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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A woman whose home was robbed while she 
slept upstairs is urging fellow islanders not to be 
complacent about locking doors and windows. 

Julie Kemble moved to Salt Spring just a few 
months ago and was still waiting for the blinds 
she ordered to arrive when her home was bro-
ken into last Tuesday night. She feels the open 
view through her windows and her location at 
the end of the Summerside townhouse complex 
may have made her vulnerable to thieves, who 
entered her house sometime between midnight 
and 6:30 a.m.

“I was sleeping when it happened. The doors 
were locked and the windows were shut because 
it was chilly that night, but I had neglected to lock 
one of my living room windows,” Kemble said.

“They quietly opened the window and went 
straight through to the offi ce.”

A decorative light had been left on in the down-
stairs level but apparently did not deter entry. 

“That to me was really cocky,” Kemble said. 
The thief or thieves took Kemble’s laptop and 

two purses but left her cell phone, which was in 
the charger. The items were located later that day 
in a quiet courtyard area behind a restaurant in 
Victoria. Fortunately the thieves weren’t able to 
open the computer as it was password protected. 
They removed the valuables from the purses and 
left the empty bags behind as well. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

SING WITH ME: Valdy leads a Canada Day crowd, including a children’s choir arranged 
for the occasion, at Rotary Marine Park in singing Oh Canada. For more photos, see page 33 
and the Driftwood’s Facebook page. 

Break-in 
victim urges
vigilance
RCMP investigate theft at 
Atkins Road home

Cell tower
plan spurs
local debate
North Pender community
divided by Freedom 
Mobile proposal

BY SEAN HITREC
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

When North Pender Island resi-
dent Diane Cuthbert received a let-
ter in the mail addressed to “prop-
erty owner” with the return address 
to a company called Prime Site Solu-
tions, she almost threw it out.

Luckily, a neighbour informed her 
that the letter contained informa-
tion about a proposed cell tower 
site on North Pender Island. The 
contents were a community con-
sultation form and indicated that 
Freedom Mobile planned to erect 
a 45-metre-tall cell tower at 1348 
MacKinnon Road, next door to 
Cuthbert’s house.

“It’s supposed to be clearly indi-
cated what it is, so it will not be con-
fused as junk mail,” Cuthbert said.

She said she would have thrown 
away the letter and that none of her 
other neighbours had read it by the 
time she found out. Cuthbert also 
said she was not given the required 
30 days to respond.

Cuthbert moved to Pender Island 
after leaving her job as vice presi-
dent of a fi lm company in Toronto. 
On Pender, she found a place that 
fulfi lled her need to be away from 
the constant buzz of the city. News 
of the proposed cell tower stirred 
up feelings she thought she had left 
behind on the other side of Canada.

PENDER ISLAND CRIME 

B&E  continued on 3
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Call Gail, Sean OR ELIZABETH 
if you see news happening 

250-537-9933

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes$95

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $12.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

$95

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012 
101 - 164 Kings Lane

 nexgenhearing.com
Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

Distance 
shouldn’t keep 
you from the 
Hearing Care 
you deserve.

Now we can program your 
hearing aids remotely. 

Introducing ReSound Assist Hearing Care technology.

MYTH:  “Road costs will be astronomical!”

EVIDENCE: Our roads are presently owned by the 
province.  We pay rural taxes of $1.95 million per year 
and get back a bit less in road services.

Status quo means nothing will change.  

As a municipality the province will spend $5 million 
to resurface Fulford Ganges Rd. and $1 million to 
stabilize Walkers Hook Rd.  There will also be  a cash 
reserve build up of about $13 million over fi ve years.  A 
Municipal council would decide what road work to do. If 
all of the suggested work is done over 15-30 years and 
funded only from taxes , the tax cost could be as low as 
$65 per year for the average property.  Taxes could be 
lower using the Community Works Program available to 
municipalities, or the $13 million reserve fund. (fi gures 
from the Final Report)

RESULT:  A municipality provides affordable 
local control over roads, millions in cash and 
road improvements and direct access to grants.

FIRE SAFETY

Burning restrictions now in place
Camp fires allowed with 
permit

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The official fire-risk rating may be 
currently set at “moderate,” but Salt 
Spring’s fire department is taking all 
due precautions by restricting most 
types of burning as of July 1.

Backyard burns, incinerators and 
machines piles are now banned. Camp 
fires are allowed with a valid fire permit, 
but residents should be warned that dry 
conditions can easily spark dry materi-
al. The island’s first grass fire of the year 
broke out on a Maliview Drive property 
on Friday morning. 

Fire-rescue teams used 500 gallons of 
water to extinguish the fire, which had 
started as a small controlled burn. The 
resident had surrounded the fire with a 
ring of water but didn’t have a hose on 
site, so called 911 when the fire threat-
ened to spread. 

“Basically the start of it was a small 
campfire-sized burning of debris, most-
ly just paper documents. It did spread 
very fast into some other paper stuff 
that wasn’t planned to get burned,” said 
Salt Spring Fire Chief Arjuna George, 
who was incident commander on the 
scene.

“It didn’t really spread too far into the 
grass or surroundings, but it did spread 
four or five feet around the fire area.”

George said fortunately the fire didn’t 

have time to penetrate into the ground 
or spread to nearby trees. 

North Salt Spring Waterworks staff 
and the RCMP are also warning about 
fire safety after locating a campsite in 
the Maxwell Lake watershed lands that 
included a fire pit. Signs indicated that it 
had been recently used.

An announcement put out by NSS-
WD’s board of trustees on Wednesday, 
June 28 reminds residents and tourists 
that neither camping nor campfires are 
permitted in the area.

“The Maxwell Lake watershed lands 
are an important asset of enormous 
value while in their natural state. The 
ratepayers and greater island communi-
ty are fortunate to have such a valuable 
resource,” the statement reads. “The risk 
of wildfire in the watershed is real and 
the consequences could be catastrophic. 
A wildfire in the watershed lands could 
render the lake unsuitable for drinking 
for weeks, months or even years.”

District experts say outdoor recre-
ational activities in the watershed also 
negatively impact water quality, as nutri-
ents are more easily washed into receiv-
ing streams and then into the lake from 
the impervious pathways that have been 
created. 

Activities such as swimming, hiking, 
mountain biking, motorcycles and ATVs 
are restricted from the watershed lands.

BC ELECTION

Polling results show how riding divided
Adam Olsen sweeps 
Saanich, also 
convinces islanders

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Poll-by-poll voting results 
reveal an intriguing regional 
overview of the historic situ-
ation that saw Saanich North 
and the Islands elect Adam 
Olsen as its first Green MLA 
on May 9.

