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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring has often reached deep to help 
community members in medical distress attend 
to their situation without adding fi nancial crisis 
to their problems. 

Islanders are being asked to step up once again 
to support Dawn Tarrabain and family, whose 
lives have been urned upside down by her ALS 

progression.
Tarrabain is known to many 

in the community as a former 
front-end supervisor at Coun-
try Grocer, where she made an 
impression on customers and 
staff alike for her upbeat and 
kind personality. She has not 
worked for the past year, how-
ever, and was diagnosed with 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis in 

April 2017. 
A GoFundMe campaign started last May raised 

$18,000 but fell short of the $25,000 goal. Sup-
porters are now hoping to kick the campaign 
back into action, with the family’s needs expect-
ed to extend much further than the initial target.

“Dawn is now in an electronic wheelchair. Her 
family is doing their best, but now they need the 
community’s help,” reads a plea from the Copper 
Kettle Society, a local group that helps islanders 
in need. 

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

REDLETTER DAY: Jane and Fred Lizotte of McLean, Lizotte, Wheadon and Com-
pany get into the spirit of Valentine’s Day around the special display at the Lady Minto 
Hospital Auxiliary Thrift Shop on Tuesday. There’s still time to acknowledge a special some-
one today (Feb. 14).

Funds for 
ALS family
needed
Copper Kettle makes plea for 
Dawn Tarrabain and family

Restaurant 
gets Trust 
variance
and permit
Taco beats car as downtown 
Ganges ruler

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F 

Plans to turn El Loco Taco from a food 
truck to a fully licensed restaurant can 
now proceed with approval of a park-
ing variance and development permit 
granted at Thursday’s Salt Spring Local 
Trust Committee meeting.

Lions Hall was packed with support-
ers who burst into applause at the con-
clusion of the application. Six people 
also spoke during the town hall session 
of the meeting to support a variance 
to permit six on-site parking spaces 
instead of the 15 that would normally be 
required under the Salt Spring Offi cial 
Community Plan.

“My own view is that six spaces are 
neither here nor there in this particu-
lar location,” said Salt Spring trustee 
George Grams. “This is probably one 
of the most important sites downtown, 
very prominent indeed. Certainly what 
is proposed is way better than the previ-
ous use as a gas station . . .  and it is way 
better than the dereliction we’ve experi-
enced over the past several years.”

In August, business founder Larry 
Gorrill became the first tenant of the 
former Shell site since the service sta-
tion closed seven years ago and went 
through its environmental remediation 
process. He and new managing partner 
Tom Bremner have been working on a 
site plan that allows for some parking 
as well as outdoor seating and space for 
deliveries. 

ISLANDS TRUST COMMUNITY AID 

TARRABAIN  continued on  4

DAWN
TARRABAIN

PERMITS  continued on  2
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Thursday, 
March 1, 2018

Lions Club,Hart 
Bradley Hall 
103 Bonnet  
Avenue

 SALT SPRING ISLANd LoCAL TRuST CoMMITTee
PUBLIC HEARING 

805 Lower Ganges Road (PID  009-600-426)

Bylaw No. 509 

Rezoning for Additional Recreational Uses 

9:30 a.m. 

What are the bylaw changes about?

Anyone affected by 
the proposed  
bylaw. 

Bylaw No. 509 amends the Parks and Reserve 3(a) zone of the Salt 
Spring Island Land use Bylaw to: 
•	 Permit two indoor tennis courts
•	 Permit outdoor tennis courts
•	 Remove the cap on number of permitted buildings for these 

additional uses.

How do I get more information?
Copies of the bylaws and other information is available at the Islands 
Trust office at #1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, 
B.C. V8K 2N8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday, excluding statutory holidays from February 14, 2018. Written 
submissions are welcome up until the conclusion of the Public Hearing.

A Community Information Meeting (CIM) to answer any questions about 
the proposed bylaw amendment will take place at 9:30 a.m. The Public 
Hearing will commence immediately following the CIM. 

250-537-9144

enquires?
Jason Youmans, 
Island Planner 

Have
Your
Say 

Who should attend?

Wednesday, February 14
Wednesday, February 21

TrANSPorTATIoN

Community solution scouted for downtown parking
SSITC gets serious about 
options

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Downtown Ganges parking ills 
and the way to cure them are once 
again at the forefront of commu-
nity issues in light of a conten-
tious development variance per-
mit granted to El Loco Taco for 
the site of the former Shell station 
on McPhillips Avenue.

The Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee’s decision to allow six 
on-site parking spaces instead of 
15 has been praised for support-
ing new vibrancy on a prominent 
corner that had been shuttered 
behind wire fencing for years. As 
planning staff working on the file 
reported, though, it may also add 
stress to an already challenging 
situation during the work week 
and on market Saturdays.

The situation has re-opened 
the long-running conversation 
on how traffic and parking should 
be managed. For several people 
speaking at Thursday’s LTC meet-
ing, a European model that takes 
vehicles out of the village core 
is a better approach than cur-
rent language dictating parking 
requirements in Salt Spring’s offi-
cial community plan. 

“We cannot let cars run and 

develop our downtown core; we 
have to think differently,” Salt 
Spring trustee Peter Grove said 
as part of his decision statement. 

Trustee George Grams voiced a 
similar opinion, noting he would 
prefer to see no parking at all on 
the small corner lot. 

Mouat’s Trading Company has 
ensured its tenants and custom-
ers have parking outside the main 
core, building lots on Rainbow 
Road to serve staff so that down-
town spaces can remain avail-
able to customers. Pharmasave 
employees use the ArtSpring park-
ing lot for the same reason. Most 
of the lower lot is owned by the 
pharmacy’s building owner. 

El Loco Taco managing part-
ner Tom Bremner said he believes 
it’s time for a community-based 
solution to a problem that existed 
before the application, with agree-
ment from several speakers at 
Thursday’s LTC meeting. Members 
of the public suggested alterna-
tives such as a community-owned 
and run parking lot and a shuttle 
bus system may now be in order.

“I think trying to do this piece-
meal, business by business, isn’t 
going to work,” said member of the 
public Chris Cheeseman.

“I would like to look socially at 
why we give cars more rights than 
we give people in our town. I think 
town is maxed out,” Chris Dixon 

said. Given there’s no room for 
more cars, he added, “We need to 
think differently than we do today. 
We’re going to have to deal not with 
more parking spaces but less cars.”

Dan Dickmeyer called upon the 
CRD to purchase a property for 
community parking, perhaps the 
vacant lot on Jackson Avenue.

Parking problems have been 
considered several times in the 
past by the Capital Regional Dis-
trict’s Salt Spring Transportation 
Commission, including a pro-
posal by former commissioner 
Scott Simmons to build a com-
munity lot on a corner of Mouat 
Park. Reviews of past materials 

and SSITC’s mandate related to 
parking took place in 2011 and 
2013, with funds for a study on 
how to set up a parking author-
ity first budgeted for in 2014, and 
then moved to 2018. 

Commission chair Robin Wil-
liams proposed Thursday that 
the LTC issue a temporary use 
permit to allow the restaurant 
owners to get their CRD building 
permit, and also give his group 
time to set up a parking author-
ity. Staff explained that TUPs are 
only issued related to rezoning 
applications and would not apply 
because restaurant service was 
already a permitted use on the 
property in question.

Williams also suggested the 
property owners could contribute 
funds equal to the value of the 
nine lost spaces to the transporta-
tion commission to further a com-
munity-based parking solution. 

“We do not have a system right 
now that we could take some sort 
of cash-in lieu. So we’d like to ask 
you to consider that,” Williams 
said. 

Speaking after the meeting, 
Williams said he was disappoint-
ed the LTC failed to initiate the 
inter-governmental cooperation 
necessary to make the idea work. 
The parking study will most likely 
appear on SSITC’s next meeting 
agenda for Feb. 26. 

Town hall hears support

The application has 
opened up a wider conver-
sation about possibly out-
dated language in the OCP, 
both related to parking 
requirements and the need 
to differentiate between 
new developments and 
the repurposing of existing 
space. The greater prob-
lem of vehicle traffic and 
parking in Ganges has also 
been brought into sharp 
focus. (See related story 
above.)

Tr ustee Peter  Grove 
echoed some of the public 
speakers who said Thurs-
day that a different plan-
ning approach is needed 
going forward. 

“We can’t allow the car 
to run our towns and how 
we design them,” Grove 
said, noting the LTC had 
received many letters of 
support for the project but 
only three opposed.

“I’m sorry some of you 
might have been stung 
in the past by parking 
requirements, but we can’t 
let the past dictate the 
future. We have to move on 
and do what’s best for our 
community and I believe 
this is what is best for our 
community.”

Planning staff had rec-
ommended against grant-
ing the permits in light 
of  the significant gap 
between the proposal 
and OCP guidelines, with 
only 28 of the 43 appli-
cable guidelines met and 
issues related to lighting, 
landscaping and pedes-
trian safety. Staff noted as 
well that reducing parking 
requirements could have 
multiple impacts on the 
downtown community, 
including putting pressure 
on the limited number of 
street spaces and private 
lots. 

Letters from business 
owners opposed to the 
plan, including Mouat’s 
Trading Co., cited precise-
ly that problem, and said 
that granting the variance 
would unfairly favour one 
business against those that 
had been previously forced 
to follow the rules at their 
own expense. 

Sharon Hall, one of the 
property owners,  said 
comments that the vari-
ance would unfairly add 
value to the former Shell 
site missed an important 
point.

“With the exemption of 
the recent vacancy time, 
required upon decommis-
sioning of the gas station, 

to allow for environmental 
requirements . . . this prop-
erty and building have 
always housed extremely 
busy and popular busi-
nesses, with both service 
and retail components,” 
Hall said, adding the new 
use therefore did not con-
stitute a “massive redevel-
opment.”

“So concluding it would 
result in some sudden 
windfall for the property 
owners ignores the history 
of this property,” she said.

In the discussion of 
pedestrian safety, Hall 
pointed out that building a 
“floating” raised sidewalk 
would only add to the dan-
ger since the edge of the 
property is not attached to 
anything. She agreed that 
clearly delineated path-
ways and perhaps con-
crete parking stops might 
be a good idea. 

Grams asked Bremner 
and Gorrill to continue to 
work with planning staff 
toward incorporating more 
suggestions for meeting 
the guidelines, although 
he pointed out they are not 
legally obligated to do so 
once the permit has been 
approved.

“I believe you are morally 
obligated,” Grove coun-
tered. 

PErMITS 
continued from 1

phoTo BY ElIzABETh NolAN

Edge of the El loco Taco property on Mcphillips Avenue, with pedestrian 
pathway and Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure right-of-way 
marked out in chalk next to where a disabled parking space will be 
located. Islands Trust planning staff singled out parking and pedestrian 
safety as key issues with a development permit application that was ap-
proved at Thursday’s lTC meeting.
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
Indoor Salt Spring Saturday Market: 
Saturday, FEBRUARY 17  
Farmers’ Institute, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper? 
Art Supply Paper?

Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

natural resources

Public gives first impression of Fisheries Act changes
More improvements could be 
made for reconciliation and 
habitat protection

by MaRC KItteRINGHaM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The federal government announced sweep-
ing changes to the Fisheries Act on Feb. 6. 

If enacted, the changes will require all habi-
tat decisions to be informed by Indigenous 
traditional knowledge, and provide protection 
and habitat restoration to all fish in Canada’s 
waterways. 

Nick Claxton is an assistant teaching profes-
sor of Indigenous education at the University 
of Victoria. He says that while the amendment 
to include Indigenous peoples in the process is 
a step in the right direction, the changes might 
not go far enough. 

“The changes are moving 
in the right direction, but as 
with other elements of rec-
onciliation in Canada you 
wonder how far it will go,” 
Claxton said. “It’s proposed 
to help reconciliation with 
Indigenous peoples and I 
guess that is kind of where 
we need to start, trying to 
come to some kind of terms 

or agreement of what reconciliation actually 
means.”

The Douglas Treaties state that the Tsawout 
were to be able to “carry on [their] fisheries as 
formerly.” However, there is some controversy 
when it comes to the interpretation of the trea-
ties.

Claxton said the Tsawout interpret the trea-
ties as meaning fisheries are “to remain ulti-
mately under our jurisdiction and under our 
traditional territory based on our laws and 
principles and teachings that have stood for 
thousands of years. That ultimately hasn’t hap-
pened. For this Fisheries Act to come in and say 
‘here’s reconciliation,’ then from that perspec-
tive arguably it’s going in the right direction, but 
is it going far enough? That remains to be seen.”

The waterways around the Gulf Islands are 
home to many keystone species that are cur-
rently listed by the Committee on the Status of 
Endangered Wildlife in Canada. These species 
include different kinds of salmon and killer 
whales. The amendments being put in place 
to the Fisheries Act do add some protection to 
these animals, but will also have an effect on 
fishing and tourism in the area. 

Rebuilding stocks of fish would mean slow-
ing or stopping fishing of those species, which 
in turn would have an effect on the local econ-

omy. Though it may seem like the ocean is full 
of salmon, Greg Taylor, senior fisheries advisor 
for the Watershed Watch Salmon Society, said 
that things have never been more difficult for 
the salmon populations in the waters around 
the Gulf Islands and throughout southern B.C. 

“We say that salmon are so important to us, 
and then understand that sockeye, steelhead, 
chinook and coho are all listed [as endan-
gered] by COSEWIC and all heading [to be 
listed on the] Species at Risk Act,” he said. 
“At some point people have got to say when’s 
enough enough? I just don’t think people 
understand how bad things are for the salmon 
populations we all say we cherish.”

The Species at Risk Act is federal legislation 
that puts protections on endangered and at-
risk species in Canada. COSEWIC is an inde-
pendent group that assesses species’ viability 
and populations and refers them to the Species 
at Risk Act when they are considered at risk. 

One of the main changes to the bill will 
be the inclusion of Indigenous peoples of 
Canada in the decision-making process. The 
bill will require the consultation of tradi-
tional knowledge before making any habitat 

decisions, and allows Indigenous peoples 
to participate in policy writing, reviews and 
monitoring of projects. 

Taylor thinks that although the new 
amendments will benefit the fisheries as 
a whole, there are still some shortcomings 
when it comes to actually carrying out the 
changes. 

“There are some really good things in the 

act, but people shouldn’t get their expecta-
tions up too high. The reason is they are set-
ting themselves up to fail,” he said. “They just 
do not have the capacity or resources to do 
what they’re being asked to do now.”

In order to carry out the new regulations 
and actually apply them will take time and 
money that the fisheries managers do not 
have. Taylor said that the managers are going 
to be facing new steps before being able to 
implement the rules and there simply is not 
enough money or time to get the job done 
effectively. The government has promised 
$284 million over the next five years to enact 
the new rules, but that money will mainly 
be used to enforce Fisheries Act provisions 
rather than the day-to-day operations.

The new amendments will grant the ability 
to protect these populations as well as ways 
to rebuild fish stocks in the area. Rebuilding 
the salmon population will help the whale 
population rebound, since salmon are the 
only food source for southern resident killer 
whales. It will, however, have an effect on 
commercial and recreational fishing, which 
relies heavily on salmon to operate.

NICK
CLaXtON

photo BY MARc kIttERINghAM

Fulford creek, one of Salt Spring Island’s most significant fish-bearing streams, could have new protections under Fisheries Act changes.

“At some point people have 
got to say when’s enough 
enough? I just don’t think 
people understand how bad 
things are for the salmon 
populations we all say we 
cherish.”
GREG TAylOR
Watershed Watch Salmon Society
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NOTICE is hereby given that the North Pender Island Local Trust Committee will be considering 
a resolution allowing for the issuance of a Temporary Use Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the 
Local Government Act.   The proposed permit would apply to Lot B, Section 16, Pender Island, 
Cowichan District, Plan 46553 (PID: 010-977-929).  This property is located at 2602 Harpoon Road. 
The purpose of this temporary use permit would be to permit: 

a)   A Short Term Vacation Rental within the Dwelling Unit. 
The establishment of these uses would be subject to the conditions specified in the permit.  The 
permit would be issued for three years and the owner may apply to the North Pender Island Local 
Trust Committee to have it renewed once for an additional three years. 
The general location of the subject property is shown in the following sketch:

NOTICE
NORTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

NP-TUP-2017.5

A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, 200 - 1627 Fort Street, 
Victoria, B.C., V8R 1H8, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday inclusive, 
excluding Statutory Holidays, commencing, February 9, 2018 and up to and including February 21, 2018. 
Enquiries or comments should be directed to Planner Jason Youmans at (250) 538-5603, for Toll 
Free Access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-
663-7867; or by fax (250) 405-5155; or by email to: information@islandstrust.bc.ca, before 4:30 p.m., 
February 21, 2018.  The North Pender Island Local Trust Committee may consider a resolution 
allowing for the issuance of the permit during the regular business meeting starting at 10 a.m., 
Thursday, February 22, 2018, at the Anglican Church Hall, 4703 Canal Road on North Pender Island. 
All applications are available for review by the public.  Written comments made in response to 
this notice will also be available for public review.                                                                                                   

Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary

Shingle Bay

Feb. 14th edition

PuBlIC PolICY 

Legal expert talks about pot legalization
Kirk Tousaw says 
good and bad in 
‘experiment’

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A cannabis lawyer will be talk-
ing about what the future may 
hold for marijuana legalization 
at a Salt Spring Forum event on 
Friday, Feb. 16. 

Victoria-based lawyer Kirk 
Tousaw has been practising law 
since 1998. His talk will cover 
what the reality of legalization 
will look like to everyday people. 

“Now is not the time to be sit-
ting on your heels,” he said. “It’s 
a time of significant regulatory 
upheaval and change. Some 
of the paths forward are quite 
good, but there are still quite a 
bit of things that need fixing as 
this experiment evolves.”

On Feb. 5, the B.C. govern-
ment announced its policies 
concerning the sale of legal-
ized marijuana. It will be fol-
lowing a centralized distribu-
tion model, which gets product 
from licensed growers to shops 
through the BC Liquor Board. 
The government has acknowl-
edged that rural communities 
will potentially have different 
needs than urban centres, but 
has not given any concrete rul-

ing on how stores will operate in 
these areas. 

Tousaw agrees with the prov-
ince’s decision.

“I think the province is wisely 
recognizing that a one-size-fits-
all approach does not make a lot 
of sense in a province that is as 
geographically diverse as British 
Columbia.”

Federally, the ruling concern-
ing edible cannabis products is 
that they will be illegal to sell for 
at least the first year of legaliza-
tion. The main hurdle to legal-
ization of edible products is not 
the marijuana side, but the food 
side, Tousaw explained. Food 
production and safety involves 
many different governmental 
bodies and regulations and 
combining that with cannabis 
makes for difficult policy writ-
ing. The federal government has 
said that they will make edibles 
legal by the end of the first year.

