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Jennifer, 250-537-9933

Make sure your business is listed in our 
gulf island tourism.com publication and 

website to reach ten’s of thousands of 
tourists coming to the islands.

BOOK YOUR 
SPACE NOW!
Call 250-537-9933 today to confirm your listing! gulfislandstourism.com

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Cathy Thomson is the toast of Brinkworthy vil-
lage following her on-the-spot heroics to save a sei-
zure victim from drowning in her backyard pond.

Thomson was installing a stretch of drainage pipe 
outside her home with neighbourhood handyman 
Paul Thomas, Jr. on Thursday morning when the 
routine job took an unexpected twist.

“I heard a grunt and saw him going backwards 
into the pond,” Thomson said.

Within seconds, she recalled, Thomas, Jr. had 
rolled over and was face fi rst in about three feet of 
water, and she was struggling to get him back on 
the lawn.

“I grabbed his arm, but he was out cold and his 
eyes were rolled back,” she said. “He was having a 
seizure.”

The cold water and a sharp, rocky rim around the 
pond posed additional rescue challenges. Thom-
son vividly recalls watching Thomas, Jr.’s head go 
underwater as she struggled to lift him out of the 
pond.

“I had him by one arm, but he started to go 
under,” she said. “That’s a picture I cannot get out 
of my brain. I knew I had to grab him from both 
arms.”

Thomson entered the pond to grab a better grip 
while screaming for someone to call 9-1-1. 

“There was nobody around,” she said. “One of 
my neighbours is hard of hearing, the lady behind 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

HAVING A BALL: Young Mateo Burton has fun in the Kids Zone at the Earth Day festival in 
Centennial Park on Friday. The event saw all kinds of activities, ranging from yoga to bike and EV 
car demos, a car-stop dance and many activities for children and families.  

Heroics 
save island 
man
Neighbour’s rapid response 
rescues Brinkworthy resident

RCMP 
keep 
mum on 
death
Man dies following late-
night fi ght

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Police are staying tight-lipped 
as officers continue to inves-
tigate circumstances of a late-
night gathering at 174 Richard 
Flack Road that left a 36-year-
old man dead early Friday 
morning.

Police responded to a call 
for help following a fight in the 
north-end neighborhood at 4:20 
a.m. Salt Spring RCMP found 
two men delivering CPR to an 
unconscious male at the scene. 
Police continued CPR until 
paramedics arrived. The uncon-
scious male was pronounced 
deceased soon after arrival at 
Lady Minto Hospital.

One of the men who had been 
providing CPR was treated for 
non-life threatening injuries at 
Lady Minto and subsequently 
released, RCMP added.

Though police have yet to 
release the name of the deceased, 
social media and numerous 
sources in the community have 
identifi ed him as Salt Spring resi-
dent Keenan J. Whyte.

A friend said Whyte returned to 
Salt Spring about a year ago after 
spending two years in the West 
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Salt Spring Island has a neighbourhood program 
called POD which connects neighbours to 
neighbours specifically for emergency preparedness/
mitigation.  There are currently 52 PODs identified on 
Salt Spring Island.  If you would like to be 
a part of the POD program or find out 
more information please contact 
Laurel Hanley at ssidepc@crd.
bc.ca or leave a message at 
250 537-1220.

http://www.crd.bc.ca/service/fire-burning/
salt-spring-island-fire-and-emergency-services

REVISED
for apr 27

What is a 
POD PROGRAM?

GANGES HARBOUR

Harbour authority offers Manson access compromise
License of Occupation to allow 
Tree House Cafe use

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Several years of wrangling over space in 
a small Ganges right-of-way may soon be 
coming to an end, with a draft licensing 
agreement between the Harbour Authori-
ty of Salt Spring Island and the Tree House 
Cafe now on the table.

HASSI chair Kathy Scarfo and vice-
chair Per Svendsen announced the devel-
opment during a delegation to the Salt 
Spring Transportation Commission Mon-
day evening, following a meeting with 
Tree House owner Mark LeCorre and 
Department of Fisheries and Ocean staff 
earlier that morning.

“HASSI heard the community, we heard 
the petition, we heard all that,” Scarfo 
said. “What we did was we immediately 
engaged in a process.”

The issue of jurisdiction first came to 
a head in 2014, when HASSI informed 
LeCorre that overflow outdoor seating in 
the laneway would not be permitted after 
that season ended. Alcohol sales at the 
outdoor tables were immediately banned. 
More than 1,300 people signed an online 
petition asking the authority to reverse its 
decision.

Scarfo said the licence of occupation for 
May 1 to Dec. 31, 2016 was a last-minute 
attempt to facilitate business this season, 
and that a better permanent solution will 
hopefully be in place for next year.

“What we’ve got now is what we think is 
good enough for now, but it’s a first step. 
The reason for it happening is because 
of the fact that DFO was able to step in 
and clarify the jurisdiction, which then 
allowed us the ability to go and talk about 
what we could do next. So what we’ve 
come up with is temporary,” Scarfo said. 

LeCorre said Monday night it’s unclear 
how the change will improve matters this 

summer. His plan was based on only four 
tables being located outside and he had 
not intended to have the cafe open for 
dinner or run the summer nights music 
program as a result.

“To change our business plan this late 
in the season is very difficult to impos-
sible. We’ll try, but it’s a tall order,” he said. 
“We usually have by the end of January 
our staff hired. We’re running seven nights 
a week with full staff by the beginning of 
April, the music’s booked, et cetera. None 
of that’s been done yet.”

The island’s transportation commis-
sion has been at the forefront of an effort 
to take local jurisdiction of the laneway 
known as Manson Road, as well as the 
wedge of infilled foreshore that cuts in 
from the boardwalk where cafe tables 

were previously located. Commission 
chair Robin Williams said Monday night 
the group will continue with that goal 
so that decisions can be made in public 
meetings.

“I think it’s great if you’re working out 
a relationship with the Tree House busi-
ness there,” Williams told Scarfo. “The 
issue that happened with the transpor-
tation commission is specifically differ-
ent. We stepped in because we realized 
that we control, or have influence with 
the Ministry of Transportation on Min-
istry of Transportation right-of-ways on 
Salt Spring, and there was a lot of action 
happening on this right-of-way that was 
going completely under the radar with the 
community.”

According to the draft licence, the Tree 

House Cafe will be permitted to lease the 
Kanaka dock uplands for a fee of one dol-
lar per year. Permitted uses include out-
door restaurant seating with liquor sales, 
loading and a wait station, as long as 
these are positioned so that public access 
to Kanaka Dock is not restricted. 

A protocol will be developed so that 
Tree House staff can quickly clear the lane 
in the event of an emergency requiring 
emergency responders to access the dock. 
A diagram of where tables can be located 
has yet to be approved.

DFO staff have said they could poten-
tially support SSITC’s application for the 
licence of occupation of Manson Road 
but asked for information around legal 
access, emergency responder access and 
safety and liabilities. Salt Spring’s senior 
CRD manager Karla Campbell has been 
compiling information and is currently 
waiting to hear from MoTI about its insur-
ance needs before submitting the pack-
age.

Salt Spring’s CRD and Islands Trust offi-
cials are also waiting for a response from 
HASSI  regarding their request to have 
one seat each on the harbour authority’s 
eight-member board. 

Scarfo said she would like to be invited 
back to another SSITC meeting to speak 
more fully to questions about HASSI’s 
composition and issue of transparency/
closed door operations.

CRD director Wayne McIntyre was not 
able to attend Monday’s meeting due to 
a family emergency, but he was debriefed 
by his alternate Darryl Martin.

Speaking Tuesday morning, McIntyre 
said, “I’m pleased that HASSI took the 
opportunity of a delegation at the open 
meeting of the transportation commis-
sion, and I wish there was similar open 
process at HASSI meetings.”

“We are hopeful that it appears more 
openness is forthcoming on Ganges har-
bour matters and pledge the CRD will be 
supportive of that process,” he added. 

TRANSPORTATION

Salt Spring lines up for transit funds
Parking and 
speed limit issues 
unresolved

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring Transit is 
hoping to access a share 
of $12.7 million in ser-
vice expansion funding 
that was announced 
with February’s provin-
cial budget package.

Myrna Moore, senior 
regional manager for BC 
Transit, attended Mon-
day evening’s meeting 
of the Salt Spring Trans-
portation Commission 
to present an amended 
operating agreement 
and to see whether the 
local group wished to 
pursue expansion fund-
ing. Commissioners 
voted to adopt plans 
for 2017-18 which, if 
approved, will allow reg-

ular 30-minute service 
on the Ganges-Fulford 
route during summer 
and improved week-
day evening service to 
Vesuvius. 

“What we’re trying to 
do with that option is 
standardize the number 
of trips so people can see 
it’s a year-round service 
level,” Moore said, not-
ing riders are frustrated 
when their accustomed 
service decreases over 
the winter. 

The additions will 
require Salt Spring Tran-
sit to procure one extra 
bus and SSITC to receive 
approval to increase the 
tax requisition for the 
community’s share of 
operating costs. 

Moore said BC Tran-
sit is hoping to have the 
Capital Regional District 
approve all expansion 
requests for the region 
at their June meeting. 

BC Transit will present a 
draft service plan to the 
province that incorpo-
rates all system requests.

