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A crowd of people opposed to the federal government’s Bill C-51 march and chant on Lower Ganges Road as part of nation-wide protests held 
Saturday afternoon against proposed anti-terrorism legislation. 

Anti-terrorism bill draws protest 

Proposed legislation widely criticized

NSSWD
defends
plant
proposal
Board readies for third 
vote on water plant
borrowing

 
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

With fewer than 10 days before the 
North Salt Spring Waterworks Dis-
trict hosts a referendum for ratepayer 
approval to borrow up to $8.4 million 
for a new water treatment plant, dis-
trict staff and volunteers hosted a pair 
of open-house events to defend their 
plan as the best long-term option.

“I had a 1980 Chev pick-up that 
would get me to town and back, but 
when I bought my new 2010, it got 
me to town and back, but man what a 
different ride,” NSSWD manager Ron 
Stepaniuk told about 50 participants 
on March 12 at Community Gospel 
Chapel. A second open house session 
was held Tuesday afternoon. 

“That’s essentially what’s going to 
happen with this plant; you can’t com-
pare the two.”

Marshall Heinekey, NSSWD board 
chair, told Thursday’s audience the lat-
est proposal meets all the board’s cri-
teria, including safety, location, opera-
tions, environment and control over 
the project.

“We’re at a pivotal moment as we 
embark on the bidding and construc-
tion phase of this project,” Heinekey 
said. “We hope to be able to go to bid-
ding in June and hope to be able to have 
a contractor, maybe optimistically, on 
site by August.”

WATERWORKS FEDERAL POLITICS

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

About 350 people converged at Centennial 
Park on Saturday and walked through Ganges 
to protest proposed Bill C-51, the federal gov-
ernment’s anti-terrorism legislation.

“We’re here preparing the world for our 
children and our grandchildren,” said event 
co-organizer Bonnie Jeanne Devoe before 
handing the mic over to other speakers. “I 
don’t like the way things are going with our 
country. We stand here together to protest 
that and to demonstrate how we envision the 

world to be.”
Others who spoke — sometimes referring 

to themselves as “terrorists” because they 
dare to publicly oppose government actions 
— were Salt Spring residents Joe Akerman, 
Jan Slakov, Harry Warner and John Davies, 
Galiano Island resident Chidakash and local 
NDP MLA Gary Holman. 

Holman told the crowd the Conservative 
federal government’s legislation is unneces-
sary and undemocratic.

“The legislation we have on the books now 
is already enough to deal with any so-called 

terrorist threats,” he said.
“We have a right to oppose unjust laws and 

legislation in this country.”
Akerman, who was a leader in the recent 

campaign to protect Grace Islet, said that Bill 
C-51 is of particular concern to First Nations 
peoples because, in having a “cultural and mor-
ally appointed duty” to protest the desecration 
of their sacred areas and the exploitation of their 
lands, they are more likely to trigger intervention 
by the Canadian Security Intelligence Service. 
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.
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or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
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on a return trip airfare.
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We’re all about the Islands
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and Salt Spring Island.
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Proposed St. Mary DAF Water Treatment Facility
For facts, project history and much more

Visit our website
www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST  - 
Fulford & Fernwood Elementary Schools

Proposed School District 64 Programs 
commencing September 2015

At the March 11, 2015 School District 64 Public Board 
Meeting, a motion was passed recommending that 
mulitage classes be opened at each of Fulford and 
Fernwood Schools in September 2015, provided that the 
overall enrolment in the school makes a full or part time 
program fi nancially viable. 

Preliminary conversations indicate the development of 
programs focused on ecological place-based learning and 
play-based experiential learning with a curriculum that is 
compliant with BC’s K-9 Transforming Curriculum document.  
Place-based learning is a foundational component of the 
District’s SEEC & MYSEEC programs and incorporates 
cultural studies, nature investigations, real world problem 
solving, and immersion in community life and mentorship. 
Program structures to be explored include a cohort model 
with parent participation that blends classroom, outdoor, 
and home learning. Additionally, class size and staffi ng 
would be in compliance with the Collective Agreement.  

We request that parents who would like to express 
interest in enrolling their child contact Marie Mullen 
(Fulford Principal) or Kelda Logan (Fernwood Principal), 
by Wednesday, April 8, 2015.  Marie can be reached 
at mmullen@sd64.bc.ca and Kelda can be reached at 
klogan@sd64.bc.ca.

Bill’s provisions widely criticized
As a Feb. 27 open letter to Par-

liament signed by more than 100 
Canadian professors of law and 
other disciplines notes, the bill 
defines “‘activities that undermine 
the security of Canada’ in such an 
exceptionally broad way that ‘terror-
ism’ is simply one example of nine 
examples, and only ‘lawful advocacy, 
protest, dissent and artistic expres-
sion’ is excluded.”

At Saturday’s rally, Chidakash said, 
“If you have some feelings about 
what’s happened to the salmon, if 
you have some feelings about pipe-
lines, if you have some feelings 
about this bill . . . or anything that 
{Prime Minister] Harper does not 

support and does not promote, you 
are a terrorist under this bill.” 

Making a symbolic statement on 
the bill’s potential implications for 
free speech, a roll of duct tape was 
passed around at the park so people 
could cover their mouths with a strip 
of it. 

A petition was also available for 
signing and a song circle at the park 
closed the event under sunny skies.

The group Leadnow.ca spear-
headed March 14 protests against 
Bill C-51 across the country, calling 
it a National Day of Action to Stand 
Against the Secret Police Bill C-51. 
Rallies were held in an estimated 55 
communities.

The official description of the 
bill is “An Act to enact the Securi-
ty of Canada Information Sharing 
Act and the Secure Air Travel Act, 

to amend the Criminal Code, the 
Canadian Security Intelligence Ser-
vice Act and the Immigration and 
Refugee Protection Act and to make 
related and consequential amend-
ments to other Acts.”

Critics of Bill C-51 feel it could 
severely limit Canadians’ freedom of 
expression and other Charter rights, 
create problems for RCMP inves-
tigations and the judicial process, 
and they urge people to continue 
protesting against it.

Legal scholars Craig Forcese and 
Kent Roach state in a Feb. 13 piece 
on thewalrus.ca that certain aspects 
of the bill, such as creation of “ter-
rorism peace bonds” and putting 
Canada’s “no-fly list on firmer legal 
footing” are positive, while describ-
ing other aspects as “ugly” and “truly 
ugly.”

rECYClING 

CRD votes to fund island recycle depots
MMBC oversight also called 
for by regional board

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Recycling operations will be protected 
throughout the Gulf Islands and in Port 
Renfrew for the next four years thanks to 
a nearly unanimous vote by the Capital 
Regional District’s board of directors on 
Wednesday, March 11.

“Supporting communities across the 
region and helping them meet their recy-
cling needs is something this board sees as 
a priority,” said CRD chair Nils Jensen.

“This sends the right message to our 
constituents that we want to continue to 
support them in their recycling and waste 
diversion efforts,” added Wayne McIntyre, 
Salt Spring’s electoral area director.

Provincial regulation that made industry 
responsible for paper and plastic packag-
ing recycling since May 2014 resulted in a 
shortfall when it came to rural depots, with 
the newly formed entity Multi-Material 
B.C. covering approximately 12 per cent 
of the cost. The CRD covered the shortfall 
for the first year, but with time running out 
on that arrangement, local communities 
faced a distinct threat to their service lev-
els. Twenty-five jobs were also at risk.

McIntyre introduced the motion with 
the recommendation of the CRD’s envi-
ronmental services committee to con-
tinue the arrangement until 2019, at an 
estimated cost of $450,000 annually. The 
resolution passed with only one vote of 
opposition from Victoria councillor Geoff 
Young.

Young summed up the problem as being 
that recycling service is less efficient and 
therefore more expensive to operate in the 

Gulf Islands. He gave credit to the opin-
ion that MMBC is not living up to its full 
responsibility, but he balked at Victoria 
taxpayers having to cover the difference.

“To jump from ‘MMBC isn’t doing it very 
well’ to ‘the taxpayers in the rest of the 
region should be doing it’ is a big jump for 
me,” he said. “There are lots of areas where 
we do cooperate and fund things coopera-
tively, but there are a lot of areas where we 
don’t.”

Young referenced a letter from BC Envi-
ronment Minister Mary Polak, which 
encourages the regional district to fund 
the shortfall.

“Of course that’s what they want us to 
do, and once we do that, we’ll be doing it 
forever,” Young said. “And I think that we 
should say right at the beginning, if we 
feel there are problems with MMBC, fix 
them, but don’t come to us to paper over 
those difficulties and pay for this service 
that you don’t want to pay for.”

Dave Howe, director for the Southern 
Gulf Islands, noted more than 200 volun-
teers contribute to ensuring island depots 
operate. As he confirmed with the CRD’s 
general manager of environmental sus-
tainability Larisa Hutcheson, there is cur-

rently $9 million in a Sustainability Fund 
generated through landfill tipping fees 
and earmarked for the transition phase. 
All Gulf Islands residents who have dis-
posed of garbage have contributed to that 
fund.

Juan de Fuca director Mike Hicks 
pointed out the problem is not just in the 
Gulf Islands. When MMBC took over they 
extended the blue box program north to 
Jordan River but won’t look at extending 
it to Port Renfrew for the next three years. 

“We don’t have the option,” Hicks said.
MLAs Gary Holman and Lana Popham 

also attended the meeting and spoke in 
favour of the CRD’s continued funding, as 
well as the need for oversight of the new 
entity. 

“It’s great the CRD stepped in to cover 
the shortfall in MMBC funding,” Holman 
said after the meeting. “It’s not the ideal 
situation — the ideal solution would be 
MMBC fully living up to its responsibility 
and funding the depot costs as well as the 
blue box program.”

As a former CRD director for Salt 
Spring, Holman said a previous cost anal-
ysis by external consultants concluded 
that contracting agent Salt Spring Com-
munity Services provides good service for 
the cost.

“The Southern Gulf Islands provide 
an even better deal because they’re so 
volunteer-based,” he said.

Holman and Popham, who is the New 
Democratic opposition spokesperson for 
agriculture and MMBC, have planned a 
stakeholders’ meeting that will include 
depot managers, representatives from 
MMBC and the Ministry of the Environ-
ment to go over the financial details of the 
current arrangement. A date has not yet 
been set.

rAllY 
continued from  1

PHoto BY JEN MACLELLAN 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper masks were among props and signs used to 
make a point at the rally against proposed Bill C-51 held Saturday. For many 
more photos of the event, see the Gulf Islands Driftwood Facebook page. 

“Supporting communities 
across the region and 
helping them meet their 
recyling needs is something 
this board sees as a priority.” 
NILS JENSEN
CRD board chair
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Building deemed 
beyond salvation

by SeaN MCINtyRe
D R I F T W O O D

The Capital Regional 
District may have begun 
to consider bids from con-
tractors keen to tear down 
the Fulford Inn, but it’s still 
unclear when the dilapi-
dated structure will come 

crashing down.
Robert Gutierrez, the 

CRD’s senior manager of 
building inspection, said 
that’s because work on 
the site is contingent on 
creating a plan to mitigate 
exposure to hazardous 
materials and any poten-
tial impact the building’s 
demolition may have on 
n e i g h b o u r i n g  F u l f o rd 
Creek.

“You can’t go in there 
and just  demolish the 
building,” he said Tuesday.

Gutierrez has received 
several phone calls late-
ly from islanders with an 
opinion about the site’s 
future.

“I’m getting it from both 
sides,” he said. “I’m getting 
a lot of phone calls from 
people who want to keep it 
and from people who want 

it removed.”
He  s a i d  n e i g h b o u r s 

express concerns over the 
building’s unsightliness 
and worry about people 
sleeping inside and around 
the structure.

Gutierrez said neglect 
of the building, especially 
during the past five years, 
has ruled out any hope of 
restoration.

“I like to build buildings, 

not take them down, but 
it’s the only thing we have 
left,” he said.

The CRD has been pay-
ing for site surveillance 
and work to  keep the 
premises boarded up. The 
district plans to recoup all 
costs, including the build-
ing’s demolition, from the 
property owner retroac-
tively through a supple-
mentary property tax levy.

The CRD received 16 
proposals from compa-
nies wanting to demolish 
the structure in time for 
last week’s deadline. Five 
of those applicants were 
from Salt Spring. Gutierrez 
anticipates the winning 
bid will be selected by the 
end of the week.

“We need to get through 
the process,” Gutierrez 
added.
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EduCatIon

SD64 commits to alternative elementary programs
Pender Island option 
also to be considered

by eLIZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Parents looking for different 
options within the public school 
system will find two new pro-
grams in the 2015-16 school year 
for students in Kindergarten to 
Grade 3 at Salt Spring’s Fern-
wood and Fulford elementary 
schools.

The Gulf Islands Board of Edu-
cation approved the programs at 
its public meeting on Wednes-
day, March 11 in response to 
“unprecedented” requests for 
alternatives. Although the deci-
sion to add two multi-age class-
rooms with a focus on outdoor, 
flexible, nature-based education 
does not precisely meet any of 
the proposals made by parent 
groups, it is a compromise that 
several people in attendance 
supported as a step in the right 
direction.

“I would be genuinely excited 
to support a development like 
this,” said the district’s director 
of instruction, Doug Livingston, 
although he added that new pro-
grams are part of a journey and 
not a fully realized product.

District superintendent Lisa 
Halstead reported the programs 
committee had looked at pro-
posals against a matrix of core 
elements that would need to 

be in place for the district to go 
ahead.

Considerations included the 
requirement to fit within B.C.’s 
Transforming Curriculum docu-
ment, financial viability, abiding 
by the teachers’ collective agree-
ment as to staffing and class size, 
remaining inclusive and secu-
lar, and not having a negative 
impact on the rest of the district.

“We wanted to reflect in this 
motion the need to be viable 
for the district and that we can 
do this, we can handle this and 
we can pay for this,” Halstead 
explained. 

One parent group that was not 
happy with the district’s response 
is the Salt Spring Friends of Wal-
dorf Society, which had formed a 
committee to propose opening a 
Waldorf-based school within the 
district.

Trustees stated the education 
model did not seem compatible 
with the B.C. curriculum, such 
as the learning outcome goals 
for younger students. SD64’s 
program committee chair Nancy 
Macdonald also explained the 
goal was to stay away from set-
ting up strictly defined educa-
tion models.

“We are a public system so 
we wanted to stay away from 
the specific teaching strategies 
and the components required by 
those programs,” she said.

Speaking after the meeting, 
Waldorf society member Michael 
Contardi said the district had 

wasted an opportunity to be a 
nation-wide innovator,  and 
since the alternative classrooms 
don’t agree with typical Waldorf 
teaching plans, the compromise 
will not work for those seeking 
that model.

“We can’t really get excited 
about that approach . . . the prob-
lems are far more entrenched 
than just kids are inside rather 
than outside,” Contardi said.

“We felt it did not nearly go far 
enough in addressing the needs 
of the parents we are represent-
ing, as a truly transformative 
education system.”

Contardi said Waldorf is the 

fastest growing education model 
in North America, and that with 
families of 31 children interested 
in joining in the Gulf Islands, 
Waldorf proponents also formed 
the largest proposal group.

“I think there’s just too much 
fear around new alternatives tak-
ing away resources from existing 
programs,” he said.

School trustees voted to con-
sider adding another alternative 
to the roster following a presen-
tation made by Pender Island 
parents Roz Kempe and Karen 
Parker. Their idea is to create an 
alternative program for grades 
4 to 8 within their elementary 

school in order to keep middle 
school students in their home 
community and to attract new-
comers to join the district.

Elements of  the proposal 
include daily hands-on nature-
based learning, an indepen-
dent study option, integrating 
learning with the wider com-
munity, Coast Salish cross-cul-
tural understanding and student 
service, as well as a blend of at 
home and at school learning.

Noting that Phoenix and SEEC 
programs have been successfully 
established on other islands, the 
presenters said, “Pender is ready 
for a full-time alternative, too.”

Trustees approved a resolu-
tion to explore the matter fur-
ther with the aim of a September 
2015 start-up.

“We recognize the interest and 
the interest is very strong, but 
there are lots of things to iron 
out,” Macdonald observed.

Trustee Rob Pingle said he 
would support the motion but 
had some concerns.

“We need to consider the 
whole school environment and 
the implications for our learning 
community,” he said.

Pender trustee Anna Herlitz 
agreed. “Hopefully it would add 
enrolment and not draw away 
from the other classes.”

Time ticking down for a beleaguered Fulford Inn
fulford Inn

PHoTo BY ELIzABETH NoLAN

Students at the Saturna Ecological Education Centre (SEEC) take part in a 
team-building exercise. The program has become a provincial model for 
successful alternatives in public education.
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Income Tax
CANADIAN & AMERICAN
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James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT

Fulford Village Office

PH: 250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
fogartyaccounting@shaw.ca

by appointment
Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.
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fIrE dISTrICT

Fire service policy debate gears up as election looms
Cost-out suggested 
for AGM

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The level and types of ser-
vices that Salt Spring Fire-Res-
cue can provide to the com-
munity promises to become 
a heated topic during the next 
few months, as some of the 
protection district’s most vocal 
critics prepare to take seats on 
the board.

Returning officer Thomas 
Moore has received five nomi-
nations for four positions on 
the seven-member board of 
trustees that will be open as 
of the April 20 annual general 
meeting. Linda Lee received 
the sole nomination for a one-
year term being left vacant 
by Ron Chamney, and will be 
elected by acclamation unless 
she withdraws or is disquali-
fied by March 20.

Chamney told the Drift-
wood he may be “too Canadi-
an for the style of politics peo-
ple are bringing to the meet-
ings” and was leaving his term 
early because the stress of 

dealing with constant adver-
sity is negatively affecting his 
health. Chamney hopes to 
continue serving the district 
through committee work.

“I’m not leaving the fire 
department, I’m leaving the 
crap people bring to the table,” 
he said.

Lee’s running mates Mitch 
Forest, Derek Hill and Norbert 
Schlenker and independent 
candidate Maxine Leichter 
will vie for three seats current-
ly held by Richard Hannah, 
Dan Lee and Bruce Patterson. 
Moore has yet to confirm the 
nominees’ eligibility.

If all candidates are con-
firmed, the election is sched-
uled to take place on Satur-
day, April 18 at the Salt Spring 
Island Public Library, with an 
advance poll on Wednesday, 
April 15.

Members of the public, 
including the slate of candi-
dates running on the premise 
of “course correction” needed 
by the board, have expressed 
frustration that trustees have 
yet to act on recommenda-
tions made in the Fire Service 
Review, which was delivered 

by Walker Resource Group 
on Feb. 2. A delegation made 
by Mark Lucich at Monday 
night’s board meeting spoke 
specifically against making an 
early move, however, when it 
came to establishing a service 
delivery level policy.

Lucich suggested a commu-
nity risk assessment and strat-
egy for dealing with those risks 
needs to be drafted. Speaking 
before the delegation, he also 
suggested the board create a 
list of different service deliv-
ery models and the attached 
costs.

Trustee Ron Chamney clari-
fied during the town hall ses-
sion there was no intention of 
setting the policy at that meet-

ing, since serious work needed 
to be done and that it would 
not be fair to the new board. 
Members of the public have 
been asked to comment on 
the district’s website. 

Chamney did warn against 
reducing service levels, 
though. He cited variables 
that make Salt Spring akin to a 
municipality, such as its pop-
ulation of 10,000 and infra-
structure like schools, seniors’ 
residences, aging commercial 
buildings and a hospital. At 
the same time, he said, the Salt 
Spring Fire Protection District 
is the largest geographical dis-
trict in the province and there 
is no opportunity of mutual 
aid.

“Those demographics 
demand certain service lev-
els,” Chamney said. “So we 
have to prepare for munici-
pal-strength response and we 
have to prepare for no mutual 
aid.”

The board voted to ask Salt 
Spring Fire Chief Tom Brem-
ner to look into the possibility 
of preparing a report on ser-
vice level options and costs in 
time for the AGM.

Some Fire Service Review 
recommendations the board 
was prepared to act on quickly 
have hit a snag in the Local 
Elections Act. Chief admin-
istrative officer Andrew Peat 
reported language in the act 
does not provide for the plan 
of making an oath of office 
and signed statements around 
confidentiality and conflict of 
interest a condition of elec-
tion, which consultant Rich-
ard Walker had recommended 
take place within 45 days.

Peat said there could be a 
way to incorporate such docu-
ments into a “good gover-
nance” bylaw, but he is seek-
ing clarification from the pro-
vincial contact. 

Peat also reported progress 
on another recommendation 
with a 45-day target, which 
is to hire a human resources 
expert to assess the district’s 
administrative needs and 
current staffing levels. Peat is 
drafting a request for propos-
als but said he needed input 
from the human resources 
committee as to the dollar 
value, scope and timeframe 
of the contract. The finance 

committee and the fire chief 
also requested to see the draft 
before it goes to the board for 
approval. 

In other fire board business, 
trustee Michael Schubart 
made a presentation about 
the fire department’s dol-
lar value to the community. 
As noted in the WRG report, 
taxed at 90 cents per $1,000 
of property value, the depart-
ment provides better-than-
average service at a slightly 
lower-than-average cost pro-
vincially.

“I would submit that’s not 
an accident,” Schubart said. 

For example, invest-
ment in training allowed the 
fire department to achieve 
accreditation in superior 
tanker shuttle service, which 
in turn has collectively saved 
islanders millions of dollars 
in insurance fees. Reducing 
training and protection levels 
will only increase homeowner 
costs, while investment in the 
system will keep it sustainable, 
Schubart suggested.

“Paying a reasonable 
amount now will save millions 
in the future,” he said.

PArKS ANd rECrEATIoN CoMMISSIoN

Long-weekend Sunday markets to return
More markets ‘makes 
sense,’ says PARC

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring‘s Parks and Rec-
reation Commission has voted 

to continue offering Sunday 
market days on long week-
ends throughout the summer 
months.

“The reality is that the Satur-
day Market is at capacity, so the 
idea is that we’d create some 
kind of overflow,” PARC man-

ager Dan Ovington told com-
missioners on Monday eve-
ning. “[Last year’s] expansion 
added a little bit more diver-
sity to the products. As well, the 
response from the community, 
visitors and the business com-
munity was positive.”

Sunday market days will 
be scheduled on the Canada 
Day, B.C. Day and Labour Day 
long weekends. Commission-
ers chose not to continue Fri-
day evening markets because 
of limited demand and mixed 
results reported by vendors.

PArKS ANd rECrEATIoN CoMMISSIoN

‘Ne’er-do-wells’ baffle Salt Spring PARC commissioners 
Cameras in parks ruled 
out for now

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Excessive drunkenness, drug 
use and public urination have 
driven residents of a Ganges 
neighbourhood to call for imme-
diate assistance to curb the ongo-
ing abuse of public facilities in the 

downtown core.
At its Monday meeting, the 

Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion discussed a legal letter, 
written on behalf of residents in 
the Grace Point housing devel-
opment, that calls for improved 
public safety and maintenance of 
a PARC path that runs alongside 
their property.

“There is a frequent smell 
of marijuana coming from the 
[Grace Point] park, it is reason-
ably suspected that drug traffick-
ing occurs at the park and that 
the park is accessed long after 
nightfall even though there is not 
enough trail lighting,” reads the 
letter, submitted by lawyer James 
Pasuta. “The owners’ concerns 
are of a person falling and either 
injuring or killing themselves, 
especially given the impaired 
state that many of the people are 
in.”

PARC manager Dan Ovington 
told commissioners the prob-
lems at Grace Point Park and 
the narrow shoreline path that 
leads to the site are nothing new. 
PARC’s use of the site dates back 

to a statutory right of way agree-
ment established when Grace 
Point was developed in the 1980s.

Recent problems include drug 
use, drinking, a resident’s report 
of someone waving hello while 
urinating in the bushes outside 
their kitchen window and an 
RCMP officer who broke an ankle 
while trying to patrol the site.

