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Aquatic Centre Summer 
    Camps

Registration is now open ! !
All camp and program registrations can be done in 
person at the Rainbow Road Aquatic Centre, over 
the phone at 250.537.1402 or online at www.ssiparc.ca 

Summer Camps  &
Swimming LessonsSwimming LessonsSwimming Lessons

PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED
All camp and program registrations can be 

done in person at the Rainbow Road Aquatic 
Centre, over the phone at 250.537.1402 

or online at www.ssiparc.ca 

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gul� slandsdriftwood

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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TAXI, TOURS
& DELIVERY
TAXI, TOURS
& DELIVERY

SALTSPRINGTAXI.COM250.537.3030Salt Spring  Books

Canadian 
Fiction Sale
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• Country Grocer
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BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

At least fi ve north-end sheep farms have been victims 
of dog attacks in the last month. 

Dogs have killed or injured 18 sheep and cost farmers 
more than $3,600, as well as medication and vet costs. 
The farmers have been in contact with the RCMP and 
CRD animal control officer Wolfgang Brunnwieser. 
According to Sandy Robley, one of the farmers whose 
sheep have been mauled, Brunnwieser has instructed 
farmers to protect their livestock at all costs. 

“There are two or three people right in my neighbour-
hood that have loaded their guns and are just waiting to 
see these dogs,” she said.

Margaret Thomson, another sheep farmer in the 
area, said the attacks started when a group of dogs was 
seen chasing sheep in a local pasture. In that instance, 
the sheep were brought to safety and the dogs returned 
to their owner. Since then there have been four more 
attacks.

“They’re very, very severely mauled,” Robley said. “It’s 
not like a little pup running around and taking a bite out 
of your sheep. These things are dragged down and just 
chewed to bits.” 

Thomson said that most of the attacks occurred with-
in a couple of kilometres of Byron and Epron roads, near 
St. Mary Lake. Farmers have been looking for the alleged 
owner of the dogs — who is known to them — but have 
not been able to locate her. 

Thomson and Robley say the attacks have occurred 
quietly and at night. The dogs have been seen on mul-
tiple occasions by sheep farmers around the times of 
the attacks.

PHOTO BY RICHARD MAYER

FIRE IN THE SKY: Canada Day fi reworks light up the skies above and the waters of 
Ganges Harbour. See more Canada Day photos on page 9. 

Dog attacks
alarm sheep
farmers
An estimated 18 sheep killed 
or injured in past month

Fernwood
dock 
closed for
repair
work
Major repairs set to be 
completed by
Thursday

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The crane barge HM Tacoma 
is anchored at Fernwood this 
week while a crew from Heavy 
Metal Marine finishes up infra-
structure repairs.

A total project budget of 
$164,000 set by the Capital 
Regional District’s Salt Spring 
administration office includes 
a $132,000 construction bud-
get to replace damaged timber 
decking, damaged kick boards, 
some timber piles and damaged 
rubber fenders.

The project will also see new 
paint for hand rails, the gang-
way and lamp standards, plus 
installation of bird spikes on 
lamp standards and new elec-
trical equipment for some of 
the lamps.

Jennifer Shaw, proprietor 
of the nearby Fernwood Road 
Cafe, said she was surprised to 
see the popular amenity closed 
last week since she didn’t see 
much in the way of public noti-
fication, but added it’s good to 
know needed repairs are taking 
place.

INFRASTRUCTURELIVESTOCK 
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CHOCOLATE HEAVEN Pender couple openHope Bay shop
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $10.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes$98

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $10.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

$98

“Any safety issues definitely need to be fixed,” Shaw 
said. “It’s just unfortunate it has to happen in the sum-
mer. We are seeing increased boating traffic to the dock 
and lots of people coming over here.”

Repairs were scheduled to take place from June 26 
to July 5. The dock was temporarily re-opened for the 
Canada Day long weekend.

Tendering for the project took place in October 2017, 
with Fernwood Dock tied into a process for several proj-
ects identified under the Southern Gulf Islands Harbour 
Commission capital plan in order to realize administra-
tive efficiencies and leverage scale of economies. The 
local Fernwood Dock Management Commission was 

dissolved  some years back with administration moved 
to CRD Integrated Water Services and more lately to the 
CRD’s Salt Spring management team.

According to a CRD staff report, four facilities 
including Fernwood Dock were inspected by consul-
tants Moffatt & Nichol, wharfingers and CRD staff in 
May 2017 to confirm scope of works for each facility. 

The SGI Harbour Commission passed a resolution 
in October 2017 awarding the combined tender for 
infrastructure improvements to Fernwood Dock and 
Montague Harbour on Galiano Island to Heavy Metal 
Marine for $150,226.55. 

The company has been part of many coastal proj-
ects, including designing and building the boardwalk 
for the District of Sooke and constructing a new dock 
at the Institute of Ocean Sciences in Sidney.

Dock closure lifted for long weekend traffic ease

GoVErNANCE 

Community Alliance shares governance study results 
Local community 
commission and local 
government working 
group deemed most 
promising

By GAIL SJUBERG
D r i f t w o o D  E D i t o r 

The Governance Working Group of 
the Salt Spring Community Alliance 
has suggested two possible ways to 
improve local governance, following 
an extensive examination of a wide 
range of options. 

“There was nothing that was off 
the table,” said GWG member Brian 
Webster in introducing the group’s 
process at a June 25 meeting attend-
ed by about 50 people at Lions Hall. 

The meeting summarized results 
of an estimated 800 person-hours of 
volunteer work put in by 17 people 
and took questions from the crowd.

It outlined two possible ways to 
improve coordination and prior-

ity setting between various bodies, 
which Webster said was identified as 
a major problem with Salt Spring’s 
governance system during last sum-
mer’s incorporation referendum 
discussions. Dubbed a “local gov-
ernment working group” option, it 
would establish regular meetings of 
representatives from the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure, 
RCMP, fire district, North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District, Islands Trust 
and Capital Regional District. 

GWG group member Linda 
Adams, who is the former CAO of the 
Islands Trust, said it is envisioned as 
“something quite formal in that the 
groups would commit to going to 
it,” the meetings would occur on a 
regular schedule and minutes could 
be kept. No decisions could be made 
at such meetings because doing so 
would fetter the discretion of vari-
ous bodies involved, she said, but a 
town hall portion could be included, 
as well as time for guests to address 
specific topics.

“If we choose to do this [the differ-
ent agencies] would enter into some 

sort of memorandum of understand-
ing with each other,” said Adams. 

The other possibility is to pursue 
creation of a Local Community Com-
mission through the Capital Regional 
District. As presented by economist 
Richard Kerr, that option would see 
four to six paid commission mem-
bers elected island wide, in addition 
to the electoral area director who is 
currently the island’s lone elected 
CRD official. 

“In addition to bringing together 
decision making on all the matters 
the regional district deals with on 
the island, and which could become 
more than we have now, it would 
allow priority setting across different 
areas much more effectively than the 
current system,” said Webster. 

The LCC structure is well suited to 
taking on additional responsibilities, 
such as the NSSWD or fire district, 
which are both currently improve-
ment districts, he added. Creating an 
LCC would require the consent of the 
CRD and Salt Spring voter approval 
through a referendum. 

Adams explained that other poten-
tial options were investigated by the 
Governance Working Group but did 
not pass three major elimination cri-
teria. They could not require changes 
to provincial government legislation, 
which is a long and complex process 
that needs complete buy-in from the 
province; they had to protect the role 
of the Islands Trust and keep service 
delivery separate from land use; and 
they had to be acceptable to the pro-
vincial government policy-wise.

Other ideas deemed not worth 
pursuing included other forms of 
incorporation, having Salt Spring put 
into a different regional district, cre-
ating an Islands Trust regional district 
or a multi-service improvement dis-
trict, or developing a multi-service 
non-profit society to provide services 
as is the case on Hornby Island.

The governance group aims 
to publish a report by the end of 
August. 

The Community Alliance grew 
out of the incorporation referendum 
debate, with the aim of working to 
resolve issues of governance and 
community concerns. SSCA work-
ing groups are also meeting on the 
topics of environment, micro-eco-
nomics, housing/health, infrastruc-
ture and community visioning. 

The environment group is sched-
uled to give a report at the next SSCA 
meeting at Lions Hall on July 23 at 
7 p.m. 

For more information, visit www.
saltspringcommunityalliance.org 
or email Gayle Baker at ssispeaks@
gmail.com. 

doCK 
continued from 1

PhotoS bY ELizAbEth NoLAN

Far left: Warning signage posted 
at the entry to Fernwood Dock on 
June 26. Left: heavy Metal Marine’s 
large crane barge hM tacoma 
seen at anchor on Friday. Repairs 
to the dock are scheduled to be 
completed by thursday.

“If we choose to do this, 
[the different agencies] 
would enter into some 
sort of memorandum 
of understanding with 
each other.” 
LINDA ADAMS
Salt Spring Community 
Alliance Governance Working 
Group member
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
book & Jewellery Donation Drop-off Day: 
Thursday, JULY 5 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Country Grocer parking lot, north side

Grads of 1993 
wanted

The GISS graduating class 
of 1993 is holding their 25th 
reunion and inviting any grads 
who have not yet heard about 
the event to connect with orga-
nizers. 

The celebration is in the 
Harbour House Hotel ban-

quet room on Saturday, July 
21 beginning at 6 p.m. Class-
mate Kemal Evans is providing 
music and DJ services for the 
evening. About 50 people have 
committed to coming, said Jes-
sica Haefner.

Grads of 1993 not already 
on the list should contact Maia 
Garland at mgarland@shaw.ca 
for more information and to 
arrange payment. 

Island man 
breaches
conditions 

Salt Spring resident Jordan 
Reigh was back at Duncan Pro-
vincial Court last week after 
being taken into custody for 
breaching his sentencing con-
ditions.

Reigh has been convicted for 
multiple crimes related to cred-
it card fraud and is currently 
serving a four-month condi-
tional sentence. He appeared 
in court on June 26 and was 
sentenced to one day of jail 
time for each of four counts of 
breach on June 28. 

He was released that same 
day as having served the time 
while in custody.

Officer named 
to Alexa’s Team

 Salt Spring RCMP Const. 
Alex Upshall was recognized at 
a recent ceremony in Victoria 
for his work related to impaired 
driving. Upshall was selected 
for Alexa’s Team, named for 
Alexa Middelaer, a four-year-
old who was killed by a drunk 

driver in 2008. The annual hon-
our recognizes police officers 
who go above and beyond to 
promote road safety and com-
bat impaired driving. 

In other local RCMP news, 
a road safety check stop at 
Vesuvius Bay and Lower Gan-
ges roads on June 23 resulted 
in a three-day immediate road-
side prohibition and the driv-
er’s vehicle being impounded.

News briefs

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper? 
Art Supply Paper?

Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

Island HIstorY 

Heritage Day and gallery offer lessons in farming past
Annex makes debut at 
Bittancourt Museum

bY eLiZabetH NOLaN 
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A hands-on window into Salt Spring’s history 
will open at the Farmers’ Institute grounds on 
Sunday, July 8, with the return of Heritage Day, 
which offers visitors everything from butter-
churning and bread-making to a multimedia 
museum exhibit.

The annual free event centred at the Bit-
tancourt Museum complex takes place from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. This year the hosts from the 
Salt Spring Farmers’ Heritage Foundation have 
moved up their mandate to encourage and 
promote agricultural education and aware-
ness within the community by adding a whole 
new room for visitors to enjoy at the settlers’ 
museum.

The Heritage Gallery exhibit and the space 
to house it were funded through a BC-Canada 
150 grant. The annex is home to photographs, 
information panels and a looping film describ-
ing more than 150 years of local farming history, 
from the first settlers in 1857 to the present day. 

A team of six to eight volunteers was respon-
sible for all the construction and finishing work 
required. 

“The volunteers have been terrific. Every-
one’s put so much work into it,” said foundation 
director John Fulker.

“We really didn’t get started until January,” 
added fellow director Tony Threlfall. “It was 
tough work because we were fighting with the 
weather — and we only work Tuesday morn-
ings.”

Many of the photos inside have been sourced 
from the Salt Spring Archives, printed through 
the expert knowledge of Fulker, who was a pro-
fessional photographer for most of his life. 

“We now have a pretty good collection of 
photos put together,” he said, but noted, “I’m 

trying to get more from the contemporary era.”
The new room is small but designed well for 

its purpose, with a vaulted ceiling and skylights 
providing lots of light for viewing the materi-
als. Another bonus to the addition is that it 
has created the opportunity for a wheelchair-
accessible emergency exit, when wheelchair 
access to the museum was formerly possible 
only through the front door.

Photos will be circulated in and out of the 
exhibition so the display doesn’t become static. 
The theme is farming work in action, with settler 
families shown milking cows, ploughing fields 
and running tractors. Right now visitors will see 
some of the classics from the Jesse Bond col-
lection and a few that bridge early and modern 
history. Charlie Sampson, who sits on the Salt 
Spring Farmers’ Heritage Foundation board, is 
seen as a small boy in two of the photos.

As the exhibit makes clear, Salt Spring’s place 
in British Columbia’s agricultural history has 
been surprisingly significant given the small 
land mass and population. In its heyday from 
the late 19th century to just before WWI, the 
island was considered the breadbasket of the 
province, sending out tons of produce as well as 
vast quantities of butter.

“When you see the quantities that were 
shipped from this island, it’s boggling,” Threlfall 
said. 

“They were selling to the Okanagan and 
down to the United States. And then the market 
collapsed completely after World War I,” Fulker 
said.

Many of the issues early settlers faced are the 
same ones that limit farming operations today. 
They include transportation problems to Van-
couver Island and the mainland, competition 

from larger operations in the U.S. and difficulty 
in finding affordable labour. 

Anyone who wants to get in touch with some 
of the other aspects that made historic farming 
life tough but rewarding will enjoy Heritage 
Day events. The activities include demonstra-
tions from the blacksmithing group and Salt 
Spring Weavers and Spinners, an antique saw-
mill in action and the restoration crew’s stable 
of running antique farm machinery. Hands-on 
fun for the entire family comes from log saw-
ing, an old-time kitchen with fresh bread and 
churned butter that participants help make, tug 
of war games and a variety of heritage crafts and 
amusements. 

Food options for purchase include a bar-
becue put on by the Farmers’ Institute and 
Salt Spring Island Women’s Institute pies 
and homemade ice cream.  

PhoTo ABovE BY ELizABETh NoLAN

Part of the new heritage Gallery at the Bittancourt Museum, which highlights local farming 
history. At right, an example of one of the gallery’s photos.
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www.prepareyourself.ca

https://www.crd.bc.ca/prepare-
yourself/get-prepared

Disasters cannot be prevented, and if something 
happens in your community, it may take emergency 
workers some time to reach you. You should be 
prepared to take care of yourself and your family for 
at least seven days.

Check out the 3 steps you need to take:  
1.  Know the Risks  2.  Make a Plan  3.  Get a Kit

Before an 
Emergency

EMERGENCY CARE:  
Portrait of an 

ESS Volunteer

�  Good Listener
�  Cares about people
�  Problem Solver

If this is you, please join us to claim your 
training. We need you to be a Reception Centre 
Volunteer. Call Elizabeth Zook 250-537-1220 or 
email ssiessd@crd.bc.ca.

www.prepareyourself.ca

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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�  Team Player
�  Loves to Learn
�  Can take direction

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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REGISTER FOR OUR 
PUBLIC ALERT 
NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
In a major  disaster getting warnings 
and alerts quickly to people is essential.  
Timing is critical.  Our new Public Alert 
Notifi cation system will assist with this 
need providing individuals a system using 
multiple communication methods including:  
cell phone, home phone, texting or email.

Note we have rebranded this system from 
the “Emergency Notifi cation System” to 
the “Public Alert Notifi cation System” due 
to new government regulations.  If you 
have previously signed up to the system 
you are still registered.

For any questions please contact:  
ssiepc@crd.bc.ca
This is free to register: 
www.crd.bc.ca/pans

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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POD Program
Do you know someone who loves to help 
others, is interested in disasters - man-made 
or nature-made, has a telephone, computer 
or loud voice, can organize a few people 
without bribing them, loves to talk about 
current weather related issues that interest 
you and your neighbours, e.g.  Wow did you 
see those reddy yellow skies?  Where di the 
sun go?  Is there a fi re nearby?  When do you 
think the smoke will reside? then that person 
might be the perfect person to join the POD 
program and help out your neighbourhood.

Please contact Laurel Hanley and 
ssidepc@crd.bc.ca or call 250-537-1220 if 
you know of such 
a person or 
if you would like 
to be part of a 
POD.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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328 Lower Ganges Road • 250.537.9933 • gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Send us your

PET PHOTOS!
Send your favourite pet photo* to 
news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com 
by July 8th for publication in a 
special feature on pets! 
We’ll choose the best ones for publication in 
All About Pets coming in July.
*Photos must be minimum of 200 dpi

North-end farmers urged to protect fl ocks

“They don’t bark so you don’t hear 
them. You just fi nd your sheep mauled 
to death. It’s horrifi c,” Robley said.