In other SSITC busi-
ness, commissioners 
voted to officially receive 
a report on Salt Spring 
road conditions submit-
ted by Ross Simpson, a 
retired highways engi-
neer, and to forward it 
to the Salt Spring Incor-
poration Study Com-
mittee for information. 
Commissioners also 
agreed to invite com-
mittee chair Mark Aston 
to attend a meeting and 
speak about how road 
costs could impact the 
island under incorpora-
tion. 

• Speed limits contin-
ue to be a topic of con-
cern at the SSITC table. 
Commissioner Scott 
Simmons said at the 
very least, limits within 
the Ganges village core 

should be reduced.
“It’s an accident wait-

ing for a place to hap-
pen,” Simmons said. 
“The core standard 
should be 30. It would 
encourage people to 
slow down, get out of 
their cars and walk.”

C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
agreed to come up with 
some specific motions 
to be debated at the 
May meeting. 

• Also at the next 
meeting, commission-
ers will resume con-
versation on an Islands 
Trust request for com-
ment on its proposal to 
create a new commeri-
cla zone for four proper-
ties adjoning the Gan-
ges boardwalk project.

SSITC’s next meeting 
will take place at a spe-
cial place and date. It is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
May 24 at the library 
program room.

driftwood file photo

The Tree House Cafe seen in 2013, when tables were still permitted in the contested area 
on the left side of the path. A recent decision by the Harbour Authority of Salt Spring Island 
could see some tables return to the space.
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Newsbeat Heads up!
SSI Incorporation Study Committee meeting: 
Thursday, APRIL 28 
SS United Church. 4 to 7 p.m. 

A photo of an orca accom-
panying our page 3 story in 
the April 13 issue failed to 
credit the photographer, 
who was Tamar Griggs. 

Missing golf 
club flags 
returned

The flags and flagsticks 
taken from the Salt Spring 
Golf and Country Club 
sometime last weekend were 
discovered at the facility’s 
number-8 green early Thurs-
day morning.

Golf club president Randy 

Cunningham said grounds 
crews on the early morn-
ing shift discovered all nine 
missing flags, which were 
returned in mostly good con-
dition. 

“The course was busy last 
night until daylight waned so 
the flags showed up some-
time after 10 p.m. and before 
6 a.m. this morning” Cun-
ningham said Thursday. “So 
someone, under the cover of 
darkness but on a moonlit 

night, brought them back.”
The number-8 green is 

located next to Upper Gan-
ges Road, providing a dis-
crete place for the person 
who returned the flags to 
drop them off undetected. 

Cunningham said the 
flags received some cosmetic 
damage, but fortunately the 
prisms located on top of the 
flagsticks that help golfers 
plan their sight lines were not 
harmed. 

SD64 seeks 
input

The Gulf Islands School 
Distr ict  is  looking for 
input into its recent work 
to transform how student 
learning outcomes are 
communicated. 

The district is part of 
a K-12 innovation proj-
ect on the topic under 
BC’s Innovation Partner-

ship. Teachers have par-
ticipated in workshops to 
explore various practices 
for communicating stu-
dent learning to students 
and parents.  

Parents and learners are 
invited to go to the dis-
trict website at www.sd64.
bc.ca, and click on the 
Parent and Community 
Survey link. The survey 
will be open until end of 
day on Monday, May 9.

News briefs

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper? 
Art Supply Paper?

Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

EDUCATION

High school students step into aboriginal experience
Active learning exercise 
promotes intense 
response

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gulf Islands Secondary School 
students were given the oppor-
tunity to revisit Canada’s colonial 
history from the inside during 
an insightful experience-based 
learning activity on Thursday.

School District 64’s aboriginal 
education coordinator Shannon 
Johnston and GISS teacher Carol 
Arnold oversaw the exercise that 
included 65 students and teach-
ers, while local elder Jim Spencer 
(Wave Walker) gave the welcom-
ing ceremony. The participants 
became Canada’s indigenous 
peoples, whose changing status 
and diminishing access to the 
land was demonstrated with key 
episodes in history.

“It’s great to have a larger num-
ber like we have today. It makes 
for a really powerful experience,” 
Arnold noted.

As a first step, students were 
asked to group into tribes of five 
people and then select a blan-
ket as territory. All the blankets 
were unfolded and placed on the 
multipurpose room floor so that 
they were touching, represent-
ing the once vast swath of land 
known as Turtle Island. The tribes 
stood together (shoeless) on their 

territories, at first with plenty 
of space to move around. This 
changed as the teachers read out 
historic events, starting with the 
1493 Doctrine of Discovery. The 
Papal document stated that any 
land not inhabited by Christians 
was available to be discovered, 
claimed and exploited by Chris-
tian rulers. According to later 
court decisions, the document 
was the legal basis for European 
claims in the Americas and the 
foundation for the United States’ 
western expansion.

As the exercise showed, subse-
quent declarations and colonial 
needs would see aboriginal title 
to Turtle Island shrink further 
and further. The group of stu-
dents representing Newfound-
land’s Beothuk people was asked 
to sit down since that tribe was 
declared extinct in 1829. A larger 
number followed suit with the 
distribution of small pox-infect-
ed blankets in the prairies. 

Compulsory “enfranchise-
ment” enacted in 1876 saw indig-
enous Canadians who became 
doctors, lawyers, teachers or 
accountants stripped of their 
“Indian status.” More students 
sat down. Then with the imple-
mentation of residential schools, 
the remaining population was 
essentially halved, as students 
representing aboriginal children 
left Turtle Island for an isolated 
pocket of blankets. Then those 
who died or were irreparably 

harmed at school also sat down.
While the aboriginal popula-

tion was shrinking, the exercise 
showed how their land was also 
being taken away. One teacher 
walked around the perimeter 
throughout the session, con-
stantly kicking in blankets to 
make them smaller while the 
“tribes” pushed back to regain 
territory. Near the end, the blan-
kets were folded in so small 
they were just big enough for 
the remaining tribe members to 
stand on without moving.

Students who spoke after the 
exercise said it was both upset-

ting and powerful. They talked 
about the shame felt by modern 
Canadians and the urge to sweep 
history under the rug, and the 
contrasting need to be aware of 
our past in order to move forward 
and heal. 

Teachers talked about the 
tragic consequences of past 
actions that still have so many 
ramifications today, such as the 
state of emergency declared in 
Attawapiskat, Ont. due to youth 
suicide on the reservation. As 
teacher David Collombin point-
ed out, the part of the exercise 
on residential schools was the 

“PG version” of the horrors that 
happened.

Del Graff, who is Alberta’s Child 
and Youth Advocate, released a 
report this week on the suicide 
crisis affecting indigenous youth 
in Alberta. Graff found suicide 
accounts for a third of all deaths 
of indigenous youth and is their 
leading cause of death. Factors 
that led to the suicides of 13 chil-
dren he studied included histo-
ries of abuse and addiction in the 
family, and recent child interven-
tion actions (placement in foster 
homes or other care). The divi-
sion of First Nation families con-
tinues to be a cultural and social 
tragedy, as Johnston noted. 

Somewhat more happily, the 
GISS exercise showed advances 
are also being made in the other 
direction. Some of the students 
were given scrolls with quota-
tions from aboriginal people 
written over the years to read 
aloud to the group, and some of 
these included thoughts from 
modern youth leaders. The blan-
kets were unfolded a bit to hon-
our the work they are doing, as 
well as Canada’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation process. 

“There are quite a few of us here 
whose ancestors went through 
what you demonstrated here — 
and I am living proof that we can 
overcome,” Spencer observed. 
“Don’t live in the past. Live in the 
future. Our people have to move 
to a new paradigm.”

For
TheRECORD

photo by Elizabeth Nolan

GISS teachers and students participate in an exercise demonstrating the 
loss of indigenous Canadians’ rights over the centuries since European 
contact. 
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Shop ph: 250-537-4411 • Cell: 250-537-6615 • Fax: 250-537-1865
1229 Mt. Maxwell Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC v8k 2h7 

Email: bellavancewelding@shaw.ca

CWB CERTIFIED 
SHOP

Salt Spring Island’s 
ONLY shop certifi ed 
by the Canadian 
Welding Bureau 
(CWB).

•  Protect your building and your 
insurance coverage by making sure 
you have your structural steel building 
and components done by a certifi ed 
shop.

•  Don’t be caught by surprise!  We 
make sure we use only the highest 
quality steel, stainless and aluminum 
in our jobs. Fabricated and installed 
by qualifi ed CWB welders.

Building this summer?
Call us for any of your 
Structural or Metal 
Fabrication needs.

BELLAVANCE
WELDING LTD.

      

Let us give you a quote!

Need metal 
supplies for your 
own project? 
We have a large inventory of 
extrusions, plate and profi les in 
aluminium, steel and stainless.

Seizure victim recovering well after night at hospital

CRIME PREVENTION 

Workshop prompts vigilance
Speakers warn Salt 
Spring not immune 
to predators

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Organizers of a recent 
human trafficking preven-
tion workshop at the Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
wasted no time to answer a 
query on the minds of every-
one in the audience.

“I want to answer a ques-
tion that people keep asking 
me,” said Helani Davison, a 
drug and alcohol counsel-
lor. “People keep saying to 
me: ‘This doesn’t really hap-
pen on Salt Spring?’ and the 
answer is, ‘Yes it does, it hap-
pens in every community, 
big, small, rich and poor.’