Unlike some American states 
that have legalized recreational 
cannabis, the model behind 
Canada’s legalization is not 
profit-based. Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau and the Liberal 
party have said that the goal 
of legalization was to solve the 
public health issues around can-
nabis. This includes stopping 
the black market and keeping 
marijuana out of the hands of 

minors. There has been some 
criticism of Canada’s approach 
to legalization, and much of that 
is due to the political nature of 
the debates. 

“Politics and policy are two 
different things. Unfortunately, 
good policy sometimes bends 
to what is perceived to be good 
politics. I think it is pretty easy 
in British Columbia, particu-
larly in some of the liberal areas 
of British Columbia — small “l” 
liberal — to forget that the rest 
of the country doesn’t neces-
sarily share those progressive 
views and that a huge swath 
of this country is quite socially 
conservative,” said Tousaw.

Though stopping organized 
crime’s involvement with can-
nabis has been a priority for 
the Trudeau government, the 
extent of their involvement may 
not be as much as it seems. The 
Canadian Drug Policy Coalition 
released a study on Aug. 9, 2016 
that states that “Evidence sug-
gests a very low involvement 
of organized crime in the can-
nabis industry in Canada; the 
majority of those in the indus-
try tend to be non-violent and 
have minimal, if any, involve-
ment with other criminal activi-
ties.” 

Tousaw agrees with the find-
ings, saying that “a lot of that is 

political rhetoric. We’ve consis-
tently heard from the Trudeau 
government that we’re legaliz-
ing cannabis in order to protect 
our youth and reduce the influ-
ence of organized crime. The 
reality is that organized crime 
has exceedingly little involve-
ment in the domestic cannabis 
industry.”

When it comes to youth, 
protecting minors from using 
marijuana has also been mainly 
political rhetoric. Under prohi-
bition, Canada had the highest 
concentration of teenagers who 
use marijuana of any developed 
country, according to a 2013 
study by UNICEF.

What Tousaw recommends 
is having more conversations 
with minors about the effects of 
cannabis rather than “the pro-
hibition-based ‘reefer madness’ 
that seems to permeate a lot of 
the talks we have with our kids.”

Going forward, Tousaw sees 
turbulent years ahead for can-
nabis.

“I think there’s a lot of work 
left to be done,” he said. “It’s 
exciting that we’re taking these 
initial steps and I hope that we 
continue this journey in a posi-
tive way.”

Friday’s event will be held 
at ArtSpring beginning at 7:30 
p.m.

off-roAd TrAVEl

Pathways celebrates 30 years
AGM looks to the future

By MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Island Pathways is marking its 30th anni-
versary this weekend and has already gotten 
off to a promising start. 

The group’s annual general meeting will be 
held at the Salt Spring Public Library on Sun-
day, Feb. 18 from 2 to 4 p.m. The meeting will 
cover what the group accomplished in 2017 
and look to the future for pathways on Salt 
Spring Island. 

To help celebrate the 30th year, Island Path-
ways members will continue working on the 
trail network between Ganges village and 
Central. The section of trail between Booth 
Canal and Baker roads has already been fund-
ed by this year’s Shaw Family Community 
Grant through the Salt Spring Island Founda-
tion. Additional money from the Mid-Island 
Co-op will cover other associated costs. 

“We were very lucky because we had a proj-
ect for 2018, but we just didn’t have all of the 
money for it,” said Jean Gelwicks, chair of 
Partners Creating Pathways, a committee of 
Island Pathways. “We now have the money for 
it, so we’re very happy.”

Sunday’s meeting will include two present-
ers, one from Partners Creating Pathways and 
one from the Salt Spring Transportation Com-
mission, who will be talking about the future 
for both of their groups. 

Partners Creating Pathways is made up of 
representatives from a few different organiza-
tions with an interest in pathway creation and 
maintenance. Its mandate has been to build 
pathways that help bring people into the Gan-
ges village core. Heading into the future, the 
group hopes to keep up that momentum and 
expand their pathway building across the 

island. They have identified a list of pathways 
on various parts of Salt Spring Island, with a 
priority being  completing the Ganges to Cen-
tral pathway and connecting Merchant Mews 
to Ganges village. 

“We did a study and looked at all the things 
that people have been telling us over the years 
and came up with a tentative plan of where 
we’d like to go from here,” said Gelwicks. 

One of the long-term goals of Island Path-
ways is to help create a way for people to 
travel all over Salt Spring Island off the road 
and without cars. By connecting the major 
hubs with multi-use trails, Island Pathways is 
making bicycle and foot travel easier and safer 
for residents.

“Someday there will be a way that pedes-
trians and cyclists can be off the road, if they 
choose, all the way from Vesuvius to Fulford 
and be safe. Before we started all of these 
pathways, cyclists, pedestrians, motorized 
scooters and cars were all using the road and 
most of our roads don’t have very big shoul-
ders. They were trying to share the couple of 
feet of shoulders on the road.”

There are plans to build a pathway from 
Fulford to Vesuvius, linking up with other 
CRD regional trails like the Lochside Trail and 
the Galloping Goose Trail to create a circuit 
around the whole Capital Regional District. 

“It’s a great big circle loop and a part of the 
regional trail that is on our island is going to 
happen from Fulford to Vesuvius . . . some-
day,” said Gelwicks. “Every island will take 
more than a couple of years to plan and exe-
cute and move on. I’m not holding our breath, 
but in the meantime we will have already 
done from Ganges to Central. That’s quite a 
good swath of it. It’s happening, but slowly.”

Island Pathways has also undertaken a 
number of cycling infrastructure improve-
ments and programs over the years. 

Family needs
new home 

The ALS Society of Canada explains that 
ALS (also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease) 
gradually paralyzes people because the 
brain is no longer able to communicate 
with the body’s muscles, including those 
required to swallow and breathe. There is 
no cure and few treatment options.

According to the GoFundMe page, Tar-
rabain first noticed something was wrong 
when she started having numbness in her 
lower legs. Eventually she required leg 
braces to help stabilize her walking, then 
her arms starting going numb and she had 
trouble with her speech. She has now lost 
much of her mobility and ability to speak.

“The financial burden will be enor-
mous for this family and will only con-
tinue to get worse in the future. There will 
be many ferry trips to off-island appoint-
ments, adaptive equipment and com-
munication equipment needed to help 
Dawn in her daily needs,” the GoFundMe 
campaign story states. 

Tarrabain, her husband Todd Tambo-
line and son Jacob are now facing addi-
tional pressures because they are los-
ing their rental housing at the end of 
April and need to find a new home that is 
wheelchair accessible. 

People can contribute to the GoFund-
Me page under “Dawn’s Rally against 
ALS” and contribute their  grocer y 
receipts to Country Grocer’s Save a 
Tape program. 

TArrABAIN 
continued from 1
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HousInG

New restrictions complicate critical rental market
UBCM makes recommendations on 
provincial crisis

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The pool of available homes in Salt Spring’s competi-
tive rental market may become even smaller in light of 
changes to B.C.’s Residential Tenancy Act passed in 
December.

The provincial government hoped to strengthen pro-
tection for renters by closing a “loophole” in the act, 
which allowed landlords to increase rents beyond the set 
amount through fixed-term leases with a vacate clause. 
Under the old legislation, a landlord could increase rent 
to reflect the red-hot market value by forcing a tenant to 
either negotiate a new lease, or move out, after the term 
was up. 

Under the new legislation, fixed-term tenancy agree-
ments are limited to sublease agreements or cases in 
which the landlord or a close family member intends 
to live in the unit. As well, rent increases between 
fixed-term tenancy agreements for the same tenant are 
restricted to the maximum annual allowable amount — 
currently two per cent plus inflation, or four per cent.

While the move has been welcomed by tenants, espe-
cially people in the Greater Vancouver area who were 
seeing rent amounts under such agreements increase by 
huge jumps in recent years, small-scale landlords have 
said the rules removed one of the few protections they 
had against bad tenants. Many homeowners, including 
those on Salt Spring, use the fixed-term lease as a way to 
remove problem renters after a trial period because the 
avenues provided under the act are so inadequate.

Norman Rothwell, a realtor and property manager 
with Pemberton Holmes, said he is not aware of local 
landlords using the move-out clause to jack up rents. 

“The cost of tenant replacement is just not worth it,” 

he said. “It’s simply used as a safeguard to protect the 
asset.”

There are a number of causes that are considered jus-
tifiable reasons to evict a tenant under the Residential 
Tenancy Act, but landlords feel the regulation is already 
weighed toward tenants. For example, a tenant who 
receives an eviction notice can receive a stay of of up to 
three months merely by submitting a notice of dispute. 
After the dispute hearing the arbitrator has another 30 
days to submit a finding. 

Even if the landlord is found to be in the right, the 
process can be further delayed if the tenant appeals the 
decision. To then remove a problem tenant who does not 
want to leave involves travelling to a court, paying for 
an order of possession, and paying for an official bailiff 
to pack up and remove the tenant’s belongings. The cost 
usually ranges between $1,000 and $6,000, according to 
the authorized court bailiffs for the island region.

B.C.’s Green party leader Andrew Weaver spoke on 
behalf of landlords while the amendment was being 
debated in the legislature. Landlords who commented 
on his website afterward predicted the change would 
negatively impact housing stock. 

“I am really concerned how many rentals will be 
taken off the market if the vacate clause is taken away, 
and can guarantee it will only make the vacancy rate 
worse where possible, and homelessness higher where 
the vacancy rate is already close to zero,” Paul Darquin 
wrote in response.

Salt Spring Community Services said with the recent 
nature of the legislation, it’s too soon to say whether 
local rental stock has been affected in this way. However, 
the general lack of housing is causing demonstrable 
distress in islanders. A report from United Way Greater 
Victoria released last week states that concerns about 
housing and homelessness were the top issue for people 
using its new bc211 call service in the Capital Region, 
including callers from Salt Spring and Pender islands.

Islands trust

Watershed compromise gets hashed out
Public hearing held 
Thursday

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

About 20 members of the 
public turned out to Meaden 
Hall Thursday afternoon to 
get more information and 
speak their thoughts on 
bylaws proposed to limit 
agricultural impacts in rural 
watershed zones.

Speakers from Salt Spring’s 
farming community ques-
tioned why agriculture has 
been singled out as a poten-
tial pollutant of island drink-
ing water, given the modest 
nature of local operations 
and the admitted lack of data. 

Members of the Salt Spring 
Water Preservation Society 
and other residents con-
cerned with water supply 
have meanwhile pointed out 
some discrepancies with cur-
rent zoning rules. They say 
setbacks from water bound-
aries that were in place before 
the Islands Trust was created 
were mistakenly not carried 
through into Salt Spring’s 
land use bylaw, and that the 
rural watershed zones actu-
ally have fewer restrictions 
related to water protection 
than the Agriculture 2 zone. 

The draft bylaws make 
changes to Salt Spring’s 
land use bylaw and official 

community plan. They are 
the result of a collaborative 
process between staff and 
community members repre-
senting water protection and 
farming. 

Jennifer McKee was at the 
hearing to represent herself 
and her brother. They are 
raising sheep on land that has 
been continuously used for 
that purpose since 1860.

“We are very vigourously 
opposed to the change in 
bylaw,” McKee said, stating 
the Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee appears to be 
gutting protections afford-
ed under legislation like the 
Right to Farm Act. Speak-
ing later on in the meeting, 
she added, “There’s no evi-
dence that raising animals 
on the scale that we’re raising 
them on Salt Spring” is caus-
ing nutrient loading or algal 
blooms.

Water protection advo-
cates also have issues with 
the bylaw as currently pre-
sented. They would have 
preferred at least double the 
15-metre setback now pro-
posed between farming uses 
and water boundaries. They 
would also like legislation 
that would prevent the farm-
ing of properties of less than 
one acre in watershed zones.

“Water people have already 
given up a lot,” said Wayne 
Hewitt. “We don’t really think 

15 metres is enough, but it’s a 
start and it’s better than the 
three-metre setback under 
Development Permit Area 4.”

Several of the people 
speaking at the public hear-
ing have interests in both 
farming and environmental 
protection, and raised con-
cern the LTC project appears 
to put those two interests 
in false opposition to each 
other.

Elizabeth White, secretary 
of the Salt Spring Agricultural 
Alliance, is a well-known cli-
mate activist. She said pro-
posed wording that would 
allow the LTC to regulate 
any agriculture that impacts 
the “natural environment” 
was extremely far-reaching 
and should have triggered 
wide public consultation as 
a significant change to Salt 
Spring’s OCP. 

Katsky Venter is part of the 
Salt Spring Watershed Protec-
tion Alliance technical work-
ing group and is also a mem-
ber of the Salt Spring Alliance 
executive. Speaking on behalf 
of that group, which com-
prises the Salt Spring Farm-
ers’ Institute, Island Natural 
Growers and the Salt Spring 
Farmland Trust, she said they 
would support the bylaw 
amendments only if the ref-
erences to “natural environ-
ment” and “agricultural pro-
duction” were removed.

“The Agricultural Alliance 
is supportive of the intent of 
the proposed changes to the 
OCP and LUB, and appreci-
ates the collaborative man-
ner in which the changes 
were developed,” Venter 
said in a statement provided 
to the Driftwood after the 
hearing. “We have however 
noted that the wording of 
the OCP change is so broad 
that it allows for the future 
prohibition of agriculture on 
non-ALR land anywhere on 
the island, and that the LUB 
change has been worded in 
a way that may introduce 
unintended consequences. 

“It is believed that neither 
of these two outcomes was 
intended. The LTC is now 
aware of these issues, and 
the Salt Spring Agricultural 
Alliance is hopeful that the 
wording will be corrected 
to ensure that the changes 
made are those which were 
intended for the protection 
of our drinking water qual-
ity.”

The bylaws will not impact 
areas over which the Trust 
has no jurisdiction: namely 
farming practices with the 
Agricultural Land Reserve 
and “grandfathered” uses, 
both of which are governed 
by provincial legislation. 
Further amendments are 
possible before the bylaws 
receive third reading. 

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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Water main flushing is planned as follows:
•  Fernwood System: February 12-16, 2018, between 

hours of 8am and 4pm
(areas likely influenced: Maycock Road, Howard Road, 
Langs Road, Fernwood Road, North Beach Road) 

•  Highland System: February 19-23, 2018, between 
hours of 8am and 4pm
(areas likely influenced: Fairway Drive, North End Road, 
Southbank Drive, Fairway Crescent, Le Page Road, 
Ensilwood Road, Whims Road, Maliview Road, Fer de 
Lance Road, Westcott Road, Walker’s Hook Road)

During the flushing, you may experience low water 
pressure and/or periods of discoloured water at your 
tap.  It is recommended to run your tap until the water 
clears. For inquires, please contact the Adam Hliva, 
Field Supervisor, Saanich Peninsula & Gulf Islands 
Operations Cell: 250.883.5602

Notice of 
Annual Water Main Flushing
Highland Fernwood Water System

Capital Regional District

Saturday, August 27, 2011 at 10 a.m.
Galiano Island Activity Centre
1290 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island, BC

Property Owners and Residents of the Sticks Allison 
Water Local  Service Area are Invited and Encouraged 
to Attend.

For information call Tim Tanton at 250.474.9611 or by 
email at ttanton@crd.bc.ca.

Notice of
Annual General Meeting
Sticks Allison Water Local 
Service Committee

nexgenhearing.com
Registered under the College of Speech 
and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

Book an appointment with us at 
778.353.3012 

Grace Point Square
1108–115 Fulford-Ganges Rd

WorkSafeBC and other Provincial WCB  
Networks, VAC, BCEA and NIHB accepted

Resolve to Hear Better in 2018.

NexGen Hearing ad to run in Driftwood 
in January until further notice.

Rothwell said at the very least, the restrictions 
will encourage landlords to be even more cau-
tious than before about who they are willing to 
rent to. 

“It’s a sledgehammer approach to a minuscule 
problem,” Rothwell added.

The Union of B.C. Municipalities released a new 
report on Feb. 1 that includes 32 recommenda-
tions related to the provincial housing crisis. A 
Home for Everyone: A Housing Strategy for British 
Columbians was released Thursday and calls for 
policy shifts in four main streams. 

UBCM’s strategy supports the provincial goal 
of constructing 114,000 new units over 10 years; 
recommends actions to mitigate the impact of 
foreign and domestic speculation; and suggests 
policies to prevent homelessness. The fourth 
major policy shift calls for stronger working rela-
tionships between governments to facilitate the 
other changes.
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Keep on
rolling
W

hen Island Path-
ways was first 
formed 30 years 
ago, it seemed 

almost radical to encourage 
cycling on Salt Spring Island. 

Even with far less vehicle traffi c than exists on the 
island today, the lack of dedicated cycling space or 
infrastructure made getting around on a bike risky 
business. 

Island Pathways founders knew that building the 
infrastructure was key to making cycling possible 
for more residents and visitors, and improving safe 
travel for people outside of vehicles has always been 
the focus. 

On the cycling side, Island Pathways has spear-
headed a program that has seen hundreds of elemen-
tary school students get bike helmets at a discount 
and learn how to wear them properly. The group 

has held bike-safety rode-
os at schools in partner-
ship with the RCMP, cre-
ated an attractive heritage 
map with cycling routes 
highlighted, initiated Bike 
to Work Week, installed 36 
bike racks and much more. 
It ensured Salt Spring’s fi rst 
dedicated cycling lane was 

opened in 2000 next to Portlock Park, and hosted a 
rural cycling conference called Velo Village in 2012.

Perhaps more visibly in recent years, Island Path-
ways has been the lead agency in Partners Creat-
ing Pathways, which has given the community 
the Ganges Pathway Network. Beginning with an 
off-road trail on Lower Ganges Road near Brink-
worthy Place, the network has since burgeoned. It 
includes extensions down Lower Ganges Road to 
Booth Canal Road, up Upper Ganges, Rainbow and 
Atkins roads. One of the best facets of the network 
is that very little of the funding needed to build it 
has come from local taxpayers. Island Pathways 
seems to have the magic touch when it comes to 
getting grants and leveraging both cooperation and 
funds from other agencies. As well, use of volunteer 
expertise and labour has minimized costs.  

Islanders have gotten a great deal thanks to the 
skills, enthusiasm and community spirit of Island 
Pathways members. 

The group will mark its 30th anniversary at an 
annual general meeting this Sunday afternoon. 
May Island Pathways continue to fi nd ways to keep 
improving island life for another 30 years. 

Eco-restoration is good business
Some people think that environmental regulations are a costly 

nuisance. I don’t expect to change minds, but I read an article last 
week that’s worth thinking about. Its authors are economists and 
its subject is what happens to money spent restoring nature when 
laws say you must.

Let me build a small launching pad fi rst.
We spend money on things we think are worth the price. 

Individually, we buy vibrating toothbrushes, cars or cell phones 
because we think a tangible good comes from the dollars spent. 
We decide as a political community to buy things like armed 
forces, national parks and health care for the same reason. You or 
I might not agree, but the majority does.