The farmers are urging sheep owners 
on the north end of the island to take 
precautions to protect their fl ocks. They 
are also asking dog owners to keep con-
trol of their animals.

“What we need to do is stop people 
letting their dogs loose,” Thomson said. 
“This has been a problem ever since 
I’ve been on the island . . . when dogs 
get together in a group, they behave like 
a pack of wild dogs. They chase sheep 
into a corner and then they tear them 
to pieces.”

The farmers say Brunnwieser has 
been trying to get in contact with the 
alleged owner to inform her about what 

has been happening, but has not been 
able to fi nd her. Brunnwieser did not 
return the Driftwood’s calls. 

“We’d like to inform her that these 
dogs are in serious trouble now and if 
we get them before she does they won’t 
be coming back,” Robley said. 

In B.C. it is legal for farmers to shoot 
dogs if the dogs are running at large 
and are attacking or viciously pursuing 
livestock.

RECREATION 

Bike Park construction gets rolling
Trail building underway in 
Mouat Park

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Trail building for the Salt Spring 
Lions Memorial Bike Park began last 
week. 

Charlie’s Excavating of Salt Spring 
is building the trails for the park, 
a process that is expected to last 
through July, according to an update 
provided by the Capital Regional Dis-
trict.

The goal is to open the park to rid-
ers in August. Fencing and landscap-
ing work will continue into fall. 

The park will be mainly for young-
er riders and their families. It will 
be a place for children to be able to 
have fun and to learn cycling skills 
that they can later take elsewhere 
on the island. Children as young as 
two years old will be able to ride at 
the park and learn valuable biking 
skills. It will not be a jump park or an 
advanced mountain bike park. 

John Wakefield, a parent and mem-
ber of the Salt Spring Bike Club, said 
in a press release that “having safe, 
fun and affordable recreational bik-
ing facilities for children and families 
to develop their skills in nature will 
be a great asset to the community.”

The facility will be built in a small 

section of Mouat Park next to the 
ArtSpring parking lot. 

Hiring a local company was one of 
the goals outlined by the Lions Club, 
which has provided $150,000 for the 
project. Club members will also be 
volunteering during the construction 
phase, installing wooden fencing at 

the site. 
Planning of the park has been going 

on for well over a year. There has 
been site analysis, an environmental 
review, a community open house and 
consultation. The design was final-
ized and approved by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission on May 14. 

SHEEP 
continued from 1

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

New bike park site under construction in Mouat Park.

ENVIRONMENT

Flexible plastics program has good start
Recycling depot requests attention to 
new categories

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A pilot program that is removing all sorts of plastic packag-
ing from landfi lls in British Columbia is already showing great 
results on Salt Spring, where islanders have embraced the new 
category since it launched on June 1.

Recycling depot manager Peter Grant said many people may 
have been hoarding material in hopes that they might one day 
be accepted. Others are just catching on to the fact there’s now 
somewhere to bring ziplock bags, coffee bags and all sorts of 
“crinkle” plastics. Workers are clearing one big bin per day. 

“The only real issue is people assuming all the plastics go 
together,” Grant reported. “Otherwise, we’re doing great.”

The main confusion seems to be the stretchy plastic category. 
Grant said people are throwing fl exible plastic packing materi-
als in along with their plastic bags, when they should be actually 
separated. 

“They have a different process for the soft stretchy plastic,” 
Grant explained. “Whereas this stuff, they’re going to sort 
through, experiment with recycling and turn the rest into engi-
neered fuel.”

Clear signage explaining which products go where is dis-
played over each of the bins. Most plastic packaging is now 

accepted in the fl exible plastics bin, and depot volunteers are 
happy to help if there are questions. 

One exception is anything that combines paper and plastic 
together, such as plastic-lined paper corn chip bags or coffee 
bags. 

For more information on the pilot program and what is con-
sidered to be fl exible plastic packaging, see recycle.bc.ca.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Sue Coates gets excited by new fl exible plastic option during 
a June visit to the Salt Spring Recyling Depot.
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Meaden Hall       
Salt Spring Legion 
(downstairs)
120 Blain Road

Community 
Information 
Meeting
Wed. July 11th, 
2018 at 5:30 p.m.

Public Hearing 
Wed. July 11th, 
2018 at 6:30 p.m.

 SALT SPRING ISLANd LocAL TRuST commITTee

PUBLIC HEARING 
132 Corbett Road (Croftonbrook), PID  000-698-865 

Bylaw No. 507

Rezoning for Affordable Housing & Office Use  

What are the bylaw changes about?

Anyone affected by 
the proposed  
bylaw. 

Bylaw No. 507 amends Section 9.9 - Residential Zones, of the                      
Salt Spring Island Land use Bylaw to: 
•	 Permit a maximum of 74 dwelling units, with a minimum of 34 

affordable housing dwelling units
•	 Permit office use

How do I get more information?
copies of the bylaw and other information is available at the Islands Trust 
office from June 28, 2018:
•	 #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.c. V8K 2N8
•	 monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. excluding statutory holidays. 
Written submissions are welcome until the conclusion of the Public Hearing. 

Go to: http://islandstrust.bc.ca/saltspring/applications for more info. 

Have
Your
Say 

Who should attend?

enquiries?
Susan Palmer, 
Planner

ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

250-537-9144
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Meaden Hall       
Salt Spring Legion 
(downstairs)
120 Blain Road

Community 
Information 
Meeting
Wed. July 11th, 
2018 at 5:30 p.m.

Public Hearing 
Wed. July 11th, 
2018 at 6:30 p.m.

 SALT SPRING ISLANd LocAL TRuST commITTee

PUBLIC HEARING 
132 Corbett Road (Croftonbrook), PID  000-698-865 

Bylaw No. 507

Rezoning for Affordable Housing & Office Use  

What are the bylaw changes about?

Anyone affected by 
the proposed  
bylaw. 

Bylaw No. 507 amends Section 9.9 - Residential Zones, of the                      
Salt Spring Island Land use Bylaw to: 
•	 Permit a maximum of 74 dwelling units, with a minimum of 34 

affordable housing dwelling units
•	 Permit office use

How do I get more information?
copies of the bylaw and other information is available at the Islands Trust 
office from June 28, 2018:
•	 #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.c. V8K 2N8
•	 monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. excluding statutory holidays. 
Written submissions are welcome until the conclusion of the Public Hearing. 

Go to: http://islandstrust.bc.ca/saltspring/applications for more info. 

Have
Your
Say 

Who should attend?

enquiries?
Susan Palmer, 
Planner

ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

250-537-9144

Copies of the bylaw and other information are available at the Islands Trust 
o� ice from June 28, 2018:

fErrIEs 

Stuck truck delays Vesuvius sailings

Terminal upgrades will look 
at softening trestle curve

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

BC Ferries sailings were delayed on 
the Crofton-Vesuvius route on Thursday 
evening after a flat-deck semi-truck got 
stuck on the corner of the Vesuvius ferry 
trestle. 

The truck was lodged in place for 50 

minutes until a tow truck was able to 
move it. The trailer caused damage to the 
railing of the trestle, which was replaced 
the following morning. Since the Howe 
Sound Queen is running on a busier 
summer schedule, the remaining sailings 
for the day were delayed, said BC Ferries 
public affairs manager Darin Guenette. 

“The vessel doesn’t have a lot of room 
to catch up because it is going back and 
forth all day,” he said. 

While the ferries themselves do not 

have maximum lengths set out, the 
curves of some terminal trestles can 
make it difficult for longer trucks to navi-
gate. Guenette said the Vesuvius dock 
curve is one of the things that BC Ferries 
is looking at for a terminal upgrade that is 
in the planning stages and will start in the 
next few years. 

“All 47 terminals essentially have a 
process where we’re looking at all of 
their current and future needs,” he said. 

“They’ll look at things like unneces-
sary curves for vehicles . . . A lot of the 
time these trestles are like that because 
of the way the prevalent winds or tides 
are. It’s better for the vessels to come in 
and out.”

BC Ferries plans to put the MV 
Quinitsa on the Crofton-Vesuvius route 
after the Labour Day long weekend. It 
will be running on the same modified 
schedule as is currently in place. The 
Quinitsa does have a lower car capacity, 
but has a much higher weight capacity. 

“It’s more open and it’s more of a 
barge. You could fill it with dump trucks 
and it would be fine, whereas the Howe 
Sound Queen actually has limitations 
on weight,” he said. With the Quinitsa, 
“They don’t have to worry about the 
total weight of all of the vehicles, they 
can just load as many as they can and 
go.”

Though the Crofton trestle does have 
a similar corner, Guenette said that he 
was unaware of any similar incidents on 
that side. The Crofton terminal is sched-
uled for an upgrade around the same 
time as the Vesuvius terminal.

soCIal IssuEs

Foundation report released
Salt Spring Island Foundation 
calculates living wage

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F 

In order for a family of four to make a 
comfortable living on Salt Spring Island, 
both adults need to be making at least 
$20.95 per hour, states a report produced 
by the Salt Spring Island Foundation. 

The just-released report outlines the low-
est wage that both adults in a family of four 
purportedly needs to earn in order to make 
ends meet. The wage is higher than that of 
both Metro Vancouver and Victoria, at $20.91 
and $20.50 respectively. Comparatively, 
Cowichan and the Comox Valley have lower 
living wages, at $19.05 and $16.59 each.

Annual family income would need to be 
$72,503.19 to be considered a “living wage” 
on Salt Spring, according to the report.

That amount is considered necessary 
for two working parents with two children 
aged four and seven to pay for necessities 
like shelter and to escape financial hard-
ship. 

“Salt Spring Island residents — partic-
ularly those with young families — may 
face cost of living challenges due to the 
rural nature and location of the island, the 
dependence of the island on tourism, and 
the need to work two or more part-time 
jobs to make ends meet,” a foundation 
press release reads.

The report highlights the challenges Salt 
Spring families face in trying to earn a liv-
ing wage. It says that families often need to 
work two or more part-time jobs and are 
often dependent on tourism to make an 
income. Monthly expenses are divided into 
10 categories, with shelter, childcare and 

food making up the largest expenses. The 
average family needs to spend over $2,000 
on shelter alone, according to the report. 

The report was compiled based on data 
from the 2017 Salt Spring Island VitalSigns 
report, which looked at the community in 
12 areas of interest. Living on an island also 
adds expenses that would not otherwise be 
considered, like ferry and medical costs. 
The report also listed food as being 10 per 
cent more expensive on Salt Spring, but 
due to a methodology issue was not able to 
factor that into calculations. 

“It adds important information to help 
islanders become more aware of the eco-
nomic challenges faced by local families 
and allows us to see where we stand in 
relation to other B.C. communities,” said 
foundation board chair Kees Ruurs.  

A living wage is different from the mini-
mum wage. In B.C., the minimum wage 
is the lowest legal wage that a business is 
allowed to pay its employees. The mini-
mum wage was raised to $12.65 per hour in 
B.C. this month and is still $8.30 less than 
the living wage outlined by the report. 

One of the main concerns voiced in 
last year’s VitalSigns report was the lack of 
affordable housing on the island. A single 
person making minimum wage would be 
paying almost 60 per cent of his or her 
income on shelter, according to the report. 

The wage was determined using a 
national standard calculation. It was devel-
oped by the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives and includes tax benefits, CPP 
payments and other similar government 
transfers and deductions. 

A summary of the report will be sent 
to islanders and copies of the full text are 
available at the Salt Spring Island Founda-
tion website. 

PHOTO COURTESY P. CAMPBELL

A tow-truck arrives to help move a flatbed truck off the Vesuvius ferry dock on 
Thursday afternoon. 

PHOTO BY HAROLD SWIERENgA 

stranGEr In town: Vehicles disembark from 
the Salish Raven at Fulford Harbour last Tuesday. The 
vessel was brought on to the Fulford-Swartz Bay run 
while the Skeena Queen underwent repairs over a 
one-day period. Feedback about the vessel was gen-
erally positive, with several people taking advantage 
of the cafeteria service on the Raven. The vessel is 
expected to return in 2019 when the Skeena Queen is 
off for several months receiving a mid-life refit.
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Working
groups
A 

grassroots initiative to 
improve local governance 
on Salt Spring Island is 
picking up steam.  

The Salt Spring Community Alliance was formed 
following the solid “no” vote in last September’s 
incorporation referendum. While most alliance 
members were publicly opposed to incorporation, 
the group consists of islanders from across the spec-
trum on the issue, indicating healthy collaboration 
at work. 

As stated at its monthly meeting at Lions Hall last 
week, few people familiar with how Salt Spring’s 
governance system functions would suggest it does 
not need improvement. 

After some intense investigation into various ways 
the system could be improved, the alliance’s Gover-
nance Working Group has come up with two major 
avenues it feels worth pursuing. 

One option is the local community commission. 
It could help address the 
disconnect between the 
various Capital Regional 
District commissions by 
bringing the services they 
provide under one CRD 
umbrella. Accountability 
and representation would 
exist through commis-
sioners being elected. 

After witnessing the recent Saturday market parking 
shuttle proposal, which saw CRD staff scuttle the 
shuttle despite enthusiastic support from two of 
three CRD commissions, more coordination within 
the CRD would be a good thing. However, because 
the LCC requires far more work, including full CRD 
buy-in and a referendum, it should be considered a 
longer-term possibility. 

The other concept is being called the “local gov-
ernment working group,” a form of which was active 
for a period of time in the 2000s. No decisions could 
be made at such a meeting, but at least the arms of 
the octopus that is Salt Spring governance would 
know what the others are up to once in a while. In its 
previous incarnation, the meetings were not open 
to the public. That should be changed if a group is in 
fact formed, as the alliance group has also suggested. 

This option should be relatively easy to enact and 
would defi nitely improve coordination between the 
disparate government agenices.  

Let’s hope genuine investigation of the “local 
government working group” is not blocked 
by government bodies whose cooperation is 
needed to make it a possibility. 

SSIF living wage report appreciated
The Living Wage for Salt Spring Island report commissioned by 

the Salt Spring Foundation is a long overdue and much appreci-
ated look at the real costs of living on Salt Spring. 

It shows us that our Canadian minimum wage is insuffi cient for 
living a nominally stress-free life. When referring to stress, in this 
case, I am addressing the stress of fi nding housing that is not fi lled 
with mould, or housing that has adequate space for a family, as well 
as the stress of being able to feed oneself and one’s family healthy 
food, especially food grown on our island.

It is important that the main employers on our island take this 
study seriously and approach it with a morality that goes beyond 
the bottom line. People should not be working for most of the 
wages being paid by the primary employers on this island. It is 
shameful and unnecessary. The disparity between the wages that 
are paid to our most needed workers in the retail section and the 
rest of us must be addressed. 

We are a profi t-driven society that does not address the issue of 
how much profi t is enough. Instead, we need to talk about worker 
health and well-being. We need to give our heads a shake and stop 
glossing over the problems. We need these workers. Really, what 
would we do without them? Who would stack the shelves with food 
and who would check out and bag our food?

Are we all capable of making our own clothes and shoes and 
tools and household and gardening supplies? Clearly not, but 
thanks to retail employees who provide this service to us, we 
walk in and there they are shelved and ready to be cashed out 
and bagged for us. We also receive information from these same 
employees that we might need in order to choose the appropriate 
item for our needs, or details that will help us to use them easily.

A person making $15 an hour, working an eight-hour day and 
fi ve days a week makes $31,000 minus taxes, etc., which is $25,000. 
Housing costs should be 33 per cent of their gross income, which is 
$852.50 per month. So we see how this is tightly tied in with afford-
able housing. Affordable housing for a single person with children 
who is making $15 an hour is only $852.

For those who make $12 an hour, the affordable level would be 
$686. A couple with two children making this wage would theoreti-
cally have $1,372 to spend on housing. Is this enough on Salt Spring 
or in Victoria, Vancouver, Toronto? How many units to fi t a family of 
four can be found at this price? Very few. 

We can also see through these figures why so many single 
women in the lower wage sector and raising children are living at or 
below the poverty level. This applies also to many senior women. 
More than 1.5 million Canadian women live in poverty and this 
continues to increase. Most of these older women were lower wage 
earners. It’s hard enough to make ends meet in this wage bracket 
and all but impossible to save for your older years. In the last 25 
years, Canada’s rate of poverty has increased by 25 per cent.

I am very appreciative that the Salt Spring Foundation has 
brought this report forward. What we will do about it is now the 
question. We must not put our heads in the proverbial sand pile.

The writer is a Salt Spring resident and former teacher who 
says she feels very privileged to have a wonderful pension. She 
adds that her foremothers and fathers were hard working, dedi-
cated low wage earners who were not so fortunate. They hoped 
that the future would be brighter for the working class.. 

