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Remember why you live here!
Authorized by Positively NO, registered sponsor under LECFA themanyislanders@gmail.com

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gul� slandsdriftwood

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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TAXI, TOURS

& DELIVERY
TAXI, TOURS

& DELIVERY

SALTSPRINGTAXI.COM250.537.3030
Joni Ganderton

  Protect
      your 
 WEALTH

BMO Nesbitt Burns

537-1654
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SANTA’S RIDE: Mr. and Mrs. Claus lead the 21st annual Salt Spring Toy Run Saturday as part of a weekend of motorcycle-centred events 
based from the Salt Spring Farmers’ Institute. See a Santa’s Workshop tribute to the fundraiser on Page 16.

‘Legally bound’ words disputed
No-side demands politicians’ intervention 

Joint effort
rescues six
off Mayne 
BC Ferries responds again 

BY SEAN HITREC
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

BC Ferries was the fi rst on the scene after a 
boat carrying four people sank and two kayak-
ers who attempted to rescue the boaters also 
ended up in the water near Mayne Island on 
Sunday.

Dylan Carter, maritime SAR coordinator 
from the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre, 
said the 9 a.m. sailing of the Spirit of Vancou-
ver Island responded to a distress call for the 
rapidly sinking boat near Georgina Point on 
Mayne Island. The submerged vessel’s four 
passengers were all stranded in the water. Two 
people on Mayne Island with kayaks saw the 
boat sinking and attempted to help the pas-
sengers before offi cial help arrived. They too 
ended up in the water and needing assistance.

BC Ferries sent a rescue boat to help the 
group. Meanwhile, a Royal Canadian Marine 
Search and Rescue boat from Point Roberts, a 
Canadian Coast Guard boat from Ganges and 
a Coast Guard hovercraft from Sea Island in 
Richmond were dispatched.

Carter said the four people from the sunken 
boat were taken in the hovercraft to Tsawwas-
sen, where they originated from, and were 
treated for mild hypothermia en route.

“One person was transported to emergency 
health services for swallowing sea water,” he 
added.

The two kayakers from Mayne Island were 
uninjured and returned to shore with a BC Fer-
ries rescue crew. 

The Spirit of Vancouver Island was delayed 
by 20 minutes. 

BC Ferries teams have been busy respond-
ing to marine incidents this summer.

“I know we had a rash of [rescues] last 
month,” said BC Ferries spokesperson Debo-
rah Marshall. 

She said the average number of BC Ferries 
rescues per year is 24. Eleven have been under-
taken since April.

MARINE INCIDENT  
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Spamalot
Bask in the silly!
PAGE 11

Slo-pitch weekend
Tony Head Memorial at Fulford 

PAGE 20

$125
(incl. GST)

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R

As the first incorporation referendum 
advance poll opens today (Wednesday) and 
the formal debate runs tonight, public disputes 
about specifi c topics remain heated. 

In a press release issued Monday, the Posi-
tively No group called on trustees George Grams 
and Peter Grove, and CRD director Wayne 
McIntyre “to correct misleading statements 
made by the pro-incorporation Yes campaign 

about a municipality’s legal obligation to the 
Islands Trust.”

The no-side refutes the yes-side’s claim that a 
municipal council “will be legally bound to sup-
port Trust aims.”

Instead, Positively No campaigners are 
emphasizing wording in Section 39.1 of the 
Islands Trust Act, which states that a municipal-
ity in the Trust Area “must have regard to the 
object of the trust in adopting a bylaw or issuing 
a permit or licence.” They feel “have regard to 

the object” does not constitute being “legally 
bound.”

“Our three elected offi cials have already inter-
vened to accuse a private citizen of circulating 
material within the community they believed 
to contain ‘false assumptions and material inac-
curacies,’” the Positively No group states, refer-
ring to the elected officials’ chastisement of 
islander Brenda Guiled after she critiqued 

REFERENDUM  continued on 5
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Maxwell Lake
Please Respect the Watershed 
FIRE DANGER EXTREME

Maxwell Lake is a vital part of our island 
watershed, supplying water to many island 
homes, farms and businesses. The risk 
of wildfire during the summer months on 
Salt Spring is significant. A fire caused 
by a cigarette or campfire could cause 
devastating and permanent damage to the 
Maxwell watershed, render the lake unusable 
as a drinking water source for Ganges and 
jeopardize the safety of nearby residents, homes and farms.  

Both islanders and tourists alike can help to play a vital role in watershed 
protection by honouring the fact that it is private community watershed and not 
open for camping, swimming, walking, hiking, picnicking, mountain biking or off-

road vehicles such as motorbikes and ATVs. 
In addition to the fire danger, these activities 

slowly degrade the watershed because the 
expansion of trails and pathways creates a 
direct route for nutrients and sediment to enter 
the lake during the rainy season. This nutrient 
loading will negatively impact water quality in 
both the short and long term. 

A healthy and intact watershed helps to 
filter and purify runoff before it reaches the 
lake; damage to the watershed will directly 
result in decreased water quality and 
increased treatment costs in order to meet the 

appropriate standards and regulations for drinking water.
The North Salt Spring Waterworks District appreciates your cooperation in 

our ongoing efforts to preserve this valuable natural resource.

North Salt Spring Waterworks District
www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca

The Islands Trust Local Trust Committee Meeting 
for Thursday, September 7, 2017 is cancelled.

The next meeting is Thursday, October 5, 2017 
at the Hart Bradley Hall, Lions’ Club.

The proposed meeting agenda is usually available 
one week prior to the meeting and may be obtained 

at the Islands Trust office or on our website.

Visit our website at:  www.islandstrust.bc.ca
Contact us at 250-537-9144 
or: ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

Meeting 
Cancellation

Advertising 
Deadlines Change

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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Please note that the 
Gulf Islands Driftwood office

will be closed on 
Monday, Sept. 4 - Labour Day 

and will reopen for usual 
business hours on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5.


Deadlines for the Gulf Islands 
Driftwood Wednesday Sept. 6

edition will be as follows:

Display Advertising deadline: 
Thursday, August 31, 12 noon

Classified Display Deadline: 
Friday, Sept. 1, 2pm

Classified Word Deadline: 
Tuesday, Sept. 6, 9am

    It Happened Twenty Years Ago: ( speculative fiction )  - 2/4 time
                Valdy - Well Written Songs - SOCAN

it // Happened twenty / Years ago, my / Mom was in her / Early thirties. /
   / I still shake my / Head at how / Quickly things dis-/Solved  “   it //

// Happened to be / Gay pride par-/Ade day, and the / H L B G /
/ T Q crowd was / Votin’   “  to //
    // Change or to ev-/Olve    “  to  /

/ Evolve or / Change   “   to / 
 / Change or just e-/Volve   “  it //

// Happened in the / Old way, that / First past the / Post way that /
   / Politics has / Now all but dis-/Pensed with  /  ‘   when it /

/ Happened back in / Seventeen, it / Split up our com-/Munity and /
/ Left the poor and / Aging folks de-/Fenseless  ‘  /  ‘   ‘   //
  // We saw it / Coming   ‘   /

 / We moved a-/Way     ‘    /
/ Sold and fled to / Start a fledgling /

/ Life up north a-/Ways   ‘   we  /

// Wanted to stay / Current, so we / Kept the Driftwood / Coming  ‘  re-//
  //-Ports write that / Tax hikes soon /

/ Got  folks a-/Runnin’  ‘   re-/
/-Ports say re-/Sorts ‘round the /

/ Harbours are / Stunning   ‘   //

// Such a loss for / All of us that / Grew up here and / Left  ‘  /
/ Some declared the / Vote was fair  “ / Others called it / Theft    ‘   /

// Money won the / Vote   “  the / Deal was sealed and / Carried   “   it /
/ Happened twenty / Years ago,  Mom / Recently re-/Married  “   it /

____rit__     
/ Happened twenty / Years ago   “  // 
 __tempo                    ____rit__
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environment

Anglers to help with salmon escape
Data collection encouraged

By SEAN HITREC
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

With thousands of Atlantic salmon 
now swimming freely nearby after a fish 
farm in the San Juan Islands was dam-
aged last Monday, Salt Spring biologists 
and the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans need help cataloguing them.

The breach and spill of an unknown 
number of farmed Atlantic salmon into 
waters around the San Juan Islands is 
surrounded by controversy. What was 
first reported as 3,000 to 4,000 fish 
from a pen damaged by an irregular 
tide due to the Aug. 21 solar eclipse 
has fallen under scrutiny by scientists 
and activist bodies. They say the tide 
wasn’t extreme enough to wreck the 
pen and the amount of net damage 
suggests far more of the 305,000 fish it 
held escaped than originally claimed. 
The Lummi Nation stated Monday that 
it had already caught some 20,000 of 
the fish.

Now it is up to anglers to help sci-
entists and the government track the 
spread of the species.

