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SPECIAL GUEST: Judith Guichon, the Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia, takes a question from a Fernwood Elementary School 
student during an event on Tuesday morning. Guichon also visited Salt Spring Island Middle and Gulf Islands Secondary schools.  

Naloxone kits now available
At hospital, health unit and for take-home use

HASSI gives
project
updates at
open house
Facility upgrades planned on 
land and sea

BY PAT BURKETTE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

With the keywords of input and infor-
mation on their minds, the Harbour 
Authority of Salt Spring Island hosted an 
open house at Lions Hall on Saturday to 
discuss upcoming and ongoing projects 
in Salt Spring’s public fishing harbours.

These projects range from a floatplane 
dock reconfiguration, floatplane waiting 
room construction, expansion and reno-
vation of the harbour office in Ganges, 
development of a mural to complete 
boat ramp construction, a Kanaka plaza 
concept to provide Manson Road access 
in co-operation with the CRD, and addi-
tional Kids Don’t Float kiosks.

“The idea,” said HASSI chair Kathy 
Scarfo, “is to inform people about what 
we are doing.” 

Alongside Scarfo, HASSI’s board of 
directors — Chris Acheson, Peter Cod-
ling, Lee Ann Gordon, Christine Hunt, 
Cornelia Krikke, Saint Clair McColl and 
vice-chair Per Svendsen — were at the 
event attended by about 30 people. 

HASSI’s self-stated purpose is “to oper-
ate, maintain and manage public fishing 
harbours, the extension of which also 
provides facilities, services and safety to 
a wide variety of community and marine 
stakeholders, such as free dockside boat 
inspections, commercial fishing and rec-
reational moorage, potable water and 
black water pump-out, boat ramp and 
washroom and shower facilities.” 

HARBOUR MANAGEMENT 

HEALTH CARE 
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Take-home naloxone kits are now avail-
able from two Salt Spring health care outlets 
as Island Health attempts to respond to the 
province-wide opioid crisis.

Island Health had distributed more than 
4,100 publicly funded kits across the Van-
couver Island region as of Jan. 21, and has 
trained more than 600 staff members at 
nearly 60 sites on how to administer them.

People who consume opioids or sub-
stances that might contain fentanyl, carfen-
tanyl or heroin can fi nd the overdose rever-
sal drug at the Salt Spring Public Health 
Offi ce and Lady Minto Hospital’s emergen-
cy department. People who are most likely 
to witness and respond to an overdose, 
including parents, partners and peers, are 
also encouraged to take home one of the 
publicly funded kits, 

“Naloxone saves lives,” said public health 

nurse Jenny Redpath. “Here on Salt Spring 
Island, we are pleased to be able to offer nal-
oxone training and kits to people who need 
this life-saving drug the most.”

Redpath also encourages individuals who 
are going to use illegal drugs to avoid using 
alone, and to make sure someone is around 
who is willing and able to seek help if an 
overdose happens.

NALOXONE  continued on 2 HASSI  continued on 2
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Ron Taylor                                           Galiano Island Realty           galianois.com 

Reduced

ron@galianois.com    250-539-0256    www.galianois.com 

South end Home and Studio •  33 Seaview Terrace •  Well-built and cared for 1,100 sqft Rancher • 2  bedrooms • 1 .11 private acres •  440 square foot studio/workshop •  Walk to ferries, 
stores, school and parks •   $389,000 

5 Acre View  Lots 

From $239,000 plus gst   

The Estates at Panorama •  6 lots to choose from •  All with Views of Georgia Strait •  approximately 5 acres each •  Power at lot line •  Well •  House sites and View cleared •  Private access easement  ( Panorama Lane)  to driveways on each lot  •  Next to Bodega Ridge Park •  

Southend Acreage  • 1 184 Porlier Pass Road •  3.38 acres •  cleared and forested areas  •  Simple 960 sqft home with 3 bedrooms •  Creek and bottom land area  •   
$251,000 

Beau Vista Estates 
From $169,000 plus gst   

Beau Vista Estates on Bodega Beach Drive •  6 lots to choose from •  3 with Views of Georgia Strait •  from 4.97 acres •  Power will be 
along access easement •  Well on each lot •   View sites cleared •  Private access ease-

ment ( Beau Vista Lane )  to each lot •  Backs onto Bodega Ridge Park •  

Ocean View •  2.02 acre share in Therah Coop •  101 Lovers Lane •  260 sqft cabin with ocean view •  100 acres of common land •  Mixed Forest setting •  Garden site available on 
common lands •  $99,000 

Only 5 lots left  

The Estates at Panorama •  5 lots to choose from •  All with Views of Georgia Strait •  approximately 5 acres each •  Power at lot line •  Well •  House sites with View cleared •  Private access easement  ( Panorama Lane)  to driveways on each lot  •  Next to Bodega Ridge Park •  
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes88$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes88$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

NATurE 

Drought cycle tapped as stench culprit
Fernwood sulphur reek 
investigated

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s recent pattern of summer drought 
and above-average precipitation in the fall and 
winter may have brought about a peculiarly 
smelly situation on the island’s north end.

The “Fernwood Reek” can be described as a 
strong sulphuric swamp gas that’s been notice-
able on a short section of North End Road — 
even inside moving vehicles — over the past few 
months. To the east, the area is close to some of 
the famous saline springs that give the island its 
name. There is a documented peat soil deposit 
to the west.

Harold Harkema’s family has lived since 
around 1959 on a large farm where some of the 
springs are located, on land now owned by Rob 
and Sally Dailly. A strange phenomenon of mov-
ing fields has long been witnessed on part of the 
property.

“We’ve always called it the floating swamp,” 
said Harold’s wife Sandy Harkema. “Basically it’s 
like a bog, and it’s very interesting.”

Harkema added that many visitors have been 
asking about the smell this year. It’s not some-
thing the family has ever experienced before to 
such a degree.

“It is bad now and we don’t know why,” she 
said. “We would like to know, too.” 

According to water-research.net, sulphur-

reducing bacteria, which use sulphur as an ener-
gy source, are the primary producers of large 
quantities of hydrogen sulphide — the gas most 
commonly associated with the rotten egg smell. 
The bacteria live in oxygen-deficient environ-
ments and chemically change natural sulphates 
in water to hydrogen sulphide (H2S). They flour-
ish in hot water, which is why hot springs often 
carry a reek.

“Hydrogen sulphide gas also occurs naturally 
in some groundwater. It is formed from decom-
posing underground deposits of organic matter 
such as decaying plant material,” the website 
explains. 

H2S can enter surface water through springs, 
from where it escapes into the atmosphere. It is 
often present in wells drilled in shale or sandstone 
— of which much of Salt Spring’s north end is 
composed — and near coal or peat deposits and 
oil fields. 

While the smell might therefore originate in 
the island’s springs, it could actually be the peat 
bog that is the source. An article by Lily Strelich 
in Eos: Earth and Space Science News explains 
how drought changes that way peat bogs cycle 
mercury and sulphur.

“Drought conditions can effectively transform 
peat bogs from sulphate sinks to sources by oxi-
dizing the peat deposits and mobilizing the sul-
phate that they had previously sequestered,” she 
writes. 

The article further explains that peat is nor-
mally saturated and without oxygen, but drought 
conditions can dry and oxidize it, releasing sul-
phate when the peat is rewetted.

Facilities included in the licence 
agreement between HASSI and 
the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans include Burgoyne Bay, 
Fulford Inner Harbour, Ganges 
Centennial Wharf, Ganges Kanaka 
Wharf, Musgrave Landing, Vesuvius 
Bay, the former transport dock at 
Fulford Outer Harbour, and the for-
mer transport dock in Ganges (the 
Coast Guard Wharf). In total, eight 
different facilities are managed in 
five different harbours. 

Scarfo acknowledged that serv-
ing all stakeholders can be difficult. 
As well as providing fishing, com-
mercial and recreational moorage, 
HASSI has to look at critical harbour 
access for services such as police 
and ambulance, not to mention 
Ganges’ all-important only pump-
out station, which serves all Gulf 
Islands. Space for pleasure boats 
on government docks is limited in 
HASSI harbours, which charge one 
third less than private marinas. In 
Ganges, Centennial Dock is full, 

and there is a waiting list. 
“But we are not in the business of 

competing with private facilities,” 
said Scarfo. 

She noted that a major question 
for HASSI is “How can we maxi-
mize commercial use and still keep 
active harbours? We’re still looking 
at, within the footprint we’ve got, 
how to make this better.” 

Making it better is the reason for 
showcasing current projects at this 
first open house. 

A floatplane dock reconfigura-
tion is in the works to accommo-
date a larger plane for Salt Spring 
Air. (See separate story in this issue.) 

Construction of a floatplane 
waiting room to replace the exist-
ing Cy Peck wheelhouse structure 
is currently out for tender both on 
and off island. 

“The Cy Peck has gone past its 
expiry date,” said HASSI board 
member McColl.  

The harbour office next to Cen-
tennial Dock will also be renovated, 
with architectural drawings already 
contracted for the project. An addi-
tional floor will be added. 

“Renovation of the first floor will 
focus on creating a space that is 
just for clients, meaning anybody 
who walks in the door with ques-
tions and problems,” said harbour 
manager Jim Heath. “The new 
upper floor gives us our own meet-
ing space, work space and storage 
space. The construction and reno-
vation will be paid for with money 
earned from our own 25 years of 
operation. We have a set of draw-
ings we will put out for proposal, 
and then determine if the appropri-
ate budget is available.” 

Drawings are available for view-
ing, and Heath is still looking for 
some public input on roof styling, 
asking for indications of preference 
for a peak or shed-style roof.

Director Acheson also wants 
some input on a mural that will 
complete the recent boat ramp 
upgrade at Centennial Dock.

“HASSI is soliciting ideas for the 
design of a mural which will be dis-
played behind the harbour author-
ity building beside the boat ramp. 
Drop off ideas at the office, and 
we’re especially looking for histori-

cal photos of old vessels. We’re open 
for suggestions and volunteers, and 
will be contacting the Salt Spring 
Arts Council as well,” said Acheson.

Scarfo points out that HASSI has 
long had a memorandum of agree-
ment and regular meetings with the 
CRD to discuss mutual issues. Now 
that the CRD has received occu-
pancy rights for Manson Road in 
Ganges, she expects discussion to 
proceed on developing a Kanaka 
plaza concept that recognizes the 
need for emergency and service 
access.

HASSI would also like to see 
ideas for expansion of the Kids 
Don’t Float project, which currently 
provides loaner life jacket kiosks at 
two locations. 

Scarfo said Saturday’s open 
house was “the first in a series of a 
more constructive way to engage in 
dialogue.” 

HASSI meetings are not public, 
but both Scarfo and Svendsen said 
that they welcome public input in 
writing, emphasizing that any letter 
that goes into the drop-box in the 
HASSI office comes to the board.

CrIME

Police ask
for info
Vehicle damage reported

The Salt Spring RCMP detachment 
had over 60 calls for service over the 
past week, including a hit and run at 
the Thrifty Foods parking lot.  

A Salt Spring resident reported that 
his vehicle was struck while parked 
on Thursday, Jan. 26, at approximately 
12:30 p.m. The vehicle sustained dam-
age to the bumper and front quarter 
panel. The person responsible for the 
damage did not remain at the scene. 

Also on Thursday, a driver reported 
to RCMP that while travelling near the 
skate park, an unknown person threw 
something at his vehicle, breaking the 
rear passenger window. Possible wit-
nesses were interiewed, but none were 
able to identify the suspect. 

RCMP are asking anyone who may 
have information about either the col-
lision or the window-breaking inci-
dent to call the local detachment, or 
Crime Stoppers for those who wish to 
remain anonymous.

In other police business, RCMP 
issued a 90-day immediate roadside 
suspension after witnessing a pick-
up truck travelling at a high speed on 
Rainbow Road in the early morning 
hours of Jan. 28. Police stopped the 
vehicle and determined the driver had 
a warrant for arrest from a nearby juris-
diction and was currently impaired by 
alcohol. The driver was arrested on the 
warrant and released a short time later. 
The vehicle was impounded.

Crime Stoppers Bernie 
death video posted

Crime Stoppers has posted a video 
appealing to the public to assist with 
solving the murder of Joseph Bernie 
on Salt Spring in October of 2015. 

Titled “Who would kill the B.C. man 
known as the ‘Gentle Giant’?” and 
viewable via the Driftwood’s Facebook 
page or Global TV’s website, the seg-
ment outlines what is known about 
Bernie and how he died in an aban-
doned Fulford home. It also shows a 
photo of Bernie’s guitar, which went 
missing after his death, and which 
police feel may be key to finding a sus-
pect or suspects. 

If anyone has any information 
regarding Bernie’s death or the days 
leading up to the discovery of his body 
in Fulford Creek on Oct. 10, 2015, they 
are urged to call the Crime Stoppers 
24/7 tip line at 1-800-222-8477 or leave 
a tip online at www.bccrimestoppers.
com. All contributions are anony-
mous. 

HASSI 
continued from1 

Public input wanted on mural, office reno

Photo BY ElizABEth NolAN 

A boggy landscape north of Fernwood Road, 
where mysteriously strong sulphur smells have 
been noticeable this winter.
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Long Harbour 
shore work 
undertaken

A shoreline stabilization proj-
ect being undertaken by BC 
Ferries at Long Harbour could 
result in some traffic congestion 
in the terminal area. 

The work will commence on 
Feb. 8 and is expected to be 
completed by March 3.

BC Ferries says the work will 
involve excavating equipment 
and delivery of rock fill, with all 
activity limited to weekdays and 
during daylight hours.

“There will be no impact to 
operations,” states BC Ferries. 
“However, customers may expe-

rience an increase in traffic con-
gestion while accessing the foot 
passenger pick-up and drop-off 
parking area.”

BC Ferries adds that it has 
conducted an environmental 
assessment of the required work 
and all necessary precautions to 
protect the environment will be 
in place.

Driftwood 
staffing sees 
temporary
switch-up

Driftwood readers will notice 
a couple of different contribu-
tor names in this issue of the 
paper. 

Longtime Salt  Spring resi-
dents Pat Burkette and Dawn 
Hage will  be providing some 
community coverage and sto-
ries in the Driftwood for the 
next few months, while senior 
reporter Sean McIntyre is on a 
leave of absence until the end 
of April. 

Burkette is a freelance writer 
whose work has been published 
in several daily newspapers and 
magazines, including the Drift-
wood’s own Aqua magazine.

Perhaps best known for her 
musical activities, including her 
position as Salt Spring Concert 
Band director, Hage has worked 
at the Driftwood in the past 
and done additional writing 
and editing work on a freelance 
basis. 

News bRiefs

HatE sPEECH

Offensive graffiti discovered at island bus shelter
Community 
discussion about 
racism proposed 

bY eLiZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s celebrated 
inclusive community is not 
immune to the open dis-
crimination that has been 
unleashed around the world 
since Donald Trump’s elec-
tion as U.S. president, as the 
discovery of a vandalized 
bus shelter demonstrated 
last week.

Ren Ferguson was among 
the first to notice the new 
waves of spray paint cover-
ing a homemade bus shel-
ter at the corner of Isle View 
Drive and Salt Spring Way. 
Along with the references 
to drugs and amateurish 
tag symbols were the word 
“Trump,” swastikas and 
offensive remarks involving 
Jewish and black people. 

“We’re seeing the dark 
side of our world emerge, 
and yes, it’s scary,” said 
Ferguson’s partner Rowan 
Percy, who alerted the Drift-
wood about the incident on 
Jan. 24 after Ferguson made 
a police report. 

“But it also needs to be 
met somehow with wis-
dom. I’m not sure what that 
would look like, but I think 
we need to have some other 
response than fear, loathing, 
repulsion, anger . . . I am left 
with more questions than 
answers,” Percy said. 

It would be easy to write 
the episode off as the stu-
pid behaviour of young 

people under the influence 
who wanted to seem bad, 
but in today’s international 
climate, words that espouse 
hatred are especially loaded. 
They have the ability to pro-
voke real violence against 
people deemed “different.” 
They’re also not regular 
slang among all, or perhaps 
most, teenagers.

“It’s a bit extreme. There’s 
other words that could have 
been used,” Grade 12 stu-
dent Jimmy Steel said in ref-
erence to one of the drug-
use lines, which involved a 
racist slur. 

“Racism’s never okay,” he 
added.

Jimmy’s father Richard 
Steel built the bus shelter 
some 12 to 14 years ago, on 
the corner of the property 
they used to own and which 
is now owned by Richard’s 
sister, where several neigh-
bourhood families used to 
wait for the school bus. Since 
most of the kids have now 
grown up and moved on and 
other people have been put-
ting it to less desirable use, 
father and son spent Friday 
afternoon removing the 
well-built shelter board by 
board.

“I think it’s served its pur-
pose,” Richard Steel com-
mented. 

The fact that anyone 
would have left such toxic 
words behind has been 
upsetting to many in the 
quiet neighbourhood and 
throughout the communi-
ty. Rachel Jacobson, a resi-
dent who lives nearby, has a 
direct relationship with the 
hatred behind the swastika. 

Her mother survived Aus-
chwitz; her father’s Russian 
Jewish family were all mur-
dered by fascists. 

“A swastika is way beyond 
‘bad.’ There isn’t even a word 
for how bad, evil, abomina-
ble it is. Nothing comes close 
to describing it accurately,” 
she wrote to the Driftwood. 
“It is our responsibility to 
make sure people know this.”

Stop Racism and Hate 
Canada (stopracism.ca) 
notes Sections 318 and 319 of 
the Criminal Code of Canada 
make it an offence to advo-
cate genocide, incite hatred 
or make public statements 
that promote hatred against 
an identifiable group, based 
on ethnicity and/or colour 
of skin — although for a con-
viction the accused must be 
proved to have intentionally 
acted out of hatred.

Sharyn Carroll is an educa-
tional assistant and SWOVA 
program coordinator who 
works with youth in the Gulf 
Islands School District. As 
a person of colour she has 
directly encountered rac-
ism, both in the streets of Salt 
Spring and in local schools. 

“Addressing issues of race 
in our communities takes 
a willingness to admit that 
racism does exist here, just 
as it does in many Canadian 
communities. Communities 
need to be willing to edu-
cate themselves about inter-
sectional discrimination, 
whether that be through 
the internet, books, articles, 
discussion groups or else-
where,” Carroll said.

“It also takes courage to 
ask questions. And this is the 

tricky part because it is not 
the responsibility of margin-
alized groups to teach and 
educate those who aren’t. 
Rather, it is those in positions 
of privilege who need to edu-
cate themselves and their 
peers about these issues.”

The heart of the SWOVA’s 
violence prevention program-
ming for youth — encom-
passing physical, verbal and 
emotional forms — is based 

on education and awareness 
around power and privilege. 
Students learn to talk about 
what discrimination looks 
like and how it works. From 
awareness, hopefully, comes 
advocacy for social justice.

SWOVA’s executive direc-
tor Kiran Dhingra also said it 
would be wrong to just dis-
miss the graffiti.

“I do see writing these 
statements as an act of vio-

lence because it is hurtful and 
hateful,” she said.

“I think it speaks to the fact 
that racism and discrimina-
tion does exist in our com-
munity. You don’t want it to 
steal the show of all the posi-
tive things that are going on 
in our community and that 
many people are inclusive 
and believe in equality — but 
it just speaks to the under-
belly and that people feel 
empowered to share those 
views because of what’s going 
on in the United States.”

In order to change things, 
Carroll said, it’s important for 
people who yield power to lis-
ten when someone chooses 
to talk about how they experi-
ence oppression.

“Sometimes these stories 
may not be comfortable to 
hear, but this is where the 
education comes in and the 
question is asked ‘Why would 
someone speak about their 
experiences with anger?’” she 
said.

“The next step would be 
to lobby for changes on a 
policy and systemic level and 
to speak up against injustice 
wherever it occurs and not 
just when it affects us person-
ally.”

If there is any positive to 
come out of the graffiti inci-
dent, it’s the opportunity it 
presents to open the con-
versation about racism and 
other forms of prejudice. 
Many believe that opportu-
nity should not be wasted.

“I hope you will talk to the 
young people in your lives 
and tell them . . . what Nazis 
do and what the swastika 
represents,” Jacobson said.

PhoTo BY ELizABETh NoLAN

Richard, left, and Jimmy Steel take down an unused bus 
shelter Friday after hateful graffiti was sprayed there earlier 
in the week.

An Is land Health  news 
release describes how a sig-
nificant increase in drug-
r e l a t e d  o v e r d o s e s  a n d 
deaths across B.C. prompted 
Provincial Health Officer Dr. 
Perry Kendall to declare a 
public health emergency in 
April 2016. B.C. paramedics 
responded to nearly 20,000 
overdose calls by the end of 
2016, almost twice as many 
as in 2014 when there were 
10,677 calls across the prov-
ince.

