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Helping Salt Spring Food Bank rep Ellen Hazenboom, right, load a pickup truck with perishable goods from the 
Salish Orca on Thursday are BC Ferries crew members, from left, back row, Calvin Jesus, Haley Jones, Corinna 
Jordan, Roberta Elliott, Kayla Windsor, Kittie Byron, and front row, Carl Linton, left, and Jordan Seeley. Food 
from two Salish-class ships was donated when BC Ferries shut down food service on its vessels due to COVID-19. 
The same thing occurred with the Tsawwassen-Swartz Bay route vessels, which saw food given to the Rainbow 
Kitchen food security program in Victoria.

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Gulf Islands residents are having 
to learn that maintaining physi-
cal distance between themselves 
and others is essential to check the 
transmission of COVID-19. Now 
many are turning their attention 
to dissuading others from consid-
ering their home as a potential 
refuge for riding out the unknown 
weeks ahead.

Elected offi cials from across the 
Gulf Islands and Howe Sound Islands 
issued a plea on Sunday for peo-
ple to stay away from the Islands 
Trust area to minimize the spread of 
COVID-19 and to reduce pressure on 
limited island services. 

“Now is not the time to be visiting 
the islands,” said Peter Luckham, 
chair of Islands Trust Council, in a 
news statement. “Most Gulf Islands 
have a median age of over 60 years 
old and limited or no medical ser-
vices. First responders are volun-
teers who are practising sheltering 
in place in order to be available 
for normal emergencies. We urge 
everyone to stay home and avoid 
discretionary travel to and from the 
islands. As ferry-dependent commu-
nities, we are especially vulnerable 
and face additional challenges. Now 
is not the time to take a holiday or 
visit your vacation property.” 

Electoral area directors for the 
Capital Regional District also rec-
ognized the potential risk to rural 
island communities from visitors in a 
joint statement issued Monday.

“Today our islands need to focus 
on the needs of residents,” said Salt 
Spring director Gary Holman. “We 
need our Gulf Islands’ precious med-
ical resources for our most vulner-
able, especially for those who are 
immune compromised.” 

Dave Howe, director for the 
Southern Gulf Islands, asked current 
visitors to make plans to return to 
their permanent homes.

“You don’t know if you’ve been 
exposed to COVID-19. I urge you to 
stay home, and by doing so, pro-
tect yourself, your family and our 
island’s unique culture and way of COVID continued on 2
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life. Follow the government’s 
advisory — stay home and do 
not travel unless absolutely 
necessary,” Howe said.

Island trustees have addi-
tionally encouraged people 
who are already visiting 
island properties from private 
boats to return to their pri-
mary residences to reduce the 
need for medical evacuations. 

“On behalf of all British 
Columbians, the Islands Trust 
works to preserve and protect 
over 450 islands in the Sal-
ish Sea,” Luckham said. “We 
now ask British Columbians 
to protect islanders and your-
selves by staying home. We 
look forward to welcoming 
visitors again when it is safe 
to do so.” 

As of Monday there had 
been 472 confi rmed or pre-

sumptive cases across B.C., 
including 39 in the Vancouver 
Island health region, which 
includes the Gulf Islands. 
There were 33 people in B.C. 
hospitals on Monday, with 14 
of those in intensive care. 

Provincial health officer 
Dr. Bonnie Henry reported 
that 100 people had recov-
ered from the virus and been 
released from isolation, but 
said measures to prevent the 
spread of disease would con-
tinue to be critical for weeks 
to come. These include good 
hygiene practices such as 
frequent hand-washing, 
staying home when possible 
and isolating if any cold or 
fl u-like symptoms arise, no 
matter how mild.

Driftwood 
reduces hours

Like all businesses on Salt Spring 
Island, the Driftwood is changing 
its hours to minimize the number 
of in-person interactions. 

The offi ce will be open for busi-
ness from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, with only one 
customer allowed in at a time. Peo-
ple are encouraged to do subscrip-
tion renewals and ad requests over 
the phone at 250-537-9933 or via 
email at inquiries@driftwoodgime-
dia.com. All communications with 
editorial staff will take place via 
phone, email or internet methods. 

On page 5, Web Express, which 
prints the Driftwood, explains 
what they are doing to help keep 
our readers safe.

AUTOMOTIVE 
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HASSI restricts Ganges moorage

COVID-19

Local team urges compliance
Outdoor time must be 
limited to family groups

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Lady Minto Hospital Medical Staff 
Association is asking islanders to fol-
low the directives of provincial and 
federal officials now and in coming 
weeks to prevent an even more serious 
turn to the pandemic crisis.

“It is clear that cases of COVID-19 are 
increasing. Whether they grow expo-
nentially or start to decrease depends 
on all of us,” the association said in 
Monday’s local update.

The medical team said on Saturday 
the virus is in the Gulf Islands commu-
nity. No outbreak centres have been 
identified, but the number of cases in 
the Vancouver Island health region had 
reached 39 as of Monday. They reiter-
ate their message remains the same 
as that of provincial health officer Dr. 
Bonnie Henry and Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, which is to just stay home.

“Spend time outside but only with 
members of the same household and 
always two meters away from others. 
Every day that you and your family stay 
distanced from others, the better pre-
pared we will be for the coming days 
and weeks. We must do everything, 
every day, to protect our community 
and loved ones,” LMH MSA states.

“So please go for a walk, get in the 
garden, go for a bike ride, all while 

adhering to the advice above. Do not 
meet for coffee or dinner parties. 
Please do your part.”

Lady Minto Hospital chief of staff Dr. 
Holly Slakov confirmed again on Mon-
day that anyone who comes down with 
COVID-19 on Salt Spring and becomes 
ill enough to require ventilation will 
be transferred to an intensive care unit 
off-island. The local hospital has capac-
ity to ventilate a patient for a short time 
while waiting for their transfer only.

Several resources can help people 
wanting to know more about their situ-
ation. People who suspect they might 
be sick are asked to self-isolate and 
use BC’s online COVID-19 self-assess-
ment tool.  The app can be download-
ed at https://bc.thrive.health/. People 
with non-medical questions should call 
1-888-COVID19 (1-888-268-4319), text 
604-630-0300 or visit www.gov.bc.ca/
covid19.
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“We still need to work at trying 
to flatten this curve,” Henry said 
during Monday’s press conference. 
“Every day that you and your fam-
ily stays distant from others . . . 
the better prepared we will be for 
the coming days and the coming 
weeks. We should do everything 
possible to protect our communi-
ties and protect our loved ones.”

The Harbour Authority of Salt 
Spring Island has responded to 
health and safety concerns posed 
by visiting boaters by limiting ser-
vices at some of its busiest facili-
ties. “We have been in touch with 
the Canada Border Service Agency 
and the Coast Guard regarding any 
possible American vessels,” HASSI 
manager Jim Heath stated in an 
email.

Heath said a vessel at the dock 
that had been flying an American 
flag had not arrived recently from 
the U.S. but had been purchased 
there six months ago. The owners 
were advised to remove the flag to 
avoid confusion.

HASSI’s Ganges office, washrooms 
and showers have been closed to 
the public for over a week. Staff 
are on site but not making pub-
lic contact. The garbage container 
will be left open during the day to 
avoid contact surfaces. 

Kanaka Dock will not be open to 
transient moorage and its monthly 
moorage will be extended. The 
breakwater dock will be open to 
essential and emergency vessels 

only, which will allow outer islands 
residents to continue to get sup-
plies in Ganges. 

Centennial Dock is open to exist-
ing monthly customers only. Tem-
porary dinghy moorage at Centen-
nial is being relocated to the boat 
launch ramp dock area where there 
are fewer touch areas like the ramp 
railing. 

HASSI’s inner dock at Fulford 
Harbour is open to existing month-
ly moorage only. The outer dock is 
open to essential and emergency 
services only. No restrictions have 
been added at Burgoyne, Vesuvius 
or Musgrave docks at this point in 
time.

The Capital  Regional Distr ict 
operates a number of small craft 
harbour docks throughout the 
southern Gulf Islands as well as 
Fernwood Dock on Salt Spring. As 
of Monday the CRD had not made 
plans to close any of those facili-
ties. CRD parks and beaches remain 
open, but playgrounds are off lim-
its. 

BC Ferries 
Communications director Debo-

rah Marshall reported that traffic 
is down around 40 per cent for Salt 
Spring and the Gulf Islands. The 
corporation has removed extra sail-
ings it had scheduled for the Easter 
long weekend on the Tsawwassen–
Southern Gulf Islands route. The 
province has not issued a change to 
the service contract for Gulf Islands 
routes at this time.

“As an essential service, BC Fer-
ries understands that despite con-

cerns about COVID-19, some peo-
ple continue to need to travel with 
us,” Marshall told the Driftwood.  
“We are committed to provide 
and protect safe and reliable con-
nectivity to communities, and to 
safeguard the sustainability of the 
ferry system. To do this, BC Ferries 
is closely focused on protecting the 
health and safety of ferry work-
ers, without whom essential ferry 
service would not be possible. Our 
front-line coworkers face the virus 
every day so that critical supplies 
and people reach coastal communi-
ties. We are incredibly proud of our 
brave and courageous colleagues.”

All food services onboard ships 
and at terminals have been sus-
pended. The company has insti-
tuted measures to keep ferry travel 
healthy, including additional clean-
ing and disinfecting, passengers 
being able to remain in their vehi-
cles on most enclosed  decks and 
walk-on passengers having space 
to distance themselves from other 
passengers. Customers are request-
ed to use an electronic form of 
payment.

Many island businesses are tem-
porarily closing down or signifi-
cantly limiting their services. The 
Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce 
is trying to keep a running list of 
the changes, which can be found at 
www.saltspringchamber.com.

Henry said it was important that 
essential services, including gro-
cery stores, banks and pharmacies, 
stay open and that people should 
follow safety procedures to ensure 
that could happen. 

COVID-19
continued from 1

“We must do everything, 

every day, to protect 

our community and 

loved ones.” 

Lady Minto Hospital 
Medical Staff 

Association

TIDE TABLES
at Fulford Harbour
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      www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
for breaking news

Until further notice our 

office hours 
are: 10am - 2pm Monday to Friday

250.537.9933

Sorry for the 
inconvenience
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NOTICE TO THE RATEPAYERS OF THE 
NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
FOR THE ELECTION OF ONE TRUSTEE

Notice is hereby given to the Ratepayers of the North Salt Spring Waterworks District, 
that nominations for ONE trustee will be received in the District office between:

8:00 am March 18, 2020
12:00 noon April 1, 2020

Nomination of candidates for this position must be made in writing, duly signed and 
seconded, by two duly qualified electors of the North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
with signature of agreement by the nominee, and delivered to the District Office at or 
before 12:00 noon, Wednesday, April 1, 2020.

NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FROM THE FLOOR

The Trustee position is for a three year term commencing at the Annual General 
Meeting, to be held on Saturday, April 25, 2020 beginning at 2:00 pm at the Community 
Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road. Voting for the Election will be from 10:00 am to 
3:00 pm at Community Gospel Chapel on April 25, 2020.  Results will be announced as 
soon as they are available.

To be eligible a nominee must be a Canadian Citizen, 18 years of age or older, an owner, 
or spouse of an owner of land in the North Salt Spring Waterworks District, and entitled 
to be registered as a voter under the Elections Act.  