Kathy Reimer, a salmon enhance-
ment biologist on Salt Spring Island, 
said she is concerned about diseases 
common in fish farms spreading and 
the possibility that the fish might take 
over native habitats and spawning 
grounds. She urges anyone who catches 
an Atlantic salmon around the Gulf 

Islands to contact her and put the fish 
on ice.

“We’d be willing to pick them up,” 
she said. “This fall we’ll be watching 
for them in Fulford Creek for sure,” she 
added, noting that there is a chance 
they will invade native habitats on the 
island.

Anyone catching an Atlantic salmon 
should make a report to the DFO, whose 
personnel are tracking the invasive spe-
cies through the Atlantic Salmon Watch 
program.

“We encourage anglers who catch an 
Atlantic salmon to report it via our toll-
free [ASW] number at 1-800-811-6010. 
Donating the carcass to DFO provides 
us with valuable samples for our scien-
tific study,” said DFO communications 
advisor Michelle Rainer in an email to 
the Driftwood.

The DFO is not encouraging the 
same policies as the Washington 
Department of Wildlife, which has 
asked fishermen to catch as many 
Atlantic salmon as possible, because 
of the danger of over-catching native 
salmon in the process.

Rainer also clarified the rules on 
catching the fish, as they are not actu-
ally considered part of the daily native 
salmon limit anglers must follow.

“Atlantic salmon are not categorized 
as ‘salmon’ in the British Columbia 
Sport Fishing Regulations, but as unlist-
ed finfish. As such, anglers may retain 
20 of these fish per day, with no size 
limit,” she wrote, adding that fishing is 
still only allowed in permitted areas.

To contact Reimer about an an 
Atlantic salmon catch, email her at 
salmonkathy@gmail.com.

PIPELINE ISSUES 

Lawyer opens Forum series
Karen Campbell visits Sept. 6 

SUBMITTED By SALT SPRING FORUM 
The planned expansion of the Kinder Morgan 

Trans Mountain pipeline is rife with controversy. 
While Prime Minister Justin Trudeau argues the 

economic benefits of the project 
are crucial for Canada, oppo-
nents believe the environmental 
costs far outweigh any benefits 
the project might provide. 

Many First Nations and other 
communities on British Colum-
bia’s coast strongly oppose the 
project. The new B.C. govern-
ment is seeking intervener sta-
tus to support a combination 
of 19 lawsuits launched by First 
Nations, environmental organi-
zations, and others, which have 
been joined into one major chal-
lenge against the pipeline expan-
sion.

One of the 19 lawsuits aims 
to protect the southern resident 
orcas against the noise and oil spill 
risk posed by the planned increase 
in tanker traffic. Launched by the 
Living Oceans Society and Rain-
coast Conservation Foundation, it 
will be heard by the federal Court 
of Appeal this fall. 

Karen Campbell, the climate 
change program director at Eco-
justice, is the lawyer leading the 
orca case. Her previous victories 
include overturning the federal 
government’s approval of the 
Enbridge Northern Gateway pipe-
line. 

On Wednesday, Sept. 6 at 7:30 
p.m., Campbell joins the Salt 
Spring Forum to discuss the legal 
strategies being used to stop the 
expansion of the Kinder Morgan 
Trans Mountain pipeline.

Tickets are available through 
ArtSpring and at Salt Spring Books. 

Image courtesy Atlantic Salmon Watch.

Example of an Atlantic salmon with identifying features.
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Orca Electronics Inc., former authorized dealer for the Source, has sold the business to Salt Spring 
Communication Station located in Upper Ganges Centre.

“We would like to thank all our friends and customers for their loyal patronage over the years” said 
owner Ed de Boer. “I am con� dent that Salt Spring Communication will continue to ful� l the community 
needs for all Electronic products.”

 New Electronics Dealer on Salt Spring  Island

SOLD
342 LOWER GANGES ROAD - 

PHONE 250.537.8371

Watch the Driftwood for 
Salt Spring Communication Station’s 

“New Inventory Sale”

PRIDE

Unitarian Pride service delivers  ‘A Message of Love’
Everyone welcome to 
inclusive event

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Unitarian con-
gregation is inviting people of all 
identities and beliefs to hear a 
special Pride festival service on 
Sunday, Sept. 10.

Guest speaker Dar Levy will be 
visiting Salt Spring from Victo-
ria for the event. Her service, A 
Message of Love,  will look back 
at how transgender youth expe-
rienced life not so long ago and 
some of the positive changes 
being made, as well as the further 
work society needs to accomplish. 
Levy believes a strategy based on 
love and radical acceptance can 
change the world, “one queer at 
a time.” 

“The message of love has a pow-
erful effect. You can connect and 
make a powerful difference in the 
world with acceptance, rather 
than trying to make everyone con-
form,” Levy said. 

The Unitarian Church is an 
organization in which people of 
any or no proscribed religious 
faith can meet to explore their 
spirituality, based on certain 
shared values. It does not have a 
dogma or creed to be followed.

“Our values include acceptance 
of one another, compassion, and a 
commitment to justice and equity. 
We believe in exploring the mys-
teries of life, we believe in ethical 
living [and] we believe in living 
out our spirituality in this world 
by working for peace, justice, 
equality, democracy and respect,” 
the website for the Canadian Uni-
tarian Council explains.

Katie Watters, Salt Spring Uni-
tarians’ program coordinator, 
said a small group of 15 people 
meet around twice a month on 
Salt Spring. A special Pride ser-
vice has been offered for a num-
ber of years, and like all Unitarian 
events, it’s open to people of any 

faith, gender, race, age, or ability. 
While the spiritual side of life 

may not be the first thing one 
thinks about in terms of Pride cel-
ebrations, Watters said it repre-
sents an important aspect that 
hasn’t always been available for 
people outside gender or sexual 
norms.

“I think there’s an experience 
that many LGBTQ people face in 
trying to find a door that’s open or 
a place where you can meet your 
religious or spiritual needs. That 
can be hard, and just another way 
society diminishes this unique 
group of people,” Watters said.

Levy discovered Unitarianism 
around six years ago, when she 
and her spouse were looking for 
someone to officiate their cere-
mony. She found the organization 
met her beliefs and her need to 
think deeply about spiritual mat-
ters, such as how to be a better 
person.

“I’ve been a Unitarian all my life 
and didn’t know it,” Levy said.

Watters and Levy both say that 
joining a congregation to meet 
with other people pursuing the 
same spiritual quest fulfills some-
thing important in their lives, in 
a way that doesn’t happen just 
by choosing friends with similar 
values.

“The reason my family is part of 
the community is it’s interesting. 
There’s a sense of belonging, and 
that it serves a larger purpose,” 
Watters said. “We also find that a 
lot of friends that we socialize with 

haven’t heard of Unitarianism and 
don’t know what it is.”

“Unitarianism accepts you are 
the master of your faith and have 
the right to explore it on your own. 
To find a group of people that 
shares that gives you a place to 
belong,” Levy agreed. “In a group 
of friends, these things usually 
aren’t talked about that deeply.”

In a world where people are 
identifying down into smaller and 
smaller groups, Unitarianism is 
one of the paths that is promoting 
equality in difference. 

“Learning how to respect the 
diversity of everyone and seeing 
them as your tribe, that, I think, is 
what the challenge is: seeing the 
diversity of others as being equally 
valid to your own perspective,” 
Levy said. “I truly believe that kind 
of identification is what the world 
needs.”

That greater picture view has 
special resonance during Pride. 
Levy’s sermon is based on accep-
tance of difference and love’s bet-
ter chance for changing the world 
over trying to force people to meet 
an ideal.

Levy, who identifies as trans-
gender and queer, said there 
weren’t many options for self-
identity when she was growing up. 
“Butch lesbian” was the name she 
was given, but that didn’t really 
describe who she was. And even 
with an adequate designation, 
there were too many restrictions 
on how people of difference could 
live their lives.

“At 58 I’m just now feeling the 
confidence to speak about who 
I am and feel confident in that,” 
Levy said.

“The acceptance of diversity 
goes a long way to helping peo-

ple, because if you’re constantly 
defending yourself, you don’t get 
to be your best self in that per-
son,” she added. “It’s amazing 
to see that happening now with 
young people. I would dearly love 
to see them when they’re grown 
up, because I don’t think it’s some-
thing the world’s ever seen.”

Compared to her situation as a 
young person, Levy is surprised 
and impressed by seeing young 
men, in particular, who are willing 
to express being different without 
attaching any label to themselves 
too early. 

But transgender youth are still 
killing themselves, as Levy points 
out. Bullying is prevalent, and the 
right to a safe public bathroom is 
being challenged not just in the 
United States but also places like 
Saskatchewan. 

“We can’t be complacent about 
it,” Levy said.

“It’s tough being different, and 
kids have a really hard time grow-
ing up with peer pressure anyway. 
To be bullied because of that is so 
debilitating. It messes up your life. 

“I think it’s great we’re moving 
in the direction [of tolerance],” 
she said.