Anyone who would like a 
naloxone kit, and to receive 
overdose prevention and 
response training, should 
call the Salt Spring Public 

Health office at  250-538-
4880 to make an appoint-
ment with a public health 
n u r s e .  I n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l 
receive 20 minutes of train-
ing on how to use naloxone 
effectively. 

Overdose statistics 
for 2016

• 914 B.C. overdose deaths
• 155 Island Health juris-

d i c t i o n  ov e rd o s e  d e a t h s 
(compared to 60 in 2015)

• 75 total overdose deaths 
in the South Island (Greater 
Victoria,  Sooke,  Saanich, 
Gulf Islands) 

• 17 Island Health deaths 
in December, significantly 
higher than the historical 
average of four deaths per 
month

Using alone discouraged
naloXonE 
continued from 1
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TrANSPorTATIoN 

Dock change facilitates larger planes
Ability to use Otter 
increases floatplane 
capacity 

By PAT BURKETTE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

A floatplane dock recon-
figuration, which will see Salt 
Spring Air move its dock finger 
14 feet inland, is in the works 
in Ganges Harbour. 

The move will mean bet-
ter customer service, said Salt 
Spring Air principal Philip 
Reece. 

“What we need is a bigger 
plane, and the reconfigura-
tion will accommodate that,” 
said Reece during a Harbour 
Authority of Salt Spring Island 
open house on Saturday. 

Salt Spring Air became part 
of Harbour Air Seaplanes in 
2015. Also in 2015, a minor-
ity share in Harbour Air, the 
world’s largest seaplane air-
line, was acquired by Zongsh-
en Group, owned by Chinese 
billionaire and entrepreneur 
Zuo Zongshen, according to 
Harbour Air’s website. 

“Merging has allowed for 
more efficient use of flights,” 
said Reece. “We’ve kept all our 
staff and even increased staff-
ing levels.”

SS Air has recently been fac-
ing an increase in demand for 
floatplane service.

“Last year we carried over 
25,000 people,” said Reece. “In 
the summer we had such a 
big demand we were turning 
away over 30 per cent of our 
passengers.” 

Reece said the company 
was simply unable to carry 

passengers at the times they 
wanted to fly, because of the 
size of their aircraft. 

The airline currently has 
two Beaver aircraft and would 
like to add an Otter. The Bea-
vers can only carry five pas-
sengers, while an Otter can 
transport 15.

“When it’s quiet,” said 
Reece, “we’ll often fly two Bea-
vers, say if we have six pas-
sengers.” 

He sees the Otter as being a 
more efficient option. It uses 
20 per cent more fuel but car-
ries more people. 

“It takes off the step as 

quickly,” said Reece of the 
Otter, “and we’ll be flying one 
airplane instead of two.” 

From May until the end 
of October, SS Air flies four 
scheduled flights in and four 
flights out each day, accessing 
both Vancouver International 
Airport and the downtown 
floatplane facility. Harbour Air 
currently has 26 Otters.

“We have two local pilots 
who usually fly the Beavers 
and this allows them to move 
up in qualifications,” added 
Reece. 

Accommodating the bigger 
plane means a reconfigura-

tion of the dock space that 
SS Air currently rents from 
HASSI. 

“They’ve asked us to move 
the dock finger 14 feet inland,” 
said Reece. 

The process started over a 
year ago and he expects it to 
be underway by the end of 
March.

“We’ve already brought over 
a dock engineer and used a 
drop camera to make sure 
there would be no interfer-
ence with sea life, which might 
be caused by the reconfigura-
tion.” 

Kathy Scarfo, chair of the 
Harbour Authority of Salt 
Spring Island, notes that 
HASSI has to consider all air-
line stakeholders in this pro-
cess, including Kenmore, of 
Washington state, and Rich-
mond-based Seair. 

Seair president Peter Clarke 
said his uses a Cessna Caravan 
on floats and a turbine Beaver 
to transport passengers to and 
from Salt Spring and YVR. As a 
harbour user whose company 
also pays the $2 per passen-
ger fee collected from airlines 
by HASSI, Clarke supports 
the reconfiguration. He said 
they might also use the new, 
enlarged floatplane dock con-
figuration as a holding space, 
when needed, for the Cara-
van, which flies to YVR in nine 
minutes.

Clarke applauded HASSI 
for holding its Jan. 28 open 
house on harbour issues on 
Salt Spring. 

“They’re involving the 
public. We all have a say. You 
guys are lucky.”

ENVIroNMENT 

Forum hosts green business leader
Kent Rathwell’s ventures 
have changed Canada 
and the world 

SUBMITTED By SS FORUM 
Are you an entrepreneur? An 

environmentalist? A concerned 
c i t izen?  Ei ther  way,  you’ l l 
want to attend the Salt Spring 
Forum’s next event.

Kent Rathwell is a highly suc-
cessful businessperson who is 
changing the Canadian busi-
ness model.

 On Sunday, Feb. 5 at 7:30 
p.m. at ArtSpring, Rathwell will 
join the forum for a wide-rang-
ing conversation on why green 
business is good business.

Did you know that Canada 
is home to the world’s lon-
gest green highway, which is a 
network of 10,000 kilometres 
of free public electric charg-
ing stations, including on Salt 
Spring Island?

Rathwell, through his com-
pany Sun Country Highway, 
built this Canada-wide network 

to support the electric vehicle 
movement. And he did so with-
out any government money.

To prove the cross-country 
journey could be done in an 
electric vehicle, Rathwell made 

the trip during the middle of 
winter in a Tesla Roadster. For 
free. 

“Similar to Elon Musk, Kent 
Ra t h w e l l  i s  s o m e o n e  w h o 
decided to change the world,” 
said Jim Standen, the island’s 
electric vehicle registrar who 
has helped to organize the 
forum event.

Rathwell has also, through 
his highly successful birdseed 
business Sun Country Farms, 
proven that products can be 
grown, processed, manufac-
tured and distr ibuted with 
zero emissions. 

Indeed, Sun Country Farms 
is Saskatchewan’s first zero-
emission company and the 
most  sustainable  birdseed 
company in the world. 

All ticket holders are warmly 
invited to a reception at 6:30 
p.m.  (before the 7:30 p.m. 
event) hosted by the event’s 
major sponsor, Country Gro-
cer.

Ti c k e t s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
A r t Sp r i n g  a n d  Sa l t  Sp r i n g 
Books. 

You can find it online at islandstrust.bc.ca/budget or 
request a printed copy by calling us at 250-405-5151.

Your comments will help the Islands Trust Council set 
its 2017 – 2018 budget at the public meeting on Gabriola 
Island, March 14 – 16.

Please send your comments by February 10th in the 
following ways:

  Take our survey at islandstrust.bc.ca/budget

  200 – 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC  V8R 1H8

  budget@islandstrust.bc.ca

  Fax: 250-405-5155

We’d like your feedback  
on the 2017 – 2018 budget proposal

The Islands Trust preserves the communities,  
culture and environment of islands in the Salish Sea.  
Learn more about what we do at islandstrust.bc.ca.

phOtO COURtESY SS FORUm 

Kent Rathwell of Sun Country 
highway, who will speak at a Salt 
Spring Forum event on Sunday 
evening.  

phOtOS COURtESY pARtNERS CREAtiNg pAthWAYS

Volunteers Anna Ford and philip grange wield the 
loppers on the side of Atkins Road on Saturday 
as part of a 15-member work party organized by 
partners Creating pathways. A new path will be con-
structed along Atkins Road this spring. pCp member 
Richard Shead also received a surprise token of 
appreciation from the Salt Spring island transporta-
tion Commission on Saturday for being the volunteer 
project manager for the new Rainbow Road section 
of pathway that went in last year. 

phOtO BY JEN mACLELLAN 

Salt Spring Air principal philip Reece with information about 
the ganges floatplane dock reconfiguration at an open house 
hosted by the harbour Authority of Salt Spring island held at 
Lions hall on Saturday.
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DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician  

for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

Advanced Hearing Aids 
        $5000

ENTER TO
WIN!

Contest rules 
on website

value

What did you miss today? Hearing professionals define hearing 
loss from mild to severe. If you have a moderate hearing loss (41-70 dB), 
sounds such as conversational speech could be some of the sounds 
of life you missed today. At NexGen Hearing, our goal is to improve 
your quality of life through better hearing health!

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

OAK BAY  250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

Call for details.

The Art of     
Listening 

The Sounds 
of Life 

 nexgenhearing.com

Kate Stuart
RHIP

Selene Finlayson 
RHIP/Owner

EConoMICs

Hopeful film highlights positive economic models 
Salt Spring’s Michael 
Ableman part of 
A New Economy 

By THERIN GOWER AND
JAMES COWAN 
S S  F I L M  F E S T I V A L  S O C I E T Y 

Many people are deeply concerned 
by the growing gap between the very 
rich and the other 99 per cent of us. But 
how can we change the very basis of our 
economy, which demands not just profit, 
but ever greater profit? 

Some solutions can be found in the 
film A New Economy, which will be 
brought to ArtSpring on Friday, Feb. 3 at 
7:30 p.m. by the Salt Spring Film Festival 
Society. The screening will be followed 
by a Q&A with director Trevor Meier and 
Ableman. 

A New Economy shows seven busi-
nesses with a new way of operating. They 
include a peer-to-peer open hardware 
lab, a craft brew co-op, an urban farm, a 
co-living cultural centre, a collaborative 
decision-making app, a string quartet, 
and a Southeast Asian market run in a 
park by women. These widely diverse 
enterprises have something in common: 
a desire to work together for the good 
of all. Profit is still made, but it isn’t the 
bottom line: the most important thing is 
empowering and supporting people. Can 
cooperation save the world? This hope-
ful, positive film says yes!  

Salt Spring’s own author, photographer 

and farmer Michael Ableman is featured 
in the film as he describes the design 
and implementation process as well 
as ongoing outreach and community 
engagement at Sole Food Street Farms. 
They have four inner-city sites which 
include 8,000 containers of crops and a 
500-tree orchard. Employment programs 
are in place to work with members of the 
Downtown Eastside community. One of 
the goals of the organization is to provide 
jobs and access to nutritious food for 

people with mental heath and addictions 
issues. 

Ableman’s latest book is titled Street 
Farm: Growing Food, Jobs and Hope 
on the Urban Frontier. Ableman will be 
reading from and signing copies of his 
book at the screening of the film. 

“Every week for the last eight years I 
left my farm and made the trek from Salt 
Spring Island to the Downtown Eastside 
of Vancouver for a very different kind of 
farming experience,” he said. “There we 

HIstorY 

Uprooting exhibit set to enlighten
Japanese-Canadians and the 
War Measures Act in 1942

 
The Japanese Garden Society is presenting a 

month-long commemoration of the 75th anniversa-
ry of the removal of all people of Japanese ancestry 
from the B.C. coast.

As the society explains, after Japan attacked 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, all people of Japa-
nese ancestry were forced off the B.C. coast. Nearly 
22,000 people were sent to detention camps in the 
Interior as “enemy aliens,” despite most being either 
naturalized or born in Canada.

A window into this fear-driven period in Canadian 
history will be provided at the Salt Spring Public 
Library Program Room during February through 
the personal stories of those who experienced the 

uprooting.
The first event is the exhibit’s opening recep-

tion on Tuesday, Feb. 7 from 4 to 6 p.m. It will see 
speakers Rose Murakami and Keiko Mary Murakami 
Kitagawa tell the story of their family’s journey 
through the history of the uprooting.

The following Tuesday (Feb. 14), at 6:30 p.m., 
Masayo Hora is the guest speaker, presenting Return 
to Steveston, My Family’s Journey. For context, a 
short film describing Steveston and to illustrate 
Hora’s story will be screened.

On Feb. 18 at 6:30 p.m., Brian Smallshaw will give 
a talk titled The Uprooting of Salt Spring Islanders 
During WW II.

On Sunday, Feb. 26 at 6:30 p.m., the film Hat-
sumi — One grandmother’s journey through the 
Japanese-Canadian Internment, directed by Chris 
Hope, will be shown. 

train and employ individuals who are managing long-
term addiction and mental illness in urban agriculture. 

“Central to our vision has been a commitment to 
building a community with and for the people we’ve 
hired and trained, based on the simple philosophy that 
meaningful work, a reason to get out of bed each day, 
can provide stability and healing, and can feed and 
nourish individuals and neighbourhoods. 

“This social enterprise requires that we generate 
income so that seeds can be purchased, water and 
hydro bills paid, and paycheques generated. We strug-
gle with balancing the financial demands of the project 
with the very real social goals of the individuals who 
we serve. 

“But how do you value a life reanimated with pur-
pose, a person given hope, an abused and abandoned 
piece of land made abundant and nutritious? These are 
questions I constantly ask myself and the basis for my 
most recent book. The film A New Economy beauti-
fully shows us hopeful and inspiring models that are 
addressing these same questions, a cinematic glimpse 
not just into ideas and philosophies, but real hands-on 
projects that are changing lives and communities.”WWW.MiChAElABlEMAN.CoM 

Salt Spring-based farmer and author Michael Ableman. he is featured in a film titled 
A New Economy, which will be shown at ArtSpring on Friday, Feb. 3. 

PHIlantHroPY 

Island Savings celebrates Canada 150
Year-long campaign 
supports volunteerism 
through donations

Island Savings, a division of 
First West Credit Union, will 
celebrate Canada’s 150th anni-
versary with Simple Generos-
ity, an innovative 12-month 
program that applauds com-
munity volunteerism and sup-
ports local charities and non-
profits.

E v e r y  w e e k  t h r o u g h o u t 
2017, an individual or team 

who has demonstrated excep-
tional dedication to commu-
nity through their volunteer 
efforts will be selected from 
the regions in which First West 
operates. Those selected can 
then donate $1,500, courtesy 
of First West, to the charity 
or non-profit organization of 
their choosing.

Island Savings has selected 
the first volunteer, Kristy Mar-
tin Hale, who is donating the 
$1,500 award from First West 
to Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
the Cowichan Valley. 

No m i n a t i o n s  f o r  Si m p l e 

Generosity are open to all B.C. 
residents, and can be submit-
ted online at islandsavings.ca/
simplegenerosity. Individuals 
will be carefully chosen based 
on the impact of their contri-
butions to local communities. 

Select volunteers will be pro-
filed on Island Saving’s social 
media channels, using #Sim-
pleGenerosity, and through our 
partner Volinspire, an online 
platform that connects volun-
teers with charitable organi-
zations. Additional program 
details will be announced later 
in 2017.
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Best kind of 
challenge
C 

anada’s 150th birth-
day year has now 
arrived and the plans 
for celebrations are 

well underway.
On the local front, last week we learned of the 

Salt Spring Island Foundation’s participation in 
the Community Fund for Canada’s 150th, which 
will provide grants for local sesquicentennial 
events.

In this issue of the Driftwood there are three 
stories with a national birthday component. 
There’s the Salt Spring Island Conservancy arts 
and nature festival taking place on July 1 and 2,  
an Island Savings/First West charity program for 
2017 called Simple Generosity and a volunteer 
extravaganza spearheaded by the Volunteer and 
Community Resources (VCR) Salt Spring Society. 

While the VCR folks 
have plenty of ideas for 
putting a spotlight on 
Salt Spring volunteerism 
this year, it’s good for 
people to know about 
and act on one of them 
as soon as possible. 

It’s called the Canada 
150 for 150 Volunteer 

Challenge, where people are encouraged to do 
150 hours of volunteering from Jan. 1 to June 30, 
2017 and either record it themselves on a plat-
form called Volinspire or have the agencies they 
volunteer for do the recording. 

For a volunteer hotbed like Salt Spring, it will 
be exciting to see how many hours are tallied in 
the six-month period. While all the details haven’t 
been worked out yet, recognition for those who 
record at least 150 hours is a given. But even if 
individual volunteers know they can’t possibly 
reach the 150-hour mark, VCR still encourages 
them to sign up for the challenge, and for not-for-
profi t groups that use volunteers to keep track of 
the hours so the no-doubt-substantial number 
can be celebrated on July 1. 

VCR has other fun activities planned, including 
compiling short profi les of 150 of Salt Spring’s vol-
unteers. Check out the website at vcrsaltspring.
org to see the project unfolding day by day. 

According to VCR, Salt Spring has more than 
250 not-for-profi t groups and 80 registered chari-
ties. We encourage all of them and their volun-
teers to support the Canada 150 for 150 Volunteer 
Challenge. 

Transit decisions ignore the poor
I am surprised that the current Transportation Commission 

still refuses to consider a family travel pass for the bus fares on 
Salt Spring Island (“Transit pass sales and pricing changes rec-
ommended,” Jan. 25 Driftwood). 

This was identified as a main objective when community 
stakeholder consultations were held in 2013 and 2014. That was 
an exhaustive process and clear goals were identi-
fi ed. The two top priority goals were to have a senior 
buddy to help mentor people to take the bus in case 
they fall or have trouble getting to the bus stops.

 Another main goal was to have a family travel pass 
instituted for parents. At the time each child aged 
four and up was charged the full adult fare. Just over 
one year ago I stopped taking the bus with my family 
as it was $6.75 to go from Fort Street to Ganges and 
another $6.75 to come back. I recall I was travelling 
with a four year old and an eight year old for quite 
some time on Salt Spring and I was paying a huge 
daily amount. 

I had to wait three months to get heard on this issue and it 
was still not corrected. I was stressing the problem and pre-
senting it to the commission from November 2015 through 
February 2016. Now it is January 2017 and it has been shelved 
once again. At that time I had attended every single transpor-
tation commission meeting for three years.

People on Salt Spring Island, including members of the Tran-
sitions Salt Spring group, have lots of goals to reduce car use, 
but we should look at the poverty that is here and try to help 
with that fi rst. Many who are really struggling cannot afford to 

take the bus as it is currently set up. Parents are required to buy 
a monthly pass for each child, so it is not cheap no matter how 
a parent tries to approach it.

It is a bit shocking how much some people can suffer in this 
otherwise caring community. Rather than pursuing the mid-
dle-class dream of getting people into electric cars and lower-

ing emissions, we should notice that worldwide 
and on Salt Spring that those who are already 
not using cars are not being treated well. 

Another example of how out of touch the 
Transportation Commission is the fact is has 
taken almost four years to get a bus shelter on 
the other side of Country Grocer. I met a fellow 
at Braehaven who used to always take the bus, 
and now he never does. He told me he can only 
take the bus when the weather is dry as he can-
not wait there in the rain.

Certain issues here on Salt Spring are human 
rights issues and poverty rights issues. It is very surprising how 
Salt Spring Islanders can ignore their fellow community mem-
bers when it comes to transportation.

At the transportation commission meetings the issues 
brought up by the south-end seniors and the petition to get the 
path on Ganges Hill are continually shelved, as are any ideas I 
have presented to make transit more fun and interesting and 
accessible. Too bad, that is all I can say. 

The writer is a Salt Spring resident with a keen interest in 
island transportation issues. 

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Jenny McClean

Many who are 
really struggling 
cannot a� ord to 
take the bus as it 
is currently set up.

THE ISSUE:
Volunteering 

WE SAY:
Join the Canada 
150 challenge

Is volunteering part of your life?
Cast your ballot online at www.gul� slandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our offi  ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:
Yes           No 27 

 NO YES

53 

Is western democracy 
under threat?

OPINION C A N A D I A N
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

2016 CCNA Awards 
Gold - Feature Series (Elizabeth Nolan) |  Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan) 

Gold - Special Section (Best of Salt Spring Island)  |  Silver - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)
Bronze - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker) 

2016 BCYCNA Awards 
Silver - Environmental Initiative (Elizabeth Nolan)  |  Bronze - General Excellence

    GULF ISLANDS

Tony Richards, MANAGING DIRECTOR
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Ph: 250-537-9933  Fax: 250-537-2613  Toll Free: 1-877-537-9934
Email: driftwood@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   

Website: www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

We acknowledge the fi nancial support of the 
Government of Canada through the Canada Periodical 
Fund of the Department of Canadian Heritage.

Canada Publication Mail No.0040050837 
International Standards Serial Number 1198-7782
Member of: Canadian Community Newspapers Association, B.C. & Yukon Community Newspapers Association, B.C. Press Council

DriftwoodPublished every Wednesday by Driftwood Publishing Ltd.

O�  ce Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday
Subscription Rates: In the Gulf Islands $52.50
Elsewhere in Canada $88.20*  Foreign: $235.00* 
Digital Edition: $39.85 anywhere  |  Prices include GST  
Digital Edition with Print Edition subscription additional 1yr 
   $12.60 | 2 yr $18.90

Editorial: 
Elizabeth Nolan,
Jen MacLellan

Front o�  ce: 
James Burton, 
Johanna WalknerDgiM DriftwooD 

gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

Advertising: 
Fiona Foster,
Dave Mercer Lorraine Sullivan

PRODUCTION MANAGER
 production@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Gail Sjuberg
MANAGING EDITOR

news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Amber Ogilvie
PUBLISHER

aogilvie@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com



Gulf Islands drIftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com   WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2017 |  7

Nicole TaiT
Volunteers do the work that is 
unpaid but all our hearts are 
naturally drawn to. They’re 
filling our hearts’ desires.