It perhaps comes as no sur-
prise that Olsen swept the part 
of the district located on the 
Saanich Peninsula. He was 
born and raised in the area as 
a member of the Tsartlip First 
Nation and served as a Central 
Saanich city councillor for two 
terms. He rose to further local 
prominence as an outspoken 
opponent of the proposed 
Malahat LNG project.

Area voting results available 

through Elections BC show 
Olsen in fact won nearly every 
poll in Saanich and Sidney, 
losing just one to the riding’s 
previous MLA, Gary Holman, 
and four to Liberal candidate 

Stephen Roberts. 
To achieve the finish that 

put him 4,000 votes ahead of 
second place, however, Olsen 
also picked up crucial sup-
port in the Salt Spring and the 

Southern Gulf Islands for a 
final tally of 14,777 to Holman’s 
10,764.

Poll counts show Holman 
maintained a narrow lead of 
just 26 votes on Salt Spring, 
earning 3,297 votes to Olsen’s 
3,271 (including advance vot-
ing at Salt Spring Elementary 
School). In general, voters 
north of Ganges supported 
Holman, while Olsen took the 
Mount Erskine area and every 
poll south of town plus the 
most northernmost tip of the 
island. 

Holman won the most votes 
on Galiano Island, but Olsen 
won Mayne, Pender and Sat-
urna islands. Roberts won two 
of the Pender polls. 

Olsen also came ahead in 
each of the advance polling 
stations on Vancouver Island, 
and all absentees and special 
voting polls. Holman had the 
most votes at Salt Spring’s 
advance polls and by mail.

Photo by Sean Hitrec

Salt Spring Fire-Rescue firefighter breaks 
up a small backyard fire on Friday.

photo courtesy green Party of BC

Saanich North and the Islands MLA Adam Olsen.
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INCORPORATION

Roads presentation challenges study report fi ndings
Elected offi  cials request 
addendum to fi nal 
report

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A question about the costs 
of taking on Salt Spring’s road 
network if the island were to 
become a municipality has 
provoked calls for clarifi cation, 
with a recent presentation by 
Brenda Guiled challenging the 
numbers presented in the Salt 
Spring Incorporation Study’s 
fi nal report.

Guiled presented findings 
regarding Ministry of Trans-
portation and Infrastructure 
project costs on Salt Spring at 
two events on June 21 and 22. 
According to her calculations 
based on 14 Freedom of Infor-
mation requests, the ministry 
has spent more than what con-
sultants Urban Systems stated in 
its fi nal report. As well, Guiled’s 
research suggests future spend-
ing needs will be higher than 
projected, prompting a much 
higher municipal tax share than 
what islanders currently pay 
under the rural tax model.

“The problem I have with the 
incorporation study report is 
that when it comes to roads a 
lot of it’s incomplete; some of 
it’s inaccurate; they extrapolate 
to conclusions that are based 
on faulty premises,” Guiled said, 
according to a video of her Ful-
ford Hall presentation. “So I just 

want to present what’s missing 
and to include the real hard fact 
data and just address the mis-
leading statements that have 
come out.”

However, Salt Spring’s three 
local government offi cials have 
objected to Guiled’s presenta-
tion and are seeking to clarify 
the discrepancy in figures. In 
a press release issued Mon-
day, island trustees Peter Grove 
and George Grams and Capital 
Regional District director Wayne 
McIntyre said they have written 
to the Ministry of Community, 
Sport and Cultural Development 
asking for an addendum to the 
roads report. They say Guiled’s 
work “contains false assump-
tions and material inaccura-
cies.”

One major difference between 
the two parties’ calculations 
is the amount MoTI has spent 
above and beyond regular road 
maintenance. The Incorpora-
tion Study Committee report 
states an average of $500,000 
per year in 2016 dollars, while 
Guiled calculates that at least 
$640,000 was spent per year 
based only on the known data 
from her FOI requests. She told 
the Driftwood requests regard-
ing major washouts on Walker’s 
Hook and North Beach roads 
were unanswered.

A further disagreement is 
what percentage of tax paid by 
Salt Spring property owners 
goes back into roads. The Urban 
Systems report says the island 
gets $90,000 less per year than 

the $1,950,000 it puts in; Guiled 
calculates it gets approximate-
ly $300,000 more than it pays, 
based on the information she 
has.

“The highways data is very 
incomplete. My research made 
that abundantly clear,” she said.

Guiled also disagrees with 
the report’s conclusion that Salt 
Spring’s roads will cost $7,000 
per kilometre to maintain their 
present standards from now to 
2028, as MoTI data supplied 
puts costs over the past 14 years 
at least $8,700 per km.

In comparison, Guiled said 
Bowen Island has budgeted 
$16,300/km per year up to 2019. 
While that island is less dense-
ly populated than Salt Spring, 
Guiled believes “its terrain, cli-
mate and road network offer a 
good comparison to Salt Spring 
Island’s.”

As well as a disagreement 
about which figures are valid, 
the elected off icials  have 
objected to how the alternate 
view was shared.

“The author of the presen-
tation has made defamatory 
statements against Urban Sys-
tems, in particular alleging that 
they knowingly issued false 
information and sought to cyni-
cally mislead voters on island. 
As stewards of the process, we 
utterly reject the allegations of 
bias and the implicit attempt it 
contains to discredit the con-
sultant and diminish the work 
of the committee,” the press 
release states.

“Our observations, and those 
of the committee, were that 
Urban Systems undertook their 
duties responsibly and ethi-
cally.”

“It sort of brought into ques-
tion the credibility of the report, 
so that was a real concern,” 
Grove said Tuesday. “They are 
a professional organization and 
didn’t have an axe to grind.”

Guiled said she did not ever 
state the consultants had inten-
tionally supplied false informa-
tion.

“If you’re going to quote me, 
please don’t put words in my 
mouth,” she said, adding her 
speech is all captured on video.

“I’ve done the research; I’ve 
put the numbers out there . . . I 
want the facts to speak for them-
selves,” she said.

Guiled believes having the 
roads report addendum is prob-
ably a good idea, although it 
will be diffi cult to achieve given 
the new government and busy 
summer months.

A slide show of Guiled’s pre-
sentation is available on the 
Salt Spring Island Roads Face-
book page. Results from her FOI 
requests were shared with the 
Incorporation Study Commit-
tee and were posted on the B.C. 
government’s Open Informa-
tion webpage.

The elected offi cials said they 
will update the community 
once they have had a reply from 
the ministry on their request. 
Their press release is printed at 
right on this page. 

“I’m thankful to have my computer back. 
It wasn’t damaged at all,” Kemble said.

