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PHOTO BY JEN MACLENNAN

IVY BEGONE:  Jean Wilkinson of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy’s stewardship committee puts English ivy into a pick-up truck as part of the Ivy Bash 

event at Mouat Park Saturday. Another ivy-removal work party takes place at the park this Saturday, with volunteers welcome to help out.

Raffi   tackles hockey violence in song
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Changing the way Canadians feel about 
their national winter sport may not be easy, 
but Salt Spring Island singer, songwriter and 
child-honouring advocate Raffi Cavoukian 
has never been one to turn his back on a wor-
thy battle.

In a soon-to-be-released song entitled On 
Hockey Days, Raffi celebrates all that is good 
about Canada’s game with a hope to raise 
awareness about the serious toll fighting 
has taken in professional and amateur rinks 
across the country.

“Hundreds of thousands of families are 

involved in amateur hockey — amateur 
means for the love of it,” Raffi said. “This song 
is about the fun of hockey, the winter game 
loved by young and old.”

The song’s March 26 release on iTunes coin-
cides with a rising tide of concern by parents 
and league administrators across Canada and 
the United States about the level of hockey 
violence and the prevalence of life-altering 
concussions on young players.

“I agree with hockey great Ken Dryden and 
Canada’s Governor General: fighting has no 
place in hockey,” he said.

The song’s release follows a recommenda-
tion by an expert panel that includes former 

NHLers Eric Lindros, Jeff Beukeboom and 
Alyn McCauley to ban fighting and “unsports-
manlike hits” from all levels of the game.

“Fighting is one of the known causes of 
concussion, and may result in the related 
long-term complications,” states part of the 
panel’s summary, presented during the Lon-
don Hockey Concussion Summit in January. 
“Fighting can cause needless death.”

At the heart of Raffi’s crusade is a belief the 
game can be remade on principles of respect 
without losing its fast-paced and action-
packed appeal or potential revenue from 

On Hockey Days debuts March 26

LTC
video 
censors
prompt 
outcry
Legal advice cited as 

reason for omissions

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Less than two months 
after the Salt Spring Local 
Trust Committee authorized 
the offi cial videotaping of its 
public meetings, rumblings 
of discontent have begun to 
arise over a decision to omit 
the delegations and town 
hall session from a record-
ing of the Feb. 23 meeting.

In a formal delegation 
to the March 15 LTC meet-
ing, Salt Spring resident 
Tom Varzeliotis called for 
an investigation into why 
a decision to censor the 
video was made and asked 
the Trust to apologize to Salt 
Spring residents for what 
he considers an affront to 
democracy.

“Basically what I asked 
for is at least for an apology 
not only to me but to all the 
people of Salt Spring, and 
the [LTC members] stood 
there like columns of salt,” 
Varzeliotis said on Monday 
afternoon.

The Trust argues that 
comments made by three 
speakers during the Feb. 23 
delegations and town hall 
session in response to the 
tendering of a Riparian 
Areas Regulation mapping 
contract contained defama-
tory statements that, if dis-
seminated through a Trust-
sponsored website, could 
prompt legal action against 
the Trust. 
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in 
Canada

•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main  
YVR terminal and bus exchange

•  Frequent fl yer discount

•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 
including USA.

For scheduled fl ight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $5.00 
on a return trip airfare.
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Post your comment to this story 

online at 

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

122 Upper Ganges Rd. at  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm
the head of Ganges Harbour  Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm

Tide Tables
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

Pacific Standard Time – measured in feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ft

 TIME HEIGHT
                    m          ftMAR

21 05:30   3.1   10.2   
WE 11:32   1.7   5.6   
 17:35   2.8   9.2   
 23:18   1.5   4.9
22 05:51   3.1   10.2   
TH 12:02   1.5   4.9   
 18:27   2.8   9.2   
 23:56   1.7   5.6   
23 06:10   3.0   9.8   
FR 12:32   1.3   4.3   
 19:17   2.9   9.5   
24 00:35   1.9   6.2   
SA 06:30   3.0   9.8   
 13:03   1.1   3.6   
 20:06   2.9   9.5   

25 01:14   2.1   6.9   
SU 06:49   3.0   9.8   
 13:36   1.0   3.3   
 20:58   2.9   9.5   
 
26 01:55   2.3   7.5   
MO 07:09   3.0   9.8   
 14:11   1.0   3.3   
 21:54   2.9   9.5   
 
27 02:40   2.5   8.2   
TU 07:30   2.9   9.5   
 14:49   0.9   3.0   
 22:54   3.0   9.8   

Get a jump on spring planting with a 

HONDA TILLER

closed weekends until Mar. 24

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENTHARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT
250-537-4202

In Stock Inventory 

special $127900 

SAVE $100

Other models
available.

Until
March 24th

ONDA TILLER
ock Inventory

al $1279000000000000000

$100

models
le.

Until
March 24th

F501K2C2

www.harboursendmarine.com

Macdonald Realty
warmly welcomes
Rick Alexander 

to the team

Rick is a multiple MLS 
Award Winner committed to 

serving his existing and 
future clients in his new location 

with the same integrity and service 
excellence he has come to be 

respected for.

250-537-1201

A-170 Fulford Ganges Rd.
Salt Spring Island, B.C.

 Rick looks forward to welcoming you.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Gov’t. study answer to 
come within 2 months
Minister Ida Chong 

confi rms strength of  

delegates’ points

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R 

B.C.’s minister in charge of commu-
nity development says she should know 
within a month or two whether her min-
istry will fund a governance study for 
Salt Spring Island.

Ida Chong was responding to three 
delegations who met with herself and 
staff on March 12 in Victoria to request 
funding for a governance study that 
could lead to a referendum and changes 
in the island’s local government struc-
ture.

Capital Regional District director 
Wayne McIntyre and trustees Peter 
Grove and George Grams were fulfi lling 
election campaign commitments they 
made to pursue such a study.

Chong, the Minister of Community, 
Sport and Cultural Development, told 
the Driftwood last Wednesday that she 
heard what both the elected officials 
and Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce 
representatives had to say.

“Clearly the three newly elected offi -
cials were convincing in stating they 
believe they got elected on a promise to 

bring this issue forward to me,” she said.
“I said I would have staff take a look 

to make sure there was substantive rea-
son to look at changes . . . it has been 
10 years since we last had a look at this.

“That’s a good enough distance from 
the last time and [the delegates] do feel 
things have changed, and the economy 
has changed a lot.”

Three Salt Spring Chamber of Com-
merce members — president Robert 
Steinbach, vice-president Pat Preston 
and director Ken Byron — also met 
with Chong and two ministry staff 
members as a separate delegation last 
Monday.

Chong said a study should cost no 
more than $50,000, and could even be 
as inexpensive as $25,000. As raised 
by trustees Grams and Grove in their 
presentation to the minister, updat-
ing previously completed Salt Spring 
restructure studies from 2001 and 2002 
is an option. 

Chong said a vote could take place in 
a year’s time if a study goes ahead.

A request from previous trustees 
Christine Torgrimson and George 
Ehring, and CRD director Garth Hen-
dren made in October of 2009, was 
rejected. 

In June of 2002, Salt Spring voters 
defeated an incorporation vote by a 
70.2 per cent margin.  

‘Potentially defamatory’ comments gone

A note that accompanies the Feb. 
23 LTC video on the “saltspringvideo” 
YouTube site states “the video record-
ing of the meeting has been abbrevi-
ated due to concerns that some com-
ments made during the Delegations/
Town Hall  session are potentially 
defamatory.”

The note continues to state “the 
Islands Trust reserves the right to 
refrain from posting video of any 
individual who uses profanity, makes 
derogatory remarks about another 
individual, or makes comments that 
may be defamatory.”

According to LTC member George 
Grams, the decision to cut out a por-

tion of the Feb. 23 video “is an admin-
istration issue, not an LTC issue.”

“Some of the comments made during 
the town hall section we were advised 
by Linda Adams [Islands Trust CAO] 
were defamatory. The definition of that 
term is, apparently, that those com-
ments could be injurious to someone’s 
reputation,” Grams said on Tuesday 
morning. 

Adams said the Trust made the deci-
sion to remove the contentious mate-
rial based on legal advice. 

Whereas fleeting comments made 
during a meeting’s town hall session 
are often soon forgotten, Adams said, 
distribution of potentially defamatory 
comments publicly over the internet 
for perpetuity is a much more serious 
matter.

She said a full report on the video 
pilot project will be presented at an 
upcoming meeting of the Salt Spring 
LTC.

As far as Varzeliotis is concerned, 
the decision to censor the video not 
only undermines the principles of free 
speech and democracy, it runs against 
the very purpose of videotaping the 
meetings to make them available for 
people who cannot attend in person.

“The moment it was said this goes 
into the public,” he said. “It does not 
matter what is said if it is said in a pub-
lic meeting.”

LTC VIDEO
continued from 1

Pacifying the game urged in new Raffi  song
RAFFI HOCKEY
continued from 1

fight-crazed fans who like 
their hockey rough and rau-
cous. 
“What’s really exciting to 
consider is what’s already 
happening in the amateur 
rinks. Maybe it doesn’t take 
generations — maybe the 
time has come,” he told the 
Driftwood on Tuesday. “The 
lack of fights in European 

hockey tells you that the 
game doesn’t need it and we 
know that from the Olympic 
experience as well.” 
Sales of On Hockey Days 
through iTunes will benefit 
the Centre for Child Hon-
ouring.
A video for the song will 
be  released on YouTube 
and posted on the Centre 
for Child Honouring web-
site on March 27. The song 
launches on iTunes in the 

U n i t e d 
S t a t e s  o n 
April 3.
Raffi waded 
i n t o  t h e 
p u b l i c 
d e b a t e 
about vio-
l e n c e  i n 
h o c k e y 
earlier this 

year, even challenging the 
views of CBC hockey com-
mentator  Don Cherr y.  A 

blog post  at  www.child-
honouring.org elucidates 
his views. 
“Pacifying the game would 
have tremendous positive 
impacts for Canada’s hock-
ey families, officials, and 
the fans. Come on Cana-
da, we can do this. Stand 
on guard for our kids, and 
for the game we love. For 
a  s m a r t  h o c k e y  c u l t u re 
and a society that loves its 
young.”

RAFFI 
CAVOUKIAN
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Mother 
Tongue award

A Mother Tongue Pub-
lishing book is a fi nalist for 
a B.C. Book Prize this year.  

The Life and Art of Mil-
dred Valley Thornton by 
Sheryl Salloum, which is 
the fourth book in Mother 
Tongue’s Unheralded Artists 
of B.C. series put out by the 
Salt Spring-based publish-
ing company, was nominat-
ed for the prestigious Rod-
erick Haig-Brown Regional 
Prize, which recognizes 
the book that contributes 
most to the enjoyment and 
understanding of B.C.

Salloum’s book Under-
lying Vibrations: The Pho-
tography and Life of John 
Vanderpant is a previous 
B.C. Book Prize finalist, 

and in 2011 Gurjinder Bas-
ran’s novel Everything Was 
Good-bye, also published 
by Mother Tongue, was a 
B.C. Book Prize winner.

The book is available 
locally at  Black Sheep 
Books, Salt Spring Sound, 
Salt Spring Books and The 
Porch Gallery (open Sun-
days from 12 to 4 p.m.).

Fire board 
candidates 
announced

Four candidates will seek 
a three-year term on the 
Salt Spring Island Fire Pro-
tection District’s board of 
trustees in an election to be 
held ahead of next month’s 
AGM.

Elizabeth Zook joins 

incumbents Grant Eckberg, 
Richard Hannah and Bruce 
Patterson in the run for 
three vacancies. The list of 
nominees was revealed at 
Monday evening’s monthly 
fi re district meeting.

Voters will head to the 
polls between 11 a.m. and 
5 p.m. on Monday, April 
16. An advance poll will be 
open on Wednesday, April 
11 between 11 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Both polling stations 
will be in the Ganges fire 
hall training room. 

Eligible voters must be 
Canadian citizens, over the 
age of 18, have resided in 
B.C. for at least six months 
and own property within 
the Salt Spring Fire Protec-
tion District’s boundaries.

A Q&A with each of the 
candidates will be pub-

lished in the April 4 Drift-
wood and posted online at 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.
com.

Skeena 
Queen off

An old friend will  be 
returning to Fulford Har-
bour for a short visit next 
week.

The Bowen Queen will 
be the replacement ves-
sel for the Skeena Queen 
for approximately five days 
beginning Friday, March 
30 as the Skeena under-
goes a drydocking survey 
and inspection.  

Commercial customers 
are advised that vehicles 
over 10,000 kg GVW are 
restricted to centre lane 
loading only on the Bowen 

Queen.  As a result, avail-
able commercial vehicle 
capacity will be reduced 
while the Bowen Queen is 
in service. The maximum 
width of overheight vehi-
cles on the Bowen is 3.074 
metres (10.1 feet). 

An alternate route for 
commercial customers is 
the Vesuvius to Crofton 
route, which could also 
impact the Howe Sound 
Queen’s capacity on that 
route.

Ferry fares up
BC Ferries fares are ris-

ing once again on April 1, in 
accordance with approval 
granted last spring. 

Prices will rise by 4.15 
per cent on average on all 
routes across the fleet. As 
an example of a typical 

increase, the current car 
and driver fare between 
F u l f o r d  Ha r b o u r  a n d 
Swartz Bay will rise from 
$41.40 to $43.15. 

“ Fa r e  i n c r e a s e s  a r e 
required due to the rising 
cost of operating and capi-
tal expenditures coupled 
with lower than anticipat-
ed traffic levels,” says BC 
Ferries.

Enbridge rally 
A contingent of island-

ers is heading for the Mon-
day, March 26 rally in Van-
couver to protest against 
the Enbridge oil pipeline 
planned for northern B.C.

People can contact Ora 
Cogan at the Salt Spring No 
Pipeline Coalition to RSVP 
or to get  more details at 
oracogan@yahoo.com.

News briefs

Heads up!
Bill McKibben Talk 
Tuesday, MARCH 27 
GISS gym, 1:15 p.m.

harbourair.com    250.537.5525   1.800.665.0212

Flights from

$85 Offering exclusive WebSaver rates.
Daily flights between Ganges Harbour and Downtown Vancouver.

WATER WOES 

Beddis area residents feel pinch of rising water taxes
Water costs leave 

residents searching for 

alternatives

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The prospect of another hefty 
parcel tax increase has encour-
aged more than a few of the Beddis 
Water Service District’s 138 sub-
scribers to think outside the box 
and develop alternative ways to 
ease the burden.

During a water district meeting 
on March 2 in front of a capac-
ity crowd at Fulford Hall’s OAP 
room, residents spoke in despera-
tion about their efforts to conserve 
water by not watering their gar-
dens, limiting water use inside the 
home and collecting rainwater to 
reduce the shock of their regular 
water bills.

As happens in other water ser-
vice areas, even those who can 
reduce their monthly consump-
tion must still pay the yearly parcel 
tax by virtue of being “connected” 
to the system.

For Wildwood Drive resi-
dent Ann Wheeler, the parcel tax 
requirement means she’s on the 
hook for a water bill as high as $100 
a month even though she relies 
almost exclusively on rainwater 
collected in a 6,000-gallon tank she 
installed about two years ago.

Although her interest in water 
catchment stemmed from a desire 
to live lightly on the earth, the sys-
tem has begun to prove itself as a 
way to circumvent consumption 

tolls placed on the district’s water.
“It avoids the small user fee,” 

she said.
At least two other households 

on her street have installed similar 
systems and there’s talk of more 
across the district as ratepayers 
brace for another round of tax 
hikes.

According to plans approved at 
the March 2 meeting, a Vancou-
ver Island Health Authority order 
to bring the Beddis Water Ser-
vice District’s infrastructure into 
compliance with drinking water 
guidelines gave commissioners 
authority to borrow up to $460,000 
to upgrade the neighbourhood’s 
substandard infrastructure with-
out holding a referendum.

Based on a staff report presented 
at the meeting and available on 
the CRD’s website, the $460,000 
price tag could result in a parcel tax 
increase of up to $503 for property 
owners in the Beddis Water Service 
District.

BWSD District commissioner 
Simon Wheeler — no relation to 
Ann — points out the $503 fi gure 
is a “worst-case sum” based on 
a CRD budget forecast and a six 
per cent annual interest rate. He 
said a more realistic interest rate, 
given today’s market conditions 
for municipal borrowing in B.C., is 
3.6 per cent. The difference means 
ratepayers would owe an addition-
al $422 on their parcel tax until the 
debt is repaid in 2019.

“This is still too much and we 
will be trying to work out more 
accurate figures as the estimates 
for work are refi ned,” Wheeler said.

Although at least two residents at 
the meeting expressed their plans 
to leave the district and escape the 
parcel tax by means of a boundary 
adjustment and proof of alterna-
tive potable water supply such as 
a well, the Capital Regional District 
has yet to receive any applications.

“Needless to say we are frustrat-
ed and disappointed with what’s 
happened,” said Don Stevens, a 
Creekside Drive resident who 
served as a water service district 
commissioner when the utility 
joined the CRD in 2004.

“We were literally out of money,” 
he said of the board’s decision to 
join the CRD as a way to access 
funding for water system upgrades. 
“We went ahead believing every-
thing would be fi ne.”

As headlines and letters to the 
editor in recent months suggest, 
things are not all right as upgrade 
projects continue to suffer delays 
and unforeseen budget overruns. 

Stevens says he has yet to hear of 
anybody forced to sell their prop-
erty as a result of the additional 
tax burden, but figures between 
60 and 70 per cent of the people 
hooked up to the district’s 132 
water connections are “very con-
cerned” about where things are 
headed.

As for the others, he added, 
many are simply unaware of what’s 
going on.

He said residents have already 
endured a nearly 100 per cent tax 
increase since joining the CRD in 
2004 with virtually no returns to 
show for it except for a trail of expen-
sive water system components.

In spite of frustrations com-
ing to a head across the Beddis 
Water Service District and in 
other CRD-led water provid-
ers, Stevens said, he believes the 
solution rests not in striking out 
on one’s own but rather coming 
together as a group to get prob-
lems addressed effi ciently.

In a bitterly ironic twist, the 
district will have little choice but 
to raise parcel taxes even higher 
as it struggles to replace revenue 
from sagging user fees.

Stevens encouraged Beddis 
area residents to fi ll water district 
board vacancies and consider 
strategies to prevent a recurrence 
of the type of follies that have 
cursed the district for the past 
eight years.

To that end, the water dis-
trict has set up a new website, 
designed to share information 
and viewpoints between the 
water district and ratepayers. It 
can be accessed at http://bed-
diswater.com.

Beddis Water District Service area.
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Norm Elliott of Permasteel Group
Receives Apology

Advertisement paid by Norman Elliott

One Percent Realty Vancouver Island

About to list your
house for sale?

Scott Simmons@250-538-8316
saltspring@yahoo.com
www.SaltspringRE.com

FULL-TIME SALT SPRING RESIDENT FOR 10 YEARS
Salt Spring agent for

Why pay $20,000 or so of your 
after tax home equity to sell your 
home?  I offer full REALTOR® service 
at a discount commission rate of only 
$6,900 for all homes under $600,000. 
$3,000 of that $6,900  at fee goes to 
the real estate agent that represents 
the Buyer. Houses over $600,000 are 
1% + $900. We have full cooperation 
with other real estate agents who sell 
approximately three quarters of our 
MLS® listed homes.

ISLANDERS ABROAD 

Crash curtails dream bicycle journey
Salt Spring cyclists recovering 

from severe injuries 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Salt Spring woman has been released 
from a New Zealand hospital after two 
weeks spent recovering from a long list 
of injuries sustained during a dramatic 
cycling crash on Feb. 28.

Mary and Peter Freeman were less than 
a day’s journey from completing their 
3,200-kilometre cycling tour through New 
Zealand when disaster struck as the couple 
rode their two-person bicycle down a steep 
roadway near the town of Cromwell, about 
150 kilometres northwest of Dunedin.

Peter, who was at the helm of the tandem 
bicycle, said the trailer towed behind their 
bike began to wobble as the pair travelled 
down the hill at speeds of up to 85 km/h.

“I have only a few fragmentary memo-
ries of the incident,” he wrote in an email. 
“I remember the trailer starting to sway 
from side to side. I remember braking and 
that making it worse. I remember releasing 
the brakes in hope that it would stop sway-
ing but it did not.”

Before he lost consciousness by the side 
of the road, Peter was fortunately able to 
fl ag down the occupants of a passing vehi-
cle who called emergency personnel.

“I remember the sound of the bike and 
us hitting the road. I remember pushing 
myself up onto my side and seeing my wife 
lying unconscious on the road beside me. 
I next remember standing up, trying to see 
the vehicle coming over the crest of the hill 
towards us, trying to push my helmet back 

out of my eyes, where it had been shoved 
forward and down over my face.

“My next memory must have been a 
long time later when I came to with many 
people hovering over me,” he said.

A witness interviewed by a local news-
paper said the pair “were groaning in pain, 
and did not know they were in New Zea-
land.”

Mary was fl own to Dunedin Hospital in a 
rescue helicopter where she was admitted 
to intensive care and treated for a broken 

pelvis, broken ribs, a broken clavicle, a 
neck injury, a collapsed lung and a gash on 
her forehead that required 50 stitches.

Peter escaped the crash with a fractured 
elbow, a couple of injured fingers and 
severe abrasions.

“I’m in pretty good shape now,” he wrote. 
“I’m back running, though sucking air a 
bit until my previous fi tness returns.”

The couple has checked into a Dune-
din hotel where they continue to recover. 
The couple intends to see a bit more of 
New Zealand by car before eventually 
traveling to Australia.

“Mary’s stitches are all out and her 
abrasions are in the fi nal stages of heal-
ing,” Peter said. “She now is waiting for 
the six-week point in her healing when 
she can remove her neck brace and her 
broken pelvis, ribs and clavicle will be in 
the spongy bone phase of mending. She 
is walking about 50 metres a few times 
a day.”

Peter, 60, and Mary, 58, are veterans 
of several long-distance cycling expedi-
tions, including journeys across Canada 
and southeastern Australia. The retired 
couple lives near Musgrave Landing on 
Salt Spring’s south end.

The Freemans expressed praise for the 
emergency responders and well-inten-
tioned citizens who have helped them 
make it through the past few weeks.

