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Zen Master Wolfgang says:  
“Character is how you treat people who can do nothing for you”
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an enemy
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BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Golfers teeing off at the Salt Spring Golf and Coun-
try Club Sunday morning could have had a hard 
time lining up to the pin after the theft of all nine 
fl ags over the weekend. 

“Fortunately, as the fl ags that went for a walk were 
just new, we had our old ones still on hand, so they 
were replaced upon opening on Sunday morning, so 
it did not impact our play,” said Randy Cunningham, 
president of the club’s board of directors. 

“The disappointing part for our membership is 
we never used to have any problems like this. In big 
cities they pull the fl ags at night, but we’ve never 
had to.”

Cunningham said golf club staff heard an out-
of-control beach party might have led to the bad 
decision-making that caused people to make off 
with $1,000 worth of prism-topped fl agsticks.

“We have employed a lot of young people over 
the years and have great programs for juniors and 
the community as a whole. It is a shame that this 
community facility or any other, for that matter, 
is targetted by thieves and vandals,” Cunningham  
said. 

He added the club would appreciate information 
leading to their property’s return, with no questions 
asked. 

The golf club manager can be reached at 250-
537-2121 or golf@saltspring.com.  

PHOTO BY ROGER BRUNT 

HEY, I NEED THOSE!: Michelle Grant is about to lose her glasses to a mischievous kid 
at Kim and Hugh Tuttle’s farm during a recent visit. The farm has 10 young goats this spring.

Thieves 
snatch
golf course
flags
Club reps urge return  

Fire board 
skips
election
2016 budget anticipates 
$150,000 defi cit

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Cost savings and a lack of interest are 
being cited as reasons to forgo a fire 
board by-election following the resig-
nation of trustee Andy Hildebrand last 
month.

“Elections are extremely expensive 
and seeing that there’s some kind of 
governance and electoral fatigue . . . we 
didn’t see the need,” said Linda Lee, chair 
of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection 
District board, at Monday’s annual gen-
eral meeting. “With six of us currently 
standing we don’t see a problem creating 
quorum . . . so to save you money and to 
be productive, because every time we go 
into election mode we waste time and it 
sort of works backwards for us, we’d like 
to move forward. So it’s the board’s deci-
sion not to hold an election at this time, 
and we are not required to do so.”

The board requires a quorum of four 
trustees to conduct its regular month-
ly business meetings. The district’s 
amended letters patent states “there 
shall be seven trustees of the improve-
ment district.” The decision not to hold 
a by-election leaves the board with six 
trustees.

Lee said the board will stay at six 
“until such time that I feel like the quo-
rum could be a problem.” 

Trustees Howard Baker and Linda 
Lee were declared elected by acclama-
tion for a three-year term at the dis-
trict’s March meeting when no can-
didates stepped forward to challenge 
their positions.

FIRE DISTRICT CRIME 
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Fly Home for FREE*
 

withFREEFREE*
with

*Promotion is valid for return bookings only 
between April 01-30, 2016. A full one way 
fare must be purchased in order to receive 
a free one way return ticket voucher.

FREE Parking at Richmond (YVR) terminal (based on availability)
FREE Shuttle from Richmond (YVR) to Vancouver Airport or 

Canada Line Sky Train
 • 6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and Vancouver Airport
 • Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
 • Frequent fl yer discount
 • Charter fl ights available to other destinations, including USA. *Visit seairseaplanes.com for details

For Reservations, call 1-800-447-3247 or 604-273-8900
Or for Salt Spring Island, book online seairseaplanes.com and save even more $

A study of children’s health services
and 

facilites on Salt Spring Island B.C.

WRG Canada has been retained by The Centre for 
Child Honouring to conduct an audit of the facilites and 
services available to families on Salt Spring, specifically in 
the area of children’s health. To that end, we are interested 
in speaking to parents and/or guardians of children who 
have health issues – especially kids with special needs, 
and who may not be able to access the required services 
on Salt Spring.

Interviews are strictly confidential and generally take no 
more than 60 minutes. If you are interested in speaking 
to us about the children’s health services and facilities 
that are needed on Salt Spring, please send an email to 
rlhwalker@shaw.ca and we will contact you to book an 
appointment.

please proof read 
copy carefully, 
has been reset

BC fErrIES 

Skeena Queen returns to full-time service out of Fulford
Scheduling exercise 
nearly complete

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Five months of frustration, 
missed sailings and angry passen-
gers should end on Friday when the 
Skeena Queen returns to its regular 
schedule on the Fulford-Swartz Bay 
route.

The vessel has been serving 
Southern Gulf Islands sailings to 
and from Swartz Bay during com-
muter hours for the past five 
months while that route’s regular 

ferry, the Queen of Cumberland, 
went through a mid-life refit. Salt 
Spring passengers were left with 
the much smaller capacity Bowen 
Queen during the interim, reducing 
vehicle capacity by 30 spaces per 
sailing.

Harold Swierenga, chair of Salt 
Spring’s ferry advisory commit-
tee, said he’s received countless 
calls and emails from islanders 
complaining about over-runs and 
schedule changes.

“The good thing is BC Ferries has 
realized it can’t do the same thing 
again when the Skeena goes for its 
refit next year,” Swierenga said.

Ferry schedules for 2017 
BC Ferries staff and local resident 

advisors have also been working to 
finalize new schedules for the Gulf 
Islands that will be implemented 
after two new vessels arrive in 2016-
17. Planners had hoped the length-
ening of the shoulder season and a 
higher-capacity secondary vessel 
would allow for more direct sailings 
and better connections to the main-
land, but competing interests among 
individual islands made the sched-
uling program more difficult than 
anticipated.

The initial drafts and revised 
schedules created after public con-

sultation both failed to get much sup-
port, although Swierenga is optimis-
tic there will be some positive chang-
es for Salt Spring in the final version. 

“We’ve resolved some issues but 
haven’t resolved everything yet. It’s 
come a long way, for sure,” Swierenga 
said. 

At the latest, the new schedules are 
expected to be released to the public 
by BC Ferries’ semi-annual public 
meeting on Salt Spring on May 9, 
Swierenga added. 

Fulford terminal upgrades will also 
be on the agenda, as well as plans for 
the Skeena Queen refit. The refit was 
originally planned to take place this 

fall but has been pushed back a year 
to the fall of 2017.

Foot passenger reservations
BC Ferries has renewed and 

extended a pilot program for Gulf 
Islands foot passengers that will allow 
reserved bookings for the 2016 spring 
and summer season.

As of April 11 and running to Sept. 
5, foot passengers can once again 
guarantee boarding from Tsawwas-
sen to any of the Gulf Islands by 
phoning the BC Ferries call centre. 
New this year, reservations can also 
be made by those travelling from one 
of the Gulf Islands to Tsawwassen.

HEAlTH 

Pender mom opposing ‘war on drugs’
Leslie McBain part of special
United Nations conference

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Less than three months after she spoke candidly to a 
Gulf Islands Secondary School audience about her son’s 
fatal drug overdose, a Pender Island woman is in New 
York City to help end the “war on drugs.”

“We attend as the voice of Canadian families who have 
lost loved ones to drug misuse and who have struggles 
with drugs within the family,” said Leslie McBain, a 
founding member of mumsDU. “We would like to see 
Canada and all countries in the world adopt the model 
used so successfully for 15 years by the Portuguese gov-
ernment: decriminalize drugs and drug use, regulate and 
dispense drugs to addicts, supply free and diverse treat-
ments to anyone who needs it, and use evidence-based 
research to make drug policy decisions.”

McBain and three other mumsDU co-founders are 
in Manhattan for the United Nations General Assem-

bly Special Session on World Drug Policy this week. 
The women will meet with international civil societies, 
Canadian policy makers and attend satellite events that 
coincide with the United Nations conference.

“We all have our UN security passes for attending,” 
McBain wrote in an email on the weekend.

The women are up against powerful adversaries. Fear, 
uninformed thinking and a “money machine” fuelled by 
the war on drugs, she said, stand in the way of progress.

“If there are no criminals, then there are no busts, no 
incarcerations, no international smuggling to police,” 
she wrote. “Consequently those entities would be mostly 
redundant and not be funded as before.

“Busting drug labs, dealers and importers only makes 
room for more of the same. It is actually often noted that 
when a big bust is made, drug activity often increases as 
those would-be dealers rush to fill the void.”

McBain’s son Jordan Miller was killed two years ago in 
Victoria by a drug overdose. He was 25 years old. 

McBain spoke about her son’s death to high school 
students on Salt Spring in January.

Trustees foresee 2016 deficit 
Board members expect they’ll need to dip 

into last year’s surplus funds to balance an 
anticipated 2016 budget shortfall of nearly 
$150,000.

“We’re not going to ask you to write a 
cheque,” said trustee Norbert Schlenker 
when questioned about the projected defi-
cit.

Schlenker acknowledged the figure is “not 
a happy number,” but noted trustees worked 
hard to minimize operating expenses in 
2016.

“We’re not happy about bringing in less 
money than we spend, but we did cut things 

as much as we could to the bone,” he said.
Contractual obligations were responsible 

for a nine per cent increase in department 
expenditures on wages and salaries, he said.

Ratepayers can expect the fire district’s 
portion of their annual property tax levy to 
stay flat for the coming year, but Schlenker 
hinted at potential tax increases ahead.

“We’re sparing the taxpayer for 2016, but 
it’s a one-year hiatus,” he said. “Something 
will have to change.”

The district has budgeted $2,525,000 in 
taxpayer revenue in 2016, down slightly from 
$2,529,000 last year.

Legal fees add up
Ongoing negotiations between the fire 

district and the union that represents 
Salt Spring’s career firefighters has begun 

to leave an impression on the board’s 
bottom line.

The district’s professional fees budget is 
set at $165,000 for 2016, well over double 
the $70,000 budgeted last year.

Trustees confirmed Monday that 
$100,000 of those funds are set aside for 
legal fees for contract negotiations with 
the department’s career firefighters later 
this year.

Acting on a recommendation in the 
2015 Walker Report fire service review, the 
district has selected legal counsel special-
izing in labour law to handle the matter. 
The board chose Vancouver’s Harris & 
Company based on the firm’s negotiating 
experience with the International Asso-
ciation of Fire Fighters.

Previous boards had no legal counsel 

when negotiating with union reps in 2005 
and 2011, according to information in the 
Walker Report. The career firefighters’ 
current contract is in effect until Dec. 31.

Trustee Schlenkler said the remaining 
$65,000 will be spent on tasks like inves-
tigation of a new fire hall and creation of 
the department’s 10-year plan.

“We have some projects coming up,” 
he told participants. “All of these involve 
paying rather expensive consultants, 
architects, engineers and so on.”

The professional development fees rep-
resent a modest fraction of the district’s 
anticipated 2016 expenses of $2.6 mil-
lion. Wages and benefits are expected to 
account for the largest chunk of depart-
ment expenditures in 2016, coming in 
just shy of $2 million.

fIrE AGM  
continued from 1

Fire department property tax level remains flat for 2016
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
Fulford-Swartz bay Ferry Schedule  
Skeena Queen and regular schedule returns   
on Friday, April 22 

Paper earns 
awards

The Driftwood newspaper 
learned Friday it has won five 
top-three national awards 
for competition entries from 
2015. 

Elizabeth Nolan’s series 
about invasive animal spe-
cies called Strangers Among 
us won first place awards 
for both feature series and 

environmental writing in 
their applicable circulation 
categories.

The paper’s Best of Salt 
Spring Island publication 
was number one in the spe-
cial section category, and 
the Gulf Islander visitors’ 
guide came second in the 
community newspaper 
magazine competition. 

A Dennis Parker cartoon 
about the Ganges sinkhole 
and the Senator Mike Duffy 

controversy earned a third-
place award among local 
cartoon entries.

In the B.C. newspapers 
association awards pro-
gram this year, the Drift-
wood is a top-three nomi-
nee in general excellence in 
the applicable circulation 
class. A story about the Salt 
Spring Island Conservan-
cy’s 20th anniversary writ-
ten by Elizabeth Nolan is 
a nominee in the environ-

mental initiative category. 
Awards will be presented 
next month at the annual 
Ma Murray Awards event in 
Richmond.  

Laundromat 
plans 
advance

Salt  Spring residents 
have more reason to hope 
that coin-operated laun-

dry facilities might once 
again be offered on island 
thanks to a decision by the 
North Salt Spring Water-
works District board.

Eric Booth, who pur-
chased the machines used 
at the Mrs. Clean Laun-
dromat, reports he was 
successful in his request 
that NSSWD transfer the 
former business’  water 
use to a new location in 
Ganges. 

Next steps toward re-
o p e n i n g  s e r v i c e  w i l l 
i n c l u d e  r e z o n i n g  t h e 
p r o p e r t y  i n  q u e s t i o n , 
d e s i g n i n g  a n d  p l a n -
ning a building and then 
applying for a develop-
ment permit through the 
Islands Trust, Booth said. 

Given the many steps 
involved to make the plan 
work, Booth has not pro-
posed a timeline for com-
pletion.  

News brieFS

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper? 
Art Supply Paper?

Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

GoVErnanCE 

CRD wants changes to avoid conflict-of-interest pitfalls
Directors’ appointments 
cause voting tangles

bY eLiZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Capital Regional District 
has renewed attempts to obtain 
regulatory changes around con-
flict of interest situations follow-
ing a frustrating budget process 
that saw two member communi-
ties excluded from the final vote.

The 2016-17 budgeting exer-
cise was complicated by 2013’s 
landmark appeal decision in 
Schlenker v. Torgrimson, in which 
Salt Spring’s elected Islands 
Trust representatives Christine 
Torgrimson and George Ehring 
were found to have had a conflict 
of interest when they approved 
funds for societies on which they 
were directors, even though they 
had no direct pecuniary interest.

With the CRD board com-
prised of member community 
mayors and councillors, many 
directors also sit on boards that 
CRD funding impacts. As a result, 
a dozen directors were forced to 
send their alternates to the final 
budget vote in March, while the 
communities of Sidney and Oak 
Bay had to opt out entirely.

Norbert Schlenker, the lead 
complainant in the group of Salt 
Spring electors who launched 
the conflict of interest lawsuit, 
said he was not thinking of the 
effect the case might have in 
other communities when he 

started the process. 
“I was concerned about what 

had happened locally. Public 
money had been voted into soci-
eties that were controlled and 
directed by the same people who 
had their hands on the public 
purse. Aggravating the impro-
priety, these societies were oper-
ated as private clubs with a con-
trolled and exclusive member-
ship,” Schlenker said.

“Certainly I’m surprised that 
the decision had as wide an 
application as it has had. What 
is more surprising is that, given 
that this year’s CRD budget is 
the fourth since the court’s judg-
ment, communities in the CRD 
haven’t yet figured out how to 
address the issue.”

In the case of Oak Bay, the 
problem was cross-appoint-
ments to the Greater Victoria 
Labour Relations Association 
(GVLRA) and the Greater Victo-
ria Public Library Board,  both 
of which receive CRD funding. 
Schlenker said the city should 
have foreseen the problem and 

appointed members who were 
not going to be CRD directors. 

Barbara Desjardins, chair of 
the CRD Board and mayor of 
Esquimalt, said the situation 
isn’t really that simple.  

“Sometimes you can do that, 
and sometimes you can’t,” she 
said. “We try to do that as much 
as possible, but this year we had 
two communities with no seats 
at the table.”

Desjardins said the rules 
around appointments make con-
flict hard to avoid in some cases 
— the GVLRA is one. As well, the 
budgetting process is extremely 
complex and transferring infor-
mation from directors to their 
alternates does not always facili-
tate the best discussion. The Saa-
nich mayor and councillors, for 
example, account for five seats 
on the CRD board, which means 
finding five alternates in the 
event of cross-appointments.

As  Desjardins  noted,  the 

CRD already puts a lot of work 
into the budget process ahead 
of its final vote, presenting a 
draft document for discussion 
in November of each year. Dur-
ing that process, items can be 
isolated and those who might 
have a perceived conflict can 
excuse themselves for those por-
tions. However, the final budget 
is enacted with one bylaw and 
therefore requires one vote.

As well, appointments to com-
mittees and commissions take 
place in December and go into 
effect in January, so there can be 
many changes to potential con-
flict areas before the final budget 
is voted on in March. 

Desjardins said the CRD will 
be implementing some chang-
es to the process to allow more 
work to be done ahead of time.

“But things can always come 
up,” she observed. 

Desjardins has followed the 
path of two predecessors in the 
chair position by requesting help 
on the issue from the Ministry 
of Community, Sport and Cul-
tural Development, which over-
sees local governments. Similar 
request are coming from other 
regional districts and munici-
palities.

“We think there can be some 
regulatory changes that would 
allow us to attend to business,” 
Desjardins said. “We’re implor-
ing them to make that happen 
before the next budget year.”

That plan doesn’t sit well with 

the person who exposed the 
issue in the first place.

“I consider the CRD’s request 
to change the rules outrageous . 
. . Instead of avoiding the prob-
lem situations, they are lobbying 
to change the rules instead. It 
may be more convenient for pol-
iticians but it puts taxpayers at 
risk,” Schlenker said.

Desjardins feels that in some 
ways,  conflict  of  interest in 
unavoidable in the regional 
district model or for any group 
that brings together elected 
officials from different jurisdic-
tions, because directors always 
serve the community they rep-
resent as well as the overarch-
ing body. Recognizing that situ-
ation exists is a first step toward 
resolving conflict issues, she 
believes.

“It’s not an easy solution, that’s 
for sure. But let’s step up and 
recognize what it is,” Desjardins 
said.

“[ The Schlenker] decision 
heightened awareness. That’s 
a good thing, but it also made 
it difficult for decision-making 
in many areas. So along with 
awareness, there has to come 
solution.”

So far Desjardins has not 
received a  response to her 
request for a meeting with Min-
ister Peter Fassbender. 

“I will be following up,” she 
said. “I’ve gone through this 
three times already. I’m not 
doing it again.”

“We think there can be 
some regulatory changes 
that would allow us to 
attend to business.” 
BARB DESJARDINS
Chair, CRD Board

Barb Desjardins and Norbert 
Schlenker 
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SAUNDERS SUBARUSAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

DAVE,           RUTH,         NORMA,        BOB,           EDIE
Drop by today...Coffee is always on! 

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca DL#5032

*MSRP of $19,995 on 2016 Impreza 4-dr MT (GF120). MSRP excludes Freight & PDI of $1,595. Taxes, license, registration and 
insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown is 2016 Impreza 5-dr Limited Tech-Pkg AT (GG2LPE) with an MSRP of 
$30,395. Dealers may sell for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may 
not be equipped exactly as shown. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for 
complete details on system operation and limitations. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
(IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

ProVINCIAl PolITICS 

Donation reform plan rejected
Changes would restore 
public trust: MLA 
Holman

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Saanich North and the Islands 
MLA Gary Holman vows to main-
tain the fight to change the way 
politicians and their parties are 
funded despite the BC Liberal Par-
ty’s recent effort to stifle change.

Information about political 
contributions in British Colum-
bia for 2015 released by Elections 
BC earlier this month shows cor-
porate donations accounted for 
53 per cent of the nearly $10 mil-
lion raised by the Liberals in 2015. 

Holman thinks that’s bad for 
democracy, and the effort to 
improve the system is no easy 
task.

The Liberals’ majority gov-
ernment voted unanimously to 
turf a private member’s bill on 
April 6 that would have sent pro-
posed reforms to the govern-
ment’s finance committee for fur-
ther review. Holman, the NDP’s 
spokesperson for democratic 
reform, said all other MLAs sup-
ported the motion.

“I’m of course disappointed 
but not surprised because Christy 
Clark has made it very clear that 
her government has no intention 

of removing ‘big money’ from 
elections,” he said.

Speaking at a press conference 
after the vote, Clark defended 
the status quo, which limits cam-
paign spending during election 
periods. Clark said she wants to 
see “real-time” reporting of party 
contributions rather than yearly 
recaps.

“In B.C. we have limits on how 
much we can spend on election 
campaigns,” she told report-
ers. “We have full disclosure on 
what people donate, but I’m ask-
ing the chief electoral officer to 
try and make it closer to real time 
rather than having the reports 
come out once a year.”

That isn’t good enough for Hol-
man, who was back in the leg-
islature on Thursday morning 
to introduce another bill related 
to political financing. This one, 
he said, seeks to restore spend-
ing limits in the 60 days before an 
election campaign.

Holman compared the current 
system to the wild west.

“[The BC Liberal Party] wants 
the rich and powerful to continue 
making large donations to politi-
cal parties,” Holman said. “This 
level of influence on the political 
process is not fair and should be 
banned or limited, as it is at the 
federal level, and as members of 
the opposition have proposed in 
private members bills tabled in 

this and in previous sessions.”
Holman said changes to polit-

ical-contribution regulations are 
needed to restore public trust in 
government. Better legislation, he 
added, would counter public cyni-
cism about the political process.

“[ The proposed changes] 
address public concerns that cor-
porations and unions are able to 
exercise undue influence in the 
political process. So hopefully, 
these financing restrictions will 
go some way to restoring public 
confidence in the electoral pro-
cess and perhaps encourage more 
citizens to participate,” he said. 
“These reforms also level the play-
ing field for smaller parties and 
independents, which is healthy for 
democracy.”

According to Elections BC, the 
BCNDP collected about $3 million 
in political contributions in 2015. 
Approximately $376,000 was from 
unions and $149,000 was from 
corporations. Eighty two per 
cent of the BCNDP’s donations, 
roughly $2.5 million, came from 
individual donors. Some $3.35 
million, or 33 per cent of the total, 
was donated by individuals to the 
Liberal party last year.

The NDP’s renewed attention 
to the issue in B.C. coincides with 
a decision by the Ontario govern-
ment in March to consider an 
overhaul to the province’s cam-
paign financing system.

PHoto bY SEAN MCINtYRE

BloSSom PoWEr: From left, Japanese musicians Keita Kana-
zashi, Chie Hanawa and Anna Sato pose with an Akebono cherry tree 
they donated to the Peace Park while on Salt Spring for the last stop of 
their Canadian tour.
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On select premium 
Hearing Aids

Models shown are not actual patients.

Experience our FREE Hearing Test* and 
Video Consultation with a Hearing Professional 
from anywhere, using your computer or tablet.

Enjoy our Online Hearing Test.

*Hearing screening test only. A comprehensive assessment may be recommended.

Hearing loss is the third most common chronic health condition 
affecting older adults. Approximately 30% of individuals aged 65 
and older have some degree of hearing loss, with estimates ranging 
from 70% to 90% of those aged 85 and older.

