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WALL OF DEFENDERS: From left, Old Boys players Mike Davis, Matt Johnson, Sean Goddard, Dave Eadie and Graham Tweddle 
stop a potential goal in masters soccer action against a dominating Juan de Fuca team at GISS on Sunday. See story on page 20.

Rescue call saves bay dweller
Coast Guard extinguishes barge blaze

Brinkworthy
sports fi eld 
plan stalled
PARC rezoning application 
delayed at LTC

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Capital Regional District’s proposal for 
sports fi elds on Brinkworthy Road hit a wall 
Thursday after the Local Trust Committee 
expressed disappointment with how little the 
plan had developed in the past three months.

Salt Spring’s LTC had initially discussed 
the CRD’s rezoning application in December 
2015. They asked the applicants to return 
with a revised project that would address 
concerns from residents of neighbouring 
Brinkworthy Place as well as the agricultural 
community. 

“We’re here however many weeks later and 
I don’t think we’re any further ahead, and I 
don’t see how I can be in any position to do 
anything different to what I did last time,” 
trustee Peter Grove told the applicants rep-
resented by the island’s senior CRD manager 
Karla Campbell and Parks and Recreation 
manager Dan Ovington.

The 15-acre property in question is part 
of the Agricultural Land Reserve. PARC is 
seeking rezoning from agricultural to park 
land before it purchases the property, with 
a December 2016 deadline to approve the 
sale. It must also obtain permission from the 
Agricultural Land Commission for non-farm 
use.

Chair Peter Luckham commented on pro-
cess and administrative fairness, including 
a wish to not lead the CRD too far down the 
road, only to reject the application in the end.

“I’m hearing the same questions [from 
local trustees] as three months ago, without 
hearing any of them answered, and I think 
that this is a premature application,” Luck-
ham said. 

SPORTS FACILITIES 
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE AND ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The occupant of a camper on a barge  
moored in Ganges Harbour received a stern 
awakening early Thursday morning when 
the structure caught fi re.

Personnel aboard the Cape Naden reached 
the scene soon after 3 a.m. on March 10 fol-
lowing receipt of a marine distress call.

“We had an initial report of a boat fi re in 
Ganges Harbour from another vessel,” said 
Dylan Carter, search and rescue coordina-
tor at the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre 
in Victoria.

Carter said Coast Guard members dis-
covered a smoldering barge partially sub-
merged when they reached the scene.

Jim Watkins, who was spending the 

night nearby on his boat, noticed the fi re in 
“Squalor Bay” just beyond Gasoline Alley 
after he awoke at 1:30 a.m. and couldn’t get 
back to sleep. He said everyone else was 
“hunkered down” in the midst of the high 
winds and severe rainstorm that walloped 
the coast Wednesday night.

FIELDS  continued on  2BLAZE  continued on  2
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.
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•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.
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AS LOW AS
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*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.
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Remains of a live-aboard structure in Ganges Harbour that caught fire in the middle of the 
night last thursday, floating among other moored-out vessels.

“Most of what floats out there is in a 
precarious state at the best of times,” he 
said.

Watkins’ cell phone wasn’t charged so 
he contacted the Coast Guard through his 
VHF radio. He also walked to the end of 
the dock to see if he could hear anyone 
screaming for help. A vessel of some kind  
located about 300 metres offshore was 
completely engulfed, he said.

“I’m looking at it and it’s a ball of flame 
— and the wind was blowing so it was 
contributing nicely,” Watkins said.

Carter said the Coast Guard arrived to 
find a young woman who had been asleep 
in a camper on the barge. The occupant 

escaped the fire without injury by jump-
ing to a nearby boat, he added.

“When rescue crews arrived, the fire 
was almost out and still smouldering,” 
he said. “There had been one person, but 
they hopped across to another vessel.”

Watkins, who ran into the young woman 
a few days later, said he received the req-
uisite “thank-you-for-saving-my-life” hug. 

“Though there was a significant chance, 
due to a propane tank on her camper, that 
it likely would have blown up, I did no 
more than anyone else would have done. 
It was just chance,” he said.

An examination of the site by Coast 
Guard staff found no pollution concerns 
as a result of the incident, Carter said. 

The cause of the fire has yet to be deter-
mined, he added.

ALC support questioned
“I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t 

you are under pressure, 
because of the commit-
ment you need to make 
on this property, but we 
are not under that same 
pressure. The time limi-
tation is not our problem. 
Our problem is ensuring 
the community is satis-
fied with the need and all 
of the impacts . . . and I 
think the gap is too wide 
at this point to proceed 
with going further with 
this application.”

P e o p l e  a d d r e s s i n g 
Thursday’s town hall ses-
sion included Brinkwor-
thy Place residents who 
spoke about the CRD’s 
failure to acknowledge 
them as of yet. Although 
a consultant has been 
hired to undertake pub-
l i c  e n g a g e m e n t ,  t h e y 
said they had expected 
to see a revised site plan 
by now.

Some residents spoke 
about the environmen-
tal impact of creating 15 
acres of playing fields on 
a property that is cur-
rently half forested. Traf-
fic and parking issues 
on narrow Brinkworthy 
Road were also raised.

Members of the agri-
c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y 
v o i c e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o 
taking fertile land out 
of productive use, stat-

ing land swaps are more 
often supported if ALR 
lands are unusable.

“In its  current form 
I don’t believe the ALC 
will accept this, unless 
it has the support of the 
[Agricultural  Advisor y 
Planning Commission],” 
Grove said. “I think there 
are ways of addressing 
this window, and I think 
there are ways of making 
it more appealing to the 
community, and particu-
larly Brinkworthy, which 
is a major player.

“ T h e re  a re  w a y s  o f 
making this more attrac-
tive to the local  com-
munity and I think they 
need to be explored.” 

Trustee George Grams 
said he understood the 
CRD is acting on behalf 
of the greater communi-
ty and that conflicts can 
occur between different 
segments.

“ N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
that, we have a duty to 
apply the same rigours in 
examining any proposal 
regardless of who it is. 
And I have a number of 
questions and concerns 
about this one,” Grams 
said. “The first one is that 
the proposal is to pur-
chase a piece of land that 
the ALC might turn down, 
and how is that wise use 
o f  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y ’s 
funds if we purchase a 
piece of land that eventu-
ally can’t be used for the 

purpose intended?”
Grams also had con-

cerns with the number of 
issues connected to the 
Salt Spring Official Com-
munity Plan and water 
supply in particular.

Trustees made several 
resolutions asking for 
professional reports to 
support the CRD’s appli-
cation, including a park-
ing and traffic analysis 
and plan,  a  complete 
s t o r m w a t e r  d r a i n a g e 
plan, a professional land-
scaping and site works 
plan, and a water demand 
and supply analysis and 
plan.

T h e  LT C  a c c e p t e d 
Campbell’s  request  to 
defer a lighting plan until 
after the property pur-
chase has been secured. 

fIEldS 
continued from 1

“There are ways of 
making this more 
attractive to 
the local 
community and I 
think they need to 
be explored.” 

PETER GROVE
Salt Spring LTC memberFire’s cause not determined
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Trust’s industrial lands zoning sent back to community
Grantville septic bylaw 
also delayed

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Local Trust Com-
mittee will be gathering more 
input on two major projects 
before they get closer to formal 
approval, with industrial lands 
and Grantville neighbourhood 
water quality issues still on the 
table.

Beverly Suderman of Island 
Planning Ser vices appeared 

before trustees at Thursday’s 
business meeting to outline 
proposed legislation intended 
to secure new industrial and 
commercial lands over the next 
25 years. She noted a number of 
issues had been raised during 
public consultation sessions, 
correspondence and personal 
meetings, which had resulted 
in several changes to the three 
draft bylaws.

As a recommendation of the 
LTC’s Industrial Advisory Plan-
ning Commission, new zon-
ing will create an umbrella for 

multiple industrial uses under 
three “general employment” 
categories. Suderman said more 
public consultation is needed 
before the bylaws are ready for 
first reading, but recommended 
working closely with local First 
Nations as soon as possible.

Trustees accepted a recom-
mendation to add properties on 
the west side of Jackson Avenue 
to the proposed area, and asked 
staff to investigate options for 
protecting lands within the 
Agricultural Land Reserve and 
for improving the aesthetic 

qualities of industrial sites.
Trustees  are  also seeking 

more t ime before they give 
third reading to a bylaw that 
will implement a 30-metre set-

back between drinking water 
wells and septic systems in the 
Grantville/Fort Street area. They 
asked staff to draft a standing 
resolution regarding the new 
bylaw’s enforcement, and to 
produce an amended version of 
the bylaw for the next LTC ses-
sion on March 31.

“I’m sorry we couldn’t get 
this done at this meeting, but 
I think it’s more important to 
get it right than to get it done 
quickly,” trustee George Grams 
said to neighbourhood resi-
dents attending the meeting.

BlAZE  
continued from 1

“I think it’s more 
important to get it 
right than to get it 
done quickly.” 
GEORGE GRAMS 
Salt Spring LTC member
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
SSI Fire Protection District trustees Meeting 
Monday, MARCH 21, 7 p.m.   
SSI United Church, lower hall

Ross earns 
sport award

A devoted advocate for 
tennis on Salt Spring Island 
was honoured with a Sport 
BC President’s Award for 
volunteerism in sports at a 
March 10 gala event at Cana-
da Place in Vancouver.

Erica Ross was recognized 
for “representing the spirit 

of volunteerism, and whose 
dedication, energy and com-
mitment contributed to the 
development of her sport 
in our province.” More than 
600 guests watched as 40 
athletes, coaches and volun-
teers from throughout the 
province were honoured. 
Last fall Ross received Ten-
nis BC’s Community Tennis 
Award. She is well known in 
Salt Spring’s tennis commu-

nity for her tireless work on 
behalf of players of all ages.

Kids rise to 
reading 
challenge

Salt Spring Elementary 
School kids proved they can 
live without screens and get 
into books instead, as their 
principal Shelly Johnson 

reported on February Read-
ing Blitz results last week. 

More than half of the stu-
dent body participated in 
the Reading Blitz challenge 
in one of two ways. Fifty-six 
students completed a “cold 
turkey” challenge by staying 
away from screens and read-
ing for 20 minutes each day 
in February, while 50 stu-
dents completed the reading 
part of the challenge. 

GISPA 
supported

The Gulf Islands Board of 
Education reaffirmed its sup-
port for the Gulf Islands School 
of Performing Arts program 
at its March 9 public meeting 
held at Fernwood Elementary 
School. 

While affirming its con-
tinuation of the program and 

compliance with legislative 
requirements, trustees moved 
that “GISS administrative 
staff continue working with 
GISPA staff on the clarification 
of processes related to audi-
tions, facility use and finances 
with a goal of full transparency 
and clarity for parents and the 
larger community.”

The program has been 
challenged by some com-
munity members.

News brIeFS

Need Packing Paper? Puppy Paper? 
Art Supply Paper?

Paper Table Cloths?
Why not stop by the Driftwood and buy a Roll End

Prices  $5 and up. CASH ONLY.

loCal GoVErnMEnt

Elected officials consult DFO staff on Ganges Harbour
Parties hope for 
renewed cooperation

bY eLIZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s elected officials are 
working on a new relationship with 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada in an 
attempt to gain more participation 
in harbour management issues.

Senior staff members from DFO’s 
Pacific headquarters visited Salt 
Spring earlier this winter to meet 
with CRD director Wayne McIntyre 
and Islands Trust trustees George 
Grams and Peter Grove. Darryl 
Martin and Robin Williams, the 
chairs of the CRD commissions for 
economic development and trans-
portation, also participated.

“We had all the elements of local 
government working together on 
this file in a collaborative fashion,” 
Martin observed.

Speaking after a follow-up meet-
ing that took place in Vancouver 
on Friday, March 4, McIntyre said 
the group had raised questions and 
concerns about how the Harbour 
Authority of Salt Spring Island oper-
ates, since its processes and docu-
ments are closed to non-members. 
Local officials also want to see a 
more cooperative approach to the 
future development of harbour 
areas, while the DFO has indicated 
its need to be consulted on such 
matters.

“I think we’re very pleased that, 
in my view, we’ve made some good 
progress,” McIntyre said. “The 
intention at the end of the day is 

we’d like the DFO and local govern-
ments and HASSI working together 
as a team. It’s not the intention to 
cause difficulty for an organization 
that’s done good work. It’s to work 
together so we can accomplish 
more.”

McIntyre said HASSI, which 
leases eight local docks and fishing 
harbours from the DFO as a not-
for-profit entity, appears to be man-
aging community assets well. But 
with no access to meeting minutes 
or financial documents, the public 
has no way of knowing.

“We wanted to talk about ways to 
manage small craft harbours more 
effectively, including encouraging 
HASSI to operate in a more open 
and transparent way,” McIntyre 
said. 

Part of the reason for the initial 
meeting was the ongoing conflict 
around the Manson Road right-of-
way beside the Tree House Café. 
HASSI chair Kathy Scarfo has out-
lined a situation that began in 2013, 
when the organization realized the 
café had put tables on the right-of-
way and was serving liquor there 
without a licence.

“There were illegal alcohol sales. 
Any body, whether private business 
or public, would have had to shut 
that down,” Scarfo said.

HASSI would like the area cleared 
to its full width to provide perma-
nent vehicle access to the head of 
Kanaka Wharf, which would impact 
Tree House business through loss 
of outdoor seating. Large numbers 
of local residents and visitors have 
registered their support for the res-

taurant and its summer music pro-
gram.

“We all recognize the value of this 
asset. It’s an iconic part of our com-
munity,” McIntyre said.

The CRD has applied to take over 
HASSI’s license of occupation with 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure to provide local gov-
ernment control of the area and is 
seeking the DFO’s support. CRD 
staff are currently preparing a pack-
age of background materials and 
other documents as one of the 
agreed-upon action points from 
the Jan. 26 meeting.

Scarfo said it was HASSI that orig-
inally wanted to arrange a meet-

ing between government officials, 
including the DFO and Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure, 
to clear up questions about which 
body has jurisdiction over Manson 
Road. They had hoped to host the 
meeting last fall but were not invit-
ed to attend when it went ahead in 
January (also without MoTI). 

“We took the initiative to orga-
nize that meeting and the inten-
tion was to step back and allow that 
dialogue to take place,” Scarfo said. 

For its part, HASSI objects to 
what it sees as the privatization of 
a public area for business interests 
and states it is obliged to maintain 
public access to the dock for all 

users. Scarfo believes the issue of 
jurisdiction was indeed cleared up 
at the January meeting in the DFO’s 
favour and with that decided, the 
task of accommodating all the dif-
ferent factions within the small 
space can resume.

HASSI has one seat on its board 
reserved for the Salt Spring Cham-
ber of Commerce, although the 
organization has not sent a rep-
resentative in recent years. Scarfo 
hopes that seat will soon be filled; 
the harbour authority made a pre-
sentation to the chamber a few 
months ago to talk about who they 
are and what they do.

Chamber director Matt Stef-
fich, who is one of the key mem-
bers trying to complete the Ganges 
boardwalk project, said there would 
be nothing but positive results to 
be gained from the partnership. 
Chamber directors already attend 
other relevant community meet-
ings such as the Salt Spring Ferry 
Advisory Committee.

A suggestion from the January 
meeting to form a harbour area 
working group that includes HASSI, 
local business owners and local gov-
ernment is something Scarfo sup-
ports. She said a previous arrange-
ment initiated by the Islands Trust 
had yielded some good ideas that 
could allow the group to move for-
ward quickly.

“If there’s a solution of a working 
group reforming, fantastic,” Scarfo 
said. “Now we actually have the 
pieces of the puzzle in place. And 
I’m as frustrated as anybody at the 
amount of time it’s taken.”

PHoto bY SEAN MCINtYRE

the tree House Café and a landscaped area covering Manson Road near 
Kanaka wharf are at the centre of a dispute over harbour management.
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Ganges boardwalk rezoning bylaw gets first reading
Fishery property en 
route to TUP

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Local Trust Com-
mittee is helping advance Ganges 
boardwalk plans by proposing to 
incorporate four harbourside prop-
erties under one type of zoning. 

Committee members gave Bylaw 
No. 491 first reading and voted to 
send it for referral to First Nations 
and other affected agencies as part 
of their regular business meeting 
on Thursday, after a presentation by 
Chris Hall, a consultant from Island 
Planning Services. 

Hall detailed the proposal for a 
new Commercial 7 zone that would 
include the various uses already 
allowed on the four properties and 
shape future commercial develop-
ment along the boardwalk area.

“We have a sense that there is 

clearly a strong will in the commu-
nity for this project to proceed,” Hall 
said, adding the owners of the four 
properties are also willing to coop-
erate to see the boardwalk project 
completed.