Visit the “Who We Are” and “Becoming a Trustee” pages on our website for more 
information about the role of a Trustee. 

Nomination forms are available at the District Office and online in the Documents/
Forms section of the District website.

NOTICE OF
2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Ratepayers of the North 
Salt Spring Waterworks District will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 25, 2020 at 
the Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island, BC.  Voting 
for the Election will be from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca  
761 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S1   (250) 537-9902

 March 18th and 25th

News 
briefs
Zoom meeting

The Salt Spring Community 
Alliance is offering a chance for 
people to check in with each 
other via Zoom this Monday, 
March 30 at 7 p.m. 

“This would be a chance for 
people to share how they are 
doing, share ideas for how to 
get through this health crisis in 
a good way, suggest community 
issues they would like to discuss, 
and perhaps even find others 
who might like to work on com-
munity projects together during 
this time,” the group states.

Email ssispeaks@gmail.com to 
get connected. 

Keep asking
Like all public events, ASK 

Salt Spring Friday gatherings at 
Thrifty’s have been suspended, 
but organizers say the need 
for answers is as great, or even 
greater, than ever before.  

That’s why Gayle Baker of ASK 
Salt Spring is inviting people to 
continue to send their questions 
about any island matter to ask-
saltspring@gmail.com and to 
expect an emailed response.

Additionally, elected officials 
will still address questions — but 
via email — on the Friday when 
they would normally visit ASK 
Salt Spring. The schedule is: MLA 
Adam Olsen on the first Friday 
of the month; CRD director Gary 
Holman on the second Friday; 
Islands Trust trustee Laura Pat-
rick on the third; Chamber of 
Commerce executive director 
Jessica Harkema and an Emcon 
roads maintenance rep on the 
fourth Friday. Questions should 
be sent to asksaltspring@gmail.
com by 5 p.m. on the Tues-
day before their scheduled 
visit. Although an answer will 
be emailed to the individual, 
ASK Salt Spring will select some 
questions and answers for an 
article that will be published 
in the Driftwood the follow-
ing Wednesday. 

ASK Salt Spring is also will-
ing to accept COVID-19 ques-
tions and find answers for 
people.

Lost ring
A Thrifty Foods employee 

whose engagement ring fell off 
while she was packing groceries 
at work on Friday, March 13 is 
hoping everyone will check their 
grocery bags for it at home. 

Sherrie Windsor said she was 
extra busy due to wiping the 
tills and hand sanitizing and 
assumes the ring fell into a bag 
in the process. Despite numer-
ous shares of her Facebook post 
the ring had not been found 
as of March 23. Anyone who 
finds a ring in one of their cloth 
or paper bags is urged to con-
tact Windsor at 250-537-7574. A 
photo of the ring on her hand is 
now the profile picture on her 
Facebook page under the name 
Sherrie Blake.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

CRD and Trust budgets get approval
Salt Spring property 
owners will see 
increases from 2.3 to 
4.5 per cent
BY gail sjuberg
D R I F T W O O D  e ditor   

Two local governments passed 
their 2020-21 operating budgets 
in recent weeks.

The Capital Regional Dis-
trict Board approved the CRD’s 
2020-21operating and capital 
budgets on March 18 during a 
meeting held via teleconference. 

The $283-million operating 
budget is 1.7 per cent higher 
than last year’s version, with 
increase levels varying depend-
ing on the municipality or elec-
toral area in question. 

On Salt Spring, the CRD and 
Capital Regional Hospital District 
will requisition $6,777,726 of 
the total amount from property 
owners — $5,860,765 for CRD 
services and $916,961 for region-
al hospital capital costs — in the 
coming fiscal year, a 4.51 per cent 

increase from 2019-20. This year 
the average-assessed residen-
tial property will pay $1,014.95 
to the CRD for services, which 
range from parks and recreation 
(including the pool), liquid waste 
disposal, ArtSpring, the library, 
transit and transportation. Those 
figures do not include requisi-
tions paid by property owners in 
specific water and service sewer 
areas. On Salt Spring the aver-
age residential assessment is 
$693,828.

Nelson Chan, the CRD’s chief 
financial officer, confirmed that 
a surplus arose in the Salt Spring 
administration budget because 
the island was without its full 
complement of engineering staff 
in 2019. Chan and Salt Spring’s 
electoral area director Gary 
Holman said those funds were 
spent on other administrative 
costs, such as the debt on money 
borrowed to create a new CRD 
office on McPhillips Avenue a 
few years ago, repairs to vandal-
ism suffered to the office in 2018 
and a new vehicle.

Southern Gulf Islands electoral 

area property owners will con-
tribute $3,132,362 in 2020-21, 
which is 5.6 per cent more than 
the previous year. 

The CRD also passed a 2020-21 
capital budget of $402 million. 

Islands Trust 
At Islands Trust Council’s 

quarterly meeting held on Salt 
Spring Island March 10-12, 
trustees passed an $8,338,613 
operating budget for the com-
ing fiscal year. That amount is 
five per cent higher than last 
year. Property tax revenues will 
be $6,917,075 — an increase of 
2.3 per cent over 2019-20, with 
Bowen Island Municipality con-
tributing ($312,887), $501,150 
coming from the Trust’s accu-
mulated surplus, $180,000 from 
the provincial government 
and the remainder from other 
sources. The approved budget 
also includes a Salt Spring Island 
Local Trust Area special prop-
erty tax requisition of $75,500 to 
fund continued coordination of 
watershed management.

In addition to regular work 

of the various local Trust com-
mittees, Trust Council and the 
Islands Trust Conservancy, funds 
will support new climate action 
strategies, including projects pri-
oritized by the public in a recent 
online survey. Those include: 

• Development of a regional 
freshwater strategy,

• Review of foreshore policies 
and bylaws, and development of 
a model policy,

• Development of climate 
change, demographic, and envi-
ronmental indicator data sets,

• Continuation of Coastal 
Douglas-fir protection work by 
select local trust committees,

• Development and imple-
mentation of a climate change-
focused stewardship education 
program,

• Mapping the extent of eel-
grass throughout the Trust Area,

• Continuation of the Policy 
Statement Amendment Project, 
which includes consideration of 
climate change-related policies,

• Testing and developing the 
potential to broadcast public 
meetings. 

community

Pot shop grateful
Product returned; RCMP helpful
BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring Island’s capacity for community support 
in times of trouble is often in evidence, but a differ-
ent brand of high-mindedness might be hard to resist 
if another person’s cannabis suddenly came up for 
grabs.

Islanders proved immune to such temptation, 
though, after the Gulf Islands Organics dispensary was 
robbed and torched in February. Business owner Dean 
Bielert reported that several different people who 
found bags stuffed with product returned it to him 
after the heist, which occurred in the early hours of 
Feb. 2. The rest was located and then released to him 
by the local RCMP detachment.

“The RCMP have been so supportive,” Bielert said. 
“They caught the thief the next morning. The break-in 
happened around 2 a.m. and they had booked her by 
7 or 8 the next morning.”

Bielert was surprised to hear the police say they 
would work on getting his stolen goods back to him, 
and even more so when that came to pass a week 
into March. The shop hasn’t actually been licensed for 
retail cannabis sales.

“The last time I was in a police station was prob-
ably around 40 years ago and it was for possession of 
marijuana,” Bielert said. “And now I’m there picking 
up my marijuana.”

Members of the community have been just as 
impressive. Some people noticed a suspicious young 
woman trying to hide something near the harbour 
the night of the theft and then found a bag stuffed 
with product when they investigated. A fisher person 
and another local also located separate bags in the 
days afterward. All of them figured out where it must 
have come from and returned what they found to 
Bielert.

“I would just like to thank the community for bring-
ing it all back. That includes the RCMP and people 
who smoke,” Bielert said. “All my employees and my 
family are just blown away by the integrity of this 
island. I find it pretty heartwarming.”

A woman named Erin Hartley has appeared in 
Victoria Provincial Court in connection with the theft. 
Hartley was charged in a number of similar incidents 
in Vancouver Island communities that occurred over 
several days prior to the Salt Spring break-in. She was 
previously charged for a series of break-ins to Salt 
Spring businesses that took place in May 2017.
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SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

Here’s 
My Card

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR
•  Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
•  Authorized Warranty Technician 
•  Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
•  Licensed Refrigeration
•  Fully Insured & Security Screened
•  Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net
www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

RESOLUTION DIVORCE FAMILY LAW 
Helping families resolve issues

Elaine M. Buck McCann 
(formerly Kurek), LLB.

EMK LAW CORPORATION
Family Mediator, Collaborative Lawyer,

Parenting Coordinator, Family Law Arbitrator 

NOW SERVING 
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

(250) 327-9066
resolutiondivorce.ca

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
FALL & WINTER DRIVING
Items geared toward winterizing: 
Tire chains • Batteries • Antifreeze • Wipers • Headlight upgrades 
Battery Chargers • Led Lights • And more..

Residential & 
Commercial Glass 

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

Personal Taxes
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged

115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860  
shakima@shaw.ca

Stanley Laing
Accounting & income tAx ServiceS

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

SHOPPING WITH ZERO WASTE
Choose reusable or re� llable � rst. When possible, 
shop at zero waste stores. The Zero Waste 
Emporium website (www.zerowasteemporium.com), 
lists zero waste stores in Victoria that provide 
produce, meat, vegan items, dairy and dairy 
alternatives, dry and liquid bulk, personal care 
and cleaning products, and more, plastic free. 
Just as important: tell our local grocery stores 
how important zero waste shopping is to you. 
Challenge them to improve their zero waste 
o� erings! 

SUPER GROUP
 Single Use Plastic 
 Elimination 
 and Recycling

Paul supports this     

SUPER IDEA!
______________

LIFE GIVERS: First of a two-part series

Transplant anniversary marked
Siblings Barb and Michael Levy 
reflect on past decade

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

April is organ transplant awareness month in Brit-
ish Columbia, a time of year when BC Transplant 
redoubles its efforts to convey how a simple decision 
on one person’s part can have life-saving impact on 
others.

While the focus is usually on increasing the num-
ber of people who register as organ donors in the 
event of death, gifts from living donors are also pos-
sible in some cases. This coming April will be a time 
of heightened awareness and gratitude for the Levy 
family, who will be celebrating the 10-year anniver-
sary of a living donor kidney transplant between 
siblings Barb and Michael on March 29. 

The anniversary coming in the midst of the COVID-
19 crisis offers some interesting parallels for the 
Levys. In 2010 Michael was being forced to dramati-
cally change his way of life, slow down and stay away 
from people.

“It’s very reminiscent of 10 years ago. I was in the 
hospital in Vancouver and Barb was recovering at 
home with Mom. People were bringing pre-made 
meals and coming to do the recycling and the gar-
bage. It’s really interesting because it’s spring. It’s the 
same time of year. It’s actually nice to shut down a bit 
in terms of interactions, but go outside and enjoy the 
natural environment.”

“We’re just extremely fortunate to be here on 
the island where nature is so accessible. It just helps 
everybody to calm their nerves,” Barb added. 

