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SWEET SMILES: Volunteers and staff sell cookies and squares at Greenwoods' Christmas Cookies and More sale held at Braehaven on
Saturday. The Greenwoods program fundraiser is the first among Salt Spring’s many seasonal activities.

GANGES PLANNING

Trust gets harbourwalk earful

Residents say no to overdevelopment

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWO0D EDITOR

Islanders demonstrated their interest in the
Ganges harbourwalk project on Saturday by
not only filling Lions Hall but spilling out the
door at an Islands Trust-sponsored “commu-
nity visioning meeting.”

The event was designed to determine what
kind of development people feel is appropriate
on lands located above the seaside boardwalk
structure partially built more than 25 years

ago. Salt Spring’s Local Trust Committee and
the Capital Regional District have determined
upgrading and completion of the boardwalk/
harbourwalk cannot be undertaken without
permission from upland property owners and
are willing to negotiate with them in order to
move the project forward.

But it was quickly apparent that the prior-
ity for most meeting attendees was letting
the Trust know completing the long-dormant
project was not worth accepting out-of-scale

development in Ganges Harbour.

“This doesn’t look like Salt Spring. This
doesn't feel like Salt Spring,” said long-time
resident Bill Henderson, responding to the
Ganges Marina company’s suggestion for a
16,000-square-foot, three-storey building with
a hotel, underground parking and other facili-
ties on the property. “As far as I'm concerned,
they are making it really easy for us to say no.”

HARBOURWALK continued on 2
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Post office
tech glitch
fixed

Computer issues limit use of
Ganges depot over four days

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Ganges Post Office was back to business
as usual Tuesday after spending most of the
first week of November at limited capacity.

“We can confirm that the post office has
resumed full service to customers,” Canada
Post media relations officer Aurelie Walsh
told the Driftwood on Tuesday afternoon.
“Unfortunately, during the technical prob-
lems we experienced, minimal postal ser-
vices were offered. But, mail delivery and
customer access to post office boxes were
not impacted. We are sorry for any inconve-
nience to customers.”

Staff first announced on Wednesday, Nov.
1 that major technical issues would keep
the office closed for at least that day, with
a motherboard problem in the main com-
puter thought to be the culprit. The wait for
the necessary part and for technicians to
do the work caused further delays leading
up to the weekend, while stubborn issues
meant technicians worked through Monday
to bring the system fully back up to speed.

Salt Spring resident Peter Meyer was just
one of the islanders who was shocked to find
a closed sign on the island’s major commu-
nications hub last week. He was even more
surprised after he went back to check out
the situation on Friday and ended up hav-
ing staff find the package he was waiting for
despite the office being technically closed.

“I was thinking in Vancouver or Victoria
the post office would never shut down for
days. But this would never happen in Van-
couver or Victoria either,” Meyer said.

The post office opened with limited ser-
vices on Monday, although scale services
were still not available.

Fulford Post Office was not affected by the
technical problem.
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Advertising
Deadline Change

Please note that the
Gulf Islands Driftwood office
will not be open on Friday, Nov. 10
and will re-open for usual business
hours on Monday, Nov. 13.

Advertising deadlines for the

secescscesesesccces

Steering committee work underway

HARBOURWALK
continued from 1

Last year the LTC gave first reading to
draft Bylaw 491, which would create a new
commercial zone (C7) for four harbour
properties: Slivers of land owned by the Salt
Spring Farmers’ Institute and the Cudmore
family, with more substantial areas owned
by Gulf of Georgia Land and Timber Co.
(The Fishery area) and B&B Ganges Marina
Ltd. (Ganges Marina). Bylaw 491 would not
permit the scale of development floated by

small piece of land where the boardwalk
was not built because no deal could be
made with the late Gordon Cudmore over
25 years ago, said finishing the project
would be a positive thing for the future
of the island. He added that his family is
not “holding you hostage,” as some people
have claimed, because of proposing a pos-
sible density transfer for properties owned
on Mount Belcher.

“My grandchildren will come here the
next time,” he said before leaving the meet-
ing.

Gulf Islands Driftwood the marina owners. It would enhance and The Capital Regional District, which

A standardize current zoning, which covers holds the statutory right-of-way over the

Wedn efday Nov. 15th edition a range of industrial, commercial and resi- existing boardwalk area, s also investigat-
will be as follows: dential uses. ing how the harbourwalk project could be

Display Advertising Deadline:
Thursday, Nov. 9, 3pm

Classified Display Deadline:
Monday, Nov. 13, 3pm

Classified Word Deadline:
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 9am
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Trust planner Jason Youmans told Satur-
day’s meeting that the LTC was looking for
“a point of departure” for negotiating with
Ganges Marina and other property owners,
which is why the consultation session was
organized. No public hearing has been set
or contemplated at this point.

“The LTC needs to know how they should
move forward in this conversation,” said
‘Youmans.

The bulk of the four hours allotted for
Saturday’s event was set aside for small
group discussions with a facilitator at each
table, but the sheer number of people in
the room called that plan into question. The
intended format was eventually followed.

“It was unfortunate that, due to mis-
leading social media, many in the room
were under the impression the proposal
from Ganges Marina, which was rejected
by the community some 13 years ago, was
again before the LTC for consideration,”
said trustee Peter Grove on Monday. “Once

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG
Salt Spring Local Trust Committee chair
Peter Luckham, standing on a chair,
waits for an opportunity to address the
lively crowd at Lions Hall.

it was better understood that the C7 zon-
ing, proposed in Bylaw 491, was merely at
first reading in order to get the matter on
the table for discussion purposes, those in
attendance participated in a constructive
dialogue which provided valuable feed-
back. My impression was that while the
community would like to see completion
of the harbourwalk, it should not be at any
cost, and that further dialogue is needed.”
Lloyd Cudmore, whose family owns a

completed. Early this year the CRD created
the Ganges Harbourwalk Steering Com-
mittee, with representation from its parks
and recreation and transportation com-
missions, the Islands Trust and Chamber
of Commerce, plus a community member
at large. Committee chair Matt Steffich said
its main activities to date have been to com-
mission archaeological, structural, seismic
and geological studies of the area. Whether
any of the existing structure, built in the late
1980s and early 1990s, could be repurposed
as it stands is the primary question to be
answered, said Steffich.

Some people at Saturday’s meeting
questioned why no First Nations repre-
sentatives were on the steering commit-
tee. Salt Spring resident Christine Hunt
said she is willing to take on that role.
Letters of concern have already been
sent to the LTC by Halalt and Lyackson
nations, with Hul’qumi'num feedback
also expected.

Attention Passengers Travelling on Vesuvius Bay — Crofton route

In preparation of the expected increased traffic on Remembrance Day weekend and the relief vessel, Quinitsa providing service

from November 14 - 24, there is a modified schedule with additional sailings, November 10 - 24, 2017.