Trustees praised the work that 
had gone into Hall’s report but had 
some questions about the partic-
ulars. George Grams said the pro-
posed setbacks and small lot cover-
age ratios seemed extreme and were 
not in line with village development 
standards. As well, he questioned 
Hall’s proposition that the LTC could 
use zoning variances as a negotiat-
ing point when it came time for indi-
vidual property owners to pursue 
development.

“I think we drive this development 
and form through the legislation, 
rather than have something that is 
quite rigorous and onerous … and so, 
if we can fine-tune it so that the form 
follows a function of the legislation, I 
think we’d get a better development 

at the end of the day,” Grams said.
Rezoning of the boardwalk area 

came up again later on the agenda 
with a temporary use permit applica-
tion for 151 Lower Ganges Rd., where 
Gulf of Georgia Land and Timber Co. 
operates a commercial moorage site 
and leases out the retail building that 
houses Salt Spring Fishery. 

Company partner John Fraser 
explained the application was to 
allow additional uses in the interim 
period until the proposed new zon-
ing goes into effect. Potential uses 
included office space, restaurant 
approval to allow a take-out window 
at Salt Spring Fishery, a food cart 
and/or a shipping container to be 
located at the top of the driveway, 
one or more shipping containers 
to be used for storage on the lower 
level, and kayak storage and rentals. 

Planner Jason Youmans told the 
LTC that staff could not support 
the application as submitted and 
recommended the property own-

ers provide a better-quality site plan 
that detailed explicitly what the 
proposed uses actually were, not-
ing TUPs are usually tied to a spe-
cific proposal. Parking and pedes-
trian safety issues on Lower Ganges 
Road were also noted as a signifi-
cant issue, with referrals to the Salt 
Spring Transportation Commission 
and Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure recommended.

Trustees were inclined to support 
the proposal with more informa-
tion.

“I must say your strip there is the 
most attractive part of the water-
front, as far as I’m concerned. I love 
those stores. They look like Salt 
Spring to me, so I’d like to encour-
age that,” trustee Peter Grove said 
regarding the idea of a fish and 
chips window, although he said a 
shipping container at street level 
was less appealing. 

Fraser said he was willing to give 
up that idea in order to proceed, but 

noted the owners are currently in 
negotiations with non-profit orga-
nization OGIFA, which has interest 
in storing and bagging Ometepe 
Coffee for its Saturday market sales. 
A shipping container on the lower 
level is expected to be used for that 
purpose.

“In meetings with the planner 
we did come up with a number of 
possibilities, and they are only pos-
sibilities,” Fraser said.

Discussion among the LTC mem-
bers included a question by Grove 
on whether the property should 
just be rezoned C7 right away. You-
mans observed that would require 
a more lengthy process, including a 
public hearing, and that it was more 
desirable to rezone all four proper-
ties at one time.

The committee asked Fraser to 
come back to the next meeting on 
March 31 with a more detailed site 
plan with the understanding the 
TUP will be supported.

SAlISH SEA

Conservationists celebrate ‘open doors’
New federal government 
bodes well for Salish Sea

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Canada’s new federal government 
offers non-profit groups tasked with 
defending the Salish Sea cause for opti-
mism, according to the executive direc-
tor of one of the area’s largest conserva-
tion groups.

“Suddenly we have a government 
in Ottawa that wants to talk to us. We 
are getting used to a government that 
we can talk to,” said Christianne Wil-
helmson of the Georgia Strait Alliance. 
“There is some hope with this govern-
ment; it seems like they have good 
intentions. I think the doors are open.”

Monday afternoon’s Caring for the 
Coast Cafe, held in the lower hall at All 
Saints by the Sea Church, is an effort by 
GSA staff and volunteers to reach out 
to communities across the Salish Sea. 
Events are being held to hear coast-
al community residents’ worries and 
hopes for the Salish Sea.

“We want to ask what matters to 

you,” Wilhelmson said.
Jack Rosen, founder and co-owner 

of Salt Spring’s Island Escapades, was 
among those attending the intimate 
afternoon gathering. He said calls to 
increase the number of ships that tran-
sit through the region, stormwater run-
off, sewage disposal and the ongoing 
use of creosote pilings in marine con-
struction are all important concerns on 
and around the island.

“It’s really embarrassing,” he said, cit-
ing the level of human waste discarded 
by people aboard boats moored in Gan-
ges Harbour. “It’s getting worse and 
worse, and nobody’s doing anything 
about it.”

Be it Kinder Morgan’s pipeline expan-
sion plans or derelict vessels, Wilhelm-
son said a prevalence of issues and the 
labyrinthine network of government 
jurisdictions makes the fight to protect 
the Salish Sea an epic undertaking.

“You need an army to fight this,” she 
said.

Since she began her work at the GSA 
about a decade ago, Wilhelmson said 
she’s buoyed by the trend for different 
groups to work alongside each other 

toward a common goal.
“There’s a history of division in the 

environmental movement. There were 
some groups that couldn’t be in the 
same room,” she said. “Now we’re work-
ing towards the same goal, and differ-
ent groups have different ways of doing 
things.”

An important part of that task, she 
said, comes through work with local 
conservation groups, business leaders 
and educators at meetings in church 
basements, community halls and high 
school auditoriums.

“We are working to protect the entire 
region where more than three million 
people live. It’s important to hear what 
people’s concerns are,” she said. “Our 
hope is that people will act as ambas-
sadors in the community. Whether it’s 
citizen science, peer-reviewed research 
or anecdotal evidence, observation is 
really important; that’s the basis of our 
advocacy.”

To learn more about the Georgia 
Strait Alliance’s Caring for the Coast 
Cafe series or any of the organization’s 
broader initiatives, visit www.georgias-
trait.org.

PHoTo AT lEFT bY PAUl Zolob; PHoTo AT RigHT bY gAil SjUbERg 

HIGH-WIrE ACT: Thursday’s storm created a dangerous situation for local drivers in several locations where trees dropped onto power lines. At right, Salt Spring Transit advances while 
a tree-trimmer gets set to limb and cut down a tree leaning on wires on Fulford-ganges Road at Cusheon lake Road, while at left, a tree hangs all the way across Vesuvius bay Road. Some 
3,500 bC Hydro customers on Salt Spring were without power at one point on Thursday due to storm-caused outages. 
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Regional districts question Saanich Inlet LNG scheme
CRD directors to 
consider case for 
stronger regs

By SEAN MCINTyRE 
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Regional district directors from 
Salt Spring and neighbouring com-
munities are pondering the safety 
implications and long-term benefits 
of a proposed liquefied natural gas 
terminal in Saanich Inlet.

Wayne McIntyre, Salt Spring’s 
Capital Regional District director, is 
among three elected officials who’ve 
signed a notice of motion calling 
upon the CRD to ask the federal 
government to implement stron-
ger regulations for LNG storage and 
transportation.

McIntyre and directors Ben Isitt 
(Victoria) and Dave Howe (South-
ern Gulf Islands) want Canadian 
rules brought closer into alignment 
with more stringent U.S. guidelines, 
which define a “hazard zone” of 
3,500 metres around LNG vessels 
and facilities.

According to the notice of motion 
presented to the CRD board on 
March 9, directors deem stronger 
legislation critical to protecting the 
Salish Sea’s ecology, economy and 
communities.

“In the case of LNG, it’s a very vol-
atile fuel and may have some very 

significant environmental and eco-
nomic impacts in the event of a spill 
in our pristine waters,” McIntyre 
said.

With a regional tourism economy 
that surpasses $3 billion annually, 
any proposal that stands to affect the 
region’s environment deserves care-
ful scrutiny, he added.

A desire to refine the motion’s 
scope and a request by Juan de 
Fuca electoral area director Mike 
Hicks to have his signature added 
to the notice of motion encouraged 
McIntyre and other signatories to 
postpone debate on the matter until 
the CRD’s next board meeting.

“We want to have a regulation 

that’s tough but actually doable,” 
McIntyre said. “We want a little bit 
more time to consider it.”

McIntyre said having the Sal-
ish Sea region’s three electoral area 
directors on board sends a strong 
and united message to fellow CRD 
directors.

Steelhead LNG announced its 
partnership with the Malahat First 
Nation for the gas-export facility in 
September 2015. The announce-
ment was followed by the National 
Energy Board’s approval of a 25-year 
licence for the annual export of up 
to six million tonnes of LNG from 
a proposed floating terminal at a 
deep-water port and former indus-

trial site near Bamberton, located 
about 10 kilometres south of Salt 
Spring’s southernmost point.

The proposal requires construc-
tion of an LNG pipeline linking Mill 
Bay and northwest Washington State 
to deliver LNG from the mainland.

Despite the NEB’s support, Steel-
head LNG has yet to submit a for-
mal project application. The com-
pany continues to work on a project 
description that will initiate pro-
vincial and federal regulatory pro-
cesses, including an environmen-
tal assessment, according to Nigel 
Kuzemko, CEO of Steelhead LNG.

Kuzemko said the project is in 
its early stages. A decision to pro-
ceed with the plan is slated for 2018. 
Should all necessary approvals be 
granted, he said, the facility could 
open in 2022.

The project will employ 400 peo-
ple during the construction phase 
and provide 200 long-term posi-
tions during the facility’s anticipated 
30-year lifespan, he said.

“The proposed Malahat LNG 
project would create significant eco-
nomic benefits for approximately 
30 years, or the life of the proposed 
project, including revenue genera-
tion through taxation for regional, 
provincial and federal govern-
ments,” Kuzemko wrote in a state-
ment released to the media in late 
February.

“We understand that not every-

one will be in favour of the pro-
posed Malahat LNG project, and 
we respect the opinions of everyone 
involved.

“That said, we want to ensure 
that local communities are provided 
accurate and up-to-date informa-
tion on the proposed Malahat LNG 
project, LNG itself and the LNG 
industry so that we can have frank 
and meaningful discussions over the 
coming months and years.”

The CRD’s discussion of the Steel-
head LNG plan follows a motion 
passed last month by the Cowichan 
Valley Regional District to oppose 
LNG projects at Bamberton and 
elsewhere in the region.

“There are a lot of problems with 
this,” said director Lori Iannidi-
nardo, during a CVRD meeting in 
February. “We talk about air quality, 
the shipping lanes, the population, 
earthquakes and fault lines. There’s 
so many issues at play when consid-
ering an LNG plant at Mill Bay that 
we as a board should take a stand.”

The CVRD resolution has since 
prompted a legal debate between 
elected officials, government staff, 
community residents and company 
representatives over the decision’s 
appropriateness. 

Saanich North and the Islands 
MLA Gary Holman and Saanich-
Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May have 
also expressed concern about the 
Steelhead LNG application.

suPrEME Court 

Deposit set for Channel Ridge case
Judge also deems venue 
change premature

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Supreme Court of British 
Columbia judge has ordered Chan-
nel Ridge Properties Ltd. to provide 
$40,000 to cover potential legal costs 
for the North Salt Spring Waterworks 
District and Salt Spring Water Preser-
vation Society.

CRPL and Kelowna’s Paradigm 
Mortgage Investment Corporation, 
CRPL’s first creditor, launched a law-
suit against the NSSWD and WPS in 
2015. The lawsuit was triggered by 
the collapse of a $6-million deal to 
sell the Channel Ridge lands to View-
point Enterprises.

Paradigm and CRPL allege 
NSSWD failed to secure enough 
water that could have enabled View-
point to complete the proposed 577-
unit development. The inability to 
complete the project as originally 
envisioned has prompted the claim-
ants to request the return of protect-
ed watershed lands west of St. Mary 
Lake transferred to the WPS as part 
of the original land-use application.

The Islands Trust is also named 
in the lawsuit on the basis that the 
local government body did not 
limit development elsewhere on the 
island to ensure enough water was 
available for the Channel Ridge proj-
ect.

The NSSWD has said it can pro-
vide water to 133 of the 577 originally 
envisioned at the Channel Ridge site.

Paradigm and Channel Ridge have 
accused the defendants of breach of 
contract, negligent misrepresenta-
tion and contract interference.

The March 4 Supreme Court deci-
sion comes after a February appli-
cation by the NSSWD and WPS for 
a guarantee that legal costs will be 
covered in the event they can suc-
cessfully defend their position. The 
applicants initially requested a guar-
antee of up to $200,000, whereas Par-
adigm and CRPL said costs should 
be fixed at no higher than $30,000.

Justice Peter Rogers sought to 
find a compromise between the two 
positions, adding that further appli-
cations to decrease or increase the 
cash security could be considered 
later.

“In short, the case is too young to 
be claiming that the respondents’ 
costs will be on the order of $200,000 
on the one hand or $20,000 on the 
other ... Based upon the informa-
tion supplied by the parties on this 
application, I would fix the amount 
of security for the NSSWD and WPS 
at $30,000 and $10,000 respectively,” 
he concluded.

Due in part to CRPL’s insolvency 
and “dismal financial circumstanc-
es,” Rogers ordered Paradigm to offer 
a cash security rather than a simple 
guarantee.

“I understand one of the ratio-
nales for requiring security from an 
impecunious corporate litigant is 
to make recovery of costs a simple 
affair,” he wrote. “Having to take 
action on a guarantee of those costs 
would inject complexity and delay 

into what should be a straightfor-
ward process.”

Paradigm was owed at least $7 
million when Channel Ridge Proper-
ties Ltd. was declared insolvent and 
went into receivership in 2013. The 
debt is part of at least $45 million 
the failed real estate venture owed to 
various creditors. 

Judge denies venue change
The judgement rejects, for the 

time being, the applicants’ request 
to have the trial’s location switched 
from Kelowna to Victoria.

Defendants say the change of 
venue is needed because only six of 
the 40 witnesses anticipated to pres-
ent evidence at the trial actually live 
in the Okanagan. Many of the antici-
pated witnesses are elderly and the 
organizations involved have limited 
budgets, the application adds.

Rogers said the matter may be 
revisited closer to the trial date.

“It is too early in the process to 
confidently assess how many wit-
nesses from where will be required 
for trial. It is too early to determine 
whether experts must attend for 
cross-examination on their reports. 
It is too early to know whether some 
or all witnesses in locations remote 
from the courthouse will give their 
evidence by video conference or pre-
trial deposition. 

“There needs to be greater cer-
tainty on those questions before the 
court can rationally assess the appli-
cation to change the proceeding’s 
venue from Kelowna to Victoria.”

Proponents’ rendering of proposed Steelhead LNG site in Saanich Inlet. 
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 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

 It will take you about 20 minutes to make a family emergency plan 
online. You can then print it out. Before starting, you will need to 
think about:

•	Safe	exits	from	home	and	neighbourhood	
•	Meeting	places	to	reunite	with	family	or	roommates	
•	Designated	person	to	pick	up	children	should	you	be	

unavailable 
•	Contact	persons	close-by	and	out-of-town	
•	Health	and	insurance	information	
•	Places	for	your	pet	to	stay	
•	Risks	in	your	region	
•	Location	of	your	fire	extinguisher,	

water valve, electrical panel, gas 
valve and floor drain

Go to Get Prepared to do up your plan:
https://www.getprepared.gc.ca/cnt/
plns/mk-pln-en.aspx

REVISED
for march 2

Make an 
emergency plan

HArBourS

Second phase of Ganges boat ramp project underway
Harbour authority’s 
winter operations report 

 
SUBMITTED BY HASSI

The board of directors of the Har-
bour Authority of Salt Spring Island 
met with staff and are pleased that 
the winter weather has not had much 
impact on operations or facilities. 
Logs from the king tides and high 
winds that became trapped in the 
floats have been removed without 
causing any damage. Other than a 
few broken lines and frayed tarps, lit-
tle damage has been reported. Many 
boaters have had trouble keeping up 
with rainfall and staff have been deal-
ing with vessels filling with water.

The unseasonably warm winter 
and El Nino conditions have led to 
significant growth of “slime” on the 
docks and extra slippery conditions. 
Staff have been out pressure wash-
ing the docks to remove the growth. 
The public is asked to be aware of the 
conditions and proceed accordingly.

With the worst of winter past and 
longer days ahead, the fear of severe 
freezing is over, so water was turned 
back on the floats on Monday, March 
14.

Boat ramp project 
Phase 1 of the Ganges inner har-

bour boat ramp project has been 
completed and a final report sent 
to the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans’ Small Craft Harbours. The 
initial ramp was built by volunteers 
in 1963 and provided excellent ser-
vice for years. The surface had dete-
riorated and the slope, width and 
length restricted use, particularly in 
low tides. 

A longer level area that cleared 
the parking lot will facilitate pre and 
post launch activities. Of the engi-
neered options, the one with the 
least excavation and disruption was 
chosen. A registered professional 
biologist completed the necessary 
reports and selected the best tim-
ing window to minimize harm to 
fish or fish habitat. The final bud-
get was $73,731. All documentation 
required in the DFO approval pro-
cess has now been submitted.