Modern laws sometimes require that public agencies like high-
way builders, or private fi rms leasing minerals or gas fi elds from 
federal agencies, spend money to restore environments when 
damage can’t be prevented. Other times the damage was done 
before there were such laws; after the fact, agencies get appro-
priations to clean things up. That is the money the economists 
tracked in a 2015 online journal (Search for “PLoSONE 10(6) e 
0128339”). They asked simple questions: Does restoration money 
create as many jobs, per $1 million spent, as any other expendi-
ture such as money spent to fi x a leaky offi ce building roof, or that 
a petroleum company spends on a gas pipeline?

The authors used data from 199 restoration fi rms. In 2014 they 
employed 126,000 people, handled $9.5 billion in contracts, and 
stimulated spin-off activity employing 95,000 more people and 
spending another $15 billion.

As far as size is concerned, the “restoration economy” isn’t even 
big enough to be called small. (Walmart alone employs over 2.3 

million people in the U.S. During a noon-hour walk in any North 
American city, one out of every 140 people you jostle will be a 
Walmart employee.) However, when the economists compared a 
$1-million expenditure on restoration with a similar expenditure 
on school construction, crop growing or expanded oil fi eld drill-
ing, the eco-dollar was as good as any. Dependable, too; 103 out 
of the 199 businesses studied had been around for 20 years or 
more.

Interestingly, restoration contracts seemed nonpolitical. The 
top volume states were a mix of red and blue: California, Virginia, 
Texas and North Carolina. The authors noted that although they 
looked at fi rms working under government contract, there is also 
an important eco-restoration effort in the NGO sector, fi nanced 
with money from individual donors, private foundations or coali-
tions joining private and agency funders.

In other words, some folks think repairing environmental dam-
age is worth doing even if they have to open their own wallets. 
And when they do, those dollars do their work in local economies 
just as well as any others.

A century of economic growth has left us with an enormous 
debt in the form of damaged streams, oceans, forests, farmlands, 
etc. Restoration will be big business!

Maybe the best part of it is that because so many individual res-
toration jobs are small and so many need creative solutions, not 
standard cookie-cutter recipes, small local fi rms may get a good 
share of the business.

The writer is a retired university professor and an author on Salt 
Spring Island.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Bob Weeden

THE ISSUE:
Island Pathways
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Island benefi ts 
from group’s 
activities
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Do you like the national 
anthem wording change?
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JEANNINE MUNN
I haven’t made any! I’ll prob-
ably make a nice dinner.

ROB LYNCH
No plans, I’m a single man. 
I’m going to stay warm and 
eat unhealthy food.

FRANK HUETHER
To buy fl owers for my wife.

SUSAN COGAN
I’m going to Victoria to visit 
my friend and celebrate 
her granddaughter’s 2nd 
birthday.

BOB OUDENAARDEN
To be home with my wife and 
have a nice peaceful time 
together.

SALT SPRING 
SAYS
We asked: What 
are your plans for 
Valentine’s Day this 
year?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

ISLAND VOICES QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “We can’t allow the car to run our towns 
and how we design them.” 

PETER GROVE, SALT SPRING TRUSTEE, ON THE EL LOCO TACO PERMIT

Bike park 
pushed 
through 

I am ever so disappointed 
to discover that PARC is pro-
ceeding with placing a “bike 
park” in the area between 
ArtSpring and Mouat’s park-
ing area’s green space.

Months ago, upon learn-
ing of this proposal in the 
Driftwood, I presented a 
hastily garnered petition 
outlining why this location 
was unsuitable for further 
human infringement. I was 
told this plan was merely “a 
discussion” and that no bud-
geting meetings or logistics 
had even been considered. I 
was assured I would be kept 
“in the loop” and informed 
when public input would be 

welcomed in a formal meet-
ing so that opposing views 
could be put forward. This 
did not happen. 

Now sur veyors have 
already marked the trees to 
be felled; axemen are literally 
in place; work will soon pro-
ceed; it is a done deal.

Shame on you, PARC. 
Bike riders are not the only 
ones whose voices should 
have been considered. I 
am not against your plan: I 
am against where this bike 
course is and how it has been 
foisted upon us. Your actions 
were neither fair nor demo-
cratic. I waited for your call  
and it never came. 

What is to become of the 
trees that are to be cut down? 
Shouldn’t they be left on the 
ground to return to nature? 
MARIANNE HOBBS,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

Schedule 
joint CRD/
LTC meetings

The Positively Forward 
group is seeking solutions 
to  some of  the  gover-
nance issues that island-
ers raised repeatedly dur-
ing the referendum on 
incorporation. 

We  h e a r d  a  s t r o n g 
desire for more partici-
patory democracy, coor-
d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  o u r 
e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a n d 
g re a t e r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
from them. Both the CRD 
and Islands Trust are now 
seeking public feedback 
on their  2018 budgets. 
One would think, then, 
that a public information 
meeting to discuss those 

upcoming budgets would 
be a positive first step in 
addressing islanders’ gov-
ernance concerns, espe-
cially since there is a clear 
historical precedent for 
such an initiative. 

W h y  d o  o u r  e l e c t e d 
officials disagree? 

Positively Forward has 
proposed that they sched-
ule a joint public presen-
tation of  their  respec-
tive budgets for the year 
ahead. We further sug-
gested that each represen-
tative take the opportuni-
ty to give a brief summary 
identifying key budgetary 
pr ior it ies,  fol lowed by 
questions and comments 
from the public. Such a 
meeting would demon-
strate the expressed intent 
of the CRD and the LTC 
to work together on mat-

ters of shared community 
interest. 

To date, however, our 
e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e 
shown no willingness to 
hold such a meeting. They 
replied that there is ample 
opportunity for islanders 
to get budget informa-
tion from CRD and Trust 
websites and by attending 
individual  commission 
meetings on Salt Spring, 
as well as the Electoral 
Area Services Committee 
and CRD Board meetings 
held in Victoria. 

We respectfully say that 
effective public engage-
ment involves more than 
one-way online respons-
es, or an invitation to trav-
el repeatedly to Victoria. 
The lack of opportunity 
on Salt Spring for public 
input into the CRD budget 

for the island (including 
gas tax funding and the 
CRD director’s operating 
and grant-in-aid budgets) 
was frequently raised as a 
concern during the incor-
poration debate. 

T h e  p r e c e d e n t  f o r 
annual CRD public bud-
get meetings was estab-
lished here 16 years ago 
in 2002 and continued 
i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  j o i n t 
meetings with the Trust 
during the 2005-2008 
period. In the interests 
of transparency, public 
participation and rea-
soned dialogue,  Posi-
tively Forward says let’s 
renew the practice.
DONALD MCLENNAN,
O N  B E H A L F  O F  P O S I T I V E L Y 
F O R W A R D

MORE LETTERS  continued on 8

Outlasting a Camry?
“As old as this Camry is, it’ll last longer 

than you will.”
Wow! I was 75 back then and my Camry was 22. 

AGING with GRACE: Outlasting a Camry

by 
HELEN HINCHLIFF

In car years, 
I’m guessing 
that’s a lot 
older  than 

75, but who knows? Google 
wondered whether I meant 
“cat years.” I’m game, so I let 
myself get sidetracked into 
researching cat years. If my 
car were a cat it had celebrated 
its 92nd birthday three years 
before that conversation took 
place. 

Back to car years: the State 
of Maryland classifies a car 
as “antique” when it’s only 
20. But my mechanic didn’t 
think I was driving an antique. 
“This car is in great shape,” he 
opined, “and it’ll keep going 
for at least 300,000 miles. All 
you have is 158,000 km. If I 
were you, I’d keep it.” 

I followed his advice for 
three whole years. But last 
week I bought myself a 78th 
birthday present: a 2014 Nis-

san Leaf with a heated steer-
ing wheel (which my arthritic 
hands appreciate) and a back-
up camera (which might have 
prevented me from knock-
ing into a post some months 
past). But most newer cars have 
these features; I bought a Leaf 
because I wanted to do my part 
in addressing climate change. 

Apparently, most older peo-
ple care less about climate 
change than younger people 
do. A Pew Research study of 
Americans in 2015 found that 
52 per cent of 18-29 year-olds 
are concerned about climate 
change, but only 38 per cent of 
50+ year-olds care very much. 
Of course, Canadians say they 
care a lot more than that. 
According to a 2017 national 
survey conducted by Environ-
ics Research Group, 74 per cent 
of Canadians believe renew-
able energy should power our 
future, with 70 per cent of mil-

lennials saying we should do 
more to bring that about. But 
when asked if they’re willing to 
do “a lot more about it,” only 33 
per cent of millennials said yes. 
But then only 20 per cent or 
fewer of the rest of us said we’re 
willing to go that far. 

Let me say here and now that 
I believe we should do a whole 
lot more to address climate 
change and so do quite a few 
other people on this island. On 
June 19, 2017, the CBC report-
ed that Salt Spring Island had 
claimed for itself the title of 
“electric car capital of Cana-
da.” We had 111 EVs back then. 
Seven months later, we have 
142 and that’s counting only 
the ones belonging to people 
who have notifi ed Jim Standen, 
Salt Spring’s “self-proclaimed 
EV car registrar.” That’s 31 cars 
bought since last June. By my 
reckoning, that’s a teensy bit 
more than one per week.  

So how did Salt Spring get 
to be the electric car capital of 
Canada? Jim tells me that if we 
were buying EVs at the same 

rate as the rest of the coun-
try, we’d only have about 10. 
Tom Mitchell, another EV car 
enthusiast, gave me another 
mind-blowing statistic: on a 
per capita basis, we have more 
electric cars than the State of 
California. Last November, the 
cleantechnica.com website 
announced that California has 
6.65 electric cars for every 1,000 
residents. Assuming we have 
10,000 residents, then we have 
14.2 EVs for every 1,000 resi-
dents, more than twice as many 
as California. And since Cali-
fornia beats out all other states, 
I hereby proclaim Salt Spring 
Island as the electric car capital 
of North America.

Each of us is doing our part 
to address climate change. 
According to Jim’s fi gures, 142 
electric cars reduce CO2s by 
531 tonnes per year and reduce 
gasoline usage by over 162 
thousand litres per year. Most 
EV owners I know are older 
than millennials, and I think we 
old folks are doing “a whole lot” 
to address climate change.

Speaking of older folks, I set 
my alarm early last Tuesday so 
I could get over to the big island 
by 9 a.m., pick out the pretti-
est car on the lot, test drive it 
around town (easy peasy, by 
the way), and then do a bit of 
shopping while they charged it 
up for me. I was back home on 
the 1 p.m. ferry, just in time for 
a meeting of the Gulf Islands 
Seniors Residence Associa-
tion. Meetings can be a bore 
but this one was thrilling. Most 
of the time was devoted to a 
special presentation of plans 
for Meadowla ne, the sup-
portive living residence being 
planned for Kings Lane. I don’t 
have space to do more than 
announce its goal of being net 
zero in energy use, the fi rst new 
multi-purpose building in Can-
ada to produce its own energy. 

Besides EVs, Salt Spring has 
a high density of old folks. My 
mechanic says a Camry will last 
longer than you will, so you’d 
better sign up soon for Mead-
owlane. You might be 16th on a 
list of only 36 suites. 
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Seniors Program 

SENIORS WELLNESS OFFICE,

129 Hereford Ave.
CALL 250-537-4607 FOR MORE INFO
Open 10am - 2pm Monday to Thursday

Shellyse Szakacs, Coordinator   sszakacs@ssics.ca

Volunteer applications open for 
SENIORS COMPANION TRAINING: 

12 Week Skills Development Intensive.
Learn how to provide mindful support and 

gain a deeper understanding of the 
adjustments, losses and challenges people 

may face as part of aging. 
Training begins April.  

Who wouldn’t want to help these 
happy folks keep their community 
centre alive and well? 

You can be part of the volunteer 
management of the Salt Spring Seniors 
Services Society. Some long-time 
members at the Seniors Centre are ready 
to go fishin’/ take that long-awaited 
cruise. They would love it if you could 
step in and fill some board positions at 
the April AGM. 

With all the experienced help already on 
board, the centre is in good hands day to 
day. We need someone to chair the short 

monthly meetings, another to liaise with 
senior-related organizations on island, 
someone to take the minutes and keep the 
list of members.  

If building maintenance is your thing, we 
already have two willing volunteers who just 
need their coffee cups filled and the list of 
to-dos checked off.  

It’s your turn to lend a hand, exercise those 
“good idea” muscles and find new friends at 
Seniors, 379 Lower Ganges Rd.

Come talk to our friendly front-end people 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Monday to Friday 
or leave a message at 250-537-4604.

Lois and Bente 
share their ‘me-time’ 
over a fine glass 
of wine.

Life is 
divine
here.

Ask our residents:

Independent and assisted 
living choices for today’s senior

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
by THE TIDMAN GROUP

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney  l  250.656.8827  l  www.welcometopeninsula.ca

Shot on location at Peninsula at Norgarden

Seniors Centre folks have ‘gone fi shin’’
FOCUS ON SENIORSSALT 

SPRING
TO ADVERTISE IN THIS POPULAR 

MONTHLY FEATURE CONTACT 250-537-9933

Roses
A beautiful, belated bouquet of 120 red roses 

to the anonymous donor who contributed to the 
Christmas sponsorship program at Family Place. 
Thank you for your heartfelt generosity!  

I had an accident and ended up in the Lady 
Minto Hospital emergency department. Dozens 
of roses to my neighbours Anna and Gary McColm 
for all their help that evening and all of Monday 
at the Duncan hospital; the emergency staff at 
Lady Minto (nurse Emily, X-ray tech Aaron and 
Dr. Dan Kalf ) for their prompt assistance; and to 
Duncan hospital’s pre-op nurse Cheryl, post-op 
nurse William and Dr. Austin for their wonderful 
care. Heather

A truckful of roses to Pat Fraser for running 
errands and delivering for me. Thank you so 
much. Heather 

A heart full of roses to all the men and com-
munity members who made Removing the Mask: 
Rethinking the Culture of Masculinity such a 
success. Special thanks to business contributors, 
Karen Jesson, David Norget, Tiffany Wightman, 
SWOVA and Jenny Redath. You are all amazing! 

Roses to Joanne at Salt Spring Books for taking 
the time to find out who had left an expensive 
package of probiotics at the store and for ensuring 
their safekeeping by taking them to Natureworks 
for refrigeration. Thank you so much. Gwyneth 
Roberts 

Laramie Project 
helps
combat 
homophobia

I had the opportunity to 
view a rehearsal of the read-
ing of The Laramie Project: 
Ten Years Later.

I was moved deeply listen-
ing to the story about the 
murder of a young gay man 
and how homophobia was, 
and still is, prevalent in our 
society.  I  am encouraging 
folks to go and see this pre-

sentation on Saturday, Feb. 
17 at ArtSpring at 7:30 p.m. 
not only for the story but to 
see members of our commu-
nity diving into their roles of 
those who lived through this 
tragedy. 

I  a m  w a r m e d  t o  k n ow 
that this story has inspired 
grassroots efforts to combat 
homophobia, yet, sadly, the 
problem still exists through-
out the world.
Robbyn Scott,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Rants and RosesMOre letters 
continued from 7

Send your letters to 
the editor to news@
gulfislandsdriftwood.
com.
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Authorities should promote rainwater harvesting 
By Rhonan heitzmann

Legalizing the long-term use of suites and 
cottages is an important move to ease the 
affordable housing crisis on Salt Spring and 
deserves maximum support from the commu-
nity and government agencies. 

It serves a dual purpose of creating more 
affordable rental units and allows property 
owners to create or use a dwelling that can help 
them with their mortgage, thus increasing the 
odds of working-class families being able to 
own a home. These will be private efforts and 
so do not depend on large projects to be funded 
or approved. 

For those who do wish to create a new space, 
there are often considerable challenges to be 
able to afford to or be permitted to go ahead. 
It is incumbent on our elected representatives 
and government bodies to do everything in 
their power to reduce hurdles and increase 
the opportunities for the creation of smaller 
homes, affordable to our working-class and 
low-income residents.

Having enough water is an essential part of 
any potential dwelling and we must allow for 
flexible, creative options to prove an adequate 
supply. It is essential to protect ground water 
from overuse in areas where there is a known 
risk or even a suspected risk, but efforts to pro-
tect it should be worded specifically to protect 
the at-risk resource while still allowing for the 
creation of secondary dwellings if an alterna-
tive source can be proven. Simply forbidding 
secondary dwellings in areas where there are 
ground water problems inhibits creative solu-
tions to create an adequate water supply. 

It would suffice to insist that secondary 
dwellings in risky areas prove water supply 
other than groundwater. The same logic could 
be applied to areas where there is insuffi-
cient surface water to supply the demands of 
a community-operated water system. New 

connections must prove a via-
ble source of water other than 
community-supplied surface 
water.

We are fortunate to live in an ecosystem 
where a predictable and abundant annual 
rainfall allows for the capture, storage and use 
of rainwater. This is a viable alternative source 
of water anywhere on Salt Spring, but it is not 
without its challenges. 

One challenge is to determine how much 
water a small family or adult person reasonably 
needs on an average daily basis and to provide 
enough storage to capture that needed volume 
for our regular three-month summer drought. 
In my business we often use a simple estimate 
of 100 U.S. gallons per day for a small family (i.e. 
two adults, two young children) or 50 U.S. gal-
lons per adult person. I have seen by experience 
that that is a fair estimate, dependent of course 
on the habits and awareness of the said family. 
I have seen a single person make 500 gallons 
last a month or more, so this estimated aver-
age is totally adequate if simple water saving 
measures are followed. Recycling grey water 
for toilets and irrigation is a great complement. 
Composting toilets ought to be considered as 
well.

A small suite or cottage providing housing for 
a small family should reasonably need to store 
9,000 U.S. gallons to get through our common 
summer season. This could most efficiently be 
stored in three 3,000 U.S. gallon storage tanks. 
This brings me to discuss the next challenge of 
cost, and this is where our government bodies 
must exercise vision, flexibility, leadership and 
cooperation to reduce costs associated with 
rainwater harvesting on Salt Spring.

The B.C. Building Code regulation to require 
all storage tanks over four-feet tall to be secured 
to a geo-engineered platform nearly doubles 
the cost of that storage. In reality, there are 

hundreds of such storage tanks on 
Salt Spring and most are placed on 
well- compacted gravel on hardpan 
in an area where there is no risk of 

shifting to roll down a slope, damaging property 
in the event of an earthquake. I had read that a 
cylinder that is three times taller than its base 
is at such risk. The above-mentioned tanks are 
eight feet tall x 8.5 feet in diameter, less than a 
1:1 ratio, thus well under the risk of toppling. 

I believe that a policy should be initiated by 
the LTC and the CRD director to insist that the 
local building department approve a common 
alternative solution, such as a well-compacted 
base in low-risk locations, except in cases where 
the terrain of the proposed site is sloped above 
neighbouring property. Without spending a 
penny on incentives, adequate storage could 
be supplied with a cost savings of 40 per cent 
or more.