HeNry Baade
I did three years at Green-
woods. I really enjoyed that 
— it’s a good thing to give.

Jade Beauvais
It brings the community 
together. We get to network 
outside our bubbles and 
meet different people that we 
wouldn’t ordinarily.

MarilyNNe cuNNiNgHaM
“Our value is not in what we 
receive — it’s what we give.”

Wolfie lacHMuNd
It gives us all something to do 
for the good of the commu-
nity and to meet wonderful 
people.

salT spriNg 
says
We asked: Why 
is volunteerism 
important for the 
community?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By REUBEN KAUFMAN 
News surrounding the Salt Spring Island 

Fire Protection District in recent months has 
not been happy. Former fire trustee Norbert 
Schlenker published an online article on the 
situation in November 2016. 

In his opinion: “The district is no longer 
of net benefit to ratepayers; they should be 
given an opportunity to dissolve it.” 

Schlenker believes that the union contract 
is unusually rich compared to that of other 
B.C. communities. He also states that the 
SSIFPD’s operating budget increased by a 
whopping 300 per cent since 2005. Under the 
subtitle “Negotiate. Surely the union will see 
sense,” he comments: “You make $150,000-
$200,000 a year once benefits are included, 
and you’ll make 2.5 per cent more next year. 
And every year after that. Why would you 
negotiate?” 

I’ll offer a possible reason toward the end.
He claims that the increase in insurance 

premiums for a typical property resulting 
from the loss of the fire protection service 
would be less than the taxes we currently pay 
for that service.

On Nov. 9, 2016, Salt Spring Assistant Fire 
Chief Jamie Holmes published a piece in the 
Driftwood that offers a different perspec-
tive. Some of his points are: (a) the taxation 
mil rate for SSIFPD “. . . is slightly below the 
provincial average for similar communities.” 
(b) The budget has grown by less than seven 
per cent between 2010 and 2017. (c) “. . . 
many other fire departments [in B.C.] have 

better benefits and wage pro-
visions.” (d) It is misleading to 
compare total remuneration in 
one jurisdiction to base salaries 
in another.

How can one evaluate objectively such 
divergent information from two qualified 
sources? Although harmonizing divergent 
opinions can be tough, it should be easier to 
establish “facts.” And because the mainte-
nance or dissolution of a fire district is such 
an important issue, we need the facts, so that 
if we should ever be called upon to choose 
between one option or another, we do so 
from the same knowledge base. 

Here’s one way that we might proceed. 
There are knowledgeable people who would 
agree with Schlenker and others who would 
agree with Holmes. Might it be possible for a 
group of such people on both sides of the line 
to confer and come to agreement on a list of 
relevant facts? For example, surely there must 
be an objective way to determine whether the 
budget of the SSIFPD has increased a modest 
seven per cent over the past seven years or 
300 per cent in the past 12 years. As both par-
ties are undoubtedly competent, they can’t 
possibly be comparing like with like. 

And what if an increase in insurance pre-
miums really would be less expensive than 
the tax implications of not having a fire ser-
vice? How many possessions might you have, 
the loss of which would give you more grief 
than can be compensated for by the simple 
monetary value of the insurance claim? Add 

in the extra potential loss to 
life and limb if there were no 
fire protection service . . . You 
can finish that thought your-
self. 

It has been implied that the union contract 
is sacrosanct, and eternal, and cannot be 
modified unless the union “gives in.” Let us 
suppose that the current contract is “reason-
able” overall compared to other communi-
ties in B.C., as Holmes implies. But might 
there be some components of the contract 
that deserve closer scrutiny? For example, 
firefighters “on call” have to be paid for that 
inconvenience. I’m told that the on-call com-
pensation is $453 for a 14-hour period. Obvi-
ously, being on call implies some restrictions 
to one’s personal life, but $32 per hour? 

I was a professor at the University of  Alber-
ta for many years. In the mid-1990s, soon 
after entering a new three-year contract, the 
Alberta government made significant grant 
cuts to the university. Similar to the situation 
with the SSIFPD, about 80 per cent of the uni-
versity’s budget is salaries/benefits, so there 
was little ability to make up for the budget 
cuts from other sources, especially because 
tuition fees could not be raised unilaterally. 
Between 1994 and 1996, the university was 
on course to lay off a significant number of 
academic staff. To avoid layoffs,we agreed to 
a four per cent decrease in salaries and a fur-
ther reduction (approximately two per cent) 
for a number of mandatory “days off without 
pay” during certain times of the year. 

Is it totally naïve to imagine that local fire-
fighters might similarly agree to reopen their 
contract, allowing for a small reduction in 
compensation to avoid the threat of disso-
lution of the fire district and loss of jobs for 
everyone concerned? 

For example, might it be agreed that the 
on-call rate is rather rich? Reducing that rate 
substantially would not on its own, of course, 
even come close to solving the budget issues, 
but might it at least be a small step, as well 
as a demonstration of good will? Might there 
be a few other non-essential line items that 
could also make a contribution, however 
small, but which would at least demonstrate 
a sensitivity to what the whole community 
is feeling? And no … one non-essential item 
which makes no sense to cut any free coffee 
and cookies they might enjoy!

Whatever — please let’s get away from each 
side just maligning the other. Let qualified 
people from both sides of the line collaborate 
to find a sensible way forward, rather than 
both sides digging in heels for fear that com-
promise gives the impression of weakness.

The writer is a University of Alberta profes-
sor emeritus living on Salt Spring Island.

Editor’s note: Both Jamie Holmes and 
Norbert Schlenker are correct about the rate 
of growth of the fire district budget. The 
disparity arises because the highest rate of 
budget growth was between 2005 ($850,000) 
and 2010 ($2.2 million). 

Let’s find sensible way forward for fire budget 

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “A swastika is way beyond ‘bad.’ there 
isn’t even a word for how bad, evil, abominable it is.”

RACHEL JACOBSON, ON BUS SHELTER GRAFFITI

Measure cars
I just cannot resist respond-

ing to BC Ferries rep Mark Col-
lins’ letter in last week’s Drift-
wood, even though I prom-
ised myself I would not.

It is true that there have 
been additions to the Howe 
Sound Queen over the years 
and those additions do take 
up deck space. They do not, 
however, take up car space. 
This can be seen by anyone 
actually using the ferry. 

These additions were 
already in place when the deck 
was re-measured. As a former 
ferry employee, I was given to 
understand the AEQ used at 
that time was 20 feet, which 
gave a car capacity of 65 cars.

While it is true that some 
models of some cars may have 

incrementally increased, one 
must remember that when 
the oil crisis struck, all cars 
were dramatically decreased 
in size and weight. What is 
now considered a standard 
sedan would have been con-
sidered a compact car then. 

No longer do you see the 
20-21-foot leviathans, of 
which I have owned a few, 
cruising the roads or riding 
the ferries. Even today’s SUVs 
do not measure up to those 
behemoths. The majority of 
traffic today consists of much 
smaller cars. 

My concern is about replac-
ing the present ferry with a 
smaller one. The Howe Sound 
Queen often suffers overloads 
during the summer months, 
the very time when local 
businesses count on visitors 

to provide the profit that car-
ries them through the leaner 
times. While I consider stan-
dardization to be a good idea, 
the idea that one-size-fits-all 
is not good. The example of 
Spandex springs to mind. 

While the smaller ferries 
may be suitable for some 
routes, the Vesuvius run is not 
one of them. 

There is a relatively simple 
and economical solution. 
Build the standard small fer-
ries, but while building the 
one destined for the Vesuvius 
run put an extra section in the 
car deck. All the main compo-
nents would still be standard-
ized, but capacity would be 
increased. You would have a 
standardized modular ferry. 
KERRy BUTLER,
F a i r w a y  D r i v e

Cruel joke 
The following letter was 

sent to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and filed with the 
Driftwood for publication. 

For years I have been fight-
ing for electoral reform, and 
so, when I heard of your 
unequivocal promise to 
make the 2016 election the 
last one under first-past-the-
post, I was jubilant. I was fur-
ther encouraged when you 
announced your government 
was going to conduct an on-
line survey to get everyone’s 
input on this important issue.

Finally, I would be able 
to say no to false majorities 
that give governments (such 
as yours) 100 per cent of the 
power with less than 40 per 

cent of the vote. I would also 
be able to answer yes to the all-
important question of wheth-
er there should be a close 
match between the number of 
votes cast for a given party and 
the number of seats it receives 
in Parliament. And of course 
I knew exactly how I would 
respond when asked to select 
my preferred voting system: 
first-past-the-post, ranked 
ballot or proportional repre-
sentation.

Imagine my dismay and 
disappointment when, upon 
starting the survey, I discov-
ered none of the above ques-
tions was being asked. Indeed, 
I was faced with a survey 
about electoral reform that 
had little to do with electoral 
reform! What kind of cruel 
joke was this?

As I worked my way through 
the survey, I started to realize I 
would not be given the oppor-
tunity to express my opinion 
about our electoral system 
and what I would like to see as 
a replacement. It also dawned 
on me that the answers I did 
provide could be used by 
unscrupulous politicians and 
spin doctors to justify almost 
any decision. 

It was at that point that I 
abandoned the survey and 
decided to return the little 
card you sent me with the 
following message written 
in good old-fashioned ink: “I 
support proportional repre-
sentation.”
FRANTs ATToRp,
M e a D o w  D r i v e

InDEPTH

MORE LETTERS  continued on 9
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*Advertised prices consist of MSRP including charges for Freight & 
PDI of $1,675, Federal A/C Excise Tax of $100, and a full tank of gas. 
Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 Security de-
posit. Models shown: 2017 Outback 4 cyl 2.5i premier w/ Tech Pack-
age & 2017 Forester 2.0 XT AT w/ Tech Package. Offers applicable 
on approved credit. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 kilometers 
per year for 48 months with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and 
financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by 
TCCI. Other lease and financing programs are available. Down pay-
ment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely 
for purpose of illustration and may not be equipped as shown. Offers 
available until February 28, 2017. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for 
complete program details. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance In-
stitute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing 
methods. Dealer #40319.

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211

27,670*$

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2017 Forester 2.0XT Limited with technology 
package with an MSRP of $41,170 including Freight & PDI of $1,675. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See Jim 
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. Dealer #40319.

With more safety, performance, and comfort than ever 
before, it’s easy for the new and improved 2017 Subaru 
Forester to make friends. And now with heated seats 
available in the front and rear, it’ll be hard to keep them out. 

A MAN’S BEST FRIEND’S NEW BEST FRIEND.

JPSubaruVictoria.com
1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC (250) 474-2211

VISIT JPSUBARUVICTORIA.COM FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. JPSUBARUVICTORIA.COM

MAXWELL, TUAM, BRUCE...
Reaching the peak has never been so easy!

LEASE PAYMENT
FOR 48 MONTHS*
$0 DOWN
1.9% LEASE RATE

$33,470
* $458

TOURING PACKAGE  |  LEV $14,025 plus taxes  |  Stock # JP7054  |  Model # HJ2TP

getnoticed board
Send your submissions to news@gulfislands.net or drop them off at the Driftwood office. 
Published in the first Driftwood of each month! Brought to you by Saunders Subaru.

The free place to list your regular group activities of any kind. 

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! Brought to  you by Pattison Subaru.

WEDNESDAY 
SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the 
last Wednesday of each month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Mormon church. Info: cloudie48@gmail.com
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the 
second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at the Harbour House Hotel Crofton Room. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the 
� rst and third Wednesdays of the month from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Salt Spring Island Baptist Church, 
around the back. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower 
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 
250-537-5004.
COMPUTER HELP — Free help with computer, 
tablet, smartphone problems at Salt Spring 
Literacy. By appointment at the literacy centre at 
126 Hereford Ave. or by calling 250-537-9717 or 
emailing coordinator@saltspringliteracy.org. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. (for 1 p.m. start)
HOT HATHA yoga class at The Nest Hot Yoga. 9:30 
to 10:45 a.m. 
KIRTAN at the Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 7:30 p.m.  
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners 
meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 
a.m. Everyone welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 
250-930-5333
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the 
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings o� ered by donation 
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
MIXED FUTSAL at the GISS gym. 8 p.m. Will move 
outdoors in spring for soccer.
PEPPER WALK WITH MOVEMENT INTELLIGENCE 
CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas Studio, 
104 Langs Rd. This innovative movement class 
features the work of John Pepper and is suitable 
for people with neurological conditions that are 
highly motivated to learn solutions for movement 
di�  culties. 2 to 3:30 p.m. Info: Anna Haltrecht, 
250-537-5681, anna@bonesforever.com
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a 
body conditioning system that builds � exibility and 
long, lean muscles, strength and endurance. 
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a 
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused 
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House 
Hotel from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SENIORS YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 
Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA - Mixed levels with Celeste Mallett Jason at 
SSI Wellness Centre. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
YOGA with Dorothy Price. Hatha � ow at The 
Gatehouse at Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m. Call 250-
653-2411 for details. Newcomers always welcome. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SSI Wellness 
Centre. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY 
BINGO at Meaden Hall, hosted by the Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary on the � rst and third Thursdays of each 
month. 7 p.m. 
BOOK CLUB meets on the second Thursday at Salt 
Spring Seniors in the lounge at 1:30 p.m.
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets on the � rst 
Thursday of the month at SS Wellness Centre. 
1 to 2 p.m. Info: Claire at 778-353-0029 or 
clairebeariona@yahoo.com.
LIBRARY BOOK CLUB open to all meets on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at the library. 1 to 
3 p.m. 
OPEN MIC POETRY NIGHT at the Salt Spring 
Library Program Room on the � rst Thursday of the 
month. Sign-up at 6:45 p.m.; one poem per reader; 
event begins at 7 p.m. Guest poets read at 7:30. 
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group 
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last 
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-
3014 for address and more information. Free 
introductory lectures by appointment. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics 
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear 
annex. 12 noon. 
BADMINTON - Friendly games for adults and 
high-school players run at the GISS gym from 8 to 
10 p.m. Bring own racquets and non-marking gym 
shoes. Info: Gail, 250-653-4613.
DANCE TEMPLE 55+ at SSI Wellness Centre. 3 to 
4:30 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors Centre. 12 to 1 p.m.
MEN’S YOGA with Ken Katz at SS Wellness Centre. 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
NIA at Antler Ridge Dance Studio, 211 Horel 
Rd. 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. See Tuesday Nia 
description. Chairs are available for those dealing 
with movement challenges. Info/registration: 
Arleen, movingtobealive@gmail.com.
PICKLEBALL at Fernwood Elementary School gym. 
6 to 9 p.m. No experience necessary. 
PROBUS group for retired professionals/business 
people meets on the second Thursday of each 
month at Meaden Hall at 10 a.m. with special guest 
speakers each time. Info: probus.ssi@gmail.com
SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets at 
734 Upper Ganges Road. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Info: 
Marilynne, 250-537-5356.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB beginners class at 210 
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family Place. 
12:30 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-the-
Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with beginners until 
noon. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
YOGA WITH JIM DICKINSON at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
AIKIDO for kids and adults at the SSI 
Wellness Centre. Kids 5 to 6 p.m.; adults 
6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 250-538-5549; 
alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICE. All are 
welcome to join the tango group, Por el 
Amor del Tango, at weekly practicas. Core 
Inn, 3rd floor. 8 to 10 p.m. Info: ssi.tango@
gmail.com 
BRIDGE GAMES run at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 12:30 p.m. 
COFFEE TIME for seniors is at Salt Spring 
Seniors from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
DRUM CIRCLE meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 3 p.m. 
ELEMENTARY BRIDGE COACHING. 
Beginning bridge lessons (but also with 
more advanced coaching available) at the 
Salt Spring Library Program Room. 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. 
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday 
stretches for the everyday body to classical 
music with Catherine Bennett. SSI Wellness 
Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht 
at Cats Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 
to 11 a.m. Move with less pain and stress 
by learning how to make any activity more 
effective and more enjoyable. Info/register: 
anna@bonesforever.com. 
FRIDAY ADVENTURE CAMP for ages 6 to 
12 years runs every Friday that school is not 
in session. SS Elementary School gym. Info/
registration through PARC: 250-537-4448.
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 12:15 p.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. 
Family Place. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
STORYTIME - Ideal for kids aged 3 to 6 and 
their families. SS Library. 1:30 p.m.

EVERY SATURDAY 

ALL LEVELS Vinyasa yoga class at The Nest 
Hot Yoga. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
BRIDGE at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family 
Place. For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 
10 a.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
PICKLEBALL at SS Elementary School 
gymnasium. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 
250-537-1721. 
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund 
at the Wellness Centre from 11 a.m. to 12 
noon.

SUNDAY 

OPEN STAGE OLD TIMEY CAFE. On the 
last Sunday of every month at Fulford Hall 
OAP annex. 7 to 11 p.m. Everyone welcome 
to alcohol-free event with good music and 
munchies. Info: 260-653-9856 

EVERY SUNDAY 
BADMINTON - Friendly games for adults and 
high-school players run at the GISS gym from 7 to 
9 p.m. Bring own racquets and non-marking gym 
shoes. Info: Gail, 250-653-4613.
KUNDALINI YOGA with Jaya Levesque at SS 
Wellness Centre. 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
PICKLEBALL at SS Elementary School 
gymnasium. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
RED COURT INDOOR TENNIS - Drop-in and play 
doubles tennis for ages 16 and up at Centre Court 
(behind the golf course) from 3 to 5 p.m. Info: 
Laura Moore, 250-537-0721.
ROLLERBLADING at Fulford Hall. 1 to 3 p.m. For 
all ages. Equipment available. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — All styles at 
210 Cedar Lane. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: 
250-537-5667
SUNDAY SATSANG at the Salt Spring Centre of 
Yoga. 3:30 p.m. 

MONDAY 
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of 
each month at SS Seniors. 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
usually meets on the third Monday of each 
month at the Portlock Park Portable. 5 to 7 
p.m. Public welcome. Con� rm meeting date at 
250-537-4448. 
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION meets on 
the fourth Monday of each month at the Portlock 
Park Portable. 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Public welcome. 

EVERY MONDAY 
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2:30 to 4 p.m.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
CRIBBAGE at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
DARTS at the Legion. 5:30 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:45 
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors Services. Info: George 
Laundry at 250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches 
for the everyday body to classical music with 
Catherine Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds Rd., 9 to 10:30 a.m. Info: 
Alice Friedman, 250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.
com.
KUNDALINI YOGA FOR BEGINNERS and others 
at North End Fitness. 1 to 2:10 p.m. 
LIFE DRAWING every Monday at the Core Inn 
(third � oor). 1 to 3 p.m. Info: Jose Campbell, 250-
537-1121. Drop-ins welcome. 
MIXED BASKETBALL at the GISS gym. 8 p.m.
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB holds casual 
co� ee mornings for its members at Penny’s On the 
Green at 10 a.m. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Applications at 
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt 
Spring library. iPad, Tablet and eReader tutoring 
with Conrad Koke. Sign-up sheets are found in the 
Info Desk Programs binder. Sessions are available 
every Monday at 12 and 1 p.m.

EVERY MONDAY 
TOASTMASTERS is a dedicated band of public 
speaking learners and enthusiasts meeting at the 
Shared Space Community Hub, Unit #1 Merchant 
Mews, 315 Upper Ganges Rd. every Monday (except 
for statutory holidays). 7 to 9 p.m. Guests are 
always welcome.
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is 
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
VINYASA FOUNDATIONS at The Nest Hot Yoga. 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI Wellness 
Centre (yoga studio). Mixed Levels - 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m.; Level 1 - 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Mixed 
Levels - 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the 
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
AIKIDO MARTIAL ARTS classes for kids and 
adults at the SSI Wellness Centre. Kids from 4 to 
6 p.m., and adults from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Info: Alan, 
250-538-5549; alanwardroper@gmail.com.
ART GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors at 1 
p.m. 
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 6:30 p.m. 
FLOOR HOCKEY. Drop in at Fulford Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
Required: hockey stick and runners.
IYENGAR YOGA with Jayne Lloyd-Jones at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
LOST CHORDS seniors choir practices at Salt 
Spring Seniors. 10:30 a.m. 
MEN’S GROUP - Speak openly about inmost 
subjects. 138 Castle Cross Road from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Info: Tristan, 604-200-7333, reinless@
mender.ca or meetup.com/reinless/
MOKSHA INSPIRED Level-2 Yoga class at The 
Nest Hot Yoga. 5:30 to 7 p.m.
NIA at Salt Spring United Church Hall. 10:45 to 
11:45 a.m. The expressive fun of dance, the power 
of martial arts, the mindfulness of yoga and more. 
Discover the joy, and healing bene� ts of moving 
“your body’s way.” No dance experience necessary. 
Info/registration: Arleen, movingtobealive@
gmail.com.
NIA runs at Mahon Hall from 5:45 to 7 p.m. Feb. 
7 & 14, and then from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. at Antler 
Ridge Studio on Feb. 21 and 28. Info/register: 
Arleen, 250-653-9235.
PICKLEBALL at Fulford Hall. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
at Fernwood Elementary from 7 to 9 p.m.
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, 
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 
to 9 p.m. Or phone Chuck Hamilton, 250-537-
6601.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk 
at North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Info: 250-537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.
shawwebspace.ca/.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Yang Style at 210 
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — All Levels at 
SSI Wellness Centre, 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. (Slow Flow 
cancelled until March 7.)
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I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination 
and  professionalism

website: 
www.dmarchitect.ca

Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...