While everyone in the community is learning how 
to adapt to a radical shift in reality, this is some-
thing Michael has undergone several times. The first 
perhaps came when his health started to collapse 
as a complication of Alport syndrome, a genetic 
condition which can attack kidney function among 
other things. An avid hiker, rock climber and kay-
aker, Michael had to first give up his former activities 
and then rely on dialysis to clean the toxins from 
his blood. The invasive, time-consuming procedure 
allows the body to function but does not offer much 
in terms of wellbeing or quality of life.

Barb’s decision to offer her younger brother one of 

her kidneys and the good news that they were a suitable match offered 
a vastly different experience for Michael, who will be 52 this June. After 
his initial recovery from the surgery he was feeling so good, in fact, that 
he went out and bought a guide to the West Coast Trail and made plans 
to do the hike the following year. He soon realized that was unrealistic 
and that his expectations were too high.

“It’s just such a difference from pre-transplant to post. You feel 
invincible and then it wears off. It took a few years to reconcile to that 
because I did have a gradual run-down of energy. It just meant finding 
a new balance, finding limits and not resenting anything,” Michael said. 
“It’s been 10 years of major adjustment, but for the most part freedom. 
No more dialysis, no more special diets, no more health running down 
every day and getting worse. It’s so much better than pre-transplant.”

Barbara’s recovery time was much less intense but the experience also 
led to a transformation. Michael sold his business  — The Fritz Movie 
Theatre — after the surgery and returned to photography, includ-
ing a new exploration of digital techniques. As he moved through 
that world and began upgrading 
his equipment, Barb became the 
beneficiary.

“It’s been fantastic,” she said. 
“By getting the practice in and 
using the professional gear and 
software, I’ve been really able to 
progress as a multimedia artist.” 

Her mixture of images and 
poetry has led to a regular page 
called Rhen’s Poetry in Aqua mag-
azine, and a book which she’s had 
printed as a proof. The next step 
is to find a publisher or a patron.

The transplant is a treatment 
and not a cure for the underlying 
syndrome, which means Michael 
still faces chronic fatigue and 
other issues. He’s also on a lifelong medication regime, which often 
results in side effects. With the necessary change in lifestyle he has 
stepped back from his commercial photography work and previous focus 
on publishing books and is now enjoying a more leisurely exploration of 
fine art possibilities. Having a functioning kidney has also allowed the 
siblings to stay on Salt Spring and care for their aging mother together 
more effectively; without it they would all have had to move to a centre 
with more supports.

“I feel really grateful we have this treatment available, and I had such 
an incredible transplant team,” Michael said. 

In addition to continuing care from his nephrologist, he also goes 
to Lady Minto Hospital once a month for blood work and has found a 
strong connection there as well. 

“It’s like having an extended family,” he said.
For anyone who might be thinking about donating a kidney to some-

one in need or wondering if they should register to donate organs and 
tissue after death, the Levys are full of encouragement.

“It’s a wonderful thing to do as a human being, without too much 
stress. It’s so life-affirming,” Barb said.

“It will change someone’s life profoundly. It will be a rebirth,” Michael 
explained. “There’s no doubt without Barb’s gift my life would have been 
infinitely worse. If someone’s ever considering giving an organ, tell them 
‘150 per cent yes.’”

Next week’s story will feature two island families who lost their 
sons too soon, but whose organ donations saved the lives of many 
others.

Photo courtesy michael and barb levy

Siblings Michael and Barb Levy with kidney donation T-shirts.

“I feel really grateful 

we have this treatment 

available, and I had such 

an incredible transplant 

team.” 

MICHAEL LEVY
Islander who received a kidney 

donated from his sister
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Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

INDEPENDENTLY 
OWNED AND OPERATED

103-342 LOWER GANGES ROAD 
SALT SPRING ISLAND V8K 2V3

Duncan Realty
Salt Spring Offi ce

Sylvia 
Vasquez
Licensed Agent
250-221-1581
sylviavasquez@royallepage.ca

“Proven honesty, integrity & quality customer service.”

Here’s 
My Card

• Affordable drop-off services • Large capacity machines 
• Ask about pick-up service

OPEN: 9AM TO 9PM! 7 DAYS A WEEK 
1606 Joan Ave., Crofton 250.324.2249

Not accepting donations at this time, 
thank you for understanding.

closed until april 6

Home is Where the Heart is

Jane Owen
(HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947
www.caregiverjane.com

In-Home Assisted Living

Home is Where the Heart is

Jane Owen
(HCA)

call me at 250 217 6947call me at 250 217 6947

s

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

•Tax preparation (personal, 
corporate, estate)

•Tax planning 
•Auditing not-for-profi ts 

charities/stratas/corporations 
•Consulting for buying/selling/

starting a business
340 Lower Ganges Road  

250-537-9742

The numbers don’t lie
SERVICES OFFERED 
INCLUDE:

Chartered Professional Accountants

340 Lower Ganges Road  

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant

BC FERRIES

Skeena returns to Fulford route
Lounge and washroom 
configuration updated

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Ferry passengers travelling between 
Fulford Harbour and Swartz Bay have 
been getting used to a new version 
of the route’s regular vessel since the 
Skeena Queen returned from its mid-
life upgrade on March 13.

The vessel was removed from service 
on Oct. 28 to undergo the upgrade, 
which BC Ferries says was necessary to 
provide required maintenance on the 
ship. It was built in 1997 and needed 
work to provide another 20 years of 
safe and reliable service. 

Enhancing the customer experience 
was another consideration.

“We heard from customers about 

some areas on the ship that needed 
improvement, and we took that feed-
back into account during the upgrade,” 
said Brian Anderson, BC Ferries’ vice-
president of strategy and community 
engagement. “We know the commu-
nity is excited to have the Skeena Queen 
back in service and we’re looking for-
ward to showing them the improve-
ments to customer areas. We appreciate 
the community’s patience while the ship 
was out of service.”

Customers will notice new furniture 
in the passenger lounges as well as addi-
tional exterior benches that will provide 
seating for travellers to take in the view 
in the warm summer months. One of 
the lounges was also converted to pro-
vide cafeteria-style seating with tables. 

The ship now has air conditioning and 
washroom areas have been expanded 
so they are no longer single stalls. The 

navigation, communication and electri-
cal systems were improved to enhance 
safety and reliability.

While its transfer onto the route last 
fall was a bit rough in terms of tim-
ing and overloads, many passengers 
had grown to appreciate the replace-
ment vessel Queen of Cumberland for 
its extra comforts. Salt Spring Island 
Ferry Advisory Committee chair Harold 
Swierenga notes the Skeena’s upgrade 
will provide some extra comforts, and 
returns the single-deck loading scenario 
that is beneficial during busier seasons.

“While passengers may miss the pop-
ular lounge and cafe on the Queen of 
Cumberland, we look forward to expe-
riencing the upgraded and improved 
amenities on the Skeena Queen,” Swie-
renga said. “On the whole, the return of 
the efficient Skeena Queen to Fulford 
Harbour will be warmly welcomed.”

P R I N T I N G  &  M A I L I N G
EMPOWERING LIBERTY, DEMOCRACY & COMMUNITY
T H R O U G H  F R E E D O M  O F  E X P R E S S I O N

Unit 1 - 1455 Brigatine Drive
Coquitlam, BC  V3K 7C2
Phone: 604-526-8557
www.intwebexpress.com

PROTECTIVE PROCEDURES IN PLACE

WE WANT TO  
PROTECT  

OUR READERS!
This publication was  

produced with care regarding  
transmission of the virus.

Web Express Printing & Mailing is the proud 
printer of over 100 newspapers and magazines. 
Publishers facing this crisis need to keep 
their communities together. Web Express is 
committed to help them do that by continuing 
to print your community newspapers.  
The papers you read and depend on will be 
there for you for as long as possible. 

Web Express is also committed to providing 
safety for employees, publishers and their 
readers to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
We have undertaken numerous disinfecting 
measures like crew separation and equipment 
wipe down.  We have also limited entry from 
delivery people and customers to increase social 
distance. Currently we understand the virus 
is NOT easily passed on paper (according to 
the World Health Organization spokesperson 
on CNBC they have not issued a warning 
regarding the passing of the virus on paper)  
BUT to reassure readers the manufacturing 
process requires VERY LITTLE TOUCH 
from our staff. See pictures for further 
understanding. 

Glossy covers and sheets begin as blank sheets  
and end printed and stacked. 

In the folding process press sheets are untouched 
until they are stacked and handled by staff 
wearing gloves on the edge of the paper.

Finished product is stacked on a skid and protective shrink wrap  
is used to secure the product before delivery. 

The magazines and newspapers begin  
as pristine untouched rolls of paper.

The paper is pulled untouched through the 
machine at 30,000 copies per hour. 

The machine folds the newspapers  
and is belt delivered.

In the binding process gloves are worn to reduce  
touching of the products and the edges are trimmed  

off in the process reducing to near-zero human touch.  

Staff wear gloves with any shared equipment.
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Home
bound

D
riftwood columnist 
and island performer 
Shilo Zylbergold once 
penned a song called 

If You Love This Island, Please 
Don’t Come.

While it was a tongue-in-cheek ditty that dis-
couraged tourism to Salt Spring Island in general, 
it could be brought out again as local leaders 
seek to keep COVID-19 at bay on the islands. 

Visitors are usually much appreciated, of 
course, since so many residents rely hugely on 
their economic contributions at local stores, res-
taurants, accommodations and the Saturday and 
Tuesday markets. But with travel understandably 
being curtailed around the world, restrictions 
need to apply locally as well. 

Both Islands Trust chair Peter Luckham and 
the two electoral area 
directors who repre-
sent the Gulf Islands in 
the Capital Regional 
District — Gary Hol-
man and Dave Howe 
— made public pleas in 
the past few days for 
people from “away” to 
not visit. Even individu-
als with second homes 
on the Gulf and all 
Trust-area islands are 
being asked to not visit. 

As Lady Minto Hospital doctors have also stat-
ed, it cannot be stressed enough that the many 
people returning to the islands from time spent 
overseas, in the U.S. or Mexico must self-isolate 
for 14 days.

Health Minister Adrian Dix has stated numer-
ous times that the province needs everyone to 
adhere to restrictions 100 per cent, whether 
that’s in maintaining the two-metre distance 
between yourself and others, suspending regular 
social activities, staying home if you are sick and 
self-isolating for 14 days after returning home 
from travelling. How well citizens adhere to the 
guidelines — some of which can be enforced by 
peace offi cers — now and in coming weeks will 
determine the outcome of the disease’s progres-
sion and how well we have “fl attened the curve.” 

Every time a local worker, from those in retail 
to health-care to the ferry system, is forced to 
interact with a customer, their risk of contracting 
COVID-19 increases. 

While many local businesses have instituted 
changes in how customers are dealt with and by 
increasing cleaning protocols to reduce the risk 
of transmission, the only surefi re way for every-
one to stay safe is to stay home. 

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
COVID-19

WE SAY:
Stay home,
stay safe

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

107 

 YES   NO

143 

Yes No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com 
before Tuesday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our offi ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Keep local economy afl oat
BY JIM STANDEN

One can observe that 
t h e  e m e r g e n c e  a n d 
spread of the COVID-19 
virus is affecting almost 
eve ry th ing  to  some 
extent.

