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AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Search and Rescue crews were 
deployed to Ganges Harbour Tuesday morn-
ing after a man was witnessed falling into the 
ocean during Monday night’s stormy weather.

Salt Spring Island RCMP received a call of a 
male in the water near Powder Islet around 8:15 
p.m. Witnesses from a house on the shore had 
seen the man’s skiff capsize. The man, who was 
not wearing a life jacket, did not reappear. His 
dog was later found in the water.

Nick Boychuk and his Eagle Eye Marine Ser-
vices vessel responded to a mayday call for an 
overturned vessel that came over the VHF radio 
around 7:15 p.m. They arrived along with a Gan-
ges Coast Guard crew and another private boat.  

“We saw the vessel in question, his dinghy, 
and the vessel he was going to, which was a 
sailboat. We did a search with the Coast Guard 
but came up with nothing,” Boychuk said. 

Search teams were called off just before 10 
p.m. on Monday due to poor visibility, while 
Boychuk attended the emergency room for 
treatment of dog bites. 

PHOTO BY SEAN HITREC

Salt Spring Search and Rescue volunteers Kelly Graves, left, and Sarah Grindler comb the Churchill 
Beach area on Tuesday morning looking for signs of a missing boater.

Man overboard in Ganges Harbour
Coast Guard turns case
over to RCMP 

Embe
pull-out
solution
fl agged
Controversial
hitchhiking spot 
under discussion 

BY SEAN HITREC
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

After last Monday’s protest 
against the decision to barri-
cade a popular hitchhiking spot 
in front of Embe Bakery, the 
Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure, the Salt Spring 
Transportation Commission 
and other governing bodies are 
talking about solutions. 

In late May it was announced 
by Robin Williams, chair of the 
Salt Spring Transportation 
Commission, that a joint deci-
sion between the MoTI and 
the Salt Spring RCMP had 
been made to place a physi-
cal object along the side of the 
road in front of Embe Bakery. 
During the meeting, Williams 
confi rmed that the Salt Spring 
Transportation Commission 
would help by supplying a bar-
rier. Road safety was cited as 
the reason for the move, he 
said.

Concerned Salt Springers 
responded by organizing the 
June 5 protest at the site. The 
high-spirited and concerned 
crowd spoke of the values inte-
gral to the nature of hitchhiking 
on the island. 

GANGESMISSING PERSON 

SEARCH  continued on  2

Dragonfl y Commons developers 
share vision for new community

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A standing-room-only crowd turned out to Lions 
Hall Sunday afternoon to hear what’s planned for 
Dragonfl y Commons, an affordable housing devel-
opment in the early planning stages for Drake Road. 

Property owners Fernando and Tami dos Santos 

addressed a huge crowd of islanders who came out 
despite the warm and sunny weekend weather. 
Also participating were Salt Spring Housing Council 
chair Kisae Petersen, members of the project’s vol-
unteer steering committee and architectural design 
consultant Donald Gunn.

Fernando dos Santos explained the idea with this 
particular project is to meet the need for “owner-
occupied” worker housing targetting the 21-40 age 
range. While some basic tenets have been suggested 
in order to keep the project affordable, dos Santos 

said Sunday’s session was to gain information as 
well as to share it.

“We want ideas from the community — we want 
you to be our partners,” he said. 

The goal is to keep units priced under $200,000, 
although dos Santos would prefer to get as low as 
$150,000. The dos Santos family is investing in the 
site development costs on a “cost plus zero” recov-
ery basis.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Housing project attracts full house

    GULF ISLANDS

Wednesday, June 14, 2017 — YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960   57TH YEAR  ISSUE 24

New website
Check out our fresh look!
gul� slandsdriftwood.com

Mrs. Williams’ world 
ArtCraft Showcase exhibit

PAGE 11

$125
(incl. GST)

HITCHHIKING  continued on 5DRAGONFLY continued on  5



2 |  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2017  NEWSBEAT www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  Gulf ISlANdS drIfTWood

Please ask about the gulf island resident 
     promotion when you book your appointment!
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The 3 stages of 
an evacuation                              
wildfi re season 
is coming!

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-
and-emergency-services/emergency-prepared-
ness-response-recovery/local-government/evacua-
tion_operational_guidelines.pdf

Stage 1 - Evacuation Alert
Stage 2 - Evacuation Order
Stage 3 - Evacuation 
                 Rescind

WATErWorKS 

NSSWD right to tax upheld but amounts struck down
Brinkworthy parcel tax case 
decided in B.C. Supreme Court 

by GAIL SJUbERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

A Supreme Court justice has upheld the 
North Salt Spring Waterworks District’s right 
to apply a different parcel tax to Brinkworthy 
manufactured home park, while ordering the 
district to revisit the amount of the tax.

Last fall the NSSWD passed bylaws 278 and 
279, giving the 137-unit seniors development 
north of Ganges a different parcel tax classifi-
cation. The change saw the property’s parcel 
tax rise from $595 last year to $14,700 this year. 

It was set to reach $70,000 by 2021 (down from 
an original estimate of close to $90,000). 

In his 20-page judgement, Justice Bruce 
Greyell states that the NSSWD acted within its 
jurisdiction in creating a new parcel tax class 
for the Brinkworthy manufactured home park. 
Brinkworthy Estates had asked that the bylaws 
be declared ultra vires of the Local Govern-
ment Act. 

However, Greyell struck down part of Bylaw 
279 that laid out the amount of the tax. 

“It is my view that the petitioner has estab-
lished there is an essential element of a lack 
of transparency and ultimately a potential 
unfairness to Brinkworthy in the manner 
in which the district went about imposing 

the tax rate on Brinkworthy’s manufactured 
home park given the significant impact the tax 
changes will have,” Greyell stated.

The judge detailed how Brinkworthy had 
been advised by NSSWD during a September 
2016 meeting that its parcel tax would rise 
because the water consumption of its units 
was determined to be the same as a single 
family dwelling within the district. After being 
repeatedly pressed to provide data verifying 
that claim, it turned out the data used to make 
the decision was not correct. Average water 
consumption of a Brinkworthy home was 
instead determined to be 43.5 per cent less 
than that of a single family dwelling. 

As a result, Greyell directed the NSSWD to 

reconsider the tax rates imposed on the Brink-
worthy property.

“I was quite pleased yesterday,” said Brink-
worthy Properties Ltd. owner Raymond Heung 
on Thursday, following release of Greyell’s 
judgement. 

He noted the NSSWD must now talk to 
both his company and Brinkworthy residents, 
which is something Heung and residents had 
requested last year.  

In a press release, the NSSWD stated, “The 
board is currently reviewing the decision with 
its solicitors and will be providing further 
information after the next board meeting.” 
The NSSWD board is scheduled to meet on 
Friday, June 23 at 9:30 a.m. in its office. 

HEAlTH CArE

Salt Spring tests negative for new doctors
Patients in limbo as new 
practice sought

by ELIZAbETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Patients have been left scrambling 
for answers about their own health care 
provision after learning that doctors 
Hala Aljuburi and Manuela Lowo are 
no longer practising in the office of Dr. 
Magda Leon.

The two physicians came to Salt 
Spring earlier this year through the 
Practice Ready Assessment program, 
a partnership between the provincial 
government and Doctors of BC through 
the Joint Standing Committee on Rural 
Issues. The program helps internation-
ally trained doctors gain licence to prac-
tise in B.C. in exchange for three years’ 
service to a community of need. 

Janine Gowans, coordinator of the 
Salt Spring Chapter of the Rural and 
Remote Division of Family Practice, said 
the change seemed to have occurred 

recently and abruptly.
“It is our hope we will be able to retain 

both physicians within the community,” 
she said. “We will share more informa-
tion as it becomes available.”

The situation has left some people in 
the community who only just received 
a family doctor wondering how their 
care will be provided in the near future. 
Some were former patients of Dr. James 
White, and had already faced a state of 
limbo when he retired in January. 

Several people posting on a pri-
vate Facebook thread said they were 
informed by the office receptionist their 
appointments with doctors Aljuburi 
and Lowo had been cancelled.

Chandra Jones is one of them. She 
had an appointment booked to learn 
test results of a cone biopsy and has yet 
to hear how that might happen now.

“I was told Dr. Lowo was moving offic-
es and I would hear from her soon once 
she got settled. It has been two weeks 
now and nothing. These test results are 
very important,” Jones said.

Gowans confirmed the two doctors 
are still in the community and are able 
to communicate, if needed, with their 
patients who are waiting to hear back 
on test results such as X-rays and biop-
sies. 

The Salt Spring Chapter of the Rural 
and Remote Division of Family Practice 
is asking patients who do not require 
immediate care to hold on a little longer 
until the matter is resolved. 

Patients of doctors Aljuburi and Lowo 
who have an immediate health concern 
should go to Lady Minto’s emergency 
room for treatment.

“It’s not ideal to receive care in the ER 
in a non-emergency, but in this situa-
tion it’s appropriate,” Gowans said.

In relation to another question posted 
on Facebook, patients will not have to 
request a file transfer if they remain with 
their current doctors in a new space. File 
transfer payments are standard practice 
in situations when a patient changes to 
a doctor with a new or different practice 
than their previous physician.

Life jacket could have made a difference: rescuer

Boychuk and others had tried 
to pull the man’s dog out of the 
water but were not able to secure 
the panicked animal. They used 
the boat to pressure it in to 
Powder Islet and from there to 
Churchill Beach. 

RCMP confirmed the inci-
dent as a missing persons case 
on Tuesday morning,  while 
Salt Spring Search and Rescue 

ground crews combed the area 
for signs during the low tide. Salt 
Spring search manager Chuck 
Hamilton said 18 crew members 
in total participated.

“We searched the waterfront 
from Madrona Bay and Churchill 
Beach through the marinas and 
all around the harbour but didn’t 
find any signs,” Hamilton said. 

The 8 a.m. call-out was the 
second of the day for the Salt 
Spring SAR crew. Five members 
had gone to the Saanich Penin-
sula in the early morning after 

receiving a call for mutual aid at 
1:20 a.m. They joined in the Gan-
ges Harbour search after return-
ing on the 11 a.m. ferry. 

Ground search crews were 
stood down around 1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday.  RCMP West  Coast 
Marine and the RCMP Underwa-
ter Recovery Team also attended 
Tuesday to assist in the recovery 
efforts.

Boychuk said although Mon-
day night was windy and very 
rough on the water, tragedy 
could have been avoided due to 

the prompt response shown by 
witnesses and search teams.

“He would have survived if 
he was wearing a life jacket. 
With the amount of resources 
there were, he would have been 
recovered right away,” Boychuk 
said. 

A Facebook message from 
Celine Boychuk that was widely 
shared Tuesday morning warned 
people who might see the miss-
ing man’s dog not to approach it, 
as it was probably still in defen-
sive mode and apt to be aggres-

sive after surviving the boating 
accident. The dog was described 
as a male Rottweiler without a 
collar. 

Salt Spring animal control offi-
cer Wolfgang Brunnwieser said 
he had not received any reports 
from residents about sighting 
the dog as of that morning. 

“As far as I know the dog is 
still unaccounted for,” Hamilton 
added on Tuesday afternoon. 

The missing man’s name had 
not been released as of 5 p.m. 
Tuesday.

SEArCH
continued from 1 
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
GISS Graduation Ceremony & Dry-Grad 
Saturday, JUNE 17
Watch for grads out and about! 

Photos needed
Next Wednesday, June 

21 is set for the Driftwood’s 
annual Day in the Life of Salt 
Spring Island project. 

That means anyone in the 
community can submit a 
photo, or several, of activities 
taking place on the island to 
the Driftwood for publica-
tion in a special multi-page 
section and online. 

Photos must be taken on 
Salt Spring (or in the waters 
around it) between 5 a.m. on 
Wednesday, June 21 and 5 
a.m. on Thursday, June 22. 

Anyone wanting to sub-
mit photos, or anyone who 
has an idea for a photo that 
should be taken, should con-
tact Driftwood editor Gail 
Sjuberg at news@gulfisland-
sdriftwood.com or 250-537-
9933. 

Housing 
delays 
sonographer

Salt Spring’s housing cri-
sis has had a measurable 
impact on health services 
by delaying the arrival of a 
new ultrasound technician 
by three months. 

Island Health said it 

was able to successfully 
recruit a temporary full-
time sonographer from 
central Canada earlier this 
year to fill an open posi-
tion at Lady Minto Hospi-
tal. The temporary posi-
tion was originally intend-
ed to run from June 2017 
to June 2018. However, a 
lack of housing availabil-
ity and affordability meant 
the recruit was unable to 

find accommodation for 
the summer months and 
therefore won’t join the 
staff until September. 

“It is disappointing in 
that the modality is high 
demand across Canada, 
and Salt Spring Island is 
a unique setting,” said 
Island Health communi-
cations director Meribeth 
Burton.

Island Health reports 

the delay has so far not 
resulted in waits for medi-
cal imaging services on Salt 
Spring Island, as a casual 
sonographer has been help-
ing maintain service. 

“We will,  as volumes 
demand, cover Salt Spring 
Island medical imaging 
patients with staff from 
Victoria until the full-time 
sonographer arrives in Sep-
tember,” Burton said.

News brIefS

250.537.8845 • 24hr Emergency Service
frescorefrigeration.ca  •  info@frescorefrigeration.ca
Sales • Service • Installation  •  Maintenance • Licenced & Insured

The perfect temperature 
all the time. 

$500
REBATES

UP TO

Don’t miss out, 
sale ends 

July 15, 2017

EnVIronMEnt 

Oil-spill simulation floated in Southern Gulf Islands
MLA points out irony of 
company funds 

by SeaN HItreC
D r i f t w o o D  S t a f f

An oil-spill response simulation was held 
by the Western Canada Marine Response 
Corporation in the waters between Saturna 
and Pender islands last Wednesday as the 
company gets ready to add six new bases in 
preparation for the Kinder-Morgan Trans-
Mountain Pipeline.

The reason for the exercise was to adhere 
to federal standards for oil-spill response 
and to also familiarize third-party contract-
ed vessels with new technology. Transport 
Canada was also on site to oversee the oper-
ation.

Outside of the new ships geared to stop 
a spill, many vessels of opportunity will be 
contracted to help in the case of a spill. This, 
along with the six new bases (five of which 
are based on Vancouver Island), will pro-
vide advanced coverage for any spills on the 
coast, said WCMRC communications man-
ager Michael Lowry.

“It went really well,” Lowry said, adding 
that getting the contracted vessels up to 
speed with new tech were a focus of the exer-
cise, which imagined a 2,500-tonne oil spill.

Lowry said that the risk to oil tankers is 
significantly higher in Vancouver Harbour 
and the Burrard Inlet, but there are risky 
areas around the Southern Gulf Islands.

“Turn Point is higher risk than other areas 
because there is a sharp turn there,” Lowry 
said. He also named Arachne Reef as another 
dangerous area for tankers.

The closest new spill-response base to the 

Gulf Islands is in Saanich. It will be one of the 
three bases open and ready for calls 24 hours 
per day and seven days per week. The other 
two bases are located in Victoria and the Port 
of Vancouver.

A major source of funding for the new 
bases, vessels and personnel will come 
from Kinder-Morgan, so that none of the 
money leaves taxpayer pockets, said Lowry. 
He added that the WCMRC will respond to 
any spill and not just ones from companies 
paying for the service. So, in a sense, there 
is a trade-off between a quicker response to 
any spills along the coast of B.C. and future 
increased traffic, which raises the likelihood 
of a spill occurring.

When asked if any plans are in place in 
case a potential NDP-Green B.C. govern-
ment is successful in stopping the Trans 
Mountain pipeline, Lowry said the WCMRC 
stays out of politics and, as of right now, the 
company is going forward with building the 
response bases.

The federal government has asserted that 
the pipeline will be completed. 

Saanich North and the Islands Green MLA 
Adam Olsen said that with the current oil-
spill-funding model, the protection of B.C.’s 
coastline is at the mercy of continued invest-
ment by oil companies. The WCMRC is only 
expanding its presence as a result of the 
Trans-Mountain pipeline expansion proj-
ect. So, while the expanded and quicker oil 
spill response is a good thing, it hinges on 
the success of something that the NDP and 
Green party are determined to stop in their 
joint government ventures.

“I’ve had a few calls from communities 
that are concerned because . . . these bases 
have been entirely connected, at this point, 

to the approval of the Trans-Mountain 
expansion project,” Olsen said. “I’m thank-
ful they are [adding coverage], but in no way 
should they be connecting it or using it as 
a way to leverage support for a project. A 
responsible government just does it.”