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Hannah Brown
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Are you concerned about trade war impacts ?
Cast your ballot online at www.gul� slandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our offi  ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:
Yes           No 29 

 NO YES

70 

Would you consider buying 
an electric vehicle?

OPINION
2017 CCNA Awards 

Gold - Best All-Round  |  Gold - Best Editorial Page |  Silver - Best Front Page  |  Silver - Best Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker)
Silver - Best Coverage of the Arts  |  Best Community Newspaper Magazine (Aqua - Gulf Islands Living)

Silver - Best Print Innovation (Driftwood wall calendar) |  Silver - Best Print Ad (Home Hardware fall fair catalogue)

2017 BCYCNA Awards
Gold - Best Cartoonist (Dennis Parker)

Tony Richards, MANAGING DIRECTOR
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Ph: 250-537-9933  Fax: 250-537-2613  Toll Free: 1-877-537-9934

Email: driftwood@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   

Website: www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Canada Publication Mail No.0040050837 
International Standards Serial Number 1198-7782
Member of: Canadian Community Newspapers Association, B.C. & Yukon Community Newspapers Association, B.C. Press Council

Driftwood Published every Wednesday by Driftwood Publishing Ltd.
O�  ce Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday
Subscription Rates per year: 

In the Gulf Islands $55.00
Digital Edition with Print Edition: $75.00
Elsewhere in Canada $100.80  Foreign: $248.00
Digital Edition: $45.00 anywhere  |  Prices include GST  

Editorial: 
Elizabeth Nolan,
Marc Kitteringham

Front o�  ce: 
James Burton, 
Johanna WalknerDgiM DriftwooD 

gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

Advertising: 
Shirley Command Lorraine Sullivan

PRODUCTION MANAGER
 production@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Gail Sjuberg
MANAGING EDITOR

news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Amber Ogilvie
PUBLISHER

aogilvie@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

    GULF ISLANDS



Gulf Islands drIftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com   WEDNESDAY, JULY 4, 2018 |  7

Andrew And 
MAdison ClArk
Spend some time with my 
kids and family. 

eveline BoudreAu
I’m going to do a perfor-
mance piece in the park. 

eileen kernAghAn
I’m going to go to Bard on 
the Beach, keep my garden 
going and get ready to sell 
my house. 

riCk duggAn
We’re just visitors so we’ll go 
home and I’ll get back to my 
projects. 

Mike rouleAu
Keep on living. I live on the 
island, so I have no real plans 
for the summer. 

sAlt spring 
says
we asked: What are 
your big plans for 
the summer?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By GreGory Ast 
Honking has become a significant 

part of my life these days. 
You know that kind of honking? From 

agitated motorists who are on missions 
of national security? They’re so tight 
for time that they can’t allow an extra 
nine seconds to be removed from their 
Expected Time of Arrival.

I blame Salt Spring Island. You see, I 
took the motto too seriously. “Don’t try 
to change Salt Spring - let Salt Spring 
change you” is how I first heard it. I 
remember laughing about it the first 
time, years ago. I talked to local friends 
about it and was surprised at how many 
didn’t return my giggles. They took that 
phrase seriously.

“Greg, we take that motto seriously,” 
they said. “It’s an important contribu-
tion to your future health.”

So, I decided to let it happen. And it 
did. I changed. I slowed down. I noticed 
that others already had. Slowed down, 
that is. The whole island takes the extra 
nine seconds to let you cross the street 
or go ahead in the grocery line if you 
appear to need the time. 

Now to be fair, the grocery line often 
takes more than nine seconds. By my 
watch, the delay is 42 seconds, but in 
those 42 seconds, the person I let ahead 

and the cashier both talk-
ed to me about something 
enjoyable that improved my 
life, so I actually only wast-
ed nine seconds there too.

But I’m going to Victoria quite a bit 
these days. People there are obviously in 
the midst of terrifyingly serious matters 
and they do not have the time to waste 
those aforementioned nine seconds. 

However, they do have the time to 
blow their car’s horn at people like me 
who meander. The first blast nearly 
popped me out of my shoes. I turned to 
find out what had happened inside the 
car that caused the driver to blow their 
horn so dramatically. I thought perhaps 
a terrorist had commandeered their 
vehicle at knife-point and they were 
trying to attract my attention to their 
plight. Perhaps they thought I could 
rush into their dilemma and save them. 

But no, upon closer inspection, there 
was no terrorist. There was a middle-
aged guy at the wheel with a Pekinese 
riding shotgun and both were flipping 
me the bird. I was apparently walking 
too slowly across the street in their path 
to wherever they were headed. Doggy 
daycare, perhaps.

Then it happened again, and again. 
Mostly in shopping malls. I often walk 

from my parked car towards 
my destination (usually, a 
store — duh) and apparent-
ly take up too much of the 

pavement pre-ordained for the exclu-
sive use of the automobile. Drivers honk 
at me, regularly. Soon, I was ignoring 
the honks. No need to believe that any 
of the horn blasts actually wanted my 
attention. Rather they just wanted me to 
know that I was being considered a klutz 
by some extremely important people 
(them) in the provincial capital. For-
tunately, I have known that I’m a klutz 
for quite some time and their input was 
quite unnecessary.

But now it’s happened on Salt Spring. 
To be fair, it only happened once, and it 
was on market day and I was J-walking. 
But I was so surprised that I had to look 
into the car. Oh, my goodness! It was the 
guy with the Pekinese dog again! 

I found my shoes and returned them 
to my feet and then walked up to his 
window, which was rolled down. The 
Pekinese scowled at me. The man told 
me that I was J-walking. I could tell 
that his blood pressure was frightfully 
high by the colour of his complexion. I 
pointed out that it was market day and 
J-walking was permitted. He told me to 
pay closer attention to the rules of the 

road. I told him to stop trying to change 
Salt Spring. He told me to do an unnatu-
ral act and laid a strip of tire rubber 
in front of Ganges Alley as he headed 
up Ganges Hill, presumably to catch 
the first Fulford ferry back to civiliza-
tion. I swear the Pekinese flipped me yet 
another bird.

So, you see why I’m getting just a tad 
nervous. The time I’m now spending in 
Victoria could change me. I might need 
to pay closer attention to their big-city 
traffic patterns. Either that or just wear 
earphones with the white noise app.

So, I’m thinking of sporting a T-shirt 
in Victoria. I can buy it at Apple Photo. 
They’ll imprint it for me, did you know? 
“DON’T TRY TO CHANGE ISLANDERS. 
LET ISLANDERS CHANGE YOU.” Salt 
Spring Island Chamber of Commerce

I could start a whole new following. 
The collective blood pressure of the Saa-
nich Peninsula could drop significantly. 
I could open a kiosk at the Swartz Bay 
ferry terminal. Right there beside the Salt 
Spring Gelato franchise store.

The healthcare system could return to 
the black.

Great ideas come from simple obser-
vations.

The writer is a Salt Spring resident.

Time to promote a honk-free environment

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “there are two or three people right in my neigh-
bourhood that have loaded their guns and are just waiting to see these dogs.”

SANDY ROBLEY, SHEEP FARMER

Bridge over 
Salt Spring 
proposed as 
Malahat fix

T h e  f o l l ow i n g  l e t t e r 
was sent to Premier John 
Horgan and other govern-
ment representatives in 
response to a request for 
suggestions to  improve 
or replace the Malahat 
on Vancouver Island and 
was also sent to the Drift-
wood. 

This letter is for those 
who are  looking  for  a 
solution for the traff ic 
o n  s o u t h e r n  Va n c o u -
ver Island, not only for 
now, but also planning 
for future transportation 

needs in this area. 
Ye s ,  a  b r i d g e  f r o m 

Brentwood Bay to Mil l 
B a y  w o u l d  h e l p  a n d 
should be considered as 
a short-term solution.

I would like to put for-
ward the idea of  a  Pat 
Bay Highway-Salt Spring 
Island bridge route as a 
possible long-term solu-
tion. 

T h i s  w o u l d  b e  t h e 
shortest, straightest, low-
altitude route between 
Victoria  and Nanaimo. 
It would help to signifi-
cantly reduce the time 
to travel from Victoria to 
Nanaimo.

We a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s 
related to travell ing at 
higher alt itudes would 
not be an issue,  there-
by reducing the number 
of accidents and deaths 

c a u s e d  by  g o i n g  ov e r 
the Malahat  and other 
inland routes. This would 
also help to reduce the 
amount of fuel needed to 
travel between Victoria 
and Nanaimo.

This route also offers 
other  long-ter m plan-
n i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r 
moving people and goods 
on southern Vancouver 
Island. 

Did you realize that the 
shortest route across the 
Salish Sea is from the BC 
Ferries terminal at Tsaw-
wassen to near Sturdies 
Bay on Galiano island? 

The infrastructure and 
roads are all built on the 
mainland side.  What is 
required over  the next 
30 or 50 years or so is to 
have developed the roads 
and the infrastr ucture 

on the Vancouver Island 
side to connect our road 
and travel needs to those 
already existing on the 
mainland side. 

I  put these ideas for-
ward for consideration 
a s  t a l k i n g  p o i n t s  f o r 
future consideration on 
roads and routes for the 
movement of people and 
goods on southern Van-
couver island. 
PAt CLeMeNts, 
V i c t o r i a 

Raven’s debut 
at Fulford a 
hit with
passengers

The Salish Raven came 
to Fulford on Tuesday, 
June 26,  replacing the 

Skeena Queen on Route 4 
for the day. 

The Skeena was out of 
service for some planned 
maintenance. The Raven 
made a very impressive 
appearance coming into 
the berth, with a much 
higher profile than the 
l ow e r,  s l e e k e r  Sk e e n a 
Queen.

Because the 9:50 a.m. 
sailing required using the 
lower vehicle deck, the 
departure was delayed 
somewhat, but no vehi-
cles were left behind, as 
is often the case for that 
sailing with the Skeena.

The extensive Salish-
class  food ser vice was 
available and a surpris-
i ng l y  l a rg e  n u m b er  o f 
passengers took advan-
tage of it.  It  was a real 
contrast to the humble 

coffee vending machine 
on the Skeena. 

Some passengers had 
not  been on a  Sal ish-
class vessel before and 
spent the time checking 
out the ship.  The most 
common comment heard 
was “Can we keep it?” 

The Skeena was back 
the next day, but we can 
look forward to having 
the Salish Raven operat-
ing on this route when 
the Skeena is out of ser-
vice for several months 
next year for its midlife 
upgrade.

 It may even come back 
with real coffee.
HAroLD sWIereNGA,
c h a i r , 
S a l t  S p r i n g  F e r r y 
a d V i S o r y  c o m m i t t e e 
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Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...

Salt Spring Garbage

Give us a call for Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry lube oils, 
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

Wrong organization asks right questions
BY JEREMY MILSOM

T h e  f o l l ow i n g  i s  a  c o m -
ment to the B.C. Minister of 
Jobs, Trade and Technology 
responding to a request: “The 
Smal l  Business  Task  Force 
invites your ideas on how to 
maintain a healthy small busi-
ness environment, create good 
jobs and grow a sustainable 
economy for everyone.”

I  recently took the opportu-
nity to complete the “Engage” 
survey after reading about this 
initiative. Being in small busi-
ness for 25 years on Salt Spring 
Island and for 20 years prior, as 
a business strategy and finan-
cial  mentor and consultant 
to small businesses, I am well 
versed in the traits and tactics 
of being successful for more 
than the short term. My busi-
ness has survived 11 years and 
holding, currently employs 30 
people and all employees are 
above minimum wage as per-
mitted by an operation that 
has a financial plan, is regu-
larly monitored and critically 
measured and is subsequently 
capable of adapting to a world 
of change.  

As vice president of the Salt 
Spring Chamber of Commerce 
and a project volunteer with 
t h e  Co m m u n i t y  E c o n o m i c 
Development Commission, I 
consider myself as having a 
sound record of achievement 
and credibility.

Candidly, this “Engage” ini-
tiative is like the “Ministry of 
Foxes” attempting to figure out 
why the chickens in the coop 
are rapidly disappearing or 
already gone! The evidence is 
quite clear. Regardless of polit-
ical stripes, no government can 
ever comprehend the nature 
of how small businesses stay 
successful through the ever-
increasing challenges created 
mostly by government actions 
where the impact, particularly 
financial impact never affects 
the people or organizations 
that made these decisions.   

Fundamental facts, backed 
by evidence and trends are: 
“When prices change, behav-
iours change,”and “If govern-
ment could solve our prob-
lems, why haven’t they?”

Small business numbers and 
traditional prosperity are chal-
lenged by other factors as well.

They must form a foundation 
of any strategy to recognize 
and strengthen the viability of 
this sector that is also in the 

midst of profound change:
Demographics: Many com-

munities, particularly those 
in rural areas where younger 
workers leave to urban centres, 
are experiencing a diminish-
ing level of needed services. In 
these communities, business 
owners often have no ability to 
retire or sell their small busi-
ness in an orderly and finan-
cially viable way (succession 
plan). Many of these business-
es and farms are being aban-
doned or shutting down.

Spending Trends: Younger 
residents in most communities 
direct their spending toward 
“experiential” products over 
“mater ia l  s tuf f ”  and often 
without ownership of personal 
vehicles, make a growing por-
tion of their purchases online. 
As with older people who have 
similarly reduced their spend-
ing on “stuff,” this adds to the 
challenged viability of the tra-
ditional “bricks and mortar” 
retailers.

Impact of Taxes: With the 
higher price of rent, energy, 
e m p l oy e e  t a x e s ,  s h i p p i n g 
costs, wages, regulations and 
complex administration, the 
viability of the small business 
segment continues to be chal-
lenged. Behaviour is changing, 
as I stated! Many traditional 
entrepreneurs are increasingly 
discouraged and are attempt-
ing to retire in several ways 
that, most often, do not end 
well. Needless to say, declining 
business prosperity also has a 
negative impact on taxes paid 
by businesses, their employees 
and those in a declining rural 
c o m m u n i t y  re s i d e n t  b a s e.  
Government largesse is suf-
focating the very forces that 
allowed government largesse 
to be created!

Education: Younger people 
who want and need employ-
ment are often not ready to 
be employed, let alone run a 
business. The education sys-
tem has not demonstrated a 
realistic mandate to address 
the complex world of personal 
choice and outcome-responsi-
bility, life skills and planning, 
personal finance, planning for 
and finding a job, and basic 
economics. The recent obses-
sion for  non employment-
relevant education and social 

justice topics does l itt le to 
launch anyone into any form 
of  personal  responsibi l i ty, 
leadership or a career path. 
Again,  their  ear ly  employ-
ment opportunities have just 
been diluted by a higher price. 
Employers are finding ways to 
not increase employment by 
working harder, careful plan-
ning, reducing waste, better 
multi-tasking and adopting 
technological substitution.

Mu c h  m o re  a t t e n t i o n  i n 
education needs to focus on 
critical thinking, fact and evi-
dence-based decision-making 
and the nature of “thinking.” 
Demonstrate “what thinking 
is” rather than “what to think,” 
which is often perceived to be 
an agenda of the public educa-
tion system.

Private Sector Trends, Math 
and Decision-making:  Few 
businesses survive without the 
use of “brutal” objectivity, an 
endless dedication to work-
ing long hours,  looking for 
solutions “in the mirror” and 
being accountable for decision 
outcomes. Customers change 
loyalties quickly, so increasing 
prices to overcome a strate-
gic mistake or challenge is not 
likely to be a viable or added-
value choice. Private sector 
math comprehends that there 
is only so much money, only 
100 cents in each dollar and 
someone is always account-
able for the outcome.

Hopefully the small business 
community will respond to the 
“Engage” questionnaire and 
provide clarity to the Ministry 
of Foxes as to the challenge of 
being a chicken surrounded by 
the ever-hungry government 

carnivores at all three levels.
In my experience, it is clear 

that only the best prepared, 
educated and skilled individu-
als will be candidates for the 
continuity of,  and the gen-
erational succession of, small 
businesses.  

A l l  levels  of  gover nment 
need to understand the impact 
of  demographics,  spending 
behaviours, the trending face 
of  business  concentrat ion, 
from small bricks and mortar 
to big box malls to home-based 
to integration and absorption 
of weaker businesses. Econom-
ics and private sector creativity 
will largely drive the outcome 
if they can out-manoeuvre the 
foxes.

Another relevant opportu-
nity is in an education strat-
egy that increases focus toward 
employment  oppor tunit ies 
such as trades,  the diverse 
elder-care field, technology, 
transportation and hospitality.

The best place to learn to 
work is at work, but the recent 
price increase in minimum 
wages will  effectively dilute 
that opportunity for all but the 
best prepared and most pro-
ductive.

If the business community 
can adapt and reduce finan-
cial burden by reducing inef-
ficiency, duplication and waste 
to stay viable, why can gov-
ernment not address the same 
challenge? There exists out-
dated departments, resistance 
to technological change and 
non-productive cultures that 
need re-direction. This is an 
opportunity!

