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your business?  Call 
Jennifer, 250-537-9933

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Springers continue to cope with a com-
munal sense of sadness, loss and disbelief fol-
lowing the sudden death of Arvid Chalmers.

The well-known realtor, comedian and bon 
vivant suffered a fatal heart attack Thursday 
night while performing at a venue near his win-
ter home in Melaque, Mexico.

“He passed away doing what he loved,” said 
Kerry Chalmers, Arvid’s former wife and close 
friend. “He brought so much to the community 
over the years.”

Chalmers travelled to Mexico with the cou-
ple’s daughters Kirsty and Zoe, and grandchil-
dren Hector and Finn on Tuesday evening. She 
remembers him as a kind and crazy man who 
could always make her laugh.

“We want to bring him home. We want clo-
sure,” she said. “That was his home away from 
home, and we want to be with his community.”

Kirsty and Zoe said planning is underway for 
a celebration of life in mid to late April, just as 
Arvid would have liked it.

“Dad never wanted to return until it was 
warm,” they said.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

CREATIVE: Zachary Morgan displays his artwork during a special exhibit at ArtSpring on Sat-
urday afternoon, including an image of BB-8, the droid in Star Wars: The Force Awakens. Young 
artists showed the work they created during ArtSpring-sponsored workshop sessions with artist 
and instructor W. Allan Hancock in January. 

Island 
grieves 
Arvid 
Chalmers
Salt Spring icon dies 
at age 68

High hopes
invigorate
boardwalk
proposal
Participants envision a 
better Salt Spring 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Momentum on the Ganges board-
walk plan continues to build as more 
than 40 people gathered Saturday 
afternoon to share thoughts and 
dreams for a project hoped to show-
case the island far and wide.

“At the end of the day we know 
that a finished boardwalk, in what-
ever shape or form it looks like, will be 
an immense driver of economics for 
the town and this island overall,” said 
Matt Steffi ch, vice-president of the Salt 
Spring Chamber of Commerce. 

The visioning session drew on the 
creativity of island residents wanting 
to make the boardwalk a reality follow-
ing nearly three decades of inaction. 
Participants shared project visions in 
small groups following a brief intro-
duction from planners.

All agreed on the task at hand: con-
struct a boardwalk — or seawalk — 
along the Ganges Harbour shoreline 
between Rotary Park in the village core 
and Peck’s Cove Park, near the inter-
section of Lower and Upper Ganges 
roads. What the product looks like will 
depend on various factors, including 
satisfying the rights and wishes of pri-
vate property owners along the route, 
addressing environmental concerns, 
preserving heritage sites and creating 
a realistic budget.

“Whatever we expend has to be 
worth it. It has to have that qual-
ity where we say, ‘Yes, this was worth 

GANGESIN MEMORIAM
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Now seeking a 
Catalogue Agent

Would you like to...

� Earn additional income?
� Increase customer traffi c?
� Fully utilize your employee’s time 

& skills?
� Turn Sears’ customers into YOUR 

customers?

THEN JOINING THE SEARS TEAM 
IS RIGHT FOR YOU!!

Interested and would like more information?
Please email: dealopp@sears.ca

and our Sears Representative will arrange 
a meet and greet in your area!

SALT SPRING ISLAND, BC

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.
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Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

New Super Saver Webfares

New Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes93$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes93$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

Grove: Viable seawalk development ‘well on the way’

fIrE ProTECTIoN dISTrICT

Trustees pass burning bylaw
Approval completes thorough 
review process

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Fire Protection District trustees 
capped months of consultation and debate 
Thursday night by approving new open burn-
ing regulations on the island.

Bylaw No. 125 enacts new rules on every-
thing from backyard family campfires to slash-
pile burns undertaken by professional con-
tractors. 

All islanders who live within the fire district 
and plan to do outdoor burning must now 
obtain an annual burning permit from the fire 
department. The free permits had previously 
only been required between April 15 and Oct. 
15. Trustees said the reasoning behind the 
permit extension is intended to foster year-
round education and promote safer burning 
practices.

“The added paperwork is not going to be 
that drastic,” said acting fire chief Arjuna 
George.

Fire permits will be issued at the Ganges fire 
hall for each calendar year beginning Jan. 1.

The new rules also give the fire chief 
authority to prohibit “high-risk activities” like 

mechanical land clearing, brushing and the 
use of explosives. Some activities, and the 
fire department’s inability to stop them, have 
caused concern among some residents during 
the hottest and driest times of the year.

“Bylaw 125 gives the fire chief the proactive 
discretion to suspend hazardous activities in 
the district in order to reduce the risk of a fire 
being lit unintentionally, instead of waiting 
until a fire starts to take action,” reads part of a 
fire district report on Draft Bylaw 125.

The new rules require contractors to moni-
tor large burn piles more closely and enable 
the fire department to reclaim costs from land-
owners in the event of a major fire.

Trustee Norbert Schlenker, chair of the select 
committee tasked to review Bylaw No. 125 
prior to final adoption, told the audience the 
changes bring the fire department’s regula-
tions up to date with provincial laws.

Trustees considered a marathon of amend-
ments before voting unanimously to adopt the 
new regulations following a three-hour meet-
ing at the Ganges fire hall on Jan. 28.

Six members of the public were in atten-
dance, including three representatives from 
the contracting sector. Contractors worry 
about the new regulations’ potential impact on 
their business.

“I can live with the bylaw, but what I can’t 
live with is the lack of enforcement,” said Ken 
Byron of Ken Byron Excavating. “The good 
guys are going to abide by the regulations.”

The contractors agreed new requirements 
can punish operators who play by the rules 
and favour “weekend warriors” who flout regu-
lations.

“Common sense used to prevail, but I realize 
there’s a lot of people out there without com-
mon sense,” said contractor Ron Smith.

Bylaw No. 125 and a list of changes can be 
found at www.saltspringfire.com.

Photo BY SEAN McINtYRE

Participants in a Ganges boardwalk visioning process work in small groups at Lions hall.

building,’” said Nancy Krieg, 
a landscape architect and 
consultant who spoke during 
Saturday’s event. “As such it 
becomes a place of pride.”

Krieg, whose portfolio 
includes several internation-
al urban renewal develop-
ments, suggested a project 
of this calibre could trigger a 
domino effect for other parts 
of the island.

“This shining example can 
become a catalyst for other 
areas,” she said. “For 30-odd 
years this has been a joke on 
the island. This is an oppor-
tunity to make a transforma-
tion and make it a place Salt 

Springers are proud to own.”
According to informa-

tion presented on the week-
end, the visioning process 
should conclude by the end 
of March. Once a boardwalk 
idea is established, a multi-
agency advisory committee 
with representatives from the 
Islands Trust, Capital Region-
al District and other groups 
will discuss how to make the 
vision a realty. The findings 
will be sent to the CRD, which 
will be responsible for a proj-
ect feasibility study, assessing 
financing options.            

Saturday’s event follows a 
Wednesday, Jan. 27 review of 
the boardwalk’s environmen-
tal and technical issues.        

Peter Grove, a vocal board-

walk supporter and member 
of the Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee, said the enthusi-
asm and high level of engage-
ment on Saturday and at the 
Jan. 27 event are a sign things 
are on track.

“I expect that we have 
derived valuable input and 
I look forward to the staff 
report, which will provide a 
summary,” he said. “Work-
ing with the affected land-
owners, the CRD, the Cham-
ber of Commerce and the 
community, I believe we are 
well on the way to devel-
oping a viable and exciting 
seawalk which will enhance 
Ganges and provide both 
visitors and locals with great 
pleasure.”

BoArdWAlk 
continued from 1

“I can live with the bylaw, but 
what I can’t live with is the 
lack of enforcement.” 
KEN ByRON
Salt Spring contractor



Arvid Chalmers, 68, touched 
the hearts of many islanders 
with his love for life, humour and 
warmth. 

He instantly fit into Salt Spring’s 
eclectic and irreverent culture 
when he moved to the island 
from Ontario with his young fam-
ily in the mid-1970s. 

News of his death spread 
quickly Friday on social media 
networks, through grocery store 
lineups and along the coffee shop 
grapevine. 

By noon on Tuesday, com-
ments from more than 78 people 
from Salt Spring and elsewhere 
had fuelled a flood of memories 
and condolences on the Drift-
wood’s Facebook site. From a 
heart-shaped emoticon to heart-
felt personal reflections, the scale 
of the response is a testament to 
Chalmers’ charismatic persona.

“It’s quite a loss for the island,” 
said David Giddy, who worked 
with Chalmers as a real estate 
partner for eight years.

Giddy and Chalmers’ friend-
ship dates to their college days 
in Oakville, Ont. in the late 1960s.

“He was the same then as he 
always had been: very entertain-
ing and very good to people,” he 
said, adding that Chalmers’ pro-
fessional life owed much to great 
salesmanship and a strong sense 
of honour and decency.

“That’s why people liked doing 
business with him,” Giddy added.

Peter Bardon, a former resident 
and realtor on Salt Spring, was at 
a restaurant in Vancouver when 
he began to weep openly upon 
hearing the news over the phone.

“I am now 80 years old, and 
I have to deal weekly with the 
news of a death of a relative or 
friend,” he said Friday afternoon. 
“I have never been quite sure 
how to deal with such news. I do 
not weep. I am just sad. However 
. . . I am still weeping. Arvid the 
thespian was truly marvellous. 
As a business person he could 
always be counted on to be pro-
fessional and truly fair. I was not 
aware until now that I loved that 
thespian/realtor.”

Chalmers most recently worked 
as an agent with Pemberton 
Holmes. Mike Holmes, the com-
pany’s owner and manager, circu-
lated an email to staff upon hear-
ing the news.

“He was a fine, kind, gentle and 
remarkable man who was an inspi-
ration and friend to all of those 
who knew him,” Holmes said.

Chalmers thrived as a member 
of the former Salt Spring Hysteri-
cal Society, which brought laugh-
ter, satire and self-deprecation to 
Salt Spring audiences, as a tango 
dancer and an auctioneer for fun-
draising events. 

Actor Sid Filkow said some of 
the happiest times of his life were 
spent on stage while performing 
with Chalmers as part of the ever-

popular Geezers duo.
“It’s one of those things that’s 

hard to believe,” Filkow said early 
Friday. “It’s a shock.

“He was an icon. He was a big 
presence on the island. He was 
larger than life.”

Chalmers pushed the bound-
aries of gender identity with his 
depiction of Maggie MacCaffrey 
and delved into the twisted world 
of Gulf Islands land speculation 
as realtor Milt Bottomley in the 
Paradise Lots and Paradise Rel-
isted plays. 

Chalmers never  missed a 
chance to grace the stage with 
his  har monica,  to  produce 
refreshing witticisms during 
Islands Trust business meetings 
or to brighten the day of a fellow 
islander with a beaming smile, 
hearty laugh or hug.

Gulf Islands drIftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016 |  3

NEWSbeat Heads up!
b.C. Family Day  
Statutory holiday on Monday, Feb. 8 

New buses 
arrive

The first two of four new 
ARBOC buses coming to 
Salt Spring Transit arrived 
on the island on Wednes-
day, Jan. 27, but passengers 
will have to wait a week or 
two before they hop on.

Information from BC 
Transit states islanders may 
notice the new vehicles 
being tested on local roads. 
The buses will be put in 
regular service once transit 

operator training is com-
plete. Two more buses are 
expected later this month 
for a complete fleet replace-
ment.

SD64 releases 
draft strategic 
plan

The Gulf Islands School 
District has developed a 
draft strategic plan for 2016 
to 2019 and is asking for 
community feedback on its 
ideas. 

The plan is based on three 
major strategic goals and 
some related objectives. The 
main goals are to inspire 
learning and provide learn-
ing environments where all 
students flourish; to promote 
and facilitate sustainable 
practices throughout the dis-
trict; and to enhance learn-
ing by connecting students, 
staff and families with the 
local and global community. 

The draft plan can be 
viewed and comments made 
directly on the district’s web-
site at www.sd64.bc.ca.

Trust budget 
comments 
accepted

The Islands Trust Coun-
cil is seeking comments on 
its 2016-17 budget proposal 
before the submission dead-
line of  Wednesday, Feb. 17.

People can visit island-
strust.bc.ca to learn more 
about highlights of the pro-
posed budget, the projects 
proposed on each island, 
and how residents can give 

feedback on the proposed 
budget. There is also a link to 
a short anonymous survey.

Trust Council advises 
community members to 
review the budget proposal, 
speak to local trustees and 
let them know if the pro-
posed budget reflects their 
community’s current values 
and needs.

Trust Council will consid-
er the submissions before 
approving the budget at its 
quarterly meeting set for 
March 22-24 on Hornby 
Island.

News brieFs

An informative, glossy, 
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An informative, glossy, 
digest size magazine plus 
website space on our 
gulfislandstourism.com.

Family and community surprised by news of death

For
TherECorD
A story in last week’s 

paper about the Salt Spring 
Rod and Gun Club’s non-
compliance with a Min-
istry of Environment site 
investigation order incor-
rectly stated that a property 
located next to the club was 
once part of the shooting 
range. 

arVId  
continued from 1

DRiFtWooD FilE photo BY ElizABEth NolAN 

Arvid with Arnie hengstler at the “clamshell” on the boardwalk in 2012.  

photo BY JANEt McphEE

Arvid with signature smile and 
shades.

DRiFtWooD FilE photo BY DERRick lUNDY

Arvid and Sid Filkow as Bert and les Geezer.  
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ISLAND HISTORY

Japanese kilns � re up historical society presentation
Central Hall meeting

The Salt Spring Island Historical 
Society program on Feb. 10 will out-
line the process used by Steve Nem-

tin in the restoration of the Japanese 
charcoal kilns in Ganges. 

The kilns form part of the cultural 
heritage of the Japanese who live on 
Salt Spring Island and were built by 

Isaburo Tasaka, who lived on Salt 
Spring Island in the early 1900s in 
the area behind Embe Bakery. Tasaka 
made a living by fi shing during the 
fi shing season and making charcoal 

in the off-season. These two kilns 
were restored last year with support 
from the Japanese Garden Society 
and PARC. Nemtin will present an 
overview of his work and his study of 

other charcoal kilns found in the Gulf 
Islands.

Next Wednesday’s meeting starts 
at 2 p.m. at Central Hall and is open 
to the public.

HYDRO

BC Hydro reviews pest plan
Public consultation underway

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

BC Hydro has launched a public review 
of a five-year plan designed to keep the 
lights on and the forest at bay.

“It’s how we determine what needs to be 
done and where,” said Tom Wells, a vegeta-
tion program manager at BC Hydro.

Wells is the Crown corporation’s go-to 
staffer for any questions, complaints and 
concerns the public has about methods 
used to keep hydro right-of-ways clear 
across the province. He said the Pest Man-
agement Plan is how BC Hydro tries to 
achieve a balance between tree cover and 
keeping the power grid safe and reliable.

“People like to have their power and 
that’s why we have vegetation manage-
ment,” he said.

BC Hydro launched notice of its Pest 
Management Plan in late January with 
advertisements in 30 newspapers. People 
have until the end of February to consider 
the plan and comment on it.

“It’s a continuation of our integrated veg-
etation management pan,” Wells said. “The 
primary reason is to keep tall growing trees 
from the power lines.”

Wells said it’s unlikely any of the at least 
14 pesticides and herbicides mentioned in 
the advertisement will ever be used on Salt 
Spring because the chemicals are primarily 
suited for areas with fast-growing decidu-
ous species like alder, maple and birch. 

“We don’t need to use herbicides in coni-
fers,” he said. “They don’t regrow as quick-
ly.”

The majority of hydro right-of-ways are 
treated mechanically rather than through 
chemical means, Wells added.

Should BC Hydro want to spray herbi-

cides in the area, he said, the company 
must undertake a thorough notification 
and review process with neighbours. 

“We track all that and if we were planning 
herbicide application we would approach 
people with a direct interest over that land,” 
he said.

Application of herbicides in sensitive 
watersheds and areas linked to drinking 
water supplies is prohibited. The latter 
includes BC Hydro’s high-voltage transmis-
sion corridor through the Cusheon Lake 
watershed, Wells added.

The notice was brought to the attention of 
local government and the media last week 
by an anonymous resident with concerns 
about the plan’s potential threat to water-
sheds and drinking water wells. 

Stefan Cermak, regional planning manag-
er at the Salt Spring Islands Trust offi ce, said 
he hadn’t received any official announce-
ment from BC Hydro.

The BC Hydro advertisement raised con-
cern from an electoral area director in the 
Central Kootenays because of a lack of direct 
engagement with local governments.

“W�e expressed our concern about the 
apparent lack of such a requirement because 
it is us, as rural directors, who end up fi eld-
ing questions on the potential impacts to 
our communities when PMPs are imple-
mented and a heads-up would be appreci-
ated by us,” said Andy Davidoff.

Provincial legislation does not require BC 
Hydro to refer its notifi cation to local gov-
ernments. Davidoff said he would like to see 
BC Hydro implement a voluntary consulta-
tion process with local government in B.C. 
along with the advertisement campaign.

Further information about BC Hydro’s 
Pest Management Plan is available at bch-
ydro.com/pestplanforcorridors or by con-
tacting Wells at 604-516-8943 or thomas.
wells@bchydro.com.

ENVIRONMENT 

Human impacts illuminated
Hans Tammemagi 
speaks at the library

The impacts of popula-
tion growth on the planet 
is the focus of a public talk 
at the Salt Spring library on 
Tuesday, Feb. 9. 

In Human Beings and the 
Future of the Planet, Pender 
Island’s Hans Tammemagi 
will look at the ever-grow-
ing human population and 
describes how it is the most 
significant factor shaping 
the world today. 

“Humans are now so 
plentiful that we have 
global  repercussions,” 
he explains. “Planetary 
resources such as food, 
water and species diver-
sity are being depleted, 
the environment is being 

degraded, 
the qual-
ity of life 
is dimin-
ishing and 
i n t e r n a -
tional ten-
sions are 
rising. In 
spite of its 

critical importance, popu-
lation is virtually ignored in 
government policies.”

Tammemagi’s presenta-
tion stresses that the effects 
of population growth are 
more serious than com-
monly perceived. It will 
also look at human behav-
iour and discuss how our 
primitive side — greed, 
cruelty, corruption — pre-
vents us from developing 
solutions to the population 
crisis. 

“ T h i s  w i l l  n e e d  t o 
change if we are to have 
a future that is truly sus-
tainable and satisfying,” 
he said.

Tammemagi published 
books include Winning 
Proposals, Waste Crisis, 
Exploring the Hill (Canada’s 
Parliament Hill), Exploring 
Niagara, Compelling Com-
munication, Half-Lives and 
Air - Our Planet’s Ailing 
Atmosphere.

As a former adjunct pro-
fessor in environmental 
sciences at Brock Univer-
sity and the University of 
Victoria, Tammemagi has 
a strong affi nity for nature, 
the environment around us 
and a particular interest in 
human population.

His talk runs from 7 to 
9 p.m. 

HANS 
TAMMEMAGI
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FREE
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Hearing Aids

Dementia linked to  
untreated Hearing Loss.