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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SAM ANDERSON
APPLIANCE REPAIR

• Prompt, Reliable & Professional Service
• Factory Authorized Warranty Technician  

for all Makes & Models
• Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation
• Licensed Refrigeration
• Fully Insured & Security Screened
• Kenmore Service Technician

EMERGENCY SERVICE
250-537-5268

samander@telus.net

124 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1M9

ParKs & rECrEatIon 

Crab festival plan prompts review of park liquor policy 
Leisure fees to see 
modest increase 
in 2017

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Parks and 
Recreation Commission 
will take another look at 
i ts  park-use permitt ing 
policy following a fund-
raiser request from the Salt 
Spring Rotary Club that 
involves alcohol sales.

The Rotary Club’s pro-
posal is to hold an annual 
“crab fest” in Rotary Park 
on the July 1 long week-
end. Along with crab, corn 
o n  t h e  c o b  a n d  b a k e d 
potatoes, wine and beer 
sales are expected to be an 
integral part of the event.

“Quite frankly, on food 
alone we’re barely bring-
ing in any money,” Rota-
r y  m e m b e r  Jo h n  C a d e 
explained during a presen-
tation at Monday’s PARC 
business meeting.

B e f o re  2 0 1 0 ,  a l c o h o l 
sales were subject to PARC 
approval as part of the per-
mitting process, but cur-

rent policy bans the con-
sumption or sale of liquor 
in Salt Spring parks. Speak-
ing after Cade’s presenta-
tion, PARC manager Dan 
Ovington said it is within 
the local group’s power to 
adjust that policy again if 
they should choose to do 
so.

“ T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a 
c h a n g e  i n  [ p r ov i n c i a l ] 
liquor requirements and 
policy,  so it  might be a 
good time to look into a 
review,” Ovington said.

Commissioners agreed 
that Ovington should write 
a full  report to be con-
sidered at the May meet-
ing, acknowledging that 
a decision would need to 
be made quickly in order 
to meet the short timeline 
before the proposed event.

Equestrian 
group visits 

Gulf Islands Horseman’s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  p r e s i d e n t 
Jackie  Cooper and vice 
president Damian Inwood 
also appeared before the 
commission on Monday 
to share news about the 
newly formed group and 

their  goal  of  creating a 
public horse park in the 
Ganges area. 

The association hopes to 
purchase 10 acres of land 
that is centrally located, 
build indoor and outdoor 
arenas, stables and pas-
tures,  and offer lessons 
and events. Their model 
is based on the Burnaby 
Horesmen’s Association, 
which leases land from the 
City of Burnaby. 

Cooper explained previ-
ous facilities have always 
been located on private 
properties,  al l  of  which 
have been sold and then 
repurposed. Most recently 

the Blue Horse Equestrian 
Centre closed its doors, 
leaving participants once 
a g a i n  w i t h o u t  a  r i d i n g 
facility or a place to keep 
their horses.

Cooper said the asso-
ciation formed to ensure 
this doesn’t happen again, 
adding they have recently 
received the registration 
of their name and are now 
applying for  char itable 
status.

“We are not rich. We are 
dirt poor because we give 
all our money to horses,” 
she said.

“Ideally what we’d like 
is a piece of land that we 
could lease at a nominal 
rate. We’d put the build-
ings on it and eventually 
develop it,” Inwood said. 
“I f  there’s  any  interest 
from the parks board, let 
us know.”

Some fees on 
the rise 

Also at Monday’s meet-
ing,  PARC approved al l 
s t a f f  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
for changes to leisure fees 
in 2017. They include a 
25-cent increase in adult 

d r o p - i n  f e e s  a t  t h e 
Rainbow Road Pool and 
a two per cent increase 
in park facility rental 
and pool rental fees, 
a s  w e l l  a s  Sa t u rd a y 
Market vendor stalls. 
Portlock Park portable 
rental fees saw a high-
er increase to reflect 
what other communi-
ties charge for similar 
space and to ensure 
capital  funds for the 
building’s replacement 
are being collected. 

F e e s  f o r  b u s k e r s 
at the Saturday mar-
ket  wi l l  be  dropped 
i n  2 0 1 7 .  O v i n g t o n 
explained they were 

a d d e d  t o  c ov e r  t h e 
$600 that PARC must 
pay to SOCAN, but the 
cost of adding an extra 
employee to collect the 
fees ended up costing 
even more.  

Beddis wall 
costs grow 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
voted to increase the 
b u d g e t  f o r  r e p l a c -
ing the retaining wall 
a t  B e d d i s  B e a c h  by 
$9,150, since unfore-
seen studies required 
b e f o r e  w o r k  c o u l d 
begin had taken up the 
$10,850 originally bud-
getted. 

Crd 

CRD office moving downtown
Drake Road housing 
project shifts gears

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Capital Regional District’s 
board of directors has approved a 
plan to move office space for its Salt 
Spring staff from Portlock Park into 
the heart of Ganges village.

Directors voting at Wednesday’s 
board meeting unanimously sup-
ported a staff recommendation to 
sign a five-year lease on three units 
at 121 McPhillips Ave. and to bor-
row up to $120,000 from the CRD’s 
office facilities capital reserve fund 
for renovations.

Speaking after the meeting, Salt 
Spring director Wayne McIntyre 
confirmed the plan is to move all of 
the CRD’s Salt Spring administra-
tive staff from their current offices 
at Portlock Park, as well as his office, 
which is currently located at 105 
Rainbow Rd. 

“We want to make it easily acces-
sible,” McIntyre said. “It’s exciting. 
We will have a lot of new projects 
that will be managed on the island, 
so potentially there will be more effi-
ciencies.”

Expanded operations on Salt 
Spring will include the Ganges sewer 
upgrade and other local service area 
projects. 

The new offices will take up 172.5 
square metres (1,856 square feet) of 
the Creekside building, which also 
houses Apple Photo. McIntyre said 
PARC maintenance staff will likely 

still be based at Portlock, but the 
CRD will be looking to rent out the 
office space. A date for the move is 
not yet determined because renova-
tions will have to be planned and 
a building permit approved before 
construction begins.

The CRD Board previously moved 
to support costs related to leasing 
new office space on Salt Spring at 
its Jan. 13 meeting. They included 
$56,300 of continuous supplemen-
tary funding related to rent and 
other operating costs for the new 
space, and $25,000 for one-time 
equipment purchases. Basic rent at 
the new location will cost just over 
$41,000 per year.

In other CRD Board news, direc-
tors voted in favour of asking the 
Capital Region Housing Corpora-
tion to review the feasibility of that 
body acting as the developer and 
operator of a proposed affordable 
housing project on Drake Road in 
order to overcome barriers to com-
pletion.  

According to a staff report from 
the CRD’s planning and protec-
tive services committee, the CRHC 
“would be required to do a finan-
cial and water feasibility study to 
determine the viability of their par-
ticipation and would not be under 
any other financial obligation until 
which time the CRHC determines 
that this project is viable.”

The Drake Road project was ini-
tiated several years ago by School 
District 64 on lands it owned, before 
transferring it to the CRD for over-
sight in 2012, with a steering com-

mittee that includes representa-
tives from both organizations. The 
$4.5-million project envisions a mix 
of rental and owner-occupied hous-
ing, with a total of 80 units to be con-
structed in three phases. Phase One 
would see 26 units of rental housing.

The two main barriers facing the 
project, according to the steering 
committee, are the lack of a housing 
operator and water supply issues. 
The entire project has been in ques-
tion since September 2014 when 
North Salt Spring Waterworks Dis-
trict put a moratorium on new con-
nections. 

McIntyre said the steering com-
mittee will be looking into mea-
sures such as rainwater catch-
ment, but he also intends to send 
a letter to NSSWD in response to a 
recent “relaxation” on connections 
that wasn’t applied to the Drake 
Road project. NSSWD did recently 
approve a connection for a nearby 
affordable housing project being 
planned by Salt Spring Community 
Services.

“We have some concern because 
we’ve been on the list for a couple 
of years,” McIntyre said. “Although I 
fully support the idea and I think it’s 
fantastic Community Services got 
approval for their project, I wonder 
what kind of approval process is 
going on.” 

The Drake Road steering com-
mittee meets again on May 3. 
McIntyre said the matter will also 
be discussed at today’s (April 20) 
Electoral Area Services Committee 
meeting.

“We are not rich. 
We are dirt poor 
because we give all 
our money to horses.” 
JACkIE COOPER
GI Horseman’s Association
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Reduce the
in� uence
W

ith talk of demo-
cratic reform 
ramping up at the 
federal govern-

ment level, it was only a matter 
of time until the lens shifted to 
the state of affairs at Victoria’s 
provincial legislature.

During an electoral reform discussion with Saanich-
Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May and Fair Voting BC’s Bob 
Mackie last week, one Salt Spring Islander said electoral 
reform won’t be fully realized until more is done to curb 
corporate and union donations to political parties.

Without limits on how much these groups can spend 
to grease the wheels of government, he said, our demo-
cratic institution is reduced to a plutocracy.

Many were no doubt surprised to learn that Canada 
is a world leader when it comes to limits on federal 

political donations. Unions 
and corporations have 
been prohibited from 
making contributions since 
2007. Individuals are limit-
ed to a maximum of $1,500 
per party and no more than 
$1,500 per candidate. That’s 
it. That’s all.

The discussion’s timing 
couldn’t have come at a more opportune moment. 
Earlier this month, Elections BC released provincial 
political party donation numbers for 2015. News that 
the BC Liberal Party drew a little more than half of its 
$10 million in donations from corporations has drawn 
widespread condemnation from pundits and electoral 
reform watchdogs. For those yearning to dig into the 
numbers, a full breakdown for all B.C. parties is avail-
able through www.elections.bc.ca. Provincial donations 
currently have no limits.

The push for contribution bans or limits in Alberta, 
Ontario and Quebec arose after high-profi le corruption 
scandals involving the construction sector. Here in B.C. 
we’ve yet to read headlines about weakened labour laws, 
unfair competition or other cases where government has 
been busted secretly colluding with corporate interests. 

Maybe that just doesn’t happen on the west coast. 
Maybe, as Premier Christy Clark assured an early 
April press conference, openness about who makes 
donations and for how much is enough to preserve 
accountability. Maybe we’re in the clear, but it’s 
hard not to question why the persuasive power of 
political donations in B.C. would be so different 
from everywhere else in Canada.

Learn about vote system options
On April 9, MP Elizabeth May and Bob Mackie of Fair Voting 

BC discussed aspects of electoral reform at the Salt Spring Public 
Library.  

The Green party is seeking to reform the electoral system to 
a proportional representation model. With Ms. May, the Green 
Party of Canada leader, and Mr. Mackie, the Green Party national 
president, presenting, a strong pro-proportional representation 
focus was expected.

The presentation would have been enhanced if the discus-
sion had included the drawbacks of proportional representation 
models, comments on the (few) benefi ts of the fi rst past the post 
system, and information on ranked ballot/transferable vote sys-
tems.  In fairness, these topics may have been omitted due to time 
constraints. The presentation is to be continued, and I would 
encourage all to attend.

Proportional representation has many variations, each with 
different positive/negative aspects. These can include better 
voter representation, larger ridings, more MPs in parliament, 
MPs selected from patronage lists by the parties, parties disquali-
fi ed from seats if less than fi ve per cent support (note the Green 
party only got 3.5 per cent national support in 2015), and disen-
franchising of independent candidates. They generally produce 
minority governments. New Zealand voters discovered a few 
years ago you may have to wait the better part of a month to fi nd 
out who will form the government.

First past the post results are known quickly (even before B.C. 
polls close). It is simple, resulting in few spoiled ballots, and 
fair. You vote for the local representative of your choice, and the 
candidate preferred by the most voters wins. Regrettably, it fails at 

obtaining a result refl ecting the national vote percentages. Small-
er parties spread across the country are greatly disadvantaged 
in this system (Green and NDP). Even larger parties can be 
adversely affected from vote splitting (Conservatives 1993, when 
they won only two seats).

Ranked/transferable ballots are preferred by the Liberals, who 
would benefi t the most from this system. Like fi rst past the post, 
a ranked ballot disenfranchises candidates from the smaller par-
ties (Green and NDP). This system would also force all parties to 
the political centre, debate of ideas would be stifl ed with both 
the right and left sides of the spectrum unrepresented. A ranked 
ballot elects the compromise candidate, the one the fewest hate.

It was disappointing to hear that Ms. May is against hold-
ing a referendum on any proposed change. How we elect our 
governments goes to the core of our democracy.  While the 
majority of us may not be enamoured with the fi rst past the 
post system, it may prove more popular than the alternative 
the as-of-yet-unfi lled committee will select. Fairness demands 
a referendum to allow us, the voters, to decide.

Without a referendum, we, the electorate, must educate 
ourselves and provide feedback to our MPs on what, if any, 
changes in the voting system we would like.  Again, I would 
encourage everyone to look into electoral reform options, 
attend future sessions, compare the various systems and speak 
to your MPs.

 
The writer is a Saanich-Gulf Islands constituent. He ran for 

the Conservative party nomination in Esquimalt-Saanich-
Sooke in 2014.
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Wendy Faith
I’ll be planting fruit trees in 
my new garden and enjoying 
the outside.

Sharon Meilicke
I’ll go for a nice hike.

Stephan harStall
I’ll celebrate my grand-
daughter’s birthday.

John caron
I’ll be working in my organic 
garden.

darlene dreWer
Planting geraniums.

Salt Spring 
says
We asked: 
How will you 
celebrate 
Earth Day?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By Ron Hawkins
For PARC to consider spending $500,000 

to purchase 15 acres of prime ALR land with 
the additional cost of constructing three 
baseball diamonds adjacent to Brinkworthy 
Place strikes me as a very poor, wrong use 
of funds. 

There is already park acreage at Burgoyne 
Bay suitable for ball diamonds at far less 
cost, which PARC needs to explore. 

To eliminate prime, south-facing, well-
drained agricultural land such as this from 
future food prospects is shallow, short-
sighted thinking. What has climate change 
already revealed to us? 

That food production in Canada and 
world-wide is under stress and in decline in 
many respects. That drought and extreme 
weather anomalies are more common.  The 
Central Valley of California, for example, 
like the entire state, is under a multi-year 
drought. NASA has projected this valley will 
cease entirely as a food producer within 50 
years. This is already translating into rising 
prices as demand outstrips supply. A fruit 
and vegetable production area of this mag-
nitude will continue to decrease exports and 
at higher costs across the U.S., Canada and 
Europe in future. 

Every grocery shopper on Salt Spring 
has experienced this much in local stores: 
Locally grown produce not dependent on 
the US dollar remains more affordable and 
is very often of superior nutrition and food 

safety standards. Food is ener-
gy. Green energy. Life-essen-
tial energy. Salt Spring has 
increased the production of its 
total food consumption to approximately six 
per cent currently, a modest but significant 
trend reversal of recent years. Agricultural 
land remains our only prospect for increas-
ing locally produced, terrestrial food supply. 

Locally grown green energy as shown by 
our farmers’ market is in big demand. It car-
ries a tiny carbon footprint and  regenerates 
local income and employment. Why would 
PARC want to threaten such a golden goose 
before government expresses an opinion on 
the matter?

Climate change is moving north. We’re seeing 
it. The northward migration of species.

London-based journalist Gwynne Dyer, in 
a recent address at the Salt Spring Forum, pre-
dicted a massive immigration of Americans into 
Canada in coming years as a result of climate 
change. Plant and other animal communities 
have also begun to shift their northern range 
extensions, leaving behind places increasingly 
difficult to inhabit.  

Dan Jason’s recent book, The Power of Puls-
es, is a wonderful exposé on the value of peas, 
beans, chickpeas, favas and lentils as food sourc-
es for saving the world. Canada is the largest 
exporter of pulses, yet only consumes 10 per 
cent of its own production. This is the sound of 
opportunity knocking! It’s an opportunity for 
individuals wishing to eat more nutritiously and 

tastefully, and for farmers, business 
and government to better embrace 
this growing reality. 

Pulses are essentially concen-
trated protein growing with the ability to take 
nitrogen out of the air and add it to the earth, i.e. 
increasing the fertility of the soil simply by grow-
ing in it. They can be grown without chemicals, 
are easy to grow, light on water, require 20 to 40 
times less fossil fuel to produce than meat and 
are far better for us. Government: think ALR!

The Salt Spring Island Farmland Trust 
Society is an established organization with 
a proven record of agricultural projects. 
The 62-acre Burgoyne Valley Community 
Farm currently hosts 98 garden plots (20 x 
50 feet each) for families to grow their own 
food and for Salt Spring Island Community 
Services to grow food for their programs.

Also on this farm, various-sized parcels 
have been allocated for farmers to rent for 
commercial growing of local food. On Bed-
dis Road they are also currently developing 
a Farm Centre for Food Security on 1.5 
acres to provide an opportunity to farmers 
to process their produce for value-added 
local supply.

The Brinkworthy site is such an obvi-
ous winner for food production, economic 
growth, sustainable food security, high-
quality human health and recreation. Gar-
dening is a quintessential form of recre-
ation.

The low-lying, naturally wet area within 

this proposed site would make an excellent 
excavation for a pond, one large enough 
to hold sufficient water for total irrigation 
requirements. Excavated materials would 
complement the functional and aesthetic 
aspect of the facility.

Ganges is densifying, particularly for 
senior and affordable housing and medi-
cal services. Most of such residents have 
less need to drive and are more likely to 
walk locally, making greater Ganges what 
it should aspire to become: a pedestrian-
friendly, green and cost-efficient commu-
nity.

Message to PARC: Seize the opportunity. 
Proactively consult on how you can facili-
tate and contribute to this winning for-
mula. Support local pathway projects that 
promote non-parking, foster walking trails 
as the best ubiquitous form of daily exercise 
and recreation we all need. Foster a green, 
local, small business/society ethic, which 
Vancouver (the green city), and Victoria 
(the emerald city), and tourists everywhere 
would wish to emulate. A good example 
of such a connection might be from Scarff 
Lane to Upper Ganges Road, or similarly, a 
perfect walking loop near Brinkworthy.

The writer describes himself as “part of 
the growing voice for a sustainable future, 
not the conventional, delusional old school 
of thought.”

Imagine the Brinkworthy community gardens

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “it may be more convenient for 
politicians but it puts taxpayers at risk.”

NORBERT SCHLENKER, RE LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONFLICT CASE 

Choose the 
view

In his April 6 piece titled “St. 
Mary Lake saga misses cru-
cial approach,” David Rap-
port is frank: the science here 
is “hardly credible” because 
things are different elsewhere. 

Maggie Squires, a profes-
sional limnologist, relies on 
the core samples from the 
sediments which demon-
strate that there have been no 
significant changes in the algal 
and microbial populations in 
the lake over about 300 years. 
She concludes that the intru-
sion of non-aboriginal people 
and their activities have not 
caused the recent cyanobac-
terial blooms and thus that 
changing these activities will 

not prevent them. Rapport 
responds that this is unbeliev-
able because clearly human 
activities elsewhere have 
caused such blooms. You 
choose. 
JoHn a. HeddLe,
S a l t  S p r i n g

Grow food, 
not fields

Re: “Public input on park 
plan wanted,” April 6 Drift-
wood.

I read with disbelief that 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission members intend to 
apply for non-farm use of a 
piece of land in the ALR. 

They have been meeting 
with “stakeholders.” Surely 
we are all stakeholders when 
farmland is threatened. 

The drying of the south-
west U.S., long predicted, is 
well underway. The Site C 
dam threatens farmland in 
the north of the province. 
Farmland in the Fraser River 
delta is under threat due to the 
expansion plans of Port Metro 
Vancouver, and B.C. currently 
grows less than 50 per cent of 
the food we eat. Bill Rees, of 
“carbon footprint” fame, has 
said that we need to double 
production by mid-century. 

Surely the appropriate use 
of the Brinkworthy area land 
would be to lease it to young 
farmers who cannot afford 
inflated prices for land yet 
want to produce high-quality 
food for the community and 
beyond.                                                                                                                                         
wiLma Haig,
B a k e r  r o a d

Co-operate 
on fields plan 

This letter is regarding 
the original proposal for a 
new baseball pitch.

To all who would like to 
see a fair and wholesome 
solution, I would like to 
propose that Parks and 
Rec use its “acquisition 
money” to buy a 50 per 
cent share in an existing 
high school field from the 
school board. 

This will benefit both 
parties and all of our older, 
exist ing and potential 
baseball players. 

It will also set an example 
of how co-operation can 
work for the benefit of all. 
Let us walk forward into a 

new era of working togeth-
er and sharing resources. 
Pam adams, 
B r i n k w o r t h y  r o a d 

A community 
for families

Upon reading Kristina Nils-
son’s comments about young 
athletes in the April 6 paper, 
I found myself disappointed, 
sad and irate. Honestly, Kris-
tina’s comments were just 
plain ignorant!  

Our children are not “wan-
nabes.” They just want to 
play ball with their friends 
and have their families cheer 
them on. To suggest that we 
relocate is ridiculous! 

Salt Spring Island needs to 
finally come to terms with the 
fact that there are numerous 

young families on this island. 
Some of us have come here by 
choice, some of us have been 
moved here for work and 
have made it a place for our 
families. Our families work 
in the hospital, fire depart-
ment, grocery stores, etc. and 
we are the ones contributing 
to taxes. 

The pool is closed on Sat-
urdays, and God forbid our 
children accidentally splash 
someone during the rare kid-
friendly hours. 

All we want is a ball field so 
we can play ball, laugh, teach 
our kids teamwork, be a com-
munity. Really, is that a reason 
to be so close-minded?
nicoLa PeRsson,
S a l t  S p r i n g

InDEPTH

MORE LETTERS  continued on 8
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Income Tax
CANADIAN & AMERICAN

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT

Fulford Village Office

PH: 250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.

APPROVED

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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There are Two levels of ess supporT:
✓ ess level 1 volunteers provide 72 hr support to 
those who have been evacuated from their homes 
(i.e. house fire).  support include identifying: 
temporary food and shelter, child and pet care, 
emotional support and help with incidentals like 
toiletries and medication retrieval.

✓ ess level 2 volunteers provide 
the same services at a large 
reception Centre  for large-scale 
evacuations such as interface fires 
or earthquakes. 

If you want to be part of the Team, call Neva 
at 250-931-5550 or ssiessd@crd.bc.ca

REVISED
for apr 20

What are Emergency 
Support Services 

volunteers trained to do?

Assisted dying legislation 
ignores the 80 per cent

While the Liberals can be credited with writing the 
historic legislation (Bill C-14) that allows some Canadi-
ans dignified relief from grievous suffering at the end of 
their life, too many of us have been left out.