Mark Farrow

Give us a call for Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry lube oils, 
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS

By DANIEL KIRKPATRICK
It seems that Salt Spring is all 

abuzz with talk of the looming 
municipal incorporation deci-
sion.

Those of us across the water on 
Galiano won’t get to vote on this 
matter. Yet it will surely affect all 
of us. I am among those deeply 
concerned about what incorpo-
ration would bring. 

Surely the promoted outcomes 
of increased local control, better 
coordination of services and cost 
savings are worthy ones. And they 
might in fact be furthered under a 
municipal Salt Spring. From my 

perspective as a longtime watch-
er of local government, though, I 
suggest that those goals are every 
bit as likely to be undermined 
as supported by incorporation. 
Most likely, some things would 
improve while others declined. 
But the weakening of the Islands 
Trust is not hard to predict under 
incorporation, and that would 
affect dozens of islands for whom 
a strong Islands Trust is an essen-
tial means to help retain the qual-
ities that we hold dear.

Being over here on Galia-
no makes it harder to track all 
the nuances of this complex 

issue. And I don’t pretend to be 
an expert on Salt Spring poli-
tics. But here is a straightforward 
method to assess big decisions 
like this one that has been useful 
in similar community debates 
elsewhere.  

First: Follow the money. Who 
will gain financially if the island 
opts to incorporate? If  your 
observations match mine, the 
most likely answer is those want-
ing increased commercial devel-
opment and reduced regulation. 
(This position often carries the 
misleading label “local control.”)  

Second: What are the sec-

ondary impacts of incorpora-
tion? Sure, there are likely to 
be benefits, but what are the 
side effects? I believe weaken-
ing the Islands Trust is a near-
certainty if Salt Spring goes this 
route. Is that outcome some-
thing the promoters of incorpo-
ration acknowledge as a goal? 
What other impacts might follow 
incorporation?

Third: What long-range out-
comes might arise, and could this 
action be implemented down the 
road if less radical solutions are 
tried and found wanting? If there 
is a compelling case for urgency 

in the incorporation decision, 
I’ve not seen it.  

All in all, I view Salt Spring as a 
wonderful community, rich with 
creative thinkers and problem 
solvers. From across the water, I 
respectfully urge you to kick those 
strengths into high gear and find 
ways to improve your island that 
are more strategic than incorpo-
ration — and do not negatively 
impact the entire Islands Trust 
area.

Thank you. 

The writer is a Galiano Island 
resident. 

No need to malign
fellow islanders 

Chris Dixon opens his Jan. 25 “Options 
abound to prevent lousy governance” 
opinion piece with a snapshot of his take 
on “the old boys club” form of governance 
and then goes on to declare that he wants 
the municipality debate to be free of “mis- 
and dis-information.” 

However, that is all his opinion con-
tains! He characterizes anyone who wants 
accountability in their governance as “get 
mores” folks “wanting power over oth-
ers,” inherently inappropriate for the 
job. He mentions a “shiny new city hall, 
cash grabs, turning our community into 
a commodity, costs going up, a one-stop 
drive-through for development” and of 
course the inevitable lob at the former 
Islanders for Self Government group.

He rejects the boys club governance 
and wants to increase costs by having 
elections more frequently to get rid of 
all those “bad people” we would elect. 
He paints any young folks with politi-
cal aspirations as a bad choice because 
he believes they will just be “shiny new 
graduates paying off their student debt.” 
Seems like you just can’t win with Mr. D.!

He implores us to heed his preferred 
choice of tasking volunteers to spend our 
millions of tax dollars. Hmm, municipal-
ity bad, but fire trustees who are firemen 
giving their colleagues a million-dollar 
raise is just fine. Outrageous indeed!

He employs a sarcastic attitude and 
infers that we are incapable of cultivating 
an engaged community that will make 
good decisions. Integrity will be difficult 
to find in his mindset. 

Bollocks, Mr. Dixon, I have faith in my 
community, I respect the hundreds of 
folks who do great things for our commu-
nity and I believe we have among us great 
potential leaders. Yes, they may team 
up to put forth some radical ideas like 
“getting folks out of their cars and onto 
the bus,” and yes they may spend some 
money advertising, and yes they might 

be paying off their student debt, but the 
only real question is “Will they be fiscally 
responsible with my tax dollars and is that 
better than what we have now?”

Dixon ends with a warning about the 
cash grab for stormwater control coming 
our way. We have always had stormwater 
control, but the off-island roads manage-
ment just did not do it very well. However, 
a properly managed road works depart-
ment will do a wonderful job within their 
budget. Watch for it!
ShELLEy MAhoNEy,
S a l t  S p r i n g

Leadership
Paul Oliphant gave a talk to the Eggheads 

group on Jan. 23, which for me contained 
one exemplary truth: the quality of good 
leadership. 

A clinical psychologist, Paul spent 30 
years in child and family counselling, and 
mental health services. Moving to Salt 
Spring in 2009, he is a former board mem-
ber of the Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 
and currently executive director of Green-
woods’ Eldercare Society.

Expecting more of a detailed elaboration 
on the latter, rather what we witnessed was 
a compelling example, a wonderful model 
of a personable, inspired, compassionate 
leader. Paul defines good leadership as the 
good relationship with all whom one asso-
ciates.  

Easy enough. Sounds simple. It’s not. 
As soon as someone steps out of line, on 
toes, conflicts with my values or ideologies,  
threatens, or is feared to threaten my ego, 
we find the test, the metal of good rela-
tionships. Such people needn’t be family 
or close friends, more often they are more 
distant acquaintances.

So what does ”good leadership” really 
mean? Oliphant divides humanity in two 
piles: self-minded/other minded. We are 
either basically one or the other. The extent 
to which one listens, feels, engages with 
others day-to-day is a reflection of who we 
are. How we listen and engage beyond the 
parameters of our own point of view, of 
being right, being first, of being hurried, etc. 

Caring for others is in one, or it is not. It is 

Roses
Roses and a big thank you for all the Partners Cre-

ating Pathways volunteers who came out Saturday 
morning to cut brush for the new section of com-
munity off-road pathway happening this year on 
Atkins Road. Many hands certainly made it possible 

to accomplish a lot. Thank you also to the CRD for 
supplying the chipper and Cam for doing the chip-
ping. Island Pathways board

A shopping cart full of sweet roses to Thrifty Foods 
for all their help in getting my lost bag of groceries 
back. Thank you so much. Nancy Wigen 

galiano neighbour urges rejection of incorporation 

MorE lEttErs
continued from 7

Rants and Roses

good to know oneself, even if sobering.
Everyday actions, even trivial or inconsequential ones, 

speak their truth. Oliphant believes that the most effective 
way to teach children is to model the behaviour. We learn 
from example. We are all children in this sense, respond-
ing in kind.

Enmity or kindness . . . such a difference in kind! The 
real challenge becomes responding to enmity in kind-
ness, not in kind. This means curiosity, tolerance, a desire 
to understand, and finding the true underlying nature of 
“other” so that we can relate to it with truer understand-
ing. 

Winston Churchill said, (and it is also a Greenwoods 
slogan): “We make a living by what we get. We make a life 
by what we give.” 

Thank you, Paul Oliphant.
RoN hAWKINS,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Help protect birds 
As a Gulf Islander I have completely 

fallen for the sea birds that inhabit our 
B.C. coast. On my daily beach walks the 
migratory birds are my indicator of sea-
sonal changes and I am subtly aware of 
the effects climate change has on our 
feathered friends.

The Gulf Islands National Park 
Reserve neighbours the shipping lanes 
of the Kinder Morgan pipeline tanker 
traffic and are under a constant threat 
of oil spill disasters, which will greatly 
increase with the expansion project now 
approved by the BC Liberals.

Higher up our precious B.C. coast, our 
federal government plans to designate 
the waters surrounding the Scott Islands 
as a marine protected area, but the pro-
posed regulations will do little to protect 
this globally significant ecosystem. 

The government needs to get this right 
to set the course for protecting 10 per 
cent of Canada’s marine ecosystems in 
this world-class seabird habitat. Many of 
the sea birds that travel through the Gulf 
Islands and the Lower Mainland nest on 
the archipelago and they deserve world-
class protection from oil tanker traffic 
and oil and gas exploration.

Please contact your local MP if 
you care for our birds. 
ANNETTE WITTEMAN, 
M a y n e  i S l a n d
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Sunday Night Music 
with
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An informative, glossy,
digest size magazine plus
website space on our
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An informative, glossy,digest size magazine 
plus website space on our 
gulfislandstourism.com

Contact the Driftwood for more information

250 537 9933
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COMEDY 

Hungry Heart Motel reserves room for hilarious fun
Peter N’ Chris duo brings 
comedy show to island

SUBMITTED BY ARTSPRING
Februar y at  ArtSpring brings 

a load of laughs! We kick off the 
month with Peter N’ Chris, a com-
edy duo out of Vancouver, per-
forming The Mystery of the Hungry 
Heart Motel. 

Coming to ArtSpring’s stage on 
Tuesday, Feb. 7 at 7:30 p.m., the 
show is a physical comedy romp 
about two “regular guys,” Peter and 
Chris, who find themselves stay-
ing overnight at the Hungry Heart 
Motel, a bleak and suspicious old 
building where the two friends are 
forced to share a room with a sin-
gle tiny bed. (Spoiler alert: they are 
not thrilled to have to share a bed 
with each other.) 

With Bruce Springsteen’s Hungry 
Heart as the incongruous theme 
song, the motel manager goes on a 
murderous killing rampage. What? 
Hungry Heart does refer to a car-
nivorous heart, doesn’t it? 

As bodies appear around them, 
Peter and Chris bicker, trip over 
e a c h  o t h e r,  q u a k e  w i t h  f e a r, 
and address the audience with 
increasingly hilarious and agitat-
ed insights into the happenings 
onstage.

Performed with gusto and star-
tling twists, The Mystery of the 
Hungry Heart Motel is a spoof of 
every horror movie you’ve ever 
seen, and every mystery/thriller 
. . . except for one difference: our 
buffoonish protagonists  reveal 
the killer’s identity in the opening 
monologue. Whoops . . . .

Peter Carlone and Chris Wil-
son are a three-time Canadian 

Comedy Award-winning sketch 
troupe. Their accolades include 
Best Sketch Troupe in 2013 and 
Best Comedic Play in 2014. They 
have performed in Just For Laughs, 
JFL42, The San Francisco Sketch 
Comedy Festival and in fringe fes-
tivals across Canada. 

The Globe and Mail refers to 
Peter N’ Chris as “comedy leg-
ends,” while the Winnipeg Free 
Press describes The Mystery of the 
Hungry Heart Motel as “quite pos-
sibly the funniest thing I’ve ever 
seen at Fringe.” Victoria’s Times 
Colonist gives the performance 
five stars, and writes that Peter N’ 
Chris are “knee-slappingly hys-
terical . . . Canada’s answer to the 
Flight of the Conchords.”

Tickets to The Mystery of the 
Hungr y Heart  Motel  are avail-
able through ArtSpring, at the box 
office or online.

EXHIBITS 

Painters share results of class activities
Lobby show and League 
181 exhibit 

SUBMITTED BY SS PAINTERS GUILD
Two month-long shows featuring 

members of the Salt Spring Painters 
Guild open Feb. 1.

The annual lobby show at ArtSpring 
features new works done under instruc-
tion and in drawing sessions. 

The Country Grocer Café is showing 
works by League 181, six guild members 
who get together each week to paint.

 What is special about these shows?
Each Wednesday Guild members 

experiment and learn new techniques 
with either live or DVD instructors. Or, 
they draw in portrait or life drawing 
sessions. Work never before seen in 
public, initiated in these or other non-
guild instructional settings, are now 
on display in the ArtSpring lobby dur-
ing ArtSpring hours and performances. 
Admission is free.

League 181 members set them-
selves a challenge: they photographed 
scenes in Country Grocer to paint for 
this show. The results are intriguing, 
with different artists’ interpretations of 
grocery store scenes with customers, 
inside and out. Emphasis is on inter-
esting design and colour. There may 
even be some recognizable fi gures! The 
artists, Don Hodgins, Herb Otto, Peter 
Eyles, Wendy Wickland, Dulcy Wilson 
and Judith Borbas, paint in oil, acrylic 
and watercolour.

We asked two instructors about why 
they take time out to lead guild classes. 
Last fall Wendy Wickland led a two-
part class in creating collages from tis-
sue paper and acrylic inks. This might 
sound dry but the results were dramat-
ic. She told us she “really, really enjoys 
teaching,” and that she is “constantly 
learning from the students.” 

Even if one is a rank beginner, 
instructors like Wickland will take 
them through classes, step-by-step, 
demonstrating and explaining the 
technique at hand. 

“I witnessed a total epiphany in the 
collage class. The member listened 
carefully and once she got the process, 
her fi rst ever work was brilliant!”

Bernadette Mertens-McAllister 
noted that teaching is exhilarating. 
Her passion for art leads to a playful 
approach that results in people bring-
ing out the best in their images and 
each other.

“I love seeing the collaboration that 
happens as members work through 
their projects. We all learn from and 
help one another.” 

This year is the Salt Spring Painters 
Guild’s 45th anniversary. Watch for 
announcements about special events 
and shows throughout the year. All are 
invited to join the guild. 

See the guild’s new website at www.
ssipaintersguild.ca for program and 
membership information.

PHOTO COURTESY ARTSPRING 

Peter Carlone, left, and Chris Wilson bring  The Mystery of the 
Hungry Heart Motel to ArtSpring on Tuesday night.

IMAGES COURTESY SS PAINTERS GUILD 

Three value studies for an eggplant 
oil painting done by Wendy Wickland. 
Works by Salt Spring Painters Guild 
members who took a workshop from 
Wickland are among those on display 
this month. 
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Your one stop shop for all your

EMERGENCY NEEDS

250-537-5551  
SHOP 7 DAYS A WEEK

Home Owners 
helping  Homeowners

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Emergency 
Food Kit

item #6310-148  

$149.99

■  Water storage
■  Tents
■  Tarps
■  Gas cans
■  Can openers

■  Candles
■  Kids 
       entertainment
■  Pet food
■  Other

■  Camping fuels
■  Camp stoves
■  Batteries
■  First Aid kits 
■  Lanterns/Flashlights

Is your Emergency Kit up to date? 
Use this handy check-list to keep prepared. 
Talk to our staff for more ideas!

Don’t forget 
to stock up 

for your pets!
The BC Emergency Health Services
is proud to join the Driftwood and
the entire Gulf Islands community in
thanking our fellow first respondents, the 
local Ground Search and Rescue, for always 
looking after the safety and well being 
of our community. Thank you!

emergency ThEsE pagEs providE 
EmErgEncy-rElaTEd Tips and a 

sEarch & rEscuE saluTERESPONSE

sEarCH & rEsCuE 

Trackers converge on Salt Spring  for special training
Annual event breeds tracking 
resurgence 

By SEAN MCINTyRE 
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Darlene Berry jokes that there’s an easy 
way to spot the intermediate and advanced 
trackers on searches and training exercises: 
they’re most often the ones wearing knee 
pads.

“Trackers are always moving along on 
their hands and knees, foot by foot, foot-
step by footstep to pick up as many subtle 
things as they can,” said Berry, a veteran 
member of the Comox Valley Search and 
Rescue team who frequently travels across 
the region to teach young trackers the tech-
niques of the trade, including tips about the 
useful knee pads.

Tracking teams are an integral compo-
nent of the more than 80 volunteer search 
and rescue groups found across the prov-
ince. A team is made up of three mem-
bers, a lead sided by two flankers. The three 
members comb slowly across a designated 
search area, switching positions on occa-
sion, looking for any sign of passage that 
might be related to the person they’re look-
ing for.

Patience, attention to detail and great 
communication between team members 
is paramount to a tracking team’s suc-
cess.

“They all work together and commu-
nicate, talking about what they see and 
approaching it from different perspectives,” 
she said. “Every footfall leaves a sign. It can 
be a broken twig or a disturbance in the dirt 

or a colour difference in the soil that they’re 
stepping on; vegetation gets damaged, and 
you always leave a sign of passage.”

Berry joined Vancouver Island tracking 
legend Mike Neeland and Salt Spring SAR 

member Judy Burch at Beaver Point Hall 
last spring to bring a group of about 12 
recruits through the paces.

Photo BY SEAN McINtYRE 

Salt Spring Search and Rescue members and visitors from other SAR groups after a spring 2016 tracking exercise at Beaver Point hall. 

TRACKING  continued on 14
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This feature is brought to you by the following community minded businesses:

Salute to Salt Spring Search and Rescue Society
SEAN MCINTYRE

Team Leader

7 YEARS OF SERVICE

TERRY BIEMAN
Team Leader

9 YEARS OF SERVICE

KEITH CLOETE
Team Leader

7 YEARS OF SERVICE

ALAN BIBBY
Team Leader

11 YEARS OF SERVICE

JUDY BURCH
Team Leader

27 YEARS OF SERVICE

MIKE BUTLER
GSAR Member

14 YEARS OF SERVICE

BILL GRIFFITHS
Team Leader

14 YEARS OF SERVICE

PER SVENDSEN
SAR Manager

13 YEARS OF SERVICE

CHUCK HAMILTON
SAR Manager

28 YEARS OF SERVICE

KRISTIN PEEBLES
Team Leader

9 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES WOOD
Team Leader

5 YEARS OF SERVICE

KRISTIN BALISKI
Team Leader

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

Just like your home, your insurance coverage needs a strong foundation.

Suite 1103 - 115 Fulford-Ganges Rd., SSI, BC V8K 2T9  
PH: 250-537-5527  •  FAX: 250-537-9700  •  seafi rstinsurance.com 

How about a 
ground-up review?

CALL US TODAY.

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

PCS proudly thanks our Search and Rescue 
volunteers for their service.

250-537-0089
info@nobugs.ca
www.nobugs.ca

Salt Spring Island
Emergency Program

250-537-1220

Engaging our Community in Disaster Resilience

ssiepc@crd.bc.ca  •  www.prepareyourself.ca

Thank you for everything 
you do to keep us safe.

OCEAN VIEW PATIO
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT

325 Fernwood Road  .  250-931-2233

Fernwood Road 
Café

Eat ~ Drink ~ Relax

steffichfineart
saltspringisland            established 1992

250-537-1216  156C Fulford-Ganges Road

We are proud to 
support 

our Search 
and Rescue 
volunteers.

0

Thank you for your 
commitment 

to our community

Saltspring 
Auto Supply
106 Jackson Avenue  250-537-5507

Proudly supporting the 
Search and Rescue volunteers.

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211

27,670*$

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2017 Forester 2.0XT Limited with technology 
package with an MSRP of $41,170 including Freight & PDI of $1,675. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See Jim 
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. Dealer #40319.

With more safety, performance, and comfort than ever 
before, it’s easy for the new and improved 2017 Subaru 
Forester to make friends. And now with heated seats 
available in the front and rear, it’ll be hard to keep them out. 

A MAN’S BEST FRIEND’S NEW BEST FRIEND.

JPSubaruVictoria.com 
1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC 

(250) 474-2211

SALT SPRING LINEN AND

Dry Cleaners
116 Hereford AveNUe  250-537-2241

open Tuesday - friday 8:30am - 4:30pm. 
Saturday 10am - 4pm. Closed on statutory holidays.

Proudly Supporting our local Ground 
Search and Rescue Volunteers.

www.saltspringgolf.com
Book your next T-time online.

Junior Golf Camps, call now for spring break dates. 
250-537-2121

Thank you 
to our 
dedicated 
volunteers

We appreciate
all you

do to keep
us safe.

Gary Holman, MLA
Saanich North and the Islands
2393 Beacon Ave. Sidney V8L 1W9
250-655-5711  •  1-855-955-5711
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca    www.garyholman.ca

Helping keep BC safe with programs and safety ideas.
Visit:  www.gov.bc.ca    

Thank you for your service to the community

 Windsor Plywood
250-537-5564

Open Mon.-Fri. 7am-5:30pm/Sat. 8-5am
Open Sundays & Holidays 9am-3pm

www.windsorssi.com

Trevalie Ventures
Fire Extinguisher Service & Maintenance

    Trevor Hutton (A.Sc.T) 
    Phone (250) 537-5927
    Cell (250) 221-1197
    Email trevalie@shaw.ca

    380 Woodland Drive
    Salt Spring Island, BC
    V8K 1J6 John 3:16

Trevalie Ventures
Fire Extinguisher Service and Maintenance

Trevor Hutton A.Sc.T

PH: 250-537-5927
cell: 250-221-1197
emAil: trevalie@shaw.ca

380 Woodland Drive
Salt Spring island, Bc V8K 1J6 John 3:16

info@saltspringsar.org    250-538-9032    www.saltspringsar.org    and on Facebook

Thank You Search & Rescue Team!