Olsen also wondered why the public 
education around oil spills was not being 
made more accessible. To add to this point, 
Olsen cited the diesel spill that happened in 
Vancouver Harbour in April of 2016, where 
people were rushing to the shore without 
the proper protection, which, in the case of a 
larger spill, could cause a multitude of health 
problems.

Jay Ritchlin, the director-general for West-
ern Canada at the David Suzuki Founda-

tion, said that oil recovery initiatives by the 
WCMRC, while well-meaning, are not a solu-
tion to the problems that a spill can create.

“I don’t have any confidence that they are 
creating a spill response that will have any 
ecological meaning,” Ritchlin said. “Once 
the oil spills the ecology is going to be dam-
aged no matter what.”

Ritchlin said that oil-cleanup efforts are 
often unable to clean the majority of the 
spills and even if there isn’t a spill many 
species along the shipping lane will be nega-
tively affected, including the endangered 
orca population in the area.

“Every day we’re rolling the dice that there 
is not going to be some kind of accident,” 
Olsen said.

photo coUrtESY WEStErN cANADA MAriNE rESpoNSE corporAtioN

the MJ Green demonstrates skimming techniques during an oil spill response exercise in 
plumper Sound on June 7.
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community to support such projects. This is how all other communities 
fund major projects and how to achieve sustainable service delivery.

For example, the Gas Tax Agreement Strategic Priorities Fund is 
designed to assist communities in funding exactly the type of critical 
infrastructure projects that the NSSWD must undertake. If the NSSWD 
were part of an incorporated municipality, projects such as the St. Mary 
Lake water treatment plant, raising of the Duck Creek weir, and the 
water treatment plant that will eventually need to be built at Maxwell 
Lake would be eligible for funding to cover up to 100% of the project 
cost up to a maximum of $6 million. 

It is also important to note that these projects are for critical infrastructure 
renewal and replacement, and will need to be done regardless of grant 
availability or the level of growth and new development that occurs 
within the NSSWD. Unfortunately, NSSWD, as an improvement district, is 
not eligible to apply for gas tax funds either. The long-standing policy of 
the provincial government is that if improvement districts want access 
to any type of senior government funding, then they must convert to a 
service area of the regional district or become part of a municipality. 
NSSWD has repeatedly asked for exceptions to this policy, but to no 
avail. Furthermore, the NSSWD has maximised all revenue streams 
currently available to it. Taxes and metered tolls are being reviewed 
annually but are at or near justi�able limits. This leaves external funding 
as the only remaining option to address the triple-threat of infrastructure 
replacement, increasing regulatory requirements, and climate change 
adaptation.

Funding Priorities Need to be Decided Locally
The Board of Trustees agrees that the municipal option best meets the 
needs of the NSSWD because decisions on the priority of infrastructure 
projects for funding applications will be made locally with the best 
interests of the island in general, in mind. This di�ers from the process 
that would happen if the NSSWD converted to the Capital Regional 
District as a service area. The Capital Regional District’s decisions are 
made o� island and must consider the needs of the entire regional 
district. This would mean that NSSWD projects would have to compete 
for funding priority against many others attempting to address a wide 
range of regional needs.

The natural environment and quality of life most people enjoy on Salt 
Spring is to a large degree underpinned by the existing public infra-
structure including roads, water and wastewater systems. If this critical 
infrastructure is allowed to deteriorate, the entire community will su�er, 
even those that are not direct recipients of those services. We can’t 
continue to do it alone, and what we do bene�ts all. The �nancial 
advantages of municipal incorporation to NSSWD ratepayers are clear, 
and the Board of Trustees believes that they have a duty to inform the 

ratepayers of those advantages, so that they are fully informed when 
they cast their individual votes on September 9th. 

 Board of Trustees, North Salt Spring Waterworks District

 www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca

The Board of Trustees of the North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
(NSSWD) unanimously voted in favour of incorporation for Salt Spring as 
being in the best interests of the NSSWD’s ratepayers at the May 24th 
Trustee’s meeting. 

The Board is aware that the incorporation of Salt Spring as an island 
municipality is a contentious issue, with many islanders wondering what 
incorporation would mean to them, while others are �rmly entrenched 
on either the ‘yes’ or ‘no’ side of the question.

However, as a Board, we believe that we must recommend incorporation 
as the best option for the long-term �nancial viability of the NSSWD and 
accountability to its ratepayers. Trustees of the NSSWD are duly elected 
o�cials and have a �duciary responsibility to consider the overall health 
and �nancial viability of the entire organization. As such, the Board must 
take a broad and strategic view of the NSSWD in both the near and long 
term. 

NSSWD has approximately $50 million in assets including land and 
pumps, pipes, buildings, tools, trucks to operate, repair and replace. 
Although the NSSWD is continuing to upgrade various parts the infrastructure 
annually, the needs far exceed the available �nancial resources. This is 
not a consequence of mismanagement but, rather, is typical within any 
municipality or local service provider when faced with capital projects 
related to water, wastewater, and transportation.

Public Infrastructure Under-Funded in All Communities 
According to a report entitled “Danger Ahead”, prepared for the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities by Saed Mirza, PHD., ING Professor of Civil 
Engineering and Applied Mechanics at McGill University, public infra-
structure has been under-funded in all communities across Canada by 
an estimated shortfall of $123 billion. This is just one of many reports on 
the issue of public infrastructure funding. The NSSWD is facing the same 
challenges as other public water suppliers across the country but, as an 
improvement district, is at an even greater funding disadvantage.

The federal and provincial governments have long recognised that the 
taxation authority of local governments does not match their responsibility 
for service delivery. As a result, senior governments have made available 
infrastructure grants and gas tax funding programs to local governments 
as mechanisms for providing �nancial assistance for capital projects.

As discussed in more detail below, the Province has, by policy, deter-
mined that the NSSWD along with all other improvement districts in the 
Province are not eligible to apply for these infrastructure grants or 
receive any funds from these programs. These infrastructure grants 
would be available to the Salt Spring Island Municipality should a 
decision be made by islanders to support incorporation. 

Gas Tax Agreement Strategic Priorities Fund 
Assists Communities
It is important to consider that NSSWD ratepayers and other SSI 
residents contribute to these funding programs via the taxes 
they pay to the provincial and federal governments and that, 
to be fair, their share of this money should be returned to the 

advantages of municipal incorporation to NSSWD ratepayers are clear, 
and the Board of Trustees believes that they have a duty to inform the 

ratepayers of those advantages, so that they are fully informed when 
they cast their individual votes on September 9

NSSWD Board Favours Incorporation
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Across BC, we are beginning 
a new chapter in public 
education—one that will 
bring an end to 15 years of 
cuts and closures.
BC teachers are working toward a 
great start to the new school year, 
but we can’t do it alone.
We need government to invest 
in full implementation of the 
Supreme Court of Canada ruling, 
without cutting existing services 
to kids. And we need school 
boards to work with us to hire the 
teachers needed to create smaller 
classes and ensure extra support 
for students who need it.
Please, join us in calling on 
trustees and district management 
to provide the information and 
political will to make the next 
school year better—for all our 
students’ sake!

A message from the Gulf Islands Teachers’ Association

Across BC, we are beginning 

Speak up
 for a great start
  to next school year!

Worker housing is key focus for 30-unit proposal

“This development looks at 
a segment of our community 
that is really struggling,” Peters-
en observed, adding the plan 
is to look at what the commu-
nity needs right now but also to 
incorporate some flexibility for 
different needs that could arise 
in the future.

Gunn drew out a rudimentary 
site plan for the 10.5-acre prop-
erty, which is divided by a steep 
ravine. Several acres including 
the ravine, a pond — source of 
the dragonflies, which were very 
much in evidence during the 
site tour after the meeting — 
and mature forests are to remain 
untouched. 

The development area is pro-
posed for about one third of the 
entire site and is to consist of 30 
strata homes under 600 square 
feet in size with individual gar-
dens and parking stalls. The co-
housing style development will 
feature shared infrastructure, a 
common building with meeting 
space and laundry, a commu-
nity garden plot and tool-share 
site, and exterior storage build-
ings. 

Modest two-bedroom homes 
are imagined to serve single 
people who are employed on 

Salt Spring. Gunn said the hous-
es will likely be prefabricated 
elsewhere, as building them on 
Salt Spring will be too costly, 
and will be shaped in order to fit 
on a flatbed truck. 

“It’s sketchy because we’re 
looking for input from the com-
munity,” Gunn said of his draft 
house design. “That’s especially 
important to us — that’s why 

this turnout is so incredible.”
While some participants were 

disappointed the project param-
eters didn’t meet other needs — 
for example, low-income retired 
seniors — the steering commit-
tee said the project is one of sev-
eral currently proposed for the 
island and will hopefully work 
in concert with those aiming to 
serve groups.

“There’s so many needs on 
this island there’s no damn way 
one project’s going to meet all of 
them,” said dos Santos, although 
he said if Dragonfly Commons is 
successful, he would like to plan 
others.

In response to questions about 
environmental building features, 
the presenters said some features 
such as heat pumps will likely 
be incorporated, but all items 
will have to be balanced against 
affordability. 

Water is one resource that 
appears to be abundant on site. 
Dos Santos said conservation will 
be required in any case, possibly 
through a user-fee model writ-
ten into the housing agreement 
for consumption above a certain 
level. Homes will also be con-
structed to allow for water catch-
ment. 

One participant at the meet-
ing voiced concern the project 
would actually increase the divide 
between the haves and have-
nots by segregating workers in an 
undesirable complex.

“Inexpensive doesn’t have to 
translate to butt-ugly. We’re going 
to be building a village that I 
would be proud to live in,” dos 
Santos responded.

“I don’t see this as exclusionary. 
I see this as building community,” 
said another member of the audi-
ence. 

Some concerns were expressed 
by Drake Road neighbours, 
including a family who lives right 
beside the development proper-
ty and whose septic field might 
be impacted by road widening. 
Increased traffic and the poor 
state of Drake Road in general is 
also a concern.

“This road is a mess and gener-
ally really dangerous,” noted one 
resident, who wondered if gov-
erning bodies would require the 
developers to fix the road and 
perhaps install a traffic light at 
Fulford-Ganges Road.

Gunn said the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
is aware of the road’s deficiencies 
and will be looking at improve-
ments, especially because another 
housing  project is planned for 
further down Drake beside Phoe-
nix Elementary School. The road 
does not currently meet rural 
standards past the intersection 
with Bonnet Avenue.

Participants at the meeting 
were invited to add further con-
cerns to a list. Another informa-
tion session is planned to take 
place in the coming months.

The development will also be 
on the Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee agenda for  June 
29. The property is currently 
zoned for two densities and 
will require rezoning to host 30 
units.

More Ganges Hill work planned

Some people would struggle to get home 
if the spot was lost, they said. The dangers 
of walking further up the hill to get a ride 
were also spoken about many times during 
the protest.

A purpose of some meetings on Fri-
day between new Saanich North and the 
Islands Green MLA Adam Olsen and gov-
erning bodies of Salt Spring was to gain 
understanding and come up with solutions 
for the place reportedly said to be unsafe 
by RCMP.

Olsen said that the meeting was produc-
tive, but noted they were not ready to make 
any decisions yet.

“We did have our meeting with MoTI 
today about that and we’re brought up to 
speed. We still have to connect with the 
RCMP to figure out that angle of it,” Olsen 
said. “It could take a number of weeks 
before anything happens.”

Williams shed light on how the idea to 
barricade traffic from pulling off the road in 
front of Embe Bakery came up. The RCMP 
brought the idea to MoTI and the barri-
cade plan was the cheapest way to ensure 

motorist safety, he said.
“Since the show of people power, there’s 

been a number of meetings and a number 
of discussions over what can and can’t be 
done.” 

Williams said Ganges Hill needs to be 
fixed and to respond to that problem, a 
CRD referendum will likely be held in 
2018. The project could also include path-
ways for pedestrians. Williams said he 
is encouraging a short-term solution to 
the spot in front of Embe Bakery that will 
be part of the plan already in place to 
improve transportation up and down the 
hill.

For the short-term fix, Williams said he 
is currently trying to pitch a “multi-pur-
pose bus and car stop” solution as part of 
an answer to two issues. “One is there are 
extensive drainage problems there . . . and 
[they] are very evident by the state of the 
gravel going down the side. The second 
problem is we know that in order to extend 
the size of the pull-out, we will need some 
kind of a retaining wall.”

A new wall to create stability in the pull-
out area is the costly part of the project, 
Williams said.

“The key thing is we’ve got to work with 
the ministry to see what standard they 
need it to be built to because it’s their road 
and [MoTI] tends to have quite a high stan-
dard in general” 

The amount of work involved in repair-
ing the road is substantial enough to need 
to pool money from multiple sources, he 
added.

As a final point, Williams said that the 
issue is on the agenda for the transporta-
tion commission’s meeting on July 26 and 
invites discussion on the topic.

“I’m [also] looking forward to inviting 
the RCMP to our meeting on the 26th,” Wil-
liams said.

“Since the show of people power, 
there’s been a number of
meetings and a number of 
discussions over what can and 
can’t be done.” 
ROBIN WILLIAMS
SSITC chair

HItCHHIKInG 
continued from 1

draGonflY
continued from 1

photo coUrtESY DrAgoNflY commoNS StEEriNg committEE

A packed house listens to plans for the new Dragonfly commons afford-
able housing development during an information session held at the 
lions hall Sunday afternoon.
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Open 
doors
I

t’s not surprising that 
Lions Hall was filled on 
Sunday afternoon as a 
new affordable housing 

development vision was shared 
with the community. 

Fernando and Tami dos Santos own 10.5 acres 
of land on Drake Road. They want to see it used for 
“owner-occupied” worker housing and are prepared to 
forego a profi t in developing it for that purpose. The dos 
Santos’ generosity is laudable and speaks to the severity 
of the affordable housing crisis on Salt Spring, as does 
the fact that 160 people came to Sunday’s meeting.  

As a couple  who are involved with the community 
and have lived on the island for some time, they have 
seen the impacts of an eroding housing stock. Finding 
appropriate and affordable housing on Salt Spring has 
not been easy for decades, but anecdotally it seems the 
lack of choice has never been so acute as it is right now. 

Those with secure 
housing on the island can 
delude themselves that the 
issue is not their problem. 
But working people, those 
with history in a place and 
those with families are at 
the heart of every commu-
nity. This week’s Driftwood 
story about a sonographer 

hired from Ontario for Lady Minto Hospital being 
unable to start work due to lack of housing is just one 
of countless others out there. Bit by bit we are losing 
our heart. 

Some people attending the Dragonfl y Commons 
meeting criticized the limited scope of the project, 
since it is not designed to accommodate low-income 
renters, for example. But other housing projects with a 
rental focus are in the works on the island, which is also 
heartening. 

The Dragonfl y Commons vision is similar to one 
raised by Norton Road property owners several years 
ago. Way back in 2003, the Elliott family proposed 
helping young families get into the housing market 
with 26 affordable, smaller homes built on their seven-
acre parcel of land. Unfortunately, after staggering 
through the Salt Spring Local Trust Committee rezon-
ing process, the project was stalled at third reading in 
2008. 

We sincerely hope that Dragonfl y Commons 
does not suffer a similar fate. 

It’s way past time for affordable housing visions 
to be translated into doors and windows that 
open for working people on Salt Spring. 

Rover’s gift-handling tips offered
At Fernwood, there is this long, beautiful red dock that 

sticks out into Trincomali Channel, inviting all to come and 
have a leisurely stroll. Before entering the gates to the dock 
there happens to be a refuse container nailed to a post and 
directly above it a doggy “doo” bag dispenser. Very purposely 
placed! 

Sorry, kids, these are not candy bags. So what does that 
happen to “doo” with this article? Let me explain.

As a school bus driver I happen to drive along Walker 
Hook Road fi ve times a day picking up or dropping off your 
children. Not much that happens along this road 
escapes my watchful eye.

 On one particular morning I was driving along, 
nearing the dock, when I noticed a rather small 
peculiar black bag (much like the ones dispensed 
at the dock), neatly tied, sitting right beside the 
road. 

As we all know, these bags have one sole pur-
pose in life. For the uninitiated, here is a brief 
explanation. Any time you take Rover for a walk 
there may be a moment or two when he decides to relieve 
himself. This is commonly referred to as “number 1” or “num-
ber 2.” Number 1 can take place anywhere and usually not a 
soul will take notice. But should Rover decide to do a number 
2, your options are limited.