Monday - Friday Schedule (November 10 - 24) Saturday - Sunday Schedule (November 10 - 24)

Leave Vesuvius Bay Leave Crofton Leave Vesuvius Bay Leave Crofton
5:00 am 5:30am DC Mon, Wed & Thu 6:00 am 6:30 am
6:00 am 6:30 am 7:00 am 7:35 am Except Sun
7:00 am 7:35am 8:10 am Except Sun 8:45am
8:10am 8:45am 9:20 am 9:55am
9:20 am 9:55am 10:30 am 11:05am

10:30 am 11:05am 11:40 am 12:15pm

11:40 am DC Mon & Thu 12:15pm 12:50 pm 1:25 pm

12:50 pm 1:25 pm 2:00 pm 2:35pm
2:10 pm DC Wed 2:45 pm 3:20 pm 3:55 pm
3:20 pm 3:55 pm 4:30 pm 5:05 pm
4:30 pm 5:05 pm 5:40 pm 6:15 pm
5:40 pm 6:15 pm 6:50 pm 8:00 pm
6:50 pm 8:00 pm 8:30 pm 9:00 pm
8:30 pm 9:00 pm 9:30 pm 10:00 pm
9:30 pm Frionly 10:00 pm Frionly

DC: Dangerous Cargo sailings on Mondays, Wednesday and Thursdays as shown — no passengers permitted.

Commercial Vehicle Savings

From November 10 - 24, commercial vehicles (vehicles over 5500 kg/GVW) can receive a 25% discount per foot on 5:30 am
sailings on Tuesdays and Fridays from Crofton — Vesuvius. Regular return trip per foot rate: $3.85; discounted rate: $2.85.

~BCFerries

Please visit bcferries.com for complete scheduling information.
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Heads up!

Remembrance Day:
Saturday, NOVEMBER 11
Activities at Centennial Park + the Legion

AGRICULTURE

Lana Popham tours Salt Spring farms and facilities

Minister refreshed on local
challenges, initiatives

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

B.C. Agriculture Minister Lana Popham
braved Friday’s snow to get a personal view
on some of Salt Spring’s food production
initiatives, with stops at the Burgoyne Valley
Community Farm and the future home of
The Root included on her itinerary.

Popham has served as NDP MP for Saan-
ich South since 2009 and made several pre-
vious visits to Salt Spring in her role as agri-
culture critic for the opposition. Now that
she’s part of the ruling cabinet, Popham
said she is continuing her work of visiting
communities around the province to get
firsthand information on their unique situ-
ations.

Part of the reason for Friday’s visit was
excitement around The Root. The commu-
nity produce processing and storage centre
received a Shaw Family Grant of $100,000
through the Salt Spring Foundation earlier
this year and another $100,000 in BC Rural
Dividend funding on Oct. 13.

During a visit to the Burgoyne Valley
Community Farm, Popham said she also
wanted to look at some of the challenges to
farming that exist on the Gulf Islands, such
as the limited consumer base and access to
government services, and look into what
types of services or resources the ministry
might consider adding.

“It was really great to chat with Wendy
Gilson, one of our bee inspectors for the

Ministry of Agriculture, and hear her per-
spective on controlling disease on the
islands,” Popham said. “Bees are one of
the things that I love a lot . . . Obviously it
always comes down to a source of funding,
but the knowledge base that Wendy has is
extraordinary, so the input that she’s giving
me definitely drives the input that I would
consider doing.”

Popham said her ministry has an exciting
mandate that’s based on supporting and
increasing reliance on local food produc-
tion. The strategy’s three arms are Grow BC,
Feed BC and Buy BC.

Policies that meet the mandate under
Grow BC would protect the agricultural
land base and protect and encourage farm-
ing rather than impeding it. Meat produc-
tion is just one area the ministry wants
to increase, with Salt Spring’s community
abattoir as a potential model.

“There is an absolute call from our local
consumer base all around the province to
have access to local meat production, so as
we grapple with that and figure out how we
can improve that over the next year, the Salt
Spring example is one to look at for sure,”
Popham said.

Feed BC looks at increasing the propor-
tion of locally grown and processed food
that is used in institutions where taxpayers’
dollars are used, such as hospitals and care
homes.

“Anywhere you go around the province
people are like ‘Of course that’s what we
should be doing’ — but it's not what we're
doing,” Popham said, adding the average
local food procurement for health authori-

ties is between 10 and 15 per cent. The
government would like to increase that to
30 per cent, although the capacity to do so
does not yet exist.

“It’s a little bit like turning a big cruise
ship around, this policy. It'’s going to take
some time, but we're starting the founda-
tions right now,” Popham said. “I think it’s
super exciting because we have a lot of land
that’s not in production, that’s in the Agri-
cultural Land Reserve, and this will create a
stable domestic market to sell into.”

The third program called Buy BC revi-
talizes a provincial marketing campaign
that saw success in the past but was then
shelved by the previous government.

“The three-part platform I think, as a
farmer in my past, is a really common-
sense approach to making sure agricul-
ture works in the province,” Popham said.
“None of it is something that can work on
election cycles; it’s a long-term plan, and
that also works for agriculture. We've seen
areal piecemeal approach to policies in the
last administration and I know it can’t work
like that for agriculture.”

“You see people walking away from farm-
ing, walking away from producing local
meat, farmers that are aging out, and they
can't find new farmers to get on the land.
The cost of land is too expensive,” she con-
tinued. “So using all of that in consider-
ation, I think we're going to have a real-
ly strong agriculture plan. And I'm really
hopeful that regardless of who forms the
next government, that it's so successful that
they keep it, because that’s the most impor-
tant thing.”

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
B.C. Agriculture Minister Lana Popham braves
unseasonably cold weather Friday to visit the
Burgoyne Valley Community Farm as part
of a tour of Salt Spring’s food production
initiatives.

NEWS BRIEFS

Mail boxes
targeted

Salt Spring RCMP have
received eight separate reports
of community mail boxes
being opened and damaged.

“At this time it has not been
determined if any mail has
been taken,” said Salt Spring
RCMP Sgt. Ryan Netzer.

Damage was reported on

Nov. 1. Boxes were in the Scott
Point area, and on Upper Gan-
ges, Long Harbour, Robinson,
Booth, Walkers Hook and
Mansell roads.

Canada Post and the Salt
Spring RCMP are currently
investigating these incidents.
Anyone with any information
is asked to contact the Salt
Spring RCMP at 250-537-5555
or Crimestoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

Community
alliance sets
next event

The grassroots group for-
merly dubbed the “Commu-
nity Forum” will have its next
meeting at Lions Hall under its
new official name, Salt Spring
Community Alliance, on Tues-
day, Nov. 14.

“Twice in the past few

months, Salt Spring Islanders
have gathered to enthusiasti-
cally talk about what matters
most to them and their visions
for the island they love,” said
the Salt Spring Alliance orga-
nizers.

Discussions have revolved
around the desire to address
key issues while retaining
treasured values. Themes
that have emerged have been
housing, affordability, infra-

ARE YOU FLYING OUT OF VICTORIA
FOR YOUR WINTER GETAWAY?

We make it easy to jetaway!

If you've got an early flight, stay the night
before with us —and park your car for just
$5 per day while you’re away! We're just
10 minutes from Victoria International Airport.
Book now from $149*
(Valid until January 30, 2018).