Much appreciation for 
all you do for our community, thank you.all you do for our community, thank you.

Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001

@SRobertsBC

STEPHEN P

ROBERTS
SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS
info@stephenproberts.ca

WENDY WEBB
GSAR Member

7 YEARS OF SERVICE

HEATHER KILBOURNE
GSAR Member

5 YEARS OF SERVICE

SHASTA COFFEY
Team Leader

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAY STEADMAN
GSAR Member

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

TUDOR DAVIES
Team Leader

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

JORDAN STRATFORD
GSAR Member

2 YEARS OF SERVICE

DARRYL GREEN
GSAR Member

2 YEARS OF SERVICE

ERIC ELLIS
GSAR Member

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

BRYAN CROWDER
GSAR Member

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

DEREK CAPITAINE
GSAR Member

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

JASON GRINDLER
Team Leader

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

MEMBERS 
IN TRAINING

SAR SUPPORT 
TEAM

Jan Coates,
Alyce Elinor and 
Richard Shead.

Ben Velthuizen, 
Susan Fussell, Donita Cooper, 
Kelly Graves, Sarah Penhale, 
Marc Munro, Budd Stewart 

and Mark Hall.



12 |  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2017  www.gulfislandsdriftood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftood.com  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2017 |  13

This feature is brought to you by the following community minded businesses:

Salute to Salt Spring Search and Rescue Society
SEAN MCINTYRE

Team Leader

7 YEARS OF SERVICE

TERRY BIEMAN
Team Leader

9 YEARS OF SERVICE

KEITH CLOETE
Team Leader

7 YEARS OF SERVICE

ALAN BIBBY
Team Leader

11 YEARS OF SERVICE

JUDY BURCH
Team Leader

27 YEARS OF SERVICE

MIKE BUTLER
GSAR Member

14 YEARS OF SERVICE

BILL GRIFFITHS
Team Leader

14 YEARS OF SERVICE

PER SVENDSEN
SAR Manager

13 YEARS OF SERVICE

CHUCK HAMILTON
SAR Manager

28 YEARS OF SERVICE

KRISTIN PEEBLES
Team Leader

9 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES WOOD
Team Leader

5 YEARS OF SERVICE

KRISTIN BALISKI
Team Leader

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

Just like your home, your insurance coverage needs a strong foundation.

Suite 1103 - 115 Fulford-Ganges Rd., SSI, BC V8K 2T9  
PH: 250-537-5527  •  FAX: 250-537-9700  •  seafi rstinsurance.com 

How about a 
ground-up review?

CALL US TODAY.

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

PCS proudly thanks our Search and Rescue 
volunteers for their service.

250-537-0089
info@nobugs.ca
www.nobugs.ca

Salt Spring Island
Emergency Program

250-537-1220

Engaging our Community in Disaster Resilience

ssiepc@crd.bc.ca  •  www.prepareyourself.ca

Thank you for everything 
you do to keep us safe.

OCEAN VIEW PATIO
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT

325 Fernwood Road  .  250-931-2233

Fernwood Road 
Café

Eat ~ Drink ~ Relax

steffichfineart
saltspringisland            established 1992

250-537-1216  156C Fulford-Ganges Road

We are proud to 
support 

our Search 
and Rescue 
volunteers.

0

Thank you for your 
commitment 

to our community

Saltspring 
Auto Supply
106 Jackson Avenue  250-537-5507

Proudly supporting the 
Search and Rescue volunteers.

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211

27,670*$

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2017 Forester 2.0XT Limited with technology 
package with an MSRP of $41,170 including Freight & PDI of $1,675. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See Jim 
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. Dealer #40319.

With more safety, performance, and comfort than ever 
before, it’s easy for the new and improved 2017 Subaru 
Forester to make friends. And now with heated seats 
available in the front and rear, it’ll be hard to keep them out. 

A MAN’S BEST FRIEND’S NEW BEST FRIEND.

JPSubaruVictoria.com 
1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC 

(250) 474-2211

SALT SPRING LINEN AND

Dry Cleaners
116 Hereford AveNUe  250-537-2241

open Tuesday - friday 8:30am - 4:30pm. 
Saturday 10am - 4pm. Closed on statutory holidays.

Proudly Supporting our local Ground 
Search and Rescue Volunteers.

www.saltspringgolf.com
Book your next T-time online.

Junior Golf Camps, call now for spring break dates. 
250-537-2121

Thank you 
to our 
dedicated 
volunteers

We appreciate
all you

do to keep
us safe.

Gary Holman, MLA
Saanich North and the Islands
2393 Beacon Ave. Sidney V8L 1W9
250-655-5711  •  1-855-955-5711
gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca    www.garyholman.ca

Helping keep BC safe with programs and safety ideas.
Visit:  www.gov.bc.ca    

Thank you for your service to the community

 Windsor Plywood
250-537-5564

Open Mon.-Fri. 7am-5:30pm/Sat. 8-5am
Open Sundays & Holidays 9am-3pm

www.windsorssi.com

Trevalie Ventures
Fire Extinguisher Service & Maintenance

    Trevor Hutton (A.Sc.T) 
    Phone (250) 537-5927
    Cell (250) 221-1197
    Email trevalie@shaw.ca

    380 Woodland Drive
    Salt Spring Island, BC
    V8K 1J6 John 3:16

Trevalie Ventures
Fire Extinguisher Service and Maintenance

Trevor Hutton A.Sc.T

PH: 250-537-5927
cell: 250-221-1197
emAil: trevalie@shaw.ca

380 Woodland Drive
Salt Spring island, Bc V8K 1J6 John 3:16

info@saltspringsar.org    250-538-9032    www.saltspringsar.org    and on Facebook

Thank You Search & Rescue Team!

Much appreciation for 
all you do for our community, thank you.all you do for our community, thank you.

Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001

@SRobertsBC

STEPHEN P

ROBERTS
SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS
info@stephenproberts.ca

WENDY WEBB
GSAR Member

7 YEARS OF SERVICE

HEATHER KILBOURNE
GSAR Member

5 YEARS OF SERVICE

SHASTA COFFEY
Team Leader

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAY STEADMAN
GSAR Member

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

TUDOR DAVIES
Team Leader

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

JORDAN STRATFORD
GSAR Member

2 YEARS OF SERVICE

DARRYL GREEN
GSAR Member

2 YEARS OF SERVICE

ERIC ELLIS
GSAR Member

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

BRYAN CROWDER
GSAR Member

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

DEREK CAPITAINE
GSAR Member

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

JASON GRINDLER
Team Leader

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

MEMBERS 
IN TRAINING

SAR SUPPORT 
TEAM

Jan Coates,
Alyce Elinor and 
Richard Shead.

Ben Velthuizen, 
Susan Fussell, Donita Cooper, 
Kelly Graves, Sarah Penhale, 
Marc Munro, Budd Stewart 

and Mark Hall.
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  Accessories Sale

342 Lower Ganges Road, in the Upper Ganges Centre Ph 250.537.8371
Hours: Tuesday to Friday 10 am – 5 pm, Saturday 9 am -noon

Bluetooth Radio Alarm Clock Bluetooth Headphone

Bluetooth Speakers

25 to 50% OFF 
Bluetooth Accessories

Bluetooth Ear Buds

Take the cell 
booster and phone 
cases out. There is 
no sale on those 
and I don’t have 
enough inventory 
for phone cases to 
have a sale.
Just show the 4 
pics with blue-
tooth.

Sixty hours of training required

Burch, who has been a SAR volunteer 
since the Salt Spring group was formed 
more than 25 years ago, took an imme-
diate liking to tracking. She’s attended 
courses across the province and host-
ed many tracking courses on the island 
for Salt Springers and folks from further 
afield.

Burch said she expects another good 
turn-out when the island hosts its next 
BC Tracking Association event in early 
April.

Mike Neeland, who founded the BCTA 
about 10 years ago to serve the needs of 
trackers in the province, estimates the 
number of trackers in British Columbia 
to be around 450. Offering courses more 
frequently and at a better price, he said, 
has helped boost numbers. So too has 
the recent popularity of survival-themed 
television shows and post-apocalyptic 
movies, which often stress values of self-
reliance and ingenuity.

“We’re scattered all over the province 
from Fort St. John and all the way to the 
southeast in places like Yahk and the 
Crowsnest Pass,” Neeland said.

Neeland has taken more than 100 
classes and taught upwards of 300 since 
he helped bring accredited tracking 
courses north of the Canada-U.S. border 
in the early 1980s. He said the elements 
of tracking fascinate people because any-
one who has spent time down on their 

knees searching for sign has probably 
seen how effective the techniques can be 
when seeking a lost subject.

Search and rescue teams are usually 
deployed by local police forces such as 
the RCMP to assist in specific cases. The 
range of “subjects” search and rescue 
teams can be called to rescue is as var-
ied as the communities they work in. 
Callouts can be for residents who “walk 
away” from care facilities, lost hikers, 
mushroom pickers and hunters, despon-
dent individuals, and individuals with 
varying degrees of mental illness.

Research reveals that the potential 
location of a lost person expands signifi-
cantly the longer a person is missing. If 
a subject isn’t found within the first few 
hours of a callout, the search can con-
tinue for days and often require many 
additional resources and risk the chance 
of eventually being called off.

“Every hour a search area expands 
itself exponentially,” Neeland said. “Two 
square kilometres becomes four, and 
four becomes 16, and once you get past 
80 square kilometres, if you don’t have 
the Chinese Army to help you out, it’s a 
crapshoot, so that’s why the trackers are 
in first, and in most cases they will come 
up with a line of sign that points out the 
right direction.

Neeland and the other instructors 
who oversee recruits figure 60 hours of 
work is required to get certified as an 
entry-level Track Aware tracker. It can 
take years to follow up with higher-level 

certifications of tracker and advanced 
tracker.

There’s no hard-and-fast measure, but 
Neeland likes to know that up-and-com-
ers have a good grasp of what he likes to 
call the power base. These are the funda-
mental principles that help trackers of any 
experience level know what to look for 
when the going gets tough. It’s kind of like 
a mental library that covers different types 
of sign in a variety of conditions.

Growing that subconscious database is 
why trackers spend many hours drawing 
the general shapes and unique details of 
individual footprints on tracking cards 
out in the field. Neeland said they could 
always take pictures of the prints, but 
that doesn’t help things sink in as thor-
oughly, and a thorough understanding 
can be the difference between life and 
death.

“They need to know the fundamental 
principles,” he said. “Little Nelly is out 
there, and she’s not taking any excuses 
about ‘Oh, I couldn’t see the last foot-
print.’ You’ve got to be able to do it.”

Further information about the BCTA 
is available at www.bctracking.org. 

For more details about Salt Spring 
Island Search and Rescue, visit www.
saltspringsar.org, check out Salt Spring 
Island Search and Rescue on Facebook 
or follow along on Twitter at @SSI_SAR. 
Newcomers are always welcome to 
pop by the group’s weekly meetings on 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the old RCMP sta-
tion at 261 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

EMErGEnCY PrEP 

Readiness at your fingertips
Take time to make kits and explore resources 

Emergency Management BC urges British Columbians to make emergency 
preparedness a priority and to invest in preparedness for their home, family, 
neighbourhood and community.

Through PreparedBC, EMBC offers tips and resources to help make personal 
preparedness easily achievable. Start by building an emergency kit and developing 
a household plan that you and your family can practise throughout the year and be 
confident in.

Creating a home emergency kit doesn’t need to take long or become costly. Just 
follow the basic list below and remember to store your collected supplies in an easy-
to-access location during an emergency.

traCKInG 
continued from 11

PhoTo BY SEAN McINTYRE 

Sandy Gammie, from campbell River Search and Rescue, 
left, and Shasta coffey of Salt Spring SAR search for sign 
during a tracking exercise on the island. 

•  First-aid kit
•  Battery-powered or 

hand-crank radio
•  Flashlight and extra 

batteries
•  Whistle to signal for 

help
•  Cellphone with 

charger (inverter or 
solar charger)

•  Cash in small bills

Home emergency kit

Other PreparedBC resources are 
available at www.gov.bc.ca/prepared, 
including a Household Preparedness 
Guide and Household Emergency 
Plan, Neighbourhood Preparedness 
Guide, Pet Preparedness Guide, 
Resource for People with Disabilities, 
and Guide for Apartments, Condos 
and Townhomes.

grAB-AnD-go kit
Don’t count on being home when there’s 

an emergency. In addition to having a kit 
at home, create grab-and-go bags for your 
work and vehicles that contain:

•  Food (ready to eat) 
and water

•  Flashlight and 
batteries

•  AM/FM radio
•  Medications
•  Seasonal clothing
•  Blanket
•  Cell phone charger

•  Pen and notepad
•  Personal toiletries
•  Small first-aid kit
•  Extra pair of glasses 

or contacts
•  Cash in small bills
•  Local map with your 

family meeting 
place identified

•  Whistle

•  Garbage bags
•  A local map with your 

family meeting place 
identified

•  A minimum three-day 
supply of food and water

•  Dust mask
•  Seasonal clothing and 

footwear
•  Water (minimum of 

four litres of water per 
person, per day)
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 250.537.2102 | artspring.ca    Adults: $23  Youth: $5

THE MYSTERY OF THE HUNGRY HEART MOTEL

TUE FEB 7 | 7:30PM 

PETER N’ CHRIS

http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthfi les/hfi le103a.stm

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

www.prepareyourself.ca

For information on preparing for an earthquake 
go to:  www.shakeoutbc.ca

Most experts will agree that the kitchen is the most dangerous 
room in your house. Here’s what you need to know to secure your 
kitchen to make it safer:
CABINET DOORS:  Secure your cabinet doors with latches that will help 
keep your glassware and dishes from fl ying off the shelves.   
FRIDGES AND STOVES:  These 
appliances can move and are 
heavy.  Secure all major kitchens 
appliances.
CHEMICAL STORAGE:  Many of us 
store household cleaners under our 
kitchen sink.  Secure these items 
within this spot by putting them in 
separate bucket and installing a 
latch on the cabinet door.
GAS:  If you have gas appliances 
know where your shut off valve is.

What is the most 
dangerous room in 
your house during 
an Earthquake?

https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/
video;_ylt=AwrTcXyfYYtYWA8AU_
GJzbkF?p=kitchen%20damage%20
in%20an%20earthquake&fr=mcafee&fr2
=p%3As%2Cv%3Ai%2Cm%3Apivot#id=8
&vid=cce3ef52f582657231a9180f32cd420
0&action=view

Check out this youtube 
video showing a kitchen 
torn apart by the Japanese 
earthquake in 2011. 

MusIC rEVIEw 

Mad World evening highlights knockout talent at GISS
Music program show never 
disappoints 

By DAWN HAGE
D r i f t w o o D  C o n t r i b u t o r

Expectations are always high when 
posters go up for a GISS Music show, and 
when they run for one night only, tickets 
sell out fast. 

Mad World on Jan. 24 at ArtSpring the-
atre was no exception and the appreciative 
sold-out audience showed their love for 
the music with thunderous applause and a 
standing ovation.

Almost all of the 18 selections were origi-
nal compositions or arrangements by stu-
dents with the exception of five imagina-
tive covers. Students ranged from Grade 9 
through 12 and the level of experience and 
professionalism on stage was remarkable 
throughout. 

The GISS choirs are notably outstanding 
and performed with incredible intonation, 
phrasing, control and musicality. There is 
enormous depth in both choirs and this 
was demonstrated by the wide number of 
soloists throughout the evening, all han-
dling the spotlight with poise and courage. 
In a cappella music, singers must sing 
both as one and as soloists, with intense 
attention to detail and acute awareness 
at all times of the ensemble. The students 
showed an amazing understanding of this 
and their performances were breathtak-
ing. 

The evening opened with the Senior 
Choir joyfully belting out the spiritual 
Lord, arranged by Bruce More. It was a 
perfect way to open the show, with a full 
choir sound and a variety of counter melo-
dies and improvisational lines soaring out 
and into the rafters above. 

The program then moved into a series 
of smaller instrumental and vocal groups 
that showcased original compositions and 
some sparkling young talent. Twinkle fea-
tured violin, conga, alto sax, bass, drums 
and keyboard and the students played a 

lovely melodic motif with sensitivity and 
good balance. 

You, Me and the Moon was a treat with 
Kane O’Scalleigh and Ava Powelson sing-
ing and playing ukulele, accompanied by 
Rowan Potter-Biech on electric bass. Their 
voices were gorgeous as they traded solo 
lines and blended seamlessly together. 

Moon Shadow with Caitlin Rae, Yugo 
Uemaru, Bonnie Conrad and Jessie Adel-
son was delightful, their arrangement 
retaining the lightness and joyful feel of 
Cat Stevens’ original with a fresh new twist.

Despite their young age, Sophie Douglas 
and Nicky Mackenzie inhabit the stage 
as seasoned professionals and though 
unique singers in voice and musicality, 
they blend beautifully with each other and 
anyone else they are paired to sing with. 
Stand-out moments were Mackenzie sing-
ing solo in Maybe and Douglas and Mack-
enzie together in Home. 

Cole Dine’s moving solo Spotlight dis-
played his strong vocal talents and musi-
cality while laying down great guitar riffs 
in a duet with Mackenzie in Say When and 
Douglas in Better Man. Ribbon of Lies with 
Dine and O’Scalleigh was another high-
light of the night and a crowd favourite.

Man in a Suit featured Natasha Wilson, 
who led with powerful, heartfelt vocals, 
accompanied by full rhythm section and 
featuring a sensitive guitar solo by Potter-
Biech. For A Friend was a really fun larger 
ensemble number featuring Gustaf Hell-
mann rapping in German and Jacob Cal-
estagne beat boxing with great style and 
energy. 

The music students of GISPA performed 
two original numbers, Somewhere Under 
the Rainbow and Scarecrow, giving the 
audience an intriguing preview of the 
upcoming spring GISPA show, The Wizard 
of Oz. Fog effects and subtle lighting gave 

autHor VIsIt 

Zwicky offers path to understanding
Sunday reading at the library 

By GEORGE SIPOS
S P E C i A L  t o  t H E  D r i f t w o o D

“Poetry makes nothing happen,” W.H. Auden once 
famously wrote. 

He was thinking about W.B. Yeats’ yearning to 
engage art in the political struggle for Irish indepen-
dence. 

In our day, when the burning issues of the time are 
degradation of the natural environment, the accelerat-
ing disappearance of living species and other related 
threats to the future of life on the planet, we might 
rephrase Auden:

“Can poetry prevent anything from happening?”
This subtler and more urgent question runs through 

The Long Walk, a new collection of poems by Jan 
Zwicky, one of Canada’s most respected poets, winner 
of the Governor General’s Award and former professor 
of philosophy at UVic. 

Zwicky’s book touches on many forms of decay: the 
environment, of course, but also the vanishing com-
munities of the prairies where Zwicky grew up, and the 
ravages of time in individual lives and relationships.

We know that art has always sought to explore and 
articulate the various forms of decline that make up 
life. But can art “do” anything to help us prevent what 
seems inevitable? 

If I go down on my knees, if I go down 
         in the burnt yellow grass, in the somnolent leaves,
what will this serve?

The answer which emerges from these poems, 
sometimes obliquely, sometimes directly, is that we 
can only prevent those tragedies we understand. And 
it is the function of poetry to provide a language and 
the insights necessary to achieve understanding, sur-
rounded as we are these days “everywhere [by] the 
glare of meaning’s absence.”

Some of Zwicky’s poems are philosophical, some 
political, some point an accusatory finger at our lazy 
indifference, but most often they are also rooted in 
careful, loving, often grief-stricken engagement with 
the natural world, the very thing we are in danger of 
losing:

You, 
you who are weeping, 

look up: it’s the sky. 
And the rain that is falling 

is rain.

Zwicky will be reading from The Long Walk at the 
Salt Spring Public Library on Sunday, Feb. 5 at 4 p.m. 
The timing is carefully chosen to fit in with the Salt 
Spring Forum’s presentation of Kent Rathwell, the 
Canadian guru of electric vehicle infrastructure, at 7:30 
p.m. at ArtSpring. 

Between these two events, those concerned with 
our environmental future can meet one of Canada’s 
leading poetic and philosophical thinkers on the 
subject in the afternoon, and then a champion of a 
thoroughly pragmatic program to help reduce carbon 
emissions in the evening. 

this performance a rather eerie quality, and three violins, 
beautiful vocals, piano, drums, bass and guitar created 
unique orchestrations and colours, adding a complex ele-
ment to the Mad World program. 