The Salt Spring Unitarians meet 
twice a month at 10:30 a.m. at 379 
Lower Ganges Rd. (Salt Spring 
Seniors Centre). Levy’s Pride ser-
vice on Sept. 10 is followed by 
Mindfulness in Difficult Times, 
a sermon by Amanda Tarling on 
Sept. 24. 

For more information, visit 
www.saltspringunitarians.com. 

Pride 2017
This year’s Salt Spring Pride 

festival has a number of events, 
including the parade in Ganges on 
Saturday, Sept. 9. 

See next week’s Driftwood for a 
detailed schedule, the www.gulfis-
landsdriftwood.com events calen-
dar, or the Diversity and Inclusive 
Salt Spring Island website at www.
daissi.org.

photo courtesy Dar Levy

Dar Levy, a member of the First Unitarian Church of Victoria, will give a 
Pride sermon for the Salt Spring Unitarians on Sept. 10.

“At 58 I’m just now 
feeling the confidence 
to speak about who I 
am and feel confident 
in that.” 
DAR LEVY
Unitarian speaker
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INCORPORATION DEBATE

Incorporation reality stacked against pro, con claims
Bowen example applied to some common 
statements

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

What would incorporation mean to daily life on Salt Spring?
We just don’t know, which is a source of much angst for many com-

munity members. But some of the common claims about what might 
happen, good and bad, can be examined against the example of the only 
Islands Trust community to incorporate so far. Bowen Island became an 
island municipality in 1999.

The following represents some of the statements made by people 
speaking both for and against incorporation, compared with examples 
of what actually happened on Bowen. Part 2 will be published in next 
week’s Driftwood. 

Position: The Islands Trust preserve and protect 
mandate will be lost.

All communities that have an Official Community Plan must follow its 
principles guiding land use. 

Bowen’s only major OCP update, passed in 2011, maintained all the 
goals of the pre-incorporation 1996 OCP, and added a goal to minimize 
the island’s contribution to climate change. The number one priority 
of the plan remains “To preserve and protect the unique amenities and 
natural environment of Bowen Island for the benefit of Bowen Island 
residents and, generally, for residents of British Columbia.”

As well, Bowen’s Letters Patent specify that its 
OCP bylaws “must not be contrary to or at variance 
with the trust policy statement adopted by the 
Islands Trust Council.”

Any proposed amendments to the OCP must be 
referred to and approved by Islands Trust Council. 
Council can refuse to do so “on the basis that it 
believes that the provisions of the proposed bylaw 
are contrary to or at variance with the Trust Policy 
Statement.” Disputes will be arbitrated by the Min-
ister of Municipal of Affairs and Housing.

According to its OCP review, at 78 per cent 
Bowen had a larger percentage of natural ecosys-
tems than any other Trust area except Gambier, at 
85 per cent. As of 2009, 14 per cent was in a “pro-
tected area,” falling just short of the Islands Trust 
goal of 15 per cent.

Perhaps the most significant change to the OCP 
so far was the Snug Cove Village Plan, approved in 
2005. This made all residential land in the cove eli-
gible for multi-family attached housing, with up to 
17.5 dwelling units per acre allowed if non-market 
housing is included, and concentrated develop-
ment to encourage a sustainable and pedestrian-
friendly village.

Position: Incorporation is the 
only way to solve the affordable 
housing crisis.

Official community plans can include policies 
on rental and home ownership, as well as incen-
tives to developers to include affordable housing 
units. The ability to build new units is largely the 
purview of private developers with consideration 
to their profit margin, however, or through hous-
ing societies with government and private donor 
support. 

According to Bowen’s 2011 OCP update, 
“Between 2001 and 2006, the number of owner-
occupied dwellings on Bowen Island increased 
by 23 per cent, whereas there was virtually no 
recorded change in the rental stock.”

Bowen has entered into four affordable housing 
agreements since 2013, which together added 11 
units. The Bowen Undercurrent reported in May 
2016 there was just one long-term family home 
rental available at the time, though short term-
vacation rentals were plentiful. 

With no funds to subsidize housing, Bowen’s 
solution has been to pass favourable zoning 
bylaws, most recently to legalize secondary suites, 
including “free-standing” ones. Salt Spring also 
has that capacity under its current governance  
model. 

Having a proven water supply (which has 
stopped some Salt Spring affordable housing plans 
from proceeding) is a requirement both for CRD 
and Bowen Island building permits. Not having 
one is one of the reasons the controversial Cape 
Roger Curtis village plan may have been dropped. 

Position: Large-scale 
development will take over. 

Bowen Island Municipality has allowed some 
developments with increased density under com-
prehensive development zones. Often the zoning 
is used to set out an amenity in exchange for den-
sity. For example, the CD 12 zone accommodated 
the subdivision of the Greenway lands for a maxi-
mum of 23 lots while securing approximately 50 
per cent of the lands for parks, trails and environ-
mental protection purposes. 

Two rezoning proposals submitted by Wolf-
gang Duntz and Daron Jennings in 2014 envi-
sioned mixed neighbourhoods. Their Parkview 
Slope rezoning plan proposed to increase den-
sity from 23 to 105 units, including 55 non-market 
(affordable), in a mix of rental and long-term lease. 
Seymour Landing at Cowan Point proposed an 
increase from 25 residential units to 190, including 
40 to 80 non-market units. Both projects were put 
on hold and have yet to be reactivated.

A large-scale increased-density proposal at Cape 
Roger Curtis was withdrawn in 2009. The plan 

had called for village-style grouping of units on a 
600-plus-acre property that would include afford-
able-housing units and a seniors complex, as well 
as protection of 50 per cent of the land and 85 of 
the shoreline as park, but would have increased 
density from 224 to 390 units.

After much community contention about the 
neighbourhood plan proposal, the property own-
ers subdivided the land into 59 10-acre lots, as 
legally permitted. Since then council has been 
fighting the owners on mega docks, creating a pro-
hibition bylaw against them after four were built. 
A recent court ruling found that one owner who 
applied for a foreshore license before the bylaw 
was drafted had the right to proceed, but the bylaw 
prohibiting docks on the cape has been upheld. 

Position: Incorporation will make 
it more affordable for families to 
stay on the island.

Demographics suggest incorporation has not 
produced more young families on Bowen, which 
has an aging population similar to many island 
communities. Census data shows that between 
2001 and 2006, the median age increased from 
41.4 to 44.8, compared to 37.4 to 39.1 in Metro Van-
couver. In 2011 the median age increased again to 
46.6. 

The largest age cohort is middle-aged, or 
between 45 and 64. This segment of the popula-
tion had the most growth between 2001 and 2006, 
increasing by 37 per cent. 

Despite a total population increase of 9.46 per 
cent from 2006 to 2016, the number of children 
ages 0-19 decreased from 830 to 805, or by three 
per cent, during the same period. 

Public school enrollment at Bowen Island Com-
munity School (grades K–7) has dropped 14 per 
cent since incorporation. The school had 392 stu-
dents registered in 1998-99, and 334 as of Sept. 30, 
2016. A low of 225 students was recorded in 2005-
06, with enrollment increasing steadily since then. 

Position: Real estate agents and 
developers will take over 
municipal council.

It’s possible, but this has not been the usual case 
so far on Bowen. 

In 2005, the mayor and one councillor were 
elected on a campaign to stop the Cape Roger 
Curtis subdivision proposal. The mayor then cam-
paigned against an updated “neighbourhood” 
plan with increased density in 2008. 

A backlash against attempts to establish envi-
ronmental protections and new development 
permit areas did see a “pro-development council” 
elected in 2011. The election has been described 
as “an almost total wipeout of candidates” who 
supported an initiative to establish a National Park 
Reserve with the federal government.

The 2011-14 council’s economic development 
committee and community lands committee pro-
posed OCP amendments that would have estab-
lished social and economic diversity as the primary 
consideration for managing growth, and removed 
obstacles to tourism and industrial growth. Two 
of the members, real estate development partners 
Wolfgang Duntz and Darron Jennings, resigned 
in March 2014 before their terms were over due 
to potential conflict of interest over the rezoning 
of public lands. Duntz had been elected as one of 
Bowen’s Islands Trust trustees. 

“Now that we are out of council we will insist 
that they deal with rezoning applications which 
we are bringing forward,” Duntz told the Bowen 
Undercurrent at the time. 