Rainwater harvesting is used all over the 
world, but in the CRD in order to use it in 
a house, the system must be designed and 
approved by an engineer. There are a number 
of elements required to make a system safe, 
but these elements are common, easily iden-
tified and repeatable. I believe the LTC and 
the CRD director should initiate a policy of 
having an engineer design a common system 
with variables identified. The design, installa-
tion and maintenance information should be 
documented and made public. A course could 
be provided to certified plumbers and ARCSA 
certified installers, who should be allowed to 
install such systems without the added cost of 
an engineer in every case. The building inspec-
tors should know how to identify and approve 
the necessary elements. This policy would also 
aid in further reducing the cost of using rain-
water as a viable source. with very little public 
expense, as well as promoting the option to all 
building owners. Similar policy could aid the 

use of light grey-water recycling as well.
Not only can the above actions aid signifi-

cantly the economic viability of rainwater har-
vesting as a solution for suites and cottages in 
areas where traditional water supply is at risk, 
but it will help larger-scale affordable-housing 
projects create an adequate water supply as 
well. A further benefit from such policies is to 
promote the common installation in all exist-
ing buildings for outdoor non-household use, 
which would ease demand on ground water 
and surface water in the improvement dis-
tricts. If 100 buildings in the North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District area each stored one tank 
worth of water, that would save 300,000 U.S. 
gallons (or more in the event of summer rains). 
Perhaps they could then be encouraged to 
be flexible with their moratorium policy and 
endeavour to supply some water to affordable 
housing projects in their district in conjunc-
tion with the projects’ own rainwater harvest-
ing efforts.

I call on our elected officials and public 
servants to do what is necessary to cooperate 
in order to allow rainwater harvesting to be an 
economically viable, efficient and common 
source of water for our community. Please 
work together to enact these and other helpful 
policies and to work to support a spectrum of 
affordable housing solutions that will increase 
the percentage of smaller affordable homes 
in our overall housing stock so that our com-
munity will always be able to sustain young 
working-class families, artists, seniors on fixed 
income and others in low-income situations 
as part of our vibrant, healthy community. 

This situation is at a crisis stage. Bold and 
decisive action must now occur!

The writer is a Salt Spring resident who sent 
the above to the Salt Spring Local Trust Commit-
tee and local CRD director Wayne McIntyre. 

Kipp Nash shares life’s ‘wow’ factor with islanders 
By KiPP naSh 

“Wow” always seems to 
pop up at the most unexpect-
ed times. 

It is perhaps one of the 
most under-defined and 
multi-meaning words of all. 
When witnessing the birth of 
my first-born son, Kai, from 
behind the security of our 
home video camera, the only 
word that captured my inner 
most primal feelings of love 
and awe, you guessed it, was 
“Wow” — and it goes deeper 
than that.

I actually thought, “Oh no, 
he’s being born inside out 
without a face.” But I was 
just looking at the back of his 
head with an umbilical cord 
wrapped around his neck, 
but still all I could mutter in 
disbelief was “wow.”

You may be able to relate to 
the “wow” factor in your life 
when you see some beauti-
ful architecture or an amaz-
ing natural spectacle like a 
majestic tree or waterfall or 
witnessing a child trying or 
mastering a skill. 

So when in less than 48 
hours after my first brain 
surgery the community 
had raised enough money 
to support my family in the 
months ahead, the sense of 
relief was so staggering that 
all I could mutter was “wow.” 
Wow is generally a positive 
indication of proof of what 
one didn’t know was possi-

ble, and not only exists, but is 
beautiful. I can totally relate 
to this phenomenon.

I didn’t even know how 
to tell my mother, let alone 
my community, that I had a 
brain tumour, but they both 
pretty much acted the exact 
same way, with love, support, 
kindness, generosity, cour-
age, strength and resilience. 

I have found this commu-
nity has an amazing heart. If 
we could just agree on one 
thing, then we could really 
build a community for all of 
us. That is why Salt Spring, 
with its generous donations 
and support, has unwit-
tingly hired me for the cam-
paign of Bike Salt Spring!

When lying in my hospital 
bed unable to sleep because 
of the overwhelming feeling 
of sadness and loss and ulti-
mately gratitude for what I 
still have, I had an epiphany. 
How could I pay back Salt 
Spring? So I invite you to join 
me on my birthday, July 3, 
2018 at 9 a.m. at Blackburn 
Road to bike the south and 
north end loops on the island 
to bring awareness to the 
roads we trust our lives on. 

Are they adequate? Are 
they safe for kids or adults to 
bike on? So please join me on 
my birthday so we can cel-
ebrate the community with 
such a big heart in a way that 
gives back to the security I 
feel as a member of it.

In only one short week, 
also the longest week of 
my life, I will be undergo-
ing a third brain surgery to 
remove the tumour growing 
in and around my pituitary 
gland. It is called a pituitary 
adenoma. It’s about the size 
of a kiwi and it’s giving me a 
feeling like having my pupils 
dilated and a hangover at 
the same time. One in five 
people have one of these but 
they are too slow growing to 
present symptoms. Seventy 
per cent of those affect the 
base hormone centre of the 
pituitary gland itself and 
have really weird side effects, 
like increased weight gain 
and enlarged hands and 
feet, to name a few. Those 
can be treated with medica-
tions because they are com-
municating with the body 
itself. This is not what I have. 

I have a non-functioning 
tumour that is just grow-
ing willy nilly and has to be 
removed surgically in a pro-
cedure called a craniotomy. 
You don’t have to be a doctor 
to decipher that procedure. 
It has a 95 per cent chance 
of working. The other five 
per cent are the challenges 
associated with complicated 
brain surgery, like a stroke, 
an aneurism, meningitis, 
brain damage and death.

After the four to five-hour 
procedure I will feel like I 
was used as a rocket ship 

launch pad for 48 hours, 
and then I will start living 
life backwards, starting as 
a 90-year-old with balance 
issues. As the weeks tick by 
I will improve by a decade 
each week and after a month 
my wife will probably have 
left me with a half dozen 
eggs, a milking cow and 
maybe a note with some-
thing positive like “It’s been 
swell,” or “Almost made it” 
or “AMFYOYO” (Adios My 
Friend You’re on Your Own), 

but I won’t have a headache 
so that’s something to look 
forward to. Then a couple of 
months after that I will bike 
around Salt Spring and invite 
the community to join me to 
raise awareness and money 
for our community’s future.

Thank you, Salt Spring, for 
raising my awareness of the 
strength of this community. 
It means so much to my fam-
ily. Kai, Kumi and Kobe are all 
learning so much from you 
all. Kate and I are able to face 

this together because of the 
generosity and spirit of this 
island. You are all an island 
of super-heroes to us. I owe 
you all such a great amount 
of love that I know you will 
find returned to you through 
the karma of your generosity.

I will see you at Blackburn 
Road on July 3 at 9 a.m. Bring 
water.

The writer is a Salt Spring 
resident and gymnastics 
coach.
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arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment

Opening: Sarah Osborne

Lennie
Gallant

Best sound on the Island

www.saltspringfolkclub.com

Monday February 26
Fulford Hall
Door opens 6:15 (Pass holders 6:00)    
Show starts 7:00

Tickets $25
available in advance at:

Salt Spring Books
Catering by Haidee Hart

I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism

PH: 250-800-1460
website: www.dmarchitect.ca

approved

Prize-winning string quartet has ArtSpring performance
Raffl  e fundraiser also kicks off  

The Canadian ensemble Rolston String 
Quartet will show why they are attracting 
attention on the international stage dur-
ing an ArtSpring performance on Tuesday, 
Feb. 20.  

First-prize winner of the prestigious 
2016 Banff International String Quartet 
Competition, the Rolston String Quar-
tet was formed in the summer of 2013 at 

the Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity’s 
Chamber Music Residency. They take their 
name after the Canadian violinist Thomas 
Rolston, founder and long-time director 
of the centre’s music and sound programs. 
They were the only ensemble to be fea-
tured on CBC’s 2016 list of hot Canadian 
classical musicians under 30.

The Rolston String Quartet has also won 
fi rst prize at the 31st Chamber Music Yel-
low Springs Competition, third prize at the 
inaugural M-Prize Competition and the 

Durosoir Prize at the 2016 Bordeaux Inter-
national String Quartet Competition.

Quartet members are Luri Lee, violin, Jef-
frey Dyrda, violin, Hezekiah Leung, viola, 
and Jonathan Lo, cello. Their ArtSpring 
program will include Beethoven’s String 
Quartet No. 3 in D Major, R. Murray Scha-
fer’s String Quartet No. 2 (Waves), and 
Robert Schumann’s String Quartet No. 3 in 
A Major.

The show starts at 7:30 p.m. with bar 
sales open at 6:30.

Tuesday’s concert will also provide an 
opportunity to buy tickets for ArtSpring’s A 
Cultural Affair Raffl e, which offi cially kicks 
off this Sunday at the Jan Lisiecki piano 
concert. The winner will receive a three-
day all-expense-paid trip to Vancouver 
for a spectacular arts and culture extrava-
ganza that starts on May 31 and is valued 
at nearly $5,000.

Only 300 tickets will be sold, with sales 
ending April 14. See the Fundraisers page 
at artspring.ca for more details. 

MUSIC 

Musicians wanted for beginning band
Adults and teens of 
all levels welcome

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

People who have not picked up a 
flute or saxophone since high school 
band days and those who have 
never played an instrument before 
are equally welcome to join a begin-
ner level band that starts meeting 
Wednesdays in March.

Salt Spring Concert Band director 
Keith Ollerenshaw is reviving a tradi-
tion that existed on and off through 
the Bandemonium umbrella. While 
the concert band has a more expe-
rienced roster of players, beginner 
band is for islanders who aspire to get 
to that level or who just want to learn 
music in a fun and supportive setting.

The beginner band has traditionally 
acted as a feeder for the parent orga-
nization, so restarting the program is 
set to fill a variety of needs. 

“I’ve been hearing there are a lot 
of people moving here who want to 
play music but the concert band is too 
challenging,” Ollerenshaw explained. 
“People might find they’re doing bet-
ter than they thought and move up.”

Concert band instruments centre 

on the woodwind, brass and percus-
sion classes — for the latter think 
marimba and xylophone rather than 
drum kit. During the first meeting on 
March 7, Ollerenshaw and friends will 
give demonstrations of all the differ-
ent possibilities so participants get an 
idea of what they might like to play. 

“I think a lot of folks here went to 
school and were in band and that will 
help a lot,” Ollerenshaw said. “We’re 
encouraging those who are retired to 
pick it up again and come play.”

Total newcomers are just as much 
appreciated. That extends to high 
school kids, again either armed with 
experience or not. 

“If someone wants to learn an 
instrument and has no experience 
they are welcome. If someone played 
20 years ago and not since they are 
welcome. If someone is not sure 
where they fit between concert band 

and beginner band they are welcome. 
It’s very inclusive and it is for every-
one,” Ollerenshaw said. 

Those people who still have their 
high school trumpet in the closet and 
want to get back to it are welcome to 
bring those instruments along. For 
those who don’t have an instrument, 
the band has access to a leasing pro-
gram. 

“If you thought something was a 
good idea and you decide later on to 
try something else or to switch, you 
can do that,” Ollerenshaw said. “Folks 
will have preferences, obviously, and I 
want to honour that preference.”

Practices will take place at the Salt 
Spring Middle School music room 
every Wednesday starting at 7 p.m. A 
small fee covers a year of participa-
tion.

Ollerenshaw will be focusing on 
traditional concert band material 
such as marches and favourite movie 
soundtracks, with books to sort out 
the rudimentary lessons. Additional 
lessons are available for those who 
need them. 

Interested parties can show up at 
SIMS on the night of March 7 or con-
tact Ollerenshaw for more informa-
tion at 778-838-8405 or keith.olleren-
shaw@gmail.com. 

“It’s very inclusive and it is 
for everyone.” 
KEITH OLLERENSHAW
Salt Spring Concert Band director

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

ART ROCK: E.s.l. band members Tess Kitchen on trumpet and Diona Davies on violin 
perform during a Family Day concert held at Mahon Hall on Monday afternoon. 

CONCERTS

WORKSHOPS

Mural techniques on tap
SSAC March workshop series 
aimed at youth

Salt Spring teens can get creative 
with a free mural painting workshop 
running on four Fridays in March. 

Supported by a grant from the Salt 
Spring Foundation of Youth, the series 
is led by instructor Cam Novak, who 
will guide participants in a communal 
dialogue to establish what the mural 
will be about and show them tech-
niques to bring their vision to life.

The March 2 to 23 workshop at 
Mahon Hall is for youth aged 13 to 19. 

“My creative process and art mak-

ing has always been a powerful tool 
for me to connect with my emotions, 
subconscious thoughts and ques-
tions about who I am and what I’m 
doing with my life,” said Novak, who 
is himself a young artist. “It helps me 
understand and feed into the magic 
that I believe, see and feel every day. 
I believe that creating art is one of the 
healthiest ways to manage and under-
stand emotions and I’m passionate 
about sharing the tools I’ve used to 
self  heal  to encourage more self-
empowerment and in turn a healthier 
community.”

Pre-registration is required through 
www.ssartscouncil.com. 
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TUES FEB 20
7:30 pm | bar 6:30 pm 
Adults $30 | Youth $5 

proudly sponsored by Joan Farlinger & 
Mouat's Clothing Co.

www.artspring.ca
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www.prepareyourself.ca

    WINTER     
    STORMS 

   Can be deceptive killers

What does 
POD mean?
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www.prepareyourself.ca

https://www.crd.bc.ca/prepare-
yourself/get-prepared

Disasters cannot be prevented, and if something 
happens in your community, it may take emergency 
workers some time to reach you. You should be 
prepared to take care of yourself and your family for 
at least seven days.

Check out the 3 steps you need to take:  
1.  Know the Risks  2.  Make a Plan  3.  Get a Kit

Before an 
Emergency

EMERGENCY CARE:  
Portrait of an 

ESS Volunteer

�  Good Listener
�  Cares about people
�  Problem Solver

If this is you, please join us to claim your 
training. We need you to be a Reception Centre 
Volunteer. Call Elizabeth Zook 250-537-1220 or 
email ssiessd@crd.bc.ca.

www.prepareyourself.ca
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�  Team Player
�  Loves to Learn
�  Can take direction

The National Weather Service (NWS) refers to 
winters storms as “deceptive killers” because 

most deaths are indirectly related to these storms.
•  vehicle accidents caused by ice and snow
•  carbon monoxide poisoning caused by portable 

generators in the house or too close to the house 
(they should be at least 20 feet away from doors, 
windows and vents)

•  heart attacks from over exerting in clearing snow
•  hypothermia from exposure to extreme cold

The program’s main goal is to connect neighbours to neighbours 
specifi cally for emergency preparedness, mitigation and response.  

There are currently 54 PODs with over 350 leaders identifi ed on Salt 
Spring Island.  If you would like to be a part of the POD program or fi nd 
out more information please contact Laurel Hanley at ssidepc@crd.
bc.ca or leave a message at 250 537-1220.

http://www.crd.bc.ca/service/fi re-burning/
salt-spring-island-fi re-and-emergency-services

BE PREPARED:
https://www.ready.gov/
winter-weather

POD refers to a Neighbourhood Emergency Response 
program on Salt Spring Island.  

www.prepare
yourself.ca

size change for feb 14 only. revert 
to 3x4 below for following week

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

EXHIBItIons

Curator illuminates ‘forgotten’ women 
Exhibit and interactive 
art events at library

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Curator-in-residence Regan 
Shrumm is spending the month 
of February expanding opportu-
nities to hear women’s voices in 
art, bringing Salt Spring’s “For-
gotten Females” back to a local 
audience at the Salt Spring Public 
Library.

An opening reception held Sat-
urday saw a good turn-out from 
islanders who got to hear about 
Shrumm’s residency project, 
which is focused on the historic 
female front-runners to the mod-
ern island art scene that began in 
the 1960s. As the month progress-
es, two more Saturday events will 
focus on finding other platforms 
for making hidden voices heard.

Shrumm is a Victoria-based 
curator who was accepted into 
the Salt Spring Arts Council’s 
artist-in-residency program. 
She started her project hoping 
to share the art and stories of 
four island women and to record 
the oral histories of people who 
are currently involved in cre-
ative work. Nine histories were 
recorded and can be heard at 
the show; eight will be available 
through the library and the Salt 
Spring Archives for future use. 

The library exhibition also 
provides ways to engage with 
questions of art and community 
through submissions that guests 
can write or create with art mate-
rials on the spot.

As Shrumm observes in her 
catalogue material, it is often dif-
ficult to find out about historic 
women artists using the usual 
channels, as their accomplish-
ments were not usually recorded 
in official archives or histories. 
Instead, they are more often dis-
covered via oral histories passed 
on through generations of fam-
ily. 

“Unfortunately, archives are 
biased things. You can’t get that 
much information on people 
who were minorities,” Shrumm 
said. 

For example, another artist 
was added to the exhibition after 

Shrumm heard from islander 
Briony Penn, who introduced 
Shrumm to the work of her 
great-grandmother Maud Lillian 
Weaver-Bridgman. Two lovely 
watercolour landscapes from the 
1930s are hence part of the show. 

“I had found her name in the 
archives, but nothing surround-
ing her,” Shrumm said. 

Shrumm’s exploration into 
Gwen Ruckle led to including 
Gwen’s great-aunt Agnes, who 
enjoyed formal training as an 
artist but wasn’t much talked 
about in the family after her 
untimely and tragic drowning. 
Work by both women appears in 
the exhibition.

Beryl Weatherell was a grand-
daughter of the famous island 
chronicler Reverend Wilson, 
and incorporated whimsical 
cartoons into her own journal 
entires. Florence Walter, born in 
Bristol in 1859, lived for near-
ly 100 years and also recorded 
scenes of island life in her water-
colours. 

For many viewers the most fas-
cinating woman may be another 
later find for Shrumm. Sophie 
King appears in one photograph 
looking glamourous and fashion-
able with a feather ruff and com-
plicated hat. King survived dou-
ble-minority status as an Indig-
enous woman. She was born 
on Salt Spring to a Cowichan 
woman and English father and 
was then sent to a Catholic resi-
dential school in Duncan at age 
three after her mother died. She 
returned as an adult, led a strong 
family and had a boat-building 
business with her husband. 

Shrumm states that King may 
have learned some of her cul-
tural heritage from her half-
brother’s wife, the tough Kana-
ka/Indigenous pioneer Maria 
Mahoi. She did not take up 
wood carving until late in life 
but started producing remark-
able figures from driftwood in 
her 60s. Some of these can be 
viewed in the library’s lobby 
showcase. 

Coming up on the next two 
Saturdays,  Shrumm wil l  be 
hosting two events that take 
themes from the show into 
moder n t imes.  On Feb.  17 

she will have a zine-making 
workshop, showing how self-
produced magazines can be a 
platform for opinions, feelings 
and expression that aren’t cap-
tured by mainstream publish-
ing. Then on Feb. 24, Shrumm 
invites people to bring their 
laptops and learn how to create 
and edit Wikipedia entries so 

they become more representa-
tive of women, queer people 
and other minorities. Just like 
the history books and archives 
of yore, she explained the digi-
tal platform is dominated by 
male artists and figures.