“People have helped in many ways, 
providing clothes for free, giving us 
discounts on things we had to buy, a 
Canadian family who took me in to their 
home so I had a place to stay after I was 
released and while Mary was in hospital,” 
Peter wrote.

Mary Freeman in New Zealand before the 

Feb. 28 crash that put her in hospital with 

serious injuries.

FEDERAL POLITICS

Green party convention 
volunteers meet on Sat.
Helpers needed as Sidney 

hosts August 2012 event

With the Saanich-Gulf Islands 
Green Party hosting the party’s bien-
nial convention in Sidney in August, 
a huge crew of volunteers will be 
needed. 

This Saturday, March 24, the party 
and Green Party leader Elizabeth May 
will hold a meeting for potential con-
vention volunteers. 

“Many openings exist for local vol-
unteers to be involved, not only in 
helping with the actual events but 
more importantly with the organi-
zation and planning,” states a press 
release. 

People with event-planning experi-
ence are needed to help organize:

• the Friday evening meet and greet;

• the plenary speakers;
• the Saturday evening gala; 
• the running of an on-site sand-

wich bar, coffee shop and bar ser-
vice;

• coordination of a billeting service;
• a delegate package;
• an expo/trade show area. 
The convention will focus on reso-

lutions and party policy, but there 
will be various opportunities for 
public involvement in workshops, 
plenary speaker sessions and the 
Saturday evening gala concert. 

To attend this Saturday’s organi-
zational meeting, send an email to 
saanichgulfislands@greenparty.ca 
with a subject line of “Convention 
Volunteer.”

The time and venue will be provid-
ed once they know how many people 
plan to attend.

LOCAL MEDIA

Driftwood makes fi nals for 
six national paper awards
Best all-round 

among top-three 

nominations

Canadian Commu-
nity Newspaper Awards 
2012 finalists were 
announced this week, 
with the Gulf Islands 
Driftwood nominated 
for top-three positions 
in six categories. 

The paper will finish 
fi rst, second or third in 
the relevant circulation 
categories for:

• best all-round news-
paper;

• best front page;
• outstanding reporter 

initiative (Sean McIntyre 
and Gail Sjuberg for 
their August-September 
2011 series on incorpo-
ration);

• best historical story 
(a June 2011 Elizabeth 
Nolan article about First 
Nations history in Gan-
ges);

• best photo essay (the 
2011 Day in the Life of 
Salt Spring Island publi-
cation);

• best coverage of the 
arts (based on fi ve sam-
ples of coverage from 
2011).

Wi n n e r s  w i l l  b e 
announced at a CCNA 
gala as part of the Ink + 
Beyond national news-
paper conference in 
Toronto on April 27.

The Driftwood has 
also been nominated for 
four prizes in the 2012 
B.C. and Yukon  Com-
munity Newspapers 
Association Ma Murray 
Awards, including best 
in its class.   
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Bookkeeping, Payroll and
Tax Services

David Waddington
Certi ed QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Specializing In Small Business

Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support

537-0854

QuickBooks Setup and Training

105-B Hereford Ave

Post your comment to this story 

online at 

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

Mon.-Fri. 7-5, Sat. 8:30-5  804 Fulford-Ganges Rd  250-537-4978

SLEGG LUMBER

Good Advice and 
Great Price

Sleggs is Sleggs is 
your source your source 
for tiling...for tiling...
• grouts• grouts
• sealers• sealers
• mortars• mortars
• thinset• thinset

i[

 No Mold
 No Mildew
 No Worries

BUILDING PRODUCTS

 Check out our Lower Risk Solid Returns video at
 www.alitisinvestmentcounsel.com

 (c) 2011 Alitis Investment Counsel Inc.  The returns for 2010 and 2011 are the annual return for eac h calendar year.  The Since Inception return is the annualized compounded return 
 from January 1, 2010 to December 30, 2011. Returns include changes in security value and the reinves tment of all distributions and do not take into account income taxes payable by 
 any securityholder that would have reduced returns. The investments are not guaranteed; their values  change frequently and past performance may not be repeated.

 2010  2011
 4.90%  6.15% 5.52%

Tired of Stock Market Volatility 
and Low GIC Rates?
Alitis Strategic Income Pool, Class E

Join Alitis for a special 
luncheon presentation

March 29, 2012 at noon
Harbour House Hotel

121 Upper Ganges Road

Maximum attendance - 50 people

Please RSVP 1-800-667-2554
or email: info@alitisinvestmentcounsel.com

5.68%

March 2, 2012.

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

ISLANDS TRUST 

Trust hosts suite legalization talks
Enforcement issues 

also arise at meeting

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Staff at the Islands Trust’s Salt 
Spring office have announced 
plans to host a series of public 
events on March 31 and April 4 to 
discuss the prospect of legalizing 
secondary suites on the island.

The community meetings are 
the latest step in a four-year effort 
to consider legalization of suites 
as a way to address the island’s 
affordable housing shortage.

Staff have proposed legaliza-
tion of suites on a trial basis in 
pilot areas that consider poten-
tial impacts on traffi c and water 
usage. Staff have also put forward 
an option to legalize all island 
suites that exist if and when a 
bylaw is passed. 

News of the meetings follows 
comments from Islands Trust 

bylaw enforcement staff which 
state the prevalence of illegal 
suites that do not meet health 
and safety standards on the 
island is likely to continue unless 
the Salt Spring Island LTC imple-
ments a “proactive enforcement 
policy.”

According to bylaw enforce-
ment officer Myles Drew, such 
a program would “require sig-
nifi cant enforcement resources,” 
including funds for additional 
enforcement staff, legal advice 
and court actions.

“Additionally,” Drew writes in 
the Feb. 29 staff report. “the Salt 
Spring Island LTC must be aware 
that enforcement action against 
suites will result in persons being 
‘turned out’ of their homes. 
Effective proactive enforcement 
action will likely affect the ability 
of some home owners and suite 
occupiers to afford housing. 
Such an enforcement program 
may cause controversy.”

According to a survey con-

ducted by Trust staff in 2011, 
more than 50 per cent of rent-
ers surveyed said they live in a 
secondary suite.

Bylaw enforcement staff 
are currently investigating 16 
unlawful housing files on the 
island. This total represents 
about 35 per cent of the island’s 
active bylaw enforcement fi les, 
excluding short-term vacation 
rentals.

Although rental of secondary 
suites contravenes the island’s 
land use bylaw, Drew con-
firmed there are “many more 
unlawful dwellings in exis-
tence.”

“Unlawful suite owners 
know they face the possibility 
of enforcement action, but this 
threat seems to have had no 
deterrent effect,” he said.

During a public meeting at 
Lions Hall on Thursday, Salt 
Spring Local Trust Commit-
tee members George Grams 
and Peter Grove asked bylaw 

enforcement staff to pro-
vide details about costs and 
implementation of proactive 
enforcement.

Anyone who would like to 
attend the secondary suites 
public discussion is asked to 
notify the local Trust office 
at 250-537-9144 or ssiinfo@
islandstrust.bc.ca. A package 
of background materials will be 
provided to participants ahead 
of the meeting. 

“We want to have as informed 
a discussion as possible,” said 
planner Justine Starke.

The Saturday, March 31 
event is at Gulf Islands Second-
ary School between 2 and 4 
p.m. The second event will be 
at the Fulford Community Hall 
seniors centre on Wednesday, 
April 4 between 6 and 8:30 p.m.

The spring 2012 Islands Trust 
backgrounder on secondary 
suites can be downloaded at 
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/
lubproject2010suites.cfm.

FIRE DISTRICT

Fire district reluctant to put cart 
before horse in new hall planning
Board promises 

thorough public 

discussion in due 

course

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Extensive public consultation 
about a new Ganges fi re hall is 
premature until the fire board 
gets the green light to use a por-
tion of gifted land on Lower 
Ganges Road, according to Salt 
Spring fi re trustees.

“We have taken the position 
that our critical task for the 
moment is securing this piece 
of property. Without the prop-
erty and the appropriate per-
missions to build on it, we don’t 
have a project,” said fi re board 
chair Michael Schubart at Mon-
day night’s fire protection dis-
trict meeting. “We could do a 
lot of public consultation, but it 
would be very theoretical until 
we have a site to build on.”

The remarks arose in response 
to an audience member’s con-
cern about the lack of public 
discussion about a new hall and 
what will be done with the Gan-
ges fi re hall if and when a new 
facility is built.

“I wonder about efforts to 

engage the public more about 
what it is you’re hoping to do 
with the fi re hall, what it is that 
seems to be needed in terms of 
the size, the type, the budget 
and, for that matter, start get-
ting input from the community 
itself before you proceed down 
the road for a lot of planning,” 
said Julia Lucich. “I’m reminded 
of the debacle the Islands Trust 
encountered last year with the 
Riparian Areas Regulation where 
they had basically proceeded 
without having good commu-
nity consultation and then the 
community was up in arms.”

Fire trustees hope to receive a 
decision about their application 
for non-farm use of land in the 
Agricultural Land Reserve from 
the province’s Agricultural Land 
Commission within the next 
month. Approval is required 
before the fi re department can 
accept a two-acre property near 

the corner of Atkins and Lower 
Ganges roads from Brinkworthy 
Properties Limited. Any decision 
to proceed with construction of 
a fi re hall is subject to ratepay-
er approval for the borrowing 
of funds needed to pay for the 
building’s construction.

Trustees announced the 
board’s intention to establish 
fi nance, building and communi-
cations committees specifi cally 
for the fi re hall project once the 
ALC approves the application.

Board member Ron Cham-
ney said the district intends to 
host public workshops, discus-
sions and open houses after ALC 
approval is granted.

“We can’t say how or what yet, 
but we will do it,” he said.

The proposed emergency 
services centre would replace 
the Ganges fire hall, a facility 
that fi re trustees consider inade-
quate, outdated and unsafe. The 
new building could be between 
12,000 and 16,000 square feet 
and house Salt Spring Fire-
Rescue and potentially other 
island-based emergency service 
organizations such as Search 
and Rescue and the emergency 
operations centre.

“We can’t say how or 

what yet, but we will 

do it.”

RON CHAMNEY
SS fi re trustee
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STILL YOUR FOOD STORE

7AM - 10PM DAILY ISLANDERS SERVING 
ISLANDERS SINCE 1972

1972 2012

LY7AM - 10PM DAILL ISLANDERS SERVING7AM 10PM

M’AIDEZ MAY DAY HE ASKS
May Day is going to be a May 

Day to remember. Ask Bob Fou-
lis...he’ll tell you! That’s his call 
sign, “M’aidez! M’aidez!”

Mr. Foulis is organizing the May 
Day activities in Ganges this year 
for the Chamber of Commerce.

Starting early, the chairman of 

the May Day committee has al-
ready asked for entries for the May 
Day parade and for volunteers to 
help with the day’s program.

The celebrations will be held in 
Ganges on May 20, the Saturday of 
the May 24 weekend.

May 24 falls on May 22 this 

Flashback Flashback FridayFriday

SUPER SPECIAL

LIMIT 2 TOTAL

News from the day...Mar. 23, 1972

EACHACHEACH2929¢¢

THIS FRIDAY MAR. 23, 2012 ONLYTHIS FRIDAY MAR. 23, 2012 ONLY
RETRO PRICING
Crest Toothpaste
100ml

Electrolight BulbsElectrolight Bulbs
2 pack

Sharpies
2 pack

Blackout Candles
6 pack

BOW-MEL
CHRYSLER LTD.

Chrysler • Dodge • Jeep • Ram
SALES & LEASING SPECIALIST

FOR SALT SPRING ISLAND
BARRY DAVIS: 250-510-5014

461 Trans Canada Hwy., Duncan, BC V9L 3R7
Toll Free: 1 877 463 2362 

Email: saleswithbarry@gmail.com
Website:www.bowmel.com

BOW-MEL CHRYSLER
Savings • Service • Selection

2012 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 4X4
                           $25,498 or $140 Bi-Weekly

MOBY’SMOBY’S
Tuesday, April 3rd 2012 8:00pmTuesday, April 3rd 2012 8:00pm

24 Upper Ganges Road • Salt Spring Island, BC24 Upper Ganges Road • Salt Spring Island, BC

$20 / FREE for Small Town Chicks members$20 / FREE for Small Town Chicks members

TO ENTER: 
email: contests@driftwoodgimedia.com

to win 2 tickets
Must have “Dayna Manning & 

Ryan McMahon Contest” in the subject line

WIN
FREE TICKETS

to see

HEALTH

Relief in sight 
for chronic pain 
sufferers at 
Mar. 26 session 
Register now for 

Arthritis Society 

of Victoria 

speaker at  

Meadowbrook

T h e  a c c l a i m e d 
Chronic Pain Man-
agement Workshop is 
coming to Salt Spring 
on Monday,  March 
26, with registrations 
now being taken. 

Carrie Taylor, direc-
tor  of  the Arthrit is 
Society of  Victoria, 
wil l  lead the work-
shop from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at Meadowbrook. 

T h e  s e s s i o n  w i l l 
help people under-
stand the principles 
of pain management 

and learn different 
methods of  coping 
with chronic pain in 
an active way.

While sufferers do 
not have to be afflict-
ed with arthritis, Tay-
lor, who is known to 
be a dynamic speaker, 
does reference that 
particular disease. 

T h e  w o r k s h o p  i s 
coordinated by Salt 
Sp r i n g  Co m m u n i t y 
We l l n e s s  Pro g ra m s 
a n d  i s  r u n  by  t h e 
Arthrit is  Society of 
Victoria. 

Monday’s  session 
is free to attend, but 
people must register 
in advance either by 
c a l l i n g  1 - 8 6 6 - 4 1 4 -
7766 or sending an 
e m a i l  t o  r e g i s t r a -
tion@bc.arthritis.ca.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

Toastmasters hold fi rst level of 
international speech contest
Public welcome to 

event this Monday at 

Catholic church 

As an audience always sharp-
ens the competitive edge of con-
testants, Salt Spring Toastmasters 
members are inviting the public 
to the local component of the 2012 
International Toastmasters Speech 
Competition on Monday, March 
26. 

Beginning at 6 p.m. in the meet-
ing room of Our Lady of Grace 
Catholic Church on Drake Road, 
Salt Spring club members will vie 

for fi rst place and the opportunity 
to proceed to the next competitive 
level. 

Judging will be done by mem-
bers of the Duncan Toastmasters 
Club, who will be travelling to Salt 
Spring especially to fulfi ll that role. 

“The contest involves two com-
ponents, the speech competition 
and the evaluative competition,” 
explains a press release from the 
club. 

“Salt Spring Toastmasters often 
choose topics that are of interest 
to the local community, such as 
contestant Laura Patrick’s choice 
to speak on participating as a com-
munity volunteer. Kathryne Holm, 

a veteran Toastmaster and contes-
tant, will be speaking on the topic 
of coping with fear and chronic ill-
ness.” 

The evaluation competition 
involves the club’s newest mem-
ber, Dori Somerset, who will deliver 
a test speech upon which several 
contestants will prepare an evalu-
ative response of two to three min-
utes of speaking time.

The club extends an invita-
tion to guests who would like to 
attend the contest and become 
informed about the educational 
and practical benefi ts of devel-
oping leadership and public-
speaking skills.  

AGRICULTURE 

Sheep breeders get latest news on 
Gulf Islands Spinning Mill Co-op 
Hope for a 

rejuvenated 

enterprise 

BY MARGARET THOMSON
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

Salt Spring Sheep Breeders 
met last Monday evening for a 
talk by John Fulker about the 
Gulf Islands Spinning Mill Co-op. 

He explained how in 1999, he 
and a group of local fi bre enthu-
siasts bought new wool process-
ing machinery from Mini Mills 
of Prince Edward Island. The 
equipment was designed for 
cottage industry-scale produc-
tion and was quickly found to 
be unsuitable for a business that 
needed to work fi ve days a week 
to make a quality product and 
cover expenses.

The mill is located on the 
grounds of the Farmers Institute, 
adjacent to the Recycle Depot, in 
a building that it has used rent 

free in return for ongoing repairs 
and maintenance. Since the very 
beginning it has been difficult 
to attract and keep even the 
minimum number of directors 
required by the B.C. Co-opera-
tive Act. Keeping to the required 
meeting schedule for sharehold-
ers, once a year in March, has 
been even more challenging. 
No shareholders meetings have 
been held or financial reports 
sent out for at least fi ve years.

At the outset the purchasers 
of the 200 shares on offer were 
fi bre producers, but many oth-
ers, who had the well-being of 
the agricultural community at 
heart, bought shares without any 
intention of going to meetings or 
becoming involved in manage-
ment. Their purchase was strictly 
a gesture of support.  

The original directors put in 
much of their own money to 
keep the business afloat, until 
all except Fulker dropped out. 
He has continued to work at 

improving the machinery’s out-
put, with notable but still insuf-
ficient increase in output. The 
machinery simply cannot cope 
with the wool from certain sheep 
breeds or produce the quality 
of preparation needed for fine 
spinning, so the emphasis has 
of necessity been on coarser, 
heavier uneven yarns which are 
a novelty and fashion item and 
sell well. They are profitable if 
the fi bre is donated or sold very 
cheaply to the mill, so this has 
been subsidizing the mill’s oper-
ation. 

Only about half its capacity is 
available to fi bre producers who 
want to add value to their wool 
and sell privately as a farm prod-
uct. The mill is now open only 18 
hours a week. Salt Spring pro-
ducers have been turned away 
because their orders are too big 
or the wait time too long. Local 
wool is being trucked to Alberta 
while distant customers use this 
facility. The current second and 

third directors live in Victoria and 
the Okanagan, leaving day-to-
day running of the mill entirely 
to Fulker and two part-time 
employees.

Several sheep breeders offered 
to update Fulker’s list of share-
holders so that a meeting can be 
called soon, to look at whether 
the present business structure 
can be made to work or the Spin-
ning Mill Co-op dissolved and 
replaced with something new. 
A businessman who is relatively 
new to the island is willing to 
provide money for an industri-
al-grade carder and pin drafter, 
but only if there is a business 
structure and plan that he is con-
vinced will succeed over the next 
decade, and if the community 
has shown strong support.

For more information about 
the Salt Spring Sheep Breeders 
Group, contact Jenny McKee at 
mckee.shambles@gmail.com. 
Further meetings about the mill 
will be announced.
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250-653-4148
Kapa Kai Glass

ON CALL &
  ON TIME
Our Island's
only Interprovincial
Journeymen Glaziers

• Auto Glass
• Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication
• Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms

Free Estimates
Your "clear" choice for glass.

TROY KAYE

Salt Spring

(Above Thriftys)

Buyers and Sellers we have an exciting 
application that will assist you. First to 
the real estate market in Canada, 
RE/MAX Western Canada has 
announced its new Augmented Reality 
feature, ‘LiveView’ on the free RE/MAX 
mobile real estate search app. 

This new feature is available on 
iPhone, Android and Blackberry 
devices -off ering a QR code scanner.

Simply place your mobile device in 
front of our real estate sign and you 
will receive instant information about 
that listing!

Call us today for details! 250-537-9977

RE/MAX 
Salt Spring 
has some 
great news!!

Income Tax
CANADIAN & AMERICAN

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARTION

James T. Fogarty
TAX ACCOUNTANT

Fulford Village Offi ce

PH: 250-653-4692 FX: 250-653-9221
by appointment

Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd.
Contact us to beat the HST before June 30th

SAM ANDERSON
A P P L I A N C E  R E P A I R

Spring Special
PROFESSIONAL DRYER CLEAN & 

MAINTENANCE CHECK 

$49.00
Don’t let your dryer become a fi re hazard

250-537-5268

Fine cookware
& accessories 
available at:

140 Fulford-Ganges Rd.
250-537-5882

Quality
Doesn’t Cost...

It Pays!
COMMUNITY EVENTS

Salt Spring blooms with full menu 
of special events unfolding in April
Visitors and islanders 

can take in arts, 

food and culture, 

recreation and more

Branching out from last 
year’s first Salt Spring Blos-
som Festival, the island’s 
Chamber of Commerce is 
promoting an entire fun-
filled month of largely free 
activities in April. 

Arts and culture events, 
eco-adventures, live music, 
culinary treats and shopping 
at the island’s famous Satur-
day market await visitors and 
islanders.

April 5 signals the start of 
the month-long “bouquet” 
of events. Sponsored by the 
Salt Spring Chamber of Com-
merce and the Salt Spring 
Arts Council, the Easter Art 
Show and Tour will kick off 
with a gala reception at his-
toric Mahon Hall beginning 
at 6 p.m. Featured artist Tom 

Duquette will attend, local 
artists will be present to dis-
cuss their art and live music 
will help celebrate the start of 
the sixth annual event. 

Saturday, April 7 is the fi rst 
day of the popular Saturday 
market, and the weekend will 
include Easter egg hunts at 
various locations, a kids’ Bud-
ding Artist Day at Mahon Hall, 
and stories and songs will be 
featured at West of the Moon 
in downtown Ganges. Many 
restaurants will have Easter 
dinner and brunch specials. 

April 13 to 15 is the Blos-
som Festival Weekend with 
farm and garden tours, a 
special brunch at Salt Spring 
Vineyards, the annual open 
house at Foxglove garden 
centre, the opening of Rain-
bow Road Allotment Gardens 
and a Masquerade Ball at the 
Harbour House on April 14 
from 7 p.m. to midnight. 

Salt Spring will mark Earth 
Day Weekend (April 21-22) 
with the inaugural Spring 

Kite Festival, a special party 
in Centennial Park, Ganges 
Harbour clean-up and beau-
tifi cation, the year-end Stage-
coach Theatre School show 
and a variety of farm and gar-
den tours. 

Special weekend “stay and 
play” packages including 

accommodation and meals, 
kayaking, whale-watching, 
golf, day hikes as well as spa, 
yoga and wellness treats will 
also be available. 

People can learn more at 
www.saltspringchamber.com 
or call the chamber at 250-
537-8320. 

AGRICULTURE

Yard debris collection day returns 
Bring Your Branches Day runs 

next Saturday at two Salt 

Spring locations

The Salt Spring Golf and Country 
Club at Central and Hope Hill Farm at 
235 Musgrave Rd. will be the two host 
sites for the next Bring Your Branches 
Day on Saturday, March 31 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Organizers are expecting lots of 
branches from the recent windstorms, 
and tree prunings and brush are wel-
come too. Material must be clean with 

no invasive species (blackberry, broom 
and gorse etc.), and no contaminants 
such as stones, plastic or garbage. The 
material must also be small enough to 
go through a chipper, so stumps and 
large-diametre logs are not acceptable.