“I know for a fact that 
drugs, alcohol and sexual 
exploitation overlap, and I 
wanted to do more.”

Though human traffick-
ing elicits thoughts of inter-
national crime syndicates, 
secretive shipping networks 
and impoverished third-
world victims, the reality hits 
far closer to home, speakers 
told the crowd.

“ T h e s e  a re n’t  g i r l s 
from Czechoslovakia or 
South America; these are 
Canadians,”said Bill McEl-

roy, a former naval officer 
and City of Victoria munici-
pal councillor who has spent 
15 years as a volunteer with 
the Capital Region Action 
Team for Sexually Exploited 
Youth. 

McElroy said 93 per cent 
of trafficking victims in Can-
ada come from Canada. The 
average recruitment age is 
between 13 and 14 years old. 
The most common age of 
sexually exploited women 
in Canada, he added, is 
between 12 and 25. Preda-
tors lure most of these vic-
tims through the internet or 
by the promise of big money 
in return for parties and 
“good times.” Criminals are 
increasingly turning to the 
internet and social media as 
a recruitment tool, he said.

“We aren’t expecting 
predators to show up at the 
doorstep to abduct them,” 
he said. “We’re up against 
some pretty heavy duty bad 
guys.”

McElroy works with sexu-
ally exploited youth and 
former sex-trade workers to 
educate and warn children 
about the dangers kids face, 
be they in downtown Victo-
ria, Sooke or Salt Spring. He 
said males are also at risk of 
being sexual exploited.

For those who still doubt 
the problem exists in the 

Gulf Islands, the visit-
ing speakers confirmed 
they’ve worked with sexu-
ally exploited youth on Salt 
Spring or islanders who’ve 
relocated to Victoria.

“Although it looks a little 
different, it’s happening 
everywhere,” said Miranda 
de Jong, a Children of the 
Street Society program man-
ager. “The culture needs to 
change so people feel com-
fortable talking about this.”

Once active in the sex 
trade, McElroy added, the 
majority of victims cannot 
escape due to problems that 
include addiction, threats 
of physical violence, no 
support networks, mental 
health issues and a sense of 
shame.

While the April 16 presen-
tation was aimed at an adult 
audience, McElroy promises 
to bring his Taking Care of 
Ourselves, Taking Care of 
Others (TCO2) workshop to 
the island during the 2016-
2017 school year.

“That’s my commitment 
to you,” he said.

The workshop is designed 
to give kids a sense of what 
to watch out for and what 
to do if they suspect they or 
their friends are being tar-
getted. 

For more information, 
visit www.crat.ca.

me was at work, and the lady across 
the street was on holiday. I could 
have screamed to kingdom come, 
but there was nobody around.”

Thomson still can’t believe she 
wrestled her 150-pound workmate 
out of the pond. She describes her-
self as handicapped with chronic 
back problems, not the kind of per-

son one would expect to perform 
such a heroic feat.

“I never knew how I’d react so I 
kind of learned something about 
myself,” she said. “I’m amazed that 
I was able to get him. It’s amazing 
what adrenaline does; I found mus-
cles I didn’t even know I had.”

Thomson called for help when 
Thomas, Jr. was safely propped up 
at the edge of the pond. She said 
she was grateful when fire-rescue 
responders and paramedics took 

over care. Thomas, Jr. was taken to 
Lady Minto Hospital and released 
Friday. Thomson was surprised to 
see him at her back door the fol-
lowing day with a thank you and a 
bouquet of fresh-cut flowers.

“He was completely fine,” she 
said.

Thomas Jr.’s father, Paul Thomas, 
Sr., said Thomson’s actions are noth-
ing short of extraordinary. He credits 
his neighbour with saving his son’s 
life.

“We are talking about a true hero,” 
he said. “This woman deserves a 
medal because my son sure as hell 
wouldn’t be around if it wasn’t for 
her. We can’t believe that she man-
aged to drag him out.

“Both of them were soaked to the 
skin and bruised up pretty badly.”

Thomas, Sr. and his wife Judy 
were on their way back to the 
Brinkworthy neighbourhood from 
St. Mary Lake when they noticed 
the flashing lights of emergency 
vehicles.

“We never thought they would 
be for Paul, Jr.,” he said, extend-
ing additional thanks to emergency 
responders at the scene.

Thomson is unaccustomed to 
the attention. She’s lived at Brink-
worthy for about 15 years and likes 
to keep a low profile. She claims she 
did what anyone else in her posi-
tion would have done.

“It was really a fluke that I was 
there,” she said. “Generally he’ll be 
doing some stuff in the back, and I’ll 
be in another area.”

photo by Sean McIntyre

Cathy Thomson reflects on the scene of her recent rescue action at 
Brinkworthy village. 

rescue
continued from 1

A study of children’s health services
and 

facilites on Salt Spring Island B.C.

WRG Canada has been retained by The Centre for 
Child Honouring to conduct an audit of the facilites and 
services available to families on Salt Spring, specifically in 
the area of children’s health. To that end, we are interested 
in speaking to parents and/or guardians of children who 
have health issues – especially kids with special needs, 
and who may not be able to access the required services 
on Salt Spring.

Interviews are strictly confidential and generally take no 
more than 60 minutes. If you are interested in speaking 
to us about the children’s health services and facilities 
that are needed on Salt Spring, please send an email to 
rlhwalker@shaw.ca and we will contact you to book an 
appointment.
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ACADEMIA 

Murakami and Paterson receive UBC centennial medals
Gala event marks 
applied science faculty’s 
anniversary

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Islanders Rose Murakami and 
Douglas Paterson joined 98 peo-
ple at UBC earlier this month to 
receive a Dean’s Medal of Dis-
tinction to mark the university’s 
Faculty of Applied Science’s 100th 
anniversary. 

“The event was really nice,” 
Murakami said. “The best part for 
me was seeing many of my col-
leagues who I haven’t seen for a 
number of years.”

Murakami was selected among 
the elite group for having spent 
much of her nursing career as a 
full-time faculty member of the 
UBC School of Nursing. Murakami 
taught as an associate professor 
while working as a clinical practi-
tioner at hospitals in Vancouver. 

In an interview that followed the 
April 14 ceremony, she recalled a 
career that coincided with drastic 
changes in the rights afforded to 
many visible minorities in British 
Columbia and the rest of Canada. 
Before 1949, for example, Muraka-

mi said Canadians of Chinese, Jap-
anese or Indian ancestry were not 
included on the provincial voters 
list, a prohibition that excluded 
many from pursuing careers as 
engineers, lawyers, doctors, nurses 
and teachers.

Murakami earned a bachelor 
of science degree in nursing from 
UBC, a master of applied science 
in nursing education from McGill 

University and a masters of science 
from Boston University.

Thousands of graduates, profes-
sors and related professionals have 
contributed to the UBC faculty’s 
evolution and success since its 
inception. Organizers hosted the 
centennial gala to celebrate peo-
ple who’ve contributed to creating 
positive change in the university 
and their respective fields.

“People — the professions they 
embody and the work they do — 
are what make UBC and applied 
science so special. The uniqueness 
of aligning multiple professions 
within one faculty enables us to 
achieve great things together,” 
said Marc Parlange, UBC’s dean 
of applied science. “It is my great 
pleasure to recognize these out-
standing individuals representa-
tive of so many more who came 
before and will follow after in their 
footsteps.”

The Faculty of Applied Science 
includes fields of nursing, archi-
tecture, engineering and planning, 
More than 4,000 students and 180 
staff study and work within the 
faculty.

Paterson, a professor emeritus 

at UBC, played a role as landscape 
architecture joined the faculty 
more than 30 years ago. Before the 
1980s, landscape architecture was 
an emerging academic discipline, 
usually classed within the agricul-
tural field.

Paterson said he was pleasant-
ly surprised to see a familiar face 
from Salt Spring during the event, 
which he called modest and taste-
ful.

“I didn’t know until the recep-
tion,” he said.

Paterson served as director of 
UBC’s Landscape Architecture 
program for three terms. A past 
president of the Canadian Society 
of Landscape Architects and for-
mer chair of the CSLA’s College of 
Fellows, Paterson served on the 
City of Vancouver’s Urban Design 
Panel and City Planning Commis-
sion. His work in the field has taken 
him to lectures in China, India, 
Thailand and Columbia. Retired 
on Salt Spring, Paterson enjoys life 
as a “small-time farmer” raising 
pork, poultry and pears at Redwing 
Farm on Robinson Road.

“The thing that I loved about 
[the event] is the wide diversity of 
people. It felt nice to be in such a 
broad community,” Paterson said. 
“It’s a lovely honour.”

Death considered suspicious

Photo by Sean McIntyre 

Rose Murakami and Douglas Paterson with medals received for their 
contributions to UBC’s Faculty of Applied Science. 

“The thing that I 
loved about it is 
the wide diversity 
of people” 
Douglas Paterson
UBC medal recipient

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Licensed marijuana grower celebrates court victory
Decision restores licensed 
grow-ops

By SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring man with a licence to grow 
marijuana to treat his arthritis has a spe-
cial reason to celebrate this week’s 4/20 
festivities.

Earlier this month the appeal window 
to contest a federal court’s decision to 
support the rights of Dalton Woodcock 
and 28,000 other Canadians to grow their 
own medicine passed without incident.