That includes the stock 
markets ,  which have 
retreated because of 
the reduced spending 
on almost everything 
(except toi let paper) 
in the economy. Many 
things are curtailed or 
stopped, with the excep-
tion of critical supply 
chains. 

Are there good strate-
gies to consider in these 
challenging times? 

This is a wonderful 
opportunity to purchase 
as much as possible from 
our local suppliers until 
the world returns to nor-
mal. Our community will 
fare much better if we 
keep our dollars circu-
lating all around here, 
and many local provid-
ers are very damaged by 
the reduced spending. I 
think many things can be 
done while still abiding 
to the necessary univer-
sal rule of a safe social 
distance.

So where to put those 
dollars? 

Here are some exam-
ples. Spend your gro-
cery dollars on-island 
(instead of an off-island 

super chain). Our stores 
are under great stress 
and have done a supe-
rior job of managing 
our needs. Please sup-
port them. Be prepared 
to use low-risk touchless 
payment options, such 
as cell-phone or credit/
debit card “tap” meth-
ods, debit or credit cards 
using a passkey. Avoid 
cash if you can.

Most of our restau-
rants are still in business, 
though mainly offering 
takeout and delivery ser-
vices. Maybe it’s time for 
some takeout food? And 
smaller boutique busi-
nesses are still in business 
and need your attention 
too.  

B e e n  w a i t i n g  f o r 
the opportunity for a 
home renovation? This 
could be the time. I just 
requested a quote for a 
heat pump for our stu-
dio, a long desired pro-
ject. If other projects are 
delayed for some reason, 
maybe this can replace it.

Support farm stands 
and businesses selling 
fruits,  veggies, meat, 
wines, spirits, etc. Since 
the Tuesday and Satur-
day markets will likely 
not be opening on sched-

ule, you direct-buy and 
those farmers will really 
appreciate your cash. 
Bring exact change if you 
can to minimize risk.

And it must be time 
to load the garden with 
hearty plant starts. Gar-
dening gets you safely 
into the fresh air and 
busy.

What about the needy? 
Can you find a way to 
provide funding to Cop-
per Kettle and other 
local support groups? 
Their needs may have 
accelerated recently.

Online purchases will 
likely be mainly to off-
island services, but on-
island couriers or our 
postal workers will be 
delivering.

Entertainment. Could 
you do a social-spaced 
concert in your living 
room with some of our 
local musicians? Maybe 
an audience of five at 
one end of the room and 
one to three players for 
an hour concert?

These are just some 
thoughts. I encourage 
you to bust your brain 
cells to keep our local 
economy vibrant. 

The writer  l ives  in 
Vesuvius and is currently 
hunkering down with 
Sheri and the dog.
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Will you be growing 
more food in your 
garden this year?

Has the Canadian 
government done 
enough to slow the 
spread of COVID-19?
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OPINION
“If someone’s ever considering giving 

an organ, tell them ‘150 per cent yes.’”
MICHAEL LEVY, KIDNEY TRANSPLANT RECIPIENT

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

LETTERS to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.  
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number 
where they may be reached during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will 
not normally be considered for publication. Send your letters to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.comSALT 

SPRING SAYS
WE ASKED: What has been 
the most diffi cult thing about 
coping with COVID-19 so far?

BOB TWAITES

Seeing false posts 
about immunity 
boosting products. 
Seeing people 
attempting to profi t 
from a disease. 
Seeing people make 
false claims to coat-
tail their world view 
onto a public health 
problem.

JANE MACKENZIE

The unknown ... 
how long will we 
be distancing, 
how does it 
spread, are we 
going to fl atten 
the curve, will the 
chocolate fi nally 
run out?

MICHAEL LEVY

Watching 
friends 
struggling to 
fi nd a new 
balance in life 
during these 
tumultuous 
times.

JANE EATON HAMILTON

Lack of clear info 
from Dr. Bonnie 
Henry/Adrian 
Dix.

SPOUSES DAVID FRENCH + KELLY WATERS 

Seeing friends close businesses and 
people so scared and sad about this 
unknown future we face. 

Next chapters
Doesn’t it feel like we are liv-

ing in a Stephen King novel? 
Except I can’t recall what hap-
pens in the next few chapters.

I’m not watching the news 
24/7, so maybe I missed this, but 
I haven’t seen any discussion of 
COVID-19’s impact on the poor-
est parts of developing coun-
tries. The favelas of Latin Amer-
ica, similar urban areas in Africa 
and Asia, refugee camps in sev-
eral nations, where the concept 
of self-isolation is a joke. Social 
distances of six feet? Maybe six 
inches. Isn’t this virus going to 
move like wildfi re through these 
areas soon? I think it will.

While I can’t or at least won’t 
move to developing countries to 
help these vulnerable communi-
ties, I can support people who 
have done so. I urge Salt Spring-
ers to send a large donation to 
Doctors Without Borders right 

now in addition to supporting 
charities helping people here 
in Canada. Or, if you can, sign 
up for a monthly donation of 
$100 or more. See the News and 
Stories section at doctorswith-
outborders.ca.

Also, the World Health 
Organization and the United 
Nations Foundation have set up 
a COVID-19 Solidarity Response 
Fund for donations. 

Those of us lucky enough to 
live in affluent countries are 
worried about our next chap-
ters. But for millions of people 
in the poorest nations, the next 
chapter will be their last one.

LINDA STARKE, 
SALT SPRING

Remembering 
Evelyn Lee

Twenty-one years ago, we 
approached Evelyn Lee about 

buying her farm. Over a pot of 
tea and cookies at the kitchen 
table, Evelyn and her two sisters 
listened with steely eyes as we 
explained, nervously, that with 
its well-drained soil and south-
ern orientation, the location 
had ideal conditions for grow-
ing grapes. 

Would she consider selling it 
to us to plant a vineyard? After 
a few moments’ consideration, 
Evelyn rose and told us to go 
and have a look at the rest of 
the property. 

Over the next year or so, Eve-
lyn continued to live in the farm-
house while she planned her 
next move. She took an active 
interest in our plans, offered 
vital advice, and relished all the 
activity — even the big bangs 
when some tree stumps were 
blown up — as we prepared 
the land for planting. After she 
moved into Ganges, she visit-
ed Garry Oaks often, proudly 

showing off what we had done 
to the farm she had lived on 
for almost 50 years to her fam-
ily and friends. “If only Ronnie 
could see it now,” she would say, 
referring to her late husband. 

Evelyn’s favourite wine was 
the Blanc de noir and we always 
made sure she had some. We 
enjoyed hearing her many sto-
ries about life on Salt Spring and 
the farm over cups of tea and 
amidst her many plants. And at 
Christmas, there was always a 
small fruitcake and a lovely card.

Evelyn was one of those 
strong, resilient women that Salt 
Spring seems to breed. It was a 
pleasure and a privilege to have 
known her.

ELAINE KOZAK & MARCEL 
MERCIER,

FORMER OWNERS OF GARRY OAKS 
VINEYARD,

VICTORIA

You all remember Nostradamus, the 16th-
century French astrologer, physician and seer 
into the future. Among his many prophesies, 
he is credited with predicting the French 
Revolution, the Great Fire of London, the UK 
fl oods, and the collapse of the World Trade 
Centre. Of course, he also foretold the com-
ing of the Antichrist and warned the world 
that the future blonde bombshell, Madonna, 
was actually the whore of Babylon, but the 
jury is still out on those last two predictions. 
He defi nitely blew it on his prognostications 
on “the Great War of 2002” and the capture 
of Rome by the Albanians, but let’s give him 
a couple of mulligans (“takeovers” in golfi ng 
parlance) on those.

The genius of Nostradamus lies in his bril-
liant tactic of making sure that his predic-
tions could either be verifi ed or debunked 
only centuries after he no longer walked 
the earth. The same, I’m afraid, cannot be 
said about any prediction one can make 
regarding today’s virus epidemic threat to 
the planet.

By the time you read this blog, the future 
may already be upon us. Or maybe not. At 
this point, nobody really knows.

What’s fuelling this global uncertainty is 
the novel Coronavirus pandemic (aka COVID-
19). It’s quite possible that within the next 
few days or weeks we will discover whether 
it’s a whole bunch of hooey that will blow 
over like so many other “scares” that have 
come before (remember Y2K?), or it is indeed 
marking the beginning of the end.

The resulting mass hysteria is manifesting 
itself by consumer frenzy-buying across the 
nation and probably throughout the globe. 
Big-box stores are seeing their stock wiped 
out as shoppers load up their mammoth 
carts with supplies they hope will see them 
through the oncoming crisis. 

The top three products being stockpiled 
by gluttonous hoarders are hand sanitiz-
ers, face masks and toilet paper. The run on 
hand sanitizers stems from the belief that the 
virus is being passed to a new host through 
surface to surface contact to the hand and 
then from the hand to the face where it can 
easily penetrate the body’s defences. The 
face masks, even the preferred N95 models, 

apparently do little to protect the wearer 
from picking up the virus (except that it prob-
ably keeps one from touching the lower part 
of the face), but it does stop someone who is 
already infected from spreading it through 
sneezing or coughing. As for the toilet paper, 
well . . . I suppose it keeps doing what it’s sup-
posed to do, COVID-19 or not.

It’s possible that I might be missing some-
thing when it comes to the stockpiling of 
toilet paper. Perhaps people are loading up 
on 48-roll cartons of the commodity at their 
local Costco or Walmart for a completely dif-
ferent reason. Imagine glue-gunning the rolls 
together to create a “Michelin Man” suit of 
cellulose armour, which would be instrumen-
tal in keeping others from penetrating your 
safe zone of an acceptable three to six social 
distancing feet away. This could even bring 
back jousting.

 What is it with all this hand-washing busi-
ness? Health expert will have you believe that 
you can beat the virus if you wash your hands 
with soap and water as many times as you 
possibly can throughout the day. Assuming 
you don’t develop a Lady Macbeth complex 
as a result, you are also advised to make 
each hand wash last for at least 20 seconds, 
or the time it takes to sing “happy birthday” 
twice (unless you are singing it to Esteban 
Julio Ricardo Montoya de la Rosa Ramirez, in 
which case once may suffi ce).

Nobody seems to be advising exactly how 
many times you should be washing your 
hands in a day. Is it every hour? Every 10 min-
utes? Every time you touch something (other 
than your face)? At this rate, probably the 
things you should be touching the least are 
the taps and faucets of any bathroom sink. 
Perhaps the ultimate form of self-isolation 

and social distancing is restricting your liv-
ing space to your own shower stall and/or 
bathtub.

And then there’s the issue of not touch-
ing your face. Have you ever counted how 
many times you bring your hand up to an 
itchy nose or eye or how often you rub your 
lips and mouth? How are you supposed to 
control these subconscious actions? I suppose 
you could try wearing those plastic cone-
shaped collars that vets put on dogs to keep 
them from licking and scratching at stitches 
or mangy skin, but you would probably do 
more harm to yourself from violent eruptions 
of laughter every time you saw yourself in a 
mirror.

There’s nothing like a world in crisis to 
bring out the irony in our lives. You may 
have heard that the French shrine at Lourdes, 
famed for providing its alleged curative and 
healing waters to thousands of sick and crip-
pled visitors every year, has shut down as a 
result of the pandemic. As a viable alternative 
to the usual medicinal properties at Lourdes, 
the sanctuary is advising sick pilgrims “to 
pray more.” Even in North America, Catholic 
churches are restricting the manner in which 
bread and wine (representing the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ) are being administered 
during Holy Communion. It seems that the 
risk of spreading the viral infection is crossing 
over from the material to the spiritual world.