Those facing dementia and other catastrophic chron-
ic conditions such as ALS require the option, while still 
competent, to write an advance directive request for 
physician-assisted dying once certain strict, pre-stated 
conditions are met. This was a key recommendation 
of the Liberals’ own Special Joint Committee on Physi-
cian-Assisted Dying after extensive consultation with 
Canadians from across the country. This was the option 
advocated by 80 per cent of Canadians in a recent Ipsos 
Reid poll. Why is this option missing from Bill C-14?

When my mother-in-law was in extended care in 
Peace Arch Hospital the staff kindly chose an Alzheimer 
patient as her roommate. During the first three days I 
noticed that this lady never moved from her position 
in her bed, not to turn her face when we entered, not 
to raise a hand, and never to say a word. It was almost 
like having a private room. But the next three weeks 

were the same, and the next three months 
and, sadly, the next three years. Never did 
she eat or look after any personal care for 
herself. There were no visitors and her 
only personal possession was one small 
picture on her bulletin board. In the three 
years I visited never once did I see this 
woman move.  Without the option of con-
sent in an advance directive, Canadians 
will face a bleak choice: end their lives too 
early, while they are still competent, or 
risk waiting until it’s too late.

With a family history of dementia, the 
knowledge that I, also, could spend years 
in a prolonged death means I have to do 
everything I can to find another way. Why 
can’t our advance directives give Cana-
dians suffering with dementia the same 
rights as those suffering with cancer? Our 
wills are respected after we die; why not 
our advance directives? There are 80 per 
cent of us out there who support advance 
directive requests for physician-assisted 
dying. Let’s make the Liberals listen.
Marcie Hogan,
C h a p t e r  C o o r d i n a t o r ,
d y i n g  W i t h  d i g n i t y  C h a p t e r ,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Greed and 
ignorance

Sir Alexander Mackenzie travelled down 
the river now sharing his name in 1789. Sev-
eral decades later Sir John Franklin, another 
major explorer, named it after Sir Alex.  

The river is the longest in Canada, and 
its drainage basin covers 20 per cent of our 
country. Some call it the Amazon of the 
north because of its major environmental 
impact.

It also drains the area we now call the 
Alberta Tarsands.

If he were alive today, Sir Alex would be 
outraged to have his name attached to a 
river and basin that is rapidly becoming a 
tarsands sewer.

I am a distant relative of Sir Alex, and I 
would choose to speak for him and pro-
pose that his name be withdrawn from 
the river.

The river might then revert to its origi-
nal name — as  it was named by Macken-
zie — and become known as the River of 
Disappointment.

Sir Alex was mightily disappointed 
when he found where the river took him. 
We will also be mightily disappointed 
when we see where tarsands greed and 
ignorance take us.

It is a much more apt name for the river.
ron MacKenzie,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Propaganda 
Has anyone else noticed how many B.C. 

“Liberal” government ads are running on 
local media?

It’s one more extreme example of 
shameless self-promotion and of course 
at taxpayer expense. More reinforce-
ment of Premier Christy Clark and her 
cohorts’ recent budget agenda. Does any-
one know what all this blatant propaganda 
really costs? 

This is only the latest attempt to propa-
gate their distorted view of reality. Con-
tinually repeating a lie will not make it true, 
Ms. Clark. The budget for these ads would 
buy a lot of bus passes for those on disabil-
ity assistance that had them taken away 
by a heartless/soulless  Clark government. 

I am very clear on how I feel about this 
abuse. Stop this waste.
DaviD L. MerKe,
S a l t  S p r i n g  

Firefighter wages 
‘just wrong’

To hell with motherhood issues, sitting 
on the fence and fear. This is wrong! 

Here is a list of the top paid Salt Spring 
Island Fire Protection District firemen and 
their wages and pension plan benefits 
for 2015. This information was obtained 
through the Freedom of Information Act. 

• Lieutenant Ken Akerman, $144,492.49 
(regular hours 1820, shift extension 2.75, 
P.O.C. hours 185.25, standby duty hours 
996);

• Fire Chief Tom Bremner, $135,525.95 
(regular hours 1876, standby duty hours 82);

• Acting Chief Arjuna George, 
$141,093.40 (regular hours 1820, P.O.C. 
hours 149.50, standby duty 49);

• Assistant Fire Chief Jamie Holmes, 
$157,211.88 (regular hours 1820, shift 
extension 2, P.I.C. hours 127.25, standby 
duty hours 946);

• Lieutenant Cody Hunsberger, 
$134,527.42 (regular hours 1820, P.O.C. 
hours 191.75, standby duty hours 1067);

• Captain Dale Lundy, $135,961.02 (reg-
ular hours 1820, shift extension 5, P.O.C. 
hours 147.5, standby duty hours 408);

•  Firef ighter  Warren Nuyens, 
$109,312.80 (regular hours 1820, shift 
extension 6.75, P.O.C. hours 172.25, stand-
by duty hours 869);

• Lieutenant Mitchell  Sherrin, 
$148,447.26 (regular hours 1820, shift 
extension 5.5, P.O.C. hours 174.75, stand-
by duty hours 1128). 

I would like to thank the fire trustees for 
their stamina in dealing with these and 
other issues. The trustees don’t get paid. 
BrUce MiLLS, 
S a l t  S p r i n g  

Can we all be ‘a little bit more Arvid?’

As expected, Fulford Hall was jam-
packed on Sunday afternoon for 
Arvid Chalmers’ memorial.

The mix of people sharing mem-
ories and thoughts in words and 
music appropriately touched all cor-
ners of Arvid’s lives on Salt Spring 
and in Melaque. Laughter and crowd 
singing featured prominently. He 
would have been pleased.

I want to add something to Sid 
Filkow’s presentation, though. I 
know how complete accuracy must 
be sacrificed for brevity (and a supe-
rior story), but do not believe Sid 
when he says that he and Arvid had 
no clue what their shows would be 
about before they went on stage. 
They always came by the Driftwood 
office a couple of weeks in advance 
of opening night to get the creative 
ball rolling, flinging out scraps of 
ideas, which I dutifully scribbled 
down for a promo story while we 
all cracked up at the crazy stuff they 
came up with. They needed an audi-
ence to tap into their funny veins 
and I was usually it for the early part 
of the process. I’m going to miss that.

In the market the day before the 
Fulford Hall event I had a chat with 
an islander I’ve known for a long time 
but not talked to much for years. We 
both said it was hard to believe we 
would never see Arv again. She said 

she had wondered who could possi-
bly be “the next Arvid” for Salt Spring. 
While she knew it couldn’t be her, 
she suggested that if we could all be 
“a little bit more Arvid” — meaning 
more friendly, caring and willing to 

give each other double-sided hugs 
— the void might not be so huge.

She’s right. Arvid left such a lega-
cy of love for us to make our com-
munity an even better place than it 
already is. Let’s not lose that.

MOrE lEttErs  
continued from 7

PhotoS bY GAIL SjubERG 

At top, from left, Arvid Chalmers’ granddaughter Kaya, daughters Zoe 
and Kirsty smile as former wife and dear friend Kerry shares a funny sen-
timent during the celebration of life at Fulford hall on Sunday. Above, 
Sid Filkow, talks about life on and off stage with Arvid. 

Other WISE

gail
Sjuberg
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SALT SPRING 
CONCERT BAND

DAWN HAGE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

AWAKENINGS
ARTSPRING
FRIDAY, APRIL 29
7:30 PM

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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Dr. James Buchan
Medical School Awards

Under a trust under the will of 
Dr. James Buchan, provision 
is made for annual awards to 
former students of Gulf Islands 
Secondary School who are 
attending an accredited medical 
school on a full time basis. The 
trustee may review a variety of 
criteria including:
•	 Academic	excellence
•	 Financial	need	or
•	 Leadership	qualities	

and school/community 
involvement.

This award may be renewable 
in	subsequent	years,	should	the	
student wish to re-apply. The 
value of the awards may vary.

Final	 deadline	 for	 applications	
(letter, resume, transcripts of 
marks, letters of reference and 
income information) is May 27, 
2016	to	the	Counselling	Office	
at GISS.

Salt Spring has two-tiered medical delivery system
by CURT FIRESTONE 

Everyone who lives on Salt 
Spring Island knows a neigh-
bour who does not have a doc-
tor. It is an epidemic. 

Some members of the com-
munity have given up. They 
know that the B.C.  Medical 
Services Plan fails them.

According to a Salt Spring 
Island Community Ser vices 
survey, 41 per cent of residents 
using the SSICS food bank do 
not have a family doctor. Food 
bank clients are on the lowest 
rung of the economic ladder. 
They are the people that need 
our help the most. They have 
to contend with health issues 
and environmental issues that 
many of  us wil l  never face. 
Yet 41 per cent of them are 
forced to call the Lady Minto 
Hospital emergency services 
department their primary care 
provider. Something is wrong 
here.

There have been medical 
doctors  leaving Salt  Spring 
over the last few years with no 
replacements. Some patients 
were absorbed into existing 
medical practices,  but most 
people are camped on wait 
lists in every single doctor’s 
office. 

Salt  Spring Island lacks a 
coordinated wait list. The local 
family  doctor  organizat ion 
could and should work with 
the community to create and 
manage an island-wide family 
doctor wait list. Without this 
one-stop wait list, the profes-
sionals have only a guess at 
the magnitude of the problem.

Most doctors have no idea 
how many patients are in their 
practice and how many island-
ers are waiting or going off-
island for medical  services. 
Last year,  the local doctors’ 
organization guessed that any-
where from 18 to 35 per cent of 
islanders wait for acceptance 
as patients.  

When a  woman wants  to 
get  a  routine mammogram, 
she is asked for the name of 
her family doctor. No family 
doctor, no mammogram. No 
mammogram could mean that 
there is no detection of breast 
cancer. How many islanders 
have given money to help fight 
breast cancer only to be told: 

“no family doctor, no mammo-
gram?” Does this sound like 
a modern western industrial 
country or a third-world coun-
try?

S o  w h e r e  d o  o u r  f e l l ow 
islanders go for service? Two 
of our elected representatives 
have no family doctor and use 
urgent care centres for medi-
cal services. Some new resi-
dents from other B.C. com-
munities continue to use their 
family doctor in their former 
home community. Other new 
residents use the Lady Minto 
emergency room or go to Van-
couver Is land’s  urgent care 
centres. The ER on Salt Spring 
is really an outpatient urgent 
care service that also manages 
emergencies.  

Look at the sad state of the 
Lady Minto emergency room. 
The local family practice doc-
tors take time away from their 
practices to staff this urgent 
care centre. If  Island Health 
would hire  24-hour/seven-
day-a-week emergency/urgent 
c a re  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  n u r s e 
practitioners, just think of the 
time that would be freed up 
for family doctors to accept 
more patients. 

Then there is the absence 
of privacy in the Lady Minto 
urgent care centre.  A drape 
d o e s  n o t  p r ov i d e  p r i v a c y. 
When you share your medi-
cal issue with a doctor, rest 
assured that the people on the 
other side of the drape hear 
every word. If you are naked 
and in serious condition as 
the staff runs in and out of the 

draped area, privacy gets com-
promised further.

Did you know that the Lady 
Minto Foundation is  sitting 
on mil l ions  of  dol lars  that 
could be used to remodel the 
Lady Minto emergency room/
u rg e n t  c a re  c e n t re ?  Is l a n d 
Health ( for merly  known as 
VIHA) has never given the go 
ahead.  

We  a l l  l ov e  h a v i n g  L a d y 
Minto Hospital here. It is the 
centre of our medical deliv-
ery services system. It is part 
of the Victoria-based Island 
Health. However, there is no 
local  advisor y board.  There 
should be a local group that 
a c t u a l l y  w o r k s  w i t h  L a d y 
Minto to assist Island Health 
with meeting and planning for 
local health service needs.  

Two of the on-island organi-
zations that have as their mis-
sion to improve the delivery 
of medical services are: 1. A 
local  chapter  of  the Rural/
Remote Family Practice Divi-
sion. Their website says that 
“they work together to cre-
ate the best possible primary 
care for their community of 
patients.” 2. The Salt Spring 
Health Advancement Coali-
tion. While formed out of a 
need for more family doctors, 
they now have focused their 
attention to mental health and 
senior services. Both organi-
zations have maintained a low 
profile.

What needs to be done?  
1. Salt Spring Island needs 

a community health centre. A 
health centre is a multi-dis-
ciplinary service with nurse 
practitioners, a medical doc-
t o r,  s o c i a l  w o r k e r,  m e n t a l 
health professional ,  nurses 
and possibly a health system 
navigator to help people find 
and receive the services that 
they need. Other Gulf Islands 
and Vancouver Island com-
munities have Island Health 
operated and staffed health 
centres; why not Salt Spring?

2.  The Ministr y of  Health 
needs to take responsibility 
for insuring that communities 
like Salt Spring have the health 

services that the BC Medical 
Services Plan was created to 
provide.

3.  Is land Health needs to 
pay attention to  the needs 
of Salt Spring Island. Island 
Health recently reorganized 
again.  Salt  Spring Island is 
now part of the Cowichan Val-
ley health delivery area. Let’s 
insure that this new organi-
zational assignment results in 
Island Health providing more 
and better organized services. 
Alice Gelpke is the IH execu-
tive who is responsible. Let’s 
invi te  her  to  a  community 
town hall meeting.

4 .  B. C .  s h o u l d  m a n d a t e 
that  cr it ical-needs patients 
get priority service. This is a 
difficult position to take, but 
when resources are not avail-
able, certain populations must 
come to the front of the line. 
I propose that at a minimum, 
B.C. must deliver comprehen-
sive medical and health ser-
vices to:

A. All  people with chronic 
medical diagnoses, including 
mental  i l lness and alcohol/
drug dependency;

B. All people under the age 
of 12;

C. All  people over the age 
of 65.

No MD, no hospital, no den-
tist,  no health care provider 
shall refuse to put anyone in 
these three groups in their 
patient caseload. If necessary, 
people outside the mandated 
groupings will be put on wait 
lists.  

Yes, this creates a two-tiered 
system. But we already have a 
two-tiered system. The change 
mandates that our most health 
needy neighbours should be 
the ones who get priority. If we 
have a government that does 
not have the economic means 
to provide medical and health 
services to all, then for heav-
en’s sake first take care of the 
neediest.

How  l o n g  s h o u l d  a  re s i -
dent  have to  wait  for  spe-
c i a l i z e d  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ? 
How long should quality of 
life be impaired? A month or 
two, maybe. Certainly not six 
months or more. The lack of 
specialized physician services 
is a national embarrassment. 

Rants
If we can’t get two of the only three 

racquet sport organizations on Salt 
Spring Island to cooperate, then there is 
no hope for world peace. Harry Burton 

Roses
Copper roses and thank yous to David 

and David at Mouat’s Home Hardware for 
the generous donation of garden hoses 
and watering wands for the Copper Kettle 

Community Garden’s 2016 growing sea-
son. Together we are community growing 
for community. Copper roses to Rick and 
the Country Grocer Folk for your help 
with our community garden. You rock! 
Copper Kettle folk

Bouquets of sunshiny gratitude to Lisa 
and her kindness team at “The Barn.” 
Our guests appreciated safe refuge while 
a hydro crew restored power and cleared 
downed lines. Jill and Duart

A wheelbarrow full of poppies to Lawrie 
Neish for donating his time and expertise 

to do engraving of plaques for us. Thank 
you. Legion Branch 92, Salt Spring

Thousands of origami roses to Carl 
Graham of Contour Grafix for donating 
his time to cut all that paper for the Salt 
Spring Middle School origami enthusi-
asts. Origami Mommy

A big bouquet of sweetheart roses to 
the mystery person who found my ID 
cards in the Country Grocer parking lot 
and kindly delivered them to my door. 
You are the best!  

A bouquet of roses to Haidee McMillan 
and the Beaver Point Hall committee:  
thank you for making our tracking 
course a success! Salt Spring Search 
& Rescue

It clearly says that we do not 
educate enough doctors. We do 
not provide specialized doctors 
with the tools that they need. 
B.C. should be providing medi-
cal education for free in return 
for a time commitment of ser-
vice to the people.

B.C. should be providing the 
resources necessary for health 
care services to be rendered to 
all. B.C. needs to stop this trend 
of slipping into being a third-
world medical services provid-
er. We are not there yet, but we 
must turn this around. 

In a  21st-centur y countr y, 
health care is a right, not a priv-
ilege. Canada led 50 years ago 
and it can lead again.  

As our MP Elizabeth May said 
recently, “It is no longer enough 
to watch Canada’s health sys-
tem decline, it is time to reverse 
it.”

The writer a retired commu-
nity mental health executive. 
He was an active member of the 
former Salt  Spring Physician 
Recruitment Committee.

How long should a 
resident have to wait 
for specialized 
medical services? How 
long should quality 
of life be impaired?  A 
month or two, maybe. 
Certainly not six 
months or more.

GUESTColumn

RanTS and Roses



Wed. Apr 20
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GISPA Presents Pinocchio. 
The Gulf Islands School of 
Performing Arts presents origi-
nal adaptation of Carlo Collodi 
story in fusion of music, dance 
and theatre. ArtSpring. 7:30 
p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

SSI Painters Guild Art 
Workshops and Life 
Drawing. 
Every Wednesday to May 4. 
ArtSpring Gallery. 9:30 a.m.
Free Genealogy Research. 
Family History Library is open 
Wednesdays at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
on Vesuvius Bay Road from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 7 
to 9 p.m. 
Bittancourt House Museum. 
Open Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 
through June 30 at the Farmers’ 
Institute grounds.
Physician-assisted Dying: 
Will B.C. Be Ready? 
Dying With Dignity event at 
Salt Spring Public Library. 1:30 
to 3 p.m.  
Hadwin’s Judgement Film 
Screening. 
A National Canadian Film Day 
presentation. The Fritz Movie 
Theatre. 7 p.m.  
Poker Night at the Local. 
Hosted by Rebekah every 
Wednesday at The Local. Sign 
up by 6:30 p.m. Start playing 
at 7 p.m.  
Songjam.
Pub-style sing-along to the 
soundtracks of our lives. Moby’s 
Pub. 8 p.m.

Thur. Apr 21
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GISPA Presents Pinocchio.
See Wednesday’s listing.
Open Mic Night with Ross 
& Dave.
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub. 
8 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Green Drinks. 
At Moby’s Pub. 5 to 8 p.m.  
Salt Spring Chamber Mixer. 
A SS Chamber member and 
guest mixer at the Hastings 
House verandah room co-
hosted by the SSI Conservancy. 
5 to 7 p.m. 
Mouat’s Clothing Fashion 
Show. 
With MC John Bateman at 
Mouat’s Clothing. 6 to 8:30 p.m., 
with fashion show beginning at 
6:30 p.m. 
Awaken Yoga. 
Special class on Aquarian 
Sadhana. Salt Spring Island 
Wellness Centre. Warm-ups and 
Kundalini Asana Kriyas 5 to 6 
a.m., chanting meditation 6 to 
7 a.m. 

Fri. Apr 22
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Richard Cross. 
Live music by local talented 
musicians, plus free appies 
made by Dagwoods Restaurant. 
The Local bar. 5 to 8 p.m.
Compassion Gorilla.  
Worldbeat/Latin/folk/dance 
band at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

Fri. Apr 22
 ACTIVITIES

Earth Day Celebration in 
Centennial Park. 
Performances, eco activities for 
kids, arts, vendors, great food, 
E-vehicle demos and more. Free 
yoga at the gazebo starts at 7 
a.m. Stage runs from 11 a.m.z 
to 5:30 p.m. with a DJ dance 
party finale.
Earth Day Film. 
Screening of The Future of 
Energy: Lateral Power to the 
People. Mahon Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
Connected to the April 23 
Community Energy Conference.  

Sat. Apr 23
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Live Music at the Local. 
Local musicians every Saturday 
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.  
The Costners. 
Live band at the Legion. 7 to 
10 p.m.  
Shakespeare’s Wake. 
Chris Humphreys and a troupe 
of merry players celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s death with an 
evening of scenes, songs, son-
nets and swordplay. Bar sales 
open 6:30 p.m., show starts at 
7:30.  
Aidan Miller. 
Live dance/rock music at Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m. 

Sat. Apr 23
 ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market in the 
Park. 
In Centennial Park. 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 
Community Energy 
Conference. 
Theme is ‘Creating a Low-carbon 
Future,’ with a focus on oppor-
tunities for community solar, 
energy efficiency for homes and 
businesses, practical renewable 
energy technologies and zero 
carbon transportation with 
electric bikes and vehicles. Gulf 
Islands Secondary School. Doors 
open at 8:30 a.m. for coffee 
and networking. Speakers and 
workshops 9:30 a.m to 4:45 pm, 
followed by a social.
Gulf Islands Seniors 
Residence Association AGM.  
Annual general meeting at the 
Meadowbrook Lounge. 10 a.m. 
Salt Spring Garden Club 
Plant Sale.
Farmers’ Institute. 1 to 3 p.m.

Sun. Apr 24
 ACTIVITIES

Unitarian Fellowship. 
Singing service with Barb 
Slater at the Salt Spring Seniors 
Centre. All ages welcome. 10:30 
a.m.  
Water Budget Workshops. 
Learn water-saving techniques 
for gardening at free sessions 
with Marsha Goldberg of 
Eagleridge Seeds. 219 Eagle 
Ridge Dr. 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

Sun. Apr 24
 ACTIVITIES

GLOSSI AGM. 
Annual general meeting of Gays 
and Lesbians of Salt Spring 
Island. Harbour House Hotel. 
2 p.m.
Salt Spring United Over-35s 
Provincials Soccer Game. 
Men’s team plays against Peace 
Arch team at Portlock Park. 
3:15 p.m. 

Mon. Apr 25
 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Transportation 
Commission. 
Regular business meeting. 
Portock Park portable. 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. 
Salt Spring Toastmasters 
Public Speaking Club. 
Practice skills and have fun, 
following the Toastmasters 
International program structure. 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic 
Church. 7 p.m.

Tue. Apr 26
 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Literacy’s Spring 
Tea. Tea, goodies, silent auc-
tion and performance poetry 
from Taryn Muldoon and Nedjo 
Rogers. Lions Hall. 2 p.m. 
North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District AGM. 
Annual general meeting at 
Community Gospel Chapel. 7 
p.m. 

Wed. Apr 27
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Vetta Chamber Music. 
Vancouver chamber group 
celebrates its 30th anniver-
sary with a performance of 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and a 
special commission composed 
by Jeffrey Ryan in collabora-
tion with aboriginal story-
teller Rosemary Georgeson. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Golf & Country 
Club AGM. 
Annual general meeting at the 
clubhouse. 5:30 p.m.
Hacking the Human Brain 
with Ken Lee. 
An entertaining presentation 
explaining the evolution and 
architecture of our brains. Salt 
Spring Library Program Room. 
6 p.m.