Phase 2 of the boat ramp project 
is now underway. Chris Acheson 
was able to source and acquire a 
used 1.5-meter propeller from the 
BC Ferries’ Quadra II. This propeller 
has been installed at the new boat 
ramp waterfront pathway which 

now allows access to the front of 
the office and park. The fence pan-
els along the walkway have been 
installed and are prepared for 
murals. The mural theme is the his-
tory of the working harbour. One 
panel in particular is being set aside 
for First Nations.

As noted by the Maritime Muse-
um of B.C.: “We are a coastal prov-
ince, and the sea informs every 
aspect of our lives, from resources 
to oversea trade. Our maritime his-
tory is a guide and touchstone to 
our future.”

Floatplane waiting room
The Ganges floatplane waiting 

room design is being reviewed to 
ensure the structure can handle the 
movement of the breakwater float. 
This float flexes in all directions with 
windy seas and tides. The existing 
historical Cy Peck wheelhouse is 
being donated to Cy Peck Park. In 
the interim, some minor recladding 
has been done.

Other news 
New webcams, accessible on 

our website at www.saltspringhar-
bours.com, and WiFi for Ganges 
docks have been installed and are 
being tested.

• Other recent work included 
replacing dock chains on the float 
plane dock, improving ventilation 
in showers, relocation of Fulford 
lighting, application for summer 
students and ongoing reposition-
ing of the flotation billets under the 
Vesuvius dock after winter weath-
er. Photocells and bulbs have been 
replaced in Ganges. Arrangements 
are being made for the Ganges 
wharfhead hydraulic crane inspec-
tion and recertification. We are 
also co-ordinating with DFO for 
annual underwater dock surveys.

• A shoreline clean-up took 
place and resulted in a truckload of 
debris being removed from Fulford. 
Underwater environmental clean-
up also took place by divers in Bur-
goyne Bay. A survey was completed 
and notice was placed in the paper 
in an attempt to address the derelict 
sailing vessel Marluha.

• After numerous years of suc-
cess, HASSI is pleased to announce 

that we will again host the July 1 
fireworks and the popular West-
coast Work Boat Association 
reunion and sailpast on Sept. 
23-25.

• Harbourmaster Jim Heath 
attended the annual Harbour 
Authority Association of B.C. Con-
ference in Prince Rupert. Staff and 
board representatives attended 
a Chamber of Commerce meet-
ing. HASSI has also participated 
in an ongoing series of special and 
public meetings on the master 
plan for Centennial Park and the 
waterfront boardwalk.  The HASSI 
board continues to liaise with CRD 
and Islands Trust. Meetings are 
planned for later this month.

• Longtime resident and com-
mercial fisherman Paul Doug-
las of CFV Genesis is retiring. Paul 
and Sylvia have fished together 
for salmon off the Charlottes 
and west coast of Vancouver 
Island. Paul has been an active 
volunteer on the harbour board 
for many years. His efforts have 
been appreciated. Their reliably 
friendly smiles and knowledge 
will continue to be appreciated 
on the docks. 

AWArdS

Island authors vie for BC Book Prizes
Brett, Penn, Tippett and 
Stratford nominated

Three Gulf Islands writers are in 
the running for the Hubert Evans 
Non-Fiction Prize this year, which 
is awarded annually to the author 
of the best original work of literary 
non-fiction in British Columbia. 

The BC Book Prize shortlist 
names Salt Spring writers Brian 
Brett and Briony Penn and Pender 
Island’s Maria Tippett among the 
top five nominees for the non-
fiction award. Also nominated are 
Emily Urquhart and Lori Shenher.

Brett is nominated for Tuco: 
The Parrot, the Others, and A 
Scattershot World, the third in a 
series of memoirs. Press material 
describes the book: “Both a biog-
raphy of an irreverent African grey 
parrot — given to asking ‘Whad-
dya know?’ and announcing 
‘Party time!‘ — and an explora-
tion of the history of birds/dino-
saurs, the relationships between 
humans and birds, our notions 
of language and intelligence, and 
our tendency to “other” anything 

that is different from us, Tuco 
also describes Brett’s own painful 
experience of being othered as an 
androgyne.”

Brett is a previous BC Book 
Prize winner, receiving the 2010 
BC Booksellers’ Choice Award for 
Trauma Farm, which also received 
the Writers’ Trust Award for Non-
Fiction.

Penn’s nomination recognizes 
The Real Thing: The Natural His-
tory of Ian McTaggart-Cowan. 
The official biography “provides 
an unprecedented and acces-
sible window into the story of 
this remarkable naturalist” who is 
known as the father of Canadian 
ecology. 

The Real Thing has also been 
nominated for the Roderick Haig-
Brown Regional Prize.

Tippett is the author of several 
award-winning books of cultur-
al history, including Emily Carr, 
which won the Governor General’s 
Award for English-language non-
fiction in 1979.

Her BC Book Prize nominee 
Made in British Columbia: Eight 
Ways of Making Culture has also 

been been shortlisted for the Basil 
Stuart-Stubbs Book Prize for Out-
standing Scholarly Book on British 
Columbia. 

“In Made in British Columbia, 
Tippett explores the idea that an 
artist’s work can affect the cul-
tural landscape of a province, 
the way we see ourselves and the 
world around us,” press materi-
al explains. “Within, she profiles 
eight creative figures who made 
an enduring mark on Canadian 
culture during the 20th century 
and whose work is intimately 
interwoven with British Colum-
bia’s identity: Francis Rattenbury, 
Martin Allerdale Grainger, Emily 
Carr, George Woodcock, George 
Ryga, Jean Coulthard, Bill Reid 
and Arthur Erickson.” 

Salt Spring writer Jordan Strat-
ford also has a book on the BC Book 
Prizes shortlist. The Case of the 
Missing Moonstone, the first in The 
Wollstonecraft Detective Agency 
series, is up for the Sheila A. Egoff 
Children’s Literature Prize. 

Winners of the BC Book Prizes 
will be announced at an awards gala 
in Victoria on April 30.

DOCKTALK

NorTH SAlT SPrING WATErWorKS dISTrICT 

District prepares St. Mary Lake treatment plant bid process
Board committed 
to treatment plant 
budget 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Board members of the 
North Salt Spring Waterworks 
District are set to launch the 

bidding process to decide who 
will build an $8.4-million treat-
ment plant at St. Mary Lake.

NSSWD board chair Mar-
shall Heinekey said the dis-
trict should begin to receive 
offers when the three-week 
bidding process starts later 
this month. According to the 
current timeline, Heinekey 
added, the board will be in 

a position to select an engi-
neering firm and begin work 
before the end of May. He said 
he expects construction of 
the facility will be done by the 
summer of 2017.

“We don’t want to rush it,” 
he said.

Heinekey said the district 
hasn’t changed the budget 
despite talk at last month’s 

board meeting about the 
potential economic impact 
of the sagging Canadian dol-
lar. Minutes of the NSSWD 
board’s Feb. 5 meeting state 
the poor exchange rate 
between the Canadian and 
U.S. dollars could raise the 
price of manufactured com-
ponents by 30 per cent. 

Irfan Gehlen, an engineer 

with Kerr Wood Leidal Con-
sulting Engineers, told board 
members at the February 
meeting that costs for the 
plant’s dewatering equipment 
may come in roughly 15 per 
cent higher than planned.

Heinekey said the chang-
es shouldn’t have an impact 
on the plant’s final price tag 
because they represent a 

relatively small proportion of 
overall costs, adding that the 
value of the Canadian dol-
lar has also risen moderately 
against its U.S. counterpart 
since early February. He said 
the district may also be able to 
save money by taking advan-
tage of a weak labour market.

“Things are fluid all the 
time,” he said.
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MEntal HEaltH 

Youth psychiatrist joins Community Services team
Jessica Moretti brings 
clinical and rural 
experience to island 

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

G r ow i n g  u p  i n  t h e  G u l f 
Is lands may sound idyl l ic , 
but  rising numbers of young 
people are dealing with mental 
health problems here, as they 
are elsewhere in B.C., accord-
ing to health professionals 
with Salt Spring Island Com-
munity Services.

“We’re seeing increasingly 
more complex issues from very 
young children to older adoles-
cents,” said Cheryl Bell-Gads-
by, clinical director at SSICS.

It’s no longer uncommon for 
children as young as five years 
of age to exhibit symptoms of 
mental illness. According to 
the Canadian Mental Health 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a b o u t  o n e  i n 
seven young people will experi-
ence mental illness, including 
depression, anxiety and ADHD.

In a  bid to  of fer  care  to 
islanders in need, Commu-
nity Services has announced 
the hiring of Jessica Moretti, a 
youth psychiatrist from north-
ern Ontario who begins her 
first day on the job on Friday.

“We are all  very excited,” 

Bell-Gadsby said. “Dr. Moretti 
comes with a wealth of clini-
cal experience, including work 
in rural communities. Coming 
from a rural community her-
self, she is passionate about 
providing continuous pediat-
ric and adolescent psychiatry 

with many years of practice 
ahead of her.”

Moretti will work as part of 
a larger team that comprises 
staff at the provincial govern-
ment level, Island Health and 
Gulf Islands School District. 

The youth psychiatrist posi-

tion on Salt Spring was initi-
ated and held by the departing 
Dr. Peggy Firstbrook.

“We have been most fortu-
nate to have had Dr. Firstbrook,” 
Bell-Gadsby said. “She is one 
of the most highly regarded 
child psychiatrists in the prov-
ince. She was involved from the 
beginning and was a key part in 
securing funding and making 
the project work.  

“Her highly collaborative style 
was a natural fit for the ser-
vice and she has formed a solid 
foundation for future work and 

development by new members 
of the team.”

Moretti, who completed part 
of her training on Salt Spring, 
said the chance to join such a 
strong team was among the rea-
sons she sought the job.

“You’ve got a lot to be proud of 
here,” she said during a welcom-
ing event held at the Community 
Services building last week.

Her responsibilities include 
working one-on-one with kids 
from Salt Spring and the other 
Gulf Islands to make recom-
mendations based on specific 
circumstances.

“I think it’s quite a unique 
opportunity,” she said. “I think 
I need to be patient and learn. 
I’m new to Salt Spring, so I have 
to figure out what the needs are, 
but there’s something going on 
with mental health and children 
more generally. We’re seeing 
rates of depression, anxiety and 
problems escalate.”

C h i l d  a n d  Yo u t h  Me n t a l 
Health Services can be accessed 
t h ro u g h  S S I C S  a t  2 6 8  Fu l -
ford-Ganges Rd. Referrals are 
accepted from the Ministry of 
Child and Family Development, 
schools, probation offices, phy-
sicians and other community 
agencies.  Anyone requir ing 
more information can contact 
SSICS at 250-537-9971.

pHoto bY SEAN MCINtYRE 

From left, new child and youth psychiatrist Dr. Jessica Moretti, and 
Community Services clinical director Cheryl bell-Gadsby.

“Coming from a rural 
community herself, [Dr. 
Moretti] is passionate 
about providing 
continuous pediatric and 
adolescent psychiatry 
with many years of 
practice ahead of her.” 
CHeRYl Bell-GADSBY
SSICS clinical director



8 |  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2016   www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Murky 
waters
I

n 1987 the federal govern-
ment began downloading 
responsibility for wharves 
and harbour facilities onto 

local groups. 
In some cases, like that of Salt Spring’s Fernwood 

Dock, local government took ownership and received 
a payout for long-term maintenance. In other cases, 
where commercial fi shing was considered a core use, 
new harbour authorities were established under the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans’ Small Craft Har-
bours Program. 

The Harbour Authority of Salt Spring Island has spent 
more than 25 years managing public facilities as a not-
for-profi t corporation. Without cost to local taxpayers, 
this has been a good deal for the community.

 The feds give support through volunteer training and 
funding for some repairs, but harbour authorities must 
pay for sustaining operations and maintenance, which 

is done through moorage 
fees.

The conundrum has 
come with HASSI’s Ganges 
facilities, where the village 
core curves around the 
harbour like a catcher’s 
mitt cradling a ball. With 
so much of island summer 
life taking place outdoors, 

waterfront places like Centennial Park, the boardwalk 
and some Ganges cafés become natural extensions of 
that space. 

The community therefore has a strong interest in 
how those entities interact — especially when it comes 
to changing something that appears to have been 
working just fi ne, like the summer evening concerts at 
the Tree House Café. Liquor sales aside, HASSI’s plan to 
clear the laneway where music-lovers tend to spill out 
for vehicle use has opened a can of worms. Things like 
the island’s economic sustainability and its very identity 
are said to be at stake.

Local government offi cials from the Islands Trust and 
the Capital Regional District have met with DFO staff to 
gain more input on HASSI’s decision-making process. 
They believe Kanaka wharf access can be accommo-
dated at certain set times and doesn’t need to be open 
24/7. And they’re seeking much-needed transparency 
that would help put decision-making into the public 
sphere.

Although both sides still have opposing views of the 
situation, it sounds like all parties are willing to come to 
the table as part of a broad-based working group. 

That’s a development that everyone should support.

Politicians play loose with the truth
I recently returned from a trip to Mexico. On the plane, I 

was required to fill out and sign a declaration stating that 
I had declared my purchases and was not bringing back a 
cow. This got me thinking.

Should politicians also be held accountable for what 
they say, especially during an election campaign? By now, 
we are all aware of Donald Trump’s and Hill-
ary Clinton’s often misleading and sometimes 
outright lying in the U.S. presidential nomi-
nees’ races. Theoretically, many people should be 
shocked. But they don’t seem to be. It’s as if lying 
from politicians has become an accepted part of 
our political discourse. 

The U.S. is no exception. Going back a few 
years, in Canada we witnessed Brian Mulroney’s 
bid for prime minister, in which he flatly stated 
he was not interested in bringing in a goods and 
services tax, or in signing a free trade agreement, 
both of which happened when he took office. 
Then, Jean Chretien promised to rescind the GST 
if he were elected. He didn’t. 

Now, if you or I applied for a top position in a 
company and were then found to be lying, we would be 
shown the exit. This would also apply to many other jobs. 
You are expected to tell the truth. Even in instances where 
a check isn’t made we depend on the fact that most of us 
aren’t lying. For example, when you ask for directions on 
the street you can assume the person you ask won’t be 
trying to mislead you, or be toying with you and lying. 

Without this common denominator, society would cease to 
function or in the least be dysfunctional.

So, let’s back up to the political process, with the basic 
question being: Should politicians be held personally 
accountable for speaking the truth? Or not? Sometimes it’s 
a lack of facts. But sometimes it’s a downright lie, which we 

don’t find out about, or face the conse-
quences of, until after an election.

The instances of this are innumerable. 
Yet we, or they, have created a separate 
set of rules when it comes to political 
statements. Why is that? Considering 
this is one of the more important jobs 
anyone can apply for, this reality makes 
a mockery of the way the majority of us 
deal with one another.

But there is a solution. Since it has 
become so commonplace, should we, as 
voters, require that politicians sign an 
affidavit before an election, stating that 
everything they say, to the best of their 
knowledge, will be truthful? 

And why not? Why not have this as a requirement? 
We frequently sign statements like that. And in the case 
of Donald Trump, should a proven pathological liar be 
allowed to run? As we have found, waiting until after an 
election is far too late. That’s the truth.

The writer is a Salt Spring resident. 

EDITORIAL
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Macy DewalD-Rose
Coming to visit Salt Spring 
from Dawson City, Yukon.

Faye Quin
Enjoying the sunshine.

alaska HelleR
Going swimming and hiking.

FitcH HelleR
Hanging out with my grand-
parents.

nolan GRuenDel
Fishing with my dad on St. 
Mary Lake.

salt spRinG 
says
we asked: What 
are your plans for 
spring break?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By Maggie SquireS
Peter Vincent’s March 9 “No escape from 

dubious St. Mary Lake water and costs” article 
demonstrates the wide range of responses that 
St. Mary Lake can evoke among islanders.  

Among lake users of all sorts (fishers, boat-
ers, swimmers, consumers of treated drink-
ing water) responses range from “undrinkable 
when treated,” “unswimmable when raw” to 
“potentially poisonous to all.” My response to 
Peter’s article is to bring clarity to questions 
related to the quality of St. Mary Lake water.  

It will be useful, I think, for readers to keep 
three things in mind. First is that some lakes are 
more simple than others and, among the lakes 
on Salt Spring Island, St. Mary is a relatively 
complex lake ecosystem.  

Second, it is my opinion that 100 years after 
logging and settlement that St. Mary Lake 
remains in a relatively natural state. 

Third is a reminder that science is never free 
of doubt. Indeed doubt (or imperfect knowl-
edge) lies at the heart of scientific progress. 
In the case of St. Mary Lake, for instance, it is 
disagreement about the sources and fates of 
nutrients and overall nutrient enrichment that 
makes for lively discussion of options for the 
lake’s future. 