The culture of municipal council flipped back to 
a more environmentally concerned one in Novem-
ber 2014. According to a legal judgement on the 
Cape Roger Curtis docks, a group called “Stop the 
Docks” was active during the election campaign 
and four of the candidates elected to council were 
involved with or sympathetic to that group, replac-
ing the pro-development slate.
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SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional 
Service

• Authorized Warranty Technician 
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance  

Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE

250-537-5268
samander@telus.net

www.AndersonApplianceRepair.ca
124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination
and professionalism

cell: 604-902-0702
website: www.dmarchitect.ca

THEFT 

Electric vehicle charging donation box stolen in Ganges
Reward set for return of 
metal container

By SEAN HITREC
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

After only one month in operation, the elec-
tric vehicle donation box next to ArtSpring in 
Ganges was stolen on Sunday and the owners 

are offering a reward for its safe return.
The pink-coloured metal donation box that 

sat beside the EV charging station outside 
ArtSpring was created to help cover electricity 
costs for charging green cars. It went miss-
ing sometime between Sunday afternoon, 
when donations were collected, and when 
Jim Standen of Transition Salt Spring’s EV 
group checked it again on Monday morning.

“I’d be surprised if there was more than $2 
in it. It was most likely empty,” Standen said.

The box was originally fixed to a post with 
the screws that held it to the post locked 
inside. Standen suspects someone pried off 
the box with a crowbar-like tool.

While he’s not interested in getting the 
money back from the donation box, he would 
like to see the box’s safe return as it cost 

around $160 to make.
“I’ve posted a $20 reward for whoever 

finds it,” he said. “I’d be quite happy to pay 
the reward and not know who took it, so we 
can put it back up there with Fort Knox-type 
bolts.”

Anyone with information on where to 
find the box is encouraged to contact Stan-
den at jstanden@ucalgary.ca.

REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP

Sponsors say goodbye to Syrian family
Khaldis relocate to Calgary

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A family of Syrian refugees who 
called Salt Spring home for the past 
year has moved on to Calgary to be 
closer to family and resources. 

Samer and Ranya Khaldi and their 
children Serina, Adam and Mimi left 
the island on Aug. 22. 

They arrived in July 2016 after con-
certed efforts by the Salt Spring Ref-
ugee Sponsorship Action Group to 
arrange a private sponsorship. Anne 
Marshall, a spokesperson for the group, 
said they were announcing the family’s 
departure with heavy hearts, but full of 
understanding of the obstacles to per-
manent settlement in the community. 

“It has been a wonderful year to 

have had the pleasure of the Khaldis in 
our midst,” Marshall wrote in a state-
ment. “The main purpose of our spon-
sorship was to bring a Syrian family 
out of danger, and to provide a safe 
home in which they could transition 
to life in Canada. Through our spon-
sorship we did all we could to help the 
Khaldi family and I feel so proud of 
our efforts.”

In a letter to the sponsors and settle-
ment team, Samer Khaldi explained the 
major problem was accessing trans-
portation. He was unable to get his 
Canadian driver’s licence, and the fam-
ily lived outside a transit route, so he 
was forced to hitchhike or spend hours 
walking to and from work. The situa-
tion left the rest of his family trapped 
at home, while his wife suffered from 
trauma and did not speak English well 
enough to receive support, had it been 

more accessible. 
“I am grateful to everyone who stood 

beside us,” Khaldi wrote. “I will leave 
this island but I really feel it like my 
homeland. Thank you because you 
care about us and you feel the pain of 
the Syrian nation and support us.”

The Khaldis will join Ranya’s sister 
and her family, who have been settled 
as government-sponsored refugees in 
Calgary.

“Whereas we will miss the Khaldis on 
Salt Spring Island, they have inspired 
us and breathed new life into our com-
munity. We know that Salt Spring’s loss 
is Calgary’s gain,” Marshall said. “There 
is a big Unitarian Church that will 
be delighted to welcome all the gifts 
of leadership and music that Samer 
brings with him. We send the family on 
their way with hearts full of love and 
best wishes.”

First advance poll held today

road maintenance costs and methods used by 
consultant Urban Systems in its final incorpo-
ration study report.

“We call on our elected officials to follow 
their own precedent, to publicly correct these 
misleading claims and to prevent further mis-
representation of this important issue.”

Grams told the Driftwood he does not agree 
with the Positively No group’s interpretation of 
the legislation. 

“It is quite clear that municipalities with-
in the Islands Trust are legally bound by the 
Islands Trust Act,” he said. “Clause 38 of the act 
demands that a municipal council must have 
its OCP bylaws or revisions, and any rural land 
use bylaws, approved by the Trust’s executive 
committee. The bylaws have no effect in law 
unless so approved. This is a legally binding 
requirement.

“Clause 39.1 states that a municipal council 
must have regard to the object of the Trust in 
adopting a bylaw or issuing a permit or licence. 
This is also a legally binding requirement.”

“I do not believe that splitting hairs about 
the definition of the phrase ‘have regard to’ 
is purposeful,” he added. “I see no evidence 
from Bowen Island that their concern with the 
environment has lessened as a consequence 
of a change to a municipal structure. Nor do I 
believe that the high regard for environmental 
protection Salt Spring holds would diminish as 
a result of a change in governance structure.” 

The relationship between the Islands Trust 
and a potential Salt Spring municipality would 
also be covered in its Letters Patent. While a 
draft LP will not be made public before the 
Sept. 9 vote, Grams said it will likely mirror that 
of Bowen Island’s document. 

Thirteen clauses of Bowen’s Letters Patent 
address the Trust-Bowen municipality relation-

ship. Section 13.1 states: “The municipality is a 
member of the Islands Trust and shall support 
the object of the Islands Trust as defined by the 
Islands Trust Act, and the purpose of the provi-
sions in these Letters Patent . . .  is to ensure that 
there shall be no conflict between the actions 
of the municipality and the object of the Islands 
Trust and the Trust Policy Statement.”

John Macpherson, spokesperson for the 
“YeSS!” campaign, said the Positively No cam-
paign’s demand “is another tempest in a teapot. 
The ‘no campaign’ knows the current system 
is dysfunctional and has nothing positive to 
promote. Therefore they appeal to fear and 
use diversionary tactics to sidestep real gover-
nance issues. First they attempt to discredit the 
incorporation study, then they lobby for one 
of their supporters to be appointed as a sec-
ond fact checker at the Aug. 30 public forum, 
then they lobby for no fact checker at all, then 
they quibble over a YeSS! poster which shows a 
municipality and the Islands Trust will exist ‘in 
concert,’ and now they try to claim ‘preserve-
and-protect’ won’t survive a municipality. It’s 
the emperor without clothes all over again.” 

The subject of a changing relationship to 
the Islands Trust will no doubt be discussed in 
tonight’s debate. It begins at 7 p.m. in the gym 
at Gulf Islands Secondary School. Speaking for 
the “no side” are Gary Holman, Brenda Guiled 
and Greg Clayton. “Yes-side” panelists are 
David Wood, Ken Marr and Michael McAllister.

Former B.C. government cabinet minister 
George Abbott is the moderator. 

Questions from the public were submit-
ted in advance of the event. None will be 
taken from the floor. 

Advance polls run from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
on Aug. 30 and Sept. 6 at Community 
Gospel Chapel and the Salt Spring Public 
Library. Saturday, Sept. 9 is regular voting 
day. See the CRD website for all the details 
about referendum voting. 

REFERENDUM  
continued from 1
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Empty
nesters

Trust cooperation over confl ict
Having run in the 2011 Islands Trust election as a clear opponent 

of yet another referendum on incorporation, I have been asked my 
position this time around. Has my view changed?

First, I would like to thank those on both sides of this debate for 
the substance and tone of their appeals. Unfortunately, I once again 
fi nd that those seeking incorporation are offering arguments that are 
ill-timed, misplaced and taking us backward just at a time when we 
should be seeking out and moving forward with innovative and trail-
blazing forms of governance able to deal with pressing local, regional 
and global issues such as climate change, housing and refugees. In 
our context, we have had the innovative Islands Trust leading the 
way since 1974. It deserves our continuing support. Undermining its 
scope and purpose would be a step backward.

Incorporation is not the only option. We all know what the many 
nearby municipalities look like.  Many of us have chosen to live 
here precisely because we have experienced what municipalities 
do and how they are run and we don’t like what we see. We have 
concluded that there must be a better way and the better way we 
have found in the B.C.’s Gulf Islands takes the form of the Islands 
Trust. We did not come here to create and run a municipality. 
Many of us who have come to Salt Spring since the founding of 
the Islands Trust were aware that we were coming to somewhere 
different, somewhere nonconformist, somewhere the governance 
structure relied on cooperation, not confl ict. That’s why we came.

It has been argued that incorporation and self-rule will give 
us the necessary tools to determine our future ourselves. It will 
make us more democratic we are told. “Salt Spring for Salt Spring-
ers” — with decisions being made by Salt Springers alone — is 
the dangerously nationalistic, eerily exclusive and unfortunately 

backward call to arms. It soft-pedals the need for Salt Springers 
to work with our neighbours on nearby islands to preserve and 
protect our lands and resources. Cooperation is given lip service, 
with the current governance structure said to hold us back and 
undermine our sovereignty. Our roles as stewards, managing these 
beautiful islands cooperatively on behalf of all British Columbians 
and indeed all Canadians and citizens of the world, are quietly 
downplayed by the incorporationists. Yet, we, together with our 
neighbours on other Gulf Islands, are on the same team and for 
good reason, especially when you consider that we are living in an 
integrated regional ecosystem.