Victoria police are noting high levels of 
drug-related crime in that city, and Salt 
Spring RCMP are also warning residents to 
help prevent crimes of opportunity. 

“Community members are reminded to 
take precautions in an effort to deter this 

type of behaviour by locking doors and 
ensuring windows are secure,” states an 
RCMP press release.

Kemble feels one of the reasons peo-
ple come to Salt Spring from the city is 
because they want a less-heightened sense 
of security, but it’s important to be aware 
that crime is still a factor. 

“I only moved to the island four months 
ago, and a common conversation is ‘Oh, 
we don’t lock our doors or windows,’” 

Kemble said. “It’s a lovely feeling, but it’s 
not realistic.

“I still think Salt Spring is paradise — 
this isn’t going to burst my bubble — but 
I’m really trying to tell a lot of people 
because I don’t want them to be compla-
cent.”

Anyone with any information on the 
incident is asked to contact the Salt Spring 
RCMP at 250-537-5555 or Crimestoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477.

Salt Spring still ‘paradise’ despite experience
B&E continued from 1

 July 3, 2017

We wish to advise Salt Spring electors 
that we have written to the ministry of 
Community, Sport and Cultural Devel-
opment asking for an addendum roads 
report to be prepared that deals with 
the contents of a presentation currently 
being circulated within the community 
that challenges the roads information 
in the Incorporation Study Report pre-
pared by the consultants to the com-
mittee, Urban Systems.

The elected offi cials welcome critical 
analysis and comment on the Incorpo-
ration Study Report and its contents. 
Rational and civil debate advances 
knowledge of the implications of the 
choice that electors are being offered 
and should help broaden understand-
ing of the two forms of governance 
available to us.

With the assistance of some members 
of the Incorporation Study Commit-
tee we have examined the presenta-
tion being circulated within the com-
munity and believe it contains false 
assumptions and material inaccuracies. 
An addendum report is the appropri-
ate mechanism for dealing with these 
issues and other claims made in the 
presentation.

The author of the presentation has 
made defamatory statements against 
Urban Systems, in particular alleging 
that they knowingly issued false infor-
mation and sought to cynically mislead 
voters on island. As stewards of the 
process, we utterly reject the allega-
tions of bias and the implicit attempt 
it contains to discredit the consultant 
and diminish the work of the commit-
tee. Our observations, and those of the 
committee, were that Urban Systems 
undertook their duties responsibly and 
ethically.

We will update the community once 
we have had a reply from the ministry 
to our request for an addendum report.

George Grams, 
Islands Trust Local Trustee
Peter Grove, 
Islands Trust Local Trust ee
Wayne McIntyre, Salt Spring Island  

     Electoral Area Director

Offi cials’ release
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Our “Long & Winding” Roads
Currently:  Salt Spring Islanders pay $1.95 million annually in rural taxes and get back 
$90,000 less in road services (from the Final Incorporation Study Report).  The Road Report 
recommends $33 million in upgrades over the next 15-30 years.  As a municipality the 
province will pay for a $5 million resurfacing for all of Fulford Ganges Road and $1 million 
to stabilize Walker’s Hook Road. This leaves $28 million in recommended work, which is not 
mandatory.

An Island Municipality: would choose which roads need to be addressed and to what 
level.  This also means the municipality would accumulate approximately $13 million as a cash 
reserve fund, as part of the transition assistance offered over the first 5 years.  Decisions about 
road maintenance and improvements would rest with our local council.  Each community’s 
spending priorities are different and so we are not bound to what other communities have 
done.

Manageable Tax Impacts: If all recommended road work were completed and funded 
only through taxes, the cost over 15-30 years could be as little as $65 per year, per average 
property.  We would have other options to reduce tax impacts though, including grants from 
the Community Works Fund, borrowing or using part of the $13 million reserve fund.

The tax impact could be substantially lower.

If the status quo remains:  Our roads will remain the same.  What we pay and what we get 
will be decided by the province.  We will not see the Fulford-Ganges or Walkers Hook Roads 
improved or other upgrades.  We won’t have a $13 million reserve fund for future projects, 
nor the ability to choose what we do, and we will not have direct access to the major grants 
that help communities across BC pay for a whole range of infrastructure projects, including 
major roads.

Let’s embrace the future:  A municipality provides affordable local control over roads and 
other important local decisions, plus a head start of approximately $19 million in cash and 
roadway improvements.

Salt Spring Deserves Local Control over Local Roads

ISLANDS TRUST

Group seeks land use bylaw revisions
Current policy felt to not 
address reality

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Accommodation providers are calling 
for an update to Salt Spring’s land use 
bylaw to better serve both short- and 
long-term rental needs on the island. 

Peter Lloyd-Jones, president of the Salt 
Spring Accommodation Group, made a 
delegation to the Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee meeting Thursday to bring 
forward a number of areas members feel 
should be reviewed concerning bed and 
breakfast accommodations, guest cot-
tages and short-term vacation rentals.

The association says the present bylaw 
does not address the current needs of 
visitors, the accommodation providers 
or long-term renters.

“We would like to urge the committee 
to examine the relevant sections of the 
bylaw and bring it in line with the reality 
of visitors’ demands and 21st-century 
booking channels, as well as the needs of 
the Salt Spring community,” Lloyd-Jones 
said in his presentation.

According to the bylaw, the only type 
of vacation rentals permitted outside a 
commercial  accommodation zone are 
B&Bs. Breakfast can be provided in an 
on-site kitchen, but not other meals, a 
policy Lloyd-Jones said is impossible to 
enforce. In addition, he said the mod-
ern visitor is looking for a full range of 
options from cabins to “glamping” tents 
and electronic booking services make it 

easy to distribute such choices.
As a key economic driver to the island, 

tourism should be protected and sus-
tainably managed, Lloyd-Jones said. 

His group agrees that some sort of 
licensing and fee system is appropri-
ate, and that non-hotel accommodation 
should take place only on properties 
where the owners reside. They do not like 
the idea of absentee non-resident owners 
or large management companies. 

Proposed changes include removing 
the 45-night limit that seasonal cottages 
can be occupied, as well as the rule that 
states owners must live in the main house 
and not the cottage. The rule that owners 
can only occupy cottages for a tempo-
rary period if the person lives elsewhere, 
and the minimum lot size under which 
cottages are permitted, have also been 

flagged for revision. 
Trustee George Grams observed Mayne 

and Pender islands’ local Trust commit-
tees have made steps toward legalizing 
and therefore managing STVRs on their 
islands, while fellow trustee Peter Grove 
agreed the bylaw should be reviewed and 
said the issues raised by Lloyd-Jones are 
“very real.”