The Junior Choir had only one number in the show, 
but it was a knockout. Featuring Cyrus Andress and Cassy 
Marr (filling in for Niko Reveley) as soloists in Brave, these 
young singers raised the roof with a very fun and uplifting 
arrangement of the Sara Bareilles original. 

Before the final pieces of the evening, music teacher 
Bruce Smith expressed his delight with the high level of 
performance achieved with a group that included many 
new students who were performing on a big stage for the 
first time. Smith also thanked the audience and commu-
nity for their support and then called the Senior Choir to 
the stage for the final three selections of the evening. 

The Senior Choir performed three covers: Demons, 
Hide and Seek, and Mad World. Many soloists stepped 
forward, including Mackenzie, Douglas, Wilson. Safiya 
Carroll-Labelle and Haylee Stobart. All were outstanding 
and the blend, tuning and phrasing of the entire ensem-
ble was a delight. 

The crowning moment of the evening was the name-
sake of the show, Mad World, with standout solo by Sto-
bart and great work by all the soloists and members of the 
choir. A tremendous end to a wonderful evening. 

  

Photo BY JEN MAcLELLAN 

GISS music students Kane o’Scalleigh, left, and Ava Powelson sing and play ukulele 
for You, Me and the Moon at last week’s concert at ArtSpring. 
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Do the fees you pay for investment advice reflect 
fair value for the services you receive and the 
return on your investments?

If you are concerned about your investments 
costing you too much, then contact Deborah to 
discuss Raymond James’ cost-efficient fee 
structure.

Deborah Reid, FMA, FCSI 
Financial Advisor

#216-9764 Fifth Street, Sidney, BC 
250-657-0700
deborah.reid@raymondjames.ca

Raymond James Ltd., Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund.

Concerned over 
Advisor Fees?

Interested in 

Growing your customer base?

Businesses must market their products and 
services efficiently to move toward success. 
This is crucial for both new and established 

businesses.
Successful marketing has two components. First, it 

must produce new customers. Second, it must be cost 
effective, generating more net sales than expenses. The 
goal is to attract the largest amount of customers at the 
lowest possible price.

Reach is the key to successful marketing. 
In the application of statistics to advertising 
and media analysis, reach refers to the total number of 
different people or households exposed to your message.

Driftwood Gulf Islands Media publications are able to 
offer you full reach of Salt Spring Island and the Southern 
Gulf Islands at an affordable price point.

Call one of our marketing executives to help you build 
a campaign to grow your businesses. Ask about our Shop 
Local campaign discounts.

250.537.9933

Your MONEY MATTERS

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

FIRST IN A FOUR PART SERIES

SAVINGS VEHICLES 

Tax-free savings account questions easily answered 
All ages can benefi t 
from TFSAs

BY KIM INGLIS
Canadians are becoming more 

aware of tax-free savings accounts 
(TFSAs) but still have many ques-
tions about how they work and how 
best to maximize them.

Basically, Canadians 18 years or 
older can currently save up to $5,500 
a year tax-free, with no maximum 
age limit on contributing. Unused 
contribution room can be carried 
forward indefi nitely. The extensive 
list of eligible investments gener-
ally includes money market, stocks, 
bonds, ETFs and funds. Investors 
can make withdrawals at any time 
in any amount without being taxed, 
and re-contribute the full amount 
not earlier than Jan. 1 of the follow-
ing year, when it is added to contri-
bution room. 

It’s important to remember 
that re-contributions in the same 
calendar year as the withdrawal 
count against contribution room 
and could cause over-contribut-
ing, which the Canada Revenue 
Agency penalizes. The good news 
is that CRA keeps track of contribu-
tions made in previous years, so an 
investor who is not certain where 
they stand can contact the CRA to 
be certain.

Amounts to contribute
Contribution limits have 

changed considerably over the 
years, so there may be confu-
sion about the amount an indi-
vidual can contribute. An inves-
tor who has never contributed 
to a TFSA, but has been eligible 
since 2009, can invest up to 
$52,000 in 2017. For those who 
have been maximizing their 
contributions yearly, the 2017 
limit is $5,500.

All ages bene� t
One remarkable aspect of TFSAs 

is that investors of all ages can ben-
efit from them.  Young people, in 
lower income tax brackets when 
RRSP refunds are less advanta-
geous, have an alternate vehicle to 
increase their savings tax-free. The 
funds are also accessible in case of 
emergency. 

Wealthy investors, who are 
likely to have maximized their 
RRSP contributions, are pro-

vided another route to tax-shel-
tered growth. Seniors can benefit 
because, unlike RRSPs, a withdraw-
al from a TFSA is not considered 
income and therefore doesn’t affect 
eligibility for Old Age Security.

RRSPs or TFSAs?
A common question is whether 

investors should contribute to their 
RRSP, TFSA, or both. In an ideal 
world, they would contribute to 
both. For instance, they could con-

tribute to their RRSP and then use 
the tax refund to contribute to their 
TFSA. If investors have to choose one 
over the other, they should consider 
their marginal tax rate. If it is expect-
ed to be lower in retirement, they 
may be better off opting for RRSPs 
to take advantage of the deductions 
during higher earning years.

Grow your assets
Finally, the most often asked 

question regards TFSA holdings . 
. . . Generally speaking, investors 
get the most out of TFSAs when 
they use them to grow assets. Sadly, 
some people believe their TFSAs 
are the same as any other “savings 
accounts” and use them to hold 
cash. This is a very ineffi cient use 
of TFSAs. Consider an investor who 
contributed $5,500 to a TFSA, fully 
invested in an exchange-traded 
fund earning 10 per cent for the 
year. They would have a tax-free 
profi t of $550. The investor who left 
the contribution in cash generating 
1.50 per ent only received $82.50. 
The difference speaks for itself.

The writer is a portfolio manager 
with Canaccord Genuity Wealth Man-
agement, a division of Canaccord Genu-
ity Corp., Member – Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund.The views in this col-
umn are solely those of the author.

Basically, Canadians 
18 years or older can 
currently save up to 

$5,500 a year tax-free, 
with no maximum age 
limit on contributing.
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MARKUS WENZEL
BBA (Hons), CFP, Financial Consultant
Investors Group Financial Services Inc.
250-653-9788
markus.wenzel@investorsgroup.com

TEILE MCDONALD
Consultant
Investors Group Financial Services Inc.
250-221-1164
teile.mcdonald@investorsgroup.com

Insurance products and services distributed through I.G. Insurance Services Inc. Insurance license sponsored by The Great-West Life Assurance Company. 
Trademarks, including Investors Group, are owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations. MP1577 (02/2014)

Will your retirement savings last? 
Are you retired and unsure where you stand 
� nancially? If you’re concerned about ensuring your 
money will last as long as you need it, we can help.

The time to call is now.

Canada’s #1 Benefits Plan!
Guaranteed Issue for 1+ Person Firms
Pooled benefits; no firm singled out 

for rate increase
Coverage available for 
home-based business

Call 1-888-655-5079

Philip Baardman
Financial Advisor

2480 Beacon Ave., Sidney

2.3%
Our best GIC rate!

C.D.I.C. / C.U.D.I.C.
1 year - 2.06% 4 year - 2.15%
2 year - 2.07% 5 year - 2.30%
3 year - 2.11%

Short term: RSP & TFSA @ 3.00%
Doug Wedman, CFP

1-888-655-5079
2480 Beacon St. Sidney

Subject to rate change, minimum deposit.

•Tax preparation (personal, 
corporate, estate)

•Tax planning 
•Auditing not-for-profi ts 

charities/stratas/corporations 
•Consulting for buying/selling/

starting a business

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant

340 Lower Ganges Road  
250-537-9742250-537-9742

The numbers don’t lie

SERVICES OFFERED 
INCLUDE:
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Chartered Professional Accountants

FIRST IN A FOUR PART SERIES

TAXES 

Time to get tax-reporting ducks lined up for the year
CRA website contains 
helpful info 

Tax time can be a hectic part of 
the year. Check out these tips to get 
through the season without breaking 
a sweat.

1. Get ready. Everything you need 
to know to do your taxes, including 
important due dates, is available at 

cra.gc.ca/getready.
2. Do your taxes on time — and 

online. If you owe taxes, file your 
return and pay on time to avoid late-
filing penalties and interest. If you 
don’t owe taxes, you should still do 
your taxes on time to receive your 
Canada child benefi t and GST/HST 
credit payments without delay. If 
you’re expecting a refund, it can be in 
your bank account in as little as eight 

days if you file online and sign up 
for direct deposit. 

You can prepare your return your-
self using the “auto-fill my return” 
service to fi ll in parts of your return, 
available in some NETFILE-certifi ed 
tax preparation software programs 
when you are registered in the Can-
ada Revenue Agency’s My Account. 

3. Claim your deductions, benefi ts 
and credits. Learn about the deduc-

tions, benefi ts and credits you may 
be eligible for on the CRA website. 
These include child and family bene-
fi ts, credits for medical expenses and 
charitable donations, the disability 
tax credit, and more.

4. Get help. If you have a modest 
income and simple tax situation and 
need help completing your return, 
many community organizations host 
free tax preparation clinics that can 

help. The Community Volunteer 
Income Tax Program helps thou-
sands for free every year.

5. Ask for a payment plan. Some 
taxpayers may not be able to pay 
all their taxes by the due date. If 
you owe taxes but can’t pay, you 
may be able to set up a payment 
arrangement to pay in smaller 
amounts over time.  

www.newscanada.com

PERSONAL FINANCES 

Canadians lack fi nancial plan
Health care, the unexpected and 
running out of money are key 
retirement concerns

A new CIBC poll finds that nearly half 
(46 per cent) of Canadians do not have a 
fi nancial plan in place to reach their goals, 
despite many feeling concerned about 
their retirement years.

“While most of us have a fairly good 
sense of our fi nancial goals, so many Cana-
dians do not have a clear road map in place 
to achieve what they want today – and 
tomorrow,” says Sarah Widmeyer, manag-
ing director and head of wealth strategies, 
CIBC. “Whether the goal is to eliminate 
debt, save more, or retire early, you can 
achieve success with a fi nancial plan.”

Key poll � ndings include:
•  54 per cent of Canadians surveyed have 

a financial plan, with 64 per cent of 
them having a long-term plan that iden-
tifi es their savings goals and the steps to 
achieve them.

•  36 per cent who describe it as only a 
budget they review regularly, a short-
term plan or “other.”

•  46 per cent of Canadians surveyed do 
not have a fi nancial plan with 42 per cent 
of them saying they “have a pretty good 
idea” and don’t need to write it down.

•  When thinking about retirement, just 
over half (51 per cent) are most wor-
ried about increasing health care costs, 
45 per cent are concerned about how 
to manage unexpected expenses, and 
43 per cent worry that they won’t have 
enough money to live the life they want.

Life gets in the way.
According to previous CIBC polls, “pay-

ing down debt” has been the top fi nancial 
priority for Canadians for seven straight 
years, indicating few people are making 
headway on their goals.

“We all aim to have a suffi cient nest egg 
for retirement and money to handle the 
unexpected, but everyday life has a ten-

dency of getting in the way,” says Widmey-
er. “By setting out a clear path to your goals, 
a fi nancial plan can help you stay on track. 
It also gives you the confi dence to manage 
surprises, so that setbacks don’t put your 
retirement dreams and other goals at risk.”

The poll finds that having a financial 
plan in place makes Canadians feel more 
confi dent in their ability to manage unex-
pected changes in their fi nances. Addition-
ally, those who have a financial advisor 
(61 per cent) also feel better able to man-
age setbacks. The poll surveyed Canadians 
with household incomes above $100,000.

A � nancial plan and a 
budget are not the same. 
But both are important.

The poll fi ndings show that even among 
those who do have a fi nancial plan, more 
than a third (36 per cent) appear to be 
confused about how it differs from a bud-
get, pointing to a limited understanding 
of the full value and purpose of a fi nancial 
plan.

“While budgeting and fi nancial planning 
go hand-in-hand, a budget alone is insuf-
fi cient in crafting the life you want in the 
future,” says Widmeyer. She adds that con-
fusing a budget with a fi nancial plan may 
leave Canadians ill-prepared.

Widmeyer describes a fi nancial plan as 
a clear, written report detailing an indi-
vidual’s personal goals, financial needs 
and priorities in areas such as income 
and expenses, taxes, mortgage planning, 
education needs, retirement, estate plan-
ning and insurance. A fi nancial plan also 
incorporates assumptions like inflation, 
the time to a goal and expected rates of 
return, which many may miss on their own, 
she adds.

“There are many things to consider 
depending on your life stage, income and 
lifestyle expectations,” says Widmeyer. “Is 
it better to pay down debt or save? Are you 
saving enough? Could you possibly retire 
earlier than you thought? These are some 
of the questions a fi nancial plan can help 
you answer and where the real value of a 
plan lies.”

From January 5 
to 9, 2017, an online 
survey was conducted 
a m o n g  1 , 0 0 7 
Canadian adults with 
a household income 
greater than $100,000 
who are Angus Reid 
Forum panelists. For 
comparison purposes, 
a probability sample 
of this size has a 
margin of error of +/- 
3%, 19 times out of 20.
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COMPREHENSIVE 

INTERACTIVE 
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OF EVENTS

 LISTINGS

  CINEMA

• Manchester By The Sea — An uncle is obliged to return home to care for his 
nephew after his brother dies. He is to be the guardian but struggles with the deci-
sion. Six Academy Award nominations, including Best Picture.
• National Theatre: No Man’s Land with Ian McKellen & Patrick Stewart — Ian 
McKellen and Patrick Stewart return to the West End stage in Harold Pinter’s comedy 
No Man’s Land, from Wyndham’s Theatre, London. Thursday, Feb. 2 only. 3 p.m. mati-
nee and 7 p.m. Email thefritz@hotmail.ca to reserve tickets.

  EXHIBITIONS

• The Uprooting: the Japanese Garden Society presents a commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of the removal of all people of Japanese ancestry from the B.C. 
coast in the Salt Spring Public Library Program Room through February, along 
with special events held each week. Opening reception is on Tuesday, Feb. 7, with 
guest speakers Rose Murakami and Keiko Mary Murakami Kitagawa telling 
their family’s story. 4 to 6 p.m.

  EXHIBITIONS

• The Salt Spring Painters Guild annual lobby show at ArtSpring features 
new works done under instruction and in drawing sessions. Show runs through 
February. 
• The Country Grocer Café is showing works by League 181, six Salt Spring 
Painters Guild members who get together each week to paint, based on scenes 
photographed at Country Grocer. 
• Sabrina Ali shows photography highlighted by lines of her poetry at the Salt 
Spring Coffee Co. Cafe through February. 
• A shared photography exhibit is in the Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe hallway 
through January: Doors & Windows by Margaret Ann Argiro and Flowers by 
Judy McPhee.

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

starring Ian McKellen 
and Patrick Stewart.  
Thursday February 2nd Only with a 3pm 
matinee and 7 pm show, advance tickets 
are $22. Email thefritz@hotmail.ca 
to reserve tickets.

 National
Theatre
 Live Live
No Man's Land

Feb. 3rd to 7th Fri. to Tues. 7pm   
Sun. 3pm matinee and 7pm

MANCHESTER
SEABY

THE

135 min
Rating: 14A

6 OSCAR 
NOMINATIONS

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936 PAGE 23

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

Family Day Celebration  
Featuring the Ta Daa Lady
Monday, February 13th 

Mahon Hall • 8:00am–5:00pm
More info: www.ssartscouncil.com  
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D.W. Salty 
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Streets of 
Salt Spring 
Island.
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250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Wed. Feb 1
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea à Tempo - 
Kaizenjammers. 
Trio of John Reid, Michael 
Aronoff and Warren Langley 
perform music that is a little bit 
country, a little bit folk, a little 
bit blues and a little bit jazz. All 
Saints By-the-Sea. 2:10 p.m. 
Followed by tea and treats.
The Lonesome Ace 
Stringband. 
Live and gritty Appalachian 
folk songs and fiddle/banjo 
tunes. Moby’s Pub. 8 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

The Uprooting. 
The Japanese Garden Society 
presents a month-long com-
memoration of the 75th 
anniversary of the removal of 
all people of Japanese ances-
try from the B.C. coast. Daily 
during library hours at the 
Library Program Room until 
Feb. 27. 
Library Open Late.  
Salt Spring Public Library 
is open late on Wednesday 
evenings from 5 to 7 p.m. until 
March 8.  
Library Tech Series: Excel 
Part B. 
Instructor Jared Finesmith will 
take students through using 
Microsoft Excel in this free 
four-part course. Excel Part A or 
previous experience with Excel 
is required. Pre-register at the 
library information desk, by 
phone at 250-537-4666, or 
email at info@saltspringlibrary.
com. 6:15 to 9 p.m.

Thu. Feb 2
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic With Dave & Ross. 
Every Thursday 
at Moby’s Pub 
beginning at 8 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

National Theatre: No Man’s 
Land. 
Stars Ian McKellen and Patrick 
Stewart in the Wyndham 
Theatre production of Harold 
Pinter’s comedy. At The Fritz. 3 
p.m. and 7 p.m. shows. 
Poetry Open Mic. 
Join featured poet David Fraser, 
founder and editor of Ascent 
Aspirations Magazine. Salt 
Spring Library Program Room. 7 
p.m. Reader sign-up at 6:45. 

Fri. Feb 3
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Rod Stewart Tribute. 
Vic Vaga performance at the 
Legion lounge. 8 p.m.
Fabulous Flakes. 
Rock/dance band at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

A New Economy Film 
Screening. 
Salt Spring Film Festival Society 
presentation at ArtSpring. 
Screening followed by a Q&A 
with director Trevor Meier and 
Michael Ableman, who is a 
Salt Spring resident and farmer 
featured in the film. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m.

Fri. Feb 3
  ACTIVITIES

Argentine Tango Practica. 
All are welcome to join the 
tango group, Por el Amor del 
Tango, at weekly practicas. 
Every Friday 
at the Core 
Inn, 3rd 
floor. 8 to 10 
p.m. Info: 
ssi.tango@
gmail.com.

Sat. Feb 4
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
White Dogs of Texas. One-man 
play starring Vaughn Fulford, 
local musician and actor. Library 
fundraiser event includes wine & 
cheese reception at 7 p.m. Show 
starts at 7:30.
Happy Daze. 1950s/’60s rock 
band at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES  
Parenting Workshop with 
Allison Rees. 
Author of two parenting 
books and a regular parenting 
coach and teacher presents 
session titled Boundaries and 
Communication. GISS. 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. 

Sun. Feb 5
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Vargo. 
Live music at Salt Spring Inn. 6 
to 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Book Launch With Jan 
Zwicky. 
One of Canada’s most distin-
guished poets launches her new 
book The Long Walk, a tender, 
terrified lament for the imper-
iled world as a condemnation of 
its imminent destruction. Salt 
Spring Public Library. 4 p.m.
SS Forum Presents Kent 
Rathwell - Big Business is 
Green Business. 
Builder of a free electric vehicle 
charging station network and 
owner of Sun Country Farms 
birdseed company speaks about 
the environment, entrepre-
neurship, electric vehicles and 
sustainable farming. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m.
Rollerblading. 
Every Sunday at 
Fulford Hall from 
1 to 3 p.m. 

Mon. Feb 6
 ACTIVITIES  
Salt Spring Toastmasters 
Public Speaking Club. 
Join diverse individuals who 
share a common goal of becom-
ing better communicators 
and leaders. Shared Space in 
Merchants Mews. 7 p.m.

Tue. Feb 7
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Peter N’ Chris: The Mystery 
of the Hungry Heart Hotel. 
Acclaimed comedians bring 
their sell-out show, a send-up 
of the horror and slasher genres. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES  
The Uprooting: Opening 
Reception. 
Guest speakers Rose Murakami 
and Keiko Mary Murakami 
Kitagawa share the story of 
their family’s journey through 
the history of the uprooting in 
1942. Salt Spring Public Library. 
4 to 6 p.m.
Workshops: Hand Building 
With Clay. 
Third in series with artist 
Kathleen Raven. Salt Spring 
Island Public Library. 6:30 p.m.
Floor Hockey. 
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall. 
7:30 p.m.  

Wed. Feb 8
 ACTIVITIES

Gulf Islands Board of 
Education Meeting. 
Public welcome to school 
board meeting at Salt Spring 
Island Middle School library. 
1 p.m.
The Whims Family of Salt 
Spring Island: Farming, 
Family and Social Friction. 
Salt Spring Historical Society 
presentation at Central Hall. 
2 p.m. 

Wed. Feb 8
 ACTIVITIES

Tech Series: Excel Part B. 
Instructor Jared Finesmith will 
take students through using 
Microsoft Excel in this free four-
part course. Pre-registration 
required. Salt Spring Island 
Public Library. 
6:15 p.m.
Songjam. 
Pub-style 
singalong to 
the soundtrack 
of our lives. 
Moby’s Pub. 
7:30 p.m. 