“They’re basically saying give 
[the property] back or do some-
thing about it,” Ovington told 
commissioners.

“I wanted to get this on every-
one’s radar because I think the 
more serious issue is that there 
are people in the park who are 
not using it for its intended use 
and deterring others from using 
it.”

Commissioners voted unan-
imously to have staff consider 
options to prevent further nui-
sances. 

‘Big brother’ 
unwelcome in park

Privacy concerns trumped 
surveillance in Centennial Park 
as PARC commissioners rejected 

a staff recommendation to con-
sider security cameras at the 
site.

“I’m skeptical about video 
surveillance and the tradeoff 
in terms of leaving the rest of 
us feeling like we are being vid-
eoed everywhere and that big 
brother is watching,” said Brian 
Webster, a PARC commissioner. 
“I totally understand the con-
cerns that everybody has, but 
I’m not sure that solution is the 
solution.”

The recommendation arose 
after discussions between PARC 
staff and downtown business 
owners who claim illegal activ-
ity in Centennial Park is bad for 
business.

“Some of the concerns from 
the general public . . . include: 
open liquor, marijuana use, gar-
bage, vandalism and the illegal 
sale of drugs and alcohol,” reads 
part of a staff repot presented at 
Monday’s monthly PARC meet-
ing held in the library’s program 
room.

Jon Suk, chair of the PARC 
commission,  said instal l ing 

cameras in the park would only 
be effective if money were pro-
vided to monitor the footage 
and follow up with enforcement.

“I’m not sure we have the 
resources to make that happen,” 
he said.

Peter Lake, the designated 
alternate for Salt Spring CRD 
director Wayne McIntyre, said 
i t’s  unfortunate Salt  Spring 
RCMP cannot be counted upon 
to enforce laws that prohibit 
misconduct in the park.

“The question is whether the 
police,  who are responsible 
for public order, are able to do 
anything,” he said. “We do not 
have the police force to harass 
these ne’er-do-wells.  There’s 
no enforcement and, until that 
happens, we will continue to 
have the problems.

“There needs to be conse-
quences.”

Commissioners voted to have 
PARC staff  conduct a needs 
assessment and seek propos-
als from islanders to promote 
greater use of Centennial Park 
by community groups.

“Paying a reasonable 
amount now will 
save millions in the 
future.”
 MICHAEL SCHuBART
Fire district trustee
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Capital Regional District

Water main cleaning is planned as follows: 
• Fulford system - June 21, 2011 
• Beddis system - June 23, 2011
Short periods of low pressure and discolouration of 
water can be expected.  This does not affect drinking 
water safety.  Please contact CRD at 250.360.3269 if 
you have any questions.
The CRD can accept no responsibility for damage arising 
out of the use of discoloured water.

Notice of
Annual Water Main Cleaning 
Salt Spring Island:  
Fulford and Beddis

Notice of
Annual Water Main Cleaning
Salt Spring Island:
Fulford and Beddis
Water main cleaning is planned as follows:
• Cedar Lane system - March 23 + 25, 2015
• Fulford system - April 7, 2015
• Beddis system - April 9, 2015

Short periods of low pressure and discolouration of water can 
be expected. This does not affect drinkingwater safety. Please 
contact CRD at 250.537.9902 if you have any questions.

The CRD can accept no responsibility for damage arising
out of the use of discoloured water.

Islands trust

Trust Council passes $7.25-million budget for 2015-16
Salt Spring ratepayers get 
modest tax hike

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Stronger ties with First Nations across 
the Islands Trust’s jurisdiction emerged 
as a major theme at Trust Council’s 
three-day quarterly meeting on Gab-
riola Island last week.

Elected officials from the Trust’s 13 
Local Trust Areas pledged to back their 
talk of greater understanding, open 
dialogue and broader consultation by 
creating a $50,000 fund to improve rela-
tions with the 31 First Nations who live 
within Trust territory.

George Grams, a Salt Spring Local 
Trust Committee member, said the 
move comes in response to many letters 
of support from residents who want to 
see a better relationship between First 
Nations and local governments.

The fund is an alternative to creating 
an $80,000 per year senior aboriginal 
advisor staff position, which was up for 
consideration.

“Several trustees expressed a need 
to cap the Trust budget and to restrict 
further growth in staffing numbers, now 
35 per cent greater than in 2007,” Grams 
said. “In recognition of those circum-
stances, the Financial Planning Com-
mittee recommended that a sum of 
$50,000 be allocated for work on build-
ing First Nations relations. 

“This is considerably less than would 
be required for a full-time staff mem-

ber, but allows the Trust to investigate 
the best means of scoping out how to 
improve First Nations relations but does 
not further inflate employee numbers.”

Other than “relationship building,” 
the FPC didn’t specify how the fund 
will be spent. Options include using 
the money to pay part-time staff or hire 
a First Nations consultant on an as-
needed basis.

The Trust’s annual budget increased to 
$7.25 million for the 2015-16 fiscal year, 
up from $7.12 million the previous year. 
Regardless of the increase, ratepayers 
in most Gulf Islands will not see a cor-
responding tax hike. 

“I was pleased to play a part in keep-
ing budgeted expenses to the same as 
those of last year,” said Peter Grove, a Salt 
Spring trustee and FPC chair. “Consider-
ing the Trust’s broad mandate, and the 
role it plays on behalf of the province 
and to all of us within the Trust area, I 
think we are getting our money’s worth.”

Only on Salt Spring, where a spe-
cial tax requisition will provide the 
Salt Spring Island Watershed Protec-
tion Authority $119,500 in funding for 
the coming year, will ratepayers see an 
increase. The requisition is up slightly 

from the $110,000 provided to SSIWPA 
last year.

“The special tax requisition will collect 
approximately $3.62 for every $100,000 
in assessed property value,” wrote Ste-
fan Cermak, a planner at the Trust’s Salt 
Spring office, in an email. “This means 
that a property assessed at $450,000 will 
pay about $16.29 annually in Islands 
Trust property taxes [for SSIWPA].”

This year’s budget includes provisions 
for a one per cent wage increase for Trust 
staff and trustees. These are in accord 
with staff ’s BCGEU collective agree-
ment, the Trust’s trustee remuneration 
policy and projected inflation rates.

Grams said some trustees spoke of the 
need to examine if and how some of the 
jobs at Trust headquarters in Victoria 
could be relocated to the islands. 

“Of the 53 staff currently employed by 
the Trust, 18 are located on the islands, 
with the remaining 35 based in Victoria,” 
Grams said. “Repatriating some of those 
jobs to the islands would help address 
that perceived injustice and allow a 
greater percentage of our tax dollars to 
find its way into our own communities 
rather than into the economy of Greater 
Victoria.”

Provincial government funding, which 
accounted for less than two per cent of 
the Trust’s 2014-15 revenue, will increase 
from $119,122 to $180,000. The govern-
ment’s contribution for the coming year 
brings the provincial government’s share 
to 2.5 per cent of the Trust’s revenue.

Provincial funding has long been a 
source of contention between trustees 

Water plant process outlined

Island Health has ordered NSSWD to 
upgrade its outdated water treatment 
plant near the end of Tripp Road to meet 
provincial water quality guidelines. The 
district has until January 2016 to meet the 
deadline, Heinekey told the crowd.

Nobody at NSSWD could say with cer-
tainty what will happen if next week’s 
third effort to obtain ratepayer approval 
is turned down, but panelists suggested 
Island Health could elect to force the dis-
trict into compliance.

“In the face of three failed referendums 
and the fact that the province has man-
dated that this goes through, it’s unlikely 
that they’re going to put up with the no-
vote over and over again,” Stepaniuk said. 
“They’re not going to put up with us not 
meeting their official legislation.”

Backers of NSSWD’s treatment plant 
proposal have fielded a steady flow of 
ratepayer concerns for more than a year. 
Most of the facility’s detractors claim the 
plant is overbuilt and too expensive. Some 
participants at Thursday’s event ques-
tioned why the NSSWD board chose an 
engineering firm to design the plant with-
out undertaking a formal bidding process.

“We chose the more traditional way of 
going design, bid and build. It’s prudent 
on our part, it’s a way of controlling our 
costs and making sure the project runs on 
time,” Heinekey said, adding that provin-
cial legislation does not require improve-
ment districts like NSSWD to use a formal 
bidding process at the design stage.

Heinekey refuted insinuations raised by 
Scott Simmons that anyone affiliated with 
NSSWD has connections with Kerr Wood 
Leidal, the engineering firm hired to com-
plete the detailed design plan. 

“I can guarantee there is nobody con-
nected with this company whatsoever,” 
he added.

He said the proposed plant has been 
designed specifically for the Tripp Road 
site, taking into account topography and 
access. Though opponents have suggested 
construction of a cheaper, steel-framed, 
slab-on-grade facility, board members 
and staff said the model isn’t appropriate 
for the location.

Some project detractors have asked the 
NSSWD board to answer a set of ques-
tions published on page 7 of this week’s 
Driftwood. 

Paul Marcano, a concerned ratepayer 
who lives in the Vesuvius area, suggested 
trustees offer ratepayers an option to pay 
off their share of the borrowed funds in a 
single installment to avoid paying interest 
over the next 20 or 25 years.

Heinekey said he likes the idea but can-
not provide specific numbers about cost 
since the project’s final costs have yet to 
be determined. Ensuring all ratepayers are 
treated fairly is a top priority, he added.

Although NSSWD wants to borrow up 
to $8.4 million, the sum includes a 10 per 
cent contingency fee and is subject to 
further change as the project progresses. 
Participants were told additional savings 
may result from a donation campaign.

Borrowing for the water treatment 
plant is anticipated to cost ratepayers 
between $250 and $290 in annual parcel 
tax fees.

Voting day is Saturday, March 28. 
Advance polls will be available to the 
district’s estimated 2,550 ratepayers on 
Wednesdays, March 18 and March 25. All 
voting takes place at Community Gospel 
Chapel between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.

Video footage of Thursday’s open house 
is available at gulfislandsdriftwood.com.

nsswd  
continued from 1

and provincial government officials. Government 
funding has decreased sharply since the province cre-
ated the Islands Trust in 1974. During the past 20 years 
alone, the province’s annual grant has decreased from 
16 per cent of Trust revenue to a mere 1.6 per cent last 
year, according to Bruce McConchie, a trustee from 
South Pender Island.

McConchie argued that the province, having estab-
lished the Islands Trust’s preserve and protect mandate 
to benefit all British Columbia, should be required to 
follow through with funding to enable the Trust to carry 
out that mission.

Wendy Scholefield, a South Pender Island trustee, 
was the lone no vote among trustees who voted on 
the 2015-16 budget Wednesday afternoon. She was 
unavailable for an interview before the Driftwood’s 
Tuesday afternoon deadline.

“I think we are getting our 
money’s worth.” 
PETER GROVE 
SSI Local Trust 
Committee member
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Park in a 
pickle

MP states reasons to fi ght Bill C-51
The reaction to Bill C-51 has been widespread and the opposi-

tion is growing. While its short title is the “Anti-Terrorism Act,” it is 
both more and less than that.

It is less than “anti-terrorism” because it is likely to make us 
less safe. The act gives new powers to CSIS to act in Canada and 
overseas to “reduce threats,” with virtually no limits. CSIS is spe-
cifi cally not allowed to cause death or bodily harm or “violate the 
sexual integrity” of anyone. 

The range of potential activities — from break and enter, search 
and seizure, infi ltration, monkey-wrenching — include powers 
to offer witnesses immunity from prosecution or 
from ever having to testify. There is no requirement 
that CSIS tell the RCMP what it is up to, and it is the 
RCMP that has been successfully countering plots 
and arresting suspects. Just imagine when the RCMP 
fi nds key witnesses have a “get out of jail free” card 
from CSIS. That and other sections run a high degree 
of probability of gumming up the works. 

Security experts, especially those with experience 
in the Air India inquiry, remind us that it is critical that 
security agencies not develop silos. C-51 takes a sys-
tem that is currently working quite well and threatens 
to turn it into a three-ring circus, without benefi t of a 
ring-master.

It is also less than Canadians would expect as there is nothing 
in C-51 to work against radicalization. No outreach efforts, noth-
ing for the prison system or the schools as the UK government 
established in its new law passed in December 2014.

It is more than anti-terrorism as the range of activities covered 
by a new and sweeping defi nition of “threats to the security of 

Canada” in the information-sharing section of the bill cover far 
more than terrorism. It could plausibly cover just about anything, 
and certainly would cover those opposing pipelines and tankers.

It is actually fi ve bills rolled into one. Each part contains pro-
visions I can only describe as dangerous. For example, “Part 5, 
amendments to the Immigration and Refugee Act,” appears to 
allow the use of evidence obtained by torture. Part 3, ostensibly 
about getting terrorist propaganda off the internet, uses a set of 
new concepts that would criminalize private conversations — 
and not just about terrorism. 

The propaganda section does not require 
knowing you are spreading propaganda, and 
“terrorist propaganda” itself has a defi nition so 
broad as to include a visual representation (a Che 
Guevera poster?) promoting a new concept called 
“terrorism in general.” Experts are now referring 
to this as “thought chill.”   

As the fi rst MP to oppose C-51, I now have a 
lot of company: four former prime ministers, six 
former Supreme Court justices, over 100 legal 
experts, Conrad Black, Rex Murphy, Tom Mulcair 
and the NDP, the editorial positions of the Globe 
and Mail, National Post and Toronto Star. The 
Assembly of First Nations has called for it to be 

withdrawn. I hope you agree as well.  
For more information, visit my non-partisan website elizab-

ethmaymp.ca.

The writer is Saanich-Gulf Islands MP and leader of the Green 
Party of Canada. 

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Elizabeth May

Just imagine 
when the RCMP 
� nds key 
witnesses have 
a “get out of jail 
free” card from 
CSIS. 
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A
nyone who’s spent any 
time at all in Centen-
nial Park has at least 
one favourite anecdote 

about getting chased by a cloud 
of thick marijuana smoke or 
observing the avant-garde of 
itinerant backwoods fashionis-
tas.

Most of these stories can add an infusion of Salt 
Spring colour to any social gathering, but their 
increasing regularity points to a distressing trend 
and a perplexing island problem.

Salt Spring’s Parks and Recreation Commission 
has met a surge in complaints from islanders who 
feel the public drinking, drug use, and lewd or 
obnoxious behaviour has gone too far.

They hear from 
islanders who are afraid 
to enjoy the park with 
their children, from 
people who must double 
check to ensure their car 
doors are locked, from 
visitors who leave with a 
distorted perception of 

the island, and from business owners who say the 
lawbreakers are hurting their bottom line.

Head down to Centennial Park on any given 
sunny afternoon, however, and you’re equally likely 
to encounter a great place to kick back with lunch 
al fresco or stick the kids on the newly refurbished 
rocking horse.

Sadly, it’s harder to purge the image of a man uri-
nating in the bushes than it is to recall a spring after-
noon spent lounging on the park’s emerald lawn.

A stronger RCMP presence is needed, surveil-
lance cameras and improved lighting may provide 
slight improvements, but none of these will solve the 
problem so long as people stay away from the park.

The more people use the park, the more Centen-
nial’s undesirable element fades into the back-
ground. As one PARC commissioner noted Monday, 
many of these folks are merely part of the fl avour 
when Saturday Market crowds or other events roll 
into town.

We suggest islanders take a moment this spring to 
stop and enjoy our shoreline gem, rather than run 
away in fear.

Bring a book. Pack a lunch. Toss a Frisbee. Chanc-
es are you’ll have a great time.
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Charlotte Priest
I’m not in favour of it. I feel 
like it’s a dangerous road that 
leads to a slippery slope.

Christina Chua
Absolutely not. It really takes 
away our freedoms and pri-
vacy like the Patriot Act has 
in the United States.

Kevin Bell
If it puts bad people away, 
I’m in favour of it.

anni KnooP
I think it’s way too inclusive. 
I would like to see it not be so 
broad and general. 

ron PuhKy
I think it goes too far. What we 
have already is catching ter-
rorists, and sections of the new 
bill could violate the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms.

salt sPring 
says
We asked: Do you 
support proposed 
anti-terrorism Bill 
C-51?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By WAyNE LEE, JOHN MACPHERSON AND 
ERIC BOOTH

The following questions were submitted 
to the North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
board on March 17 with a request for written 
answers to be published in the Driftwood 
prior to the referendum on March 28.  

At an $8.4 million borrowing cost, the pro-
posed water treatment plant is the most expen-
sive infrastructure project ever undertaken on 
the island. Ratepayers are concerned whether 
their interests are properly represented.
1. Omission of Acceptable Procurement 

Process
A $640,000 contract for design of a new 

plant was awarded without bid. The board’s 
explanation is that improvement districts are 
allowed to do business without tender.

Other branches of government are obliged 
to tender contracts at a low threshold, e.g. 
the Islands Trust tenders for any amount over 
$25,000. Municipalities are likewise bound 
by low thresholds, as is the CRD. Tendering 
ensures transparency and accountability, as 
well as protection of taxpayer financial inter-
ests. Ratepayers argue that NSSWD has failed 
its fiduciary duty.
Questions are:
a.  Why do board members of NSSWD hold 

themselves to the barest legal minimum 
instead of matching the standards required 
of every other branch of government?

b.  Why didn’t the board (either with or without 
suitable assistance) prepare a “request for 
proposals” for an appropriate scope of work 
for this water system upgrade program?

c.  Why didn’t the board ask a num-
ber of qualified professional engi-
neering firms to submit proposals 
for this project . . . to ensure that a 
competitive bidding process was in place to 
protect the interests of the NSSWD ratepay-
ers?

d.  On what specific basis was Kerr Wood Leidal 
selected as the only “qualified” engineering 
firm to complete this assignment?  

e.  How can ratepayers be assured that the 
board has selected the most cost-effective 
design, when the board has deliberately 
chosen not to put the job out for tender?

f.  Will the NSSWD categorically state that 
neither personal relationships nor finan-
cial interests previously or currently exist 
between any NSSWD board member and 
Kerr Wood Leidal related to this project?

g.  Is a current NSSWD trustee registered to 
practice as a professional engineer with the 
Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of B.C.?

h. Does the board intend to pursue the same 
course for the next new treatment plant for 
Lake Maxwell, namely to award a signifi-
cant no-bid contract to a firm they “like?”

2. Related Preliminary Engineering Studies
Before beginning the final design stages for 

a new community water treatment plant, a 
number of inter-related water system techni-
cal issues would inevitably be reviewed.

These pre-design studies would focus on 
existing and future water system compo-
nents such as the distribution network, res-

ervoir volumes and locations, 
and pumping stations, in addi-
tion to water supply or treat-
ment options and community 

growth patterns. Such analysis ensures that 
the community water system, as a whole, will 
function efficiently and economically, and 
will adequately accommodate future water 
supply requirements for the service area. 
Question:  
a. What preliminary engineering studies, 

addressing relevant water system issues 
such as service area growth and population 
projections, water treatment process alter-
natives, system operational constraints 
or advantages, environmental impacts or 
other project specific technical issues were 
completed prior to commencing the final 
design of the proposed DAF plant ? 

3. Water Treatment Plant Location
Water treatment is only one component of 

a community water supply system. The water 
source, a piped distribution network, usually 
pumping stations, and reservoir storage are 
also essential facilities. These system compo-
nents are generally arranged geographically 
to function together efficiently, and to ensure 
economical operational and maintenance 
costs.
Question:  
a. Was a study completed by the NSSWD to 

evaluate alternate treatment plant loca-
tions, their specific site advantages or con-
straints, and the technical implications for 
their related water system components?

4. Reservoir Storage
Virtually all community water systems 

require reservoir storage. System demand 
fluctuations, emergency protection require-
ments and intermittent supply conditions 
are generally all considered in the estima-
tion of the required system reservoir vol-
umes.
Questions:
a. Has the NSSWD evaluated the cost-ben-

efit relationships between additional res-
ervoir storage volumes and potable water 
treatment requirements?

b. Has the NSSWD considered additional 
reservoir capacity within the Maxwell 
Lake supply system, given the source 
water quality advantages of the Maxwell 
Lake watershed and the hydraulic advan-
tage of the existing Maxwell supply main?

5. Voting Rights
Questions:
a. Are owners within Brinkworthy, Cotton-

wood, Kingfisher and any other strata or 
co-op development served by NSSWD 
considered to be voting ratepayers?

b. If the owners above are not eligible vot-
ers then why have they been disenfran-
chised when the fact is they will pay their 
pro rata share for the new plants?

Wayne Lee is a past NSSWD trustee, 
John Macpherson chaired the 2013 
Governance Study Committee and Eric 
Booth is a past Islands Trust trustee for 
Salt Spring Island.

Ratepayers still have questions about plant 

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “i like to build buildings, not take them 
down, but it’s the only thing we have left.” 

ROBERT GUTIERREZ, CRD SR. BUILDING INSPECTOR, ON FULFORD INN

Island friends 
appreciated

I have been fortunate to live 
on Salt Spring for almost 50 
years now. This has given me 
opportunities to know and 
love some great people. 

This past week’s Driftwood 
got me thinking about some 
recent losses, but particularly 
about reasons to rejoice in 
these lives.

I was privileged to serve as 
the first coordinator for our 
Community Restorative Jus-
tice Program. This gave me 
the wonderful opportunity to 
come to know Roy Lamont. 
He served as a volunteer 
and proved to be a kind and 
resourceful mentor for main-

ly young people working to 
make things right after foolish 
mistakes. I will always appre-
ciate well how he worked with 
them, how he listened and 
cared. 

Don Stevens is a man 
I’ve known for a great many 
years.  Don had a generous 
heart and a clear, ethical and 
observant mind. I will miss 
his kind smile and his helpful-
ness in a variety of times and 
places.

Another man who will 
be sorely missed and much 
appreciated is Alex Mitch-
ell. Every time I spent a few 
minutes with him I felt 
enriched. We had a large-
ly shared philosophy and 
enjoyed engaging in discus-
sions about this.

One of the compensations 
of growing older is a deep-
ening appreciation for the 
friends and acquaintances 
who have touched me and 
an increasing understanding 
of their contributions to the 
human experience.
IRENE WRIgHT,
M e a d o w b r o o k

Others work 
hard too

I too am delighted our MP 
is “taking the government to 
task” over dismantling pro-
tection of the environment 
(Brian Smallshaw’s “Attack on 
democracy” letter, March 11).

However, Mr. Smallshaw 
seems to be ignorant of the 
work of many other MPs on 

these issues. 
Is he aware of the bills intro-

duced by Randall Garrison 
and Megan Leslie? Consider 
the passion of Stephane Dion, 
who lost his job by making the 
environment his priority. 

Where Ms. May succeeds 
above all others is in telling 
us how hard-working and 
important she is, over and 
over and over. 
PAT O’NEILL,
H o w e l l  l a n e

Grateful 
A tip of my hat to Robin 

Williams (“No democracy cri-
sis here,” March 4 letter). He 
is responsible for prodding 
Elizabeth May to allow a bit 
of her light to shine out from 
under the bushel (March 11 In 

Response piece). Otherwise I 
would not have known 98 per 
cent of her accomplishments.  

We Salt Springers and all 
Canadians are very, very lucky 
that she is a member of Parlia-
ment.
ROBERT BATEMAN,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Petition 
You all have read in last 

week’s  Driftwood that 
Thrifty’s declined putting in 
an escalator in their store 
to give access to the upper 
level, but I would now like to 
push for a stairway. 

We feel that Thrifty’s 
owes it to its customers as 
they spent millions of dol-
lars on other stores while 
Salt Spring has not had any 

updating in the store.
Now that they are going 

to have two levels, with 
the liquor store, natural 
products and bulk prod-
ucts on the second level, it 
causes many customers to 
do their shopping at Coun-
try Grocer as they have the 
convenience of the gro-
cery store and liquor store 
in close proximity without 
going around the building to 
try to park. 

I urge everybody to email 
me in favour of my petition 
at van_oeveren@telus.net.  