The first Bring Your Branches Day 
was held in February and netted about 
60 yards of material in Ganges and 
another 18 yards at Hope Hill Farm, 
reports Elizabeth White, one of the 
organizers. 

“Everyone was very happy with the 
results, although the weather could have 
been more cooperative. This month 
Hope Hill Farm encourages south-

enders to engage in a little friendly 
competition with the north island and 
increase the south-end tally.”

Branches dropped off at the golf 
course on March 31 will be chipped 
and donated to the new community 
allotment gardens behind Rainbow 
Road Pool.  

Bring Your Branches is part of a larg-
er effort by the Salt Spring Agricultural 
Alliance, supported by funding from 
Vancity Credit Union, to increase the 
amount of compost available to island 
growers. 

For more information, call White at 
250-537-2616.

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY

Delicious, freshly prepared island food will again be part of the 

2012 Blossom Festival. 

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/
GIDriftwood

ISLANDS TRUST 

Trustees defer Star Barks permit 
decision to give neighbours notice
TUP sought for bylaw 

compliance

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Local Trust Com-
mittee has deferred consider-
ation of a temporary use permit 
application needed to keep the 
Star Barks pet supply store in 
compliance with local bylaws.

The extra time means neigh-
bours can be brought up to 
speed on the proposal’s latest 
developments.

Residents who live near Star 
Barks, at 1429 Fulford-Ganges 
Rd., will soon receive notifi ca-
tion of the property owners’ 
application for a three-year 
TUP application. The new TUP 
request, which replaces the 
owners’ original application for 
a 60-day permit, is needed to 
accommodate the property’s 
primary commercial use on 
industrial (In2) land.

The application is a result of an 
attempt to comply with a bylaw 
enforcement investigation con-
ducted by the Islands Trust.

Trust staff insist the three-
year TUP is required to give the 
property owners enough time 
to go through the rezoning pro-
cess.

“I think three years makes 
more sense,” said trustee George 
Grams at the LTC’s March 15 
business meeting. “That area is 
in transition, there’s going to be 
an abattoir by that time and the 
three years gives us an oppor-
tunity to examine the rezoning 
application.”

A staff report presented to 
trustees at the meeting notes 
the land’s industrial zoning and 
surrounding uses, such as the 
abattoir facility, conflict with 
offi cial community plan objec-
tives “which favour a rural resi-
dential land-use pattern” in the 

area.
“Should the LTC want to 

approve the application and 
issue the TUP, it should do so 
with deliberate awareness that 
the use confl icts with the OCP 
designation,” reads a March 8 
staff report.

“Frankly, were I a neighbour, 
I think I’d be more concerned 
with having an abattoir next 
door than a pet food store, 
but that’s done and it’s been 
approved,” Grams said.

The proposed TUP would 
limit the scope of the property’s 
retail sales to “pet and livestock 
supplies” and the retail space’s 
fl oor area to 1,600 square feet. 

Notice of the new TUP will 
be circulated to neighbours 
and posted in the Driftwood in 
accordance with Local Govern-
ment Act requirements.

The owners of Star Barks 
operate under a 10-year lease 
with property owners Barb 
and Strick Aust. The business 
employs five part-time and 
one full-time staff members, 
according to the Trust staff 
report.

“That area is in 

transition.”

GEORGE GRAMS
Salt Spring trustee
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Reason for
optimism

W
ith the last ballot 
in local govern-
ment elections 
only counted four 

months ago, it was heartening 
to hear last week that signifi -
cant steps had been taken to 
acquire a governance study for 
Salt Spring Island.

Trustees George Grams and Peter Grove, and 
Capital Regional District director Wayne McIntyre 
had campaigned on a promise to seek such a 
study for the island. But with all the time and 
effort it takes to get up to speed and running in 
such demanding positions, though, few people 
were probably expecting to see such prompt 
action. 

Approval and funds for such a study must come 
through the province’s 
Ministry of Community, 
Sport and Cultural Devel-
opment. As an interview 
with the Driftwood 
indicated, its minister, 
Ida Chong, clearly heard 
the delegates’ reasoning. 
As well, having held the 
portfolio in the past, she 
is more up to speed on 
the island’s governance 
history than some other 

Liberal ministers who’ve held the post in the last 
few years. Whether that translates into approval 
for study funds will depend on what ministry staff 
determine and recommend in coming weeks. 

People might want to quibble with the fact the 
elected offi cials were in Ms. Chong’s offi ce at the 
same time as a local Chamber of Commerce del-
egation, but the chamber had followed up on its 
own letter to the ministry and already arranged a 
meeting to discuss Salt Spring’s governance status 
and the economy. It only made sense for the busy 
minister to hear the different takes on the same 
issue at the same time. 

While the Grove and Grams, and McIntyre del-
egations covered a range of problems the current 
structure aggravates, the Chamber of Commerce 
was able to bring the stagnant local economy’s 
perspective to the picture. It would be folly to 
blame our lack of centralized local government for 
the economic decline of recent years, but it should 
not fall to a non-publicly funded body like the 
Chamber of Commerce to be the only organiza-
tion willing and able to do something about it.  

We look forward to hearing the community 
minister’s response to the island’s governance 
study request. 

Positive CRD water changes in sight
BY WAYNE MCINTYRE

This is a response to the open letter to myself from 
three Beddis water subscribers that was published in 
the March 14 Driftwood.

For the benefi t of all Salt Spring water commissions and the com-
munity as a whole, I felt it useful to outline some of the actions taken 
in the last three months to address longstanding Salt Spring water 
management issues.

The issues around quality, delivery, quantity and cost of water 
are indeed complex and have existed for many years and many are 
understandably frustrated with the apparent lack of progress. It would 
be nice but not realistic to suggest that there is a quick and easy fi x. 
From my brief time in offi ce, with a steep learning curve on water 
issues, I have a perspective that it is critical to work together to take 
steps to not repeat the mistakes of the past and deal with the issues 
on many levels.

The past three months have been a time of intense personal educa-
tion. I have attended almost all water commission meeting, all Salt 
Spring Water Council meetings and have taken steps in conjunction 
with commissions, local and off-island staff and others to address 
water management on Salt Spring from operational, tactical and 
political perspectives.

Operationally, steps have been taken to action recommendations 
made last fall by the SSI water commissions working group. Victoria 
CRD staff have been more engaged in addressing the recommenda-
tions and a new on-island staff support organization will be formally 
in place on April 2 and the new CRD general manager, Kees Ruurs, has 
provided some support already, has hired a new parks manager and 
is in the process of hiring a senior project engineer who will work and 
live on Salt Spring. At the very least it is expected that the new organi-
zation will provide timely and consistent on-island support primarily 
for water and sewer projects.

Tactically, water management has been given a higher profi le at 
the CRD. I pushed to have water management as a key strategy in the 
CRD’s new strategic plan and it will be included with waste manage-

ment. At the January CRD board meeting I was appoint-
ed to the Union of B.C. Municipalities small water sys-
tems working group and attended my fi rst meeting on 
March 13. It has proven to be a good forum to compare 

what is happening across the province in the management of small 
water systems: delivery, quantity, quality and costs as well as possible 
regulatory changes. The contacts made will be invaluable and infor-
mation from this working group will be shared with the community.

Politically, in addition to the efforts over the months and years from 
the individual commissions, it was recently announced by the pro-
vincial government that a new local government audit department 
will soon be in place to monitor policies, practices and costs as well as 
deal with queries from the public. Regional districts will be under the 
auspices of this department. 

Salt Spring was fortunate enough to have three delegations pres-
ent to Minster of Community, Sport and Cultural Development, Ida 
Chong, on March 12. As one of the delegations, I brought Salt Spring 
water issues to the attention of Minister Chong and her assistant 
deputy minister Julian Paine.

As far as specifi cs for the Beddis community to be fully informed, 
formal commission agendas and minutes are posted on the CRD 
website and commissioners have committed to further develop the 
Beddis website as a timely and comprehensive communications tool. 

In addition, at the March 2 Beddis 2012 budget meeting the motion 
passed included reference to project cost controls and other elements 
of project management. The motion was reviewed with CRD staff 
prior to it being passed to ensure their support. Future meetings can 
be coordinated with the commission and held with subscribers to 
outline some of these actions in more detail and to listen to sugges-
tions. 

As a realistic optimist I believe all parties are looking forward to 
positive changes in both the process and results. I am certainly com-
mitted to doing my part to make this happen.

The writer is Salt Spring’s electoral area director to the CRD.
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Ah, to be in Russia, that bastion of democra-
cy! On March 4, Russians went to the polls and 
gave the nod for Vladimir Putin to take the helm 
for another six years. There were “irregularities.”

In Chechnya province, there were many 
more votes than there were eligible voters. In 
fact, 107 per cent of the eligible voters cast bal-
lots. Mr. Putin garnered all the votes save one. 

Given that not so long ago Russian forces 
pretty much bulldozed the entire province to 
ferret out “dissidents,” Putin’s rock-star popu-
larity in Chechnya is even more mystifying. 
And that YouTtube video showing some big, 
gap-toothed Russian lump of a man stuffi ng 
ballot after ballot into the polling box? It’s noth-
ing, really!

Here at home, our own federal election 
irregularities just won’t go away — in fact, just 
the opposite. The so-called robocall scandal 
is picking up momentum. Elections Canada 
is now investigating some 700 complaints of 
phone calls across the country that misdirect-
ed voters to nonexistent voting stations. As the 
truth unfolds, it appears that all parties with the 
exception of Elizabeth May’s Green Party are 
equally guilty of dirty tricks, possibly criminally 
dirty tricks. The fl agellates are falling all over 
themselves with contrition and apologies. 

The world fully expects a Russian election 
to be fraught with criminal tampering, but 
Canada? Times have changed. There was a time 
when Canada was seen as that great Utopian 
multi-cultural shining beacon. There was a 
time when a Canadian abroad received prefer-
ential treatment — upgraded rooms, generous 

meal portions, better cigars. 
There was a time when Ameri-
cans would stitch Canadian 
flags onto their backpacks 
and lapels when heading to 
Europe. No more. Over the 
past 10 years, our global repu-
tation has tanked. Not so, you 
say? Let’s review.

Where to begin? Let’s start 
with the Dudley Do-Right, 
“always get their man” Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police. You know, one of the forces that took 
more than nine years to nail Robert Pickton, the 
monster convicted of butchering six women 
and suspected of 43 more murders — a killing 
spree as worthy of international horror as any 
of the thousands of ghastly executions carried 
out by the Mexican drug cartels. 

And speaking of “Roberts,” how about Robert 
Dziekanski, the poor sod who died in the arms 
of the RCMP at Vancouver International Airport 
after being tasered multiple times — a death 
that has rightfully caused a diplomatic furor 
between Poland and Canada? The Mounties 
always get their man? They don’t do too badly 
getting their women either, as four female 
mounties have brought formal charges of sexu-
al harassment and abuse against the force, and 
many more are keeping quiet rather than suffer 
public humiliation.

Sexual abuse? Where should I start? Shall we 
talk about the Boy Scouts of Canada, where 
there have been 24 made in Canada lawsuits 
for sexual abuse, with more complaints buried 

until they were pushed to open 
their books? And how about the 
men of the cloth? From coast to 
coast, Roman Catholic priests 
have been pilloried for their 
disgraceful behaviour at First 
Nations residential schools and 
in the back rooms of churches 
across Canada.

Even our most Canadian of 
pastimes, ice hockey, has been 

torn apart. The one-time Hockey News Man 
of the Year coach Graham James — busted for 
sexually abusing his players, including one of 
the best to play the game, the Calgary Flames’ 
Theoren Fleury. 

And who can forget the international black 
eye we sustained last year when thousands 
went to the streets of Vancouver lighting up 
police cars and looting the downtown stores 
after the Canucks lost to Boston in the Stanley 
Cup fi nal? Vancouver, home to the 2010 Winter 
Olympics, where a young Georgian sledder 
crashed and died on a purportedly unsafe, 
poorly protected downhill run on the opening 
day. Vancouver, where 100 perfectly healthy 
sled dogs were slaughtered by Outdoor Adven-
tures because business had slowed down when 
the Olympics left town.

And who can forget all those images of fl uffy 
white baby seals being clubbed to death with 
big spikey sticks, which prompted seal pelt 
bans around much of the world? In a 2006 
interview, the Beatles’ Paul McCartney said 
“Canada is known as a great nation, but this is 

something that leaves a stain on the character 
of the Canadian people . . .” No kidding. 

Like Omar Kahdr, the Canadian kid languish-
ing in Guantanamo for 10 years despite the pro-
tests of international groups such as Amnesty 
International and our own judicial system rec-
ommending he be brought home.

That black hole in northern Alberta, known 
as the Alberta Tar Sands? The Keystone pipeline, 
a project approved by the Harper government 
but vetoed by the American government as 
being too risky for the environment? Talk about 
a role reversal. The U.S. out-greening Canada? 
Not to worry, the latest project is to lay a pipe-
line across northern Alberta and B.C. to get the 
oil to Prince Rupert and on to China, a proposal 
that is leaving First Nations groups and interna-
tional watchdogs shaking their heads. 

Don’t get me wrong. I love my country and 
wouldn’t move for love nor money, but those 
halcyon days where Canada could claim the 
moral high road are long gone. Those days 
where we would sniff our noses at the United 
States and declare “Gawd, just look at those 
people!” — those days are gone. 

The robocalls, the negative ads, digging up 
dirt about a political opponents — it’s now just 
another day at the offi ce. We can no longer look 
in mock horror at the political, social and eco-
nomic carnage taking place in the U.S., Russia, 
or any other country you would care to name. 
It is the new face of democracy, and it’s a world 
portrait that includes us.

republicofsaltspring@mac.com

Small is 
beautiful

Of course anyone would 
agree with John Myers that 
conveniences and com-
forts humans have created 
through the centuries are 
a benefi t to mankind (“On 
efficiency” letter, March 
14). 

In my piece in the Drift-
wood on “efficiency” the 
week before, I oversimpli-
fied for brevity. I should 
have said that too much 
development in the cause 
of efficiency has led to 
large, unstable and “unre-
silient” industrial systems 
that are vulnerable to col-
lapse, or have negative 
unintended consequences 
writ large. Nature in the 
overall picture is actually 
very effi cient because vari-
ety keeps many options 
open. 

The cod fishery has its 
parallel in the financial 
collapse of 2008 — too 
much technology com-
bined with greed and not 
enough common sense. If 
the house of cards is too 
big the collapse becomes 
devastatingly widespread. 
Small is beautiful and effi -
ciency is not a good reason 
to tie us to a massive smart 
meter grid.  

On a related topic raised 
by John Myers, yes, life is 
more convenient now than 
in my grandparents’ time. 
They lived in the late 19th 
century before the age of 
oil. We are now at peak oil. 
If you follow the work of 
Jeff Rubin (Why Your World 
is Going to Get a Whole Lot 
Smaller) or British author 
Rob Hopkins (The Transi-
tion Handbook: Moving 
From Oil Dependency to 
Local Resilience) the lives 
of my grandchildren, when 

they are my age (81) will be 
more like my grandparents’ 
than they will be like ours. 

The end of this century 
may not be quite as con-
venient as we have it now, 
however, it may be more 
meaningful and neigh-
bourly. No condition is per-
manent.
ROBERT BATEMAN,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

Teachers 
support 
overblown 

Looking at the March 7 
edition of Salt Spring says, 
it appears that five out of 
five people are endorsing 
the teachers’ strike. 

Is this a fair view of gener-
al public sentiment? I don’t 
think so. I think it’s just a 
coincidence. Well over half 
the people I’ve talked to say 
that the teachers are amply 

and well paid for what they 
do and should go back to 
work! 
JIM MCCLEAN, 
S A L T  S P R I N G 

Editor’s note: Salt Spring 
Says is conducted by accept-
ing the answers of the fi rst 
five people willing to par-
ticipate, regardless of their 
views.

No quick fi x 
This is a response to 

Peter Grove’s Viewpoint in 
the last issue of the Drift-
wood regarding St. Mary 
Lake.

Like trustee Grove I 
have been attending vari-
ous formal and informal 
sessions on the quality of 
St. Mary and various con-
tributors to the problem, 
as well as heard from many 
residents, commissions, 
suppliers and businesses. 
While there are a variety 
of views, the consistency 

is that there is a serious 
problem and that it needs 
addressing; sooner rather 
than later. On a personal 
note, I walk the trails on 
Channel Ridge and looking 
down at St. Mary Lake is 
not a pretty sight!

In trustee Grove’s article 
as well he says: “Next on 
the list of culprits on St. 
Mary Lake and also a seri-
ous problem are the septic 
tanks and fi elds . . . .” 

The CRD has a sep-
tic monitoring program 
in place that to date Salt 
Spring has not subscribed 
to, but I have had initial 
discussions with the CRD 
staff on the program as has 
Angus Mitchell, the chair 
of the St. Mary Lake Stew-
ardship Committee and a 
member of the Salt Spring 
Wa t e r  Co u n c i l  b o a rd . 
Angus and I plan to meet 
with CRD staff together 
to discuss the program, 

including costs, time to 
implement and experi-
ences of other CRD local 
governments with the pro-
gram. Once this review is 
completed a plan can be 
discussed with the com-
munity. 

As trustee Grove stated: 
“Clearly there is a cost to 
this.” There may indeed 
be a much greater cost of 
not taking action and I am 
appreciative that the two 
trustees: “ . . . will be as 
supportive and as helping 
as they are able.”

St. Mary Lake, as many 
other water issues on Salt 
Spring, is not a quick fix, 
but we need to start and 
continue the process of 
taking action.
WAYNE MCINTYRE,
S S  C R D  D I R E C T O R 

Letters to the editor

SALT SPRING SAYS
We asked: How do you know spring has arrived on Salt Spring?

IZADAURA 
GODCHILD
The birds are singing, the 
sun is shining and now I 
can’t fi nd any parking.

CORA AND REX 
BAILEY
Weather changes quickly and 
the robins come out.

AMBER MACARTHUR
When the fl owers are out and 
the trees are all in bloom

GARY MACHELL
When it gets warmer than 
this.

ALIX WHITFIELD
It snows on the hummingbirds.

Canada’s days on moral high ground are over

IslandVoices
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“Someone who can do a lot with a little. Someone who 
stops to smell the seaweed.”

DEFINITION OF A SALT SPIRNG IDLER, FROM THE SS FOLK CLUB

HEADTOHEAD

Peter 
Vincent

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 

Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 

during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.

Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

MORE LETTERS  continued on 10
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICES CENTRES

Locations across B.C. Visit one near you. 
WorkBCCentres.ca  1.800.663.7867  TDD: 1.800.661.8773

Looking for work? We can help.
Get the training and support you need to find and keep a job in B.C.
Job search resources • Personal employment planning • Workshops and training • Specialized services

NOTICES
The annual general meeting of the 
members of the Association will be 
held at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday March 
29, 2012 at the Lower Hall of the Salt 
Spring Island United Church, 111 
Hereford Avenue, Ganges.
A resolution to amend the bylaws 
of the Association will be presented 
for approval by the members of the 
Association present at the annual 
general meeting to be held at 3:30 p.m. 
on Thursday March 29, 2012.  The full 
text of the proposed resolution will be 
posted in the Temporary Library, 118 
Jackson Ave., Ganges, between the 
publication of this advertisement and 
the annual general meeting.

268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

250-537-9971
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca
COUNSELLING SERVICES ARE FREE

Salt Spring Island Community Services

* Counselling Services: Short-term counselling for adults, youth 
and families.

* Alcohol and Drug Program: Prevention and treatment service 
is free and confi dential.

*   Family Place: 
Baby Talk & Breastfeeding Support: Mon. 10:30-12
Stay & Play Drop-In: Fri. 10-1 & Tues./Thurs. 12-3
Parent-Child Mother Goose: Wed. 10-12, Fernwood Elementary

* Let’s Do Brunch: Tuesday, 9:30am - 12:30pm
* Food Bank: Open Tuesday, 11am - 4pm
* The Wall: Indoor Rock Climbing Gym, open Thurs. & Sun. 6:30-

9:30 pm. Information: ahasenfratz@gmail.com or 250-537-8970
* Recycle Depot: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm,

349 Rainbow Rd., 250-537-1200.
* Seniors Wellness Programs: Call Sharon Glover, 250-537-4607.
* Emergency Mental Health Services: Available 4 pm to 

midnight at Lady Minto Hospital. Call 250-538-4840
* 24-hr. Crisis Line: Toll free: 1-866-386-6323. Caller is connected 

with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria.

BCUC 
appeal 

The recent decision by 
the B.C. Utilities Com-
mission to dismiss our 
legal complaint against 
BC Hydro’s “wireless pro-
gram” was not a huge 
surprise when you real-
ize that 34 municipalities 
(representing almost 2 
million people) are call-
ing for a moratorium and 
being ignored, and that 
Dr. Perry Kendall says he 
can fi nd “no evidence of 
harm” even though the 
WHO recently classified 
the radiation from smart 
meters as a class 2B car-
cinogen.

The BCUC response 
states that “there is insuf-
fi cient evidence to prove 
that the Clean Energy Act 
didn’t prescribe ‘wireless 
meters,’” but as our law-
yer David Aaron states in 
his legal complaint:

1. Wireless capabilities 
are not necessary to fulfi ll 
the prescribed require-
ments under the CEA and 

the regulation. Wireless 
capabilities exceed the 
prescribed requirements. 

2. Neither the CEA nor 
the regulation explic-
itly requires BC Hydro to 
install a wireless system. 
If the legislature intended 
BC Hydro to implement 
a wireless smart meter-
ing system, it would have 
explicitly outlined that 
requirement in the regu-
lation due to the serious 
public interest concerns. 

Hydro/BCUC is also 
denying the ZigBee chip 
(the snooping compo-
nent) will be used to col-
lect personal data and 
sell it to corporations. But 
they know as well as we 
do that appliances with 
reader chips are the next 
generation of appliances, 
designed to operate with 
your smart meter. And 
that pretty soon we’ll be 
required to “change-out” 
our old appliances to 
ensure we are all hooked 
up like lab rats. 