Both sessions run from 2 to 
4 p.m. The exhibition runs to 
Feb. 28.

MusIC 

Young fiddlers share sweet sounds
Evening at Beaver Point Hall 

The Fiddlers Hatchery, a group of young violin and 
fiddle students, have been working hard to present their 
Sweet Sounds Concert set for Feb. 17 at Beaver Point 
Hall. 

Musicians aged five through 18 will play music from 
the classical repertoire as well as some fun fiddle tunes. 

Teacher Carolyn Hatch said the hall will be decorated 
in a Valentine’s theme and elegant desserts will be served 
along with the music. 

One highlight will see main lights turned out and the 
sound of Pachelbel’s Canon emerge from the quiet space.

“For me it’s about creating a magical setting so the kids 
learn that there is magic in the world,” said Hatch.  

The family-friendly gathering begins at 6:30 p.m.

PHoto At toP BY DAviD BoRRoWmAN; ABovE PHoto BY ElizABEtH NolAN

From top: Artist-in-residence Regan Shrumm at the Forgotten Females 
library exhibit she has curated; painting by Agnes Ruckle of Salt Spring.  

PHoto BY BREANNA PRoUDFoot 

Parker Proudfoot practises violin ahead of the Fid-
dlers Hatchery Sweet Sounds concert on Saturday. 

FoR moRE 
SAlt SPRiNg 

ARtS & 
ENtERtAiNmENt 

HAPPENiNgS, 
see our 

wHat’s on 
CalEndar 

on Page 12.
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  CINEMA

• Coco — Last show on Feb. 14. Aspiring musician Miguel, confronted with his 
family’s ancestral ban on music, enters the Land of the Dead to find his great-great-
grandfather, a legendary singer.
• The Post — The Post publisher and editor race to catch up with The New York 
Times to expose a  cover-up of government secrets that spans three decades. 
Starring Tom Hanks and Meryl Streep.
• The National Theatre Live - Young Marx — The creators of One Man, Two 
Guvnors launch a new London theatre with ‘Young Marx,’ an epic farce about the 
political theorist in his boozy young troublemaker days, starring Rory Kinnear. One 
day only: Thurs., Feb. 15 with shows at 3 and 7 p.m. Email thefritz@hotmail.ca to 
reserve tickets.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Erotica is a tasteful fine art show about love, pleasure, sexuality and the body, 
with 25 local artists sharing their ceramics, paintings, textile, sculpture, glass, jew-
ellery and photography at Salt Spring Gallery. Runs to March 11.

Wed.  Feb. 14 
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
An Affair to Remember.
Live jazz and blues with Mike 
and Rachelle at Moby’s Pub. 7 
to 10 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

ToddlerTime at the Library.
Wednesdays at the Salt Spring 
Public Library at 10:30 a.m. Best 
suited kids under 4 and their 
caregivers. Older siblings are 
welcome.
Gulf Islands Board of 
Education. Public portion 
of meeting at Salt Spring 
Elementary starts at 1 p.m.

Thu.  Feb. 15
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic. Thursdays at Moby’s. 
8:30 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Sneakers Open 
House. Salt Spring Sneakers 
running club holds an open 
house every Thursday in 
February. All ages and abilities 
of runners and walkers are invit-
ed to join coach Susan Gordon 
and the Sneakers at the Portlock 
Park track for a free information 
session from 10 to 11 a.m.
National Theatre Live: 
Young Marx. The creators of 
‘One Man, Two Guvnors’ launch 
a new London theatre with 
‘Young Marx,’ an epic farce 
about the political theorist in 
his boozy young troublemaker 
days, starring Rory Kinnear. The 
Fritz. 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. shows. 
Email thefritz@hotmail.ca for 
tickets.

Thu.  Feb. 15
  ACTIVITIES

Pickleball at Fernwood 
Elementary.
Pickleball runs at Fernwood 
Elementary School on Thursdays 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Equipment 
included. Info: hafizbhimji@
shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
Coil Basket & New Moon 
Manifesting Workshop.
Fever Tree from 7 to 9 p.m. Info: 
thewovendream.com.
Have Fun Learning Squash.
Drop-in introductory sessions 
at the new squash court at the 
golf club every Thursday from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. Bring clean non-
marking shoes.  

Fri.  Feb. 16 

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Jessie of Arcadian Suns.
Indie, folk, rock and reggae at 
Woodley’s at the Harbour House 
Hotel. Every Friday. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Public Hearing: Industrial 
Lands Project. Public invited to 
submit comments on bylaws that 
make changes to industrial land 
zoning. Meaden Hall. 10 a.m.
StoryTime at the Library.
Fridays at the Salt Spring Public 
Library in the library children’s 
corner. Best for kids ages 3-6 
and their caregivers.
Opening Reception for Behind 
the Lines Art Exhibit. Exhibit of 
work by young Syrian artists will 
run at Mahon Hall from Feb. 16-25 
with the opening event tonight 
from 6 to 9 p.m.

Fri.  Feb. 16 

  ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Forum: Cannabis 
Legalization – Why You 
Can’t Relax. Victoria-based 
lawyer Kirk Tousaw – who is a 
major force behind the legal-
ization of cannabis in Canada 
– joins the Salt Spring Forum in 
discussion. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

Sat.  Feb. 17 
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sweet Sounds Concert. 
Violin and fiddle music by 
Fiddlers Hatchery students, plus 
elegant desserts at Beaver Point 
Hall. 6:30 p.m. 
Patrick Zelinski. Instrumental 
music featuring shades of jazz, 
classical, folk and soul. Woodley’s 
at the Harbour House Hotel. 
Every Saturday. 6 to 9 p.m.
The Laramie Project: Ten 
Years Later. Staged reading of 
powerful play about the murder 
of a gay University of Wyoming 
student in 1998. With discussion 
afterwards. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
Knacker’s Yard. Celtic music at 
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Indoor Salt Spring Market.
Saturday market vendors bring 
their wares to the Salt Spring 
Farmers’ Institute for one day 
only. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Part of the 
February Festival.
Speak To Me Like You Love 
Me. Learn the foundations of 
Nonviolent Communication 
in two-day workshop with 
Rachelle Lamb. Golden Tree 
Farm. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Info: 
Natasha Kong, 250-537-7253.

Sat.  Feb. 17 
  ACTIVITIES

Pickleball at Salt Spring 
Elementary.
Pickleball games are played at 
Salt Spring Elementary School 
gym on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 
hafizbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
Zine-making Workshop.
A short introduction and cre-
ation time for zines (homemade 
non-commercial publications) 
led by Regan Shrumm. Salt 
Spring Public Library. 2 to 4 
p.m. Free. 

Sun.  Feb. 18 
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Jan Lisiecki Piano Concert.
Program includes works by 
Ravel, Schumann, Rachmaninoff 
and Chopin. ArtSpring. 7:30 
p.m. Plus launch of ArtSpring’s 
A Cultural Affair Raffle. 

 ACTIVITIES

Pickleball at Salt Spring 
Elementary.
See Saturday’s listing.
Island Pathways AGM. 
Annual general meeting at the 
Salt Spring Public Library pro-
gram room. 2 to 4 p.m. 
A Love Affair with Colour.
Five-Sunday workshop taught 
by Daina Deblette at Ocean 
Art Studio & Gallery from 1 to 
4 p.m. 

Mon.  Feb. 19
 ACTIVITIES

SSI Parks and Recreation 
Commission. Regular business 
meeting. Portlock Park portable. 
5 to 7 p.m.
Salt Spring Fire Protection 
District.
Regular business meeting. 
Ganges fire hall. 7 p.m.
Music Bingo.
Every Monday at Moby’s Pub. 
7:30 to 10 p.m.

Tue.  Feb. 20
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Rolston String Quartet.
First prize laureate of the pres-
tigious 2016 Banff International 
String Quartet Competition, 
the Rolston String Quartet 
has become Canada’s newest 
ensemble attracting attention 
on the international stage. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m. Bar opens 
at 6:30.  

 ACTIVITIES

Pickleball at Fulford Hall.
Pickleball games are played 
on Tuesdays at Fulford Hall 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., and 
from 12 p.m. on for beginners. 
Equipment is included for 
beginners. Info: hafizbhimji@
shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
Shut Up and Write.
Silent focused writing in 
25-minute intervals, with 
5-minute breaks. Facilitated by 
Jane Eaton Hamilton at the Salt 
Spring Public Library in Room 
106 (by the computers) every 
Tuesday through May 29. 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Tue.  Feb. 20
  ACTIVITIES

Have Fun Learning Squash.
See Thursday’s listing, except 
Tuesday time is from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12 noon. 
Goose In Ganges.
Songs, rhymes and finger plays 
for ages 0 to 6. Join Andrea 
and Janice at the Salt Spring 
Elementary ELF Room from 2 to 
3 p.m. on Tuesdays.
Pickleball at Fernwood 
Elementary.
Pickleball runs at Fernwood 
Elementary School on Tuesdays 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Info: hafiz-
bhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-
9579.
Trivia Tuesday.
Every Tuesday at Moby’s Pub. 7 
to 9:30 p.m.
PCOC Basic 
Boating Course.    
Pleasure Craft Operator Card 
course offered through Canada 
Power and Sail Squadron Salt 
Spring branch begins today and 
continues Feb. 22 and 27, with 
the exam on March 3. SS Sailing 
Club. 7 to 9 p.m. Register at 
boatingcourses.ca.  
Home Batteries: Solutions 
to the Rising Cost of 
Electricity?
Free half-hour film about a 
technology that will change 
the way people generate, 
store, use and transmit energy 
around the world. Followed by 
a panel-interactive discussion 
with solar power/battery users 
on Salt Spring and a look at the 
future of these technologies in 
B.C. Salt Spring Public Library 
at 7 p.m.

Tue.  Feb. 20
  ACTIVITIES

SS Farmers’ Institute AGM.
Guest speaker is Holly 
MacDonald of the SSI 
Community Economic 
Development Commission. 
Farmers’ Institute upstairs meet-
ing room. 7:30 p.m.

Wed.  Feb. 21
 ACTIVITIES  
The Tree of Life: Ancient 
Mystical Approaches to 
Understanding the Torah’s 
Vision for Humanity.
A Star of the Sea Centre 
workshop led by Jonathan 
Shefa, who is an experienced 
speaker on the Hebrew bible 
and the Jewish tradition in 
which the Torah is seen as a 
living, breathing document, 
meant to be understood anew 
in each generation. St. Mary’s 
Church in Fulford. 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Registration is required at 
staroftheseassi@gmail.com. 
SS Film Fest presents Clive 
Davis: the Soundtrack of Our 
Lives.
Chris Perkel’s riveting profile 
of legendary music man Clive 
Davis spans a remarkable 
five-decade career, providing 
an incredible tour of the most 
sensational music of the cultural 
revolution from the ‘60s to the 
rise of hip-hop. ArtSpring. 7:30 
p.m.
ToddlerTime at the Library.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

To watch the previews of movies visit our website.
901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

1 hr  49 min
Rating: G

Feb. 14th Wed. 7pm

 National
Theatre
 Live

One Day Only 
Thurs.  Feb. 15th   
3pm and 7pm

Young 
Marx

Feb. 16th to 22nd 
Fri.to Thurs. 7pm   

Sun. 3pm matinee and 7pm

Tom Hanks        Meryl Streep

The Post

FINAL SHOW

1 hr  56 min
Rating: PG

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

The Laramie Project  
- Ten Years Later  

Staged reading at ArtSpring

Saturday, February 17th 
7:30 pm
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  EXHIBITIONS

• Behind the Lines: Contemporary Syrian Art, work by 17 young Syrian 
artists, opens at Mahon Hall on Friday, Feb. 16 with a reception from 6 to 9 
p.m. and continues daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Sunday, Feb. 25.
• Forgotten Females of Salt Spring Island, an exhibition featuring self-taught 
female artists, such as Florence Walter, Sophie King, Beryl Weatherell and 
Gwen Ruckle, and how they built community through their artistic practice, runs 
in the library program room from Feb. 6 to 28. Curated by Regan Shrumm 
through the Salt Spring Arts Council’s Artist in Residence program. Shrumm holds a 
related zine-making workshop for people interested in self-publishing on Saturday, 
Feb. 17 from 2 to 4 p.m 
 Long-time Fernwood-area resident Bruce McPhee holds an art show at Fernwood 
Road Cafe through March 17. 
• Looking Up is a display of art by Suzanne Prendergast and photographs by 
Bill Underwood hanging in the ArtSpring lobby through February.
• Judy McPhee has photographs hanging in TJ Beans through February. 
• Tina Spalding shows her work at Barb’s Bistro. 
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Financial Consultant 
Investors Group Financial Services Inc.
250-653-9788
Markus.Wenzel@investorsgroup.com

We can help you preserve your family’s financial security, no 
matter what, with insurance that takes care of you first. 
Call today and let us show you how.  

Take control and stay secure
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•Tax preparation (personal, 
corporate, estate)

•Tax planning 
•Auditing not-for-profi ts 

charities/stratas/corporations 
•Consulting for buying/selling/

starting a business

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant

340 Lower Ganges Road  
250-537-9742250-537-9742

The numbers don’t lie

SERVICES OFFERED 
INCLUDE:

Chartered Professional Accountants

340 Lower Ganges Road  

SECOND IN A FOUR PART SERIES

RETIREMENT PLANNING 

Most Canadians lack credible roadmap to retirement
Knowledge of future 
lifestyle key element

Canadians estimate that they 
will need an average of $756,000 
in retirement savings, but the vast 
majority (90 per cent) do not have 
a plan to achieve the lifestyle they 
want in their golden years, a recent 
CIBC poll fi nds. Moreover, women 
are less likely than men to be retire-
ment ready and more apt to rely on 
the advice of family and friends.

“If you don’t have a retirement 
plan, you’re throwing darts at num-
bers in the dark, guessing at how 
much you’ll need to live on com-
fortably once you’ve stopped work-
ing,” says Jennifer Hubbard, man-
aging director, CIBC Financial Plan-
ning and Advice. “It’s important to 
take an honest look at your fi nances 
today, and determine ‘what’ your 
retirement goals and dreams are 
because that will infl uence ‘when’ 
you retire and ‘how much’ it will 
cost. That way, you can fi nd the best 
path to get from here to there.”

A retirement plan involves deter-
mining the lifestyle you want to 
lead in retirement and identifying 
your sources of income over and 
above employer-sponsored plans, 

the Old Age Security and Canada 
Pension Plan, estimating your 
expenses, having a savings pro-
gram, and managing your assets 
based on your risk tolerance. 

Key poll � ndings:
•  90 per cent of Canadians, who 

are not currently retired or semi-
retired, do not have a formal and 
detailed retirement plan that 
describes the lifestyle they want 

•  53 per cent aren’t sure if they’re sav-
ing enough

•  37 per cent either aren’t able to save 
or haven’t thought about retirement 

•  $756,000 is the average amount 
Canadians estimate they’ll need in 
personal savings to retire comfort-
ably, while 26 per 
cent don’t know

•  Millennials (aged 
18-34) believe 
they’ll need the 
most at about 
$917,000, com-
pared to $842,000 
for Generation 
X (aged 35-54), 
and $518,000 for 
Boomers aged 
55+

•  $184,000 is the 
average amount 
Canadians say 

they’ve saved for retirement
•  30 per cent have no retirement sav-

ings, and a further 19 per cent have 
saved less than $50,000

•  63 is the average age at which Cana-
dians plan to, or did, retire 

On the cusp of retirement
The poll findings also show 

that almost a third (32 per cent) of 
those nearing, or on the cusp of 
retirement age (45-64), have noth-
ing saved for their retirement; and 
among those with retirement sav-
ings, the average value of their nest 
egg is $345,000, while most (49 per 
cent) have saved less than $250,000.

“It’s less about how much you’ve 
saved, but how your savings line 

up — or don’t line up — with your 
lifestyle goals that really matters,” 
says Ms. Hubbard. “With so much 
on the go, your retirement plan 
can be the single most powerful 
and effective tool for building your 
wealth and fi nancial security. And, 
it’s never too late to start.”

Fewer women than men 
prepare for retirement

The poll also finds that fewer 
women than men have a formal 
retirement plan, or at least a “good 
idea” what their retirement income 
needs will be, 22 per cent compared 
to 32 per cent, respectively. Further, 
far more women than men at or near-
ing retirement (aged 55+) don’t have 

a plan in place, 43 
per cent compared 
to 27 per cent, 
respectively.

Nearly a third 
(32 per cent) of 
women admit they 
“don’t know” how 
much personal 
savings they’l l 
need to retire com-
fortably, compared 
to 19 per cent of 
men, and among 
those with retire-
m e n t  s a v i n g s , 

women have saved on average nearly 
25 per cent less than men.

While the findings show few 
women and men seek expert advice 
when saving for retirement, more 
women than men rely on the advice 
of family and friends, especially those 
closest to retirement age (55-64) at 21 
per cent and 14 per cent, respectively.

“The value of having a trusted 
fi nancial advisor and personalized 
fi nancial roadmap is in the confi -
dence and peace of mind it gives 
you knowing that you’re saving 
enough to comfortably live the life 
you want both now and down the 
road,” says Ms. Hubbard.

Tips to Retire Well
•  Plan your lifestyle - make the 

future as predictable as possible
•  Understand your spending today 

and estimate what it’s likely to be 
in retirement

•  Work with a fi nancial advisor to 
project your income and expenses

•  Put your plan on auto-pilot with 
regular deposits to a dedicated 
savings account 

•  Invest for the long term and revisit 
your investment plan regularly, at 
least once a year

•  Determine the best time to draw 
down on public pension benefi ts 
or personal savings

INCOME TAX FILING 

Charitable donations useful 
Tips for tax time

Did you donate to a registered Canadian 
charity or other qualifi ed donee that gives offi -
cial donation receipts? You may be eligible for 
a charitable donation tax credit that reduces 
your taxes owing.
Where do you get an official donation 
receipt? 

You get an offi cial donation receipt from a 
registered Canadian charity or other quali-
fi ed donee. You need an offi cial receipt to 
claim a charitable donation tax credit.
Where do you find information about a 
charity? 

If you want to learn more about the char-
ity before donating, there are different ways 
to get information. You can:
•  contact the charity directly - they are in the 

best position to give you information;
•  search for them in the Canada Revenue 

Agency’s (CRA) list of charities or check the 
list on the MyCRA mobile web app;

•  make an informal information request with 
the CRA for information about the charity;

•  make a formal access to information request 
with the CRA.

How do you calculate your charitable 
donation tax credit?