Thanks.
ANN vAN OEvEREN, 
S a l t  S p r i n g 

InDEPTH

MORE LETTERS  continued on 8
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Celebrating youthful talent to achieve a healthy future
by JAN SLAKOV

In the midst of so much being 
lost and predictions probably 
none of us can quite fathom, there 
is reason to celebrate: talented, 
caring young people, along with 
many who aren’t so young, are 
stepping up to “defend our coast.”

Actually, this struggle is about 
much more than that; it’s part 
of a wider effort to learn to live 
in ways that nurture life, that 
allow humans to flourish with-
out destroying the Earth and each 
other.

Saturday, March 28 will bring 
some of our best reasons to 
celebrate together here on Salt 
Spring. We’re blessed to have 
Beyond Boarding members here, 
who continue to support people 
living in deep connection with 
the land, working to prevent des-
ecration of beautiful, life-giving 
wild places. Some of that energy 
comes through in the music of 

The Barefoot Thieves band, who 
will be performing along with the 
Gaia Soul Sistahs and Luke Wal-
lace from Vancouver. From all 
accounts, Luke has a real gift for 
inspiring people to get involved. 

So many of us move through 
life more or less oblivious to the 
fact that we are bankrupting our 
future, acting as if natural resourc-
es were meant to be liquidated as 
quickly as possible. These musi-
cians remind us that “another 
world is possible.”

Luke’s film, One Big Coast, has 
been showing in theatres from 
UBC to Montreal and now here 
too. Another short film, from 
Turning the Tide — People’s Pad-
dle for the Salish Sea, is also part 
of the line-up. 

For Victoria-based doctoral stu-
dent David Monk, it’s important 
to start from a place of respect and 
inclusiveness. For millennia, local 
First Nations lived here, creating a 

thriving culture that was intimate-
ly linked to the natural world. This 
is why, when the Turning the Tide 
campaign began, David and oth-
ers “started by talking with the 
local Songhees First Nation, with 
Chief Ron Sam indicating his sup-
port.

“[They also spoke] with mem-
bers of the WASÁNEC Nation and 
are reaching out to the other envi-
ronmental, outdoor recreation 
and social justice groups active in 
B.C. to unite and grow the move-
ment to protect our coast.” 

They invite others to join 
them in this campaign: “There 
is no greater threat to our beau-
tiful and productive coastal 
ecosystems than a potential oil 
spill or the ongoing processes 
of climate change and ocean 
acidification associated with 
increased atmospheric  car-
bon dioxide. This venture is 
an important educational and 

solidarity event in the grow-
ing movement to protect our 
coast. How far will you go?” 

Remember, people can join in 
via many different ways: pad-
dling, welcoming the paddlers, 
swimming, signing petitions, 
writing letters, coming out to 
events like this one, which is 
sponsored by our local Save the 
Salish Sea group.

S o m e  re a d e r s  m a y  h a v e 
heard of or even met 18-year-
old Valeen Jules, who recently 
participated in a panel on CBC 
radio’s The Current segment on 
youth activism. She is known 
as the courageous person who 

kept a sacred fire going through 
the night on Burnaby Mountain 
as people gathered to resist the 
NEB-Kinder Morgan incursions 
into a conservation area near 
Simon Fraser University. It is an 
honour to bring this “old soul” 
with her drumming and song to 
open our event.

If you’re looking for reasons to 
feel hopeful and inspired, this 
“Turning the Tide and One Big 
Coast” event is not to be missed. 
The potluck starts at 5 p.m. at 
Lions Hall, followed by films, 
speakers and music. Door dona-
tions will help pay for expenses 
and go to support the musi-
cians. The evening continues 
until 10 p.m., so even if you can’t 
make it for the potluck, there 
may be time to join in later on.

 
The writer is involved with Con-

science Canada and other activist 
groups.

Dr Richard Hayden Island Dental Centre

Keep
Smiling...

THOUGHTS & NEWS
from Dr. Richard Hayden

Our Services:
• Laser treatment for gum disease
• Alignment of crooked teeth
• Emergencies and pain relief
• Invisalign...invisible braces
• Surgical implants for rock solid teeth
• Dentures • Cosmetic dentistry
• Conscious sedation

“Is it too late for me?”

“I hate my crooked teeth! My parents couldn’t 
afford to straighten them and then I had to deal 
with my own kids. Is it still possible for me to have 
straight teeth?”

As a dentist, I hear this type of comment quite 
often. And yes, of course it is possible!

Straight teeth function better. Straight teeth are 
easier to clean and reduce gum disease. Straight 
teeth look better.

As adults tooth straightening can often be done in 
six months and can vary in style from brackets to 
Invisalign.

Talk to your dentist and tell them, “It’s time for 
ME!”

We have a smile for you!
199 Saltspring Way, Saltspring Island, V8K 2G2
250 537 1400 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.haydendentistry.com

Rants and Roses
Roses

The Salt Spring Film Festival Society thanks the hun-
dreds of islanders who attended the festival. You were 
wonderful audiences. Your enthusiasm for the films you 
liked was infectious. Thank you, too, for all your great 
feedback. A huge debt of gratitude is owed the army of 
volunteers who worked tirelessly and with such good 
cheer throughout the weekend. This event simply could 
not happen without their work. A special thank-you for 
their superb management and administration of the  
event goes to our talented staff, James Cowan and Jane 
Aitken. Thanks are also due the visiting filmmakers, both 
near and far, who were so engaging and keen to partici-
pate. Finally, we wish to express our deepest apprecia-
tion to Country Grocer for so generously taking on the 
role of presenting festival sponsor, and to the Salt Spring 
Coffee Company for sponsoring the Gala Night, as well 
as to the 62 other businesses, organizations and media 
supporters who contributed so much to the success of 
this year’s event. We are indeed fortunate to live in such a 
big-hearted and film-loving community. PL

Sweeping branches of cherry blossoms to West of 
the Moon and Persnickety Clothing for Kids. Thank 
you for providing gift certificates for Salt Spring 
Elementary students who completed the Reading 
Blitz Challenge. These students gave up screen time 
(TV, computer games etc.) and read for half an hour 
every day for the month of February. You are helping 
us help our students to develop self-discipline and 
grow a love of reading. It does take a village to raise 
a child!

Sending a bouquet of roses to Jane, Pat, Terri and 
Sarah of Eagleridge Clinic. Your caring and smiles are 
really appreciated. Thanks a “bunch.” Mairi Gosnell

A big thank you to the paramedics who responded 
so quickly when I fell outside the Thrift Shop on Feb. 
19, and to the shop volunteers who made me as 
comfortable as possible, and also to all the people 
who sent me birthday and get well cards while I was 
in the hospital. I really appreciate you all. Vivian 
Dawson

Beavers impact 
water quality 

Bertie the beaver is a cute little 
fellow as a national emblem but 
can be a disaster for water qual-
ity in small lakes. Gulf Islands lake 
sizes are small to tiny on a national 
scale. The beavers are clean ani-
mals and do not defecate in their 
lodge or den. They defecate in the 
lake. Their septic field system is 
the lake. 

A large beaver will eliminate an 
amount similar to a person on a 
daily basis. I would estimate the 
number of beavers now residing 
in Gulf Islands lakes, ponds and 
creeks are in the hundreds. 

There was a rule in the old days: 
never ever locate your freshwater 
intake below a beaver source. The 
beaver can carry the parasite giar-
dia lamblia, which causes diar-
rhea. They can also cause severe 
flooding problems. 

Prior to the arrival of the bea-
vers, water quality in Salt Spring 

lakes was generally very good. The 
results were even posted in the 
Driftwood on a weekly basis dur-
ing the summer. 

The beaver reacts to the sound 
of running water with fury and 
determination. It must be stopped 
and plugged. Hence, lakes which 
would normally be free flowing 
and cleansing can become very 
placid and stagnating. This can 
result in a fertile breeding ground 
for algae, etc. This is currently evi-
dent in many Salt Spring lakes. 
Where water retention is required 
for any public use it should be 
with manmade structures, which 
can be free flowing during the fall 
and winter to allow for healthy 
lake flushing. 

The old-timers had it right. 
There are some animals, such as 
cougars, bears or beavers, that are 
not compatible in environments 
such as Salt Spring Island, so they 
were removed. 

The moral to my viewpoint is 
to improve lake water quality by 
removing the beavers. 
HANK DOERKSEN, 
V a n C o u V e r
 ( f o r m e r l y  o f  S a l t  S p r i n g ) 

Outstanding
response

The team at the Harbour House 
Hotel would like to express our sin-
cere thanks to all the first responders 
who came to our aid on Thursday, 
Feb. 26.

In repeated shows of courage, 
while we were running out of the 
building, these brave men and 
women were running in!  The fast, 
efficient and professional response 
of the fire department, hazmat team 
and ambulance crews was outstand-
ing! With their assistance, we averted 
what could have been a major cri-
sis that resulted from a contractor 
mixing two substances without our 
knowledge or authorization. 

We would also like to extend our 
gratitude to the staff of Lady Minto 
Hospital for their professional 
response. While no one plans on 
requiring this type of support, it is 
amazing that — on an island of this 
size — we have this calibre of first 
responders and health care profes-
sionals.
REbEKAH WyMENGA,
H a r b o u r  H o u S e  H o t e l

MOrE lEttErs 
continued from 7

These musicians remind 
us that “another world 
is possible.” 
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BC Assessment causes unnecessary waste of time
We all know that any kind of 

service, whether private or public, 
doesn’t work as well as it used to in 
the good old days. 

Whether it’s incompetence at the 
top or the bottom of any organiza-
tion, or not enough people being 
paid to do a proper job, or the fal-
libility of online processes that lead 
to screw-ups, it’s difficult to embark 
on anything these days with any 
confidence that it will work prop-
erly. 

That was driven home ferocious-
ly to me recently when it came to 
dealing with BC Assessment. Here’s 
my little tale of woe in point form:

• 2015 Notice of Assessment sees 
our residential value pegged at 10 
per cent higher than last year.

• Following BC Assessment’s 
advice I use the spiffy online “e-val-
ue” tool to see how that compares to 
others in my neighbourhood, dis-
covering that the average increase 
is more like 2.6 per cent. 

• On Jan. 24, we fill out the online 
query form to ask why that’s the 
case. A response is promised within 
two business days.

• On Jan. 28, we receive the fol-
lowing response from senior 
appraiser Fernando Santella. “Prop-
erties, from year to year, might not 
move all in the same direction. This 
is the result of re-assessment work 
performed during each year and 
the analysis of sales that occurred 
in Salt Spring Island each year. I 
am not sure if this is a satisfacto-

ry answer to your question.” Not 
exactly satisfactory, no. 

• We try to get something more 
specific, to no avail. Santella urges 
us to phone him to discuss this fur-
ther. My husband leaves a message. 
It’s never returned. We try one more 
email query and get no response. 

• We don’t want to file an offi-
cial appeal. We just want a specific-
to-our-property answer from a BC 
Assessment employee about why 
our value has gone up 10 per cent. 
But it seems that accessing the 
whites of the eyeballs of someone 
in a formal hearing room might be 
the only way to get the answer, so 
we file the appeal. 

• We receive a form letter email 
from appraiser Miko Ross and an 
attachment that contains details 
about three supposedly compa-
rable properties that sold in recent 
times that BC Assessment alleges 
forms the basis for our value. Only 
one, on Dukes Road, seems to bol-
ster his cause. I am left with the 
disturbing thought that this sole 
property sale caused a 10 per cent 
increase in our property value. 

• I suddenly wonder if larger acre-
ages in other parts of the island had 
seen similar increases, and spend 
a good chunk of spare time I don’t 
have jumping around that e-value 
site to determine that =was in fact 
the case. 

• But it isn’t until Feb. 26 when I 
mention my observation to a BC 
Assessment person sent to our 

property to prove their case that 
I get a hint about what happened 
in the valuation of larger acreag-
es. She says something called the 
“land curve project” was undertak-
en province-wide, with the result-
ing increases applied en masse to 
places like Salt Spring Island. She 
was surprised that had never been 
mentioned to us.

• I immediately respond to Miko 
Ross’ email asking why that wasn’t 
raised at any point in the process. 
Of course I don’t get a response. He 
is no doubt a tad busy by that point.

• When I show up for the appoint-
ed hearing time at the Harbour 
House, I am at least able to address 
this with Ross and get what I accept 
as a logical explanation. 

When I asked deputy asses-
sor Gerry Marolla last week why 
advance notice of the large-acreage 
mass reassessment was not provid-
ed in a case like ours, he said it was 
BC Assessment practice “to pro-
vide early notification to property 
owners who will experience signifi-
cantly greater assessment increases 
than the average increase.” In fact, 

such letters were sent to 452 Gulf 
Islands residents, including some 
waterfront property owners on the 
north-west side of Salt Spring who 
saw their values jump by at least 
$200,000 and usually more.

Among those was Dogwood 
Lane property owner Gil Mouat, 
whose property’s assessed value 
went from $1,888,000 to $2,309,000. 
The crazy thing there is that the 
property was listed for sale for 
nine months at the lower assessed 
value but did not sell. The market 
clearly did not value the property at 
$421,000 more.

Tom and Yvonne Toynbee of 
Arbutus Road were also in a simi-
lar category, with the value leaping 
from $1,548,000 to $1,827,000.

“It’s absolutely stunning what 
these [BC Assessment] people have 
done,” Tom Toynbee said to me. 
“They have screwed up in a very 
major way.”

The Toynbees negotiated a 
$205,000 drop and Mouat’s was 
completely reversed. 

Marolla said values for 10 north 
Salt Spring waterfront property 
owners were reduced without going 
to hearing.

The total number of complaints 
heard by the Property Assessment 
Review Panel on Salt Spring was 
124. 

I’d like to see the raw numbers 
that supposedly justified the ini-
tially increased land values, but 
until then I’ll simply marvel at the 

amount of time wasted and stress 
produced locally by BC Assessment 
this year.

I would hope that BC Assess-
ment’s powers-that-be might ana-
lyze the mess they created and do 
things differently in future. 

For my case, I can only assume 
that because the overall tax impact 
on a property like mine in the 
$400,000 range should not be earth-
shattering that BC Assessment 
didn’t think it worth having a strat-
egy to communicate its increases in 
a coherent way.

It’s another example of how the 
disconnect between those with 
means who make decisions — and 
the rest of us who are impacted by 
those decisions — just keeps get-
ting wider. 

Interestingly, I saw evidence of 
that while watching a different case 
unfold at the review panel. A casual 
conversation between a proper-
ty owner and the appraiser noted 
how a certain service cost $150. The 
appraiser commented how that 
was “nothing,” meaning an afford-
able amount.  

When $150 per year means 
“nothing” to a decision maker, 
whether it’s an appraiser or a politi-
cian or a local government admin-
istrator — it shows why they might 
be unable to grasp how it can pos-
sibly cause hardship or be irritating 
to the peons who have to pay.

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Your Vote Matters 
The  North  Salt  Spring  Waterworks  District  Board  of  Trustees  would  like  to  encourage  all  
our  ratepayers/landowners  to  come  out  to  vote  regarding  Borrowing  Bylaw  264  at  either  
our  Advance  Polls  

Wednesday,  March  18th  and  25th  at  the  Community  Gospel  Chapel,  Fireside  Room  

147  Vesuvius  Bay  Road  from  8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  

or  on  Referendum  Day    

Saturday,  March  28th  at  the  Community  Gospel  Chapel,  Fireside  Room  

147  Vesuvius  Bay  Road  from  8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  

Borrowing  Bylaw  264  deals  with  authorizing  the  borrowing  up  to  a  maximum  of  $8.4  
million  for  the  construcUon,  commissioning  and  any  needed  infrastructure  upgrades  for  
the  new  St.  Mary  DAF  plant.  

Please  note:    We  do  not  expect  to  borrow  the  full  amount,  but,  by  law,  must  ask  for  
it.  Cost  savings  realized  through  the  bidding  process,  the  use  of  reserve  funds,  plus  
a  successful  donor  campaign  will  keep  the  amount  that  is  borrowed  to  a  minimum  
and  result  in  the  lowest  possible  surcharge.  

To  view  a  copy  of  Borrowing  Bylaw  264  or  for  more  informaUon  about  the  project  please  
visit  the  St.  Mary  DAF  Plant  secUon  of  our  website,  come  by  the  office  to  view  the  plans  
and  ask  quesUons,  or  call  us  at  the  number  below.  

 
 

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca      (250)  537-‐9902

Your Vote Matters
The North Salt Spring Waterworks District Board of Trustees would like to 
encourage all our ratepayers/landowners to come out to vote regarding 
Borrowing Bylaw 264 at either our Advance Polls

Wednesday, March 18th and 25th at the 
Community Gospel Chapel, Fireside Room

147 Vesuvius Bay Road from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

or on Referendum Day 

Saturday, March 28th at the Community Gospel Chapel, Fireside Room
147 Vesuvius Bay Road from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Borrowing Bylaw 264 deals with authorizing the borrowing up to a maximum of 
$8.4 million for the construction, commissioning and any needed infrastructure 
upgrades for the new St. Mary DAF plant.

Please note:  We do not expect to borrow the full amount, but, by law, must 
ask for it. Cost savings realized through the bidding process, the use of 
reserve funds, plus a successful donor campaign will keep the amount that 
is borrowed to a minimum and result in the lowest possible surcharge.

 To view a copy of Borrowing Bylaw 264 or for more information about the 
project please visit the St. Mary DAF Plant section of our website, come by the 
office to view the plans and ask questions, or call us at the number below.

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca   (250) 537-9902 
761 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1S1

Tree House owners’ update
By MARK AND TERENA LECORRE

In reaction to last week’s article 
in the Driftwood about the Tree 
House Cafe, we have had many 
people ask what is happening with respect 
to the upcoming 2015 season, so we wanted 
to bring everyone up to speed with a public 
update.

While there was a confidentiality agree-
ment concerning two mediation meetings 
held during last summer, at no time was there 
a comprehensive confidentiality agreement in 
place to prohibit the Tree House from talking 
about the matter. Terena and I have chosen 
not to make any public comments for the past 
eight months, out of respect for the hard work 
by various groups involved. 

Continued usage of the laneway, in opera-
tion for 15 years as part of the overflow for the 
Tree House patio and a gathering spot to enjoy 
music during the summer, is at the centre 
of what has become a time-consuming and 
stressful issue. The Tree House continues to 
work with numerous groups to arrive at a solu-
tion to provide sufficient seating capacity and 
space to keep the restaurant and Music Under 
the Stars program viable. 

While we appreciate all the work going into 
this project and are confident a solution will be 
in place for the 2016 season that will improve 
seating and access for everyone, we have 
unfortunately missed the window of opportu-
nity to make these changes in time for the 2015 
summer season. 

As a result of delays in finalizing a solution, 
we have had to make some changes based on 
our best estimate of what we will have avail-
able to us this season.

Many people have asked how we manage to 
make such amazing food in our tiny kitchen. 
The key to this for the past three summers 
is the use of an off-site prep kitchen. Due to 
uncertainty over the number of seats we will 

have available this season, we 
have chosen to give up our off-
site kitchen. Because of this 
move, we will need to make 

some changes to the menu to accommodate 
the lack of the offsite kitchen. 

We will continue to have wonderful food 
made from scratch, but some menu chang-
es will have to be made for the 2015 season 
due to our reduced space. We are committed 
to maintaining the delicious food we have 
become known for, but scratch cooking takes 
time and space and we will likely need to run 
our kitchen through the night to make all this 
work.

We will also continue to have music seven 
nights a week for the 2015 season, but will 
focus more on solo performers and smaller 
groups due to the decreased space available.

We remain hopeful we can work things 
out for the best for everyone. However, if no 
solution to this can be found by next season 
the consequences will include the loss of 
many jobs, loss of revenue to local busi-
nesses and suppliers, and the loss of Music 
Under the Stars.

We want to thank the people who are work-
ing with us to come up with an alternative 
solution and all of the incredible support 
shown by Salt Springers and the tourists who 
have sent support messages. Overwhelm-
ingly we hear that this space and the music 
program in our downtown core are special — 
and this is what many visitors have said brings 
them back year after year. We are working hard 
to try and preserve this.

Most of all we would like to thank everyone 
for the encouragement and support you have 
shown us through all of this. It really does mean 
the world to us. 

The writers own the Tree House Cafe in Gan-
ges.

InREsponsE

Other WIsE

Gail
Sjuberg
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> > Winter storms are becoming more 
frequent within BC.  These storms may 
involve blizzards, rain and wind,  and can last 
from 2 to 5 days.

Check out the FEMA website 
for information on what to 
do before, during and after a 
storm event.

http://www.ready.gov/winter-weather#

Are you prepared 
for a Winter Storm?

> Winter storms are becoming more frequent within 
BC.  These storms may involve blizzards, rain and 
wind,  and can last from 
2 to 5 days.

Check out the FEMA website for information on what 
to do before, during and after a storm event.

http://www.ready.gov/winter-weather#
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Sunday Night Music with
Shane Hooper

Sunday nigHt 
Prime rib - $23.50

CloSed tHiS Sunday 
from 2Pm, Staff Par-

ty

Marianne Grittani Trio with special guest Su-
zanne Little and Julia Beattie
Suzanne little and Julia beattiearts&entertainmententertainmententertainment

Sunday, March 22 – 2:30pm
Adults: $23  Youth: $5
Pre-concert chat and Salt Spring Coffee  
specialty coffee tasting 1:30 pm
Proudly supported by Mouats Old Salty

 537-2102 | www.tickets.artspring.ca

Turning Point Ensemble

EXHIBITIONS 

Identity explored in ArtSpring’s juried art exhibition
Public encouraged to enter critical 
dialogue on pieces

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Representation of the human form is the baseline 
for ArtSpring’s second major juried art exhibition, but 
Here’s Looking at You offers plenty more than just a 
pretty face.

Curator and former ArtSpring director George 
Sipos has formulated a show that delves into some 
deep topics, such as the very meaning of identity and 
what it means to translate a subject through art.

A jury of three individuals selected 25 pieces from 
75 submissions that included photographs, paint-
ings, sculpture and fi bre arts. Facilitating the viewer’s 
understanding of the work and conversation around 
it are the rationales the artists included with their 
original submissions, which have been mounted 
alongside each piece.

Saturday evening’s busy opening reception offered 
many fascinating snippets of dialogue as viewers 
reacted to pieces and listened to the jury decisions. 
Photographs were tops at this event, with Doug 
McMillin receiving the jury’s grand prize for The 
Working Photographer, set in the Salt Spring Cof-
fee Co. cafe. The jurors praised the work, in part, 
for invoking Vermeer’s light and intensity. Though 
located in a familiar spot, the unusual framing of the 

two fi gures and the clear light make it feel 
unfamiliar, suggesting a staged, symbolic 
tableau. 

Maggie Argiro received an honour-
able mention for a photo of her 84-year-
old father, caught straight-on during a 
moment when exasperation got the bet-
ter of him. Resting his head in hands that 
are gripping his hair in frustration, his 
aged face ripples with conflict. As the 
jurors noted, “This portrait perfectly cap-
tures an ordinary life and extraordinary 
emotion.”

Susan Benson also received an hon-
ourable mention for her expressive 
painting of an elderly woman’s face. Age 
and experience are emphasized in the 
paint’s thick texture, the brushstrokes 
mimicking the layering on of years, 
while the woman’s eyes seem to warn 
the viewer from making casual assump-
tions about what that life has held.

The tension between what a person 
feels inside and how they appear to 
the outside world is magnifi ed in Avril 
Kirby’s beautiful piece Shadows, a por-

trait of her late husband Bill. As her 
statement beautifully describes, she 
took the photo when he had lost much 
of his own sense of identity to Alzheim-
er’s, but the personality that made him 
unique can still be glimpsed. At the 
same time, Kirby underlines the dark-
ness of the situation in her use of light. 
The subject’s face is tilted slightly away 
from centre so that one half is com-
pletely shadowed. Creases around the 
mouth and under the eyes are equally 
dark, as is the background. It’s a power-
ful testament to looming loss.