The scientific “escape” from “dubious 
waters” that is offered below is focused on two 
of the “inescapables” identified in Peter’s lively 
op-ed, as follows: 1) the artificial aerator contro-
versy; and 2) cyanobacteria versus cyanotoxins.  

Up front, I admit to lack of practice in translat-
ing lake science into plain language for the pur-
pose of getting across main points to the general 
public. I thank readers in advance for allowing 
me to practice my translation skills. In addition, 
I point out that oversimplification can lead to 
misinterpretation, which I hope to avoid.

The arti-
ficial aerator controversy has its roots in the 
earliest research undertaken at St. Mary Lake 
in the late 1970s. In part, the controversy arose 
because of the coincidence of an “extreme 
runoff” event and early observations of rela-
tively high phosphorus concentrations in deep 
waters. Lake-wide phosphorus levels appeared 
to rise sharply during the winter of 1980-81 
(and would take five or six years to recover to 
the pre-1980 level). Despite extreme runoff 
and absence of data on chemical processes 
that control the fate of the phosphorus found 
in deep waters, the sharp rise in lake water 
phosphorus level in 1980-81 was attributed 
to phosphorus-rich deep water. The idea that 
deep-water phosphorus could explain a sharp 
rise in lake-wide phosphorus concentration 
gained strength when aerators installed to 
keep deep water oxygenated for fish use also 
reduced phosphorus levels. In short, the idea 
for the second installation of (much larger) 
artificial aerators arose in the absence of any 
investigation into the science behind deep-
water phosphorus levels and in the presence of 
a belief that St. Mary Lake could be experienc-
ing nutrient enrichment (or eutrophication). In 
hindsight, three things seem clear: 

1) The unusual rise in phosphorus that 
occurred in 1980-81 and again in 2005-06 each 
coincided with high runoff events; 

2) The contribution of deep water phospho-
rus to lake-wide phosphorus concentration 
appears more modest than originally conclud-
ed; and,

3) Forty years or so of data do not suggest 

ongoing eutrophication due to 
human activity.  

Why does the aerator contro-
versy matter? The controversy 
matters for at least three rea-

sons, as follows: 
1) The impact on lake water quality of the 

bigger and better aerators was negative prob-
ably due to a cascade of events that started early 
on with disruption of bottom sediments and 
decrease in water clarity; 

2) Sediment disturbance disrupted the iron 
cycle that in turn led to increased phosphorus 
and more abundant cyanobacteria and poten-
tially to the occurrence of cyanotoxins between 
2011 and 2013; and,  

3) It demonstrates the need to engage in 
“good scientific practices” and in turn to base 
decisions that affect each of us on appropriate 
scientific data.

That a lake the size and depth of St. Mary 
exists anywhere among the Gulf Islands where 
wells are the main source of water for human 
consumption is a geological accident with 
modern implications. St. Mary Lake is wide 
and deep with numerous seeps and springs 
because of accelerated fracturing and erosion 
at a fold-fault intersection. And, as a result, Salt 
Spring is the only Gulf Island heavily reliant on 
surface water and in turn with a strong interest 
in maintaining good lake water quality (includ-
ing cyanotoxin-free waters). 

In addition to having an unusual origin, St. 
Mary Lake is unusual in having a relatively 
small watershed for its size. As a result, during 

a typical year, 80 per cent of inflow enters as 
direct rainfall (relatively low in nutrients) with 
the remainder entering as runoff and seepage 
(relatively high in nutrients). And, more water 
resides in the lake than enters (and leaves) the 
lake in a year. Similarly, phosphorus tends to 
accumulate in the lake. 

In contrast, nitrogen may tend to not accu-
mulate because of short-term balance between 
inputs and outputs (due to the activity of 
microbes). Therefore, for short periods phos-
phorus may be relatively more available than 
nitrogen, yet growth of algae requires both 
nutrients. As a result, cyanobacteria that are 
able to use atmospheric nitrogen and to float 
at the surface where light is more available than 
at depth may be relatively abundant in the algal 
assemblage (comprised of cyanobacteria or 
blue-green algae plus phytoplankton) during 
the winter. 

What does this have to do with cyanobacteria 
abundance versus cyanotoxin presence? While 
cyanobacteria can be relatively abundant in St. 
Mary Lake during certain seasons, cyanotoxins 
are rarely present, i.e. none have been detected 
since the aerators were turned off in late sum-
mer 2013. The main point is that there can be a 
large difference between “normal” cyanobacte-
ria abundance and the presence of potentially 
harmful cyanotoxins.

Are you curious about our island’s lakes? If 
so, then feel free to express interest in a course 
on lakes offered through PARC. See the upcom-
ing Leisure Guide for details.

The writer has a Ph.D. in limnology and 
authored the just-released report titled A 
Guide to St. Mary Lake: Use, Misuse & Disuse 
of Artificial Aeration, What is Normal for SML, 
and Recommendations for Future Research.

‘Scientific escape’ possible for St. Mary Lake 

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “Most of what floats out there is in a 
precarious state at the best of times.”

jIM WATkINS, CITIzeN Who RePoRTeD SqUALoR bAy FIRe

Support for 
playing fields

Not everyone in brink-
worthy Place is opposed to 
using the brinkworthy Road 
area for new playing fields. 

yes, a safe pathway will be 
needed. We hope the trees 
will be protected and that the 
public will have access for 
walking. 

Will Parks and Rec consid-
er the configuration of sports 
fields and spectators to 
minimize intrusion on close 
neighbours and perhaps 

plant some shrubs to act as 
a barrier for greater privacy? 

Most of us here can no lon-
ger play soccer or baseball, 
but we did play once upon 
a time. 

The larger Salt Spring 
community really needs 
more space for outdoor rec-
reation, preserving green 
space and providing a safe, 
convenient and central 
location for all. This will 
increase participation and 
give a healthy alternative to 
sedentary activities. 
ZiLLaH ParKer, 
B r i n k w o r t h y 

Pathways 
have many 
benefits

question: What ameni-
ty is it that is open every 
hour of the day, every day 
of  the week and ever y 
week of the year, no mat-
ter the weather, and is free 
to everyone? 

What community ame-
nity has been built for the 
rich arriving on Salt Spring 
aboard their expensive 
yachts and at the same 

t ime for  the homeless 
with everything they own 
riding on their backs?

What is it that is con-
structed for those that 
cannot walk because they 
are too young and still 
riding in strollers and for 
those who have given up 
their cars for a mobility 
scooter? 

What serves both the 
very active and the not-
so-active and does not 
discriminate because of 
gender, colour, class or 
even if you have two legs 
or four?

What helps kids get to 
school, and everyone else 
to where they want to go . 
. . safely and helps to keep 
us all independent and 
healthy, no matter our 
age?

What does this while 
at the same time reduc-
ing GhG emissions and 
helping solve the climate 
change problem, improv-
ing air quality, saving us 
money and increasing the 
vibrancy and livability of 
Salt Spring Island?

A n s w e r :  Co m m u n i t y 
pathways.

Community pathways 
a re  l i n e a r  p a r k s  t h a t 
belong to us all.  Walk-
ing and cycling are key 
ways for more people to 
be consistently active in 
their daily lives, improv-
ing their health and that 
of the planet. 

Thank you to everyone 
who uses and supports 
them. And especially thank 
you to the volunteers that 
help to build them.
JeaN geLWiCKS, for 
i s l a n d  P a t h w a y s

InREsponsE

MORE LETTERS  continued on 11

Cyanobacteria abundance vs. the 
presence of cyanotoxins and why it  
matters to St. Mary Lake

The artificial aerator 
controversy and why it 
matters
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Roses
Wheelbarrows full of red roses 

for Wilf and Jean Taylor for letting 
a group of displaced horse own-
ers move into their Maple Terrace 
Farm. Your kindness is very much 
appreciated. Thank you from Jacky 
(Asher), Kahsia (Arabella), Erika 
(Faith), Laura (Buddy), Chris (Cop-
per) and Mel (Val).

Huge fragrant roses and great 
thanks to the Tuesday, March 
1, 10:35 a.m. Skeena Queen crew 
from Swartz to Fulford. Even 

though the transfer from the 
Tsawwassen ferry to the Skeena 
is almost impossible, you got me 
onto your ferry and saved me a 
one hour and 50-minute wait. It 
is that spirit, cooperation and car-
ing about customers that makes 
BC Ferries so wonderful. Thanks 
again and hope your day was also 
wonderful. HB

A large bouquet of roses to the 
120 volunteers who made the com-
munity quilting bee such a suc-
cess. Thanks to those who pinned, 

Rants and Roses
tied, ironed, cut, sewed carry bags, 
quilted, hand sewed and fed every-
one a delicious lunch. Twenty-six 
quilts and 30 bags were made in 
one day! See you next year. 

A red carpet strewn with rose 
petals for all the many generous 
groups and individuals  who con-
tributed to the success of this year’s 
film festival. You are all stars. To 
our presenting sponsor Country 
Grocer, gala night sponsor Purica, 
the Salt Spring Royal Canadian 
Legion, Stonehouse B&B, Hastings 
House, Salt Spring Inn and all our 
other amazing sponsors, benefac-
tors, supporters and donors, we 
extend our deepest appreciation. 
We wish especially to acknowledge 

SD64 and GISS staff who gracious-
ly allow us to take over classrooms 
and the multipurpose room each 
year. Thank you to the attending 
filmmakers and guest presenters 
who made time to introduce films, 
mingle and answer questions. 
Thank you, Contour Grafix, for 
producing another eye-catching 
program guide, to ArtSpring Ticket 
Centre for handling our presales 
and to Community Services for 
distributing subsidized tickets. 
Thanks go to Lou Ellis and Coco 
Loco, Laughing Daughters and the 
GISS cafeteria for keeping us all so 
well fed, and to Ometepe for sup-
plying delicious hot coffee. Final-
ly, the festival could not happen 
without the dedication and energy 

of our management team, James 
Cowan and Jane Aitken, the more 
than 100 volunteers working shifts 
throughout the weekend and our 
indefatigable board of directors. 
See you all again next year! Salt 
Spring Film Festival Society

A wheelbarrow full of poppies 
to Heritage Place for donating 
slightly used aprons, tablecloths 
and napkins. They are very much 
appreciated! Thank you from the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 92.

A thankful bed of green roses 
to Tom Mitchell from the team at 
Community Initiatives. We love 
you so much. You are a spectacular 
example of giving to us all.
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Black Press

March 16, April 20: Gulf Island Driftwood, 
Victoria News Regional

March 17, April 21: Hope Standard, Surrey 
Now, Langley Advance, Chiliwack Times, 
North Thompson Star Journal, North 
Thompson Times, Merritt Herald Weekender, 
Nanaimo News Bulletin, The Westerly, 
Kamloops This Week

March 18, April 22: Abbotsford News, 
Chilliwack Progress, Surrey North Delta 
Leader, Langley Times, Duncan/Cowichan 
Citizen

Post Media

March 17, April 21: Valley Sentinel

March 18, April 22: Burnaby Now, Vancouver 
Courier, North Shore News, Bowen Island 
Undercurrent, Tri-City News

Now more than ever, this project makes sense  

for Canada and British Columbia. It’s vital we  

receive the most from our natural resources  

at a time when our economy needs it most.  

The Trans Mountain Expansion Project will allow 

Canadian oil to be delivered to international  

markets and, as a result, Canada will earn 

approximately $3.7 billion more a year for our oil.  

By realizing full value, everyone will benefit.  

In addition, the expansion will create tens  

of thousands of jobs over the next 25 years. 

“By accessing world 
markets for Canadian  
oil, we’ll enjoy increased 
tax dollars and years  
of employment.”

- Deborah Cahill,  President, Electrical Contractors Association of BC

For more information, go to TransMountain.com/benefits
Email: info@transmountain.com · Phone: 1-866-514-6700

Committed to safety since 1953.
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Paul Zolob
ASSOCIATE BROKER

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My commitment to you is simple...quality customer service.

GREAT FAMILY HOME
Located on a half acre lot, this 3 bdrm 2 bath home 
is in move in condition. Built in ’97 this home with 
addition has a spacious open-concept living area 
full of natural light. Large south facing deck and 
detached garage offer exceptional value. This is 
a must see. $299,000

SALT SPRING 
LOG HOME
New engi-
neered septic 
system on 
this private 
.5 acre prop-
erty. This 1675 

sq. ft. log home has had numerous upgrades. 
New roof in 2006. A short walk to Walker’s Hook 
Beach.         $289,000

SOUTH FACING WATERFRONT
Prime .5 acre building lot in Reginald Hill with ap-
prox. 92 metres of low-bank frontage. Lot directly 
neighbours quiet China beach and has easy ac-
cess to local trails.      $560,000 

ISABELLA POINT
Over 5 acres of untouched south end land of-
fering a choice of building sites. Ocean views 
can be had with clearing of some trees that are 
located on this property. The well is already in 
place – just bring your building plans.    $349,000

www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

250.526.2626
Arvid on the 
dance floor 

It seems like every time 
I go on a long sea voyage, 
someone I love dies. This 
time it’s Arvid. Oh, how I 
ache for it!

I knew Arvid in many dif-
ferent ways, just like every-
body else on Salt Spring 
Island knew him, but the 
Arvid I loved the best was 
the tango dancer.

G eneral ly  speaking, 
dancing tango has the air 
of the frenetic about it, like 
watching a  monkey trying 
to make love to a bowling 
ball, or a woman taking off 
her brassiere without first 
removing her sweater, but 
Arvid was cool.

Sometimes he wouldn’t 
even bother taking off that 
overcoat of his. He would 
just move out onto the 
dance floor with some fair 
young maiden, and that 
grin of his.

And when he’d dance, he 
often did it one-handed, 
the other arm just dan-
gling at his side, swinging 
to the beat, or gesturing 
as he shared some lovely 
story. Cool man, cool, com-
pletely relaxed and happy.

Oh Arvid, how I miss you 
even now.
RogeR BRunt,
S a l t  S p r i n g

Deplorable 
facility

As a private pilot and 
occasional user of the 
float plane terminal in 
Ganges Harbour, I find 
it unacceptable that the 
people responsible have 
let this facility deteriorate 
to the deplorable condi-
tion I observed recently.

Du r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r 
months this truly is an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t , 
with plane loads of pas-
sengers, including friends 
of  mine,  arr iving and 
departing on several dif-
ferent airlines, such as 
Kenmore Air from Seattle. 

S o  w h a t  a r e  t h e y 
greeted with upon their 
arrival? There is abso-
lutely no signage identi-
fying Salt Spring Island 
and welcoming them, the 
so-called “waiting room” 
is literally falling apart, 
it appears to have black 
mould growing all over 
the ceiling and appar-
ently the floor never gets 
cleaned or painted.

However,  there  is  a 
small, hopeful but vague-
ly worded sign in this 
waiting room stating that 
the Harbour Authority 
of Salt Spring Island has 
“plans” to replace it with 
what should be a bet-
ter building. Ominously, 
though, there is no date 
included and absolutely 
no indication of what this 

new structure might look 
like. 

As well, the float plane 
dock itself is in sad repair, 
with a crumbling surface, 
tires missing, grass grow-
ing along one edge and 
the yellow warning paint 
that remains just half fin-
ished after almost a year.

I find it surprising that 
the commercial opera-
tors, who no doubt must 
pay the Harbour Author-
ity for the right to use this 
dock, have been willing 
to put up with such a sub-
standard facility for so 
long, not to mention your 
local tourist-promoting 
organization.

Interest ingly,  some-
o n e  t h e re  a p p a re n t l y 
believes it’s more impor-
tant to install expensive 
and questionably neces-
sary surveillance equip-
ment on the docks than 
to make this international 
aviation terminal attrac-
tive and welcoming to 
locals and tourists alike.

Salt Spring Island con-
tinues to rank highly as 
an international  tour-
ist destination. It’s high 
time the secretive group 
making up the Harbour 
Authority of Salt Spring 
Is l a n d  b e g a n  u p g ra d -
ing this  shabby faci l -
ity, which is a vital link 
to and from Salt Spring 
Island. 
MaRy allan,
V a n c o u V e r 

Waterfront plans proceed
The future of Manson’s Road may 

soon have a productive outcome.
Progress on Manson’s Road has been 

delayed by jurisdictional questions. 
These have now been resolved and 
we are encouraged that we can move 
forward with constructive planning. 
Property lines have been confirmed by 
DFO and the Province of B.C. Jurisdic-
tion of the uplands was discussed at a 
recent DFO/CRD intergovernmental 
meeting.

DFO, as the property owner and reg-
ulator, has leased the management 
of the property to HASSI with clearly 
defined terms in its lease.