I suggest people read a recent 
Financial Post article about 
San Francisco that speaks to 
an example of emerging inno-
vative ways that the global 
business community responds 
to its survival instinct. This is 
coming at us too and when 
driverless vehicles, intelligent 
robots, drones and so much 
more are added in, the point is 
obvious. 

Innovation is  the domain 
of the private sector and I’m 
counting on my business and 
those I mentor, to remain via-
ble only by “out dancing” and 
creatively out running the ever 
eager foxes.

The writer is a Salt Spring 
business owner and vice-presi-
dent of the Salt Spring Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

Roses
An ambulance full of blood red roses for 

Dr. Manya Sadouski, all emergency room 
staff and the crew of BC Air Ambulance 
Services. We are eternally grateful to you 
for saving our son’s life. The Ruurs family

A huge bouquet of roses to the She Shed 
Tour organizing committee, whose June 
24 tour was a hugely successful fundraiser 

for SWOVA’s programs. Heartfelt thanks to 
the indefatigable Susan Wetmore, and to 
Adina Hildebrandt, Laura Hillstrom, Kathy 
Ramsey and Sue Sheane. Our thanks to 
all 13 she shed hosts for opening their 
creative spaces to inspire others. And 
another bouquet to Salt Spring Books for 
selling hundreds of tickets and waiving the 
fee! The SWOVA board

Thank you, Jim Pasuta, lawyer extraor-

dinaire, for your wise counsel to the board 
of directors of Central Hall.

Boy, that was quite a send-off for Arthur 
Black on June 23. Talk about a community 
event! Thanks to Country Grocer for all 
the food, the volunteers that made it all 
happen, and to the best community in the 
universe. I will remember all your kind-
nesses for the rest of my life. Lynne 
Raymond

RANTS and Roses
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community can adapt 
and reduce � nancial 
burden by reducing 
ine�  ciency, duplication 
and waste to stay viable, 
why can government 
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Zen Master Wolfgang says:  “
If you lend someone $20 and 

never see them again it w
as probably worth it.”

The truly great stand with the people, not above them.

An optimist is the one who gets 

treed by a lion and then enjoys the 

view.

Forget to breathe and attaining enlightenment will b
e the least of your worries

If you lend someone $20 and never see them again it 

was probably worth it.

friend us on 

facebook!

and win prizes!

www.facebook.com/
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driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  w
ww.gulfis
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt S
pringers won’t h

ave th
e opportunity

 to
 

vote on whether to incorporate as an island 

municipality
 until 

mid-summer at th
e earliest, 

with
 th

e upcoming provincial electio
n puttin

g 

a hold on all g
overnment d

ecisions from April 

through June. 

“While I’m
 sure th

ere are reasons for th
e delay, 

I th
ink it’s

 unfortunate,” said M
ark Aston, w

ho 

chaired the now disbanded Salt S
pring Incorpora-

tio
n Study Committe

e. “A
s tim

e contin
ues to pass 

the informatio
n recedes in people’s minds. I t

hink 

the m
ajority of fo

lks on both sides of th
e to

pic 

want a vote and a tim
ely resolutio

n of th
e issue.” 

Islanders engaged with
 th

e issues had origi-

nally hoped to
 see a re

ferendum held as early as 

this m
onth, after th

e committe
e m

ade its
 offi c

ial 

recommendatio
n to

 th
e M

inistry of C
ommunity, 

Sport a
nd Cultu

ral D
evelopment in

 November. 

Minister Peter Fassbender has yet to
 answer th

e 

recommendatio
n eith

er positiv
ely or negatively, 

but confi rmed to locally elected offi c
ials this week 

that no referendum can take place this spring.

Islands Trust tr
ustee George Grams had emailed 

the m
inister fo

r an update and announced th
e 

news at th
e Salt S

pring Local Trust C
ommitte

e 

meetin
g on Thursday. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

FAMILY DAY CREATIVITY: Sharing crafts a
nd painted faces fro

m the Salt Spring Arts 

Council’s F
amily Day event w

ith the Ta Daa Lady at M
ahon Hall M

onday are, fro
m left, O

rly Grif-

fi n, Stella Lauckner and Anna Roy.

Referendum

deferred by

B.C. election

timing
Extra tim

e welcomed by 

citizen groups  

GISS 

team 

heads to 

Ottawa

Fundraising campaign 

launched after w
inning 

regional fi n
als

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The senior im
prov team at 

Gulf I
slands Secondary School 

will b
e testin

g its
 powers against 

the best in
 th

e natio
n after win-

ning th
e trophy at th

e Vancou-

ver Island regional champion-

ships this weekend.

GISS came out th
e clear win-

ner at the Canadian Improv 

Games semi-fin
als in

 Victoria 

on Saturday. They repeated their 

success at S
unday’s fi n

al com-

petiti
on with

 an aggregate to
tal 

of 7
98 points, p

lus th
e highest 

scores in
 th

ree of th
e fo

ur com-

ponent categories. 

Team members  Melanie 

Gregory-Worsell, P
eter Hoskins, 

A m e l i a  Mc C l u s k e y,  Ka n e 

O’Scalle
igh, Fiona Pirie and 

Shay Steele are now going to 

see how th
ey stack up against 

the rest of Canada, as one of 

only 20 teams to earn a berth to 

the natio
nal championships in

 

Otta
wa in April. 

“GISS has made it to the 

natio
nal to

urnament fo
ur tim

es 

in th
e past, b

ut it’s
 been nine 

years since we’ve hoisted this 

trophy and it 
is a huge accom-

plishment,” said coach Jason 

Donaldson.

IMPROV ARTS

GOVERNANCE 
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt S
pringers won’t h

ave th
e opportunity

 to
 

vote on whether to incorporate as an island 

municipality
 until 

mid-summer at th
e earliest, 

with
 th

e upcoming provincial electio
n puttin

g 

a hold on all g
overnment d

ecisions from April 

through June. 

“While I’m
 sure th

ere are reasons for th
e delay, 

I th
ink it’s

 unfortunate,” said M
ark Aston, w

ho 

chaired the now disbanded Salt S
pring Incorpora-

tio
n Study Committe

e. “A
s tim

e contin
ues to pass 

the informatio
n recedes in people’s minds. I t

hink 

the m
ajority of fo

lks on both sides of th
e to

pic 

want a vote and a tim
ely resolutio

n of th
e issue.” 

Islanders engaged with
 th

e issues had origi-

nally hoped to
 see a re

ferendum held as early as 

this m
onth, after th

e committe
e m

ade its
 offi c

ial 

recommendatio
n to

 th
e M

inistry of C
ommunity, 

Sport a
nd Cultu

ral D
evelopment in

 November. 

Minister Peter Fassbender has yet to
 answer th

e 

recommendatio
n eith

er positiv
ely or negatively, 

but confi rmed to locally elected offi c
ials this week 

that no referendum can take place this spring.

Islands Trust tr
ustee George Grams had emailed 

the m
inister fo

r an update and announced th
e 

news at th
e Salt S

pring Local Trust C
ommitte

e 

meetin
g on Thursday. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

FAMILY DAY CREATIVITY: Sharing crafts a
nd painted faces fro

m the Salt Spring Arts 

Council’s F
amily Day event w

ith the Ta Daa Lady at M
ahon Hall M

onday are, fro
m left, O

rly Grif-

fi n, Stella Lauckner and Anna Roy.

Referendum

deferred by

B.C. election

timing
Extra tim

e welcomed by 

citizen groups  

GISS 

team 

heads to 

Ottawa

Fundraising campaign 

launched after w
inning 

regional fi n
als

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The senior im
prov team at 

Gulf I
slands Secondary School 

will b
e testin

g its
 powers against 

the best in
 th

e natio
n after win-

ning th
e trophy at th

e Vancou-

ver Island regional champion-

ships this weekend.

GISS came out th
e clear win-

ner at the Canadian Improv 

Games semi-fin
als in

 Victoria 

on Saturday. They repeated their 

success at S
unday’s fi n

al com-

petiti
on with

 an aggregate to
tal 

of 7
98 points, p

lus th
e highest 

scores in
 th

ree of th
e fo

ur com-

ponent categories. 

Team members  Melanie 

Gregory-Worsell, P
eter Hoskins, 

A m e l i a  Mc C l u s k e y,  Ka n e 

O’Scalle
igh, Fiona Pirie and 

Shay Steele are now going to 

see how th
ey stack up against 

the rest of Canada, as one of 

only 20 teams to earn a berth to 

the natio
nal championships in

 

Otta
wa in April. 

“GISS has made it to the 

natio
nal to

urnament fo
ur tim

es 

in th
e past, b

ut it’s
 been nine 

years since we’ve hoisted this 

trophy and it 
is a huge accom-

plishment,” said coach Jason 

Donaldson.

IMPROV ARTS

GOVERNANCE 
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9th Annual 
Heritage Day 

SUNDAY, JULY 8TH
11 am to 3 pm

Farmers’ Institute Grounds, 351 Rainbow Road

Come and enjoy a family outdoor experience 
that celebrates our Island Tradition: Farming. 

Interactive experiences, crafts demonstrations, 
antique equipment and � re truck, 

Women’s Institute homemade pies, 
barbecued burgers, ice cream treats from 
Daydream Ice Cream truck and featuring 

a noontime performance 
by Women of Note.

FREE!ADMISSION IS

PHOTO BY BRYAN ADDERLEY

Cutting and serving cake to the crowd are, from left, electoral area director 
Wayne McIntyre, MP Elizabeth May, Islands Trust trustee Peter Grove and Marv 
Coulthard, Salt Spring Show & Shine co-founder.

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Cool cars of all kinds and vintages on display as part of the Salt Spring Show & 
Shine at the hydro fi eld.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN 

From left, Matt Steffi  ch, Dave Roland and John Ferreira play music at the second annual Grace Point 
Square Block Party.

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Viva Chorale! choir led by Caroni Young performs a Canadian song at the Show & Shine event.

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Crowd sings O Canada as the Salt Spring Concert Band plays the tune.
PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG

Salt Spring Concert Band fl ute players Bo Curtis and 
Andrea Varju.

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com                                                               WEDNESDAY, JULY 4, 2018 Canada Day 2018 
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Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where Islanders & Friends Start their Day”

arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment

Lucas Wolf   Patrick McCallum
              ArtSpring July 7-14
   Opening Reception July 7 6-8pm

please proof read 
all copy carefully, 
copy has been reset

THEATRE REVIEW 

ExitStageLeft triumphs with Shakespearian update

Three days left to catch 
The Taming of the Shrew

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The term “gaslighting” is reach-
ing new prominence in the 
#MeToo era, as society comes to 
terms with the idea that making 
a woman doubt her own percep-
tions and experiences is yet anoth-
er form of abuse.

As explained in a Guardian 
newspaper story last month, the 
term refers to “a malicious form of 
mental abuse designed to alter the 
victim’s perception of reality” and 

gets its name from the singly awful 
marital strategy laid out in the 1938 
play Gas Light. Yet the practice 
has an even earlier provenance in 
fictional marriages, with Shake-
speare’s The Taming of the Shrew 
providing a near textbook example.

Within this  context,  exit-
StageLeft’s production of the play 
for this summer’s Shakespeare in 
the Park is particularly timely. It 
also accomplishes several goals 
of good theatre: it entertains, it 
illuminates high-quality material 
and it produces discussion long 
after the “curtain” falls (which in 
this case means darkness at Mouat 
Park). 

Under the imaginative twist 
devised by director Jeffrey Renn, 
women actors take on the many 
male roles written into the play 
and young men play the few 
female characters. 

Company co-founder Chris-
tina Penhale has truly risen to 
the occasion in playing lead-
ing male Petruchio. She makes 
for a surprisingly handsome 
man; with her flowing hair and 
handlebar mustache, her look is 
reminiscent of Billy Crudup in 
Almost Famous. But she inhab-
its the character so well, there 
is no sense of a woman in drag. 

Penhale becomes Petruchio 
to the core, arriving at a strategy 
of dominance that is regrettable 
but ultimately practical while 
projecting an air of magnetic 
charisma. He is gaslighting the 
entire society of the mission, not 
just his unwilling wife.

Charlie Beaver likewise steps 
into his role as the “shrew” Kath-
arina, who doesn’t even get to 
keep her first name under the 
relationship and becomes Kate 
instead. He holds his character 
rigid in haughty anger, moving 
into disbelief and something 
close to fear before she accepts 
her husband’s view of things. 
The gender-reverse casting 
allows the audience to accept 
Kate’s  capitulation without 
becoming too uncomfortable, 
and still ask plenty of questions 
about what just happened.

Despite all the topical aspects, 
The Taming of the Shrew is a 
comedy at heart and audiences 
will laugh many times at the sil-
liness afforded to the support-
ing characters. Combined with 

a setting shifted to the “Mis-
sion San Antonio de Padua” in 
California, the reversal allows 
women to portray exaggerated 
masculinity with terrific swag-
ger and glee. The Western set-
ting also works to anchor the 
story in small but important 
ways. Visually, having the male 
characters sport long hair under 
their hats makes perfect sense. 
The character’s Italian names 
meanwhile transfer easily to a 
Spanish mission setting where 
Zorro would not be out of place.

S o m e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s 
played with special verve are 
Vera Algoet’s Gremio, a suitor 
to Kate’s younger sister Bian-
ca (Kevin Gray), and Carrina 
Gordon as Tranio. As the light-
ning-quick speaking and think-
ing servant to Luciento ( Jekka 
Mack), Tranio takes his master’s 
place in a typical Shakespearian 
device. Suzanna Laine is anoth-
er believable male as Petruchio’s 
servant, responsible for carrying 
out some of the gaslighting.

Rebecca Nygard is this sea-
son’s scene stealer as Horten-
sio, aptly summoning the Com-
media aspects of the original 
staging. As the director of Graf-
fiti Theatre, Nygard has brought 
some great performers steeped 
in clowning and physical com-
edy traditions to the island, and 
now audiences get to see her 
own talents in those fields. Her 
growly swagger is overlaid with 
a painted villain’s moustache. 
Later she courts Bianco with a 
Groucho disguise and tremen-
dously swarmy musical instruc-
tion: “Madam, my instrument’s 
in tune.”

The production also fea-
tures a number of children as 
Petruchio’s lesser servants, all 
of whom are remarkably pro-
fessional. They add a dose of 
humour, but also bring more 
nuance to the abusive house-
hold on the ranch. 

As with last year’s produc-
tion of As You Like It,  each 
show is preceded by a musi-
cal performance to establish 
the atmosphere. This time we 
have updated western-themed 
songs performed in the saloon 
to a decidedly comedic turn. 
Hi g h l i g h t s  a re  y o u n g  L i l y 
McCluskey on ukulele and the 
very ironic Rosanne Leonoff, 
while the always entertaining 
Lisa Dahling puts in a good 
turn as MC. 

Ti c k e t s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  i n 
advance at Mondo Trading or 
they can be purchased at the 
gate. Remaining shows are July 
5, 6 and 7 at 7 p.m. (music at 
6:30) plus a 2 p.m. matinee on 
July 7 (music at 1:30).

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Left: Taming of the Shrew star Christina Penhale as Petruchio confuses his reluctant bride Katharina, played by Charlie Beaver, at Saturday night’s show. Right: Lily McCluskey gives a 
charming performance of I Want to Be a Cowboy’s Sweetheart while Scott Merrick and Lisa Dahling look on.

Under the imaginative 
twist devised by 
director Je� rey Renn, 
women actors take on the 
many male roles written 
into the play and young 
men play the few female 
characters.
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CARING FOR  
THE ARTS 

We thank our generous  
supporters for making our 

work possible. 

WE GIVE  
because 

YOU CARE

CARING FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY 

CARING FOR  
OUR SAFETY 

CARING FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

CARING FOR 
OUR CHILDREN

To learn how to make your own gift to the Foundation  

and to view our annual report with a full list of 2017 grants 

to island charities, please visit ssifoundation.ca, or call 

250.537.8305 for more information.

rECItal PrEVIEw 

Stack, Grittani and Thring team up for Tea à Tempo
Next Wednesday’s 
recital at All Saints 

SUBMITTED BY MUSIC MAKERS
Kathy Stack and friends will 

perform for the Music Mak-
ers’ Tea à Tempo recital at All 
Saints church next Wednes-
day, July 11. 

Joining Stack are Marianne 
Grittani on vocals and ukulele, 
and Doug Thring of Doug and 
the Thugs fame on guitar.

Stack has been singing her 
songs on Salt Spring Island 
since she was 16 years old. 
They are story songs, in folk 
or blues style, about life and 
characters on the island and 
about life in the fishing indus-
try.  Stack worked for many 
years aboard a f ish packer 
traveling the coast of B.C. and 
Alaska.

She performed this spring at 
the Gumboot Gala with Claire 
Lawrence, Valdy and Bruce 

Everett and in New Zealand 
with Graham Wardrop. Valdy 
recorded her song protesting 
fish farms on his latest CD. 
Her song Summer Wind is on 
a compilation CD in England. 