“This means vindication. It means that 

it’s an established right for the rest if my 
life,” said Woodcock. “This is great news 
to licensed pot growers.” 

Woodcock had been living in uncer-
tainty for years following a ban imposed 
on licensed marijuana growers under the 
former Conservative federal government. 
Woodcock has been permitted to grow pot 
for personal medicinal purposes thanks 
to a court injunction that coincided with a 
constitutional challenge mounted by pot 
growers in 2014. 

Health Minister Jane Philpott con-
firmed the federal government would not 
appeal the decision during a press confer-
ence in March.

“We are committed to make sure Cana-
dians who require marijuana for medical 
purposes have appropriate access to that. 
And until such time as the amendments 
are put in place, the marijuana for medi-
cal purposes regulations will remain in 
effect,” she told reporters.

The former Conservative government 
enacted legislation to bring medical mari-
juana production solely under the pur-
view of commercial growers to reduce the 
number of home-based grow-ops.

A federal judge sided with the licensed 
pot growers in February, arguing the leg-
islation did not ensure medical marijuana 
was affordable and accessible for patients.

“The access restrictions did not prove 
to reduce risk to health and safety or to 
improve access to marijuana,” wrote Jus-
tice Michael Phelan. “In sum, the law goes 
too far and interferes with some conduct 
that bears no connection to its objec-
tives.” 

Woodcock is among 65 Salt Spring resi-
dents licensed to produce medical mari-
juana, according to 2014 Health Canada 
statistics. He is legally permitted to grow 
up to 33 plants and store up to 2,625 grams 
of dried marijuana.

“Fundamentally, this gives me the right 
to grow my medicine at the constitutional 
level,” he said. “It’s a big win.”

Kootenays.
“I’m sti l l  in shock.  I 

heard about it an hour 
ago,”said Dion Schiel-
ke, one of Whyte’s for-
m e r  r o o m m a t e s  f r o m 
the small community of 
Salmo. 

“He was always full of 
life. He was the life of the 
party, and all of a sud-
den he’s gone. I’ve seen 
a  lot  of  part ies  and a 
lot of fights, but this is 
extreme.”

The matter is consid-
ered a suspicious death 
and is under investiga-

tion by the Vancouver 
Island Integrated Major 
Crime Unit.  The Inde-
pendent Investigations 
Office of British Colum-
bia will determine if the 
“actions or inactions of 
police are connected to 
the man’s death.”

VIMCU spokesperson 
Cpl. Janelle Shoihet has 
referred all media que-
ries to the IIO-BC. She 
said protocol forbids her 
office from commenting 
on details of  the case. 
T h e  RC M P  c o u l d  n o t 
elaborate about circum-
stances surrounding the 
fight, whether drugs were 
involved or the cause of 
death.

Sh o i h e t  s a i d  p o l i c e 

consider this an isolated 
incident, and the general 
public is not in danger. 
No charges had been laid 
as of Tuesday afternoon.

A spokesperson from 
the IIO-BC said inves-
tigations routinely take 
between nine months 
and a year to complete.

“We’re sti l l  indepen-
dently verifying the infor-
mation,” said spokesper-
son Aidan Buckley. “We’re 
involved any time there’s 
a death or serious injury 
involving police.”

rcmp
continued from 1

Post your comment to this story 
online at 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
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Knowing 
ourselves
H

istorians are often 
criticized for craft-
ing heroes from the 
darker chapters of 

humanity’s story. Empires and 
political movements are rou-
tinely sanitized to fi t the nar-
ratives we like to tell ourselves 
about our past and our country.

We can expect more of this pomp and bombast 
in the lead up to Canada’s 150th anniversary. 
Talk of the founding fathers, the pioneer experi-
ence and Canada’s proud military tradition is 
already building up. But while it’s important to 
celebrate our young country in grand style, the 
anniversary offers us a chance to question who 

we are and where we 
come from.

Salt Spring’s recent 
Understanding the Vil-
lage workshop and an 
aboriginal experience 
at Gulf Islands Second-
ary School  (see story on 
page 3) are the kind of 

activities we need to see more of in community 
halls and schools across the country in the lead 
up to 2017 and beyond. That people emerged 
from these activities with a new understanding 
of Canada’s history shows they’re desperately 
needed. Tales of railroad construction and the 
fur trade figure prominently in the history classes 
of many Canadians, but less well-known are the 
forced-assimilation of Canada’s First Nations 
and the preferential treatment afforded to immi-
grants of “preferred stock” relative to so many 
others who were forced to change their names, 
renounce their heritage, or suffer as second-class 
citizens.

Canada is a proud nation. We like to think “stuff 
like that” never happens here, but it has and it 
does.

As party preparations get underway for 2017, 
we need to make room for more voices that have 
gone unheard for much of the country’s history. 

It’s easy to prop heroes up on pedestals, but his-
tory’s most valuable lessons are gained from the 
failures rather than the triumphs. By acknowledg-
ing the injustices of our shared past, we can learn 
about ourselves and forge a better way forward.

Stakes too high to keep waffl ing 
John Heddle’s April 20 letter to the Driftwood (addressing 

my April 6 In Depth piece “St. Mary Lake Saga Misses Crucial 
Approach”) appears to lend support to the view that the inci-
dence of algal and cyanobacterial blooms in St. Mary Lake has 
nothing to do with us. 

His conclusion is based on a limnologist’s interpretation of 
core samples taken from the lake sediment, which purport-
edly showed that human activities in the watershed have had no 
impact on changes in its algal and microbial communities for 
the past 300 years.

Is it really believable that, given wave after wave of defores-
tation and other development activities in the St. Mary Lake 
watershed over this stretch of time, there has been no signifi cant 
impact on nutrient loading to the lake, and thus little impact on 
the severity of algal and cyanobacterial blooms? Such a conclu-
sion fl ies in the face of most everything we have learned about 
the devastating effects of human activities on the health of lakes, 
small and large, worldwide. I do not by any means imply that, 
prior to human settlement, St. Mary Lake was necessarily free 
of algal or cyanobacterial blooms. Given climatic fl uctuations, 
occasional devastating wildfi res, the activities of beavers, etc., 
there may well have been blooms even back then.

And to be sure, because one study appears to contradict fi nd-
ings elsewhere —widespread as such fi ndings may be — doesn’t 
mean that the study should be summarily dismissed. But it 
doesn’t mean that it should be accepted holus bolus, either. 
Rather, it should be subjected to careful scrutiny to assess its 
scientifi c validity. The question here is: how reliable were the 
data, and how reliable the interpretation?  

Even more critically, despite a multitude of studies that have 
been done on the lake, we still lack the “big picture” of how this 
once vibrant ecosystem has become so dysfunctional. And the 
reason for this gap in our knowledge is that for far too long we 
have regarded the lake as a “utility” — a reservoir for our drink-
ing water — rather than as a living ecosystem that was once 
capable of supporting a diversity of life, including us humans.

The choice is indeed one of “point of view,” as Heddle 
implies, although not exactly the way he puts it. It is a choice 
between hanging on to a narrow view of the lake as primarily 
a drinking water reservoir, or re-envisioning the lake as a vital 
living system — one that progressively has become greatly 
compromised through our collective and largely thoughtless 
actions. And the choice is also between whether we are willing 
to take responsibility for the lake’s failing condition — and thus 
take the necessary steps to restrain anthropogenic stresses in 
the watershed — or remain all too eager to accept, uncritically, 
the results of a single study that appears to absolve us of all 
responsibility.

The stakes are too high to continue to waffl e. We need “big 
picture” thinking that will guide our understanding of what’s 
happening to St. Mary Lake and why. This is essential in order 
to identify priorities for curtailing the human pressures that 
are responsible for its degradation. Let’s get solid ecosystem-
based science on board!

 
The writer served as senior science advisor to Statistics Canada, co-

authored Canada’s fi rst State of the Environment Report and held the 
fi rst Canadian research chair in ecosystem health.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by David Rapport

THE ISSUE:
Canadian history

WE SAY:
Forge a better 
future

Are you worried about summer water shortages?
Cast your ballot online at www.gul� slandsdriftwood.com before
Monday at midnight or clip this box and drop it at our offi  ce before Monday at 4:30 p.m.

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:
Yes           No 106 

 NO YES

129

Should liquor be allowed at 
SSI park events?

OPINION C A N A D I A N
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

2015 CCNA Awards 
Gold - General Excellence  | Gold - Front Page |  Gold - Editorial Page | Gold - Feature Series (Sean McIntyre & Elizabeth Nolan) 

Gold - Local Cartoon (Dennis Parker) | Gold - Agricultural Story (Elizabeth Nolan) | Gold - Community Newspaper Magazine (Aqua)  
Silver - Editorial (Elizabeth Nolan) |  Bronze - Community Newspaper Magazine (Gulf Islander)

2015 BCYCNA Awards 
Gold - Environmental Writing (Elizabeth Nolan & Sean McIntyre) | Bronze - General Excellence

Tony Richards, MANAGING DIRECTOR
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Ph: 250-537-9933  Fax: 250-537-2613  Toll Free: 1-877-537-9934
Email: driftwood@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com   

Website: www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

We acknowledge the fi nancial support of the 
Government of Canada through the Canada Periodical 
Fund of the Department of Canadian Heritage.