Seniors with hearing loss are significantly more likely to develop dementia 
over time, states a study by Dr Frank Lin, MD, PHD conducted at Johns 
Hopkins University. Dr Lin states; “…a hearing device can possibly help 
mitigate the social isolation for those with a hearing loss…”- hopkinsmedicine.org  

We invite you to experience our Free Online Hearing Test.* You can 
also schedule a video conference with a hearing professional from virtually 
anywhere! Now you can easily assess your hearing health. Visit our website 
today to get started. *Hearing screening test only.  
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Please note that the Gulf Islands Driftwood office 
will be closed on Monday, Feb. 8 - Family Day statutory holiday - 

and will reopen for usual business hours on Tuesday, Feb. 9.


Deadlines for the Gulf Islands Driftwood 

Wednesday February 10 edition will be as follows:

Display Advertising deadline: Thursday, Feb. 4, 2pm
Classified Display Deadline: Friday, Feb. 5, 2pm

Classified Word Deadline: Tuesday, Feb. 9, 9:30am

cEntEnnIal ParK

Park visioning process opens

Community 
input sought for 
master plan

The Salt Spring Island 
Parks and Recreation 
Commission is embark-
ing on a community 
consultation process 
for a comprehensive 
update to the 1966 mas-
ter plan for Centennial 
Park. 

The updated master 
plan will set a long-
term vision for Cen-
tennial Park and guide 
future operations, man-
agement and capital 
investment decisions. 
The Capital Regional 
District will seek com-
munity input to iden-
tify current uses and 

issues, and opportuni-
ties to enhance the park 
and create a revitalized, 
lively public space. 

“PARC is very excited 
to begin the consulta-
tion process for the 
Centennial Park Master 
Plan update. Salt Spring 
Island has changed sig-
nificantly since 1966 
and we look forward 
to working with the 
community to create 
a clear vision for how 
this important public 
space should be used 
in the coming years and 
decades,” said PARC 
chair Jon Suk.

The consultation pro-
cess will unfold in sev-
eral steps over the com-
ing months:

• February - March 
2016: Interviews, online 

feedback forms and a 
roundtable stakehold-
er meeting to iden-
tify existing and future 
n e e d s ,  i s s u e s  a n d 
opportunities.            

• April 2016: A day-
l o n g  c o m m u n i t y 
d e s i g n  c h a r e t t e  t o 
receive feedback on 
draft design concepts. 

• May - July 2016: A 
refined draft  design 
concept will be shared 
with stakeholders for 
further comments.

• September 2016: 
The draft master plan 
will  be presented to 
PARC and the commu-
nity for a final round 
of feedback.

“C e n t e n n i a l  Pa r k 
i s  a  k e y  e c o n o m i c 
driver and focal point 
of island life for Salt 

Spring Island,”  said 
Wayne McIntyre, Salt 
Spring Electoral Area 
director to the CRD.

“Having an updated 
management plan will 
allow for the Parks and 
Recreation Commis-
sion to provide our 
community with both 
recreational and eco-
nomic opportunities. I 
encourage community 
m e m b e r s  a n d  l o c a l 
groups to participate 
in  the  consultat ion 
process that will  be 
taking place over the 
next few months.”

Details of the plan-
ning process are avail-
able at www.crd.bc.ca/
p a r k s - r e c r e a t i o n -
culture/parks-trails/
ssi-parks/centennial-
park-master-plan.   

HoMElEssnEss 

Salt Spring hosts homeless count 
Local effort mirrors 
national program

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Staff and volunteers at the 
Salt Spring Community Servic-
es Society are preparing for an 
island-wide count of homeless 
people on Wednesday, Feb. 10.

The “point-in-time” popula-
tion count is being held in con-
junction with similar initiatives 
hosted by the federal Homeless 
Partnering Strategy in larger cen-
tres across Canada.

Because funds for the broader 
count don’t include Salt Spring, 
Community Services staff are 
working hard to ensure the 
island’s homeless population 
isn’t overlooked.

“It’s unfortunate that the same 
resources weren’t made available 
to Salt Spring to assess the situa-
tion and the level of need here,” 

said Jordan Lessick, coordina-
tor of Salt Spring Community 
Services’ Housing First program. 
“We are going to conduct our 
own survey of the situation here 
in order to more fully understand 
the needs, and then we’re going 
to do our best to get those needs 
met.”

The last homeless count on 
Salt Spring was conducted in 
2007. The exercise identified 32 
people considered “absolutely 
homeless,” according to Com-
munity Services. The findings 
gave Salt Spring one of the high-
est per-capita homelessness 
rates in British Columbia.

The methodology and crite-
ria for homeless depends largely 
on the categories of people who 
are included. People who live in 
structures not meant for habita-
tion, such as sheds, cars, tents 
or parking garages, and people 
who are couch-surfing or have 
other temporary shelters, may 
not show up in a point-in-time 

homeless count.
A broader view is necessary for 

a more accurate long-term per-
spective on the needs of island-
ers who live on the housing spec-
trum’s bottom end.

“The emergency shelter is one 
indicator of the level of home-
lessness on Salt Spring, but a 
more comprehensive approach 
is required to capture a truer 
picture,” Lessick said. “We’ll be 
employing standardized meth-
ods in order to be able to com-
pare our statistics with other 
communities to the greatest 
degree possible, but the data is 
really most helpful to our own 
local efforts in connecting with 
the people who need the help 
and getting the resources to help 
them.”

For more information about 
Salt Spring’s homeless count, 
contact Community Services at 
250-537-9971 or through www.
saltspringcommunityservices.
ca.

Photo BY SEAN MCINtYRE

Salt Spring’s Centennial Park on a winter’s afternoon. Local feedback is being sought to help guide a new 
master plan for the park that opened in Ganges in 1967.
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Good-bye
Arvid
T

he death of Arvid 
Chalmers has hit the 
island unlike any loss 
in recent memory.

Many people who’ve been prominent here or else-
where achieve a ripe old age before shedding their 
mortal coil. Their most active days are behind them and 
relatively few people can clearly remember the vibrancy 
of their smile or their contributions to daily life.

That’s not the case for Arvid, whose sudden death at 
age 68 while playing the harmonica with musical friends 
in Melaque, Mexico on Jan. 28 sent waves of shock and 
sadness around Salt Spring Island and far beyond.

It would be almost impossible to live on this island 
and not know Arvid in some respect, even if only 
through promotional photos of himself dressed like the 
Scottish lass Maggie or as the “Geezer” named Bert with 
his longtime stage partner Sid Filkow (Geezer Les). 

As a realtor he may have 
sold you a house; as a come-
dian he would have made 
you laugh or cry; as a person 
who loved Salt Spring and 
was curious about every-
thing that went on here he 
would have gone out of his 
way to meet you and bring 
you even peripherally into 

his wide-as-possible sphere. 
If you needed a hug, Arvid was the man to see. If you 

didn’t need a hug, you got one anyway. Arvid made 
people feel seen, heard and valued. 

Although a natural-born performer, he had no appar-
ent desire to be famous. He was happy to entertain his 
friends and neighbours, and to share his myriad obser-
vations about life. He was not afraid to try new things on 
stage and to fail or fl ourish in the process. 

Unlike many on this island who thrive in safe ideo-
logical camps, Arvid had friends on all sides. He brought 
us together with humour, holding up a slightly skewed 
mirror and pointing out how island ways are unique and 
often hilarious. It’s been said in the past week that Arvid 
represented the heart and soul of Salt Spring Island. That 
statement is not an exaggeration, and that’s why the 
island mourns so deeply now. 

Arvid frequently probed the topic of death in his com-
edy routines. One of his most poignant performances 
was the Flukimus Maximus show he did in May of 
2012, following the murder of his dear friend Robin 
Wood in Melaque. 

For Arvid’s sake we can be happy his death 
occurred quickly and while doing what he loved to 
do, but that is a small consolation.

Salt Spring Island will miss you Arvid. 

Information supplants real world 
I was listening to CBC radio the other morning while eating a 

boiled egg, and heard the following on the weather/road report:
“There’s a chain-up order in effect at Bob’s Canyon on the Coqui-

halla.”
Since I had no plans to travel anywhere near the Coquihalla any 

time soon, I was ready to ignore the information and get on with but-
tering a slice of toast, except for the name “Bob’s Canyon.” 

What a great B.C. place name, I thought. How plain and homely, 
evoking some ordinary guy called Bob who either stumbled across 
the canyon in the early days of white exploration, or maybe drowned 
in it, or camped there for days during a blizzard, or built the fi rst log 
bridge with his ax and not much else.

Whoever he was, he was a real man, bearded and smelly, taciturn 
no doubt, trudging his way through the mountains into the oblivion 
of history.

Contrast that vision with “a chain-up order in effect.” It’s not 
just the modernity of the activity, but the abstract emptiness of the 
phrase that startles by its contrast. 

Chains are real things of course, and it doesn’t take much imagina-
tion to envision some poor driver grovelling on his knees in the fall-
ing snow holding a tangled mess of chains in gloveless hands trying 
to fi gure out how the damned things are supposed to link around 
tires that are half buried in slush. 

The image is real, but the language isn’t. A “chain-up order” dis-
tances itself from the misery of a snowy roadside and stays aloof 
in the purely mental realm of “information.” The phrase “to be in 
effect” similarly locates itself in an almost Platonic realm of ideas, 
rather than in the theatre of real actions in a real world.

So much of our public language, it struck me at that breakfast 
table, worships the abstract at the expense of the real. Supposedly 

universal ideas push aside the specifi city of things.
And so much of our technology too. 
I remember last summer taking my brother-in-law hiking on 

Mount Erskine. When we reached the second power line with its 
great view to the north-east, I looked over and saw him poring over 
the GPS on his smart phone. 

“What are you doing?” I asked. 
“I want to see where we are.”
“We’re right here,” I said, pointing at the rocks, the trees, the trail 

underfoot, the island spread out below us, though I realized we were 
talking different languages.

In a book called Beyond Zero and One: Machines, Psychedelics, 
and Consciousness, Andrew Smart apparently argues (according to 
a review in The Guardian) that there is no such thing as “informa-
tion.” Or rather that information is a construct of human mental 
agendas:

“In Smart’s reasonable view, information only makes sense in 
the context of a conscious observer. If there were no minds in the 
universe, there would be no information. So ‘information’ is a short-
hand for talking about the ways we interact with reality, but it is not 
reality itself.”

Increasingly, new technology privileges information at the 
expense of our awareness of a real world made up of such th ings as 
snow, slush, warm eggs and the memory of grizzled, long-dead men. 

Alas, we lose much by the exchange.
How appropriate that the book’s author’s name is Smart. It’s 

almost as good as Bob.

The writer is the author of poetry books Anything But the Moon 
and The Glassblowers, and a memoir called The Geography of Arrival. 

EDITORIAL
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Frank normile
There’s no school that day, so 
I’ll be taking care of my son.

Cali Chang
It’s my husband’s birthday, so 
we’ll do whatever he wants 
to do.

melissa DyCk
I heard The Kerplunks are 
playing. We might do that.

gretta hilDebranDt
I’m inviting my oldest 
daughter to come back to 
the island and spend the day 
with us.

reeD riCharD
I think we’re going to go to the 
beach and maybe take a cold 
swim and have a picnic. And 
we’ll probably read some books.

salt spring 
says
We asked: 
How will you 
celebrate 
Family Day?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By Maggie ZiegLer
A hallmark of the 2016 Salt Spring Film 

Festival will be a strong showing by film-
makers exploring the history, culture and 
present-day social justice issues of Cana-
da’s First Nations.

This past year the federal Liberals cam-
paigned on meaningful reconciliation with 
First Nations alongside the release of the 
final report of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, with its 94 recommendations 
aimed at redressing the legacy of residen-
tial schools and promoting reconciliation 
at all levels of society. The past year also 
brought First Nations repeatedly into the 
news with legal challenges against pipe-
lines and front-line stands against diverse 
environmental concerns. At the local level, 
the Salt Spring community joined with First 
Nations, on whose traditional lands we live, 
to bring protection to Grace Islet and the 
indigenous ancestors buried there.  

The film festival is pleased to support 
these movements for justice and recon-
ciliation by presenting documentaries 
that foster awareness and understand-
ing, beginning with a special screening at 
ArtSpring on Saturday, Feb. 20. Fractured 

Land tells the story of natu-
ral gas exploitation in a vast 
north-east corner of British 
Columbia through the eyes 
of Caleb Benn. A Dene lawyer and activ-
ist, Benn struggles with fractures that 
challenge both his external and internal 
worlds.  

On the festival weekend, March 4-6, the 
environmental and First Nations explora-
tion moves to northern Ontario where De 
Beers opened a diamond mine in 2008 
in the territory of the Attawapiskat. After 
the Last River highlights broken promises 
and conflicts, environmental and health 
concerns, and tangled relations between 
industry and government that together 
suggest that colonial policies reside not 
only in the past. 

Current relationships between indig-
enous and non-indigenous Canadians is 
the focus of Elder in the Making, which 
profiles a journey made by two men: 
Blackfoot Cowboy Smithx and first gen-
eration Chinese-Canadian Chris Hsiung. 
Cowboy wants to explore his Blackfoot 
ancestry, including the question of what 
makes an elder. Filmmaker Hsiung is 

trying to understand what it 
means to live in Treaty 7 ter-
ritory. In the process of trav-
elling the land together and 

exploring their heritage we learn with 
them that we are all treaty people.  

In a short few minutes, Xwaaqw’um 
brings relationship issues home, offering 
an evocative and revealing view into gath-
erings of indigenous and non-indigenous 
people in Burgoyne Bay over the past 
summer. 

The Pass System tackles a shameful 
moment in history, when off-reserve 
movement was controlled by passes 
which had to be applied for, restrict-
ing free movement of First Nations. This 
hard story of how the Canadian govern-
ment implemented this system in 1885 
— deliberately and with full awareness 
that it was against the laws of the day — 
reveals one strand of the divisions that 
continue today. 

The Pass System shows with Kokum, a 
short in which Kevin Papatie offers a trib-
ute to his grandmother and to the history 
and resilience of the Anicinape people. 

One of the recommendations of the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
was  an inquiry into the frightening num-
bers of missing and murdered aborigi-
nal women and this issue is tackled in 
Highway of Tears. Lonely Highway 16 in 
northern British Columbia is the site of 
18 unsolved disappearances. Naming the 
missing and telling their stories, the film 
locates their loss within a larger context, 
including the responses of police and the 
wider society, making an essential contri-
bution to the public dialogue that must 
accompany the coming inquiry. 

First Nations feature in other B.C.-
based stories, from the moving depic-
tion of community in Haida Gwaii, to 
people joining forces against a ski resort 
in Jumbo Wild.  

The festival hopes that this rich cor-
nucopia of films portraying aspects of 
indigenous history and current experi-
ences can make a contribution to under-
standing and reconciliation between the 
original inhabitants of this land and those 
who came later. 

The writer is screening committee coor-
dinator for the Salt Spring Film Festival.

Path to reconciliation possible through films

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “common sense used to prevail, but i 
realize there’s a lot of people out there without common sense.”

RON SMITH, SALT SPRING CONTRACTOR/exCAvATOR

Fitting tribute 
needed 

Our little island lost a 
bit of its heart and soul 
with the death of Arvid 
Chalmers last week. 

I would like to propose 
that we come together as 
an island and pay trib-
ute to Arvid’s contribu-
tions to our community 
by  d e s i g n i n g  a  f i t t i n g 
remembrance to his spir-
it, his humour, his hugs, 
to his theatre, his music 
and to his view of our 
world. 

C o u l d  w e  s o m e h ow 
m a k e  t h e  b o a r d w a l k 
happen and build into 
the design a very funky 
performance area (l ike 
his clamshell and picnic 
area) for performances 
that encourage young/
old talent of all sorts? It 
could be an informal free 

location that encourages 
hugs and smiles and a 
sense of community.

Thanks, Arvid, for being 
in our lives and teaching 
us so much, and of course 
thanks for the laughs and 
the  hugs,  and making 
Salt Spring a very special 
place to call home. You 
are always in our hearts.
Margaret BenMore, 
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Message to 
Trust hurts

Re: “Islands Trust lim-
its participant’s activi-
ties  – varzeliotis denied 
delegation and speaking 
opportunities” in the Jan. 
20 Driftwood.

The ar t ic le  cr ies  for 
corrective measures.  It 
sources the information 
to Local Trust Commit-
tee chair Peter Luckham; 
to trustee George Grams’ 

“statements” to reporter 
elizabeth Nolan; and to 
an email communication 
to the Driftwood from 
trustee Grams, also men-
tioned in the subject arti-
cle. I will comment on the 
first item but I will defer 
comment on the others.

At the LTC meeting, I 
had requested an amend-
ment of the agenda due to 
it containing, once again, 
entries that were not true 
and were, therefore dis-
i n f o r m i n g  t h e  p u b l i c . 
Unwil l ing to make the 
corrections to the agen-
da, or dispute my request, 
Luckham elected to “jus-
tify” what I was objecting 
to. He read into the record 
of the meeting a letter 
he had mailed me, pri-
vately, on May 21, 2015, 
announcing yet another 
expansion to the  Trust 
c e n s o r s h i p  a p p a r a t u s 
and revving up its deploy-

ment. This the Trust has 
not the authority to do 
and,  in any event,  the 
Trust is commanded by 
law, to do things in pub-
lic, which explains why 
they did the censorship 
escalation by stealth.

It  a lso  explains  why 
c h a i r  L u c k h a m  o m i t -
ted mention of the fact 
that I had answered his 
letter ;  and that he has 
censored my repeated 
request to make public his 
letter and my response.

The recent escalation of 
censorship and the out-
burst of personal attacks 
manifests the effects of 
my work on the Trust — 
work on issues such as 
the Brinkworthy sports 
multiplex, island gover-
nance, government trans-
parency,  reversing the 
demise of Booth Canal, 
etc. They are shooting the 
messenger because the 

message hurts.
I will repeat here a chal-

lenge I have posed count-
less times to the Trust, 
one occasion being the 
LTC  m e e t i n g  a t  i s s u e, 
a  chal lenge they have 
not even attempted to 
answer: “Come and show 
me something, anything 
at all, that I said or wrote, 
that is not true, or that 
would have better been 
left untold — please do.”

It tells it all, does it not?
toM VarZeLiotis,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

No sympathy 
for ferry user

Nobody asked me, but 
I think Shilo Zylbergold 
deser ves  the badge of 
cr ybaby over  his  ferr y 
woes (“Why no flexibility 
when BCF causes tardi-
ness?” Jan. 27 Driftwood 
column).

M o s t  e x p e r i e n c e d 
island ferry users would 
simply have arranged a 
m e d i c a l  a p p o i n t m e n t 
later in the day. 

However, we can for-
give him as his columns 
are always fun to read. 
ChuCk harris, 
p e n d e r  i S l a n d 

A friend’s 
farewell to
Arvid

“I knew him, Horatio, 
a fellow of infinite jest, 
of most excellent fancy.” 
Hamlet, Act 1, Scene 1.