To calculate your charitable donation tax 
credit, you fi rst need to fi gure out the eligible 
amount of your charitable donations. Once 
you know that amount, you need to decide 
how much you want to claim. In any one tax 
year, you can claim:
•  donations you made by Dece.31 of that year;
•  any unclaimed donations you made in the 

previous fi ve years;
•  any unclaimed donations your spouse or 

common-law partner made during the year 
or in the last fi ve years.
You can claim eligible amounts of gifts to 

a limit of 75 per cent of your net income. For 
gifts of certifi ed cultural property or ecologi-
cally sensitive land, you may be able to claim 
up to 100 per cent of your net income. For 
more information go to: Pamphlet P113 Gifts 
and Income Tax.

For a quick estimate of your charitable 
donation tax credit for the current tax year, 
use the charitable donation tax credit calcula-
tor.
How long should you keep a charitable 
donation receipt? 

You should keep your official donation 
receipts for six years after the end of the tax 
year you made a claim for, in case the Canada 
Revenue Agency asks to see them. If you did 
your taxes late, keep your receipts for six years 
from the date you submitted your return.
What donations can I claim as a charitable 
donation tax credit? 

Donations of cash, goods, land and listed 
securities to a registered charity or other 
qualifi ed donee may be eligible for a chari-
table donation tax credit.
Are you eligible for the fi rst-time donor’s 
super credit? 

You are considered a first-time donor if 
you or your spouse or common-law part-
ner have not claimed and been allowed a 
charitable donation tax credit after 2007. If 
you’re eligible, you may be able to claim the 
fi rst-time donor’s super credit. Keep in mind 
that 2017 is the last year when you may be 
eligible to claim this credit.
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The free place to list your regular group activities of any kind. 

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! Brought to  you by Pattison Subaru.

WEDNESDAY
SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the last 
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Mormon 
church. Info: cloudie48@gmail.com
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the � rst 
and third Wednesdays of the month at 7 p.m. at the 
Salt Spring Island Baptist Church, around the back. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Lions Hall. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
BOOMERFIT South End. All aspects of � tness are 
addressed in these classes. Contact Trisha, certi� ed 
personal trainer for details. 9 to 10 a.m. Info: trisha.
synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656
BRIDGE CLUB at the SS Library program room from 
12:30 to 4 p.m. 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower Ganges 
Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer, 
tablet, smartphone problems at Salt Spring Literacy. 
By appointment at the literacy centre at 125B 
Rainbow Rd. or by calling 250-537-9717 or emailing 
coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start).
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY o� ers free access to 
premium genealogy websites at the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints at 221 Vesuvius Bay Rd. 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m.
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.  
KUM NYE - Tibetan yoga for meditation. Ram Springs 
Wellness Yurt. Until March 14. 5-6:30 p.m. Info: Don 
McGinnis - 250-897-5576.
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners meets 
at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 a.m. Everyone 
welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-930-5333.
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the Salt 
Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at Stowel 
Lake Farm. Teachings o� ered by donation with Insight 
Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PARENT CHILD MOTHER GOOSE at the SS Library. 
Songs, rhymes and playtime for ages 0 to 6 and their 
caregivers. 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon until Nov. 22. 
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas 
Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a body 
conditioning system that builds � exibility and long, 
lean muscles, strength and endurance. 
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a 
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused 
speakers and presentations at the Salt Spring Baptist 
Church, around the back, from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SUPER SENIORS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at 
SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 
Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TODDLERTIME AT THE LIBRARY. Join Nomi for 
songs and stories in the library children’s corner. 10:30 
a.m. Best suited to kids under 4 and their caregivers. 
Older siblings welcome. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
YOGA with Dorothy Price at The Gatehouse at Stowel 
Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m.
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7:15 p.m. 
Call 250-537-2062 for details. Newcomers always 
welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI Wellness 
Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

THURSDAY 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the � rst 
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 
p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or clairebeariona@
yahoo.com.
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group 
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last 
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-3014 
for address and more information. Free introductory 
lectures by appointment. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics meets 
at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear annex. 12 
noon. 
BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12:45 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
HAVE FUN LEARNING SQUASH! Drop-in 
introductory sessions at the new squash court at 
the Golf Club (805 Lower Ganges Rd). Bring clean 
non-marking shoes. 7:30-9 p.m. Info at www.
saltspringsquash.ca
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 11:45 to 12:45 
p.m.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at SS Wellness Centre. 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA — a wellness/� tness movement practice that 
focuses on “feeling better.” The joy of dance, the power 
of martial arts, the � exibility and mindfulness of 
yoga and more. No dance experience needed. Classes 
with Arleen at Antler Ridge Dance Studio (211 Horel 
Rd.) 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. Info/register: arleensadler@
telus.net
PARENT CHILD MOTHER GOOSE at Fulford 
Elementary. Songs, rhymes and playtime for ages 0 to 
6 and their caregivers. 10 a.m. to 12 noon from Sept. 
28 to Nov. 30. 
PICKLEBALL runs at Fernwood Elementary School 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-
653-9579.
SALT SPRING SNEAKERS Open House every 
Thursday in February. All ages and abilities of runners 
and walkers are invited to join coach Susan Gordon 
and the Salt Spring Sneakers running Club at the 
Portlock Park track for a free information session from 
10 to 11 a.m.
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN at Family Place for ages 0 to 
6 and caregivers. Come for a bowl of soup! Toy library 
also open. 12:30 to 3 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-
the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon. Info: Stephanie, 
250-537-1721.
WOMEN’S YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SSI Wellness 
Centre. 9:30-10:45 a.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
YOGA WITH JIM DICKINSON at Salt Spring Seniors. 
2 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
AIKIDO for kids and adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. 
Kids 5 to 6 p.m.; adults 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 250-
538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring Seniors from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 4 p.m. 
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. Beginning bridge 
lessons (but also with more advanced coaching 
available) at the Salt Spring Library Program Room. 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine Bennett 
at SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. Move 
with less pain and stress by learning how to make 
any activity more e� ective and more enjoyable. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com. 
GAMES NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library Program 
Room. Facilitator Bryan Dubien brings his vast 
collection of board games, or you can bring your own. 
6 to 9 p.m. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors at 
12:15 p.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
STORYTIME AT THE LIBRARY. In the library 
children’s corner. 11 a.m. Best suited to kids aged 3 to 
6 and their caregivers.  

EVERY SATURDAY 
BRIDGE at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place. 
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
PICKLEBALL games are played at Salt Spring 
Elementary School gym from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 
ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721. 
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

SUNDAY 
OPEN STAGE OLD TIMEY CAFE. On the last Sunday of 
every month at Fulford Hall OAP annex. 7 to 11 p.m. 
Everyone welcome to alcohol-free event with good 
music and munchies. Info: 260-653-9856 

EVERY SUNDAY 
KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS Wellness 
Centre. 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
PICKLEBALL games are played at the Salt Spring 
Elementary School gym from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 
ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 250-653-9579.
RED BALL INDOOR TENNIS at Centre Court (behind 
the golf course). Half-court doubles games for ages 
16 and over. 3 to 5 p.m. Info: Laura - 250-537-0721.
SUNDAY SATSANG at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 
3:30 p.m. 

MONDAY 
SSI FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT usually meets on 
the third Monday of each month at the SS United 
Church hall at 7 p.m. See www.saltspring� re.com. 
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION usually 
meets on the third Monday of each month at the 
Portlock Park Portable. 5 to 7 p.m. Public welcome. 
But con� rm meeting dates at 250-537-4448. 

EVERY MONDAY
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2:30 to 4 p.m.
BOOMERFIT SOUTH END. All aspects of � tness are 
addressed in these classes. Contact Trisha, certi� ed 
personal trainer for details. 9-10 a.m. Info: trisha.
synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:45 
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: George 
Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH class with Catherine Bennett 
at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 9 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 250-653-
4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
ISLAND INFANTS PARENT DISCUSSION GROUP 
at Family Place. A drop-in for parents of babies 
prenatal to 1 year with weekly speakers. Pre-register 
(familyplace@ssics.ca) for childcare. Lunch provided. 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT INTELLIGENCE 
CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas Studio, 
104 Langs Rd., 12:45-2:15 pm. This innovative 
movement class features the work of John Pepper 
and is suitable for people with Parkinson’s and other 
neurological conditions 
that are highly motivated to learn solutions for 
movement di�  culties. Info: Anna Haltrecht, 250-537-
5681, anna@bonesforever.com
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds casual 
co� ee mornings for its members at Penny’s on the 
Green at 10 a.m. 
SALT SPRING SCOTTISH DANCERS meet Mondays at 
All Saints from 6 to 8 p.m. 
SALT SPRING YARNIES KNITTERS CLUB meets to 
knit, crochet, or do other handcrafts. Free. Newcomers 
welcome. Penny’s Pantry on the Green. 1 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 
250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt Spring 
library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring with Conrad 
Koke. Sign-up sheets are found in the Info Desk 
Programs binder. Sessions are available every Monday 
at 12 and 1 p.m.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is 
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
TOASTMASTERS, a dedicated band of public 
speaking learners and enthusiasts, meets at the Salt 
Spring Public Library. 7 to 9 p.m. Guests are always 
welcome.
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness 
Centre (yoga studio). Mixed Levels - 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m.; Level 1 - 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Mixed Levels 
- 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the Salt 
Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

TUESDAY 
YOUTH BOOK CLUB for ages 9 to 12 meets at the 
Salt Spring Public Library on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 3:30 to 5 p.m.  
5RHYTHMS® MOVEMENT CLASS with Shauna 
Devlin. Drop-in monthly Tuesdays at Stowel Lake Farm 
on Feb. 20, March 13, April 17 and May 15. 7:15 9 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
ACTIVE LEARNING - the Tuesday Edition. Global 
Issues and Current Events in Historical Perspective, a 
discussion group. Dawson Lounge, Seniors Centre. 2 
to 4 p.m. 
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and adults 
at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 4 to 6 p.m., and 
adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 250-538-5549; 
alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE. All are welcome to 
join the tango group, Por el Amor del Tango, at weekly 
practicas. All Saints By-the-Sea. 8 to 10 p.m. Info: ssi.
tango@gmail.com 
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 1 p.m. 
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring Seniors. 
6:00 p.m. 
DROP-IN FLOOR HOCKEY at Fulford Hall at 7 p.m. 
Bring sneakers and your own hockey stick (if you can). 
IYENGAR YOGA with Jayne Lloyd-Jones at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
LIFE DRAWING GROUP meets at Lions Hall from 
1 to 3 p.m. Drop-ins welcome. Contact Rosamund: 
dupuyonssi@telus.net. 
NIA. See Thursday description, except classes are as 
follows: Salt Spring United Church hall from 10:45 to 
11:45 a.m. and All Saints By-the-Sea upper hall from 
5:45 to 7 p.m. Info/register: arleensadler@telus.net
MEN’S GROUP - Speak openly about inmost subjects. 
138 Castle Cross Road from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Info: 
Tristan, 604-200-7333, reinless@mender.ca or 
meetup.com/reinless/
PICKLEBALL games are played at Fulford Hall 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., and from 12 p.m. on for 
beginners. Equipment is included for beginners. Let 
us help you get started. Info: ha� zbhimji@shaw.ca or 
250-653-9579.
SHUT UP AND WRITE sessions are led by Jane Eaton 
Hamilton at the Salt Spring Public Library in Room 
106. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, search 
and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk at 
North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Info: 250-
537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.shawwebspace.
ca/.
STAY & PLAY DROP-IN for parents and caregivers 
and their children aged 0-6 at Family Place. 12 to 3 
p.m. Come for a bowl of soup! 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI Wellness 
Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All levels at SSI 
Wellness Centre, 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.; and Slow Flow 
class at Salt Spring Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 5:45 
p.m.
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Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553

Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288

Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

Automotive
    Services Ltd.

AutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotive
Johnson’s

BCAA APPROVED REPAIR FACILITY

     SALT SPRING ISLAND
PH: 
250.537.2023
TOW TRUCK 24 HR.
250.537.7749

BLAINE JOHNSON
CELL:  250.537.6607

#1-156 Alders Ave. Salt Spring Island BC V8K 2K5

SEEDY SATURDAY 

Gardeners kick o�  growing season 

Seedy Saturday celebrates locally 
grown food

BY MARC KITTERINGHAM
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Islanders came to celebrate the beginning of gar-
dening season at Seedy Saturday on Feb. 10. 

The annual event was held at the Farmers’ Institute, with 
local farmers, seed vendors, instructors, presenters and political 
groups in attendance. 

This year 515 people came through the door, not including 
children and vendors, to browse the 38 different seed sellers, 
non-profi ts and local food. Organizers said the seed exchange 
was particularly popular, with around 800 packets exchanged at 
the seed exchange table.

“Island gardeners are raring to go,” said Julia Grace, one of 
the event organizers, in an email. “It was a great kick-off to the 
gardening season.”

Dan Jason, who was at the fi rst Seedy Saturday almost 30 
years ago, said that this year “people are getting motivated and 
mobilized to save seeds, to grow and process more of their own 
food. It’s really looking good.”

Seedy Saturday was started to bring people together in the 
spirit of community and for locally sourced food. The fi rst ever 
event was held in Vancouver in 1990, and has since spread 

across the world. Currently over 100 Seedy Saturdays are held in 
Canada and around 60 in B.C.

On Saturday people came from all over the island to buy 
seeds for their gardens and to reconnect socially after hibernat-
ing all winter. Some of the exhibitors were the new seed library 
that will be housed at The Root, and an experimental tomato 
trial in which participants are asked to record observations of 
multiple types of local tomato seeds. There were also booths 
with locally made products like soaps and beeswax wraps, as 
well as political groups like the Green Party of Canada and Fair 
Voting BC. 

“It seemed like it was really great, way more even than other 
years,” said Jason. “People just kept coming in and it never got 
to be overwhelming. It was pretty exciting and I think lots and 
lots of people came.”

Three different talks took place on Saturday. Jason gave a talk 
concerning the local community seed initiatives like communi-
ty allotment gardens and seed saving. Lt. Mitchell Sherrin from 
the island’s fi re department discussed FireSmart gardening in 
the wake of last year’s fi re season. Finally, Andrea Palframan dis-
cussed 10 years of the Transition Salt Spring group and leaving 
oil dependency behind. There was also a demonstration outside 
on how to prune and take care of fruit trees. 

In addition to the main event on Saturday, the festival contin-
ued on Sunday with workshops on irrigation, fruit tree grafting, 
soap making and how to make money through farming. 

PHOTO BY MARC KITTERINGHAM

Paul Linton gives a 
demonstration on 
fruit tree pruning 
and maintenance 
as part of a sunny 
Seedy Saturday 
at the Farmers’ 
Institute. See the 
Driftwood website 
at www.gulfi sland-
sdriftwood.com for 
a multimedia story 
on Seedy Saturday.

CHINESE NEW YEAR 

Year of the Dog highlights loyalty and more 
Double Earth nature more 
solid than others 

BY LING WESTON
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

Kung Hey Fat Choy!
Year of the Dog starts on Feb. 16, 

2018 and lasts until Feb. 4, 2019. 
It’s a different date every year. This 

is because the Chinese calendar is a 
lunar one, based on the phases of the 
moon.

There are five different kinds of 
Dogs, according to the Chinese horo-
scope. It all depends on the year of 
their births. 

According to the ancient astrol-
ogers, it was designated that years 

ending in 0 to 1 are Metal Dogs, 2 
to 3 are Water Dogs, 4 to 5 are Wood 
Dogs, 6 to 7 are Fire Dogs and 8 to 9 
are Earth Dogs, so 2018 is an Earth 
Dog year.

Famous Dogs 
Metal Dog - Mother Teresa, born 

Aug. 26, 1910. 
Wood Dog - Winston Churchill, 

born Nov. 30, 1874.
Fire Dog - Bill Clinton, born Aug. 

19, 1946. 
Earth Dog - Madonna, born Aug. 

16, 1958. 
The astrologers described all Dogs 

as having a natural element of Earth 

(encoded in their DNA, according to 
modern science). This might compli-
cate the matter. 

According to ancient astrologers, 
Earth Dogs with the natural element 
Earth makes babies born between 
Feb.  16,  2018,  and Feb.  4,  2019 
endorsed with double Earth element. 

The basic traits of all Dogs are: they 
are honest, loyal, sincere, idealistic, 
trustworthy and tolerant — wow! 

Also remember that Dogs are men’s 
(and women’s) best friends. 

With the double Earth element, 
these Dogs are more balanced and 
grounded (another wow!)

So you’re lucky to have a Dog as a 
family member or friend. You can’t 
go wrong. 
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To be a parT of This popular feaTure!

 
Fitness Expert

BRENDA
AKERMAN

3.25” x 4.25”

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

Mental Benefits Of Exercise
Most people know that exercise is good for 
everyone. We know regular physical activity 
helps strengthen the heart, improves lung 
capacity, helps control weight, increases 
muscle strength, endurance and flexibility. Many exercises - from 
athletic college students to senior walkers have reported that 
physical activity also have benefited them psychologically.
Stress Buster: If you’re looking for a positive way to release stress, 
frustration, anxiety or anger, try swimming, brisk walking, or cardio 
workout. A workout can work off pent-up energy and leave you 
feeling calmer. After a workout you have more energy, enhancing 
your ability to deal with the day’s challenges.
Relaxation Enhance: Simply being away from the stresses in your 
life can help you relax. When you exercise your mind takes a mental 
vacation from your worries.
Self Esteem Booster: Some psychological studies show that when 
you exercise not only do you feel better about your body, you also 
feel better yourself. You can feel a sense of empowerment or self-
reliance that carries over into other aspects of you life.
Along with getting fit, improving mental muscle is another good 
reason to exercise regularly. You’ll look great and feel better too.

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

Aquatic Centre

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









Long defog time in the 
morning is telling you 
something

If it is taking longer than normal to defog your windows in 
the morning it is a sign of high humidity inside the car. This 
time of year every time you get in your car you are bringing 
in moisture on your shoes and clothing. While newer cars 
heating and air conditioning systems are set up to get rid of 
this moisture, it is still more effective to open the windows a 
bit when the inside of the car warms up. This vents the warm 
moist air out of the passenger compartment. 

If your floor mats have water standing in them dump them 
out. On a sunny day crack the windows open when the car 
is sitting in the sun, but make sure they get closed before the 
interior starts to cool down. 

Drive Safe, Gyle

Financial Advice

Do you see a link between climate change and the way you use your 
money? Many of our members want socially responsible investment 
options that are fossil fuel-free and align with their environmental, social 
and governance (ESG) values. But not all ethical funds are the same. 
Here’s what to look for in a company:

1.  A strong commitment to ESG issues.   2. Low carbon footprint.
3.  Evidence of a commitment to renewable energy and mitigating 

climate change.
It can often be difficult to find the best ESG investment options. That’s 

why we’re here to help. Come speak to one of our advisors to help find 
investments that are good for you, and everyone else.

How do I find investments 
that are good for both me 
and the planet? scott howe

scott howe, BA, PFP, cFP, cPcA
Senior Advisor, Financial Planning

Island Savings Insurance
Services / Crediential Securities Inc.