Canada Publication Mail No.0040050837 
International Standards Serial Number 1198-7782
Member of: Canadian Community Newspapers Association, B.C. & Yukon Community Newspapers Association, B.C. Press Council

DriftwoodPublished every Wednesday by Driftwood Publishing Ltd.

O�  ce Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday
Subscription Rates: In the Gulf Islands $52.50
Elsewhere in Canada $88.20*  Foreign: $235.00* 
Digital Edition: $39.85 anywhere  |  Prices include GST  
Digital Edition with Print Edition subscription additional 1yr 
   $12.60 | 2 yr $18.90

Editorial: 
Sean McIntyre, 
Elizabeth Nolan

Front o�  ce: 
James Burton, 
Johanna WalknerDgiM DriftwooD 

gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

Advertising: 
Jennifer Lannan,
Daniel Ureta, Fiona Foster

    GULF ISLANDS

Lorraine Sullivan
PRODUCTION MANAGER

 production@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Gail Sjuberg
MANAGING EDITOR

news@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Amber Ogilvie
PUBLISHER

aogilvie@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Parker



Gulf Islands Driftwood www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 	 � WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2016 |  7

Blake Gold
Ride your bike and leave your 
car at home.

Tony Marcano
I don’t think there’s much you 
can do about it. I like to see it 
busy because it’s an indicator 
of economic activity.

Sterling McEachern
I think patience is probably 
the best thing. 

Ellie Thorburn
Open the high school and 
pool lot and have a consist-
ently operating shuttle, 
particularly on Saturdays for 
the market.

Bay Hale
Possibly if there was some sort 
of shuttle so people could still 
buy things and carry them 
out, and spots would be open 
to people with disabilities. 

Salt Spring 
Says
We asked: 
What can be done 
about the parking 
situation in 
Ganges?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

I guess it was back over 40 years ago that 
I first became aware of his music. It must 
have been ‘73 or ’74 and I was still a young 
hippie living on Gabriola Island. Alan, a 
draft dodger friend from New York City, and 
his wife Judy were in the process of moving 
from one house to another, and had asked 
me to help them with the transfer.

Having already moved so many times 
in my young life, I absolutely loathed the 
thought of packing boxes back and forth 
yet again. This time, however, something 
was different. As we lugged the various 
items of furniture out of the house and 
into the back of the pickup, we found our-
selves moving with a joy in our hearts and 
certain hop to our step.

What was going on? How could I pos-
sibly be enjoying doing something I so 
detested. The answer was quite simple. It 
was the music blaring from a record spin-
ning on the stereo turn-table that was lift-
ing our spirits on that fateful day.

The record we were jiving to was “The 
Young, the Innocent, and the E Street 
Shuffle” and the singer was the then prac-
tically unknown (in these parts) Bruce 
Springsteen. Apparently, Springsteen was 
just starting to make waves in his native 
New Jersey, and Alan had picked up his 
album in a New York record store before 
fleeing across the border to Canada.

That was my introduction to Bruce 
Springsteen, or “the Boss” as he became 
known, and his music. I found his songs 
infectious as well as illuminating. He 
struck a chord with me with songs that 
mostly described trying to make an hon-
est stance in a senseless world. It was not 

much later that Jon Landau, 
a music critic for Rolling 
Stone Magazine, wrote “I 
saw rock and roll future and 
its name is Bruce Springs-
teen,” and the young rocker 
was catapulted into global 
superstardom. As the years 
passed by, he became an 
American rock icon, but to 
me he always remained that unknown 
voice emanating from a spinning record in 
a rural house on Gabriola Island.

Fast forward to about a month ago and 
there he was, the Boss himself, sched-
uled to play a concert at the Key Arena 
in Seattle. A few weeks earlier, my old 
buddie, Jake, had insisted that this was a 
show we could not miss (especially since 
I had never seen the man perform live). 
The show had been sold out immedi-
ately, so the only sources of tickets were 
from ticket brokers who marketed them 
at rip-off profits on the already exorbitant 
printed cost. 

Still, at our ages (the Boss, Jake and I all 
pushing 70) and with rock stars dropping 
these days like a Canadian loonie on Wall 
Street, we decided to throw all sensibilities 
to the wind and cashed in our RRSPs to 
pay for this self-indulgent extravaganza.

So there we were, electronic tickets in 
hand, lined up on the concrete stairs lead-
ing down to the arena. Progress to the 
front gate was slow on account of every 
single concert goer being scanned with 
metal detector wands as well as being pat-
ted down by security personnel. We would 
have had less hassle trying to sneak some 

military nuclear arsenal 
through an airport.

Once in, at long last, we 
found our seats and settled 
in for what we expected to 
be an evening of raucous 
entertainment. Springs-
teen’s shows are legendary 
for the energy he puts out 
as well as for their duration, 

often approaching three hours in length.
As the crowd started to fill out, I rose up 

from my expensive seat and sussed out the 
scene. Scanning the crowd, I couldn’t help 
but notice a sea of white manes, balding 
pates, and deep, furrowed wrinkles galore. 
In short, most of the multitude were reflec-
tions of what I look like these days. Yes, if 
you want to call this music from the ‘70s, 
it’s probably because the rockers playing 
the tunes are close to or even past the age 
of 70.

As I looked around some more, I noted a 
couple of additional points of interest. Yes, 
there were some young faces out there, 
but they looked suspiciously similar to 
the older Springsteen aficionados seated 
beside them. Indeed, what I was witness-
ing was a family act of patronage. Many in 
the audience were accompanied by their 
20-something children or even grandchil-
dren.

The second item of interest that struck 
me was that the audience was 99.9 per cent 
white. Looking around, I could find maybe 
one or two faces of colour in the sea of 
humanity. When I thought back, I realized 
that the only black people I had noticed 
earlier were the ones trying to scalp tickets 

outside in front of the arena. Draw your 
own conclusions here.

As the minutes ticked by, the crowd 
began to get restless. Spontaneous clap-
ping of hands, stomping of feet, and the 
chanting of “Bruce, Bruce, Bruce” filled 
the building. Finally, 45 minutes after the 
show was scheduled to begin, the Boss 
and his ten-piece E Street Band hit the 
stage with the opening “1-2-3-4” count 
intro and then the powerful chords to 
“Meet Me in the City.” We all rose to our 
feet and stayed on them for the next close 
to four hours (no intermission, and hard-
ly any between-song patter). Many, both 
young and old, were moving their lips in 
synch to the lyrics, demonstrating that 
the words to the songs had been indel-
ibly etched into their memories. For the 
younger ones, it was probably because 
they had been force-fed on Springsteen 
in their early, formative years.

Thirty-five songs later (including a 
six-song encore), the show was over. The 
Boss, although his energy had begun to 
flag a little towards the end, had man-
aged to make close contact with his 
adoring fans through his lyrics, music 
and all-in performance. He made his 
audience feel like they were an integral 
part of the show.

Nobody asked me, but the Springsteen 
concert peeled back the heavy vestiges of 
the last few decades for me and probably 
many others in the audience. Though we 
may be at the stage in our lives where we 
do more limping and hobbling, the songs 
reminded us that yes, “Baby we were 
born to run.”

Age no barrier to those who were born to run

Island Voices Quote of the Week:  “It’s amazing what adrenaline does; I 
found muscles I didn’t even know I had.”

cathY thomson, brinkworthy rescuer

Give voters 
the say  

The discussion on pro-
portional representation 
from our MP Elizabeth 
May is interesting. But I 
am totally dismayed by her 
agreement that it is accept-
able to make fundamental 
change to the Canadian 
election system without 
seeking direct approval 
from the citizens.

As pointed out in the 
David Busch Viewpoint 
column last week, in a rep-
resentative democracy, 

all systems of choosing 
our representative have 
pros and cons — none are 
perfect. Political parties 
will always migrate to the 
system that favours their 
chances of election. So Ms. 
May supports proportional 
representation, the Conser-
vatives support first-past-
the-post, and the Liberals 
support the transferable 
vote. At this point, our rep-
resentatives stop acting for 
their constituents and are 
representing themselves.

Because of this, a deci-
sion cannot be left in the 
hands of self-serving poli-

ticians. Any question to 
change the election process 
must be answered by all 
Canadians.
Richard Ballantyne,
S c o t t  P o i n t 

Advocate for 
better system 

This is a follow-up on my 
April 20 Driftwood guest col-
umn regarding Salt Spring’s 
two-tiered medical delivery 
system. 

The Victoria Times Colo-
nist has reported that B.C. 
Health Minister Terry Lake 
conceded that the govern-

ment, in partnership with 
Doctors of BC, could not 
provide everyone with a 
family doctor in 2015 or the 
future as promised. After 
spending most of the allo-
cated $132 million, abso-
lutely no progress was made.

M i n i s t e r  L a k e  h a s 
announced that “The prov-
ince’s goal now is to match 
every British Columbian 
with a ‘primary care’ home 
where an integrated team 
of doctors, nurse practi-
tioners, pharmacists (and 
other health pros) work 
as a team and contrib-
ute to a universal medical 

record.”  All providers and 
patients will have access to 
that record and, of equal 
importance, patients will 
be able to access their own 
records.