Muchas gracias, Arvid, 
for the years of fun and 
laughter. 

via con Dios, amigo. I 
will miss you.
siD FiLkoW,
S a l t  S p r i n g  

GUESTColumn

MORE LETTERS  continued on 9
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WELL EQUIPPED FROM
$25,995*

Send your submissions to news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com or drop them off at the Driftwood offi ce. 
Published in the fi rst Driftwood of each month! Brought to  you by Saunders Subaru.

WEDNESDAY 
SALT SPRING GENEALOGY GROUP meets on the 
last Wednesday of each month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Mormon church. Info: Claudia, 250-538-1708.
SALT SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB meets on the 
second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Harbour House Crofton Room. 
SOUTH SALT SPRING SENIORS meet on the last 
Wednesday of each month at Fulford Hall at 2 p.m. 
STITCH DIMENSION QUILT GUILD meets on the 
� rst and third Wednesdays of the month from 
October through June from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Salt 
Spring Island Baptist Church, around the back. 
YOUTH CREATIVE WRITING GROUP for ages 9-13 
runs at the Salt Spring Library led by Nikky from 4-6 
p.m. on the � rst Wednesday of the month. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
BOOMERFIT at Fulford Hall. Focus is on the Boomer 
demographic. All aspects of � tness are covered using 
a mindful approach in all exercises. This class is based 
on functional movement, and o� ers a low-impact, 
injury-free environment for any � tness level. Led 
by Trisha, certi� ed personal trainer. 9-10 a.m. Info: 
trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP for people caring 
for individuals with Alzheimers and others. Every 
Wednesday at Salt Spring Seniors (379 Lower 
Ganges Rd.) at 11 a.m. Info: Margaret Monro, 250-
537-5004.
CHAIR YOGA with Celeste Mallett Jason at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
COMPUTER DROP-IN HELP — Free help with 
computer, tablet, smartphone problems at Salt 
Spring Literacy. Drop in at 126 Hereford Ave. 
between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
CRYSTAL BOWLS & VOCAL VIBRATIONS with 
Adam Huber at SSI Wellness Centre. 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 12:45 p.m. 
HOT HATHA YOGA at The Nest hot yoga. 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:45 a.m. and Moksha-inspired Level 1 hot yoga 
from 12 to 1 p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
MEDITATION GROUP suitable for beginners 
meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10:10 to 11 a.m. 
Everyone welcome. Info: Deb Stevenson, 250-930-
5333.
MEDITATION MEETINGS and teachings with the 
Salt Spring Vipassana Society. The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. Teachings o� ered by donation 
with Insight Meditation teacher Heather Martin. 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 
MEN’S BRIDGE at Salt Spring Seniors at 7 p.m. 
PILATES CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats Pajamas 
Studio, 104 Langs Rd. 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Info/
register: anna@bonesforever.com Pilates is a body 
conditioning system that builds � exibility and long, 
lean muscles, strength and endurance. 
SSI ROTARY CLUB meets each Wednesday for a 
deliciously prepared lunch with community focused 
speakers and presentations at the Harbour House 
Hotel from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SWING DANCE at SS Elementary School gym. 
East-Coast, West-Coast, and Lindy Hop. Everyone 
welcome. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, 
call Larry Nelson or Wendy Hartnett at 250-537-
4118.
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
THE WELCOME GROUP of Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets every day at Central Hall at 12 noon. More Salt 
Spring AA info: 250-221-1559.
YOGA (MIXED LEVELS) with Celeste Mallett Jason at 
SSI Wellness. 9:30 a.m to 10:45 a.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
YOGA with Dorothy Price. At The Gatehouse at 
Stowel Lake Farm. 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
YOGA with Jim Dickinson at Salt Spring Seniors at 10 
a.m. Bring a yoga mat and towel. 
ZEN MEDITATION at 210 Cedar Lane at 7 p.m. 
Call 250-653-2411 for details. Newcomers always 
welcome. 
ZUMBA TONING with Lee Sigmund at SS Wellness. 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY 
BOOK CLUB meets on the second Thursday at Salt 
Spring Seniors in the lounge at 1:30 p.m.
LIBRARY BOOK CLUB open to all meets on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at the library. 1 to 
3 p.m. 
OPEN MIC POETRY NIGHT at the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room on the � rst Thursday of the month. 
Sign-up at 6:45 p.m.; one poem per reader; event 
begins at 7 p.m. Guest poets read at 7:30. 
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION — Group 
meditations for all who have learned TM. Last 
Thursday of each month 7:30 p.m. Call 778-353-
3014 for address and more information. Free 
introductory lectures by appointment. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
AL-ANON for friends and families of alcoholics 
meets at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church rear 
annex. 12 noon. 
BOOMERFIT AT SSI WELLNESS CENTRE. Focus 
is on the Boomer demographic.  All aspects of 
� tness are covered using a mindful approach 
in all exercises. This class is based on functional 
movement, and o� ers a low-impact, injury-free 
environment for any � tness level. Led by Trisha, 
certi� ed personal trainer. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.  
trisha.synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656
BRIDGE runs at Salt Spring Seniors at 12:45 p.m. 
DANCE TEMPLE at Beaver Point Hall from 7 to 
9 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: Alice Friedman, 
250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
NIA at Fulford Hall Annex. 10 to 11 a.m. (See 
Tuesday description.) Info: Arleen, 250-653-9235. 
Call Donna at 250-653-9985 for fee info. 
PROBUS group for retired professionals/business 
people meets on the second Thursday of each 
month at Meaden Hall at 10 a.m. with special 
guest speakers each time. Info: probus.ssi@gmail.
com
SALTY WHEELS SQUARE DANCE CLUB meets at 
734 Upper Ganges Road. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Info: 
Marilynne, 250-537-5356.
SENIORS LUNCH runs at Salt Spring Seniors at 
12 noon. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB beginners class at 
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-
5667.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
TAOIST TAI CHI for beginners at All Saints By-the-
Sea, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with beginners until 
noon. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
THE WELCOME GROUP of Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets every day at Central Hall at 12 noon. More Salt 
Spring AA info: 250-221-1559.
VINYASA YOGA at the Nest hot yoga. 8:30 to 9:30 
a.m. PLUS Warm Hatha from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at SS 
Centre of Yoga from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
BOOMERFIT at Beaver Point Hall. Focus is on the 
Boomer demographic. All aspects of � tness are 
covered using a mindful approach in all exercises. 
This class is based on functional movement, and 
o� ers a low-impact, injury-free environment 
for any � tness level. 9 to 10 a.m. Info: trisha.
synergy� t@gmail.com, 250-653-4656.
BRIDGE GAMES run at Salt Spring Seniors at 
12:30 p.m. 
COFFEE & CONVERSATION TIME for seniors is at 
Salt Spring Seniors at 10 a.m. 
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches 
for the everyday body to classical music with 
Catherine Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Anna Haltrecht at Cats 
Pajamas Studio, 104 Langs Rd., 10 to 11 a.m. 
Move with less pain and stress by learning how 
to make any activity more e� ective and more 
enjoyable. Info/register: anna@bonesforever.com. 
MAH JONGG players gather at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 12:15 p.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
STORYTIME — Ideal for kids aged 3 to 6 and 
their families. SS Library. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. 
TANGO PRACTICES for newcomers and old. Top 
� oor of the Core Inn. 8 to 10 p.m. Facebook: Por 
El Amor del Tango-Salt Spring Tango; Terri at ssi.
tango@gmail.com
THE WELCOME GROUP of Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets every day at Central Hall at 12 noon. More Salt 
Spring AA info: 250-221-1559.
WARM HATHA � ow yoga at The Nest hot yoga. 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

EVERY SATURDAY 
DAD ‘N’ ME PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Family Place. 
For dads and kids aged 0 to 6. 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
MEAT DRAW at the Legion. 5 p.m. 
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. Open practice. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-1721. 
TECH TUTORING WITH JOHN at the Salt Spring 
library on Saturdays on the hour from 10 a.m. 
through 4 p.m. All topics, including Macs. Please 
sign up at the library for the appropriate date 
and time, complete with contact information and 
tutoring topic.
THE WELCOME GROUP of Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets every day at Central Hall at 12 noon. More Salt 
Spring AA info: 250-221-1559.
TODDLERTIME at the library for children under 
four and their families. 10:30 a.m. 
VINYASA YOGA at The Nest hot yoga. 9:30 to 
10:45 a.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

SUNDAY 
REIKI/ENERGY SHARE GROUP is on the last 
Sunday of each month at SSI Wellness Centre. 1 
to 3 p.m. 
SENIORS’ QUIZ NIGHT runs on the � rst and third 
Sundays of each month at SS Seniors Centre. 7 p.m. 
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP meets on the � rst 
three Sundays of every month at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 10:30 a.m. For weekly program, visit 
www.saltspringunitarians.com for info.
THE WELCOME GROUP of Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets every day at Central Hall at 12 noon. More Salt 
Spring AA info: 250-221-1559.

EVERY SUNDAY 
POKER at the Legion. 1 p.m. 
RED COURT INDOOR TENNIS. Drop in and play at 
Centre Court (behind the golf course). For ages 16 
and over. 3 to 5 p.m. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — All styles at 210 Cedar 
Lane. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
THE WELCOME GROUP of Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets every day at Central Hall at 12 noon. More Salt 
Spring AA info: 250-221-1559.

MONDAY 
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC on the last Monday of 
each month at SS Seniors. 10 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
SSI PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION usually 
meets on the third Monday of each month at the 
Portlock Park portable. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome. 
Con� rm meeting date at 250-537-4448.
SSI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION meets on the 
fourth Monday of each month at the Portlock Park 
portable. 4 to 6 p.m. Public welcome.
TWO TWOONIE LUNCH at Salt Spring Seniors on 
the second and fourth Monday of each month. 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 250-537-4604 to reserve your 
spot in advance!
ZUMBA DANCE FITNESS with Lee Sigmund at SSI 
Wellness Centre. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 
ACTIVE LEARNING group meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 2:30 p.m.
CHESS GROUP meets at Salt Spring Seniors from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE meets every Monday at 6:30 
p.m. at Salt Spring Seniors. Info: George Laundry at 
250-653-9095 or pastorale@shaw.ca.
EVERYBODY STRETCH — Everyday stretches for 
the everyday body to classical music with Catherine 
Bennett. SSI Wellness Centre. 1 to 2 p.m. 
FELDENKRAIS AWARENESS THROUGH 
MOVEMENT® CLASS with Alice Friedman at The 
Gatehouse, 190 Reynolds Rd., 9 to 10 a.m. Info: Alice 
Friedman, 250-653-4332, alicef@saltspring.com.
MEN’S BASKETBALL. Mondays at the GISS gym. 8 
to 10 p.m. 
MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at The Nest 
hot yoga. 9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. and from 6 to 7:15 
p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
READERS’ THEATRE meets at Salt Spring Seniors 
at 10 a.m. 
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Applications at 210 
Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. With beginners until 8 p.m. Info: 
Stephanie, 250-537-1721.
TECH TUTORING WITH CONRAD at the Salt Spring 
library. iPad, Tablet and eReader Tutoring with Conrad 
Koke. Sessions available at 12 and 1 p.m. Sign-up 
sheets are found in the Info Desk Programs binder.
TOASTMASTERS public speaking group meets 
Mondays at the Catholic Church, lower room, 135 
Drake Rd. 7 p.m. sharp. 
THE CLINIC by OPT: Options for Sexual Health is 
open every Monday at the Çore Inn 2nd � oor. 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. 250-537-8786.
THE WELCOME GROUP of Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets every day at Central Hall at 12 noon. More Salt 
Spring AA info: 250-221-1559.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL. All ages and levels of 
play. Clean non-marking shoes required. SIMS 
gym. 5:30 to 7:10 p.m. Free. Info: Annette at 
aodurukwe@yahoo.com. 

EVERY MONDAY 
YOGA WITH CELESTE MALLETT JASON at SSI 
Wellness Centre. Hips & Shoulders, 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m.; Level 1 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Yoga 
on the Wall from 3:45 to 5 p.m.; and Mixed Levels 
from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE for all levels at the 
Salt Spring Centre of Yoga. 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
ARTS & CRAFTS GROUP meets at Salt Spring 
Seniors at 1 p.m. 
CHAIR YOGA WITH CATE at the Fulford Hall 
Seniors Room. 2 to 3:15 p.m. c.mcewen@shaw.
ca, 250-653-9148
CHESS GROUP plays games at Salt Spring 
Seniors. 6:30 p.m. 
FLOOR HOCKEY. Drop-in � oor hockey at Fulford 
Hall. 7:30 p.m. Info: Normand, 250-653-9798.
LOST CHORDS seniors choir practices at Salt 
Spring Seniors. 10:30 a.m. 
MOKSHA-INSPIRED FLOW HOT YOGA at the 
Nest hot yoga. 5:30 to 7 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
NIA. The original fusion/� tness program that 
o� ers the joy of dance, the power of martial arts, 
the � exibility and mindfulness of yoga and more. 
Blissful, sweaty fun that will completely change 
how you feel about your body and exercise. 10:45 
to 11:45 a.m. at SS United Church hall, and 5:45 
to 7 p.m. at the Core Inn. Info + pre-register with 
Arleen at 250-653-9235. 
SS SEARCH & RESCUE - Learn ground survival, 
search and rescue techniques at the SAR Hall. 7 to 
9 p.m. Or phone Chuck Hamilton, 250-537-6601.
SMARTSOMATICS classes with Nelly Kostelijk 
at North End Fitness from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Info: 250-537-2056 or http://smartsomatics.
shawwebspace.ca/.
STAY AND PLAY DROP-IN for parents and 
caregivers and their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
SEVEN STARS TAI CHI CLUB — Yang Style at 
210 Cedar Lane. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 250-537-
5667
TAOIST TAI CHI at All Saints By-the-Sea, 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info: Stephanie, 250-537-
1721.
THE WELCOME GROUP of Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets every day at Central Hall at 12 noon. More Salt 
Spring AA info: 250-221-1559.
UBUNTU sacred chants with Barb Slater. SSI 
Wellness Centre. 1 to 2:30 p.m.
VINYASA FLOW at the Nest hot yoga. 9:30 to 
10:45 a.m. Info: theneshotyoga@gmail.com
YOGA WITH DOROTHY PRICE — Yin Style and 
Restorative. SS Centre of Yoga. 5 to 6 p.m. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT 64 (GULF ISLANDS) 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR 2016/2017

Early Registration for all programs in School District 64 will take place from 
February 9 to March 15.

New Registrations:

Kindergarten – If your child will be five (5) years of age on or before December 31, 
2016 (born in 2011), please register them at the school in your residential catchment 
area. Students currently enrolled in the district’s Strong Start Programs are required 
to complete a Kindergarten registration form.

Parents or Guardians:
Please bring the following documentation when you register:

•  Verification of the child’s birth date and citizenship status (birth certificate, 
passport or Landed Immigrant authorization)

•  Care Card, and
•  Immunization records

Grade 1 to 12 – Please register your child in the school in your residential catchment 
area.
Expressions of interest in specific programs can the found on the registration form 
available at http://sd64.bc.ca/student-registration.pdf. Program placement is subject 
to the availability of space in specialized programs. Please note that additional 
application information is required for admission to French Immersion & MYSEEC 
at Saltspring Island Middle School and for the SEEC Program located on Saturna 
Island. Registration and water taxi transportation are subject to School District 
Policies/Procedures 530 and 700 available at http://sd64.bc.ca/district/policies-and-
procedures/.

Current Students: If you wish to express interest in a specific program at your 
child’s school please contact your school principal. Program placement is subject 
to the availability of space in specialized programs. Please note that additional 
application information is required for admission to French Immersion & MYSEEC 
at Saltspring Island Middle School and for the SEEC Program located on Saturna 
Island. Registration and water taxi transportation are subject to School District 
Policies/ Procedures 530 and 700 available at http://sd64.bc.ca/district/policies-
and-procedures/. For additional information about high school programs available 
through Gulf Islands Secondary School contact the school’s principal.

CROSS BOUNDARY TRANSFER REQUESTS must be completed annually by 
parents/guardians who wish to transfer their child to a school out of their catchment 
area (reference: Policy and Procedure 530). The cross boundary transfer request 
form can be found at http://sd64.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/cross_boundary_
request_2015_2.pdf. Parents must first get signatures from both Principals before 
the form is submitted to the School Board Office for the Superintendent’s approval. 
Upon receipt at the School Board Office the form will be time and date stamped. 
The deadline for accepting cross boundary request forms is March 15. Placement is 
subject to the availability of space.

This does not apply for normal grade transitions to the next level at another 
school within the prescribed catchment area.

henri Procter

250-537-1201
henriprocter@gmail.com

www.realtysaltspringisland.com

*
*Henri Procter Personal Real Estate Corporation

101-170 Fulford Ganges Road

Contact Henri today for a private consultation 
to discuss your real estate goals.

® 

Over the past 29 years, Henri has 
gained a reputation as one of the 
most distinguished agents in the area, 
garnering recognition that includes the 
MLS  Gold Award for 8 consecutive 
years (top 10% of agents out of approx. 
1200 in Vic. Real Estate Board) and the 
prestigious MLS  President’s Award 
for 10 years consecutive Gold/Silver. 
Put her vast knowledge of the market 
and her honest evaluation of property 
to work for you.

® 

CAll GAil, SEAN OR EliZABETH 
iF YOU SEE NEWS HAppENiNG 

250-537-9933

pHOTO BY JEN MAClEllAN 

PaPEr faCE: Salt Spring library co-op student Camden Jenkins coaches kids on how to 
make the perfect newspaper hat during Family literacy Games Day on Saturday.  The event 
was co-sponsored by the Salt Spring island public library and Salt Spring literacy. 

Keep ‘em in 
stitches, Arvid

I’ve met many Salt Spring charac-
ters over my lifetime — Dick Royal, 
Luke Harrison and Johnny Bennett 
— to mention just a few of the more 
notable. All of them have left fond 
memories, and most of those recol-
lections fall on the far side of politi-
cal correctness, where relentless 
humour and common sense often 
reside side by side. 

Arvid (whose last name forever 
played second fiddle) was not just 
another wonderful, memorable 
character. He was more. Larger 
than life (especially when he sucked 
in his gut and held his breath in 
competition with Dave Phillips), 
Arvid cast a bright shadow on all 
those who crossed his path. Dou-
ble hugs for all, rain or shine, were 
mandatory, whether you felt com-
fortable with them or not. I cannot 
remember having a single conver-
sation with him in public that wasn’t 
momentarily interrupted by them.   

While he perhaps suffered our 
sharing of fools slightly lighter than 
I, he always found the wordplay 
humour in everything local, from 
the Islands Trust and CRD Building 
Inspection, to the abattoir and the 
“Boardwalk to Nowhere.”

Having grown up on a diet of 
puns myself, our exchanges invari-
ably led to hilarity . . . at least in 
our own minds. In over 30 years I 
can’t remember one instance where 
smiles and laughter weren’t front 
and centre of every conversation.