Add soaring bills into 
the mix and a provincial 
government that doesn’t 

care and we are left with 
no choice but to appeal 
the BCUC’s decision and  
protect our analogue 
meters using whatever 
means are necessary.
ANDREA COLLINS,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Clean-up 
looks good 

Good for the Fulford 
Hall committee in over-
seeing the clean-up in 
front of the Fulford Inn. It 
looks much better.

The article in your 
last paper reminded me 
of years ago when Capt. 
Drummond donated 
the property that is now 
called Drummond Park 
to the children of the 
community for a play-
ground. I remember the 
men of the community 
going in and cleaning 
out the blackberries and 
removing all the debris 
and old machinery and 
evening out the ground 
to prepare the property 
to be a safe place for the 
children to play. I also 
remember after they 
had done all the work 
cleaning the area, which 
took a lot of work and a 
lot of their time, instead 
of thanking them for 
their efforts a letter from 
a  newcomer was sent to 
the Driftwood, complain-
ing about the area being 
“bulldozed fl at.”

Of course, all property 
does look less desirable 
when it is fi rst prepared 
for better and more use-
ful purposes. Maybe if we 
all did a little raking and 
picking up of the garbage, 
broken glass and debris, 
and brought our ideas 
we could develop a lovely 
little area for everyone to 
enjoy. 

As for the blackberries, 
there’s plenty of them on 
the island for birds and 
whatever to live in. Black-
berries are not natural 
to the island and are an 
invasive plant.

I don’t know why you 
would write such an 
article as you did in last 
week’s paper that cer-
tainly is not the feelings of 
most of us.
DARLENE O’DONNELL,
F U L F O R D

Skeena 
congrats

Those who quibble at 
the operations of the B.C. 
Ferry Corporation should 
have been at the Fulford 

ferry dock on March 12 
for the 7:50 a.m. sailing of 
the Skeena Queen. 

The infamous “weath-
er bomb” was blowing 
full strength up the har-
bour and the ferry was 
approaching her berth; 
it was only by consum-
mate shiphandling that 
she was docked safely. 

Next, the professional-
ism of the deck crew was 
shown by the ease with 
which power was sup-
plied by the ferry to pow-
erless Fulford to enable 
the terminal ramp to be 
operated. 

Intrepid passengers 
were then treated to a 
voyage on the boisterous 
waters and a first-hand 
display of the ferry’s sea-
worthiness as she was 
navigated to Swartz Bay 
via the back route, going 
backwards (or so car 
passengers might have 
thought, as their cars 
seemed to be facing the 
wrong way on deck), until 
Swartz Bay was reached 
and lo and behold they 
were facing the right way 
to drive off. 

The really scary part of 
the trip? Barrelling down 
the Pat Bay highway at 90 
km/hr in the doubledeck-
er #70 express bus.

Well done, Skeena 
Queen.
KEN MACKENZIE,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

Behind 
farming

As relative newcom-
ers to the island, we were 
very impressed with the 
support we received from 
islanders for our struggle 
with the assessment 
authority over our farm 
status. We thank the Drift-
wood for picking up on 
the story published in the 
Feb. 22 paper.

Last week, our two-
year battle to regain com-
plete farm status was 
successfully resolved. We 
are glad to report that the 
assessment review panel 
saw all the arguments we 
presented at face value, 
and common sense was 
allowed to prevail. We feel 
it is important to share 
some of this with our 
community.

We have a property that 
has two different zonings, 
A1 and Rural. The BC 
assessment authority had 
removed farm classifi ca-
tion from the 11 acres of 
our property zoned Rural. 
At the review panel, we 

sought that our farm sta-
tus be reinstated with-
out any split classifica-
tion, for many reasons; 
these include erosion 
control, contributing 
habitat, farm activity that 
includes a major com-
posting plan and the vir-
tual inability to subdivide 
the Rural-zoned area in 
question. Our main argu-
ment was the simple fact 
that activity, not zoning, 
determines farm status. 

The BC Assessment 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
from the Farm Assess-
ment Review Panel do 
not allow for split clas-
sification on either ALR 
land or non-ALR land, 
as long as it meets the 
criterium in relation to 
the amount of property 
being farmed and the 
amount of income gener-
ated by that property. We 
believe it wasn’t until we 
pulled out the dictionary 
definition of “property” 
that the panel under-
stood that the BCA’s main 
argument to require both 
zoned areas to qualify for 
farm status was invalid.

We worked very hard to 
build a strong submission 
to the assessment review 
panel, and we would like 
to thank all of those fel-
low islanders who sup-
ported us. Each little bit 
was a great contribution. 
Special mention goes to 
trustee George Grams 
and Trust planner Kris-
ten Aasen, whose listen-
ing skills, patience and 
strong letters of support 
proved the Islands Trust 
has its heart in the right 
place in regard to farming 
on Salt Spring.

We may not be com-
pletely out of the woods 
yet, as our conversation 
with the assessor includ-
ed reference to the value 
per acre of our land being 
dramatically increased. If 
they raise it as much as 
they implied, we could 
not generate the rev-
enue per acre required 
to retain our farm status. 
When we mentioned this 
to the assessment review 
panel, they told us this 
was out of their jurisdic-
tion. If anyone out there 
knows how to battle that 
impediment to farming, 
let us know!

Thanks again to a 
community who stands 
behind farming and local 
food production.
CHARLES GROOMS, 
INGA MICHAELSEN,
M U S G R A V E  R O A D

PHOTOS BY JEN MACLELLAN 

WEARING OF THE GREEN: These black-and-white photos don’t show it, but John Dolman, left, and Tim O’Connor wear 

bright-green leis, and Tim sports a tiny geen Irish hat and “Kiss me I’m Irish” button, while young Clare Matheson dons a giant green 

hat in Ganges on St. Patrick’s Day Saturday.
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OPINION

O N  P R E M I S E S  W I N E  A N D  B E E R  M A K I N G
AT

131 PRICE ROAD  •  250 931 1963 
TUES. - SAT. 12:30 - 4:30 OR BY APPT.

Wine Cellar
T H E

�

Wines, Beers, Ciders & Coolers.

Harry & Gerry

SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF ELECTION BY VOTING FOR TRUSTEES 

ELECTION BY VOTING
Public Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection 
District an Election by Voting is necessary to elect, for a three year term commencing 
at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held on April 16, 2012 and terminating at 
the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held in the year 2015, to fi ll the offi ces of 
three (3) Trustees on the Board of Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District and that the 
persons nominated as candidates at the Election and for whom the votes will be received 
are listed below:

TRUSTEES - three persons to be elected:
Surname Given Name Residential Address

ECKBERG Grant 226 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2K7

HANNAH Richard 2059 North End Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 1C9

PATTERSON N. Bruce 2914 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 2P3

ZOOK Elizabeth 111 Lawnhill Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 2C8

VOTING DAY for the election of Trustees will be open on Monday the sixteenth (16th) day 
of April 2012, TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT at: 

 GANGES FIRE HALL, Regular Training Room

AND SUCH VOTING PLACE SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF Eleven (11:00) 
A.M. and Five (5:00 ) P.M.

ADVANCE VOTING for election of Trustees shall be open on Wednesday the eleventh 
(11th) of April 2012 TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS  OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT between the hours of eleven (11:00) A.M. and four (4:00) P.M. at 
the Ganges Fire Hall, Regular Training Room.

Given under my hand at Ganges, B.C. this twentieth (20th) day of March 2012.

     Thomas F. Moore
     Returning Offi cer
ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS
You are qualifi ed as an Elector if you are:
A Canadian Citizen
eighteen years or older on Voting Day
a resident in the Province for at least six months before Voting Day
an owner of land within the boundaries of the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District
an authorized agent, designated in writing as the said agent, of a Board or Corporation 
that owns land within the Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District
 If more than one person is registered on title as owner of land then those owners are 
entitled to vote providing they meet the qualifi cations set out above. No persons may 
vote more than once with the exception that they may vote as an authorized agent and 
personally if they own land on a personal basis. Please note that when checking the list 
of owners provided by the B.C. Assessment Authority the multiple ownership of some 
properties may not have been recorded. If the property that is being used for voting 
purposes is held in multiple ownership it is recommended that the persons intending to 
vote bring suitable identifi cation, as listed below, to avoid any inconvenience. 

If you are not on the List of Registered Electors you may register on Voting Day providing 
you produce two pieces of identifi cation, one of which has your signature, preferably 
with pictorial identifi cation, e.g drivers licence, and documentation proving ownership 
of the land for which you are owner, e.g tax notice, assessment notice or duplicate 
certifi cate of title.

Sunday April 1, 2012
9:00 am — 4:30 pm

Farmers’ Institute Hall

Quilters for making quilt tops
Sewers for making bags.

Helpers to pin, tie, iron etc.
Helpers for setup Sat. Mar 31 4:30

Helpers for takedown Sun. Apr 1 4:30

Phone: Marguerite Lee 250 537 5302
Or email: islandcomfortquilts@shaw.ca

Volunteers Needed

SSunday Apriillll 1111 2012

ISISLAND COMFORT QUILTSLAND COMFORT QUILTS

QuiltingQuilting Bee Bee

Lancer Building, 323 Lower Ganges Road
250-537-2648 

GULF ISLANDS 

OPTICAL

Complete set of
s.v. prescription glasses

only $99.00

SHOP LOCALLY
& SAVE

While in Vietnam, make sure 
you don’t order the mutt-on

I have just come back from Ho 
Chi Minh City where I have seen 
many amazing things, including 
Ho Chi Minh himself.

What’s left of Uncle Ho (his 
mummifi ed corpse) reposes on 
display in a gargantuan, grace-
less mausoleum in the centre 
of the city. I saw other amazing 
things — pagodas, sacred caves, 
water buffalo placidly plodding 
through rice paddies, sylphlike 
sampans, graceful as eyelashes, 
skimming the surface of canals 
and rivers.

But I think the most amazing 
thing I saw in Ho Chi Minh City 
was motorbikes. Motorbikes are 
to the Vietnamese today what the 
automobile was to North Ameri-
cans in the 1950s. Times ten.

In Saigon alone (nobody other 
than government fl unkies call it 
Ho Chi Minh City) there are four 
million motorbikes. That is not 
a misprint. Four million. Virtu-
ally every Saigon family owns 
at least one. It functions as the 
family station wagon does for 
us. Again — times ten. 

It is not uncommon to see a 
family of fi ve on one motorbike, 
the youngest wedged between 
the handlebars, the rest hanging 
on any way they can. It is also 
not uncommon to see motor-
bikes carrying multiple bags of 
animal feed, freakishly high tiers 
of lumber, a refrigerator (I’m not 
making this up), 20-foot step-
ladders, butchered hogs, mat-
tresses, aluminum doors, toilet 
bowls.

And — Culture Shock 101 — 
crates stuffed with live animals 
— including puppies.

Saw this myself from a bus out-
side Hue — a little Honda putt-
putting along, one rider, with a 
dozen wooden crates full of what 
looked like Akitas or Huskies, 
weaned, maybe three months 
old, lashed down and teetering 
behind him.

And you just know they weren’t 
heading for the Hanoi Obedience 
and Agility Dog Trials.

Unpalatable fact: South East 
Asians eat dog — or some of 
them do. It’s an old tradition 
bound up with beliefs about the 
merits of dog meat as an energy 
booster and an aphrodisiac.

The natives are aware that 
canine entrees on the menu 
would make tourists nervous if 
not hysterical, so you don’t see 
escalope de poodle or barbecued 
border collie advertised, but if 
you go to an obscure Thai or Viet-
namese restaurant that caters 
to locals you might come across 
a dish called, ironically enough 
“pad krapaw.”

That’s um, stir-fried dog meat 
with basil leaves.

Eating dog meat is, I’m delight-
ed to report, a disappearing fea-
ture of Southeast Asian life. It’s 
a cuisine phenomenon mostly 
restricted to working-class cli-
entele. Kids in school are being 
taught that it’s not cool to eat 
pets — and in any case it’s rela-
tively expensive, dogs being rarer 
than carp or chickens.

Did I try it? Get serious. I’m a 
bourgeois North American gee-
zer. I’m so reactionary I seldom 
even buy sushi — unless I’m fi sh-
ing and I run out of bait. 

Besides, I knew if I indulged I 
would have to avoid eye contact 
forever with a Bearded Collie and 
a Golden Retriever/Border Collie 
cross back home.

Still, I didn’t raise a fuss 
when I saw unfamiliar, possibly 
pooch-oriented entrees on the 
odd South East Asian menus. 
Wouldn’t do for me as a Canadian 
to get too holier-than-thou over 
animal cruelty. I remember two 
other times when I saw cages of 
animals crammed together and 
stacked in tiers.

In one case the cages were 
stuffed with battery hens on a 
factory farm in southern Ontario; 
the other time was a barnyard 
crammed with tiny, windowless 
plastic cubes on a farm near Van-
couver. The cubes were the only 
home that veal calves, brusquely 
separated from their mamas, 
would ever know. 

South East Asians can’t teach 
North Americans much about 
cruelty to animals.

WIT & WHIMSY

Arthur
Black

Rants 
A speedy rant to the 

mindless, heartless, dan-
gerous driver who hit and 
killed the large, domestic 
long-haired cat about 
1:20 p.m. on March 15 
in the southbound lane 
of Fulford-Ganges Road, 
vicinity of Salt Spring 
Way. The sun was out, 
the road was dry, clear, 
a long straight stretch. 
There were few cars to 
impede your haste. 
Nevertheless, despite a 
clearly visible, obvious 
family pet in your path, 
making its way directly 
towards the side of the 
road to your right, you 
managed a perfect strike. 
You then sped off, leav-
ing it fully stretched out 
in the middle of your 
lane, forcing the next 
driver(s) to either swerve 
into the oncoming lane 
(or into the ditch) to 
avoid running over it, or 
to run over it, or to stop 
traffi c in order to remove 
the results of your behav-
ioural, intellectual and 
moral turpitude. M. Ste-
venson

Whoever dented and 
scraped the back passen-
ger door of my maroon 
Mazda Protege parked 
at the side of Pomodoro 
Pizza, then left the scene 
of the crime, “Karma 
will eventually get ya” — 
guaranteed. Jonn Ashlie

Roses
Beautiful roses to Bar-

bara Arnett for painting 
a “beautiful bike”and 
to Greg, Donna and Ian 
for donating old bikes 
to Velo Village. Call 250-
537-4859 or 250-653-
0015 to volunteer to be 
a painter or donate a 
bike. Jean

A lovely bouquet of 
roses to the gentleman 
who found my sweet 
old wrist watch and 
was thoughtful in tak-
ing it up to the library. 
I would like the oppor-
tunity to thank you in 
person. Joyce Sharpe

To all  the nurses 
at Salt Spring Island 
Health Unit, my sincere 
thanks for your friendly 
and professional care in 
treating my sunburnt 
leg. I will be much more 
diligent when next 
in the sun! Dorothy 
Weston

A rose, albeit a wet 
rose, to the crew of the 
CG cutter Nadon and 
the Coast Guard Auxil-
iary who went out into 
the teeth of the March 
12 storm to check on all 
the boats in the harbour 
and the bay off Centen-
nial Park to see if any-
one was in distress. 

An acre of B.C. dog-
wood blossoms to all 

the amazing folks who 
patrolled Mouat Park 
recently when Clip-
per and Sophie took an 
extended walk-about 
(10 hours). Thanks to 
all our 8 a.m. gang and 
everyone else — friends, 
strangers, disc golfers 
— who were all walking 
and calling the wander-
ers home to base, the 
parking lot. Very over-
whelming. The park-
ing lot was manned all 
day with plans to take 
shifts after dark if need-
ed. Special thanks to 
Susan and Daisy, who 
were with me all day. 
Wendy and Sonny May 
(possible concert pia-
nist), to Ken, Doggins, 
Skapa, Tiga and Jasper, 
Jean and Louie. Susan 
brought Clipper in 
at 3:30 p.m. and, just 
before we had given up, 
Jean, Louie and Susan 
brought a very scared 
and tired Sofi e in at 6:25 
p.m. Thank you all for 
your support, kindness 
and caring. Janet W

Tear-stained roses to 
Tami Wesley, Jim  Rad-
dysh and staff at Rain-
bow Road pool for their 
support in helping me 
to overcome a major life 
barrier by learning how 
to swim. My African 
forebears salute you.

A  b i g  b o u q u e t 
of sweet-smelling roses 
to Ann Stewart, who 
was forced to make the 

most dramatic transfor-
mation from her usual 
wonderful self into the 
demanding Mrs. Stur-
ges in Murder by Mem-
bership Only. Ann, you 
are a true professional 
and a pleasure to work 
with. Hugs. Marit (Hes-
ter)

A bucket of Dutch 
tulips and a big heartfelt 
thank you goes out to 
Sandi (Heritage Place), 
nurse Ian and the emer-
gency services for their 
quick response when 
my mom Rita was in 
distress. She is her old 
self again. Elly & Dave

Herb roses to whoev-
er had the outside grow-
op in the St. Mary Lake 
area and left behind all 
that amazing soil. It was 
a bit of work packing it 
all out of the bush but 
it’s enough to do all my 
veggie starters this year, 
thanks. By the way, I 
also packed out all your 
garbage too! Phil Bysher

A bouquet of smiling 
children’s faces for all 
our sponsors of the My 
Drawing Our World – 
Images of Child Hon-
ouring art  exhibit , 
booklet and posters. 
Thank you to Bob and 
Judy Weeden for the 
yummy apple juice, 
Embe for delicious 
cookies, TJ Beans for 
taking care of our cof-
fee hounds, Colleen of 
Salish Sea Chocolates 
for the decadent Crow 
Bar chocolate, Joanne 
and Ben of Arigado 
Sushi for the beauti-

ful maki rolls, Thrifty 
Foods and Country 
Grocer for the gener-
ous donations of food 
for our receptions, Fox-
glove Farm and Garden 
Supply for the beautiful 
bouquet of roses and 
Mouat’s Trading Co. 
and Windsor Supply for 
the calendars. Thank 
you to our volunteers 
Tai Goodenough, Viv-
ian Chu, Laura and 
Gwen Patrick, Mar-
garet and Ron MacK-
enzie, Carl Borgstrom 
for your help with the 
exhibition. And thank 
you to the Salt Spring 
Foundation for spon-
sorship of the booklets 
of children’s art work, 
Island Savings Credit 
Union, Mouat’s Trad-
ing, Windsor Plywood, 
Thrifty Foods, Sandra 
Smith, Crofton Bed 
and Breakfast, and the 
Best Western PLUS 
Emerald Isle in Sidney 
for sponsorship of the 
workshops, to Barn-
yard Grafi x for printing 
discount of the book-
lets, posters and back-
ing sheets for the art-
work, and Gallery 8 and 
ArtSpring for art show 
sponsorship. A special 
thank you as well to the 
Gail Sjuberg and staff 
at the Driftwood for 
printing the children’s 
work and photograph-
ing and printing press 
releases.  And most 
importantly to the 
children and teachers 
for the opportunity to 
make art together and 
learn about the princi-
ples and vision of Child 
Honouring. Tracy H

RANTS and Roses



What’s On This Week

107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certifi ed by the
Space Foundation

Squeeze Me!!Squeeze Me!!

1-800-8874321
www.tempurcanada.com

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada
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FRI. MAR 23 - 
TUES. MAR 27

JOIN US ON JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOKFACEBOOK

Plays Friday - Tuesday 7:00 pm 
Sunday 4pm matinee & 7:00pm

1hr 40 mins
Rating: PG

The
at Central Hall call 250-537-4656

To watch the preview go to www.thefritz.ca

 CINEMA

What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

w w w. d r i f t wo o d g i m e d i a . co m / c a l e n d a r

Simply Organic. 
Baroque and 20th-century 
compositions performed by Don 
Conley on the pipe organ at All 
Saints. All Saints. 10:10 AM  
Wednesday Night Live. 
Open stage with host Richard Cross. 
Moby’s. 8 PM 

 ACTIVITIES

Family, History and New 
Beginnings.
 A literary evening with novelists 
Marlyn Horsdal and Rosa Jordan. 
Lions Hall. 7 p.m.

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT   ACTIVITIES

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

  ACTIVITIES

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  ACTIVITIES

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT   ACTIVITIES

 EXHIBITIONS

• The Artist: Winner of 5 Academy Awards, including Best Picture and Best Actor. A crowd-pleasing tribute to the magic 

of silent cinema, The Artist is a clever, joyous film with delightful performances and visual style to spare. Hollywood 

1927. George Valentin (Jean Dujardin) is a silent movie superstar. The advent of the talkies will sound the end of  his 

career and  fall into oblivion. For young extra Peppy Miller (Berenice Bejo), major movie stardom awaits. The Artist tells 

the story of their interlinked destinies.

 

• Gordon Wright shows a retrospective of paintings called My Life on Salt Spring at the Salt Spring Health Centre 

(130 McPhillips Ave.) on Saturday, March 24 between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. The artist will be in attendance. (See story 

on Page 14 of this issue.)

• Salt Spring Painters Guild Art Show runs in the ArtSpring lobby space through March. 

• Pegasus Gallery of Canadian Art presents an exhibition of Inuit sculpture through March.

• Samantha Sanderson and Khadejha McCall exhibit work at Island Savings.

• A Salt Spring Photography Club exhibition features members Cliff Kelly and Wendy Rosier at Country Roasters 

Cafe in Country Grocer through March.

• Barbra Edwards shows paintings at Marketplace Cafe.

• Avril Kirby shows The Colour of Winter, photographic images celebrating winter on Salt Spring, at Penny’s Pantry 

through March.  

• The Porch Gallery is open Sundays from 12 to 4 p.m. at the home of Mother Tongue Publishing’s Mona Fertig 

& Peter Haase, 290 Fulford-Ganges Rd. Featuring work of George Fertig, Jack Akroyd, Irene Hoffar Reid, Wim 

Blom, Ina D.D. Uhthoff, Gary Sim, LeRoy Jensen, Gordon Caruso and Peter Haase. 

• See Lyman Whitaker’s wind sculptures at Grace Point Square.

• See the sculpture garden outside of Mahon Hall in Ganges.

Thurs.Thurs.
March 22

Thurs.Thurs.
March 22

Fri.Fri.
March 23

Fri.Fri.
March 23

Fabulous Flea Market
Delicious homemade food also available 

A fundraiser for the hall
Fulford Hall 

Saturday, March 31st, 10am to 2pm

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 8pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Wed.Wed.
March 21

Open Mic. 
At The Local. The Local. 6 PM  
What is Religion? 
Livestreaming of Karen 
Armstrong lecture at SS United 
Church. 7 p.m. 