If he or she decides that this is the place, then that’s it. 
Presto — a gift for all to enjoy. 

Should this take place in a less travelled area or out on the 
beach at low tide you may have the tendency to disregard the 

accompanying event. But in the well-travelled areas, here is 
what needs to be done. 

1. The “dropping” is the property of Rover’s owner. 
2. The offending deposit needs to be removed from the 

footpath. (No, you cannot kick it into the bush.) 
3. Place one of these plastic bags, provided free, over one of 

your hands (and hope the bag doesn’t break), reach down and 
scoop up the warm, moist, sticky deposit. 

4. Gently pull the bag off of your hand, turning the bag 
inside out. 

5. Now tie a knot and voila! You have it all con-
tained, ready for disposal. 

Well, back to my driving.
As I mentioned, the bag was neatly tied and 

placed beside the road, almost inviting a pass-
erby to stop and look. (Could it be something 
valuable?) 

Given the shape of the bag it was very full 
and seemed to have settled in for the long haul. 
Rover probably felt really relieved! I can only 

reason that one of the many dog walkers (I see many during 
the day and manage a smile and wave at everyone, they all 
wave back . . . nice community!) must be returning along that 
way to gather up Rover’s gift and then to deposit it back in the 
refuse container. Yep. Not much goes on that I don’t notice. 

Well, back to picking up the kids. 

The writer is a school bus driver, marine search and res-
cue volunteer and fire district trustee.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Per Svendsen

As we all know, 
these bags have 
one sole purpose 
in life.
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SALT SPRING 
SAYS
We asked: What do 
you think should 
be done with the 
hitchhiking spot in 
front of Embe Bak-
ery?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

ISLAND VOICES QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “There’s so many needs on this island 
there’s no damn way one project’s going to meet all of them.”

FERNANDO DOS SANTOS, DRAGONFLY COMMONS

Uphold island 
culture

The hitching spot at 
Embe’s must be preserved. 

As islanders, it is our 
duty to value and uphold 
the continuation of island 
culture.  This  includes 
helping others and con-
necting with others. 

How does ride-sharing 
solve multiple problems 
simultaneously?  When we 
ride-share, we have fewer 
cars on the road, which 
means less pollution, more 
available parking spots in 
Ganges and Fulford, plus 
we have a better chance 
of making that ferry. When 
we ride-share we have 
more connections with 
people and, as a result, feel 
less isolated, both driv-
ers and passengers. As a 
father of two young chil-

dren, I can’t express how 
much it means to me to 
meet someone and have a 
conversation on an adult 
level. (Priceless.) 

When we ride-share we 
are ambassadors to kind-
n e s s  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n 
because we recognize that 
the person on the side 
of the road is a person 
too. Sharing the ride helps 
one gain access to the peo-
ple and learn the nuances 
of their lifestyle, language 
and culture. Residents and 
visitors alike benefit from 
this kind of exchange.

I hitchhiked everywhere 
for years, but now that I’m 
driving I find joy in the 
opportunity to reciprocate 
the offering, and to help 
someone get where they’re 
going. 

Un petit detour?  
NATE POETKER,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Water board
inappropriate 

From my perspective as a 
ratepayer, it seems inappro-
priate and factually incor-
rect for the North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District trustees 
to support and publicly pro-
mote incorporation for Salt 
Spring Island because it is “in 
the best interests of the dis-
trict’s ratepayers” (front page 
of the Driftwood, May 31).

It is not at all clear that 
incorporation is in the best 
interests of the district’s rate-
payers. Federal and provin-
cial infrastructure funding for 
waterworks is already avail-
able through the CRD, if the 
district chose to be adminis-
tered by the CRD. Incorpora-
tion will bring higher costs 
for roads and policing that 
will inevitably lead to higher 
taxation and more develop-

ment to cover these costs, 
which in turn will put further 
demands on NSSWD. Spiral-
ling costs and demand and 
supply problems are com-
mon issues for B.C. munici-
palities. Salt Spring’s current 
system of governance mod-
erates the pace of develop-
ment and demand for ser-
vices. 

If other NSSWD ratepay-
ers agree with me that the 
water district should remain 
neutral on the controver-
sial referendum question, 
there is an online petition 
at http://www.activism.
com and search for North 
Salt Spring Waterworks. 
Please sign only if you are a 
NSSWD ratepayer.

Or email me at elizwhite@
saltspring.com for a print 
version. 
ELIZABETH WHITE, 
V E S U V I U S  B A Y  R O A D

Fire victims 
grateful

Our names are Michael 
McAllister and Lisa Spitale 
and we are writing to thank 
the many people who tried 
to save our house from 
the fire that destroyed our 
home on June 5.

In particular, we would 
like to thank our neigh-
bours Ray and Margot 
from next door, and John 
from across the bay. Had 
it not been for their quick 
response and direct action, 
the fire would probably 
have spread and burnt 
other homes and property. 

We would like to thank 
the Salt Spring fire depart-
ment. Our understanding 
is that they worked tire-
lessly for hours trying to 
combat the flames. We are 
truly appreciative.

And thank you to the 
many neighbours who 
came down during and 
after the fire to help out.

Final ly,  a  thank you 
to the many friends and 
strangers on the island 
who have gone out of their 
way to offer their support 
and kind words. It  has 
meant so much to us.

Losing one’s home in 
a circumstance like this 
is life altering — we are 
heartbroken. 

And as we prepare for 
the next phase, we are 
truly appreciative for the 
help from our neighbours, 
firefighters and friends, 
and the many kind offer-
ings of support.
MICHAEL MCALLISTER AND 
LISA SPITALE,
S U N S E T  D R I V E

MORE LETTERS  continued on 8

“Take my word for it,” Polly 
declared. “Travel while 

you still can.” 
Fifteen Victorians and two Salt 

Spring Islanders were on the 
fi rst leg of a University of Victo-
ria-sponsored three-week tour 
of Spain and Portugal. Polly was 
pontifi cating, but her words rang 
true. I’d almost talked myself into 
the idea that my travel days were 
over. 

A trip to Ireland with Murray 
and his daughter and son-in-law 
in 2007 had been diffi cult. I was 
grateful they accompanied us 
because Murray had dementia 
and in Ireland needed someone 
with him every minute. Janice 
and I have wonderful memories 
from that trip, but I’m not sure 
Murray did. Lost in each new 
hotel room, he couldn’t fi nd the 
bathroom. 

Instead of expanding his hori-
zons, that trip diminished them. 
Back home after two weeks, I felt 
he’d lost two years of indepen-
dence. Formerly able to fi nd his 
own way on errands, the world 

beyond our driveway now con-
fused him. Even at home, he 
needed someone with him every 
minute. 

“Take my word for it,” (I can 
pontifi cate just like Polly), “travel 
abroad (and perhaps not too far 
abroad at that) is not a good idea 
for people experiencing demen-
tia.” It disrupts their normal rou-
tine, and it’s that routine that is 
one of the rocks on which they 
depend to get through their day. 
So when my mother’s demen-
tia became worse and I had to 
place her in an assisted living 
residence, we spent most of our 
time (whether in person or on the 
phone) talking about the good 
old days, something she could 
still remember. 

After 10 years of caregiving, 
grieving, estate settling, moving 
and renovating, I began to think 
maybe it was time for me to sit 
back, enjoy my new surround-
ings and (dare I say it?) vegetate. 
But last December, Barb handed 
me a brochure offering a tour 
of numerous UNESCO heritage 

sites in Spain and Portugal. They 
ranged from “Roman aqueducts 
and theatres to medieval castles 
and Moorish palaces.” My moth-
er, who was a great traveller and 
had visited many parts of the 
world, once told me Spain was 
her favourite country. So I was 
hooked and agreed to be Barb’s 
travel partner. 

But I have to admit our tour 
was a physical challenge. The 
brochure announced the activ-
ity level as “moderate” and sug-
gested “participants should be in 
good health and able to endure 
some longer touring days. The 
itinerary includes walking tours, 
sometimes on uneven terrain 
and/or cobblestones and stairs.”

That was an understatement! 
Unless we were inside view-

ing the paintings in the Prado, 
one of the best art museums in 
the world, or wandering through 
the lavish rooms of royal palaces 
in Madrid, Granada and Sego-
via, or examining the libraries 
of the ancient universities of 
Salamanca in Spain and Coim-

bra in Portugal, or feeling over-
whelmed by the enormity of the 
cathedrals of Toledo, Santiago de 
Compostela and Seville, we were 
always walking on uneven ter-
rain and/or cobblestones. And 
we often climbed stairs whether 
we were inside or outside build-
ings. Almost always, there were 
hills. Except for time off for driv-
ing from one city to the next, we 
were on the go all day, every day. 
Those who wore Fitbits informed 
us that most days we were walk-
ing at least 15,000 steps; some-
times 18,000. I checked my con-
verter and discovered that’s 12 to 
13 kilometres. But if they’d told us 
that, would we have signed up?

Except for the leaders who are 
no more than midway in their 
careers as UVic profs, we were 
mostly in our late 60s or early 70s. 
Polly was the champion at age 
79, and held up remarkably well. 
I asked her how she managed. 
“Well, I like to hike,” she said. 
“And I try to keep myself phys-
ically active.” But in her many 
travels, Polly has also learned to 

pace herself, 
rarely par-
ticipating in 
events that 
aren’t on the 
offi cial schedule. In the late after-
noons or evenings, when some of 
us would try to fi t in extra shop-
ping, Polly would rest.

I didn’t and I hit brick walls a 
couple of times. Most surprising 
was the next to last evening when 
I walked the extra mile back to a 
jewellery store where every item 
was half price. I love jewellery and 
usually fi nd it impossible to pass 
up a sale, but all I could do was 
stare at the bargains. The sales-
person tried to be helpful, but 
the tourist who became known 
in Spain and Portugal for making 
split-second, unerring decisions 
on what to purchase had to limp 
back to the hotel empty-handed. 

Polly is planning a two-week 
trip around Great Britain cruise 
next month and I can’t wait to 
return to Spain. Next time, 
though, I plan to follow her advice 
and pace myself.

AGING with GRACE: Before it’s too late 

offi cial schedule. In the late after-
HELEN HINCHLIFF

BY HELEN 
HINCHLIFF

DAVE MCCLELLAN
I don’t know why they 
couldn’t pull out an extended 
shoulder there. There’s some 
green space available there so 
that people can be picked up 
at that location. 

SHILOH STILES
I think it should just remain 
the same as it’s always been 
with the signs and with peo-
ple hitching.
 

JADE WATSON
I think it should absolutely stay. 
It’s an amazing spot for people 
to stand with the sign. It works 
so well, it’s always worked. I 
think it’s really community 
based and really beautiful.

JOHN CADE
 I think that public transpor-
tation, more convenient and 
more often, is the answer ... I 
don’t think providing hitch-
hiking spots is the answer to 
a transportation problem.

JEREMY WATSON
My thought is to just maybe 
move it up to a more secure 
spot that would be a base for 
the hitchhikers and a pick-up 
spot. Almost like a bus stop, 
but for hitchhikers.
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook

For appointments call 
1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy 
Denturist

Salt Spring o�  ce located at 
Gulf Clinic

241 Lower Ganges Road

• New Dentures
•  Reline & Repairs
•  Home & Care 
 Facility Visits

ROTATE IRWIN 3 ADS

“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Got dents? We’ll straighten you out!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

yes, rotated for june 4

2nd Impressions 
Print Show

now on in 
ArtSpring lobby until June 30th

17 printmakers - 
46 original prints

chic chef
aprons

hand bags & totes
home decor

hand bags & toteshand bags & totes

B O U T I Q U E
142 Woodland Drive - 250-931-8215

Open daily - July, August, September
October - June please call & we’ll open the Studio for you.

Beat the drought!
ALL SHAPES
ALL SIZES

Call today for local distributor
1-800-661-4473

offi ce@premierplastics.com

Find the Right Plastic Tank 
for your Needs!

www.premierplastics.com

No need to fear 
change

For some illogical and hard to under-
stand reason, many of the “vote no” pro-
ponents believe that Salt Spring will lose 
its rural island nature once we vote for 
a municipal council. This is nonsense. 

The Municipality of Metchosin 
became a municipality strictly in order 
to retain its rural nature — not lose it. 
So too will Salt Spring. The fear that the 
vote no campaign is constantly lauding,  
that voting for a municipal council will 
lead to runaway development and an 
end to the rural tranquility that we all 
moved here to enjoy, has absolutely no 
factual validity. It is based wholly on a 
fear of change. 

All of the people that have chosen 
to make Salt Spring Island their home, 

old islanders and new, young families 
and retirees, farmers and artisans, have 
done so to remove themselves from 
the frantic congested lifestyle of places 
like the Lower Mainland. These same 
people, old islanders and new, yes vot-
ers and no voters, north enders and 
south enders, all Salt Spring Islanders, 
your neighbours, will be the ones sitting 
on our Salt Spring council. 

Only then will we have complete local 
control of our future destiny. Only then 
will we have a government that will com-
pletely care about Salt Spring, with an 
overseeing council to balance out and 
prioritize our needs in a fiscally responsi-
ble manner. It will be a council that will be 
able to lean on the province to help finan-
cially with our complicated needs like 
water, housing, hospital, etc. and make 
Salt Spring decisions about what is right 
for our sustained rural island lifestyles. 

We will never have run-away develop-
ment. This is our opportunity to be in 
control of our island community and to 

make it the jewel of the Gulf Islands. On 
Sept. 9 we will be given a chance to make 
a change in the way we are governed. It 
will be a change from the present dys-
functional, fiscally irresponsible concept 
of two trustees and a CRD director and 
improvement districts; a change to an 
overseeing council of islanders, capable 
of balancing and prioritizing our island 
needs in a fiscally logical manner. It will 
be a change to a governance that has the 
ability to ask for and receive the province’s 
assistance for critically needed infrastruc-
ture reform.

There is no need to fear this change. 
Instead, embrace it for the health of our 
future. 

For more information, visit the Fre-
quently Asked Questions page of the 
Yess website: http://yestosaltspringmu-
nicipality.org/faq/.  
Wayne Tepper, 
V e s u V i u s

Incorporation won’t get rid of Trust
The following is an open letter 

to the next Minister of Commu-
nity, Sport and Cultural Devel-
opment, filed with the Drift-
wood for publication. 

Dear Minister,
Re: A Request to scuttle the 

Sept. 9, 2017 Salt Spring Island  
Incorporation Referendum 

By Tom VarzelioTis
Among the briefings you will 

endure is the Salt Spring incor-
poration referendum. This ref-
erendum is unfolding on shaky 
ground and we need some time 
to “detox” after years of being 
force-fed “incorporation facts” 
and other stuff badly contami-
nated with fiction.

We need to wash out of our 
hair the more than $300,000 
worth of propaganda dumped 
on us through governance and 
incorporation studies, osten-
sibly “helping” us to “freely 
decide” to deliver our society to 
yet another layer of bureaucrats 
and politicians to enhance our 
living forever after.  

Fearing that which they have 
hitherto thrown at us may not 
swing the vote and, anxious to 
attach credibility to the process 
overall, “they” have planned a 
grand finale. A show to be per-
formed yakety-yak style by two 
trios who will perform under 
the firm control of a duet of 
maestros yearning to make us 
discern whether the villain or 
the victim in the opera is the 
misunderstood benevolent 
character. 

But let’s look at how we 
arrived where we are. I believe 
the performance of the Trust 
and its stubborn resistance to 
change, fuelled resentment and 
posed a need for relief. But the 
Trust was “imposed” upon us 
without an exit. At that time 
the people did not appreciate 
what was happening, the Trust 
was imposed and our birthright 
to govern ourselves was gone. 
Return to where we were before 
the Trust is interdict and a lame 
“Mayor-o-Cracy” is our only 
option for relief, they say. 

The Trust was the wrong 

instrument for the purpose for 
which was made. It was then 
overkill and has since morphed 
into an over-anachronism. 
The nature of the Trust attract-
ed to its ranks “saviours and 
true believers”; and because 
power corrupts; and because 
idle hands, the result of excess 
capacity, inherent to being a 
sledgehammer where a fly 
swatter would suffice, become 
the devil’s tools; the Trust has 
evolved in ways frowned upon 
by democracy.