Alter ego characters? From Mag-
gie to Milt Bottomley, to the cov-
eralled Geezer and, if your imag-
ination will allow it, to Fattiman, 
the male belly dancer. The sight of 
him shimmying, while jingling zils, 
with his alluring and seductive eyes 
peering above the veil, matching 
hip/belly-shaking dance moves 
with my wife is one vision that is 
forever burned indelibly into my 
neurons, and now likely yours.  

His enormous care of and love for 
others I will leave to other people 
to express, and I suspect those tales 
will fill and speak volumes of his 
basic nature: a man who loved to 
love.

Actor, musician, realtor (pardon 
me, I mean fulfiller of dreams), 
gentleman, standup comic, lover, 
father, grandfather, friend. It doesn’t 
matter which one, two or many of 
these he was to you, to know him 
was to love him. “Hooray” for a 
life well lived has never been more 
appropriate.   

While swallows will return from 
Mexico to Capistrano next month, 
spring on the island will never again 
be the same without Arvid’s return. 

Hasta que nos encontramos 
de nuevo, mi amigo. Keep ‘em in 
stitches up there . . . but go easy on 
the St. Peter jokes . . . .
ERIC BOOTH,
S a l t  S p r i n g    

Arvid statue
There should be a statue of 

Arvid placed on the grounds of 
ArtSpring. That is where he spent 
so many hours putting a laugh in 
our bellies and smile on our faces.

An Arvid hug to all,
CuRT FIREsTOnE,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Memorial award 
ArtSpring has lost a friend and 

supporter, and the Salt Spring com-
munity has lost a treasure. 

Arvid Chalmers was one of the 
driving forces and founding mem-
bers who helped turn the vision of 
a community arts centre into real-
ity, and his sudden death on Jan. 28 
comes as a shock to all of us.

As we all know, Arvid brought 
laughter and entertainment to Salt 
Spring, going back to the early days 
in the Hysterical Society, the kilt-
wearing Scottish Legion member 
Maggie MacCaffrey, the sleazy real-
tor Milt Bottomley, and of course as 
one of the Geezers, beside his long-
time comedy partner Sid Filkow. He 
also loved music and performed 
enthusiastically, and it is consoling 
that he died doing something that 
he so enjoyed.

Arvid was also generous with his 
time at ArtSpring, serving in recent 
years as the gifted auctioneer in 
our Treasure Fair. He continued to 
make suggestions about how to 
make ArtSpring a better place.

We know how passionate Arvid 
was about children and young 
adults, and ArtSpring is investigat-
ing the legality of the Island Arts 
Centre Society making a financial 
award in his memory to a GISS stu-
dent in the performing arts this 
spring.

Our condolences go out to his 
family and his many friends. His 
loss will be felt across the island.
DOnalD MClEnnan, 
p r e S i d e n t ,  i S l a n d  a r t S  C e n t r e 
S o C i e t y

Return peacock 
This is addressed to the person 

who bird-napped a brass peacock 
fire screen from my garden, on a very 
small quiet road in the north end. 

It is also to the family and friends 
of said person who know of the cap-
tured peacock — “the spoils of the 
raid.” 

You have stolen a key element of 
a developing story that I am build-
ing with my grandchildren in our 
imaginarium.

Taking what is not given to you 
shows very bad manners and the 
gods will bring you your just reward. 
It is very bad karma. I hope you will 
learn from this mistake. 

Return the peacock to its story 
and change your behaviour. You 
are going in a very unhealthy direc-
tion. You are seriously not a good 
or kind person. You will have to live 
with your conscience. You know you 
have done something wrong. 

You have caused unnecessary 
sadness to people you don’t even 
know. Why? 

Do you feel like a hero, are you 
proud of what you have done?

Any of your family members or 
friends who see your prize will also 
know that you have behaved badly 
and you are not a person to be trust-
ed. 

Please, put the peacock back in its 
story and let us continue to play with 
our imaginations. 

Become a better person. Life will 
be much more fun and easier for 
you.
MaRGaRET BEnMORE, 
S a l t  S p r i n g 

MORELETTERS
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Love Scallop
                         Tickle Trunk Productions  presents

Patrice
  Bowler

Mahon Hall
Feb 12,13 &14

at 7:30 pm
Feb 14 Matinee

at 2:00 pm
Tickets $15 at SS Books 

    $20 at Door

The Magical Musical

Patrick Cassidy

Mahon Hall
Feb 12, 13 & 14 at 7:30 pm
Feb 14 Matinee at 2:00 pm

Tickets $15 at SS Books  
$20 @ Door

Diana English 
on piano

SALT SPRING ISLAND

RECYCLING DEPOT
349 RAINBOW ROAD

WILL BE 
CLOSED

SATURDAY, 
FEB. 6 FOR 

FAMILY DAY
LONG WEEKEND

OPEN AGAIN 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9

Regular hours:
Tuesday to Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

approved

Sunday Night Music with
The Barley Brothers 

See details on Facebook

Burger & A PinT 
$14.95 - All day Monday

arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment

Make sure your business 
is advertised in the . . .

The Gulf Islander is the islands’ primary print marketing tool for reaching prospective 
visitors to the Gulf Islands. It is available free at visitor information centres and ferry 
terminals in southwestern British Columbia.

. Gabriola. Galiano
. Mayne
. Pender

Visitor inforMation for the 
Canadian Gulf islands

Gulf Islander
2015 Visitors’ Guide

Gulf IslanderGulf Islander
. saturna
. salt spring. sidney

AttrActions • recreAtion • Arts • MAps • Dining • AccoMMoDAtions
gi pages 2015.indd   1

2015-03-20   2:10 PM

Call now if you have not booked

                            250.537.9933
Gulf Islander

DANCE NIGHT 

Swing Shift heats up ‘Valentine’s Eve’
Live music and 
dance party Feb. 13

Salt Spring’s community big 
band and special guest vocalists 
will help get islanders warmed 
up for Valentine’s Day by play-
ing some hot jazz standards the 
evening before at Fulford Hall.

Salt Spring’s well known and 
popular vocalist Tara MacLean 

will join Swing Shift this time 
around to bring the audience 
some appropriate ballads for 
“Valentine’s Eve” on Saturday, 
Feb. 13. 

Those who were turned away 
from the band’s sold-out perfor-
mance at the Legion in Novem-
ber will have another chance to 
hear original Andrews Sisters 
arrangements featuring Sue 
Newman, Jekka Krayenhoff and 
Margo Milton, back by popular 

demand. Kevin Wilkie will be 
back too, singing music made 
famous by Bing Crosby and 
Frank Sinatra. 

“This family-friendly event 
will be the best Valentine’s deal 
on Salt Spring, so don’t be dis-
appointed: get your tickets 
early,” the band suggests.

The larger hall will not only 
accommodate a bigger crowd 
but give dancers much more 
space to cut a rug as the musi-

cians bring to life the music 
of Glenn Miller, Count Basie, 
Ary Barroso, Hoagy Carmi-
chael, George Gershwin, Benny 
Goodman, Harry James, Chick 
Corea and others. Along with 
great music, party goers can 
enjoy drinks at the bar and 
snacks prepared by Lou Ellis.   

Tickets are available at Salt 
Spring Books and the Rainbow 
Road Pool.

The fun starts at 8 p.m.

FAMILY DAY 

The Kerplunks make Family Day fun 
Concert with all-ages appeal

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Arts Council will once 
again offer a special way to celebrate Fam-
ily Day on Salt Spring with an afternoon 
concert and dance party taking place at 
Mahon Hall.

The Feb. 8 show features three-time 
Juno nominees The Kerplunks, a Gabriola 
Island-based quartet known for providing 
kid-centered content with a grown-up 
groove.

The band is fronted by the dynamic 
female duo of Tina Jones (vocals, trumpet, 
baritone horn, trombone and clarinet) 
and Dinah D (vocals, upright bass and 
kazoo), who created the band by popular 
demand after running a musical preschool 
program on Gabriola. They are backed up 
by their talented male counterparts Aaron 
Cadwaladr (guitar and vocals) and Phil 
Wipper on drums. 

“We’re really excited about seeing some 
of our friends on Salt Spring,” said Dinah 
D during a phone interview with the Drift-
wood, noting the band has performed 
at Mahon Hall in the past and loves the 
venue.

In addition to community halls, The 
Kerplunks have played some of Canada’s 
biggest festivals, including the Vancou-
ver International Children’s Festival, Van-
couver 2010 Winter Olympics at Robson 
Square and the Winnipeg Folk Festival. 
They have also performed in theatres 
and throughout B.C. with the ArtStarts in 
Schools program.

They are known for bringing high-ener-
gy, colourful performances to the stage, 
with the outfits that match. As a group 
they are committed to educating children 
through musical creativity. 

Press material says their three albums 
are a mainstay in North American libraries 
and, due to this and their growing popu-
larity, the band has become well known 

all across the U.S. and Canada. Parents’ 
Choice Awards, a nonprofi t program cre-
ated in 1978 to recognize quality children’s 
media, gives The Kerplunks’ latest album 
Pants and Mammals a silver medal.

“Their original songs explore a wide 
range of subjects that enlighten and cap-
tivate on many levels,” explains a reviewer 
for BC Musician Magazine. “Pants and 
Mammals is bursting with vibrant edutain-
ment. There are songs that encourage pos-
itive ecological habits and songs about sci-
ence and biology. Songs about technology 
and asking questions. Some of the mate-
rial promotes the joy of reading, eating 
cake or starting your own band.”

Ever since their early days with the pre-
school, The Kerplunks have created music 
with their specifi c audience in mind. This 
includes the band members’ own chil-
dren, nieces and nephews, as well as their 
extended family of listeners. But while 
the material is written for an elementary 
school-aged crowd, it has much greater 
reach.

“The parents, grandparents and little 
babies also come out to our shows and 
have just as great a time,” D said.

Presenting engaging songs and a wide 
variety of upbeat musical styles that par-
ents can enjoy is the secret to getting 
everyone on their feet and participating in 
the actions that go with the songs. 

“We are kids’ music, absolutely, but we 
also appeal to everyone because we have 
jazz and swing, reggae, soca — all types of 
grooves,” D said. 

And when it comes to movement, 
there’s no trouble getting people on the 
fl oor.

“There’s always that one little guy that 
starts it all, just like any dance party, and 
then everyone starts to follow. It’s just 
human nature to want to move,” D said.

The concert starts at 2 p.m. with crafts 
and fun activities to follow. 

Entrance is by donation. The event is 
sponsored by the Salt Spring Arts Council, 
with ferry passes for the band provided by 
BC Ferries.

PHOTO COURTESY THE KERPLUNKS 

Members of The Kerplunks “put their thinking kerps on.”  The Salt Spring Arts Council 
hosts the acclaimed band for an afternoon concert on Monday, Feb. 8. 

Tickets $15, $5 student
Cash Bar and Snacks

Tickets: Salt Spring Books and Rainbow Rd. Pool

Swing Shift
Big Band

With The SS Andrews Sisters, 
Kevin Wilkie 

and Tara MacLean

Valentines 
Dance

Saturday Feb. 13th
Fulford Hall 
7:30 pm
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emergency ThEsE pagEs providE 
EmErgEncy-rElaTEd Tips and a 

sEarch & rEscuE saluTERESPONSE

Your one stop shop for all your

EMERGENCY NEEDS

250-537-5551  
SHOP 7 DAYS A WEEK

Home Owners 
helping  Homeowners

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

MOUAT’S

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Seaside on Salt Spring since 1907

Emergency 
Food Kit

item #6310-148  

$149.99

■  Water storage
■  Tents
■  Tarps
■  Gas cans
■  Can openers

■  Candles
■  Kids 
       entertainment
■  Pet food
■  Other

■  Camping fuels
■  Camp stoves
■  Batteries
■  First Aid kits 
■  Lanterns/Flashlights

Is your Emergency Kit up to date? 
Use this handy check-list to keep prepared. 
Talk to our staff for more ideas!

Don’t forget 
to stock up 

for your pets!
The BC Emergency Health Services
is proud to join the Driftwood and
the entire Gulf Islands community in
thanking our fellow first respondents, the 
local Ground Search and Rescue, for always 
looking after the safety and well being 
of our community. Thank you!

sEarCH & rEsCuE 

Survive Outside promotes safe adventure for all ages
GSAR program stresses 
prevention and survival

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Ground Search and 
Rescue has spoken with at least 
2,000 elementary school-aged chil-
dren on Salt Spring since the group 
launched its popular Hug-a-Tree 
program in 1994. Now the GSAR 
volunteers seek to promote pre-
vention and wilderness safety to 
a more mature audience through 
the Survive Outside program.

“If we could do Hug-a-Tree with 
the kids, I thought ‘Why not speak 
with a few adults?’” said Tudor 
Davies, a search and rescue volun-
teer who is leading the charge to 
educate more adults on the island 
about what it takes to stay safe and 
alive outdoors.

With newcomers attracted to the 
island for its natural beauty, it fol-
lows that many take advantage of 
opportunities to explore the easily 
accessible backwoods, shorelines 
and mountain peaks. The Survive 
Outside program gives parents, 
community group members and 
anyone else who might be interest-
ed the knowledge they need when 

something goes amiss in the great 
oudoors.

Even on a relatively small island 
like Salt Spring, an injury or a wrong 
turn can transform a peaceful day 
in the woods into a life-and-death 
emergency. Davies said he has wit-

nessed multiple cases where an 
ounce of prevention could have 
averted a major rescue operation. 
Experience shows that trip plan-
ning, training and having the right 
gear are crucial to survival.

Davies has already delivered 

the Survive Outside program to 
a receptive audience at a recent 
Rotary Club lunch meeting. By 
stressing the 10 essentials, dis-
cussing lost-person behaviour 
and talking about what to do 
when you’re lost in the woods, the 

program gives people what they 
need to know while help is on the 
way.

Whereas the youth presentation 
focuses on what to do when you 
are lost, Survive Outside devotes 
considerably more time to what 
happens to a lost person’s psycho-
logical and physical state in vari-
ous circumstances. 

“The adults don’t get to take 
home a colouring book,” Davies 
said, but they do get a manual, 
whistle, signalling device and the 
peace of mind to head into the 
back country with confidence.

“If everybody used this, even 
North Shore Search and Rescue 
[in North Vancouver] wouldn’t be 
busy.”

A person who gets lost while 
walking in Ruckle Park, for exam-
ple, may initially deny what’s hap-
pening, electing to continue walk-
ing through the woods in hopes of 
regaining the trail. Failure to find 
one’s bearings can result in panic, 
a hazardous state wherein the lost 
person can venture further into 
the woods or injure themselves 
in their haste to get properly ori-
ented. 

Photo BY AlAN BiBBY 

Salt Spring Ground Search and Rescue volunteers at a recent group gathering. 

SURVIVE  continued on 6
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This feature is brought to you by the following community minded businesses.

Salute to Salt Spring Search and Rescue Society

SEAN MCINTYRE
Team Leader

6 YEARS OF SERVICE

WENDY WEBB
GSAR Member

6 YEARS OF SERVICE

TERRY BIEMAN
Team Leader

8 YEARS OF SERVICE

KEITH CLOETE
GSAR Member

6 YEARS OF SERVICE

ALAN BIBBY
Team Leader

10 YEARS OF SERVICE

ZEKE BLAZECKA
SAR Manager

10 YEARS OF SERVICE

JUDY BURCH
Team Leader

26 YEARS OF SERVICE

MIKE BUTLER
GSAR Member

13 YEARS OF SERVICE

BILL GRIFFITHS
Team Leader

13 YEARS OF SERVICE

PER SVENDSEN
SAR Manager

12 YEARS OF SERVICE

CHUCK HAMILTON
SAR Manager

27 YEARS OF SERVICE

Bryan Crowder, Eric Ellis
Sazjo Stone

Marcus Van Wermeskerken
Clare Minvielle
Kaitlin Minvielle

Kevin Brown, Sarah Smith
Shannon Minvielle

Steffan Brown

MEMBERS IN 
TRAINING

HEATHER KILBOURNE
GSAR Member

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

KRISTIN PEEBLES
Team Leader

8 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES WOOD
Team Leader

4 YEARS OF SERVICE

KRISTIN BELISHI
Team Leader

3 YEARS OF SERVICE

SHASTA COFFEY
Team Leader

3 YEARS OF SERVICE

JASON STEADMAN
GSAR Member

3 YEARS OF SERVICE

TUDOR DAVIES
GSAR Member

3 YEARS OF SERVICE

JORDAN STRATFORD
GSAR Member

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

DARRYL GREEN
GSAR Member

1 YEAR OF SERVICE

Just like your home, your insurance coverage needs a strong foundation.

Suite 1103 - 115 Fulford-Ganges Rd., SSI, BC V8K 2T9  
PH: 250-537-5527  •  FAX: 250-537-9700  •  seafi rstinsurance.com 

How about a 
ground-up review?

CALL US TODAY.

Thank you for your service to the community

 Windsor Plywood
250-537-5564

Open Mon.-Fri. 7am-5:30pm/Sat. 8-5am
www.windsorssi.com

Ganges Floor Coverings Ltd.
250-537-9112     122 LOWER GANGES ROAD

By reputation, for fine floor 
and window coverings

Beautiful Floors 
Home

Owners, Andrew & Tracy Little

for your

Thank you to all GSAR members for your dedication and service to our community.

Mountain Star Ventures specializes in seismic 
upgrades to your home. Most of us felt that last 

earthquake and our homes are at risk. Rene Van Hullebush 
250-538-8339

D E S I G N  �  B U I L D  �  R E N O V A T E  �  M A I N T A I N B U I L D  �  R E N O V A T E  �  M A I N T A I N

Mountain Star
Ventures Inc.

Mountain StarMountain StarMountain Star

w w w. m o u n t a i n s t a r v e n t u r e s . c o m

735 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C.

• Groceries
• Great coffee

• Fresh sandwiches
• Homemade sweets

• Frozen meals
• Newspapers

• Dairy products

Vesuvius Village Store
Thank You Salt Spring Search and Rescue.

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

steffichfineart
saltspringisland            established1992

G r a c e  P o i n t  S q u a r e  p h o n e  5 3 7 . 8 4 4 8  t o l l - f r e e  1 . 8 7 7 . 5 3 7 . 8 4 4 8

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

Drop by today...
Coffee is 

always on! 

www.saunders.
subarudealer.ca

Much appreciation for 
all you do for the community, thank you.all you do for the community, thank you.

DL#5032

Platinum Collection

Li Read
250.537.7647

Thank you for your services 
to our community

SALT SPRING LINEN AND

Dry Cleaners
116 Hereford AveNUe  250-537-2241

open Tuesday - friday 8:30am - 4:30pm. 
Saturday 10am - 4pm. Closed on statutory holidays.

Proudly Supporting our local Ground 
Search and Rescue Volunteers.

250-537-1216  156C Fulford-Ganges Road

We are proud to 
support 

our Search 
and Rescue 
volunteers.
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TAXI, TOURS AND DELIVERIES • TAXI, TOURS AND DELIVERIES • TAXI, TOURS AND DELIVERIES

Thank you 
for your 

dedication 
and 

service.