So just because you may not have gotten your way in dealing 
with the Islands Trust at one time or another in the past does not 
mean we should go backward, in the process undermining the 
Trust’s viability by undercutting the participation of its largest 
member and throwing our inspiringly innovative, impressively 
successful and admittedly not yet perfect baby out with the bath 
water. If the Trust hadn’t turned down some development propos-
als over the years, it would not have been doing its “preserve, pro-
tect and sometimes piss off” job. 

Salt Spring does not need a mayor and council. No new toys for 
boys, thank you very much. Remember what happened in 1883, 
the last time we were a municipality. We got rid of them then and 
I for one hope we don’t invite them back. Incorporation is a thing 
of the past. Incorporate in 2017? Positively, no! Forward, not back-
ward, please. 

The author is a retired university professor turned cheesemaker 
who ran for offi ce in Salt Spring’s 2011 Islands Trust election.
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W
hen Canada began 
opening its doors to 
thousands of Syr-
ian refugees in 2015, 

Salt Springers were eager to put 
out the welcome mat. 

The Salt Spring Refugee Sponsorship Action Group 
was quickly formed. Fundraising got underway and 
resources and services required were assembled. The 
island’s Unitarian Fellowship organization was highly 
involved as a Syrian family of the same faith was identi-
fi ed as ready for sponsorship. A 27-year-old man with an 
island connection was also sponsored and then able to 
move to an urban setting more appropriate to his work 
as a translator. 

At about the same time, in the summer of 2016, the 
Anglican Parish of Salt Spring Island welcomed refugees 
Zack and Hind Hashim from Iraq. 

The community 
reached out to the Syrian 
and Iraqi refugees and 
they reached back. 

They connected with 
the free services of Salt 
Spring Literacy. Local 
author Margriet Ruurs 

collaborated with the Khaldis and pledged profi ts from 
her book Stepping Stones: A Refugee Family’s Journey 
for their children’s education. An unforgettably moving 
moment was when young Serina read the Arabic text 
from Ruurs’ bilingual book during a launch event at 
the Salt Spring Public Library. Samer Khaldi shared his 
musical talents as an accomplished pianist. 

But the rural island environment proved unsuitable 
in other ways. While the Hashims and Samer Khaldi 
were professionals in their native countries, they were 
unable to practise in their trained fi elds on Salt Spring. 
Separation from Syrian family members resulted in 
understandable grief and isolation for Samer’s wife. 
Transportation challenges made life even more diffi cult 
for the Khaldis. 

As a result, it’s not surprising that the two families 
have since moved to more urban settings to embark on 
the next stage of their lives in Canada. 

Some people might be disappointed that community 
efforts did not see the island viewed as a permanent 
place for refugees to live. But as Ann Marshall of the 
refugee sponsorship group states: “Whereas we will miss 
the Khaldis on Salt Spring Island, they have inspired us 
and breathed new life into our community.”

Islanders should be proud of their willingness and 
ability to help individuals in distress around the world, 
and should not hesitate to do the same thing again.  
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Dianne English
I couldn’t care less. My opin-
ion was made up long ago.

Michael Bagnell
I’m sick of hearing about it, 
to be honest.

Salt Spring 
Says
We asked: What do 
you think about 
the tone of the 
incorporation 
referendum 
debate?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

A couple of weeks ago, I suddenly became an 
internet sensation. That’s correct, right before 
my very eyes I was watching a video of myself 
go viral (or in my case it might have been bacte-
rial) on social media. Pop artist Andy Warhol 
had once predicted that in the future everybody 
would be world famous for 15 minutes, and for 
me, the future was now.

Unbeknownst to me, someone had posted 
a video of me singing my tribute song to the 
Queen of Nanaimo, the ferry which for many 
years had transported islanders between Salt 
Spring and the mainland. The video had been 
filmed by James Falcon of Salt Spring Pictures 
at a 2007 concert given by Mike Hayes and me 
(aka “The Duelling Tubadours”) at the Lions 
Hall as a benefit to support AIDS orphans in 
Lesotho, Africa.

What clicked in my brain a day or two 
after the video post was that it had probably 
been prompted by the recent announcement 
from BC Ferries that the Queen of Nanaimo 
was scheduled for “retirement” (meaning it 
will be sold at a bargain basement price to a 
Third World country where it will probably be 
scrapped for metal and still-workable parts like 
coffee machines and soap dispensers). She is to 
be replaced by one of the sleek, new Salish-class 
ships, built in the Gdansk shipyards of Poland.

The announcement should have come as no 
surprise to anybody, especially after the ferry’s 
mishaps this summer. Twice, our Queen of 
Nanaimo, which for decades has been chug-
ging between Long Harbour on Salt Spring and 
Tsawwassen on the mainland (with stops at 
Galiano, Mayne and Pender islands) had bro-
ken down right at peak weekend travel season. 

Bedlam ensued at the various 
terminals on her route as both 
commuters and tourists were left 
in the lurch with their weekend 
plans dashed.

The news saddened me. I have 
to admit that for a long time now 
I have had a deep affection for 
the Queen of Nanaimo. Where 
else could you start a spontaneous 
conversation with total strangers while waving 
at your neighbour flipping burgers in the ship’s 
galley, or (this actually happened years ago) sit 
around in a large group circle on the carpeted 
floor of the lounge at the bow while singing folk 
songs with Valdy?

I even have my own personal affinity with 
the old tub. About 20 years ago, my wife and I 
attended a wedding in Vancouver. Shortly after 
we unpacked in our host’s guest bedroom, I 
discovered to my horror that my wallet was 
missing. To make matters worse, I had just been 
paid from my job and so the wallet was stuffed 
with a wad of cash.

Frantically, I scoured my brain for any mem-
ory I might have had of me pulling my wallet 
out of my pocket to pay for something I might 
have bought on island before driving out to 
catch the ferry to the city. I made a list and spent 
much of next day phoning the different stores 
and businesses on Salt Spring to check if I had 
left my wallet on some counter. No luck.

Finally, in desperation, I called the office 
at Long Harbour and left a message describ-
ing my plight and giving a number where I 
could be reached. The next morning the phone 
rang and I was informed by one of the BC Fer-

ries staff that my wallet had 
been found under a seat on 
the Queen of Nanaimo and 
had been turned in. Imag-
ine my delight the next day, 
when I went to the terminal 
to pick up my wallet, to find 
not only that all my ID and 
credit card were still there, 

but every single bit of cash I 
had taken with me was still wedged into its 
compartment in the wallet. I was overcome by 
gratitude for the honesty displayed by the staff. 

Fast forward to 1998 when CBC was pro-
moting a concert in Vancouver featuring Bob 
Dylan, Joni Mitchell and Van Morrison. The 
show was being billed as “The Legends of Rock 
and Roll” and as part of the promotion, the 
Mother Corp was holding a songwriting contest 
with the winner receiving a pair of tickets to this 
eagerly awaited concert. The rules were that 
the song must 1. be a ballad, 2. contain a B.C. 
place name, and 3. have the word “legend” in 
the lyrics.

At my wife’s insistence, I set about writing 
an entry to the contest. I recalled the incident 
of the lost wallet and began penning a ballad 
which would give thanks and pay tribute to the 
Queen of Nanaimo. I abandoned the project 
several times but forced myself to stay up the 
entire night before the last day’s noon closing 
deadline. I connected to the CBC recording 
machine over the phone just in time the next 
day and unsteadily sang my song into my tel-
ephone mouthpiece.

Days later we were picking peas in the 
garden listening on a transistor radio for the 

results of the competition, when to our com-
plete and utter surprise, my song was chosen 
as the winning entry. Elated, my wife and 
I raced into each other’s embrace, spilling 
peas and trampling on the nearby onions. 
When CBC phoned later, we were asked by 
Kathryn Gretsinger, host of CBC’s Afternoon 
Show, whether we would mind, while on our 
way to the concert, if we could stop off at the 
CBC building to do an interview and prop-
erly record the song in their studio. In those 
days I rarely turned down any gig, so how 
could I resist? During the course of recording 
the song, I fooled around a bit and did voice 
impressions of Dylan and Morrison singing 
some of the lyrics. Afterwards, Kathryn asked 
me why I didn’t also include an impersonation 
of Joni Mitchell. I admitted to her that I didn’t 
know how to do Joni.

That night, hours after the concert had 
ended and the musical reverberations had 
abated, I woke up in a cold sweat. In my 
dream, I had heard what would now become 
the ending to the song. The words are from 
Joni Mitchell’s Big Yellow Taxi and famously 
go “you don’t know what you’ve got till it’s 
gone.” In my revised song, as I sing the last line 
in falsetto, the word “gone” is sustained and 
morphs into a mournful ferry horn. 