So get a grip! Stop wringing your hands 
in desperation and keep washing them (if 
you haven’t washed all the skin off by now). 
Ignore the picture in your mind of those tiny 
COVID-19 viruses doubling over in laughter 
at your attempts to fi ght off the plague with 
soap and water. It seems so benign an action, 
but it just might work. 

Nobody asked me, but how about try-
ing not to think about the reeling global 
economy and your impending “near-debt 
experience.” Keep your social distance and 
self-isolate as much as possible. If we all pull 
together, we can lick this pandemic and get 
back to what we were doing before all this 
came down the tube. Dealing with climate 
change.

I’m sure Nostradamus probably saw this 
coming.

Pandemic can be licked if we all pull together
Shilo

Zylbergold
NOBODY 

ASKED ME 

BUT

MORE LETTERS continued on  8
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Due to the current situation of 
COVID-19; in an effort to limit 
social contact, our office will 

be closed to the public. 

This means that concrete 
will be shipped; however, we 
will be suspending all of our 

yard sales.  If customers need 
to schedule a job or make a 

payment, this can be completed 
over the phone.

We will also be limiting our 
hours of operation of which will 

change on a daily basis.

Thank you for your 
understanding

Gulf 
COast 

MaterIals
Serving the Gulf Islands

I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism

PH: 250-800-1460
website: www.dmarchitect.ca

approved

Of farmers and 
COVID-19

This past week I received a news-
letter from one of our market’s 
farmers and it gently and elo-
quently welcomed spring while 
expressing concern over planning 
and planting for a season with so 
many unknowns.

It outlined that so much of its 
income centred around our mar-
kets and the visitors to them and 
how grateful they were when the 
local community reached out to 
them.  

It occurs to me that we could 
look at this time of isolation to 
put our shoulders to the wheel of 
relocalization of our food produc-
tion. At the moment we are expe-
riencing only temporary shortages 
of some items but we are being 

t a u g h t  h o w 
quickly this can 
h a p p e n  a n d 
only imagine 
other scenarios 
that may make 
f o o d  a c c e s s 
problems more 
prolonged.  

This could be 
a window of 
opportunity for 
us to become 
engaged with 
local farms and 
offer support. 

Farms are dependent on appren-
tices, many of whom come from 
away, for labour over most of the 
season. 

We might offer farms volunteer 
help. This is quite easily managed 
while maintaining our “social dis-
tancing,” given the nature of farm 
work. 

We can access local farm road-
side stands on a regular basis and 
take advantage of whatever prod-
ucts have provided on a farm-to-
home and farm-to-local-retailers 
basis.

“Buy local” was never more 
important than right now and 
throughout this season of isola-
tion. It really falls to us to be sure 
our farms can continue, prosper 
and expand this season. Let’s do it!

Marian Hargrove,
Dean Road

Landlord 
kindness

Some kindness in these difficult 
times: my daughter, who rents a 
basement suite in Victoria, has 
just heard from her landlords. 
Because the banks are not requir-
ing their mortgage payment for 
April, they are passing it on to 
her: no rent for April, just a small 
amount for utilities. 

They are very decent people 
who are helping in the way they 
can. I am very impressed.

Marie Beaudoin,
Salt Spring

We have the opportunity to think like an island
by MICHAEL ABLEMAN

Every spring for the last 43 years I 
have followed the same routine.

I turn under green manure crops, 
spread compost, prepare fields, and 
direct seed and transplant. The seeds 
and small plants that go into the ground 
are the product of months and some-
times years of propagation work. The 
compost is made throughout the prior 
season, and the complex crop rotation 
and field plans are the result of a win-
ter of careful thinking and consider-
ation. The soils are built and improved 
over decades.  Before the first seed gets 
planted, many months and thousands of 
dollars have already been invested into 
a professional endeavour that requires 
decades to develop and perfect.

This spring is different. I am going 
through all the same motions as I always 
have, but this time for the first time, 
I have no idea how the results of my 
labour, the food that will surely ripen, 
will make it into the homes and the 
bellies of all those on the island and 
beyond that we have supplied for the 
last 20 years. I am not alone; every farm-
er everywhere is struggling with the 
same concerns. 

The Saturday market is now tempo-
rarily closed, the Tuesday market is still 
in question, and the restaurants on the 
island and in Victoria and Vancouver 
that we sell to are shuttered. I support 
every and any effort to stem the spread 
of this disease, but as the weeks prog-
ress there will be food to harvest and 
people who need it. Would it not be 
safer, with strict protocols in place, to 
purchase food directly from local farms 
in an outdoor space, than food from 
inside a store that has travelled long 
distances and been handled by many 
anonymous hands? 

Va n c o u v e r ’s  w i n t e r  m a r k e t 
remains open and California, which 

now has one of the strictest lockdowns 
of any place in North America, has kept 
its farmers markets open, seeing those 
markets not as a social gathering space 
but as an essential service. 

Most of my farming colleagues on 
the island continue to put in the long 
hours to do the work we love and plant 
food for the community. Many of us 
ask ourselves a simple question: how 
can we safely and most responsibly 
feed our community? Some farmers are 
providing food boxes on a subscription 
basis, others are selling to their imme-
diate neighbours, at Foxglove Farm we 
are offering both home delivery and a 
“drive-through” pick-up option at our 
farm. 

None of us knows for sure how long 
this crisis will last, but we do know we 
all have to eat, and now more than 
ever we all need to eat well. There have 
been significant efforts made on the 
island to create a strong local food sys-
tem, with the Tuesday market, recent 
work on updating the area farm plan 
and many more. 

It may be that the current crisis is pro-
viding us with an opportunity to create 
a food system that truly reflects who 

we are, where we live, and the reality 
that we may no longer be able to rely 
on the industrial food system that still 
supplies the majority of our food. We 
live on an island. We are now being 
asked to think like one.

The financial impacts of this crisis will 
go on long after the disease has dimin-
ished. This year there may be more 
members of our community who simply 
cannot afford to access fresh food. The 
responsibility for this, for making sure 
that everyone has a place at the table, 
belongs to all of us, not just the tiny 
percentage of our island population 
we call farmers. This too can be an 
opportunity. 

Each morning I walk my fields observ-
ing, making lists, checking newly plant-
ed crops. These walks reveal new leaves 
unfurling, soil lifting and cracking to 
expose green pea knuckles, flower jack-
ets slipping off freshly formed fuzzy 
apple babies, small fleeting gifts like 
drops of dew on taut squeaky cabbages 
reflecting the light of the world. But 
my heart and mind are also consumed 
by the suffering I see around me, by the 
internal collision between our human 
dilemma and the audible sigh of relief I 
can hear from our Mother Earth as the 
world pauses, and the constant assault, 
extraction and pollution, the grabbing 
and grasping, have been forced to just 
stop.   

We may feel paralyzed when faced 
with the enormity of our modern 
dilemma, but we have enormous power 
in and around the places where we live. 
This is our time to come back home, to 
support all those who are re-imagining 
and replanting our island — one seed, 
one farm, one meal, one individual at 
a time. 

The writer is an island farmer and 
author.

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

MURAKAMI
COLLISION & AUTO REPAIRS

Serving Salt Spring’s Community for 48 Years 

191 RAINBOW RD. 250-537-2239

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123

Ruby is a timid 8 month 
old long haired black 
beauty who is learning to 
be social with humans.  
She is currently in foster 
learning how to live 
indoors and is looking for 
an understanding home to 
continue her trust skills.

      

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 

Until further notice our 

office hours 
are:

10am - 2pm
Monday to Friday

G U L F  I S L A N D S

250.537.9933

Sorry for the 
inconvenience

for breaking news, extra content and 
to vote in our weekly poll; 

like us on Facebook for breaking 
news, photos and fun stuff; 

and get all the news first 
by following us on Twitter.

INDEPTH

MORE LETTERS
continued from 7

Photo courtesy roger brunt 

MONKEYING AROUND: Roger Brunt enjoys coffee with a friend at 
Dagwood’s before it closed to sit-down business due to COVID-19. The 
monkey was bought by Brunt’s friend Adele Storm as a gift for Brunt’s 
new grandson Ely, the son of Samantha Brunt.

Heartfelt thanks to workers
To all of our fellow islanders who work in our stores and res-

taurants, I thank you from all parts of my heart for what you are 
doing for us. 

What would we do without you?
I am sending wishes that you will all be safe and healthy. 

You are our essential everything and I know that you must feel 
stressed to be out there for us. 

I am sure that many many people join with me in sending you 
a myriad of appreciative blessings.

Hannah Brown,
Salt Spring 

We may feel paralyzed when 

faced with the enormity of our 

modern dilemma, but we have 

enormous power in and around 

the places where we live.
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Great Take-Out Options
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

expert ADVICE CALL 250-537-9933
to be A pArt of this popuLAr feAture!

MARCH 25

Financial Advice

What is a CRA My Account?
Well, in my opinion, it is one of the most useful 

government sites I’ve come across. I think it may be of 
particular interest at this time of year when our financial 
thoughts turn from TFSA and RSP contributions to 
income taxes. 

So, a CRA My Account, basically, lets you check up on or even update, in 
some cases, everything tax related. With your own personal account, you can 
make changes to past returns, check your TFSA and RRSP contributions limits, 
sign-up for pre-authorized debit (if you are paying your tax in installments) ,apply 
for certain child benefits, update your address and telephone numbers or even 
your marital status, view tax information slips and your notice of assessment, or 
file a GST/HST rebate. So, whether you file your own taxes or have a professional 
prepare them for you, I think it’s worth signing up for this account.  

Just get on the Canada Revenue Agency site  and you should easily see the 
link to “My Account”.

There is a bit of information you need to provide (including information from 
past tax returns) to get access but I think it’s worth the effort.

If you are looking for even more fun, then check out My Service Canada site, 
which will give you info on employment insurance, CPP and OAS. 

Let me know how you get on.

scott howe

scott howe BA, PFP®, cFP®, cPcA®
Senior Wealth Advisor / Senior Investment Advisor

Island Savings Insurance Services / Credential Securities
250-537-8868    showe@islandsavings.ca

First West Insurance Services Ltd., offering financial planning, life insurance and investments, is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of First West Credit Union. Mutual funds and other securities are offered 
through Credential Securities, a division of Credential Qtrade Securities Inc. Credential Securities 
is a registered mark owned by Aviso Wealth Inc.

MAR 27

Real Estate

Jan 
MacphersonYou have one chance to make a first 

impression with drive-by appeal. Buyers begin to evaluate a 
home before they are in the door. Consider painting the front 
door, placing spring flowers in pots, or setting out bedding 
plants near the entry. Is the yard and drive tidy? Is the home 
address clearly visible?

Create ambience! Treat yourself to presentation 
accessories. A new tablecloth, bedspread, or speciality 
lighting can add pizazz. Enliven your living space with 
bowls of fresh fruit, plants, freshly cut flowers. Buy or 
borrow artwork from friends. Rejuvenate your current living 
space and enjoy the new items in your next home. You are 
presenting an image, a lifestyle.