Thank you for protecting our future

Junior Golf Program 
www.saltspringgolf.com

Thank You Search & Rescue Team! Thank you for your commitment 
to our community

Saltspring Auto Supply
106 Jackson Ave., 
250-537-5507 GROUP Auto Parts Plus

info@saltspringsar.org    250-538-9032    www.saltspringsar.org    and on Facebook

Thank you for everything Thank you for everything 
you do to keep us safe.you do to keep us safe.

OCEAN VIEW PATIOOCEAN VIEW PATIO
EAT IN OR TAKE OUTEAT IN OR TAKE OUT

325 Fernwood Road  .  250-931-2233

Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road Fernwood Road 
CaféCaféCaféCaféCafé

Eat ~ Drink ~ Relax
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emergency THESE PAGES PROVIDE 
EMERGENCY-RELATED TIPS AND A 

SEARCH & RESCUE SALUTERESPONSE

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My commitment to you is simple...quality customer service.

GREAT FAMILY HOME
Located on a half acre lot, this 3 bdrm 2 bath home 
is in move in condition. Built in ’97 this home with 
addition has a spacious open-concept living area 
full of natural light. Large south facing deck and 
detached garage offer exceptional value. This is 
a must see. $299,000

SALT SPRING 
LOG HOME
New engi-
neered septic 
system on 
this private 
.5 acre prop-
erty. This 1675 

sq. ft. log home has had numerous upgrades. 
New roof in 2006. A short walk to Walker’s Hook 
Beach.         $299,000

SOUTH FACING WATERFRONT
Prime .5 acre building lot in Reginald Hill with ap-
prox. 92 metres of low-bank frontage. Lot directly 
neighbours quiet China beach and has easy ac-
cess to local trails.      $560,000 

ISABELLA POINT
Over 5 acres of untouched south end land of-
fering a choice of building sites. Ocean views 
can be had with clearing of some trees that are 
located on this property. The well is already in 
place – just bring your building plans.    $349,000

www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

250.526.2626

‘Woods shock’ explored
Eventually the person may calm 

down enough to formulate a plan, 
which, if unsuccessful, will weigh 
heavily on the lost person’s men-
tal and physical state. With no sign 
of help on the way and few other 
options to consider, the lost person 
will eventually accept their plight and 
give up on survival. The loss of hope is 
often lethal.

By going over the phenomenon 
known as “woods shock,” SAR volun-
teers want people to ensure matters 
don’t get any worse. Admitting that 
you’re lost and taking whatever steps 
you are able to is the best way to avoid 
getting swept up in the fatal spiral of 
woods shock.

Even if Survive Outside partici-
pants are not the outdoorsy type, 
Davies added, the program can give 
them a sense of what to do if a friend 
or family member goes missing. For 
others, it’s a great way to learn about 
the island’s local SAR group, which 
comprises 29 local volunteers, and 
about protocols used by national 
search and rescue organizations that 
respond to approximately 5,000 calls 
annually.

Besides launching the Survive Out-
side program on Salt Spring, Davies 

and volunteer Judy Burch plan to take 
adult and youth programming to the 
other Gulf Islands, which fall under 
the jurisdiction of Salt Spring’s search 
and rescue team. The pair has already 
connected with schools and ask any 
other group that may be interested to 
get in touch to set something up.

Burch, who has volunteered with 
the Salt Spring GSAR group for more 
than 25 years, said preventing inci-
dents through education is every bit 
as important as getting called into 
the fi eld for a search.Even a little bit of 
“heads up” information, she said, can 
go a long way. 

By presenting the do’s and dont’s 
for safe travel and tips on what to do 
if you are lost, the workshops encour-
age participants to take fi eld courses, 
read guidebooks and manuals, study 
map and compass techniques, and 
learn how to make a fi re in all forms 
of West Coast weather. Some par-
ticipants may even get inspired and 
learn more about how to become a 
local search and rescue volunteer.

Survive Outside and Hug-a-Tree 
are national programs presented by 
AdventureSmart.

More information about Sur-
vive Outside presentations for your 
group is available from Tudor Davies 
at 778-353-2623 or tude.davies@
gmail.com.

SURVIVE 
continued from 3

FIVE stages of 
“Woods Shock”

Stage 1: You deny that you’re 
disoriented.
Stage 2: You panic when you 
admit that you’re lost.
Stage 3: You calm down and form 
a strategy.
Stage 4: You deteriorate mentally 
and physically, as your strategy 
fails to work.
Stage 5: You become resigned to 
your plight as options run out.

Source: AdventureSmart: Survive 
Outside manual

Under normal circumstances, 
a person can survive for:

• Three minutes without air
• Three days without water
• Three weeks without food

Source: GSAR manual

PHOTO BY ALAN BIBBY

Salt Spring Ground Search and Rescue volunteers practise 
rope rescue skills at Grace Point last summer. New GSAR 
recruits are always welcomed. 

The Happy Denturist 
Denture Clinic

Brian Harris welcomes Manh Nguyen

250-246-4674  #7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD

250-537-0089
info@nobugs.ca  
www.nobugs.ca

PEST CONTROL 
SERVICES

PCS proudly thanks our Search and Rescue volunteers for their service.

Thank you for 
supporting our community.

    GULF ISLANDS    GULF ISLANDS    GULF ISLANDS

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960
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Hometown Store

EVERYTHING MUST GO BY February 
17th,2016! 

REGULAR PRICED FLOOR MODEL MAJOR 
APPLIANCES NOW ON SALE! 

Come visit us at: 
128 Lower Ganges Rd. Salt Spring 

Island, BC 
(250) 537-5596 

HOP ON OUR EBSITE AT WWW SEARS CAS    W   . .

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday – Friday: 9:00am-5:00pm  
Saturday:9:30am-4:00pm  

Add Map pic here! 

Shop on our website at 
www.sears.ca

STORE 
LIQUIDATION!

Hours of operation
Mon-Fri: 9am - 5pm 

Sat: 9:30-4pm

Come visit us at:
128 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC 

(250) 537-5596

Everything must go by 
February 17, 2016!
Floor model clearance 
on major appliances 

up to 40% off

approved

LIVE THEATRE 

Clown falls for � ne art piece in original mini-musical
Love Scallop runs Feb. 12-14 

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

Valentine’s Day is just around the 
corner, and an original mini-musical is 
part of this year’s celebrations. 

Love Scallop: The Magical Musical 
depicts the story of a down-and-out 
clown/magician called Fred Ascaire 
(Patrick Cassidy), who falls in love with 
the painting of Botticelli’s Venus on the 
Half Shell (Sue Newman) when he is 
shown around a gallery by its curator 
(Patrice Bowler).

“It’s a love story with a message of 
magic and hope and imagination,” said 
Newman.

The idea for the show germinated 
from two songs Sue Newman had writ-
ten in the past. 

One is called Seems Like Love, which 
debuted in Curtain Up!, a Newman 
Family Productions/Active P.A.S.S. vari-
ety show from 1998.  

“We really fell in love with that song,” 
she said. 

The second, Aphrodite’s Lament, was 
performed in a 2002 Salt Spring erotic 
festival show at Moby’s Pub. 

Cassidy and Newman then created 
Love Scallop for the Firehall Arts Cen-
tre’s BC Buds Festival in 2014, where it 
was extremely well received.

The one-act show also includes Irving 
Berlin’s Let’s Face the Music and Dance, 
made famous by Fred Astaire and Gin-
ger Rogers, and a piece composed by 

Newman’s late father, Ray Newman, 
called A Quiet Place. 

Diana English is Love Scallop’s pia-
nist.

A bit of magic and audience partici-
pation form another part of the action.

“We’re going to have fun, and hope-
fully that will happen for the audience 
too,” said Cassidy. 

“The clown role is so innocent,” 
observes Newman. “It seems to be able 

to reach people of all ages . . . It plays 
to our intelligence too. And it reaches 
into who we are at a very basic level of 
respect and joy.” 

She adds that Cassidy is “such a great 
clown.”

An earlier version of Love Scallop was 
performed at Music and Munch in the 
summer of 2014.

Working in collaboration with New-
man Family Productions, Love Scallop 

CURRENT AFFAIRS  

Salt Spring Forum celebrates
fi fth anniversary with Martin 
Guest speaker Lawrence 
Martin and reception at 
ArtSpring

BY JULIAN PAQUETTE
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

Five years ago, the Salt Spring Forum 
was created with the goal of promoting 
rigorous, respectful, democratic debate 
about the critical issues of our times.

The project was spearheaded by John-
Michael McColl, a young Salt Spring 
Islander who had just finished studying 
at Queen’s and Georgetown universi-
ties and interning on Parliament Hill. 
McColl’s efforts were supported by a 
small group of volunteers that included 
Tim Brook, Michael Byers, Judy Jack-
son, Derek Lundy, Nancy Macdonald, 
Ron MacKenzie, Margery Moore, Kevin 
Patterson, Leezee Porter and George 
Sipos.

A few “salons” were held in local liv-
ing rooms to test the waters, and then 
the Forum was launched, with Globe 
and Mail political columnist Lawrence 
Martin drawing a sell-out crowd to Art-
Spring on Feb. 13, 2011.  

In the five years since, the forum has 
organized nearly 100 events on a wide 
range of topics, from earthquakes to 
climate policy, human rights, mental 
health, Canadian politics and much, 
much more. Its guests have included 
Louis Arbour, Bill McKibben, Chantal 
Hébert, David Suzuki, Amy Goodman, 
Maher Arar,  Naomi Klein,  Stephen 

Lewis, Andrew Coyne, George Monbiot, 
Gabor Maté and Conrad Black.

On Saturday, Feb. 13 — exactly five 
years after its launch — the Salt Spring 
Forum hosts another very special even-
ing at ArtSpring. 

At 6:30 p.m. — one hour earlier than 
our regular time — the Salt Spring 
Forum welcomes back its very first 
guest, Lawrence Martin, for a discus-
sion on The Undoing of Harperland: 
Where Trudeau Will Lead Canada. 

Along with his work as an Ottawa-
based columnist on public affairs for 
The Globe and Mail,  Martin is  the 
author of 10 books. He also served as 
bureau chief for the Globe in Montreal, 
Washington and Moscow. 

Five years ago, Martin spoke about 
his influential book Harperland, which 
exposed the unprecedented degree of 
control that Stephen Harper exercised 
over Ottawa institutions. During this 
visit, he will focus on Justin Trudeau, 
the direction Trudeau is taking Canada 
and the challenges ahead.

After the discussion, attendees are 
invited to stay for the anniversary 
reception, where key supporters and 
partners including Salt Spring Books, 
Harbour Air, Garry Oaks Winery, Salt 
Spring Cheese and Hastings House will 
be recognized.

All Salt Spring Forum members, sup-
porters and community members are 
sure to enjoy this special event.

Tickets are ava ilable through Art-
Spring, in person and online, and Salt 
Spring Books. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

From left, Patrice Bowler, Sue Newman and Patrick Cassidy rehearse for Love Scal-
lop: The Magical Musical, which runs Feb. 12, 13 and 14 at Mahon Hall. 

MICHAEL
KAESHAMMER
JOY IS CLEAR FROM THE FIRST NOTE! 
Salt Spring Vineyards tasting at 6:30pm
      
Proudly sponsored by Victoria Olchowecki

 537-2102 | www.tickets.artspring.ca    Adults: $23  Youth: $5

TUE FEB 9 | 7:30PM 

is the fi rst project of Tickle Trunk Productions. 
“The concept came from the trunk we use in the 

show, and what can come out of the trunk is limitless,” 
said Cassidy. “We want to do different things with it.” 

Love Scallop runs at Mahon Hall on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, Feb. 12-14 at 7:30 p.m., with an additional 
2 p.m. matinee on Feb. 14.  

Doors open half an hour earlier for people to enjoy 
Lovers Leap tea from the Great Wall Tea Co., coffee and 
sweet treats. 

Advance tickets are at Salt Spring Books. With lim-
ited seating and only four shows, people are advised 
to get their tickets early. 

“We’re looking forward to working at Mahon Hall,” 
said Newman. “It has such great ambience and his-
tory.” 



16 |  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016   www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

FIRST IN A FOUR PART SERIES

•Tax preparation (personal, 
corporate, estate)

•Tax planning 
•Auditing not-for-profi ts 

charities/stratas/corporations 
•Consulting for buying/selling/

starting a business

It pays big dividends to have a reliable accountant

340 Lower Ganges Road  
250-537-9742250-537-9742

The numbers don’t lie

SERVICES OFFERED 
INCLUDE:

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Chartered Professional Accountants

RETIREMENT PLANNING 

Questions to ask before
taking retirement plunge
Emotional tug-of-
war can occur

Gone are the days when 
it was mandatory that 
Canadian workers retire at 
65. Now, people can call 
it quits at any age as long 
as they have the resources 
to make retirement work. 
When to leave the work-
force, though, is not an 
easy question to answer.

Deciding when to retire 
could be the most impor-
tant career decision of a 
person’s life. It’s also often 
the most emotional one, 
says Kate Dack, a Victoria-
based clinical counsellor 
and founder of Retirement 
Coaching Canada, a firm 
that helps clients prepare 
mentally and emotionally 
for retirement. 

Retirement can be an 
emotional tug-of-war that 
alternates between dreamy 

visions of life after work 
— sleeping in, travelling 
the world — and worries 
about post-working life, 
she explains.

“Choosing a retirement 
date takes some serious 
introspection. However, 
if you’re not ready to face 
a world of no work, don’t 
give it up,” says Dack. 
“When some people get to 
60 or 65, they’re still feeling 
energetic and productive, 
so retiring may not seem 
like such a great idea.”

Getting yourself ready 
involves a lot of mental 
work. The first step is to 
recognize retirement as a 
real possibility and then to 
start planning a new reality 
with less, or no, employ-
ment. Think hard about 
what retirement will look 
like. Having a clear picture 
will help you prepare for it.

For those vacillating 
between retiring now or 

staying at work, ask your-
self a few questions: Do 
you still enjoy your work? 
Are you great at it? What 
will you gain by retiring 
today? What will you lose? 
Will your partner and fam-
ily members support your 
decision to retire? This may 
help clarify your position 
toward retirement, as well 
as your motivations and 
possible fears.

“Having a clear vision 
of how you plan to spend 
your time is a tremendous 
advantage when decid-
ing whether to retire,” said 
Debbie Ammeter, vice 
president of advanced 
fi nancial planning at Inves-
tors Group. “Of course, 
your life in retirement will 
change over time but hav-
ing an initial plan before 
going into it will be very 
helpful as you begin the 
journey.”

— News Canada

Interested in 

Growing your customer base?
 

Businesses must market their products and 
services efficiently to move toward success. This 
is crucial for new and struggling businesses

Successful marketing has two components. First, it 
must produce new customers. Second, it must be cost 
effective, generating more net sales than it cost. The 
goal is to attract the largest amount of customers at the 
lowest possible price.

Reach is the key successful marketing.  
In the application of statistics to advertising and media 
analysis, reach refers to the total number of different 
people or households exposed to your message.

Driftwood Gulf Islands Media publications offer you full 
reach of Salt Spring Island, and more.

Call one of our marketing executives to help you build 
a campaign to grow your businesses. Ask about our Shop 
Local campaign discounts.

250.537.9933

Your MONEY MATTERS

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

PERSONAL FINANCE

Paying down debt a priority
Long-term benefi ts to 
fi nancial health

BY CARLA HINDMAN
If you’re in debt, you’re not alone. Holi-

day spending can leave many people with 
the diffi cult task of paying off those bills in 
the new year. A recent poll suggests that 
paying down debt remains the top fi nan-
cial priority for one in four (26 per cent) of 
Canadians, for the sixth year in a row.

Reducing the amount of debt you’re car-
rying can have long-term benefi ts to your 
financial health. Here are some tips to 
help you reevaluate your debt repayment 
plans and get ahead this year.

• Assess your debt. Do you actually 
know how much debt you have? Many 
people don’t. Before you can tackle your 
debt, you need to know what you owe and 
how much interest you are paying. Start 
by making a list of everything you owe, 
whether it’s a mortgage, a credit card or 
student loan(s). Write down the lender’s 
name, the amount you owe, the term of 
the loan and the interest rate/fees. Once 
the list is completed fi gure out the total 
balance.

• Know your score. We all change over 
time, and so do our credit scores. A credit 
score is the numerical value used by lend-
ers to assess individuals’ “credit risk” at 
a given time. It changes based on history 
of payments, accounts owed, new credit 
applications and more. The higher your 
score, the better. Make sure you know your 
score – it’s important because it infl uenc-
es whether you’ll be approved for credit 
cards, mortgages and other loans, as well 
as the interest rates you’re offered.

• Create a realistic budget. Reducing 
debt is like losing weight. You’re not going 
to lose 50 pounds in a month. You need 
to set realistic goals in reasonable time-
frames. Same with debt — and knowing 

where your money goes is an excellent 
starting point. In order to reduce your 
debt load you must create a realistic bud-
get. Track your spending for a month to 
see where your money is really going, then 
create a monthly budget by adding up 
your income, estimating expenses and 
fi guring out the difference. Consider using 
online banking or mobile banking apps to 
create spending limits and alerts to help 
you stay on track with budgeting.

• Cut Spending. Cutting back is usually 
a better place to start than completely cut-
ting out. Be realistic. It will help you be 
more prepared for unexpected costs. Ques-
tion your needs and wants, and evaluate 
your current fi nancial situation by taking a 
look at the big picture.

• Consolidate debt. Is it the right time to 
consolidate your debt? Debt consolidation 
is a form of debt refi nancing where you’re 
essentially taking out one loan to pay oth-
ers – but at a lower rate of interest. Check 
out Visa’s Practical Money Skills’ consolida-
tion calculator to see what your monthly 
payment would be with or without a con-
solidated loan, and how many months it will 
take to become debt free.

• Talk to an advisor. If you discover that 
you’ve gotten off track or need help realign-
ing your fi nancial goals, consider working 
with a fi nancial advisor. Talking to an advi-
sor can help you create a plan, reduce inter-
est costs and get out of debt over time.

• Bottom Line: Reducing debt is crucial for 
your wellbeing and for weathering the good 
and bad fi nancial milestones in life. Re-eval-
uate your debt repayment plans and start 
2016 off on the road to fi nancial stability.

Carla Hindman directs the Practical 
Money Skills program for Visa Canada. 
More budgeting and personal fi nance tips 
can be found at www.practicalmoneyskills.
ca. As always, consult a fi nancial profes-
sional regarding your particular situation.
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Markus Wenzel
BBA (Hons), CFP
Financial Consultant
Investors Group 
Financial Services Inc.
250-653-9788
markus.wenzel@investorsgroup.com

Teile McDonald
Consultant

Investors Group 
Financial Services Inc.

250-221-1164
teile.mcdonald@investorsgroup.com

Insurance products and services distributed through I.G. Insurance Services Inc. Insurance license sponsored 
by The Great-West Life Assurance Company. Trademarks, including Investors Group, are owned by IGM 
Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations. MP1577 (02/2014)

Will your retirement 
savings last? 

Are you retired and unsure where 
you stand financially?
If you’re concerned about ensuring 
your money will last as long as you 
need it, I can help.

The time to call is now.