There has been agreement to form 
a waterfront development committee 
that includes Islands Trust, CRD and 
DFO/HASSI. CRD is to take the lead. 
No meetings are planned at this time, 
but HASSI is requesting that this group 
convene as soon as possible to address 
the Manson’s Road discussion.

There was a lot of work done by 
the previous stakeholders group. 
We ask that the landlord of proper-
ties adjacent to Manson’s Road (i.e. 
Mouat’s) rejoin the working group, as 
they are integral to moving forward 
and helping resolve some of the Tree 
House Café’s need for space and DFO’s 
concern on access. 

We look forward to advancing the 
discussion on the plan for the water-
front area as soon as possible. HASSI 
is encouraged that we can now work 
on a plan that addresses objectives 

for all key stakeholders in time for the 
upcoming summer season.  

The Harbour  Author ity  of  Salt 
Spring Island is just one small part of 
a national program and an integral 
coastal community network of safe 
harbours under the federal jurisdic-
tion of Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, Small Craft Harbours.

HASSI was formed under the Cana-
da Corporations Act (now transitioned 
to the Not-for-Profit Corporations Act) 
and Fishing and Recreational Harbour 
Act. HASSI has leased (from DFO) and 
successfully managed the facilities on 
Salt Spring Island for over 25 years. 

The HASSI was formed by Salt 
Spring Islanders to provide local man-
agement of the DFO harbours on Salt 
Spring and to prevent further dives-
titure to private interests or removal 
of existing docks and wharfheads by 
Transport Canada. HASSI, like all har-
bour authorities, is accountable to 
DFO under the terms and conditions 
laid out in the lease and under the gov-
erning acts. DFO requires all harbour 
authorities to maintain public access 
to their harbours. 

HASSI is  encouraged that local 
government plans to formalize our 
ongoing engagement in planning 
and maintaining the future of public 
marine and waterfront access in our 
communities.
KatHy SCaRFo, FoR 
B o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r S ,  H a r B o u r 
a u t H o r i t y  o f  S a l t  S p r i n g  i S l a n d
 

MorE lEttErs
continued from 9

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN

watEr, watEr, EVErYwHErE: From top, Maya Kray-Gibson explores a water-
shed model and Quentin Harris tells a Coast Salish story at the Water Fair held at GISS on 
Sunday. The second annual event organized by the Salt Spring Water Council saw demos 
and displays and other educational and entertaining activities about water resources.
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Sunday Night Music with
Ashton Bachman

See details on Facebook

Burger & A Pint 
$14.95 - All day Monday

arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment
ART REVIEW

Tossed and Found artworks built upon ethical base
Recycled materials add to Salt Spring 
Gallery show’s delights

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The new and intriguing use of discarded materi-
als is just one reason to go and see the Tossed and 
Found art show, currently on exhibit at the Salt 
Spring Art Gallery.

While a large part of the interest certainly comes 
from seeing how a “Dirty Dozen” of local artists has 
put junk plastic, reclaimed wood and old trinkets to 
work, the overall quality of the pieces should not be 
minimized.

Show founder Shirley Command has a number 
of interesting pieces, from a steam-punk time-
machine sculpture that takes an old globe and a 
silver sugar dish as its principle components to a 
three-dimensional wall piece that uses game pieces 
as abstract elements. Her work is whimsical yet cre-
ated with a strong sense of compositional structure. 
It’s no surprise there was almost a bidding war at 
the show’s opening reception Friday night for Deer, 
a simple but effective take on the hunting trophy 
composed of bicycle seat and antlers. 

Jaime Murdoch, one of the more experienced 
artists in the group, demonstrates the complete 

EXHIBITIONS

SSNAP winner on tap 
Point Gallery hosts Corrie 
Peters pop-up show

Corrie Peters, the Winnipeg-based 
artist who won the first Salt Spring 
National Art Prize in 2015, will reveal 
some results from her island residen-
cy with a pop-up show at The Point 
Gallery this week.

The show will take place for two 
days only on Thursday, March 17 and 
Friday, March 18 before Peters returns 
to her home. The show is an informal 
opportunity to gain insight into how 
the artist works and the sort of things 
she has been making and thinking 
about while on her one-month resi-
dency.

Peters’ award-winning SSNAP 
entry called “Building (All the room-

ing houses on my street have had 
the front door removed)” combined 
elements of sculpture, textile art and 
found objects. 

The Point Gallery show will be a 
second opportunity for those who 
enjoyed Peters’ Feb. 24 talk at the 
library on how she has come to 
understand her art as spending time 
in relationships with people, and to 
see some of her resulting art docu-
mentation. For those who missed 
it, there will be a rough transcript 
of her talk and her books to look 
over with somewhere comfortable 
to sit and read, with tea and cook-
ies on site. 

The show is open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. both days. Peters will be in atten-
dance from 5 to 7 p.m. on Thursday 
evening. 

Spirit of Salt Spring

The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood for local businesses and 
organizations to publicize charitable donations. First-come, first-served basis as space permits.
CALL DRIFTWOOD EDITOR GAIL SJUBERG FOR DETAILS. 250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

Fulford Community School students 
present Sean Hogan of the local 
branch of the BCSPCA with a 
cheque for $440, raised in part 
through the weekly Change for 
Community collection at whole 
school meetings, and the National 
Cupcake Day sale on Feb 29. 

Spirit of Salt Spring

Per Section 20 of the Park Act, this advertisement serves as 
notice that the Ministry of Environment (BC Parks) intends 
to issue a park use permit(s) for the following purpose(s):

Name of Park Activity

Ruckle, Wallace 
Island Marine Kayak tours

If you have any questions concerning this 
notification, please contact the Ministry of 

Environment Regional Office at (250) 391-2315.

Notice of Intention to 
Issue a Park Use Permit

marriage of concept and execution 
in her textile-inspired works. These 
include a series of three wall pieces 
in multiple tones of black, brown and 
white, which include dryer lint among 
the materials and reference Buddhist 
philosophy. 

No Mud, No Lotus contains a series 
of blossoms in hand-cut lino print on 
linen and paper-bag lily pads emerg-
ing from a bed of cracked mud made 
from dryer lint paste. As Murdoch 
observes, lint is a substance that “con-
tains detritus from our daily lives and 
is normally discarded.” As her work 
demonstrates so well, acknowledg-
ing the less pleasant can help beauty 
emerge.

Not much beauty is usually associ-
ated with the ubiquitous plastic bag, 
but this too finds a place in works 
like Tangled Ocean by Jessica Elliot. 

This abstract piece has pop art’s bright 
colours and energy, but while cheerful, 
the name and the ingredients point to 
a more serious message. With a materi-
als list that includes fused plastic bags, 
cheesecloth and netting, the fact these 
bits won’t be going into the ocean is 
fortunate on more than one level.

Several artists make good use of 
reclaimed wood, whether as a charac-
teristic mounting board, a key compo-
nent of the work, or a combination of 
form and content. Ceilidh Divers’ con-
tribution falls into the latter category, 
with atmospheric photos of trees in 
muted sepia transferred onto wooden 
backing. The wood adds subtle texture 
while the colouration puts one in mind 
of a lost past, thereby containing a 
warning about the future.

A knotty found-wood slab makes a 
perfect backdrop for Rae-anne Huth’s 

lovely paper collage, which places 
bare birch trunks in the foreground 
against an impressionist riot of green 
and yellow foliage and blue sky. A simi-
lar found backdrop forms the base 
of a stunning wall sculpture by Ali-
son Sparshu of Thistle Rock Forge. A 
blacksmith and farrier by day, Sparshu 
has taken horseshoes worn by a now 
deceased island favourite to create a 
loving memorial called Laddy’s Lily. 
The gleaming steel flower on rebar 
stem is strong, graceful and beautifully 
designed.

Viewers can also marvel over how Ron 
Dewar takes pieces of ugly old lamps 
and combines them to make pieces that 
are both beautiful and functional, see 
an art contraption by gallery president 
Peter Allan and view exciting original 
works by several emerging artists. The 
show runs until Wednesday, March 23.

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Left: Some of the artworks made with recycled materials at the Tossed and Found show including Jessica Elliot’s piece Tangle 
Ocean at right.  Right: Laddy’s Lily by Alison Sparshu.
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HealthYOUR

for 2016

DOWNTOWN 104 Lower Ganges Rd. 250-537-5534    
UPTOWN 372 Lower Ganges Rd. 250-538-0323

Open Mon-Sat 9am - 6pm / Sunday & Holiday Monday 11am - 5pm

Join Dorothy in one of these 
spectacular locations and have the 

time of your life!

No matter what your level of yoga 
experience you are welcome on these 

active holidays. 

YOGA & WALKING IN SPAIN ~ 
September 10-17, 2016
The mountains of Austerias, northern Spain’s best kept 
secret and home to our perfect mountain retreat. This 
week-long retreat with Dorothy will combine daily yoga, 
pranayama and meditation with guided, daily walking. 
Surrounded by dramatic peaks, scenic gorges and crystal 
clear rivers, the walking paths are well worn and are not 
difficult. There will be some long, slow climbs through 
farming areas but not Rocky Mountain like terrain. We 
walk along a lot of secondary farming roads, through 
forests of chestnuts, hazelnuts and apple orchards.
 
YOGA & WALKING IN TUSCANY ~ 
September 24-October 1, 2016
Back for my 4th year in this beautiful location! 
A beautiful Tuscan Villa on a hill top position with 
magnificent views overlooking forests, vineyards, olive 
groves and mountains in the distance, will be our home 
for a week. Located just 10 km from the charming 
medieval city of Lucca, Il Borghino offers an opportunity 
to truly relax and unwind in a unique location. Daily 
yoga, pranayama and meditation. Day-trips will be 
offered to beautiful nearby villages and to the famous 
Cinque Terre region. 

For more information, fabulous photos 
and pricing on both retreats visit 
www.santosha-yoga-retreats.com BOX 210 GANGES P.O. SALT SPRING 

ISLAND B.C. V8K 2V9

Dr. Wm. E. Lea
All Aspects of General & Family Dentistry including:

• Highly Effective Hygiene Program
• TMJ Joint Pain

New patients & 
emergencies welcome

 (250) 537-4141

Yoga For All Levels
Yoga for Beginners

Rejuvenating Retreats *SSI *Tofino 
*Mexico *Tuscany *Spain

Visit my website for class schedules & retreat info
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

250-537-7675 

folK CluB 

Garrett trio spices up club
Blues-infused jazz 
music featured on 
Monday night

The next  Salt  Spring 
Folk Club headliner has a 
career in roots and blues 
music spanning almost four 
decades. 

Amos Garrett is described 
as one of the world’s most 
distinctive guitar players. 
Not only has he made almost 
a dozen albums of his own 
but he has appeared on more 
than 150 artists’ recordings, 
including those of Paul But-
terfield, Ian Tyson, Bonnie 
Raitt, Maria Muldaur and 
Jesse Winchester.

When the Amos Garrett 
Jazz Trio performs at the Salt 
Spring Folk Club on Mon-
day, March 21 at Fulford 
Hall, Garrett will share yet 
another side of his talents. 

“What we‘re doing is 
bringing the blues back to 
jazz,” states Garrett on his 
website. “It used to be a big 
part of jazz, but along the 
way the music got too com-
plicated, some of the musi-
cians got too self-involved 
and the blues got lost.”

Performing with Garrett in 
the trio is Keith Smith, a con-
summate Canadian finger-
style jazz guitarist, and stand-
up bass player John Hyde.

Opening for the Garrett 
trio is the island’s own Sweet 

Water Revolver, which was 
the people’s choice winner 
of the first annual Salt Spring 
Garlic and Music Festival 
“battle of the bands” contest 
last summer. 

“With exquisite, rich and 
soaring voices, Ashton and 
Rama blend sweet harmonies 
and lowdown croons, and 
with hand drums, piano and 
guitar they create soul-stir-
ring songs that put the ‘pas-
sion in compassion,’” accord-
ing to folk club press material. 

Monday’s concert starts at 
7 p.m. with doors open at 
6:15 and dinners and des-
serts available to purchase.

Advance tickets are on 
sale at Salt Spring Books and 
Stuff & Nonsense.

art sCene 

Tenth edition 
of EAT unfolds 
Multi-artist exhibit anchors Easter 
weekend tour tradition 

A milestone in the Salt Spring Island arts scene will 
be reached next weekend with the 10th Annual Easter 
Art Tour.

To celebrate the big anniversary of the Salt Spring Arts 
Council initiative, a group show of more than 40 artists 
working in painting, sculpture and photography runs 
from March 25 through April 3 at historic Mahon Hall in 
Ganges. The opening reception runs from 6 to 9 p.m. on 
Good Friday and the exhibit is open daily from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

“Founded in 2007 with a monumental exhibit of the 
allegorical paintings of Diana Dean, the anchor exhibits 
have ranged from single artist retrospectives to dynamic 
pairings, trios and quintets, right up to large inclusive 
group shows,” states a press release about the event.

“Over the years, the work of over 150 artists has 
been seen on the walls of the hall. The range of dis-
cipline and medium has been equally inclusive, 
representing the broad spectrum of island artists. 
We have had paintings, drawings, printmaking and 
assemblage. There has been sculpture made of clay, 
stone, wood, fibre and metal. Photography has been 
well represented with scenes of nature, people and 
abstraction. A few artists have shown installation 
works, using wood, paint and metal, and one piece 
even had a human participant.” 

Self-guided tour maps and information about the 
participating studios, galleries and special exhibits are 
available at Mahon Hall. Web and mobile users can visit 
www.saltspringeasterarttour.com for all the details. 

This year’s Easter Art Tour sees an expanded program 
of events for kids and adults alike, all designed to engage 
art lovers and enhance participation. Accompanying 
the nine-day run of the show will be artist talks, film 
screenings, workshops and a dance performance. 

Some workshops taking place are: 
• Spring Break Art Camp for kids aged 9 to 14: Frida, 

Georgia & Emily Kid Size with Tracy Harrison. March 
21-23.

• Dancing to Art: An Inter-Generational Workshop 
with Kirsten Lewis. Saturday, March 26, 5 to 6 p.m. 
Mahon Hall.

• How to Photograph Your Own Artwork with Seth 
Berkowitz. Sunday, March 27 from 2 to 5 p.m. Mahon 
Hall.

For information about or to register for the work-
shops, email wor@ssartscouncil.com or visit www.
workshopsontherock.com.

PHoto BY JEN MACLELLAN 

daZZlInG: Having 
fun with masquerade 
masks in the photo 
booth at Stagecoach 
theatre School’s Hol-
lywood Glam Dance 
Party on Saturday night 
are, from left, Calla 
Adubofour-Poku, Justine 
Wilkie and Ava Sequin. 
the event at Mahon Hall 
was a fundraiser for the 
youth theatre  program. 



Wed. Mar 16
 ACTIVITIES

SSI Painters Guild Art 
Workshops and Life 
Drawing. 
Every Wednesday to May 4. 
ArtSpring Gallery. 9:30 a.m.
Computer Drop-in Help.
Free help with tablet, smart-
phone, computer issues every 
Wednesday at Elma Rubright 
Learning Centre (Salt Spring 
Literacy). 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Bittancourt House 
Museum. 
Open Wed., Thurs. and Fri. at 
the Farmers’ Institute grounds. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Poker Night. 
Hosted by Rebekah every 
Wednesday at The Local. Sign 
up by 6:30 p.m. Start playing 
at 7 p.m.  
Dan Jason Book Launch. 
Dan Jason launches his new 
book The Power of Pulses: 
Saving the World with Peas, 
Beans, Chickpeas, Favas and 
Lentils, co-authored with 
Alison Malone Eathorne and 
Hilary Malone. Salt Spring 
Library Program Room. 7 p.m.
Songjam.
Pub-style sing along to the 
soundtracks of our lives. 
Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m. 

Thur. Mar 17
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

St. Patrick’s Day with Owen 
Mathieson and Saeward 
Stone.
Specials, prizes and music. 
Moby’s Pub. 7 to 8:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Corrie Peters Pop-up Show. 
Documentation, art and words 
by SSNAP’s inaugural winner 
Corrie Peters as result of a 
one-month residency on Salt 
Spring. The Point Gallery. 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Artist in atten-
dance from 5 to 7 p.m.  
Salt Spring Public Library 
Association Annual General 
Meeting. 
All active library cardholders 
are welcome to attend. Library 
Program Room. 4 p.m.
Ayurveda Spring Cleanse 
Weekend Retreat. 
Weekend course starts with 
free Ayurveda talk. Salt Spring 
Centre of Yoga. 7 p.m. 
Bittancourt House 
Museum. 
Open Wed., Thurs. and Fri. at 
the Farmers’ Institute grounds. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Fri. Mar 18
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Doug & the Thugs. Live 
music by local talented musi-
cians, plus free appies made 
by Dagwoods Restaurant. The 
Local bar. 5 to 8 p.m. 
Ange Hehr. Live music at 
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

Fri. Mar 18
 ACTIVITIES

Corrie Peters Pop-Up Show. 
Documentation, art and words 
by SSNAP’s inaugural win-
ner Corrie Peters. The Point 
Gallery. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Bittancourt House 
Museum. 
Open Wed., Thurs. and Fri. at 
the Farmers’ Institute grounds. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Grief 101. 
Session with Salt Spring 
Hospice volunteers to answer 
common questions around 
grieving and loss. Salt Spring 
Island Public Library. 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m.
Dance Temple Equinox 
Celebration with Rara Avis. 
A special celebration of the 
spring equinox to honour and 
celebrate “the union of divine 
feminine and masculine ener-
gies.” Facilitated by Alex King-
Harris, aka Rara Avis, CEO and 
co-founder of YogiTunes.com. 
Mahon Hall. 7 p.m.