*Subject to availability. Rates vary by dates and room category.

www.sidneypier.com

9805 Seaport Place, Sidney, BC
Toll Free 1.866.659.9445

THE
SIDNEY

PIER

HOTEL & SPA

structure, health and the envi-
ronment, with governance
issues central to each.
Islanders will have another
opportunity to share their
ideas and concerns, sug-
gest solutions and potential
ways to implement them at
Tuesday'’s session. The meet-
ing format will include group
discussion of visions and con-
cerns, small working groups to
further explore issues raised,

and a concluding time for
the group to share what was
learned.

The meeting is set to run
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Doors
will open at 6 p.m., and light
refreshments will be served.
For more information, visit the
group’s new website at sscom-
munityalliance.org.

A report from the Sep-
tember meeting will be
available on the website.

Call Guest Services at 250.655.9445
and mention the jetaway package
to book your room today
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CALL GAIL OR ELIZABETH
IF YOU SEE NEWS HAPPENING
250-537-9933

(apital Regional District creid

Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply
for a Disposition of Crown Land

Notice is hereby given that We, The Capital Regional
District, have applied to the Ministry of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resources Operations (FLNRO), West Coast
Region for a public wharf situated on Provincial Crown
land located in the vicinity of District Lot 375, Browning
Harbour, Cowichan District.

The Lands File Number that has been established for this
application is Crown Land File #1414451.

Written comments concerning this application should
be directed to the Section Head, Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations at 142 - 2080
Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC, V9T )9, or emailed to:
authorizingagency.nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.

Comments will be received by FLNRO up to December 6,
2017. FLNRO may not be able to consider comments
received after this date. Be advised that any response to
this advertisernent will be considered part of the public
record.

For more information, please visit our website: http://arfd.
gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp or contact the
Freedom of Information Advisor at the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operation’s office in Nanaimo.

—

AWARDS

Bob Weeden gets stewardship award

Conservation hero
has long history of
nature advocacy

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

Salt Spring’s Local Trust
Committee took time out of
their regular meeting sched-
ule Thursday to recognize
island resident Bob Weeden,
who was presented with an
Islands Trust Community
Stewardship Award.

“As a former university
professor in Alaska and a
longtime conservation activ-
ist, Bob has brought his
scientific expertise, organi-
zational savvy, thoughtful
mind and sense of humour
to conservancy,” trustee
Peter Grove read from the
award materials.

Weeden was officially rec-
ognized for his two decades’
work with the Salt Spring
Island Conservancy, which
he has been involved with
almost since its inception in
1995. He served on the con-
servancy’s board, including
terms as president, for 21
years, working with some 60
other board members and
nine staff members during
that period.

Those attending the meet-
ing heard that Weeden has
effectively championed the
Islands Trust’s “preserve
and protect” ideal for much
longer than he has lived on
Salt Spring, however, work-
ing alongside his wife Judy to
establish important wilder-
ness protection initiatives in
their previous home of Alas-
ka starting in the 1960s.

During his acceptance
speech, Weeden conjured
up some favourite memo-
ries from his past life, dur-
ing which he and his family
learned to pick cranberries,
got tired of salmon after too
many bountiful catches,
cross country skied under
the aurora borealis on New
Year’s Eve and mingled with
cariboo herds.

“I guess I was born with a
vessel in my head that want-
ed to be filled with experi-
ences in the woods and
hills,” Weeden said. “When
Judy and I went to Alaska in
the summer of '59, we obvi-
ously knew that that place
was absolutely lavish in its
offering of those kinds of
experiences. Well, Alaska was
also lavish in its threats to
what we were experiencing.”

Mining and energy exploi-
tation schemes on one hand

were met by a proposal to
blast out a harbour the size
of Lake Erie using nuclear
charges on the other.

“We had a vision of Alaska
and it wasn't that,” Weeden
said.

Bob and Judy helped
start the groups that would
oppose the destruction of the
natural wilderness, includ-
ing the Alaska Conserva-
tion Society, but they found
they were constantly fight-
ing against groups with dif-

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
Islands Trust legislative clerk Claire Olivier holds the 2017 Com-
munity Stewardship Award for Bob Weeden while he makes
the first cut in the celebratory cake following his award's
presentation at Lions Hall on Thursday.

ferent agendas. In contrast,
Weeden said, his work with
the Salt Spring Conservancy
has been characterized by an
organization working very
much in concert with the
local community’s wishes.

The Islands Trust Council
announced the eight award
recipients of the 2017 Com-
munity Stewardship Awards
atits June 22 meeting on Las-
queti Island. The next award
nominations will open in
March 2019.

Thursday,
November 23, 2017
10:00 a.m.

North Pender Island
Community Hall,

4418 Bedwell p
Harbour Road

Who should attend?
Anyone affected by

the proposed °00
bylaws '"
Enquires?

Phil Testemale, ¢

A/Planner 2

ptestemale@
islandstrust.bc.ca

250-405-5170

Rezoning fora

New Site for ‘'Nu-To-Yu' Store

Bylaws 211 & 212

PUBLIC HEARING

NORTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

What are the bylaws about?

To permit the development of a new location for the ‘Nu-To-Yu'
store in the subject area of the property shown in the sketch map

below, the two bylaws will:

« Inthe Official Community Plan: re-designate the area
from Rural - R to Community Service - CS and designate
Development Permit Area 9 - Commercial and Industrial Form

and Character.

« Inthe Land Use Bylaw: rezone the area from Rural (R) to a
site specific Community Services (o) (CS[o]) zone with the
only allowable use being retail sales of used goods where all

proceeds are donated back to the community.

Lot Matume N4

L SUBIECT AREA e ™

o b O
BUBJICT PROfenTY

How do | get more information?

Copies of the bylaws and other information is available at the
Islands Trust Victoria office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to
Friday, excluding statutory holidays, November 10 to 22, 2017. Or:

www.islandstrust.bc.ca/npender/applications

Written submissions?
Send by 4:30 p.m., November 22, 2017 to:

&

« Islands Trust, 200 — 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8, or

« Email: vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca, or
« Inperson at the Public Hearing

ISLANDS TRUST

['TC backs farm store TUP

Margolin Drive TUP and
marina expansion also
proceed

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The Salt Spring Local Trust Committee
cleared a lengthy list of applications off
the agenda Thursday while hearing that
staff are struggling with a record number
of requests.

Among the projects that received the
green light were a long-standing appli-
cation to expand Fulford Landing Mari-
na and a development permit necessary
to bring a Scott Point Drive home into
compliance.

Trustees also gave unanimous consent
to a temporary use permit that will allow
farm sale operations to proceed and
expand at 223 Booth Canal Rd.

Applicant Ellis Hroch explained he
offsets the for-profit sale of farm goods
produced on the farm with non-profit
sales of organic dry goods and produce
brought in from elsewhere. Store hours
are Saturdays only.

Hroch said the combination helps
make the farm sustainable and carries
on a community tradition he established
in a now defunct cooperative in Ganges.

“Your decision today can unravel
this long-term relationship, or it can
strengthen it,” Hroch told the commit-
tee.

The LTC received 13 pieces of cor-
respondence related to the file, with
only three opposed to the farm store. A
neighbour who wrote one of the letters
in opposition also spoke against the

application during the town hall ses-
sion, citing noise and traffic concerns
and the store’s competition with the
Saturday and Tuesday markets, as well
as local grocery stores.