What a wonderful recog-
nition by the minister. Next 
step: An integrated multiple 
disciplinary health clinic 
on Salt Spring where all 
residents are welcomed and 
served.   We can and some-
day we will have a medical 
system that serves every-
one. We just need to keep 
advocating for it.  
Curt Firestone,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Chance for 
peace

Re: Harry Burton’s racquet 
sport rant in last week’s paper, 
take heart Harry: all three rac-
quet sports are getting along 
fine with each other.

As for world peace, we 
have the great advantage of 
not having to work with the 
Parks and Recreation people 
on that, so there is a chance it 
will happen yet.
Roy Rajsic,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

nobody asked me But 

Shilo
Zylbergold

MORE LETTERS  continued on 8
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292 ARMAND WAY, SALT SPRING ISLAND, B.C., V8K 2B6

•	 No	baby	&	personal	wipes	in	the	pipes!	They	clog!
•	 Space	out	laundry	loads	to	allow	tank	settling	time.
•	 Consider	installing	effluent	filter	and	clean	it	every	

6-12	months.
•	 Check	condition	of	distribution	box.	Must	be	clear	&	

level	for	even	flow	to	field.
•	 Schedule	regular	service	every	2-5	years	(depending	

on	number	of	residents	&	age	of	system).

G.I.S. SALES & 
RENTALS INC.

high-density polyethylene

“Tanks for 
all reasons”

• Septic, sewage-holding
•  Sewage-treatment 

plants, filtersGULF ISLANDS
SEPTIC LTD.

Serving the Southern Gulf Islands since 1963

• Septic tank pump-outs
• Emergency service
• Electronic tank-locating

• 26 years of service records on file
• Certified Applied Science Technologists & Technicians of B.C.

Member BCOSSA
(BC Onsite Sewage Association)

TIPS TO PROTECT YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM

We WelCOMe 
viSA • MASTerCArd 

By JOHN MACPHERSON 
As the incorporation study nears final 

form, I see some hiccups.
One of these is the incorporation study 

committee’s decision to compare Salt 
Spring’s tax growth to the “Bowen experi-
ence,” as well as two other municipali-
ties. The initiative plays along with the 
idea that tax growth somehow relates to 
whether a community is incorporated. It 
does not. Tax growth depends on the 
decisions of elected officials.  One need 
look no further than home.

The question has been asked by the 
usual anti-incorporation bunch as well as 
some who are simply curious. The same 
folks have also pressed to know how a 
town council would affect Salt Spring’s 
“culture” and whether Bowen Island resi-
dents are “satisfied” post incorporation. 
People I’ve talked to are saying these 
questions are fluff, intended to confuse, 
and that if it’s not one thing, it’ll be anoth-
er. In fact, the provincial government has 
specifically told the ISC not to go down 
any rabbit holes such as these.

For one thing, trying to define one’s cul-
ture simply attracts a mass of subjective 
opinion. Similarly, whether people are 
satisfied with their government depends 
on many variables, including what their 
government has done or not recently 
done, perceptions of function/dysfunc-
tion and a person’s mood when you ask. 
At least the ISC has finally dropped the 
idea of surveying Bowen’s residents. 
Hopefully the culture question has been 
fully laid to rest as well.

As to tax growth, the decisions of elect-
ed officials are crucial.  It is irrelevant 
whether a community has a town council 
or our current silo system — with our 24 
elected officials and seven independent 
taxing authorities (CRD, Islands Trust, 
fire district, North Salt Spring Waterworks 
District and three others) each acting 
completely independently, each serving 
only their own vision.

Bowen has had a town council for 18 
years. Council may have provided more 
or fewer services that were not part of 
its incorporation study, or decided on 
a higher or lower level of road mainte-
nance than was predicted at the out-
set, or benefitted from unexpected and 
unconditional municipal grants. Any 
original projections would be altered by 
innumerable variables. A forensic audit 
of every council decision is impossible: 
there can be no meaningful result.

Similarly, who could have anticipated 
that our own taxes would more than tri-
ple in the 18 years since Bowen incorpo-
rated, while Bowen’s only slightly more 
than doubled?   Adjusted for inflation 
and population growth, the imbalance is 
even worse (as enumerated by Norbert 
Schlenker in the Driftwood of Dec. 23, 
2015). Some of this is because we voted 
for things like the library and swim-
ming pool. Some was simple bungling, 
as with the tennis bubble fiasco.  Some 
was because elected officials (includ-
ing those not elected here) voted for 
more spending and a bigger Trust bud-
get.  Some was because former fire dis-
trict officials agreed to such an expen-
sive (and expansive) contract with the 
union. And so on.

In short, there are so many variables 
in each community that any comparison 
of tax growth between them is meaning-
less. Tax growth comes from the deci-
sions of those in power, not from the 
thrones those officials sit on. 

Salt Springers need clear, objec-
tive information in order to make an 
informed decision prior to any refer-
endum, not tea-leaf reading based on 
questions that have lived long past their 
best before date.  I believe the ISC has 
done great work up to this point, but it’s 
time committee members realized that 
showing inclusiveness and deference to 
bad questions has no place in fulfilling 
their mandate.

The ISC can be contacted at www.
ssiincorporationstudy.com and the next 
public meeting is on April 28. There’s also 
a good public forum at www.saltspring-
scrutineer.info.

The writer chaired the Salt Spring 
Island Governance Study Committee 
in 2013.

Farmland 
more 
essential

I would urge readers to 
look at page 7 of the April 
20 Driftwood and read 
(or re-read) the In Depth 
article by Ron Hawkins as 
well as letters by William 
Haig and Pam Adams.

Hawkins makes the case 
in depth for keeping the 
15 acres of land behind 
Brinkworthy within the 
Agricultural Land Reserve. 
The physical environment 
of our earth is changing 
rapidly if not drastically. 
We can no longer put this 
fact on the back burner 
while we make decisions 
based on what moves will 
be best for us here and 
now. With this world we 
now find ourselves in we 
must plan long term.

Playing fields are cer-
tainly desirable but farm-
land is, more certainly, 
essential.   
Alan Robertson,
B r i n k w o r t h y

Dangerous 
products

I’m late with this letter 
as the flyers have already 
come out advertising gar-
den supplies, including 
products such as Killex, 
Roundup and lawn fertil-
izers containing hidden 
herbicides. 

We love our gardens 
to  look wel l  kept  and 
tidy. But please read the 
labels. These products can 
be lethal to bees, birds, 
frogs and many beneficial 
insects. They are also dan-
gerous to children playing 
on the grass and pets that 
get these toxic substanc-
es in their fur and bring 
them into our  homes. 
Pets also lick their fur and 
paws so are more at risk of 
cancer.

I love the songs of the 
bright yellow goldfinches 
that arrive from Califor-
nia when the dandelions 
bloom here. These wild 
birds are nesting now and 
the soft unripe seeds of 
dandelions are a favou-
rite food for their babies. 
Even the smallest amount 
of contamination by her-
bicides or insecticides 
will kill the tiny birds in 
the nest, even if the adults 
survive.

There are bees, butter-
flies, frogs, garter snakes 
and birds in my garden, 
and I appreciate that my 
neighbours don’t use pes-
ticides or herbicides, but 
when I visited my brother 
who lives near Crofton 
he was concerned that 
his strawberries and fruit 
trees are in bloom but he 

doesn’t see any bees. I 
didn’t see any there either. 
He said the roadsides 
beside his  home were 
recently sprayed to kill 
weeds when the dandeli-
ons were in bloom.

I thought that spraying 
of roadsides, parks and 
public spaces had been 
banned. I’m thankful it 
doesn’t happen here. Bees 
are at risk world-wide and 
as they pollinate most of 
the plants, fruits and vege-
tables and even coffee that 
feed us we not only should 
avoid using these chemi-
cals but also advocate for 
stricter controls on spray-
ing of commercial crops or 
public places. 

Our care and steward-
ship of  nature is  ver y 
important.
Nancy Wigen,
F e r n w o o d 

Support drs. 
in dying 
assistance 

June 6 is fast approach-
ing. That’s the date the 
g ov e r n m e n t ’s  b i l l  o n 
physician-assisted death 
will be sent to Parliament 
for first reading and from 
there through due process 
to be passed into law. 

It has been a long jour-
ney to get this far, and the 
majority  of  Canadians 
want this compassionate 
choice to be available as 
soon as possible. Our doc-
tors and medical practi-
tioners need to know how 
important it will be for 
those in abject pain and 
suffering and at the end of 
their life to be able to stay 
here on our island, either 
in hospital or at home, 
and not be sent away at 
this very vulnerable and 
difficult time to receive 
physician-assisted death 
i f  that  has  been their 
choice.

I cannot imagine hav-
ing to drive or arrange for 
transport for a loved one 
suffering and in pain to 
go on the ferry, then to a 
strange hospital or hos-
pice, not surrounded by 
familiar and loved faces 
and in a place that values 
and cherishes them. Our 
doctors know how much 
we would value them con-
tinuing to care for us both 
in health and sickness, as 
they now do, and then to 
extend this care to us if we 
so choose to leave our suf-
fering behind.  

Few may choose this 
option, which has been 
the experience in those 
countries and states who 
have physician-assisted 
dying legislation, but for 
the few who do choose 
to end their  excessive 
unrelieved pain or severe 

debilitating disease, this 
option should be available 
to them without subject-
ing them and their family 
and friends to a possible 
agonizing journey away.