Sat. Mar 19
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Live Music at the Local. 
Local musicians every Saturday 
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.  
Easy Street. 
Live band at the Legion. 7 to 
10 p.m.  
Lovecoast.
Live music at Moby’s Pub. 9 
p.m.

Sat. Mar 19
 ACTIVITIES

CFUW Meeting. 
CFUW members meet to dis-
cuss resolutions at the Harbour 
House at 10 a.m. 
Fabulous Flea Market. 
Vendors set up tables and 
fabulous homemade food is 
served. Fulford Hall. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 
Recreating Life Patterns, 
Removing Futile Blocks 
Workshop. Two-day session 
begins today at SS Library 
Program Room. 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Info/register: More Info: 
250-597-1099, info@timeto-
healcommunity.com

Sun. Mar 20
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Ashton Bachman. 
Live at the Salt Spring Inn. 6 
to 9 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Unitarian Fellowship.
Amanda Tarling explores the 
question “We hear, but do 
we listen?” SS Seniors Centre. 
10:30 a.m. 
Leather Mask-making 
Class.With artist Andrea 
Russell. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info/
registration: 250-539-5258.
Drop-in Rollerblading. 
Every Sunday at Fulford Hall 
for all ages from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Pop-Up Sale.
Andrea Russell’s leather, 
jewellery, accessories and 
organic bedding. Coco Loco. 4 
to 9 p.m. 

Mon. Mar 21
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Amos Garrett Trio. 
Jazz & blues night at Salt 
Spring Folk Club. With open-
ing act Sweet Water Revolver. 
Fulford Hall. Doors at 6:15 and 
music at 7 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Young Chef Camp. 
Four-day camp for kids who 
want to learn to cook starts 
today. Register through PARC.  
Salt Spring Island Middle 
School. 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Musical Theatre Spring 
Break Camp. 
Weeklong Act-Sing-Dance 
course for ages 7 and up with 
Sue Newman starts today. Salt 
Spring Arts Academy. 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 
Lady Minto Hospital 
Auxiliary AGM. 
Annual general meeting at 
Lions Hall. 1:30 p.m.  
PARC Meeting.
Salt Spring Parks and 
Recreation Commission busi-
ness meeting. Portlock Park 
Portable. 5 to 7 p.m.
SSIFPD Meeting.
Board of trustees conducts 
monthly business meeting. 
Salt Spring United Church 
lower hall. 7 p.m.
Spring Break Art Camp.
Three-day session for kids 
aged 9 to 14 titled Frida, 
Georgia & Emily is led by Tracy 
Harrison. Info/register: wor@
ssartscouncil.com, or 250-538-
8447.

Tue. Mar 22
 ACTIVITIES

Spring Break Library Camp. 
Sessions for younger chil-
dren (grades K-2) Tuesday 
to Thursday from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m., and sessions for 
grades 3-5 from 1:30 to 3 p.m. 
Register at the library.  
Paddling From Victoria 
to Alaska. Six senior-aged 
kayakers give a presentation 
on their trip up the Inside 
Passage. Lions Hall. 7 p.m.  
Central Community Hall 
Society. Meeting of the board 
of directors. Public welcome. 
Central Community Hall. 7 p.m.
Drop-in Floor Hockey. Every 
Tuesday at Fulford Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
Info: Normand, 250-653-9798. 

Wed. Mar 23
 ACTIVITIES

Root Causes Author 
Reading. 
Root Causes, by local author 
Elaine Kozak, is a dramatic 
murder mystery that leads the 
reader through inexplicable 
events in a West Coast setting. 
Salt Spring Library Program 
Room. 5:30 p.m.
Computer Drop-in Help. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SSI Painters Guild Art 
Workshops and Life 
Drawing. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
Poker Night at the Local. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Songjam.
See last Wednesday’s listing.

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.
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107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

imagine - comfort on wheels

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan      Mon.-Sat. 9-5pm
1-800-593-5303     Sun. 11-4pm

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Fabulous Flea Market 
Saturday, March 19th  

Fulford Hall • 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Hall full of vendors’ wares and delicious homemade food 

A fundraiser for the hall

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  March. 16   What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

  CINEMA  
• The Lady in the Van — The true story of the relationship between Alan Bennett 
and Miss Shepherd, a woman of uncertain origins who “temporarily” parked her van 
in Bennett’s London driveway and proceeded to live there for 15 years.
• Kung Fu Panda — Fun for the whole family. When Po’s long-lost dad suddenly 
reappears, they travel to a secret panda paradise. But as the villain Kai sweeps across 
China defeating all the kung fu masters, Po must train a village full of his fun-loving, 
clumsy brethren to become the ultimate band of Kung Fu Pandas.
• National Theatre Live: As You Like It — Shakespeare’s glorious comedy of love 
and change. With her father the Duke banished and in exile, Rosalind and her cousin 
journey into the Forest of Arden. There, disguised as a boy, she embraces a new way 
of living and falls spectacularly in love. Shows on Thursday, March 31 at 3 p.m. and 
7 p.m.  only. Advance tickets are at the cinema from 6 to 7 p.m., Fridays through 
Tuesdays.

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

THE LADY
        VANIN

THE
starring 

Maggie sMith

1hr 45min
Rating: PG

March 16th and 17th  
Wed. & Thurs. 7pm

As You 
Like It
Thurs. Mar. 31st 3pm & 7pm 

Advance tickets $22 at 
The Cinema 6-7pm 
Friday to Tuesday

 National
Theatre
 Live

March 18th - 22nd  Fri.-Tues. 
7pm Sun. 3pm matinee & 7pm

returns march 25

1hr 40min
Rating: G

  EXHIBITIONS

• Two days only: Informal pop-up show for SSNAP winner and AiR resident 
Corrie Peters at The Point Gallery (entrance on South Ridge Drive in Fulford) on 
Thursday, March 17 and Friday, March 18 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Artist in attendance 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Thursday. 
• Tossed and Found — A group of 13 artists working with found objects in an 
innovative and creative way reveals their work at Salt Spring Gallery through 
Wednesday, March 23.
• Anna Gustafson’s Across the River exhibition runs in the Salt Spring Library 
Program Room through the month of March during regular library hours when 
the program room is not otherwise in use.
• Salt Spring Painters’ Guild members show work in the ArtSpring lobby through 
the month of March. 
• Salt Spring Gallery artists have work hanging in Island Savings. 
• Natasha Bawlf has paintings at Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe.
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by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

CALL GAIL, SEAN 
OR ELIZABETH 

IF YOU SEE NEWS 
HAPPENING 

2505379933
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Plan your day, 
your week (your life!) 

with Salt Spring’s 
#1 events calendar.

Plan your day, 
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#1 events calendar.
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www.driftwoodgul� slands
media.com/calendar/

view our online 
comprehensive 

interactive calendar 
of events listings

we are YOUR go-to-place for 
everything happening on Salt Spring
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people&community
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

communitycommunity

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Legion Ladies Auxiliary keeps on cooking
New members needed 
to continue Friday 
dinner tradition

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

When I visited the Salt Spring 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary group 
just after 3 p.m. last Friday, they 
were probably ready to take a 
much-deserved tea break in the 
midst of dinner preparations.

It could be almost any week, 
any year in any of several 
decades since the end of the Sec-
ond World War and the auxiliary 
members will have been there to 
prep, cook and serve the Friday 
night meal. Some of the current 
members, like past presidents 
Pat O’Neill and Ernestine Craw-
ford, have been there nearly 
every Friday for over 20 years, 
but they don’t in any way resent 
the weekly commitment.

“We don’t cook in July and 
August. We’re actually so glad 
to get back together in the fall, 
because we really enjoy each 
others’ company,” O’Neill said 
on Friday at the Legion’s Meaden 
Hall kitchen.

Judging from the stream 
of good-natured ribbing and 
laughter coming from the work 
area, this group of women some-
how makes volunteering into a 
fun social event. In what is per-
haps the island’s best kept dining 
secret, 60 to 80 guests attend the 
regular Friday meals each week, 
while the number can reach over 
100 for special events such as 
Christmas turkey dinner nights 
and the Robbie Burns supper 
the auxiliary caters for the Salt 
Spring Pipers and Drummers. 

A Friday night meal at the hall 
comes for the reasonable price 
and includes two salads, a main 
course with a meat, two veggies 
and rice or potatoes, dessert and 
tea or coffee. Menus are posted 
in advance to let people know 
whether to expect beef or poul-
try, for example, but the specifi cs 
can vary considerably and deli-
ciously. This past weekend fea-
tured orange-marinated chicken 
and rice. 

A collection of favourite reci-
pes put together in the auxil-
iarty’s Tried & True Cookbook 
reveals mouth-watering items 

ranging from fi sh in ginger beer 
batter to Madras curry, along 
with hearty standards like Irish 
stew and shepherd’s pie.

The ladies have recipes they 
are personally known for and 
aren’t afraid to seek new ideas 
from magazines or TV shows. 
O’Neill is famous for butter tarts 
that are too rich to be made 
more than once a year, and has 
had her fall fair award-winning 
blueberry crumble featured in 
a KCTS Channel 9 cookbook. 
Crawford introduced a deli-
cious recipe for mushroom 
perogies from Canadian Living 
magazine and found the group’s 
offi cial Caesar salad dressing in 
the same source. 

“I get lots of marriage propos-
als for my ginger scones,” Craw-
ford said, pointing to the other 
auxiliary members and prompt-
ing great gusts of laughter.

The volunteers may start their 
prep work as early as 11 a.m. on 
a Friday, but they are also often 
in the hall on a Thursday eve-
ning to marinate meat or make 
desserts. Some people don’t like 
to cook much but are happy to 
do other tasks such as clean-up. 
Most often the meal comes out 
smoothly for 6 p.m., although 
occasional ly  near-disaster 
looms.

“There are horror situations 
in every group,” jokes current 
president Lynne Terry. 

Notable ones include the 

time Crawford forgot to put 
the potatoes on the stove, or 
the time O’Neill failed to put 
the pineapple in the bottom of 
the pans meant for pineapple 
upside down cake. (The crisis 
was averted by pushing the 
fruit down into the batter from 
above.) 

Meals are open to Legion 
members and anyone who 
would like to sign in as a guest. 
Since the volunteers also feed 
themselves and the Legion staff, 
they cook for an extra 20 people 
on top of the guests.

Funds raised by the Ladies 
Auxiliary dinners go to a num-
ber of causes. They give at least 
$10,000 per year to the Salt 
Spring Legion branch to help 
with its costs. They also support 
an orphan in India, and donate 
money to the local food bank, the 
Broadmead Lodge for senior vet-
erans and Cockrell House, which 
provides supportive housing for 
homeless vets. When the group 
still had enough woman-power 
to do regular catering, it was the 
only Ladies Auxiliary in the BC/
Yukon area that earned enough 
to pay GST on its profi ts, making 
over $30,000 a year.

Unfortunately, time is taking 
its toll on many auxiliary mem-
bers. Terry, who is deputy zone 
commander for the southern 
Vancouver Island area, reports 
the Salt Spring branch has lost 
more members to death than 

any other Ladies Auxiliary in 
the area over the past few years. 
Those who remain are getting 
on in years, with several relying 
on canes to get around. O’Neill 
is one of just three members left 
who have the Food Safe Level 2 
certifi cate required for kitchen 
managers and chefs, and she 
can no longer stand for hours 
on end.

The group is thrilled t o have 
recently recruited 10 younger 
members, but they need more 
women in the retired-but-still- 
active range to ensure the Fri-
day night dinner tradition con-
tinues.

“They’re wonderful help, but 
they’re all working. To get them 
in early in the day is just not 
possible,” O’Neill observed.

Anyone interested in join-
ing the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 92 Ladies Auxiliary 
should contact Lynne Terry at 
778-353-2230. 

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN 

Legion Ladies Auxiliary members trim asparagus as part of preparations for Friday night dinner served at Meaden Hall. From left are Mary Coombes, Barb 
Akerman, Lynne Terry, Pat O’Neill, Deb Hellicar and Ernestine Crawford. More helpers are needed to ensure the much-loved tradition can continue. 

“I get lots of marriage 
proposals for my 
ginger scones.” 
ERNESTINE CRAWFORD
Salt Spring Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary member
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Tuesday - Saturday
9:30am - 5:00pm 250-931-1114    250-538-7048Salt Spring 

Mini Storage
Store your clutter, clear your mind!

We’ll beat all Salt Spring Island competitor’s pricing
•Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas.
•Gates are locked nightly.
•Temporary or long term storage for your home or business.
•12 different storage unit sizes and prices.
•Located near the Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road.
•Special: Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free.

250-537-5888
saltspringministorage@telus.net

347 Upper Ganges Rd
www.saltspringministorage.com

Store your clutter, 
clear your mind!

• Salt Spring’s only fully secure self storage facility
• Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas

• Temporary or long term storage for your home or business
• Many sizes to choose from • Located near Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road

• Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free

347 Upper Ganges  Rd. 250-537-5888 saltspringministorage.com  
saltspringministorage@telus.net

Salt Spring Self Storage

here’s 
my card
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CHEF ON 
THE RUN
HEALTHY MEALS, 
FRESH FOR YOU!

Order TOll-Free: 250-655-3141 or 1-877-704-2433
For weekly menu visit our website: 
www.Chefontherun.net
M-F 9-5 | Sat. 10-5 at 9781b 2nd Street, Sidney, BC

Weekly 
delivery to 
your home 

on 
Salt Spring
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com
See us on Facebook
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• New Dentures
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• Home & Care Facility Visits
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Groom That Dog by Janet Lynch
1-778-977-3647 groomthatdog@gmail.com

10109A McDonald Park Road, Sidney B.C.

Flexible with 
your 

ferry schedule
}

Call for 
an 

appointment
}
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Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

BOOK rEVIEw 

Beans, peas and lentils save the planet
Dan Jason promotes
pulses in new book

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

If Salt Spring seed guru Dan Jason 
is often on point, or indeed ahead 
of, advances in sustainable farming 
knowledge, that may be because he 
is able to look both to our past and to 
our future to sift out the most perti-
nent information.

The United Nations has declared 
2016 as the International Year of Puls-
es, a designation that aims to grow 
public awareness of the pulse sector 
as a key player in sustainable food 
production, food security and nutri-
tion. Jason accomplishes all those 
goals and more in delivering his time-
ly book The Power of Pulses, which 
includes historical tidbits, accessi-
ble information for gardeners and 50 
mouth-watering recipes. What exactly 
are pulses? Jason explains they are 
members of the legume family that 
are grown primarily to produce dry 
seed, and in which the plant’s seed is 
also the food. His book concentrates 
on the five pulses that grow best in 
North America, being peas, beans, 
lentils, chickpeas and favas.

Pulses are a major crop for the 
Canadian Prairies, which exported a 
record 4.7-million tonnes of pulses 
worth more than $2.7 billion in 2011, 
according to Pulse Canada figures. 
Jason argues that growing lentils for 
the home market as well would help 
meet the challenges of food security 
and climate change in multiple ways, 
all by recovering knowledge that has 
been in human hands for 10,000 years.

“Pulses are a protein-rich super-
food that can be grown organically 
anywhere, using very little water and 
boosting soil wherever they take root. 
Delicious, versatile and easy to store, 
they are the perfect food for the plant 
and all its people,” Jason writes.

Many local gardeners no doubt enjoy 
the pleasure of eating snap peas and 
green beans fresh off the vine during 
summer, but after reading The Power 
of Pulses, they might be inspired to 
put in a few beds for dry storage crops 
as well. Planting just 10 feet of favas, 
climbing peas or beans will yield more 
than 1.8 kilos (four pounds) of dried 
stock. 

The diversity is amazing. Jason’s Salt 
Spring Seeds company offers 80 differ-
ent types of pulses in its catalogue (and 
is the only one to offer lentils. He grows 
seven varieties). It turns out that just 
like beans and carrots, peas actually 
come in more than one colour. Entic-
ing heirloom varieties include Swed-
ish Red, Blue Pod Desiree and Golden 
Harvest peas, to name but a few. Beans 
offer even more choice.