Trustee George Grams questioned
what percentage of local goods is typi-
cally sold at the farm, and whether grant-
ing the TUP would comply with Agri-
cultural Land Commission regulations
for agricultural land. Regional planning
manager Stefan Cermak explained the
TUP would bring the property into con-
formity with the ALC. As well, he said
ALC bylaw enforcement officers have
been to the farm and expressed their
support. They are willing to continue
enforcement to ensure Hroch meets the
requirement to supply 50 per cent of the
produce from the farm.

“I can assure you we are doing our
best to supply our own and if not, other
local farms. And that is just going to
increase,” Hroch said.

Diggin’ It Excavations on Margolin
Drive is another home-based business
that moved into zoning compliance
Thursday after facing bylaw enforce-
ment activity. Business owner Kris
Plambeck said he would prefer to move
his business to another location but the
island’s lack of industrial land has made
it impossible. Only one property, cur-
rently occupied by the cement plant on
Rainbow Road, meets the zoning level
that’s been recommended.

Plambeck’s application received
16 letters of support, including one
from his immediate long-term neigh-
bours. Three pieces of correspondence
opposed to the application were also
received.
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Officials narrow in on housing crisis

Island situation tied into
provincial problem

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

An affordable housing plight that
appears to be leaving few communities on
B.C’s southern coast unscathed is getting
attention from multiple levels of govern-
ment on Salt Spring, with everyone from
appointed commissions to the island’s
provincial representative searching for a
solution.

Saanich North and the Islands MLA
Adam Olsen took a stand on the issue at
the senior government level on Thurs-
day, speaking in support of legislation that
would protect tenants from a loophole in
the Residential Tenancy Act. Bill 16 seeks
to amend the act to prevent landlords
from being able to evict tenants at the end
of a set lease period in order to signifi-
cantly increase rents under a new tenant.

“It’s no secret that we're in the midst of
an affordability crisis that is having pro-
found and wide-ranging impacts on peo-
ple and families in our province,” Olsen
told the Legislative Assembly. “Renters are
particularly vulnerable in this market. It is
in this context that I support this bill.”

The Salt Spring Local Trust Committee
was looking at how to address the crisis
under its own land-use policies on Thurs-
day, approving a project charter for one of
its top priorities: legalizing the residential
rental of seasonal cottages. The plan could
impact an estimated 1,300 island proper-
ties.

Planner Seth Wright outlined how the
project could be organized in order to
avoid major amendments to Salt Spring’s
Official Community Plan. The proposal
is to create three categories of cottages in
zones where they are currently permitted
— both seasonal cottages and two sizes of
residential cottages. The proposed map-
ping excludes cottage use in watersheds
and community well capture zones as well
as the area served by the North Salt Spring
Waterworks District.

The possibility of drafting housing
agreements to ensure cottage rentals stay
affordable was discussed, but staff noted
the Capital Regional Housing Corpora-
tion does not recommend doing so for
individual units, while increasing the stock
available would potentially have a positive
effect on rents.

WATER MANAGEMENT

LTC to request SSIWPA funds

Multiple projects now
underway

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The Salt Spring Local Trust Commit-
tee is recommending that a number of
research and water management projects
get the taxpayer support necessary to con-
tinue, with a vote in favour of requesting a
$98,500 special tax requisition for the Salt
Spring Watershed Protection Authority in

2018-19.

Islands Trust planner Justine Starke and
the organization’s new freshwater special-
ist William Shulba reported at Thursday’s
Local Trust Committee meeting that a
number of activities under the Salt Spring
Island Integrated Water Management Pro-
gram are starting to yield results. They
recommended supporting that work with

“I absolutely am against housing agree-
ments for the reasons you've given: they’re
too complicated, too onerous, and I don't
think they achieve what we'd be looking
for,” said trustee Peter Grove. “I think the
marketplace will result in these relatively
small, 600-square-foot buildings being
more affordable.”

Grove said he was concerned about the
recommendation to explore approval for
existing cottages in the NSSWD with its
board of directors, since supply issues had
derailed the plan to increase affordable
housing through secondary suites.

“I don’t think that there’s
any doubt that we should
have some form of full-time
occupation for cottages.”

GEORGE GRAMS
Salt Spring Islands Trust trustee

“Let seasonal cottages be required
to have a separate source of watet, be it
groundwater or rainwater catchment. But
I don't want to require the approval of
North Salt Spring or anybody else for these
seasonal cottages to be useable, as our
community has a serious housing short-
age,” Grove said.

Trustee George Grams said he felt the
report set up an important conversation
with the community about how to pro-
ceed with residential cottage use.

“I don't think that there’s any doubt that
we should have some form of full-time
occupation for cottages; it's a question
of just assessing the finer points of that,”
Grams said.

Grams pointed out most seasonal cot-
tages are occupied in the summer drought
period, and extending the use through
the winter would put no stress on water
resources. However, he felt it is important
for the I'TC to engage with the water dis-
trict.

“We are in the midst of an exercise
where we're quantifying and assessing sus-
tainable supplies of water on the island,”
Grams said. “I think we have to involve
everyone in decisions we make that might
have an impact on consumption.”

the requisition request, and to add a new
project that will create a comparative anal-
ysis of freshwater research and regulation

across the Trust Area.

Shulba highlighted details from just one

of the five projects now underway.

Shulba observed.

projects.

Grams said.

water problems.

he said.

“This research is producing real data,”

Trustee George Grams, who chairs SSI-
WPA, voiced support for the proposed
literature review as well as the existing

“We’re making great headway. It will take
some time to bear fruit, but we're really
getting going, there’s no question of that,”

Trustee Peter Grove was also enthusias-
tic about finding solutions to the island’s

“It’s clear to me what’s coming is some-
thing we can really use in the community,”

Grams suggested using a temporary
use permit for cottages in the NSSWD
area for people who could demonstrate
a sustainable water supply might be one
solution.

The Salt Spring Community Economic
Development Commission has also rec-
ognized water supply as a factor in the
lack of housing for the island’s working
population, both rental and home own-
ership. The commission, which oper-
ates under the Capital Regional District,
joined forces with the Salt Spring Island
Housing Council and the Salt Spring
Island Chamber of Commerce to host an
Oct. 30 roundtable on workforce housing.

Island employers and representatives
from the Islands Trust, CRD, provincial
government, local agencies and non-
government organizations with housing
mandates were invited to attend, with
more than 30 people participating in the
four-hour session.

Groups discussed existing and per-
ceived impediments to solving the avail-
ability of workforce housing; attempted
to clarify, define and document the roles
and responsibilities of accountable orga-
nizations; and identified actionable next
steps.

CEDC chair Darryl Martin said multiple
factors appear to be impacting the hous-
ing supply on Salt Spring, from ever-more
restrictive building codes and Islands
Trust policies to parkland acquisition and
land conservation. As well, Vancouver’s
competitive market means people are
relocating to Salt Spring and buying up
some of the former rental stock.

“Well-intentioned efforts to ensure
higher-quality housing, global free trade,
prosperity around the world, and the
desire to preserve the rural character of
the island and preserve nature all com-
bined to make it difficult for young peo-
ple, especially those with families, to buy
or rent suitable housing here,” Martin
said in a follow-up to the Oct. 30 meeting.
“As a result, islanders face some difficult
decisions on priorities, decisions which
will have an important impact on how
many people in the 20 to 40 age group we
see on the island.”