On the self-portrait side of the equa-
tion, Jen Holmes’ photograph stands 
out as being aesthetically beautiful, 
emotionally vulnerable and brave all 
at the same time. Printed on paper-
board without the intermediary of a 
glass frame, the work has a strong sense 
of immediacy that resonates well with 
the subject matter. This is her own nude 
body seen from behind, crouched over 
and huddled into the corner of a room 
with a child’s chair the only witness. 

Her skin the brightest area of the scene, 
Holmes’ smooth white form is framed 
by soft blue walls and deep walnut 
fl oors for a simple but striking compo-
sition.

Joan Ayles has another interesting 
take on the self-portrait in Self Refl ec-
tion, in which many tiny versions of 
herself appear refl ected in bubbles on 
the local seashore. Shot directly from 
above, the overall composition has a 
lovely sense of fl ow and movement. The 
photo also reveals a strong identifi ca-
tion with place, capturing Ayles for a 
fl eeting moment in the landscape she 
lovingly walks every day.

George Withers also plays with the 
concept of identity in his two photos. 
The Sitter poses an orange traffi c cone 
against a canvas backdrop, inviting dis-
cussion on the way composition and 
treatment can dictate how we view a 
human subject — and how an object 
can fi ll that role by those means. In Self 
Portrait of Two Men, Withers’ refl ection 
on the surface of a brass bell captures 
only a shadowy fi gure broken into two, 
which speaks to amorphous and some-
times contradictory concepts of self.

Judy Goodman also addresses this 
topic in her basketry sculpture Self Evi-
dent. Two forms rise and twist against 
each other, one of light-coloured and 
the other of a darker natural reed.

“I imagine selves in organic shapes; 
close, sometimes touching, growing from 
the same base,” Goodman’s statement 
explains.

Viewers are strongly encouraged to 
participate in the critical dialogue by 
selecting the work they fi nd most inter-
esting and submitting comments about 
the reasons why. Entries will be tabulated 
for the People’s Choice Award. 

Also on exhibit is Who Are You Any-
way?, a related collection of “selfi es” sub-
mitted by members of the public and 
then curated as a video art installation 
by four Gulf Islands Secondary School 
students in media arts. 

The exhibition continues from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. daily through Sunday, March 29.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Judy Goodman’s basketry sculpture, left is among pieces in Here’s Looking at You, 
now on in the ArtSpring gallery. 

CONCERT 

Cari Burdett at All Saints’ for concert
Part of Salish Sea release tour for 
Magnolia CD

After 15 years away from the spotlight, the label-defy-
ing, theatrical mezzo-soprano chanteuse Cari Burdett is 
back with a new album and a spring concert tour. 

She performs at All Saints’ By-the-Sea this Sunday, 
March 22 at 3 p.m. 

Since receiving significant media attention in 2000, 
Burdett’s journey “has been quite the interesting ride,” 
says a press release from the artist. 

“The Coles Notes version is that she earned a vocal 
music degree from Montreal’s McGill university and a 
master’s degree from London’s Royal Academy of Music, 
she lost her voice, got it back, survived a car accident, 
lost the will to sing, moved to Sweden for four years to 
raise children and finally came to the place she finds 
herself now, back in her hometown in the Cowichan 
Valley, passionate about singing again and releasing a 

brand new album — Magnolia.”
The album is produced by Juno-winner Joby Baker, 

and the record boats an impressive line-up of acclaimed 
musicians, including the young award-winning multi-
instrumentalist Quinn Bachand, Canada’s beloved Miles 
Black, and Juno winners Adrian Dolan and Richard 
Moody. The album release concerts feature an equally 
impressive line-up, including Black, Moody and the in-
demand rhythm section of Mark Atkinson, Sean Drabbit 
and Kelby McNayr. 

Burdett cites Edith Piaf, Joni Mitchell and Nina Sim-
one as influences, and describes her live show as an 
opportunity for people to “go on a world tour in one 
night” as she musically moves from country to country 
and from language to language. 

“This European fusion of opera, folk, jazz and world 
music is theatrical, virtuosic and at times impromptu.”

See www.cariburdett.com for more information. 
Tickets are available through www.eventbrite.ca and 

at the door. 
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BOX 210 GANGES P.O.
SALT SPRING ISLAND B.C.

V8K 2V9 CANADA
(250) 537-4141

Set in a Saltspring ‘country’ garden, our family 
dental practice offers you:

- A pleasant, warm atmosphere with friendly, 
professional staff.

- Our commitment to serve your needs by 
providing all aspects of general dentistry 
including the treatment of joint pain and 
bite imbalances, crowns and bridges, and 
root canals on molars as well as front teeth. 

- A thorough and successful programme to 
prevent and eliminate gum disease.

- Our commitment to present and explain all 
treatment options and to offer a choice of 
available materials.
We would be delighted to have you as a new 

patient and we look forward to providing you 
with the highest quality dental care.

Dr. Wm. E. LEa & Staff
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Free prescription delivery 
Monday - Friday

L I V E  W E L L  W I T H

OpEn MOn.-SaT, 9-6  /  Sun & HOLIday MOn. 11-5

DOWNTOWN 250-537-5534
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN 250-538-0323
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

Dorothy Price
CERTIFIED YOGA TEACHER 

Dorothy has been teaching yoga on the 
island for 12 years. As well as welcoming 
newcomers, she has a committed group of 
students who are 
dedicated to staying 
healthy and well. 

“It is rewarding to see 
strength and stamina, in 
mind and body, grow in 
my students. We work on 
our core strength and our 
balance. We do poses that 
tone our nervous system, 
massage our glandular 
system and stimulate 
our immune system. We 
stretch our muscles and 
keep our bones healthy. 
We get our heart rate up and focus on deep mindful 
breathing. I weave in modifi cation options as we 
move through class so everyone is comfortable in the 
poses.  All this in one yoga class! 

No matter your age, you will notice changes in 
your body as time goes by. You might not like these 
changes! Doing yoga, along with a healthy diet, can 
minimize and even help reverse changes that already 
seem established. I sincerely want my students to be 
the happiest, healthiest and best they can be! Come 
and join us on our path! Call me and I will help you 
determine where to start.

Yoga For All Levels
Yoga for Beginners

Rejuvenating Retreats *SSI *Tofino 
*Mexico *Tuscany *Provence

Visit my website for class schedules & retreat info
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

250-537-7675 

Hi Jennifer...see changes below...will send new 
photo later....thanks!

Change this:
Whether you are thirty or sixty you will notice 
differences in your body as you age. Doing yoga, 
along with a healthy diet, can minimize these 
changes and even help reverse those that are al-
ready established. I sincerely want my students to 
be the happiest, healthiest and best they can be! 
Come and join us on our path! Call me and I will 
help you determine where to start.”

To this:
No matter your age, you will notice changes in 
your body as time goes by. You might not like 
these changes! Doing yoga, along with a healthy 
diet, can minimize and even help reverse changes 
that already seem established. I sincerely want 
my students to be the happiest, healthiest and 
best they can be! Come and join us on our path! 
Call me and I will help you determine where to 
start.”

Change this:
YOGA IN TULUM ~ Mayan Riviera Feb 14-21, 2015
YOGA IN PROVENCE, FRANCE Sept 11-18, 2015
YOGA IN TUSCANY, ITALY Sept 19-26, 2015

To this:
YOGA ON THE FARM, SSI. June, Aug &Oct, 2015
YOGA IN PROVENCE, FRANCE Sept 11-18, 2015
YOGA IN TUSCANY, ITALY Sept 19-26, 2015

One change below:

Yoga For All Levels
Yoga for Beginners
Rejuvenating Retreats *SSI *Tofino
*Mexico *Tuscany *Provence

“My students tell me 
how strong they feel 
inside and out. I feel the 
camaraderie of “We’re on 
this path together” in 
the class. I think that 
this camaraderie helps 
them get to class every 
week!  The ‘average’ age 
of my students is late 
thirties to late sixties. I 
am dedicated to helping 
them all stay as healthy 
as possible.”

YOGA ON THE FARM, SSI. - 2105
June 12-14, Aug 20-23, Oct 9-11

YOGA IN PROVENCE, FRANCE 
Sept 11-18, 2015

YOGA IN TUSCANY, ITALY 
Sept 19-26, 2015
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250.537.2444    www.gangesyogastudio.com

Ganges Yoga Studio
At the Salt Spring Island Wellness Centre

Still Point Yoga Studio
At Harbour House Hotel

ConCErt PrEVIEw 

Debussy, Saint-Saëns and Stravinsky on concert menu
Luft Suite makes 
premiere on Salt Spring 

Playing on the edge and often 
incorporating dance, film and spo-
ken word into their concerts, Turn-
ing Point Ensemble makes music a 
wild and multi-faceted experience 
for their audiences. 

This 17-member orchestra from 
Vancouver is dedicated to increasing 
the understanding and appreciation 
of music composed during the past 
hundred years. 

On March 22 at 2:30 p.m., Turning 
Point Ensemble will present Prelude 
to the Afternoon of a Faun by Claude 
Debussy, Carnival of the Animals by 
Camille Saint-Saëns with narrator 
George Zukerman (text by Ogden 
Nash), Luft Suite  by Jocelyn Morlock 
and The Firebird by Igor Stravinsky. 
The Luft Suite is a commission of 
Turning Point Ensemble and the Art-
Spring concert is its premiere.

Press material outlines how Turn-
ing Point Ensemble is active in com-
missioning new work and collaborat-
ing with other artists. 

“A past concert included a paint-
er who rendered the music on can-
vas during the performance. Last 
summer they took the ensemble to 
Kelowna and performed at Quail’s 
Gate Winery an opera called The 
Lake by Vancouver composer Bar-
bara Pentland. TPE collaborated 
for over a year with members of the 
Westbank First Nation to create a 
fully immersive cultural piece that 
had context. 

“The opera was based on one 
of the first pioneers in Westbank 
— Susan Allison — whose original 

homestead still stands on what is 
now the home of the winery.  The 
collaboration with WFN resulted in 
their culture being integrated into 
the opera and . . . . the opera ended 
with the cast and crew joining in 
with the audience for a traditional 
friendship dance.” 

Sunday’s concert at ArtSpring is 
preceded by a specialty coffee tast-
ing event with Salt Spring Coffee 
and a pre-concert chat at 1:30 p.m. 
For tickets or more information, 
visit www.artspring.ca or call the 
box office at 250-537-2102.

Honours 

Benson’s costume
art off to Moscow
Islander’s work part of theatre 
museum show opening June 15

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring set and costume designer Susan Benson 
will be one of a handful of international artists to have 
her work shown in Moscow this summer.

Costume at the Turn of the Century 1990-2015 will 
open June 15 and run to Aug. 1 at the A.A. Bakhrushin 
State Central Theatre Museum in Moscow.

According to the organizers, “Our intent is to show-
case the development of ideas, materials and technol-
ogies of costume design over the past 25 years from all 
over the world. Our expectation is to expand the hori-
zons and inspire all the participants and attendees, as 
well as archive and preserve this historical material for 
future designers and the general public.”

Benson’s costume designs for two different Cana-
dian theatrical productions were accepted for the 
show. The Golden Ass was commissioned for the 
Canadian Opera Company and premiered in Toronto 
in 1999. Randolph Peters composed the opera on a 
libretto by novelist and playwright Robertson Davies. 
It was inspired in the first place by Davies’ 1958 novel 
A Mixture of Frailties, in which a character composes 
an opera based on the ancient Roman novel by Lucius 
Apuleius.

In the opera, the story of Apuleius’ mythical trans-
formation is told to a group of residents in Carthage. 

“For the main characters who come to tell them the 
tale of the golden ass, I designed costumes based on 
North African clothes with the premise that the people 
had travelled to Carthage from many different parts of 
Africa,” Benson said. “It allowed me to create a fantasy 
world for the principals with the ‘witch’ Pamphilea, sung 
by Judith Forst, being one of the central characters.”

Benson noted The Golden Ass features a large chorus 
and orchestra, which unfortunately means that it would 
be quite expensive to mount again.

“It’s very sad because wonderful work was done by 
the people working with me on the costumes, set and 
properties,” she said.

Also featured in the Moscow show will be Benson’s 
designs for the National Ballet of Canada’s Romeo and 
Juliet (1995). John Cranko choreographed the ballet to 
Prokofiev’s score.

“The music is very dark and dangerous and really 
affected the way that I designed the piece,” Benson 
recalled. “At the time I was doing my drawings, the 
Serbo-Croatian war was happening and a young couple 
was shot to death in no-man’s land, a Muslim and a 
Christian. 

“I thought then that it never stops — a repeat of the 
story told by Shakespeare goes on through the ages. 
Because of this, my textures and colours were very dark, 
broken by the colour and shape of the Carnival King, 
[who is] a malevolent character, and dangerous in feel.”

Benson’s designs for Romeo and Juliet were repro-
duced by the National Ballet of Finland and the National 
Ballet of China.

CouRtESY tPE

turning Point Ensemble member 
Caroline Gauthier. 
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NEW CAR REVIEW

VERANO  continued on 14

New Buick Verano provides 
surprises on several levels 

Impressive gas mileage on 
2015 model turbo 

BY JIM ROBINSON
M E T R O L A N D  M E D I A

I never thought I’d be writing good mile-
age and turbo in the same sentence, but 
that’s the case with the 2015 Buick Verano.

The standard engine on the Verano is a 
2.4-litre direct injection four-cylinder with 
180 hp and 171 lb/ft of torque.

But when you step up the top trim level, 
the Premium Equipment Group ($2,890), 
you get the small but much more powerful 
2.0-litre four-cylinder with 250 hp and 260 
lb/ft thanks to direct injection and twin-
scroll turbo charging.

My 2015 Verano Premium covered 921 
km going and coming back to the Greater 
Toronto Area from this year’s auto show in 
Detroit.

Filling up (regular is OK) in Windsor, I 
made it to the centre of Mississauga on 
just a hair under a half tank. Now it was all 
highway driving, but the closer I got, the 
better the mileage, starting at an average 
10.1L/100 km and dropping to 9.8L/100 km 
near Milton.

Even better was when I topped up 
(28.453L) when handling over the Verano. 
It cost $25.01 at 87.9 cents a litre — wow!

The fuel rating for the Turbo with six-
speed automatic is 11.4/7.9L/100 km 
(24/37 mpg) city/highway, which gives 
you another idea of how good this turbo 
is on gas. On the turbo there is also a six-
speed manual with a consumption fi gure 
of 11.6/7.6L/100 km (24/37 mpg).

When I fi rst drove the Verano four years 
ago, I commented at the time it was the 
quietest small car I had driven and it still is. 

The turbo starts almost silently. That’s 
partly due to the muffl ed running nature of 
turbos, but largely to Buick’s QuietTuning 
that involves 12 noise reduction and noise 
cancelling measures including: 5.4-mm-
thick acoustic-laminated windshield and 
4.85-mm-thick acoustic laminated side 
glass that minimizes wind noise; acoustic 
insulation material on both sides of the 
front steel dash panel and under the hood 
that reduce engine noise; and fi ve layers of 
acoustic insulation material in the head-
liner including a premium fabric on the 
visible outer layer that muffl es wind noise.

They got rid of tire noise by using three 
layers of acoustic insulation material in 
the doors.

My tester was fi tted with a nine-speak-
er Bose Premium Sound System which I 
could hear a whole lot better thanks to all 
the external noise reduction.

When cold, there is a slight lag in accel-
eration, which goes away as soon as you 
pass 2,000 rpm.

Once heated up, the turbo responds 
almost instantly. Part of that is due to the 
twin scroll technology, but also to the turbo 
intercooler that cools air intake by almost 
100 degrees C. The colder the air, the dens-
er the charge and the most power released 
at ignition.

You are probably all well aware of the 
window sticker on each new car with sub 
sections for mechanical, interior, exterior 
and safety features, but there is another on 
the Verano titled Connectivity Features.

PHOTO BY JIM ROBINSON

The 2015 Buick Verano Premium model (shown) gives the brand a presence in a mushroom-
ing compact luxury market. 

 www.campusnissan.com
 3361 OAK STREET

 250-475-2227
 DL #5059

 *Prices plus documentation fee of $295

 O
v
e
r
 $

1
,0

0
0

,0
0

0
   W

o
r
t
h

   o
f
 P

r
e
m

iu
m

 U
s
e
d

 V
e
h

ic
le

s
   F

o
r
 S

a
le

 V
a
n

c
o
u

v
e
r
 I

s
la

n
d

’s
   #

1
 S

t
o
p

   f
o
r
 P

r
e
m

iu
m

 U
s
e
d

 V
e
h

ic
le

s

 08 08
 HYUNDAI  HYUNDAI 
 ELANTRA ELANTRA
 No accidents, fully serviced, 
 we just did timing belt.
 JN2016A

 13 SUBARU  13 SUBARU 
 TRIBECA  TRIBECA 
 L IMITED LIMITED

 Local, super low kms., every 
 option loaded, AWD. 15-12162B

  Now  
 $ 32 , 515  Now 

 $ 8 , 990

 From  
 $ 19 , 990 -  $ 27 , 990

 2011 -  2014  2011 -  2014 
 NISSAN  NISSAN 
 LEAFS LEAFS
 Low mileage, fully electric, 
 never buy gas again, hottest 
 used car in the market period!

 Now 
 $ 17 , 114

 11 NISSAN  11 NISSAN 
 ROGUE SV ROGUE SV
 Local one owner great value 
 crossover, well appointed.
 A6614

 Now  
 $ 29 , 777

 12 NISSAN  12 NISSAN 
 PATHFINDER  PATHFINDER 
 ARMADA ARMADA
 Full size, rare, V8, 4x4, only 
 41,000 kms. 14-0634A

 06  06 
 CHRYSLER  CHRYSLER 
 SEBRING SEBRING
 Incredibly low kms! 41,000! 
 No accidents, local Victoria 
 car! Great shape, new tires. 
 15-12102A   Now  

 $ 8 , 481 0  DOWN  5.24%
 72  MOS.  $ 564 /MO.

 09 HONDA  09 HONDA 
 CIVIC  CIVIC 
 SEDAN SEDAN
 Great price point, local, 
 super low kms. 15-12361A

 Now  
 $ 7 , 137

 03 HONDA  03 HONDA 
 CIVIC CIVIC
 HYBRID HYBRID
 Super efficient,
 local island car,
 great value!

   Now  
 $ 12 , 990

 10 TOYOTA  10 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA COROLLA
 Reliable,
 local island car.
 A6577A

 13 NISSAN  13 NISSAN 
 ALTIMA ALTIMA
 Local Victoria vehicle, CVT 
 transmission, reliable and 
 dependable history!
 14-6696A

 Now  
 $ 18 , 277  Now  

 $ 12 , 990 0  DOWN  5.99%
 48  MOS.  $ 358 /MO.

 0  DOWN  5.99%
 48  MOS.  $ 358 /MO.

ASK ABOUT NISSAN 
CERTIFIED PRE OWNED!
•  Enhanced inspection 

and reconditioning 
process

•  Low finance rates 
from 0.9%

• Exchange privilege
•  Complimentary oil 

change included
• AND MUCH MORE!!

 9  NOW 9 NOW
 AVAILABLE! AVAILABLE!

 0  DOWN  5.24%
 84  MOS.  $ 535 /MO.

 Nissan Certified Pre-Owned 
 Rates from just 0.9%

 0  DOWN  5.24%
 72  MOS.  $ 324 /MO.

 Was $8,990

 Was $7,990

 Low interest Low interest
 Rate Financing Rate Financing

 Available! Available!
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2013 Nissan Leaf SL
Black, 33,000kms, 
Loaded  $27,990
Stock #JN2047

2013 Nissan Leaf SV
Pearl White, 23,000kms, 
Well equipped  $25,990
Stock #JN2049

 www.campusnissan.com
 3361 OAK STREET

 250-475-2227
 DL #5059

 *Prices plus documentation fee of $295
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 08 08
 HYUNDAI  HYUNDAI 
 ELANTRA ELANTRA
 No accidents, fully serviced, 
 we just did timing belt.
 JN2016A

 13 SUBARU  13 SUBARU 
 TRIBECA  TRIBECA 
 L IMITED LIMITED

 Local, super low kms., every 
 option loaded, AWD. 15-12162B

  Now  
 $ 32 , 515  Now 

 $ 8 , 990

 From  
 $ 19 , 990 -  $ 27 , 990

 2011 -  2014  2011 -  2014 
 NISSAN  NISSAN 
 LEAFS LEAFS
 Low mileage, fully electric, 
 never buy gas again, hottest 
 used car in the market period!

 Now 
 $ 17 , 114

 11 NISSAN  11 NISSAN 
 ROGUE SV ROGUE SV
 Local one owner great value 
 crossover, well appointed.
 A6614

 Now  
 $ 29 , 777

 12 NISSAN  12 NISSAN 
 PATHFINDER  PATHFINDER 
 ARMADA ARMADA
 Full size, rare, V8, 4x4, only 
 41,000 kms. 14-0634A

 06  06 
 CHRYSLER  CHRYSLER 
 SEBRING SEBRING
 Incredibly low kms! 41,000! 
 No accidents, local Victoria 
 car! Great shape, new tires. 
 15-12102A   Now  

 $ 8 , 481 0  DOWN  5.24%
 72  MOS.  $ 564 /MO.

 09 HONDA  09 HONDA 
 CIVIC  CIVIC 
 SEDAN SEDAN
 Great price point, local, 
 super low kms. 15-12361A

 Now  
 $ 7 , 137

 03 HONDA  03 HONDA 
 CIVIC CIVIC
 HYBRID HYBRID
 Super efficient,
 local island car,
 great value!

   Now  
 $ 12 , 990

 10 TOYOTA  10 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA COROLLA
 Reliable,
 local island car.
 A6577A

 13 NISSAN  13 NISSAN 
 ALTIMA ALTIMA
 Local Victoria vehicle, CVT 
 transmission, reliable and 
 dependable history!
 14-6696A

 Now  
 $ 18 , 277  Now  

 $ 12 , 990 0  DOWN  5.99%
 48  MOS.  $ 358 /MO.

 0  DOWN  5.99%
 48  MOS.  $ 358 /MO.

ASK ABOUT NISSAN 
CERTIFIED PRE OWNED!
•  Enhanced inspection 

and reconditioning 
process

•  Low finance rates 
from 0.9%

• Exchange privilege
•  Complimentary oil 

change included
• AND MUCH MORE!!

 9  NOW 9 NOW
 AVAILABLE! AVAILABLE!

 0  DOWN  5.24%
 84  MOS.  $ 535 /MO.

 Nissan Certified Pre-Owned 
 Rates from just 0.9%

 0  DOWN  5.24%
 72  MOS.  $ 324 /MO.

 Was $8,990

 Was $7,990

 Low interest Low interest
 Rate Financing Rate Financing

 Available! Available!

www.campusnissan.com www.campusnissan.com
 3361 OAK STREET

 250-475-2227
 DL #5059

 *Prices plus documentation fee of $295
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 HYUNDAI  HYUNDAI 
 ELANTRA ELANTRA
 No accidents, fully serviced, 
 we just did timing belt.
 JN2016A

 13 SUBARU  13 SUBARU 
 TRIBECA  TRIBECA 
 L IMITED LIMITED

 Local, super low kms., every 
 option loaded, AWD. 15-12162B

  Now  
 $ 32 , 515  Now 

 $ 8 , 990

 From  
 $ 19 , 990 -  $ 27 , 990

 2011 -  2014  2011 -  2014 
 NISSAN  NISSAN 
 LEAFS LEAFS
 Low mileage, fully electric, 
 never buy gas again, hottest 
 used car in the market period!

 Now 
 $ 17 , 114

 11 NISSAN  11 NISSAN 
 ROGUE SV ROGUE SV
 Local one owner great value 
 crossover, well appointed.
 A6614

 Now  
 $ 29 , 777

 12 NISSAN  12 NISSAN 
 PATHFINDER  PATHFINDER 
 ARMADA ARMADA
 Full size, rare, V8, 4x4, only 
 41,000 kms. 14-0634A

 06  06 
 CHRYSLER  CHRYSLER 
 SEBRING SEBRING
 Incredibly low kms! 41,000! 
 No accidents, local Victoria 
 car! Great shape, new tires. 
 15-12102A   Now  

 $ 8 , 481 0  DOWN  5.24%
 72  MOS.  $ 564 /MO.