FIRST IN A FOUR PART SERIES

RRSP USE 

Learn when and when not to reach into RRSP funds
You can access your 
RRSP for buying a home 
or returning to school, 
but in an emergency, 
use your TFSA

Beware of the do’s and don’ts 
around Registered Retirement 
Savings Plans (RRSPs) if you’re 
planning to make a contribution 
or an early withdrawal, says Jamie 
Golombek, managing director, tax 
& estate planning, CIBC Wealth 
Advisory Services.

“It’s tempting to tap your RRSPs 
for an emergency, but RRSPs 
should generally be viewed as 
long-term savings tools,” says 
Golombek, who recently issued 
a new report, Ten RRSP Hacks. 
“Borrowing money from your 
RRSP can make sense if you use 
the funds prudently to fund lon-
ger term goals that deliver their 
own return, such as buying a 
home, which hopefully increases 
your net worth, or investing in 
your education, which may help 
boost your earnings potential.”

A Tax-Free Savings Account 
( TFSA), which allows you to 
recontribute any amounts with-

drawn in a future year, may be a 
better option if you need more 
fl exibility with your fi nances, he 
says.

Using an RRSP to help buy 
your � rst home

Under the Home Buyers’ Plan 
(HBP), you can withdraw up to 
$25,000 from your RRSP to pur-
chase a new home. Your spouse 
or partner may also be able to 
withdraw $25,000, for a com-
bined total of $50,000. To 
take advantage of the HBP, 
you need to be a “first-
time home buyer,” which 
is generally defined as 
someone who hasn’t 
owned a home in the 
past five years.

“This is a smart 
o p t i o n  f o r  f i r s t -
t i m e  h o m e - b u y-
ers  who are  just 
pul l ing  together 
their funds,” says 
G o l o m b e k .  “ I t 
c a n  h e l p  yo u 
m e e t  y o u r 
down-payment 
re q u i re m e n t s 
and save you 
a lot of money 
on a mortgage 

loan insurance you might oth-
erwise need.”

Amounts withdrawn under 
the HBP, however, must be 
repaid over a maximum of 15 
years or the amount not repaid 
in a year is added to your 
income and becomes taxable.

Using an RRSP to go back to 
school

Through the Lifelong Learn-
ing Plan (LLP), you can bor-
row $10,000 a year, up to a total 
of $20,000, from your RRSP 
to finance your education. To 
take advantage of this plan, you 
must be enrolled or must have 
received an offer to enroll on a 
full-time basis in a qualifying 
Canadian or foreign education-

al institution. The funds can 
then be used for any purpose 

with no proof of expenses 
required, and must be 
repaid over a 10-year peri-
od. The LLP cannot be 

used to fund your child’s 
education.

With both the HBP 
and LLP, there are no 
penalties for paying 
back the funds ear-
lier than required. 
“If you repay early, 
you can benefit 
from the tax-free 
c o m p o u n d i n g 
of  investment 
returns inside 
your RRSP as 
soon as pos-
s i b l e ,”  s a y s 
Golombek.

Resist using your RRSP as an 
emergency fund

While an RRSP can help fund 
long-term financial goals, it 
should generally not be viewed as 
a go-to emergency fund, he says.

RRSP withdrawals are taxable 
at your marginal tax rate and are 
subject to immediate withhold-
ing taxes when withdrawn.

“If you dip into your RRSP for 
extra cash, you will not only be 
taxed, but you will lose the abil-
ity to recontribute those funds 
to your RRSP without gener-
ating additional room,” says 
Golombek.

If you think you may have to 
draw on your long term savings 
before retirement, a TFSA may 
be the better option because it 
offers more fl exibility.

A financial advisor or tax 
expert can help you determine 
the best option for your retire-
ment savings. This year’s dead-
line to make a RRSP contribution 
is Feb. 29.

“Regardless of whether you 
opt for an RRSP or a TFSA, the 
important thing is to save so 
you can meet your life goals 
today and in retirement,” says 
Golombek.

— Canada Newswire

INCOME TAX 

Tax fi ling basics outlined 
From the Canada Revenue Agency 

website: 

How to File Your Tax Return
•  Gather al l  your income tax 

information, such as T4 and T5 slips, 
receipts, and a copy of last year’s return 
for reference. You can get some of your 
tax information through My Account. 
Be sure to also check out new and 
enhanced services, which can help you 
file your return, receive your refund 
faster or make a payment.

• Discover all the credits and benefi ts 
you may be eligible for. These include 
various child and family benefi ts.

• File your return. Using certifi ed tax 

software to transmit your return is fast, 
easy and secure.

If you are registered for My Account, 
you can use the new Auto-fi ll my return 
service to automatically fi ll in parts of 
your income tax and benefit return, 
making the online fi ling process even 
simpler. You can also fi le by completing 
a paper return. Tax packages are 
available at all Canada Post outlets and 
Service Canada offi ces starting Feb. 1.

• Send your return. You can send your 
return electronically from within the 
certifi ed tax software or by mail to a CRA 
Tax Centre.

• Make your payment or receive your 
refund.

Canada’s #1 Benefits Plan!
Guaranteed Issue for 3 or 4 Person Firms

Pooled benefits; no firm singled out 
for rate increase

Coverage available to 1 person firms

Call 1-888-655-5079

Philip Baardman
Financial Advisor

2480 Beacon Ave., Sidney

3.00%
Our best GIC rate!

C.D.I.C. / C.U.D.I.C.
1 year - 1.80% 4 year - 2.12%
2 year - 1.95% 5 year - 2.25%
2 year - 2.02%

Short term: RSP & TFSA @ 3.00%
Doug Wedman, CFP

1-888-665-5079
2480 Beacon St. Sidney

Subject to rate change, minimum deposit.



Wed. Feb 3
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Music & Munch. 
Singer-songwriter and activist 
Phil Vernon performs, followed 
by an optional lunch. All Saints 
By-the-Sea.12:10 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Poker Night at the Local. 
Hosted by Albert every 
Wednesday at The Local. Sign 
up by 6:30 p.m., start at 7 p.m.
SongJam.
A pub style sing-along to the 
soundtrack of our lives. Moby’s 
Pub. 7:30 p.m.

Thur. Feb 4
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic Night with Ross 
& Dave.
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Women Writing Memoir: 
Winter Workshop. 
Join a nourishing, creative and 
supportive circle of women to 
experience the richness and 
depth of memoir over four 
Thursdays in February. With 
Wendy Judith Cutler. Salt Spring 
Island Public Library. 1 to 3:30 
p.m. winnie@saltspring.com; 
250-653-4286
Poetry Open Mic.
With featured poet Frances 
Boyle, author of Light-carved 
Passages. Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. Reader sign-up 
at 6:45. Open mic starts at 7 
p.m.

Fri. Feb 5
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Brent Shindell. 
Live music at The Local bar. 5 
to 8 p.m. 
The Shorty Parker Band. 
Live music with Victoria’s best 
party band. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. 

Family Day Weekend Free 
Swim.
At Rainbow Road Pool. 3 to 8 
p.m.

Sat. Feb 6
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Fans & Motor Supply. 
Southern soul, rock, rhythm & 
folk. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Gallery - Artists 
at Work.
Lloyd Nicholson demonstrates 
acrylic pouring on Plexiglas. Salt 
Spring Gallery. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Gulf Islands Community 
Radio Society.
Public meeting. Salt Spring 
Library Program Room. 2 p.m.

Sun. Feb 7
 ACTIVITIES

Yin Yoga and Sound Bath 
With Craig Paterson and 
Ashleigh Burns. 
Salt Spring Island Wellness 
Centre. 11:30 a.m to 1:30 p.m. 
Drop-in Fulford Hall 
Rollerblading. 
Every Sunday at Fulford Hall 
for all ages from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Many pairs of rollerblades avail-
able for use. 
Family Day Weekend Free 
Swim. 
At Rainbow Road Pool. 1:30 to 
5:30 p.m.

Mon. Feb 8
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Family Day Concert With The 
Kerplunks. 
Concert with Juno-nominated 
family entertainers followed by 
crafts and more fun. Sponsored 
by the Salt Spring Arts 
Council. Mahon Hall. 2 p.m. 
Family Day Weekend Free 
Swim. 
At Rainbow Road Pool. 3 to 
6:30 p.m.

Tue. Feb 9
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Michael Kaeshammer. 
Noted jazz pianist performs for 
ArtSpring’s Musique du Jour 
concert series. ArtSpring. Salt 
Spring Vineyards wine tasting 
6:30 p.m. Show starts at 7:30.

 ACTIVITIES

Industrial Land Uses 
Engagement - Fulford Area. 
Attend a neighbourhood meet-
ing to learn more about the 
Industrial Land Uses Project in 
the Fulford area. Fulford Hall. 
10 a.m.
Drop-in Floor Hockey. 
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall. 
7:30 p.m. Info: Normand, 250-
653-9798. 

Tue. Feb 9
  ACTIVITIES

SSI Heart to Heart Patient 
Education Program. The 
program will support patients 
who have recently experienced a 
heart attack or other significant 
cardiac event, or their caregiv-
ers. Contact Kirsty Oliveira at 
KOliveira@divisionsbc.ca to reg-
ister. Salt Spring Library Program 
Room. Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Industrial Land Uses 
Engagement - Upper 
Ganges/Long Harbour Road 
Area. Attend a neighbourhood 
meeting to learn more about 
the Industrial Land Uses Project 
in the Upper Ganges/Robinson/
Long Harbour roads area. 
Merchant Mews. 2 p.m.

Tue. Feb 9
  ACTIVITIES

Industrial Land Uses 
Engagement - Rainbow/
Atkins Road Area. 
Attend a neighbourhood 
meeting to learn more about 
the Industrial Land Uses 
Project in the Knott Place 
(Rainbow/Atkins roads) area. 
Gulf Islands Secondary School. 
5:30 p.m.
Human Beings and the 
Future of the Planet. 
Environmental writer and 
adjunct professor Hans 
Tammemagi gives a presenta-
tion on the impacts of popu-
lation growth on the planet. 
SS Library Program Room. 
7 p.m.  

Wed. Feb 10
 ACTIVITIES

The Japanese Charcoal Kilns 
of Salt Spring Island. 
Steve Nemtin talks about recon-
struction of the historic ovens 
at the Salt Spring Historical 
Society’s meeting. Central Hall. 
2 p.m. All welcome.
Poker Night at the Local. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SongJam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

www.driftwoodgul� slands
media.com/calendar/

view our online 
comprehensive 

interactive calendar 
of events listings

we are YOUR go-to-place for 
everything happening on Salt Spring

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

imagine - comfort on wheels

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan      Mon.-Sat. 9-5pm
1-800-593-5303     Sun. 11-4pm

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Family Day Concert  
with The Kerplunks

Monday, February 8th 
Mahon Hall • 2 p.m. 

A by-donation event sponsored by the SS Arts Council

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  Feb. 3   What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

Send your submissions to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 

drop them off at the Driftwood office. 

Published in the first Driftwood 
of each month! 

Brought to you By SaunDerS SuBaru.

getnoticed
board

  CINEMA

• Spotlight — Winner of the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding 
Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture, The Boston Globe’s “Spotlight” reporters 
investigate abuse in the Catholic church, uncovering a decades-long cover-up at the 
highest levels, making waves around the world. Spotlight gracefully handles the 
details of its fact-based story, a drama that honours the audience and its real-life 
subjects. The film has received six Oscar nominations.
• National Theatre Live - Hamlet — Stars Benedict Cumberbatch. As a country 
arms itself for war, a family tears itself apart. Forced to avenge his father’s death, 
Hamlet rages against the impossibility of his predicament, threatening both his 
sanity and the security of the state. Thursday, Feb. 18 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Advance 
tickets at the cinema, Fri. to Tues., 6 to 7 p.m.

_____________________

GET NOTICED 
ON  PAGE 8_____________________

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca
 National
Theatre
 Live

SPOTLIGHT

125 mins
Rating: PG

6 Oscar Nominations - Feb. 5-9
Fri. to Tues. 7pm / Sun. 3pm matinee & 7pm

Hamlet 
starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch 

Thurs. Feb. 18th 
3pm matinee and 7pm.
Advance tickets $22 at the Cinema 6-7pm Fri.-Tues.

BREAK THE STORY. BREAK THE SILENCE.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Abstract Explorations: Acrylic paintings and photo collages by Phyllis Webb 
are the surprising late-life creations of this well-known Canadian poet and Salt 
Spring Islander. Colourful, sometimes puzzling, and mainly abstract, these works 
feel at home in the Salt Spring Library’s generous gallery space from Feb. 1-29. 
Webb’s books of poetry and essay collections are also on display during February. 
• Bill Underwood shows photographs and Suzanne Prendergast her artwork in 
the ArtSpring lobby through February. 
• The Salt Spring Gallery holds the fifth in its Saturday Artists at Work series with 
Lloyd Nicholson demonstrating acrylic pouring on Plexiglas at Salt Spring Gallery 
on McPhillips Avenue on Saturday, Feb. 6, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
• Salt Spring Photography Club presents an exhibit by many of its 100-plus 
members in the lobby of ArtSpring through January. A wide range of photographic 
styles and image types, including still-lifes, nature/wildlife, close-ups, landscapes 
and portraits in full colour as well as black and white, are displayed.
• Margaret Threlfall’s original paintings are exhibited at Country Grocer’s 
Country Roasters Cafe from Feb. 1-29.
• Salt Spring Gallery artists have work hanging in Island Savings. 

IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT FOR THE  EVENTS CALENDAR, EMAIL:

 news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

 ACTIVITIES
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people&community
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

communitycommunity

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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FILM

Islander re� ects on memories of Trumbo

Academy Award-
nominated fi lm has 
Salt Spring link

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Michael Butler recalls 
Dalton Trumbo as an ardent 
defender of freedom who 
stood proudly for his beliefs 
and, yes, really did write 
many of Hollywood’s most 
successful screenplays in the 
bathtub.

“He was hugely charis-
matic and the second-most 
important male fi gure in my 
life,” Butler said in an inter-
view at his home on Salt 
Spring’s Sky Valley Road.

Watching the 2016 Acad-
emy Award-nominated fi lm 
brought back memories 
from Butler’s youth, a time 
when he and his parents 
shared close ties with the 
Trumbo clan.

He recalled visits to the 
Trumbos’ California ranch, 
taking an extended family 
road trip to Mexico City and 
writing many of his earliest 
fi lm projects with Trumbo’s 
son Christopher.

“Trumbo was my father’s 
best friend, and Trumbo’s 
son Christopher was my ear-
liest friend and my fi rst writ-
ing partner,” Butler said. “As 
is the case with all fact-based 
fi lms, there are elisions and 
conflations in this one, but 

the movie is an informative 
and entertaining ride.”

The film depicts the per-
secution of Trumbo and the 
Hollywood 10 during a divi-
sive political feud that began 
in the 1940s, at the dawn of 
the Cold War era. Trumbo 
and many of his colleagues 
were among thousands of 
professionals in the Unit-
ed States whose lives were 
overturned by blacklisting 
inspired by the United States’ 
war on communism.

Being named to the list 
because of his leftist poli-
tics and association with the 
Communist Party, Trumbo 
was ostracized by main-
stream Hollywood studios 
for years. Refusing to cave to 
what he viewed as a blatant 
attack on his civil liberties, 
Trumbo stood his ground, 
refused to snitch on his col-
leagues and friends, and was 

jailed for nearly a year after 
being found guilty of con-
tempt of Congress.

“As far as I was concerned, 
it was a completely just ver-
dict. I had contempt for 
that Congress and have had 
contempt for several since,” 
Trumbo famously said in a 
1976 documentary called 
Hollywood on Trial.

It was classic Trumbo, 
but the blacklisting hobbled 
the man once considered 
Hollywood’s highest paid 
screenwriter. The family was 
forced to sell their California 
property and hit the road to 
Mexico. Michael Butler and 
his parents, screenwriter 
Hugo Butler and actor Jean 
Rouverol, were integral travel 
companions.

Butler remembers a 
lengthy road trip punctu-
ated by motion sickness, but 
the Mexican capital offered 
a place for many American 
exiles to flourish creatively 
without fear of persecution.

It was in Mexico City, But-
ler recalled, where Trumbo 
found a way to keep writing 
by submitting screenplays 
to major (and not so major) 
Hollywood studios under 
pseudonyms. 

“Trumbo had always been 
a man of tremendous indus-
triousness,” Butler said.

Everything ran smoothly 
until Trumbo’s work began 
to receive high-profi le atten-
tion. The ruse reached its 
peak when the 1956 Acad-
emy Award for Best Screen-
play was handed to Robert 
Rich for The Brave One, a 
movie inspired by Trumbo’s 
travels in Mexico. 

Nobody had ever heard 
of the reclusive Robert Rich 
because he was a complete 
Trumbo fabrication.

Although not formally 
blacklisted, Butler said his 
father was certainly on a grey-
list of potential candidates 
for closer scrutiny. Before liv-
ing in Mexico City, Butler’s 
family had been forced to 
relocate from southern Cali-
fornia to Ensenada, a coastal 
city about 100 kilometres 
south of the Mexico-U.S. 
border. 

That’s where Butler spent 
much of his childhood, a 
young political exile from a 
victorious postwar America 
that had begun to turn on the 
values it strove to protect.

“Fundamentally, I knew 
that our lives were very dif-
ferent,” Butler said. “We 
owed our initial success to 
the kindness of strangers.”

Growing up among a 
creative hive of Hollywood 
screenwriters inspired But-

ler to pursue a successful 
Hollywood career of his 
own. Butler won a Spur 
Award from the Western 
Writers of America in 
1986 for his work on Pale 
Rider.

Looking back on the 
political events over the 
past 60 years, he said, 
many of the same ten-
sions persist long after 
the elimination of the 
blacklist and exonera-
tion of those who were 
caught in its manacles. 
Themes like fear, con-
trol and greed have 
fuelled countless other 
wars, both hot and cold, 

domestic or foreign, 
throughout modern U.S. 
history.

“America has aways 
required an enemy,” he 
said.

Unlike star-studded 
Hollywood peers like 
Star Wars, The Martian 
and The Revenant, the 
Trumbo film may not 
have broken any box 
office records, but it 
offers a true-life politi-
cal drama that’s as rel-
evant today as it was at 
the height of Cold War 
America, and it’s got a 
Salt Spring connection 
to boot.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Salt Spring’s Michael Butler waits for a screening of Trumbo 
at The Fritz movie theatre last month. The biopic is of a 
blacklisted screenwriter Butler’s family knew well.

“He was hugely 
charismatic and 
the second-most 
important male 
� gure in my life.” 
MICHAEL BUTLER
Screenwriter, on Dalton 
Trumbo



20 |  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016  PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

feb 03
PAGE 1

ROTATE 
DONE FOR 
feb 03

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Tuesday - Saturday
9:30am - 5:00pm 250-931-1114    250-538-7048Salt Spring 

Mini Storage
Store your clutter, clear your mind!

We’ll beat all Salt Spring Island competitor’s pricing
•Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas.
•Gates are locked nightly.
•Temporary or long term storage for your home or business.
•12 different storage unit sizes and prices.
•Located near the Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road.
•Special: Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free.