The roundtable’s coordinators are now
working to summarize their fundings and
share those with the participants. They
plan to make action plans and commu-
nicate their progress to the public in the
coming months.
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EDITORIAL

Memories
matter

anada is fortunate to

have not had a major

armed conflict take

place in its territory in
modern times.

But our country’s citizens have been impacted
through participation in the two world wars
and the Korean conflict and, more recently in
Aghanistan, where 40,000 Canadians served
between 2001 and 2014. One hundred and fifty-
eight military personnel died in Aghanistan and
more than 2,000 were wounded. Just as tragic
is that an estimated 54 killed themselves after
returning home.

More than 2.3 million Canadians have served
in Canada’s armed forces, and some 118,000
have died in the process. Those are the individu-
als Remembrance Day is meant to honour. From
those numbers, 175,000 were on peacekeep-

THE ISSUE: ing missions and more

than 1,700 peacekeep-
Remembrance ers died.
Day

As the number of liv-

ing World War II vet-

WE SAY: erans continues to

. shrink, it seems vitally

More Important important to keep the

than ever memory of the horrors

of war alive. If we con-

vince ourselves that the suffering and sacrifices

caused by war are not so bad, we will be less

likely to choose and insist on peaceful resolu-
tions to our conflicts.

With so many military actions and examples
of conflict and unrest occurring around the
world, it’s not hard to imagine any country,
including Canada, being involved in war again.

Perhaps with an awareness of the fragility
of peace, Canadians and Salt Spring Islanders
seem more interested than ever in acknowledg-
ing Remembrance Day. Descendants of those
who served in world wars are also eager to learn
about and preserve the memories of their rela-
tives’ experiences. This issue of the Driftwood
contains a powerful and well-composed letter
from World War II detailing a British soldier’s
experience on the island of Crete. Capt. A.P. Cor-
bett was the uncle of Salt Spring resident Jerry
Shrive, and the letter was just recently shared
between family members.

Keeping the memories and sense of remem-
brance alive is one thing we can do both collec-
tively and individually this November 11.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:

SURPRISE!

VIEWPOINT by Patri Janyk

Overall harbourwalk costs too high

After reading the staff report for the Ganges harbourwalk
compiled by Jason Youmans, Trust planner, and presented Oct.
13, 2016, it is clear there is too little the community will gain
and too much the community may lose if this large develop-
ment, under the misleading subject title of “Ganges Harbour-
walk Completion Project,” continues.

There are many issues with the zoning changes required
to circumvent the OCP and Island’s Trust policies to facilitate
this development, including but not limited to potable water,
sewer, using fill as land, traffic, parking, water setbacks, land
density and usage, First Nations’ concerns and taxpayer con-
siderations.

First, if the single issue of water is considered in this develop-
ment proposal it is revealing that in the report the Trust planner
states: “in three recent rezoning applications . . . LTC required
applicants to demonstrate their ability to provide potable
water.” The Trust planner concludes “Authorizing a rezoning of
the harbourwalk and upland properties . . . could be viewed as
inconsistent with previous decisions.” It's a very tactful way to
explain the obvious bias of our LTC to push this development
forward before seriously investigating the negative impact this
very large development could have upon the community in the
future, especially as water shortages become more common.
We need only look at the recent water shortages on Cedar Lane,
likely exacerbated by the Bullocks Lake development, to con-
clude how critical consideration of demands for potable water
are to any development proposal.

Furthermore, it is inappropriate for the LTC to demon-
strate their biases so completely by arbitrarily applying the

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com before

Should harbourwalk completion be pursued? | |Yes [ o
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same guidelines (proof of potable water) to reject some rezon-
ing applications while entertaining another, such as the Ganges
Marina development.

Second, let the public be clear about who is paying for
the many professionals who must be involved in amending,
rescinding, reinterpreting and implementing changes to cur-
rent OCP and Trust bylaws to facilitate the rezoning of Ganges
Marina and the other three adjacent properties. We pay! With
regards to potable water the report states “potential options to
address applicable potable water policies will entail costs . . . the
LTC may have to consider its role in covering some or all of these
costs.” With regards to sewer, “the LTC may have to consider
its role in covering some, or all of these costs.” With regards to
transportation upgrades, “ordinarily rezoning . . . that entails
traffic impacts would be . . . undertaken at the applicant’s costs”
[but not in this case because] the rezoning “has been under-
taken at ITC's initiative . . . the LTC may have to consider who
will pay for any [transportation] improvements.”

Few people would not want to see the Ganges harbourwalk
completed, but not at the costs to our community as so clearly
outlined in the Oct. 13, 2016 staff report. It is disheartening to
observe the willingness of our LTC to initiate a zoning change
and potentially assume costs for those changes to facilitate a
developer’s economic gains.

Do not be confused or enticed by the promise of the comple-
tion of the Ganges harbourwalk. The costs are too great.

The writer is a Salt Spring resident.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “It is beautiful here. But when you come
from somewhere else, a part of you is always there.”
PAT MASSY, 1946 WAR BRIDE WHO MARRIED A CANADIAN SOLDIER

SALT SPRING
SAYS

We asked: What
would you like
to see happen
with the Ganges

harbourwalk area?

TOM VIKANDER

It should be completed with-
out conditions of develop-
ment as a public service for
the island and it should have
been completed a long time

ago.

L " DN\,
JILLWILLMOTT
I think there should be no

upzoning and commercial
development. It should be a

support.

boardwalk over the water as
First Nations have said they'd

MAXINE OLYNYK
Finish it but don't build up
the commercial area. I'm a

pedestrian most of the time
and it would be great to get
off the road.

MATT BRAIN

It’s complicated. I think it
would be great to have it
completed, but the environ-

mental concerns also need to

be considered.

PETER STARK
They should have looked
after what they had to begin
with better, but they didn’t.

Letters to the editor

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less.

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Radio hams
valuable

When the recent hur-
ricanes and earthquake
disasters hit, it was the
amateur radio service that
provided the only commu-
nication link to the rest of
the world. All other sys-
tems, including cell phone
and satellite phone net-
works, collapsed quickly.

When (not if) we get
“the Big One,” expect Salt
Spring Island to be isolat-
ed with little, if any, sup-
port, services or supplies
from anywhere for several
days if not weeks. It will be
the amateur radio “hams”
who will provide, at least
at the beginning, the only
link to the outside world.

Amateur radio opera-
tors in most communi-

ties in B.C. are well-inte-
grated into the provin-
cial emergency response
system, but not on Salt
Spring Island. In the base-
ment of the government
building on Lower Gan-
ges Road there is a fully
equipped radio room, part
of the Emergency Opera-
tions Centre. It is likely
to remain idle with no
one to operate it, while
local highly qualified and
licensed volunteer radio
operators, many of whom
with extensive experience
in military, marine and
civil aviation communica-
tions are excluded from it,
and in an emergency will
have to operate from their
own, private stations.
There has to be a better
way.
URI COGAN,
CALL SIGN VA7C0G

).
Don't close
the gap

Re: proposed Bylaw 491
concerning the Ganges
Harbour boardwalk, as a
visitor to Salt Spring, one
of the places I love to walk
is the boardwalk around
Ganges Harbour — the
whole thing, including
the big gap that requires a
walk-around.