Wed. Apr 27
 ACTIVITIES

Survive Outside 
Presentation. 
Presentation by Tudor Davies 
and others from the local Search 
and Rescue Team with advice 
that will benefit everyone who 
explores trails and the outdoors, 
plus a short presentation on the 
Salt Spring Island tick problem. 
Lions Hall. 7 p.m.
Tree and Shrub Pruning. 
A presentation by Gordon 
Mackay to the Salt Spring 
Garden Club at Meaden Hall. 
7 p.m.   
Free Genealogy Research. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SSI Painters Guild Art 
Workshops and Life 
Drawing. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
Poker Night at the Local. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Songjam.
See last Wednesday’s listing. 

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Salt Spring Literacy 

 Spring Tea 
Featuring performance poets Taryn Muldoon & Nedjo Rogers 

Tuesday, April 26th 
Lions Hall • 2 p.m.   

Reserve seats through SS Literacy at 250-537-9717

Saltspring Driftwood Ad April 20  What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

  CINEMA

• Deadpool — Wade Wilson is subjected to an experiment that leaves him with 
accelerated healing powers, and adopts the alter ego Deadpool. With new abilities and a 
twisted sense of humour, he hunts down the man who nearly destroyed his life.
• Hadwin’s Judgment — a National Canadian Film Day screening of the compelling    
docudrama about the events that led up to the infamous destruction of a 300-year-old tree 
held sacred by the Haida nation of Haida Gwaii. One show only on Wed., April 20 at 7 p.m. 
• In The Gallery: Florence and the Uffizi Gallery — Explore the city of Florence, 
artistic home to Michelangelo, Raphael, Leonardo and Botticelli, with a detailed, central 
chapter dedicated to the Uffizi Gallery, containing their masterpieces. Thurs., April 28, 3 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Advance tix Fri.-Tues., 6 to 7 p.m

  EXHIBITIONS

• Gallery 8 presents Symbolically 8, a spring exhibition of work by all gallery artists and 
a 7th-anniversary celebration. Exhibit runs through May 13.
• Imprints 2016, a multi-artist exhibition of woodcuts, linocuts, etchings, engravings, 
lithographs and fine letterpress art books, runs at Duthie Gallery until May 15. Gallery 
open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.driftwoodgul� slandsmedia.
com/calendar/events/

view our online comprehensive 
interactive calendar of events listings

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Starts Friday April 29th.

The Front Row Centre 
Event  

Thursday April 28th 3pm 
matinee and 7pm show. 

Advance tickets at 
The Cinema 6-7pm 
Friday to Tuesday.

and the

Gallery

April 22- 26  
Fri. to Tues. 7pm

A special National 
Canada Film Day.  

One show only  
Wed. April 20th   7:00pm.

HADWIN'S
JUDGEMENT

1 hr 40 min
Rating: 14A

• The Point Gallery on South Ridge Road shows Empty Windows, photographs by 
Seth Berkowitz, in the lower gallery, and Still Here, paintings by M.E. Sparks, in the 
upper gallery. Show continues through April on Thursdays through Mondays, 1 to 5 
p.m., or by appointment at 250-653-0089. 
• Richard York presents Terra Incognita, An Exploration of Place Through Woodcuts at 
the Salt Spring Library Program Room until April 30.
• KiZmit hosts a duo show of wood sculpture by Roger Warren and watercolours 
by Margaret Threlfall through the month of April during KiZmit opening hours, 
Thursdays through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.-ish.
• Sam Lightman and Maureen Milburn present Images of Hawaii in the ArtSpring 
lobby through April during ArtSpring hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
and when evening or weekend events are taking place. 
• Margaret Benmore and Margaret Ann Argiro exhibit Windows, Doors, 
Passageways and Stairs, photos from around the world that explore the architectural 
elements of design, at the Harbour House Hotel through April.
• Salt Spring Gallery artists have work hanging in Island Savings. 
• Natasha Bawlf has paintings at Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.
• SOLID shows African art by Louise Adele. 
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by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936
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view our online 

comprehensive interactive 
calendar of events listings

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
we are YOUR go-to-place for 

everything happening on Salt Spring

www.driftwoodgul� slandsmedia.com/calendar/

Tickets at SS Books and Cafe Talia
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OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK    
250.537.5551    

MONDAY-SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 
SUNDAYS 10 AM - 5PM

MOUAT’S
MOUAT’S

MOUAT’S

Home Owners helping HomeownersTM

MO T’SMO

Prep to Paint or 
Prep to Enjoy

$1599
only

ECOLOGY 

Long Harbour Road broom project shares � ndings 

Cutting plants to 
ground level beats 
pulling

BY JANE PETCH
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Although the sign on Long 
Harbour Road says “Broom 
Removal Site,” it could just as 

well read “Native Plant Resto-
ration Site.”

Five years ago, members 
of the Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy’s stewardship 
committee decided to find 
out how difficult it would 
be to remove very densely 
growing broom from an 
island roadway and keep it 
broom-free.

With the help of Main-
road, volunteers selected a 
demonstration site on Long 
Harbour Road, not far from 
the Upper Ganges Road 
junction. They hauled truck-
loads of broom, all in fl ower, 
to the Invasive Weed Drop-
off event.

In 2013 they returned and 
cut more broom, expanding 
the cut to between two tel-
ephone poles. In the follow-
ing two years they expanded 
the area again. They also 
welcomed the Rotary Club’s 
attention to the adjacent 
plot. 

On April 15 of this year, 
volunteers returned to 
monitor the area and cut 
any remaining broom. Sev-
eral lessons came out of this 
experiment. 

First, broom that was not 
cut to ground level simply 
re-sprouted and had to be 
cut again. 

Secondly, cutting rather 
than pulling meant less 
disturbance of the soil and 
fewer germinating seeds. 

There were large areas that 
were completely broom-
free, even of seedlings. At 
the end of four hours, in an 
area that spanned three tel-
ephone poles, there was not 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES 

EVs: they’re ‘for the birds’
Lesser-known advantages 
outlined  

BY JIM STANDEN
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

Electric vehicles are appearing every-
where. And we on Salt Spring Island are 
on the front edge of this innovative and 
eco-friendly technological wave. 

But few realize that EVs have many 
understated or even unknown advan-
tages. Here are a few that might be of 
interest to you:

• They can be parked on extremely 
dry grass during a drought and not have 
a hot exhaust pipe that could ignite a 
fire. Given our summer last year, that is 
comforting.

• They can be a substantial source 
of silent power during and after emer-
gencies (think air beds, electric blan-
kets, medical equipment, hot chocolate, 
lighting, etc.)

• They can be displayed in a show-
room, such as the Nissan Leaf dis-
played in the lobby at Island Savings last 
year. Previous show cars that were not 
electric gave off smells and gases and 
that did not work well with the staff or 
customers.

• You can “idle” in the “no idling” 
zones. 

• They are really quiet, so the police 
can use them to sneak up on the bad 
guys.

But here is one thing that is an exten-

sion to that last item. Regular cars are 
noisy (like, try to find a quite moment 
in downtown Vancouver, along Fulford-
Ganges Road or on the outside deck at 
TJ Beans). What I learned in the film 
called The Messenger, shown at the 
recent 17th annual Salt Spring Film Fes-
tival, is that song birds use their calls to 
mate, and if those calls are not heard 
or even if they are misunderstood, the 
bird population can greatly suffer. With 
global bird populations in decline for 
a host of other reasons, EVs provide an 
opportunity.  

I am proud to own one of the over 70 
electric vehicles travelling the roads of 
Salt Spring Island in close to silence, 
reducing our overall noise pollution and 
helping our song birds. I recommend 
that all lovers of birds and birding, and 
nature in general, consider doing the 
same.

If you are interested in learning more 
about EVs, free EV test drives will be 
provided by local owners and Motor-
ize Auto Direct on Earth Day, April 22, 
at Centennial Park, from 12:30 till 5:30 
p.m. 

Additional detailed information can 
be obtained at the Community Energy 
Conference at GISS from a session pro-
vided by Julian and Cam of Motorize 
Auto Direct from 11:20 to 12:20 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 23. Existing and poten-
tial new owners may be interested in the 
charging panel discussion from 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m.

eco friendly alternative
to traditional health care

• acupuncture • balance • nutrition • healing

Nurture your body’s natural ability to heal itself and thrive 
through the power of botanical medicine and detoxi� cation.

Patrick

Island Natural Health
Naturopathic Clinic
250.537.0035  info@islandnaturalhealth.ca
190 Long Harbour Road, Salt Spring Island Dr. Patrick Callas

enough broom to fi ll the back 
of an SUV. 

A young landscaper and 
property manager drove by 
and stopped to talk. His own 
experience cutting broom in 
bloom in an area the size of 
half a football fi eld confi rmed 
the Long Harbour site fi nd-

ings. He said it took two years 
to get the broom-covered 
property back to the point 
where the only task was pick-
ing small seedlings.

On the Long Harbour site, 
the native plants are return-
ing, including bald-hipped  
roses, Oregon grape, licorice 

fern, blue-eyed Mary, mon-
key flower, yarrow, ocean 
spray and miner’s lettuce. 
Interestingly, as an area not 
intensively gardened, road-
ways can be a refuge for 
native plants, and beautiful 
as well, once the broom is 
gone.

PHOTO BY DONNA MARTIN 

From left, Salt Spring Conservancy stewardship committee 
members Jane Petch and Frances Hill install sign in Long 
Harbour broom removal demonstration area. 
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Join us for our next Member and Guest Mixer!
HASTINGS HOUSE COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL

Thursday, April 21st from 5-7
Free to attend!  Prizes, appies and cash bar. Co-hosted by the 

Salt Spring Conservancy. Learn about 1% for Salt Spring Wild Places!

Custom Framing
for Every Masterpiece

Give your one-of-a-kind 

artwork the attention it 

deserves.

3-121 McPhillips Avenue 
250-537-9917 
applephoto@saltspring.com

20% off
Any Complete 
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Providing conscientious,
caring,

non-partisan
service.

1370 Wain Road, N. Saanich, BC 250-656-0384

W W W. R u S S e l l N u R S e Ry. C o m

• We are growers of quality  
trees, Japanese maples, shrubs, 
roses and perennials.

• More interested in edibles? 
We love food too and can supply 
seasonal veggie starts and even a 
greenhouse to grow them in.

• Bring us your questions and let 
us help with the decision-making. 
We can ensure you leave with the 
plants best suited to your needs.

• It’s well worth the drive!

Quality Plants
Knowledgeable Staff

1370 Wain Road, 
N. Saanich, BC 
250-656-0384

WWW.RUSSELLNURSERY.COM

•  We are growers of quality  trees, Japanese maples, 
shrubs, roses and perennials.

•  More interested in edibles? We love food too and 
can supply seasonal veggie starts and even a 
greenhouse to grow them in.

•  Bring us your questions and let us help with the 
decision-making. We can ensure you leave with the 
plants best suited to your needs.

•  Well worth the ferry trip - very close to Swartz Bay!

•  We are growers of quality  trees, Japanese maples, 

Quality Plants 
Knowledgeable Staff 

please proof 
read all copy 
carefully as 
all copy has 
been re-set

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

immediate response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

  �lossom �estival

Fraser’s Thimble Farms

250-537-5788  9:00-4:30
175 Arbutus Road, Southey Pt. Daily

For all your gardening 
needs come visit our 

3.5 acre nursery. 
We have a huge selection 
of perennials, shrubs, trees, 

vegetable starts, 
berries and much more.

Growing for islanders for 43 years.

          5410 T.C.H. Duncan~250-748-8171
1970 Keating Cross Rd. Sannich~250-652-9188

Our Business is Blooming

100% Canadian

Be a hero and help save lives.  
Call us! 250-537-2123

Low-cost Spay/Neuter vouchers 
available at your local SPCA. available at your local SPCA. available at your local SPCA. 

Ad Sponsored by Murakami Auto Collision
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Unit 15-315 Upper Ganges Rd

778-353-2253
rollingpinproductions@gmail.com

 

Salt Spring’s Little Pie Shop

Mon - Fri 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-3pm

Unit 15 - 315 Upper Ganges Rd
778-353-2253

rollingpinproductions@gmail.com

local rhubarb 
featured on our 
menu this week

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20

7:30 pm - GISPA Presents Pinocchio. ArtSpring.

8 pm  -  SongJam at Moby’s Pub. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 21

7:30 pm - GISPA Presents Pinocchio. ArtSpring.

8 pm  -  Open Mic at Moby’s Pub.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22

7 am  - 5:30 pm  -  Earth Day Celebration 
in Centennial Park. 

5 - 8 pm  -  Richard Cross. The Local. 

7:30 pm - The Future of Energy: 
Lateral Power to the People � lm at Mahon Hall. 

9 pm - Compassion Gorilla. Moby’s Pub. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23

8:30 am - 5 pm  -  Community Energy Conference 
at GISS. 

1 - 3 pm - SS Garden Club Plant Sale. 
Farmers’ Institute.

2:30 - 5:30 pm  -  Live Music at the Local.
7:30 pm  -  Shakespeare’s Wake. ArtSpring.

9 pm - Aidan Miller. Moby’s Pub.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26

2 pm - Salt Spring Literacy Spring Tea 
featuring performance poets Taryn Muldoon 

and Nedjo Rogers. Lions Hall. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27

6 pm  -  Hacking the Human Brain with Ken Lee. 
Salt Spring Library. 

7:30 pm  -  Vetta Chamber Music presents 
Seasons. ArtSpring. 

8 pm  -  SongJam at Moby’s Pub.

THURSDAY, APRIL 28

7:30 pm  -  Live Theatre: The Trois-Rivieres Tales. 
Mahon Hall. 

8 pm  -  Open Mic at Moby’s Pub.

FRIDAY, APRIL 29

5 - 8 pm  -  The Costners at The Local.

7:30 pm  -  Awakenings: SS Concert Band Concert. 
ArtSpring. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 30

9 am - 12:30 pm  -  Sailing Club Marine Swap Meet. 

10 am - 11:45 pm  -  Met Opera Broadcast: 
Elektra. ArtSpring. 

1- 4 pm  -  Death Cafe. Start at SS Cemetery. 
Then to ArtSpring lobby. 

2 - 4 pm - Evan Mann Luthier Open House. 
357 Upper Ganges Rd.

2:30 - 5:30 pm  -  Live Music at The Local.

Here are some of the special events taking place during the Salt Spring Blooms 
month of April. For more details, see the Driftwood’s calendar at www.driftwood-

gul� slandsmedia.com/calendar. 
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join us for a fashion show
featuring our favourite looks for spring + summer

THURSDAY, APRIL 21st
6:00 - 8:30pm

Coastal Paintings
the art of Jill Louise Campbell

Seaside 
Original Paintings    Canvas Art Prints  

  www.jlcgallery.com

THIRD
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greenhouse to grow them in.

• Bring us your questions and let 
us help with the decision-making. 
We can ensure you leave with the 
plants best suited to your needs.

• It’s well worth the drive!

Quality Plants
Knowledgeable Staff

1370 Wain Road, 
N. Saanich, BC 
250-656-0384

WWW.RUSSELLNURSERY.COM

•  We are growers of quality  trees, Japanese maples, 
shrubs, roses and perennials.

•  More interested in edibles? We love food too and 
can supply seasonal veggie starts and even a 
greenhouse to grow them in.

•  Bring us your questions and let us help with the 
decision-making. We can ensure you leave with the 
plants best suited to your needs.

•  Well worth the ferry trip - very close to Swartz Bay!

•  We are growers of quality  trees, Japanese maples, 

Quality Plants 
Knowledgeable Staff 
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Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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  �lossom �estival

Fraser’s Thimble Farms

250-537-5788  9:00-4:30
175 Arbutus Road, Southey Pt. Daily

For all your gardening 
needs come visit our 

3.5 acre nursery. 
We have a huge selection 
of perennials, shrubs, trees, 

vegetable starts, 
berries and much more.

Growing for islanders for 43 years.

          5410 T.C.H. Duncan~250-748-8171
1970 Keating Cross Rd. Sannich~250-652-9188

Our Business is Blooming

100% Canadian

Be a hero and help save lives.  
Call us! 250-537-2123

Low-cost Spay/Neuter vouchers 
available at your local SPCA. available at your local SPCA. available at your local SPCA. 

Ad Sponsored by Murakami Auto Collision

- Salt Spring's Little Pie Shop -

Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-3pm

Unit 15-315 Upper Ganges Rd

778-353-2253
rollingpinproductions@gmail.com

 

Salt Spring’s Little Pie Shop

Mon - Fri 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-3pm

Unit 15 - 315 Upper Ganges Rd
778-353-2253

rollingpinproductions@gmail.com

local rhubarb 
featured on our 
menu this week

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20

7:30 pm - GISPA Presents Pinocchio. ArtSpring.

8 pm  -  SongJam at Moby’s Pub. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 21

7:30 pm - GISPA Presents Pinocchio. ArtSpring.

8 pm  -  Open Mic at Moby’s Pub.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22

7 am  - 5:30 pm  -  Earth Day Celebration 
in Centennial Park. 

5 - 8 pm  -  Richard Cross. The Local. 

7:30 pm - The Future of Energy: 
Lateral Power to the People � lm at Mahon Hall. 

9 pm - Compassion Gorilla. Moby’s Pub. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23

8:30 am - 5 pm  -  Community Energy Conference 
at GISS. 

1 - 3 pm - SS Garden Club Plant Sale. 
Farmers’ Institute.

2:30 - 5:30 pm  -  Live Music at the Local.
7:30 pm  -  Shakespeare’s Wake. ArtSpring.

9 pm - Aidan Miller. Moby’s Pub.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26

2 pm - Salt Spring Literacy Spring Tea 
featuring performance poets Taryn Muldoon 

and Nedjo Rogers. Lions Hall. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27

6 pm  -  Hacking the Human Brain with Ken Lee. 
Salt Spring Library. 

7:30 pm  -  Vetta Chamber Music presents 
Seasons. ArtSpring. 

8 pm  -  SongJam at Moby’s Pub.

THURSDAY, APRIL 28

7:30 pm  -  Live Theatre: The Trois-Rivieres Tales. 
Mahon Hall. 

8 pm  -  Open Mic at Moby’s Pub.

FRIDAY, APRIL 29

5 - 8 pm  -  The Costners at The Local.

7:30 pm  -  Awakenings: SS Concert Band Concert. 
ArtSpring. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 30

9 am - 12:30 pm  -  Sailing Club Marine Swap Meet. 

10 am - 11:45 pm  -  Met Opera Broadcast: 
Elektra. ArtSpring. 

1- 4 pm  -  Death Cafe. Start at SS Cemetery. 
Then to ArtSpring lobby. 

2 - 4 pm - Evan Mann Luthier Open House. 
357 Upper Ganges Rd.

2:30 - 5:30 pm  -  Live Music at The Local.

Here are some of the special events taking place during the Salt Spring Blooms 
month of April. For more details, see the Driftwood’s calendar at www.driftwood-

gul� slandsmedia.com/calendar. 

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
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Thanks very much.
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10 COL.      

Vancouver Island’s BEST Selection of Inflatables

AB | ACHILLES | GRAND | HIGHFIELD | OCEAN AIR | WALKERBAYAB | ACHILLES | GRAND | HIGHFIELD | OCEAN AIR | WALKERBAYAB | ACHILLES | GRAND | HIGHFIELD | OCEAN AIR | WALKERBAYAB | ACHILLES | GRAND | HIGHFIELD | OCEAN AIR | WALKERBAYAB | ACHILLES | GRAND | HIGHFIELD | OCEAN AIR | WALKERBAYAB | ACHILLES | GRAND | HIGHFIELD | OCEAN AIR | WALKERBAYAB | ACHILLES | GRAND | HIGHFIELD | OCEAN AIR | WALKERBAY
Oldfield Rd. @ KeATiNG X ROAd, VicTORiA        250-652-6520        TOll fRee: 1-877-652-6979

join us for a fashion show
featuring our favourite looks for spring + summer

THURSDAY, APRIL 21st
6:00 - 8:30pm

Coastal Paintings
the art of Jill Louise Campbell

Seaside 
Original Paintings    Canvas Art Prints  

  www.jlcgallery.com

THIRD
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Environmentally Friendly Cleaning Products
For All Your Cleaning Challenges

� Easy to Use   � Cuts Cleaning Time in Half
� Removes 99% of Bacteria  � Made in Canada

• Microfi ber Mopping Systems 
• Microfi ber Cleaning Cloths    
• Microfi ber Skin Cloth   
• Microfi ber Hair Towels
• PURE 100% Natural Cleaner Concentrate

� Removes 99% of Bacteria

Smart Cloths perfect 
for Touch Screens 

and Lenses

Removes 99% of Bacteria  � Made in CanadaRemoves 99% of Bacteria

*Available at The Source 
(Orca Electronics)Order online at: Order online at: 

www.bluewondercloth.com 
and get 10% OFF your order. 
Upon checkout use Coupon Code: SSIBM2013-10. 

1-888-343-2583

Eco Friendly 
Professional Home 
Maintenance

• interior/ exterior 
window cleaning

• gutter cleaning / 
repairs

• siding washing
• power washing
• moss removal
• fully insured

Eco Friendly 
Professional Home 

�For the best clean - 
Go Green!�

250 815 5877
www.windowviper.com

370 Lower Ganges Rd.
250.5378784

islandreturnit.com

250.537.8784

Canada’s #1 Source for 
Quality Electric Vehicles

See You at the Earth Day Events 
in Centennial Park, Friday, April 22

#203, 2031 Maliview Ave W Sidney 
www.motorizevictoria.ca

phonE: 250-655-3534  tExt: 250-884-2698

EV’s and hybrids. Make a great choice, and choose a 
full electric or gas / electric hybrid. Pollute less, save more. 
Experience driving pleasure like you never imagined.

CElEBRaTIONs

Climate change agreement signing marks Earth Day
Elizabeth May 
Skype session part 
of Centennial Park 
events

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

People celebrating Earth 
Day may feel a little more 
hopeful this April 22 than 
they have in previous years, 
with local events coinciding 
with the signing of an his-
toric climate change agree-
ment taking place in New 
York City.

Saanich-Gulf Islands MP 
Elizabeth May is a regular 
participant at Salt Spring’s 
Earth Day festivities in Cen-
tennial Park. This year is no 
different except for the fact 
that she’ll be appearing via 
Skype. May will be at the 
United Nations headquar-
ters to witness the signing 
of the agreement she helped 
forge as part of Canada’s 
delegation to the interna-
tional climate change con-
ference in Paris last fall. 