“In terms of looking at it from the point 
of view of those providing the services, 
we also need to be looking at the island’s 
housing needs — the affordable housing 
needs,” Grove said. “So when you are talk-
ing to your group about these issues and 
making proposals as to how things could 
be improved, I think it would be helpful 
to say, ‘Okay, this is how we can handle 
affordable housing issues.’ 

“Let’s bear that in mind to have a bal-
anced view.”

“I think that’s a very good point because 
a lot of our members are needing staff,” 
Lloyd-Jones responded. “And the chal-
lenge that our members found is getting 
staff because they can’t find accommoda-
tion.”

Lloyd-Jones said he felt developers of 
larger projects on Salt Spring should be 
required to build a certain number of 
units of worker housing, as is required in 
some communities. 

The LTC assigned staff to review rel-
evant policies and assess issues around 
STVRs on May 4. The project is on the 
work program long-list but is not cur-
rently one of the top five priorities. 
Project priorities are next slated to be 
reviewed in July.

Cell campaigns underway 

“We recently turned our lives inside out and 
upside down to move to Pender Island from 
Toronto,” she said. “I was getting sick con-
stantly and my husband has heart disease . . . I 
haven’t been sick one day since I moved here, 
in six months.”

Now she said her “dream home on top of a 
hill” is threatened by an unsightly and poten-
tially dangerous tower. 

“It will be right in our living room view.” 
Determined to stave off the tower, some 

residents are taking the matter to local govern-
mental bodies.

At the North Pender Island Local Trust Com-
mittee meeting on June 28, Manfred Burandt, 
another islander who received notice of the 
site in the mail, presented his issues with the 
cell tower location.

Burandt said the tower is not meant to serve 
Pender as much as the ferry traffic and as 
a jumping point to Vancouver Island, since 
Freedom Mobile has yet to offer service there. 
Burandt’s issue with the Trust was that the 
zoning bylaws make it so that local popula-
tions have to bear the burden of organizing 
around issues like these.

“The thing that disturbs me is that the 
Islands Trust as a whole has not developed a 
cell tower policy, despite the fact that many of 
the islands have had to fight this battle indi-
vidually over and over, with some winning and 
some losing,” Burandt wrote in an email to the 
Driftwood.

In his Trust presentation he also warned of 
potential fire and fall hazards and a concern 
that future additions to the tower could be 
done if it is built.

Others on Pender believe the tower is safe 
and will be good for the island as a whole.

Hans and Milada Huk own the property in 

question. Hans Huk said that, according to his 
research, the cell tower will not be harmful to 
human health. Also, the tower will meet Cana-
dian government standards, which, accord-
ing to the consultation letter Cuthbert and 
Burandt received, are “among the most strin-
gent in the world.”

Huk plans to build a house on the same 
property for his family. He wouldn’t be plan-
ning to move to the property if he thought the 
tower wouldn’t be safe as he would not put his 
14-year-old son in danger, he said.

“Neither of the neighbours will see the towers 
because it will be in the forest,” he added.

For Milada and Hans Huk, the tower repre-
sents progress. The technology will attract more 
people to the island, which will help local busi-
ness development, they said.

Cuthbert and Burandt say they aren’t against 
cell towers in general, but the issue is with prox-
imity to their houses.

“If someone had said ‘You’re moving to a 
place with no cell service,’ I might not have 
moved here,” Cuthbert said. “But I am cer-
tainly against putting cell towers anywhere near 
people’s homes.”

“We don’t deny the fact that cell towers 
are necessary. Our only issue is the location,” 
Burandt added.

Another cell tower currently exists on Pender 
Island near the ferry terminal. According to the 
consultation letter, “tenure applications were 
no longer accepted” on that existing  tower, 
which is why Freedom Mobile is seeking a new 
site.

Both sides have already sought legal advice 
and are campaigning on the island.

A representative from Shaw Communica-
tions, who speaks for the cell-phone company, 
did not respond to the Driftwood by press time.

Freedom Mobile has informed people that 
it will have representatives at the next North 
Pender LTC meeting on July 27.

CELL TOWER 
continued from 1

“We would like to urge the 
committee to examine the 
relevant sections of the 
bylaw and bring it in line 
with the reality of visitors’ 
demands and 21st-century 
booking channels” 
pete lloyd-jones
President, Salt Spring 
Accommodation Group
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PATHWAYS 

Atkins Road path gets SSITC boost 
Partners Creating Pathways 
accepts contribution

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN 
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F 

Another pedestrian safety initiative on 
the edge of Ganges is about to get started.

At last week’s Salt Spring Island Trans-
portation Commission meeting, approval 
was granted to transfer $19,000 to Part-
ners Creating Pathways to construct the 
Atkins Road pathway project.

“We’ve been working on this proj-
ect since 2010. We thought it was a very 
important part of our pathways network 
because it’s a dangerous part of the road,” 

said project designer Philip Grange. 
Commissioners Shellie Barrett and Rod 

Martens had initially voiced some con-
cerns about the volunteer group’s request 
because the project cost had increased 
substantially from the initial estimate and 
only one company had bid on the tender. 

Speaking during a delegation to the 
meeting, project manager Zeke Blazecka 
explained the cost estimate was based 
on the historic average of all previous 
projects, which came to $134 per metre 
for a total cost of $60,000. The contractor 
entered a bid of $94,275 but then dropped 
his price by $15,000 after working out 
some alternate material plans with CRD 
engineer Keith Wahlstrom.

Martens said he was happy to receive 
information about how the bidding esti-
mate is calculated since he hadn’t known 
that before. 

“All you get is ‘you’re over budget, by 
around 25 grand or so,’ which is kind of 
signifi cant . . . and with just the single 
bid, I needed to clarify that,” Martens 
said.

In other business at the June 26 meet-
ing, the commission approved its 2017-
2018 annual operating agreement with 
BC Transit as well as a memorandum of 
understanding for a three-year transit 
service expansion, as previously out-
lined under the fi ve-year transit plan. 

SSITC meets next on Sept. 25. 

ISLANDS TRUST

Marina expansion back on track
Second Ganges pump-
out station planned

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Marina is moving 
forward with expansion plans after 
being on hold for several years, 
with an expired development per-
mit resubmitted to the Local Trust 
Committee.

The application will go to the 
Advisory Planning Commission 
for evaluation and comment, with 
hopes that a new floating break-
water will be towed into the head 
of Ganges Harbour next to Moby’s 
Pub this fall. 

“The reason we want to move 
forward with this now is there is 
material available,” marina owner 
Jerry Parks said during Thursday’s 
LTC meeting. “And if we waited six 
months or 10 months it might not 
be there.”