 09 HONDA  09 HONDA 
 CIVIC  CIVIC 
 SEDAN SEDAN
 Great price point, local, 
 super low kms. 15-12361A

 Now  
 $ 7 , 137

 03 HONDA  03 HONDA 
 CIVIC CIVIC
 HYBRID HYBRID
 Super efficient,
 local island car,
 great value!

   Now  
 $ 12 , 990

 10 TOYOTA  10 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA COROLLA
 Reliable,
 local island car.
 A6577A

 13 NISSAN  13 NISSAN 
 ALTIMA ALTIMA
 Local Victoria vehicle, CVT 
 transmission, reliable and 
 dependable history!
 14-6696A

 Now  
 $ 18 , 277  Now  

 $ 12 , 990 0  DOWN  5.99%
 48  MOS.  $ 358 /MO.

 0  DOWN  5.99%
 48  MOS.  $ 358 /MO.

ASK ABOUT NISSAN 
CERTIFIED PRE OWNED!
•  Enhanced inspection 

and reconditioning 
process

•  Low finance rates 
from 0.9%

• Exchange privilege
•  Complimentary oil 

change included
• AND MUCH MORE!!

 9  NOW 9 NOW
 AVAILABLE! AVAILABLE!

 0  DOWN  5.24%
 84  MOS.  $ 535 /MO.

 Nissan Certified Pre-Owned 
 Rates from just 0.9%

 0  DOWN  5.24%
 72  MOS.  $ 324 /MO.

 Was $8,990

 Was $7,990

 Low interest Low interest
 Rate Financing Rate Financing

 Available! Available!

®3361 OAK STREET
250-475-2227

*Prices plus documentation fee of $295

 www.campusnissan.com
 3361 OAK STREET

 250-475-2227
 DL #5059

 *Prices plus documentation fee of $295
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 HYUNDAI  HYUNDAI 
 ELANTRA ELANTRA
 No accidents, fully serviced, 
 we just did timing belt.
 JN2016A

 13 SUBARU  13 SUBARU 
 TRIBECA  TRIBECA 
 L IMITED LIMITED

 Local, super low kms., every 
 option loaded, AWD. 15-12162B

  Now  
 $ 32 , 515  Now 

 $ 8 , 990

 From  
 $ 19 , 990 -  $ 27 , 990

 2011 -  2014  2011 -  2014 
 NISSAN  NISSAN 
 LEAFS LEAFS

 Low mileage, fully electric, 
 never buy gas again, hottest 
 used car in the market period!

 Now 
 $ 17 , 114

 11 NISSAN  11 NISSAN 
 ROGUE SV ROGUE SV

 Local one owner great value 
 crossover, well appointed.
 A6614

 Now  
 $ 29 , 777

 12 NISSAN  12 NISSAN 
 PATHFINDER  PATHFINDER 
 ARMADA ARMADA
 Full size, rare, V8, 4x4, only 
 41,000 kms. 14-0634A

 06  06 
 CHRYSLER  CHRYSLER 
 SEBRING SEBRING
 Incredibly low kms! 41,000! 
 No accidents, local Victoria 
 car! Great shape, new tires. 
 15-12102A   Now  

 $ 8 , 481 0  DOWN  5.24%
 72  MOS.  $ 564 /MO.

 09 HONDA  09 HONDA 
 CIVIC  CIVIC 
 SEDAN SEDAN
 Great price point, local, 
 super low kms. 15-12361A

 Now  
 $ 7 , 137

 03 HONDA  03 HONDA 
 CIVIC CIVIC
 HYBRID HYBRID
 Super efficient,
 local island car,
 great value!

   Now  
 $ 12 , 990

 10 TOYOTA  10 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA COROLLA
 Reliable,
 local island car.
 A6577A

 13 NISSAN  13 NISSAN 
 ALTIMA ALTIMA
 Local Victoria vehicle, CVT 
 transmission, reliable and 
 dependable history!
 14-6696A

 Now  
 $ 18 , 277  Now  

 $ 12 , 990 0  DOWN  5.99%
 48  MOS.  $ 358 /MO.

 0  DOWN  5.99%
 48  MOS.  $ 358 /MO.

ASK ABOUT NISSAN 
CERTIFIED PRE OWNED!
•  Enhanced inspection 

and reconditioning 
process

•  Low finance rates 
from 0.9%

• Exchange privilege
•  Complimentary oil 

change included
• AND MUCH MORE!!

 9  NOW 9 NOW
 AVAILABLE! AVAILABLE!

 0  DOWN  5.24%
 84  MOS.  $ 535 /MO.

 Nissan Certified Pre-Owned 
 Rates from just 0.9%

 0  DOWN  5.24%
 72  MOS.  $ 324 /MO.

 Was $8,990

 Was $7,990

 Low interest Low interest
 Rate Financing Rate Financing

 Available! Available!

Innovation for Planet
Innovation for All

The hottest used car on the market today is the electric car. Nissan for over 22 
years has been working on this and since 2011 has been the forerunner in this radi-
cal new thought process. The Leafs are affordable and quite frankly the right thing 
to do. At Campus Nissan we have New Leafs with a factory incentive of up to $3,750 
and a HUGE selection continually of pre owned. There are places popping up all 
over that are trying to get on the bandwagon and selling our product. Be careful! 
These places are not Nissan Authorized facilities, do not do any service or warranty 
work. They are strictly an organization to sell a car and won’t be able to help with 
any after sale concerns. At Campus Nissan we have a number of factory trained 
and certifi ed technicians. We have factory trained and certifi ed Sales people who 
have invested their own time and money into making a difference. We would like 
to help you now and in the future with your needs. We can offer you service, parts, 
warranty work and most importantly peace of mind knowing you are buying off a 
local business backed by the Manufacturer who makes them. I know that’s impor-
tant to us when we buy things... We are Vancouver Islands foremost electric car 
dealer, and we want to sell you a Leaf! We also have access to cars and auctions 
other places just don’t. Buy with confi dence off us and join the electric car revolu-
tion! There are signifi cant costs and a lot of time involved with importing vehicles. 
We are competitively priced, offer low interest fi nancing and can back any car we 
sell and register with a Warranty to cover you from unexpected costs.

2013 Nissan  Leaf S
Silver, 17,000kms, 
Well equipped  $23,990
Stock #A6635

2013 Nissan Leaf SL
Silver, 23,000kms, 
Loaded  $27,990
Stock #JN2045

2013 Nissan Leaf S 
Pearl White, 34,000 kms, 
Well equipped  $22,990
Stock #JN2056

2012 Nissan Leaf SL
Pearl White,17,000kms, 
Loaded  $23,990
Stock #JN2057

Low Interest
Rate Financing 

Available!

ASK US HOW TO 
SAVE UP TO $12,000 OFF THE 

PRICE OF A BRAND NEW 
2015 LEAF! a driftwood guide to island transportation, 

sales, service, accessories and more!

ISLAND 
WHEELS



Dealer Code: 31289. Vehicles may not be exactly as shown. All vehicles were available at the time of print. Prices and payments shown are plus tax and $497 doc fee. All
stock numbers payments are calculated at a 4.99% interest rate over 96 months. Example stock number 149034 price $37,625 at 4.99% over 96 months, cost of borrowing
is $8,294. Offers expire March 31, 2015. Spring cash offer applies to eligible current owners or lessees of any model year 1999 or newer car that has been registered and
insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six (6) months. Credit valid towards the retail purchase or lease of one eligible 2015 model year
Chevrolet/Buick!GMC/Cadillac car, SUV, crossover and pickups models. Offers expire March 31, 2015.

With OnStar 4G LTE Wi-Fi:

• Stream movies
• Check your emails
• And More

With the myChevrolet mobile app:

• Start your vehicle
• Lock and unlock doors
• From anywhere in Canada

Complimentary Oil Change:

• Every Chevrolet receives
2 years/40,000 km oil changes

6300 Trans Canada Hwy Duncan, BC V9L 6C7

Call us: 1 (250)746-7131PeterBaljetGM.comfinD new roaDsTM

2015 CHEVROLET MALIBU LS

2015 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LS

2015 CHEVROLET CITY-EXPRESS 1LS

2015 GMC SIERRA 1500 KODIAK

MsrP....$26,790

MsrP....$28,115

MsrP....$29,440

MsrP....$47,625

saLe....$19,995

saLe....$23,865

saLe....$27,940

saLe....$37,625

sTK # 119299

sTK # 268900

sTK # 697891

sTK # 149034

SPRING

eL
UP TUP To $1,500 in owner CasH.
Li
UP T
iGiBLe owners reCeiVe

UP To $1,500 in owner CasH.

$59
weeKLY

$83
weeKLY

$71
weeKLY

$111
weeKLY

Dealer Code: 31289. Vehicles may not be exactly as shown. All vehicles were available at the time of print. Prices and payments shown are plus tax and $497 doc fee. All
stock numbers payments are calculated at a 4.99% interest rate over 96 months. Example stock number 149034 price $37,625 at 4.99% over 96 months, cost of borrowing
is $8,294. Offers expire March 31, 2015. Spring cash offer applies to eligible current owners or lessees of any model year 1999 or newer car that has been registered and
insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six (6) months. Credit valid towards the retail purchase or lease of one eligible 2015 model year
Chevrolet/Buick!GMC/Cadillac car, SUV, crossover and pickups models. Offers expire March 31, 2015.

With OnStar 4G LTE Wi-Fi:

• Stream movies
• Check your emails
• And More

With the myChevrolet mobile app:

• Start your vehicle
• Lock and unlock doors
• From anywhere in Canada

Complimentary Oil Change:

• Every Chevrolet receives
2 years/40,000 km oil changes

6300 Trans Canada Hwy Duncan, BC V9L 6C7

Call us: 1 (250)746-7131PeterBaljetGM.comfinD new roaDsTM
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DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

Drop by today...
Coffee is always on!

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca
DL#5032

BOB 
SAUNDERS DAVID 

SAUNDERS

2015 FORESTER STANDARD FEATURES:
• Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel Drive 
• 2.0L DOHC, 4-Cylinder SUBARU BOXER® engine with 148 HP 
• 6-speed Manual Transmission with Hill Holder System 
• Raised-profi le roof racks 
• Bluetooth® mobile phone connectivity (voice-activated)
• Air conditioning • Power door locks, windows, and rear liftgate 
• Heated front seats • And more

I S L A N D  W H E E L S

I S L A N D  W H E E L S

ISLAND WHEELS
a  d r i f t w o o d  g u i d e  t o  i s l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s a l e s ,  s e r v i c e ,  a c c e s s o r i e s  a n d  m o r e !

ISLAND WHEELS
a  d r i f t w o o d  g u i d e  t o  i s l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s a l e s ,  s e r v i c e ,  a c c e s s o r i e s  a n d  m o r e !

Buick keeps drivers 
connected

Connectivity is the new “must have” 
among vehicle buyers and the Verano I 
drove more than delivered with a fi ve-
year OnStar basic package, Buick Intel-
liLink that enables smartphone audio 
control via voice activation, seven-inch 
centre stack infotainment touch screen 
with Bluetooth and a Bose premium, 
nine- speaker sound system.

But the best part is OnStar’s available 
4G LTE WiFi system that turns any GM 
so equipped into a mobile hotspot.

Buick saw the move in the market of 
customers moving from large luxury 
cars to small, but just as well equipped, 
sedans and crossovers.

There is available leather seating with 
double stitching, three interior hues 
including Cashmere, eight exterior 
colours and three wheels, including a 
very handsome set of 18-inch alloys with 
a silver fi nish on the Premium I drove.

I didn’t have a lot of luggage on the trip 
to Detroit so the largish 405-litre trunk 
(396 litres on the Premium due to the 
rear Bose speaker) simply swallowed my 
two bags.

Styling closely follows current Buick 
design language with a very taut shoul-
der character line while retaining sig-
nature cues like the waterfall grill and 
portholes on the hood.

What does compact luxury cost?
The as-tested model starts out as the 

2015 Verano Leather which means load-
ed with all comfort, connectivity and 
safety features Buick offers at $29,595, 
although pricing starts at $25,490 for the 
base version.

Besides the Premium package, there 
were a few other options such as $525 
for the special wheels and $445 for the 
sliver and bright chrome grille for a total 
of $35,950, including $1,600 shipping 
fee, which compares favourably with the 
Europeans in the same segment.

But besides the fuel consumption, 
what stands out is the character of the 
Verano.

Up until the GM fiscal meltdown, 
Buicks were perceived as transportation 
for grey-hairs, something Buick readily 
admits.

But a lot has changed at GM since then 
and one of those changes is listening 
to what the customers want, instead of 
what GM thinks the customers want.

I don’t think a car like the Verano 
would have been seriously considered 
under the old regime nor could I have 
imagined a woman heading the compa-
ny, but that’s just what’s happened with 
CEO Mary Barra.

What I said about the Verano when 
I first drove it was “Buick is literally 
on the road to changing how people 
think about the brand” and that hasn’t 
changed.

VERANO  
continued from 12

The 2015 Buick Verano Turbo features an upscale 
interior with three colour choices. Buick uses a cooling 
shade of blue for its ambient interior lighting.

The back seat can take three 
adults in a pinch.

BODY STYLE: compact luxury sedan.
DRIVE METHOD: front-engine, front-

wheel-drive. 
ENGINE: 2.0-litre, DOHC inline four-

cylinder (250 hp, 260 lb/ft)
FUEL ECONOMY: (Regular) automatic, 

11.4/7.0L/100 km (25/36 mpg mpg) 
city/highway

CARGO: 405 litres (14.3 cu ft); as tested 
with Bose premium sound, 396 litres 
(14.0 cu ft)

TOWING CAPACITY: not recommended
PRICE: Leather trim model, $29,595: 

Premium, option as tested, $35,950 
not including $1,600 shipping free

WEBSITE: www.buick.ca
What’s Best: How Verano nicely � ts the 

description of compact luxury sedan
What Worst: Ebony interior desperately 

need brightening accents
What’s Interesting: Surprisingly good 

fuel economy for a turbo

Buick Verano Premium 2015 at a glance
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DUNCAN HYUNDAI
2801 ROBERTS ROAD, RR#6, DUNCAN BC 250-746-0335

www.duncanhyundai.ca

+ 0%
LEASE OR FINANCINGCome and see us, 

we pay your ferry cost 
with every purchase 

and no one 
beats our prices.

DEALER INVOICE

PRICING

DRIVE AWAY IN A HYUNDAI

YOU PAY ONLY WHAT 
THE DEALER PAYS

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 

Putting o�  repairs can be risky
Don’t ignore inevitable wear and tear

With the myriad of expenses that we face every day, you 
may be tempted to put off vehicle maintenance to save a few 
bucks — and you certainly wouldn’t be alone — but is saving a 
few bucks worth risking your life?

On average, fi ve people die on Canada’s roads each day. 
Though many of these collisions can be attributed to driving 
under the infl uence, driving distracted, or poor driving con-
ditions, it would be ignorant to overlook the importance of 
vehicles’ mechanical integrity.

Today’s cars are safer than ever before, but with wear 
and tear, many of your car’s critical safety components can 
degrade. Ignoring this fact can put you and your family at risk 
of having a collision or of being seriously injured in the event 
of a crash.

BRAKES
It’s no secret that your brakes are one of your car’s most 

important safety components, but with use, your brake pads/
shoes wear out, rubber seals and hoses deteriorate causing 
brake fl uid leaks, and metal component can rust and corrode. 
As these parts degrade, you are required to use an increasing 
amount of force on the pedal to stop your vehicle and need an 
increasing amount of time to stop. When you only have a few 
seconds to react to a dangerous situation on the road, the con-
dition of your brakes can make all the difference, so have them 
inspected regularly and never put off needed repairs.

LIGHTS
Your lights are essential to ensuring proper visibility on the 

road. When driving, it is important that you can see and be 
seen to avoid collisions. Give yourself the best chance to arrive 
safely by regularly inspecting your lights and replacing them 
when necessary. You should also check your light covers to 
ensure that they are clean and clear. With time, the plastic can 
degrade and cloud, distorting your light and reducing your 

fi eld of view in the dark. The further you can see, the more 
time you have to react.

STEERING AND SUSPENSION
Like most of your car’s components, the parts that make 

up your steering and suspension system are prone to wear 
and tear damage and may lead to dangerous situations. For 
example, if your tie rod ends fail you will lose all steering 
control of your vehicle and risk veering sharply on the road, 
and if your ball joints fail your suspension can collapse, 
also causing to lose all steering control. When navigating 
city streets or busy highways, a loss of steering control can 
be catastrophic, so be sure to have your steering and sus-
pension system inspected regularly and replace any worn 
parts.

TIRES
Your tires are your car’s point of contact with the road and 

play a crucial role in your car’s safety. Underinfl ated tires 
can cause your tires to overheat and blow out, while over-
infl ated tires reduce your contact with the road and wear 
more quickly. Uneven tread wear and bald spots also cause 
problems because they reduce your control on the road, 
increase your stopping distance, and increase your risk of 
hydroplaning or skidding. 

Finally, relying on all-season tires in the winter can 
increase your risk of a collision by reducing your grip on the 
road in temperatures below 7 degrees Celsius. Check your 
tire pressure and tread wear regularly, have them rotated as 
per the manufacturer’s recommendations, and use appro-
priate tires for the season to maintain maximum control.

Though vehicle safety technology is ever-improving, 
your car is not immune to wear and tear. Be sure to have 
your vehicle inspected regularly and to budget for unex-
pected repairs to avoid dangerous collisions. Spending a 
few bucks is certainly worth the peace of mind that your car 
will respond to your driving.

Source: www.BeCarCareAware.ca.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

A rescue eff ort tries to free a truck stuck in the muck on Bader’s 
Beach in early March. While that evening’s attempt was report-
edly not successful, the vehicle was eventually dislodged.  



Wed. Mar 18
 ACTIVITIES

NSSWD Referendum 
Advance Poll. 
Advance voting opportunity for 
St. Mary Lake water treatment 
plant referendum for eligible 
NSSWD ratepayers. Community 
Gospel Chapel. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Wednesday Night Poker. 
Hosted by Albert, sign up at 
6:30 p.m. The Local.
SongJam. 
A 21st-century pub sing-along 
to vocal and instrumental back-
ing tracks. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 
p.m. 

Thur. Mar 19
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

James & Jamesy in High Tea. 
Expect tea, merriment and 
an outpouring of audience 
escapades when James & 
Jamesy bring their new critically 
acclaimed show to ArtSpring. 
8 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee. 
Regular business meeting at 
Lions Hall starts at 9:30 a.m., 
with town hall session at 12 
noon.
Alanon. 
For friends and family of alco-
holics. All welcome. At Our Lady 
of Grace Catholic Church rear 
annex. 12 noon.
Stay & Play Drop-In. 
A drop-in program for parents 
and caregivers and their chil-
dren aged 0-6. Family Place. 
12:30 to 3 p.m. 

Fri. Mar 20
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
James & Jamesy in High Tea. 
See Thursday’s listing. ArtSpring. 
8 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Stay & Play Drop-In. 
A drop-in for parents and 
caregivers and their children 
aged 0-6. Family Place, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 
StoryTime. 
StoryTime is a free, interactive 
every Friday program for chil-
dren and families particularly 
suited for children 3 to 6 years 
of age. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
The Radicle Seed Library. 
Every Friday through April 24. 
Salt Spring Public Library - 
Room 103. Noon to 2 p.m.
Games Night. 
An evening of board games 
and other interactive games, 
facilitated by Bryan Dubien. Salt 
Spring Island Public Library. 6 
to 9 p.m.
Dance Temple Community 
Equinox Celebration. 
With musical guests Andy 
Ramesh Meyers, Suzanne Gay, 
Ananda Sinclair, and Blair 
Francis Armstrong with house 
DJs Cedar Soulfeather and 
Naomi Jason. Mahon Hall. 7 to 
10 p.m.

Sat. Mar 21
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

James & Jamesy in High Tea. 
Duo perform new critically-
acclaimed show at ArtSpring 
two final times. Matinee 2 p.m. 
and evening show 8 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

SSI Roller Derby.
The Committed Vs. Pow! Town 
+ VI All Stars vs. Grave Danger. 
GISS gym. Doors at 5 p.m. and 
whistle at 6 p.m. 
Book Launch: Chelsea 
Rooney. 
Vancouver author Chelsea 
Rooney speaks about her pro-
voking novel Pedal. Salt Spring 
Island Public Library. 1 p.m.
Every Drop Counts 
Rainwater Harvesting Tour. 
A tour of Salt Spring homes 
with water collection systems. 
Tours every half hour beginning 
at 12 noon. Find map of loca-
tions at ssiwatercouncil.com.

Sun. Mar 22
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Turning Point Ensemble. 
Vancouver’s dynamic 17-mem-
ber chamber ensemble presents 
Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite, 
Saint-Saens’ Carnival of the 
Animals and more from the 
early 20th century. ArtSpring. 
2:30 p.m. Specialty coffee tast-
ing with Salt Spring Coffee at 
1:30 p.m. 

Sun. Mar 22
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Cari Burdett’s Magnolia CD 
Release Concert.
Joined by Miles Black, piano; 
Richard Moody, violin; Sean 
Drabitt, bass; Marc Atkinson, 
guitar; Kelby MacNayr, percus-
sion for an all-ages matinee. All 
Saints’ Church. 3 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Water Fair. 
Entertainment, booths, work-
shops, kids’ zone and more. Salt 
Spring Farmers’ Institute.10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Unitarian Fellowship. 
Monthly singing service with 
Barb Slater. Salt Spring Seniors 
Services Society. 10:30 a.m.
Pickleball. 
Every Sunday at Fulford Hall. 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Red Court Tennis. 
Indoors at Centre Court every 
Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Rollerblading. 
All ages. Many sets of blades 
available for use. Fulford Hall. 
2:30 to 4 p.m. 

Mon. Mar 23
 ACTIVITIES

PARC Spring Break 
Adventure Camp.
March 23-26 all-day camp 
for ages 6-12 begins today. 
Pre-register at SS PARC office 
at Portlock Park, or call 250-
537-4448. 

Mon. Mar 23
 ACTIVITIES

Basic Foodsafe Course.
At the Harbour House Hotel 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Call Sheri at 250-537-1883 to 
register.
Dance Temple Monday 
Nights. 
The Dance Temple Collective 
offers body- based guidance 
and teachings in new class. 
Ganges Yoga Studio. 7 to 9 p.m.

Tues. Mar 24
 ACTIVITIES

Pickleball at Fulford Hall. 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon.
Spring Break Camp at the 
Library. 
Sessions for ages 4-7 from 10:30 
a.m. to noon and ages 8-12 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Pre-registration 
required. 
Tech Tutoring With John. 
Tuesdays at 2, 3 and 4 p.m. Salt 
Spring Island Public Library.
ToddlerTime. 
Stories, rhymes and simple 
activities best suited for children 
aged 3 and under. Salt Spring 
Library. 2 to 2:30 p.m.

Wed. Mar 25
 ACTIVITIES

NSSWD Referendum 
Advance Poll. 
Advance voting opportunity for 
St. Mary Lake water treatment 
plant referendum for eligible 
NSSWD ratepayers. Community 
Gospel Chapel. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Salt Spring Garden Club. 
Guest speaker for March is Rose 
McCulley, also known as the Bee 
Lady. Meaden Hall. 7 p.m.
Spring Break Camp at the 
Library. 
See Tuesday’s listing.
SongJam. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 
Wednesday Night Poker. 
See last Wednesday’s listing. 

Send your submissions to 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 

drop them off at the Driftwood office. 

Published in the first Driftwood 
of each month! 