Influenced by a very talented 
mother at a young age, Thring 
has always had an interest 
in music. Over the years, he 
has enjoyed playing a vari-
ety of instruments and styles, 
including old jazz standards, 
folk and rock music and, more 

recently, roots and blues.  He 
can be heard playing with the 
popular  is land blues band 
Doug and the Thugs.  Grittani 
wil l  also be accompanying 
Kathy. She is a seasoned char-
ismatic singer and songwriter 
from Salt Spring as well as an 
accomplished guitarist and 
ukulele musician.  Grittani is 
having her own concert for Tea 
à Tempo on Aug. 1.

The concert begins at 2:10 
p.m.

MusIC

Talented trio to 
play PitchFork
Social concert
Three Women and the Truth perform 
on July 11

A trio of accomplished, richly talented, mul-
tiple award-winning female songwriters is next 
up on the PitchFork Social calendar with a show 
by Three Women and The Truth set for Wednes-
day, July 11.

Press material describes how Mary Gauthier, 
Gretchen Peters and Eliza Gilkyson craft songs 
that cut through the murky layers of life’s com-
plexities and bring clarity to many of the chal-
lenges people long to make sense of. 

“Writing from their life experience, these song-
writers are skilled in balancing personal tales 
with classic underpinnings, which hint at the 
evocative idea that all our lives are full of events 
and incidents that touch on the mythic and the 
timeless.”

Gauthier is a singer songwriter who the Associ-
ated Press named one of the best songwriters of 
her generation. She’s been praised by both Dylan 
and Waits, and has had her songs recorded by 
dozens of artists. Her songs have been used in 
film and television, most recently on the ABC hit 
show Nashville, HBO’s Banshee, and Masterpiece 
Theater’s Case Histories. Guathier’s third album, 
Filth and Fire, was named  #1 Best Independent 
CD of the year by Jon Pareles of the New York 
Times. Her following three releases were named 
in the LA Times and NY Times top three releases 
of the year.

Peters has been nominated for two Grammy 
Awards and won CMA Song of the Year for the 
groundbreaking Independence Day. She has cut 
her own artistic path, touring continually in both 
North America and the UK and Europe, releasing 
nine critically acclaimed albums on the way. 

Born in New York and raised in Colorado, the 
25-year Nashville resident has accumulated 
accolades as a songwriter for artists as diverse as 
Etta James, Trisha Yearwood, Bonnie Raitt, The 
Neville Brothers, Patty Loveless, George Strait, 
Bryan Adams and Faith Hill. 

Gilkyson is a Grammy-nominated singer, 
songwriter and activist who has become one of 
the most respected musicians in roots, folk and 
Americana circles. She has released 19 recordings 
of her own, and her songs have been covered by 
many notable artists. 

She has been inducted into the Austin Music 
Hall of Fame and is an ongoing winner of the 
Austin Chronicle’s various music awards, as well 
as Folk Alliance awards for Best Artist, Best Song-
writer and Record of the Year.

The show starts at 7:30 p.m. at Bullock Lake 
Farm. Optional dinner sales from the farm’s cus-
tom kitchen start at 5:30. 

PhoTo coUrTESY KAThY STAcK

Singer-songwriter Kathy Stack.



Wed.  July 4
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo: Ben Neufeld 
and Irving Levin.
Piano and cello recital at All 
Saints. 2:10 p.m. Followed by 
optional tea and treats.

K-Tones. Live music at the Tree 
House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Film Screening — Bhutan: 
The Kind Kingdom.
By popular demand, a second 
screening of a documentary 
film by Peter Prince. Salt Spring 
Public Library. 7 p.m.

Bittancourt House Museum.
Museum open at the Farmers’ 
Institute. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Every Wednesday through 
Sunday from July through 
Sept. 2.

Central Community Hall 
Board of Directors Meetings. 
Special meeting at the lower 
hall to discuss changes to the 
constitution at 7 p.m. and 
another to discuss fundraising 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Thu.  July 5
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Taming of the Shrew.
ExitStageLeft Productions 
and Graffiti Theatre present 
Shakespeare — with a twist 
— at Mouat Park. Music is at 
6:30 p.m. and the show begins 
at 7 p.m. 

Thu.  July 5
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Chamigos.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

Open Mic with Jesse.
Open Mic Night every Thursday 
at Moby’s Pub. 8:30 to 11:45 
p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.

Donation Drop-off Day for 
Giant Book & Jewellery 
Sales.
Bring good-quality donations 
of books and jewellery for Salt 
Spring Literacy’s fall sales to 
drop-off days at the Country 
Grocer parking lot — north 
side, around the corner from the 
liquor store — from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Drop-offs held on the 
first Thursday of each month 
until Oct. 4. 

Summer Reading Club.
Drop-in program for ages 12 
and under with crafts, games 
and funs runs Thursdays at the 
Salt Spring Public Library at 11 
a.m. This week’s theme is On 
the Go: Transportation. 

Fri.  July 6
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Taming of the Shrew.
See Thursday’s listing.

Fri.  July 6
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Synergy.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

We3.
Classic rock cover band from 
Victoria plays rockin’ blues, classic 
rock covers from the ‘70s, ‘80s, 
and ‘90s. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing. 

Art Show Opening: Coming 
and Going. 
Reception for Carol James’ show 
called Coming and Going. Salt 
Spring Public Library Program 
Room. 3 to 5 p.m.

Art Show Opening – Harvest 
gather Nature nourish.
The second showcase of 
Artcraft’s 50th-anniversary 
season opens, featuring paint-
ings by Margarite Sanchez and 
basketry and natural curation by 
Joan Carrigan. Artist reception 6 
to 8 p.m. at Mahon Hall.

Sat.  July 7
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Taming of the Shrew.
See Thursday’s listing except 
two showtimes: 2 p.m. (music 
at 1:30) and 7 p.m. (music at 
6:30.)

Nicky MacKenzie. Live music at 
the Tree House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

Sat.  July 7
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Funky Meeting.
Big band, big fun at Moby’s. 
9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.

Saturday Market in the 
Park.
Every Saturday in Centennial 
Park through October. 8:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Family StoryTime in the 
Park.
Saturdays in the summer in 
Centennial Park Gazebo. 1 p.m. 
All ages welcome but best for 
3 to 6. Parent supervision is 
required. Free program pre-
sented by the Salt Spring Public 
Library.

Roller Derby Double Header.
The Tempest - Salt Spring 
Island Junior Roller Derby plays 
Vancouver Junior Roller Derby. 
Then Cowichan Valley’s Brass 
Knuckle Derby Dames take on 
The Significant Otters. GISS 
gym. Doors open 3:30 p.m, 
games go to around  9 p.m.

Art Show Opening: Pat 
McCallum and Lucas Wolf.
Reception for two exhibits of 
work in the ArtSpring gallery. 6 
to 8 p.m. 

Sun.  July 8
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Julia Beattie.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See Wednesday’s listing.

Heritage Day at the Farmers’ 
Institute.
Free family event put on by the 
Salt Spring Farmers’ Heritage 
Foundation. Events at the 
Salt Spring Farmers’ Institute 
include blacksmithing, spin-
ning, weaving, butter churn-
ing, bread baking, antique fire 
truck and farm equipment, 
museum to tour and more. 
Live music, including a perfor-
mance by Women of Note. 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Artists in the Garden.
Free fine art, live music and 
lively conversation every Sunday 
in the summer at Dragonfly Fine 
Art Supplies.(Weather permit-
ting). 12 to 4 p.m. Baked goods 
and refreshments available for 
purchase.

Mon.  July 9
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Gene Grooms.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

Mon.  July 9
 ACTIVITIES  
Summer Library Camp.
Weeklong program for ages 5 to 
9 starts today. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 1 to 4 p.m. Sign up at 
the library.

Workshop: Intuitive 
Abstracts with Mixed Media.
Fine art workshop at Ocean 
Art Studio & Gallery. 1 to 4 
p.m. Info/registration: daina@
oceanartstudio.ca or register 
online at www.oceanartstudio.
eventbrite.com.

Archery Classes. Four-class 
session begins at the SS Rod & 
Gun Club. Junior sessions for 12 
and under from 6 to 7 p.m. and 
adult sessions from 7 to 8 p.m. 
(Further classes on July 11, 16 
and 18.) Register/info: kc12@
telus.net or 250-537-1243.

Tue.  July 10
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic With David 
Jacquest. Tuesdays at the Tree 
House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Creative Journaling for 
Travellers.
Weekly fine art workshop using 
watercolour, pen and ink starts 
today and runs to July 24. Ocean 
Art Studio & Gallery. 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Info/registration: 
daina@oceanartstudio.ca or 
register online at www.ocean-
artstudio.eventbrite.com  

Tue.  July 10
  ACTIVITIES

Tuesday Farmers Market.
Food-only market that special-
izes in authentic, local, fresh 
and seasonal products. Runs 
every Tuesday through October 
at Centennial Park from 2 to 
6 p.m.

Wed.  July 11
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Tea a Tempo: Kathy Stack.
Kathy Stack performs with Doug 
Thring and Marianne Grittani at 
Tea a Tempo at All Saints. 2:10 
p.m. Followed by optional tea 
and treats.

Vaughn Fulford.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

PitchFork Social: Three 
Women and the Truth. 
Mary Gauthier, Gretchen Peters 
and Eliza Gilkyson are multi-
award-winning singer-song-
writers performing at PitchFork 
Social at Bullock Lake Farm. 
7:30 p.m. Farm-to-table dinners 
begin at 5:30 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum.
See last Wednesday’s listing. 

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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  CINEMA

• Solo: A Star Wars Story — Han Solo meets his future copilot Chewbacca 
and encounters the gambler Lando Calrissian, in a journey that will set the 
course of one of the Star Wars saga’s most unlikely heroes.
• Deadpool 2 — Deadpool takes the audience back in time, where he took 
the guns out of the hands of criminals, but neglects to get the one bad guy 
that comes back to haunt him. Note: Anyone under 18 years old must be 
accompanied by an adult. No exceptions! 

  EXHIBITIONS

• ‘Harvest gather Nature nourish’ is the new Artcraft Showcase exhibit 
featuring paintings by Margarite Sanchez and basketry and natural cura-
tion by Joan Carrigan. It opens Friday, July 6 with a reception from 6 to 
8 p.m. at Mahon Hall. Show continues through Aug. 1. Until then, see the 
exhibit of work by Salt Spring guild members honouring Artcraft’s 50th 
anniversary. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Carol James presents Coming and Going in the library program room 
from July 1 to 29, with an opening reception set for Friday, July 6 from 3 to 
5 p.m.
• Pat McCallum and Lucas Wolf present solo exhibits side by side in the 
ArtSpring gallery from July 7 to 14, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., beginning with an 
opening reception on Saturday, July 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
• John Macdonald shows Backwoods, recent paintings, at Fault Line 
Projects Gallery until July 8.
• Beyond Flowers – paintings by Susan Haigh and ceramics by Diana 
Lynn Thompson — is showing at Salt Spring Gallery until July 11.
• redbeards: an exhibition featuring Vancouver sculptors David Robinson 
and Doug Taylor runs at Duthie Gallery through Aug. 28.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Hakeme Head is an exhibit of new work by Deon Venter at Venter 
Gallery. 
• Artcraft show and sale of work by some 100 Gulf Islands artisans is open 
daily at Mahon Hall from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
• Mrs. Drysdales’ Circus — work by Anna Gustafson and Paul Burke — 
hangs out at Kizmit Galeria/Cafe through July. Open Thursdays through 
Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
• Artists in the Garden runs every Sunday at Dragonfly Fine Art 
Supplies at 155 Rainbow Rd. with live music, fine art and more from 12 to 4 
p.m. Judy McPhee has photographs at Dragonfly until July 15.
• Jill Louise Campbell Art Gallery presents Inspired Salt Spring, new 
paintings of Salt Spring by Jill Louise Campbell.

To watch the previews of movies visit our website.
901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Apr. 20-22 Fri. & Sat. 
7pm  / Sun. 3pm & 7pm

AVENGERS 
Infi nity War

July 4th & 5th Wed. Thurs. 7pm

July 6th to 12th Fri. to Thurs. 7pm. NO SUNDAY 
MATINEE. Anyone under 18 years old MUST be 

ACCOMPANIED by an Adult, No Exceptions

final 2 shows

119 min
Rating: 18A135 min

Rating: PG

 Taming of the Shrew 
at Mouat Park

June 28th–30th & July 4th–7th 
music at 6:30, show at 7pm 

+ matinee on July 7 
music at 1:30, show at 2 pm

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  June 27 What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

July 5th - 7th

driftwoodgulfislands
media.com/calendar/ 
view our online comprehensive 

interactive 

CALENdAR OF 
EVENTS LISTINGS

if YoU hAve AN eveNt for the  
eveNtS cAleNdAr eMAil: 

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com/events/
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Silent Auction
Daily 10 am - 5pm

(closed July 21, 7:30 pm)

Daniel Lapp & Friends
July 20, 7:30 pm | bar 6:30 pm

Free Gala & Live Auction
Auctioneer Chris Humphreys

July 21, 6 pm - 7 pm | 5 pm

18th Annual

TREASURE
FAIR JULY 19 - 20 - 21

SALT SPRING’S LARGEST AUCTION
HEIRLOOMS
CRUISES
JEWELRY
GARDEN
EXPERIENCES
SPA
COLLECTIBLES
SERVICES
HOME
ART
HOLIDAYS
LIFESTYLE

rtSpring
 100 Jackson Ave | artspring.ca

DANIEL
LAPP
& FRIENDS
 JULY 20
 7:30 PM  |  BAR 6:30 PM

 $25  |   YOUTH $5
artspring.ca

EXHIBItIons

Solo exhibitions introduce exciting new local artists
July 7 openings for Patrick 
McCallum and Lucas Wolf 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Patrick McCallum and Lucas Wolf, 
two artists with little exposure on Salt 
Spring to date,  are laying it all bare with 
a pair of solo shows that open side-by-
side at ArtSpring on Saturday, July 7. 

McCallum lived on Salt Spring as a 
child and decided to move back to the 
island in 2013. A self-taught artist who 
worked as a commercial illustrator, 
comic book creator, graphic designer 
and art teacher before committing to 
fine art in 2015, he says he “strives to 
convey the human experience through 
the language of the figure.”

McCallum won the award of excel-
lence at the Sooke Fine Art Show 2015 
and the Juror’s Prize at the Sidney 
Fine Art Show in 2016 for work that is 
committed to a contemporary inter-
pretation of the nude. He is strongly 
influenced both by Lucien Freud and 
Edward Hopper, creating narrative 
compositions with characters that are 
more than anatomical studies as they 
illuminate human motivations. 

Before creating his cinematic-feel-
ing charcoal drawings, McCallum may 
shoot anywhere from 300 to 600 photos 
using models, who pose according to 
scenarios he has given them. He then 
brings together disparate images into 
one composition so they align perfectly 
in perspective.

He also does heavy research into the 
time period referenced. For example, 
a scene of a forlorn bride in a motel 
room is dated Feb. 3, 1964, and every-
thing from her hairstyle to the décor is 
authentic to that date. The full extent of 
any story McCallum presents is not evi-
dent, however, with events and mean-
ings intentionally left open to interpre-
tation.

“In my opinion if the narrative is too 
obvious, you do a great disservice to the 
viewer,” McCallum said, explaining if 
someone feels too directed, they won’t 
be as engaged. 

New for this solo show are pieces 
in which McCallum has loosened up 
his style. For these works he’s added a 
rough textured medium to foam board 
and layered charcoal over that, which 

encourages a move away from his usual 
photorealism. The series is based on 
the same characters as seen in his more 
careful narrative works, but they are 
looking straight at the viewer instead of 
engaged in their own drama. 

One haunting example that viewers 
are sure to connect with is based on a 
teenage male, who is vulnerable and 
alone in his youth and beauty on public 
transit. The imagined scenario behind 
this piece is the joyful experience of 
being with a group of like-minded indi-
viduals at a David Bowie concert in the 
1970s — and then realizing one is not so 
safe outside that space.

“In all my work I want to have some-
thing that causes anxiety or in some 
way provokes the subjects. That’s really 
key to me, but it’s important not to sig-
nal to the viewer what that is, exactly,” 
McCallum said. 

Another series that will surely cause 
more provocation to the viewer owes 

more influence to Freud than Hop-
per, with surrealist nude figures that 
are distorted and presented on a white 
background as if jaggedly cut out from 
another scene. These figures also meet 
the viewer’s gaze and challenge the 
place of “figure” and “nude” in art. 

Lucas Wolf
As a fairly new permanent resident, 

Wolf is ready to reveal himself to his 
community.

The only window into his work that 
Salt Spring has glimpsed before now 
was a tantalizing one — the small red 
colourfield abstract he contributed to 
the 2017 SSNAP Parallel Show. 