Parks said the breakwater will 
be made by repurposing parts of a 
fi sh farm from the northern coast. 
Several such farms are now being 
broken up. The hope is to have the 
materials towed down this fall and 
then installed before the winter.

“We want to get going on this, so 
we appreciate your consideration,” 
Parks said. 

Senior Trust planner Jason You-
mans explained the marina had 
previously been successful in 
obtaining zoning changes related 
to the proposed project. A devel-
opment permit was duly issued in 
2011 but lapsed without the pro-
posed work taking place.  

While Parks and contractor David 
McKerrell had hoped to avoid send-
ing the application on to the APC, 
trustees agreed with staff’s recom-
mendation given the importance 
of the development area and the 
potentially quick turn-around time, 
which should make it possible to 
bring the application back to the 
LTC’s July meeting.

“I understand the applicant’s 
need for urgency. My one caution 
is this is a really  important part — I 
mean all of the parts of our island 
are important — but this one gets a 
lot of attention,” said trustee George 
Grams. “I think any work at the 
marina or the harbour assumes a 

level of priority and responsibility, 
and encourages me to get as much 
advice as I can. That’s why I feel 
referring this to the Advisory Plan-
ning Commission is sound advice. 
It’s also another way of consulting 
the community on this particular 
issue.”

Trustee Peter Grove said he 
would like to move the application 
forward right away, but also agreed 
with Grams’ points, especially since 
there will still be enough time for 
the fall move. 

Plans for the marina include 
dredging parts of the harbour in 
order to accommodate expanded 
wharfage. The site includes a public 
access boat ramp and will have a 
septic pump-out station as a condi-
tion of the previous zoning change. 
Although the marina did not install 
the pump when the fi rst permit was 
issued, one has now been ordered 
and partially paid for. The station 
will be directly connected to Ganges 
sewer.

The only other pump-out station 
on Salt Spring is located at Harbour 
Authority headquarters at Centen-
nial Dock. It was recently out of ser-
vice for several months to undergo 
repairs, staff reported. 

Salt Spring Marina and the LTC 
also placed a restrictive covenant 
on title during the rezoning appli-
cation. It includes Clean Marine 
BC certifi cation, having dock space 

available for rent to Salt Spring resi-
dents and a possible connection 
to the Ganges boardwalk if it ever 
extends that far.

Trustees did not discuss the 
dredging requirement during 
Thursday’s meeting but did note 
a professional biologist’s report 
that outlined the need for proper 
stormwater management. The ini-
tial assessment was updated for the 
new permit application.

“I feel that if there are measures in 
place to prevent excessive silting in 
the harbour and there are no intru-
sions or impacts outside the marina 
lease boundaries, the dredging will 
not affect any environmentally sen-
sitive areas of the harbour,” biolo-
gist Kathy Reimer wrote on May 23, 
2017.

“There is, as mentioned in the pre-
vious impact assessment reports, 
the continuing concern with the 
probable increased polluted storm 
water from the expanded marina, 
the parking lots and the boat yard. 
Stormwater run-off from developed 
areas adversely affects the health of 
fi sh and other sea life in the marine 
environment. It is important that 
there is an engineered and approved 
stormwater management plan for 
the entire marina operation.” 

McKerrell said the Capital Region-
al District has the stormwater plan 
on fi le. Staff concurred that require-
ment has also been met.

IMAGE COURTESY SALT SPRING LTC

Proposed wharfage (with water depth lines) at Salt Spring Marina, as 
part of a development permit application.

SEE WEEKLY HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 35
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Speaking
freely 

Fabulous day of island hopping 
Before I moved permanently to Salt Spring 17 years ago, 

when I lived and worked in Vancouver, I loved going to the 
Gulf Islands, even if it was only for a day trip. 

Now, I realize, that when I go “off island” for a day, I rush 
over to Duncan or Sidney/Victoria or occasionally Vancouver, 
trying to grab lunch and jam in as much shopping as possible 
between appointments, always driving, driving, watching the 
time and getting home exhausted.

So Saturday, June 24, was just the greatest treat 
thanks to the Tour des Îsles festival. With two 
friends, I was on Pender Island by nine o’clock 
in the morning with time for the market and the 
Nu2U store before the shuttle bus took us across 
the island to go to Saturna. 

And a fun, serendipitous day unfolded. A guy 
called Toby was on the dock and gave us a private 
boat ride because he just happened to be going 
to Saturna and could take three passengers. We 
wanted to go to East Point on Saturna but were 
out of sync with the scheduled shuttle, but “no 
problem, we’ll ask the back-up driver if she will 
take you.” She, Sheila, became our tour guide for the rest of 
the day! We had a picnic at East Point — Sheila stayed too — 
“not worth going home,” she said, “and, besides, it’s such a 
lovely place.” And then we all went to the book reading and 
high tea at Saturna Lodge, where, believe it or not, I met two 
people now living on Saturna with whom I had worked in my 
early days in Vancouver, and hadn’t seen for nearly 50 years! 
Sheila then took the long route back to the dock where our 
boat was waiting right on time. 

I had realized that somewhere along the way I had lost my 
glasses, so back on Pender I sought out the shuttle driver, 
gave him my name and number and told him where I last 
remembered having them: sitting on a rock across from the 
Nu2U waiting for the bus.

The lovely cruise back to Salt Spring was glorious. The boat 
was full of friends and neighbours all telling similar tales, 
some cycling on Mayne, some hiking on Pender, and as we 

approached Ganges I thought of all the other 
islanders who visited Salt Spring that day and 
hoped that they had enjoyed my island as much 
as I had enjoyed theirs.

Thinking about it later, I realized that some-
times I take living on Salt Spring for granted, 
and get bogged down in the irritations and dys-
function of day-to-day stuff. I forget that I just 
don’t live on Salt Spring, I live on one of the Gulf 
Islands, and I want to remember that synergy. 
Maybe I will have to rethink the whole “to incor-
porate or not to incorporate” question.

So a huge, huge thank you to all the organiz-
ers and volunteers of Tour des Îsles, and thanks to my friend 
for persuading me to go. It meant a lot. Fabulous day. And, of 
course, the weather helped!

Also — there was a voice mail message when I got 
home. Dan the cabbie from Pender had found my glasses 
exactly where I had left them fi ve hours earlier. He sent them 
back on the very next island-hopping boat.

The writer is a Salt Spring resident.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Susan Brain

Thinking about it 
later, I realized 
that sometimes 
I take living on 
Salt Spring for 
granted.
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    GULF ISLANDS

A
s Salt Spring inches 
closer to the Sept. 9 
incorporation refer-
endum date, the fever 

pitch of the combat is rising. 
It appears that some activists on both sides 

would like their opponents to stop expressing 
their opinion or campaigning. The North Salt 
Spring Waterworks District board has been piled 
on for taking a position in favour of incorpora-
tion. A petition demanding a retraction is now 
circulating.  