Many of us, thankful for 
small mercies, fell for that lame 
incorporation. The movement 
grew as Trust arrogance kept on 
alienating people. Eventually 
buckets of money were spent 
on professional persuaders to 
tell us smoothly the “facts” of 
the matter. They told us that if 
we incorporate we would lose 
nothing, but would gain free-
dom from the colonial rule by 
the Trust; and that we will be 
awash with money flowing our 
way from the senior govern-
ments. In parallel, they softened 
the Trust lovers with equally 
“learned” assurances that Salt 
Spring incorporation will not 
hurt the Trust — it will only be 
a temporary nuisance, they 
said. Do not worry, be happy, 
and vote for incorporation, they 
told everyone. Now they are 
poised to take us through the 
last stretch of the course by way 
of a tightly controlled debate, to 
deliver us “entirely on our will” 
into incorporation bliss. 

They baited many of us to 
run away from the Trust with-
out ever considering the causes 
necessitating such an exodus. 
They managed to prevent us 
from considering the possibility 
of cleansing the Trust from what 
offends us, lest it contaminate 
the purity of the incorporation 
propaganda. It has been as if 
somehow some deity has cred-
ibly determined that the Trust is 
either perfect or beyond repair. 

I deem the prevailing resent-
ment for the Trust being not 
so much against the Trust as a 
concept, but against the Trust 
as it has morphed. If we restruc-

ture the Trust into a meritorious 
public body, resentment and 
distrust would yield to accep-
tance. 

No, I am not certain we can 
reform the Trust, but I know 
the Trust will never reform 
itself. The task is ours to initiate 
and execute. We must look at 
changing the Trust as a chal-
lenge, face it head on and take 
a good run at deconstructing 
and re-constructing it. For with-
out attempting that it would be 
imprudent to submit to irre-
versible incorporation. Let’s not 
cut off our nose to spite our face. 

Bickering about “Trust-o-cra-
cy vs. Mayor-o-cracy plus Trust-
o-cracy” as they are poised to 
make us do, may drag us into 
incorporation, carrying along 
substantially intact the reasons 
for our pain. The possibility of 
a misguided referendum result 
cannot be dismissed given the 
“education” they have already 
subjected us to. We now need to 
clear out our minds so we can 
think for ourselves, but “they” 
prepare to overdose us with 
“information.” What “they” 
have in store for us is conducive 
to “manufacturing consent” by 
“managing” the last lap of the 
course to referendum.

It is incumbent on us to claim 
our democratic right to set our-
selves the agenda for our soci-
ety. We should apply our ener-
gies to identifying and expos-
ing the reasons underlying the 
extensive dissatisfaction with 
the status quo — to do that is 
what democracy exists for. We 
need to come to terms with the 
causes of the public resentment 
for the Trust. For without a diag-

nosis of the malaise the cure 
can be worse than the disease. 

The harsh reality is that we 
cannot shake the Trust off our 
backs. Incorporation will leave 
us with all that we dislike in 
the Trust intact, to hurt us as 
it did in the past. Incorpora-
tion would keep us tethered to 
the Trust forever, for it would 
take the wind out of the sails of 
change.  

There was a movement afoot 
advancing the option I suggest 
we consider. It flourished in the 
early part of the decade but it 
met strong reaction from the 
top brass of the Trust. Indeed, 
there are signs of it surfacing 
again and of the Trust seeking to 
grab the reins, to put the wolf in 
charge of the lambs. 

I do not want to go over what 
“they,” the Trust, have done to 
us, if avoidable — we must look 
to the future. We must calm 
down, cleanse the propaganda 
out of our heads and seek ideas 
for delivering ourselves from 
the Trust we know and despise, 
to a new Trust designed to be 
our local government. This 
is the prime “alternative” to 
evade the fate of the system-
atic urbanization our island, 
our place under the sun and 
the rain where we have come as 
refugees from urbanism.

As we approach the half cen-
tury mark of enduring that Trust 
we are entitled to reconsider the 
concept. We can do a zero base 
consideration of the Islands 
Trust to make a vehicle to carry 
us where we wish to go.

We could easily provide for 
inclusion of the “protect and 
preserve” calling of the Trust, 
indeed I think we would not 
want it any other way. But there 
are many other aspects of liv-
ing that we must not deny our-
selves and our children. 

What we must not do is to 
hobble society with something 
bad, in our rush to escape the 
Trust as it now stands. 

The writer is a retired engi-
nee and author of the recently 
released Riparian Area Regula-
tion: Czarism in Salt Spring.

MOrE lEttErs
continued from  7
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We can do a zero 
base consideration 
of the Islands Trust 
to make a vehicle to 
carry us where we 
wish to go.
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here’s 
my card

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Kerry Chalmers
REALTOR®

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
Office: 250.537.5553

Toll-Free: 1.888.608.5553
Fax: 250.537.4288

Real Estate Division
#1101-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, BC V6K 2T8
www.pembertonhomessaltspring.com

www.saltspring-realestate.com

#2 AD

ROTATE 
DONE FOR 
june 14

We PRICE MATCH

OFF-ISLAND STORES

New Appliances

Over 40 Major

Brands

info@saltspringappliance.com
www.saltspringappliance.com

OFF-ISLAND STORES

  Salt Spring

 Appliance Sales     
250-537-5596

Peter Andress
Service for all models

Save the ferry fare!

 Phyllis Wakelyn Managing Broker

 Buying or Selling Real Estate?
Let me put my experience, contacts & 
track record of success to work for you!

Clients first & foremost
250.537.5553 or 1.888.608.5553
phyllisw.saltspring@shaw.ca

Bernard LeBlanc
FINE FUR NIT UR E & M ILLWOR K

bernardleblanc@me.com
www.bernardleblanc.com

• unique custom crafted furniture
• creative cabinetry with storage 

solutions
• luxurious & simplistic urns and 

accessories
ph/fax: 778.353.1963

cell: 250.538.7570

Open resort 
confuses

Have I been living in a paral-
lel universe? 

In 2014 it seemed, no, it was 
certain, that the proposed cot-
tage development on Bullock 
Lake was dead in the water. 

Then, two weeks ago, the 
Driftwood reported it has risen 
like the Phoenix — with 50 cot-
tages to accommodate season-
al tourists!

It’s just incredible that, at a 
time when it is almost impossi-
ble to find housing for residents 
who actually live, shop and 
work here year-round, such a 
development should, almost 
secretly, have been permitted.

Rest in peace, Friends of 
Bullock Lake supporters. You 
so tried to protect that small, 
vulnerable patch of blue.

There may be some small 
consolation for the residents 
of Cedar Lane. With new well 
usage regulations we may have 
some redress should our sys-
tem be drained this summer. 

It makes me wish for the 
good old days, back in 2014 
when residents felt they had 
a voice, played a vital role in 
the fate of the community they 
chose to live in and came to 
love.

When did it change? I must 
have been sleeping.
MARIANNE HOBBS,
C e d a r  L a n e 

Editor’s note: In 2014 the Salt 
Spring Local Trust Committee 
turned down a rezoning appli-
cation that would have legiti-
mized the 50 cottages already 
built on the site and allowed 
construction of a lodge build-
ing. The property owner always 
had the right to use the cottages 
without the rezoning approval.

Scam headline 
I recently received threaten-

ing phone calls from a man 
calling himself Ryan Smith 
purporting to represent Rev-
enue Canada and saying that I 
owed Revenue Canada money, 
which is not true. 

I saw the May 10 article about 
this in the Driftwood, but the 
headline contained the words 
“gift cards.” I’ve never bought 
nor received a gift card before 

so didn’t read it. Had the head-
line been about Revenue Cana-
da scam calls, perhaps it would 
have sharpened my mind. 

I’ve gone through the Cana-
dian Anti-fraud Centre on 
another occasion. It involved 
too much time. 

Remember, a lot of seniors 
do not use computers!
LING WESTON,
n o r t h  B e a C h  r o a d 

Small pond
I find myself in agreement 

with Peter Lamb’s assess-
ment regarding NSSWD trust-
ees endorsing incorporation 
(“Trustees should rescind pro-
incorporation statements,” 
June 7 Driftwood).

I believe it was the wrong 
thing to do. They should admit 
their mistake and rescind 
this decision. I don’t believe 
the water board’s mandate 
includes or should include 
public endorsements on refer-
endums. It speaks to their cred-
ibility, especially in a referen-
dum as important as this one, 
about deciding governance 
where further down the road 
ultimately the ratepayers and 
property owners will be doing 

the voting and paying.
It doesn’t pass the smell test. 

It could be perceived as a con-
flict of interest pro governance/
future employer. 

I would also ask where this 
motion the trustees unani-
mously supported originated? 
Who moved it on the agenda? It 
didn’t come out of thin air.

In the press release the 
chair/spokesperson in his 
attempt to justify their move 
hit all the right notes regard-
ing their due diligence for 
ratepayers. That would be in 
their mandate, and the kind of 
responsible action rate payers 
expect from their service pro-
viders. Nonetheless I feel the 
NSSWD public position in this 
matter crossed the line.

There are some “big fish” in a 
small pond here on Salt Spring. 
They are agitating for change. 
It happens everywhere. Just 
a reminder that the rest of us 
small fish in the pond need to 
live too. It’s everyone’s pond. I 
said that.

“You don’t know what you 
got till it’s gone.” Joni Mitchell 
said that.
DAvID L. MERkE,
S a L t  S p r i n g

By kAREN WRIGHT
After an intense 18 months on the 

Incorporation Study Committee, and a 
west coast road trip to reflect on what 
I heard and learned during this time, a 
picture emerged for me that helps me to 
understand the two divergent viewpoints 
within our community on the question 
of incorporation for our island. This is 
strictly a personal interpretation, but I 
thought it might be useful to share as the 
referendum approaches.

Although this is a complex issue with 
many nuances, when I sifted through 
the messages I heard during the com-
mittee’s extensive information gathering, 
they distilled into two primary themes. 
The themes were separate but not entirely 
dissimilar visions for Salt Spring. Depend-
ing on the vision, support was either for or 
against self-governance.  

The first vision was reinforced by my 
recent road trip that took me to Big Sur, 
Calif. Big Sur is a 90-mile stretch of coastal 
land that boasts an ocean-front highway 
with regular vista viewpoints to allow one 
and all to enjoy its spectacular beauty. It’s 
an area that bears many similarities to 
the Gulf Islands. It’s considered special, 
unique and has strict protections in place 
to restrict or prevent development. It’s 
unincorporated, with a small popula-
tion of about 1,000, a number that hasn’t 
changed for decades, many of whom are 
off the grid and who, I was told at one 
restaurant stop, “would do almost any-
thing, including blowing up the bridge, to 
protect the land and prevent more people 
from coming.” 

To me, this embodies the vision that I’ve 
understood from many in our community 
about the Gulf Islands, a unique and spe-
cial area that comprises many islands, Salt 
Spring Island being just one. In this vision, 
residents see themselves as “guardians,” 
responsible for keeping the land and all 
surrounding nature intact, restricting as 
much as possible the impact of the human 
footprint on all these islands. It reflects a 
belief that nature needs to be left alone to 
maintain a naturally balanced state that 
will allow it to flourish for years to come.  

In this “Guardian” vision, humanity can 
be part of this balance, in small numbers, 
living a gentle, sustainable lifestyle that 
complements the status quo. People are 
here to fly under the radar, live off the 
grid, allow nature to rule, and be grateful 
for the opportunity to make a life within 
these amazing surroundings. This like-
minded community has worked hard to 
provide the basic requirements needed to 
enjoy this existence.

As I understand it, those who hold this 
vision favour the current governance 
structure; one that focuses heavily on 
land use, drawing on perspectives from 
representatives throughout the entire 
region for decision making. Other gover-
nance is quite contentedly left distant and 
spread out, with a lack of integration that 
keeps its focus off the island, allowing Salt 
Spring to continue along unheeded, exist-
ing in a steady state, with changes made 
slowly and deliberately, if at all.

The second vision that emerged for 
me is one I refer to as the “Community” 
vision.  This is held by those who hope to 
make a life here, in an affordable, reward-
ing and vibrant community; one that 
reaches out and welcomes individuals 
and families, young and old, rich and 
poor, locals and tourists.  

They want to protect the natural beauty 
of their home, and the values that attract-
ed them here in the first place, while 
expanding the amenities that will sup-
port and encourage families to help the 
community be strong, active, healthy and 
safe. They need the ability to build and 
promote a strong, sustainable econo-
my, which will provide meaningful jobs. 
They need affordable accommodation for 
themselves and their families. 

They look to be able to carry out their 
lives here, and not have to ferry off-island 
to take part in the activities of daily living. 
They want the option to live out the rest 
of their years on their island home, hav-
ing the support and care they need for all 

stages of life.
From what I observed, holders of 

this vision see that the path to achiev-
ing a healthy, sustainable community is 
through self-governance, putting deci-
sion-making into the hands of those who 
live here, who know and understand the 
priorities of the community. They want 
to decide how their tax dollars are spent, 
and have the ability to provide a breadth 
of services, on a timely basis, to support a 
diverse, thriving community.

In my own opinion, these two visions, 
the “Guardian” vision and the “Commu-
nity” vision, are equally valid, but have 
differing needs for governance. We can 
certainly debate pros and cons, but pre-
dictions of dire consequences arising 
from one scenario or the other are, by def-
inition, speculation; the truth being that 
none of us has a crystal ball for what the 
future will hold, regardless of which path 
we choose. I believe much of the emo-
tional outpouring through this discourse 
arises out of fear that one’s own vision will 
not be upheld by the majority, leading to 
an uncertain future.  

Perhaps if we can better understand 
where our neighbours are coming from, 
we can maintain the respectful dialogue 
that has largely characterized this process 
to-date. And when a referendum reveals 
what the vision of the majority is, what-
ever the decision, we can respect the out-
come, heal any divide, and move forward 
in support of each other and the island. 

Because at the end of the day, regardless 
of the vision held, the feedback I heard 
across the board was a humble sense of 
privilege for being able to live here. Salt 
Spring Island is a place people choose to 
live, not because it’s where the jobs are, or 
because it’s affordable, but because it’s a 
magical place that reaches out and pulls 
you in. 

The writer is a resident of Salt Spring 
Island who served as a member of the 
Incorporation Study Committee in 2015-
2016, and played a central role collecting, 
reviewing, analyzing and responding to 
public feedback.

groups reflect two disparate visions
INDEPTH

MorE lEttErs 
continued from 8
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Happy Fathers Day! 
Happy Mothers Day! 

Serving Brunch from 8am until 2pm. Dinner until 9pm

arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment

Pat Webber Pottery
Spring Studio Show & Sale

Saturday & Sunday 
June 17 & 18 10am to 4pm

@ 425 Stewart Road, Salt Spring Island

www.patwebber.ca

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211

27,670*$

*MSRP of $27,670 on 2017 Forester 2.5i Base Model. MSRP includes Freight & PDI of $1,675. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2017 Forester 2.0XT Limited with technology 
package with an MSRP of $41,170 including Freight & PDI of $1,675. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See Jim 
Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. Dealer #40319.

With more safety, performance, and comfort than ever 
before, it’s easy for the new and improved 2017 Subaru 
Forester to make friends. And now with heated seats 
available in the front and rear, it’ll be hard to keep them out. 

A MAN’S BEST FRIEND’S NEW BEST FRIEND.

JPSubaruVictoria.com  |  1784 Island Highway, Victoria, BC  |  (250) 474-2211 Dealer #40319

*Pricing applies to a 2017 Crosstrek Touring with MSRP of $27,970 including Freight & PDI ($1,675). Documentation Fee ($395), Tire Levy ($25), Air Conditioning Fee ($100), taxes, license, registration, and insurance are extra. Leasing and fi nancing 
programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCC! on approved credit. Offers available until June 30, 2017. Offers are subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice. Vehicle shown solely for purpose of illustration and may 
not be equipped as shown. See Jim Pattison Subaru Victoria for complete program details. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. Dealer #40319.

When it rains, your Subaru BOXER® engine roars. 
Visit Jim Pattison 

Subaru Victoria today.

$27,470* $150*

plus tax

LEV $12,744 PLUS TAXES | STOCK # JP7394 | MODEL # HX2TP

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Eclectic Visions brings creativity into focus at exhibit
Opening event this Friday 

An annual show that’s eagerly anticipated by 
fans of photography returns to Gallery 8 on Friday, 
June 16. 

Some 70 images from approximately 30 mem-
bers of the Salt Spring Photography Club will be 
presented at the 2017 version of Eclectic Visions. 
The opening reception runs from 5 to 8 p.m.