“There are dozens of high-yielding, 
short-season and great-tasting bean 
varieties not offered by stores,” Jason 

explains. “As with almost all home-
grown food, your own beans will taste 
better than store-bought varieties. Not 
only are garden-grown beans more 
easily digested, they also cajole you to 
highlight their taste rather than bury-
ing it under condiments and spices.”

Perhaps most relevant to the ama-
teur gardener is the low-maintenance 
factor. When growing specifically for 
dried pulses, Jason says there isn’t 
much to do once you’ve mulched the 
seedlings, either in terms of weeding 
or watering. The latter is particularly 
reassuring after 2015’s drought scare. 

As well, planting pulses multiple 
years in the same location can actu-
ally increase future output because 
of their nitrogen-fixing capacity. By 
pulling nitrogen from the air and put-
ting it into the soil, pulses improve soil 
rather than depleting it of nutrients.

Harvesting and processing chap-
ters are also user-friendly, with Jason 
providing handy tips for the  best out-
comes. If all that wasn’t enough, The 
Power of Pulses offers plenty of ideas 
for increasing the consumption of 
household crops. 

Na n a i m o - b a s e d  c a t e re r s  Hi l -
ary Malone and Alison Malone to 
Eathorne have contributed this por-
tion of the book. The award-winning 
authors of Sea Salt: Recipes from the 
West Coast Gallery supplement some 
of Jason’s own favourite recipes with 
a host of tempting creations. There’s 
everything from a chickpea flour socca 
tart with olive tapenade to vegan “mac 
and peas.” 

Jason actually recommends against 
growing the bland navy bean, but 
readers might want to put in a few 
rows just to have the home-grown 
ingredients for a spiced bean and 
pumpkin pie with pecan streusel top-
ping.

The bountiful colour photos in the 
Douglas & McIntyre publication are 
themselves enough to encourage a 
pulse-growing revolution, but it’s the 
zeal of the author that really carries 
the message home. Jason has long 
been a pulse proponent, and he suc-
cessfully conveys that enthusiasm 
into a timely message that readers 
will be only too happy to soak in. 

AGrICULTUrE 

Whole island helps abattoir succeed
Beef and pork added 
to facility’s repertoire

BY TONY BECK 
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

The Salt Spring Island 
Abattoir,  which recently 
celebrated its third year, 
is undergoing renovations 
to make it possible to pro-
cess beef and pork. 

This will help Salt Spring 
farmers who want to pro-
cess their animals local-
ly,  consumers who want 
to buy meat farmed on-
island and the need to get 
more local food into Salt 
Spring’s grocery stores. 

When the B.C. govern-
m e n t  i n t r o d u c e d  m e a t 
re g u l a t i o n s  i n  Se p t e m -

ber 2004, there were pro-
tests across the province, 
as  the  new regulat ions 
made it difficult for small-
scale  l ivestock  far mers 
to stay in business. This 
is  because the changes 
m e a n t  l i v e s t o c k  c o u l d 
no longer be slaughtered 
locally, instead only in a 
licensed facility. 

This was a big problem 
on Salt Spring, illustrated 
in 2009 when Brian Brett, 
later to become a mem-
ber of the abattoir board 
of directors, wrote in his 
book Trauma Farm that, 
for each sheep he raised, 
he lost $25.

Enter the not-for-profit 
Salt  Spring Island Abat-
toir, part of a coordinat-

ed local plan to increase 
food production on Salt 
Spring.  The project was 
developed with the help of 
a provincial government 
grant to assist with adap-
tation to the new inspec-
tion regime. As would be 
expected with any small 
business start-up, it took 
until this year for opera-
tions to break even and 
generate a small surplus. 
T h e  a b a t t o i r  h a s  b e e n 
growing its business,  as 
the number of  chickens 
processed has increased 
56 per cent between 2014 
and this year. 

T h e  u p g r a d e  n o w 
underway, which includes 
an extended kill area and 
strengthened walkways, 

will increase the abattoir’s 
long-term financial viabil-
ity and mean more local 
employment.  

And it will decrease Salt 
Sp r i n g ’s  c a r b o n  e m i s -
sions, by allowing farmers 
to have a wider range of 
animals slaughtered with-
out an expensive trip to 
Vancouver Island. Forty 
per cent of Salt Spring’s 
carbon emissions are food 
related,  and processing 
and consuming more food 
locally means fewer ani-
mals and less food trans-
ported on and off-island. 

T h e  u p g r a d e  m a r k s 
another step forward for 
local  food and for  Sal t 
Spring’s agricultural sec-
tor.

Cover of The Power of Pulses, by Dan 
Jason, Alison Malone Eathorne and 
Hilary Malone, published by Douglas & 
McIntyre.

“There are dozens of high-
yielding, short-season and 
great-tasting bean varieties 
not offered by stores.” 
DAN JASON 
Farmer, author and owner of 
Salt Spring Seeds
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Stanley Laing
Accounting & income tAx ServiceS

Personal & Corporate Taxes, Canadian & U.S.
Small Business, Bookkeeping & Payroll

Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged

115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860  
FAX: 250 537 8859   shakima@shaw.ca
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.
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If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Automotive
    Services Ltd.

AutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotive
Johnson’s

BCAA APPROVED REPAIR FACILITY

     SALT SPRING ISLAND

250.537.2023 #1-156 Alders Ave.

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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1(250)539-0240 call or text
101 Purvis Lane @ GLAD’S

Homemade Soups
hot & ready

To go 
Monday - friday 
open 11am - 4pm

* Closing MarCh 25Th *

MARCH SPECIAL

     30% 

Downtown GanGes  .  250-537-5882

UP 
TO

OFF ALL 
COOKBOOKS

HEalInG 

Hospice’s Grief 101 course outlines the basics 
Precursor to upcoming 
support group 

Salt Spring Hospice offers its popular 
Grief 101 session this Friday afternoon at 
the Salt Spring Library Program Room.

“Grief is sometimes described as 
a wound that we might cover and try to 
ignore, to avoid the sorrow,” explains a Hos-
pice press release. “Opening to grief can be 
painful. Over time, wounds do heal with 
care. Healed wounds can leave a scar that 
can change us in some way.

“Grief has often been described as com-

ing in waves. There are times when the 
waters are calm and then there are times 
when the seas are more turbulent. We can 
experience these waves long after our loss, 
triggered by a date, an event, or a song on 
the radio. We can learn eventually to live 
with these triggers as we integrate our loss. 
We can gradually heal the wound and begin 
to experience life more fully.”  

The March 18 session runs from 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m., exploring the nature of grief and 
what supports Salt Spring Hospice can offer. 

Those in the community who choose to 
attend will find a safe environment to talk 
about their experience with grief, if they 

wish to. 
Grief 101 provides the chance for peo-

ple curious about Salt Spring Hospice’s 
Grief Support Group program to not only 
meet the volunteers who will facilitate the 
next group but to also get an idea of what 
the process will look like.

A group series is set to begin about 
three weeks later. 

“By attending Grief 101, they may 
determine of hospice has a program that 
may be right for them, if they feel ready to 
proceed.” 

Thanks to the Salt Spring Public Library, 
attendance at Friday’s event is free. 

PHotoS bY GAil SjubERG 

lots to CluCK aBout: Fernwood Elementary School students gave 
school board trustees and staff a tour of some special spots when the board 
met there last Wednesday. From top, Elvin Shoolbraid shows the nest boxes 
for their school chickens, while Camryn jackman, left, and McKenna jason 
introduce one of their favourites to school district executive assistant Dawne 
Fennell. the greenhouse, garden, nature classroom and First Nations mural and 
artwork were among other areas highlighted by students. 

KaYaKInG 

Paddling 
adventures
shared
inside Passage trip detailed
by visiting group

Six retired seniors who paddled from 
Victoria to Alaska in 2014 are on Salt Spring 
to share their tale at a Tuesday, March 22 
event. 

Co-sponsored by the Salt Spring Paddlers 
and Trail and Nature Club, the presentation 
begins at 7 p.m. at Lions Hall. 

“For three months, regardless of the 
weather, these men rose early in the morn-
ing to take their camp apart, packed their 
boats and paddled northward, eventually 
reaching Juneau, Alaska,” explains press 
material. “They were joined for the first leg 
of the trip by three other retired friends. 
On the way to Alaska these men carried in 
their boats most of what they needed to 
succeed.” 

The original group of six friends have 
been paddling B.C. waters together for over 
30 years and have kayaked some of the best 
spots on both the west and east coasts of 
Vancouver Island.

“Kayaking the Inside Passage means 
being integrated into the living/breathing 
energy of the coast long enough so that 
we begin to see ourselves and our world in 
new and different ways. Not a bad thing in 
your 60s,” said one group member.

duPlICatE BrIdGE 

Leap day games bring extra bounty 
No surprises winners 
By JILL EVANS
D r i f t w o o D  C o n t r i b u t o r 

There were six full tables who 
arrived to celebrate the day that 
isn’t most years — Feb. 29, that 
is. 

Because it “isn’t,” there was 
no charge to play, and various 
other variations on the usual 
celebration themes. There was 
a draw at the beginning for 
a bottle of wine and a box of 
chocs for one pair, and another 
such draw at the end of the eve-
ning. It was Gillian Mouat and 
Judith Borbas who got the early 

prize, and Blanche Poborsa 
with Terry Clement who won 
the final one. During the eve-
ning anyone who took a trick 
with a two got a toonie, and 
there seemed to be an excep-
tional number of those, com-
pared to other such events. And 
then the pièce de résistance, 
to quote the leaflet placed on 
each table: “To ensure that the 
less fortunate of us have an 
opportunity to win once in a 
while, the team with the lowest 

score will receive a financial 
prize equal to that received by 
the top pair.” It was Flo Laun-
dry and Lynn Thorburn who 
were consoled by this. It’s not a 
usual situation for them to be 
low on the totem pole. 

The serious winners that eve-
ning were (surprise?) George 
Laundry and Jeff Bell, with the 
Poborsa-Clement pair in sec-
ond place. Liz and Oleh Mycyk 
were third, and Patricia Suther-
land with Nick Beringer (wel-
come back, Candyman!) came 
fourth while Patricia Brown and 
Jill Evans were fifth.

March 7 also saw six full 

tables, this time with the Pobor-
sa-Clement pair rising to the 
top and the Mycyks climbing 
to the second place. Third were 
Jeff Bell and Brent Vickers (good 
to see him back!), and fourth 
were the Catherine Gardiner-
Ted Baldwinson combo. Patri-
cia Hewett and Bob Morrisette 
occupied the fifth spot.

Just a couple of reminders: 
the next Monday will be the first 
after the switch to Daylight Sav-
ing, and maybe the sun will be 
shining as helpful people arrive 
chez Seniors at 6:30 to set up 
tables and shuffle cards. The 
more the merrier (hint).

BridgetriCks
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Economic Development Coordination Services
Request for Expressions of Interest

 
The Capital Regional District (CRD) invites qualified individual service providers, 
with experience in economic development and tourism, to submit an expression 
of interest to the CRD’s Salt Spring Island Community Economic Development 
Commission. Deadline is 4pm on  March 21.

The complete package, with a list of submission requirements and the scope of 
services required, is available on the CRD website at www.crd.bc.ca/about/contracts-
rfps/current OR at the CRD office at 145 Vesuvius Bay Road (Portlock Park).  For further 
information, please contact Karla Campbell at kcampbell@crd.bc.ca or 250 537 4448.

The Royal Victoria Yacht Club has an employment 
opportunity for an energetic individual (or couple) 
for caretaking at the Club’s Long Harbour Outstation 
on Salt Spring Island.

Duties include general caretaking, maintenance 
and security of the grounds, buildings, pumping 
systems and docks. Handyman duties include 
preventive maintenance and general repairs to the 
facilities, systems and docks, including aspects of 
carpentry, electrical and plumbing.

The successful applicant will have proven 
experience in caretaking and management of small 
to medium establishments, will be able to work with 
minimum direction, and will be able to successfully 
interact with the wide diversity of Club members. 
Superior communicative abilities are necessary, as 
are general management skills including the use of 
computers.

Knowledge of, and experience working in the 
marine environment including the ability to operate 
small floating craft are definite assets. A three 
bedroom house will be provided for use of the 
Caretaker throughout the employment with the RVYC.

A full job description is available at www.rvyc.bc.ca. 
Please email resume to info@rvyc.ca by March 31st.

JEAN STONE
April 8, 1929 - Rose Valley, SK            
March 10, 2016 - Calgary, AB

Jean, beloved wife of David of 
Calgary, passed away on Thursday, 
March 10, 2016 at the age of 86 years.

Jean Beatrice (Erickson) Stone was 
born in Rose Valley, Saskatchewan on 

April 8, 1929. She was one of four daughters born to Betsy 
(Pederson) and Conrad Erickson. She and her three sisters 
Leverne (predeceased), Elsie and Connie grew up on a 
farm near Wadena, Saskatchewan. After graduating from 
nursing college in Saskatoon, Jean married David Stone on 
February 19, 1951. One son, Brian was born to the union. 
Jean provided nursing care in several Canadian cities 
during their many military postings, until she retired from 
her profession on Saltspring Island, British Columbia in 
1986, where she was subsequently active for many years 
of volunteer work, sailing, knitting and gardening. Jean 
and David moved to Calgary, Alberta in 2014 to be closer 
to their family. They moved to Ste. Marguerite Manor 
in 2015, where she resided happily until passing away 
peacefully in Dulcina Hospice in the early morning of 
March 10, 2016 at the age of eighty-six after a long and 
fruitful life caring for others.

Jean is survived by her husband David, son Brian and 
his wife Jackie, granddaughter Lorelli and her husband 
Mike Nowell in Calgary, grandson Andrew and his wife 
Lisa in Melbourne, Australia, and six great grandchildren, 
Juliet, Lola, Lily, Henry, Jack and Oscar; her sisters Elsie 
Joyce and Connie Dodds, along with their and Leverne 
Anderson’s extensive families. All who knew Jean were 
extremely fond of her, and she will be sadly missed by her 
loving family, relatives and many friends. 

In lieu of a public funeral and fl owers it is Jean’s and 
her family’s wish that donations be made to the Alberta 
Hospice Palliative Care Association  1245-70 Avenue 
S.E. Calgary, AB, T2H 2X8 Telephone: 1-403-206-
9938. Condolences may be forwarded through www.
mcinnisandholloway.com. The family would like to extend 
their sincere appreciation to the staff at Ste. Marguerite 
Manor and Dulcina Hospice for the care given to Jean. 

In living memory of Jean Stone, a tree will be planted at 
Fish Creek Provincial Park by McINNIS & HOLLOWAY 
FUNERAL HOMES, Chapel of the Bells, 2720 CENTRE 
STREET NORTH, Calgary, AB., 1-403-276-2296.

Ann Shepherd
MARCH 9, 2016

Ann Shepherd died just after 
9:00 pm on Wednesday, March 9, 
2016 after a long and happy life. 
She was 87 years old. 

Annie loved and was loved by her 
husband of 60 years, Bishop Ron Shepherd who died in 
2012. She was also a mother, librarian, beekeeper and 
hospice volunteer. Her passions included sewing avant-
garde outfi ts that dazzled the communities she lived in. 
She loved throwing parties and would cook from dawn 
to dusk for days in preparation. Another passion of hers 
was hats. Whether heading to the beach for a lazy day 
of reading under an umbrella, or marching in a peace 
protest or dining out, Annie always had the right hat. But 
her greatest passion was children. She was a counselor at 
Camp Columbia in her teens and a children’s librarian 
in Montreal in her fi fties, and in between those years 
she raised six children of her own. And with that many 
children, the memories are myriad. From long winter 
nights rocking them to sleep to ease their earaches or 
nightmares, to those endless summer days at the Lake, 
with melting revels in the sand, the soothing balm of her 
hands on their sunburned shoulders, and an unforgettably 
graceful front crawl, she was their hero.

A measuring stick for grace and character. Annie, a 
graduate of UBC and McGill, lived with her husband 
Ron on Salt Spring Island where they entertained friends 
from all over and were always happy to see their children, 
Mary, Jeremy, Christopher, Susie (2013), Timothy and 
Peter and 8 grandchildren. We will miss her so much. 

Her Funeral Service will be held at All Saints by the 
Sea in Ganges on Salt Spring Island  on Thursday, March 
17, 2016 at 2 pm. 

Please make your donations to Canadian Cancer 
Society or Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund.  
Condolences may be offered at www.mccallbros.com.

McCall’s of Victoria, BC (1-800-870-4210)

Grief 101 
Concerns may be:

How do I cope with my loss?
What do I do with all these emotions?

My family says I should be over this now?
What happens when you are grieving? What is normal?
How can I support someone who is experiencing loss?