I don’t live in the city,
nevertheless, I truly
appreciate Salt Spring’s
beautiful farms, forests,
harbours, and even the
busyness of Ganges. The
village area on my island
is upland, and very dif-
ferent from the splendid
harbour view and walk in
Ganges.

I enjoy the shops and
restaurants in Ganges

Harbour too, and I most
certainly would not want
to continue doing that if
“closing the gap” requires
a completely out-of-char-
acter development for the
boardwalk area.

SUSAN YATES,
GABRIOLA ISLAND

Authentic
village

I was amazed to see a
letter in the agenda pack-
age for the Nov. 2 Local
Trust Committee meet-
ing from the Chamber
of Commerce decrying
Ganges as suffering from
vacant, unsightly store-
fronts and derelict build-
ings. In a previous email
they objected to sand-
wich boards.

I find the sandwich
boards and the older

buildings a charm-
ing feature that likely
attracts tourists and new
residents. There isn’t a
building in Ganges that I
would describe as “dere-
lict.” The amount of turn-
over of tenants and own-
ers seems normal to me.

I do agree with points
made in the Chamber let-
ter, that it would be nice
to have housing above
first-floor retail and that
the sidewalks are elder-
ly-unfriendly. However,
the North Salt Spring
Waterworks District has
made it abundantly clear
they do not have enough
water for increased den-
sity within their service
area. Better sidewalks
would be nice and hope-
fully will be planned. But
they will be costly.

Maybe it isn’t perfect,

but I, for one, love our
eclectic and authentic
village just the way it is.
MAXINE LEICHTER,

MOUNT BELCHER HEIGHTS

Leave war
behind

A Grade 7 student rec-
ommended we wear
our poppies on our backs,
instead of our fronts, as
a symbolic gesture to
remind us to “leave war
behind.”

We are reminded of war
on a daily basis. On Nov.
11, take a couple of min-
utes to also “remember
peace.” A small gesture,
yes, but a place to start.
Why not?

“Leave war behind, put
a poppy on your back.”

JOHN MCCOLL,
ELIZABETH DRIVE

AGING wit

 GRACE: Little old ladies larking about

€C A re they organic?” she

Aasked.

Our Halloween grotto was
decorated with 10 or 12 jack
o'lanterns; monsters were crawl-
ing over and around the tent
sheltering a table supplied with
some 70 hand-decorated paper
bags stuffed with candy and
chips. Four beautiful Brinkies
were dressed fit to kill: a butcher
whose apron, hands and face
were smeared with blood; a con-
vict so recently escaped from
maximum security she was still
wearing stripes; a faceless fash-
ion plate kept talking through
her feather-fringed hat because
she clearly had no mouth; and
a decaying Miss Havisham,
straight out of Charles Dickens’
Great Expectations, was still
wearing the wedding gown she
refused to take off ever since
beingleft alone at the altar many
decades earlier. Appropriately, it
was in shreds. And, so as not to
scare the kiddies too much, we
also had a cuddlesome kitten
and a cumbersome clown.

We managed to terrify a little
dog but we were starved for chil-

dren. So an Englishman (a dead
ringer for a Scotsman, if I do
say so myself), who had been
assigned to direct the traffic
that barely materialized, started
dragging kids in off the street
even when, in this case, they
were clearly not trick or treating.

Miss Havisham spoke first:
“We're old ladies and we like to
eat little children.”

Wanting to alleviate any fear
Miss Havisham might have
engendered by that remark, the
kitten quickly interrupted, “How
would you like a bag of treats?”

So this young girl asks wheth-
er theyre organic.

Organic? How could mass-
manufactured candy, whose
main ingredient is sugar, or
chips, whose main ingredient
seems to be salt, possibly be
organic?

But not to worry, we also had
a few bags of home-dried apple
rings, apricots, and bananas.
We had assumed we’d be left
with the healthy treats. These
days, what terror-filled millen-
nial parents would allow their

children to accept anything that

was home-made? But when we
showed the fruit to the girl and
her brother — who'd been inno-
cently out for a walk with their
dog — and asked if their par-
ents might allow them to accept
healthy homemade treats, they
both assured us they would. The
evening was saved.

Hallowe’en is great fun, but
it’s more fun with lots of chil-
dren. Perhaps we had our share
of trick-or-treaters this year,
but we had fewer than last year,
which were fewer than the year
before.

MaybeIshouldn'tbe surprised
because children (defined here
as anyone from 0 to 14 years of
age) represent only 11.8 per cent
of our island population. In con-
trast, those over 65 constitute
almost 30.6 per cent, giving us
oldsters almost a three to one
advantage.

How do these figures stack
up against the rest of the prov-
ince and the nation as a whole?
According to the 2016 census,
those B.C. residents aged 0 to
14 represent 14.8 per cent of
the provincial population and

those over 65, 18.2 per cent. For
Canada as a whole, residents
aged 0 to 14 constitute 16 per
cent of the population while
those over 65 come in only
slightly higher at 16.8 per cent.

Wow! I keep track of such
things but those figures sur-
prise me too. The proportion of
people over age 65 living on Salt
Spring Island is almost twice
as great as for the rest of the
country. This is a great place
to retire and, if we can, we're
staying put. But there are con-
sequences.

Fortunately, many of us are
young at heart and can still see
the fun in dressing up and act-
ing silly. It’s also a good thing
we're doing everything we can
to keep our bodies, minds and
social relationships as fit as a
fiddle.

And when it’s time to move
into asupportiveliving arrange-
ment, we're lucky to have such
facilities as Braehaven, Heri-
tage Place, and Meadowbrook.
Let’s hope we’ll take this new
step with joy in our hearts and
smiles on our faces. Life is to be

embraced no
matter where
in our jour-
ney we hap-
pen to be.

Meadow-
brook, the brain child of the
Gulf Islands Seniors Residence
Association, was the earliest of
the three to accept residents.
That was back in 2003 and it
was an overnight sensation. I
know residents who've waited
for years for the opportunity to
move in. The community has
long hoped for another facility
and it’s beginning to look like
Meadow Lane is more than a
glimmer in GISRA’s eye. A wait-
ing list is already forming, so I
went down a week or so ago to
sign up.

Just remember this: the time
will come soon enough when
the benefits of supportive liv-
ing will be welcome. Once
we're there, we can keep right
on pretending, if we wish, to
enjoy eating little children. But
maybe we'd better think twice
about it — there aren’t enough
of them to go around.

by HELEN HINCHLIFF
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Large projects could do grave harm

BY LUISA MAFFI AND DAVID RAPPORT

Our local trustees never cease to sur-
prise us. First, elected (along with the pres-
ent CRD director) on a platform focused
centrally on an incorporation study, they
shepherded the process all the way to an
incorporation referendum that, if success-
ful, would likely have led to a serious weak-
ening — if not the de facto demise — of the
institution they had been elected to serve:
the Islands Trust.