250-537-5888
saltspringministorage@telus.net

347 Upper Ganges Rd
www.saltspringministorage.com

Store your clutter, 
clear your mind!

• Salt Spring’s only fully secure self storage facility
• Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas

• Temporary or long term storage for your home or business
• Many sizes to choose from • Located near Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road

• Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free

347 Upper Ganges  Rd. 250-537-5888 saltspringministorage.com  
saltspringministorage@telus.net

Salt Spring Self Storage

here’s 
my card
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CHEF ON 
THE RUN
HEALTHY MEALS, 
FRESH FOR YOU!

Order TOll-Free: 250-655-3141 or 1-877-704-2433
For weekly menu visit our website: 
www.Chefontherun.net
M-F 9-5 | Sat. 10-5 at 9781b 2nd Street, Sidney, BC

Weekly 
delivery to 
your home 

on 
Salt Spring
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com
See us on Facebook
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Dan Hardy - Denturist

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884
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241 Lower Ganges Road
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs

• Home & Care Facility Visits
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647 groomthatdog@gmail.com

10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

Flexible with 
your 

ferry schedule
}

Call for 
an 

appointment
}
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Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

TIDE 
GUIDE

250-537-9933

BOOK YOUR 
SPACE TODAY!

• Complete tide information 
February 2016 to February 2017

• Great info for boaters 
• Fishing journal

• Important phone numbers
• Handy pocket size

GULF ISLANDS
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CHINESE ZODIAC 

Year of the Monkey marks time of � ux
New year begins
on Feb. 8

BY LING WESTON
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

Hear ye, hear ye! 
Chinese New Year falls on 

Monday, Feb. 8, the same day 
as Family Day in B.C., making 
the Chinese New Year, the Year 
of the Monkey, a long weekend 
to celebrate with your family, 
with or without a monkey.

There are fi ve different types 
of monkeys, depending on the 
year they are born: Years end-
ing in 0/1 are metal monkeys; 
2/3 are water monkeys; 4/5 
are wood monkeys; 6/7 are fi re 
monkeys; 8/9 are earth mon-
keys.

I know all five types of 
monkeys. Most of them are in 
my family, but evenly spread 
among the different ones.

The year 2016 is a fi re year, 
as designated by the ancient 
astrologers. So babies born 
between Feb. 8, 2016 and Jan. 
27, 2017 are fire monkeys. 
Those born between Feb. 12, 
1956 and Jan. 30, 1957 are also 
fire monkeys, but turning 60 
this year as fire monkey is a 
cycle that only repeats itself 
once in 60 years. Don’t ask me 
why this is so. 

This will be the 4713th Chi-
nese New Year that we Chinese 
celebrate according to the 
ancient tradition. Other people 
in Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, 
Thailand, Cambodia and some 
other Asian countries also fol-
low suit.

Monkeys are born with 
inherent traits or talents (and 
faults), according to their Chi-
nese horoscope signs. On the 
positive side, they are intelli-
gent, witty, cheerful, inventive, 
inquisitive, fun, resourceful, 
open minded and are good 
organizers born with the gift 
of gab. We all like monkeys to 
be around as they are usually 
the soul of the party and great 
entertainers. However, there 

are downsides too: they are 
opportunist, cunning, com-
petitive, strong willed, good 
at wheeling and dealing, and 
oftentimes vain or aloof. 

So beware of playing with 
monkeys, as they will probably 
outsmart you — unless you’re 
a monkey too!

The best known monkey 
was made famous in the Chi-
nese epic novel called The 
Monkey King, or Journey to 
the West, written during the 
Ming Dynasty period (16th 
century). I was totally capti-
vated with the book when I 
read it in Chinese long before 
I came down from the trees 
and got interested in studying 
the Chinese horoscope. Since 

then I discovered that I was 
born a monkey. 

The story is about a naughty 
but very talented monkey who 
accompanied a Buddhist monk 
travelling to the west, India, to 
obtain the sacred books (sutras) 
during the Tang Dynasty (7th 
century). Of course there are 
hair-raising obstacles to over-
come on the way. (Many say it’s 
along the Silk Road.) 

This monkey has super-
powers to transform himself 
into other forms, including 
cloning himself, to combat the 
enemies. Of course, the mon-
key is notoriously naughty 
and got into trouble numer-
ous times. And the only one 
who can control him is Kuen 
Yin, a Bodhisattva or saint 
worshipped by the Chinese, 
by placing a headband around 
his head to give the monkey an 
unbearable headache. 

For 2016, everyone should 
be careful about planning in 
fi nance, politics, emotions and 
relationships. In a monkey year, 
everything is in a state of fl ux 
and anything can happen. So 
learn to go with the fl ow. Gather 
all the monkeys you know and 
go and celebrate. 

I wish you health, wealth and 
wisdom. Kung Hey Fat Choy to 
you all! 

RADIO 

Radio group 
solicits ideas
Board meeting on Feb. 6

Members of the public are welcome to attend 
the first-ever meeting of the newly formed Gulf 
Islands Community Radio Society this Saturday, 
Feb. 6 at the library program room starting at 2 
p.m. 

According to the nonprofit group, the members’ 
meeting is a chance to hear about the radio sta-
tion’s progress from the GICRS board of directors, 
meet the volunteer team and discuss the society’s 
strategy going forward. 

“The society needs the public’s input, ideas 
and skills to turn this dream into a reality, and 
we need your help to get the word out about our 
upcoming fundraising push in March,” GICRS 
board member Galen Armstrong said on behalf 
of the group. The other directors are Radha 
Fournier, Cindy Jacobsen, Don Elder and Scott 
Harris.

The society plans to introduce an online radio 
station this spring, as well as making its formal 
CRTC application to operate a conventional radio 
transmitter to serve the Gulf Islands under a com-
munity radio licence. A technical and engineering 
study, which is a prerequisite to the CRTC applica-
tion, is also planned for early spring.

“Assistance is needed for a variety of tasks, 
including community outreach and grant writing, 
as well as planning, launching and populating 
the online radio station programming schedule,” 
Armstrong said.

“This is a ground-floor opportunity to be a 
part of the team that will establish a community-
owned, non-profit radio station in the southern 
Gulf Islands for the very first time.”

To learn more about the Gulf Islands Commu-
nity Radio Society and their volunteer needs, see 
the website at www.gicrs.ca. 

Ling Weston’s Year of the Monkey illustration.
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flocking off to
Mexico

30% 
Tea Towels

Dish Cloths
Table 

Cloths
Deals 

everywhere!Til 
Feb. 29

SALE Linens30%
OFF

FINE COOKWARE & ACCESSORIES
149 FULFORD-GANGES RD 250.537.5882

OFF

Stanley Laing
Accounting & income tAx ServiceS

Personal & Corporate Taxes, Canadian & U.S.
Small Business, Bookkeeping & Payroll

Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged

115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860  
FAX: 250 537 8859   shakima@shaw.ca

1(250)539-0240 call or text
101 Purvis Lane @ GLAD’S

Homemade Soups
hot & ready

To go 
Monday - friday 
open 11am - 4pm

here’s 
my card
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.
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Automotive
    Services Ltd.

AutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotive
Johnson’s

BCAA APPROVED REPAIR FACILITY

     SALT SPRING ISLAND

250.537.2023 #1-156 Alders Ave.
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sEnIors 

Seniors 
peer 
training 
offered
Wellness program 
accepting applications

Community Services’ Wellness 
Program is taking applications for 
an in-depth, 12-week skills develop-
ment course. 

The lay counselling training pro-
gram follows the provincial curricu-
lum and guidelines of Seniors Peer 
Counselling of B.C.  

“We are really excited to get this 
invaluable training up and running 
again,” said Shellyse Szakacs, seniors 
program coordinator, noting that it 
has been seven years since there has 
been a senior peer counselling train-
ing session on Salt Spring.

“Our core group of trained senior 
peer counsellors are very committed, 
but our population of older adults is 
growing and requests for this more 
in-depth support continue to rise.” 

Senior peer counsellors are com-
passionate volunteers, aged 50 years 
and older who are trained to listen 
and talk with seniors in a meaning-
ful way. 

The founding principle of senior 
peer counselling is that older adults 
can better relate to the experience 
and challenges of seniors. Senior peer 
counselling training builds on per-
sonal experience as well as theory 
and practice to impart interpersonal 
skills.  Participants benefit from the 
practice of non-judgemental com-
munication and self-reflection per-
sonally while gaining important 
knowledge and practical tools to be 
effective supports for others.  

“There is a lot of content, but this 
skill development intensive is largely 
experiential,”  Szakacs explains. “The 
group process is the magic of train-
ing. It is the synergy that facilitates 
amazing learning and growth for all 
present, allowing people to see them-
selves and their lives in new ways.”  

The senior peer counselling 
program has been running on 
Salt Spring for more than 25 years 
through Salt Spring Community Ser-
vices. Its mandate is to support the 
emotional and mental well-being of 
seniors. Volunteers trained through 
the Seniors’ Wellness Peer Counsel-
ling and Friendly Visitor programs 
provide hundreds of hours of emo-
tional support to Salt Spring seniors 
every year.

A regular visit from a caring and 
skilled support person makes a big 
difference to seniors who live in iso-
lation, a leading cause of depression 
and health decline.   

If you are interested in becom-
ing a senior peer counsellor, con-
tact the Seniors Wellness Program. 
The phone number is 250-537-4607. 
Office hours at 129 Hereford Ave. are 
10 a.m.  to 2 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.

2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
2062 Henry Avenue W.
Sidney, B.C. V8L 1Y5                                   656-1334

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur without
changes in colour or taste.

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours
Be Safe • Test Annually!

MB LABS
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1-877-715-1019
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

Ballard Petroleum’s monthly $150 draw 
winner is...Drew Thorburn from 

Canbrit Enterprizes Ltd.

Give us a call for Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. We also carry 

lube oils, fuel tanks & pumps.

Ballard Petroleum’s monthly 
$150 draw winner is...
Salt Spring Golf Club

Cowichan Petroleum Sales 2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw winner is...

Me and Ron’s Towing

Give us a call for Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry lube oils, 
fuel tanks & pumps.

1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

Photo BY JEN MAcLELLAN 

storIEs: Nuala, left, and olwen van Straubenzee add characters and props to a story 
board to create an epic tale during Family Literacy Games Day at the Salt Spring library. 

lItEraCY 

Reading volunteers wanted
one-to-one 
Reading school 
program expands

The One-to-One Reading 
program in local elementary 
schools is looking for volun-
teers in order to grow.

The program, which helps 
children develop their read-
ing skills, was developed in 
1989 by reading experts with 
the Vancouver School Board 
and dedicated volunteers. 
It has run there successfully 
since and expanded through 
the province. 

Thanks to a grant from the 
Salt Spring Island Founda-
tion, the program began on 
Salt Spring last spring with 
a pilot at Fulford Elemen-
tary School and is now also 
running at Salt Spring and 
Fernwood elementary, with 
plans to expand to Phoenix 
elementary.

Run by Salt Spring Literacy, 
the program has attracted 
many volunteers, who listen 
to children read, providing 
gentle coaching if necessary, 
once a week for 12 weeks. 
Two sessions, fall and spring, 
are run during the school 
year. This spring’s program 

runs from Feb. 8 through 
May.

Response to the program 
has been positive. 

“It is very rewarding to see 
students gain confidence in 
themselves as readers and all 
the pleasure that books can 
bring to life,” said volunteer 
Molly Vanpoelgeest.

More volunteers are need-
ed to expand the program 
and also to be substitute 
tutors, in case regular tutors 
are away. 

For more information, call 
Salt Spring Literacy at 250-
537-9717 or email sweinert@
saltspringliteracy.org.

duPlICatE BrIdGE

Lively dead heats see two ties
Group looks 
forward to 
swelling ranks

By JILL EVANS
D r i f t w o o D  C o n t r i b u t o r 

Monday evening dupli-
cate bridge on Jan. 18 
saw a dead heat for first 
place among three and a 
half tables. (Is there such a 
thing as a live heat?) 

Well, it’s dead right, as 
they say, that it should be 
ladies first, so it shall be 
reported that it was Liz 
and Oleh Mycyk who tied 
with George Laundry and 

Jeff Bell. Second place 
went to Patricia Hewett 
and Bob Morrisette.

Monday, Jan. 25 was 
Robbie Burns’ birthday 
as everyone knows, but 
it’s also the Welsh Saint 
Dwynwen Day, which 
hardly anyone knows. This 
maiden lived in the 5th 
century and is the patron 
saint of lovers and sick 
animals, rather a strange 
juxtaposition. 

Again, three and half 
tables of bridge lovers 
competed and again there 

was a dead heat, but this time for 
second place. The Laundry-Bell pair 
regained the top spot, and it was 
Patricia Sutherland with Stuart Far-
son and the Blanche Poborsa-Terry 
Clement partnership which scored 
the tie. Let’s hope there were no sick 
human animals hearing the results.

February is here now and maybe 
there will be some winter holiday 
travellers returning before long to 
swell the ranks of bridge players 
again. Meanwhile, partners may 
be found by calling 250-537-1398, 
and George Laundry can give info 
about the games at 250-653-9095 
or pastorale@shaw.ca.

BridgetriCks



Veronica (Renee)
Yanitski (Hyshka)

April 21, 1921  -  January 1, 2016

Veronica Yanitski, nee Hyshka 
and also known as Renee, passed 
away peacefully in the early 
morning hours of January 1st, 
2016, at 94 years of age. She 
was predeceased by her husband Peter, son Jerry 
and eight of her nine siblings. She is survived by her 
granddaughter Katrina, her sister Sanni, and numerous 
nieces and nephews. In her own words, “everyone was 
her favourite!”

Having been raised on a farm in northeastern Alberta,  
Renee was especially fond of animals. Her best friend, 
Blacky the cat, predeceased her by one week. She was 
known for her sense of humour, quick wit, generosity, 
and kindness.

Upon leaving the farm, she worked in food services - fi rst 
in Bonnyville and then in Edmonton - before becoming 
a proud resident of Salt Spring Island in 1991.  Here she 
quickly made friends with the Ladies Auxiliary Thrift Store, 
the Royal Legion, members of Our Lady of Grace Parish, 
and many more. Cooking and baking were her passions, 
as well as gardening, knitting, embroidery and crocheting. 
She kept a fi ne house, excelling in treating whomever came 
by with tasty and generous treats from her Ukrainian 
kitchen. At the Saturday Market, where she kept a table till 
2001, her delicious baked goods were savoured by many 
local and visiting gourmands.

Thank you ever so much, to Dr. Butcher and team, all 
of the dedicated and caring staff at Beacon community 
home support and the daycare personnell at Braehaven, 
that allowed Renee to stay in her home for an extra four 
years, prior to moving into Lady Minto Extended Care.

A celebration of Renee’s life will be held on May 
14th, 2016, at 12:00pm at the Royal Legion, with the 
Panakhyda, a traditional Ukrainian service, by Father 
Edward Evanko.

R

WWILLIAM HERRON 
WILSON

Aug. 15, 1923 - Jan. 12, 2016

William died at 
Lady Minto Hospital 
on Salt Spring Island 
B.C. He was born 

and grew up in Prince Rupert, B.C. 
and joined the RCAF in 1942, serving 
with 419 Moose SQN as an Air Gunner. After the war 
he worked in Search & Rescue and as an Air Traffi c 
Controller, until his retirement in 1965.

After living in seven provinces, Germany and 
England he moved his family to Salt Spring Island in 
1967. He loved the Island, its peace and quiet and as 
he would say, “the best weather in Canada”.

William was predeceased by his wife of 58 years, 
Veronica in 2005 and his son, George in 2002. He 
is survived by two daughters, Heather and Ann 
(Yasuyuki), six grandchildren, Michael (Darlene), 
Scott (Debbie), Veronica, Heather, Alexandra and 
Jonathan, and two great-granddaughters, Naomi and 
Leah. 

The family would like to thank Dad’s friends and 
neighbours for all their help and kindness.

No Services will be held by request.

j

j

Leslie Clifford Price
November 17, 1931 to 

January 19, 2016

Brigadier General (ret) L.C. 
Price CMM, CD of Ganges on Salt 
Spring Island BC passed away on 
Tuesday 19 January, at the age of 
84. Les is survived by his wife of 62 
years Ruth Margaret Price (Gow), 
sister Sharon Klassen (Price), 
daughter Nancy Allen (Price) of 
Calgary and son David Price from 
Port McNeill.

After a 35 year military career (where he actively 
continued to fly until 4 days before retirement), he went on 
to Alberta Energy Ltd for a few more years until he and his 
wife Ruth moved to Salt Spring Island where they enjoyed 
sailing and camping. Les was also the Commodore of the 
Salt Spring Sailing club in 1999.

Les Price was admired and respected by those who 
knew him. A man of outstanding integrity. His family will 
remember him as a loving husband, father and grandfather 
who lived a life doing those things that he loved to do. 

}

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHSDEATHS

REGULAR MEETING
2:00 pm Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

at Central Hall

Our Legacy Fund Charitable 
Program is now on. 

Please donate.
 See archives website for details.

Steve Nemtin talks about his reconstruction of
“The Japanese Charcoal Ovens of Salt Spring Island”

Salt Spring Island Historical Society

All are welcome http://saltspringarchives.com/historical

Also use Box 131 at 
Country Grocer

to support 
the Archives

ArtCraft 2016, B.C.’s longest running, juried, 
arts and crafts show, representing the best of the Gulf Islands 

runs from June 10th - September 18th.  

Registration deadline for returning exhibitors is May 13th, and 
those new and to be juried is May 6th. This year all Pottery will 

be juried as well as anyone not in ArtCraft 2015.

Registration and information forms are available on the 
“ArtCraft” page at www.ssartscouncil.com/artcraft/ 
or please phone Richard Steel, ArtCraft manager at 

250 537-0899 for more information.

CALL FOR NEW 
APPLICATIONS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTSFAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATIONS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

CANADA BENEFIT GrouP - 
Do you or someone you know 
suffer from a disability? Get up 
to $40,000 from the Canadian 
Government. Toll-free 1-888-
511-2250 or www.canada 
benefi t.ca/free-assessment

Denied Long-Term
Disability Benefi ts or

other insurance?
If YES, call or email for

     FREE initial legal 
consultation and protect

your right to compensation.
778-588-7049

Julie@LawyersWest.ca
www.LawyersWest.ca

DEATHSDEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

HIP OR Knee replacement? 
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in walking/dress-
ing? Disability Tax Credit 
$2,000 Tax Credit $20,000 
Refund. Apply Today For As-
sistance: 1-844-453-5372.

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR timeshare. 
No risk program. Stop mort-
gage and maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money 
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now, we can 
help! 1-888-356-5248.