Friday March 18th  1:30-2:30pm

Salt Spring Library’s Program Room

for more info contact Salt Spring Hospice

presented by sponsored by

If you are unable to attend, we will provide another date & time to meet

What’s happening at your Library?
Find out at the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
4:00 p.m. Thursday, March 17, 2016

Program Room
Salt Spring Island Library

129 McPhillips Avenue, Ganges, BC

All active Library cardholders are welcome to attend 
and are eligible to vote at the meeting.

Refreshments will be served.

A resolution to amend the bylaws of the 
Association will be presented for approval by 
the members of the Association present at the 
Annual General Meeting. The full text of the 
proposed resolution will be posted in the Library, 
and on the Library’s website http://saltspring.
bc.libraries.coop/ between the publication of this 
advertisement and the Annual General Meeting.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTSCOMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTSCOMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CALL FOR ENTRIES
13TH ANNUAL 

Kitty Coleman Woodland
Art & Bloom Festival.

 Fine Art and Quality Crafts 
Juried Show. 

Presented in a spectacular 
outdoor setting 

May 21, 22 and 23
Applications for Artisans 

are available at 
woodlandgardens.ca

 or email 
2bevzimmerman@gmail.com

 250-338-6901

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

DEATHS

COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS

DEATHS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

INFORMATION INFORMATION INFORMATION

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTSCOMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTSCOMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

CANADA BENEFIT Group - 
Do you or someone you know
suffer from a disability? Get up
to $40,000 from the Canadian
Government. Toll-free 1-888-
511-2250 or www.canada-
benefi t.ca/free-assessment

HIP OR knee replacement?
Arthritic Conditions/COPD? 
Restrictions in Walking/Dress-
ing? Disability tax credit 
$2,000 tax credit $20,000 re-
fund. Apply today for assis-
tance: 1-844-453-5372.

PERSONALS

LOOKING TO 
REUNITE

Message to Carole from 
Sayulita friend Suzanne from 
Edmonton. Sorry to say I lost 
your contact information and 
would like to stay in touch. 
Please contact me when 
convenient. Hope to hear 
from you soon. email:
suzanneroytcotte@yahoo.ca

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND - Keys @ mailboxes 
behind Artspring, includes Vol-
vo key & remote. Claim @ the
Driftwood offi ce.

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

SEE wEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 19
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Country Grocer is currently recruiting for a  
Produce Manager in one of our Nanaimo 
stores. Must have minimum 3 years produce  
management experience.

For full details visit us at: 
www.countrygrocer.com/about-us/careers/

Offering competitive wages, an extensive benefits 
plan and pension plan.

PRODUCE MANAGER
NANAIMO

p p

Please apply by email to:
kmaestrello@countrygrocer.com

or 
jzwynenburg@countrygrocer.com

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare. 
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% Money 
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can 
help! 1-888-356-5248

TRAVEL

SAVE 30% on our Heart of the 
Arctic adventure. Visit Inuit 
communities in Greenland and 
Nunavut aboard the com-
fortable 198-passenger Ocean 
Endeavour. Call for details! 1-
800-363-7566 or visit online 
www.adventurecanada.com 
(TICO#04001400)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

NEW EXCITING mini VLT’s. 
Produce buckets of cash 
monthly. Attracts customers 
like money magnets. Loca-
tions provided. Ground fl oor 
opportunity. Full details call 
now 1-866-668-6629. Website 
www.tcvend.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers 
have work-at-home positions 
available. Get online training 
you need from an employer-
trusted program.  Visit: Care-
erStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your 
work-at-home career today!

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

START A new career in 
Graphic Arts, Healthcare, 
Business, Education or Infor-
mation Tech.  If you have a 
GED, call:  855-670-9765

HELP WANTED

SS ISLAND TRANSIT SYS-
TEM requires part time bus 
driver. At least Class 4 Unre-
stricted and clean driving 
record required. Prefer bus 
driving experience, good in-
terpersonal skills, and good 
teamwork ethic. Flexibility to 
work differing shifts between 
5 AM and 11 PM any day of 
the week.   Please call:  
250-537-6758 or email:   
sstransit@telus.net

MEDICAL/DENTAL

HEALTHCARE DOCUMEN-
TATION Specialists are in 
huge demand. Employers 
want CanScribe graduates. A 
great work-from-home career! 
Train with Canada’s best-rated 
program. Enroll today. 
www.canscribe.com. Call 1-
800-466-1535. or email to:    
info@canscribe.com.

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

NEED A loan? Own property? 
Have bad credit? We can help! 
Call toll free 1-866-405-1228 
fi rstandsecondmortgages.ca

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

LARGE FUND
Borrowers Wanted

Start saving hundreds of  
dollars today! We can easily 
approve you by phone. 1st, 
2nd or 3rd mortgage money 
is available right now. Rates 
start at Prime. Equity counts. 
We don’t rely on credit, age 
or income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or 

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULL SERVICE Plumbing 
from Parker Dean. Fast, re-
liable, 24/7 service. Take $50 
off your next job if you present 
this ad. Vancouver area. 1-
800-573-2928.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FREE ITEMS

FREE - 2 Twin size Box 
Spring & Mattress. Call:  
250 537-4739

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

GARAGE SALES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

JETTED corner bathtub. Great 
condition & runs well. Meas-
ures 6 x 6 feet. Includes fau-
cet. $450 4-foot vanity in-
cludes sink top, faucets & 
mirror. $125 Will deliver on 
Salt Spring. Phone 778-410-
1085

POLE BARNS, Shops, steel 
buildings metal clad or fabric 
clad. Complete supply  and in-
stallation. Call John at 403-
998-7907; jcameron@advan-
cebuildings.com.

REFORESTATION NUR-
SERY seedlings of hardy 
trees, shrubs, & berries for 
shelterbelts or landscaping. 
Spruce & Pine from 
$0.99/tree. Free Shipping.  
Replacement guarantee. Call 
1-866-873-3846 or visit 
www.treetime.ca

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4,397 - Make money & save 
money with your own bandmill 
- Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/400OT 1-800-566-
6899 Ext:400OT.

STEEL BUILDING sale. “Big 
blow out sale-clear out pricing 
in effect now!” 20x20 $5,444 
25x26 $6,275 28x28 $7,454 
30x30 $8,489 32x34 $10,328 
42x50 $15,866. One end wall 
included. Pioneer Steel 1-800-
668-5422 or visit us online: 
www.pioneersteel.ca

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

383SF AVAILABLE, Merchant 
Mews near Ganges. Bthrm, 
clean, revamped. Ideal offi ce 
or shop. Richard, (Victoria) 
250-380-1669.

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

COMMERCIAL RETAIL spac-
es in building next to Saturday 
Market.  - 200 sq. ft. from 
$500/mo to 450 sq. ft. from 
$1100/mo. and each unit in-
cludes a Saturday Market stall.  
Available May 1, 2016. Call: 
250 537-6860

COMMERCIAL RETAIL
SPACE up to 1,400 sq. ft. will 
build to suit & unit comes with 
Saturday Market stall.  
Call:   250 537-6860

UPPER GANGES CENTRE
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

2 BDRM main fl oor suite, 
Lakefront on St. Mary Lake. 
Lots of windows/panoramic 
views of the lake. All applianc-
es including W&D. Contact: 
gary.brown@coastpaint.com

STORAGE

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

fi l here please

HELP WANTED

RECRUITMENT

HELP WANTED

RECRUITMENT

Invite the whole 
neighbourhood to your 

garage sale with a 
classified ad. 

CALL 250-537-9933

School DiStrict No. 64
(Gulf islands)

Applications are invited for substitute/
casual work as Building Service Worker 
(BSW) at Salt Spring Island Schools. 
For further information refer to School 
District No. 64 website at: 
http://sd64.bc.ca/job-information/.

Invite 
the whole 

neighbourhood 
to your 

garage sale 
with a 

classified ad. 
CALL 

530.537.9933

       
        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) If you have 
been feeling a little reclusive, that is 
about to change. If you have been 
enjoying some time-out, this is your 
cue to get you last licks in now. 
Spring is your time especially to rise 
and shine. Sometimes it takes a little 
longer to feel the impulse though, and 
this could be one of those times. For 
best results, take mental note, at least, 
of your goals for the season.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) Sweet 
dreams vie with revving ambitions. 
You have been in the mood to play. 
Yet your mind is awash with thoughts, 
ideas and visions. Your imagination 
power could be especially active now 
and may require that you make extra 
efforts so that it works for you and not 
against. An unchecked imagination 
can conjure negative scenarios. 
Otherwise weave, dreamer.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Are you 
riding on a hope, a prayer, a dream, 
a genuine vision, or perhaps a 
combination of all of the above? 
Sometimes we feel called and some 
regard such intuitive convictions 
as spiritual and destiny. Yet deep 
discernment is needed to determine 
if your feelings are authentic or simply 
fantasies. These can even become 
infl ated and appear very real. Pray to 
really know the difference.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Gaining 
glimpses of higher visions, deeper 
truths and/or profound philosophies 
are all possible scenarios now. These 
may be coming in amidst an otherwise 
busy and even challenging time in your 
life. Fortunately, you feel the spirit to 
prevail. This includes plucking the fruit 
of these lofty experiences from the 
tree of possibilities and adding it to 
your basket on the ground of daily 
reality.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) An invitation 
to dive deep and to dig even deeper, 
has been sent to you by your destiny 
department. It is asking you to take a 
few calculated risks. Accepting this 
invitation will require that you work 
harder than you have for some time. 
Yet, the rewards will be yours to 
realize as well. Whatever the situation, 
opportunities to meet the challenge 
and rise to higher levels are coming 
in, fast.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) Shifts and 
changes on relationship fronts 
continue. As with spring, love is in the 
air or, at least, infatuation and desire. 
As much as the focus includes others, 
some of it is directly pointed at you. Call 
it learning to be your own best friend. 
In doing so, inspirations to take a few 
risks are rising too. Change in your 
lifestyle is featured and increasing 
your overall health levels is central.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) Balancing self-
assertion with surrender implies the 
activation of complexity. It is this very 
attribute that the soul feeds on. On a 
personality level, it is common to focus 
to keep it simple, sweetheart. There is 
certainly wisdom in that too. Yet, the 
complex weave of seemingly separate 
themes and principles is the intention 
and consequence of genius.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) Waves 
of imagination continue to roll 
in. It may even feel like a veritable 
typhoon. At worst, you could feel a 
bit overwhelmed. At best, ideas are 
fl owing in unbounded measure. Simply 
capturing as many of them as you can 
in whatever manner works best for 
you, is ideal. By this time next week, 
or sooner, you will begin to take 
deliberate action.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) A soul 
searching journey continues. The 
answers you seek are directly linked 
to your professional, public and social 
spheres in general. It feels important 
to make some solid decisions and 
choices. You want to feel clearer, 
grounded and reliable. Fortunately, 
your determination levels are running 
high. Web-like patterns woven with 
emotion may be obscuring your vision. 
Brush them aside.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) Your 
mind is literally swimming with ideas. 
You are excited at the prospects of 
capturing some of them. Fears may be 
holding you back, however, producing 
a state of procrastination. If this is 
the case, the best idea to act on fi rst 
is that of turning to directly confront 
these disturbance lingering beneath 
the surface. While some may be real, 
most are likely mere shadows from 
clouds.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) A process 
of what you truly want and need 
continues. You may feel frustrated, 
agitated and rebellious. Positively, this 
unsettled state will lead you to take 
deliberate action. Your status quo must 
change somehow. There is reason 
to say that you are receiving some 
karmic returns. Yet, these should not 
be overestimated. Decipher if certain 
habitual comfort zones are really in 
your best interest.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) The current 
in your flow is pulling you in new 
directions. Like a great river delta, 
these currents are expansive and 
present opportunities to broaden your 
scope. Meeting people and making 
new friends is likely. Of course, you 
must be in-tune and with your will 
engaged. Be careful of the back 
eddies pulling you back to the past. 
Focus on now and next, where new 
horizons beckon.
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MEN’S SOCER 

Visitors rain on Old Boys team’s optimistic homecoming
Dave “Two-Goal” 
Eadie shines
in 7-1 defeat 

BY FRASER HOPE
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

With talk in the top 
leagues about managers 
being sacked or not travel-
ling to away games, coach 
Graham Tweddle faced 
growing pressure from 
reports that a certain “fat 
Spanish waiter” had been 
seen perusing real estate 
listings in downtown Gan-
ges.

“Too expensive and no 
tapas bars” were reasons 

given for Rafa Benitez pre-
ferring the bright lights of 
Newcastle, according to 
reliable sources. 

Readers may notice a 
preponderance of refer-
ences to the excellent 
play of Scott Howe in this 
report. In the interests of 
journalistic integrity it 
must be noted that Howe 
provided reporter Hope 
with a fi ne “scotsage roll” 
before the game, seeking 
preferential media cover-
age. 

Just think what cover-
age you could receive for a 
meat pie!

Despite the dismal play-
ing conditions, Old Boys 

started brightly against Juan 
de Fuca, holding possession 
by passing to own teammates 
and with several penetrating 
forays into the visitors’ end.

Juan de Fuca found their 
“land legs” after the stormy 
ferry ride, and goalkeeper 
Dennis Shaw was on his knees 
keeping out dangerous shots 
more times than Mitt Romney 
facing Donald Trump.

Early runs by Mike McCor-
mick and David Toynbee 
came to naught, with shots 
directly on the keeper or over 
the bar. Howe provided hero-
ics on the defence, deftly 
turning away a visitor attack. 
After a McCormick shot on 
goal, Juan de Fuca swept out 
of defence upfi eld into attack 
mode and, with a well-worked 
move, saw a powerful shot 
that gave Shaw no chance for 
the save.

With Juan de Fuca up by a 
goal, Howe took one off the 
noggin’ for the team, prevent-
ing a goal-bound shot. Old 
Boys, determined to reply, 
stormed down the field, 
which culminated in Toynbee 
crossing into the box to catch 
Mike Davis unexpectedly fl at 
footed (possibly because of 
his pager heel medical con-
dition?), missing a golden 
opportunity to equalize.

Questions arose concern-
ing the hugs that Davis and 
the Juan de Fuca keeper 
exchanged after the miss. 
Toynbee questioned if this 
was a miss of the season equal 
to his early-season miss. Both 
were equally unbelievable.

Just as the Old Boys began 
to dominate play, Juan de 
Fuca took a two-goal lead 
before the half.

Coach Tweddle exhorted 
his team to “try, try, try to at 
least pass to a teammate,” 
an apt analysis of fi rst-half 
failings.  

Similar to previous match-
es, the Old Boys gave away 
two quick early second-half 
goals in succession. Goals 
fi ve and six quickly followed 
(one an own goal), and it 
seemed that would be the 
end of the scoring, but a sev-
enth Juan de Fuca goal fi nal-
ly galvanized the Old Boys 
to play their best football of 

the game, mostly during the 
match’s fi nal fi ve minutes. 

The Old Boys, passing to 
the right players and deter-
mined not be skunked, 
roared to life with a long 
Howe through-ball  that 
found a galloping McCor-
mick, who turned neatly 
inside his defender to lay a 
perfect pass for Dave Eadie 
to nix the shutout.

The Over-40s league has 
three groupings, and as in 
previous games the opposi-
tion has produced a mis-

match resulting in lopsided 
defeats for the Old Boys. 
The “slide” must be halted 
over the final two games 
ahead of the spring tourna-
ment season. 

Dave “Two-Goal” Eadie 
(it was he of the own goal) 
and Howe were the Old 
Boys’ labourious man-of-
the-match picks. Adding 
to coach Tweddle’s woes, 
his team Middlesbrough 
FC was defeated by Howe’s 
team, Charlton Athletic, in 
the championship.

Three successive defeats. 
Sound familiar? Excuses 
are prepared: “Their team 
wanted it more than us. 
It was the wind. The time 
change put us off our game. 
If one day I am sacked, it’s 
because I  do things my 
way.” 

On a further note for all 
the Arsenal fans out there, 
no “Invincibles” are on dis-
play today as they exit the FA 
Cup. For Everton and Chel-
sea fans, no one was bitten 
today, at least not in anger.

Has Benitez made the 
right move? Magpies or Old 
Boys? Only time will tell. 
He has an exit clause in his 
contract should he choose 
to relocate. If Newcastle is 
relegated, he is free to walk 
away at the end of the sea-
son. Realtors may still want 
to brush up on their Spanish 
in the off-season.

The Old Boys will attempt 
to find the win column 
against Gordon Head Near-
ly Dead in a match fans are 
already calling a clash of the 
titans. Kickoff is at 2 p.m. at 
Victoria’s Lochside Park on 
March 20.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

Sean Goddard beats the chill with a toque while booting the 
ball in the Salt Spring Old Boys’ loss to Juan de Fuca on Sunday.  