Which brings us back to the Queen of Nana-
imo. After over 50 years of service, it seems 
that sadly, her day is done. Nobody asked me 
but, I guess all of us come with a “best before” 
expiry date. If you’ve watched the viral video, 
you probably agree that I may have overstayed 
my 15 minutes.

Hats off to the retiring Queen of Nanaimo 

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “I do not believe that splitting hairs 
about the definition of the phrase ‘have regard to’ is purposeful.” 

GEORGE GRAMS, Salt Spring Trustee, re Islands Trust Act wording

Circle set
The incorporation ques-

tion has certainly brought out 
a lot of strong feelings in the 
community — and not just 
on “either side” of the yes/no 
question.

Many people are also hav-
ing reactions of fear, puzzle-
ment, disappointment, dis-
may and even anger at the 
“way” in which the discussion 
(debate) is taking place. They 
fear that the conflicts arising 
from this issue are creating 
deeper rifts in the commu-
nity, and may have long-term 
impacts on our sense of con-
nection and our ability to 
work through disagreements 
in the future.

How can conflicts, such as 
disagreements over gover-
nance issues, become oppor-
tunities for learning and 
growing our ability to under-
stand and care for each other?

Restorative Justice Salt 
Spring is offering another 
way for community mem-
bers to be in dialogue with 
each other, and we have been 
facilitating some community 
circles over the summer.

The last one of this season 
will be on Thursday, Sept. 7 
at Lions Hall from 5 to 7 p.m. 
This is an invitation for any-
one who would like to explore 
a circle as another way to 
process conflict — one that 
increases the chances of actu-
ally being heard and respect-

ed, even when we disagree.
Hope to see you there! And 

please send a quick email 
to let us know if you plan to 
attend. saltspringdarlene@
gmail.com
Darlene Gage,
C o o r d i n a t o r , 
R e s t o r a t i v e  J u s t i c e  S a l t 
S p r i n g

Impacts of 
climate change

Taxpayer alert. One of the 
notable omissions of the 
incorporation report was a 
consideration of the effects 
and consequences of cli-
mate change.

On page 147 of the report 
is a table of responsibilities 

that would be transferred 
from the CRD to a munici-
pal Salt Spring: “Munici-
pality would be liable for 
damages to roads and infra-
structure caused by climate 
change events.”

Climate change is hap-
pening and this island will 
not escape because of sus-
tainability planning. Here 
are three events, off the top, 
I think possible without 
mentioning the perenni-
al erosion of North End and 
Isabella Point roads. 1. A 
major storm pushing up 
Fulford Harbour at high tide 
floods the road and erodes 
support for the bridge. 2. 
40+C temperatures soften 
the asphalt, prohibiting 

truck traffic. 3. A month’s 
rain in a day forces Mow-
hinna Creek to jump its 
banks, cutting both Ful-
ford-Ganges and Beddis 
roads. Wildfires are some-
thing else again.

Keep in mind that Salt 
Spring is half again as big as 
Vancouver and nine times 
bigger than Victoria with a 
tax base that is a very small 
fraction of those cities’.
CHARLES BRETH,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

A community 
for all ages

Enfin! Hats off to Peter 
Vincent (“Salt Spring: It’s a 
nice place to visit, but . . .,” 

Aug. 23 Driftwood) who has 
addressed the “elephants 
in the room,” or is it the 
announcement that “the 
emperor has no clothes?” 

It’s time to really “smell 
the coffee” and make those 
changes, in partnership 
with all the stakeholders, 
and make this a commu-
nity for all ages. 

If Peter will run for mayor, 
I will run for council. Good 
news . . . neither of us are 
developers, lawyers or real-
estate moguls. Will you step 
up to the plate and join us? 
SUSAN WETMORE,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

nobody asked me But 

Shilo
Zylbergold

MORE LETTERS continued on  8

Doug Walcott
I’m not hearing anything too 
terribly negative, [but I talked 
to a guy] who said that the 
tone was divisive.

Helga Bagnell
I think we have more impor-
tant matters at hand than 
that. We need a laundromat. 

Tammy Lannan
I wish it was a better tone . . . 
I think it should be a little bit 
more open to everyone hav-
ing their opinion heard.
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Can’t de-salt the 
spuds

Something not generally remembered 
or perhaps not known in this no-yes 
incorporation controversy is that prior 
to the Islands Trust Act the Social Credit 
government of the time had recognized 
the danger the islands were in (witness 
the Magic Lakes Estates development of 
1,200-plus lots on North Pender Island) 
and declared a temporary 10-acre freeze 
on all the Gulf Islands. 

This was still in effect in 1972 when the 
NDP came into power and proceeded 
in 1974 to introduce the Islands Trust 
Act with its preserve and protect provi-
sions. The Socreds, who were very much 
against the wording of the act, fought this 
legislation tooth and nail, but with supe-
rior seats the NDP was able to eventu-
ally bring the act into being. Succeeding 
governments — whether Socred, Liberal 
or NDP — have passed amendments to 
it but have found it to their benefit to not 
monkey with its basic tenets.

Now we are faced once again with the 
prospect of incorporation. The powers 
that be behind the “yes campaign” are 
well meaning, no doubt. But sooner or 

later down the road, as has happened 
time and time again, the developer 
“lobby,” with dollars in their minds (if not 
hearts), will find its way onto councils.

Over the years, with the guidance of 
two local trustees and one local CRD 
director plus the amazing support of the 
citizenry, Salt Spring has achieved much 
— ArtSpring, library, indoor pool, indoor 
tennis and squash courts, care homes, 
seniors’ residence, excellent bus service, 
pathways and more. There is indeed 
much more that is needed, especially 
in housing, but I’m not convinced the 
incorporation route will do a better job, 
and if it wins the day there’s no de-salting 
the spuds if you’ve put too much salt on 
them.
Alan Robertson,  
M e a d o w b r o o k

Opinions puzzling
As a summertime visitor and annual 

Driftwood reader for three decades, even 
though we don’t pay taxes and can’t vote, 
perhaps our lakeside cabin rental and 
spending on groceries and eating out over 
on Salt Spring will permit an opinion or 
two on the pending incorporation vote. 

It’s puzzling that so many writers of 
letters and opinion pieces on the cur-
rent big issue assume that if Salt Spring 
residents elect a mayor and council from 

among their neighbours, then automati-
cally those representatives will become 
rabid development advocates. 

Look not far away at Metchosin, a beau-
tiful rural district west of Victoria incorpo-
rated in 1984. Remarkably, today it doesn’t 
look so different from its municipal begin-
nings and the credit goes to councillors 
who reflect the voters who elected them. 
Nobody wants to wreck the place. 

Two groups co-exist in Metchosin: 
those in favour of rural preservation, and 
those who are emphatically in favour of 
rural preservation. There are big develop-
ment projects coming close to its borders, 
but Metchosin’s councillors have held 
firm, election after election.

Why would Salt Spring Island be dra-
matically different? I understand the fine 
old island pastime of complaining about 
the Islands Trust, CRD, BC Ferries, Min-
istry of Transportation — have I missed 
any favourite targets? — but wouldn’t it be 
more fun buttonholing your local elected 
councillor, a neighbour who can actually 
make a decision, unlike those faceless off-
island bureaucrats?

No matter what, we’ll keep coming 
every August. Good luck next month.
Norman Gidney,
V i c t o r i a

Climate change costs a challenge
BY RUTH WALDICK

Severe weather has far-reaching 
consequences for communities, 
as a result of drought (crop fail-
ures, high feed prices, forest fires), 
unseasonably heavy rainfall (think 
of last spring), and temperature 
extremes (hot and cold). 

Historic records show these 
events are increasing in frequen-
cy and intensity globally. Those 
dealing with emergencies result-
ing from severe weather tell us it 
is now pretty much impossible to 
anticipate future weather based on 
past experience. Consequences are 
most acutely felt at the municipal 
level, as their mandates deal with 
immediate concerns — safeguard-
ing current and future water sup-
plies, protecting infrastructure and 
public health. Domestically and 
internationally, municipalities are 
not equipped — nor jurisdiction-
ally able — to cope with the risk 
analysis or level of strategic land 
use planning necessary to contend 
with the unpredictability of our 
evolving weather systems. 

Extreme weather events also 
affect built and natural systems 
in complex ways. Globally, gov-
ernments are responding to this 
complexity through regional resil-
ience planning. Often, legislation 
is required to formalize relation-
ships across jurisdictional bound-
aries to address gaps in oversight 
between municipal and higher 
levels of government. The most 
comprehensive effort I have seen 
was undertaken by the European 
Union; following years of consulta-
tion, program development and 
legislative changes, trans-national 
organizations have been set up 
(and funded) to tackle the com-
plexities of managing risk at the 
levels of watersheds, airsheds and 
agglomerated urban regions. 