TRAVEL

DELTA Car & Truck Rentals is 
located minutes away from the 
Tsawwassen Port. We offer fer-
ry pickup and drop off service. 
Call: (604)-943-3713.  Email:
info@deltacarrentals.ca

SEE POLAR Bears, Walrus 
and Whales on our Arctic Ex-
plorer Voyage next summer. 
Save 15% with our winter sale 
for a limited time. Call toll-free: 
1-800-363-7566 or visit:
www.adventurecanada.com 
(TICO#04001400)

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

HEALTHCARE DOCUMEN-
TATION Specialists are in 
huge demand. Employers 
want CanScribe graduates. A 
great work-from-home career! 
Train with Canada’s best-rated 
program. Enroll today.
www.canscribe.com 
1-800-466-1535. 
info@canscribe.com.

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit today: 
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-
768-3362 to start training for 
your work-at-home career!

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

START A new career in 
Graphic Arts, Healthcare, 
Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a 
GED, call:  855-670-9765.

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

LARGE FUND
Borrowers Wanted

Start saving hundreds of  
dollars today! We can easily 
approve you by phone. 1st, 
2nd or 3rd mortgage money 
is available right now. Rates 
start at Prime. Equity counts. 
We don’t rely on credit, age 
or income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or 

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

ACCOUNTING/TAX/
BOOKKEEPING

PETER NJENGA Chartered 
Professional Accountant - Ac-
cepting new clients. 604-593-
5447. pnnjenga@gmail.com

CARPENTRY

CARPENTER - over 40 
years experience in all as-
pects of construction, 
available for all your property 
needs. Reasonable rates, 
references available.  Call 
Ed at 250 538-7763

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com
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OFFICE ASSISTANT
Lady Minto Hospital

Salt Spring Island

Island Health is looking for a full-time Office 
Assistant to provide reception and other clerical 
support including managing client records, typing, 
data entry of statistical data & creating spreadsheets, 
printing reports. Tactful, courteous service with 
discretion and maintaining confidentiality is key.  
Typing: 55 words per minute.

Salary range is $17.34-19.14 hourly plus benefits 
and hours are Monday to Friday, 8:30-4:30. 

To learn more & apply, visit:  
viha.ca/careers/public.htm

Quick Job Search: Office Assistant MHAS

Questions?
Contact: Jon Schwabach, jon.schwabach@viha.ca

or 250.538.0023

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE Plumbing 
from Parker Dean. Fast, re-
liable, 24/7 service. Take $50 
off your next job if you present 
this ad. Vancouver area. 1-
800-573-2928.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

OFFICE SUPPORT CLERK

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

REFORESTATION NURSERY 
seedlings of hardy trees, 
shrubs and berries for shelter-
belts or landscaping. Spruce 
and Pine from $.99/tree. Free 
shipping.  Replacement guar-
antee. 1-866-873-3846 or 
www.treetime.ca

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4,397. Make money & save 
money with your own bandmill. 
Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free Info 
& DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 Ext:400OT.

REAL ESTATE

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

M&M Meat Shops Franchise 
for sale in Cranbrook, BC.
Owners retiring. Busy main
street location. Call Kathy
Hosseini @ 1-519-895-2580
ext. 448  kathy@mmms.ca

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

383SF AVAILABLE, Merchant 
Mews near Ganges. Bthrm, 
clean, revamped. Ideal offi ce 
or shop. Richard, (Victoria) 
250-380-1669.

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

UPPER GANGES CENTRE  
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

OFFICE SUPPORT CLERK

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

STORAGE

 WANTED TO RENT

30 YEAR ISLANDERS looking 
for 1 or 2 bdrm home, close to 
Ganges. Please call Peter or 
Donna Grant at 250 537-6030

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

Run it 
FOR 3 months!

$34.99
Run your 

classified ad 
in the Driftwood 

and the Extra 
for 3 months!

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

Your private party (merchandise only) 
3 line classified ad will run in our 

next 3 insertions. If you need to modify 
the ad or run it again, 

just call us and we’ll run it again 
for another 3 insertions. 
Extra lines are $1.50/line.

CALL NOW
250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

After an Earthquake

On December 30, 2015, SSI residents 
experienced an earthquake of a magnitude 
of 4.7.  No known damage reported, however,  
were you prepared for aftershocks and to stay 
away from anything that looks like it may fall?  
Below are some other hints to being more 
prepared after an earthquake:

http://earthquakecountry.org/recover/

REVISE
for feb 3

FIre. If you are trained and have a fire extinguisher 
handy, put out small fires in your home or 
neighborhood immediately. Call for help.
Water LeakS. Shut off the main water valve only 
if you suspect a leak because of broken pipes.  
Check for leaks.
DamageD eLeCtrICaL WIrINg. Shut off power at 
the main breaker switch.
BrOkeN LIghtS aND appLIaNCeS. Unplug these.
DOWNeD pOWer LINeS. If you see downed 
power lines, stay well away from them. 
FaLLeN ItemS. Beware of items tumbling off 
shelves.
SpILLS. Use extreme caution. 
When in doubt, leave your 
home.
DamageD maSONry. 
Stay away from chimneys 
and walls made of brick or 
block. 

Invite the whole neighbourhood to 
your garage sale with a classified ad. 

CALL 250-537-9933

       
TIP OF THE WEEK

        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

        by Michael O’Connor

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) A pioneering 
and revolutionary mood continues. 
Yet more than outer territory, it is the 
inner depths that appeal to you now. 
What you really want is a clear vision, 
something you can believe in and invest 
into with confi dence. If you have been 
lead into new territory over the past 
weeks and even months, then you are 
already on the right track. The bigger 
question is: do you trust the process.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) Some 
measurable shifts and shakes in 
your public life are causing you to 
undergo a lot of sifting and sorting. 
The anti has gone up especially on 
relationship fronts. There is reason 
to say that you are feeling fairly 
confident in some regards, yet not 
entirely. A metamorphic process is 
underway and at full throttle. Focus on 
reinvention of your place in the world.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Wave after 
wave of awakening has been rolling in 
on your shores for some time. Some of 
these have likely been quite inspiring 
while others yet have perhaps been 
outright rude. The heavy side of these 
refers to endings, completion and even 
the reality of mortality. This has been 
true for the past few years especially. 
Yet with each day you are somehow 
getting stronger. Focus there.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) A steady 
pace of change in your public and/
or professional life continues. The 
good news is that you are learning to 
see yourself and the world and in the 
world as with new eyes. The learning 
curve is steep and contains several 
facets challenging you to adapt – that 
is the key word. Fortunately, you have 
been in a pretty sporting mood as of 
late. Stay sober to remain sharp for 
best results.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) Things are 
steadily expanding on relationship 
fronts. Circumstances are pushing 
you to be more assertive. Practical 
concerns and considerations are 
featured. You are happy to proceed 
slowly, yet you also need to feel that 
you are advancing surely. Some form 
of new training is likely or at least you 
have extra homework to do. Fortify 
your foundations with attention on 
the details.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) You are in 
an inventive and engineering mood. 
This is serving to awaken aspects of 
you that have been waiting for their 
cue. This entire process is activating 
your desires and energy levels. The 
old feels less appealing with each 
day making unchartered territory feel 
more and more attractive. It may feel 
as though you are still in a gestating 
phase but something is certainly 
festering within.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) A crazy, 
creative, provocative, playful, sassy and 
hopefully sexy mood has taken over. It 
is spurring your desires and ambitions 
at depths seldom reached before. Your 
response is to get down to business, 
to exercise your administrative core. 
Learning and/or sharing knowledge is 
featured. You wish you could feel more 
confi dent all the while and this is where 
the screw is turning.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) Refl ecting 
upon your sense of individuality you 
may wonder how you came to be 
such a unique creature. Answers 
to questions aside, circumstances 
are demanding that you reply and 
this is leading you into new territory. 
Or perhaps it is just curiosity that 
is leading you on. Your lifestyle 
in general is meant to change and 
improvement is the main theme.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) 
A  s teady  awakening  o f  new 
perceptions thus perspectives are 
keeping you interested. At best you 
feel inspired to new ventures and 
creative undertakings. Yet inner 
work is implied. Unless your core 
beliefs, attitudes, interpretations 
and subsequently your methods of 
approach can be revised, you may 
feel stuck and frustrated. Clarify your 
dreams and ambitions to ignite your 
determination to persevere.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) Sometimes 
it is who you know and sometimes it 
is what that will make the difference. 
What you want, however, is not just new 
stuff of even skills and tools; it is to think 
new thoughts and to express yourself in 
new ways. Moving beyond relationships 
and patterns of relating are featured. 
So, a rebellious urge is stirring. It has a 
lot of torque too, so be sure to direct it in 
a constructive manner.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) The Sun 
in your sign is activating you to new 
styles of approach. As if suddenly, 
familiar rhythms and patterns no 
longer feel as satisfying as they did 
even a short while ago. It may not yet 
be the time to take direct action, but 
something is brewing. Changes on 
relationship fronts are implied and the 
signs will be increasingly clear over 
the coming weeks.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) Deciphering 
your dreams feels extra important 
now. Not just the ones you have 
while asleep, but the ones that are 
actual refl ections of your destiny are 
specifi cally on your mind. These are 
not the same as fantasies or wishful 
thinking or socially stimulated desires 
to simply have things or go places. 
These dreams refer to the deeper 
purpose of your life and specifi cally 
at this time.

February is an interesting month as the hours of daylight noticeably increase 
while winter deepens. From Pagan tradition, Imbolc marks mid-winter, the half 
way point between Winter Solstice and Spring Equinox. Imbolc was renamed 
Candlemas by the 5th Century, especially in Britain as one of many adoptions of 
Pagan festivals by the Roman Catholic Church. In our modern era, it is commonly 
referred to as Groundhog Day.

February 4th is also an important date from the standpoint of traditional 
Chinese cosmology. It marks the day when a new Numerological cycle begins, 
in the Chinese system. As well, the New Moon in Aquarius coincides with 
Chinese New Year and the Wood Sheep/Goat/Ram hands off to the mischievous 
and exciting Fire Monkey. The New Moon in the Pacifi c Time Zone occurs on 
February 8th at 6:39 am.

By mid-month, Mercury and Venus both enter Aquarius on February 13 and 16, 
respectively. The Sun enters Pisces on the 18th at 9:34 PST.
READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.....................................................................................................

FREE DESKS 
various sizes - 

can be viewed at the 
Driftwood Office.

FREE
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indoor pool
Rainbow Road

indoor poolindoor pool
Rainbow Road

250.537.1402

Family Day 
Free Swim Schedule:
Feb 5, Friday 3:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Feb 7, Sunday 1:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Feb 8, Monday 3:00 pm - 6:30 pm
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LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE
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NOTICE 
SATURNA ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 

SA-TUP-2015.2 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Saturna Island Local Trust Committee will be considering a resolution allowing 
for the issuance of a Temporary Use Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the Local Government Act.   The 
proposed permit would apply to Lot A, Section 18, Saturna Island, Cowichan District, Plan VIP75287. 

The purpose of this temporary use permit is to allow for a campground consisting of ten (10) tenting sites, a 
shower/laundry/washroom building and a parking area at 100 East Point Road on Saturna Island.  The 
proposed permit contains conditions which include: screening, maximum number of tent sites, parking, security, 
maximum floor area limit for the shower/laundry/washroom building, no outdoor fires, and length of stay. The 
permit can be issued for up to three years and the owner may apply to the Saturna Island Local Trust 
Committee to have it renewed once for up to an additional three years. 

The general location of the subject property is shown in the following sketch: 

A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, 200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, 
B.C. V8R 1H8 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding statutory 
holidays, commencing, February 5, 2016 and continuing up to and including February 17, 2016.

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 494 (1) (a) of the Local Government Act,
additional copies of the Proposed Permit may be inspected at various Notice Boards on Saturna Island, B.C., 
commencing February 5, 2016.

If you have any questions or comments please contact the Planner, Gary Richardson at (250) 405-5157; for Toll 
Free Access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC:  In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867 
before 4:30 p.m., February 17, 2016.  Written comments may be mailed to Islands Trust, 200 – 1627 Fort 
Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1H8; faxed to (250) 405-5155; or emailed to information@islandstrust.bc.ca before 
4:30 p.m., February 17, 2016. 

The Saturna Island Local Trust Committee will be considering the issuance of the permit at the Saturna Local 
Trust Committee Meeting being held at 12:30 p.m., February 18, 2016, at the Saturna Island Recreational & 
Cultural Center, 104 Harris Road, Saturna Island BC. 

All applications are available for review by the public.  Written comments made in response to this notice will 
also be available for public review. 

Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary 
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Permit pursuant to Section 493 of the Local Government Act.   The proposed 
permit would apply to Lot A, Section 18, Saturna Island, Cowichan District, 
Plan VIP75287.

The purpose of this temporary use permit is to allow for a campground 
consisting of ten (10) tenting sites, a shower/laundry/washroom building 
and a parking area at 100 East Point Road on Saturna Island.  The proposed 
permit contains conditions which include: screening, maximum number 
of tent sites, parking, security, maximum floor area limit for the shower/
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A copy of the proposed permit may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, 
200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8 between the hours of 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, 
commencing, February 5, 2016 and continuing up to and including February 
17, 2016.

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 494 (1) (a) 
of the Local Government Act, additional copies of the Proposed Permit may 
be inspected at various Notice Boards on Saturna Island, B.C., commencing 
February 5, 2016.  

If you have any questions or comments please contact the Planner, Gary 
Richardson at (250) 405-5157; for Toll Free Access, request a transfer via 
Enquiry BC:  In Vancouver 660-2421 and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867 
before 4:30 p.m., February 17, 2016.  Written comments may be mailed to 
Islands Trust, 200 – 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8R 1H8; faxed to (250) 
405-5155; or emailed to information@islandstrust.bc.ca before 4:30 p.m., 
February 17, 2016.

The Saturna Island Local Trust Committee will be considering the issuance 
of the permit at the Saturna Local Trust Committee Meeting being held at 
12:30 p.m., February 18, 2016, at the Saturna Island Recreational & Cultural 
Center, 104 Harris Road, Saturna Island BC.

All applications are available for review by the public.  Written comments 
made in response to this notice will also be available for public review.

Sharon Lloyd-deRosario, Deputy Secretary

YOUTH SOCCER 

Cup slips away at last second
Gold boys give it 
their best shot 

BY MARKUS WENZEL
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

The last second of 
play on the last day of 
the month proved cost-
ly for Salt Spring’s bid 
into the next round of 
the Lower Island Soc-
cer Association gold 
cup for Salt Spring’s 
U-18 boys team. 

Tied 3-3 with the 
o p p o n e n t  S o o k e 
awarded a corner kick 
on what would be the 
last play of the game 

at the GISS field, the 
slippery ball managed 
to eke across the goal 
line after a scramble 
in front of substitute 
keeper Eric Perrins. 

This result was made 
that much more deflat-
ing as the smaller and 
l i g h t e r  Sa l t  Sp r i n g 
squad were down 3-1 at 
one point of the game, 
and had fought back to 
tie it up at three.  

Sooke took an early 
l e a d  o n  a  m i s c u e 
between the defence 
and first-half  keep-
er Sandor Keil. (Salt 
Spring lost their per-

m a n e n t  k e e p e r  t o 
relocation last year, 
and now each game 
starts with coach Colin 
Walde’s question, “So, 
who wants to play goal 
today?”) 

Nick Howe notched 
the first Salt Spring 
goal by deftly taking a 
free kick while the mes-
merized Sooke keeper 
was just starting to set 
up his wall.  

Sooke edged ahead 
a g a i n ,  s c o r i n g  t w o 
goals  back-to back. 
Aidan Haigh brought 
it within one before 
the half,  finishing a 

well-placed through-
ball masterminded by 
Brennan Shaver. Liam 
Wenzel would tie it 
up late in the second 
half on a good second 
effort. 

Tied three apiece 
with only seconds left, 
visions of a shootout 
were looming. It was 
not to be.  

The U18 boys team, 
c o a c h e d  b y  C o l i n 
Walde and promoted 
from the silver level to 
gold earlier in the sea-
son, is made up of boys 
from grades 10 through 
12.    

SWIMMING 

Masters group takes honours
Salt Spring swimmers fi nish at 
the top of the pack at 
Nanaimo event

Three swimmers who train at Salt 
Spring’s Rainbow Road Pool and par-
ticipated at the Nanaimo Ebbtides 35th 
Annual Masters Swim on Jan. 24 came 
home with a dozen ribbons between 
them. 

Joan Gunn Allard, who swims in the 
women’s 60-64 division for the Salt 
Spring Island Masters club, earned first 
place finishes in 25-m butterfly, 25-m 
backstroke and 100-m IM events. She 

also secured the number-two spot in 
the 50-m backstroke. 

Also swimming for Salt Spring Island 
Masters, Jon Suk earned first place in 
50-m backstroke in the men’s 50-54 
division, and also scooped second-
place honours in 50-m butterfly, 100-m 
freestyle and 50-m freestyle.

Susan Huber,  who trains on Salt 
Spring but belongs to the Victoria Mas-
ters club, came home with four ribbons 
in her women’s 65-69 category. These 
included a first in 25-m freestyle, first 
in 25-m backstroke and second in 25-m 
breaststroke. She also helped bring the 
Victoria Masters team to victory in the 
women’s 200-m medley.

COMPETITIVE SPORTS

RBC funds help discover athletes
Training Ground 
events to produce new 
Olympians

Undiscovered athletes with 
podium potential could find 
their way to the Rio 2016 Olym-
pic Games thanks to an exciting 
new partnership between RBC, 
the Canadian Broadcasting Cor-
poration, the Canadian Olympic 
Committee and the Canadian 
Olympic Foundation.

According to a press release, 
the new RBC Training Ground 
program will help fi nd unknown 
athletes and provide the funding 
and support to help fuel their 
Olympic dreams. 

“Sports like bobsled, rowing, 
canoe/kayak and track are fi lled 
with explosive athletes who 
came to these sports later in life 
– we know there are some hid-

den stars waiting to be found. 
The sooner they’re identified, 
the sooner they can transfer 
their talent and maximize their 
potential,” RBC says in its press 
material.

Athletes between the ages 
of 14 and 25 are invited to put 
their skills to the test through a 
series of physical challenges to 
showcase their athletic abilities 
at four Training Ground events 
taking place across Canada. The 
session for Western Canada is 
on Saturday, Feb. 20 at the Rich-
mond Olympic Oval.  

Participants will be tested 
for power, strength, speed and 
endurance. They will perform 
in front of coaches and offi-
cials from a variety of national 
and provincial sport organiza-
tions and their results will be 
measured against performance 
benchmarks to determine an 
athlete’s capacity for sport at its 

highest level. 
Up to 10 athletes will be iden-

tified at each of four regional 
events to receive additional 
assistance such as funding, 
resources, coaching and/or 
mentorship that is necessary to 
achieve their Olympic journey. 
One top performer from each 
RBC Training Ground will get 
the ultimate sporting experience 
– a trip to the Rio 2016 Olympic 
Games. 

Program partners CBC/Radio-
Canada, COC and the Canadian 
Olympic Foundation have joined 
RBC in committing to RBC Train-
ing Ground for the next five 
years. CBC will help introduce 
Canadians to the athletes and 
their stories uncovered at each 
RBC Training Ground event.

To see the recommended 
workouts or apply to be part of 
the event, visit  www.rbctraining-
ground.ca.  