Murder by Membership Only. 
A comedy by Thomas Hischak 
performed by Salt Spring Community 
Theatre. Mahon Hall. 8 PM  
Barley Bros. Live music at the Salt 
Spring Inn.  6 PM  
English and Van Wyck. 
Harbour House Hotel. 6 PM  
Fish + Bird. 
Live indie folk-rock band. Moby’s. 
9 PM 

Mon.Mon.
March 26

Tues.Tues.
March 27

Wed.Wed.
March 28

Sat.Sat.
March 24

Sat.Sat.
March 24

Sun.Sun.
March 25

Murder by Membership Only.
A comedy by Thomas Hischak 
performed by SS Community 
Theatre. Mahon Hall. 8 PM  
Richard Cross.  
Live music. Harbour House Hotel. 
6 PM
DJ Prodigal Sun’s Funky 
Friday. 
At Moby’s. 9 PM

 ACTIVITIES  
Dances of Universal Peace. 
Ganges Yoga Studio. 7:30 PM  

My Life on Salt Spring.
One-day art show by Gordon 
Wright at Salt Spring Health 
Centre. 11 AM to 4 PM
Troubleshooting Town Hall: 
Get Ready For Your 2012 
Garden. Workshop with Linda 
Gilkeson at Lions Hall. 10 AM  
Ivy Bash at Mouat Park. 
Community work-bee to remove 
invasive ivy and help restore 
native vegetation. Bring work 
gloves, clippers and pruning 
saws if you can. Mouat Park. 10 
AM  to 4 PM
GI Seniors’ Residence 
Association. AGM at 
Meadowbrook Lounge. 10 AM
Monastic Rule of St. Benedict 
Conference. Saturday session 
from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM. 
Pre-register at 250-537-2171 or 
ssanglican@shaw.ca.

Folk Club Gumboot Gala. 
Salt Spring Folk Club season-
ender at Fulford Hall hosted by 
Valdy and Bill Henderson. 7 PM, 
with doors open at 6 PM for 
season ticket holders and 6:15 
PM for others. Prizes for best 
dressed and least stressed (Salt 
Spring Idler Contest).
Chronic Pain Management 
Workshop. 
Led by Carrie Taylor of the 
Arthritis Society of Victoria. 
Meadowbrook. 1 PM. Pre-
registration required at 1-866-
414-7766 or registration@
bc.arthritis.ca. 
International Toastmasters 
Speech Competition. 
Public welcome to watch local 
level of speech competition. Our 
Lady of Grace Catholic Church. 
6 PM  
Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary 
Society.  
AGM at Lions Hall. 1:30 PM

6466 Bell McKinnon Rd, Duncan  |  www.discoveryhonda.com  DEALER #5963

1-888-296-9358
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INTO SPRING EVENT
INTO SPRING EVENT

MODEL RM4H9CKN(S)

GET THE  
ALL-NEW  
2012 CR-V.

PURCHASE FINANCING 
FOR UP TO 36 MONTHS*OR
LEASE FOR 
UP TO 24 MONTHS†1.99% *

RATES AS LOW AS

STARTING FROM ONLY

MSRP** INCLUDES  
FREIGHT AND PDI.

$27,580
CING

PLUS,  
LEGENDARY HONDA  

FUEL ECONOMY.

Ballet Victoria Presents Four 
Seasons.  Work based on Vivaldi’s 
Four Seasons but interpreted 
through a West Coast imagination. 
ArtSpring. 2:30 PM  
Diana English. Live at the 
Harbour House Hotel. 6 PM  
Sunday Night Jazz with Sue 
Newman. Raven Street Cafe. 6:30 PM  

 ACTIVITIES  
Half-Day Zen Meditation 
Practice. 
For all levels. 210 Cedar Lane. 
Pre-register with Simon, 250-
537-1721. 7:50 AM. 
Journalling as Self Care. 
Workshop for women led by 
Emma-Louise Elsey and Wendy 
Judith Cutler. 11 AM to 4 PM. 
Info/register: 250-537-2250 
(emma@simplicitylifecoaching.com).
Unitarian Fellowship. 
The Environment and Spirituality: 
inspired by David Suzuki and the 
arrival of the equinox. Salt Spring 
Seniors Centre. 11 AM

Bill McKibben. 
Founder of 350.org and author 
of books such as The End of 
Nature and Eaarth speaks at GISS 
gymnasium. 1:15 to 3 PM 
Drop-in Texas Holdem. 
A new leg begins tonight! The 
Local. 6:30 PM  

SSI Weavers’ and Spinners’ 
Guild Program. 
The linen line with Birgit 
Rasmussen. Multi-purpose room 
at ArtSpring.10:30 AM

Monastic Rule of St. Benedict 
Conference. 
Friday session at All Saints from 7 
to 9 PM. Pre-register at 250-537-
2171 or ssanglican@shaw.ca.
Backyard Birds. 
Learn about local birds and make 
a bird feeder with Gail Bryn-
Jones. For kids aged 6 to 11 at 
the SS Library Annex. 1 PM

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Bedtime Stories for the 
Damned. 
True life stories and musical 
interludes from top SSI 
storytellers. ArtSpring. 7:30 PM. 
Fundraiser for the GISS improv 
team’s trip to nationals in Ottawa.

MOBY’SMOBY’S
Tuesday, April 3rd 2012 8:00pmTuesday, April 3rd 2012 8:00pm

24 Upper Ganges Road • Salt Spring Island, BC24 Upper Ganges Road • Salt Spring Island, BC

$20 / FREE for Small Town Chicks members$20 / FREE for Small Town Chicks members

TO ENTER: 
email: contests@driftwoodgimedia.com

to win 2 tickets
Must have “Dayna Manning & 

Ryan McMahon Contest” in the subject line

WIN
FREE TICKETS

to see

I will be making a donation from each of my real estate sales, to the 
Canadian Cancer Foundation. Call me for a 

Complimentary Real Estate Consultation. Kerry Chalmers 250-537-9977
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stef  ch  neart
is celebrating its 20th anniversary

Friday March 30th 
6 to 8 pm

Artists in attendance, refreshments served

Saturday March 31st, 
all day open house 

10 to 5 pm
Enter to win a Norval Morrisseau 

limited edition print

Live in concert at the Gallery 
Award winning guitarist Joel Farfard

Saturday night
Tickets $20 

Doors at 7 pm
Phone 250-537-8448 for tickets

Come celebrate our 20 years of doing business 
on 

Salt Spring!

Saturday
at 6 pm

250.537.9339

Arts&
Entertainment

$10
Burger 
& Beer 
Friday 
5-9pm

Early Bird Breakfast 
Special  $6.50

Mon-Fri  8 -10 am

Week Day Take Out 
Lunch Special

$8.75

All day breakfast  7 days a week
 Open Sun.to Thurs. 8am-4pm and  Fri./Sat. 8am-9pm
Telephone: 250-537-5379   Next to Mouat’s in Ganges

This Week’s Music 
Friday 6-9  pm

Daryl Chonka

A Tas  of India 
Saturday 5-9 pm

www.treehousecafe.ca

Friday - Greg Espisito & Bob Delion
Saturday - Ken Lunn & Donn Tarris

Early Bird Breakfast
Special $6.50

Mon-Fri 8-10 am

$10
Burger
& Beer
Friday
5-9pm

Roofi ng, Gutters, Custom Flashings
WCB Insured

Matthew Kerrigan, 20 years experience

146 Sandpiper Place, 
PH: 250-537.8579 CELL: 250.537.6894

kerriganroofi ng@hotmail.com

Join us for an evening of murder, wit, 
back stabbing, comedy and lots of fun!

ON STAGE

Bedtime stories raise improv funds
Adult-content show 

runs at ArtSpring 

next Wednesday

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  E D I T O R

Gulf Islands Secondary 
School’s senior improv team 
has a whole troupe of com-
munity supporters, includ-
ing some talented storytellers 
participating in a fundraiser 
for the team on Wednesday, 
March 28. 

Beginning at 7:30 p.m. at 
ArtSpring, Bedtime Stories 
for the Damned will see true 
stories for mature audiences 
shared by island “celebrities,” 
along with musical inter-
ludes. 

Bob Twaites of Phylax Cir-
cus fame is organizing the 
evening, which sees storytell-
ers Arthur Black, Jan Rabson, 
Sue Newman, Murray School-
braid, Henry Baade, Shilo Zyl-
bergold, Therin Gower, Bob 
Twaites “and shocking mys-
tery guests” tell tales about 

affairs of the heart, brushes 
with greatness, true crime 
and other intriguing topics.

“Some of the people will 
be amazing professional 
voices and some will be your 
friends and neighbours,” said 
Twaites. 

Tickets for Bedtime Stories 
for the Damned are only $12. 

Twaites says the March 28 
event is aimed at adults. They 
are of course also welcome to 
attend the senior team’s Fri-
day, March 30 FUNdraiser at 
7:30 p.m. at ArtSpring, which 
will also include a What’s in 
the Box? mystery raffl e.

The GISS senior improv 
team, coached by teacher 
Jason Donaldson, is off to 
compete in national cham-
pionships in early April. 
They and their supporters 
are working hard to raise the 
$12,000 needed to make the 
trip to Ottawa. 

According to Twaites, who 
coaches the junior improv 
teams and is helping with 
the senior team’s fundrais-
ing efforts, some $1,000 was 

raised through recent shows 
and workshops offered on 
Mayne and Pender islands. 

As well, all monies received 
through the Gulf Islands Edu-
cational Trust up to $2,000 
are being matched by a gen-
erous local donor. Cheques to 
the GIET, with “GISS Improv” 
written on the memo line, 
can be dropped off or sent 

to the school board offi ce at 
112 Rainbow Rd., Salt Spring 
Island, B.C., V8K 2K3, or 
email donaldson at jdonald-
son@sd64.bc.ca. 

A raffl e with fabulous priz-
es is also underway, and the 
team will have a table at the 
March 31 B Side Bash 10-year 
celebration at Beaver Point 
Hall.

FOLK CLUB 

Salt Spring Idler Contest debuts 
at 15th Gumboot Gala Monday
Best dressed, least 

stressed; Valdy, Bill 

and friends

The 15th annual Gumboot 
Gala is stepping out on Monday, 
March 26 with a double dose of 
contests to celebrate island life. 

Valdy and Bill Henderson will 
host the Fulford Hall evening, as 
usual, and welcome several of 
their musical friends at the fun-
packed evening of song, stories, 
prizes and surprises. 

“Henderson and Valdy will 
stretch their genres and fl ex their 
musicianship to the limits on 
Monday night. This they will do 
by playing all manner of musical 
styles (any genre counts as folk 
music as long as ‘folks like it’) 
and by playing a few instruments 

with which they are only some-
what familiar,” explains a press 
release about the evening.

There will be prizes for the 
“best dressed” — meaning 
“some form of funky, imagina-
tive and gumbooted costume,” 
as well as a new competition for 
the “least stressed” called the 
Salt Spring Idler Contest. 

A Salt Spring Idler is defi ned 
as “someone who can do a lot 
with a little. Someone who stops 
to smell the seaweed. Someone 
who understands that idling is 
an opportunity to turn off your 
engine, notice the quiet island 
space and take it all in. We hon-
our Salt Spring Idlers for pro-
ducing less static and more elec-
tricity.

“Since the stress-reduced life-
style of Salt Spring is both won-
derful and frankly the envy of 

the rest of the country, the club 
felt it was high time that this was 
formally celebrated.”

To select the winner of the Salt 
Spring Idler Contest, teleported 
directly from India to the folk 
club stage, will be one of the 
Geezers’ favourite guests and 
a deep island resource, none 
other than — Swami Mahatma-
coat.

Tickets to the gala are available 
for $20 in Ganges at Salt Spring 
Books and Acoustic Planet and in 
Fulford at Stuff & Nonsense.

The show begins at 7 p.m. with 
doors open at 6:15 (and 6 p.m. for 
season ticket holders).

People can come early and 
enjoy a delicious dinner and 
delightful dessert in the lovely 
ambience of white tablecloths 
and candles, along with the great 
sound of good old Fulford Hall.

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON

Bob Twaites, Bedtime Stories for the Damned organizer, mans 

the applause meter at an improv event earlier this year.
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$2 ADMISSION ~ KIDS FREE

BCEDPLAN.CA

LET’S PUT STUDENTS

BCTF CLAIMS AND DEMANDS FACT

The union wants more paid time outside the classroom – sick leave for teachers 
on call, expanded bereavement and discretionary leave.

The government wants more time for teacher training and to ensure that  
Pro-D days really are for professional development. 

The union says all teaching positions should be selected on the basis of seniority. The government supports seniority but qualifications must also count so that  
math teachers teach math, and science teachers teach science.

The union says that teachers who perform poorly in evaluations will be  
dismissed – ‘one strike and you’re out’.

The government wants to support teacher improvement through a standardized 
evaluation process. 

The union says that government refuses to negotiate. There has been over a year of negotiations and 78 full bargaining sessions.

The union says that class size limits have been eliminated. Class size limits will remain in place on all grades across BC.

The union says that BC has 700 fewer special needs teachers. 2100 new teaching assistants have been hired since 2001. And, with a new  
$165 million Learning Improvement Fund, we will hire more.

The BCTF is demanding a 15 per cent wage hike and other benefits that would cost $2 billion and raise taxes for BC 
families. Virtually all other public sector unions have settled for no wage increases. 

It’s unacceptable that schools are disrupted and that students and their families are inconvenienced over an unreasonable 
salary demand in difficult economic times. The union is making claims and demands that simply don’t add up.

It’s time to focus on what matters most in education – BC’s students. That’s why we are focused on per-student funding 
which is at an all time high, not on wage increases. 

We all want to do more to make BC’s education system even better. It’s the driving force behind BC’s Education Plan that 
teachers, parents and students are helping to shape. 

Teachers care about their students. Parents care about their children’s future.

FUNDING FOR STUDENTS,  
NOT FOR WAGE HIKES.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
EXHIBITION 

Gordon Wright presents My Life on SSI
Island life on 

canvas in 

March 24 show 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

When Gordon Wright 
moved to Salt Spring in 
1975, he and his wife 
sought a tranquil escape 
from the city. 

The idea was to fi nd a 
healthy, out-of-the-way 
kind of place where he 
and Barbara, who suf-
fered from severe arthri-
tis, could heal by recon-
necting with their natural 
surroundings.

“It was either the island 
or more of Vancouver, 
which didn’t seem like 
too much of a smart thing 
for her sake,” Wright said, 
during a recent interview 
in his room at the Lady 
Minto Hospital’s acute 
care ward.

It didn’t take long 
before the island’s rural 
character and unique 
cast of inhabitants gave 
Wright the endless 
inspiration that let him 
spend years assembling 
an artistic portfolio that 
has grown to recount the 

story of his life on the 
island. 

“I think many Salt 
Springers are ver y 
abstract in their obser-
vations of the world 
around them,” he said. 
“It’s a strange little private 
world which we live in. 
I don’t know how much 
reality there is in this 
place, but it’s reality for 
the people who live here.”

Aside from many Salt 
Spring Island-inspired 
landscapes, Wright’s lat-
est works have evolved to 
take inspiration from the 
sun, the moon and the 
universe beyond our own 
solar system.

Leaning against a wall 
in his hospital room are 
two personal favourites: 
Set Archernar III and 
Set Altair IV, colourful 
abstract depictions of two 
distant suns.

“These will be worth 
big money someday, but 
right now I’m accepting 
offers,” he joked.

Thirty-seven years 
after his move to the 
island, Wright is prepar-
ing to host his first art 
exhibition in Ganges this 
Saturday. The one-day 
show will feature the full 

breadth of Wright’s cre-
ative efforts.

The idea to display 
his works comes from 
Wright’s daughter-in-law, 
Jenny, who sought to 
show friends and fellow 
island residents what’s 
been cooking in his stu-
dio for the past several 
years.

Many of Wright’s 
works are a result of 
wandering along island 
hiking trails. In nearly 
four decades of ram-
bling, Wright has come 

to know many of the 
island’s best and not-so-
well-known trails and 
viewpoints. A personal 
favourite, he said, is a lit-
tle-used track between 
Maxwell Lake and the 
top of Mount Maxwell.

Wright’s work com-
bines his observations 
of earth and sky during 
those walks with what-
ever mindset he’s in when 
he picks up the brush.

“I’ve painted a whole 
variety, some are realistic, 
some are surrealistic and 

others are more abstract,” 
he said. “I’m not trying 
to paint any real thing in 
the world. That is to say a 
picture occurs based on 
whatever my life was like 
at the time.”

Members of the public 
are encouraged to attend 
the My Life on Salt Spring 
exhibition at the Salt 
Spring Health Centre (130 
McPhillips Ave.) on Satur-
day, March 24 between 11 
a.m. and 4 p.m. 

The artist will be in 
attendance.

PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Longtime islander Gordon Wright is holding an art show on Saturday.
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by Mark Rithaler, managing partner

of Slegg Lumber on Salt Spring

to a

Community Open House
on

Thursday, March 29th
from 3 to 7 p.m.

at

Hart Bradley Memorial Hall
103 Bonnet Avenue

regarding plans for our Beddis Road property

You are invited

Secondary Suites – 
Land Use Bylaw Update

THE SSI LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE INVITES YOU TO A 

PUBLIC DISCUSSION!
We have heard from the community that Secondary Suites are part of the solution for 

helping resolve the affordable housing dilemma on Salt Spring Island:

85.2% of homeowners surveyed agree the SSI Community 
would benefi t from legalized suites;

50.7% of renters surveyed live in secondary suites;

We have also heard that water and septic concerns 
are among the key issues to resolve.

The Salt Spring Offi cial Community Plan says to permit secondary suites incrementally 
and to limit the overall number of suites in order to monitor the impacts.

Islands Trust staff have proposed Pilot Areas to allow suites 
in some areas of the Island as a fi rst step.

Staff have also recommended legalizing all suites (even outside of the proposed 
pilot areas) if they already exist at the time a bylaw is passed.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Saturday, March 31 2012 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm 
At the GISS Multi-purpose Room 

(Gulf Islands Secondary School, 232 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island)

Wednesday, April 4 2012 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
At the Fulford Community Hall Senior’s Centre 
(2591 Fulford Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island)

  PLEASE R.S.V.P.
Islands Trust Salt Spring Offi ce 250.537.9144

Background Information Package provided with RSVP
More information is also available at:

 http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/lubproject2010suites.cfm

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

250.527.9911 marketplacecafe.ca

Murder, Wit, Nastiness, Fun, and – Whodunnit? 
Murder by Membership Only - Mahon Hall March 16, 17, 18, 23, 24

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

ST. PADDY’s DAY SPECIALISTS: Black Velvet Band members brought Irish spirits to the Tree 

House Cafe on Saturday night. From left: Jane Squier, Briony Penn, Harry Warner and Jo Lundstrom.

CELEBRATIONS 

B Side Bash 
on March 31
Creativity and community converge 

B Side Clothing is celebrating its 10th anniversary 
with good music, an awesome light show, fabulous 
dancers and good company at Beaver Point Hall next 
weekend.

Doors for the all-ages show open at 8 p.m. and per-
formances begin at 9 p.m. on Saturday, March 31.

Performing brand new original beats off his soon-to-
be-released EP is Vespers, who fuses technology and 
live instruments in his creative innovations.

“Vespers blends the soulful, funky sounds of live 
tenor saxophone over top of bass-heavy West Coast 
glitch music,” says a press release from B Side’s Mel 
Divers. 

Ten-year beat master extraordinaire MaDD HaTTR 
will also perform his turntable trickology, and Fritz the 
Cat will bring his fi rst-ever performance to Salt Spring.  

“Co-founder of Perception Events, one of the most 
successful production labels based out of Vancouver, 
this up-and-coming talented artist will turn any beat 
into audible candy for your soul.”

Cream Burlesque, “the creative and innovative 
dance troupe of the year,” will also take the stage, as 
well as the GoGo Dancers. 

Following the store’s youth-supportive philosophy, 
a concession and raffl e ticket sales will help the GISS 
Improv team fund its trip to the national champion-
ships in Ottawa in April.

Advance tickets cost $16 at B Side or $20 at the door. 

VISUAL ARTS 

Big questions 
tackled by OXO
Opens March 31 

at ArtSpring 

The long-awaited 
inaugural exhibition of 
the OXOgraphy Collec-
tive of Conceptual Artists 
opens at ArtSpring next 
Saturday, March 31.

Formed three years 
ago, Gillian McConnell 
and Anthony Matthews 
have worked indepen-
dently and collaborative-
ly to produce an enticing 
body of work. 

In the exhibit, the art-
ists aim to explore “what 
is art” and how “art can be 
determined, defi ned and 
realized” in the hands of 
the artist.

Having previously 
co-organized the Easter 
Art Tour, the artists have 
stepped down from that 

role to be able to present 
their own work, which 
will encompass the tour 
weekend. The OXO show 
runs daily until Wednes-
day, April 11.

“This exhibit is about 
the branding of OXO, 
the presentation of our 
graphic and philosophi-
cal identity,” explains 
press material. “Visitors 
to the exhibit can expect 
a dynamic experience, 
with painting, video, 
sculpture and graphics, 
all presented as a unifi ed 
whole.”

A reception will be held 
on Saturday, March 31 
from 5 until 8 p.m., and 
an artists talk on Tuesday, 
April 3 from 6 to 8 p.m.

The group’s attention-
grabbing OXO road signs 
have appeared in the past 
week. 

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/
GIDriftwood
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Private only Pet Memorial Services
• Mahogany Urns
• Pick up Delivery Service
• Memorial

250-216-7387  www.familypetservicesltd.ca

“Dedicated to serving your Pet’s Memorial needs”

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208

JOSH LACY
certifi ed technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

Here's my Here's my 
Card!Card!
Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising 
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy 
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.

Despite every technological 
advance, business cards remain 
an essential business tool.