Then, once incorporation was soundly
defeated (for the second time in 15 years),
they proceeded to change their tune, cheer-
fully informing us that, with the referen-
dum finally out of the way, it would now be
possible to take action on many issues of
improved governance that had been kept
on hold. (If you're wondering why our trust-
ees didn't take action on those governance
improvements to begin with, instead of
subjecting us to a costly and divisive refer-
endum, you're not alone.) In the aftermath
of the referendum, trustee George Grams
even went out of his way to write to the B.C.
Minister of Municipal Affairs, asking her to
respect our community’s decision — as if
there were much of a chance that the min-
ister might choose otherwise!

Setting aside one’s distaste for the above
course of events, one might well have gone
on to expect that the first item of business
on the trustees’ desk would now be the
much-delayed improvements to our local
governance. But no! What pops up at the
top of the trustees’ priority list? Bylaw 491,
meant to allow the up-zoning of several
properties along Ganges’ inner harbour,
including the property owned by Ganges
Marina — thus making more development
possible on the stretch of shoreline north of

Rotary Park.

Even so, it seems that the up-zoning
wouldn't be enough to satisfy the aspira-
tions of the marina owner. A development
proposal that is similar to, but appears to
be even more grandiose than, the one our
community overwhelmingly turned down
a decade ago was suggested. What's more,
the marina seems to be suggesting a quid
pro quo: they would grant their right-of-
way for completion of that fabled amenity
of ours — that is, the forever-stalled shore-
line boardwalk — if (and only if) the Trust
would allow them to plunk a huge three-
storey hotel with underground parking
and laundry facilities, five dwellings, staff
accommodation and plenty of commercial
retail space (all in all totalling 16,000 square
feet) on their portion of the shoreline. Whoa!
‘We don't need to spell out how community-
minded that sounds—it’s already been well
described in the three letters on the topic
that appeared in the Nov. 1 Driftwood.

Whatwe do wish to point out is that noth-
ing has changed in the circumstances that
led to the Ganges Marina proposal being
turned down the previous time around.
It is apparent now even more than it was
then that a project such as this would not
only add an unsightly urbanized character
to our harbour, irrevocably damaging the
island’s rural character, which we just voted
to maintain; but also, as all too many proj-
ects of this sort inevitably do, it would likely
add considerable stress to a marine eco-
system already under great pressure from
human activities.

As one of us wrote in the Driftwood a
decade ago: “History is replete with cases
in which human action has gone too far,
and as a consequence, ecosystems have bit

the dust. .. Real progress is that which does
not take place at the cost of the vitality of
the ecosystems that sustain all life.” This is
not to say “no” to any and all development
in the harbour. But it is a strong caution
against rushing forward with a large-scale
project that is most likely to do grave harm,
both ecologically and in terms of the island’s
character, to Ganges Harbour — the very
heart of Salt Spring.

Furthermore, additional development
along the culturally and ecologically sen-
sitive inner harbour shoreline would be
against the wishes of at least two First
Nations bands (Lyackson and Halalt), who
have written to our trustees expressing their
opposition to any such expansion. In an
era of reconciliation, it would be egregious
to proceed with any type of development
along the shore without the full blessings
of the Indigenous communities that have
cherished and stewarded these lands for
millennia.

Bylaw 491 is, in our view, a profoundly
retrograde step — culturally, socially and
ecologically. Our local trustees should
decline to give it any further consideration.
And, instead of attempting to appease
shoreline owners chomping at the bit for a
big windfall, they should turn their minds
to exploring other options for boardwalk
completion that do not involve currying
favour with special interests and contraven-
ing the spirit of reconciliation with Canada’s
First Nations.

The writers are Salt Spring residents who
have worked for decades with governments,
international organizations and local com-
munities worldwide on assessing and restor-
ing the health of eco-cultural systems.

Rezoning for a

Picnic Shelter - Thieves Bay Park

RANTS .. Roses

Islands Trust

Thursday,

November 23, 2017%
10:00 a.m.

North Pender Island
Community Hall,

4418 Bedwell p
Harbour Road

Who should attend?
Anyone affected by

the proposed (X

bylaws "'
Enquires?

Phil Testemale, ‘4-7
A/Planner 2

ptestemale@
islandstrust.bc.ca

250-405-5170

Bylaw 213

PUBLIC HEARING

NORTH PENDER ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

Note: this is a second Public Hearing for this application. Changes
were made to the Bylaw based on feedback at the first Hearing.

What is the bylaw about?
To permit the construction of a picnic shelter on the property shown
in the sketch map below. The bylaw will rezone the property to a
site specific Community Park 1(a) (CP 1[a]) zone that will:
Allow picnic shelter as a use.
Limit the maximum size for a shelter to 80.2 m* (863.3 ft’
-[roof area]).
Limit the maximum height to 4.6 m (15 ft) and create setback

regulations.
76 B
& \ _SUBJECT PROPERTY
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How do | get more information?

Copies of the bylaw and other information is available at the
Islands Trust Victoria office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to
Friday, excluding statutory holidays, November 10 to 22, 2017. Or:
Written submissions?

&
Send by 4:30 p.m., November 22, 2017 to:
Islands Trust, 200 — 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8, or
Email: vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca, or
In person at the Public Hearing

www.islandstrust.bc.ca/npender/applications

Nina and Teresa would
like to thank Country Gro-
cer, Mouat’s, Pharmasave,
Thrifty’s and the Uptown
liquor store for allowing us to
put out donation boxes. And
a big bunch of roses for all the
people who donated! Thank
you, everyone!

Many hoops full of
roses from SIMS to all of
the volunteers who helped
make the Harlem Crowns bas-
ketball fundraiser such a huge
success. It was an incredibly
fun and hilarious evening for
all. Ahuge thank you to: Coun-
try Grocer for the food and
drink donations; to Uptown
Pizza and Glad’s for their
contributions; to Christi-
anne Wiigs, Valeskca San Mar-
tin and their parent and stu-
dent helpers for baking and
working the concession; to
Mid-Island Co-op, Salt Spring
Books and SIMS adminis-
trative assistants for selling
tickets; to Tom Langdon for
helping organize the event; to
Annette Wright for being the
sixth Harlem Crown; and
to the GISS Senior Boys Scor-
pions, coaches Myles Wil-
son and Tony Mason, and
referees Blake Gold and Myles
Wilson for being such good
sports on the court.

A wheelbarrow full of pop-
pies to Country Grocer and
Salt Spring Inn for door and

costume prize donations to
our first responder and com-
munity volunteer apprecia-
tion Halloween dance. Thank
you both so very much! RC
Legion Branch 92

Generous armloads of yel-
lowroses to all the Central Hall
donors attending the recent
presentation that described
in words and in pictures the
history of this community hall
and the area around it. The
Salt Spring Historical Soci-
ety and Archives provided
research and photographs
(thank you, Frank Neumann)
while Don Cunningham was
host and speaker. Snacks and
refreshments were provided
by The Fritz Cinema. (Thank
you, David Paul). Those in
attendance were very gener-
ous with their donations, as
was our one corporate donor,
Mouat’s Trading Company.
Future donations and support
are always welcome.