Wolf paints only abstract works. 
Much of it is purchased by commission 
and heads out to Seattle and California, 
where his bold minimalism is a good fit 
for modern architecture made of steel, 
glass and concrete. 

“I would say that I’m someone who 
thinks quite deeply about the world 
and the underlying motivations of all 
things,” Wolf said about his reason for 
painting. 

Paintings are often left to the viewer 
to interpret through their own experi-
ence, but they are created based on 
specific themes and research. Many of 
the works appearing at the upcoming 
show were inspired by the movements 
of archery, with multiple studies con-
densed into “encapsulated snapshots” 
of the artist’s impressions.

A longtime resident of Osaka, Wolf 
was strongly moved by the Gutai move-
ment of post-war Japan, which was 
based on physical engagement with 
materials, a focus on concept over form 
and the rejection of representative art. 
According to artstory.org, Gutai mem-
bers “wanted to move away from the 
art object towards the invisible world 
of ideas, and to leave plenty of room 
for viewers to come up with potential 
meanings on their own.”

Other Japanese concepts that apply 
to his work are wabi-sabi — the accep-
tance of imperfections and imperma-
nence — and kintsugi, which translates 
as “golden joinery. ” This is the prac-
tice of repairing broken pottery in a 
way that doesn’t hide the joinery scars, 
but enhances them by using a precious 
metal as fixative.

While all these ideas may inform Wolf’s work, he 
has been developing his own original voice since the 
‘90s. He also spends a lot of time in isolation meditat-
ing, doing yoga and being in nature.

“It’s pretty much impossible for those practices not 
to strongly influence a person and affect his work,” 
Wolf said. 

As he approaches 50, Wolf has spent time re-exam-
ining and distilling who he is as an artist, and he’s 
ready to share that with confidence in his exhibition. 
Either black and white or using one colour in combi-
nation with the two extremes, his paintings are clean 
and spare while gestural; full of depth and texture. 
Photos don’t tend to do his work justice, because see-
ing how light moves across the surface is important to 
their understanding.

Community members are invited to meet McCal-
lum and Wolf at a joint opening reception this Satur-
day from 6 to 8 p.m. The shows are open from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., July 7 to July 14, in ArtSpring’s galleries.

EXHIBItIons

Beyond Flowers exhibit on tap
Show continues to next 
Wednesday

Islanders and visitors have one 
more week to see a joint exhibit 
called Beyond Flowers at the Salt 
Spring Gallery. 

Friends and neighbours for 30 
years, artists Susan Haigh and Diana 
Lynn Thompson have joined forces 
to present their show.

“Sharing a deep love and respect 
for nature, each artist has followed 
her heart and become well known 
for sincerity and reverence in her 
art,” explains a press release from 
the artists.

Thompson is a well-known envi-
ronmental artist who has been 
described as “a pilgrim of wonder 

in the natural world.” Her desire for 
connection and communication 
with nature is woven throughout her 
many momentary and ephemeral 
installations — works that disappear 
shortly after they are created.

More recently, Thompson has 
been exploring clay and, for the 
Salt Spring Gallery show, her focus 
has been on vases. Many of them 
are glazed with local clay and the 
ash of local trees. Some are small, 
offering a background to a single 
flower’s beauty, while others are 
larger, rougher, ready to balance a 
full bough.

Haigh has been painting for 30 
years and has a loyal following. She 
is best known for her vibrant flower 
paintings, which spill over the sides 
of her canvas. She has painted apple 

blossoms, the petals of a rose or the 
opening of a peony as if with a close-
up lens, bringing the viewer fully 
inside, plunged into light and colour. 

Lately Haigh has been inspired to 
do smaller works and focus on trees 
and the longer view. Creating small 
works in a tall thin format has let her 
realize a whole new stream of pos-
sible compositions.  

While in New Zealand for part 
of this past winter, she painted on 
paper, alternating between Salt 
Spring and Kiwi scenes. 

“Trying to keep her work loose is 
a constant battle, but she is enjoying 
the challenge to get to the essence of 
the natural beauty of the subject and 
let the light shine through.” 

Beyond Flowers is at the gallery 
daily through July 11. 

iMAgE CoUrtESY PAtriCk MCCALLUM

Lana, an example of new charcoal work 
by Patrick McCallum.

iMAgE CoUrtESY LUCAS WoLf

Untitled abstract painting by Lucas Wolf.
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getnoticed board
Send your submissions to news@gulfislands.net or drop them off at the Driftwood office. 
Published in the first Driftwood of each month! Brought to you by Saunders Subaru.

The free place to list your regular group activities of any kind. 

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! 

Stay Connected...be part of the Driftwood’s online community!

Visit www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com for breaking news, 
extra content and to vote in our weekly poll. 

Like us on Facebook for breaking news, photos and fun 
stuff; and get all the news fi rst by following us on Twitter.

WEDNESDAY
SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP is on hiatus for 
the summer months. Need info? Email cloudie48@
gmail.com
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD is on hiatus for 
the summer. Usually it meets on the � rst and third 
Wednesdays of the month at 7 p.m. at the Salt Spring 
Island Baptist Church, around the back. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Lions Hall. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
BOOMERFIT South End. On hiatus for the summer. 
All aspects of � tness are addressed in these classes. 
Info: trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com.
BRIDGE CLUB at the SS Library program room from 
12:30 to 4 p.m. 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower 
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 
250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer, 
tablet, smartphone problems at Salt Spring 
Literacy. By appointment at the literacy centre at 
125B Rainbow Rd. or by calling 250-537-9717 or 
emailing coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start).
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY o� ers free access to 
premium genealogy websites at the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints at 221 Vesuvius Bay Rd. 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m.
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.  
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners 
meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 
a.m. Everyone welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 
250-930-5333.
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the 
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings o� ered by donation 
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-
9579.
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
IS TAKING A SUMMER BREAK.  Info/register: anna@
bonesforever.com Pilates is a body conditioning 
system that builds � exibility and long, lean 
muscles, strength and endurance. 
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a 
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused 
speakers and presentations at the Salt Spring 
Baptist Church, around the back, from 11:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 
SENIORS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, 
call Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-
4118.

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason 
at SSI Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.  PLUS  
Level-1 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
YOGA with Dorothy Price at The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m.
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7:15 p.m. 
Call 250-537-2062 for details. Newcomers always 
welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

THURSDAY 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the � rst 
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 
1 to 2 p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or 
clairebeariona@yahoo.com.

EVERY THURSDAY 
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and 
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 5 
to 6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
Alan, 250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.
com.
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics 
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear 
annex. 12 noon. 
BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12:45 
p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE FOR WELLNESS at Salt Spring 
Island Wellness Centre. 3 to 4 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 11:45 to 
12:45 p.m.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at SSI Wellness 
Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA - is on hiatus for the summer. Info: 
arleensadler@shaw.ca
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 6 to 8 
p.m. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-
9579.
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN at Family Place for ages 
0 to 6 and caregivers. Come for a bowl of soup! 
Toy library also open. 12:30 to 3 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-
the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Info: Stephanie, 
250-537-1721.
WOMEN’S YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30-10:45 a.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
YOGA WITH JIM DICKINSON at Salt Spring 
Seniors is on hiatus for the summer.  

EVERY FRIDAY 
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 
4 p.m. 
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning 
bridge lessons (but also with more advanced 
coaching available) at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine 
Bennett at SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at 
Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 
a.m. Move with less pain and stress by learning 
how to make any activity more e� ective 
and more enjoyable. Info/register: anna@
bonesforever.com. 
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. Facilitator Bryan Dubien brings 
his vast collection of board games, or you can 
bring your own. 6 to 9 p.m. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 12:15 p.m. 
MIXED LEVELS YOGA with John Howe at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENCE with Kaya Reiss at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 4 to 5 p.m. 

EVERY SATURDAY 
BRIDGE at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family 
Place. For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 
a.m. 
FAMILY STORYTIME IN THE PARK - a Salt 
Spring library program best suited to ages 3-6. 
Centennial Park gazebo. Parent supervision 
required. 1 p.m. Until Aug. 25.
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-
1721. 
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

EVERY SUNDAY 
KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS 
Wellness Centre. 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
SUNDAY SATSANG at the Salt Spring Centre of 
Yoga. 3:30 p.m. 

MONDAY 
SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT usually 
meets on the third Monday of each month at 
the SS United Church hall at 7 p.m. See www.
saltspring� re.com. 
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
usually meets on the third Monday of each 
month at the Portlock Park Portable. 5 to 7 
p.m. Public welcome. But con� rm meeting 
dates at 250-537-4448. Summer recess may 
be in e� ect.
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION usually 
meets on the fourth Monday of each month 
at the SS Public Library Program Room. 4 to 6 
p.m. Summer recess is in e� ect. 

EVERY MONDAY
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2:30 to 4 p.m.
BOOMERFIT SOUTH END. On hiatus for the 
summer. All aspects of � tness are addressed in 
these classes. Info: trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:45 
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: George 
Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine Bennett 
at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 9 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 250-653-
4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
ISLAND INFANTS PARENT DISCUSSION GROUP 
at Family Place. A drop-in for parents of babies 
prenatal to 1 year with weekly speakers. Pre-register 
(familyplace@ssics.ca) for childcare. Lunch provided. 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT INTELLIGENCE 
CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas Studio, 
104 Langs Rd., 1 to 2:15 pm. This innovative 
movement class features the work of John Pepper 
and is suitable for people with Parkinson’s and other 
neurological conditions that are highly motivated to 
learn solutions for movement di�  culties. Info: Anna 
Haltrecht, 250-537-5681, anna@bonesforever.com
PICKLEBALL runs at Portlock Park from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds casual 
co� ee mornings for its members at Penny’s on the 
Green at 10 a.m. 
SALT SPRING SCOTTISH DANCERS is on hiatus for 
the summer. 
SALT SPRING YARNIES KNITTERS CLUB meets 
to knit, crochet, or do other handcrafts. Free. 
Newcomers welcome. Penny’s Pantry on the Green. 
1 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt Spring 
library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring with 
Conrad Koke. Sign-up sheets are found in the Info 
Desk Programs binder. Sessions are available every 
Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is 
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
TOASTMASTERS, a dedicated band of public 
speaking learners and enthusiasts, meets at the Salt 
Spring Public Library. 7 to 9 p.m. Guests are always 
welcome.
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness 
Centre (yoga studio).; Level 1 - 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.; Mixed Levels - 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the 
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

TUESDAY 
YOUTH BOOK CLUB for ages 9 to 12 meets at 
the Salt Spring Public Library on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month. 3:30 to 5 p.m.  

EVERY TUESDAY 
ACTIVE LEARNING - the Tuesday Edition. Global 
Issues and Current Events in Historical Perspective, 
a discussion group. Dawson Lounge, Seniors 
Centre. 2 to 4 p.m. 
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and 
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 4 to 
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE. All are welcome 
to join the tango group, Por el Amor del Tango, at 
weekly practicas. All Saints By-the-Sea. 8 to 10 
p.m. Info: ssi.tango@gmail.com 
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 1 p.m. 
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 6:00 p.m. 
LIFE DRAWING GROUP. After a brief hiatus, 
the Lions Hall life drawing group will continue 
through the summer. 1 to 3 p.m. All welcome.
NIA - is on hiatus for the summer.  Info: 
arleensadler@shaw.ca
MEN’S GROUP - A council of highly supportive 
men. 7 to 9:30 p.m. Info: John,  call/text 1-519- 
821-9703, reinless@mender.ca or
meetup.com/reinless/
PICKLEBALL games are played at the court 
behind the Fulford Fire Hall from 6 to 8 p.m.  
Instruction and equipment provided for 
beginners. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
SHUT UP AND WRITE sessions are silent focused 
writing for 25-minute sessions, with 5-minute 
breaks, led by Jane Eaton Hamilton at the Salt 
Spring Public Library in Room 106. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, 
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 
to 9 p.m. 
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers 
and their children aged 0-6 at Family Place. 12 to 
3 p.m. Come for a bowl of soup! 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENCE with Kaya Reiss at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 4 to 5 p.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All levels at 
Salt Spring Island Wellness Centre, 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m.; and Slow Flow class at Salt Spring Centre of 
Yoga from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m.
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The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood for local 
businesses and organizations to publicize charitable donations. First-come, 
first-served basis as space permits.
CALL DRIFTWOOD EDITOR GAIL SJUBERG FOR DETAILS. 250-537-9933
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Long-serving volunteers 
were honoured at the 
recent Salt Spring Special 
Olympics 25th-anniversary 
event. From left are Carol 
Newmeyer (24 years’ 
service), and Christa 
Wohlfahrt, Walter Swing, 
Gloria McEachern and 
Yolande Leger — all with 
25 years of service. 

Spirit of Salt Spring

FUNDRAISER 

Salt Spring Island cyclists prepare for Cycle of Life Tour
Haslauers fundraise for 
hospice society

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A team of islanders will be cycling 200 
kilometres to raise money for the Salt 
Spring Hospice Society as part of the Cycle 
of Life Tour on the July 28-29 weekend.

It will be the second time Hue and Kel-
ly-Ann Haslauer have done the tour. This 
year they will be joined by Kelly-Ann’s 
sister and brother-in-law. Their team is 
called Billy’s Bikers and is inspired by 
Kelly-Ann’s father, Bill Earl, who passed 
away in 2016 after receiving end-of-life 
care from the hospice. 

“We couldn’t have survived his passing 
without them supporting us,” she said. 
“We wanted to give back so that’s what 
we’re doing.”

Salt Spring Hospice is a volunteer-
driven non-profit society that gives com-
fort, care and support to people who are 
affected by a life-threatening illness. The 
group has been on the island since 1984 
and works with other Salt Spring health-
care providers to offer free services to 
patients and their families. The society 
is not just about providing quality end-
of-life care for seniors. Grief counselling 
services for young people have recently 
been offered. 

“It is important that we keep hospice on 
the island going,” Hue said. “We saw that 
with what happened with Kelly-Ann’s dad 
and how beneficial it was.”

“It’s not just about supporting the dying 
person,” Kelly-Ann added. “It’s support-
ing the community around that person.”

The Cycle of Life Tour begins in Victo-
ria’s inner harbour. Riders go up north 
through Saanich to Brentwood Bay. They 
then ferry over to Mill Bay and continue 
riding up to Crofton. Once on Salt Spring, 

the riders go to Southey Point and back to 
Ganges where they camp at the Farmers’ 
Institute. 

After a night of dinner, dancing and 
camping out, the riders take a jaunt to 
Fernwood before coming back south and 
stopping at Cusheon Lake for a swim. 
After the lake, they ride to Fulford to catch 

the ferry to Swartz Bay. From there, the 
riders go towards Butchart Gardens and 
back down to the inner harbour and the 
finish line. Along the way, there are re-
fuelling stations on the side of the road 
and a mechanic’s truck accompanies the 
group. 

“It’s really well organized,” Hue said. 

“Everyone rides in a group and they ride at 
their own pace. We always travel together 
on the ferries as well, so each ferry stop 
everyone waits for everybody else.”

“You don’t have to be super skilled at 
it. It’s not a race,” Kelly-Ann added. “It’s 
about enjoying the day and the event. 
Lots of people ride with a little licence 
plate taped to the bike saying who they’re 
riding for.”

The teams raise money through online 
donations. So far, the Billy’s Bikers team 
has raised $6,860, which is already higher 
than last year’s total. All of the money 
raised by the team will go back into the 
local hospice. Salt Spring Hospice will 
also get extra money because the island is 
one of the host communities.

“For every volunteer that helps host the 
event here, they get a portion of the kitty,” 
Kelly-Ann said. 

“It’s usually around $3,000 to $4,000 
extra they get on top of whatever we 
raise,” Hue added. “Last year’s total was 
$10,000. We raised $6,500, so they got 
around $3,500 from the volunteers.”

The Haslauers have been training for 
the event by riding Salt Spring’s large hills. 

“It’s not the length on Salt Spring, it’s the 
hills,” Kelly-Ann said. “Vancouver Island is 
not as hilly, so we could tolerate the dis-
tance because we’d trained on the hills.”

The other benefit to training on the 
island is being able to see all of the differ-
ent corners of Salt Spring. 

“It’s the destinations,” she said. “You 
can cycle to places, have a coffee or a lem-
onade, then come home. The parking is 
easy. Wherever you’re going you can park 
right there.” 

The Haslauers’ team is accepting dona-
tions on the Cycle of Life Tour page. 

Those who want to volunteer for the 
event by setting up camp, working in the 
kitchen or with signs along the route are 
asked to contact Salt Spring Hospice.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 

Heat and cold endured
June games report 

BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

It was about 32º C on June 18. Or 
would you prefer nearly 90º F? Maybe 
some would prefer an icy 32º F? 

Do you still think in Fahrenheit? 
Well, it was September 1975 when 
Canada switched to Celsius (where 
did Centigrade go?) so we’d better get 
used to it, but remember the equiva-
lent if we go south of the border. 