On the other side of things, an alternate esti-
mate of potential road maintenance costs under 
incorporation, recently presented by island resi-
dent Brenda Guiled, has prompted a rather dra-
matic response from our island’s elected offi cials. 
Peter Grove, George Grams and Wayne McIntyre 
issued a press release Monday stating that they 
have asked the Ministry of Community, Sport and 

Cultural Development 
to provide an addendum 
roads report to address 
Guiled’s presentation. 
After watching an online 
recording of the presen-
tation and consulting 
with some members 
of the Incorporation 
Study Committee, Grove, 

Grams and McIntyre say they feel Guiled’s presen-
tation “contains false assumptions and material 
inaccuracies.”

Requesting a third-party examination of 
Guiled’s data and conclusions is a logical thing to 
do. Further examination of a specifi c and impor-
tant topic under dispute will help clarify the issue.  

As with all matters of public policy, the “facts,” 
fi gures and predictions of what will happen 
under any government scenario are open to wide 
interpretation by people hoping for one outcome 
or another. Whether agreement will be found on 
almost any area of discussion in the incorporation 
debate so far seems unlikely. But that’s not a bad 
thing. 

The situation we’re in reminds us of a famous 
Walter Lippmann quote. “The theory of the free 
press is not that the truth will be presented com-
pletely or perfectly in any one instance, but that 
the truth will emerge from free discussion.”

Let’s allow each other a bit of leeway as the 
incorporation discussions continue and maintain 
some respect for the notion, at least, of freedom 
of expression. 
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John Humphries
Getting up to our summer 
place on Savary Island and 
swimming and friends and 

Susan Campbell
Kayaking on Moyie Lake near 
Cranbrook. It’s an absolutely 
beautiful lake.

Lisa Shorter
This is my first summer on 
Salt Spring, so just enjoying 
all the local activities.

Patricia Champoux
To remember that life is about 
enjoying the sun, the sea, the 
mountains and the forest.

Allen Schoen
Sunshine, visiting friends 
and swimming.

Salt Spring 
Says
We asked: What 
are you most 
looking forward to 
this summer.

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

BY JEAN GELWICKS
When partners split up, when kids grad-

uate from school, when a team of collabo-
rators dissolves after a project is finished, 
they might say: “Ah, but we’re still friends.” 
True. But as people go their separate ways, 
the nature and importance of those friend-
ships inevitably change. 

So when the pro-incorporation folk 
say, “Salt Spring will still be a part of the 
Islands Trust,” I’m wary. The nature and 
importance of Salt Spring’s relationship 
to the Trust will change. Dramatically and 
irrevocably.

Why does that matter?
The Islands Trust’s specific mandate, 

under the Islands Trust Act, is “to preserve 
and protect the Trust area and its unique 
amenities and environment for the benefit 
of the residents of the Trust area and of 
British Columbia generally.” That means 
that the first priority of the Trust is to pro-
tect the qualities that make Salt Spring, 
and the other islands, so precious. In other 
words, the Trust is there to make sure that 
the reason you live here, the reason tour-
ists come here, and the reason it is not the 
same as living in a suburb of Victoria or in 
the Okanagan or anywhere else for that 
matter, isn’t compromised. There is plenty 
of land in this big country to develop; but 

the relatively unspoiled, nat-
ural beauty of these islands is 
unique. All Trust planners are 
steeped in the Trust’s man-
date. All trustees take an oath to uphold it. 

That’s not to say that there has been 
no development on Salt Spring under the 
Trust. Ask anybody who was here in the 
1970s and they’ll tell you how quiet it was 
when the population was less than half 
what it is now. But Salt Spring can absorb 
only so many households before it will 
start to feel . . . well, like a suburb of Vic-
toria.

If Salt Spring incorporates, land use 
planning and the regulation of devel-
opment would be taken away from the 
Islands Trust and given to the municipal 
council. That council has no mandate to 
protect the qualities that make life special 
here. It does have a vested interest in find-
ing revenue for services without having 
to raise property taxes, revenue that is 
most easily raised through development. 
There is a real risk that those who have 
something to gain by controlling rezoning 
bylaws could hold the balance of power 
on the council. I believe that is exactly 
what happened on Bowen Island.  

Under incorporation, the Trust would 
only have the authority to “comment” 

on zoning and bylaw changes: 
Its role would be reduced to 
an advisory one. Only chang-
es to the Salt Spring Official 

Community Plan would still require Trust 
approval, and even then the municipality 
could appeal to the provincial govern-
ment to overrule the Trust. The Trust’s 
founding principles — its very mission to 
protect —would be undermined.

We have much to learn from Bowen, the 
only other Island municipality compa-
rable to Salt Spring Island.

The Islands Trust and its mandate have 
become almost invisible to Bowen Island-
ers, especially to those who moved there 
in the last 17 years.  

(Because the Trust is no longer as vis-
ible, some islanders question why they 
should belong to the Trust at all.)  

Since only two out of seven municipal 
councillors will be regularly involved with 
the Islands Trust as elected councillors/
trustees, the rest of the municipal council 
will have no direct exposure or responsi-
bility to the Trust mandate. 

Planners think like municipal planners, 
not like Trust planners, who must keep 
the Trust mandate uppermost in mind. 
Municipal planners (well, the majority) 
currently must be retrained when work-

ing for the Trust, and the Trust holds reg-
ular workshops for all Trust planners. 
Municipal councils don’t necessarily 
include such workshops in their budgets. 
Bowen Island planners have not always 
been allowed to attend.

Financially, the Trust would lose more 
than half a million dollars in property 
taxes each year. Furthermore, the prov-
ince has granted the Trust only half what 
it says it needs to weather the transition 
if Salt Spring incorporates. This certainly 
affects the other islands, more so than 
when Bowen incorporated, since Salt 
Spring is larger and puts more resources 
into the Trust. The Trust can compensate 
by cutting staff and services; raising taxes 
on the other islands; or a combination of 
both. 

Are we not stewards of this unique group 
of islands as a whole? Is there any way to 
view this scenario without acknowledging 
that the Islands Trust’s ability to protect 
the islands will be weakened under incor-
poration? I don’t think so. 

For a history of the Islands Trust, see a 
Gulf Island Alliance film at gulfislandsal-
liance.ca.

The writer is a longtime supporter of the 
Islands Trust. 

Incorporation will weaken the Islands Trust

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “I’ve done the research; I’ve put the numbers 
out there . . . I want the facts to speak for themselves.”