“It is my great pleasure to host this annual exhi-
bition that celebrates the unique vision of each 
photographic artist,” said Gallery 8 owner Razali 
May in a press release. “The Salt Spring Photogra-
phy Club has accurately named the annual show. 
It is an eclectic collection of visionary photographs 
that I’m very happy to have Gallery 8 associated 
with.”

This year’s assembled collection is said to be as 
stunning as last year’s, with just as much variety 
in presentations as subject matter. Many of the 
images are digitally enhanced, merged, scaled or 
coloured. 

“Technology is rightly playing a part in the evo-
lution of visions, evidenced on the walls,” states 
the club. “However, the purist can also fi nd direct 
photos that delight and amaze both the senses and 
the heart.”

According to club president Wendy Rosier, 
“Eclectic Visions is the annual exhibition of our 
members’ collective photographic art. Here we 
share our fi nest efforts and present the audience 
with the opportunity to view and acquire these 
interesting and beautiful works in a lovely gallery 
setting. Every member of our club sees a unique 
vision and we are privileged to have as members 
some of the best of Salt Spring’s artistic commu-
nity.” 

The SSPC was founded in 2009 as a group 
intended for the exchange of ideas and technical 
knowledge regarding photography. The club cur-
rently has 125 members, representing a wide range 
of photographic knowledge and experience, from 
beginners to retired professionals.

Eclectic Visions will run at Gallery 8 until June 28. 

BOOK LAUNCH 

Ocean champions surface
Book for youth educates on 
plastic’s impacts

Salt Spring’s Michelle Mech will share 
the message of her new book at a library 
event on Tuesday, June 20. 

Mech, who has contributed countless 
hours to environmental issues in the last 
10 years, has recently published Ocean 
Champions - A Journey into Seas of Plas-
tic. The book follows Kai, Morgan and 
their new friend, Botley, as they are invited 
aboard the super submersible Spirit for an 
ocean adventure. Together they witness 
the harmful impact that plastic is having 
on ocean animals and learn about ways 
they and others can help stop plastic going 
into our oceans. When the children return 
home they take action on many fronts and 

become true “ocean champions.”
According to a library press release, 

in 2013 Mech decided to focus her work 
primarily on the oceans and on provid-
ing an educational approach towards 
keeping them healthy. She has created 
educational material in both English and 
Spanish, geared to high school students 
and also adults, addressing the major 
impacts human activities are having on 
our oceans. 

Mech said she produced Ocean Cham-
pions to educate elementary school stu-
dents about plastic in the oceans and 
change attitudes at the ground level. The 
book empowers young readers to take 
action and to educate and infl uence the 
adults in their life at the same time.

Tuesday’s event begins at 7 p.m. 
Tea, coffee and desserts will be served. 

Photos by Wendy 
Rosier, left, and 
Margaret Ann Argiro, 
above, are part of the 
2017 Eclectic Visions 
exhibition by 30 
members of the Salt 
Spring Photography 
Club.

About the club
Salt Spring Photography Club offers 

three venues for sharing ideas and 
technical knowledge. The first is the 
formal monthly meeting, convened 
the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. Meetings begin with club 
business, move to a short educational 
presentation, and are followed by a 
friendly critique and an appreciation 
session of members’ submitted pho-
tographs relating to that particular 
month’s theme.

The second venue is the website, 
where members can post their images 
and blogs and offer a critique on other 
members’ work. Lively discussions on 
the site can go beyond the technical to 
the philosophical, inspiring thought-
provoking questions and greater cre-
ative expressions.

The third venue is an informal 
weekly coffee-and-muffin gathering 
on Monday mornings at 10 a.m. in the 
golf club restaurant. Everything photo-
graphic, and sometimes entirely non-
photographic, is discussed.
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Homemaker arts elevated at ArtCraft season opener

Multimedia works offer fresh 
perspective 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

When the ideal post-war kitchen is the 
subject of an artwork it’s easy to assume 
that irony is the major player in how that 
work should be interpreted.

Our backwards glance toward the 1950s 
has been so filtered by pop culture’s com-
ics, movies and TV shows — as well as the 
more critical lens of social-historical stud-
ies — as to make it nearly impossible to 
take an exhibition of houseware products 
at face value. 

Melanie Thompson and Judith Bar-
nett, the artists featured in ArtCraft’s first 
stage showcase of the 2017 season, leave 
the irony at home and offer a different 
perspective with Mrs. Williams: Homage 
to a Homemaker, which fully celebrates 
the important duties that make a house a 
home.

Barnett and Thompson spent two years 
preparing for the show, and visitors will see 
just how much work they accomplished in 
that time. Their source of inspiration was a 
real person named Ethel Williams who was 
Barnett’s neighbour in Kitsilano, and the 
recipe box of treasures she passed on. 

Recipes form the springboard for mul-
tiple creations. These serve to elevate 
normal seeming tasks such as cooking 
and sewing with the creativity, beauty and 
respect the two artists clearly poured into 
their art. Their fresh take on how to present 
everyday materials, which are shown sort 
of in context yet shifted 90 or so metaphor-
ic degrees, further invite the viewer to look 
at these practices with new appreciation. 

For example, reproduced pages from 
a standard cookbook of the era appear 
within collages, transferred onto fabric 
and peeking out of memory boxes — sweet 
little combinations of ephemera nestled 
in card boxes that also include items such 
as photos, magazine ads, sealing rings for 
canning jars and needlepoint samples. 

Recipe cards handwritten by Mrs. Wil-
liams are another recurring motif, with 
reproductions embedded in encaustic 
beneath sewing notions for a memorable 
triptych, in one example.

The mostly forgotten arts of making 

one’s own clothing and other fabric items 
are also well represented, again in delight-
fully creative and often surprising ways. 
One wall piece carries multiple rows of 
tiny dresses folded from brightly coloured 
origami paper (every one in a different pat-
tern) clipped on cross wires with miniature 
clothes pegs. 

Human-sized dresses and aprons are 
created in unusual materials for clothing 
but cleverly reference the thrifty home-
maker’s world: an open knit of black plastic 
chicken wire with a red fringe collar makes 
for one chic option. In another, actual used 
and dried teabags form the bodice of a 
dress and ornament its filmy organza skirt, 
referencing the old method of using tea to 
dye stained fabrics a darker shade.

Placement is 
k e y  t o  e l e va t -
ing other simple 
m a t e r i a l s  a s 
well. A collection 
of recipe pages 
are rolled tightly 
into scrolls and 
displayed as  a 
w r a p p e d  b o u -
q u e t  o f  p a p e r 
in shiny square 
t i n s ,  i n  o n e 

series. In another, a deep baking pan 
becomes the frame for a wall piece fea-
turing three small embroidery hoops. 
The inherent beauty found in the com-
mon button is made manifest in three 
decorative wall pieces in the Thrift trip-
tych, in which the artists use button 
shape, colour and placement to cre-
ate compositions as effective as others 
would with paint. 

Thompson, a skilled basket-maker, 
no doubt influenced some of the works 
based on wire, such as a series of hanging 
mesh houses that cast beautifully com-
plex shadows on the nearby wall, knitted 
copper wire bowls and an apron.

The real Mrs. Williams died at the 
impressive age of 97 some years ago, but 
I can only guess she would have been 
thrilled with the ingenuity and artistry 
Barnett and Thompson have demon-
strated in her name. The show contin-
ues at Mahon Hall during ArtCraft hours 
daily through to July 5. A talk with the 
artists is scheduled for this Sunday, June 
18 at 2 p.m. 

photoS bY ElizAbEth NolAN

Recipe scrolls, left, a chicken wire dress and ‘Memory boxes’ displayed against a backdrop of origami house dresses are some of the artworks by Melanie thompson and Judith barnett at the 
Mrs. Williams show. at ArtCraft this month.

Recipes form 
the springboard 
for multiple 
creations. 
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Theatre
 Live

June 16th to 20th  Fri. 
to Tues.  7pm Sun. 

3pm matinee and 7pm

Rosencrantz 
and 
Guildenstern 
are Dead
  
1 day only Thurs. 
June 29th  3pm 
matinee and 7pm  

141 min
Rating: PG

Wed.  June 14
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Elvira Clare & OJ Clarke.
Tea a Tempo recital at All Saints. 
2:10 p.m. Free music followed 
by optional tea and treats. 
Dan Smith.
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum. 
Museum open at the Farmers’ 
Institute every Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday through 
June 30. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Gulf Islands Board of 
Education. 
Final public meeting of the 
school year. School District 64 
portable. 1 p.m.
Songjam. 
Pub-style singalong to the 
soundtrack of our lives. Moby’s 
Pub. 8 p.m.

Thu.  June 15
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Kaizenjammers. 
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.
Mística. 
Victoria Ska Society presents 
reggae band from Medellin, 
Columbia. Moby’s. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day. 
Free educational event with 
presenters about elder abuse. 
Salt Spring Public Library. 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Thu.  June 15
  ACTIVITIES

Bittancourt House Museum. 
See Wednesday’s listing. 
SSI Community Economic 
Development Commission. 
Regular business meeting. 
Portlock Park Portable. 4 to 6 p.m.
2015 - It Was a Very Big Year 
- Birding Presentation. 
Birder extraordinaire Ann 
Nightingale gives presenta-
tion about her attempt to set 
a Vancouver Island birding 
record. SS Public Library. 7 p.m. 
(Postponed from previously 
scheduled date in May.)

Fri.  June 16
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Toes - Dance Arts on Salt 
Spring. A fun evening show-
casing some awesome and 
stellar achievement in dance art 
on Salt Spring Island by local 
students of ballet and guests. 
ArtSpring. 7 p.m. 
Pitchfork Social - Eric Taylor. 
Concert at Bullock Lake Farm. 
7:30 p.m. show. Dinner sales 
from 5:30 p.m.
Carmanah. 
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m. 
Doug + the Thugs. 
Live music at the Legion start-
ing at 7:15 p.m.  
Perro Bravo and Burnt. Live 
bands from San Francisco and 
Long Beach. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES  
Bittancourt House Museum. 
See Wednesday’s listing. 

Fri.  June 16
  ACTIVITIES

June StoryWalk. Self-led walk 
starts at the library, goes through 
Mouat Park, and ends at Rainbow 
Road Pool. 10 a.m. 
Rotary Club BBQ. Famous 
Rotary hamburgers and hot dogs 
are back on Fridays at the Country 
Grocer parking lot in partnership 
with community groups. 11 a.m. 
until 3 p.m.
Art Show Opening- Eclectic 
Visions. Salt Spring Photography 
Club show at Gallery 8. 5 to 8 p.m. 
Moby’s Fishing Derby. 
Registration at 6 p.m. Calcutta 
auction at 7 p.m.

Sat.  June 17
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Brent Shindell. Live music at 
the Tree House Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m. 
Rossi Gang on The Rock. Jazz 
band from Vancouver visits the 
Legion. Doors 7:30, swing dance 
lesson at 8, music 9 p.m. to 
midnight.  
Skampida. Reggae fusion band 
from Colombia at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES  
Saturday Market in the Park. 
Locally produced crafts, foods 
and produce at famous event 
in Centennial Park. 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m.
Toddler Time at the Library. 
Stories, songs, rhymes and 
games best suited to kids aged 
3 and under. Saturdays at the 
Salt Spring Public Library in the 
children’s corner. 10:30 a.m. 

Sat.  June 17
  ACTIVITIES

Family StoryTime in the Park. 
Join Salt Spring Public Library pro-
gram for ages 3 to 6 at Centennial 
Park. Parental supervision 
required. 12 noon to 12:45 p.m.
Cob Bench Workshop/Work 
Party.  Dried cob will be plas-
tered to create a smooth finish, 
and decorative elements added 
to garden area. Salt Spring 
Elementary. 9 a.m. to noon.
Moby’s Fishing Derby. 
Official weigh in from 5 to 6 p.m. 

Sun.  June 18
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Monik Nordine Trio. 
Launch of new jazz album at 
Moby’s Pub. 7 to 10 p.m.
Ramesh Meyers. 
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Father’s Day Triathlon. 
Seventh annual event at 
Rainbow Road Pool and around 
Ganges. Registration at the 
pool at 9 a.m. Adult race starts 
at 10:30 a.m., kids’ race starts 
at noon.
National Aboriginal Day 
Cultural Gathering. 
Celebrate and learn about Coast 
Salish culture and traditions 
at Xwaaqw’um (Burgoyne 
Bay) beach. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
including potluck lunch. Bring 
plates, etc. 
Father’s Day Dart Tourney. 
Men’s only event at the Legion. 
12 noon.

Sun.  June 18
  ACTIVITIES

Exercising Control Over 
Arthritis. Free workshop pre-
sented by the Arthritis Society. 
Salt Spring Public Library. 1 to 
3 p.m. Pre-register at 1-877-
414-7766.

Artists’ Talk - Judith Barnett 
and Melanie Thompson. 
Creators of Mrs. Williams show 
at ArtCraft discuss work. Mahon 
Hall. 2 p.m. 
Judy McPhee Art Show 
Opening.
 Fernwood Road Cafe hosts 
Images in Still Life exhibition 
of work by photographer Judy 
McPhee with reception from 2 
to 4 p.m. 
Moby’s Fishing Derby.
Final weigh-in. 12:30-1 p.m. 
Plus lunch, auction and prizes.

Mon.  June 19
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Vaughn Fulford. 
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
SSI Parks and Recreation 
Commission. 
Regular business meeting. 
Portlock Park Portable. 5 to 7 
p.m.
SSI Fire Protection District.
Board of trustees’ meeting. 
United Church lower hall. 7 p.m.

Tue.  June 20
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic with David 
Jacquest. 
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Buddhist Principles, 
Understanding and 
Practices. 
Heather Martin leads session 
at the Star of the Sea Centre 
for Spiritual Living and Practice 
at St. Mary’s church in Fulford. 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pre-register 
at 250-537-2171 or email ssan-
glican@shaw.ca.

Tuesday Farmers’ Market.
Local, organic food producers 
and food artisans offer goods 
every Tuesday from June 
through September. Centennial 
Park. 2 to 6 p.m.
Trivia Tuesday. 
At Moby’s Pub. 7 to 9:30 p.m.
‘Salt Spring Island Roads’ 
Show. 
PowerPoint presentation of 
well-researched facts and 
figures about local roads, to 
get clear on costs and concerns 
ahead of incorporation referen-
dum. Lions Hall. 7 p.m.
Michelle Mech Book Launch. 
Local author presents: Ocean 
Champions - A Journey into 
Seas of Plastic, a book for young 
readers about plastic in the 
oceans and changing attitudes 
at the ground level. Salt Spring 
Library. 7 p.m.

Wed.  June 21
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo. 
Recital features violinist 
Natasha Hall from London and 
pianist Yoomi Kim from Victoria. 
All Saints. 2:10 p.m. Free or 
by-donation recital followed by 
optional tea and treats.
Gene Grooms. 
Live music at the Tree House 
Cafe. 7 to 10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
‘Salt Spring Island Roads’ 
Show.  See Tuesday’s listing 
except it takes place at Fulford 
Hall. 7 p.m.
Strawberry Tea. 
Celebrate the strawberry 
harvest, summer solstice and 
National Aboriginal Day at Salt 
Spring Seniors. 1 p.m.  

Salt Spring Abattoir Society 
AGM. 
Annual general meeting at the 
SS Farmers’ Institute. 7 p.m.
Salt Spring Digital. 
People working in digital fields 
meet at the Legion. 6-8:30 p.m.
Songjam. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 

  CINEMA

• Wonder Woman — An Amazon princess finds her idyllic life interrupted 
when she rescues a pilot who crash-lands nearby. World War I is engulfing the 
planet, and she vows to use her superpowers to restore peace.
• National Theatre Live’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead 
— Against the backdrop of Hamlet, two hapless characters take centre 
stage. They stumble their way in and out of Shakespeare’s iconic drama, 
increasingly out of their depth as their version of the story unfolds. One day 
only: Thursday, June 29 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Reserve tickets at thefritz@
hotmail.ca. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Eclectic Visions 2017, an exhibit of work by 30 SS Photography Club 
members, opens at Gallery 8 on Friday, June 16 from 5 to 8 p.m. and runs 
daily through June 28. 
• Pat Webber Pottery holds a spring show and sale titled Listen Carefully! 
at her studio at 425 Stewart Rd. Sat.-Sun., June 17-18 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Photographer Judy McPhee shows Images in Still Life at Fernwood 
Road Cafe beginning Sunday, June 18 with a meet-the-artist reception 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Show continues to July 15. 
• ArtCraft, the Salt Spring Arts Council’s annual show and sale of work 
by Gulf Islands artisans, runs daily at Mahon Hall from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The first Showcase exhibition of the year is Mrs. Williams: Homage to a 
Homemaker, with work by Melanie Thompson and Judith Barnett. 
• Salty Pear Gallery is now open at 279 Rainbow Rd. with an exhibition of 
recent work by photographer Stasia Garraway. 
• Nueseum is an exhibition of 15 artists working in different media show-
ing at Pod Contemporary until July 8. 
• Jeremy Borsos presents Castaways at Fault Line Projects until June 28.
• 2nd Impressions Print Show runs in the ArtSpring lobby until June 
30, featuring 40-plus original prints by members of the Salt Spring 
Painters Guild Printmakers Group. 