But let’s go back a bit to more nor-
mal temperatures, which on June 4 
brought out four and a half tables. 
The Dons (Sharp and Nemeth) hov-
ered well above the crowd, with Jeff 
Bell and Prem Margolese in second 
place. Flo Laundry and Lynn Thor-
burn were third, and Patricia Hewett 
with Bob Morrisette came fourth. 

Then on June 11 only three tables 
turned up, and it was Trinlay MacPhee 
who partnered Don Nemeth this 
time and came out on top. George 

Laundry and Terry Clement were 
next in line and Flo Laundry did a 
switcheroo and partnered Patricia 
Sutherland to come third.

There were again three full tables 
who sweated it out at duplicate 
bridge that hot evening of June 18, 
and it was the Laundry-Clement pair 
who came out on top. Nick Beringer 
and Patricia Sutherland were second, 
and it was the Double Dons (Sharp 
and Nemeth) in third spot.

By June 25 it had become summer, 
so just to be contrary things cooled 
down to a mere 17º C (only about 63º 
F) and there were four full tables. It 
was Ian Thomas and Zelly Taylor in 
fi rst place this time, with the Bering-
er-Sutherland pair coming second. 
Jeff Bell and Prem Margolese were 
third, and Flo Laundry with Peter 
Robinson occupied the fourth place.

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Kelly-Ann and Hue Haslauer ride their bikes in preparation for the 2018 Cycle of Life Tour 
later this month. Riders will spend one night of the trek on Salt Spring Island. 

BRIDGETRICKS
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#2 AD

ROTATE DONE 
FOR 
july 04

new rotation to 
begin with 
july 04 
publication
and ends sept 26

Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

kerryDriftwoodSmallAd.indd   1 2018-07-02   10:06 PM

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

Beat the drought!
ALL SHAPES
ALL SIZES

Call today for local distributor
1-800-661-4473

offi ce@premierplastics.com

Find the Right Plastic Tank 
for your Needs!

www.premierplastics.com

Automotive
    Services Ltd.

AutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotive
Johnson’s

BCAA APPROVED REPAIR FACILITY

     SALT SPRING ISLAND
PH: 
250.537.2023
TOW TRUCK 24 HR.
250.537.7749

BLAINE JOHNSON
CELL:  250.537.6607

#1-156 Alders Ave. Salt Spring Island BC V8K 2K5

Royal Canadian 
Legion branch 92

Mondays - Darts
Tuesdays - Euchre

Thursdays - Open Mic
. . . . . . . . . . . .

Starting July 1, 
1/2 price new memberships

www.saltspringlegion92.com
. . . . . . . . . . . .

Kitchen open Fri & Sat 5-8

BOOK rELEAsE

Women’s collective sparks revolution

New Society 
Publishers 
introduces Mudgirls 
Manifesto 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

F i n d i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s 
to unsustainable l iving 
and the unfair hierarchies 
entrenched in modern soci-
ety can have a revolution-
ary appeal, and revolution is 
exactly what British Colum-
bia’s Mudgirls Collective is 
hoping to inspire by exam-
ple.

An all-women’s group that 
has made a living through 
natural building, the Mud-
girls have spent the past 
dozen years creating beauti-
ful, sturdy homes made from 
the earth and devised a tem-
plate that upends multiple 
systems of oppression at the 
same time.

Mu d g i r l s  M a n i f e s t o : 
Handbuilt Homes, Hand-
crafted Lives is a new book 
put out by New Society 
Publishers that explains 
the Mudgirls philosophy 
as well as providing practi-
cal guidelines for others 
who might want to built a 
home by hand, create a 
business without traditional 
power dynamics or facili-
tate women with children in 
achieving goals that would 
normally be closed to them 
— or all of the above.

The book tells the story 
well, with the collectively 
written main text supple-
mented by personal reflec-
tions supplied by members, 
their partners and support-
ers. Photos of past projects 
show the work in action and 
the results. The book even 
includes some handy reci-
pes for the working camp 
model. 

Salt Spring Island is home 
to one of the Mudgirls’ 
founders, Molly Murphy, 
while others are scattered 

around other small Gulf 
Islands and the Sunshine 
Coast. During an interview, 
Murphy said there are plenty 
of reasons why a revolution 
is in order.

“I think capitalism, patri-
archy and the way society 
functions within those para-
digms — it’s really difficult to 
navigate the social structure 
without engaging with those 
aspects,” Murphy said. “And 
I think the Mudgirls is a good 
example of a way a group of 
women has figured out how 
to earn money, be success-
ful, be productive and have 
fun in a way that doesn’t 
engage in those as much.”

Mudgirls can work as a 
regular building crew for 
hire, but many property 
owners choose the option 
of having them facilitate a 
work party where they share 
natural building skills with 
interested individuals as a 
workshop. Participants learn 
simple techniques using 
earth-based materials and 
property owners get a huge 
crew of enthusiastic helpers.

A workshop taking place 
in Cobble Hill this sum-
mer, for example, offers the 
chance to learn the basics 
of small space design and 
building, including founda-
tions, simple post and beam, 
wall systems made of cob 
and cord wood, plaster, liv-
ing roof construction and 
more. Another offering will 
focus on plaster finishing 
and laying earthen floors. 
Week-long workshops typi-
cally include food, camping 
and childcare for those who 
need it.

Men are welcome to join the 
work parties, but the collective 
itself remains a completely 
female operation. The group 
formed after the women 
involved asked how can they 
could feel like they were in 
charge.

“One of the reasons we 
wanted to have an all wom-
en’s collective was we didn’t 

want people telling us what 
to do,” Murphy said, noting 
it’s hard for men not to step 
up and explain things or just 
do things, especially in a field 
where women aren’t normally 
found. “It’s easy to slip into 
asking the permission from 
the knowledgable male, which 
changes the power dynamics 
of the group.”

And despite their experi-
ence and proven results, the 
Mudgirls still face the stigma 
of being women in a man’s 
world. They often have to jus-
tify their skills because the 
assumption is they don’t have 
them.

“It’s still far from the norm 
to know how to use tools, or 
measure properly, or build a 
house from scratch,” Murphy 
observed. “But I don’t think a 
guy who calls himself a builder 
has to go around saying ‘I’ve 
got 12 years of experience and 
I know what I’m doing.’”

With all the years put in, the 
Mudgirls are always adding to 
their knowledge base, because 
every project is unique. 

“We don’t build cookie-
cutter homes. There’s an ele-
ment of learning and grow-
ing at all times that keeps us 
humble and keeps us learning 
together,” Murphy said. At the 
same time, “It’s easy for society 
to erode women’s self-confi-
dence.”

The sustainable building 
style the Mudgirls teach is 
based on cob, or walls made 
from mud, clay and fibre. 
They believe wood frame 
building can be sustainable, 
but not the way B.C. does it 
because raw wood is sent 
away for processing before 
coming back in refined form. 

The biggest ecological 
drawback to modern build-
ing, though, may come from 
materials that won’t ever 
break down if the house is 
deconstructed. A natural 
building with thick walls 
made of clay and straw needs 
no added insulation (usually 
made from fibreglass), nor 
does it need a plastic vapour 
barrier, drywall or exterior 
siding. 

“ We’v e  p re t t y  m u c h 

removed all garbage-type 
materials. There are major 
economic and environmen-
tal savings by choosing to 
have a natural wall system,” 
Murphy said. 

Possibly the most revo-
lutionary thing the Mudgirls 
have ever done is to introduce 
the concept of childcare as a 
requirement of their projects: 
a paid childcare provider is 
employed at every workshop 
and build. That allows Mudg-
irls with kids to go to work and 
gives other women with chil-
dren an opportunity to join 
workshops.

“Single mothers who would 
have put their dreams on 
hold can bring along their 
one-year-old or six-year-old 
and know they’re going to be 
cared for,” Murphy observed. 
“I think having children is a bit 
of a shock to modern women. 
Having your children cared for 
so you can work together can 
be super empowering, and 
that feeling can last for a long 
time.”

As Salt Springers know 
to their bones, getting any 
group of people to agree on 
anything can be an exercise 
in frustration if not futility, 
so having a collective that 
operates with a policy of 
total consensus may sound 
like the most radical step of 
all. 

To help things along, the 
Mudgirls employed a strict 
meeting structure at first, 
guided by Robert’s Rules and 
a few of their own conven-
tions to ensure everyone had 
a chance to be heard. Now 
their system is in place so 
they can be a little more flex-
ible in how meetings work, 
but consensus is still the 
form of decision-making in 
any project.

“It’s always so much bet-
ter if we all agree at the end,” 
Murphy said. “Because then 
there’s not even one person 
who’s left out or has hurt 
feelings, which can lead to a 
blow-out or issues later on. 
We’ve found having full con-
sensus is key to our success.”

For more information, visit 
mudgirls.ca.

Photo coUrtESY MUDgirLS

cob farmstand at Salt Spring’s golden tree Farm, created by 
Mudgirls and a community work party.
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CAMERON, 
LYNN LEAH (CUNNINGHAM)

Lynn passed away peacefully into the presence of 
her Lord and Saviour on Wednesday, June 13, 2018, 
with her family close by. She was a woman of great 
strength in every sense. A tremendous void is left to 
fi ll with memories, teachings and the true, everlasting 
love she had for those close to her. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Charles 
Cameron (2012) and her father, William Cunningham 
(2010). Left to celebrate her life are her children 
Tapio (April), Aaron (Jessica), Christopher (Lindsey), 
Rebekah, her grandchildren, Graeme, Larissa and 
Mateo, her mother Agnes, her sister Dawn (Mel), her 
sister Dale (John), her nieces and nephews, and many 
friends.

An Internment of her cremains will take place 
on Monday, July 16, 2018 at the Burgoyne United 
Church, Salt Spring Island at 1:00 p.m. with tea to 
follow at the Fulford Community Hall OAP Room. 
Pastor John Crawford offi ciating. No fl owers by 
request.

.,

ARCHERY 
CLASSES 

are being offered at the Salt Spring Rod & Gun Club 
on the following dates:

Monday, July 9  /  Wednesday, July 11
Monday, July 16  /  Wednesday, July 18

All equipment is supplied 
although you may bring your own bows.

JUNIOR SESSIONS (12 and under) 
are from 6:00pm - 7:00pm

ADULT SESSIONS (13 and over) 
are from 7:00pm - 8:00pm

Total cost is $100 for the 4 lessons

All lessons are taught by 
Archery Canada Coach Ken Cameron

Contact info:  250 537-1243  
or kc12@telus.net

OPPORTUNITY FOR 
DENTAL PATIENTS

We are looking for patients for a 3rd year UBC Dental 
School student doing a mentorship programme in my 
dental office for the month of July.  

As an incentive for patients without insurance, we 
will be offering all treatments that we deem appropriate 
for the dental student at half the cost of the current fee 
guide.  All patients interested with a specific problem or 
wishing a complete dental examination must contact our 
office by phone to be screened.

Office hours to phone are:  Mon. to Thur. 8:30am - 4:30pm
Dr. William E. Lea (250) 537-4141

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS DEATHS

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

4July

Directors Mtg.

July 4

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

Special Mtg.

INFORMATION

Denied Long-Term Disability, CPP or other Insurance? If, YES. Call: 604.937.6354 or e-mail: jfi sher@dbmlaw.ca

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MASTER DISTRIBUTOR-
SHIPS - MINI MAX PROFIT 
CENTERS. Now Appointing 
Across Canada. Potential 

Income $300,000.00 + 
Per Yr. Full Training and 

Support. CALL NOW 
1 866 668 6629 ext 1 or 2 
WWW.SWEETSFORA-

CAUSE.COM

TYPE 1 DIABETES?
 TROUBLE WALKING? Hip 
or Knee Replacement, or 

conditions causing 
restrictions in daily 

activities? $2,000 tax credit, 
$40,000 refund cheque/re-
bates. Disability Tax Credit. 

1-844-453-5372

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Journeyman 
Electrician

Required for Vernon 
Service Company $40/hr 
 pres@aslanservices.ca  

Ph: 250-549-4444

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! 
Employers have 

work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 

you need from an 
employer-trusted program. 

Visit: CareerStep.ca/MT 
or 1-855-768-3362 to 
start training for your 

work-at-home career today!

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN 
TRAINING

Online-based 43 wk program 
incls 8 wk practicum. Regu-
lated Pharmacy Technicians 
earn $25-$28/hr in hospitals 
& $20-$27/hr in community 
pharmacies. Accredited by 
the Canadian Council for the  
Accreditation of Pharmacy 
Programs (CCAPP).
www.stenbergcollege.com  
Toll-Free: 1-866-580-2772

Psychiatric Nursing 
Diploma

Online-based program with 
clinical placements and 
practicums in your local 
community. Earn $33.40-
$43.84/hr as a Psychiatric 
Nurse. Recognized by      
the College of Registered     
Psychiatric Nurses of BC.

stenbergcollege.com
Toll Free: 1-877-836-2374

LEGAL

CRIMINAL RECORD?
 Why suffer Employment/
 Licensing loss? Travel/
 Business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 

Criminal Pardon. US Entry 
Waiver. Record Purge. 

File Destruction. 
Free Consultation 
1-800-347-2540 

accesslegalmjf.com

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN

Helset Design

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

BUILDING SUPPLIES

STEEL BUILDING 
CLEARANCE ... 

“SUMMER OVERSTOCK 
SALE - BLAZING HOT 

DEALS!” 20X21 $5,845. 
25X27 $6,588. 30X31 
$9,564. 33X35 $9,833. 

35X35 $11,955. End Wall 
Included. Pioneer Steel 

1-855-212-7036

FREE ITEMS

Swarming these islands for 5 
decades!! Free honey bee 
swarm removal. Ron Pither 
250 539-2034

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS from only 
$4,397 - MAKE MONEY & 
SAVE MONEY with your 

own bandmill - Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock 

ready to ship. FREE Info & 
DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-

mills.com/400OT 
1-800-567-0404 Ext:400OT.

MISCELLANEOUS WANTED

EXERCISE BIKE Wanted. 
Call:  250 537-9658

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

RENTALS

STORAGE

Mid Isl.Storage

SELF STORAGE

250-537-2770
saltspringhospice.org

 Supported by

Want to help raise 
funds for SSI hospice 

programs? 
Volunteer to help with the 

CYCLE OF LIFE TOUR 
July 28 and 29.

 Call us for details.
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TIP OF THE WEEK

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.250.352.6871

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
Changes close to home, and with 
family, will be activated by this Solar 
Eclipse. These should produce some 
favorable experiences, actually. As 
well, your fi nancial picture stands to 
get a boost or at least you will gain 
inspiring insights about the possibili-
ties. Generally, a creative and playful 
cycle is indicated, against the back-
drop of a larger theme of power and 
abundance.
 
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
A busy yet auspicious cycle is about to 
begin for you. If you have been look-
ing for that key opening or break in 
otherwise static situations, this could 
be it. Yet, don’t expect to be able to 
kick back. Expect your calendar to fi ll 
progressively over the coming weeks. 
If you feel the need for some R&R, take 
it now, prior to the eclipse.
 
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Security is a keyword for you high-
lighted by this emerging cycle. Since 
mental, emotional and material se-
curity infl uence each other, your fo-
cus could be on any one or all of the 
above. Positively, your creative juices 
are fl owing so this is a good time to en-
gage them. Blending social perks with 
an eye for beauty could inspire you to 
throw or attend a garden party.
 

Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22)
This eclipse in your sign will activate 
new initiatives. These could prove 
especially evident in your closest re-
lationships, which probably include 
family members. Making key invest-
ments is also indicated. These could 
range from household items to tickets 
to events to bigger purchases yet. 
Regarding the latter, you may want to 
wait with Mars now and Mercury soon 
to turn retrograde.
 
Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23)
A busy time behind the scenes is in-
dicated over the coming weeks. This 
does not mean you will not be involved 
in outer activities, but you will be hap-
py to keep these as brief and specifi c 
as you can. Planning and designing are 
likely features of this urge to retreat. In 
this regard, it could prove to be a very 
productive cycle. All the while, things 
look promising professionally.
 
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22)
Making new friends is featured for this 
charged lunation cycle. This includes 
involvements with groups and/or 
clubs. It is important that your attitude 
is to give more than to receive. While 
may not exactly amount to storing your 
treasures in heaven, it could prove 
very advantageous in business and 
just the opposite if your take is out of 
proportion with your give.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
Noticeable changes in your public and 
professional life are indicated over the 
coming weeks. Some of these may not 
be so easy to take. One of your pri-
orities is to feel free, somehow. This 
probably includes letting go of control 
and surrendering faithfully. This will be 
supported by keeping an open mind. 
There may be a few fi nancial hits but 
these will be balanced by some boons.
 