“It’s very important to 
start the signing process,” 
May said on the phone 
from Ottawa. “This is very 
unusual to have a high-lev-
el signing ceremony [but] 

it’s very important because 
since the agreement was 
negotiated, not a single step 
toward meeting the targets 
has been taken anywhere 
around the world.”

No r m a l l y  c o n f e re n c e 
a g re e m e n t s  a re  s i g n e d 
directly after negotiations 
wrap up, May added. This 
time the negotiations con-
tinued on for almost a week 
and by the time they were 
concluded, the national 
leaders had left Paris. 

May is  not sure what 
time she’ll be connecting 
with the Earth Day festi-
val, since the UN has yet 
to release the schedule of 
which countries will  be 
appearing when. She said 
it was a difficult decision 
to be in New York instead 
of Salt Spring, but she feels 
she has work to do putting 
the pressure on Canada to 
start working toward its 
targets and then improving 
them. And as a bonus, by 
taking the train home from 
New York she’ll be keeping 
a smaller carbon footprint 
than a flight to the West 
Coast and back.

While the global situa-
tion is certainly more posi-
tive than it was on Earth 
Day 2015,  May war ned 
there is still much to be 

done. That’s why the UN 
conference organizers are 
using the document sign-
ing occasion to keep public 
attention on the issue.

“The Paris agreement is 
not going to save the world 
from climate disaster. What 
it does is gives us a work 
plan for the possibility of 
avoiding disaster,”  May 
said. “We’d be desperately 
behind the eight-ball with-
out an agreement. But it 
would be deeply wrong to 
pop champagne corks and 
say ‘Now we’re safe.’ We’re 
not safe.”

May will be at the UN 
headquarters from 8:30 
a.m. onwards.  With the 
time change, she said there 
is a good possibility she 
will patch in to Salt Spring 
by early afternoon. 

Earth Day events hap-
p e n i n g  a t  C e n t e n n i a l 
Park on April 22 include 
yoga in the gazebo starting 
with sun salutations with 
Celeste Mallet-Jason at 7 
a.m. Additional sessions 
with Laurie Steffler, Nomi 
Lyonns, and Cate McEwan 
are scheduled at 9:30 a.m., 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. respec-
tively, plus zumba with Lee 
Sigmund set for 4 p.m.

MC Arthur Black wil l 
oversee entertainment on 

the stage from 11 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Islanders won’t 
want to miss the official 
opening ceremony and 
First Nations blessing at 
noon, while Salt Spring’s 
elected officials, includ-
ing MLA Gary Holman, will 
speak at 3 p.m. 

Musical guests playing 
throughout the day include 
Sa f i y a  C a r r o l l - L a b e l l e , 
Richard Cross, “Barefoot 
Thief” Jasper Snow-Rosen, 
Flower and more. 

The event closes with a 
water blessing with Kim 
Tebbitt at 5 p.m. followed 
by a  community  dance 
party with music by DJ 
Noiz. 

Activities taking place in 
the Kids Zone include fort 
building with Green City 
Builders,  a  magic show 
with Shaun Luttin and a 
performance by Tsunami 
Circus. Also on site will be 
food from local vendors, 
we l l n e s s  s e s s i o n s  w i t h 
Petra Otten and Christin 
Boyd, bike tune-ups with 
Outspokin’ bike shop and 
test drives of bikes and cars 
with the electric vehicle 
group. 

There will also be a silent 
auction featuring a bike 
donated by Outspokin’ and 
other great items. 

DRIftWooD fILE Photo bY JEN MACLELLAN

Aerin Young and Koa barstead work on building a 
mason bee home at last year’s Earth Day festival in 
Centennial Park. the 2016 version runs from 11 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. on friday, with free yoga in the park begin-
ning at 7 a.m. in the gazebo. 
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Open for Breakfast everyday at 8am
Sunday Brunch served until 2pm

“Where Islanders & friends start their day”

Open for Breakfast everyday at 
8am

Sunday Brunch served until 2pm
“Where islanders & friends start their day”

email proof to: jada-lee@shaw.ca

arts&entertainment
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

entertainmententertainment

SHAKESPEARE’S
WAKE
WITH SALT SPRING’S OWN
CHRIS (C.C.) HUMPHREYS

Proudly sponsored by Kate Merry

 537-2102 | www.tickets.artspring.ca    Adults: $23  Youth: $5

SAT APR 23 | 7:30PM 
BAR 6:30PM

VETTA 
CHAMBER MUSIC
The premiere of a new composition by 
Jeffrey Ryan and First Nations’ storyteller 
Rosemary Georgeson

Proudly sponsored by Lyle & Susan Eide

 537-2102 | www.tickets.artspring.ca    Adults: $28  Youth: $5

WED APR 27 | 7:30PM 

CONCERTS 

Vetta players showcase cross-cultural collaboration
Vivaldi’s Seasons meets 
First Nations storytelling 
at ArtSpring

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Vancouver’s Vetta Chamber Play-
ers are celebrating their 30th anniver-
sary with a uniquely cross-cultural 
program that looks both to the past 
and the future, putting Western clas-
sical music in dialogue with First 
Nations ideas and concerns.

With the chamber group’s artis-
tic director and lead violin Joan 
Blackman now living on Salt Spring, 
ArtSpring will have the honour of 
hosting the premiere anniversary 
concert on Wednesday, April 27. 
The Vetta players will perform Viv-
aldi’s Four Seasons as well as a special 
commission by Vancouver composer 
Jeffrey Ryan, in collaboration with 
Sahtu Dene and Coast Salish story-
teller Rosemary Georgeson.

“It’s bringing together the First 
Nations art of storytelling with West-
ern music, which makes it bigger 
than the two,” Blackman observed. 

Ryan’s composition is for Vetta’s 
seven players on strings plus harpsi-
chord. While the original idea was to 
create a modern counterpoint to Viv-

aldi’s popular piece with a West Coast 
theme in mind, through the process 
the Seasons project has come to 
involve a much deeper collaboration 
with local First Nations. 

Blackman first connected with 
Georgeson through the Vancouver 
Public Library, where she was aborig-
inal storyteller in residence in 2014. It 
turns out she also has a local connec-
tion: Georgeson grew up on Galiano 
when she was not out on a boat with 
her family fi shing. She went to high 
school on Salt Spring as a “dormie.”

In the early days of workshopping, 
Blackman, Georgeson and Ryan 

worked to combine Georgeson’s 
refl ections into Ryan’s composition.  

“Then I realized to really make 
it collaborative, we had to actually 
bring it to First Nations,” Blackman 
said. 

She and Georgeson went on tour 
to Penelakut Island and the Tsawout 
First Nation in Saanich to talk to the 
elders and share their work in prog-
ress. Blackman also participated at 
Friday’s Understanding the Village 
workshop on Salt Spring and con-
nected with the Musqueam Band in 
Vancouver in relation to the concert 
scheduled there. 

“We started by listening to their 
stories, and the ones that were most 
powerful to me were not necessarily 
about the seasons,” Blackman said.

“I was very humbled talking to the 
elders. I think they’re way further 
along the road — at least the ones I 
talked to — of knowing what needs 
to be done between our cultures. 
I think we have so much to learn 
about their values and way of life.”

Through this experience an 
expanded concept for the Seasons 
project has evolved. Blackman is 
now looking for funding through the 
BC Arts Council and other sources to 
take the music to other First Nations 
communities and incorporate their 
unique stories into each perfor-
mance.

“I’m determined to make this into 
something that is relevant to B.C.,” 
Blackman said. “We understand it’s 
just the beginning, and to make it a 
true collaboration we have to keep 
going, keep connecting.”

Ryan’s composition takes into 
consideration an aboriginal calen-
dar based on 13 months and starts 
with music reflecting the winter 
solstice. There are violin cadenzas 
to mark each solstice and equinox, 
but unlike Vivaldi he doesn’t put 
marked breaks between seasons, so 
the piece is more in tune with the 

organic nature of shifting times.
“It’s very atmospheric,” Blackman 

said, adding, “It’s very Jeffrey Ryan. I 
know his work and I knew he would 
write something good for me.” 

Georgeson’s storytelling segments 
will not include the traditional 
mythology of killer whale or raven. 
Instead, she will speak of more 
contemporary concerns based on 
her own thoughts and also incor-
porating those shared by local First 
Nations. Some themes include the 
impact of changes to the ocean 
and rivers for people who rely on 
the salmon and the alarming shift 
in seasons due to climate change, 
among others.

The Vetta Chamber Players will 
perform their anniversary show for 
Salt Spring schools on the afternoon 
of April 27, with aboriginal students 
coming from off-island to attend the 
event and a welcoming ceremony 
to be given by Saanich and Penel-
akut representatives. Saanich-Gulf 
Islands MP Elizabeth May will attend 
the evening concert and Blackman 
is hoping to have another elder con-
duct the welcoming ceremony. 

“I’m really excited to share this 
in my new home, and I don’t think 
it would have taken on such a big 
meaning if I didn’t live in a place 
like this,” Blackman said. 

LIVE THEATRE 

Fringe solo show hitches ride to Salt Spring
The Trois-Rivieres Tales at 
Mahon Hall

What if the Greek myth of Persephone 
took place in the sweatshops of modern-
day Mexico?

That’s the premise for one of three dra-
matic tales in local playwright and perform-
er Nedjo Rogers’ rollicking cross-Canada 
road trip storytelling contest in verse, com-
ing to Mahon Hall for two performances: 
on Thursday, April 28 and Friday, May 6.

Loosely modelled on Chaucer, The Trois-
Rivières Tales is an original one-person 
play following three students — the Poet, 
the Philosopher and the Activist — driving 
from Vancouver to Québec in the 1980s. 
When their car breaks down, they start 
hitchhiking and hit on the idea of telling 
stories to attract rides.

The piece premiered at the 2014 Victoria 
Fringe Festival, where it played to enthu-
siastic audiences. In a review posted on 
the Fringe audience website, a fan wrote, 
“There’s lots of humour and fi ne poetry, as 
well as thoughtful and thought-provoking 
politics throughout.”

Presented, like the Canterbury Tales, 
in rhyming verse, The Trois-Rivières Tales 
features stories within stories as the three 
characters vie to outdo each other with 
tales of medieval rebels, Greek gods and 
doomed revolutionaries.

Rogers has degrees in Latin American 
Studies and Geography and has travelled, 

worked and volunteered extensively in 
Central and South America. This Latin 
American focus is evident in the Mexican 
tale and a story of political activists in Brazil.

As a singer-songwriter, Rogers has 
been a featured performer at entertain-
ment events in Victoria and co-led a music 
section at the monthly Latin American-
focussed event, Café Simpatico. He has 
opened for political troubadour David Rov-
ics and makes regular appearances at ral-

lies and political fundraisers.
Rogers’ poetry has been published in 

chapbooks and journals, including Subter-
rain and Contemporary Verse 2, as well as 
such online sources as the New Verse News. 
Since moving to Salt Spring in July of 2015, 
he’s been a regular at the monthly Poetry 
Open Mic held at the Salt Spring library, 
where he will be the featured poet Sept. 1. 
He and youth poet Taryn Muldoon will per-
form at an afternoon tea fundraiser for Salt 
Spring Literacy on Tuesday, April 26.

Rogers is involved with the island’s 
pickleball scene, chairs the Ometepe Gulf 
Islands Friendship Association, and is 
active with a local group of parents of trans 
kids and young adults.

Gender identity is central to one of the 
character’s tales, which revisits the 15th-
century trial of Joan of Arc.

Rogers worked under the guidance of 
award-winning playwright and acting 
teacher Karen Lee Pickett to develop The 
Trois-Rivières Tales script and refine the 
performance.

More information is available at the web-
site nedjo.ca, which also features record-
ings of several of Rogers’ songs.

After its Salt Spring run, Rogers plans 
to take the show on the road to other Gulf 
Islands venues.

The show begins at 7:30 p.m. and runs 
for 75 minutes.

GISS graduate Evan Mann, a luthier and 
guitarist, will provide opening music. 

Tickets are at the door.

PHOTO COURTESY NEDJO ROGERS 

Nedjo Rogers in The Trois-Rivières Tales.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

From left, composer Jeff rey Ryan and storyteller Rosemary Georgeson at 
Crescent Beach, a place of much signifi cance for First Nations. 
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HealthYOUR

for 2016

BOX 210 GANGES P.O. SALT SPRING 
ISLAND B.C. V8K 2V9

Dr. Wm. E. Lea
All Aspects of General & Family Dentistry including:

• Highly Effective Hygiene Program
• TMJ Joint Pain

New patients & 
emergencies welcome

 (250) 537-4141

REVISE

Yoga For All Levels
Yoga for Beginners

Rejuvenating Retreats *SSI *Tofino 
*Mexico *Tuscany *Spain

Visit my website for class schedules & retreat info
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

250-537-7675 

Free prescription delivery 
Monday - Friday

L I V E  W E L L  W I T H

OpEn MOn.-SaT, 9-6  /  Sun & HOLIday MOn. 11-5

DOWNTOWN 250-537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN 250-538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

Results non-typical. You should not expect to experience similar results. You should consult 
your physician or other health care professional before starting this or any other diet program to 
determine if it is right for your needs. This is an Independent Centre approved by Ideal Protein to 

promote the Ideal Protein Weight Loss Method and sell Ideal Protein Products.

Rapid Weight Loss With Lasting Results!

Now available at Pharmasave on Salt Spring!
Talk to your Ideal Protein Weight Loss Coach today!

Results non-typical. You should not expect to experience similar results. You should consult your physician or other health care professional before starting this or any other diet program 
to determine if it is right for your needs. This is an Independent Centre approved by Ideal Protein to promote the Ideal Protein Weight Loss Method and sell Ideal Protein Products.

Medically Supervised 
Weight Loss

Finally a weight loss method with...
over a decade of success  •  weight loss & nutrition education

medical doctor endorsements  •  comprehensive guidelines & tools
personalized ongoing support

Pharmasave Downtown Ganges
104 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2S7  

Phone: 250.537.5534

Rapid Weight Loss 
With Lasting Results!

Finally a weight loss method with... 
over a decade of success  •  weight loss & nutrition education 

medical doctor endorsements  •  personalized ongoing support 
comprehensive guidelines & tools 

Now available at Pharmasave on Salt Spring!
Talk to your 

Ideal Protein Weight Loss Coach today!

ART REVIEw 

Gallery 8 celebrates seventh Symbolically 8 exhibition
Themes and 
signature works on 
exhibit

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gallery 8 is once again offer-
ing a wide-ranging menu of 
treats with its seventh Symbol-
ically 8 show featuring special 
works from all gallery artists.

It seems hard to believe that 
the future of the Salt Spring-
centred space was once in 
question, and that owner 
Razali Wahab really had some-
thing big to celebrate with the 
first Symbolically 8 show. Now 
it’s a regular event: something 
islanders look forward to as 
part of the shift into the busier 

exhibition season, and a place 
to catch up with old friends. 
Of course it’s still a time for 
celebration and reflection, 
as Wahab has successfully 
steered his business into an 
enduring member of the 
establishment. 

Some of the artists who 
have been with him all the 
way — and before that were 
part of Gallery 8’s predecessor 
J. Mitchell Gallery — can be 
seen to be continuing on at 
top form for this anniversary.

E.J. Feller, for example, is 
transferring her deft hand 
at ceramic arts to the space 
normally dominated by two-
dimensional art. Her multi-
media wall piece Barrier 
combines cloud-like strips 
of fired clay against a black 

background, with a length of 
barbed wire stretching across 
the area framed by the matte. 
Inspired by the plight of the 
Syrian refugees, the work is 
both sensitive and faceless. 
It speaks to the crowd of 
unknowns who have ceased 
to be “people” and have 
become more like unwanted 
packages shipped back and 
forth between Europe and 
Turkey. 

Donna Hall is another gal-
lery stalwart, and has moved 
out of the strictly abstract for 
this show into figurative work, 
albeit one that is glimpsed 
emerging through several lay-
ers. A classical-looking woman 
with dark hair and dress is 
superimposed with delicately 
rendered lion’s haunches and 

wings in gold to become a 
sphinx. Patterned over with 
ripples of soft orange and dove 
grey, the figure is contempla-
tive and lovely: mythology 
without monster.

R.M. Dupuy is also at her 
best (and sticks to the eight 
theme) with Gap in the Hedge 
VIII. Painted as a diptych, the 
horizontal orientation pro-
vides a wide view of golden 
fields framed with green and 
blue hillsides. Forgoing the 
more psychedelic palette of 
purples and pinks that she 
often favours (and uses so 
well), Dupuy seems to capture 
just the right tones for this new 
spring season. A line of shrub-
bery in the foreground con-
tains just a light blush of pink, 
while clouds and mountain 

in the background are lightly 
outlined with bright yellow for 
impact. 

Deon Venter is a newer 
addition to Gallery 8 but needs 
no introduction, either to Salt 
Spring viewers or those on the 
international art circuit. Two 
paintings of women that are 
large for the gallery, although 
on the small side for the art-
ist, provide dramatic impact 
on the feature wall. Mythos/
Logos - Unborn is three views 
of one nude woman, with all 
the non-idealized bulges and 
hair of mature adulthood. As 
always, Venter is impressive 
with the amount of energy 
he expresses in his smears of 
thick oil paint, and the way he 
perfectly brings vitality to a fig-
ure in just a few strokes. 

On the sculptural front, 
Ja m e s  St e w a r t  s h ow s 
remarkable sensitivity with 
the human form. His piec-
es are inspired by people 
he has met during foreign 
travels and have the aura of 
being subjects that are com-
memorated at a moment in 
time, rather than just hav-
ing a look worthy of being 
objectified. Meanwhile, 
Bob Leatherbarrow has cre-
ated the perfect must-have 
object for collectors with his 
kiln-fired glass objects that 
look like candy-coloured 
hardcover books. 

Many more intriguing 
works by other gallery artists 
await to be seen. The show 
continues on Gallery 8’s upper 
floor to May 13.

CoNCERT PREVIEw 

Spring’s magic 
soars on stage
Earthdance and more at Awakenings

April is all about new beginnings, pale green shoots 
reaching for the sun, beauty, transformation and growth 
both in nature and in the human spirit. 

The Salt Spring Concert Band, led by director Dawn 
Hage, will explore the musical possibilities of this theme 
in Awakenings, taking place at ArtSpring on Friday, April 
29. 

The performance features a gorgeous multi-media 
presentation to complement Earthdance by Michael 
Sweeney.

“Earthdance is our Awakenings showpiece,” said Hage. 
“It is a musical depiction of nature, a celebration of the 
natural rhythms and energy of the planet. It begins with a 
gentle rain and moves through storms and light, joy and 
contemplation.”

“We are very lucky to have the talents of GISS student 
Ryo Sakamoto once again. He has created a video pre-
sentation that will accompany Earthdance. I have seen 
his early draft and it was so beautiful it brought me to 
tears.” 

Audiences who attended last year’s Anime perfor-
mance will remember the beautiful movie trailers and 
original video created by Sakamoto, who won the SSCB 
2015 Community Music Development Award for his 
creative work on the concert. In addition to Earthdance, 
audiences can enjoy another version of Sakamoto’s 
trailer for Laputa - Castle in the Sky which will precede 
the SSCB performance of the movie score by Joe Hisai-
shi.

Hage said she got the idea for the Awakenings concert 
during last year’s spring season.

“I was moved by the shift from winter grey and long, 
dark nights to the spring sun and light and the way 
it lifted my spirits and mood. I decided to search for 
music that would illustrate that phenomenon,” said 
Hage. “I found Earthdance right away and as I searched 
for more, I realized that Awakenings could be about a 
lot more than nature. It could also represent human 
growth and courage, an understanding of our planet 
and the urgency of its problems and, of course, the pure 
joy of being alive.” 

All of the pieces feature themes of beauty or fiery 
energy, including Loch Lomond, Lord of the Rings, When 
Summer is Just Beginning, Paradiso and Laputa. 

“Awakenings will be an evening that will move your 
spirit and soul,” promised Hage. “And we have a fan-
tastic band this season, one of the biggest in years with 
a huge infusion of talented international students and 
youth. We will fill the stage and spill over and the sound 
is incredible.” 

Next Friday’s show begins at 7:30 p.m.
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Salt Spring Island Transit

Service 
Change
Effective April 22, 2016

	Seasonal service change.

Pick up a new Rider’s Bulletin  
on board or online.
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Islander helps forge new links with solar cookers 
Salt Springers send 
50 units to Lesotho

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Lesotho villagers are liv-
ing safer, healthier and 
more comfortable lives 
t h a n k s  t o  f u n d ra i s i n g 
efforts by Salt Springers 
that sent a shipment of 50 
solar cookers to the land-
locked mountainous coun-
try in the south of Africa.

“The people receiving 
the stoves are absolutely 
amazed that the sun can 
cook these things and that 
they are receiving these 
tools from people so far 
away,” said Jill Willmott, 
a member of the Raging 
Grannies who delivered 
the stoves in February. “It’s 
very interesting to see their 
enthusiasm.”

Willmott had longed to 
return to Africa since she 
travelled to Zambia in 
the 1970s. She sought to 
reconnect with the spon-
taneous song and dance, 
and draw inspiration from 
the unwavering optimism 
amidst dire poverty.

She wanted to see the 
landscape but not as a 
tourist. Willmott sought 
something more meaning-
ful than a safari excursion 
or generic guided tour; she 
hoped to make a difference. 

So when the opportunity 
to accompany an Ottawa 
humanitarian’s annual trip 
to Lesotho arose, Willmo-
tt booked a ticket for the 

24-hour fl ight and packed 
her bags.

She soon found herself 
loading 50 solar cookers 
into a pickup truck parked 

outside a Johannesburg 
w a re h o u s e  b e f o re  t h e 
cramped 500-kilometre 
journey to a village south 
of Lesotho’s capital city, 
Maseru. There were police 
roadblocks,  suspicious 
border guards and curious 
onlookers, all scratching 
their heads about the cargo 
stacked high in the truck. 
At one roadblock, Willmott 
recalled, Lesotho officers 
suspected the pair were 
trying to smuggle televi-
sion components into the 
country.

Having reached their 
d e s t i n a t i o n ,  t h e  t e a m 
began a three-day work-
shop to teach solar cooker 
recipients how to use the 
stoves. The program cov-
ered staple meals like corn 
meal mash, soy bean stew 
and bread. Participants 
shared stories about their 
lives as they waited up to 
three hours for their meals 
to cook under the midday 
African sun.

“ T h e s e  w o r k s h o p s 
brought them together,” 
Willmott said. “Villagers 
from neighbouring towns 
had never spoken to one 
another.”