By contrast, in Canada, munic-
ipal governments are struggling 
with inadequate budgets for basic 
infrastructure upgrades and day-

to-day services due to increased 
downloading of responsibilities 
by the provinces. The trend of 
increasing extreme weather events 
is already forcing choices between 
maintaining existing infrastruc-
ture and crisis management. Rural 
communities — even incorporated 
municipalities — also lack the cli-
mate data and necessary exper-
tise to predict risk and develop 
adaptive plans. The short tenure 
of federal, provincial and munici-
pal governments means that each 
is only accountable financially to 
deliver on short-term priorities. 
Without mandate or capacity to 
consider and prepare for emerg-
ing risk, strategic climate change 
adaptation planning in Canada 
lags well behind that in other west-
ern nations.

From Salt Spring’s point of 
view, what happens on each of 
our neighbouring islands, coast-
al communities on Vancouver 
Island and in the Salish Sea as a 
whole will affect all of us. Fortu-
nately, we are in a uniquely envi-
able position on Salt Spring of 
already having the regional body 
ideally suited to tackle climate 
change adaptation on the appro-
priate scale: the Islands Trust. All 
the legislation we need to engage 
in cross-jurisdictional strategic 
planning is already in place. 

What do Gulf Islanders need 
to be thinking about? The num-
ber one priority identified by 
Salt Spring residents in the 2013 
Urban Systems Governance 
Study was protecting our water 
resources. Yet, the final incor-
poration study report failed to 
consider water in the context of 
land use planning or emerging 
weather-related risk (e.g., infra-
structure damage). Where is the 
analysis of what road washouts, 
shoreline erosion, warming lake 
temperatures (read: cyanobacte-
rial blooms), and increased run-
off and sedimentation mean to a 

municipal budget? What would 
a new municipal government be 
taking on in terms of responsi-
bilities and costs to contend with 
emerging extreme weather? We 
need to think about this before 
we commit ourselves to reduc-
ing the role of the Islands Trust 
and taking on the costs of climate 
adaptation locally. Yes, the final 
incorporation report indicates 
a zero net increase/decrease in 
cost through taxation, but, hav-
ing failed to address these issues 
does not equate to there being 
no cost.

The report is also completely 
silent on the costs of adaptive 
planning against climate and 
weather risk, including damages 
from extreme weather (e.g., road 
infrastructure), increased public 
health impacts, as well as other 
emergencies, such as fire. Even in 
its limited reference to “Climate 
Action Services,” their lack of 
understanding is evident around 
adaptive planning; first, groups 
other than municipal govern-
ments need to take leading roles 
in climate adaptation planning 
and, secondly, municipal gov-
ernments across Canada cannot 
address adaptive planning with-
out cross-jurisdictional planning.

In my opinion, a municipality is 
not the proper governance model 
to deal with large infrastructure 
impacts on this island and opens 
us to great financial risks; a regional 
and collective approach is more of 
a guarantee that our small popula-
tion will not bear the increasing risk 
or costs without assistance from 
the region or province. Incorpora-
tion also undermines the strength 
of the Trust, which we will need to 
rely upon to deal with the weather-
related challenges to come.

The writer is an adjunct professor 
and research scientist studying cli-
mate change impacts and adapta-
tion. She lives on Salt Spring Island. 

MORE LETTERS
continued from 7

MORE LETTERS  continued on 9
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No choice but to vote no
As a member of the Salt Spring Island Incorporation 

Study Committee, we were repeatedly assured by the then 
Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development 
that the Letters Patent would be provided in advance of 
a referendum vote. It makes sense, since this is the legal 
document that has all the details of what we are actually 
voting on. 

Quoted directly from their website: “The Letters Pat-
ent describe the boundary, establish the name of the 
improvement district, the size of its board and the services 
for which it is responsible for providing.” The ministry has 
recently provided a “framework,” but this is like sending 
the template Residential Tenancy Agreement to a tenant 
and asking them to sign without the blanks filled it. If this 
isn’t reason enough to vote no I don’t know what is. What 
are we actually voting on?

How can the community of Salt Spring agree to a con-
tract without seeing it? Trust that the provincial govern-
ment will do what is best? Trust that the deal will resemble 
what we are actually debating right now?

I find it offensive for the province to think that Salt 
Spring would vote yes on simply “trust us,” and so on this 
basis alone, we have no choice but to vote “no” on Sept. 9. 
GREG CLAYTON,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Policing speech?
Russ Hotsenpiller scolds the YESS! campaign for some 

clever wordplay in its poster (Aug. 23 “Trust is neutral” 
letter). 

The Islands Trust says on their website that their three 
goals are preserving and protecting the Trust area’s eco-
systems, ensuring that development is compatible with 
the environment, and sustaining healthy communi-
ties. Where is the goal of policing the speech of island 
residents?

That’s a big misstep onto a slippery slope with alliga-
tors at the bottom. If history teaches us anything, it’s that 
nothing good has ever come of government officials tell-
ing people what they’re allowed to say.
Chris Phippen,
M a r g a r e t  A v e n u e 

We are the stewards 
Salt Spring is a rare and precious jewel that requires 

a governance that not only protects and preserves Salt 
Spring in concert with the Islands Trust but a governance 
that can legislate its own mandate on protecting our 
island from unscrupulous developers and corporations 
who do not have Salt Spring’s best interests at heart. 

Right now there is not a body of people who could in 
fact stop anyone from doing whatever they want if it con-
forms to their present land-use zoning and/or is outside 
of Islands Trust jurisdiction.

Tourism is a major source of income for Salt Spring 
and as such we see that our own Local Trust Committee, 
without input from the islanders, has reverted to a for-
mer bylaw stance to stop short-term rentals that would 
benefit sorely needed tourist accommodation and be a 
source of income for Salt Spring’s residents.

This seems to be a knee-jerk reaction to an acute hous-
ing shortage for Salt Spring’s service workers and young 
and old alike who are in need of affordable housing. How 
does this help those who need affordable housing and 
who is going to ensure that affordable housing is at the top 
of the roster when there isn’t a body politic to make sure 
this very important issue is resolved? An elected munici-
pal council vetted by the people of Salt Spring would be a 
more democratic process when such important decisions 
are being made.

We are fortunate to have so many of the truly talented 
and industrious of our younger generation sustaining our 
present and creating their future, adding to the building 
blocks generations before them have put in place. Our 
up and coming generations will need a governance that 
keeps property tax dollars at home and a lesser outgo of 
funds to underwrite Islands Trust coffers. Islands Trust 
funding can then be shared in a more balanced way by 
all of the Gulf Islands, which at present rely more heavily 
financially on Salt Spring than is necessary. 

It is up to all of us to create the stewardship that is 
required to keep bucolic Salt Spring from drifting like 
a ship without a rudder because we like everything the 
way it is and we don’t care to invest in future generations 
and Salt Spring’s longevity. A municipality will ensure 
the guardianship of Salt Spring for many generations to 
come.

My vote is yes. 
Georgia Taylor,
S a l t  S p r i n g

Poster misconstrued
Russ Hotsenpiller, CAO of the Islands 

Trust, writes about our poster in the Aug. 23 
Driftwood (“Trust is neutral” letter). 

Quoting him, the poster “describes a Salt 
Spring Island Municipality and includes the 
phrase “in concert with the Islands Trust.” 
He claims this leaves the impression that 
the Trust is supportive of the yes side. We 
disagree. Mr. Hotsenpiller had previously 
sent us a blunt email that the poster was 
misrepresenting the Trust’s neutral posi-
tion, and demanded that we withdraw our 
material or remove mention of the Trust. 
We replied that nothing has been misrep-
resented and we would not correct or with-
draw something that wasn’t there in the 
first place.

The poster pays homage to folk or rock 
concert posters, where one party playing “in 
concert with” the main act means “appear-
ing and performing on the same stage.” It 
counters repeated disinformation from the 
no side that the existence of the Trust is at 
risk, and that the values of a municipality 
and the Islands Trust are opposed.

Our poster presents an upbeat outlook, 
one that is supported by both Trust policy 
and by the Islands Trust Act. A Salt Spring 
municipality and the Trust will co-exist in 
a healthy ongoing legally defined relation-
ship where our local council must abide 
faithfully by the preserve-and-protect man-
date. Hence, the municipality and Islands 
Trust will be “in concert.”

The notion that we should remove all 
mention of the Trust in our literature, or be 
restricted to some dictated wishy washy 
wording, is ridiculous. Imagine what the 
no brigade would say then. “They don’t 
mention the Trust. They don’t honour the 
Trust.  See. They want the Trust gone.” We 
refuse to play a heads-I-win-tails-you-lose 
game.

More concerning yet is a public official 
who, after back-channel whispers from 
one side on an issue, imagines he has the 
authority to control or dictate political 
speech, privately or publicly. Outright fabri-
cations from the anointed go unremarked, 
but the disfavoured are chided publicly for 

a playful metaphor. Mr. Hotsenpiller’s proc-
lamation of neutrality rings hollow.