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 10pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

Tour des Iles
Visit the rest of the Gulf Islands  
and host visitors on Salt Spring

June 23rd–25th

Info: www.gulfislands.org

Saltspring Driftwood Ad June 14  What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

  EXHIBITIONS

• Kizmit Galeria and Cafe shows the paintings of Carmen Profitt, 
Stephen Lockhart and Mikaela Heydemann through June during busi-
ness hours, Thursday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Ripple Effect 1 - Making Art Work for the Salish Sea is an exhibit of work 
by 27 artists at Salt Spring Gallery running until June 25. 
• Duthie Gallery presents Imprints 2017, woodcuts, linocuts, etchings and 
mixed-media prints beginning with the opening reception for exhibit of work 
by Richard York, Nora Layard, Gillian McConnell, Catherine Tam and 
Arnold Shives through June 27.
• M.C. Benmore shows photographs in her Salt Spring Goddess series in the 
hallway at  the Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.
• Judy McPhee shows photographs with a theme of automobiles at Embe 
Bakery’s sandwich shop. 

3 p.m. Pre-register at 1-877-
414-7766.
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TREASURE FAIR GALA & LIVE AUCTION
Auctioneer Chris Humphreys

SAT JULY 15  7:00 PM

17   Annual
Gala Weekend

th

TREASURE FAIR SILENT AUCTION
THURS JULY 13 to SAT JULY 15

10:00 AM - 7:30 PM

DANIEL LAPP TRIO
World-Renowned Folk Fiddle Musician

FRI JULY 14  7:30 PM

Auction Catalogue
www.artspring.ca

expert ADVICE 250-537-9933 or 
sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM 

To be a parT of This popular feaTure!

 
Fitness Expert

BRENDA
AKERMAN

3.25” x 4.25”

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

Is joint surgery 
in your future?

Aqua fit is the best way to prepare your body 
for the upper body strength needed for recovery, 
according to Maggie W. And post op, Aqua fit 
provides the low impact, high resistance exercise 
to strengthen and ease your new joint. Maggie 
says,” Aqua fit is helping make my new hip a 
working part of me. Thank you Brenda”

So if you are waiting for a hip or knee 
replacement or recovering from surgery  check 
with your doctor and if all is well come join us 
at the pool you will notice what a difference the 
water can make you feel.

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









Lets avoid vacation 
breakdowns this summer.

While your vehicle is in for its regular 
service have belts hoses and coolant 
checked.

Your tires will be working extra hard on the hot pavement - 
have pressures and wear checked regularly. Beware of slippery 
roads after the first rain following a dry spell. Deposits of tire 
dust, oil drippings etc. can make for an extremely slippery 
surface until the debris is washed away.

 Worn brakes will overheat sooner than a well maintained 
braking system resulting in far less stopping power. Ask for a 
complete brake inspection at your next service.

Transmissions and differentials should have their oils 
changed regularly and now would be a good time if they 
haven’t been done recently.

Remember, maintenance repairs are cheaper than 
breakdown repairs. Drive Safe, Gyle

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson

Comparing homes with similar attributes 
can provide valuable insights. Consider the 
age of the: roof, decks, septic field, appliances and “deferred 
maintenance”. How dated are the bathrooms and kitchen and 
flooring? Would you want to replace them? The cost of replacing 
each of these items could be considerable. Make up a comparison 
chart accounting for these differences.

When planning a second viewing, ASK FOR AN INFO 
PACKAGE & PERMISSION TO TAKE PHOTOS. Take notes. 
Identify chattels that you may wish to have included such as: 
window coverings, appliances and their brand name, built in 
vacuum and/or hot tub accessories, shelving, firewood on hand, 
riding lawn mower, water filters, garden sheds, building plans, etc. 
Note what items are excluded on the feature sheet to assist you in 
making plans for replacing. Then you will likely conclude that...

The most affordable home is rarely the lowest priced home!

Buyers: How to compare 
prices and value?

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

janmacpherson@gmail.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2 0 1 6

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2016 (VREB)
TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2016 based on highest number of 

listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

CHAIRMAN’S
Club

Now Seeking Treasures

To donate:  778.353.0014 or terri.artspring@gmail.com 

JaZZ 

Nordine trio launches new album at Salt Spring event
The Old-New Town 
marked Sunday 

Moby’s Pub is the place 
to be for jazz fans this Sun-
day, June 18 as the Monik 
Nordine Trio celebrates a 
new album. 

C a l l e d  T h e  O l d - Ne w 
Town, it features Nordine 
on saxophone and vocals, 
Brent  Jar vis  on Fender 
Rhodes piano and Bruce 
Meikle on bass. 

The album is Nordine’s 
t h i rd  a s  a  l e a d e r  a n d 
described in press material 
as “her most accomplished 
work to date.” It recent-
ly received a mention in 

Downbeat Magazine, which 
is one of the most presti-
gious jazz publications.  

The Old-New Town is 
dedicated to Nordine’s for-
mer mentor, professor Jan 
Jarczyk of McGill Univer-
sity. Most of the recording 
features Nordine’s compo-
sitions, with a few excep-
tions, such as the standard 
Body and Soul.  

No rd i n e  i s  f r o m  Sa l t 
Spring Island but now lives 
in Victoria. 

The trio has been work-
ing together for a year and 
has performed in venues 
in Victoria and across Van-
couver Island.  

“All three musicians are 

e x c e p t i o n a l  i n s t r u -
mental ists  and have 
a history of perform-
i n g  t o g e t h e r,  w h i c h 
i n f u s e s  a n  i n t i m a c y 
to the music and an 
ease  of  communica-
tion,” explains a press 

release. “They have all 
performed across Can-
ada and abroad with 
o t h e r  g ro u p s  i n  t h e 
past and look forward 
to performing on Salt 
Spring.”

Music starts at 7 p.m.

tEa a tEMPo

Natasha Hall and Yoomi Kim set to thrill 
Mozart, Prokofiev 
and Strauss on 
program 

BY MUSIC MAKERS OF THE 
ANGLICAN PARISH

Music Makers is thrilled 
to host a recital with two 
extremely talented performers 
at Tea à Tempo on Wednesday, 
June 21.

Violinist Natasha Hall and 
pianist Yoomi Kim are based 
miles apart at this time in their 
careers, but as undaunted pro-
fessionals they have prepared 
an intimate program of music 
by Mozart, Prokofiev and Rich-
ard Strauss to play together in 
All Saints By-the Sea.

Hall is a Canadian violinist 
currently based in London, 

U.K. As a freelance musician, 
she plays recitals and concerts 
wherever possible and, as an 
orchestral musician, performs 
regularly with the English 
Chamber and Royal Philhar-
monic Orchestras. She has also 
raised over $25,000 for charity 
through benefit performances.

Hall attended the academy 
for gifted youth at the Mount 
Royal University, Calgary, has 
studied at the Manhattan 
School of Music in New York, 
taken part in the Young Art-
ists Program in Ottawa under 
Pinchas Zukerman and has 
had private studies through 
the University of Cambridge, in 
England, and private coaching 
in London with So-Ock Kim 
and Roman Simovic. 

It is our good fortune that 
Chemainus Classical Concerts 

offered Hall a recital in June, 
and her visit to Salt Spring is 
part of a series of performanc-
es planned during her visit to 
Canada.

Kim is currently based in 
Victoria as a pianist, conductor 
and composer. She received 
the Doctor of Musical Arts 
degree in Piano Performance 
at the University of Cincin-
nati where she also completed 
her Master of Music degree 
in Conducting with choral 
emphasis. She holds a cognate 
degree in Composition from 
the University of Cincinnati 
and a Bachelor and Master of 
Music degrees in Piano Perfor-
mance from the Peabody Con-
servatory of Johns Hopkins 
University and the University 
of Montreal respectively.

Kim has participated in 

a number of international 
orchestral conducting master-
classes and has had the oppor-
tunity to conduct the Berlin 
Sinfonietta and Budapest Sym-
phony Orchestra MAV.

Wednesday’s recital is an 
opportunity not to be missed, 
where music lovers will be 
treated to Mozart’s graceful 
Rondo in C, written for a soi-
rée hosted in 1781 in Vienna 
by the Prince-Archbishop of 
Salzburg; Five Melodies by 
Sergei Prokofiev, with their 
bewitching simplicity and 
directness; and the meltingly 
beautiful second movement 
of the Violin Sonata in E flat by 
Richard Strauss.

The music begins at 2:10 
p.m. with admission by dona-
tion, followed by optional tea 
and treats.

PhOTO cOUrTESY MONik NOrDiNE

From left, Bruce Meikle, Monik Nordine and Brent Jarvis.
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Abran Labine
Fire Technician / ASTT Certified

250 538 2217
www.saltspringfireprotection.com

Will be at the Centennial Dock 
on June 24th, 8:30am-5:30pm

for inspection of Marine & Household fire extinguishers

SCHOOLS

Phoenix water catchment inspires community help
System set for summer garden care

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

End-of-the-year excitement is ramping up 
at Phoenix Elementary School, with students 
needing outlets to deal with their extra energy 
and staff happy to find options outdoors.

The school garden is one opportunity where 
energy-burning and education happily meet 
through the school year. The garden has already 
provided several meals featuring kale this 
spring, and last Thursday’s snack featured a 
kale and garlic scape pesto. Upcoming produce 
delights will include strawberries, peas, lettuce, 
radishes and greens. 

Although school will be out for the summer 
on June 29, the fruits and veggies that students 
have helped plant and grow will continue to 
need tending. This year that will be easier for 
parent volunteers to accomplish thanks to a 
brand-new water catchment system that was 
funded and installed with help from many local 
sources. 

“Without the community pulling together, 
that wouldn’t have happened,” said teacher 
Mary Greenwood, who oversees the garden 
program.

Building the new water catchment 
system involved repurposing an 
existing outbuilding and replacing 
the roof with metal roofing sheets. 
Collection from the roof runs to two 
storage tanks, with a hose that in turn 
reaches the garden.

The school was able to get start-
ed with plans thanks to a $3,500 
grant from the Salt Spring Founda-
tion. Response to a Driftwood article 
helped pique the interest of Windsor 
Plywood’s Ken Marr, who walked over 
to the school one day to offer his help. 

Greenwood said Windsor carried 
through with deep discounts on 
materials and help from staffer Peter 
Clarke. Marr also put her in touch 
with local water catchment specialist 
Matt Nowell, who helped perfect the 
design.

“I’m really a neophyte. I was making 
sketches, and I have a water catch-
ment system at home, but I didn’t 

build it,” Greenwood said. 
Phoenix parent Damien Barstead 

was another key player who helped 
put the new roofing on, fit piping 
together and was generous with his 
tools during a work party of com-
munity members and parents (which 
happened during pouring with rain). 
Barstead also put Greenwood in touch 
with Charles Gosset, who donated 
time on his bobcat to clear the tank 
site, while Ian Marcotte lent his time 
and truck to deliver gravel donated 
by Jason Fraser of Hawthorne Hill. 
Phoenix School educational assistant 
Susan Garside and her husband Mike 
also provided tools and labour.  

P h o e n i x  k i d s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d 
throughout the process in the less 
technical steps, while learning was 
ongoing. Greenwood said kids now 
understand why metal roofing has to 
be used instead of asphalt, for exam-
ple, and how mulching helps gar-

deners use less water by decreasing 
evaporation. 

The school also had enough money 
to purchase the wood needed to build 
a new 12-by 4-foot bed, which is get-
ting the lasagna technique and will 
be ready for sowing potatoes by next 
year.

“The kids can understand how 
composting works in real  time,” 
Greenwood noted.

Greenwood said there’s just enough 
money left in the account to buy the 
final hose connector. 

“With this weather, we’ve already 
got water in the tanks, so the system’s 
working,” she said. “Huge thanks to 
our supporters and just a generous, 
generous community.”

As one final wish, Greenwood said 
if anyone has a couple of loads of 
bark mulch they would like to get 
rid of, the garden would gratefully 
accept it. 

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012 
101 - 164 Kings Lane

 nexgenhearing.com
Registered under the College of Speech and Hearing Health Professionals of BC

(you look 
very nice 

today dear)

“Chew hook 
hairy lice to 

date ear?”

Schedule a Free Hearing Test today!

Model shown does not necessarily have a hearing loss

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Phoenix Elementary School’s intermediate class strikes a pose around two storage tanks that are part of their new rainwater 
catchment system, which will help volunteers maintain the school garden through the summer.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 

Web link connects players with results
Good intentions 
restored 

BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

We all know the eventu-
al destination of the road 
which is paved with good 
intentions, right? Well, the 
intention in the last report 
was to give the link to the 
new website for  bridge 
results, but unfortunately 

the .ca ending was left off so 
trying to use it ended up in 
the hell of “Problem loading 
page, Server Not Found.” So 
here is the complete link: 
s s i d u p l i c a t e b r i d g e c l u b.
blogspot.ca - no hyphens 
or spaces.

The six full  tables on 
sunny May 29 had good 
intentions too, and it was 

Jeff Bell and Prem Margo-
lese who fulfilled theirs the 
best, with Patricia Brown 
and Zelly Taylor coming 
second. Third place went 
to Trinlay MacPhee and Ted 
Bartrim, with Oleh Mycyk 
and Ron Hall in the fourth 
spot while Jonathan Chil-
vers and April Wright came 
fifth.

June 5 saw five and a 
half tables, and it was a 
sunny day too, even beam-
ing down after dark on the 

Brown-Taylor pair as they 
earned first place, with the 
Bell-Margolese partners in 
the second spot. George 
Laundry and Terry Clem-
ent came third, then Patrica 
Hewett and Bob Morrisette 
occupied fourth place. May 
everyone’s good intentions 
come to fruition in the 
future.

For  info  about  these 
g a m e s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t 
George Laundry at 250-653-
9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.

BRIDGETRICKS
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Research demonstrates that the majority of 
older adults are very healthy, active, and 
contributing to their communities through 

volunteering, leisure activities, and financial support 
of all age groups within our communities in one way 
or another.

While these active citizens usually have personal 
control over their lives, as well as having supportive 
networks of family and friends, there are others who 
face a different reality. Some older individuals face a 
life of social isolation, not by their choosing but due 
to life’s circumstances. Regrettably, there are those 
who are isolated deliberately or controlled by others, 
limiting their human right to live in dignity. This 
persistent social issue, known as abuse and neglect 
of older people, is a phenomenon that has received 

attention in Canada since the 1990s although in many 
communities it is still a somewhat invisible problem.

The broad types of abuse are physical, emotional, 
and financial that range in severity; neglect may be 
unintentional or intentional ranging from discomfort 
to death. We often think that it is strangers who 
cause such suffering, but in fact, many studies define 
abuse and neglect as perpetuated by “persons in a 
relationship of trust”. Some abuse or neglect exists 
within the home, some situations occur through the 
provision of services for older people, and in care 
facilities. It also exists at the individual, institutional, 
and societal levels. Conservatively estimated, abuse 
has been determined to affect between four and 10 
per cent of older adults. With the anticipated growth 
of the population, there will be even more people 

suffering from abuse and neglect in the future.
The International Network for the Prevention of 

Abuse and Neglect designated June 15 as an annual 
date to raise awareness of this societal issue. The BC 
Community Response Networks, the main sponsor 
of this event, focuses on education and prevention. 
On Thursday, June 15, our community is invited to 
recognize World Elder Abuse Awareness Day at the 
Salt Spring Public Library from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
This is a free event and open to health and social 
service workers, and the general public. It will involve 
presenters, participant discussion of the issue, and 
focus on how our community can be engaged in 
education and prevention of abuse and neglect of 
older adults. Please wear purple as a sign of support 
of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.