To the lovely pistachio
grandma (Pat?) who bought
my daughter a bag of her
favourites in the Thrifty’s
line-up. You've expanded our
hearts and smiles with your
kindness.

The Friends of Kenya
would like to send a matatu
of perfumed Kenyan roses to
all those who attended our
sixth annual bridge tourna-

ment. Special roses to Ruth
Hopping, our primo salesla-
dy; Mollie Colson, our chef;
and our hard workers, Mary
Beckett and Josh Lawrence.
Special mention to the vari-
ous firms that supplied food,
bridge prizes and silent auc-
tion items. Working together,
125 Kenyan children will be
able to continue school.

Greenwoods and Brae-
haven would like to send big
big love and roses to all who
helped bake and contribute to
the success of our first Cook-
ies For Christmas sale. We are
grateful for your support and
blessed to have such a won-
derful community! A spe-
cial thank you to Braehaven
residents for welcoming the
community into their home,
Margaret O’Neil for going the
distance, as well as Rosemary
T, FionaW, Lisa, Rosemary B.
and Dorothy K.

A display of beautiful
antique roses for John and
Susan of Britannia Antiques
and Estates for their visit to
our island and their free
appraisal service and advice
for Salt Springers. Adding to
their generosity by the dona-
tion of a significant portion of
sales to the Lady Minto Hos-
pital Foundation is especially
appreciated. Thank you. You'll
be welcomed back anytime!
Julian and Britt
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Over the years, the Driftwood has
published wartime photos submitted
by community members. Some of
those appear here as a Remembrance
Day collage. Clockwise from top left:
Luke Marshall and friend Omie Adcock
in 1940; World War I soldiers in
Guelph, Ont.; Ganges war memorial;
Bette Burbidge (Barbour) and her
friend on a Norseman plane in Jasper,
1944; crew of the HMS Ganges in the
Royal Navy in World War I1, portrayed
in a Christmas card; Salt Spring boys
swimming in Bullock Lake in 1913,
from left, Jesse Bond, lan Halley, Dun
Halley and Bill Evans, before Bond
and lan Halley volunteered to serve
in WWI.
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Uncle Bert’s letter home recounts invasion on Crete

Each year around Remembrance Day I
think of my uncle (Bert Corbett) who won
the Military Cross for his inspiring action as
commander of a battery of heavy anti-aircraft
guns during the airborne invasion of Crete by
the Germans in WWII, during which he was
severely injured and one of only a handful
of people to survive the action. Although he
passed away some years ago, I was recently
sent this riveting letter which he wrote to his
fiancee and parents in England after he had
recovered from his injuries.

— Jerry Shrive of Salt Spring Island

From Capt. A.P. Corbett
51st H.A.A Regiment R.A.
M.B.P.

June 14, 1942

An order has recently been published out
here which allows us to tell of personal experi-
ences up to a certain date. As this includes the
Crete show, I thought you would like to know
some of the things that happened. It is not
going to be very nice, but I think you will all be
interested.

We arrived on the island in April, and within
a day or two had our guns and vehicles ashore
and were ready for action. Actually, we had a
fairly hot reception because we encamped in
some olive groves and only been there a few
hours when there was a raid by high flying
Italian planes, five of them. They dropped sev-
eral bombs but did no damage whatever. Then
again in the afternoon the same day, we had a
raid by the Hun and the planes flew low over the
groves and machine gunned as they went away.
No damage, no casualties, but a large amount
of excitement—made me think somebody had

Capt. Bert Corbett, the late uncle of Salt
Spring Island resident Jerry Shrive.

phoned the Hun and told them I'had arrived.
However, we marched into the mountains
for the night just in case, and next day began
unloading our ship. It was rather a slow process
as we had a Cypriot unit doing the stevedoring,
and as they could not speak English and were
very excitable, we did not get on too well togeth-
er. In the end, we did it, however, and I took my
four guns away sometime in the middle of the
night and started getting them into action.

Quiet time at first

At first, things were comparatively quiet.
We had the odd daylight raid, but nothing at
night and we got on with the work. Gradually
things began to get busier. We had more and
more daylight raids and then the evacuation
from Greece began. Thousands of troops
came onto the island and we had to give up
blankets and clothes to fit out those who had
little or nothing in the way of kit. This was no
hardship as we were well provided for and
everyone gave up something and gave it will-
ingly.

There were not many raids during this time
and, as yet, very few dive bombing raids. Most
of the Greece troops were got away from the
Island and back to Egypt, mostly at night and
only a comparative few were left behind and
organized into Infantry. This was the time
when the dive bombing raids really started.
The Hun had collared some small islands
near to Crete and using them as bases could
send dive bombers over. Then he started
sending them several times a day. Some-
times high flying attacks and sometimes dive
bombers. They almost always went for the
harbour. Occasionally they went for the small
town of Canea.

Night raids begin

Then we had our first night raid. I happened
to be on duty and they started just after dark at
about 9.30 p.m. Throughout that night we had
one or two planes every 10 or 15 minutes and
not once did the searchlights fail to illuminate
the targets. We managed to hit two, and both
were reported to be coming down into the sea
on fire.

During the previous daylight raids we had
done some reasonable shooting and had two
to our credit. We did our shooting on a rather
different system to the other batteries and our
shell burst could always be picked out. All our
four burst together and we were rather famous
whenever we went into the town or whenever
anyone visited us.

However, during this first night raid there was
a lot of machine gunning down the searchlight
beams but from a great height and nobody was
hurt. I think we got three that night. The next
night was similar but not on such a large scale
and during the day we had the usual crop of
dive bombing raids. During these raids they
used to skim away over our guns at about 10
feet high and we did manage to get one of them
as he went away. He came down into the sea.
They always machine gunned as they went
away but very sketchily and nobody was hurt.

Then we started seeing Hun fighters over the
Island. They came in twos and threes, escorting
reconnaissance planes, and we very definitely
did not like this. A fighter has only a short range
and we knew if they could fly fighters to Crete
and back to their base, they were not very far
away. However, we kept shooting and managed
to bag another and damage one or two. The
raids by this time were becoming intensified
and we were on the go all daylong.

Then on the morning of May 20 (I had been
on duty during the night) we had one or two
raiders over, but nothing much. I received a
message to the effect that “there are several
groups of enemy planes to the North and North
West.” I thought of another Stuka raid and
manned guns and prepared to shoot ‘em all
over the sky.

>>>>>

On November 11", remember

served and continue serving
our great nation.

Lestwe éryez‘.

THRIFTY FOODS.. SATSPRING 114 Purvis Lane - 250.537.1522

to honour our veterans who have

“Thank you.

Do what you love ,
and the rest comes easy. |
“| love the work that | do. It fires me up

every day! Like my colleague Sonia said so
eloquently, this opportunity is a blessing.
We are in that chamber with integrity,
standing up for what truly matters to
us, and staying true to our values.”

Adam Olsen, MLA
Saanich North and the Islands

More than just another email newsletter
It's an update about how your community is being represented in the Legislature!
Subscribe by visiting adamolsen.ca
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Adam Olsen MLA
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Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5 pm / Sat. 9 - 3 pm
ph: 250-537-5527 /x: 250-537-9700
1-888-537-5527

email: info@seafirstinsurance.com