We have run a clean campaign. We have 
worked very hard to communicate fairly, 
truthfully and respectfully. We will keep 
doing so. What we say about the Trust on 
our website, advertising and in our printed 
materials is this — and it is true: The Trust 
is pro-choice, the Trust is under no threat, 
and a municipality will be legally bound to 
observe and show support for the aims of 
the Trust. We wouldn’t have it any other way.
Norbert Schlenker, 
o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Y e S S !  c a m p a i g n

Don’t fall for disease
I am writing in response to an ad from 

the “Yes” campaign in last week’s Drift-
wood; it would have us believe the Islands 
Trust will remain unchanged under a 
municipality. Setting aside the obvious 
question — then why go to all the trouble 
of a referendum? — this is simply not 
true. Much about the Trust would change; 
none of it for the better.

Unlike today, Salt Spring would have 
no dedicated Islands Trust local trust-
ees. Two municipal councillors would 
be elected as dual councillors/trustees, 
a minority on the seven-person council. 
The other five councillors could range 
from indifferent to the Trust to actively 
hostile; they would still form the majority.

Unlike today, an island municipality 
need only “have regard” for the Trust pre-
serve and protect mandate. This is a far 
cry from the “legally bound” the ad pro-
claims. “Have regard” can mean whatever 
a majority of four councillors want it to.

Our Local Trust Committee itself would 
be dissolved. We would have no Trust 
planners trained in the Trust’s unique 
approach to land-use planning. We 
would have no Trust office. The Trust’s 
capacity and visibility would be greatly 
diminished.

And unlike today, an island municipal-
ity can do an end-run around the Islands 
Trust and appeal to the provincial min-
ister to approve bylaws that may well go 

against the Trust mandate.
The most fundamental change, which 

no amount of pseudo-”fact” monger-
ing can obscure, is that municipal gov-
ernance, by its very nature, is the disease 
the Islands Trust was designed to cure. 
Under the Trust, land-use decisions are 
made with one overriding question in 
mind: will this preserve and protect the 
qualities that make Salt Spring Island 
so special. Under a municipality, newly 
burdened with the costs of delivering 
services, the overriding question has to 
be: how much will this help pay our bills?
Murray Reiss,
F u l f o r d

Avoid power struggle
It is not necessary to be a careful student 

of politics — whether of international, 
national or provincial affairs — to be aware 
of a constant struggle for power. 

Sadly, this struggle is evident almost 
everywhere in public life. Some of the 
most harmful aspects of human behav-
iour come to the surface whenever and 
wherever the struggle for power is present.

Fortunately, after many years of island 
living, I have seldom observed signs of this 
kind of struggle in the public life of Salt 
Spring Island. People customarily offer 
themselves for community responsibilities 
in order to fill a community need. Rarely 
have I felt that personal gain or advantage 
was a prominent goal, though we know 
that roots of personal motivation are dif-
ficult to discern.

I will vote against island incorporation 
because I fear that the proposed form of 
self-government could easily become the 
location of a struggle for power. I think that 
our past and present trustees have been 
helped consistently to avoid that pitfall 
due to the political structure of the Islands 
Trust. It would be a huge loss if we dimin-
ished that very considerable asset.
Bob Wild,
H e d g e r  R o a d

More letters 
continued from 8

More Letters continued on 14
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Open for Breakfast every day at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm

“Where Islanders & friends start their day” Happy Mothers Day! 
Serving Brunch from 8am until 2pm. Dinner until 9pm

arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment

note
Dw and Extra  3x4 B/W

runs 23 &30 Aug

Elizabeth May, MP Saanich-Gulf Islands
elizabethmaymp.ca | 1-800-667-9188 
9711 Fourth Street Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 

Town Hall Meetings

SATURDAY, SEPT 16
PITCHFORK SOCIAL 

AT BULLOCK LAKE FARM 
360 UPPER GANGES ROAD. 

TICKETS $35  •  7:30PM SHOW 
DINNER SALES 5:30PM 

TICKETS AT: WWW.PITCHFORKSOCIAL.COM 
OR SALT SPRING BOOKS + FEVER TREE

Amy Helm ad in the next 
2 editions, 
Aug 30,  Sept 6th. 

CONCERTS

Harry Manx and friends perform Fulford Hall show
Emily Carr String Quartet 
joins Sept. 8 concert      

Harry Manx is back on Salt 
Spring with his new take on the 
“blues meets ragas” theme that has 
defi ned his sound so well. 

Coming to Fulford Hall on Fri-
day, Sept 8., Manx will be joined 
on his home turf by the Emily Carr 
String Quartet for an evening of 
cross cultural music that referenc-
es both Indian and western music. 

“His ‘East meets West’ compo-
sitions are brought to light in a 

whole new way with the inclu-
sion of the string quartet,” a press 
release explains. “As Harry put it, 
‘The strings give my music such 
an amazing lift, feels like I have 
wings’.

“Sitting centre stage playing 
drums and guitars, Manx drives 
the rhythms onward and forward 
with deep grooves, soulful pat-
terns and spacious tones. He uses 
an Indian slide guitar, an all-metal 
National steel, a banjo, cigar box 
guitar and harmonica to lay down 
his audible vision, carrying the 
audience in a trance-like state. 
The lyrics draw from the works 
of the mystic poets with words of 
inspiration woven into story lines 
about everyday people.”

The latest project is built on col-
laborations between Manx and 

various string quartets while tour-
ing across the country. Stops have 
included the Montreal Jazz Fes-
tival, the National Arts Centre in 
Ottawa, the Koerner Hall in Toron-
to and the Banff Centre of the Arts.

Press material describes how 
Manx has become one of the most 
successful international touring 
musicians to hail from Canada, 
entertaining audiences for the 
past 30 years in over 40 countries 
around the globe. A worldwide 
festival favourite, his 15 record-
ings and ceaseless touring have 
seen him earn a slew of blues and 
folk awards in Canada, the U.S. 
and Australia, including ‘Blues 
Musician of the Year’ seven times 
in Canada.

Next Friday’s show begins at 8 
p.m.

Opening reception on Sept. 5

Salt Spring’s library begins a fall sea-
son of activities with a new art show and 
a poetry reading next week. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 5 from 6 to 7 p.m., 
Larry Melious will host the opening 
reception for his Off the Wall exhibit, a 
photographic show from a collection 
of images that hang on the walls of his 
house. 

“These images that carry him back 
to the place and light of that moment, 
mostly reflections of Salt Spring Island, 
but all of his time here on the rock,” 
states a release from the library. “Over 
32 years of photographing the world, he 
has found that an image will take on new 
meaning by the simple act of moving it 
from one wall to another. Maybe it’s the 

change of the room’s light, or the path-
way to the image, or perhaps just the 
human contact that lends a new dimen-
sion to the work. During the show’s exhi-
bition, Larry will occasionally move the 
images around on the walls to test his 
theory of position. He encourages the 
viewer to re-visit the exhibit and tell him 
if his theory holds true.” 

Off the Wall continues through Sep-
tember. 

Poetry Launch 
Then on Thursday, Sept. 7 at 7 p.m., 

the library’s Open Mic poetry group cel-
ebrates its recently published chapbook 
of members’ work. The evening is co-
sponsored by Salt Spring Arts Council and 
Salt Spring’s Theatre Alive group. 

TEA À TEMPO 

Joyful Gagne on stage 
Monthly rotation begins

SUBMITTED BY MUSIC MAKERS OF 
THE ANGLICAN PARISH 

Tea à Tempo moves into the 
monthly series of recitals on Wednes-
day, Sept. 6 with the heartfelt music 
of singer-songwriter Gwendolyn 
Gagne.

Gagne has been writing songs for 
four decades and enjoys sharing 
them. She loves to sing and encour-
ages others to sing along. Since 
moving to Salt Spring eight years 
ago, she has held many house con-
certs in her home, most of them 
fundraisers for worthy causes. Her 
first CD Quiet Joy was released in 
2007 and her next CD, called Small 
Miracles, came out in late March 
of this year. Gagne has also been a 

massage therapist for 39 years and 
has a home practice.

Gagne will be joined at Tea à 
Tempo by her daughter Sasha Rose, 
also an accomplished singer-song-
writer who continually inspires her 
mother’s work as she moves through 
the world offering her life to a path 
of healing through music and song. 

Adding their own special touch to 
the afternoon in a few of the songs 
will be guests Adam Huber and 
Kathy Stack, who performed with 
Gagne at her fi rst appearance in the 
venue last year.

The music begins at 2:10 p.m. in 
All Saints By-the-Sea. Optional tea 
and treats are available following 
the concert. Patrons should note the 
next concert in the fall series will be 
on Oct. 4.

Melious show up at library
LIBRARY EVENTS 

PHOTO COURTESY WWW.HARRYMANX.COM

Salt Spring blues man Harry Manx takes a break from his touring sched-
ule for a home concert at Fulford Hall on Sept. 8.