Independent and assisted 
living choices for today’s senior

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
by THE TIDMAN GROUP

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney  l  250.656.8827  l  www.welcometopeninsula.ca

Shot on location at Peninsula at Norgarden

Newly 
acquainted 
Eileen and 
Joyce share 
piano keys 
and laughter. 

Life is 
joyful 
here.

Ask our residents:

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day – June 15

Seniors Program 

SENIORS WELLNESS OFFICE,

129 Hereford Ave.
CALL 250-537-4607 FOR MORE INFO
Open 10am - 2pm Monday through Friday

World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day

June 15, 2017
Salt Spring Island Public Library 10am-12:30pm

• Raise awareness and learn about abuse 
and neglect of older people

• Salt Spring Community Response Network
• Community Resources

• Panel/presenters/discussion

Please register at 
250-537-4607 Seniors’ Wellness

Salt Spring Island Public Library 10am-12:30pm

FOCUS ON SENIORSSALT 
SPRING

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS POPULAR 
MONTHLY FEATURE CONTACT 250-537-9933

faItH 

Star of the Sea centre hosts day-long Buddhist event
One of several planned at St. 
Mary’s church

The Anglican Parish of Salt Spring Island 
is turning towards new horizons with its Star 
of the Sea Centre for Spiritual Living and 
Practice. 

The centre will be based in St. Mary’s 
church, which is located across from Ful-
ford Hall. “This charming historic place of 
worship is enjoying refurbishment, which is 
already transforming the space for a number 
of uses,” explains a parish press release.

“The vision for Star of the Sea is to provide 

a sanctuary for the exploration of a focused 
spiritual life through multiple approaches, 
with the opportunity to find education, inspi-
ration and community building under the 
guidance of leaders in a variety of faith tra-
ditions. Already in the early stages of devel-
opment, monthly quiet mornings have 
taken place since last fall and continue to be 
planned for the remaining year together with 
more extensive programs.” 

The first day-long event was a well-attend-
ed retreat led by Christopher and Heath-
er Page of Victoria, which focused on the 
practice of Centering Prayer. Then Candace 
Cole, a certified mindfulness facilitator, held 

a workshop in March.
Next is a session led by Heather Martin, 

a leader and teacher in Salt Spring’s Bud-
dhist community, slated for Tuesday, June 20 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Martin will introduce 
early Buddhist principles, understanding and 
practices, which gave birth to the mindful-
ness movement. 

“The radical and simple approach of Bud-
dhist practices enables a rich way of living our 
lives, emphasizing kindness, calm, collect-
edness and non-reactivity. Heather Martin 
will address how our minds are our greatest 
friends and greatest enemies, and explore 
the implications of spiritual practice on our 

relationships, our communities, our society 
and more.”

Registration is required for the event. Par-
ticipants should bring a bag lunch. 

For more information and registration, 
contact the Anglican Parish office at 250-537-
2171 or email ssanglican@shaw.ca.

Further events planned include a work-
shop on June 28 led by Dr. Martin Brokenleg, 
most recently director of native ministries 
and professor of First Nations theology at the 
Vancouver School of Theology. The general 
theme will be “reconciliation.” On July 19, a 
retreat led by Bill Tarter will focus on the spiri-
tuality of St. Francis and Franciscans.
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A Day in the Life
We want photographers to send us their photos for our  

2016 Day in the Life of Salt Spring Island publication. 
Just register in advance by sending an email to editor Gail Sjuberg

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
and you will receive details about how to submit.

Photos must be taken between 5 a.m. on Tuesday, June 21 
and 5 a.m. on Wednesday, June 22. 
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CANADA 150

Small kids get big voice presenting Canada 150 song
Still time to join exciting 
choral project

By SEAN HITREC
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Some 150 kids will be a focus of 
upcoming Canada Day celebrations 
on Salt Spring with a new multi-
culturally inspired song called The 
Future created by Canadian folk 
singer Valdy.

July 1 events on the island include 
a visit from Saanich and the Islands 
MP Elizabeth May, fireworks, a cake 
walk and an antique and collectors 
car show. However, this year there 
will also be a unique activity for kids 
to get involved in. The 150-children 
choir, which is still looking for par-
ticipants aged six to 18, will pres-
ent a special song written by Valdy. 
Aptly titled The Future, the tune is 
meant to send a positive message to 
the future of Canada.

“This song has been created to 
empower children, to give them a 
small voice, allowing them to claim 
ownership and stewardship over 
the planet as they grow,” Valdy said.

A Salt Spring resident who has 
been performing since the early 

1970s, Valdy said he cannot take full 
credit as he collaborated with chil-
dren for parts of the song and the 

project was coordinated by local 
choral singer Dion Hackett.

“Salt Spring kids helped with the 

expression of the song. They took 
the parts [that I wrote] and they 
added harmonies,” Valdy said. “The 
song is part of the project that Dion 
[Hackett] started. His goal will be 
to have gathered as many voices 
from as many different parts of the 
world.”

Hackett, the project coordina-
tor, is enthusiastic about the event. 
He is working on adding a cultural 
exchange between a group of First 
Nations children and the partici-
pants in the choir and has other 
activities planned.

“It’s such a beautiful thing,” 
Hackett said. “I really want to 
speak to the fact of the energy of 
love that has helped bring this con-
cept together to a reality.”

For Hackett, the song is not just 
about the future but also about 
the past.

“[The song] ‘The Future,’ as I see 
it, is celebrating the 150 years of 
a rich history — celebrating and 
reflecting and also looking to what 
the next 150 years are going to be,” 
Hackett said. “Why is it that the 
[next generation] who are going to 
be impacted the most by chang-
es to our environment have the 

least amount of voice? So maybe 
through song they can have a 
voice.”

Hackett reflected on the experi-
ence of singing words that others 
have sang before and hoped that 
if The Future is sung by others as 
time goes on it will have a positive 
impact.

“Being a singer on the island 
here with various choirs, I’m 
always completely fascinated by 
the idea when I sing a piece and 
I think about all the people who 
have sang it before me,” he said.

Funding for the project was 
provided by the Salt Spring Island 
Foundation and the Community 
Foundations of Canada, as well as 
various other donors.

Viva Chorale’s director Caroni 
Young is leading the choir. 

Children are encouraged to come 
out for the next rehearsal in the 
lower hall of All Saints By-the-Sea 
on Friday, June 16 from 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m. Rehearsals also take place 
there on June 24 and 30. 

For more information or to par-
ticipate in the project, email Hackett 
at dionhackett@shaw.ca or Young at 
caroni.young@gmail.com. 

Photo bY SEAN hitrEc

caroni Young leads children at initial rehearsal for the Future song.

sOCIAL HEALTH 

Dialogue about sexual assault, consent issues to continue
SWoVA project moves into 
next phase 

By GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

When SWOVA undertook its project about 
Gulf Islands consent and sexual assault issues 
beginning in 2015, members of the local non-
profit group had little idea about what kind 
of information they would uncover or what 
would occur as a result.  

But with release of its report titled Con-
sent and Sexual Assault in the Southern Gulf 
Islands - Prevention and Response earlier this 
spring, the way ahead is now quite clear. 

“SWOVA has been fortunate to have the 
financial support of the Status of Women 
Canada to engage in this in-depth and col-
laborative process to better understand and 
respond to the issues around consent and 
sexual assault in our Southern Gulf Islands 
Community,” said SWOVA executive director 
Kiran Dhingra.   

The report lays out 25 recommendations, 
ranging from developing new educational 
materials to involving men and boys in more 
prevention events to hiring of a sexual assault 
advocate. 

According to the report, the advocate 
would “understand trauma-informed best 
practice models to provide support, connect 
clients to resources and advocate on behalf of 
youth or adults who have experienced sexual 
violence.” 

Project coordinator Sharyn Carroll said 
SWOVA is working on finding funding for the 
advocate position. 

Co-operation with Gulf Islands social ser-
vice agencies is also key to making changes, 
she said.

The report recommends that relevant sta-
tistics on sexual assault be collected, follow-
ing an agreed-upon protocol. Several agen-
cies would be involved, including Island 
Women Against Violence and the Transition 
House, Salt Spring Island Community Servic-
es, the RCMP and Island Health. That process 
has already begun with full co-operation, said 
Carroll. 

“There is a strong collaborative effort that 
exists within the agencies in the island com-
munities,” she said. “Everyone is on board 
with doing what they can within their fund-
ing restraints. It really shows how important 
tackling this issue is.” 

“Many [SWOVA project survey] respon-
dents made the point, explicitly or implicitly, 

that although improved services are urgent 
and tend to attract a lot of focus, in the long 
run, prevention at the level of individual edu-
cation and skill development as well as broad 
social awareness and fundamental social 
behavioural change is what will really make 
the biggest difference in achieving a culture 
of sexual safety.” 

Carroll said increased dialogue within the 
community should be a major part of preven-
tion activities. 

Dialogue needs to occur in a variety of 
ways, she said. One example is a recent multi-
aged young women’s summit on the topic of 
rape culture, initiated by high school student 
Gia Hasenfratz.

Carroll said it is important to have a young 
men’s summit to discuss issues related to 
consent and sexual assault. 

As well, she said, more communication 
needs to take place among a cross-section of 
community members. 

“From the community we need ongoing 
engagement and a willingness to have con-
tinuing dialogue about these issues.” 

Involving men is especially important, she 
noted. 

“[We also need] to talk to men about their 
experiences of sexual assault. Ongoing edu-

cation about what sexual assault is, and an 
understanding of how we feel regardless of 
gender when we are put into uncomfortable 
situations is also needed.”

Plans for the remainding project time 
include updating educational materials, 
holding more public events and summits, 
training individuals to be “allies” for people 
who experience sexual assault and develop-
ing best practice models for what would work 
in a rural area like the Gulf Islands.  

Since the Consent and Sexual Assault proj-
ect was initiated, some Lady Minto Hospital 
staff have been trained to be forensic nurse 
examiners and specialized kits are now at 
the hospital. They have greatly bolstered 
rape prosecution tools for assaults that occur 
throughout the Southern Gulf Islands.

While the SWOVA study encompasses the 
whole Gulf Islands area, a definite divide exists 
between Salt Spring and the smaller islands 
when it comes to service provision.

“The geography is a tough [issue], especially 
for the outer Gulf Islands because they are so 
isolated,” said Carroll.

Still, SWOVA will work to improve education 
and services for all of the islands. 

The report and more information is avail-
able through www.swova.org. 
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FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

June 14

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

LISTEN CAREFULLY!
Pat Webber Pottery Show &
Sale.  June 17 & 18, 10am -
4pm. 425 Stewart Road.

Robert (Bob) 
Davidson

May 7, 1942 - May 26, 2017

After getting a terminal cancer 
diagnosis, Robert (Bob) Bruce 
Davidson died peacefully on 
his own terms in Vancouver on 
May 26, 2017 surrounded by his 
immediate family. 

Bob was born May 7, 1942 in Kirkland Lake, 
Ontario. He lost both his parents as a youth and 
fi nished high school in Guelph. He graduated from 
Carleton University in 1965 where he met Pat, his 
wife of 51 years who was his emotional ballast and 
lifelong equal partner. They spent their fi rst 23 years 
just outside Edmonton raising three daughters as Bob 
toiled as a curator at the Provincial Museum of Alberta 
until he chose to quit at the age of 44 to lead a simpler 
and more purposeful life.

Bob and Pat escaped to the West Coast, eventually 
settling on Salt Spring Island in 1992. He was an 
avid photographer, contemplative kayaker, erstwhile 
gardener, and voracious reader of literary works. Island 
life and the subsequent arrival of his grandchildren 
softened his sometimes cynical edges as he struggled 
with the decline of decency in the world, and lamented 
the impending environmental crisis. Bob will be 
remembered for his irreverence for social convention, 
and his remarkable intellect and integrity that led to 
a lifelong interest in politics, the public good, and 
critical thought. He instilled in others an ethos of 
care, generosity, and a desire to leave the world a better 
place than they found it. 

Bob is survived by his wife Patricia, daughters Judy 
(Toni Harris), Michelle, Laurie (Shree Paranjpe), 
grandchildren Asha and Kieran, and his sister Sandra 
Evelyn (Trevor). He is predeceased by his daughter in-
law Sharon Rosenberg. 

In lieu of fl owers, donations can be made to the 
David Suzuki Foundation.

Please join us at Pat and Bob’s home at 347 Roland 
Road, Salt Spring Island on Saturday, June 24, 2017 at 
2:30 pm to share your remembrances of Bob.

(
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LEGALS

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer Employment/Licensing 
loss? Travel/Business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
Entry Waiver. Record Purge. 
File Destruction. Free Consul-
tation 1-800-347-2540.access-
legalresearchinc.net

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

PERSONALS

MAKE A Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE! 
250-220-1300 or 1-800-210-
1010. www.livelinks.com  18+0

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your 
work-at-home career today!

Now Hiring-Lydell GroupGrapple Skidder

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

INTERIOR HEAVY        
EQUIPMENT SCHOOL. 
Hands-On Tasks. Start 
Weekly. GPS Training! 

Funding &  Housing Avail! 
Job Aid!  Already a HEO?  
Get  certifi cation proof.

Call 1-866-399-3853 or go to: 
iheschool.com

DOROTHY 
MELLISSA HEATH  

It is with great sadness that 
we announce the peaceful 
passing of Dorothy (Dot) 
Heath, at the Lady Minto 
Hospital, after a lengthy battle 
with cancer on June 1, 2017.

Left to cherish her memory is her beloved husband 
Alan of 52 years; son Craig Simpson (Julia) of 
Mississauga, Ontario; Grandsons Curtis Simpson 
(Tanya) of Katy, Texas and Brent Simpson of Milton, 
Ontario; Great Granddaughter Kayla Simpson of 
Katy, Texas. She was predeceased by her parents 
Alfred and Irma Adams; sisters Lillian and Helen and 
brothers Frank, Bill, John, Stephen, Arthur and Ernie 
and her husband Alexander (Sandy) Simpson.

Dorothy was born in Winnipeg and moved to B.C. 
with husband Alan in 1978. Upon retiring in 1991 
Dorothy and Alan relocated to Salt Spring Island.

Dorothy and Alan travelled extensively after 
retiring. She loved her gardening and would spend 
time regularly in her greenhouse, strawberry and 
raspberry beds. 

As per her wishes, no funeral service will be held. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the Salt 
Spring Conservancy or the David Suzuki Foundation.

Special thanks to Dr. Crichton and the palliative 
care staff and volunteers at Lady Minto.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHS DEATHS

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

HELP WANTED

Reputable Williams Lake, 
BC based contracting    
company is accepting

resumes for the following 
full-time positions:

• Civil Supervisor
• Civil Foremen
• Pipe Layers

• Equipment Operators
• Service Technicians

• Class 1 Drivers
• Surveyors
• Labourers
• Mechanics

• Traffi c Control
 Personnel

Offering competitive 
wages based on experience.

Email resumes to: 
toapply2017@gmail.com

PERSONAL SERVICES

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.comWe’ll help you get a fresh start!

MEDICAL HEALTH

CANADA BENEFIT GROUP - 
Attention British Columbia 
residents: Do you or someone 
you know suffer from a 
disability? Get up to $40,000 
from the Canadian Govern-
ment. Toll-free 1-888-511-
2250 or www.canadabene-
fi t.ca/free-assessment

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN

Helset Design

Reached your 150 Volunteer hours?  
Time to let us know...But don’t stop there...
New opportunities to volunteer now

www.vcrsaltspring.org

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATIONINFORMATION

A thought of sweet remembrance
from one who thinks of you.

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 

CASH ONLY

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up.