CONTACT ONE OF OUR SALES REPRESENTATIVES AND LEARN MORE

RICK MACKINNON
250-537-9933 EXT. 202 

rmackinnon@driftwoodgimedia.com

LEANNE BRUNELLE
250-537-9933 EXT. 214 
lbrunelle@driftwoodgimedia.com

SHEENA MACLEOD
250-537-9933 EXT. 211 
smacleod@driftwoodgimedia.com

ROBIN RICHARDS
250-537-6839 

rrichards@driftwoodgimedia.com

gi picture frame

off most wood mouldings 

in custom and standard 

sizes until the end of April

='

Gulf Island Picture Framing
#3203 Grace Point Square  

250 537-1299

25%

This high profile advertising space 

is available, 

call 

250.537.9933

THEATRE REVIEW 

Audience laughter attests to 
success of SSCT Murder show
Two more shows only 

at Mahon Hall this 

weekend

BY TANYA LESTER
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R 

A whodunit that works is won-
derfully entertaining.

Murder by Membership Only, 
a comedy by Thomas Hischak, 
running at Mahon Hall for its 
fi nal weekend on March 23 and 
March 24, is a great example of 
how community theatre works 
very well.

The set (thanks to Lolly B, 
Julianna Slomka and David 
Holt) exudes the classic murder 
scene sitting room setting: bur-
gundy and gold drapes, shelves 
full of books and a comfortable 
couch. 

What you do not expect is the 
play opening with a hot song 
and dance routine from the 
entire female cast. With lines 
about murder hurting the con-
science less if you “try a two-
some or a threesome” accord-
ing to Mrs. Plimpton (played by 
Vera Algoet), the tone is set for 
an evening full of laughs.

Suzanna Laine’s directing 
skills are apparent in the tal-
ented actresses’ exaggerations 
of their lines and their stage 
moves. This is the key to good 
comedy.

If words could kill, jibes from 
the murder mystery writers — 
played by Marit McBride, Sue 
Walker and Ann Stewart — 
would have murdered almost 
everyone on the set. (Anyone 
who is a murder-mystery expert 
will realize that fi lling the play 
with authors of this genre is 

a flash of genius that would 
impress even Agatha Christie, 
“the queen of crime.”)

Less competitive and more 
gracious is Andrea Rankin’s 
interpretation of the French 
murder mystery author called 
Madame LeCoq. Her accent 
is authentic and she exudes a 
charm in her role among her 
more “cut-throat” colleagues. 
There is a nice balance here.

The pinnacle of British clas-
sist snobbery is reached when 
Octavia Sturges (played royally 
by Ann Stewart) drops her pen 
so her assistant acted by Rand-
ie Clark (who plays the role of 
grovelling underling with exac-
titude) has to crawl on the fl oor 
to retrieve it. 

The characters also include a 
journalist (played with a good 
believability by Amber Tuttle), 
an American murder mystery 
author (played by April Russell, 
who hilariously goes on and 
on as if she is writing a murder 
mystery while she is actually 
among the others “in real life” 
at the Orczy Club) and the maid 
to kick around. 

The latter, played by Lolly 

B, gets hers back a bit in her 
humourous style of serving milk 
and clunking sugar cubes into 
the others’ tea cups. Come to 
think of it: so does an American. 
(Go to the play to fi nd out why.)

There are lots of juicy sur-
prises as the play moves on to 
its conclusion. 

More than one of the actress-
es, who must remain nameless 
so as not to give away a key 
element of the plot, displayed 
great skill at convulsing and 
toppling over onto the conve-
niently placed couch. 

Lighting on the set was tricky 
as the characters wandered and 
scurried around in the nooks 
and crannies of the stage. This 
was well done by Bobby Magee.

An added nice touch was 
piano playing during parts of 
the show by Ken Lee. ( Who 
knew that Lee counts this 
among his many talents?)                                                                                         

It has been a dark and stormy 
winter on Salt Spring Island. 
If you have not seen this play 
yet (or would even like to go 
again), Murder by Membership 
Only will provide many much-
needed laughs by an entire cast 
of intelligent actors who know 
how to do humour under the 
guidance of a fi ne director. 

The remaining shows of this 
Salt Spring Community Theatre 
production begin at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, March 23 and Saturday, 
March 24. 

Pick up tickets at Salt Spring 
Books or at the door. They cost 
$15 for adults and $10 for those 
under 18 years old.

(Disclaimer: If the reviewer 
failed to provide a correct name 
or plot line, please do not mur-
der her.)

ART EDUCATION

Behind-closed-studio-door talk 
offered by artist Sheila Norgate  
At ArtSpring on 

March 29

A Gabriola Island art-
ist is visiting Salt Spring 
next week with a spell-
binding presentation 
called I Never Met a 
Blank Canvas I Didn’t 
Like.

“Vincent Van Gogh 
once told his brother 
Theo that whenever 
he saw a blank canvas 

staring him in the face 
he just slapped some 
paint on it,” Sheila Nor-
gate recounts in a press 
release about her Thurs-
day, March 29 talk. 

“How does one begin 
when meeting up with 
the blank canvas (or 
score, or manuscript): 
and then once under-
way, what keeps us to 
the promise we made 
when we started out? 
What keeps us return-

ing again and again to 
try and make sense (or 
not) of what is emerg-
ing?” 

Norgate will “mud-
wrestle” with these and 
other pressing questions 
in “a stirring and inti-
mate ‘warts and all’ look 
at what really goes on 
behind the closed studio 
door” as she leads her 
audience through every 
step in the creation of 
recent paintings.

“It’s like being a fl y on 
the wall without getting 
paint on your pants,” 
she says. 

Norgate’s presen-
tation takes place at 
ArtSpring beginning at 
7:30 p.m. 

Tickets cost $12 and 
are available through 
ArtSpring. 

For more informa-
tion about the artist, 
see www.sheilanorgate.
com.

LITERARY EVENT

Novelists Horsdal and Jordan hold 
evening of literature at Lions Hall 
Families, history and new 

beginnings explored

Islanders are invited to a literary evening tonight, 
March 21, as authors Rosa Jordan and Marlyn Horsdal 
present Family, History and New Beginnings at Lions 
Hall. 

Jordan’s novel called The Woman She Was is 
described in press material as “a deeply moving novel 
that explores the aspirations, hopes and fears of con-
temporary Cubans, as well as the real dangers that they 
still face.” 

Jordan, from the B.C. Interior, is co-author of two 
travel guides to Cuba — Cycling Cuba and Cuba’s Best 

Beaches — among other books, and her fi rst novel, Far 
From Botany Bay, won the One Book One Kootenay 
award for 2011. 

Horsdal will read from her debut novel Sweetness 
from Ashes. As author Audrey Thomas states about 
the book, “Is there a family on earth that doesn’t have a 
secret? In this fi ne and ambitious debut novel, Marlyn 
Horsdal explores the nature of secrets and feuds 
through the examination of a particular family when 
they are forced to travel across Canada and fi nally meet 
relatives they know little or nothing about.”

Horsdal is a publisher, editor and writer. In 1984, she 
co-founded Horsdal & Schubart Publishers, and ran 
the company until it sold in 2002.

The March 21 event begins at 7 p.m. 

There are lots of juicy 

surprises as the play 

moves on to its 

conclusion.
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Perhaps Heritage Place is the solution.  Many of our residents 
have family living on Salt Spring.  Our residents love the 
freedom, privacy, and quality services provided in the home-
like environment of Heritage Place.  Families take comfort 
in knowing that Heritage Place supports the needs of their 
parents so that they can age in place. We all work together 
to find solutions to address the inevitable changing health 
challenges of our residents.  

There are five rental models of west coast residential design; 
all are ground level; each has a private garden patio, and all are 
wheelchair accessible. The sunny location, next to Lady Minto 
Hospital and across from Country Grocer, is very convenient.

Heritage Place has a Hospitality/Respite Suite for a 3-90 day 
rental that is perfect for recuperation, seniors visiting, giving a 
caregiver a break, trying out seniors living, or for an emergency 
situation.  Last minute reservations are sometimes possible.

We have vacancies and there is no obligation in being 

on our wait list.  Come and see what is so special about 

Heritage Place!

Are you worried about your parents? 
Want to move them to Salt Spring?

CALL TODAY 

TO ARRANGE A NO-OBLIGATION TOUR

OFFICE 250.537.8340

SUPPORTIVE HOUSING FOR SENIORS

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee seeks advice 
from, and taps into the expertise of residents wishing to work on 
advisory committees. As community leaders and volunteers, we 
value your time and your ability to contribute.

The Committee is now receiving applications from interested 
community members to fi ll upcoming vacancies.

Our committees include:
• Advisory Planning Commission
• Advisory Design Panel
• Advisory Environment Committee
• Advisory Agriculture Committee

All applicants must be electors and residents of the Local Trust 
area.

If you are interested in participating in any of these committees, 
we invite you to apply in writing. Please provide a statement of 
interest, relevant experience and qualifi cations. Please identify 
the committee(s) for which you like to be considered. Applications 
should be addressed to:

SALT SPRING ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE, 
ISLANDS TRUST

1-500 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2N8

Further information regarding the roles and responsibilities of 
advisory committee members as well as an application form may 
be obtained at the Islands Trust offi ce, by email request through 
ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca, or on the Islands Trust website at 
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/default.cfm. We can also be reached 
at 250-537-9144.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be Part of Your Community!

Apply To Join an 

Advisory Committee.

eat, p
  read

lif
e is

  s
imple

Eat, sleep,  read...
Life 

 is

  s
imple

Salt Spring Books
104 McPhillips Avenue • 250-537-2812

all in stock art supplies
30%

offPeople&
Community

NOTICE TO THE RATEPAYERS 
OF THE NORTH SALT SPRING 

WATERWORKS DISTRICT

THE ELECTION OF 
TWO TRUSTEES

Notice is hereby given that at the Annual General 
Meeting, to be held on April 17th, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Community Gospel Chapel, 147 Vesuvius 
Bay Road, TWO trustees are  to be elected, to 
serve for a period of three years each.  

Nominations of candidates for these positions 
must be made in writing, duly signed, seconded, 
with signature of agreement by the nominee, and 
delivered to the District Offi ce, 761 Upper Ganges 
Road, at or before 12:00 noon, March 28th, 2012.

NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
FROM THE FLOOR

To be eligible a nominee must be a Canadian 
Citizen, 18 years of age or older, an owner, or 
spouse of an owner of land in the Improvement 
District, and entitled to be registered as a voter 
under the Elections Act.

Nomination forms are available at the District 
Offi ce.

Trevor Hutton
General Manager

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach
Services

250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by the
BC Ministry of Community Services

Funded by BC Housing &
the Ministry of Public Safety

 & Solicitor General

GARDENING

Expert helps island gardens grow 
with troubleshooting ‘town hall’
This Saturday at 

Lions Hall with 

Linda Gilkeson

BY CAROLE LESLIE
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D

There’s an old gar-
dening quip that says 
gardeners learn by 
trowel and error. 

On Saturday, March 
24 from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon at the Lions Hall, 
Transition Salt Spring 
is hosting Get Ready 
For Your 2012 Garden 
— A Troubleshooting 
Town Hall with Linda 
Gilkeson to help us 
root out the error part. 

If you’ve ever won-
dered why your spin-
ach always goes to seed 
or why you can’t grow 
great beets, your ques-
tions will be answered. 

Gilkeson will help 
kick-star t  the gar-
den season with lots 
of practical tips and 
mystery solving facts. 
No zucchini last year, 
the tiniest caulifl ower 
ever? Gilkeson has help 
for that too. “Some-
times what we think is 
a pest problem is actu-
ally a weather prob-
lem,” says Gilkeson. 
“We need to know the 
cause of the problem 
before we can solve it.”

She’s heard the most 
common garden prob-
lems over and over 
again in the many 
classes and talks she 
offers throughout B.C. 
Her talks are peppered 

with humour, rounded 
out with slide illustra-
tions and fuelled by 
her passion for organ-
ic gardening.

There will be lots 
of opportunity to ask 
questions and share 
gardening discoveries. 
Admission is by dona-
tion.

Gilkeson has been 
gardening on the coast 
for 25 years. With a 
Ph . D.  i n  e n t o m o l -
ogy, she has worked in 
both the private and 
public worlds. 

She is the author of 
Backyard Bounty, Year 
Around Harvest: Win-
ter Gardening on the 

Coast, and West Coast 
Gardening:  Natural 
Insect, Weed and Dis-
ease Control. 

Linda is a regular 
instructor in master 
gardener  programs 
and offers workshops 
and talks on organic 
gardening and pest 
m a n a g e m e n t  f o r 
community  educa-
tion programs, gar-
den clubs and other 
groups. 

I f  people  have  a 
particular question 
they want addressed 
at the March 24 ses-
sion, they can email 
her ahead of time at 
gilkeson@shaw.ca.

Linda Gilkeson

ZEN

Meditation session leads to peace
All levels of meditators 

invited to event 

“If we are unable to fi nd tranquil-
lity within ourselves, it is useless to 
seek it elsewhere.” So wrote Fran-
cois de la Rochefoucauld, a French 
nobleman in the 17th century. 

“Did he know he would be 
quoted to reflect Zen teaching 
in the 21st century?” asks a press 
release from the Salt Spring Zen 
Circle group. “Probably not, but like 
many folks, he may not have been 

aware that it is basic to Zen teach-
ing that the path of liberation and 
awakening lies within every person 
and is available to everyone each 
moment of our lives.”

For a few directions on the path, 
people are invited to attend Salt 
Spring Zen Circle’s Monthly Half-
day Meditation. It is open to all, 
from beginners to experienced 
meditators. Instruction is available 
for those new to the practice, and 
those who attend will be provided 
cushions or chairs for use during 
periods of meditation. 

The sitting is at 210 Cedar Lane, 
from 7:50 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., on 
Sunday, March 25.

Periods of sitting and walking 
meditation are included as well as 
a dharma talk by Peter Levitt, a Zen 
teacher who has been practising for 
almost 40 years. 

There is no fee but donations for 
the teacher are gratefully accept-
ed, as he receives no other form of 
remuneration. 

For more information or to reg-
ister, call Simon Rompre at 250-
537-1721.

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/
GIDriftwood
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BURSARY

Back-to-school bursary offered 
for mature islanders wanting to 
pursue health-care education 
Hospital auxiliary 

aims to make 

a dent in Gulf 

Islands’ health-

care worker 

shortage

T h e  L a d y  M i n t o 
Ho s p i t a l  Au x i l i a r y 
Society is introduc-
i n g  a  n e w  b u r s a r y 
this year to support a 
mature student from 
t h e  S o u t h e r n  G u l f 

Islands who wishes 
to register in a course 
of study in a health-
care field.  

The bursar y,  val-
ued at  $2,000,  wi l l 
b e  a w a r d e d  t o  a n 
individual  who left 
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l 
a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s 
ago and who wishes 
to obtain the skil ls 
needed to  re-enter 
the  workforce  at  a 
higher level in health 
care.  

T h e  b u r s a r y  i s 
intended to support 

i m p r ov e d  e m p l oy-
ment for a resident 
of the Southern Gulf 
Islands and may also 
help in a small way 
to alleviate the grow-
ing need for health-
care workers on the 
islands. 

Application forms 
and criteria are avail-
able for  pick-up at 
the front desk of the 
Thrift Shop, located 
next to the Driftwood 
office at Upper Gan-
ges Centre. 

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

and information may 
also be obtained by 
writing to the Schol-
a r s h i p  Co m m i t t e e, 
Lady Minto Hospi-
tal Auxiliary Society, 
1 3 5  C r o f t o n  Ro a d , 
Sa l t  Sp r i n g  Is l a n d , 
B.C., V8K 1T1.  

Deadline for sub-
mission of applica-
tion forms is March 
31. 

M o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion about the bur-
sary program can be 
obtained by call ing 
250-653-4927.  

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Co-op education prepares students for tomorrow’s jobs 
March 19 to 23 is 

Co-operative Education 

Week in B.C.

Study time for water engineer-
ing technology student Dave 
Swityk could mean hitting the 
books on campus at Okanagan 
College. Or it could mean a day 
on the job taking groundwater 
samples or stream gauging, or 
perhaps core logging at a mine 
site in northern British Columbia. 

Co-op programs connect post-
secondary students with paid on-
the-job work experiences related 
to their fi elds of study. Each co-op 
program requires the student to 
complete a certain number of 
work terms and a certain number 
of academic terms, leading to a 
certifi cate, diploma or degree at 
the undergraduate or graduate 
level. 

By the time Swityk gets his 
diploma in water engineering 
technology, he will have complet-
ed four academic semesters and 
three work semesters. 

As a co-op student, Swityk has 
worked with Knight Piésold Con-
sulting.

“Since being here I have been 
doing groundwater sampling, 
well development and steam 
gauging. This job is exactly the 
career I was looking for.” 

Co-op programs give students 
the opportunity to make some 
money while they apply their 
classroom studies in a practi-
cal environment, and the work 
experience establishes connec-
tions which help them land jobs 
once they graduate. The students 
meanwhile bring new ideas and 
perspectives to the workplace, 
and employers get a chance to 
take a good long look at potential 
future employees. 

Currently, 17 B.C. public post-
secondary institutions are run-
ning about 174 unique co-op pro-
grams in a wide range of areas 
from business administration, 
computer information systems 
and biotechnology to automotive 
service, economics, kinesiology 
and creative writing. 

To promote awareness of the 

value of co-operative education, 
the Province has proclaimed 
March 19 to 23, 2012 as Co-oper-
ative Education Week. 

Why It Matters 
Over the next decade, more 

than a million jobs will be avail-
able in British Columbia and three-
quarters of them will require some 
post-secondary training. Co-op 
education programs make post-
secondary education more rele-
vant by giving students practical 
work experience related to what 
they’re learning in class, better 
preparing them with the skills and 
connections they need to fi ll high 
demand jobs in British Columbia. 

Quick Facts 
In 2011: 
• Approximately 10, 280 co-op 

placements were made by B.C. 
public post secondary institutions, 
an increase of 2.3 per cent over 
2010. 

• More than 4,700 employ-
ers hired co-op students for work 
terms. 

• 65 per cent of work placements 

were in the region local to the insti-
tution. 

• 67 per cent of placements were 
in the private sector. 

• The average monthly salary for 
co-op students was $2,580.87. 

• More than 360 placements 
were with the provincial govern-
ment and more than 1,600 place-
ments with provincial agencies in 
positions as diverse as communi-
cations, forestry, engineering and 
business administration. 

Where? 
B.C. universities that have 

co-op programs are: Capilano 
University, University of the Fra-
ser Valley, Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University, Simon Fraser Univer-
sity, Thompson Rivers University, 
University of British Columbia, 
University of British Columbia-
Okanagan, University of North-
ern British Columbia, University 
of Victoria and Vancouver  Island 
University. 

B.C. colleges that have co-op 
programs are: Camosun College, 
Douglas College, Langara College, 
North Island College, Okanagan 

College, Selkirk College. British 
Columbia Institute of Technology 
also has co-op programs. 

The Association for Co-oper-
ative Education British Colum-
bia/Yukon is a provincial non-
profi t organization that promotes 
co-operative education to both 
employers and students. 

Learn More 
• To hire a co-op student or learn 

more about co-operative educa-
tion programs in British Columbia 
visit the Association for Co-oper-
ative Education (ACE) website at 
www.co-op.bc.ca

• For more links to co-operative 
education sites, visit WorkBC at 
http://www.workbc.ca/career_
pathways/learning/explore_learn-
ing_options.htm

• For information on post 
secondary-education in British 
Columbia and links to post-sec-
ondary institutions visit http://
www.gov.bc.ca/aved/index.html

Article and info contributed by 
B.C. Ministry of Advanced Educa-
tion. 

TEACHING

National teaching award nomination 
bestowed on Centre School teacher
Kate Richer 

appreciates 

validation

A  S a l t  Sp r i n g  C e n t re 
School teacher has been 
nominated for the presti-
gious national Prime Minis-
ter’s Excellence in Teaching 
Award. 

The school’s senior class 
teacher, Kate Richer, who 
has taught at the school for 
seven years, has met quali-
fications in five areas of 
teaching, including “inno-
vative and exemplary teach-
ing practices, student skill 
development and student 
achievement and participa-
tion,” explains Salt Spring 
Ce n t re  S c h o o l  m a t e r i a l 

about the announcement. 
“Award winners will be cho-
sen in 2012, and recipients 

will enjoy an all-expenses-
paid trip to Ottawa to share 
best practices and be hon-
oured by the Prime Minis-
ter.”

Richer is naturally pleased 
a b o u t  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n , 
which was made by school 
principal Carol Bremner.

“I always feel so much 
respect and appreciation 
from students, parents and 
administrators on a day-to-
day basis,” said Richer. “Just 
to be recommended for this 
award feels very validat-
ing of what I am trying to 
achieve in the classroom. I 
feel honoured to be includ-
ed among the ranks of so 
many wonderful educators 
who are worthy of this kind 
of recognition.”

Richer has taught various 

grade levels, ranging from 
three through six, in her 
time at the school. 

“She has developed and 
implemented the project 
based,  ser vice or iented, 
Leadership Program for 
students in the interme-
diate class. This program 
empowers students to make 
a difference in the world in 
which they live.”

The federal government 
program will see up to 15 
certificates of excellence for 
the national level, including 
a financial award of $5,000, 
and 50 certif icates (and 
$1,000) at the regional level. 

A l l  w i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s 
receive a certificate, a PMA 
pin and a letter of congratu-
lations signed by the Prime 
Minister.

FOCUS ON EDUCATION

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Kate Richer 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY

Here's my Here's my 
Card!Card!
Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising 
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy 
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.

Despite every technological 
advance, business cards remain 
an essential business tool.

Call to reserve your space now!
CONTACT ONE OF OUR SALES REPRESENTATIVES AND LEARN MORE

B
lue V

elvet U
pholstering

 #6-315 U
pper G

anges R
oad

Kim Nash
250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com

NO HST • FERRY PICKUP AT CROFTON

250-246-4674
thehappydenturist.ca

#7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD

$25 DISCOUNT

The
Happy

Denturist

Brian Harris
29 YEARS OF COMPETENT 

& FRIENDLY SERVICE
• COMPLETE DENTURE 

SERVICES
• IN-HOUSE LAB
• SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS
• PARTIAL DENTURES
• DENTURES OVER 

IMPLANTS

no referralnecessary

RISK MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST
Best GIC Rates

in Town!
Check out my rate board in the window.