IF YOU 
HAVE AN 

EVENT 
FOR THE  
EVENTS 

CALENDAR 
EMAIL:
 news@

gulfislands
driftwood

.com

Mahon Hall

Microsoft Excel in this free four-
part course. Pre-registration 
required. Salt Spring Island 
Public Library. 
6:15 p.m.
Songjam. 
Pub-style 
singalong to 
the soundtrack 
of our lives. 
Moby’s Pub. 
7:30 p.m. 

news@
gulfislands
driftwood

.com

COURTESY VIC VAGA

Vic Vaga brings 
his Rod Stewart 
tribute show to 

the Legion on 
Friday night. 
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people&community
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

communitycommunity

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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VOLUNTEERISM 

Track volunteer hours for special Canada 150 challenge
Volunteer and 
Community 
Resources 
spearheads 
activities

SUBMITTED BY VOLUNTEER 
& COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Do you like a challenge? 
Volunteer and Community 
Resources has one for you.

 We’re launching a cam-
paign, running from Feb. 1 to 
July 1, to celebrate Canada’s 
150th birthday. It’s called the 
Canada 150 for 150 Volunteer 
Challenge. 

With so many generous 
volunteers on our island giv-
ing of their time and talents 
in so many ways, it should be 
easy. Here it is:

Can you give 150 volunteer 
hours to Salt Spring Island 
before July 1, 2017? Why 
between Feb. 1 and July 1? 
Because it’s exactly 150 days, 
of course!

We all know it’s nice to 
have a reward at the end of a 
challenge. We’re working on 
some surprises. While we do 
our work, here’s yours:

• Keep track of the num-
ber of hours you volunteer 
to July 1. (Psst…we’ll let you 
backdate to Jan. 1, 2017). 
There are different ways to 
track. Register via Volinspire, 
a national online and mobile 
platform that has been set 
up at: https://volinspire.
com/signup/canada150. 
(Please follow the registra-
tion instructions located 
on our website at www.
vcrsaltspring.org.)

• Keep track through 

already established systems 
where you volunteer. (Ask 
your volunteer coordinator).

• Keep track yourself! How 
could we not trust a volun-
teer?

• Track all volunteer hours, 
formal or informal, big or 
small, however you give of 
your time to make our com-
munity better for others.

• Don’t underestimate the 
hours you contribute . . . driv-
ing, phone calls, meetings, 
thinking . . . they all count!

• Submit your hours by 

June 23, 2017. (Don’t worry. 
You can log the hours 
planned for that last week.)

• Lead with your heart, give 
the best you can and have 
fun!

Tips 
Need some help to get 

inspired? Here is a list of tips 
to get you started:

• Check out our website 
daily for examples of people 
just like you on Salt Spring 
Island who are volunteering 

and loving it . . . 150 days, 150 
people, 150 organizations.

• Spur some healthy com-
petition! Challenge neigh-
bours, colleagues, friends 
and relatives. Create sparks 
between schools, churches, 
service clubs and business-
es.

• Volunteer as a family. 
Track your combined time 
(i.e. if you visit Greenwoods 
together, multiply that time 
by the number of people). 
Reclaim some time together 
while helping others. There 

is no better way to teach 
children those heart skills 
than to be a good role model.

• Volunteer together with 
friends. We know that vol-
unteering is becoming more 
of a social activity, especially 
with younger populations.

• Use volunteering as 
a strategy to cultivate new 
friendships with people who 
share similar values, interests 
and passions.

• Want to get your toes wet 
fi rst? Talk to people who are 
volunteering in areas that 
you are interested and find 
out if you can “shadow a vol-
unteer.”

• Encourage your high 
school students enrolled in 
work experience programs to 
see if they can push beyond 
their required 100 hours to 
150.

• Students and teachers: 
We invite you to track the 
giving that you are already 
doing in support of learn-
ing about social responsibil-
ity. Hours visiting/reading to 
seniors, collecting garbage 
off the beaches, helping pre-
schoolers through the Early 
Learning for Families pro-
gram, etc. all count! 

• Visit the VCR website to 
check out volunteer postings 
as well as to fi nd a list of the 
different kinds of organiza-
tions on the island. Call us 
at 250-931-0039 or email to 
Janine Fernandes-Hayden 
at admin@vcrsaltpring.org if 
you need help.

• Become a sponsor. Work 
with us and be a leader in 
recognizing our many com-
munity volunteers. Call us 
at 250-931-0039 or email to 
Janine Fernandes-Hayden at 

admin@vcrsaltpring.org to 
join this community cam-
paign.

Background
Volunteerism is at the 

heart of all vibrant and 
healthy Canadian Commu-
nities. We know that this is 
especially so on Salt Spring 
Island. There are over 250 
not-for-profits (including 
approximately 80 registered 
charities) on our island 
delivering a variety of servic-
es, many for which munici-
pal and regional govern-
ments in more urban areas 
might normally be responsi-
ble. The areas serviced range 
from agriculture to health, 
children to seniors, arts to 
recreation. 

A significant amount of 
this work is volunteer-driven 
to include leadership volun-
teers on boards and com-
mittees as well as program 
volunteers working hard 
on the front lines. And then 
there is all the informal vol-
unteering that occurs with 
people showing acts of kind-
ness, helpfulness and com-
passion every day and in 
many ways to help improve 
the lives of others in our 
community. 

When asked, “Where do 
you volunteer?” it is not 
unusual for islanders to rat-
tle off a list of organizations/
causes to which they com-
mit their time. So let’s cel-
ebrate each other in the next 
150 days and take the time 
to recognize all the good 
things that are happening in 
our community because of 
volunteers.

ISLAND HISTORY 

Black settler history in focus at SSHS meeting 
February is Black History month 
in Canada

SUBMITTED BY SS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The Salt Spring Historical Society program 

on Wednesday, Feb. 8 will focus on the Whims 
family, whose patriarch, Hiram Whims, was 
among the first contingent of black settlers 
from the United States who arrived on Salt 
Spring in 1859.  

As well as recognizing that February is Black 
History Month, this presentation takes us back 
to the beginnings of Canada, 150 years ago, 
when early settlers of Salt Spring were eking 
out a precarious living, clearing their pre-
empted land and very much dependent on 
the cooperation of their extended families and 
their community.

Ling Weston will present the fi rst part of the 

talk, giving the background and context for 
U.S. black settlers in general and the Whims 
family in particular. She will describe their 
family tree, where they lived, and who their 

neighbours were. It has become clear that one 
can’t talk about the social context of the Whims 
family in those early years without also men-
tioning the Sampsons, who were not only close 
neighbours but family.

In the second part, Gillian Watson will focus 
on the dramatic elopement in 1881 of Clark 
Whims and Ann Maria Sampson and the sub-
sequent hearing held on Salt Spring at Central 
Settlement. A description of these events and 
the various people at the hearing may seem 
worthy of a soap opera plot. However, the 
events also highlight the interdependence of 
early settlers and the friction this could some-
times cause. 

Finally, Watson will trace the long-term ram-
ifi cations for the Whims and Sampson families 
through to the 1900s.

All are welcome to attend the event, which 
begins at 2 p.m. at Central Hall.  

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

From left, Volunteer and Community Resources board members Kelly-Ann Haslauer and 
Susan Lee, and VCR administrator Janine Fernandes-Hayden hold a Canada 150 for 150 
Volunteer Challenge poster. VCR has launched Salt Spring’s challenge today (Feb. 1).  

PHOTO COURTESY SS ARCHIVES 

William Shannon and Emily Ellen (Sampson) 
Whims, who will be among historic islanders 
talked about in a Feb. 8 event at Central Hall. 
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook

For appointments call 
1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy 
Denturist

Salt Spring o�  ce located at 
Gulf Clinic

241 Lower Ganges Road

• New Dentures
•  Reline & Repairs
•  Home & Care 
 Facility Visits

ROTATE IRWIN 3 ADS

“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Got dents? We’ll straighten you out!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

AwArDs

Bateman accepts degree from VIU
Contribution to education 
recognized

Esteemed wildlife artist Robert Bate-
man took some time off from hiking 
the woodlands and wetlands of his Salt 
Spring property Friday to speak at a Van-
couver Island University convocation 
ceremony and accept an Honorary Doc-
torate of Laws at the same time. 

The former school teacher and lifelong 
naturalist has pursued a career as an 
artist full time for the past 40 years. The 
subject of several films, television shows 
and books, Bateman’s work appears in 
numerous public and private collections 
around the world, making him perhaps 
the best-known living Canadian artist of 
our times. 

“Bateman has consistently used his 
fame and artwork to raise funds and 
awareness of numerous conservation 
issues, and he is recognized by the US 
National Audubon Society as one of 
the 20th Century’s 100 Champions of 
Conservation,” a press release from VIU 
notes. “His numerous awards include 
Officer in the Order of Canada, the 
Rachel Carson Award, Human Rights 
Defender Award from Amnesty Interna-
tional and 13 honorary doctorates from 
both Canadian and American institu-
tions.”

Heather Pastro, an art education pro-
fessor at VIU’s Faculty of Education, calls 
the 86-year-old artist “a voice of reason 
and hope, with a clear and articulate 
vision to make our world a better place.”

“This dedication has inspired and 
educated people all over the globe to 
raise awareness and make a difference 
about critical issues impacting our plan-
et: conservationism, endangered spe-
cies, ecological development, the envi-
ronment and sustainability, just to name 
a few,” she said in the press release. “His 

child-in-nature philosophies have the 
power to impact and affect change for 
the health and education of our children 
today and for future generations.”

Pastro added Bateman’s generosity 
with his time and financial support have 
made a big contribution to education in 
classrooms all across Canada. 

“He has made a wealth of resources 
available for students and teachers to 
learn more about nature-based ideas 
and themes to incorporate into their 
studies and learning,” she said.

photo BY BiRgit FREYBE BAtEmAN

Wildlife artist Robert Bateman received his 14th honorary degree on Friday.

wILDLIfE

Remembering an iconic Salish Sea citizen
tribute to ‘granny’ 
offered

By DaviD Denning
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D

Sometime in the last few 
days of 2016, one of our most 
widely known and revered 
local citizens died. She passed 
away unseen in her underwa-
ter home.

Granny, also known as 
“J2,” was truly an outstand-
ing (or should that be “out-
swimming”) citizen of the Sal-
ish Sea. She was the leading 
matriarch and oldest mem-
ber of the southern resident 
killer whale (SRKW) commu-
nity. Granny was 104 years old. 
That’s about twice the average 
age that female killer whales 
are normally thought to live. 

When I first came to the 
B.C. coast, back in 1970, very 
little was known about killer 
whales. They were largely 
feared and hated by an un-
informed society. I even met 
fishermen who bragged about 
shooting them. As history and 
science have shown, it was a 
stupid and cruel action per-
petrated against a now widely 
loved animal population.

As an enthusiastic young 
naturalist and seashore 
explorer, keen to see the best 
rocky tidepools in the region, 
I found myself at Taylor Point, 
Saturna Island, one beautiful 
summer morning at low tide. 
I became so engaged, poking 
around among large boulders 
viewing spectacular marine 
life, that I totally lost track of 

time and context.
And suddenly, as if the rocks 

had come alive, an explosion 
of swishing breaths erupted 
around me. I looked up to find 
killer whales right in front of 
me, only yards away! I was 
stunned and in awe.

This mind-shaking encoun-
ter was the beginning of a long 
“relationship” with whales of J 
Pod and the rest of the SRKW 
community. (There are K and 
L pods in this community, 
too). Later I discovered from 
having noticed a characteristic 
notch on her dorsal fin that I 
had been visited by Granny 
and her family.

Over the years, I worked 
as a naturalist on eco-tour-
ism sailboats, providing me 
the opportunity to follow the 
remarkable unfolding story 
of killer whale research, and 
share with guests a host of 
incredible encounters with 
orca and other marine mam-
mals. Granny was frequently 
in the lead, and she always 
seemed to me like the old 
friend who had introduced 
herself at Taylor Point.

As scientific study uncov-
ered the details of SRKW life, 

I would learn how sniffer 
dogs in the bow of a research 
boat helped scientists collect 
freshly deposited feces — thus 
showing that the SRKW diet 
was over 90 per cent spring 
salmon.  They were certainly 
not “killers” of people as pre-
viously feared. Rather, they 
were mindful animals that 
completely prefer the same 
seafood delicacy we do.

And from researchers who 
studied sounds and behav-
iour, we learned how SRKW 
groups find food, keep in 
touch, even teach and look 
after each other. Granny was 
a leader and a teacher. Her 
offspring, and all other living 
members of the SRKW com-
munity grew up with Granny. 
One can only imagine that in 
some orca way, she was deeply 
revered and respected in her 
community.

Over the last 30 years, Gran-
ny has also become loved by 
millions of people around the 
world. In many ways she is an 
icon — drawing attention to 
the best aspects of our local 
nature — the Robert Bateman 
or Arthur Black of our spec-
tacular Salish Sea. If you speak 
with whale enthusiasts any-
where, chances are they will 
know about Granny.

Over half a million tourists 
visit the Salish Sea each year 
with a goal to view whales 
in the wild, and half of these 
focus on Victoria and the Gulf 
Islands. As a leader of her 
community, Granny’s active 
life clearly benefitted our 
community too. She will be 

sadly missed by so many of the 
nature enthusiasts she helped 
teach and inspire.

To add to the great sadness of 
losing Granny in 2016, six other 
adult southern resident killer 
whales and three “babies” also 
died last year, bringing down 
the total southern resident 
community to a mere 78 liv-
ing individuals. This is despite 
some encouraging new births 
taking place earlier in the year. 
The outlook is serious, and we 
may ask whether human soci-
eties are doing the right things 
to help Granny’s community 
recover.

Yesterday I came across a 
world map, published by New 
Scientist, which showed what 
a future world would be like 
if global warming notches up 
the planet by 4 C°. Viewing 
this map of a now predictable 
future, with its broad swath of 
brown-coloured uninhabitable 
deserts across all tropical and 
low temperate regions of the 
world, I wondered what was 
in store for the community of 
whales that Granny left behind.

Last month, Premier Christy 
Clark gave the go-ahead for a 
five-fold increase in bitumen-
filled, noise-making super-
tankers through Granny’s for-
mer home.

As a society, we’re better 
than fishermen taking pot-
shots at salmon-loving killer 
whales. 

Or are we?

The writer is a Salt Spring-
based naturalist and photog-
rapher. 

Over the last 30 
years, Granny has 
also become loved 
by millions of people 
around the world. 
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148
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Canada 150

Arts & Nature Fest marks Canada’s birthday
Conservancy plans 
three special days 
this summer 

Salt Spring Island Conser-
vancy is hosting an arts and 
nature festival in July to help 
celebrate Canada’s 150th 
birthday. 

Set for July 1 and 2, the free 
event will bring together the 
creative artistic talents of local 
artists and performers with 
an engaged audience who 

will enjoy making their way 
through the Blackburn Lake 
site.

As a press release explains, 
“This event will feature a 
range of ongoing activities 
for both viewers and partici-
pants, such as using natural 
materials for ephemeral envi-
ronmental art; dancing to or 
enjoying music; meditating in 
nature; or simply walking and 
exploring. The Art & Nature 
Fest will also present inter-
active opportunities to learn 
more about local wildlife, in 

particular species at risk, and 
the globally rare coastal Doug-
las-fir ecosystem that covers 
75 per cent of Salt Spring 
Island.”

The conservancy will host 
a third celebratory day to 
coincide with the full moon 
on Aug. 7. The afternoon/eve-
ning event will include pic-
nicking, music and a luminar-
ies parade at dusk.

The events are made pos-
sible by a grant from the 
Department of Canadian Her-
itage for Canada 150.

People should stay tuned for 
the upcoming call for propos-
als, with an invitation to cre-
ative and passionate people 
to share projects that involve 
art, music and dance, or other 
activities that forge connec-
tions between art and nature. 

Volunteer steering commit-
tee members Jennifer Evin 
Jones, Susan Dann, Anna 
Ford, Wil Mayhew and Coreen 
Boucher welcome imagina-
tive ideas for individual per-
formers as well as collabora-
tive proposals. 

PuBlIC dIsCoursE

Author shares tools for civil debate
James Hoggan event Feb. 9

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

DeSmogBlog founder and commu-
nications specialist James Hoggan will 
share some  much-needed strategies for 
moving past the toxic state of public dis-
cussion during a book launch event at 
the Salt Spring Public Library on Thurs-
day, Feb. 9.

Hoggan is the president of Vancouver 
PR firm Hoggan & Associates and past 
chair of the board of directors of the 
David Suzuki Foundation. He founded 
the influential website DeSmogBlog to 
expose misinformation campaigns pol-
luting the public debate around climate 
change and the environment. He has 
written three books on the topic of integ-
rity in public communication.

Hoggan, who is a new resident of Salt 
Spring Island, introduces some impor-
tant concepts in I’m Right and You’re an 
Idiot: The Toxic State of Public Discourse 
and How to Clean it Up. To find answers 
on how to end the rancorous nature of 
debate in the public arena, he inter-
viewed more than 60 scholars in various 
fields, from Noam Chomsky to Thich 
Nhat Hanh and the Dalai Lama. 

“One of the lessons I learned is activ-
ism is much harder than I thought it was 
— if you want to be good at it. I think it 
requires study, it requires patience, it 
requires effort,” Hoggan told the Drift-
wood.

Speaking to cognitive scientists, psy-
chologists, civil rights activists and spiri-
tual leaders, among others, he realized 
the truth of the advocacy trap: “It doesn’t 
matter if facts are on your side or not, 
you can still be a polarizing figure by 
creating barriers to change.” 

Hoggan and his wife sold their home 
in North Vancouver in July and moved 
to Salt Spring in August. On moving day, 
he was actually on stage with Al Gore 
for a climate change leadership training 
event in Houston, Texas. 

Understanding why otherwise ratio-
nal people continue to deny the facts 
about climate change was one motivat-
ing factor behind the new book. With 
a background in law and philosophy, 
Hoggan has tended to believe that rea-
son and evidence will eventually win 
out. That’s increasingly not the case, and 
the approach to convincing people of 
a different mindset therefore needs to 
move beyond the “hypodermic model” 
of inserting the proper information.

“When you’ve lived with that frame 
of world, it can be hard to step out of 
it,” Hoggan said. “We always hear ‘facts 
are not enough,’ but to hear it again and 
again from so many scholars, it became 
kind of an epiphany.” 

Hoggan said one problem with advo-
cacy on topics like climate change is 
when people disagree there is a ten-
dency to assume not just that they’re 
wrong, but they’re wrong-doers. If there 
is a moral imperative (not stopping cli-
mate change will imperil innocent lives), 
activists might start thinking there’s 
something seriously wrong with the 
other person, and even frame their fight 
as good versus evil. 

Not surprisingly, this does nothing 
to win over those of opposing views. 
As well, the activist can become more 
focused on defeating the opponent than 
achieving their actual goal.

“The psychology of that is you double 
down — and you actually strengthen 
their opposition to you,” Hoggan said. 

Polarization between two adversarial 
sides causes further damage by alien-
ating the majority in the middle, who 
already may have a “why bother?” atti-
tude. 

“So that is why we have to constantly 
ask ourselves whether we are increasing 
or diffusing polarization,” he said.

Secondly, people should ask them-
selves whether they are communicating 
in a way that builds trust, or merely shov-

els facts out the door. Building trust is the 
biggest step toward being able to have a 
conversation.

Some of the influential people Hoggan 
interviewed for the book include Carol 
Tavris, co-author of Mistakes Were Made 
(but not by me), who explains the science 
behind cognitive dissonance. Thich Nhat 
Hanh challenged Hoggan to “Speak the 
truth, but not to punish,” underlining the 
need to draw on compassion and empa-
thy as the emotions that can bolster facts 
in an argument, rather than destructive 
fear, hatred and anger. 

“That’s not to say people shouldn’t be 
angry. I think they should be angry — but 
you don’t want to stay there,” Hoggan 
said. 

Another influential thinker that Hog-
gan spent a good deal of time with was 
Marshall Ganz. He worked with Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. as a child, was a civil 
rights activist for 25 years and is now 
professor of public discourse at the Ken-
nedy School at Harvard. He helped create 
Obama’s winning “ground game” cam-
paign in 2008.

Perhaps most touching was Hoggan’s 
time with the Dalai Lama, who has said 
Tibet’s political struggles can wait; it’s the 
environmental threat to the planet that 
needs immediate action. He helped Hog-
gan see that educating the heart as well as 
the mind may be key to solving the issue.

For more information about Hog-
gan and his latest book, see his website 
at www.imrightandyoureanidiot.com. 
The book launch event starts at 7 p.m. 

pHoto CoURtESY JAmES HoggAN

Climate change activist and author 
James Hoggan presents his new book 
on Feb. 9.
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Deborah Jean Hamilton
June 9, 1954 - January 19, 2017

It is with great sadness that 
we announce the passing of Deb 
Hamilton, after a long battle with 
cancer. She leaves behind her husband 
of 43 years, Jim Hamilton, her 
three children, Leslie (Greg), Gavin 
(Alex) and Rosie (Richard), and fi ve 
wonderful grandchildren, Sarah, 
Miles, Soarova, Everik and Chelsea.