250-537-8868    showe@islandsavings.ca
First West Insurance Services Ltd., offering financial planning, life insurance and 
investments, is a wholly owned subsidiary of First West Credit Union. Island Savings 
Insurance is a trademark of First West Credit Union, and is used under license. Mutual 
funds and other securities are offered through Crediential Securities Inc.

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson

...has it’s advantages. I choose to represent 
RE/MAX Salt Spring because my clients 
receive the following benefits:
- Buyer referrals from LEAD STREET our Buyer - Seller world 
wide matching services.
- Buyer contacts arising from REFERRALS from RE/MAX inter 
office, country wide and world wide offices in 100+ countries.
- My listings appear on RE/MAX’s lead generating proprietary 
websites & micro-sites plus my personal website & the (MLS) 
Realtor.ca site.
- My listings gain extra exposure as Buyers love searching properties 
on the RE/MAX mobile phone / tablet app & receiving instant 
notifications of new listings on their mobile devices.

Many of my clients choose RE/MAX as they have worked with 
RE/MAX here or in other communities & recognize 

RE/MAX as being the leader in the use of cutting edge 
technologies within the real estate industry.

Listing with the world’s 
largest real estate network

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2 0 1 6

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2016 (VREB)
TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2016 based on highest number of 

listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

chAIRMAn’S
cLuB

      
Health

JONATHAN 
DAMONTE 

3.25” x 4.25”
A Cold That Wouldn’t Quit

Below is a good example of the benefits of 
homeopathy.

A parent at their wits end calls about their 
18 months old son who has had a miserable cold for the past 2 weeks. 
The child has been sleepless day and night, no appetite, cranky and 
fretful. Suffering with copious sinus discharge, he has a wet rattling 
cough and now exhaustion. No one at home is sleeping and all nerves 
are frayed. He’s had all sorts of meds, treatment and even other 
homeopathy, yet he is only worsening.

I find out that he is worse lying down, worse in a stuffy room 
and is vomiting in the nighttime after periods of restlessness and 
non-specific discomfort. He has improved only with fresh air from 
the window being wide open and being held and sung to in soothing 
tones.

After a single dose of Aconitum napellus 200 CH the wet cough 
abates, the sinuses dry up and his demeanor improves. “He’s back to 
himself”, states the parent. Another dose is given after the next night 
when a return of the vomiting occurs and again two nights later when 
just the restlessness returned.  This final night there was no vomiting. 
That’s it, the next day he’s better and no longer requires another dose.

Be Well Now
Centre for Pain & Chronic Disease

www.bewellnow.com    250-537-8904   

Be Well Now
Centre for Pain & Chronic Disease

www.bewellnow.com    250-537-8904   

Hi Lorraine. thanks for the proof.

Here are the changes I’d like:

Attached is a pdf of the footer 
for the logo with just phone and 
website. Just a bit less text. Also, 
can we take of the credentials 
after my name as I don’t use them 
much anymore.

Marketing

According to the American Marketing 
Association, marketing is the activity, set 
of institutions, and processes for creating, 
communicating, delivering, and exchanging offerings that have 
value for customers, clients, partners, and society at large. In other 
words, marketing involves both a conversation and a contract with 
your customers.

The conversation starts with media, whether it’s paid or native 
advertising, social media or word of mouth. Include your signage, 
labels, the way your staff interacts with customers and the integrity 
of your offers. Conversations also extend to the point of sale — 
racking, stacking; even the convenience of your parking lot.  It’s 
your website and whether it’s user-friendly (does it load quickly? 
Does it provide useful information?)

The contract part involves meeting the expectations set by your 
“conversations.” In a nutshell, did you deliver what you said you 
would? Is the product as good as you promised? Was the service?  
Did the customer experience meet the expectations created by you?

Businesses in this area operate in a very competitive market 
that includes all the Gulf Islands, Vancouver Island and to a lesser 
extent, the Lower Mainland. It’s really all one market. To stay on 
top, it’s important to manage every aspect of your conversations 
with your customers.

It’s a Conversation 
with your Customers

250-537-9933
sales@driftwoodgimedia.com

328 Lower Ganges Road,
Salt Spring IslandDgiM DRIFTWOOD 

GULF 
ISLANDS 
MEDIA

AMBER OGILVIE

IsLAND HIsTOrY 

Pioneer William Bulman and naval officer leave names
South-end roads 
steeped in history

The histor y of  Salt  Spring 
street  names returns to the 
Driftwood with two exciting 
reminders of early island life, 
both of whom have left their 
namesakes to south-end loca-
tions.

Bullman Road today occu-
pies a short stretch off Beaver 
Point Road between Weston 
Lake and Ruckle Park, but just 
over 100 years ago the related 
territory was far more massive. 
The Salt Spring Archives tell us 
that William Bulman bought 
2,455 acres  stretching from 
from Cusheon Lake to Cusheon 

Cove in 1909. 
In  the Salt  Spr ing way of 

things, an extra “L” seems to 
have been added to the name 
on maps along the way, giving 
us Bullman Road. 

Bulman built the large saw-
mill,  which led to many his-
torical artifacts uncovered by 
modern resident Chris  Hat-
field. A history of the area pro-

duced by Hatfield and Charles 
Kahn describes how the Bul-
man-Alison Lumber Company 
built a company village at the 
end of the road, creating a mul-
ticultural community of over 
150 men and their families. It 
ran until 1926, when the mill 
was shut down after a series of 
misadventures. It ended with 
the mill’s wharf collapsing and 
somewhere around one mil-
lion feet of lumber being lost 
to the sea.

Several buildings from the 
old sawmill  days st i l l  exist , 
including the Bulman House 
(1909),  Bulman Barn (1915) 
and the Bulman Family House 
(1920). These are now located 
within Ruckle Park. 

Burgoyne Bay Road

Co m m a n d e r  Hu g h  Ta l b o t 
B u r g oy n e  c o m m a n d e d  t h e 
H.M.S. Ganges in 1857, serv-
ing under captain John Ful-
ford. His name first appeared 
at Burgoyne Bay in 1859 and 
now appears on Burgoyne Bay 
Road, a provincial park and the 
Burgoyne Valley.

During the earliest pioneer 
times, Burgoyne Bay was an 
important  hub.  As far  back 
as the 1870s there was a post 
office and dock there, and the 
name continued to the island’s 
first ever south-end school. 

“Most of the families in the 
Burgoyne Valley had fathers 
who had come from Europe, 

and mothers who were from 
the local  First  Nations,  the 
C ow i c h a n  b a n d ,”  t h e  S a l t 
Spring Archives informs us. 

Burgoyne himself was born 
in Dublin, Ireland. He received 
the Victoria Cross as a 21-year-
old British Royal Navy lieuten-
ant serving in the Crimean War. 
He died at sea at age 37 when 
the ship HMS Captain sank off 
Cape Finisterre in Spain.

Postscript: DW Salty has been 
busy with some tasks other than 
local history lately, including 
predicting Salt Spring’s weather 
in the absence of local ground-
hogs. Check out the Feb. 2 video 
on the Driftwood’s Facebook or 
YouTube pages. 

STREETS  OF SALT SPRING

D.W.
Salty
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here’s 
my card

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com
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SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

From scapers to lock de-icer, snow chains, antifreeze 
and emergency kits, pick up everything you need to 
avoid bumps in the roads this season.

WINTER IS STILL UPON US!
Stock up now on everything you need

HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:30-6PM, SATURDAY 8-5PM

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

• Island wide 
residential 

pickup service

• $4.50 per bag; 
weekly or 
bi-weekly

• Convenient 
and 

hassle free250-537-2167
DROP OFF AT: 360 BLACKBURN RD

Gulf Islands Driftwood
Gulf Islander • Aqua
Gulf Islands Tourism
Gulf Islands Real Estate
driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com

Follow us on Facebook 

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 

V8K 2V3 Canada

Ph: 250-537-9933 ext: 211   
CELL: 250-221-2419

www.driftwoodgimedia.com  
scommand@driftwoodgimedia.com

Shirley Command
ACCOUNT MANAGER

Personal Taxes
Small Business, Bookkeeping & Payroll

Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged

115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860  
shakima@shaw.ca

Stanley Laing
Accounting & income tAx ServiceS

sPIrItualItY  

Hebrew bible explored in workshop
Facilitator brings wealth of 
experience and knowledge

Star of the Sea Centre hosts a work-
shop on Wednesday, Feb. 21 titled The 
Tree of Life: Ancient Mystical Approaches 
to Understanding the Torah’s Vision for 
Humanity. 

The day will be led by Jonathan Shefa, 
who is an experienced speaker on the 
Hebrew bible and the Jewish tradition in 
which the Torah is seen as a living, breath-
ing document, meant to be understood 
anew in each generation. 

Workshop participants will have an 
introduction to ancient mystical approach-
es towards studying and engaging with the 
Torah, explore oral traditions, and discuss 
medieval and original texts to draw out hid-
den meanings and messages.

Shefa has been teaching and leading 
workshops on meditation, transformation, 
justice and Jewish mysticism for more than 
a decade. He spent the last seven years 
living in the Middle East where his profes-
sional focus involved facilitating dialogue 
between Israelis and Palestinians. 

He has a B.A. from McGill with a con-
centration in Buddhist philosophy, and 

a masters degree in public policy from 
Harvard.

The interactive workshop is open to eve-
ryone, from all traditions — religious, secu-
lar or otherwise. No special familiarity with 

the Torah is necessary.
The Feb. 21 workshop runs from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. in St. Mary’s church in Fulford. 
Registration is required at starofthe-
seassi@gmail.com. 

Photo coURtESY StAR oF thE SEA 

Jonathan Shefa, who will present the tree of Life: Ancient Mystical Approaches to 
Understanding the torah’s Vision for humanity.

EduCatIon 

Students get workplace safety drill

‘Listen to your gut’ 
is vital message

by GAIL SJUbERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

Trying to convince a group of 
young people that they are not 
invincible is a tall order. 

But that’s the challenge Nick 
Perry takes on with passion 
when he visits high schools 
through a WorkSafeBC-spon-
sored program. On Friday 
Perry met with GISS students 
in grades 10-12 enrolled in the 
intensive Trades Awareness, 
Skills and Knowledge (TASK)
program.  

The aim is to impress upon 
the students that they should 
not do anything on a job site 
that seems unsafe. “Listen to 
your gut” is the new Work-

SafeBC mantra that tries to give 
young workers the confidence 
to ask questions when they are 
unsure about a safety issue in 
the workplace.

Perry described how getting 
an uneasy feeling in the pit of 
one’s stomach is a sign to speak 
up. 

“It’s that feeling like, ‘Man, 
this just doesn’t fit right with 
me and I don’t know what to 
do.’ You’ve got to ask questions. 
You’ve got to get the right peo-
ple involved. You need to talk 
to your coworkers and you’ve 
got to talk to your employer. 
You’ve got to talk to whoever is 
going to listen to you.” 

He told the students the 
main goal is to not jeopardize 
one’s body in the workplace.

“You get to walk away with 
all of your fingers and toes.” 

Perry knows what he’s talk-
ing about as the survivor of a 
serious workplace accident in 
2001. He was only 19 years old 
and had worked for six months 
at a Victoria lumber yard when 
42 loose sheets of fibre board 
weighing about 1,200 kilo-
grams fell on him from a fork-
lift. His spinal cord was severed 
and he spent the next three 
years in a wheelchair. He is 
permanently disabled, wears 
a leg brace and uses a catheter 
daily.

Perry says a lack of train-
ing and knowledge about how 
to deal safely with a situation 
resulted in the accident involv-
ing himself and a close friend 
who had even less experience 
at the site.

Irregular training practices 
are a common workplace 

problem, he said. 
“The guy on Monday trains 

you one way, the guy on Tues-
day trains you another way 
and on Wednesday you have 
to decide which way is the 
safe way and which way is the 
shortcut.”

Besides hearing Perry speak 
in person, GISS students saw 
a graphic WorkSafeBC video 
documenting both Perry’s 
experience and that of three 
other young people. It was 
made in 2002 when Perry was 
still in a wheelchair. 

TASK program students 
engage in an intensive hands-
on and study period both at 
GISS and Camosun College, 
with an introduction to various 
trades careers, and also partici-
pate in work experience place-
ments. 

Photo coURtESY GISS tASK 

Sporting #Listen to Your 
Gut t-shirts given out by 
WorkSafeBc speaker Nick 
Perry at a GISS tASK class 
are, back row from left, 
Brenden Fraser, Dylan 
harper, tim Marcena, 
Rowan Simmers, Zack 
Stein and Wyatt Sawchuk; 
and front row from left, 
GISS careers program 
teacher Shari hambrook, 
Bergen Mccullough, Nick 
Perry and his daughter 
Lilly, Aiden hodgins and 
Joseph Schulze.



PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm

Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.75 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All liner ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.
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Alexander Oleh Mycyk

April 01, 1939 - February 08, 2018

Our dearly beloved husband, father and 
grandfather peacefully passed away at Lady Minto 
Hospital last Thursday.  He was our foundation and 
strength, a kind and loving source of wisdom and 
humour and will be deeply missed.

The stellar love and care that he received from Dr. 
Magda Leon, Father Scott, his health team and the 
staff at Lady Minto, helped transform a harrowing 
situation into a beautiful event and our family is 
forever grateful.

Funeral mass will be held Friday February 16 
at Our Lady of Grace Church on Drake Road at 
12:30 pm.

A memorial for all who loved him will be held later 
in the Spring, date and time TBA.

A virtual memorial is available for all who 
want to express their condolences at https://
obittree.com/obituary/ca/british-columbia/salt-
spring-island/haywards-funeral-service/alexander-
mycyk/3425348/

Rebecca Clair
MARCH 1, 1956  -  FEBRUARY. 4, 2018

Rebecca Clair of Salt Spring Island 
passed away peacefully at her home 
on February 4th. Becky, affectionately 
known as Boo was born with down’s 
and lived a vibrant, radiant and fully 
expressive life. Her instinctual ability 
for empathy, was beyond measure. 
Just knowing the right moment for a 
hug or a rub on your back along with 
a reassuring, ahhhh. As teacher she lead 

by example, how to be in the moment, to love life, to forgive, 
cherish friendship, laugh, sing, dance and just be silly. Her 
delicious enjoyment for chocolate cake and french fries 
could be infectious. Yet it was her beautiful smile, twinkling 
eyes and “those cheeks” that would melt hearts.   

She will be forever missed by her adoring sister and her 
remarkably amazing community family. Let her be embraced 
and lifted up into the circle of friends and family that have 
gone before where she can continue to be that enduring 
bright light for us all.

A Celebration of Life to be held on Friday, February 16 at 
the Lion’s Hall from I:00 to 3:00pm

is offering
Two Scholarships 

to students presently attending
Gulf Islands Secondary School

Completed applications must be submitted 
to the GISS Counselling Department 

no later than March 31, 2018. 
-----------------------------------

In addition, LMHAS is offering 
Two Continuing Education Bursaries 

to GISS graduates who have completed at 
least 1 year of a healthcare course of study. 

Contact GISS Counselling Department for an 
Application Form or the GISS website. 

Application deadline is March 31, 2018. 
----------------------------------- 

All applicants must be continuing 
their studies in a healthcare related field.

Applicants must be mature adults who wish to 
pursue a career in a health related field.

Information & application forms available at 
Thrift Shop and on our web-site.
www.lmhas.ca/bursaries

Application deadline is March 31, 2018.

is offering two

“Back to School” Bursaries

Volunteering 
is a Work of Heart

New Opportunities Posted
www.vcrsaltspring.org  |  admin@vcrsaltspring.org

Salt Spring Island Farmers’ Institute
AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG

Tuesday February 20 at 730
in the upstairs meeting room

 GuesT speaker:
Holly MacDonald of the (SSI) Economic Development Commission. Her 
subject will be the Rural Business Accelerator Program which targets 
farm produce and marketing.
“Many people associate economic development with large scale 
property development, but the Salt Spring commission is guided 
by the principles of community economic development: sustainable, 
participatory, asset-based, self-reliance and community-based.  In 
addition to sharing information about the Rural Business Accelerator, 
the CEDC would also like to hear how we could also support 
agriculture and small scale food producers on SSI and explore how we 
might help you engage with other sectors on the island to increase 
opportunities.” 
Support your Institute and Directors by attending. 
Membership fees are now due for 2018.  receive quarterly 
newsletter, free admission to the Fall Fair and notices of 
agricultural interest, single $20; Family including children up 
to 18 years $25. payable by mail salt spring Island Farmers’ 
Institute, Box 661 salt spring Island BC V8k 2W3, or at Foxglove 
Farm and Garden, 

requires a 
part-time administrative assistant. 

The successful applicant will be friendly, people 
oriented and discreet. Experience an asset. 

Please forward your resume to 
Maureen O’Brien at 100-121 Atkins Road

Salt Spring Island.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTSFAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

30th Anniv.-AGM

Probus

DEATHSDEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

Feb. Sale

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION
Advertise in the 2018 BC Hunting Regulations Synopsislargest Sportsman publication

Denied Long-Term Disability, CPP or other Insurance? If, YES. Call: 604.937.6354 or e-mail: jfisher@dbmlaw.ca

PERSONALS

MAKE A Connection. Real  
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!  
250-220-1300 or 1-800-210- 
1010. www.livelinks.com  18+0

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

INFORMATION INFORMATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

LOST AND FOUND

MISSING: LARGE TABBY cat   
(from Kingfisher area - since  
Sat., Feb. 10th). Has collar  
with name & telephone num- 
ber on it.  Call:  250 538-5537

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HIP OR KNEE REPLACE- 
MENT? Arthritic Condi- 
tions/COPD? Restrictions in  
Walking/Dressing? Disability  
Tax Credit $2,000 Tax Credit  
$20,000 Refund. Apply Today  
For Assistance: 1-844-453- 
5372.

TWO AMAZING VENDING  
OPPORTUNITIES. ALL CASH  
Business, Part/Full Time. Plus  
Raise Money for Missing 
Children or Breast Cancer 
Research. Details CALL 
NOW 1-866-668-6629 Ext 1.  
www.tcvend.com
www.vendingforhope.com

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!  
In-demand career! Employers  
have work-at-home positions  
available. Get online training  
you need from an employer- 
trusted program.  Visit: Care- 
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768- 
3362 to start training for your  
work-at-home career today!

 STAFF LITIGATION LAW- 
YER required to serve our cli- 
ents in Kelowna and Penticton  
Registries.  Experience in BC  
Courts, family law, commer- 
cial, and estates is desired.   
dmiller@kelownalegal.com 

       
      Supported by

250-537-2770
saltspringhospice.org

When love 
touches someone’s 
pain, it becomes 

compassion.