BRENDA GUILED, RESEARCHER ON ROAD MAINTENANCE COSTS

Taxes 
squandered 

The North Salt Spring 
Waterworks board’s paternal-
istic and expensive advertise-
ment in your June 14 paper 
detailing their decision to 
support incorporation is 
stepping beyond their man-
date. Should our water taxes 
be squandered on this politi-
cal posturing? 

Their slanted stance makes 
no mention of the grants 
available if we vote “no” and 
then change our status from a 
protection district to a service 
area. (See the positivelyno.org 
website about government 
grants and protection dis-
tricts.)

If they are really concerned 
about our future needs, they 
should be looking at all the 
viable options and not get 

stuck on one that looks like 
it will lead to higher taxes and 
more development.
Frances Hill,
V e s u v i u s

Not bound by
mandate

My legal hackles have 
gone up at the claim in the 
pro-incorporation group’s 
paid ad in the June 21 Drift-
wood, their web page and 
letters to the editor that an 
island municipality would 
be “bound by the same ‘pre-
serve and protect’ mandate” 
as the Islands Trust.

This is not correct. Sec-
tion 39.1 of the Islands Trust 
Act, RSBC 1996, chapter 
239 states: “The council of 
a municipality, all or part of 
which is in the Trust area, 
must have regard to the 
object of the Trust in adopt-

ing a bylaw or issuing a per-
mit or licence.”

The object of the Trust (its 
mandate) is, of course “pre-
serve and protect.”

“Have regard to” does not 
mean “be bound by.” You 
don’t have to be a lawyer to 
see that, though I can quote 
legal precedents on point if 
needed. A municipal coun-
cil could have regard to 
“preserve and protect” and 
have regard to any number 
of other interests, and then 
pass the bylaw or issue the 
permit or licence anyway. 

Unfortunately, the error 
appears, possibly inadver-
tently, in the text of the Salt 
Spring Incorporation Study 
final report at page 116, 
though its authors get it part-
ly right in table 5.13 at page 
117.

I am a retired real estate 
lawyer. I hope that everyone 

engaged in the incorporation 
debate will take great care to 
state the law accurately and 
to avoid misleading state-
ments.
Ashley Hilliard,
M e y e r  R o a d

Support the 
show 

Peace ho! Shakespeare 
meets the Beatles in the 
Mouat Park meadow! 

We just returned for a scin-
tillating standing ovation per-
formance of exitStageLeft’s 
As You Like It, performed on 
the 50th anniversary of Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band and the Summer of 
Love.

I always marvel when 
reminded of the incred-
ible community of artists our 
island is home to. I would 
urge all theatre lovers, music-

lovers and lovers of any 
other description to get out 
and support this remarkable 
show, running July 6-8 and 
July 13-15. 

A splendid time is guaran-
teed for all.
Martin Adam,
S a l t  S p r i n g

Long list 
This is a tardy response 

to George Ehring’s eloquent 
piece in the June 21st edition 
(“Proud to call island com-
munity home”).

It was positively impressive 
to read through the long list 
of achievements over the past 
15 years. And it struck me too 
that it is precisely our current 
governance system which 
engenders this do-it-yourself 
approach that has brought so 
many worthwhile projects to 
fruition. 

Here we do not depend on 

“city hall” or its village equiva-
lent to make things happen. 
Islanders unite to back a 
cause, launch a project, raise 
the funds, take leadership 
roles, although not without 
struggles and dissension at 
times. 

We find ourselves the 
proud owners and users of 
our library, our pool, our 
abattoir, our theatre com-
plex. As I said, it’s a long list. 
The need to do things for 
ourselves also functions as 
a huge community-building 
tool. We meet and work with 
folk from across the social 
and geographic terrain. What 
would happen to that ethos if 
we came to rely on “city hall” 
to get things done?
Mary Hughes,
W o o d h a l l

INDEPTH

MORE LETTERS  continued on 8
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Caring for  
our Charities

We thank our generous  
supporters for making our 

work possible. 

WE GIVE  
because 

YOU CARE

Caring for 
Children

Caring for our 
Community

Caring for  
seniors

Caring for 
the arts

To learn how to make your own gift to the Foundation  

and to view our annual report with a full list of 2016 grants 

to island charities, please visit ssifoundation.ca, or call 

250.537.8305 for more information.

Municipal status critical for island to receive grant funding
BY JOHN MACPHERSON

NSSWD’s decision to support a “yes” vote 
brings the issue of grant funding into focus.  
Peter Lamb, in the June 28 Driftwood, and 
others claim NSSWD is misleading ratepay-
ers, because grants are supposedly just as 
likely if the CRD takes over.  The facts show 
that Peter and the others have it all wrong.

Salt Springers should know we are miss-
ing out on a lot of money for infrastructure 
projects by not being a municipality. It’s not 
just the grants that our water and fire dis-
tricts are ineligible to apply for, which usu-
ally provide two-thirds of funding needs. We 
are missing out on gas tax funding too.

The Strategic Priorities Fund (SPF) — 
funded by gas taxes and available through 

the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) — 
provides up to 100 per cent of funding for 
eligible projects up to a max of $6 million 
per project, for drinking water, wastewater, 
asset management, public transit, highways 
and major roads, and infrastructure related 
to culture, sports and tourism. This year, 
UBCM members could apply for up to three 
projects.

On Salt Spring, eligible projects would 
include asset management (plans to track 
and set aside money to replace infrastruc-
ture as it ages so the grandkids don’t have to 
pay for it all), the St. Mary Lake water treat-
ment plant (approximately $8.4 million) 
and raising the Duck Creek weir to increase 
water supply (approximately $5 million). 

The total just for NSSWD is $28 million.
Along with municipalities, the CRD is 

eligible for funding from both the UBCM 
Strategic Priorities Fund and federal/pro-
vincial government grants. If it wished, the 
CRD could prioritize the Ganges wastewater 
treatment plant, Maliview sewer system/
treatment plant and the Burgoyne Bay liq-
uid waste facility. Other possible projects 
include ball fields, artificial turf soccer fields, 
pool upgrades, transit improvements.

However, the CRD’s outlook is “region-
al first.” It does not prioritize Salt Spring 
and our CRD director has just one vote in 
24. This isn’t working for Salt Spring.

Under the Strategic Priorities Fund’s first 
agreement, the CRD got over $21 million for 

its regional initiatives, including $16 million for the E&N 
Trail Network and $3 million for the Saanich wastewater 
treatment plant — but nothing for Salt Spring. In 2015 the 
CRD did get some of this gas tax funding for Salt Spring 
($50,000) for a shared Salt Spring Island/Southern Gulf 
Islands Integrated Service Plan. However, we have more 
pressing needs than studying how to integrate CRD ser-
vices between islands!