The majority of stove 
recipients are grandmoth-
ers thrust into the role of 
caregivers for orphans 
created by the country’s 
devastating HIV and AIDS 

infection rates. Figures 
compiled by the Unit-
ed Nations show about 
310,000 of the country’s 2 
million people are living 
with HIV. The virus affects 
nearly 25 per cent of the 
country’s 15- to 49-year-
olds. Deaths from AIDS-
related illnesses has cre-
ated approximately 74,000 
orphans.

S o l a r  c o o k e r s  h e l p 
g ra n d m o t h e r s  p rov i d e 
food for their new charges. 
By turning to the sun — a 
clean, renewable and plen-
tiful resource — the grand-
mothers need no longer 
scour the countryside for 
wood. Their households 
will no longer be suffo-
cated by smoke from the 
cooking fire.

T h e  f u n d r a i s i n g 
response from islanders, 
Willmott said, surpassed 
all  expectations.  Every 

$130 received from donors 
pays for a solar cooker 
oven, pot and all the ingre-
dients to participate in the 
workshop. 

This  year’s  exchange 
coincided with a drought 
that’s led to lower farm-
ing yields and widespread 
hunger.

“The glee when things 
worked out led to an imme-
diate response to sing and 
dance,” Willmott said.

The village songs, joy-
ful welcomes and sense of 
empowerment are a world 
away from her home on 
Trincomali Heights. Hope-
fully, she said, the spirit 
will continue in the lives 
of villagers young and old 
for many years to come. 
Amidst poverty, illness and 
isolation, there is hope, and 
that’s what made Willmott’s 
return to Africa a journey 
she’ll never forget.

“I would encourage any-
body that’s generally inter-
ested to go because it’s a 
life-changing experience to 
see these people and how 
they live.”

Contributions for the 
2017 solar cooker cam-
paign are underway and 
have already raised enough 
money for seven units. For 
more information about 
the program, contact Will-
mott at 250-537-8343 or jil-
lawillmott@gmail.com.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 

Three in a row for Laundry and Bell
April plots thicken 

BY JILL EVANS
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

Well, the Easter bunny came and 
went and there were no eggs left by 
March 28, except the ones laid by 
those who missed out on winning. 

Unaffected by disaster among 
the four and a half tables was 
the usual George Laundry-Jeff 
Bell pair who made the best of 
what they were dealt, closely fol-
lowed by Nick Beringer and 
Patricia Sutherland. Peter Robin-
son and John Pringle were near 

them in the third spot, as were Gise-
la Welsh and Judith Borbas in fourth 
place. 

Then there was April Fool’s Day, 
but by April 4 the foolishness had 
gone away for, again, the Laundry-
Bell partnership which came first. 
There were fi ve full tables this time 
and it was Zelly Taylor with Ian 
Thomas occupying the second spot. 
The Robinson-Pringle pair settled 
for third place and Catherine Gar-

diner with Ted Baldwinson found 
that the fourth was with them on the 
fourth. 

T.S. Eliot said April is the cruel-
lest month, and for those who with-
ered on the 11th it may have been. 
But not for the Laundry-Bell pair 
who yet again topped the lot. Infi -
nite variety then appeared because 
next were Liz and Oleh Mycyk, with 
Patricia Hewett and Bob Morrisette 
close behind. Fourth place went to 
Al Wilke and Nadene McCoy, none of 
these having placed in the previous 
two weeks, so who can tell which 
pair will spring up next time?

BRIDGETRICKS

GARDENING 

Pruning know-how on tap at meeting
Alba Plants expert visits

How, where, when and why to prune trees and shrubs 
is the topic of the next Salt Spring Garden Club meeting 
set for Wednesday, April 27 at Meaden Hall. 

Gordon Mackay, the owner of Alba Plants in Cowichan 

Bay, is the guest speaker.  For the past decade or so he has 
been carving out a niche growing alpines, woodlanders 
and dwarf conifers along with developing an arboricul-
ture business.  

The garden club event begins at 7 p.m., and non-club 
members are welcome to attend.

PHOTO BY JILL WILLMOTT

A Lesotho granddmother is among  50 individuals who 
received solar cookers thanks to Salt Spring donors earlier 
this year.

“I would encourage 
anybody that’s 
generally 
interested to go.” 
JILL WILLMOTT
Member, Salt Spring 
Island Raging Grannies
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

johnxcaron@gmail.com  
250-537-7803

SERVING SALT SPRING WITH INTEGRITY FOR 30+ YEARS

NEW CONSTRUCTION | RENOVATIONS | HOME MAINTENANCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL | ESTIMATES

Anniversary Sale
at GULF ISLAND PICTURE FRAMING

     25%
Sale runs the month of May.

upstairs at suite #3203 Grace Point Square

250-537-1299 or gabriellejensen@shaw.ca
open Monday-Friday 10-4 pm or by appointment

home consultations also available.

off hundreds of wood frames
in custom and standard sizes

REVISE

Donna’s Deal of the Week

EMBE
BAKERY

 

Sausage Rolls $2.50 ea.

2/$4.75

sale
reg $2.80 ea. 

2/$5.25

Gulf Islands Driftwood
Gulf Islander • Aqua
Gulf Islands Tourism
Gulf Islands Real Estate
driftwoodgulfislandsmedia.com

Follow us on Facebook 

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 

V8K 2V3 Canada

Ph: 250-537-9933 ext: 211   
CELL: 250-538-7048

www.driftwoodgimedia.com  
ffoster@driftwoodgimedia.com 

Fiona Foster
ACCOUNT MANAGER

COMMUNITY 

Funding database open to local non-profits
Licensing agreement 
allows cut-rate 
subscription 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Volunteer and Com-
m u n i t y  Re s o u rc e s  Sa l t 
Spring Society has made 
an investment in a grant-
ing database that could help 
not-for-profit groups in the 
community increase their 
share of the ever-dwindling 
funding pie.

While provincial and fed-
eral government sources 
have been drying up, there 
are foundations and private 
sources located across the 
country and in the United 
States that are willing to 
direct funds to worthy causes 
or projects that meet their 
particular criteria. The trick 
is finding them.

“Not-for-profits are con-
stantly struggling with how 
they can be sustainable. We 
have greater demand on 
fewer sources than we’ve had 
before,” said Jacquie Stevu-
lak, a board member with 

VCR Salt Spring. 
VCR Salt Spring, which 

was created through the 
merger of former groups Vol-
unteer Salt Spring and the 
Salt Spring Island Society 
for Community Education, 
recently opened its office 
at the Shared Space initia-
tive at Merchant Mews. It 
has a mandate of building 
community connections by 
supporting local organiza-
tions and the volunteers that 
largely run them. 

There are over 150 not-
for-profits on Salt Spring 
and another 65-70 registered 
charities. Along with host-
ing the website hub where 
interested islanders can find 
the ideal volunteer posi-
tion for themselves, VCR 
Salt Spring offers volunteer 
training seminars, network-
ing opportunities and other 
organizational supports.

The most recent addition 
is a licensing agreement 
with Imagine Canada for its 
Grant Connect database, 
which was sponsored by the 
Royal Canadian Legion’s Salt 
Spring Branch (#92). 

“On Salt Spring, we have 

our wonderful foundation 
that does a great job support-
ing the local community, but 
they can’t do it all,” Stevulak 
observed. “Grant Connect 
will give you a list of organi-
zations that might be open 
to receiving an application.”

While a not-for-profit 
might normally pay hun-
dreds of dollars per year to 
access the database, depend-
ing on the number of people 
in the organization, VCR Salt 
Spring’s agreement will per-
mit up to 250 user groups to 
participate, and for just $25 
per year.

Stevulak said Grant Con-
nect is far more powerful 
and efficient than trying to 
find the same information 
through a Google search, 
because the database uses 
up to 15 filters that tailor the 
findings to a specific service, 
project or mandate.

“It makes fundraising eas-
ier by offering grant seekers 
a set of tools that facilitate 
the identification of poten-
tial donors and help to create 
targeted proposals,” a VCR 
Salt Spring article explains.

VCR Salt Spring will coach 

subscribers on how to get 
started. The program will be 
accessible at their Merchant 
Mews office.

The group is also continu-
ing to work on supporting 
local volunteers and the 
organizations that rely on 
them. The directors hope 
the office can become a hub 
for making connections and 
possibly a place for differ-
ent groups to form partner-
ships and create efficiencies 
in their services. 

Recent  of fer ing have 
included a workshop help-
ing organizations prepare for 
changes to the BC Societies 
Act, which will go into effect 
at the end of the year, and 
sessions to celebrate Volun-
teer Appreciation Week from 
April 10 to 16. Four local 
businesses donated coupons 
to the program so that island 
volunteers could have a cof-
fee at the café of their choice.

“The amount of work done 
by volunteers on this island 
is enormous,” Stevulak said. 

For more information on 
VCR Salt Spring and its pro-
grams, visit vcrsaltspring.org 
or call 250-931-3110. 

Photo bY SEAN McINtYRE 

wELCOME COMMITTEE:  
Salt Spring Visitor Information 
centre volunteers, from left, 
carol Shearer, Gwen Davies, Gwen 
McDonald and Lynne Fraser, greet 
participants at a thursday after-
noon open house and recruit-
ment drive held in Ganges during 
National Volunteer Week. Shearer 
holds a copy of the latest edition 
of the Gulf Islander visitors’ guide, 
published by the Driftwood. 

VOLUNTEEr APPrECIATION 

Legion invites all volunteers to dance
happy Daze performs

In recognition of April being Nation-
al Volunteer Month in Canada, the Salt 
Spring Legion wants to invite all island 
volunteers to a special event next Satur-
day, April 30. 

Legion board member Wendy Charlton 

is extending the invitation for people to 
enjoy the music of the Happy Daze band 
at the Legion lounge from 7 to 10 p.m.

Anyone who volunteers for any organi-
zation is welcome to attend for free and 
without being a Legion member or guest. 
Members of emergency services groups 
who may be paid but serve the commu-

nity are also encouraged to come. 
Happy Daze is a Salt Spring band that 

plays music of the ‘50s and early ‘60s, 
and is developing a solid following, said 
Charlton. 

People are also welcome to come early 
for the meat draw that runs from 5 to 
6:45 p.m. 
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INSPECTIONS

don’t forget 
pump your tank every 3-5 years
millscal@hotmail.com
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647 groomthatdog@gmail.com

10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

$647,500  Truly a rare find... this immaculate 1995 square foot home sits on a flat and private 3.31 acre lot with an incredible 750 square foot attached triple garage (studio in one bay) with a large basement 
workshop. If that isn’t enough this incredible custom home features a magnificent open concept floor plan with large south facing windows.  The main floor features a beautiful “country” kitchen, dining, 
living rooms and two generous size bedrooms, 4 piece washroom, laundry/mud room plus the master bedroom with en suite and walk-in-closet. The basement has a 676 square foot workshop a hobbyist 
dream come true. This home can accommodate any family and or retired couple who need room for family/friends! Definitely one to put on your short list.

$169,000 Don’t miss this chance to buy a commercial building in Fulford village on Salt Spring 
Island.  Instead of leasing commercial space buy your own building.  This sweet building could 
be used for any number of business.   The building has water but no sewer hookup.  One could 
put in a composting toilet.  The building is approx 560 Sq Ft, the lot it is sitting on is approx 653 
Sq Ft.  Why lease when you can buy!

$199,000  Close to town building lots with big potential harbour view from lot. Piped water with 
almost level building site make this 1.5 acre lot an ideal lot to build your dream home on Salt 
Spring Island. Driveway in place with older septic system that might work for temp RV hook up.

$599,000 Exuding a sophisticated yet casual air, this quality-built (and renovated) one level open 
plan home offers 3 bedrms, 2 bathrms, plus a den and separate studio, is located close to walking trails 
in a desirable west side neighbourhood.  With generous outdoor living spaces, sunny professionally 
landscaped gardens with raised beds, and views down Sansum Narrows, this craftsman home 
features a gorgeous custom kitchen, granite countertops, hardwood and tile floors, high quality 
carpeting, vaulted ceilings, custom fir cabinetry and built-ins, two sets of French doors, gorgeous 
windows, and two fireplaces.  Separate laundry area, high end appliances, and numerous special 
touches make this a value-laden, easy-lifestyle offering.

$205,000  On a quiet dead end road lies this easy to build on ocean view lot. This .28 acre ocean 
view building lot serviced with sewer and community piped water eliminating the need for 
costly septic system and well installation & maintenance. Excellent sun exposure and ideal for a 
2 story home to maximize on the ocean and island vistas. In a quiet neighbourhood enjoying the 
convenience of transit bus service . A short stroll to the beach, cafe and the Fernwood dock. 5th 
wheel RV trailer with temp power pole in place could be included in the price bring your offers. 

Scan the QR code 
to get a real time 
Salt Spring map 
with all the listings.

Scott Simmons  250-538-8316
email: saltspring@yahoo.com  •  www.SaltSpringRE.com

Salt Spring Island Representatives for

One Percent Realty

                   22   I   ISLANDS REAL ESTATE          WINTER 2014         SALT SPRING ISLAND250-538-8316
 www.SaltSpringRE.com  •  saltspring@yahoo.com  

It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

Salt Spring Island Representative for
One Percent realty

Scott Simmons

HosPItal EQuIPMEnt 

Foundation campaign nets new ECG 
BMO provides final
funding piece 

A new electrocardiogram machine 
has been ordered for Lady Minto 
Hospital, following a successful fun-
draising campaign. 

Proceeds from last summer’s Catch 
a Falling Star meteor shower event 
put on by the LMH Foundation were 
first directed to the purchase. 

“We invited the community to 
sit back in an easy chair and enjoy 
the Perseid meteor showers, led by 
astronomy enthusiast, Greg Klassen, 
with musical entertainment by Wes-
ley Hardisty and literary readings 
by Brian Brett, Patrick Taylor, Ahava 
Shira and Ronald Wright,” notes a 
press release from the foundation. 

Then a major corporate dona-
tion of $5,000 was received from 
local BMO branch manager Katie 
Hicks. The foundation said Hicks’ 
predecessor, Teresa McFadden, was 
instrumental in putting forward the 
proposal for corporate sponsorship. 
LMHF fundraising committee chair 
Patrick Taylor accepted the sponsor-
ship cheque from Hicks at the Gan-
ges branch on April 15.

Other major contributions were 
received from the Shrine Club #39 
Gulf Islands and individual donors.

The new equipment should be up 
and running in the next few weeks.  

“The new machine will bring the 
cardiology technology at Lady Minto 
Hospital fully up to date,” says the 

foundation.  “The proposed sys-
tem includes a software upgrade 
(referred to as MUSE) so that all ECG 
results can be viewed online by the 
physician involved in the patient’s 
care, wherever they are located.”

ECG reports are currently paper 
copies that must be faxed when 
needed at any other location. To 
view a previous ECG, staff must look 
up the patient’s file card, find and 
load the correct disc, and then find 

and print the correct ECG.  
“The new machine has a bar code 

reader for entering the patient’s 
name in to the machine. The patient’s 
wristband can be scanned directly 
in to the machine. This means that 
the correct patient information will 
always be attached to the correct 
ECG. There will be a report generated 
by the machine to indicate the pos-
sible diagnosis. Wireless networking 
will also increase efficiency.”

rEConCIlIatIon

Understanding the Village visits Salt Spring
Colonization 
impacts explored at 
workshop 

By KATHLEEN HEGGIE
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D 

By now, most of us have 
heard of the intergenera-
tional effects on indigenous 
peoples of our country’s 
colonial past. What most 
non-indigenous Canadians 
might not have had, though, 
is any experience with what 
the process of colonization 
here was really like.  

Understanding the Vil-
lage, hosted by Social Plan-
ning Cowichan and six 
Hul’q’umi’num elders, is a 
decolonization workshop 
that promotes relationship-
building between indig-
enous and non-indigenous 
community members as the 
way to move forward. 

Salt Spring Islanders had 
their first opportunity to 
attend this workshop locally 
last Friday. Around 50 com-
munity members gathered 
at the Lions Hall and took 
their seats as part of the 
“village.” Participants were 
divided into seven “fami-
lies” and spent the morning 
learning about pre-contact 

i n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i -
ties, how families lived and 
worked collectively as a vil-
lage united by a common 
culture, language and way 
of being. One of the work-
shop participants, Elizabeth 
Woodworth, commented, 
“For the first time I under-
stood what a marvel of wise, 
efficient and compassionate 
organization the pre-con-
tact village was.” 

After lunch, coloniza-
tion began with the arrival 
of Europeans, represented 
by a facilitator wearing a 
red hat. Participants were 

put through a simulation of 
many of the key events of 
assimilation, largely the res-
idential school system, lead-
ing right up until today. The 
“colonizers” finished with 
words akin to “We’re sorry, 
we know we messed up but 
we don’t really know what to 
do about it, so here’s some 
money and good luck.” Dis-
cussion about ways to move 
forward followed. 

Having participated in the 
workshop myself, I know 
how much more powerful 
and moving this model of 
experiential education is 
than reading the same old 
one-sided textbook versions 
of our history. By engaging 
all participants to role play 
as villagers and help simu-
late the feeling of being col-
onized themselves, the pro-
cess becomes much more 
emotionally felt, especially 
with the “family bonds” cre-
ated and then destroyed by 
the facilitators’ skilled re-
enactment of stages of Euro-
pean settlement and harsh 
assimilation policies.

The day was narrated by 
a team of six local elders 
who shared their personal 
accounts of what coloniza-
tion was like for them, and 
how they have started to 

heal — lessons of resilience 
and courage that we can all 
learn from. 

A l t h o u g h  t e a r s  w e re 
understandably shed, there 
was also much laughter 
shared. The elders’ accounts 
were sprinkled with jokes 
and humour, setting an 
inspiring example of the 
p o s i t i v i t y  re q u i re d  f o r 
moving forward. Looking 
towards building a better 
future together, these elders 
provided an invaluable 
example of the compassion, 
generosity and love we all 
search for in our lifetimes. 
By opening ourselves to the 
indigenous-led teachings 
of this workshop and the 
increasing local opportuni-
ties for cross-cultural learn-
ing with First Nations on Salt 
Spring Island, we are writing 
a positive new chapter for 
Canadians that we can all be 
proud of.  

The writer is a political 
science co-op student from 
the University  of  Victo-
ria who has been working 
the last four months with 
Social Planning Cowichan 
and the Salt Spring Based 
Xwaaqw’um Project Team 
on indigenous cultural revi-
talization projects.

LMHF PHOtO 

Ganges BMO branch manager Katie Hicks and Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 
fundraising committee chair Patrick taylor shake hands at an event to mark BMO’s 
donation to the foundation’s campaign to purchase a new ECG machine for Lady 
Minto Hospital. 

Looking towards 
building a better 
future together, 
these elders 
provided an 
invaluable example 
of the compassion, 
generosity and love 
we all search for in 
our lifetimes.
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1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) You are on 
the march. Your determination may, 
however, be challenged by rising and 
falling energy levels. Other external 
restrictions and delays may also be an 
issue. This is your cue to slow down, 
to be more deliberate and prudent, to 
deepen your concentration levels and 
pay closer attention to the details and 
the likely long-term implications of 
your choices.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) The Sun 
in your sign is an indication that the 
lights are green and you are good to 
go. Yet, you may be happy to remain 
slightly below the radar, keeping your 
ambitions private. This is partially due 
to the fact that you are undergoing 
so many changes both within and 
without and so you remain cautious. 
Your power potential is steadily rising, 
however, and your confi dence levels 
are close in tow.
G e m i n i  ( M a y  2 1  –  J u n  2 1 ) 
Circumstances have probably been 
up and down of late. Keeping up has 
probably been a challenge and a strain 
on your energy levels. The time has 
come to recharge for a while. While 
some retreat time will feel right, you 
may also increase your enthusiasm 
and vitality levels by reaching out 
to social events. Participating in 
activities you have not experienced 
before will prove extra effective.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Your originality 
is shining through. Others are seeing 
you more clearly for who you are. 
What others may not be seeing is just 
how hard you have been working. 
Tending to a variety of fronts is likely. 
At worst, you feel stretched with too 
much to do. Yet, you have work to 
do and no one can do it for you, so 
summon yet another second wind and 
persevere.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) The time has 
come to increase your popularity 
and social presence. The urge to 
do so has been building for the past 
several weeks and now it is time to 
take more deliberate action. Your 
motivation is guided by practical and 
fi nancial ambitions. This momentum 
will continue over the coming several 
weeks especially and will, in fact, 
build.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) You are 
beginning to see a bigger picture 
of the world and your place in it. 
This is supported by a steady flow 
of realizations and perhaps even 
some genuine epiphanies. Yet, 
circumstances are also pushing to 
you to dig deeper and to overcome 
possible fears, blocks, and inertia. 
This will require that you pay closer 
attention to the details and work 
harder to take bigger risks.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) Change is the 
common theme and seems especially 
true for you these days. Now you are 
entering a time when this process 
will deepen. Call it spring cleaning. 
It includes accessing the talents and 
resources of others. Who can you 
reach out to? It is hard to feel as 
confi dent as we would like sometimes 
and this may be one of them. All you 
need is a little help from your friends.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) The most 
recent phase of your reinvention 
process is now complete. The 
next step is to take it out there and 
see how it flies. In some respects, 
your process is larger than you, is 
intended to benefi t others somehow. 
It might be a good idea to take things 
slowly, though. Too much too fast 
could prove overwhelming. Pace 
yourself.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) An 
expansive roll continues. There is 
some caution woven in and perhaps 
says blocks and delays as well. This 
could prove frustrating after all your 
patient yet persistent efforts. Trust 
the flow; these delays were set in 
motion way before you arrived on 
the planet Earth scene. Use this time 
to deepen your research studies. 
Whatever is happening, regard it as 
foundational.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) You have 
just entered a creative cycle. Expect 
your inspiration levels to increase 
and your focus to deepen over the 
coming weeks. This could prove 
quite empowering since you have 
been attending to a variety of fronts 
of late, preventing you from focusing 
as deeply as you would like. This 
comes at a time when your energy 
levels are wavering so get extra rest 
if you can.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) Home 
sweet home is on your mind. Yet it 
may not all be pillows and candles. 
Change is in the air and perhaps on 
the ground too, and you have work 
to do. Adjusting your perspectives 
and priorities is featured. How to best 
create a nurturing and empowering 
atmosphere is the question. This is 
likely to be both an inside-and-out-
job.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) Many new 
thoughts and ideas are flowing 
through your mind these days and 
the entire fl ow has suddenly received 
some fresh juice. Plans within plans 
are beginning to take form. Yet, 
to succeed you may have to think 
differently, out of your familiar box. 
This Full Moon will help you to do 
that and if you are successful, it will 
produce a fresh flow, perhaps one 
spiked with dollar signs.