Please talk to your doc-
tor soon about how much 
we need them to be here 
for us, to accept the care 
and provide the compas-
sionate service where we 
live and love. They need to 
realize we support them 
to make this important 
decision. 
MELYNDA OKULITCH, 
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Make path 
maintenance
more clear 

The CRD is spending 
a good deal of money to 
move into town and other 
CRD expenditures con-
tinue to grow (“CRD office 
moving downtown,” April 
20 Driftwood).

There was a time when 
we did without the CRD. 
Even animal control was 
once under the provin-
cial agriculture ministry. 
However, every year the 
expenses of running Salt 
Spring continue to grow.  

T h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
from the CRD to the Salt 
Spring taxpayers is muddy. 
For example, I was told in 
the past that PARC had the 
contract to maintain the 
new paths that are appear-
ing along the roads. How-
ever, a CRD official told me 
in a public meeting of the 
Salt Spring Transportation 
Commission that PARC 
does not maintain the 
paths, except under excep-
tional circumstances.

On April 12, the CRD 
PARC truck and workers 
were out in force maintain-
ing the paths with weed 
eaters. I took a video and 
I put it on Facebook, as I 
have been considered to 
not be telling the truth 
in the past when I have 
pointed out that the paths 
are maintained by public 
money.

Last summer a situation 
carried on along Rainbow 
Road with long grass and 
thistles and it was not cut 
all summer.

I am not saying that it 
is necessarily wrong for 
the public to pay for the 
perpetual maintenance of 
these paths. However, the 
information of how this 
will be and has been han-
dled has not been clear to 
the public.

We are told that the 
paths are free or inex-
pensive. That is not com-
pletely true. They seem to 
be maintained by cost to 
the taxpayer. A person may 
agree that this is needed, 
however, the point is that 
the cost issue should be 
made clear and not be an 
embarrassment. 
Jenny McClean,
A t k i n s  R o a d 

When inclusivity goes bad
INDEPTH

Similarly, who could have 
anticpated that our own taxes 
would more than triple in the 
18 years since Bowen incor-
porated, while Bowen’s only 
slightly more than doubled? 

MORELETTERSMore letters 
continued from  7
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DOGWOOD
LUMBER

250-715-1678
Ask for Murray Logan
yeolddogwood@hotmail.com

✓ RED CEDAR
✓ DOUGLAS FIR
✓ YELLOW CEDAR

FULL DIMENSION
ROUGH SAWN

LUMBER/TIMBER

• Siding
• Decking
• Flooring
• Fencing
• Post & Beams
• T&G Soffit
• Custom Cutting

6537 Cowichan Valley Hwy, Lake Cowichan

By GEORGE EHRING 
Recently in the Driftwood, 

Norbert Schlenker character-
ized the societies involved in 
his lawsuit against me and my 
col league as  “pr ivate  c lubs 
with a controlled and exclu-
sive membership.” One of the 
groups he refers to was the 
Water Council.

But we at the Water Council 
went to extraordinary lengths 
to obscure the fact that we were 
a private club. I should know. I 
was its chair for several years, 
and now the true story can be 
told.

The Water Council met reg-
ularly  on a Fr iday morning 
every other month in a secret 
location known to initiates as 
“Lions Hall.” Its private meet-
ings appeared to be open to 
the public, but in fact atten-
dance was carefully controlled. 
O n l y  l i v i n g  h u m a n  b e i n g s 
who use water to drink, cook, 
wash things, for sanitation or 
irrigation or, occasionally, to 
bathe, were allowed in. No one 
else.  Membership in the pri-
vate club of The Council itself 
was restricted to representa-
tives of every water district on 

the island and of organizations 
whose mandate has something 
to do with water, like the Water 
Preservation Society, the Salt 
Spring Island Conservancy, the 
Cusheon Lake and St.  Mar y 
Lake stewardship groups, and 
so on.

So devious was The Council 
that it had carefully recruited 
double agents from Big Gov-
e r n m e n t ,  m e n  a n d  w o m e n 
who worked in what is known 
to insiders as “The Ministry” 
(Environment and Transporta-
tion were the most common, 
but there were others). These 
double agents reported to The 
Council on secret government 
research, regulations and even 
pending legislation ( ! ) ,  and 
then reported back to Big Gov-
ernment on what The Council 
felt about these things.

We also recruited scientists 
from academia, known by their 
e n i g m a t i c  a c r o n y m s  U V i c , 
UBC, SFU, who also filled us 
in on current research projects 
and scientific knowledge.

The Council had one poorly 
paid staff person — for sever-
al years during my time that 
function was filled by a man 

w i t h  t h e  c o d e  n a m e  Pe t e r 
Lamb, but known more sinis-
terly as The Coordinator. (Peter 
was preceded as The Coordina-
tor by the acclaimed local poet 
Murray Reiss, who was cleverly 
known then, as now, by his nom 
de plume, Murray Reiss.)

And yes, locally elected gov-
ernment agents also sat on The 
Council, watching over its every 

move.
Once or twice a year The 

Council brazenly held open pro-
paganda sessions — called “edu-
cational workshops” so as not to 
scare people off — where com-
munity members were indoctri-
nated in the proper use of rain-
water catchment or drip irriga-
tion systems, stewardship of the 
land in order to protect surface 
and groundwater supplies, and 
so on. Diabolically, the water 
districts actually wanted people 
to use less of their product!

But wait. There’s more. Much 
more.  The activit ies  of  The 
Council were just a tiny piece 
of a vast government conspir-
acy where elected government 
agents had successfully infil-
trated hundreds and hundreds 
of local societies and organiza-
tions in every corner of Brit-
ish Columbia. Yes, these elected 
agents sat on library boards, 
chambers of commerce, arts 
organizations, seniors’ groups, 
and many, many more. Some of 
these agents donned elaborate 
identity-hiding suits and served 
as volunteer firefighters. The 
conspiracy was vast.

But the Schlenker lawsuit 

blew the cover off this enor-
mous network. Now these elect-
ed government agents can no 
longer operate transparently 
within the organizations they 
had spied on for decades. There 
they were, supporting the work 
of these community organiza-
tions and voting them public 
money to help them do their 
work. No more.  

Now local governments are 
scrambling to find ways to keep 
the network alive. In the CRD, 
they have resorted to using 
shadowy figures known as The 
Alternates — a name right out 
of The X-Files or Fringe — who 
show up to vote and then retreat 
again into obscurity.

But those of us — like me, 
I confess — who believe that 
local government agents have 
an important role to play sup-
porting community organiza-
tions, ought not despair. It may 
take some time, but I am con-
fident that the network will be 
re-established. Big Government 
is working on it.

The writer is a former Salt 
Spring Island local trustee and 
Water Council chair. 

Rants 
To the person who took my motorcycle 

cover. You’re obviously not a real rider or you 
wouldn’t have done what you did. If you return 
it, I’ll believe you are. A. Creasey

Roses
Volunteer and Community Resources 

Salt Spring Society thanks participating 
coffee shops for making the “It’s Coffee 
Time!” event a huge success during Nation-
al Volunteer Appreciation Week. Many 
thanks to Fernwood Road Café, TJ Beans, 
Rock Salt and Penny’s Pantry for support-
ing the volunteers who make Salt Spring 
Island so great.

To Orpha Olm for donating her car to the 
high school shop program in the interests 
of students. However, I decided that as 
there is a community support worker who 
needs a decent car, it is better to pass it 
on to that person as he drives challenged 
people around the island. A safe vehicle 
for someone that serves the community 
is more important than capitalizing the 
vehicle in the shop program. Jim Watkins, 
GISS Shop 

A farmers market full of roses to the many 
who helped when my mother fell and broke 
her shoulder at the Saturday market on 
April 23. Thank you for all the island kind-
ness you showed and the excellent medical 
care you gave. We are so grateful to have 
landed in this caring community. 

Deep secrets of ‘The Network’ can finally be revealed
GUESTColumn

Salt Spring’s health-care issues being addressed 
By Dr. Holly Slakov
Dr. Manya Sadouski and
Dr. Ian Gummeson

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a 
response to the April 20 
guest  column entit led 
“Salt Spring has two-tiered 
medical system.” 

The Salt Spring Island 
Chapter of the Rural and 
Remote Division of Family 
Practice, the medical staff 
of Lady Minto Hospital and 
Island Health are actively 
engaged in working on 
constructive solutions to 
shared challenges, includ-
ing the issues raised in last 
week’s piece: access to pri-
mary care, specialized care 
and emergency health ser-
vices. Our work together 
spans issues ranging from 

human resources, capital 
planning and improved 
models of care, including 
multi-disciplinary teams. 
Together we work with 
local, regional and provin-
cial partners to develop 
improved ways for Salt 
Springers to access health 
care.

We  re a d  l a s t  w e e k’s 
guest column with con-
cern.  While the article 
discussed issues that are 
significant within the Salt 
Spring community, it con-
tained a number of errors 
a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t 
could promote misunder-
standing. Our healthcare 
system involves multiple 
levels of government, leg-
islation and an intricate 

policy framework and that 
can make understanding 
the system and barriers to 
change difficult. We’ll be 
working hard as we move 
forward to help increase 
understanding so that 
people can trust they have 
accurate information to 
inform their  conversa-
tions. Some key points we 
felt were most in need of 
clarification:

• The challenges regard-
ing accessibility to pri-
mary care providers have 
been well researched and 
we use quality data to sup-
port our work together.