Staging your home can make a huge difference as to how 
quickly your home sells and increase its perceived value!

How Should I
Prepare My House
For Listing? Part 2

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.saltspring.realestate

2 0 1 9

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2018 (VREB)

STRATEGIC MARKETING SPECIALIST

PLATINUM 
AWARD

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









If you could save yourself 
money on gas by spending 
fifteen minutes every couple 
of days would you do it? 

Drive Safe, Gyle

The answer for most people is yes. 
If you could save even more by doing regular vehicle 

maintenance would you? 
The answer should still be yes. 

Things as simple as keeping tires properly inflated, 
engine oil and coolant levels maintained make a significant 
difference to fuel economy. Checking these things yourself 
takes only  minutes. 

Having your car maintained by professionals at regular 
intervals laid out in your owners manual will also help to get 
the most out of your fuel dollar. 

During regular service your technicians trained eye will 
pick out developing problems, giving you a chance to do 
preventative maintenance.

Fabulous Flea Market 
Saturday, March 28  •  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Fulford Hall
Plus delicious homemade food available

A fundraiser for the hall 

CULTURE

Raffi  shares Dylan-esque song
Message to remain 
positive important, says 
island artist

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

In uncertain times old friends are 
invaluable, and so are words that 
can guide us to the right actions 
without giving up hope on the big-
ger picture.

Salt Spring resident Raffi Cavouk-
ian is a reliable resource for all of 
the above. There are now a couple 
of generations of “Beluga grads” 
who grew up with Raffi’s children’s 
music, meaning he has friends of all 
ages across the globe. A new song 
that he’s released speaks to his own 
roots as a folk singer while sharing 
some important messages and light-
ening the mood around the COVID-
19 pandemic, all at the same time.

Cavoukian said the song Dylan 
Sings Quarantine started with just 
the first verse, which popped into 
his head one morning and emerged 
in the style of early Bob Dylan, with 
a little help from his ukulele. He 
posted the clip to Twitter and was 
surprised many people thought the 
actual Dylan was singing the lyrics 
that go along the lines of “Quaran-
tine, quarantine. We gave our life 
to quarantine. One day we’ll get it 
back.”

Cavoukian started off his career 
in the folk scene and counts Dylan 
among his influences, along with 
people like Gordon Lightfoot and 
Joan Baez.

“It was always fun to imitate him. 

He’s a little nasal, a little idiosyn-
cratic, a little off-key,” Cavoukian 
observed. “My impersonation of 
Dylan seems to fool people, but 
that wasn’t my intention. I thought 
it was tongue-and-cheek.”

The social media response to the 
quarantine clip was good, though, 
so Cavoukian decided to develop 
the bit into a full song with four 
verses. It reminds people to wash 
their hands for 20 seconds and prac-
tise social distancing, and even gets 
the word out that medical coverage 
should be accessible to all. 

Cavoukian recorded the song on 
his iPhone and sent it to “Beluga 
grad” Lindsay Munroe in Massa-
chusetts, who added the harmo-
nies. 

“I’ve been fond of calling it the 
Social Distancing Duet,” Cavouk-
ian said.

Reinforcing the messaging com-
ing from public health officials in 
a fun and accessible way is more 
than just a whimsy for the singer, 
who is also a well-known advocate 
for social justice through his chil-
dren’s foundation and its focus on 
child-honouring. He carries a sense 
of responsibility at all times, but 
especially now.

“I’m doing my part and I think 
we all can play a part,” Cavoukian 
said. “It’s a very serious situation. 
It’s very serious here in Canada but 
we seem to be ahead of the curve 
compared to our neighbours to 
the south, who seem to be in for a 
rough time. My heart goes out to 
the afflicted.”

Cavoukian said he also wants to 
remind people of our duties to one 
another.

“This is a time when being kind 
to one another takes on a whole 
new meaning,” he said.

“I think it’s very important dur-
ing this time not to give in to a 
negative perspective,” he added. 
“We have to keep our spirits up, 
we have to stay positive because 
that helps the immune system. 
I like to remind people that our 
essence is infinite love — we were 
all born with it, so it doesn’t go 
away. We each have the powe r of 
infinite love and we can remember 
that to stay strong.”

“We can also feel afraid. That’s 
okay. But we don’t give in to it. We 
feel the fear but we stay strong in 
our love to overcome.”

Dylan Sings Quarantine can be 
found on Raffi’s Twitter page, his 
Facebook page and on YouTube. 

AWARDS 

Smart wins prize
Hummingbird poem best in contest

Salt Spring writer Christine Smart has won the Fed-
eration of British Columbia Writers’ 2020 Literary Writes 
Poetry Contest.

Smart’s poem called Hummingbird was chosen by the 
judges from a fi eld of nearly 100 submissions and a short 
list of six fi nalists.

“At fi rst, I was honoured to be shortlisted with fi ve 
other amazing poets,” said Smart. “Then when my poem 
was announced as the winner I was thrilled. And now the 
hummingbirds are back to celebrate.”

Smart’s winning poem will be published in the upcom-
ing issue of WordWorks.

Smart grew up in rural Quebec. She studied, travelled, 
then settled on Salt Spring Island in 1989. Her book called 
‘decked and dancing’ won the 2007 Acorn-Plantos Award. 
A book of poems, The White Crow, was published by 
Hedgerow Press. Christine’s poems have been antholo-
gized in Refugium, Sweet Water, Beyond Forgetting and 
Love of the Salish Islands.

In selecting Hummingbird as the winner, contest judge 
Jude Neale said, “We’ve all seen the small clutch of hum-
mingbirds as they gather at the feeder. The rapture. The 
awe. This wonderful poem, Hummingbird, was able to 
give us a glimpse of what we already knew but had for-
gotten. In a few deft strokes the author paints a visceral 
picture so clearly that we are left to ponder this: Like the 
bird, enticed into fl ying/fast/we dash full force toward/ 
something glimpsed/some truth longed for/.”

Other fi nalists were Michelle Brown, Anne Hopkinson, 
Alan Hill, Joanna Streetly and Yuko Kojima. 

PHOTO COURTESY RAFFI

Children’s entertainer and advocate Raffi  
has written a fun song for tough times 
that encourages hand-washing and 
social distancing. 
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A butterfly to remind 
me even though 
we are apart 

Your spirit is 
always with 
me forever in 
my heart...

In Memorium
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250-537-2770 • saltspringhospice.org
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AGM 
MARCH 25th
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until further 
notice.
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Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
How quickly the world can 
change! If you have been 
diligently securing your nest and 
nurturing your nest eggs, you 
will be experiencing the rewards 
and returns for your e� orts. If 
you feel like you are out on a limb 
and have not been as diligent as 
perhaps you now feel you should, 
then you have work to do. This 
includes generating new streams 
of income.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
Saturn’s in� uence is ever a 
double-edged sword. It is so 
due to the very nature of reality, 
in duality. On one hand, you feel 
like you have climbed steadily 
and have arrived at a high peak. 
On the other hand, it may be cold 
up there and is unlikely to feel 
comfortable and secure, despite 
feelings of victory. It is probably 
time to outline a new plan.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
You may feel as though you 
have come through a powerful 
phase of change that has literally 
transformed you inside and out. 
Positively, you feel like you can 
breathe deeply again. However, 
as life goes, you � nd yourself 
in a new arena of experiences. 
This one will push you to take 
pioneering initiatives and will 
include other things to learn.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
The journey of Saturn in Aquarius 
is destined to have a powerful, 
transformational impact on you. 
It will not happen all at once, 
yet, it has already begun. It will 
have a direct in� uence on your 
personal and professional life. 
Jupiter is currently synchronizing 
with expansion and it too is 
impacting your very sense of self 
and in relation to your career and 
social status.
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
A whole new level of 
commitment will be activated 
by Saturn in Aquarius for you. 
You will have to be patient and 
it will include a process of paying 
your dues. This can come in the 
form of � nancial outlays, but 
will probably more fully include 
a learning/training process. This 
will come in stages and it begins 
now. If you have already been 
busy this way, expect to be busier.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Overcoming fear brings rewards. 
This is usually a ‘learned and 
earned’ process. Fear is very 
instinctual and activates our 
� ght or � ight mechanisms to 
survive. Often, fear is conjured by 
the stories we tell ourselves and 
especially by our own overactive 
imagination. Resistance to 
change or attachment to comfort 
and familiarity or to an inability 
or unwillingness to adapt is the 
other issues to overcome.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Challenging times can activate 
heroism and untapped reserves 
of strength and resolve. On the 
other hand, they can activate our 
lower nature where we slip into 
despair and indulge in justi� ed 
anger, reaction, and blame. 
While reaction can rise, it can 
also be managed. Gratitude is 
key to elevating our perspective 
and serves to intercept reactive 
behavior. ‘Calmness is power’.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
You have entered a cycle which 
will challenge you to lay claim 
to hidden reserves of power. 
This can generally be regarded 
as your resourcefulness. It also 
includes your willingness to enter 
new territory and to take new 
approaches. If ever there was a 
time to step into a new mode 
of action and reconsideration of 
your self-concept and what you 
deem possible, it is now.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
You have entered an important 
and powerful learning curve. It 
will require a whole new level 
of commitment. Fortunately, 
you may discover that you are 
in the mood to learn. This is not 
always the case, even for you, so 
the timing is good. It will also 
lead you to engage with new 
people and forge alliances, but 
this aspect will fully kick-in a 
little later.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
Well, the battalion of planets 
in your sign is sure making its 
impact on the world stage. This 
is true at an archetypal level 
and is not about you personally. 
While you are usually inclined 
towards traditional attitudes and 
approaches, destiny and outer 
circumstances are blending to 
direct your focus to look to the 
future.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
Saturn in your sign is destined 
to activate a whole new level 
of discipline. This will prove 
true over the course of the year 
and is likely to manifest as a 
challenging process. It could 
well include major changes close 
to home and even a change of 
residence, the concentrated focus 
of which will begin this week. It 
could manifest as something of a 
turbulent emotional ride so keep 
breathing.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
Saturn in Aquarius will manifest 
as an important follow-through 
process for you. While it will not 
bode well for new initiatives, it 
could prove successful regarding 
projects already started over the 
past months and years even. So 
review all the projects and goals 
that you have started but have 
not completed and focus to follow 
through, perhaps one at a time.

THIS WEEK’S  

HOROSCOPE
On Saturday, March 22, 2020, Saturn entered the revolutionary and future-
oriented sign of Aquarius (it was the 21st for most of North America). Saturn 
will remain in Aquarius until July 1st, when it will re-enter Capricorn, due 
to its retrograde cycle, where it will remain until December 17. Saturn will 
reach 1 Aquarius 57 by May 11 on which day it turns retrograde. Saturn will 
then retrograde back to 25 Capricorn 20 until September 28 when it will re-
sume direct motion again. So, despite the retrograde back into its own ruling 
sign of Capricorn for 5.5 months, Saturn will o�  cially enter Aquarius, the 
sign it co-rules on March 22 largely remaining there until March 7, 2023. This 
Saturn theme, the famously ringed planet symbolic of karma, duty, disci-
pline, limitations, restrictions, and restraints, and responsibilities are clearly 
playing a major role now and will all year culminating in a conjunction with 
Jupiter on Winter Solstice. The Aquarian in� uence indicates revolution and it 
is occurring on a global scale by the command of destiny.