Brought to you By SaunDerS SuBaru.

getnoticed
board

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

  CINEMA

• The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge out of Water — SpongeBob SquarePants, the 
world’s favourite sea-dwelling invertebrate, comes ashore to our world for his most 
super-heroic adventure yet.

• Special event on Thursday, March 26 to honour Tim O’Connor and John Dolman 
after 19 years of running Island Star Video. Comedy movie Rat Race will be screened. 
Advance tickets at SS Books. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Here’s Looking at You — a juried exhibition of work by Salt Spring artists that 
explores the notion of personal identity runs daily at ArtSpring from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
until March 29. Also on exhibit is Who Are You Anyway?, a related collection of “selfies” 
submitted by members of the public and then curated as a video art installation by 
four Gulf Islands Secondary School students.

• Aperture — A photography show by islanders with disabilities is at the GIFTS 
building (152 McPhillips Ave.) weekdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. until March 27. 

• Bill Underwood holds a photography exhibition called Outposts at Fernwood Road 
Cafe until April 11.

• Brought to the Light — The Watercolour Art of Lorne Shantz is featured at Salt 
Spring Gallery until April 3. 

• Nicola Wheston exhibits paintings in a show called Stuff at Duthie Gallery until 
April 1, with the gallery open on Saturdays and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. or by 
appointment.

• The Salt Spring Library Program Room exhibit for March is The Gathering: A 
Presentation of Art Glass on Salt Spring Island. 

• Members of the Salt Spring Painters Guild display new work in the ArtSpring 
lobby until March 27. The life drawing group will also present some of their works.

• Julianna Slomka’s artwork is on exhibit at Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe in Ganges. 
• Judy McPhee has an exhibit of photographs during the month of March at Country 

Roasters cafe.
• Heidi Van Impe’s oil paintings are on display at Island Savings. 
• Doug Rhodes’ photos are hanging at Penny’s Pantry. 
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107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

imagine - comfort on wheels

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan      Mon.-Sat. 9-5pm
1-800-593-5303     Sun. 11-4pm

www.driftwood-
gul� slands

media.com/calen-
dar/events/

view our online 
comprehensive 

interactive 
calendar of events 

listings

we are YOUR 
go-to-place for 

everything 
happening on 

Salt Spring

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

 March 20th to 24th  
Fri. to Tues. 7pm 

Sun. 4 matinee and 7pm

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

 March 20th to 24th  
Fri. to Tues. 7pm 

1hr 33 mins
Rating: G

Special Event  Thursday 
March 26th 7pm

Thanks for the memories 
Tim & John!

The video of choice? “Rat Race”. 
 Bring your stories for after the movie!

TICKETS ONLY ALAILABLE AT 
SALT SPRING BOOKS

www.driftwoodgul� slandsmedia.com/calendar/events/

view our online 
comprehensive 

interactive calendar of 
events listings

YOUR go-to-place 
for everything happening 

on Salt Spring

www.driftwoodgul� slandsmedia.com/calendar/events/
view our online comprehensive 

interactive calendar of events listings

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service 250-537-1522

Salt Spring 
Water Fair
Sunday, March 22

SS Farmers’ Ilnstitute
10am - 3pm



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com   WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2015 |  17

D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
for his column, 

Streets of 
Salt Spring 

Island.

If you have 
information on any 

of our streets, 
please contact 

us at: 
250-537-9933 or 

dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
for his column, 
Streets of 
Salt Spring 
Island.

If you have 
information on any 
of our streets, 
please contact 
us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty is looking for 
material for his column, 
Streets of 
Salt Spring Island

D.W. Salty is looking for 
material for his column, 

Streets of 
Salt Spring Island

If you have information 
on any of our streets, 
please contact us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have information on 
any of our streets, please
contact us at: 250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty is looking for 
material for his column, 
Streets of 
Salt Spring Island

D.W. Salty is looking for material for 
his column, 
Streets of Salt Spring Island

D.W. Salty is looking for material for 
his column, 

Streets of Salt Spring Island

D.W. Salty is looking for 
material for his column, 
Streets of 
Salt Spring Island

If you have information on any of 
our streets, please contact us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have information on any of our 
streets, please contact us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have information on any of our 
streets, please contact us at: 

250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

If you have information 
on any of our streets, 
please contact us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

D.W. Salty is looking 
for material for his 
column, 

Streets of 
Salt Spring 

Island
If you have information 

on any of our streets, 
please contact us at: 

250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

people&community
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  

communitycommunity

Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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Are you an artist or cultural worker active in promoting arts and culture in 
your community? If so, BC Culture Days invites you to apply to be the next 
BC Culture Days Ambassador!

The top finalist will win a trip to the National Congress on Culture  in Edmonton, 
May 7 & 8, 2015 and $2,500 towards the production of their Culture Days 
event, September 25-27, 2015! In addition, up to 10 finalists will be awarded 
$1,000 towards production of Culture Days events in their community.  
Deadline: April 13, 2015

For submission criteria and guidelines or details on upcoming  Culture Days 
information sessions, please visit BC.CultureDays.ca

To register your 2015 Culture Days event visit CultureDays.ca

Call for BC Artists 
and Cultural Workers

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British Columbia.

Photo: Sara Machtaler

ENTERPRISE

Unique island � air returns to tempt Vancouver crowds
Salt Spring in the City 
runs March 27-29

For its second year, Salt Spring in 
the City — a kind of village market 
meets art show — will return to 
Vancouver to showcase the trea-
sures and fl avours of the Salish Sea. 

Visitors to Vancouver’s Heritage 
Hall from March 27 to 29 will get 
to experience food and fashion, 
paintings and pottery, wine and 
crafts, and a sense of nostalgia for 
the West Coast’s homesteading, 
handcrafted, Bohemian heritage. 
The experience should be more 
than enough to tempt many of 
those guests to return the favour 
with a future visit to the source of 
these treasures.

Coordinators explain the first 
edition of Salt Spring in the City 
in 2014 was the brain-child of a 
dedicated and inspired group of 
Salt Spring market vendors who 
wanted to find a way of bringing 
the magic that is the “Salt Spring 
experience” to those who have yet 
to discover it.  

“They had the dream of creat-
ing an event featuring many of the 
most talented artists working on 
our island home. This early group 
of volunteers put in countless 
hours of their blood sweat and tears 
and the result was a hugely suc-
cessful fi rst show.”

On the heels of that initial success, 
a company of fi ve women formed 
together as the “offi cial producers” 
of an ongoing enterprise. Together 

they have been working over the 
past year to develop something 
unique: a branded event featuring 
the best art, craft and food the West 
Coast has to offer. 

“The level of artistic merit that 
exists on our island is what sets us 
apart as a community,” the produc-
ers state. “We are wives, mothers, 
community members, artists and 
business owners, and we feel proud 

to call this magical Salt Spring Island 
our home.”

Julie MacKinnon is an award- 
winning clay artist, whose studies 
in architecture strongly influence 
her designs in high-fi red porcelain 
tableware. MacKinnon has run her 
Salt Spring pottery studio for 10 
years and her work has been exhib-
ited Canada-wide and collected 
internationally. 

Zandra Stratford’s assertive 
abstract pa intings employ vibrant, 
almost masculine blocks of impact-
ful colour. Stratford studied print-
making at the Victoria College of Art, 
after more than a decade’s experi-
ence as an advertising art director. 

Cheyenne Goh is a co-owner of 
Black Sheep Books and Salt Spring 
Tweed, where she upcycles jackets 
and thrift-store finds into one-of-
a-kind bags and accessories. She 
worked as a craft consultant with 
UN agencies in South East Asia and 
co-owned and ran tropical spas in 
Indonesia and China before set-
tling in Canada. She was one of Salt 
Spring in the City’s founding pro-
ducers.

Deanna Milligan is the designer 
of Cherry Blossom Eco Clothing. 
She silkscreens artwork by hand on 
original garments. Often her design 
inspiration is coloured by her back-
ground in the fi lm industry. Cherry 
Blossom is part of the Salt Spring 
Studio Tour and has exhibited in Las 
Vegas, Toronto, Calgary and Van-
couver.

Rachel Hughes is a self-pro-
claimed “fibre addict.” She aban-
doned her early career in the health 
care fi eld and moved west with her 
family to pursue her true love: art. 
Her explorations in the world of 
design and fi bre art are what led her 
to develop her business End of Her 
Rope, creating stylish and wearable 
accessories.

The producers represent just a 
sample of the talent that will be 
making the trek to Vancouver to 

ENVIRONMENT 

School makes run at Green Games
Watershed monitoring 
project collects votes

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Students at Salt Spring Centre 
School are hoping to prove the mer-
its of a year-long watershed moni-
toring project and potentially fund 
future research by participating in 
the B.C. Green Games contest spon-
sored by Science World.

The Watershed Wardens proj-
ect led by Grade 3 teacher Katha-
rine Byers involves multiple plat-
forms and learning objectives, and 
includes partnerships with the Salt 
Spring Conservancy and Salt Spring 
Water Preservation Society. It’s just 
one of the school projects under 
consideration for a $1,000 cash prize. 
Ten elementary schools and 10 sec-
ondary schools across the province 
will be awarded for their environ-
mental efforts.

“Right now it’s just great to think 
our work is out there. The students 
are very proud,” Byers said.

The place-based project encour-
ages students to feel greater connec-
tion to their environment through 

intensive study and experiences. 
This involves collecting data every 
month from Blackburn Creek, which 
runs through the school property. 
Recently the group hosted a water 
conference and shared data with the 
Salt Spring Water Preservation Soci-
ety, which in turn offered some water 
monitoring and collection tips.

A partnership with the Salt Spring 
Conservancy has helped bolster the 
school’s research projects on the ani-
mals that live near the creek and at 
the conservancy’s Blackburn Nature 
Reserve next door. Students have 
also helped in a restoration project 
at the reserve by planting live cot-
tonwood and willow stakes  —  twice.

“The fi rst lot we planted we didn’t 
protect, so they became beaver 
snacks,” Byers explained.

Conservancy members are 

interacting further with the school 
through a new Stewards in Training 
project on the red-legged frog, which 
is similar to the ongoing heron proj-
ect at Salt Spring Elementary. 

“The watershed project is inte-
grating many curriculum areas — 
our writing, math, science . . . We 
even wrote a parody of The 12 Days 
of Christmas about our creatures 
from our research project which we 
performed at our winter concert,” 
Byers said.

Professionally qualified judges 
will evaluate all the green games 
entries based on three qualities: 
environmental responsibility, cre-
ativity and innovation, and commu-
nication. Judging is taking place this 
month and schools are expected to 
know the results by the end of April. 
Salt Spring elementary and Pender 
schools are past prize recipients.

Island residents can also partici-
pate by watching the school’s video 
submission under projects at www.
bcgreengames.ca and then voting 
for the Viewer’s Choice award. One 
vote can be made each day up until 
March 31. There will be four $500 
prizes for the teams with the most 
votes. 

bring their work to a wider audience 
and promote their island home. The 
green, pastoral paradise of forests, 
beaches and wineries serves as inspi-
ration for woodworkers, designers, 
jewellers and potters, artisanal chee-
semakers and preservers, weavers 
and painters, artists and foodies.

Partial proceeds from admission 
will go to Save-On-Meats’ Sandwich 
Token Program, which helps those in 
need. Heritage Hall is at 3102 Main St.

For more information, visit 
saltspringinthecity.com.

“The � rst lot we planted 
we didn’t protect, so they 
became beaver snacks.” 
KATHARINE BYERS
SSCS teacher

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Salt Spring in the City producers, from left, Zandra Stratford, Julie MacK-
innon, Rachel Hughes, Cheyenne Goh and Deanna Milligan are prepar-
ing for another great event in Vancouver next weekend.
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

mar 18
#1 PAGE

ROTATE   
DONE FOR 
mar 18

FERRY PICKUP AT CROFTON

250-246-4674
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FREE CONSULTATION

The
Happy

Denturist
Brian Harris
30 YEARS OF COMPETENT 

& FRIENDLY SERVICE

• COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICES
• IN-HOUSE LAB
• SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS

no referralnecessary

• PARTIAL DENTURES
• DENTURES OVER IMPLANTS
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.
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Automotive
    Services Ltd.

AutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotive
Johnson’s

BCAA APPROVED REPAIR FACILITY

     SALT SPRING ISLAND

250.537.2023 #1-156 Alders Ave.

Arthur Guest
President

Insurance Advisor

T 1-877-830-7000
C 604-999-5607
F 250-537-4008
arthur@saltspringinsurance.ca
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TrADITIONAL PrACTICEs

Clam garden restoration underway
Importance of 
co-management 
illustrated by project 

By Kiah Schaepe and 
emily pottS
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D 

There is a common mis-
conception that First Nations 
were hunter-gatherers pas-
sively shaped by their envi-
ronment. 

It is becoming increas-
ingly common knowledge 
that for thousands of years 
coastal First Nations active-
ly managed their resources 
and landscapes. They acted 
as stewards of the land, pro-
moting ecological health and 
diversity of the environment. 
Some of these forms of man-
agement included the use of 
fire, tilling, pruning, weeding, 
transplanting, selective har-
vesting and enclosures. 

Although resource extrac-
tion and ecological health 
are usually seen as mutually 
exclusive, most traditional 
management practices facili-
tate ecosystem health. Clam 
gardens are an example of 
this long-standing relation-
ship. 

Today, we live in a mosaic 
of cultural landscapes. The 
problem is that many of 
these ecosystems require 
continual management in 
order to persist. In the last 
150 years, since coloniza-
tion, not only have ecosys-
tems been degraded, but 
many cultural practices have 
become highly endangered, 
or worse, lost. This is not only 
a threat to traditional knowl-
edge and culture, but to the 
ecosystems that were man-
aged as well. 

Without human interven-
tion, many of these systems 
would not exist. The resto-
ration of these ecosystems 
requires the restoration of 
the human-ecological rela-
tionship as well. In pursuing 
a holistic restoration pro-
cess, ecological and cultural 
health could potentially be 
returned. 

Looking at the intertidal 
ecosystems of the Gulf 
Islands, it may be hard to 
imagine that not far under 
the water lies the remains of 
a highly managed harvesting 
system designed thousands 
of years ago by local First 
Nations. These traditionally 
managed ecosystems are 
known today as clam gar-
dens. Although the knowl-
edge of these clam gardens 
was never fully lost, they have 
only recently come to light in 
western understanding.

Clam gardens are human-
designed intertidal terraces. 
They consist of rock walls 
built at the low tide mark. 
These walls collected sedi-
ment and nutrients as the 
tide went in and out, creating 
an ideal environment for the 

growth of shellfish. Building 
of the rock walls took col-
laboration, timing, hard work 
and knowledge. By family-
based efforts, this procedure 
had to occur quickly and effi-
ciently. In order to maintain 
the garden, the clams had 
to be frequently harvested. 
This produced a food source 
for First Nations, oxygenated 
the soil and removed com-
petition among the clams, 
increasing their size and 
abundance. Most clam gar-
dens are found at the mouths 
and edges of bays and range 
from Alaska down the coast 
of British Columbia and into 
Washington state.

Two clam garden restora-
tion projects are currently 
underway on Salt Spring 
Island and Russell Island. 
These projects will involve 
collaboration of the WSÁNEC 
and Cowichan First Nations 
as well as stakeholders that 
include Royal Roads Univer-
sity and Parks Canada. 

These projects are unique 
in that they will make use of 
both traditional and scien-
tific knowledge. The use of 
various knowledge systems 
will allow for creativity and 
ingenuity. This project is a 
pivotal point in terms of co-
management and incorpo-
rating traditional knowledge 
in restoration projects. 

The restoration of these 
clam gardens is significant 
in working towards restoring 
the health of an ecosystem as 
well as traditional practices. 
Including traditional prac-
tices and stewardship in the 
restorative efforts provides 

an opportunity for indig-
enous peoples to interact 
with their traditional land, 
carrying out traditional prac-
tices and engaging in cultural 
activities. The active har-
vesting of shellfish in clam 
gardens helps to improve 
the health of the ecosystem 
and yields a higher density 
of clams, compared to areas 
that have been left unwalled. 

The modification of slope 
is a common feature among 
clam gardens. This keeps 
abandoned clam gardens 
yielding enhanced shellfish 
production even if they have 
not been actively tended for 
a hundred years. Through the 
alteration of slope in the soft-
sediment beaches, the ter-
races create optimal intertid-
al habitats rich in nutrients. 
In creating these soft-sedi-
ment clam beaches, it was 
thought that the sediments 
would settle and enhance the 
shellfish productivity, similar 
to the action of nutrients in 
the soil of common gardens.

The retention of water in 
the altered slope of the clam 
garden can also increase 
temperatures in the spring 
and summer seasons, pro-
m o t i n g  p h y t o p l a n k t o n 
growth rates that aid in sec-
ondary production. With 
this increase of shellfish, 
biodiversity also increases. 
Monitoring seabird popu-
lations, land predators and 
other marine life within the 
new restored area provide 
indicators of the effects that 
shellfish populations may 
have on the intertidal eco-
systems. 

In interviewing residents 
of Salt Spring Island, many 
recurr ing themes were 
brought up. People com-
monly expressed concern 
about the decline of shellfish 
over the last decade. While 
some people had heard of 
clam gardens in other parts 
of the world, many people 
had no idea they existed in 
their backyard. While knowl-
edge of the restoration proj-

ect was not common, enthu-
siasm and approval were 
popular responses once the 
project was described. Col-
laborative restoration proj-
ects such as these require 
development. Often a year or 
two of networking is required 
to establish the relationships 
necessary to support a suc-
cessful project. The past two 
years were spent establish-
ing these relationships, even 
though remaining relatively 
“off the radar,” in support of 
the actual restoration efforts 
that will begin this summer.

The restoration of these 
two clam gardens on Salt 
Spring Island provides a 
means of bringing commu-
nity together where elders 
and youth can facilitate the 
passage of knowledge. Addi-
tionally, the restoration of 
these clam gardens can help 
address the issue of shell-
fish population decline by 
resuming a reliable tradition-
al management practice. 

Understanding and pay-
ing attention to the food sys-
tems that worked effectively 
for thousands of years fos-
ters opportunities for col-
laborating with traditional 
knowledge holders in restor-
ing these areas. By bringing 
these projects to light, we 
can promote greater under-
standing and respect for 
how traditional manage-
ment systems are beneficial 
to future restorative efforts. 
This, in turn, can reshape 
the way we think about and 
interact with our environ-
ment as well as each other, 
across cultures. 

If you wish to learn more 
about the current restora-
tion project occurring on 
Salt Spring Island, please 
visit Parks Canada’s web-
site at http://www.pc.gc.ca/
eng/pn-np/bc/gulf/natcul/
natcul6/natcul6b.aspx. 

The writers are undergrad-
uate students in the Faculty 
of Biology and Environmen-
tal Studies at UVic. 

People commonly 
expressed concern 
about the decline of 
shellfish over the last 
decade. 

PHoto bY KIAH SCHAEPE

terraced beach area, at left in photo, is part of a Russell Island clam restoration project.
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Magic Touch Carpet Cleaning
Gulf Island Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

Residential ~ Commercial ~ Boats ~ RV
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3202-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Grace Point Square

sarah@sarahcarty.ca

250.538.1600 www.sarahcarty.ca

It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

$647,500  Truly a rare find... this immaculate 1995 square foot home sits on a flat and private 3.31 acre lot with an incredible 750 square foot attached triple garage (studio in one bay) with a large basement 
workshop. If that isn’t enough this incredible custom home features a magnificent open concept floor plan with large south facing windows.  The main floor features a beautiful “country” kitchen, dining, 
living rooms and two generous size bedrooms, 4 piece washroom, laundry/mud room plus the master bedroom with en suite and walk-in-closet. The basement has a 676 square foot workshop a hobbyist 
dream come true. This home can accommodate any family and or retired couple who need room for family/friends! Definitely one to put on your short list.

$169,000 Don’t miss this chance to buy a commercial building in Fulford village on Salt Spring 
Island.  Instead of leasing commercial space buy your own building.  This sweet building could 
be used for any number of business.   The building has water but no sewer hookup.  One could 
put in a composting toilet.  The building is approx 560 Sq Ft, the lot it is sitting on is approx 653 
Sq Ft.  Why lease when you can buy!

$199,000  Close to town building lots with big potential harbour view from lot. Piped water with 
almost level building site make this 1.5 acre lot an ideal lot to build your dream home on Salt 
Spring Island. Driveway in place with older septic system that might work for temp RV hook up.

$599,000 Exuding a sophisticated yet casual air, this quality-built (and renovated) one level open 
plan home offers 3 bedrms, 2 bathrms, plus a den and separate studio, is located close to walking trails 
in a desirable west side neighbourhood.  With generous outdoor living spaces, sunny professionally 
landscaped gardens with raised beds, and views down Sansum Narrows, this craftsman home 
features a gorgeous custom kitchen, granite countertops, hardwood and tile floors, high quality 
carpeting, vaulted ceilings, custom fir cabinetry and built-ins, two sets of French doors, gorgeous 
windows, and two fireplaces.  Separate laundry area, high end appliances, and numerous special 
touches make this a value-laden, easy-lifestyle offering.

$205,000  On a quiet dead end road lies this easy to build on ocean view lot. This .28 acre ocean 
view building lot serviced with sewer and community piped water eliminating the need for 
costly septic system and well installation & maintenance. Excellent sun exposure and ideal for a 
2 story home to maximize on the ocean and island vistas. In a quiet neighbourhood enjoying the 
convenience of transit bus service . A short stroll to the beach, cafe and the Fernwood dock. 5th 
wheel RV trailer with temp power pole in place could be included in the price bring your offers. 

Scan the QR code 
to get a real time 
Salt Spring map 
with all the listings.

Scott Simmons  250-538-8316
email: saltspring@yahoo.com  •  www.SaltSpringRE.com

Salt Spring Island Representatives for

One Percent Realty
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

250.526.2626

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

paul@paulzolob.com

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

REVISE

watEr faIr 

Cabaret-style trade show toasts water 
Organizers promise 
something for everyone

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Dry weather and below-normal res-
ervoir levels in July 2014 pushed the 
North Salt Spring Waterworks District 
to implement voluntary water restric-
tions. 

Summer had only just begun, but 
the season was already well on its 
way to ranking among the 10 dri-
est years in nearly four decades. The 
water district’s request for voluntary 
restrictions stayed in effect for three 
months. 

Faced with the prospect of anoth-
er dry year, NSSWD staff and board 
members are getting ready to intro-
duce a water restriction bylaw to regu-
late when and how much water the 
district’s 5,000 clients can use when 
the water begins to dry up.

Heightened concern over water 
supply encouraged Sharon Bywater, 
a member of the Highland and Fern-
wood Water Service Area, to suggest 
holding an event to promote water 
conservation.

“She presented this as a cool idea 
and everybody liked it, but we didn’t 
do much about it,” said Suzan Cham-
ney, Salt Spring Island Water Council 
coordinator.

Fast forward nearly six months and 
the group is preparing to host one of 
the biggest celebrations of water that 
the island has ever seen. 

“Everybody took their piece of the 
pie and went off in different direc-
tions to bring this together,” Chamney 
said. “We sort of want it to be like the 
Fall Fair of water.”

Besides a Saturday, March 21 tour of 
select Salt Spring rainwater harvest-
ing installations, Water Fair weekend 
features a day-long, entertainment-
infused trade show on Sunday, March 
22 at the Farmers’ Institute.

Doors open at 10 a.m. with work-

shops starting at 10:30. Topics will 
include water security, garden irri-
gation systems, growing more food 
with less water and the permaculture 
approach to swale construction.

Entertainment for younger partici-
pants will continue all day, with fea-
tures like a water poetry wall, colour-
ing table, music, kids parade, readings 
and a puppet performance.

“We thought that it  was really 
important to have things for kids. If we 
can entertain the kids, we can make it 

a family event,” Chamney said. “The 
point of the fair is that there’s some-
thing everyone can do.”

The events will feature informa-
tion booths hosted by local non-
profit and government agencies that 
have helped host the event, and local 
retailers.