CASH ONLY 

“When 
someone you love 

becomes a 
memory the memory 
becomes a treasure”

CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE:

MONDAY 4PM

SEE WEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 18

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE: 
MONDAY 4PM
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READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

by Michael O’Connor www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.250.352.6871

Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) Balancing your social 
aspirations with more serious endeavors continues. 
On the deep end, cleaning, clearing, renovating and 
the like is indicated. This perspective could apply 
to your actual home but could hold psychological 
implications as well. Given the otherwise expansive 
tone of other influences, this process can be 
described as ‘getting in to get out’.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20) Circumstances of late are 
pushing you to cover a lot of bases. Fortunately, your 
energy levels should be running high to support your 
multi-tasking efforts. Venus in your sign suggests the 
urge to try new angles, methods and/or approaches 
as well. Although you are willing to take risks, you 
will likely make extra efforts to calculate the odds.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) You have and continue to 
take pioneering leads. Yet, you may feel pulled in two 
directions even stronger than usual. On one hand, 
you yearn for peace and solitude; while on the other, 
your ambitions to secure your position somehow are 
steadily deepening. Decipher how you can have both 
for full satisfaction.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) Making extra efforts 
both externally, and behind the scenes as well, 
are keeping you busy. This includes attending to 
many details. Fortunately, you so happen to be 
quite able in this regard. You are especially excited 
regarding social events involving family, friends, 
and fun. Despite the extra efforts required, you are 
enthusiastic and willing.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) It seems everyone is contending 
with mixed messages and emotions these days and 
you have not been left out. Positively, you are in a social 
mood. On the other hand, you may be contending with 
inner doubts and insecurities. The fi rst step to victory 
is acknowledging them. Then exercise gratitude and 
practice being fully present in the moment where 
problems conjured by too much though do not exist.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22) Getting extra attention in your 
social, public and professional life continues. However, 
the attention you are getting may come from a punchy 
and provocative approach which can have mixed 
results. In the bigger picture, you are maneuvering 
to advance your position and increase your returns. 
While the desire for more money is likely, you may also 
be seeking peace of mind.
Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22) You are smack dab in the middle 
of a risk, venture and adventure cycle.  If you have not 
acted on this opportune time, this is the last call for this 
round. Venus in Taurus speaks of money, particularly 
other people’s money and luxury. With your ambitions 
peaking and the urge to take strong initiative, you could 
really advance.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Change is in the air. It does 
indicate effort and toil, but the rewards are there too. 
Although you may be in low gear, your torque and 
traction are especially strong. The waning moon will 
guide you to simply follow through this week and save 
all fresh starts for after the New Moon on the 23rd. 
Meanwhile, romantic interludes beckon.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) An impulse to engage with 
others socially continues. However, your focus may not 
be all fun and games. Circumstances are pushing you 
to dig deeper than you might usually. This could just 
as easily manifest as a journey inward. Whether your 
style is mystical, shamanic, fantastical, emotional, or 
otherwise, you are in the mood to explore inner realms.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You have an eye for the 
details of late. This could manifest as an appreciation 
for art and/or the subtleties of things in general. What 
nuances and intricacies are gaining your attention? 
These are refl ections of your beliefs and priorities, at 
least those that are currently signifi cant. At the root, 
gaining inspirations for your own creative expressions 
is indicated.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Balancing work with play 
continues. This also includes a blend of endings and 
new beginnings. Such times can prove complex and 
confusing. Keeping it simple, you are just completing 
key cycles and new ones are poised to begin. Exercising 
a philosophical and detached perspective will help you 
to see the bigger picture and be patient and trusting of 
the process.
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20) Amidst an otherwise busy 
cycle, you have also entered a time of deeper 
contemplation and refl ection. This phase will end soon 
so make the most of it. Many new perspectives, ideas, 
and realizations are infl uencing your priorities. So, you 
may fi nd yourself working inside and out to clear the old 
to make way for the new.

TIP OF THE WEEK:
While the fact that this Universal 

1-Year began on a New Moon, which 
is in-sync with the theme of new 
beginnings, the fact that Summer 
Solstice (June 21st) occurs while the 
Moon is in its late waning phase lends 
to the increasing strangeness of 2017. 
In this regard, we might expect that 
this entire 9-year cycle will prove to be 
increasingly strange as well.

The reasons for this theme of 
eccentric and alarming drama are 
many. In some respects, the roots 
of these outer expressions are very 
deep indeed. Among these is that this 
dawning Age of Aquarius finds its 
earliest inceptions some 5 centuries 
ago. Few will understand the reasons 
for this but they are clear when 
understood. In other respects and 
featured in this 2160 year cycle is a 

theme of global awakening which can 
largely be traced to the internet. It 
is serving to revolutionize the truths 
that we have been taught and which 
have largely otherwise seldom been 
questioned.

As this year progresses and over 
the remaining 9 years in this cycle, 
since this fi rst one has just begun, the 
fi rm foundations of accepted truth will 
continue to crack and heave. This will 

cause reactions and drama at every 
level of society. True to the themes 
of the Aquarian Age, the impulse of 
revolution will not soon subside; in fact, 
we should anticipate that it will increase 
measurably. Positively, this dynamic 
provides rich opportunity for personal 
growth and evolution and this is where 
I can guide you with the profound 
insights that I can access for you with 
the powerful tool that astrology is.

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:00 AM
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FULFORD

GANGES

VESUVIUS

DRIFTWOOD GARAGE 
SALE KITS

Everything you need 
for your Yard Sale!

Includes posters, price 
stickers & your classifi ed ad 

published in the Driftwood 
on Wednesday

ONLY $20.00!
CALL TODAY 

250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

GARAGE SALES GARAGE SALES

THE ANNUAL BRINKWORTHY GARAGE SALE at 
The Clubhouse. 135 Brinkworthy Road - In the Park-
ing Lot or inside if it rains. Follow the signs.  Sat.  
June 17, 9am - 12 noon. Many participants with a 
large selection and great deals on household and garden acc., 
arts & crafts, tools, linens and retro collectables, many free 
items. Treasures galore. Don’t miss this one. EARLY BIRDS 
ARE AS WELCOME AS THE FLOWERS IN MAY!

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS from only $4,397 - 
MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY 
with your own bandmill - Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship. FREE Info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

Anastacia Wilde

Carpentry, Painting, 
Chainsawing & Lawncare

250-653-0112
create8@verizon.net

Quality Carpentry & Handywoman Services

Finishing Touch

HANDYPERSONS

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

HANDYPERSONS

STEEL BUILDING SALE 
...”MEGA MADNESS SALE!” 
20X23 $5,780. 25X25 $6,312. 
30X31 $8,175. 33X35 $9,407. 
One End Wall Included. Check 
Out www.pioneersteel.ca for 
more prices. Pioneer Steel 1-
855-212-7036

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

EVERSON UPRIGHT PIANO 
& stool, Reg.#: 62190, good 
condition but needs tuning. 
$800 OBO  250 537-4520

RENTALS

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

STORAGE

Mid Isl.Storage

SELF STORAGE

TRANSPORTATION

VTRUCKS & ANS

1990 FORD RANGER, good 
running truck, great on gas. 
Best offer.  250 537-6382





TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

BASIC FOODSAFE. Monday, 
June 26 from 8:30am to 4:30pm, 
$80.  Harbour House Hotel. Call 
Sheri 537-1883 to register.

PHOTOS BY SEAN HITREC

AN HONOURABLE SCHOOL 
VISIT: At top, Aya Soulfeather, 
left, and Mira Mills shake Lieutenant 
Governor of British Columbia Judith 
Guichon’s hand after handing her a 
bouquet of fl owers at Fulford Com-
munity Elementary School during 
Guichon’s visit on Tuesday afternoon 
as Hon. Aides-de-Camp David 
Valentine stands to the right. 
At bottom, Fulford’s kindergarten to 
Grade 5 school choir sings Guichon 
a song after a presentation in the 
school gymnasium. Guichon also 
visited Salt Spring Elementary School 
later in the day.
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sports&recreation
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

recreationrecreation

Golf with Dad on 
Father’s Day 
and receive 
50%ff his green fee

Bring this ad 
or a smart 
phone image 
to receive 
offer.

Pro Shop 250-537-2121
Toll Free 1-866-211-2260

805 Lower Ganges Rd
www.saltspringgolf.com

I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination 
and  professionalism

website: 
www.dmarchitect.ca

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 

Cycling hazards on interactive map
Data informs 
individual rides plus 
planning policy

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Victoria-based organiza-
tion BikeMaps.org is reach-
ing out to the public to help 
build a better picture of 
where bicycling infrastruc-
ture might be lacking, both 
around the Capital Regional 
District and all around the 
world.

“Our goal is to map your 
cycling experience to make 
biking safer. You know your 
local cycling trouble spots 
and we want you to map 
them,” the BikeMaps.org 
website explains.  “Your 
knowledge of cycling safe-
ty, hazards and even bike 
thefts  wil l  be analyzed 
using GIS and statistics to 
identify hot spots of cycling 
safety, risk and crime.” 

Representat ives  f rom 
the nonprofit  organiza-
tion have been sharing 
their crowd-sourcing ini-
tiative on Salt Spring lately, 
with a presentation to the 
Salt  Spring Transporta-
tion Commission in April 
and participation at Island 
Pathways’  Bike to Work 
Week street fair on June 3. 

B i k e M a p s  e x e c u t i v e 
director Karen Laberee, who 
gave the SSITC presentation 
on April 24, explained the 
website started as a Uni-
versity of Victoria research 
project to capture cycling 

safety data on cycling col-
lisions and near-misses — 
neither of which are repre-
sented accurately in ICBC 
or in other statistics. After 
the public tool launched in 
October 2014, the website 
attracted more than 14,000 
visitors and had mapping 
in 14 countries within two 
months.

Researchers estimate less 
than 30 per cent of bike col-
lision data is collected pres-
ently, and there is no cen-
tralized reporting system in 
B.C. By launching outreach 
in Victoria, Bikemaps.org 
was able to capture data 
equivalent to about one 
year of official cycling colli-
sion reports within just two 
months. Researchers say 
the program also helps col-
lect important information 
in some locations where 
official reports do not exist. 

“In particular, cyclists 
in Victoria are reporting 
relatively high numbers 
of incidents where biking 
pathways intersect the road 
network.”

Currently the program 
receives some of its funding 
from the Capital Regional 
District, and as such, the 
organization is hoping to 
get more participation from 
all its member communi-
ties.

“Sal t  Spr ing  has  f ive 
reports so far. Victoria has 
thousands,” Laberee noted 
during her SSITC presenta-
tion.

“This gives you that voice; 
you can use it to warn other 

cyclists about a potential 
issue.”

Participants can create an 
account and log in to add 
data to the website in sever-
al categories, with the abil-
ity to record bike-vehicle 
collisions, near misses, road 
hazards and bike thefts. All 
reports are anonymous.

“With incident data on 
space and time, across all 
days of the week, we will 
be able to assess how safety 
varies throughout the day 
with different traffic vol-
umes and flows,” the web-
site states. 

The information then 
appears on an online map 
that other cyclists can use 
for trip planning. Laberee 
said police, municipalities 
and other local govern-

ments,  and community 
planners can also use the 
information to help inform 
policy and solutions.

For  example,  ser ious 
collisions on Ganges Hill 
have sent cyclists to hos-
pital several times over the 
past decade, with the most 
recent one taking place on 
April 3. That’s something 
that people unfamiliar with 
Salt Spring might want to 
know before they get here.

“Hopefully we can high-
light some of those hot-
spots before something 
really serious and tragic 
happens,” Laberee said. 

Cyclists can access the 
interactive map at bike-
maps.org or download the 
app for iOS or Android 
devices.

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN 

GOING FOR IT:  The Tempest junior roller-derby team jammer Hannah Lawson (AKA “Lawless,” with star on black helmet) breaks through the Stone Cold Stellas blocking line with 
support from Kalla Terpenning (“Roxy Roller”) and Aidan Hughes (“Aidanateher”) in the Salt Spring team’s fi rst match in Comox. As well, Ezra Daws-Knowles (AKA “Rockin’ Riot”), left, and Abi 
Adam-Oro (AKA “Abi McStabby”) take a break from the action. Lawson was the game’s MVP.  

Screen shot of Ganges area on bikemaps.org. 
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indoor pool
Rainbow Road 250.537.1402

RECREATION EXCELLENCE
Rainbow Road Indoor Pool

Father’s Day 
Triathlon

Our 7th annual triathlon - distances are short to 
encourage those who have never done triathlons 

before to participate. Do it with your dad!
Fun for all ages!

No experience necessary!

SUNDAY JUNE 18, 2017
Rainbow Road Pool

Our 7th annual

DETAILS:
Registration/Package Pickup (9:00 am)

Volunteers Meeting (9:30 am)
Athletes Meeting (10:00 am)

Adult Start (10:30 am)  •  Kids Start (12:00 pm)

SWIM:
Rainbow Road Indoor Pool

Adult: 500m swim in 25m pool (20 lengths)
Child: 200m swim in 25m pool (8 lengths)

BIKE:
Rainbow Rd, Booth Canal Rd, Lower Ganges Rd Loop

Adult: 20km on 6.8 loop (x3)
High School, Kanaka Rd, Rainbow Rd Loop

Child: 5km on 1.25km loop (x4)

RUN:
High School, Kanaka Rd, Rainbow Rd Loop

Adult: 5km on 1.25km loop (x4)
Child: 1.25km on 1.25k loop (x1)

PRICE:
$40 adults, $20 kids, $50 teams, $60 maximum for families

For more information: 250-537-1402

swim                 bike                  run

tEnnIs 

Gold shines in golden years
Salt Spring Islander 
wins doubles 
over-70 at world-
wide tournament

By SEAN HITREC
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

W h e n  m o s t  p e o p l e 
retire, the last thing on 
their minds is competing 
in a world-wide tennis 
tournament.

But that’s exactly what 
Ann Stewart did and she 
recently brought home a 
gold and bronze medal 
from the over-70 brack-
et at the World Masters 
Games.

Stewart, a resident of 
Salt Spring, won a gold 
m e d a l  i n  t h e  d o u b l e s 
ove r- 7 0  a n d  a  b ro n ze 
medal in the singles over-
75 division of the World 
Masters Games held in 
Auckland, New Zealand 
in late April. This year the 
games hosted everything 
from sailing to tennis and 
Stewart was competing 
among 28,000 athletes 
from 100 countries.

One of the challenges 
that Stewart had to over-
come was the change in 
climate between Canada 
and New Zealand.

“The first day I played, 
we’d come from a rather 
miserable . . . [April on] 
Salt Spring straight into a 
very hot period of time [in 
New Zealand],” she said. 
“At one point I thought I 
was going to have to sit 
down in the middle of a 
game — I thought that I 
was going to faint — but I 
struggled on and lost that 
nicely, so that was good.”

She said she doesn’t 
really have a practice reg-
imen other than playing 
the game.

“I don’t do any more 
than just play tennis. I 
did used to have a dog 
that used to walk long 
distances and that was 
sort  of  training,  but  I 
don’t do any other train-
ing. Occasionally, I feel I 
ought to and I run a lit-
tle bit somewhere, but I 
don’t like running,” she 
said.

For Stewart, who has 
played tennis for most 
of her life, the game is a 
way to get exercise, keep 
her mind active and meet 
people.

“It’s my best form of 
exercise.  It’s  a  mental 
game as well as a physical 
game. You meet a lot of 
people and they’re pretty 
friendly people. I enjoy 
playing tennis with peo-
ple I meet as much as the 
people that I try to beat.”

O n e  p e r s o n  St e w a r t 
met while playing tennis 
on Salt Spring was her 

doubles partner,  Ineke 
Va n  Ha s s e l t .  T h e  t w o 
began playing around 
20 years ago and even 
though Hasselt now lives 
on Vancouver Island, the 
two of them still find time 
to play together.

“She’s  a  tough one,” 
Hasselt said, when talk-
ing about what it’s like 
to play against Stewart. 
“She’s just a steady play-
er. It’s only in the last few 
years that I can get her 
because she’s quite a few 
years older than I am.”

Stewar t  commended 
what she called the “thriv-
ing” tennis scene on Salt 
Spring and encourages 
those interested to try it 
out. 

“You only need a rac-
quet and a pair of shoes,” 
she said, smiling.

Stewart plans to attend 
the next World Masters 
Games event  in  Japan 
f o u r  y e a r s  f r o m  n ow, 
assuming that nothing 
happens to her health 
between now and then.

“If I’m still vertical, I’ll 
go to Japan. But I mean, 
who knows, I can get run 
over by a bus tomorrow,” 
she said.

T h e  Wo r l d  M a s t e r s 
Games event is adminis-
tered by the International 
Masters Games Associa-
tion. One of its aims is to 
promote physical activ-
ity by mature athletes, 
including former Olym-
pic Games competitors. 

The New Zealand ver-
sion was the ninth mas-
ters games event since 
they were first  held in 
Toronto in 1985.
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Ann Stewart wears her gold and bronze medals earned at 
the World Masters Games in Auckland, New Zealand earlier 
this spring.

“I enjoy playing 
tennis with people 
I meet as much as 
the people that I 
try to beat.” 
ANN STEWART
World Masters Games 
medalist