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
This eclipse could have mixed results 
for you, but which lean to the positive 
overall. It will activate your sense of 
individuality and push you to make a 
few changes. These could be in your 
living environment but, more specifi -
cally, point to changes in you, person-
ally. This is where the complexity 
arises. Focus to make subtle shifts in 
attitude or interpretation that produce 
more fl ow.
 
Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
This New Moon is water based and 
the Grand Trine is earth, both of which 
are a bit complicated for the fi re signs. 
So, the eclipse will activate a clear-
ing or purging cycle. You can tune-in 
by doing a deep clean of the house, or 
in some other way. Venus in Virgo will 
push you to refi ne your skills and/or 
gather new tools. Focus on practical-
ity for best results.

 Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
This eclipse will activate important re-
lationship dynamics. These could fi nd 
you feeling sentimental and idealistic, 
perhaps even poetic. Meanwhile, so-
cial and cultural events could well be 
a much-needed source of fulfi llment. 
So, the time is right to step out and cut 
loose a bit. But make extra efforts to 
avoid intrigue and give others some-
thing positive to talk about.
 
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19)
This eclipse will activate or synchro-
nize with changes in your lifestyle. 
Circumstances will push you to adapt 
and this will likely require extra effort. 
Feeling as secure as you would like, 
may be an issue. Be on the alert for 
impatience and expectation. It may 
prove necessary to communicate any 
concerns or problems right away, 
clearly and diplomatically.
 
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20)
The coming Solar Eclipse bodes well 
in your chart. It indicates a creative 
and joyful cycle. Venus in Virgo too 
and the earthy trine will activate some 
pleasant exchanges and returns as 
well. Many changes in your overall 
perspective and approach that started 
a couple of months ago especially will 
go to the next level. This is a welcome 
counterbalance to other more compli-
cated undercurrents.

The big news this week includes Venus entering Virgo on July 9th here in 
North America and the Partial Solar Eclipse New Moon in Cancer on July 
12th. Venus is generally not so comfortable in Virgo, but on the high side, it 
can prove to be a very effi cient and meticulous combination. As well, it will 
complete the third leg of a Grand Trine in Earth signs by forming 120-degree 

aspects (Trine) to Saturn in Capricorn and Uranus in Taurus. Thus, any oth-
erwise less favorable effects will be signifi cantly mitigated. This will prove 
especially auspicious if you have planets in the early degrees of one of these 
three signs. The Partial Solar Eclipse occurs at 20 Cancer 41. This week’s 
Horoscope will provide some insights into these two infl uences.

MERCHANDISE

SPORTING GOODS

MERCHANDISE

SPORTING GOODS

Invite the whole neighbourhood 
to your garage sale with a 

classified ad. CALL 250-537-9933

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.comwww.gulfi slandsdriftwood.comwww.gulfi slandsdriftwood.comwww.gulfi slandsdriftwood.comwww.gulfi slandsdriftwood.comwww.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

FULFORD

GANGES

VESUVIUS

DRIFTWOOD GARAGE 
SALE KITS

Everything you need 
for your Yard Sale!

Includes posters, price 
stickers & your classifi ed ad 

published in the Driftwood 
on Wednesday

ONLY $23.80!
CALL TODAY 

250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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218 BYRON RD.  MOVING 
SALE  -  Saturday, July 7th,  
9:00am - 1:30pm. Art supplies, 
Val Konig art, clothes, chain-
saws, etc.

FOR SALE
15-foot Boston Whaler on an EZ Loader trailer

Powered by a 55 HP Mercury Seapro engine. Comes with: Three 20-litre 
gas tanks, hoses, Danforth anchor, anchor rode, depth sounder, 
paddle, electric bilge and wash down pumps. Can also come with: 
Two virtually new Scotty electric downriggers, prawn puller, 6 prawn 
traps, two older commercial crab traps, line etc.. Assorted extra gear, 
spare prop and waterproof tubs.
See at Mid Isle Marine, 248 Upper Ganges Road, 250-931-4020

SUMMER EVENTS

Fibre � ends spin 
festival plans
Salt Spring Fibre Fair 
runs July 21-22

Elderberry Yarns is hosting 
a brand new, fantastic fibre 
event this July 21 and 22 at 
the Salt Spring Farmers’ Insti-
tute. 

“We are excited to wel-
come a variety of Canadian 
vendors selling incredible 
products such as fibre, yarn, 
fleeces, project bags, weaving 
supplies, notions, patterns, 
yarn bowls, beads and other 
unique products,” said orga-
nizer Pat Donnelly.  

Featured this year are class-
es for all skill levels by local 
and internationally renowned 
instructors Caitlin Ffrench, 
Barb Brown,  Terr i  Bibby, 
Katrina Stewart and Cheryl 
Huseby. 

Internationally renowned 

artist  Kelly  Nor wood wil l 
be on hand to custom paint 
notion tins, spinning wheels, 
drop spindles, and anything 
else participants bring in.

The event will also feature 
an exciting Sheep to Shawl, 
a spectator-friendly event 
based on the process of weav-
ing a shawl from start to fin-
ish. Contestants begin with 
a freshly washed Salt Spring 
fleece and end with a hand-
woven artisan shawl.

Live music, wool poetry, 
food, children’s activities, 
interactive demonstrations, a 
crafting corner and more will 
be happening on site. 

The event is sponsored by 
Ancient Arts Yarn, Crafty Jaks, 
Joma Yarn, Two Needles and 
Some Thread. 

More information is avail-
able at www.saltspringfibre-
fair.com.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

FÊTED: Evelyn Lee enjoys her 100th birthday celebration at Lions Hall on Saturday. The matriarch of the pioneer-
ing island family was joined by hundreds of well-wishers, including her three daughters and a number of grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren. Lee was also presented with tributes from the Salt Spring 
Women’s Institute, the Vancouver Island Women’s Institute and the South Salt Spring Seniors OAP, which she founded.  
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here’s 
my card

#2 AD

ROTATE DONE 
july 4

new rotation to 
begin with 
july 04 
publication
and ends sept. 26

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Registered Nurse, 
Salt Spring Island.

Currently accepting

Clients. 

Call 250-538-8180
or visit www.velvetfootcare.com

Professional • Safe • Friendly • Service At Your Home

Cara Birkeland,
RN BSN

Foot Care Nurse
Certified

250-538-8180
Cara@VelvetFootCare.com  •  VelvetFootCare.com

Residential & Commercial Glass 
Replacement

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR
•  Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
•  Authorized Warranty Technician 
•  Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
•  Licensed Refrigeration
•  Fully Insured & Security Screened
•  Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net
www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SPRING & SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to 
stereos, tune up parts to mag wheel socket sets, pickup 
everything you need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Michael Byron Electric
Licensed & Bonded

Reg. #38235

Michael Byron
Owner/Operator
mbyron33@gmail.com

TEL: 250.537.6229
FAX: 250.537.8967

sports&recreationsports&
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

&recreation

BIKING 

Social rides promote cycling culture
Salt Spring Bike Club 
organizes special outings 

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A local group is trying to promote 
cycling on Salt Spring Island by advo-
cating for improved infrastructure and 
bringing local riders together. 

The Salt Spring Island Bike Club is the 
group behind the construction of the 
bike park in Mouat Park. While their pri-
mary goal of building the park is nearing 
completion, the group is looking to local 
riders to help promote the sport on the 
island. 

“There are no group rides on Salt 
Spring technically, so we’re trying to get 
those going,” said Sean Mulligan, owner 
of the local bike shop and a club board 
member. “It’s a slow process to get people 
to buy into it, but we’ll get there one ride 
at a time.”

To the club, Salt Spring has the potential 
to be a cycling destination. There are hun-
dreds of kilometres of roads and trails on 
the island that give riders the diversity and 
challenge that keeps cycling interesting. 
However, that mentality has not caught on 
yet and there is still work to do in order to 
make Salt Spring more bike-friendly.

“I think Salt Spring is not a cycling-cen-
tric place. It has always been a wellness 
destination or an arts destination. It’s 
not really ever been an adventure tour-
ism or active destination,” Mulligan said. 
“I don’t think the culture has ever really 

been here.”
The island’s hills and winding paved 

roads can make it a great destination for 
visiting cyclists. However, the thrill of con-
querring steep climbs has not gotten as 
much traction. 

“The visitors think that this place is 
great and the locals are like ‘What are you 
talking about?’” Mulligan said. “People like 
climbing the hills for the exercise . . . If you 
turn it around and look at it that way, it can 
be a good riding destination.” 

Group rides will not be training rides, 
nor will they be guided tours. The outings 
are meant to be fun and a chance to social-

ize with other riders, which helps build 
a community around the sport and will 
hopefully drive up local cycling interest.

“What the bike club is hopefully about 
is building up the culture. We want to have 
a unifi ed group of people who like to ride 
and get skills together and get out and 
get a sweat together,” he said. “It can be 
casual. It doesn’t matter, it’s just a matter of 
getting on the bike.”

Both mountain and road biking rides 
will be organized on and off of Salt Spring. 
A women’s ride is also in the works.

Those interested in joining a ride can 
contact Outspokin’ bike shop in Ganges.

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

PROVINCIAL GOLD: From 
left, Hiatt Grant, Elizabeth Woodley, 
Carmen Byron and Taylor Akerman 
sport gold medals from the Pro-
vincial Premier Cup held in Victoria 
on June 23 and 24. The premier 
league is the highest level of youth 
soccer in B.C. The girls played on 
the women’s U16 Vancouver Island 
Wave team, beating Surrey United 
2-0. Sophia Byron, not pictured, is 
also on the women’s team.
Grant was on the men’s U15 Wave 
team, beating Surrey United 2-1. 
The men’s team will go on to play 
in national championships in Laval, 
Que. this October. Grant’s team also 
won the provincial title last year.

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM 

Salt Spring Bike Club member Sean Mulligan. The club hopes to give local cycling 
culture a boost with social rides on and off  the island.  

GOLF 

Little and Powers earn Lucky Mashie title
BY MARCIE HOGAN
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

The next big event at Salt 
Spring’s golf course is the Lady 
Minto charity tournament. 

It runs on Saturday, July 7 with 
tee times available throughout 
the day. Register online at www.
ladymintofoundation.

Results are in for the men’s 
Lucky Mashie competition. 
The trophy is named after the 

“mashie niblick,” a wooden-
shafted club used primar-
ily before the 20th century that 
has been replaced by today’s 
7-irons. Winners were the team 
of Chad Little and Kevin Pow-
ers with a very low score of  57.  
Only one stroke behind, with 

consistent scores of 29 on both 
the front and the back, was the 
team of Gus Agostinis and Barry 
Scotton. Don McMahon and 
Kerry Westfi eld took third place 
on a countback after sharing 
scores of 63 with Brian Dun-
babin and Ric Proctor.

Eleven left-handed golf-
ers turned out for the annual 
Dod’s Cup competition. Mela-
nie Iverson once again took top 

spot with a net score of 66. Don 
McMahon shot a 69 for second 
place and Lynda Joyce took 
third with a 77.

In the ladies league, Jenny 
Pickering took top spot in a 
game of First and Last with a 
net score of 34. Carolyn Sharp 
placed second with a 37. Linda 
Tremblay won the KP on Hole 2 
and April Wright was closest to 
the pin on hole 6.

GOLFTEES
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SALT SPRING 778.353.3012  
Grace Point Square  1108–115 Fulford-Ganges Rd

nexgenhearing.com
WorkSafeBC and other Provincial WCB Networks, 
VAC, BCEA and NIHB accepted
Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

More words start with the letter ‘S’ than any other letter. But if you have a 
hearing loss it can feel as though those words have been removed from 
your hearing dictionary. You have probably also lost the ability to hear 
the letters; ‘F-P-K & T’. With untreated hearing loss, you won’t be hearing 
those words either. Hearing aids from NexGen Hearing can put the words 
back and make hearing easier.

Your Hearing Loss affects the  
ones you love.

NexGen Hearing 
ad to run in 
Driftwood in 
July.

rollEr dErBY 

Tempest junior roller derby team hosts double header
Team looks forward to 
first ever home game

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Roller Derby is coming to Salt 
Spring Island on Saturday, July 
7 as the Salt Spring Island Tem-
pest junior co-ed roller derby 
team hosts their first island 
bout. 

The event will be at the Gulf 
Islands Secondary School gym-
nasium from around 4 to 9 p.m. 
(Doors open at 3:30.) The Tem-
pest will play first, followed by 
an adult bout. This will be the 
first time that the junior team 
has played against a visiting 
team on Salt Spring Island. 

“Finally, we’re going to have 
everyone cheering them on, 
which is going to feel awesome 
for them,” said assistant coach 
Kate Richer. “The kids are super 
excited. We’ve had the junior 
team for two years and this is 
the first time playing on Salt 
Spring.”

The Tempest is a co-ed junior 
roller derby team for youth ages 
11 to 18. Kids learn everything 
from basic roller skating skills 
to more advanced moves and 
strategies needed to win the 
game. 

Roller derby is more than a 
brawl on a roller rink. Crews 
are made up of blockers and 
jammers. Jammers are the scor-
ing players who try to pass the 
blockers, race around the track 
and pass through them a sec-
ond time. Points are awarded 

for each time the jammer pass-
es an opposing blocker. 

“It  can get rough,” Richer 
said. “It’s not a sport for the 
light hearted, though we have 
many kids who are very gentle 
and they love it.  They get to 

explore that other side of them-
selves.”

The team practises twice per 
week at Fulford Hall. The kids 
start out by learning how to 
roller skate and it is not until 
they learn all  of the skating 

skills that they can even start 
learning the game. Most of the 
players from the first year came 
back to play for a second year. 

“It’s something that I always 
look forward to at the end of 
school, or that I really dread, 

but it’s definitely something 
that I’m excited to do,” said Lili 
Paulin Kuroda, one of the play-
ers. “I think that it’s a part of 
my personality. I think that if I 
work really hard and I continue 
with it I can get pretty good.”

“It’s a sport that doesn’t usu-
ally attract traditional sports 
people for some reason,” Rich-
er said. “It attracts a lot of kids 
who have never played sports 
before . . . It’s a really good con-
fidence builder for kids. They 
learn how to fall down and get 
back up and they learn how to 
take some physical hits.”

One of the more creative parts 
of being on the team is being 
able to choose derby names. 
The nicknames bring out each 
skater’s persona and are a big 
part of roller derby culture. Lili 
“Minie Mimi” Paulin Kuroda, 
Tammy “Trixie McDinglehop-
per” Miller and Morgan “Donor” 
Fry are some examples. 

Putting on a roller derby bout 
is an involved process. A special 
floor needs to be installed in the 
gym, and at least 18 officials are 
required to run a game. Those 
interested in helping with the 
floor installation are asked to 
contact the team through their 
Facebook page.

“It  needs a small  army of 
volunteers,” assistant coach 
Morgan Fry said. “It’s wonder-
ful, a lot of the community gets 
together and helps.” 

Game tickets are available at  
Windsor Plywood, Axe and Reel 
and through the team’s Facebook 
page: The TempestSSIJRD. 

swIMMInG 

Stingrays display ‘grit and spirit’
Nanaimo meet tests young 
swimmers’ mettle

Salt Spring Stingrays faced extra competition from 
Lower Mainland swimmers at their meet in Nanaimo 
last weekend, learning from the experience and ready 
to jump in the pool in Campbell River this week.

“This past weekend was full of ups and downs and 
learning curves for the Stingrays,” said co-head coach 
Finn Page. “Despite the rain and long days of heats and 
finals, the Stingrays showed lots of grit and spirit up in 
Nanaimo.” 

Stingrays seniors showed off what they had with 
Zadian St. Gelais notching 1:08.9 and Emma Phillips 
breaking 1:20 and hitting a 1:18.7 in their 100-metre 
freestyle races. Aramis St. Gelais dropped a second off 
his 100-m butterfly and achieved a whopping 1:08.2. 

Zoey Johnson picked up a medal in all six of her races. 
Intermediate swimmer Druehn Pinney scored a gold 

medal in the 50-backstroke. 
Luke Bevan and swimmer of the meet Theo Carson 

both swam their first-ever 100-m individual medley 
races. 

Ashton Kuypers dropped six seconds in his 50 fly. 
“Novices Robyn Demner, Ella Carson and Cooper 

Horbas were fast and showed lots of spirit,” said Page.
With teams from the Lower Mainland attending, 

there was extra and strong competition at the Nanaimo 
meet.

Spirit Week has arrived for the Stingrays, which 
means many swimmers will engage in team-building, 
skill-strengthening and spirit-soaring activities this 
week. 

phoTo bY MArc KiTTEriNghAM 

Members of The Tempest practise at the giSS outdoor multi-sport court in advance of this Saturday’s island 
bout in the giSS gymnasium. From left in the action are Emma Thomas, Maggie Fraser, infinity perry, hannah 
Lawson and Shanti courtney.  

phoTo bY LiNDA MATTESoN-rEYNoLDS 

Stingrays team member pasley hayden in the bowen 
park Kin pool in Nanaimo. 
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