The event is a collaborative effort 
sponsored by the Salt Spring Island 
Water Council, Salt Spring Island 
Watershed Protection Authority, Salt 
Spring Island Water Preservation 
Society, Cusheon Lake Stewardship 
Association and North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District.

A complete schedule of events is 
available at www.ssiwatercouncil.
com. 

Participants in Saturday’s Every 
Drop Counts Rainwater Harvesting 
Tour can download a tour map from 
the site or grab a hard copy at the 
visitor information centre in Ganges, 
Natureworks and Windsor Plywood.

PHOtO bY SEAN MCINtYRE

From left, Peter Lamb, Cate McEwen, Sharon bywater, Suzan Chamney and Doreen 
Hewitt work on details for this weekend’s Water Fair. 

HuMour

Here’s a tip for you to chew on 
Of all the social niceties we observe in our day-to-day 

lives, few are more confusing than the one called “tip-
ping.”

Tips. An acronym, one folk tale tells us, that stands for 
To Insure Personal Service. The French call it a “pour-
boire,” meaning “Hey bartender . . . have a drink on me.” 
Other cultures, other names — baksheesh, lagniappe, 
perk or to be perfectly crass about it — bribe.

I go up to the counter and place my order in a Victoria 
coffee shop. The cashier punches it in, then spins the 
electronic sales pad around for insertion of my credit 
card. “ADD A TIP” the screen commands me and offers three 
options: 15, 20 or 30 per cent.

Umm, actually, seeing as how I wasn’t occupying a table or 
engaging the services of an actual waiter and all I wanted was a 
lousy cup of coffee, I was thinking more along the lines of . . . zero 
per cent.

But there isn’t a button for that.
There’s a line-up behind me. The cashier is humming and drum-

ming her fingers. Like a putz I cave and punch in 20 per cent.
That comes to a tip of half a buck for a cup of coffee.
Which is downright loony considering there’s a newspaper deliv-

ery guy who gets up at the crack of dawn six days a week to make 
sure I’ve got my morning paper. There’s a postal person who slogs 
through rain, sleet and whatever else the weather gods can sling at 
her to deliver my mail. Sure, they get a piece of Christmas cake and 
a card when Yuletide rolls around, but that’s not quite the same as a 
cash stipend every time they serve me. 

I tip my taxi driver but not my bus driver, the parking valet but 

not my dry cleaner. If life was fair and folks got 
paid for services rendered, I’d have showered 
20-dollar bills on the captain and crew of Westjet 
flight 154 last week — they brought me safely 
down to earth from 30,000 feet! All I gave them 
was a cheesy “Thanks, eh?” as I filed off the plane.

When I stay in a hotel I leave a tip for cham-
bermaids I’ll never meet, but I wouldn’t think of 
slipping a fiver to my bank clerk who corrects my 
lousy math and reminds me of my account num-

ber several times a week.
It’s against the law to tip in an Australian casino or in an Ameri-

can government office. Offer a tip in Beijing and you’ll be frowned 
at; do it in Hong Kong and you’ll get a big smile. Pay for a New York 
cab ride with a credit card and you’ll get three tip options: 20 per 
cent, 25 per cent or 30 per cent. Thirty percent? Who makes these 
crazy rules?

Probably an American. When it comes to slipping “a little some-
thing” to your server, Americans wrote the book. You can sit in a 
London pub all afternoon and chat with the bartender. He’ll be 
embarrassed if you try to tip him. In America, not so much.

I learned that the hard way in a Buffalo tap room. There I was 
slurping Diet Cokes and scarfing free peanuts, chatting with the 
bartender. “Where ya from?” he asked me after my fourth of fifth 
Coke. “Canada,” I told him.

“Really?” he said polishing a glass. “So what’s the difference 
between a Canadian and a canoe?”

I told him I had no idea. He pushed a saucer of peanuts toward 
me and whispered “A canoe tips.”

Wit & WHimsy

Arthur
Black

“We thought it was really 
important to have things 
for kids.” 
SUzAN CHAMNEY
SSI Water Council 
coordinator
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Partnering with the True Sport Foundation, since 2011. 

ACF has granted over $48,000 to local organizations for projects 

that support community development through sport, 

including its most recent grant for sports equipment for the 

Harry Sayers Elementary School Powerhours After-School Program.

COMMUNITY MAKES YOU.
YOU MAKE YOUR COMMUNITY.

THE 
FOUNDATION 

of my community 
starts with 

you and me . . .

The future health of our island’s beautiful and fragile ecosystems rests 

with our youth, which is why the Salt Spring Island Foundation funded 

stream restoration at Phoenix Elementary School and the Salt Spring 

Island Conservancy’s Stewards in Training program. And, with an 

eye to the future, we also assisted in protecting environmentally 

signifi cant lands at Blackburn Lake and Mt. Erskine.
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you and me...
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KESHUA WELCH, PHOENIX ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL STREAM RESTORATION
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EXHIBITIONs

Galiano photo show launched
Henny Schnare and 
subjects explore 
‘innovation’

Galiano photographer Henny 
Schnare is shining the spotlight 
on her fellow islanders with a 
new photo exhibit featuring writ-
ten submissions by the subjects.

In putting together The Spirit 
of Innovation . . . In Their Own 
Words, Schnare asked people 
to answer the question: “What 
does innovation mean to you — 
and in what ways do you believe 
we can innovate and shape the 
future of our Gulf Islands?” 

“Galiano is full of interesting 
people. So let’s ask ourselves an 

interesting question,” Schnare 
suggested.

Writings on the topic of inno-
vation become the captions for 
more than 30 portraits in the 
exhibition. One of the people to 
take up the challenge was Ben 
Miltner, the owner and operator 
of Gulf Island Kayaking. 

“On Galiano and the Gulf 
Islands, ‘Innovation’ is often 
exper ienced as  ‘deter mina-
tion and patience of a possible 
dream’ while supporting your-
self with another job, as much 
as the viability of the dream! Ask 
any local artist or artisan and 
they will tell you,” Miltner writes 
in his submission.

Miltner goes on to describe 
forming his business after a mis-

guided attempt to offer ocean-
going canoe tours.

“I adapted (i.e. innovated) 
my original dream to a more 
expensive and wholly untried 
offering of sea kayaks, right here 
on Galiano. Gulf Island Kayak-
ing was born in the spring of 
1985 in an era when banks 
regularly redlined the island as 
“No Loans” without real estate 
or business equity,” he writes. 
“Yup, I bought myself a used 
double and single kayak, and 
taught myself to paddle.”

The exhibition shows at the 
Galiano South Hall through to 
Wednesday, March 25.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
contact  Schnare at  henny@
galianogulfislands.ca.

sALT sPrING PUBLIC LIBrArY

Fall releases ready for discovery
New shelves hold 
many treasures

By Maggie WarBey
D r i f t w o o D  C o n t r i b u t o r 

Right now is a grand 
time to check out the New 
Shelves at the Library. 

Many of the great 
new releases that were 
ordered in the fall are 
now ready on the shelves, 
waiting for you to explore 
and enjoy. Also, don’t 
miss the New Book and 
Staff Choices kiosks near 
the front lobby.

Extreme Mean: Trolls, 
Bullies and Predators 
Online is a timely and 
infor mational  book 
aimed at parents and 
educators.  The author 
investigates real cyber 
assaults on vulnerable 
individuals, and looks for 
ways to protect internet 
users from verbal and 
physical abuse. This book 
is a powerful voice alert-
ing the public to online 
crimes and urging all of 
us to take action now to 
protect both the potential 
victims and our rights to 
freedom of speech.

Where Do Camels 

Belong? Why Invasive 
Species Aren’t All Bad is 
a fascinating study that 
details the evolution of 
several ‘invasive’ species, 
from their places of origin 
to their current habitats. 
Covering both the bad 
invaders, such as zebra 
mussels, and those such 
as harlequin ladybug 
and eucalypts that have 
adapted to and improved 
the ecology of their new 
homes, the book pro-
vides a revealing exami-
nation of the causes and 
effects, both good and 
bad, of so called “inva-
sive species.” By the way, 
camels evolved in North 
America.

The most compelling 
and horrendous book I’ve 
picked up for some time 
is Stars Between the Sun 
and Moon: One Woman’s 
Life in North Korea and 
Escape to Freedom. If life 
is only half as terrible in 
North Korea as depicted 
in this book, we in the 
West should know. The 
debasement, torture and 
abuse of people (espe-
cially women) under the 
current regime is mind 
boggling. The complicity 

of China in failing to pro-
tect and honour political 
and life-threatened refu-
gees is appalling. Hard to 
read, harder still to put 
down, this story needs to 
be heard.

The Edge of Extinc-
tion: Travels with Endur-
ing People in Vanishing 
Lands depicts the day-
to-day lives of communi-
ties and cultures on the 
very brink of extinction 

and on the very edges of 
“civilization.” The peo-
ples included in the book 
range all over the globe, 
from northern Canada, to 
California, China, Russia, 
even Great Britain. That 
peoples on the edge per-
sist, and even flourish, in 
this time and amidst the 
modern world, is in itself 
a miracle of the human 
spirit. This book asks how 
long they will be able to 
survive and suggests that 
we appreciate them while 
we can.

Of course, there is also 
a lot to read on the New 
Fiction shelf. We Are 
Pirates is the latest novel 
from Daniel Handler. 
This story brings together 
wanderlust, excitement, 
youth, age, lost treasure, 
freedom and happiness. 
While the San Fran-
cisco Bay is the setting 
for this tale of daring do 
and adventure, it is the 
strong characters, their 
interactions and their 
growth that gives mean-
ing to the tale. Reading 
about pirates is always a 
delightful way to go south 
on a wet afternoon. Wel-
come aboard.

PHoto bY JEN MACLELLAN 

fAMILY OUTING: Mia, left, and Isabelle Kerrigan volunteer with 
their grandmother Susan Stoffelsma to help make quilts at the Island 
Comfort Quilts community bee on Sunday at the Farmers’ Institute. 
thirty quilts and carry bags were completed by some 150 volunteers. 
Last year the group distributed 28 quilts to islanders suffering from a 
life-threatening illness or injury. 

GArDENING

Bee expert to visit garden club
Rose McCulley brings mason 
knowledge from Nanaimo

The Salt Spring Garden Club speaker for March is 
Rose McCulley — also known as the Bee Lady.  

“If you have been aware of the declining bee pop-
ulation and would like to encourage bees to take up 
residence in your garden, then this is the opportu-
nity for you,” explains a garden club press release. 
“Rose and her husband Jim live on a hobby farm in 

Nanaimo. Following a workshop Rose took on how 
to look after the blue orchard mason she became 
very involved in creating the right environment 
on her farm to raise mason bees. Now she con-
ducts her own workshops and loves passing on her 
knowledge to gardeners and other apiarists.”

Everything needed to get started on encouraging 
mason bees to set up house will be available at the 
meeting on Wednesday, March 25 starting at 7 p.m. 
at Meaden Hall. 

For more information about club activities, 
see www.ssigc.moonfruit.com.

The most 
compelling and 
horrendous book 
I’ve picked up for 
some time is Stars 
Between the Sun 
and Moon: One 
Woman’s Life in 
North Korea and 
Escape to 
Freedom.
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school dIstrIct

Calendar adjustment approved
Instructional days 
added to 2016 
spring break

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Gulf Islands Board 
of Education approved a 
slightly unorthodox cal-
endar for submission to 
the Ministry of Education 
during its monthly busi-
ness meeting on Wednes-
day, March 11.

A combination of a 
late-falling Labour Day, 
end-of-year provincial 
exam dates and language 
in the collective agree-
ment around when spring 
break and the final day 
of instruction can occur 
required an overhaul of 
the draft 2015-16 calen-
dar, with the result that 
spring break will be short-
er next year.

Trustees had origi-
nally considered adding 
three instructional days 
on Fridays in June 2016 
to compensate for end-
ing the school year a week 
earlier than planned, but 
heard from educators 
that would not be the best 
idea.

Fa c e d  w i t h  t h r e e 
options, Gulf Islands Sec-
ondary School principal 
Lyall Ruehlen pointed 
out that the first sug-
gestion would result in 
imbalanced semesters at 
the high school, with 71 
instructional days in the 
first compared to 77 in the 
second.

“Balancing the semes-
ters is really important to 
us,” he said, and added 
that if occurring after grad 
ceremonies and during 
nice weather, “Fridays in 
June would be very messy 
for us.” 

A  s e c o n d  o p t i o n 
involved adding three 
instructional days on Fri-
days spaced throughout 
the year. Trustees ended 
up approving the third 
option, which incorpo-
rates Easter into spring 
break but has school back 
in session from Wednes-
day through Friday dur-
ing the second week.

“It comes as close as we 
can to meeting the needs 
of what we have to work 
with in the district,” said 
Salt Spring trustee Rob 
Pingle, who tabled the 
amended motion.

The school distr ict 
s c h e d u l e d  t w o - w e e k 
spring breaks in 2005-
06 and 2007-08 when 
the provincial norm was 
for one week because of 
the way Easter fell. Since 
then, most districts have 
followed Metro Vancou-
ver in adopting a two-

week model as a cost-sav-
ing measure.

Trustees John Wakefield 
and Nancy Macdonald 
voted against the resolu-
tion. Wakefield said he 
did not believe the new 
calendar,  which was 
drafted that morning, 
had received the public 
consultation required. He 
suggested submitting the 
original draft to the min-
istry in time for the March 
31 deadline and then sub-
mitting an amendment 
after sufficient consulta-
tion on the new version.

M a c d o n a l d  s p o k e 
against the truncated 
spring break as she felt 
parents used to booking 
two-week holidays would 
do so anyway, and there-
fore the added instruc-
tional days would be lost.

The updated calen-
dar can be viewed on the 
SD64 website.

BEddIs watEr sErVIcE arEa

Beddis water service users face 2015 rate increase
Commissioners stand 
ground to minimize tax 
hike from CRD

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Rising operating costs for 
water treatment in the Beddis 
Water Service Area are to blame 
for hefty tax increases projected 
over the next two years.

The service area’s 127 ratepay-
ers will see user fees increase 
from $325 to $453 per house-
hold in 2015.  Consumption 
charges, which are determined 
by a household’s overall water 
usage, will jump 25 per cent.

Simon Wheeler, chair of the 
BWSA, presented the proposed 
rate changes to Capital Region-
al District staff at a Thursday 
meeting with CRD staff. The 

suggestion was an alternative to 
a CRD proposal to raise user fees 
to $575, a 77 per cent increase 
compared to last year’s rate.

“This will be very hard for 
many of us,” Wheeler told CRD 
staff. “Seventy-seven per cent is 
just too much.”

Because consumption rates 
are linked to a household’s water 
use, Wheeler said, splitting the 
tax burden between fixed user 
charges and consumption levels 
can ease the burden on low-
income families. By making an 
effort to conserve water, he said, 
households have a chance to 
minimize consumption charges.

Wheeler said he received at 
least two lengthy emails and 
spoke with 10 ratepayers con-
cerned about the CRD’s user 
charge increase. Five BWSA res-
idents attended the March 12 
meeting in the library’s program 
room.

A shift in how taxes are col-
lected wi l l  not  change the 
BWSA’s anticipated revenue for 
2015, Wheeler added.

The BWSA has covered dis-

solved air flotation plant oper-
ating costs with surplus funds 
left over from previous years 
since 2012.  The CRD needs 
more funding from ratepayers 
due to higher operating costs 
and smaller annual surpluses.

Commissioners want to work 
with CRD staff to lower costs 
associated with running the 
district’s DAF treatment facil-
ity. 

“ We should be looking at 
more sustainable ways for long-
term management,” said Ruth 
Waldick, one of two volunteer 
water district commissioners.

Cost of off-island disposal of 
material byproducts from the 
treatment process, for example, 
accounts for nearly 10 per cent 
of the district’s annual oper-
ating expenses. Waldick said 
this number could be lowered 
by finding an innovative way 
to use leftover filtrate on Salt 

Spring. In parts of Europe, she 
added,  water distr icts  have 
generated revenue by selling 
the f i l trat ion byproduct  as 
compost.

“There may be a way for Salt 
Spring to deal with this as a 
whole,” she said.

The BWSA covers 127 prop-
erties east of Cusheon Lake. 
The service area’s boundary 
encompasses properties  on 
Lautman Drive,  Lord Mikes 
Road,  Cusheon Lake Road, 
Creekside Drive, Lionel Cres-
cent, Wildwood Drive, and sec-
tions of Beddis Road, Cusheon 
Lake Road and Sky Valley Drive. 

Bu d g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  p re -
sented at last week’s meeting 
forecasts user charge increases 
totaling $20,000, a nearly 25 
per cent jump, for 2016.

The BWSA’s revised taxation 
proposal  is  subject  to CRD 
board approval.

GanGEs ProVIncIal court

Murakami Gardens assault trial gets underway in Ganges
Case will resume 
on May 11

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A  l o n g - a w a i t e d 
a s s a u l t  t r i a l  t h a t 
involves two residents 
of the Murakami Gar-
dens affordable hous-
ing complex began 
in Ganges Provincial 
Court last week, more 
than 18 months after 
the incident is alleged 
to have occurred.

P a u l  T h o m a s 
appeared in court on 

March 9 charged with 
assault causing bodily 
harm. He is alleged to 
have closed a car door 
on Paul “Palu” Beck-
man’s left hand during 
a dispute that dates 
back to Sept. 4, 2013.

A witness told the 
court she saw Thomas 
and Beckman arguing 
in the affordable hous-
ing complex’s parking 
lot while she drove by 
on Rainbow Road. Jen 
MacLellan testified 
she saw Thomas chase 
Beckman across the 
parking lot and throw 

what appeared to be a 
lit cigarette in his direc-
tion.

M a c L e l l a n  t o l d 
the court she turned 
her car around and 
stopped at the site to 
offer Beckman refuge 
in her car, which he 
readily accepted.

A  t h r e e - m i n u t e 
audio recording of the 
incident presented to 
the court on day two 
of the trial by RCMP 
Cpl. Martin Beards-
more reveals Thomas 
screaming and cursing 
at Beckman. Beckman 

repeats the words “get 
way from me” before 
the recording ends 
with him screaming in 
agony.

“He was on me like 
a parasite,” Beckman 
told the court. “He kept 
coming at me like a 
lunatic.”

The witness drove to 
a nearby gas station, 
where she called police 
before driving Beck-
man to Lady Minto 
Hospital, where he was 
treated for a broken fin-
ger.

Speaking in defence 

of his client, lawyer 
John Davies said Beck-
man’s history of com-
plaints about man-
agement and tenants 
at Murakami Gardens 
may have instigated 
the incident. Davies 
suggested Beckman left 
his hand in the door on 
purpose so he could file 
a criminal complaint.

Speaking from the 
witness box, Beckman 
told the court he con-
siders the allegation 
ridiculous and absurd. 

“I think that as a law-
yer person, to stoop to 

such a low degree . . . 
is kind of despicable,” 
he said.

While being ques-
tioned by Davies, Beck-
man spent  several 
hours recounting the 
motivation behind the 
complaints he made 
while living at Muraka-
mi Gardens. Beckman 
was evicted from the 
facility in 2014.

Judge Robert Higin-
botham admonished 
Davies for focusing on 
incidents unconnected 
to the charge in ques-
tion. He repeatedly 

asked Davies to steer 
questioning back on 
course.

“I am not going to 
permit you to bring 
up incidents unrelated 
to the case in order to 
unnecessarily prolong 
this already tortuous 
discussion,” he said. 
“We’re not going to go 
down every highway 
and byway to investi-
gate every complaint 
Mr. Beckman has ever 
made.”

The trial has been 
adjourned to Monday, 
May 11 at 10 a.m.

Beddis Water Service 
Area fixed user fees 

2011 - $313 

2012 - $325

2013 - $325

2014 - $325

2015 - $453

Plus $550 parcel tax 

Plus consumption charge 
(average $512 in 2014)

PHoto bY JEN MACLELLAN

ZIPPEd: bonnie Jeanne Devoe proffers duct tape to symbol-
ize the perceived chill on freedom of expression associated with 
proposed bill C-51. Devoe co-organized a rally held in Centennial 
Park on Saturday to protest the legislation. 



CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE:

MONDAY 4PM

Ages 6-12, children 5 years old who have 
completed Kindergarten are able to register.

WEEK # 1: Mon. – Thu. 8:30am – 4:30pm 
Mar. 23 – 26 $149 / 4 days.

WEEK # 2: Mon. – Thu. 8:30am – 4:30pm 
Mar. 30 – Apr. 2 $149 / 4 days.

SPRING BREAK 
ADVENTURE CAMP

Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Administration 
145 Vesuvius Bay Road, Salt Spring Island BC V8K 1K3 
P. 250.537.4448   F. 250.537.4456 

School’s out! 
Stay active over the 
break with our new 

Spring Break 
Adventure Camp. 

You will learn 
new games, 
play sports, 

make crafts and 
go swimming.

Register in person 8:30am-4:30pm or 
with a credit card over the phone

LIMITED SPACE, PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

What’s happening at your Library?
Find out at the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
3:00 p.m. Thursday, March 26, 2015

Program Room
Salt Spring Island Library

129 McPhillips Avenue, Ganges, BC

All active Library cardholders are welcome to attend 
and are eligible to vote at the meeting.

Refreshments will be served.

A resolution to amend the bylaws of the 
Association will be presented for approval by 
the members of the Association present at the 
Annual General Meeting. The full text of the 
proposed resolution will be posted in the Library, 
and on the Library’s website http://saltspring.
bc.libraries.coop/ between the publication of this 
advertisement and the Annual General Meeting.

Annual Adult (19+) passes 
ARE NOW 30% off !

Annual Youth (4-18 yrs) 
ARE NOW 35% off !

Adult = $389
Youth = $279

at

DISCOUNTED ANNUAL POOL PASSES ARE HERE!

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

STOP BY AND SWIM!

WOW! But that’s not all…
a monthly payment option 

is now available!
Adult (19+) = $32.40/mo.

Youth (4-18 yrs) = $23.25/mo.

Any questions? 
Call us at 250.537.1402

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING

Gulf Islands Seniors 
Residence Association

Saturday, April 4th, 10am
At Meadowbrook Lounge, 121 Atkins Rd.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

Call for Community Music 
Scholarship Applications

Salt Spring Singers invites community members to apply 
for a $500 scholarship toward music studies.  Preference 

will be given to candidates who intend to study voice 
and/or are members of a community or school choir.

The deadline for applications is Friday, April 25, 2015
For more information & an application package, please go to

www.saltspringsingers.org/scholarships.html
or contact John Moore at 250.653.9763 

or johnmoore@shaw.ca  

We are a complete cloth diaper 
pickup/delivery service. Once a week 

our friendly driver will arrive in our 
pink van and exchange your dirty 
cloth diapers for nice clean ones.  

Convenient and affordable, from just 
$25.55/week! We make cloth diapering 

as easy as using disposables. No 
rinsing or scraping required. You can 

enjoy more time with baby while we take care of  your 
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to 

bring our awesome service to Salt Spring! 
Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com 

or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377 
for more info or to get started! 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

CR AVERY, Mahon Hall Mar. 
27th. Songs! Burlesque! Spok-
en word! Dance! Bam!  Tickets 
$15 @ SS Books.

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

FABULOUS FLEA MARKET 
Sat. Mar. 28, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
Fulford Hall. Table rentals:  
8’ - $25, 4’ - $12.50. Delicious 
homemade food available. Info 
250-537-5482.

COMING EVENTS

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

SALT SPRING Arts Council 
Annual General Meeting  Sun-
day,Mar.29, 10am  Mahon Hall

INFORMATION

APPLY NOW: A $2,500 Pen-
ny Wise scholarship is 
available for a woman entering 
the Journalism Certifi cate Pro-
gram at Langara College in 
Vancouver. Application dead-
line April 30, 2015. Send appli-
cations to fbula@langara.bc.ca. 
More information online at: 
www.bccommunitynews.com 
/our-programs/scholarship.