Michael O’Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

Superintendent 
Marv Young

June 28, 1935 - 
March 17, 2020

Marv passed peacefully at 
the Lady Minto Hospital, 
after a  battle with A.L.S. His 
wife, daughter, son and three 
grandchildren were by his side.

Marv served 35 years in 
the R.C.M.P. and enjoyed his 
retirement years golfing on Salt 
Spring Island.

At this time no service is 
planned.  

Donations to the A. L. S. 
Society would be very much 
appreciated.

Obituaries Obituaries In Memoriam
Celebration of Life cancelled

Lorentsen

What’s happening at your Library?
Find out at the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
3:30 p.m. Thursday, March 26, 2020

Salt Spring Island Library, 129 McPhillips Ave., Ganges, BC

Members with valid library cards are  invited to attend 
using Zoom video conferencing by computer or phone.

Please see the library website for details.

A resolution to amend the bylaws of the 
Association will be presented for approval 
by the members of the Association present 
at the Annual General Meeting. The full text 
of the proposed resolution will be posted 
on the Library’s website http://saltspring.
bc.libraries.coop/ between the publication 
of this advertisement and the Annual 
General Meeting.

will be held 
Monday March 30, 2020 

at the Lions Hart Bradley Hall
103 Bonnet Avenue

Salt Spring Island at 1:30pm

AnnuAL 
GenerAL 
MeetInG

of the

CANCELLED

Coming Events

Coming Events

Coming Events

Coming Events

Volunteers needed 
for the  Conservancy’s 

School Program 
250-538-0318

Information Information

Concrete & Placing

Serving the Gulf Islands

345 Rainbow Road 

250-537-2611

GULF 
COAST 

MATERIALS

• Concrete
• Concrete Pumps
• Sand/Rock
• Rebar
• Bagged Cement
• Colour & Sealers

Call to schedule
material

Drafting & Design

Building Supplies

INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008. 
Built with concrete posts. 

Barns, shops, riding arenas, 
machine sheds and more. 

Adam.s@
integritybuilt.com.
1-250-351-5374.

www.integritybuilt.com

Firewood/Fuel
Wood for Sale

Storage
SELF STORAGE

Coming Events Career  
Opportunities

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEEtiNG 

of the 
CENtRAL 

CoMMUNity HALL 
SoCiEty

 Sunday 
March 29, 2020 at 

1:00 pm in the main hall 
at 901 North End Road. 

Public welcome.

Computer Services

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for 

troubleshooting, software & 
networking support.  We do 

house calls. 
250-537-2827 or 

cell 250-538-7017. 
Please back-up 

your important data now!

ISLAND SAVINGS
A division of First West 
Credit Union is a tight-knit 
team of smart, friendly,   
creative, skillful & passionate 
professionals spread across 
British Columbia and        
beyond. We’ve come         
together because we believe 
in making a real difference in 
people’s fi nancial lives. We 
believe that keeping things 
simple, showing leadership, 
and banking cooperatively 
can change the world for the 
better. We are seeking a full 
or part-time Member        
Services Advisor to join our 
team. The Member Services 
Advisor is responsible for 
providing exceptional      
customer service to current 
and potential members      
by completing member        
transactions, providing    
members with solutions to 
their fi nancial needs, and/or 
referring members to an ap-
propriate advisor. We offer a 
total rewards package that 
includes a competitive base 
salary, annual performance-
based bonus eligibility, merit 
pay increases, fl exible bene-
fi ts and retirement benefi ts. 
To apply, please visit our ca-
reer site at http://www.     
fi rstwestcu.ca/careers or 
email your resume to      
hgillette@fi rstwestcu.ca.
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Offer(s) available on select new 2018 models through participating dealers to qualified retail customers who take delivery from June 1 to July 3, 2018. Dealers may sell or lease for less. Some conditions apply. See dealer for complete details. Vehicles shown may include optional accessories and upgrades available at extra cost. All offers are 
subject to change without notice. All pricing includes delivery and destination fees up to $1,785, $22 AMVIC, $100 A/C charge (where applicable). Excludes taxes, licensing, PPSA, registration, insurance, variable dealer administration fees, fuel-fill charges up to $100, and down payment (if applicable and unless otherwise specified). Other 
lease and financing options also available. Φ0% financing is only available on select new models to qualified customers on approved credit. Representative Financing Example: Finance a new 2018 Sportage LX FWD (SP751J)/2018 Sorento LX FWD (SR75AJ) with a selling price of $26,502/$27,902 at 0.99%/0% for 84/60 months for a total 
number of 364/260 weekly payments of $75/$107 with $0 down. Payment amount includes $500/$2,000 Bonus. Cost of borrowing is $926 for a total obligation of $26,502/$27,902. ≠0% leasing offer is only available on select new models to qualified customers on approved credit. Representative Leasing Example: Lease offer available on 
approved credit (OAC), on the new 2018 Soul LX AT (SO552J) with a selling price of $21,902 is based on a total number of 208 weekly payments of $47 for 48 months at 1.9% with $0 security deposit, $2,050 down payment and first payment due at lease inception. Offer includes $1,000 Bonus. Total lease obligation is $9,857 with the option to 
purchase at the end of the term for $10,065. Lease has 16,000 km/yr allowance (other packages available and $0.12/km for excess kilometres). «Cash Purchase Price for the new 2018 Forte LX MT (FO541J) is $13,652 and includes $3,500 cash discount. Cash discount varies by model and trim and is deducted from the negotiated selling price 
before taxes. ‡Model shown Manufacturer Suggested Retail Price for 2018 Sorento SX Turbo AWD (SR751J)/2018 Forte SX AT (FO747J)/2018 Sportage SX Turbo AWD (SP757J)/2018 Soul EX Premium (SO75AJ) is $42,495/$27,295/$39,595/$25,995. ∑None of the features we describe are intended to replace the driver’s responsibility to exercise due 
care while driving and are not a substitute for safe driving practices. Some features may have technological limitations. For additional information regarding the various features, including their limitations and restrictions, please refer to your vehicle’s Owner’s Manual. ΩCompatible smartphone required. Data rates may apply, please 
check with your wireless service provider. Apple, the Apple logo, CarPlay, and iPhone are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the US and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Google, Google Play, Google Maps, and Android Auto are trademarks of Google Inc. Google Maps ©2018 Google. The 2018 Sportage/2018 
Sorento was awarded the 2018 Top Safety Pick by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) for model year 2018. U.S. models tested. Visit www.iihs.org for full details. The 2018 Forte/2018 Soul was awarded the 2018 Top Safety Pick+ by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) for model year 2018. U.S. models tested. Visit 
www.iihs.org for full details. Information in this advertisement is believed to be accurate at the time of printing. °Unlimited roadside assistance is only applicable on 2017 models and onward. For more information on our 5-year warranty coverage, visit kia.ca or call us at 1-877-542-2886. Kia is a trademark of Kia Motors Corporation.
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Soul EX Premium shown‡

LX AT

2018

Forte SX AT shown‡

LX MT

2018

$2,050 DOWN & INCLUDES $1,000 BONUS≠

$47
LEASE FROM

WEEKLY
1.9%

48 MONTHS≠

BONUSΦ
0%
FINANCING

$2,000

$13,652«

$3,500INCLUDES IN CASH DISCOUNTS«

TSP+ when equipped with 
optional autonomous emergency 

braking and HID headlights. 

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM

Sorento SX Turbo AWD shown‡

2018
CLEAROUT
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

+

GET

TSP when equipped with optional 
autonomous emergency braking 

and HID headlights; applies to 
vehicles built after May 2017.

TSP+ when equipped with 
optional autonomous emergency 
braking and HID headlights with 
Dynamic Bending Lights; applies 

to sedan models only. 

LX FWD

2018 TSP when equipped with optional 
autonomous emergency braking 
and HID headlights; applies to 
vehicles built after June 2017.Sportage SX Turbo AWD shown‡

INCLUDES 
$500 BONUSΦ 

AVAILABLE FEATURES:  APPLE CARPLAY® & 
ANDROID AUTOTM Ω, PANORAMIC SUNROOF,  
SMART POWER LIFTGATE, BLIND SPOT 
DETECTION∑, FRONT AND REAR  
PARKING SENSORS, FRONT &  
REAR HEATED SEATS 

$75
FINANCE FROM 

WEEKLY
0.99%

84 MONTHS Φ

$0
DOWNΦ

T:8.5”

T
:1

1
”

Harris Kia
2575 BOWEN ROAD, NANAIMO, BC V9T 3L4
Toll free 888-474-9973  •  www.harriskia.ca

facebook.com/HarrisKia  •  @HarrisKia on Twitter
Follow us on Instagram @HarrisKia

• SAVE $8,000 (IZEV $5000 and CEV $3000) 
• World class technology and safety features

CALL NOW FOR BEST SELECTION!

• 2019 Kia Niro EV 
(starting at 
$47,090) 

• Comes with a 
64kw battery

2020 
EV SOUL 

in stock now!

• 2020 Kia Soul EV 
(starting at 
$44,690)

• With a 39 kw battery 
or optional
64 kw battery
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lease and financing options also available. Φ0% financing is only available on select new models to qualified customers on approved credit. Representative Financing Example: Finance a new 2018 Sportage LX FWD (SP751J)/2018 Sorento LX FWD (SR75AJ) with a selling price of $26,502/$27,902 at 0.99%/0% for 84/60 months for a total 
number of 364/260 weekly payments of $75/$107 with $0 down. Payment amount includes $500/$2,000 Bonus. Cost of borrowing is $926 for a total obligation of $26,502/$27,902. ≠0% leasing offer is only available on select new models to qualified customers on approved credit. Representative Leasing Example: Lease offer available on 
approved credit (OAC), on the new 2018 Soul LX AT (SO552J) with a selling price of $21,902 is based on a total number of 208 weekly payments of $47 for 48 months at 1.9% with $0 security deposit, $2,050 down payment and first payment due at lease inception. Offer includes $1,000 Bonus. Total lease obligation is $9,857 with the option to 
purchase at the end of the term for $10,065. Lease has 16,000 km/yr allowance (other packages available and $0.12/km for excess kilometres). «Cash Purchase Price for the new 2018 Forte LX MT (FO541J) is $13,652 and includes $3,500 cash discount. Cash discount varies by model and trim and is deducted from the negotiated selling price 
before taxes. ‡Model shown Manufacturer Suggested Retail Price for 2018 Sorento SX Turbo AWD (SR751J)/2018 Forte SX AT (FO747J)/2018 Sportage SX Turbo AWD (SP757J)/2018 Soul EX Premium (SO75AJ) is $42,495/$27,295/$39,595/$25,995. ∑None of the features we describe are intended to replace the driver’s responsibility to exercise due 
care while driving and are not a substitute for safe driving practices. Some features may have technological limitations. For additional information regarding the various features, including their limitations and restrictions, please refer to your vehicle’s Owner’s Manual. ΩCompatible smartphone required. Data rates may apply, please 
check with your wireless service provider. Apple, the Apple logo, CarPlay, and iPhone are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the US and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Google, Google Play, Google Maps, and Android Auto are trademarks of Google Inc. Google Maps ©2018 Google. The 2018 Sportage/2018 
Sorento was awarded the 2018 Top Safety Pick by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) for model year 2018. U.S. models tested. Visit www.iihs.org for full details. The 2018 Forte/2018 Soul was awarded the 2018 Top Safety Pick+ by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) for model year 2018. U.S. models tested. Visit 
www.iihs.org for full details. Information in this advertisement is believed to be accurate at the time of printing. °Unlimited roadside assistance is only applicable on 2017 models and onward. For more information on our 5-year warranty coverage, visit kia.ca or call us at 1-877-542-2886. Kia is a trademark of Kia Motors Corporation.
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Harris Kia
2575 BOWEN ROAD, NANAIMO, BC V9T 3L4
Toll free 888-474-9973  •  www.harriskia.ca

facebook.com/HarrisKia  •  @HarrisKia on Twitter
Follow us on Instagram @HarrisKia

•  CEV for BC rebate $3,000
•  iZEV rebate for $5,000
•  B.C. ScrapIt program launches again on January 6th 

and that benefit adds $6,000 in rebate value 
•  World class technology and safety features

KIA CANADA 
MAKES IT EASY... 
TO GET YOU INTO 
YOUR NEW ELECTRIC VEHICLE
• 2020 Kia Soul EV premium  

30 kWh battery 
$44,690

• 2020 Kia Soul EV limited 
64 kWh battery
$53,690

CALL NOW FOR BEST SELECTION!