• All emergency rooms, 
regardless of their loca-
t i o n s,  m a n a g e  a  w i d e 
range of  i l lnesses  and 
injury and Lady Minto is 
no different.

• There is work under-
way to address infrastruc-
ture needs at Lady Minto 
Hospital and to address 
access to primary care.

• Local representatives 
and Island Health lead-
ership meet  and work 
together regularly.

• Local input is a signifi-
cant factor in determin-
ing how care is delivered. 
Inclusion, collaboration 
a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  h a ve 
never been stronger.

• Geography 3 includes 
Saanich, Cowichan and 

the Southern Gulf Islands.
• Mandating inequitable 

access violates the Canada 
Health Act.

Solutions to some prob-
lems will not come easily, 
and improvements may 
be incremental. We have 
already shared with the 
community in this news-
p a p e r  s o m e  i m p r ov e -
ments that have resulted 
from our shared work: the 
addition of a social worker 
to provide additional psy-
chosocial supports, the 
addition of a nurse prac-
titioner to improve access 
to primary care for the vul-
nerable and marginalized, 
the creation of education-
al programs for patients 
and healthcare providers, 

changes to mental health 
service delivery and an 
expansion of specialized 
services within the com-
munity. 

We  re m a i n  c o m m i t -
ted to our work together 
to address these ongoing 
systemic issues and will 
continue to share infor-
m at i o n a s  i t  be c om e s 
available.

Dr. Holly Slakov is chief 
of staff at Lady Minto Hos-
pital.

Dr. Manya Sadouski is 
physician lead, Salt Spring 
Island Chapter, Rural and 
Remote Division of Family 
Practice.

Dr. Ian Gummeson is 
president of medical staff. 

InREsponse

Once or twice a year The 
Council brazenly held 
open propaganda 
sessions — called 

“educational workshops” 
so as not to scare people 
off . . .

Rants and Roses
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Salt Spring 
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Tickets $18, Children 5–17 $5
ArtSpring Box Office    
250 537 2102

SAT MAY 14, 2016 AT 7:30 P.M.
SUN MAY 15, 2015 AT 2:00 P.M.

ARTSPRING
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 CONDUCTOR  DON CONLEY
 ACCOMPANIST  DAVID STORM

Open for Breakfast everyday at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm

“Where Islanders & friends start their day”

Open for Breakfast everyday at 
8am

Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where islanders & friends start their day”

email proof to: jada-lee@shaw.ca
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Guitar maker Evan Mann showcases his instruments 
GISS grad holds open 
house on Saturday

BY NEDJO ROGERS
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

Up and coming luthier Evan 
Mann is holding an open house 
on April 30 where Salt Springers 
can view and try out his exquisitely 
crafted Spanish-style guitars.

A Salt Spring native and GISS 
graduate (2006), Mann has spent 
much of the decade since high 
school working and learning with 
his father, Edwin Lock, a mas-
ter furniture maker in Brighton, 
England. The commissions Mann 
worked on include sculpted lamps 
for BBC Studios, a staircase for 
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire 
director Mike Newell, and shutters 
for actor Kate Winslet.

In 2013 Mann realized a long-
standing dream when he was 
accepted into an intensive course 
in guitar building at the European 
Institute of Guitar Making in La 
Herradura in Andalucia, Spain. 
Under the guidance of renowned 
guitar maker Stephen Hill, Mann 
and five other students from 
around the world were immersed 
in traditional techniques. Hill, 
whose clients include famed gui-
tarist Gary Ryan, led Mann and 
the other students through every 
stage of instrument making, from 
the initial selection of timber to 
final sanding and shaping on 
the completed instrument. The 
course fi nished with a concert in 
which local musicians performed 
on the instruments Mann and the 
other students had just complet-
ed.

While focussed on technique, 
the guitar course also took full 
advantage of its location in a tra-
ditional centre of Spanish guitar 
culture; La Herradura was home 

to guitar virtuoso Andrés Segovia. 
After classes, Mann would stay up 
long into the night in cafes where 
guitarists passed around instru-
ments and were happy to teach the 
phrasings of a fl amenco tune.

“Locals were delighted that 
other people were taking steward-
ship of the craft and culture, and 
how important it was to them,” 

Mann recalls.
After completing the course, 

Mann carved out studio space in 
his father’s workshop and started 
in, building instruments when he 
could fit in time between wood-
working commissions. With ongo-
ing guidance from U.K.-based 
luthier Pablo Requena, Mann has 
now completed six guitars and has 

fi ve more in the works.
As well as the traditional classi-

cal instrument, Mann also builds 
a flamenco-style guitar, which is 
lighter and more responsive.

One of Mann’s first steps was 
to use his furniture-making skills 
to build his own jigs and moulds, 
implements used in shaping the 
pieces of a new guitar. He’s since 
lent his expertise by making 
moulds for other guitar builders.

A key step for any new classi-
cal guitar builder is selecting and 
refining a design for the rosette, 
the intricate inlay that surrounds 
an instrument’s sound hole. Pieced 
together from thousands of tiny 
slices of multicoloured wood, a 
rosette symbolizes the artistry and 
beauty of a classical instrument.

“My new rosette is based on tra-
ditional Islamic patterns inspired 
by Andalusian culture,” Mann says. 
The pattern incorporates pyramids 
and stars in greens and blues, using 
walnut and sycamore. “These two 
woods are often paired in English 
furniture making,” Mann notes, 
“so in my mind they link Spanish 
culture with the traditional furni-
ture built by my family.”

While based in the U.K., Mann 
has frequently returned to Salt 
Spring where he often works as 
part of the Ian Cook Construction 
crew. Cook and Mann’s father were 
childhood friends in Oxfordshire, 
England.

On one such trip to Salt Spring, 
Mann booked in time with Victo-
ria-based luthier Marcus Dominel-
li to get master lessons in French 
polishing, a painstaking technique 
used to give a classical instrument 
its lustrous, protective coating. “It 
starts with mixing my own polish, 
which uses traditional ingredients 
from all over the world to create 
the fi nest polish possible,” Mann 
explains. “I then slowly apply it by 

hand over a month’s time in hun-
dreds of layers. What I love about 
the process is there’s a magical ele-
ment of how it builds almost on 
its own and then all of a sudden 
it’s fi nished and it has incredible 
depth and the instrument comes 
alive.”

While at GISS, Mann played in 
the jazz band and had the oppor-
tunity to travel with the band 
to Cuba. He was also first a stu-
dent and then a peer tutor in the 
school’s guitar classes.

In May, Mann and his part-
ner Sarah Kernan are moving to 
Dunlewey in County Donegal, 
Ireland, where Kernan grew up. 
One of Mann’s goals in the move 
is to dedicate himself full time to 
guitar building. He hopes soon to 
be shipping instruments around 
the world. Kernan, who trained 
as a sculptor, will also return to 
her artistic roots. First, though, 
they’ll be building themselves a 
tiny off-grid home, so Mann’s tak-
ing advantage of his time on Salt 
Spring to study up on tiny home 
construction and off-grid power 
systems.

Ahead of the open house, Mann 
will be playing opening guitar 
music at a theatre production, 
The Trois-Rivieres Tales, starting at 
7:15 p.m. on April 28 and May 6 at 
Mahon Hall.

Mann’s open house is at 357 
Upper Ganges Rd. on Saturday, 
April 30 from 2 to 4 p.m. He will be 
there to answer questions and of 
course visitors will have a chance 
to view and play his classical and 
flamenco guitars. There will be 
three instruments on hand, one 
of which is available for purchase.

Mann says of the open house, 
“I’m looking forward to the chance 
to reconnect with local musicians 
and some of my mentors and show 
them what I’ve been up to.”

MUSIC & MUNCH 

Kathy Stack and friends entertain 
Music & Munch next week

Kathy Stack, the featured artist at 
Music and Munch on Wednesday, May 
4, is well known to local music lovers and 
beyond.

She has been performing her songs in 
her clear sweet voice on Salt Spring Island 
since she was 16, accompanying herself 
on the guitar. She writes about island life 
and characters as well as adventures from 
her years of working in the fi shing indus-
try on the coast of B.C. and Alaska. 

Stack has toured the Gulf Islands with 
Valdy several years running. She has 
recorded four CDs of her own music 
and Valdy recorded her protest song 
about fi sh farms on his latest album.

She performed this spring in Califor-
nia and at the FisherPoets Gathering 

in Astoria, Ore., where she received a 
standing ovation.

Accompanying Stack next Wednesday 
is Marianne Grittani, a seasoned char-
ismatic singer and songwriter from the 
island as well as an accomplished, guitar-
ist and ukulele musician, together with 
well-known musician Valdy, with his gor-
geous vocals and amazing guitar and 
bass playing.

Free music begins at 12:10 p.m. at All 
Saints By-the-Sea, followed by a delicious 
light lunch, for which tickets must be pur-
chased before the performance.

Patrons should note that Music and 
Munch will be coming to an end  in June, 
with a performance of Songs by Billie 
Holiday on June 1, and an open house 
and 20-year celebration with Grande 
Finale on June 8. Details will be available 
at the May 4 performance. 
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Evan Mann with one of his fi nished guitars. He welcomes islanders to an 
open house at 357 Upper Ganges Road on Saturday afternoon. 
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Kathy Stack at a recent show.