Holger Hermann, BFA

Holger@hermann.ca

250-537-5147
100 Twinfl ower Way,

Saltspring Island
www.gulfi slandspas.com

Serving all the Gulf Islands since 1999

The Island’s Complete
Hot Tub, Pool & Sauna
Sales & Service Centre

Weekly, Bi-Weekly Pool &
Spa Maintenance
Parts & Supplies Stocked

RICK MACKINNON
250-537-9933 EXT. 202 

rmackinnon@driftwoodgimedia.com

LEANNE BRUNELLE
250-537-9933 EXT. 214 
lbrunelle@driftwoodgimedia.com

SHEENA MACLEOD
250-537-9933 EXT. 211 
smacleod@driftwoodgimedia.com

ROBIN RICHARDS
250-537-6839 

rrichards@driftwoodgimedia.com

Ryan Isherwood
Dennis Anderson

PH 250 748 7118
FAX 250 597 0388

isherwoodautobody.com
ryan@isherwoodautobody.com

+ ICBC Claims

+ Free Estimates

+ Valet Parking

5440 Trans Canada Hwy., Duncan

Receive a
BC Ferries
Travel Card
with Every

Insurance Claim

Call anytime, 24 HOURS A DAY
www.westisle.ca  •  250-746-9600

We’re not comfortable until you are!

Receive up to $2,100 in Gov’t Rebates! 
Ask about our Senior Discounts.

FOR OVER 80 YEARS friends have been telling friends 
about our Reliable team you can trust.

• On staff Engineers • Gov’t Certifi ed Technicians • Air Quality Monitoring

INSTALLATION & SERVICEINSTALLATION & SERVICE

SAVE 
BIG! EXISTING HEATING COSTS

SAVE 60% offUP 
TO

AWARDS

Salt Spring architect earns 
award for cruise ship terminal 
Past and present 

infl uence design 

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Checkwitch Poiron Architects, 
a newly formed architecture fi rm 
with an offi ce on Salt Spring, has 
been awarded the 2012 Com-
mercial Wood Design Award from 
Wood Works B.C, an initiative of the 
Canadian Wood Council.

Architects Ben Checkwitch and 
David Poiron have proved they are 
an exciting creative force to watch 
with their very first project as a 
fi rm, the new cruise ship terminal 
at the Nanaimo Assembly Wharf. 
The sweeping modern form with 
elements of steel, glass and wood 
is completely contemporary yet 
speaks to the port’s past as a ship-
ping centre for the logging industry.

Checkwitch, who used to prac-
tice in New York but has lived on 
Salt Spring for the past four years, 
said the project is the probably the 
most important one he or Poiron 
have taken on as individuals and 
has been an important establishing 
mark for their new company. 

“It was great to be recognized as 
Checkwitch Poiron right when we 
were starting off,” he said.

“I was surprised by the number 
of people and the caliber of archi-
tects and engineers that were pres-
ent [at the awards ceremony], so it 
was great to be recognized in that 
room.”

The architects had just 12 

months after winning the contract 
to complete both the design and 
the building itself, with the termi-
nal set to open for passengers in 
May 2011. Checkwitch said wood 
defi nitely played an important role 
in the design of the building, both 
as a material in itself and for its link 
to the past.

“The assembly dock was used 
for the shipping and processing 
of wood — there were three saw-
mills on the site — and the design 
speaks both to Nanaimo’s past and 
its future, as a logging town that’s 
looking to a new way to improve 
the economy.”

“Wood is a material anyone can 
relate to,” he added. “It’s warming, 
and a natural place to go to for pas-
sengers to feel welcome.”

On the local front, Checkwitch 
Poiron has created a schematic 
design as one possible avenue of 
development for the new owners 
of the Salt Spring Island Resort on 

Bullock Lake. According to their 
website, the design goal was to cre-
ate an environmentally sustain-
able and fi nancially feasible plan to 
restore the site. 

Upcoming projects include a 
boathouse for the Nanaimo Canoe 
and Kayak Club on Long Lake. The 
architects are both also working on 
personal projects: Poiron is fi nish-
ing up his house in Nanaimo and 
Checkwitch is building a cabin on 
Secret Island with help from local 
builder and mentor, Ian Mott. 

The fi rm has recently opened a 
third offi ce in Vancouver. 

Interior and exterior shots of the 

award-winning Nanaimo cruise 

ship terminal building.

FAITH

Benedictine weekend highlights 
special events at All Saints church
Father Martin 

Brokenleg leads 

varied program 

A weekend confer-
ence on the ancient 
monastic rule of St. 
Benedict will be held 
at All Saints By-the-Sea 
this weekend as part of 
the Anglican parish’s 
program for personal 
and corporate spiritual 
growth this Lent. 

The program will be 
led by Father Martin 

Brokenleg from Victo-
ria, a well-known Angli-
can priest in the region 
who also founded a 
group of Benedictine 
canons where mem-
bers follow the rule of 
St. Benedict and share 
a life of prayer together, 
but do not live in for-
mal monasteries. He 
will lead the group into 
an appreciation for the 
balance of work, prayer 
and relationships writ-
ten of by St. Benedict 
in the 6th century and 
consider how it applies 

to our lives today.
T h e  B e n e d i c t i n e 

weekend begins with 
an introductory gath-
ering on Friday eve-
ning from 7 to 9 p.m. 
that will end with night 
prayer (also know in 
monastries as “com-
pline”). 

On Saturday begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m., the 
life of several Benedic-
tine monastic commu-
nities will be shared. 

At 12:15 p.m. a sim-
ple celebration of the 
Eucharist will be held 

in honour of the feast 
of the Annunciation 
of Our Lord. Everyone 
is invited to bring a 
brown bag lunch and 
eat together following 
the Eucharist and sum 
up the day with Father 
Brokenleg, fi nishing at 
2:30 p.m.

R e g i s t r a t i o n  i n 
advance for the confer-
ence is by phone at the 
Anglican parish office 
(250-537-2171) or by 
e-mailing ssanglican@
shaw.ca. The registra-
tion fee is $10. 
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We want to hear your story. Write it, say it, share it. 

 Learn more about 
everyday transit heroes

Visit us online at:
www.transithero.caTELL YOUR

STORY

Transit Info www.bctransit.com

Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. 8:30-5:00                      804 Fulford-Ganges Road  250-537-4978

SLEGG LUMBER

MORE THAN EVER YOU NEED TO
STRETCH YOUR BUCKS

You Can Do It At Slegg‘s!

Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. 8:30-5:00 804 Fulford-Ganges Road 250-537-4978

MORE THAN EVER YOU NEED TO
STRETCH YOUR BUCKS

You Can Do It At Slegg‘s!!!!!

BIG CITY PRICES
Small Town Service

www.slegglumber.ca

WOMEN’S SOCCER 

Salt Spring United Division-2 
women advance to semifi nals
Team tramples 

opponents in 

double header

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring United 
gave hometown fans 
plenty to cheer about 
over the weekend as 
the team trounced visi-
tors in a pair of impor-
tant matches.

First up for the wom-
en’s Division-2 team 
was a regular season 
match against Gorge 
on Saturday afternoon. 

Salt Spring jumped 
ahead on an early 
goal from Alice Pave-
ley, who connected 
with a well-timed pass 
from Mardon Dary. 
Moments later, Jenny 
Langdon caught some 
fortunate bounces to 
give United a two-goal 
lead. 

Sue-Anne Donald-
son secured a three-

g o a l  a d va n t a g e  by 
scoring a beauty just 
before halftime.

“She got on the end 
of a nice pass by Joelle 
Morrison and then 
fi red it into the top cor-
ner with a bit of zip on 
it,” said team manager 
Jordon Morrison in his 
post-game report.

Donaldson went on 
to score her second 
goal of the match to 
give the home team an 
insurmountable lead 
midway through the 
second half.

Tami Benoit’s bid for 
a shutout was dashed 
as Gorge made a too-
little-too-late effort to 
regain some dignity in 
a game that ended  4-1.

O n  S u n d a y,  t h e 
women showed no 
sign of fatigue as they 
d u m p e d  t h e  Ca s t -
aways Over 30-A squad 
5-1 to seal a spot in the 
Stephanie Shergold 
Cup semi-fi nals.

A s h l e y  S w i n t o n 

scored twice and Rhea 
Davidson got another 
as United put the game 
out of reach well before 
the end of the fi rst half.

Donaldson scored 
her fi rst of two second-
half goals soon after 

the break to effectively 
seal the victory — but 
the game wasn’t over 
yet.

“They pulled one 
back to make it 4-1, 
b u t  we  re s p o n d e d 
quickly after that to 
s q u a s h  a n y  h o p e s 
of a comeback with 
a pretty goal. Joelle 
Morr ison played a 
ball for Davidson that 
their keeper came to 
clear, and Davidson 
blocked the clearance 
and crossed it in for 
Donaldson, who was 
at full stretch to get a 
foot on it and smash 
it into the net,” said 
Jordon Morrison.

Salt Spring United 
gets set for another 
double-header week-
end as the women 
host a regular season 
match on Saturday 
and travel to Victoria 
for a semi-final cup 
bout against the Lake-
hill Reds on Sunday 
afternoon.

SS United’s Joelle Morrison gets the ball as her team runs away with another 

victory, 4-1 over Gorge on Saturday.

“They pulled one 

back to make 

it 4-1, but we 

quickly 

responded after 

that to squash 

any hopes of a 

comeback . . . .” 

JORDON MORRISON
SS United spokesman

RUNNING

Sneakers continue romp
Rick Laing crosses fi nish 

line despite lost shoe

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Not even a blown running shoe 
was enough to stall the Salt Spring 
Sneakers’ rising fortunes during a 
half-marathon event in the Comox 
Valley on Sunday morning.

In an act of whole-hearted deter-
mination, Salt Spring’s Rick Laing 
dipped a foot into the world of 
barefoot running by completing 
the fi nal several hundred metres of 
the 22-kilometre event with a single 
shoe.

Laing’s perseverance earned him 
a second-place fi nish in the M60-64 
race category with a time of 1:32:49.

Richard Hayden topped the Sneak-

ers’ two-runner contingent by cross-
ing the fi nish line in 1:22:39. His time 
was strong enough to fi nish in 26th 
position among the race’s 431 com-
petitors. Hayden placed fourth in the 
M45-49 race category.

“Sneakerland must congratulate 
and thank our two stalwarts who 
ventured up for this gruelling event,” 
said Sneakers team member Lynn 
Thompson after Sunday’s race.

The stellar runs helped the Sneak-
ers maintain a 10th-place standing 
in the Vancouver Island Race Series’ 
2012 season. The team’s next event 
is a 15-kilometre race in Merville on 
April 1.

Individual point standings com-
piled over the past six races indicate 
Laing can win his age category by a 
wide margin if he participates in the 
VIRS’ April 1 and April 15 events.
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2915 Fulford Ganges Road
250-653-4321

www.saltspringmercantile.com

SPORTS & RECREATION

Forest Technologist of the Year – Jonathan Lok, RFT

Support the Canadian Women’s Foundation

Fatigue?
Irritability?
Cravings?
Dizziness?
Hormonal imbalances?
Poor Sleep and more….?

Reduce Your Stress Symptoms

$1 of each purchase helps women 
and girls across Canada 

AdrenaSense® EstroSense® ThyroSense®MenoSense®

HEARTHAVEa

PROUD SPONSOR OF ONLY available at your
local Health Food Store

PNO.CA

March 1 - May 31, 2012

AAttention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your 
opportunity for a 

great welcome visit.
Call Marilyn today 
for your greeting, 
gifts & useful info.
250-653-4445

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition 

Since 1930

MEN’S SOCCER 

Old Boys regain winning ways
as Alumni FC clinches top spot
Alumni plays fi nal 

home game of the 

season on Sunday

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s Old Boys shut 
down their opponents early 
and never looked back as 
players cruised to a 1-0 vic-
tory against the Athletics 50 
on Sunday morning.

“The Old Boys had a change 
of strategy,” said team spokes-
person Graham Tweddle in his 
post-game report. “Instead 
of giving up early goals, we 
defended in numbers.”

With the game locked in 

a scoreless draw at the half, 
Mark Aston finally gave the 
Old Boys the lead in front of 
home-island fans at the GISS 
field.

In spite of several close calls 
throughout the second half, 
the Old Boys persevered to 
claim a well-deserved win.

“Mike Davis was a constant 
threat with his brilliant runs 
to the corner flags, causing all 
sorts of trouble for the oppo-
sit ion’s  defence,”  Tweddle 
said.

The Old Boys’ final home 
game of the season is against 
the Cowichan Masters on Sun-
day morning at the GISS field. 
Kickoff is set for 10:30 a.m.

I n  o t h e r  m e n’s  s o c c e r 

action over the weekend, Salt 
Spring’s Alumni FC clinched 
top spot in its division with 
a decisive 2-0 victory against 
Va n c o u v e r  I s l a n d  S o c c e r 
League rivals Bays United on 
Sunday. 

The victory gives Alumni a 
14-1-2 record with two games 
left to play. Alumni plays its 
final home game of the sea-
s o n  a g a i n s t  s e c o n d - p l a c e 
Westcastle United (13-2-4) 
on Sunday, March 25 at 10:30 
a.m.

Division 2’s Salt Spring FC 
men’s squad hosts its final 
game of the season on Satur-
day, March 31 at 2:15 p.m. at 
Portlock Park against Powell 
River.

LONDON OLYMPICS 

Olympic fever gets cooking 
with Richard Clarke dinner
Five-time Olympian 

to host gourmet 

fundraiser at Auntie 

Pesto’s on April 13

 
Sa i l i n g  f a n s  a n d  s p o r t s 

enthusiasts can expect to eat 
like an Olympian during an 
upcoming fundraising event 
for Richard Clarke’s journey 
to the 2012 Summer Olympic 
in London.

Only 40 tickets for what’s 
billed as an “intimate evening 
of stories and gourmet food” 
at Auntie Pesto’s Cafe in Gan-
ges are now on sale for the 
April 13 event.

“R i c h a rd  w i l l  b e  t e l l i n g 
plenty of tall tales from the 
Olympic trail and will have an 
exciting video presentation,” 
said Andrea Scanlan, Rich-
ard’s spouse and fundraising 
coordinator.

The event will include time 

for discussion and partici-
pants’ questions. Tickets for 
the dinner cost  $100 each 
and are avai lable through 
ArtSpring.

The evening is among sev-
eral fundraising initiatives 
in store for islanders before 

Clarke leaves for  London, 
England in July.

More than 150 individu-
als have paid up to $50 per 
person to have their names 
printed on the hull of Clarke’s 
Olympic Star sailboat.  The 
c a m p a i g n  t o  r e a c h  2 0 1 2 
names in time for the games 
is being organized through 
w w w. g e t o n b o a rd . c a .  Ta x -
deductible receipts are avail-
able for donations made to 
the cause.

The ef for t  is  st i l l  about 
$85,000 short of its $96,000 
goal, but the fundraising team 
is optimistic that, as Olympic 
fever builds, more people will 
become aware of the situation 
and help out where and when 
they can.

Middle and high school stu-
dents will also get a chance 
to see, hear and speak with 
Clarke about his extensive 
offshore and Olympic sailing 
experience during a special 
general assembly in April.

BOWLING 

Special Olympics 
bowlers achieve
top lane scores

H i g h  s c o r e s  i n 
recent Special Olym-
pics bowling play at 
K i n g s  L a n e  Re c re -
ation were: 

Mahjor Baines: 168, 
214,  201,  150,  168, 
159,  195,  156,  141, 
144, 187, 167, 159.

Jason Newport: 207, 
158,  152,  241,  173, 
171,  178,  147,  151, 
178.

David McEachern: 
157, 141.

Car los  Manzano: 
215, 155.

Jim Beck: 148, 140, 
192, 143.

Stuart Elliot: 188.
Scott Jessey: 151, 

175.

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO BY SEAN MCINTYRE

Canada’s Olympic star-class 

sailing team member Richard 

Clarke, of Salt Spring Island. 

HIGHROLLERS

ENTER TO WIN TICKETS 
to see 

DYNA MANNING & 
RYAN McMAHON

See ad on page 6 for details
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Dorinne Mavis Denton (Koots) died March 13, 
2012, after a battle with pancreatic cancer.  She is 
remembered as a wonderful mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother who unfailingly supported 
her family through both good  times and bad.
Dorinne was born in Sylvan Lake, Alta. She 

attended Hollingshead Business College of 
Alberta in 1952. From 1953-1955 she covered 
the Prairie provinces, direct selling for Grolier 
Co. of Vancouver, as well as Book of Knowledge 
encylopedia. After marrying John Denton from 
Vancouver she stayed home to attend to her 
responsibilities as homemaker and mother from 
1956 to 1961. Dorinne worked for the Haney 
Gazette before the family moved to Australia in 
1963, where she helped John with his franchise 
business. The Dentons returned to Canada in 
1966 and in 1973 she took the receptionist course 
at Vancouver Tech. Following that, she helped run 
Denton Farms Equestrian for more than 30 years.
Dorinne was somewhat of a surrogate mother 

to the many ‘horsey’ girls and boys who had the 
privilege of visiting her homes in Southlands 
in Vancouver and later on Saltspring Island. A 
consummate hostess, she was always quick to offer 
coffee, goodies and cheerful counsel. Dorinne 
and John were heavily involved in the equestrian 
community in Maple Ridge, Vancouver, Langley 
and latterly Saltspring Island. They were among the 
early proponents of developing a homegrown sport 
horse industry and their broodmares produced 
many fi ne competition horses.
She is survived by daughters Laura (David 

Schmidt) and Lynne (Mark Hughes), grandchildren 
Robert Cable (Doris) and Patricia Denton, great-
grandchildren Lance, Maximo and Roxanna, sister 
Bonnie, sister-in-law Norma, nieces, a nephew and 
special longtime friend Desmond Champion, as 
well as her beloved dog Oreo.
In lieu of fl owers, please make donations to the 

Lady Minto Hospital Foundation (palliative care), 
where Dorinne received such compassionate and 
loving care in her last days. Special thanks also to 
Dr. David Woodley, Dr. Crossland, Sue Banks and 
the Saltspring Ambulance Service.

DDORINNE MAVIS DENTON

Dr. Frederick P. Waugh, BSc, MD
 1923-2012

 Surrounded by family, Dr. Fred Waugh died on March 15, 
2012 at Lady Minto Hospital. He was 88. Fred was the 
youngest son of Dr. and Mrs. R. J. Waugh of Carberry, MB, 
and husband of Dorothy J. Waugh (Frisken) his devoted 
and loving wife, who has been at his side for 59 years.
He will always be remembered by his fi ve children, Jane 
(John), Robin, Keith (Kristin), Clive, and Liam Waugh, 
as the fi nest of fathers. He was the best of granddads 
to Jilian, Jake, Samuel, and Hunter; Anne and Colin; 
Brendan, Andrew, and Nicole. In addition, their great-
granddad will be missed by Ava and Hazel. He was 
predeceased by his brothers Perry, Jack, and George. 
His sister, Mrs. Frances Fasken (nee Waugh), cherishes 
her brother and continues to live in Barrie Ontario. He is 
also remembered by many nieces and nephews, former 
colleagues, neighbours, and friends.
Fred grew up in Carberry MB, and, after several years of 
military service during the Second World War, he received 
his MD at the University of Manitoba in 1953. In the 
middle of the 1950s, he began his 40 year association 
with the Winnipeg Clinic. Throughout his career he 
showed passionate dedication to the practice of 
medicine. As part of his work in occupational medicine, 
he travelled extensively to interesting places all over the 
world, including parts of Canada’s north.
He retired from his practice in 1994; he and Dorothy 
moved to Salt Spring in that same year. He was a 
well known volunteer in many roles within several 
organizations, both in Winnipeg and within the Salt 
Spring community. His service was very generous to the 
parishes of St. George’s Anglican Church, Crescentwood, 
in Winnipeg, and to the Anglican Parish of Salt Spring 
Island. Fred also had lifelong interests in gardening, 
painting, art appreciation, antique collecting, and 
music of all kinds. He enjoyed camping and cottage life, 
particularly at Austin Lake, ON.
Cremation has taken place. The funeral was held on 
Tuesday March 20th 2012 at 1:00 pm at St. Mark’s 
church.
The family wishes to thank Dr. Reznick and the staff of 
Lady Minto hospital for the quality of their care, and 
their sensitivity and kindness.

Doris Bennison was born in Cheshire, England 
on April 22nd, 1922. When she was 18 she went to 
war, and in 1943 she married her darling Hughie 
and became Doris Phillips. Soon she discovered her 
true calling and became Mum. The family moved 
to Ontario in 1958, and in 1980 settled in Fulford 
Harbour on Saltspring Island, where they stayed.  
During all these years Doris worked a special magic 
on all whose lives she touched, forming bonds of 
the spirit that will never be broken.  Doris broke 
the bonds of pain on March 5th at Lady Minto 
Hospital. Now she can be with us all, wherever we 
may wander.

Heartfelt thanks to the sta   at Extended Care and 
to Fran and Debbie, who learned to love Doris in 
the hardest times. A celebration of her life will be 
held in April.

In loving memory of

Doris Phillips
April 22, 1922 to March 5, 2012

Pack up all my cares and woe
Here I go, singing low

Bye bye. Bye bye.

DEATHS DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CARDS OF THANKS

Thank  You
The family of Katie Gardner 
would like to thank all of the 
staff and nurses at Green-
woods for their special care 
and kindness.

COMING EVENTS

G.I.S.R.A.

Gulf Islands Seniors’ 
Residence Association

A.G.M.
Saturday

March 24, 2012
10am

Meadowbrook Lounge

UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP. 
Sun. March 25, 11 am at the 
SS Seniors’ Centre. The Envi-
ronment and Spirituality: in-
spired by David Suzuki and 
the arrival of the Equinox. How 
can we balance these crucial 
areas of our lives at this time.  
Check us out saltspringuni-
tarians.com.

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

CALL FOR ENTRIES
10TH ANNUAL 

Kitty Coleman Woodland
Art & Bloom Festival.

 Fine Art and Quality Crafts 
Juried Show. 

Presented in a spectacular 
outdoor setting 
May 19,20, 21

Applications for Artisans 
are available at 

woodlandgardens.ca or 
phone 250-338-6901

FABULOUS FLEA MARKET, 
March 31, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
Fulford Hall. Table rentals 8’ - 
$20, 4’ - $10. Delicious home-
made food available. Info 250-
537-5482.

PIANO TUNER coming to Salt 
Spring, Mar. 28 - 31.  Book 
appt. 604-732-7863 or 
silverwoodpianos@shaw.ca
www.silverwoodpianos.com

POTTERY WORKSHOPS
Pat Webber is taking registra-
tions now for hand building 
and throwing workshops. For 
info email Pat at jweb-
ber@saltspring.com or call 
250-537-8871.