Deb grew up in Richmond B.C., where she and Jim 
met while both working in a Super Value store. They soon 
married and lived on a sailboat for three years. In 1992, 
with three children, they moved to Salt Spring Island and 
purchased the Mobile Market. After 10 years, Deb went 
on to work at Old Salty, where she enjoyed working with 
her fellow staff, and serving locals and tourists.

It’s diffi cult to believe that Deb’s healthy and active 
lifestyle would come to such an early end. Golf and bridge 
were her passions, which she enjoyed with her many 
friends, and Deb and Jim had many travel adventures. 
Hawaii and Palm Springs were always special locations, 
with multiple visits and many great memories. Other 
favourite destinations included Australia, and a cruise 
around New Zealand. Even after Deb’s diagnosis, Deb 
and Jim cruised the Panama Canal. But the highlight was 
a golfi ng trip in Scotland with six friends, ending at St. 
Andrews to see the British Open. During her summers, 
Deb enjoyed her vegetable garden. But her favourite 
spot was in the blueberry patch, relaxing on a lawn chair, 
picking blueberries and enjoying a glass of wine or two.

Many friends and neighbours were instrumental in 
providing for Deb’s comfort and care. Special mention 
goes to those who cared for Deb at home, and also to all 
those who visited and loved her. The care and compassion 
of the nurses, doctors, and staff at Lady Minto was 
exceptional. 

Deb will be greatly missed. A Celebration of Life will be 
held on Saturday, April 8 at 116 Fairview Rd., with further 
details to be announced. In lieu of fl owers, donations in 
memory of Deb, to the Lady Minto Hospital Foundation, 
would be appreciated.

Judith Karen Toth
June 3rd 1955 to January 26th 2017

 
It is with great regret I 

announce that Judith passed away 
on January 27th after a valiant 
one year battle with cancer. With 
her tenacious efforts and strong 
will we were confi dent that she 
would succeed, but the disease 

thought otherwise.
Judith was born in England and attended St. Martha’s 

boarding school in Hertfordshire and when the family 
emigrated to Canada she boarded at St. Mildred’s 
school in Oakville, Ontario where she pursued, her 
interest in drama and took the lead role of Maria in the 
Sound of Music at a major Toronto theatre.

Judith had a full life, studying English and drama 
at  York University, a degree in fashion design, and 
controlling a family owned multimillion dollar 
construction business in Alberta.

She had a passionate  interest in gardening with an 
emphasis on orchids and nursed many of her friends’ 
neglected orchid plants back to full strength and 
fl ower. This was coupled with her enthusiasm and 
skills cooking unique and unusual foods to satisfy 
her eclectic palate. Her artistic ability was impressive 
but she withdrew when the considerable skills of her 
two daughters became apparent.

She leaves two daughters Angela and Danielle 
both of whom have inherited their mother’s artistic, 
nurturing and responsible characteristics.

Our deepest thanks to Dr. Butcher and Dr. Beaver 
for their support and understanding during these times.  

This is  also  the time to acknowledge how fortunate 
we are to live on Saltspring Island and to have such 
a wonderful hospital staffed with such exceptional 
people. In the last days of Judith’s life the support and 
caring of these wonderful people helped to cushion the 
loss for her family.

She will be truly missed by her mother and daughters 
but her spirit will be with us always.

ArtCraft 2017, B.C.’s longest running, juried, arts and crafts show, 
representing the best of the Gulf Islands runs from June 9th-Sept. 17th.  

Registration deadline for returning exhibitors is May 12th, and those 
new and to be juried is May 8th. This year all 2 dimensional work 

(painting, photography etc) and Household items( candles, beauty, soap, 
food etc) will be juried as well as anyone not in ArtCraft 2016.

Registration and information forms are available on the 
“ArtCraft” page at www.ssartscouncil.com/artcraft/ 

or please phone Richard Steel, ArtCraft manager 
on 250 537-0899 for more information.

Call for new 
appliCations

REGULAR MEETING
2:00 pm Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at

CENTRAL HALL
The Whims Family of Salt Spring Island:

Farming, Family and Social Friction”
ALL ARE WELCOME

REGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETING
Salt Spring Island Historical Society

Please donate online at: saltspringarchives.com or 
in person to Box 256 Ganges PO, V8K 2V9

Place place your shopping tapes in Box 131 at Country Grocer 
to support the Archives.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTSFAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTSFAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

Feb 1-Hospice

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHSDEATHS

PROBIUS CLUB

INFORMATION

Wed. Winter Hrs.

Applications are being accepted for the position of 
a temporary

Journeyman Plumber
Applicants for this position MUST include proof of:

●● Valid B.C. Provincial/Interprovincial Plumber Tradesman 
Certificate 

●● Valid Certificate of Apprenticeship
●● Minimum 2 years’ experience at the journeyman level
●● Physical ability to perform the required duties
●● Able to read and interpret drawings and specifications
●● Current knowledge of all regulations, codes, and safety 

standards common to the trade
●● Possess a valid Class 5 BC Driver’s License
●● Knowledge in the use and care of tools and equipment 

common to this trade
●● WHMIS training
●● Basic computer skills
●● Be available for call-outs
●● This will be a 5 month, full time temporary position.  

Some projects may require afternoon shifts.
Please submit a resume, clearly stating the position for 
which you are applying.  NOTE:  All supporting certificates, 
including a current Driver’s Abstract,   must be attached. 
Applications will be accepted until 4:00pm, Monday, 
February 6, 2017.  Please forward to:  

Vanessa A. Lysne, Human Resources Officer
School District No. 79

2557 Beverly Street
Duncan, BC.  V9L 2X3

The successful applicant will be required to complete an 
authorization for a Criminal Record Search under the Criminal 
Records Review Act, as well as a clear medical check.

Only those applicants selected to be interviewed will 
be contacted

No telephone or personal solicitations accepted.

DEATHS

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why suffer  
Employment/Licensing loss? Trav- 
el/Business opportunities? Be em- 
barrassed? Think: Criminal Pardon.  
US Entry Waiver. Record Purge.  
File Destruction. Free Consultation  
1-800-347-2540.

PERSONALS

MAKE A Connection. Real  
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!  
250-220-1300 or 1-800-210- 
1010. www.livelinks.com  18+0

DEATHS

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have  
work-at-home positions available.  
Get online training you need from  
an employer-trusted program.  Visit:  
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768- 
3362 to start training for your work- 
at-home career today!

ENGAGEMENTSENGAGEMENTS

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

HELP WANTED

Driver Wanted

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm 
1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad  
credit? Bills? Unemployed?  
Need Money? We Lend! If you  
own your own home - you   
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance  
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.comWe’ll help you get a fresh start!

MEDICAL HEALTH

CANADA BENEFIT GROUP - Do  
you or someone you know suffer  
from a disability? Get up to $40,000  
from the Canadian Government.  
Toll-free 1-888-511-2250 or
 www.canadabenefit.ca/free-assessment

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING
Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN

Helset Design

COMING EVENTS

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

ANTIQUES/VINTAGE

LOOKING FOR HIGH END  
ANTIQUE STERLING SILVER  
PIECES, COIN COLLEC- 
TIONS, UNWANTED BROK- 
EN GOLD JEWELRY, GOLD  
COINS. I will be on Vancouver  
Island between Feb 1st and  
Feb 28th.Email me a list of  
what you have with some pics  
& prices itradesolo@hot- 
mail.com, or call me at 250- 
852-3056, Vanessa

COMING EVENTS

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

LEGALS

GET NOTICED
page 8

WHAT’S ON
page 18
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        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): Last week’s 
New Moon has activated an assertive 
charge in you. As if suddenly, you 
want to explore new territory. This 
is in keeping with your expanding 
social horizons. This impulse will 
continue to grow all month. Your 
focus is practical. Currently, your 
lesson is to exercise patience and 
compassion all the while.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20): Advancing 
cautiously amidst a flow of inner 
and outer changes continues. These 
changes may even be deemed 
transformations if you stand back 
far enough. Yet now, some of your 
best efforts are best directed inward. 
As you focus on confronting and 
clearing inner doubts and blocks, 
your outer fl ow will be smoother.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): Some 
of the clouds that gathered and 
obscured the sun’s l ight have 
cleared. You can see the blue skies 
through the openings. Inspired, you 
can breathe more fully again. Acting 
upon this initiative, you are eager to 
reach out, to engage others. Making 
new friends is featured.
C a n c e r  ( J u n e  2 1 - J u l y  2 2 ) : 
Introductions to unusual or at least 
unexplored territory continues. These 
may well include a metaphysical 
element. Either way, they are shaking 
your world. How you choose to 
embrace flow with and adapt to 
these impulses is another question. 
It could go either way.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): Your social 
network is growing or at least the 
impulse and opportunity for it to do 
so are present. Yet, your business 
and/or other practical interests 
remain central. As you are in an 
important learning curve which 
includes exploring new methods and 
directions, you are wise to answer 
this call.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22): Subtle yet 
real shifts in your habitual rhythms 
have begun. Positively, these will 
include improvements in your 
overall lifestyle. With your ambitions 
steadily rising, these are all part of 
the success story you are creating. 
Regarding the outcome, avoid 
questions like: ‘what will happen?’ 
and replace them with: I will…!

Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22): You mood is 
more playful of late, animated. There 
remains some drama in the air, 
however, especially on relationship 
fronts. This trend will continue. 
Positively, new momentums will be 
initiated. These could have romantic 
overtones. Meanwhile, attending 
to practical needs close to home 
remains important.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Things 
are shifting and shaking close to 
home. It could be as simple as the 
introduction of new perspectives. 
Then comes the digestion process. 
The focus could well be on health. 
Activating new and healthier 
attitudes and actions may be 
necessary. Give more than you 
might usually for best results.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A fl ood 
of new thoughts and perspectives 
are flowing in. These could even 
prove to alter some of your attitudes 
and  percept ions  a l together. 
Positively, you are feeling more 
playful, even sporty. Some of your 
thoughts are directed to larger 
social realities, to what is fair and 
just.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The 
time has come to make some very 
deliberate changes in your world. 
These could include important 
renovations. You may still be in the 
planning stages, yet are eager to 
begin. These improvements may be 
directed to your home environment, 
but perhaps also to your inner world, 
your subconscious.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Last 
week’s New Moon in your sign is 
activating new perspectives and 
actions. This will become more 
noticeable this week and for the 
next few. Seeing a bigger picture 
has already begun and will be 
complemented by a strong wave of 
forward thinking, starting soon.
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): The lights 
are going on in the back of your mind. 
As your subconscious is illumined, 
you will begin to see the world anew. 
Your drive and determination will be 
ignited. With a growing focus on 
fi nancial interests and possibilities, 
the timing is auspicious. Your job is 
to consciously engage.

TIP OF THE WEEK
The New Moon in Aquarius seed is rounding its fi rst corner, a.k.a. the 

1st Quarter. It carries with it the impulse of new ideas. The emphasis is 
especially upon practical considerations, in keeping with the early days 
of this Universal 1-Year, the 1st of a round of 9. With Mars now in Aries 
as of January 27th, just hours after the New Moon, and now with Venus 
following suit today, February 3rd, the impulse to take new initiatives 
is growing steadily. This includes breaking through existing realities, 
whether in mind or in actuality ‘out there’. Jupiter turns retrograde in 
Libra on February 5th and Mercury enters Aquarius on the 7th. The effects 
of these shifts will be to inspire and activate new initiatives whose time 
have come. Given the Aquarian theme, these new assertions will have a 
revolutionary tone.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-
UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

FUEL/FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Dun.Foam-Nov.

HARDY TREE, SHRUB, and 
berry seedlings delivered. 
Order online at www.tree-
time.ca or call 1-866-873-
3846. New growth guaranteed.
SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY 
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

ARMSTRONG HOTEL & SALOON 
- Armstrong, BC. Ritchie Bros. Auc-
tioneers Unreserved  Auction, April 
26 in Edmonton. 16 guest rooms, 
saloon & restaurant. Jerry  Hodge: 
780-706-6652; Realtor: Tom Moran 
(PREC) - Re/Max Dawson Creek 
Realty;  rbauction.com/realestate.

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

STORAGE

GARAGE SALES

319 MUSGRAVE RD. - Sat. & 
Sun, Feb 4 & 5, 10-3 - Garden 
& home, small appliances, fur-
niture, utility parts art & curios  
1/2 mile from Drummond Park.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 

CASH ONLY

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up.

CASH ONLY 

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE:

MONDAY 4PM

GET
NOTICED

page 8

Advertising 
Deadlines Change

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Please note that the Gulf Islands Driftwood offi ce will be closed on 
Monday, Feb. 13 - Family Day statutory holiday - and will reopen 

for usual business hours on Tuesday, Feb. 14.

Deadlines for the 
Gulf Islands Driftwood 

Wednesday 
February 15 edition 
will be as follows:

Display Advertising deadline: 
Thursday, Feb. 9, 2pm

Classifi ed Display Deadline: 
Friday, Feb. 10, 2pm

Classifi ed Word Deadline: 
Tuesday, Feb. 14, 9am

�
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sports&recreationrecreationrecreation
MEN’S SOCCER 

Old Boys angst laid to rest thanks to comeback draw
Slower Vic West team 
fails to scare locals 

BY FRASER HOPE 
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

A sadly depleted Old Boys team of 
10 boarded the overloaded Bowen 
Queen on Sunday with a certain 
amount of trepidation. 

In fact, two of the 10 were in the 
second-to-last vehicle to board 
before the barriers closed!  An omen?

The world may have been in 
thrown into great confusion this last 
week with presidential “executive” 
orders sowing anger, astonishment 
and discontent, but it did not come 
close to the angst amongst the Old 
Boys over the previous week’s dis-
mal last-minute loss to the Fighting 
Perch. 

The Old Boys were reinforced with 
a late player transfer, Dave Bruce of 
Sunderland fame, who was brightly 
ideal for their Finlayson style of play 
— confi dent, accurate passes trian-
gulating from goalkeeper Jack Braak 
outwards, involving the defence, 
midfield and attacking duo. Coach 
Graham Tweddle’s insistence on the 

numbers approach was paying off! In 
fact, there was a string of continuous 
passes, 17 to be exac. “Long balls” Old 
Boys are so last season. Eat your heart 
out, Antonio.  

The rust of the mid-winter break 
gone, the Old Boys dominated the 
first 35 minutes of the game. The 
many starlings spectating on the 
power lines fi nally moved off to other 
more entertaining locations. The fans 
are hard to please these days! 

New transfer Bruce had a fierce 
shot tipped over the bar by the Vic 
West goalkeeper after a good lead-up 
by Sean Norgard, Mark Aston and 
Wade der Heide. Would the Old Boys’ 
dominance pay off with an slew of 
goals? For most of the fi rst half, goal-
keeper Braak and assistant referee/
reporter Fraser Hope were the only 
ones in the Old Boys half, such was 
the dominance.

Against the run of play a weak pass 
back to Braak was intercepted and 
Vic West were 1-0 up. Old Boys were 
stunned, as was the lonely visiting 
fan.

Old Boys returned to the attack, 
determined to have no replay of 
previous game horrors and to be a 

constant thorn in the opponents’ 
side. No angst here. A Mike McCor-
mick left-footed free kick forced the 
home goalkeeper to make another 
tipped save over the bar. Another 
quick counter-attack saw Braak 
make a save from Norgard.

Exhausted from retrieving the 
ball from outside the fencing, Twed-
dle took a momentary rest on the 
bleachers to cheers (or was it jeers?) 
from the players. 

Scott Howe was brought to his 
knees by a strong illegal tackle and 
needed a few minutes to recover 
from his contact with the artificial 
turf. 

Half time brought the siege of 
Vic West’s goal to an end without 
an equalizer. Half-time team tactics 

focused on the need to feed up the 
strikers and use the width and length 
of Finlayson to take advantage of the 
Old Boys’ superior speed and fi tness. 
I can’t believe I used the words “fi t-
ness and speed” with reference to the 
Old Boys, but I did.

The second half followed the same 
pattern as the first, with Old Boys 
dominating possession and chances 
with occasional forays by Vic West 
that posed little or no danger and 
were mopped up by Braak with rela-
tive ease. An air of confi dence ema-
nated from the Old Boys, as tiredness 
became more of a factor for Vic West.

A quick throw in from der Heide to 
Norgard then made ground through 
the middle to find Aston, who put 
a beautifully weighted pass into the 
path of a fl ying Charley May as he cut 
to the byeline. The cross into the six-
yard box found a tracking Norgard 
to side foot an equalizer. “A thing of 
beauty is a joy forever” (John Keats 
-1795-1821).  Who says the Old Boys 
cannot be immortalized?

Despite constant pressure on the 
Vic West goal, tiredness and some 
robust keeping kept the score 
tied. Howe mainly spent the rest of 

the half seeking retribution for his 
scraped knees, aching ribs and a 
migraine, but the referee, sympathet-
ic to his plight, did not enforce any 
serious punishment. Howe, making 
a timely clearance, came to the aid 
of Tweddle to prevent another catas-
trophe! 

Living dangerously and going for 
the go-ahead goal left hems eves 
open at the back, but der Heide and 
Braak performed a poetic ballet 
defensive maneuver, passing along 
the goal line. 

The last 10 minutes saw the two 
squads’ energy levels drop signifi-
cantly on the prairie-wide expanse of 
Finlayson. Both teams were anxious 
to not make the mistake that led to 
defeat, but a Norgard attack on goal 
was thwarted by a shove, which if he 
had fallen could have led to a pen-
alty. Following the Old Boys code of 
honour, he kept his feet and pride by 
stumbling instead.

Old Boys players were enormous-
ly cheered by their effort in coming 
back from an early blunder and ral-
lied round the iced tea to pat them-
selves on the back for a true team 
performance. 

MASTERS SWIMMING 

Swimmers shine at Hy-Tek 
Masters meet in 
Victoria 

Three Salt Spring Island 
swimmers who compete as 
masters swimmers were win-
ners at the annual Hy-Tek 
2017 Victoria Masters Meet 
held Saturday at Common-
wealth Pool in Saanich.

Swimmers came from as 
far away as Las Vegas, Puget 
Sound, Edmonton and Cal-
gary, and from the entire west 
coast of Canada, which was 
especially well represented 
with approximately 150 
swimmers competing.

The three swimmers from 

Salt Spring Island are Jane 
Mackenzie, Joan Gunn-Allard 
and Susan Huber. Macken-
zie and Gunn-Allard swim for 
the Salt Spring Island Masters 
Club and Huber swims for the 
Victoria Masters Club.

Swimming in the 55-59 
age group, Mackenzie came 
second in the 100-metre 
backstroke, third in the 50-m 
breaststroke and fourth in 
the 50- and 100-m freestyle 
events. 

Gunn-Allard swam for the 
60-64 age group, winning 
fi rsts in 50- and 200-m back-
stroke events, a second in the 
100-m backstroke event and 
fi nishing up with a third in the 

50-m butterfl y.
Huber swam in the 65-69 

age group, placing second in 
the women’s 4X50-m medley 
relay as anchor in freestyle, 
third in 50-m freestyle and 
50-m breaststroke, and fourth 
in 50-m backstroke.

All the placings gain points 
towards national and provin-
cial rankings for each team 
member representing their 
respective teams.

Masters swimming’s motto 
is for fun and fitness, allow-
ing many to challenge them-
selves towards achieving per-
sonal goals. Everyone aged 18 
and up is welcomed to swim 
in the masters.

RUNNING 

Sneakers keep blistering pace
All eight fi nish in top 10

SUBMITTED BY SS SNEAKERS 
In the face of challenging conditions and 

with its two highest scorers away, the Salt 
Spring Sneakers still managed to maintain 
sixth place among 41 teams in the second race 
of the 2017 Vancouver Island Runners Associa-
tion eight-race winter series. 

Results meant they maintained fi rst place in 
points earned by competitors fi nishing. 

The skies opened the hour before the start 
of the Cobble Hill 10K, and the Sneakers team 
fi nished fully drenched, but all eight runners 
fi nished in the top 10 of their age groups.

Leading the way was Salt Spring triath-
lete Marcia Jansen with a 77th out of the 424 
who completed the race, 17th out of 225 
women and second in her age group, her time 
improving her personal best by three and a 
half minutes. 

The second Sneakers finisher was Jill 
Thompson, who was ninth in her age group, 
improving her personal best by seven sec-
onds. 

Following in order of fi nish were Pat Peron, 
Eric van Soeren, Janice Dickie and Eric Ellis, 
each finishing fifth in their respective age 
groups, with Marion Young fi nishing fourth in 
her age group and Julie van Soeren fi nishing 
10th in hers.

An air of con� dence 
emanated from the Old 
Boys, as tiredness became 
more of a factor for 
Vic West. 