Approved projects from 2015 show that many commu-
nities much smaller than Salt Spring got a lot of money for 
the same types of projects we need to have done here.  Lake 
Cowichan (population 3,000) was approved for $5 mil-
lion for a water treatment plant upgrade. 100 Mile House 
(population 2,000) was approved for $5.85 million for a 
water supply upgrade. The District of Barriere (population 
3,000) was approved for $4.36 million for water supply and 
distribution system improvements. Terrace (population 
11,000) was approved for $4.325 million to upgrade the 
aquatic centre. 

These are just a few examples. Unfortunately, the current 
system ensures we are uniquely burdened in paying 100 
per cent of the cost of these types of projects with very few 
exceptions. This is a very bad deal.  

The incorporation study final report indicates that 
becoming a municipality has negligible tax impacts on an 
apples to apples basis. However, if and when a local council 
votes for more spending, the financial benefits of receiving 
funding of this magnitude will eliminate or greatly offset 
the impacts of increased taxes. 

As a municipality, Salt Spring would be a member of 
UBCM and be able to apply for this funding directly, 
instead of dreaming the CRD will do it for us. Our mayor 
and council would determine which projects would take 
priority. To be very clear, this funding is in addition to 
other infrastructure grants from the federal and provincial 
governments.  Becoming a municipality will not fix all our 
problems, but there is virtually no possibility of success-
fully addressing them without access to the types of fund-
ing that all other B.C. communities have.  

The so-called CRD “option” is a mirage that only mires 
us in false hope.

On Sept. 9 I am voting “yes” for Salt Spring to have a real 
voice and local decision making. 

The writer has been an island resident since 1999.

Delivering value for money
Food for thought. Federal and provincial grants for 

major water system infrastructure upgrades are currently 
not directly available to local water districts such as North 
Salt Spring Waterworks District. Municipalities and the 
CRD qualify to receive and administer these funds.

Peter Lamb argues in last week’s paper that incorpora-
tion is not a good idea so therefore the NSSWD, which 
claims to need $28 million in upgrade funds, must be 
taken over by the CRD as the means to access said funds.

NSSWD (who has seen what the CRD is incapable of) 
has taken the position that incorporation is the preferred 
mechanism for accessing grant money and given the pro-
vincially limited alternatives, they’re probably right.

It appears as though the province, through its granting 
policy, is herding us toward incorporation since bitter 
experience has proven that the CRD does not offer value 
for cost to local water districts. Next question: since the 
CRD is not (based on our local experience) a good and 
trustworthy destination for millions of grant dollars, who 
is? Is a municipality any better?  

After all, the CRD has vast resources (beyond other 
peoples’ grant money). They have buildings full of fully 
qualified engineers and accountants. They have all the 
latest and best equipment run by qualified professional 
operators.  

Further, the province, which seems eager to grant 
upgrade funds, seems much less eager to provide over-
sight in whether those funds deliver value for cost and 
specifically whether the districts (which are required to 
provide one-third of the cost of the project, most often 
with borrowed money) are satisfied with the results. What 
a mess.

Who can deliver value for cost?  What is our recourse 
if these funds are misspent? We must have a believable 
answer for these questions before we make decisions 
about incorporation or the financial future of NSSWD.
Chris Dixon,
S a l t  S p r i n g 
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Changes and traditions reflected 
O

nce again, many eager islanders 
answered the Driftwood’s call for 
photos to be taken in a 24-hour 
period on and around Salt Spring 

Island. 
 This year the selected date was Wednes-

day, June 21. We’ve found that a day near 
the summer solstice is ideal. The weather 
is usually agreeable, so we get lots of shots 
of people in action outdoors, and school is 
still in session, so some of those activities 
can be recorded too. 

The Day in the Life project puts the focus 
on things that are new to the island like the 
Salish Eagle ferry or the gardens on the Salt 
Spring Elementary grounds. It also high-
lights things that endure, like solstice gath-
erings at Vesuvius Beach or the Strawberry 
Tea at Salt Spring Seniors. 

This year I decided to take a few photos 
myself, inspired by a scene I had witnessed 
while heading to the 6:15 a.m. ferry sailing 
to Swartz Bay over several days this spring. 
Every morning as I came around the Ful-
ford-Ganges Road bend by the beach at 
Fulford Harbour, I saw John Moysey waiting 
for the Salt Spring Transit bus. It struck me 
as an image of a longtime island resident 
that should be preserved in these pages. At 
this time of year it’s a pleasure to get up and 
outside early, and I’m glad I made the effort 

to connect with John in Fulford. 
I imagine most of the photographers had 

some sort of moment or interaction that 
enhanced the experience of taking pictures 
of favourite people, places and critters. 

As always, we have unique firsts in this 
edition. It may be the first Day in the Life 
compilation that includes both a bivalve 
and sea anemones.

We did not have any night owls among 
those volunteering to shoot photos this 
year, however, so our photographic record 
of the day is shorter than usual (although 
not for the first time in 14 years).

We give warm thanks to everyone who 
contributed photos to this collection. 
They are: Ann Earl, Anna Haltrecht, Anna 
McColm, Avril Kirby, Bruce McRae, Dave 
French, Elise Pearson, Elizabeth Thomp-
son, Jen MacLellan, Jennifer Ritson, Judy 
McPhee, Julia Gilbert, Kaylee Lapierre, 
Kim Thompson, Lynn Thompson, Mag-
gie O’Scalleigh, Marie Beaudoin, Patricia 
Skidmore, Robin Jenkinson, Stan Garrod 
and Trish Cannon.

New Driftwood staffer Sean Hitrec also 
took some great shots, designed our cover 
and touched the photos this year. 

— Gail Sjuberg,
Driftwood editor 

Photo by GAIL SJUBERG

5:54 am  John Moysey waits for the bus to pick him up at the Fulford Harbour stop. He takes the bus 
from there to the ferry terminal and then into Ganges for breakfast. 5 to 8 am

Photo by BRUCE MCRAE

5:12 am  A glorious sunrise off of Beddis Beach.  

GOBIND FARMS
6929 Veyaness Road, off Keating X Road  250.652.0181

Go Best! Go Fresh! Go Local! 
• strawberries  
• raspberries  
• tayberries 

• blackberries 
• loganberries 
• boysenberries
 

• blueberries 
• frozen berries  
• rhubarb  

• russian red garlic
• jams  
• syrups 

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Photo by jen maclellan

7:12 am  A barnacle-edged butter clam shell at Hudson Point.