ODeeply loved and never forgotten

WILFRIED 
HERMANN GUSTAV 

ORTLEPP
Oct. 29, 1928 – Feb. 4, 2018

“Und meine Seele spannte
 weit ihre Flügel aus, 

fl og durch die stillen Lande, 
als fl öge sie nach Haus”

~ Joseph Freiherr von Eichendorff

He showed great courage, strength, and dignity in 
life and in passing on. His nobility and spirit are a 
lasting gift to us, and he will always be remembered 
by his wife Wiebke, daughters and their husbands, 
Christine and Phil, Stephanie and Wolfgang, 
grandchildren John and Gwyneth, and many friends. 

At his request, he will be cremated with no formal 
service, and his ashes scattered by his family at the 
places he loved best. A celebration of his life will be 
planned at a later date.

 A very special “Thank you” to all the medical 
professionals who helped with his care.

=<
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PROTECT 
OUR 
PLANET...

RECYCLE THIS 
NEWSPAPER.

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:00 AM

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALTH PRODUCTS

Get up to $50,000 from the 
Government of Canada. Do 
you or someone you know 
have any of these Conditions? 
ADHD, Anxiety, Arthritis, Asth-
ma, Cancer, COPD, Depres-
sion, Diabetes, Diffi culty Walk-
ing, Fibromyalgia, Irritable 
Bowels, Overweight, Trouble 
Dressing...and Hundreds 
more. ALL Ages & Medical 
Conditions Qualify. CALL THE 
BENEFITS PROGRAM 
1-(800)-211-3550 

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN

Helset Design

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FURNITURE

SOLID MAHOGANY Drop-
leaf Table 4x4 feet $500. 
OBO Call: 250 537-9774

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MON-
EY with your own bandmill - 
Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. FREE Info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/400OT 1-800-567-
0404 Ext:400OT.

MISCELLANEOUS WANTED

WANTED: recently cut or fallen ar-
butus branches. Please call either: 
250-537-0710 or 250-931-2027.

RENTALS

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT
Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

STORAGE

TIP OF THE WEEK

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. 
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.6871

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) When it comes to 
friends, it is important to be your own best one. 
This is true for all of us. Then, all your outer 
best friends will become sparkling clear: those 
who support you to be your own. Doing so is 
not selfi sh, it is authentic. When you do it with 
love, you operate from your heart center and 
generosity and sharing naturally fl ow. The time 
is right to meditate on the meaning of true love.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) The surf is up, but it 
may not be literal waves that you are riding. 
They could manifest as waves of ambition and 
determination combined with inspiration and 
love, for example. Like big blue-green surges 
under a clear blue ‘chemtrail-less’ sky, as na-
ture intended it, and as the golden rays pen-
etrate warmth down to your bones. Big times 
for you!
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Sweet dreams are 
fl owing through your consciousness. Like a 
blissful reverie, you can linger there all day. 
Yet, you are also feeling the push to make 
those dreams so, to manifest them in the ma-
terial. A healthy dose of creative discipline is 
at least one cornerstone of this process. The 
good news is that it will fl ow naturally as soon 
as you begin.
Cancer (Jun 22 – Jul 22) Visions of possibility 
have held you captivated for some weeks now, 
maybe even months. To this end, you have 
recently felt the urge to purge and replace 
the old with the new. Is it possessions or re-
lationships, or thoughts or attitudes or… that 
you have been recycling. Anyway, that cycle 
is giving way now to a fuller spectrum of that 
envisioning process.

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 23) Fantasies have their place 
and, invited or not, they have made their way 
into the deepest reaches of your mind. This is 
where your imagination likes to engage and 
play, as well. This process will not only con-
tinue, it will deepen over the coming weeks. 
It will have an impact on your relationship life 
as well. All the while, it is good to discern be-
tween what is fantasy and what is reality.
Virgo (Aug 24 – Sep 22) The need to balancing 
your daily realities with your dreams of possi-
bility has been extra important of late. Dreams 
have a way of pushing through when their tim-
ing of destiny has arrived. As well, if you are ex-
periencing repressions and hungers, they will 
push their way into consciousness even more 
strongly. If necessary, they will also push you to 
dig deeply to excavate the truth of your desires.
Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22) A process of stretch-
ing your mind to embrace new possibilities 
continues. In addition to inspiration, neces-
sity may also be playing a role. You have come 
this far and now it is time to push through to 
a whole new level of success. Yet, you have 
to be willing to do the work and pay the price. 
This includes confronting possible fears. Don’t 
proudly defend, honestly identify.
Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21) Laying claim to the 
full measure of your sense of individuality is 
extra important to you now. Creative inspira-
tions of possibility have been taunting you to 
go the extra distance. You, more than most, 
know that doing so requires even more access 
to who you are and why you are here. But, if 
you don’t know this as fully as you might ben-
efi t from doing so, here is your invitation.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21) Your mind 
has been racing with thoughts and ideas. A 
growing sense of determination to explore 
new territory is featured. Yet your focus may 
be at least as much to venture into the deep-
er reaches of your own mind than even to 
explore foreign and exotic lands somewhere 
remote on the planet. At least if you can’t get 
away literally, you have a fl uid backup plan.
Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19) Somehow over 
the past few months, you have likely taken 
a defi nite turn. Old commitments no longer 
have the grip they once did and you fi nd 
yourself needing to decipher your next best 
direction. A top priority is to increase your 
luck and opportunity by reaching out to 
friends new and old. Contacts, connections, 
reconnections; sounds like a social media 
party.
Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 19) Balancing focus 
with fl exibility and replacing fear with faith is 
an important Current theme. Acceptance of 
what it combined with a spirit of adventure 
will activate your inner reserves of confi -
dence. A core theme has and continues to 
surround opening your mind to new modes 
of perception and self-concepts.
Pisces (Feb 20 – Mar 20) The Sun enter-
ing your sign this week will activate new 
initiatives. With the energies of the Solar 
Eclipse close enough to your sign, you will 
feel its impact, even if you are born later in 
March, actually. It will activate you to make 
connections and will also stimulate the fl ow 
of earned rewards and karmic returns. Net-
work!

The 1st Solar Eclipse of 2018 occurs on February 15th. It is packed with 
a lot of power potential. Yet, there stands to be a pull to the past tugging 
against a push for the future. It is generally past to move forward, but some 
are destined to slow an otherwise excessively fast pace. Humanity is turning 
a sharp corner this year and, as usual, the results will likely be mixed. The big 
news is the steadily emerging realization that an economic revolution that has 
already been underway for since 2009 in the form of crypto-currencies will 
likely become much bigger in the news. Interestingly, 2009 was the fi rst 11 
year since 1910 which was the second of two last century. But there will be 
one every 9 years in this new century and millennium for centuries to come! 
11 is the number of metaphysics and this suggests a continual process of 
changes that will prove revolutionary and paradoxical all the way. Chinese 
New Year always begins with the New Moon in Aquarius. The Chinese may 
not have consciously intended it to work that way, but it does and it quite 
apropos given the unique fact that the New Year always begins on a different 
day from year to year somewhere between January 20 to February 18th. This 
is the Year of the Earth Dog ~ Gung Hey Fat Choy! This is one of the many 
dialects in China that says: Happy New Year!
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sports&recreation
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

recreationrecreation
RUNNING 

Hastily assembled Cedar course adds race excitement
Next Sneakers challenge is 
Hatley Castle 8K

SUBMITTED BY SALT SPRING SNEAKERS
Don’t ever suggest road running is bor-

ing! Once again, the Salt Spring Sneakers 
road racing team left the island on the 
morning of Feb. 4 for another off-island 
race, passing through downpours and 
ground fog on the way to Cedar for the 
third race in the Island Race series. 

Travelling up Cedar Road to reach 
the start line we passed a gathering 
group of BC Hydro trucks on the race 
course to be told as we reached race 
registration that a driver had cracked 
a hydro pole and fled the scene earlier 
in the morning, that the transportation 
ministry had withdrawn permission 
to use the road for the race in order to 
restore power to that neighbourhood, 
and that the race organizers were out 
finding a new course.

 As we gathered at the start line, we 
did notice that the temperature was 
substantially warmer than last year 
and there was no precipitation, only 

low fog, but details about the new 
course were sparse, only that we were 
to follow the instructions of the course 
marshals. We were running into the 
unknown.

 Cedar has long been known for its 
two gut-wrenching ravines accumulat-
ing nearly 100 metres of climbing in 
four short climbs over an otherwise 
gradual 12-km course, having a repu-
tation that many local runners dread. 
As it turned out, the quickly assembled 
new course had an equivalent amount 
of climbing, but spread out over the 
entire course and then ending in a 
sprint for the finish uphill through a 
grassed school yard, a feature of the 
old course, but this time softened into 
a mud-patch by rain. The organizers 
did advise that because of the short 
notice, they were unable to get the 
course certified, and that they suspect-
ed the course was slightly short of 12 
kms. GPS tracking suggests that it was 
25 metres short.

Because of injuries and illness, the 
Sneakers were only able to muster half 
of their usual strength for this race. For-

tunately, those who did present at the 
start line outdid themselves, making up 
for the lack of reserves with stellar per-
formances. All the Sneakers finished in 
the top five of their age groups, earning 
one gold, one silver, two bronze med-
als and two 5th-place ribbons. Those 
results maintained the Sneakers’ posi-
tion as the top of the 43 small teams 
racing in the Island Race series.

First across the line for the Sneakers 
in a time of 53:54 was Pat Peron, whose 
time earned him 72nd place out of 280 
runners, 62nd of 139 males and fifth out 
of 22 in his ultra-competitive 60-64 age 
group.

The second Sneaker across the fin-

ish line was Lise Fraser, whose time of 
56:13 earned her another first by 3.5 
minutes in her 60-64 age group, 21st 
among 141 women and 92nd of 280 
runners.

The third Sneaker across the fin-
ish line was Janice Dickie. Her time 
of 58:08 earned her a third of 17 in 
her 50-54 age group, 32nd woman and 
112th finisher.

The fourth Sneaker to finish was Eric 
Ellis, whose time of 59:49 earned him a 
second place of seven in his 70-74 age 
group, 86th male to finish and 126th of 
all runners.

Marion Young was the fifth Sneaker 
across the finish line. Young’s time of 
1:00:59 earned her a third place of 15 in 
her 60-64 age group, 42nd woman and 
135th finisher.

The sixth Sneaker to finish was Cath-
erine Bennett, whose time of 1:10:09 
earned her a fifth of seven in her 65-69 
age group, 83rd woman and 202nd of 
the 280 who finished.

The next challenge will be the Hatley 
Castle 8K, which is notorious for its 62 
metres of climbing in the first 3.4 kms.

Because of injuries and illness, 
the Sneakers were only able 
to muster half of their usual 
strength for this race. 
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OlD BOYS SOCCER 

New training methods lead to four in a row
Old Boys benefit from
the ‘tingle’

By FRASER HOPE 
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Under sunny skies a large holiday crowd 
turned out for the home game, with the Old 
Boys hosting Vantreights 48s on Sunday 
morning at GISS field.

Many were there out of a sense of duty, 
this being B.C. Family Day weekend. Some 
came out of intrigue to observe the positive 
effects of Old Boys training techniques after 
references in the game reports to altitude 
training, the power of zen and yoga, and the 
latest fad of Autonomous Sensory Meridian 
Response (ASMR). Some had brought  bars 
of brightly covered soaps (this being Salt 
Spring) and various styles of peelers all 
ready to create that “tingling feeling,” obvi-
ously not expecting any from the Old Boys’ 
performance on the pitch. 

Three longtime senior fans discussed the 
merits of ASMR over the new “herbal” oint-
ments that could now be obtained without 
prescription following changes to B.C. legis-
lation. Both appeared to have positive ben-
efits in alleviating joint pain. I was hoping 
that all that peeling was on tatties for mince. 
No such luck!

After the prematch warm-ups, manager 
Graham Tweddle called for a volunteer to 
play for Vantreights, whose three best strik-
ers missed the ferry. Kerry Walker quickly 
reached for a visitor shirt after observing the 
teams in their warm-up drills and knowing 
he would play a full 90 minutes. As a home 
game the Old Boys bench was stacked with 
substitutes.

Old Boys kicked off and, with roars of Olé! 
Olé ringing around the stadium, passed the 
ball throughout the team until the final pass 
went into touch. Old Boys had not crossed 
the centre line. Walker may have made a 
wise choice to play for the opposition.

Vantreights had obviously scouted the 
Old Boys thoroughly, knowing their reputa-
tion as a “ticki-taka” (not to be compared 

with ticky tacky), skillful passing team. 
Vantreights pressed high from the kick-off 
and pinned the home team in their own 
third of the field.  Gradually growing more 
confident and feeling the “tingle” from the 
fans in the stands, the Old Boys began to 
dominate with the midfield playing one of 
their more inspired games. 

Providing opportunities to strikers 
Mike McCormick and David Toynbee 
that were thwarted by the ever-compe-
tent Vantreights goalkeeper, Mark Aston 
and Dave Eadie decided to advance and 
add to the strike force. A left-footed Eadie 
power shot curled ‘round a defender and 
left the keeper unable to stop the opening 
goal. Quickly Grigor Hope (as the reporter 
Hope I am contractually obliged to men-
tion family in any report)  placed a deli-
cately weighted pass into the path of an 
Old Boy — what’s his name? Maybe Mark 
Aston who tapped/raked a shot beyond 
the keeper to extend the lead to 2-0. It is all 
about the midfield.

A refereeing decision not to award a pen-
alty kick to Vantreights after a consultation 
between the referee and his assistant on the 
far side was graciously accepted by the visi-
tors. In his opposition role, Walker tried 
to claw back the deficit with headers and 
shots but was unable to claim goals for his 
adopted team and the half ended with Old 
Boys satisfied with a two-goal advantage.  

Normally the experienced Vantreights 
keeper provides a soul-sapping obstacle to 
the Old Boys’ attack but today the midfield 
found a weak spot in his defence.

Forced changes at the half saw Hope 
limp off with a leg injury, which would only 
help mask his lack of fitness in the sec-
ond session. Andrew Haigh, who had been 
observing from the stands, was forced to tie 
up the laces and substitute. A readjustment 
in the team formation saw the earlier cohe-
sion of the midfield falter somewhat. Noth-
ing new there was the verdict of the press 
box and more astute fans alluding to the 
propensity for Old Boys performance to 
drop in the second half of a game.  

In fact, Henry Braak, who had little to 
do in nets in the first half, saw a flurry of 
intensive Vantreights pressure with the 
post coming to his rescue on two occa-
sions. Donny Brown, wishing to improve 
his match fitness, swapped shirts and aug-
mented the opposition attack and suddenly 
a 2-0 lead was not so comfortable!

In all-out attack mode, Vantreights left 
themselves open to the counter attack. On 
a  rampage up the right wing, McCormick 
cursed as soon as the ball left his boot at his 
ineptitude of a cross, which to his amaze-
ment and to the amusement of the crowd, 
sailed over the keeper’s head into the top 
corner of the net for the 3-0 lead. Almost as 
a reaction to his blooper of a goal, McCor-
mick roared back up the field to net his 
second for a commanding 4-0 scoreline.

Vantreights, Walker and Brown were 
determined to break Braak’s shut-out and 
so it seems was Ben Cooper, who was anx-
ious to get on the Golden Boot scoring sys-
tem.  Maybe as a balance to a non-awarded 
“spot on penalty” of the first half, Cooper 
made a valiant attempt to tackle a visiting 
striker in the home penalty box with the 
referee having no option but to award a 
penalty.  

The fans were hoping against hope that 
Walker would take the spot kick and ensure 
the Old Boys scored all of the goals and 
assists in a game two weeks running.  
Vantreights had observed Walker’s earlier 
attempts and decided to go with their first 
choice, the goalkeeper, who emphatical-
ly reduced the scoreline and ended Braak’s 
shut-out hopes.

As the final minutes ran out in the match, 
nodding heads acknowledged that it was 
the high-altitude training (especially for 
Eadie); the yoga/meditation; and especially 
the frantic peeling amongst the crowd that 
provided a satisfied tingling at the Old Boys’ 
four wins in a row.

Old Boys strive for five on Saturday, Feb. 
17 at GISS at 10:30 a.m. versus SSTC Power 
48s, although this may be amended at a 
later date.

wRESTlING 

Local boys bring home wrestling medals to Salt Spring
Island team travels to Campbell 
River, Abbotsford

Salt Spring Island wrestlers have spent 
the early part of 2018 proving their skills 
around the province, with recent tourna-
ments in Abbotsford and Campbell River 
netting medals for island boys.

Three Salt Spring team members par-
ticipated in the Western Age Class Wrestling 
Tournament held at the Envision Athletic 
Centre at the University of the Fraser Valley 
from Jan. 25 to 27. The tournament’s match-
es are created by age, rather than weight, 
so athletes of the same age can have sig-
nificantly different years of experience in 
the sport.

Danny Villa-Gomez (senior boys divi-
sion), William Rithaler (junior boys) and 
Finn Hughes (elementary boys) met stiff 
competition in a field of over 350 athletes 
participating from all over B.C. and Alberta.

“Danny and William met some of their 
toughest opponents yet this season, being 
challenged in matches where their oppo-
nents had much experience and different 
techniques they don’t usually see in their 
own zone competitions,” said parent corre-
spondent Loretta Rithaler. 

“Danny finished eighth and William ninth 
in the two most challenging weight classes, 

with all matches (except one) being against 
opponents from the Lower Mainland or 
Alberta. All matches in these weight classes 
were exciting to watch and terrific learning 
opportunities for the young athletes.”

As well, Hughes had a great first “big tour-
ney” experience, earning a silver medal in 
the 40 to 42-kilogram weight class in the 
elementary boys division (under 13 years).  

A broad representation from the Salt 
Spring Island Wrestling Team turned out for 
the Campbell River Invitational Tournament 
on Feb. 3. All six athletes finished in the top 
four of their weight class.

For the middle school boys, Hughes 
earned a bronze medal in the 43 to 46-kg 
class with teammate Julius Galea coming 
in fourth. Finley Lesosky earned a bronze 
medal in the  41-kg class. Sawyer Lesosky 
and Rithaler each earned a fourth-place fin-
ish in the 45 and 48-kg classes, respectively. 

Competing in the seniors boys division, 
Villa-Gomez won the silver medal in the 
66-kg category. 

Coach Leon Esquivel expressed his pride 
in the young group to have achieved such 
success in a short time. 

“Two of the athletes have been with the 
club for a few years and have experienced 
a lot of growth and are working very hard in 
two of the most challenging weight classes 
in the sport this season. There is no question 

they are competing in tough matches, but 
are showing great determination. The four 
youngest wrestlers who competed in this 
event had an opportunity to apply some of 
the moves they have learned in their first 
year with the club, with success.”

The next event for Villa-Gomez and 
Rithaler is the Island Zone Tournament this 
Saturday, Feb. 17 at Chemainus Secondary 
School. After that is provincial champion-
ships held at the Port Alberni Multiplex from 
March 1-3.

phOtO COURtESY SAlt SpRINg WREStlINg 

From left, wrestlers William Rithaler, Danny Villa-gomez and Finn hughes and team coach 
leon Esquivel at the Western Age Class Wrestling tournament held at the University of the 
Fraser Valley.
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