TIP OF THE WEEK
Happy Earth Day! This is the 46th anniversary. Founded upon the aspirations of 
the environmental movement, it has grown to become an international event. Like 
many other days devoted to various aspects of life, like International Siblings Day 
or Women’s Day and so on, it is acknowledged by many but offi cially celebrated by 
relatively few. But it is fairly large and has taken hold in some communities more 
than others. This year, what is extra special about Earth Day is that it coincides 
with the Full Moon in Scorpio, in apt accordance with 2016 constituting a Universal 
9 Year. The passionate emotional impulse of this potent watery Moon will serve to 
spike the punch in this year’s Earth Day celebrations.
READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.....................................................................................................

GARDENING

Gardeners spring into action
Annual sale always popular at 
the Farmers’ Institute

The Salt Spring Garden Club is again 
holding its Spring Plant Sale. 

This year’s event is at the Farmers’ 
Institute on Saturday, April 23. 

Organizers recommend arriving early 
for the best choices among the island’s 
greatest plant deals. Doors open at 1 
p.m., and the sale wraps up by 3 p.m. 

“ T h e  e n o r m o u s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h i s 
year’s sale plants comes entirely from 
local gardens,” states a garden club 
press  release.  “Generous gardeners 
have donated their surplus plants to 
raise funds for the  island’s garden club. 
Growers have provided hydrangeas, 
trees and shrubs, irises, lilies, succu-

lents, ground covers, grasses, and so 
much more.”

Veggie starts and seeds will also be 
available from several local growers, 
who will have tables at the sale. 

As in previous years, there will be a 
“garden treasures” table with books, 
magazines, gardening tools and other 
assorted green-thumb delights at very 
discounted prices.  

Expert mentor gardeners will be avail-
able to answer challenging gardening 
questions and help people select plants. 
Club membership enquiries are also 
welcome.

Participating in the sale supports the 
local garden club’s activities while help-
ing to add new life to garden patches. 

For more details, visit www.ssigarden-
club.wordpress.com.

PHOTO BY KEES RUURS

NEW BENCH REST: Taking a rest after replacing a bench on a Lower Ganges Road 
pathway are, from left, Pathways Creating Pathways committee members Philip Grange, Zeke 
Blazecka, Don McLennan and Gary Lehman. The bench was made by McLennan. 

ENVIRONMENT

Bat disease draws nearer
Bat program 
monitoring local 
population

BY LAURA MATHIAS AND 
PETER OMMUNDSEN
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

A disease that’s killed 
millions of bats in east-
ern North America has 
recently been detected in 
Washington State. 

T h i s  f u n g a l  d i s e a s e, 
cal led white nose syn-
drome, is not harmful to 
humans but spreads rap-
idly and disrupts the nor-
mal winter hibernation 
of bats, resulting in high 
mortality. 

There are at least eight 

kinds of bats living on Salt 
Spring. The animals are 
highly valued for control-
ling insect pests. 

If you encounter a dead 
bat at any time, please 
contact the Salt  Spring 
Is land Community  Bat 
Program, which will pick 
up bats for testing. 

Although infected bats 
can have a frosty appear-
a n c e,  t h e  f u n g u s  m a y 
not be visible to the eye. 
The Salt Spring bat pro-
gram, operated by the 
Salt Spring Island Conser-
vancy, monitors local bats 
throughout the year.

Bat  program person-
nel are keen to learn of 
any active bat roosts and 
can provide advice on bat 

stewardship for landown-
ers.

White nose syndrome 
is thought to be spread 
by humans, especially if 
clothing and equipment 
are not decontaminated 
a f t e r  e x p l o r i n g  c a v e s , 
mines, rock crevices and 
similar structures where 
bats live. 

Precautions to protect 
bats can be found in “A 
Ca ve r’s  Gu i d e  t o  W N S 
Decontamination,” which 
is available online.

For more information 
about bats on Salt Spring 
and white nose syndrome, 
contact the Salt  Spring 
Conservancy at 250- 538-
0318 or info@saltspring-
conservancy.ca.
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Mary Eileen Mollet 
nee Bennett

Mary, “Apple Granny”, died peace-
fully with all her family by her side, at 
Lady Minto Hospital in the early morn-
ing hours of April 14th.  She was born 
on January 13, 1920 on Salt Spring 
Island, second child of Alice (Rogers) 

Bennett (England), and Jack Bennett (Australia).
Predeceased by her husband of 48 years, Leslie; infant 

daughter Trudy Louise; sister June Stevens; brother Johnny 
Bennett; and two sons- in-law, Cecil Moncey and Joe 
Manuck.

Survived by sons Ted (Glenda) Port Alberni, Bob 
(Ann) Chemainus, and daughters Terri Manuck (SSI), 
Anna Moncey (Black Creek) sister Evelyn Lee (SSI), 6 
grandchildren, 9 great grandchildren, many nieces and 
nephews, dear friend and long-time neighbour, Mollie Lacy, 
and many  friends and relatives worldwide.

Mary and Les were kind, patient, wise, extraordinary 
parents and growing up on a large Fulford farm we feel we 
lived a charmed childhood of freedom, family, music and love.

Mary was the author of two cookbooks, “An Apple A 
Day” and “An Apple a Day Volume Two”.  She will be missed 
at Apple Festival where her red blazer and smiling face were 
bright spots in the Fulford Hall. A dedicated member of 
St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Fulford, she and Mollie Lacy 
began the beautiful Heritage Garden we all enjoy in the 
spring. She was an entrepreneur having owned Sunnyside 
Garden Supplies in Fulford. An accomplished artist, her 
oils, watercolours and sketches hang in all our homes, and 
her painted trays and ceramics are family treasures.

After Mary sold the farm she lived in Brinkworthy for 
ten years, until her mobility declined and she became a 
resident of Greenwoods. During her 5 1/2 years there she 
knitted over a thousand toques and scarves for Canada 
Comfort Society and hundreds of teddy bears for Operation 
Christmas Child, an African orphanage, and many children 
of relatives, friends and staff at Greenwoods.

We wish to extend our thanks and gratitude to the staff 
of Greenwoods for their kindness, care and friendship to our 
mother, and to the wonderful nurses and doctors at Lady 
Minto Hospital during her fi nal hours. Our special thanks 
to Dr. Shane Barclay.

Flowers are gratefully declined, but a donation to 
Greenwoods Eldercare or Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 
would be much appreciated.

Memorial service Saturday May 14th at 1:00 pm at St. 
Mary’s Anglican Church, Fulford, followed by tea at the 
OAP hall across the road.

.,

Heather Lynn Paterson 
Mar. 18th 1962 - Apr. 12th 2016

 
Heather passed away peacefully, 

her last regret was that she was 
going to miss her gardening and 
her people. Survived by her parents, 
Carol and Jim, brother and sister, 
Wayne and Lynsey (Roger), her 
nieces and nephews Molly (Mike) Toby, Penny and 
Cub. Many cousins and friends.

Over fi fteen years ago a girl arrived on Salt Spring 
with a bike and a dream. This dream included a love 
of gardening. Over the years Heather worked her way 
into the gardens and hearts of many islanders. Always 
sharing a laugh and a cup of tea, she offered much 
more than gardening, she gave true friendship.

Heather’s fi ght with cancer included motor-biking, 
skiing, skate-boarding, biking and her newest love 
paddle boarding! She fought it to the end.

To all of you who were lucky enough to be one of 
her people, thank you from her family, and our thanks 
for the wonderful caring from Dr. Butcher and the 
staff at the Lady Minto Hospital.

Heather lived life her way right to the end. 
Celebration of Life to be held in North Vancouver at 
a later date.

NOTICE OF
2016 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of 
the Ratepayers of the North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at 
the Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road,  
Salt Spring Island, BC.

As required by the Letters Patent of the District, the 
Annual General Meeting will be held for the following 
purposes:

1. To receive from the Trustees a report on the 
condition of the works and a statement of the 

2. To discuss with the Trustees any matter relating 

District.

ensuing year.
4. To elect TWO Trustees for a term of 3 years 

each.
5. To choose the auditor for the ensuing year.

NOMINEES FOR TRUSTEE ARE:
Marshall J. Heinekey

Denis Russell

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca 
761 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S1

(250) 537-9902

ARMSTRONG, 
John Ross and 

Maza Mary (Becky), 
nee Bexson
<=

After almost 72 years 
of marriage Mum and 
Dad were separated 
by Becky’s death on 
February 2, 2016. Ross followed just 10 weeks 
later on April 10th. 

Becky and Ross were both born on the Prairies 
in 1922. They met and married in Whitehorse, 
Yukon Terr. where Ross was working for newly 
formed Canadian Pacific Airlines. His career 
with CPA took them to Edmonton and later to 
Vancouver. In 1983 they retired to the home they 
designed and built on Beddis Road on Salt Spring 
Island. They spent many happy years there, Becky 
working in the Thrift Shop and Dad with ham 
radio and a volunteer with the Salt Spring Island 
Emergency Program. They both enjoyed golfing 
on Salt Spring and played until their health began 
to fail. They ended their days in Victoria, at Oak 
Bay Lodge, where the care and attention of staff 
was much appreciated. 

They are survived by their 3 sons, 8 grandchil-
dren and 13 great grandchildren. 

<=

Pappy passed away April 
15, 2016 at Cowichan District 
Hospital. A Funeral Service 
will be held on Friday, April 22, 
2016 at 10:00 AM at St. Louis de Montfort Catholic 
Church, 60 Fern Road, Lake Cowichan. Reception 
to follow.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.hwwallacecbc.com 

RONALD JEROME    
PAPPENBERGER

=<
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CALL FOR ENTRIES
13TH ANNUAL 

Kitty Coleman Woodland
Art & Bloom Festival.

 Fine Art and Quality Crafts 
Juried Show. 

Presented in a spectacular 
outdoor setting 

May 21, 22 and 23
Applications for Artisans 

are available at 
woodlandgardens.ca

 or email 
2bevzimmerman@gmail.com

 250-338-6901

INFORMATION

CANADA BENEFIT Group - 
Do you or someone you know 
suffer from a disability? Get up 
to $40,000 from the Canadian 
Government. Toll-free 1-888-
511-2250 or www.canada-
benefi t.ca/free-assessment

HIP OR knee replacement? 
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in walking/dress-
ing? Disability tax credit 
$2,000 tax credit $20,000 re-
fund. Apply today for assis-
tance: 1-844-453-5372.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND ANORAK Jacket on 
Trincomali Heights. Claim @ 
the Driftwood: 250 537-9933

DEATHS

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248

TRAVEL

SAVE 30% on our Heart of the 
Arctic adventure. Visit Inuit
communities in Greenland and
Nunavut aboard the com-
fortable 198-passenger Ocean
Endeavour. Call for details! 1-
800-363-7566 or visit online
www.adventurecanada.com
(TICO#04001400)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

NEW EXCITING mini VLT’s.
Produce buckets of cash
monthly. Attracts customers
like money magnets. Loca-
tions provided. Ground fl oor
opportunity. Full details call
now 1-866-668-6629. Website
www.tcvend.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers
have work-at-home positions
available. Get online training
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your
work-at-home career today!

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

START A new career in
Graphic Arts, Healthcare,
Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a
GED, call:  855-670-9765

HELP WANTED

COASTAL Logging Company look-
ing for qualifi ed grapple yarder
hooktender. Union position, Lake
Cowichan area. Possible accoma-
dations. email resume to northview-
timber@shaw.ca

MEDICAL/DENTAL

HEALTHCARE DOCUMEN-
TATION Specialists are in
huge demand. Employers
want CanScribe graduates. A
great work-from-home career!
Train with Canada’s best-rated
program. Enroll today.
www.canscribe.com. 1-800-
466-1535, info@canscribe.com

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALTH PRODUCTS

EMERGENCY DEVICE for
seniors - Free equipment,
monitored 24/7. Stay safe in
your home for less than $1.00
a day. For free information
guide, call toll-free 1-888-865-
5001 or www.LifeAssure.com

EDUCATION/TUTORING

Tutor Available - Essay writ-
ing, grammar, research, &
exam prep. High School or
University students. Call:
(778)353-2004 or kristin@con-
stantconnection.ca

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm 
1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

Mary Eileen Mollet 
nee Bennett

Mary, “Apple Granny”, died peace-
fully with all her family by her side, at 
Lady Minto Hospital in the early morn-
ing hours of April 14th.  She was born 
on January 13, 1920 on Salt Spring 
Island, second child of Alice (Rogers) 

Bennett (England), and Jack Bennett (Australia).
Predeceased by her husband of 48 years, Leslie; infant 

daughter Trudy Louise; sister June Stevens; brother Johnny 
Bennett; and two sons- in-law, Cecil Moncey and Joe 
Manuck.

Survived by sons Ted (Glenda) Port Alberni, Bob 
(Ann) Chemainus, and daughters Terri Manuck (SSI), 
Anna Moncey (Black Creek) sister Evelyn Lee (SSI), 6 
grandchildren, 9 great grandchildren, many nieces and 
nephews, dear friend and long-time neighbour, Mollie Lacy, 
and many  friends and relatives worldwide.

Mary and Les were kind, patient, wise, extraordinary 
parents and growing up on a large Fulford farm we feel we 
lived a charmed childhood of freedom, family, music and love.

Mary was the author of two cookbooks, “An Apple A 
Day” and “An Apple a Day Volume Two”.  She will be missed 
at Apple Festival where her red blazer and smiling face were 
bright spots in the Fulford Hall. A dedicated member of 
St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Fulford, she and Mollie Lacy 
began the beautiful Heritage Garden we all enjoy in the 
spring. She was an entrepreneur having owned Sunnyside 
Garden Supplies in Fulford. An accomplished artist, her 
oils, watercolours and sketches hang in all our homes, and 
her painted trays and ceramics are family treasures.

After Mary sold the farm she lived in Brinkworthy for 
ten years, until her mobility declined and she became a 
resident of Greenwoods. During her 5 1/2 years there she 
knitted over a thousand toques and scarves for Canada 
Comfort Society and hundreds of teddy bears for Operation 
Christmas Child, an African orphanage, and many children 
of relatives, friends and staff at Greenwoods.

We wish to extend our thanks and gratitude to the staff 
of Greenwoods for their kindness, care and friendship to our 
mother, and to the wonderful nurses and doctors at Lady 
Minto Hospital during her fi nal hours. Our special thanks 
to Dr. Shane Barclay.

Flowers are gratefully declined, but a donation to 
Greenwoods Eldercare or Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 
would be much appreciated.

Memorial service Saturday May 14th at 1:00 pm at St. 
Mary’s Anglican Church, Fulford, followed by tea at the 
OAP hall across the road.

.,

Heather Lynn Paterson 
Mar. 18th 1962 - Apr. 12th 2016

 
Heather passed away peacefully, 

her last regret was that she was 
going to miss her gardening and 
her people. Survived by her parents, 
Carol and Jim, brother and sister, 
Wayne and Lynsey (Roger), her 
nieces and nephews Molly (Mike) Toby, Penny and 
Cub. Many cousins and friends.

Over fi fteen years ago a girl arrived on Salt Spring 
with a bike and a dream. This dream included a love 
of gardening. Over the years Heather worked her way 
into the gardens and hearts of many islanders. Always 
sharing a laugh and a cup of tea, she offered much 
more than gardening, she gave true friendship.

Heather’s fi ght with cancer included motor-biking, 
skiing, skate-boarding, biking and her newest love 
paddle boarding! She fought it to the end.

To all of you who were lucky enough to be one of 
her people, thank you from her family, and our thanks 
for the wonderful caring from Dr. Butcher and the 
staff at the Lady Minto Hospital.

Heather lived life her way right to the end. 
Celebration of Life to be held in North Vancouver at 
a later date.

NOTICE OF
2016 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of 
the Ratepayers of the North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at 
the Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road,  
Salt Spring Island, BC.

As required by the Letters Patent of the District, the 
Annual General Meeting will be held for the following 
purposes:

1. To receive from the Trustees a report on the 
condition of the works and a statement of the 

2. To discuss with the Trustees any matter relating 

District.

ensuing year.
4. To elect TWO Trustees for a term of 3 years 

each.
5. To choose the auditor for the ensuing year.

NOMINEES FOR TRUSTEE ARE:
Marshall J. Heinekey

Denis Russell

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca 
761 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S1

(250) 537-9902

ARMSTRONG, 
John Ross and 

Maza Mary (Becky), 
nee Bexson
<=

After almost 72 years 
of marriage Mum and 
Dad were separated 
by Becky’s death on 
February 2, 2016. Ross followed just 10 weeks 
later on April 10th. 

Becky and Ross were both born on the Prairies 
in 1922. They met and married in Whitehorse, 
Yukon Terr. where Ross was working for newly 
formed Canadian Pacific Airlines. His career 
with CPA took them to Edmonton and later to 
Vancouver. In 1983 they retired to the home they 
designed and built on Beddis Road on Salt Spring 
Island. They spent many happy years there, Becky 
working in the Thrift Shop and Dad with ham 
radio and a volunteer with the Salt Spring Island 
Emergency Program. They both enjoyed golfing 
on Salt Spring and played until their health began 
to fail. They ended their days in Victoria, at Oak 
Bay Lodge, where the care and attention of staff 
was much appreciated. 

They are survived by their 3 sons, 8 grandchil-
dren and 13 great grandchildren. 

<=

Pappy passed away April 
15, 2016 at Cowichan District 
Hospital. A Funeral Service 
will be held on Friday, April 22, 
2016 at 10:00 AM at St. Louis de Montfort Catholic 
Church, 60 Fern Road, Lake Cowichan. Reception 
to follow.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.hwwallacecbc.com 

RONALD JEROME    
PAPPENBERGER
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DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS
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COMING EVENTS

CALL FOR ENTRIES
13TH ANNUAL 

Kitty Coleman Woodland
Art & Bloom Festival.

 Fine Art and Quality Crafts 
Juried Show. 

Presented in a spectacular 
outdoor setting 

May 21, 22 and 23
Applications for Artisans 

are available at 
woodlandgardens.ca

 or email 
2bevzimmerman@gmail.com

 250-338-6901

INFORMATION

CANADA BENEFIT Group - 
Do you or someone you know 
suffer from a disability? Get up 
to $40,000 from the Canadian 
Government. Toll-free 1-888-
511-2250 or www.canada-
benefi t.ca/free-assessment

HIP OR knee replacement? 
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in walking/dress-
ing? Disability tax credit 
$2,000 tax credit $20,000 re-
fund. Apply today for assis-
tance: 1-844-453-5372.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND ANORAK Jacket on 
Trincomali Heights. Claim @ 
the Driftwood: 250 537-9933

DEATHS

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248

TRAVEL

SAVE 30% on our Heart of the 
Arctic adventure. Visit Inuit
communities in Greenland and
Nunavut aboard the com-
fortable 198-passenger Ocean
Endeavour. Call for details! 1-
800-363-7566 or visit online
www.adventurecanada.com
(TICO#04001400)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

NEW EXCITING mini VLT’s.
Produce buckets of cash
monthly. Attracts customers
like money magnets. Loca-
tions provided. Ground fl oor
opportunity. Full details call
now 1-866-668-6629. Website
www.tcvend.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers
have work-at-home positions
available. Get online training
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your
work-at-home career today!

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

START A new career in
Graphic Arts, Healthcare,
Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a
GED, call:  855-670-9765

HELP WANTED

COASTAL Logging Company look-
ing for qualifi ed grapple yarder
hooktender. Union position, Lake
Cowichan area. Possible accoma-
dations. email resume to northview-
timber@shaw.ca

MEDICAL/DENTAL

HEALTHCARE DOCUMEN-
TATION Specialists are in
huge demand. Employers
want CanScribe graduates. A
great work-from-home career!
Train with Canada’s best-rated
program. Enroll today.
www.canscribe.com. 1-800-
466-1535, info@canscribe.com

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALTH PRODUCTS

EMERGENCY DEVICE for
seniors - Free equipment,
monitored 24/7. Stay safe in
your home for less than $1.00
a day. For free information
guide, call toll-free 1-888-865-
5001 or www.LifeAssure.com

EDUCATION/TUTORING

Tutor Available - Essay writ-
ing, grammar, research, &
exam prep. High School or
University students. Call:
(778)353-2004 or kristin@con-
stantconnection.ca

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm 
1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

Mary Eileen Mollet 
nee Bennett

Mary, “Apple Granny”, died peace-
fully with all her family by her side, at 
Lady Minto Hospital in the early morn-
ing hours of April 14th.  She was born 
on January 13, 1920 on Salt Spring 
Island, second child of Alice (Rogers) 

Bennett (England), and Jack Bennett (Australia).
Predeceased by her husband of 48 years, Leslie; infant 

daughter Trudy Louise; sister June Stevens; brother Johnny 
Bennett; and two sons- in-law, Cecil Moncey and Joe 
Manuck.

Survived by sons Ted (Glenda) Port Alberni, Bob 
(Ann) Chemainus, and daughters Terri Manuck (SSI), 
Anna Moncey (Black Creek) sister Evelyn Lee (SSI), 6 
grandchildren, 9 great grandchildren, many nieces and 
nephews, dear friend and long-time neighbour, Mollie Lacy, 
and many  friends and relatives worldwide.

Mary and Les were kind, patient, wise, extraordinary 
parents and growing up on a large Fulford farm we feel we 
lived a charmed childhood of freedom, family, music and love.

Mary was the author of two cookbooks, “An Apple A 
Day” and “An Apple a Day Volume Two”.  She will be missed 
at Apple Festival where her red blazer and smiling face were 
bright spots in the Fulford Hall. A dedicated member of 
St. Mary’s Anglican Church, Fulford, she and Mollie Lacy 
began the beautiful Heritage Garden we all enjoy in the 
spring. She was an entrepreneur having owned Sunnyside 
Garden Supplies in Fulford. An accomplished artist, her 
oils, watercolours and sketches hang in all our homes, and 
her painted trays and ceramics are family treasures.

After Mary sold the farm she lived in Brinkworthy for 
ten years, until her mobility declined and she became a 
resident of Greenwoods. During her 5 1/2 years there she 
knitted over a thousand toques and scarves for Canada 
Comfort Society and hundreds of teddy bears for Operation 
Christmas Child, an African orphanage, and many children 
of relatives, friends and staff at Greenwoods.

We wish to extend our thanks and gratitude to the staff 
of Greenwoods for their kindness, care and friendship to our 
mother, and to the wonderful nurses and doctors at Lady 
Minto Hospital during her fi nal hours. Our special thanks 
to Dr. Shane Barclay.

Flowers are gratefully declined, but a donation to 
Greenwoods Eldercare or Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 
would be much appreciated.

Memorial service Saturday May 14th at 1:00 pm at St. 
Mary’s Anglican Church, Fulford, followed by tea at the 
OAP hall across the road.