DID YOU KNOW? BBB Ac-
credited Businesses contractu-
ally agree to operate by the 
BBB’s 8 Standards of Trust. 
Look for the 2014 BBB Ac-
credited Business Directory E-
edition on your Black Press 
Community Newspaper web-
site at 

www.blackpress.ca.
You can also go to 

http://vi.bbb.org/directory/ 
and click on the 2014 BBB 

Accredited Business Directory

DO YOU have a Disability? 
Physical or mental. We can 
help you get up to $40,000 
back from the Canadian Gov-
ernment. For details online:  
disabilitygroupcanada.com or 
call us today Toll-Free 1-888-
875-4787.

PERSONALS

ALL MALE Hot Gay Hookups! 
Call FREE! 1-800-462-9090. 
only 18 and over.

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare. 
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money 
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can 
help! 1-888-356-5248.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Auto Mechanic Partner
Ok Tire and Automotive, 
Terrace BC is seeking a      
licensed auto mechanic part-
ner for an OK tire      fran-
chise. E-mail:

momack@citywest.ca

HIP OR knee Replacement? 
Problems Walking or Getting 
Dressed? The Disability Tax 
Credit $1,500 Yearly Tax 
Credit. $15,000 Lump Sum 
Refund (on avg). For assis-
tance Call: 1-844-453-5372.

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
is an in-demand career in 
Canada! Employers have 
work-at-home positions 
available. Get the online train-
ing you need from an employ-
er-trusted program. Visit: 
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-
768-3362 to start training for 
your work-at-home career to-
day!

HELP WANTED

HIRING personal assist-
ant/cleaner. Professional and 
effi cient cleaner with experi-
enced required to help man-
age a household with europe-
an standards. $25/hour for the 
right person. Call 250-930- 
0030. Leave a message with 
your name and number if you 
want the position. Thanks.

MEDICAL/DENTAL

CDA/CHAIRSIDE DENTAL 
Assistant Position Available. 
Send Resume to:  Dr. Wm. E. 
Lea Box 210 Ganges P.O., 
Salt Spring Isl., BC  V8K 2V9

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

IF YOU own a home or real 
estate, Alpine Credits can lend 
you money: It’s That Simple. 
Your Credit / Age / Income is 
not an issue. 1.800.587.2161.

INFORMATION

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

LARGE FUND
Borrowers Wanted

Start saving hundreds of  
dollars today! We can easily 
approve you by phone. 1st, 
2nd or 3rd mortgage money 
is available right now. Rates 
start at Prime. Equity counts. 
We don’t rely on credit, age 
or income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or 

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

INFORMATION

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULL SERVICE Plumbing 
from Parker Dean. Fast, re-
liable, 24/7 service.  Take $50
off your next job if you present
this ad. Vancouver area. 1-
800-573-2928.

MISC SERVICES

PETS

PETS

HAMSTERS for sale, with 
cages - $25 each. For more in-
fo. Call Abby @ 250 537-4338.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FREE ITEMS

3 DRAWER DESK, needs re-
fi nishing/painting, art deco
style. Call 250-538-1936

King Size Headboard and
Double Stainless steel sink,
deep, at right angles @ tap.
250 538-1936

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $12.88 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

SEE WEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 23
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MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

GARAGE SALES

103 BONNET AVE. - Lions 
Garage Sale  & Drop Offs: Fri-
days & Saturdays only. 10am - 
12 noon.  Many household 
items.  We do not accept large 
appliances, draperies or cloth-
ing.  Drop-off accepted  Friday 
& Saturday mornings only. 
Please NO garbage!! 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

2010 YARD MACHINES. Two 
stage SNOW THROWER, 30” 
auger, electric start, yard light, 
manual & keys. NEVER USED  
Best offer over $500.  Please 
call: 250-537-9301

Anyone interested in WINE 
MAKING? I have the equip-
ment you need!  250 537-2473

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4,397 - Make money & save 
money with your own bandmill 
- Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info 
& DVD: www.NorwoodSaw 
mills.com/400OT 1-800-566-
6899 Ext:400OT.

STEEL BUILDINGS. “Spring 
sales with hot savings!” All 
steel building models and siz-
es are now on sale. Get your 
building deal while it’s hot. Pio-
neer Steel 1-800-668-5422 
www.pioneersteel.ca

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

1,068 SF for lease, Merchant 
Mews nr. Ganges. Skylights, 
baydoor, upstrs offi ce, bthrm. 
Richard, 250-380-1669 (Vic.)

1,127 SF at Merchant Mews  
near Ganges. Elegant offi ce 
unit, mezz., conf. rm. (250)
380-1669 Richard (Victoria)

COMMERCIAL RESTAU-
RANT SPACE for rent. Fully 
equipped, stove, fridges, kitch-
en supplies, turn key opera-
tion. Located next to park in 
Ganges. Size of restaurant 
negotiable  Call 250 537-6860

SMALL COMMERCIAL 
SPACES avail. in building next 
to park.  Size of spaces from 
100 sq.ft. plus. Each space will 
include stall for Saturday Mar-
ket. Call 250 537-6860

UPPER GANGES CENTRE  
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

2 BDRM MOBILE HOME. Pri-
vate yard, deck, w/view to 
lake. W/D Avail. Apr. 1st 
$750/mos. Call 250 537-6860

3 BDRM, 1.5 Baths, Renovat-
ed Duplex, near Fernwood 
School, Large Private Yard, 
W/D, DW, N/S, Long-Term, 
$1,275.00 (250) 537-4413.

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

3 BDRM MOBILE HOME fully 
renovated, incl. W/D, propane 
for heat. Backs on to treed ra-
vine. Avail. Apr. 1st. $850/mo. 
Call 250 537-6860

PRIVATE 1 BR. suite with pri-
vate entrance on private road. 
Very close to town. All inclu-
sive: cable, internet, etc. 
Shared laundry, $800/mo for 
single person, $900 for two. 
Avail. Immed.  250-537-7872

STORAGE

 WANTED TO RENT

HOST FAMILIES needed for 
Quebec and International High 
School students, program at 
St. Margaret’s School (June 28 
-August 1). Double placement. 
Remuneration $1700. Contact 
Michelle at 250-385-0583 or 
michelle@selsa.ca

TRANSPORTATION

CARS 

1995 FORD ESCORT wagon, 
$1,200 OBO. Air, power win-
dows/locks, MP3 player, 4 cyl-
inder automatic  250 537-9534

SPORTS & IMPORTS

1987 TOYOTA Tercel DX 2dr, 
4 cyl, Auto. 200kms Good 
Cond. $950.       250 537-4018

2000 SUBARU OUTBACK, 
lthr. inter., all wheel dr., Auto., 
Black  $3,500  250 538-8425

2003 TOYOTA, 125,000km, 
serviced regularly, good condi-
tion,  $4,000.  250 537-1455

VTRUCKS & ANS

1991 DODGE CARAVAN, 
180,000 km, power windows, 
locks, mirrors & driver seat. 
Some rust, runs well. $600 
OBO - 250 537-5356

MARINE

BOATS

2 PLACE ULTRA-LITE Float 
plane $12,000. Call 250 537-
9605 for details.

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

Run it 
‘til it sells!

$24.99
Run your 

classified ad in the 
Driftwood ‘til it sells!

All ads appear at: 
gulfislandsdriftwood.com 

and bcclassified.com

Your private party 
(merchandise only) 
classified ad will run 

in our next 3 insertions. 
If you need to modify 
the ad or run it again, 

just call us and we’ll run 
it again for another 

3 insertions. 
Extra lines at $1.00

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

Invite 
the whole 

neighbourhood 
to your 

garage sale 
with a 

classified ad. 
CALL 

530.537.9933

DEADLINE FOR 
TOO LATE TO
CLASSIFY IS 

2:0OPM TUESDAY

TOO LATE TO 
CLASSIFY

       
TIP OF THE WEEK:

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) A series of 
fresh activations on relationship fronts 
of late are leading you to establish a 
more solid foundation. This desire to 
feel more stable touches every aspect 
of your life: social/relational, physical/
material, emotional/psychological and 
spiritual/inspirational. Simply said, you 
want to feel more empowered. This 
practical focus will also serve to keep 
an over active imagination in check.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) Attending to 
matters behind the scenes continues. 
If you do find yourself in social 
situations, an added aura of mystery 
surrounds you. Preferring to avoid idle 
chit chat, you may be open to deeper 
conversations however. This is also 
a time of envisioning dreams. Taking 
space and/or quieting your mind to 
truly hear and thereby heed your 
heart’s intuitions suggest that you are 
in-tune.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) The call of 
your spirit to activate the next set of 
choices and actions to realize your 
power potential has been sounded. 
Realizing you potential may also be 
described as fulfilling your destiny. 
Beyond notions or arbitrary thinking, 
there is a deeper purpose at play. 
Understanding and support from others 
will contribute a lot to relationship 
harmony, but the lack thereof could 
produce just the opposite.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Recent events 
are pushing you to deeply access 
your own center in order to maintain 
balance and poise. Contending with 
powerful circumstances and perhaps 
controlling people is featured. These 
are at best contributing to revealing 
some of your higher ideals. Caution is 
advised regarding entering into direct 
conflict as the results may be lessons 
one would not casually choose. Look 
to the bigger picture.

Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) New beginnings 
often arrive on the heels of things 
ending. Both spell change and there 
is a good deal of it surrounding you 
now. Just as endings, completions and 
even death are natural aspects of life, 
it can all be considered good when 
perceived in a spirit of deep gratitude 
and faith. Any specific religion aside, 
these spiritual principles produce 
health and enthusiasm, even if the 
seasoning is bittersweet. 
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)  The winds 
of change continue to blow through 
your relationships. These may be as 
much linked to social and professional 
as personal, perhaps even more. In 
either case, the influence is having a 
sweeping effect stimulating all areas of 
your life. Hopes of realizing deepened 
connections even among friends and 
perhaps of improving your financial 
situation are core motivations.
Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) People and 
circumstances are pushing you to 
assert yourself to actualize healthier 
lifestyle choices and rhythms. The 
message woven into this comes with 
an urgent tone. It may not exactly 
be sirens but yellow lights might be 
flashing. They are a signal to stop 
doing certain things and to get off to 
a fresh start and prepare to accelerate 
and drive towards better directions. 
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) The funny 
thing about intuition, epiphany and 
clear vision is that often we have 
to surrender, to let go of control to 
receive them. Fasting, vision quests, 
meditation retreats and the like are 
classic examples of activities people 
do to receive inspiration, guidance 
and/or instruction as the case may 
be. Sometimes, simply taking a nap 
or paying to attention to dreams 
is all it takes. What method are you 
choosing…now?

Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) Imagine 
you were lined-up to climb a large 
mountain. The first set of steps and 
efforts would include simply getting 
to the base camp. Given all the 
preparations implied, this might even 
take months or even years to achieve. 
Well, regarding this metaphorical 
example, you have finally arrived 
at basecamp. Now you are to plan, 
prepare and rest if possible for the first 
leg of your ascent.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) 
Circumstances close to home are 
activating changes in your beliefs 
and perspectives. Renovations are 
quite possible but the source could 
be disruptions or upsets of others 
kinds which may have emerged quite 
unexpectedly. In any case, these 
are pushing you to exercise more 
empathy and diplomacy than you 
might otherwise. Whether it feels like 
walking on eggshells or a minefield, 
proceed patiently.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) Your higher 
mind is calling. It wants to tell you to 
think and act creatively now. The main 
focus may be upon your own home. 
Since home is where your heart is, 
literally… the focus may be upon your 
own body beauty and health. How you 
present yourself, which may include 
your wardrobe along your overall 
posture, attitude and self-regard counts 
too. Get the attention you really want.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) Some rather 
significant shifts and changes are 
brewing. The roots of these began 
about a year ago. Now they have 
arrived at something of a critical point. 
The time has come to advance to the 
next level. Yet you may well need help. 
So, be willing to reach out to ask and be 
open to receive or better yet to strike 
some deals that that all concerned 
agree are fair.

Happy Equinox! As spring dawns it does with a powerful Solar Eclipse New Moon in Pisces. While Spring Equinox 
marks the beginning of Aries in the Tropical Zodiac, the eclipse snuck in just 13 hours prior. So, the moon is in its new 
phase which is very much in alignment with the new season, especially spring. However, the technical fact that the New 
Moon was in Pisces remains operative. This level of thinking is not commonly understood by people but it here affords the 
opportunity to reiterate the perspective that time is best measured as cyclic, and thus features many overlapping cycles 
of varying durations – some very short like a lunation cycle (29.5 days from one new moon to the next) and some very long 
like the 25, 920 year Precessional cycle for example. The so-called ‘arrow of time’ presents a linear perspective that is 
confronted by a universe from the cosmic scale to the molecular where everything goes around in circular cycles, and 
thereby also produces an infinite amount of spirals. Woven into this understanding of ever moving circles, spheres, cycles 
and spirals is the paradoxical principle of a single moment in time. A photograph illustrates this idea very well. In some 
respects it provides a relatively artificial perspective on the otherwise never-ending flow of movement, producing a steady 
stream of change. The measurement of light as manifesting as both a particle and a wave presents another such example, 
where the particle represents again what is ultimately the illusory perspective of stasis. Yet, as mentioned, this apparent 
state is captured in photographs for example. 

Read moRe about it on my newsletteR – signup is fRee on my website.
.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 

Basic FOODsaFE 
Monday, March 23 

from 8:30am to 4:30pm, $75.  
Harbour House Hotel. 

call sheri 250-537-1883 
to register.
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www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

Buying or selling your home is not easy, 
everyone has different needs and 

concerns. I am always client focused.

250.526.2626

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My commitment to you is simple...
...quality customer service.

4075 SQ FT 1/2 DUPLEX
Located close to town and all amenities. This large quality built 6 
bdrm, 5 bath home offers many possibilities with its contemporary 
style & unique layout. You will see design details that include 3 
ensuites, slate & hardwood fl oors, effi cient heating & air conditioning, 
2 laundry rooms & more. All this on a level property with plenty of 
parking for extended family or a B&B. $465,000 MLS#345813

REDUCED

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
161 MCPHILLIPS
Walk to town from this convenient 
location at the end of McPhillips Ave. 
Very private .25 acre lot backs on to 
Mouat Park and its abundance of 
walking trails. Zoning allows for a 
medical or dental offi ce with up to 
two practitioners. Den with separate 
entrance would be ideal for a 
professional offi ce. $299,000

PARK LIKE SETTING
120 LAWNHILL DRIVE 
Like new 1670 sq. ft. Lindal home on 
a park-like .55 acre property in the 
North Central. 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
plus craft room and den. West facing, 
treed property with lots of smaller 
Arbutus trees. 5 appliances plus 
propane fi replace. $349,000

SALT SPRING SOLITUDE BEAVER POINT ROAD
This wonderfully warm 3000 sq. ft. 4 bdrm, 2 bath home on 2.61 beautifully 
landscaped private acres offers views of Weston Lake. The lake is 
only steps away where you can fish, swim & kayak. Enjoy a leisurely 
30 minute stroll to the sea. In this well kept home you will find a large 
country style kitchen, sunken living rm with fireplace & a private master 
suite with balcony. Home heated by radiant heat in kitchen & both baths, 
heat pump (provides AC also) & fireplace. Both the home & property are 
rich in character & this is truly a slice of paradise.  $595,000

Located on a half-acre parcel this 3 bedroom, two bathroom, home 
is in pristine condition. With over 1300 sq. ft. this spacious home 
with a vaulted ceiling in living room and skylights in both bathrooms 
is full of natural light. This well priced property offers even more 
value with the large south facing deck and single car garage. This 
immaculate home is a must see if it is in your price range!  $319,000
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www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

Buying or selling your home is not easy, 
everyone has different needs and 

concerns. I am always client focused.

250.526.2626

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My commitment to you is simple...
...quality customer service.

4075 SQ FT 1/2 DUPLEX
Located close to town and all amenities. This large quality built 6 
bdrm, 5 bath home offers many possibilities with its contemporary 
style & unique layout. You will see design details that include 3 
ensuites, slate & hardwood fl oors, effi cient heating & air conditioning, 
2 laundry rooms & more. All this on a level property with plenty of 
parking for extended family or a B&B. $465,000 MLS#345813

REDUCED

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
161 MCPHILLIPS
Walk to town from this convenient 
location at the end of McPhillips 
Ave. Very private .25 acre lot backs 
on to Mouat Park and its abundance 
of walking trails. Zoning allows 
for a medical or dental offi ce with 
up to two practitioners. Den with 
separate entrance would be ideal 
for a professional offi ce. Older home 
had a major renovation in 1986. Many 
possibilities here.  $299,000

PARK LIKE SETTING
120 LAWNHILL DRIVE 
Like new 1670 sq. ft. Lindal home on 
a park-like .55 acre property in the 
North Central. 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
plus craft room and den. West facing, 
treed property with lots of smaller 
Arbutus trees. 5 appliances plus 
propane fi replace. $365,000

SALT SPRING SOLITUDE BEAVER POINT ROAD
3000 sq. ft. 4 bed, 2 bath home on 2.61 totally private acres with west facing 
views of Weston Lake. Path leads from home to the lake for fi shing, swimming 
& kayaking. Home has a large country style kitchen & a sunken living room 
with fi replace. The private master suite has its own balcony.  $595,000

Located on a half-acre parcel this 3 bedroom, two bathroom, home 
is in pristine condition. With over 1300 sq. ft. this spacious home 
with a vaulted ceiling in living room and skylights in both bathrooms 
is full of natural light. This well priced property offers even more 
value with the large south facing deck and single car garage. This 
immaculate home is a must see if it is in your price range!  $319,000
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sports&recreationrecreationrecreation
SOCCER

Salt Spring United closes in on Frank Leversedge Cup
Salt Spring FC drops 
semifi nal showdown

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring United is on the 
cusp of capping its sterling sea-
son with an appearance in the 
Frank Leversedge Cup semifi nal 
Sunday at Portlock Park.

United players found them-
selves down by a goal after 20 
minutes of the start of their 
match against Bays United on 
the weekend. 

Players rallied quickly to even 
the score with a cracking shot 
from striker Denise Devlin, who 
connected with a well-placed 
corner kick from LeeAnn Nor-
gard.

Coming out of the half with 
the score tied at one, both teams 
volleyed back and forth across 
the pitch until Bays United 
restored its lead with 15 minutes 
left to play. 

United responded immedi-
ately with a heroic drive into the 
opposition’s half. Rhea David-

son found herself on the winning 
end of a pass from Liz Wilson. 
Davidson’s shot rocketed past a 
stunned keeper to even the score 
at two. 

With three minutes left in the 
match, Davidson struck again 
after receiving a pass from Anne 
May.

Players agreed the 3-2 match 
highlighted their squad’s deter-
mination in the face of adversity 
and coolness under pressure.  

Kym Bellavance, Cheryle 
Johnson and Sheri Ranger were 
singled out for especially strong 
efforts at their respective posi-
tions.

Salt Spring United hosts Vic 
Scottish in the Frank Leversedge 
semifinal at Portlock Park on 
Sunday, March 22. Kickoff is 
12:30.

Salt Spring FC falls 
short

Ho m e - f i e l d  a d v a n t a g e 
couldn’t carry Salt Spring FC 
over Campbell River’s Cermaq 

City in semifi nal action of the 
2015 Pearkes Challenge Cup on 
Saturday afternoon.

Salt Spring fell 4-2 to their 
Vancouver Island Soccer 
League division rivals despite 
high hopes and a strong run in 
cup play during the past several 
weeks.

Salt Spring was forced to play 
catch-up from the opening 
whistle, heading into the half-
time break down 2-1. 

Cermaq City scored the 
game winner about 10 min-
utes into the second half, but 
Gord Akerman did his best to 
mount a comeback by scoring 
Salt Spring’s second goal of the 
match with 25 minutes to play.

Hope of a resurgence was 
dashed when an FC player was 
ejected from the game after he 
received his second yellow card 
of the match on a questionable 
call.

“We were down to 10 men, 
and it was going to be an uphill 
battle,” said Jordon Morrison, 
spokesperson for Salt Spring 
FC. “We just couldn’t pull it off.”

Cermaq sealed the win by 
scoring an insurance goal with 
about 10 minutes left to play. 

“It was a good run for us and 
just unfortunate that the offi -
cial couldn’t have kept his head 
and not reacted so quickly, but 
that’s what you get sometimes,” 
Morrison said.

Salt Spring FC returns to its 
regular league play schedule on 
Saturday, March 21 with a game 
against Hellas FC. Kickoff is at 
Portlock Park at 2:15.

Old Boys rained out

Sunday’s match between 
the Old Boys and Gordon Head 
Gunners was cancelled because 
of rain. The Old Boys host Zgoda 
at the GISS field on Sunday, 
March 22. Kick-off is at 10:30 
a.m.

For the record: Last week’s soccer 
report mistakenly reported that 
Salt Spring United’s March 15 
game against Bays United was a 
semifi nal match. 

SPRING CAMPS

What to do  for spring break
Activities galore 
off ered for island 
youth

Can’t escape for that 
European dream vacation? 
Unable to reach those elu-
sive rays of tropical sun-
shine? Closed ski hills got 
you bummed out?

Fortunately, there’s plenty 
going on right here on Salt 
Spring to make staying home 
this spring break a good 
choice for island families. 

Hit the books
Tucking into a stack of 

books might not be every 
youngster’s idea of ideal hol-
iday fun, but the Salt Spring 
Island Library’s Spring Break 
Library Camp might just 
make little Johnny or Jolene 
reconsider their plans.

Beginning March 24, 
the library hosts a series of 
free programs for children 
between the ages of four 
and 12. Participants will 
learn Tae Kwon Do from a 
black-belt instructor, take 
an “icky gicky” seashore 
tour and enjoy a few classics 
of children’s cinema.

For more info call 250-
537-4666, email info@
saltspringlibrary.com or 
drop by the library’s recep-
tion desk during regular 
business hours.

Dinner plans
Salt Spring Parks and 

Recreation is proud to host 
another round of the popu-
lar Young Chef’s Program for 
children between the ages of 
nine and 12. Kids will learn 
the basics and work their way 
up to a variety of tasty dishes 
during the four-day camp 
that begins Monday, March 
23. More information is avail-
able from the PARC offi ce at 
250-537-4448.

Adventure beckons!
Kids can expect four days 

of fun-filled, action-packed 
gaming, crafting and swim-
ming during Salt Spring Parks 
and Recreation’s Spring Break 
Adventure Camp. Sessions 
start Monday, March 23 or 
Monday, March 30. More 
information is available from 
the PARC office at 250-537-
4448.

State of the arts
The Salt Spring Arts 

Academy hosts a series of 
original sessions designed 
to stimulate and inspire 
young, creative minds. 
Prav Pillay leads Monster 
factory, in which partici-
pants can create mysteri-
ous, funny and occasionally 
scary creatures out of paper 
mache and clay. Morning 
sessions between March 23 
and 27 cater to kids aged 

five and seven. Afternoon 
classes target kids aged 
eight and above. 

From March 20 to April 
2, Pillay presents The Art of 
Science for youth aged nine 
and over. The four-day class 
will be held from 1 to 4 p.m.. 

Christine Roome hosts 
the Multi Media Collage 
Art Workshop on March 
21. The morning session 
is for kids aged six and 
over and the afternoon slot 
is reserved for teens and 
adults. 

For more information, 
contact the Arts Academy 
by calling 250-537-4294.

Life is a stage
StageCoach Theatre 

school invites aspiring 
musicians and actors to 
spend part of their spring 
break under the tutelage 
of Trish Barclay, founder of 
the Fiddleheads.

In the spring camp the 
young folks will help create 
their own characters, then 
they must be prepared to 
attend the summer camp, 
tentatively July 13-17, for 
rehearsal and performance 
of the show that will hit the 
boards that weekend.

Participants can register 
for the course, which runs 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
from March 23 to 27, by 
calling 250-931-6446. 

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Salt Spring FC player Isaac Byron is face-to-face 
with the ball in Saturday’s match at Portlock Park.  