DUNCAN HYUNDAI
2801 ROBERTS ROAD, RR#6, DUNCAN BC  •  250-746-0335  •  www.duncanhyundai.ca

First-ever VENUE.
Younger and wiser.

AUTOMOTIVE NEWSAUTOMOTIVE NEWSAUTOMOTIVE NEWSAUTOMOTIVE NEWS • Vehicle tips
• EVolution column
• Local auto deals

DRIVING SAFETY 

Dangers arise in walking and self-driving cars 
Humans are the 
unknown element 
in the safe 
transportation 
equation

My wife Sheri will tell you that 
I am a walking accident waiting 
to happen. 

I am one of those people with 
wonky ankles who can get hurt 
while moving, either by walking, 
skipping, jogging or climbing 
over objects. Wait a few minutes 
and down I go. It’s just the way 
I am. But if you search YouTube 
under “falling over” you will see 
other folks like me. 

For most, walking is not really 
dangerous. But then add some 
potentially distracting technol-
ogy. You can listen to music while 
walking. You can talk on your 
phone, check your email, text 
message, check your Fitbit steps, 
or use your GPS to see where 
that Starbucks is hiding. Or many 
of those at the same time. All 

nifty cool, but all these activities 
carry increased risk and, if you 
are not very careful, the hospital 
visits are forthcoming. Technol-
ogy is very nice, but it needs to 
be used in a responsible way and 
maybe that means for me, not 
while in motion.

What about bikes? Even after 
helpful technology like helmets, 
blinking lights and bells, I person-
ally know of many very serious 
bike accidents. Broken bones, 
bandages, crutches, that sort of 
thing. Add a distracting technol-
ogy like some mentioned above, 
and the crash rates are destined 
to climb. I am sure if humans 
could fi gure out a way to text 

while biking, they would do 
so and . . . back to the hospital.

But this is an EV car column 
right? And boy, have both 
helpful technology and dis-
tractive technology arrived in 
the car world, and more is on 
the way.

The fi rst somewhat helpful 
technology was cruise control. 
You set a speed and the car, 
jerkily in the very early ren-

ditions and pretty darn nice in 
the recent versions, maintains a 
constant speed while you “keep 
your eyes open, hands on the 
wheel and your foot near the 
brake.” A helpful feature.

Next on the autonomous driv-
ing path is adding some cameras 
(backup and other) and radar 
(Lidar) to detect lane departures 
and warnings that you are fol-
lowing too close to the car in 
front. The human might start to 
feel indestructible, right?  Not so. 
Just as with cruise control, each 
new technology will take time to 
mature and be safe enough for 
us accident prone and risk-taking 
humans.  

What about distractions? 
It started with listening to the 
radio or music (I can personally 
tell you the serious risk of lis-
tening to a meditation talk — 
complete with a practice-session 
silent sit — while driving down 
the highway. Totally unsmart.) 

And for the silly-willies. You 
can talk on a cell phone (if law 
enforcement is looking the other 
way). And texting -— REALLY?

Is there hope? Can the tech-
nologically packed vehicle save 
us?

Enter the vision of the car 
that drives itself. It picks you 
up, delivers you to the restau-
rant and parks itself. You dine 
and wine, and it gets you home 
again. Tesla is a world leader on 
the path to provide fully auton-
omous driving, but is being 
chased by Waymo and many 
others. Tesla has released early 
versions of Autopilot for a few 
years now and there have been 
some accidents, some quite hor-
rific. Even though the manu-
al and dash warning message 
tells you to keep your hands on 

the wheel and tests you peri-
odically, it seems like a siren to 
let the stupid amongst us sit 
back, relax, make a phone call 
or answer emails. Bad things 
happen. 

But the engineers are on it. 
Tesla has about one million 
vehicles building an AI driving 
database. The technology is 
improving at a dramatic pace 
and self-driving vehicles promise 
to maybe make the world a far 
safer place. Will I trust it? I don’t 
have an opinion yet, but if it 
safely gets me from A to B with-
out falling over, count me in.

The bottom line is that every-
thing we do transportation-wise 
carries risk. And we humans tend 
to seek out ways to duck the 
odds and increase the riskiness. 
The ditches were fi lled with past 
failures. And while I might be 
dangerous while walking, per-
haps the self-driving car will 
fi nally make the streets safer for 
everybody.

I encourage your respectful 
comments. I can be reached at 
jstanden@ucalgary.ca.

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE

Common brake noises diagnosed
Noises that pop up when applying the 

brakes can be especially scary for motorists. 
The two most common brake noises are 
grinding and squealing. 

GRINDING BRAKES
If the grinding sound is audible when 

pressing on the brake pedal, this is likely 
because the rotor disc is coming into con-
tact with part of the caliper. This typically 
occurs because the brake pads or rotors are 
extremely worn down, causing the steel 
backing of the worn out pad to grind against 
the rotor. 

If the grinding noise is audible while the 
vehicle is in motion, debris might be stuck 
inside the brakes. Drivers might be able to 

dislodge this debris by repeatedly moving 
their cars forward and backward in a safe 
place, such as a driveway. If that does not 
work, have the brakes serviced by a qualifi ed 
mechanic.

SQUEALING
Many drivers are familiar with the high-

pitched squealing sound that comes from 
their vehicles or those of fellow motorists. 
That squeal, while certainly not music to the 
ears, might be a good thing. That’s because 
some brake pads are equipped with small 
steel clips that serve as wear indicators. 
When brake pads have worn down, these 
devices produce a squealing sound to let 
drivers know it’s time to get new brake pads.

Jim 
Standen

EV 
OLUTION 



166 RAINBOW RD PH: 250-537-5564 FAX: 250-537-1207
www.windsorssi.com  •  general@windsorssi.com LOCALLY OWNED + OPERATED

VALUED CUSTOMERS, STAFF AND VENDORS:

Windsor Plywood Salt Spring Island staff, management and 
owners have been monitoring the accelerating circumstances 
of the COVID-19 global pandemic and responding to the latest 
recommendations to the best of our abilities. During this challenging 
time, our critical focus continues to be on the health and welfare of 
our staff, customers, business partners, and community. 

We are taking every precaution in order to minimize the risk to 
everyone.

We remain dedicated to our relationships with our loyal customers, 
vendors and freight suppliers.  To do this, we encourage you to avoid 
coming into our stores until we get through this.  We need your help to 
keep our staff healthy to serve you and of course to slow the spread of 
the virus.

To help you do this and continue your projects, or maybe start one, we 
are offering the following new services:

Call or email your pick-up order.  Pay by credit card or on your account 
and we will assemble your order and have it ready for you to pick up.  
We will do our best to accommodate your schedule, but due to the 
volume of orders some delays may occur and we ask for your patience.

We will also deliver small purchases to most addresses on Salt Spring 
Island for a nominal charge of $10.  Call or email your $50 minimum 
delivery order and pay by credit card or on your account and we will 
deliver to you.  Items from our yards are subject to our regular delivery 
costs.  $50 minimum purchase price does not include taxes or delivery 
fee.  We will deliver your order as soon as we can, aiming for three days 
or less (excluding weekends).

If you have an account and want to pick up your supplies at our 
Beddis location and not enter the trailer, stop outside and text the 
phone number at the trailer door with your account number and we will 
come outside to write up your order as soon as we are able.

Staff, customers, vendors or freight drivers who have had any recent 
symptoms of COVID-19 or recently travelled internationally or have been 
exposed to anyone who has are not to enter either of our stores.  Do not 
enter any of our facilities if you are experiencing (or have experienced 
in the last two weeks) any of the following: cough, fever, shortness of 
breath, sore throat, or a runny nose. Go home and self isolate.

We have instituted enhanced cleaning services of often touched 
surfaces at both locations.

Rainbow Road is no longer open Sundays and holidays.  Check our 
website or Facebook page for our current hours.

If you must visit our stores or yards please shop early and avoid the 
crowds.  We are open for business at both locations at 6:30 am.  Our 
social distancing procedures at both stores are evolving daily.  At this 
time, we are allowing one customer at a time in our Beddis trailer and 
we have clearly marked spots to wait for service in our Rainbow Road 
store.  We are currently considering limiting the number of customers at 
one time in the Rainbow store.  

We no longer accept cash in payment for goods or services and our 
customer coffee service has been suspended.  There will be no food on 
or behind the counter at Rainbow Road.

There are clearly marked staff only areas including, but not limited 
to:  Behind our sales counters, Accounting, Shipping and Receiving and 
our Door Shop.  We expect our customers and vendors to respect these 
boundaries.

In order to keep maximum separation of our employees, our Beddis 
Road staff are not to enter the Rainbow Road store during open hours 
and the same in reverse.  Meetings are held outside or electronically as 
much as possible. All employees are encouraged to take their breaks 
outside and some are working from home and on shifts when the store 
is closed to reduce the concentration of staff at the stores in peak times.  

We ask for your patience and respect for our sales and service staff at 
this time. We are very proud of the leadership of our managers and the 
dedication and hard work of our entire staff.  They are working tirelessly 
to ensure your safety and at the same time serve your business needs.

We will graciously decline gifts of food from customers and vendors 
for sharing amongst the staff,  temporarily.  We expect double rations 
when this is over.

And it will be over.  When will depend largely upon our choices as 
individuals. 

Thank you for your continued support during this challenging period. 
We encourage you to follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.
com/windsorssi/ for service and policy updates as they occur.  

We are available to discuss any suggestions or concerns.

MIKE AND KEN, OWNERS

Windsor Plywood’s 
message to our community:

���� UPDATE: MARCH 23, 2020 ���

REMEMBER TO CHECK OUR CURRENT 
FLYER IN EFFECT TILL APRIL 11TH 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND 
INSTAGRAM FOR THE LATEST UPDATES

Monday-Friday 6:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday 8am - 5:30pm
Closed Sundays & holidays

Follow us 
on Facebook 
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