.,

Heather Lynn Paterson 
Mar. 18th 1962 - Apr. 12th 2016

 
Heather passed away peacefully, 

her last regret was that she was 
going to miss her gardening and 
her people. Survived by her parents, 
Carol and Jim, brother and sister, 
Wayne and Lynsey (Roger), her 
nieces and nephews Molly (Mike) Toby, Penny and 
Cub. Many cousins and friends.

Over fi fteen years ago a girl arrived on Salt Spring 
with a bike and a dream. This dream included a love 
of gardening. Over the years Heather worked her way 
into the gardens and hearts of many islanders. Always 
sharing a laugh and a cup of tea, she offered much 
more than gardening, she gave true friendship.

Heather’s fi ght with cancer included motor-biking, 
skiing, skate-boarding, biking and her newest love 
paddle boarding! She fought it to the end.

To all of you who were lucky enough to be one of 
her people, thank you from her family, and our thanks 
for the wonderful caring from Dr. Butcher and the 
staff at the Lady Minto Hospital.

Heather lived life her way right to the end. 
Celebration of Life to be held in North Vancouver at 
a later date.

NOTICE OF
2016 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of 
the Ratepayers of the North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at 
the Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius Bay Road,  
Salt Spring Island, BC.

As required by the Letters Patent of the District, the 
Annual General Meeting will be held for the following 
purposes:

1. To receive from the Trustees a report on the 
condition of the works and a statement of the 

2. To discuss with the Trustees any matter relating 

District.

ensuing year.
4. To elect TWO Trustees for a term of 3 years 

each.
5. To choose the auditor for the ensuing year.

NOMINEES FOR TRUSTEE ARE:
Marshall J. Heinekey

Denis Russell

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca 
761 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S1

(250) 537-9902

ARMSTRONG, 
John Ross and 

Maza Mary (Becky), 
nee Bexson
<=

After almost 72 years 
of marriage Mum and 
Dad were separated 
by Becky’s death on 
February 2, 2016. Ross followed just 10 weeks 
later on April 10th. 

Becky and Ross were both born on the Prairies 
in 1922. They met and married in Whitehorse, 
Yukon Terr. where Ross was working for newly 
formed Canadian Pacific Airlines. His career 
with CPA took them to Edmonton and later to 
Vancouver. In 1983 they retired to the home they 
designed and built on Beddis Road on Salt Spring 
Island. They spent many happy years there, Becky 
working in the Thrift Shop and Dad with ham 
radio and a volunteer with the Salt Spring Island 
Emergency Program. They both enjoyed golfing 
on Salt Spring and played until their health began 
to fail. They ended their days in Victoria, at Oak 
Bay Lodge, where the care and attention of staff 
was much appreciated. 

They are survived by their 3 sons, 8 grandchil-
dren and 13 great grandchildren. 

<=

Pappy passed away April 
15, 2016 at Cowichan District 
Hospital. A Funeral Service 
will be held on Friday, April 22, 
2016 at 10:00 AM at St. Louis de Montfort Catholic 
Church, 60 Fern Road, Lake Cowichan. Reception 
to follow.

Online condolences may be made at 
www.hwwallacecbc.com 

RONALD JEROME    
PAPPENBERGER
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CALL FOR ENTRIES
13TH ANNUAL 

Kitty Coleman Woodland
Art & Bloom Festival.

 Fine Art and Quality Crafts 
Juried Show. 

Presented in a spectacular 
outdoor setting 

May 21, 22 and 23
Applications for Artisans 

are available at 
woodlandgardens.ca

 or email 
2bevzimmerman@gmail.com

 250-338-6901

INFORMATION

CANADA BENEFIT Group - 
Do you or someone you know 
suffer from a disability? Get up 
to $40,000 from the Canadian 
Government. Toll-free 1-888-
511-2250 or www.canada-
benefi t.ca/free-assessment

HIP OR knee replacement? 
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in walking/dress-
ing? Disability tax credit 
$2,000 tax credit $20,000 re-
fund. Apply today for assis-
tance: 1-844-453-5372.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND ANORAK Jacket on 
Trincomali Heights. Claim @ 
the Driftwood: 250 537-9933

DEATHS

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare.
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can
help! 1-888-356-5248

TRAVEL

SAVE 30% on our Heart of the 
Arctic adventure. Visit Inuit
communities in Greenland and
Nunavut aboard the com-
fortable 198-passenger Ocean
Endeavour. Call for details! 1-
800-363-7566 or visit online
www.adventurecanada.com
(TICO#04001400)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

NEW EXCITING mini VLT’s.
Produce buckets of cash
monthly. Attracts customers
like money magnets. Loca-
tions provided. Ground fl oor
opportunity. Full details call
now 1-866-668-6629. Website
www.tcvend.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION! 
In-demand career! Employers
have work-at-home positions
available. Get online training
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your
work-at-home career today!

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

START A new career in
Graphic Arts, Healthcare,
Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a
GED, call:  855-670-9765

HELP WANTED

COASTAL Logging Company look-
ing for qualifi ed grapple yarder
hooktender. Union position, Lake
Cowichan area. Possible accoma-
dations. email resume to northview-
timber@shaw.ca

MEDICAL/DENTAL

HEALTHCARE DOCUMEN-
TATION Specialists are in
huge demand. Employers
want CanScribe graduates. A
great work-from-home career!
Train with Canada’s best-rated
program. Enroll today.
www.canscribe.com. 1-800-
466-1535, info@canscribe.com

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALTH PRODUCTS

EMERGENCY DEVICE for
seniors - Free equipment,
monitored 24/7. Stay safe in
your home for less than $1.00
a day. For free information
guide, call toll-free 1-888-865-
5001 or www.LifeAssure.com

EDUCATION/TUTORING

Tutor Available - Essay writ-
ing, grammar, research, &
exam prep. High School or
University students. Call:
(778)353-2004 or kristin@con-
stantconnection.ca

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm 
1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

gulfislandsdriftwood.com

classified@gulfislands
driftwood.com
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The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee seeks advice 
and expertise of residents and community leaders through its 

volunteer Advisory Planning Commissions. 
ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Purpose:  Provides recommendations to the Local Trust Committee on matters 

referred to it concerning land use, community planning, or proposed 
bylaws and permits.

Term:  1-2 years. Meets on average once per month. 
AGRICULTURE ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Purpose:  Provides recommendations to the Local Trust Committee on matters 

referred to it concerning land use, community planning or proposed 
bylaws and permits specifically related to Agriculture.

Term:  2 years. Meets on average less than once per month. 
If you are interested in an Advisory Commission appointment, please contact us 
for an application form or provide a statement of interest, relevant experience and 
qualifications by April 29, 2016. 
Applications should be addressed to the: 

SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE, ISLANDS TRUST
1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2N8 or 

ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca 
For more information please contact 250.537.9144 or ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

HELP SHAPE YOUR COMMUNITY!

Salt Spring Island Golf & Country Club 

Wednesday, April 27th
Upstairs at the Clubhouse, 
805A Lower Ganges Road

Established 1928

Notice of Annual 
General Meeting

AUTO FINANCING

APPROVED AUTO LOANS 

1-800-910-6402  www.PreApproval.cc
SAME DAY

#7557

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

AUTO FINANCING

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

TAX FREE MONEY
is available, if you are a 
homeowner, today! We can 
easily approve you by 
phone. 1st, 2nd or 3rd mort-
gage money is available 
right now. Rates start at 
Prime. Equity counts. We 
don’t rely on credit, age or 
income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

Looking for a new mobile-
friendly site? Constant Con-
nection offers Wordpress site 
development, support, and 
training. Visit constantconnec-
tion.ca or call (778)-353-2004.

AUTO FINANCING

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

INFORMATION

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

GARAGE SALES

220 GARNER RD  Sat. & Sun, 
April 23 & 24. 9am - 3pm. Big 
moving sale, everything must 
go, indoor & outdoor furniture.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

LASER PRINTER - Dell Multi-
function Colour - Model 3115. 
$100  Call: 250 537-1119

POLE BARNS, Shops, steel 
buildings metal clad or fabric 
clad. Complete supply  and in-
stallation. Call John at 403-
998-7907; jcameron@advan-
cebuildings.com.

REFORESTATION NUR-
SERY seedlings of hardy 
trees, shrubs, & berries for  
shelterbelts or landscaping. 
Spruce & Pine from 
$0.99/tree. Free shipping.  Re-
placement guarantee. 1-866-
873-3846 or www.treetime.ca

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4,397 - Make money & save 
money with your own bandmill 
- Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/400OT 1-800-566-
6899 Ext:400OT.

REAL ESTATE

GULF ISLANDS
M. Ridge urban reserve properties;
5 ac rent $3200, $1.775M; 5 ac raw 
$916K; 10 ac 2 houses, $3.3M; 2.2 
ac $900K; 7.2 ac land only $1.5M 
Galiano Island, beach prop, $659K 
galianobeachhouse.com 604-716-6935

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

COMMERCIAL RETAIL spac-
es in building next to Saturday 
Market.  - 200 sq. ft. from 
$500/mo to 450 sq. ft. from 
$1100/mo. and each unit in-
cludes a Saturday Market stall.  
Available May 1, 2016. Call: 
250 537-6860

COMMERCIAL RETAIL
SPACE up to 1,400 sq. ft. will 
build to suit & unit comes with 
Saturday Market stall.  
Call:   250 537-6860

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

UPPER GANGES CENTRE
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

STORAGE

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

TRANSPORTATION TRANSPORTATION

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEE WEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 20
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TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

Run it 
FOR 3 months!

$34.99
Run your 

classified ad 
in the Driftwood 

and the Extra 
for 3 months!

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

Your private party (merchandise only) 
3 line classified ad will run in our 

next 3 insertions. If you need to modify 
the ad or run it again, 

just call us and we’ll run it again 
for another 3 insertions. 
Extra lines are $1.50/line.

CALL NOW
250-537-9933

Invite the whole 
neighbourhood to your garage 

sale with a classified ad. 
CALL 250-537-9933

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 

CASH ONLY

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up.

CASH ONLY 

GARAGE 
SALE

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee seeks advice 
and expertise of residents and community leaders through its 

volunteer Advisory Planning Commissions. 
ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Purpose:  Provides recommendations to the Local Trust Committee on matters 

referred to it concerning land use, community planning, or proposed 
bylaws and permits.

Term:  1-2 years. Meets on average once per month. 
AGRICULTURE ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Purpose:  Provides recommendations to the Local Trust Committee on matters 

referred to it concerning land use, community planning or proposed 
bylaws and permits specifically related to Agriculture.

Term:  2 years. Meets on average less than once per month. 
If you are interested in an Advisory Commission appointment, please contact us 
for an application form or provide a statement of interest, relevant experience and 
qualifications by April 29, 2016. 
Applications should be addressed to the: 

SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE, ISLANDS TRUST
1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2N8 or 

ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca 
For more information please contact 250.537.9144 or ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

HELP SHAPE YOUR COMMUNITY!

Salt Spring Island Golf & Country Club 

Wednesday, April 27th
Upstairs at the Clubhouse, 
805A Lower Ganges Road

Established 1928

Notice of Annual 
General Meeting

AUTO FINANCING

APPROVED AUTO LOANS 

1-800-910-6402  www.PreApproval.cc
SAME DAY

#7557

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

AUTO FINANCING

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

TAX FREE MONEY
is available, if you are a 
homeowner, today! We can 
easily approve you by 
phone. 1st, 2nd or 3rd mort-
gage money is available 
right now. Rates start at 
Prime. Equity counts. We 
don’t rely on credit, age or 
income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

Looking for a new mobile-
friendly site? Constant Con-
nection offers Wordpress site 
development, support, and 
training. Visit constantconnec-
tion.ca or call (778)-353-2004.

AUTO FINANCING

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

INFORMATION

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

GARAGE SALES

220 GARNER RD  Sat. & Sun, 
April 23 & 24. 9am - 3pm. Big 
moving sale, everything must 
go, indoor & outdoor furniture.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

LASER PRINTER - Dell Multi-
function Colour - Model 3115. 
$100  Call: 250 537-1119

POLE BARNS, Shops, steel 
buildings metal clad or fabric 
clad. Complete supply  and in-
stallation. Call John at 403-
998-7907; jcameron@advan-
cebuildings.com.

REFORESTATION NUR-
SERY seedlings of hardy 
trees, shrubs, & berries for  
shelterbelts or landscaping. 
Spruce & Pine from 
$0.99/tree. Free shipping.  Re-
placement guarantee. 1-866-
873-3846 or www.treetime.ca

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4,397 - Make money & save 
money with your own bandmill 
- Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/400OT 1-800-566-
6899 Ext:400OT.

REAL ESTATE

GULF ISLANDS
M. Ridge urban reserve properties;
5 ac rent $3200, $1.775M; 5 ac raw 
$916K; 10 ac 2 houses, $3.3M; 2.2 
ac $900K; 7.2 ac land only $1.5M 
Galiano Island, beach prop, $659K 
galianobeachhouse.com 604-716-6935
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550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

COMMERCIAL RETAIL spac-
es in building next to Saturday 
Market.  - 200 sq. ft. from 
$500/mo to 450 sq. ft. from 
$1100/mo. and each unit in-
cludes a Saturday Market stall.  
Available May 1, 2016. Call: 
250 537-6860

COMMERCIAL RETAIL
SPACE up to 1,400 sq. ft. will 
build to suit & unit comes with 
Saturday Market stall.  
Call:   250 537-6860
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2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
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for an application form or provide a statement of interest, relevant experience and 
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CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE:

MONDAY 4PM

LOST - SUNGLASSES in a 
case - at Fulford Hall on Sunday, 
April 17th.  If found please call 
250 537-9335.
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Now more than ever, this project makes sense  

for Canada and British Columbia. It’s vital we  

receive the most from our natural resources  

at a time when our economy needs it most.  

The Trans Mountain Expansion Project will allow 

Canadian oil to be delivered to international  

markets and, as a result, Canada will earn 

approximately $3.7 billion more a year for our oil.  

By realizing full value, everyone will benefit.  

In addition, the expansion will create tens  

of thousands of jobs over the next 25 years. 

“By accessing world 
markets for Canadian  
oil, we’ll enjoy increased 
tax dollars and years  
of employment.”

- Deborah Cahill,  President, Electrical Contractors Association of BC

For more information, go to TransMountain.com/benefits
Email: info@transmountain.com · Phone: 1-866-514-6700

Committed to safety since 1953.

sEnIors aCtIVItIEs 

Seniors society ready to welcome new board members
Age-friendly 
communities in focus 

Salt Spring Seniors’ AGM will be 
held on Friday, April 29 this year. 

There have been some chang-
es as people come and go, and at 
least three of the board members 
are stepping down to make way 
for new blood. And there are eager 
nominees ready to take the yoke. 
We encourage all our members to 

attend the AGM and vote for your 
favourites. 

At the AGM there will be a pre-
sentation called Age-friendly 
Communities by Barb Aust, who is 
chair of the Greenwoods Eldercare 

Society. It promises to be an inter-
esting talk. Members of the public 
interested in hearing Aust’s talk are 
welcome to attend, and those who 
are not currently members of Salt 
Spring Seniors will have an oppor-
tunity to join.

Our Active Learning program 
has blossomed into a wide-ranging 
examination of art. We’ve moved 
from looking at individual artists 
like Diego Rivera and Monet, to the 
Group of Seven to artistic move-

ments like Impressionism and Art 
Deco, and recently, we’ve invited 
local Salt Spring artists to come 
and show us their work and talk 
about the artistic process and what 
inspires it. Come join us on Mon-
day afternoons at 2 p.m.

Quiz nights continue on the first 
and third Sundays of the month 
at 6 p.m. It’s a fun night and we all 
take turns being quiz master. Pick 
a topic, or cover a wide range of 
interests. Everyone welcome.

Our website has amazed us with 
the number of hits we’re getting. 
At www.saltspringseniorscentre.
ca you’ll find up-to-date informa-
tion on our calendar of events, pic-
tures of all the fun we’re having, 
and explanations of how you can 
join in, start a group of your own or 
volunteer. 

We always need volunteers: at 
the reception desk, and to drive 
seniors to doctors and other 
appointments.

seniors
ce ntreneWs
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D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
for his column, 

Streets of 
Salt Spring 

Island.

If you have 
information on any 

of our streets, 
please contact 

us at: 
250-537-9933 or 

dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com
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SOFTBALL 

Offence shines
in victories
Salt Spring downs tricky 
Sooke team

SUBMITTED BY U16 GIRLS TEAM 
The U16 girls softball team went up against 

the U16 Sooke team for a double-header on 
Sunday and beat them 18-8 and 14-10. 

Their offensive skills really paid off as Kate 
Ponsford and Brianna Wilson slammed it out to 
centre fi eld, and Ella Baker got around to third 
base with her powerful swing. Meanwhile, on 
the fi eld, Linnea Barrett and Emma Hambrook 
caught tricky pop fl ies and got the runners out.

While playing second base, Carlie Aston 
received a fast grounder and tagged the runner 
out. Bronte Mah and Kaitlyn Lazzarotto defend-
ed home plate in the catcher position.

All in all, the games went well even though 
the Sooke team was tricky to beat.

SQUASH 

Squash club edges closer to facility goal
Renewed campaign marks 
fi nal push

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The squash club’s iconic roadside 
silhouettes have reappeared sporting 
a distinctively festive fashion upgrade.

The rainbow accessories that adorn 
the black and brown metal cutouts 
celebrate brimming optimism among 
squash club members who sense 
completion of a long-awaited playing 
court is right around the corner.

“It’s kind of exciting,” said Markus 
Wenzel, the club’s president. “There’s 
never been a squash court on Salt 
Spring, so it’ll be interesting to see 
how quickly we can mobilize the 
people who’ve played elsewhere into 

weekly booking.”
As of late last week, the group has 

confirmed contributions of $112,000. 
The colourfully clad silhouettes are 
designed to elicit enough donations 
to reach the $150,000 goal to cover 
phase one, which includes a single 
squash court. Additional fundraising 
will cover subsequent expenses for a 
second court, Wenzel said.

Following nearly a year and a half 
spent driving through regulatory 
requirements set by the Islands Trust 
and provincial Agricultural Land 
Commission, club members face their 
last hurdle on April 27, when they call 
on members of the Salt Spring Golf 
and Country Club for permission to 
use part of the golf club property.

It’s not a slam dunk, but Wenzel 
is hopeful success of the Salt Spring 

Tennis Association’s indoor tennis 
court (next to the site of the proposed 
squash facility) proves the plan is 
sound.

“We’re really fortunate to have the 
tennis club to set the stage for how 
this can work,” he said.

Should approval be granted, the club 
plans several fundraising events in May. 
Wenzel said the group’s current time-
line shows construction set to begin in 
September. The first match could be 
held before the end of the year.

“It’s optimistic, but we hope to start 
playing before the days start getting 
longer,” he said. “All our signs say, 
‘Squash 2016,’ and we didn’t buy a 
stencil for 2017.”

More information about the squash 
court plan is available through www.
saltspringsquash.ca.

GOLF 

Salt Spring’s golf season heats up fairways
Several groups to 
choose from 

BY MARCIA HOGAN
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

The 18-hole men’s league 
opened on April 6 with nine 
foursomes playing. The win-
ning team was Gus Agostini, 
Doug Swartzentruber, Rick 
MacKinnon and Lee Stallman, 
with a score of fi ve under par. 
The event was followed by a 
buffet lunch in the clubhouse, 
and a fun-fi lled day was had 
by all.

The TNT group, which 
plays Thursday nights, begins 

their season on April 21 at 4 
p.m. For afternoon play three 
days a week, there’s the PGA 
group at 1 p.m. beginning 
April 22. Early bird golfers, 
the Fickle Fingers, play Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays 
before 8 a.m.

April 12 was opening day 
for the ladies golf groups: 
Monday night ladies (MNL), 
9-hole ladies and the 18-hole 
ladies. Under the occasion-
al shower, 39 ladies set out 
at the 10 a.m. shotgun on a 
four-ball scramble. The win-
ning foursome, with a gross 
score of 39, was the team of 
Joanna Barrett, Sharon MacK-

innon, Joni White and Audrey 
Brown. Vice captain of the 
women’s leagues, Jane Hickie, 
introduced the ladies execu-
tive and outlined some of this 
year’s upcoming events.

Monday night ladies golf-
ing opens on May 2 at 4 p.m. 
and is designed for those who 
can’t play during the day. Play 
is usually followed by dinner 
in the clubhouse. This is a 
nine-hole group and does not 
require a golf membership in 
order to play. The nine-hole 
ladies play a 9 a.m. shotgun 
start on Thursdays. For more 
information on all ladies’ 
events throughout the year, 

check out the new and much 
improved club website that 
features a “members only” 
tab, where you will find the 
fi xture card and categories for 
each of the ladies’ groups. 

For women wanting to 
improve their game this year, 
the 18-hole ladies will host a 
weekly educational program 
focussed on skill building, 
rules and etiquette, starting 
in May. It will run at 8 a.m. on 
Tuesdays, prior to the 9 a.m. 
shotgun starts.

The annual general meet-
ing takes place on Wednes-
day, April 27 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
clubhouse.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

Athletes make a splash in Comox
Group seeks new volunteers

BY ROSS HARVEY
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

The Salt Spring Island Special Olympics Swim Team joined more 
than 250 other athletes over the weekend for the Vancouver Island 
qualifi ers in Comox for the 2017 B.C. Provincial Games.

Among them were Salt Spring’s team of Jason Newport, Carlos 
Manzano, Pam McDonald, Debbie McNaughton, Christopher 
Joynson, Dawn Hadler and Mahjor Bains. Coaches were Charlene 
Wolff, Jo Logan, Joan Gunn-Allard, and Jen McDonald and Ross 
Harvey as general program volunteers.   

This was the fi rst time the local team has attended the regional 
qualifying meet and it was a great opportunity for the coaches and 
athletes to build their skills in a competitive setting. All Salt Spring 
athletes came home with new and improved personal best times 
and memories of an adventure outside of their regular lives. The 
joy of the athletes fi nishing their races is most impressive. It seems 
not to matter if the swimmer fi nishes last or fi rst as it’s all about the 
achievement of participating in something grand. 

The coaches are a dedicated group of volunteers. Listening to 
them talk about their athletes, you can clearly see the joy and pride 
they take from their coaching efforts.

The swim team wraps up its season soon, but May will see the 

bocce ball team start training for regional qualifi ers in July.  
Anyone interested in a joy-fi lled and rewarding way to spend 

Thursday afternoons this summer as a volunteer scorekeeper or 
coach can contact local Special Olympics co-ordinator Merv 
Anderson at 250-537-4011.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

Salt Spring Special Olympics swim athletes and coaches. 