INFORMATION

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

T H E a i m s 
and objectives of 
the LADY MINTO HOSPI-
TAL FOUNDATION are to 
raise funds which will be 
used to expand and en-
hance the delivery of medi-
cal care by the Hospital to 
Gulf Islands residents. 
You can help the Foundation 
attain these goals by a gift of 
funds, real or personal prop-
erty, memorial bequests, en-
dowments, life insurance or 
securities. 
All donations will be recog-
nized in the Hospital and re-
ceipts for Income Tax pur-
poses will be issued.

Please help YOUR 
Hospital so it 
can help YOU
 135 Crofton Rd.

Salt Spring Island, BC
V8K 1T1

250-538-4845
www.ladymintohospital

LEGALS

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

AND OTHERS
Re: The estate of 
WALTER FLOERCKE, 
Deceased, formerly of 
Greenwoods Elder Care, 
133 Blain Road, Salt 
Spring Island, British Co-
lumbia V8K 1Z9.

Creditors and others 
having claims against the 
Estate of WALTER 
FLOERCKE, are hereby 
notifi ed under section 38 
of the Trustee Act that 
particulars of their claims 
should be sent to the Ex-
ecutors at Box 414, Gan-
ges P.O., Salt Spring Is-
land, BC, V8K 2W1, on 
or before April 12, 2012, 
after which date the Ex-
ecutors will distribute the 
estate among the parties 
entitled to it,   having re-
gard to the claims of 
which the    Executor 
then has notice. 
James Pasuta, 
Solicitor for the Estate of
WALTER FLOERCKE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS

NOTICE is hereby given 
that Creditors and others 
having claims against the
Estate of Paul Sanson 
White, also known as 
Paul Sanson White Jr., 
Deceased, who died on 
the 8th day of October, 
2011, are hereby required 
to send them to the Ex-
ecutor, Paula Seanna 
Morrison, care of Wendy 
L. Everson Law, 307-2453 
Beacon Avenue, Sidney, 
British Columbia before 
the 11th day of April, 
2012, after which date the 
Executor will distribute the 
said Estate among the 
parties entitled thereto, 
having regard for the 
claims of which she has 
notice.

By:  Wendy L. Everson
Barrister and Solicitor
Wendy L. Everson Law
#307 – 2453 Beacon Ave-
nue, Sidney, BC  V8L 1X7
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NOTICE OF 2012 REGULAR BUSINESS 
MEETINGS OF THE SALT SPRING 

ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

The proposed meeting agenda is usually available one week prior to the meeting and may 
be obtained at the Islands Trust offi ce or on our website.
Please note that correspondence received from the public about general matters may 
become part of a meeting agenda that is published online.
Visit our website at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca    Contact us at (250) 537-9144

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will be meeting to consider various matters of 
general business such as applications received, bylaw reviews and meeting notes.
Starting at noon, up to 45 minutes will be available for the public to discuss local land use 
matters with the Local Trust Committee. Those who wish to present a more formal petition, or 
make a delegation to the Committee as an agenda item, must make a request to the Islands Trust 
staff at least 14 days in advance of the meeting. 
Regular business meetings are scheduled for: 

Thursday  April 5  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  April 26  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  May 17  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  June 7  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  July 5  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  August 2  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  August 30  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  September 20  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  October 11  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  November 8  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  November 22  9:30 AM Hart Bradley Hall,  Lions Club, 103 Bonnet Ave._______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  December 13  9:30 AM ArtSpring, Multi-Purpose Rooms, 100 Jackson Ave.

Date                                 Time                                        Location
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104 McPhillips Avenue • 250-537-2812

   Marilyn Horsdal                      Rosa Jordan
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History

New
Beginnings

TONIGHT! MARCH TONIGHT! MARCH 2121, , 7 7 PM LIONS HALLPM LIONS HALL

Please join us for a reading by authorsPlease join us for a reading by authors

LADY MINTO HOSPITAL 
AUXILIARY SOCIETY

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting March 26th, 1:30pm

Lion’s Hall - Elections -

RECREATION FUNDING 
AVAILABLE

 
Salt Spring Parks and Recreation is receiving 
applications, from qualifying community 
organizations, for funding to assist with parks 
and recreation related projects, which provide 
additional recreation facilities, equipment, 
services or programs that benefi t the 
community.  Funding  is usually awarded on a 
one-time basis, but under certain circumstances 
may be applied to ongoing programs. The 
deadline for the current applications is Friday, 
March  30, 2012. 
Application forms are available on our website 
www.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc or at the 
PARC offi  ce. Call 537-4448 or 
email ssiparc@crd.bc.ca .

What do YOU think are Salt Spring’s 
most critical needs?  
The Salt Spring Island Foundation is conducting the 
2012 Community Needs Online Survey from March 
15 to April 15 and invites responses from all island-
ers, including members of the island’s not-for-profi t 
organizations. The survey results will enable the 
Foundation and other funding organizations to make 
granting decisions that consider the priorities set 
forth by members of the community. 

To make your voice heard, go to  www.surveymon-
key.com/s/SSIFoundation or visit our website at 
www.saltspringislandfoundation.org.

Lady Minto
Hospital Auxiliary

Society
Announces a new

$200000

“BACK TO SCHOOL”
BURSARY

Recipients must be mature students 
pursuing a career in a health related fi eld.

Information and application forms 
available at the Thrift Store located at
the back of the Upper Ganges Center 

next to The Driftwood.
FOR INFORMATION CALL 250-653-4927

Connecting your giving with island needs

Your gift today will help islanders now and in the 
future. The Foundation gives approximately $100,000 
to our island’s charitable organizations every year.

Donations may be made through the website, by phoning 
250 537 8305, or by mail to SSIF, Box 244, Ganges PO, SSI, BC, V8K 2V2.

www.saltspringislandfoundation.org

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
TO MODIFY 

LIQUOR LICENCE
The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee 
will consider a Resolution to provide input 
to the Liquor Control and Licensing Branch 
on the addition of a new licensed area for 
124 Upper Ganges Road (Moby’s Pub). The 
purpose of the application (SS-LCB-2012.1) 
is to increase the liquor primary license and 
cancel the food primary license for the pub.  

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee 
is expected to consider the proposed licence 
change at its regular business meeting on 
Thursday, April 5, 2012 beginning at 9:30 
AM at Hart Bradley Hall (Lions Club), 103 
Bonnet Avenue, Ganges. Please refer to the 
posted agenda available on the Islands Trust 
Website http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/ss/
agendas.cfm at the beginning of that week for 
an indication of where this application is to be 
placed on the agenda.

Enquiries or comments concerning this 
application should be directed to Robert 
Steinbach at Moby’s (124 Upper Ganges 
Road, talktous@mobys.ca or 250-537-5559) 
and Caitlin Brownrigg at the Salt Spring 
Island of  ce of the Islands Trust cbrownrigg@
islandstrust.bc.ca or 250 537 9144.

Join the BC SPCA Salt Spring Island Branch 
on Tuesday, March 27, 2012 for our 

Annual General Meeting. New and old 
members welcome! We will be electing 

members of the Community Council, as well 
as conducting any other branch business.

Date: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 

Time: 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM 

Portlock Park Community Room

145 Vesuvius Bay Road

Salt Spring Island

For further information on the meeting 
or to obtain a copy of the draft agenda, 

please email us at 
saltspring@spca.bc.ca or call 250-537-2123.

The BC SPCA is a non-profi t organization 
funded primarily by public donations. Our 

mission is to prevent cruelty and to promote 
the welfare of animals through a wide range 
of services, including cruelty investigations, 
emergency rescue and treatment, shelter-
ing and adoption of homeless and abused 

animals, humane education, advocacy, farm 
animal welfare, spay/neuter programs, and 

wildlife rescue and rehabilitation

NO
✗ NO invasive species
    (blackberry, gorse, broom etc.)
✗ NO stones, plastic,  
     garbage

✗ NO food waste

BRING YOUR BRANCHES!
Saturday, March 31; 10 am to 2 pm

TWO LOCATIONS:
South Island: 

Hope Hill Farm  235 Musgrave Rd.

North Island: 
SSI Golf & Country Club, 805 Lower Ganges Rd.

Branches and clippings wanted for 
composting by island farmers. 

Clean up your yard and help island farmers.

CLEAN MATERIAL ONLY

If you have more than a pickup truck of branches, 
or for more information, please call 250-537-2616

Bring Your Branches is part of the Salt Spring Island 
Agricultural Alliance’s Pilot Composting Demonstration 

Project. Funding support provided by Vancity.

YES
✓ YES branches

✓ YES trimmings

Salt Spring Singers Community Scholarships
Salt Spring Singers community choir is off ering 
two $400 scholarships to members of the Salt 

Spring Island community who wish to pursue music 
studies. Preference will be given to candidates who 

intend to study voice and/or are members of a 
community or school choir.

The deadline for applications is Tuesday, April 10, 2012.
For more information and an

application package, please go to
www.saltspringsingers.org/scholarships.html
or call Rosemary Wallbank at (250) 537-4398. COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS
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PERSONALS

DATING SERVICE. Long-
Term/Short-Term relation-
ships, free to try!!! 1-877-297-
9883. Live intimate conversa-
tion, Call: #7878 or 1-888-534-
6984. Live adult 1on1. Call: 1-
866-311-9640 or #5015. Meet 
Local Single Ladies. 1-877-
804-5381. (18+).

TRAVEL

BED & BREAKFAST

B&B IN THE BAHAMAS
Be my guest on Grand 
Bahama. Private 3 bed 
home, 4 bath, beach 1 
blk, short walk to casi-
no/restaurants. Pick-up 
/drop off airport. $50 per 
day/PP. 242-374-2673 or 
dianejonas@telus.net.

INFORMATION

INFORMATION

INFORMATION

INFORMATION

TRAVEL

GETAWAYS

BRING THE family! Sizzling 
Specials at Florida’s Best 
Beach! New Smyrna Beach, 
FL. See it all at: 
www.nsbfl a.com/bonjour or 
call 1-800-214-0166.

LONG BEACH - Ucluelet - 
Deluxe waterfront cabin, 

sleeps 6, BBQ.Spring Special.    
2 nights $239 / 3 nights $299.
Pets Okay. Rick 604-306-0891

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR TIME-
SHARE. NO Risk Program. 
STOP Mortgage & Mainte-
nance Payments Today. 100% 
Money Back Guarantee. Free 
Consultation. Call Us Now. We 
Can Help! 1-888-356-5248.

VACATION SPOTS

SUN & SAND. Beautiful Flori-
da Beach Condo. Google: 
vrbo393361. 537-8819.

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ADVERTISE YOUR
 BUSINESS

to Every Hunter in BC! 
Advertise in The BC 
Hunting Regulations 
Synopsis 2012-2014 
publication. Increased 
circulation 250,000 cop-
ies! Tremendous Reach, 
Two Year Edition!

Contact Annemarie
 at 1 800 661 6335

or hunt@blackpress.ca

EVER wanted your own business? 
Work from home online PT/FT. Call 
toll free 1-877-336-2513

HOME BASED BUSINESS- 
We need serious and motivat-
ed people for expanding 
health & wellness industry. 
High speed internet and phone 
essential. Free online training. 
www.project4wellness.com

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Required Immediately. Jour-
neyman Heavy Equipment 
Technician for Vernon  Dealer-
ship. Our Heavy Equipment 
Technicians maintain, repair 
and rebuild heavy equipment 
at our shop and in the fi eld in a 
safe, effi cient and capable 
manner. 
Qualifi cations required: Jour-
neyman certifi cation. Have a 
strong awareness and attitude 
towards workplace health and    
safety. Able to meet the physi-
cal demands of a Heavy 
Equipment Technician. Work-
ing knowledge of computers.
Experience in the Forestry and 
construction Industry.
Woodland Equipment Inc of-
fers excellent wage compen-
sation, extended health bene-
fi ts. On-going industry training 
and year round employment. 
We are one of the largest 
Hyundai dealers in Canada 
and believe our continued 
growth is a result of our highly 
skilled and engaged employ-
ees who deliver excellence in 
the Workplace. Come join our 
team in sunny and warm Ver-
non, where you will be appre-
ciated, love our climate and 
enjoy all our outdoor activities. 
Please forward your resume 
via email to rgilroy@woodland 
equip.com. No phone calls 
please.

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

AIRLINES ARE HIRING- 
Train for high paying Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid 
if qualifi ed- Housing available. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 1(877)818-0783.

APPLY NOW: Pennywise 
Scholarship For Women to at-
tend Journalism certifi cate 
course at Langara College in 
Vancouver. Deadline May 30, 
2012. More information: 
www.bccommunitynews.com

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS classified@gulfislands.netDEADLINES 
TUESDAY 10 AM

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood
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A Passion for Great Produce
 

Salt Spring Natureworks is looking for 
someone that has the same passion and 
commitment to beautiful, delicious and 

fresh produce as we do. A person that can 
manage the responsibilities of receiving, 
cleaning, prepping and displaying the 
incredible produce we are known for. 

This is a full time, 5 day a week position. 
Please contact Lawrence at 537-2325, 

ssnatureworks@shaw.ca.

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

HELP WANTED

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR TRAINING

Get Practical Skills
That Get Jobs

Vancouver Island University
training for over 50 years, 
No simulators. Low student / 
instructor ratio. 

1-888-920-2221 ext: 6130
www.viu.ca/

heavyequipment

MORE JOBS Than graduates! 
Employers seek out Can-
Scribe Medical Transcription 
graduates. New course! New 
low price! We need more stu-
dents! Enroll today! 1-800-
466-1535 www.canscribe.com 
admissions@canscribe.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

An earthmoving company based in 
Edson Alberta requires a full time 
Heavy Duty Mechanic for fi eld and 
shop work. We require Cat Doz-
er/Deere excavator experience. 
You will work a set schedule for 
days on and off. Call Lloyd @ 780-
723-5051

ENJOY WORKING for sen-
iors? Heritage Place for Sen-
iors requires a person with 
comfortable cooking skills and 
excellent cleaning habits to 
work as an Occasional. Pre-
paring the evening meal for 
the appreciative residents of 
one of our Houses is like cook-
ing for a family.  Set menu. No
shopping.  Join our team of 
caring sharing Homemakers. 
Candidate will require Food 
Safe, TB Test, Criminal 
Record Check.  Please mail or 
bring resume to: Offi ce, Heri-
tage Place, 120 Crofton Rd. 
Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 
1Y4.

SOUTH ROCK has positions 
for road construction workers, 
BASE - heavy equipment  op-
erators (Finish Grader Op). 
Asphalt - (paver, roller, screed, 
raker). Heavy  Duty Mechanic 
(service truck). General la-
bourers. Forward resume to:  
careers@southrock.ca. Fax 
403-568-1327; 
www.southrock.ca.

TRADES, TECHNICAL

DL Baker Construction Canada is 
looking for Journeymen Carpenters 
and Foremen in Kitimat. BC, Cana-
da. Red Seal Preferred. Carpenters 
must have experience with installa-
tion of footing forms, slab on grade 
forms, build and install wall, column 
and elevated horizontal forms. 
Ability to layout work, off supplied 
control lines. And the ability to cor-
rectly rig and hoist material, ability 
to signal, rig and work safely with 
cranes. Project Terms is Project 
Based Wages are in accordance 
with Project Labour Agreement be-
tween Kitimat Modernization Em-
ployer Association and Coalition of 
British Columbia Building Trades for 
the Kitimat Modernization Project 
Please forward resumes to pat-
ton@bakerconcrete.com

TRADES, TECHNICAL

DL Baker Construction Canada is 
looking for Laborers and Foremen 
in Kitimat. BC, Canada. Red Seal 
Preferred. Laborers will possess 
competency in assisting on the in-
stallation of all types of formwork, 
performing general labor work and 
placing concrete. Have the ability to 
correctly rig and hoist material, 
ability to signal, rig and work safely 
with cranes. Project Terms is Pro-
ject Based Wages are in accor-
dance with Project Labour Agree-
ment between Kitimat 
Modernization Employer Associa-
tion and Coalition of British Colum-
bia Building Trades for the Kitimat 
Modernization Project Please for-
ward resumes to patton@bakercon-
crete.com

WELDERS/FITTERS required 
for busy Edmonton structural 
steel shop. Top compensation, 
full benefi ts, indoor heated 
work, relocation assistance. 
Fax resume: 780-939-2181 or 
careers@garweld.com.

WWORK ANTED

CARON CARPENTRY 
Serving Salt Spring Island for 
27 years. Construction, reno-
vations, property maintenance. 
John Caron. 250-537-9397, 
jbcaron@shaw.ca.

REGISTERED, EXPERI-
ENCED home care worker 
available for certain hours. 
good references, $20/hour. 
250-930-3334, ask for Betty.

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALTH PRODUCTS

HERBAL MAGIC - With Her-
bal Magic lose up to 20 
pounds in just 8 weeks and 
keep it off. Results Guaran-
teed! Start today call 1-800-
854-5176.

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

DROWNING IN Debt? Helping 
Canadians 25 years. Lower 
payments by 30%, or cut 
debts 70% thru Settlements. 
Avoid bankruptcy! Free consul-
tation. Toll-free 1 877-556-3500 
www.mydebtsolution.com

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 1-877-
987-1420.

 www.pioneerwest.com

IF YOU own a home or real 
estate, Alpine Credits can lend 
you money: It’s that simple. 
Your credit/age/income is not 
an issue. 1-800-587-2161.

LOOKING FOR 
BUSINESS, PERSONAL 

OR TITLE LOAN?
Now get u p to $800k busi-
ness or personal loan, with 
interest rate from 1.9%.  
Bad credit ok. 

Apply now
Call 1-866-642-1867

M O N E Y P ROV I D E R . C O M .
$500 Loan and +. No Credit 
Refused. Fast, Easy, 100% 
Secure. 1-877-776-1660.

LEGAL SERVICES

CRIMINAL RECORD? Don’t 
let it block employment, travel, 
education, professional, certifi -
cation, adoption property ren-
tal opportunities. For peace of 
mind and a free consultation 
call 1-800-347-2540.

CRIMINAL RECORD?
Guaranteed Record Removal 

since 1989. Confi dential, Fast, & 
Affordable. Our A+BBB Rating 

assures EMPLOYMENT &
TRAVEL FREEDOM.

Call for FREE INFO. BOOKLET
1-8-NOW-PARDON
(1-866-972-7366)

RemoveYourRecord.com

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

ACCOUNTING/TAX/
BOOKKEEPING

Income Tax
Services

CAROL BURBIDGE
182 North End Road

250-537-2561 
Cell: 250-537-6524
cljohnson@live.ca

*
Personal and Estate 

Returns only

Pickup and delivery 
service available

*

BUSINESS SERVICES 

DENIED CANADA Pension 
plan disability benefi ts? The 
Disability Claims Advocacy 
Clinic can help. Call Allison 
Schmidt at 1-877-793-3222. 
www.dcac.ca

CLEANING SERVICES

“EXCLUSIVELY”
MAIDS PERSONALLY

Residential, 
Commercial,

Construction Clean Up

“You Want It Done, 
I Make It Happen”

Free Estimate

250-537-1517

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN

HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

HAULING AND SALVAGE

REAL ESTATE

HOUSES FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

HOMES WANTED

WE BUY HOUSES
Damaged House? 

Pretty House?  Moving? 
Divorcing? Estate Sale?

We will Buy your House
Quick Cash & Private.
Mortgage Too High and

House won’t sell?
Can’t make payments?

We will Lease Your House,
Make your Payments

and Buy it Later!

Call: 1-250-616-9053
www.webuyhomesbc.com

OTHER AREAS

NAPLES FLORIDA Area! 
Bank Acquired Condos Only 
$169,900. Same unit sold for 
$428,895. Own your brand 
new condo for pennies on the 
dollar in warm, sunny SW 
Florida! Walk to over 20 res-
taurants/100 shops! Must see. 
Ask about travel incentives. 
Call 1-866-959-2825, ext 15. 
www.coconutpointcondos.com

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

COMMERCIAL RENTAL 
SPACE. Mid Island, full electri-
cal, paved fl oor, approx. 1500 
sf, available April 1, month to 
month or lease. $900 plus 
HST. Contact Island Explorer 
Property Management 250-
537-4722.

APARTMENTS FURNISHED

VANCOUVER 1 BEDROOM
furnished apartment in Kerris-
dale for approx 1-year sublet. 
One block to transp, restau-
rants and shops, 10 min to 
UBC, 20 min to airport & fer-
ries. Ground fl oor, prvt en-
trance & garden, tastefully 
decorated, renovated kitchen 
and bath. $1,300 incl utilities 
and parking. For pictures and 
info email virginiated-
wards@gmail.com.

HOMES FOR RENT

1 BDRM townhouse, newly 
renovated, new W/D, hard-
wood fl oors, private patio, stor-
age unit, sunny site close to 
town. Avail. immed. $800/mo. 
Call 250-537-6860.

1 BEDROOM TRAILER on 
acreage near Ganges, views, 
garden. $600, 250-653-9898.

2 BDRM Designer Cabin near 
central, for long-term rental. 
Full kitchen, bath, W/D, in-fl oor 
htg. N/S & N/P. $975 + util. 
Markus, 250-653-9799.

2 BDRM mobile home, 
$700/mo. New appliances, 
WD, separate laundry & stor-
age area. Covered deck. Avail. 
Apr 1. Call 250-537-6860.

2 BDRM mobile home, 
$700/mo. New appliances, 
WD, 2 decks. Avail. Apr 1. 
$625/mo. Call 250-537-6860.

2 BEDROOM COTTAGE in 
sunny Vesuvius area with 
W/D, N/S, N/P. $875 available 
April 1. Call 250-537-5092.

2 BEDROOM HOUSE on 
Dean Road, available April 1. 
2 minutes to Ganges. W/D, 
N/S. $1000 plus util. Call 250-
537-5829.

3 BDRM mobile home. Newly 
renovated, 4 new appliances, 
WD, new bathroom, private 
fenced yard and deck. Garden 
area. Avail. immed.$800/mo. 
Call 250-537-6860.

3 BDRM mobile home. Newly 
renovated, 4 new appliances, 
WD, new bathroom, private 
fenced yard and deck. Garden 
area. Avail. immed.$800/mo. 
Call 250-537-6860.

BACHELOR SUITE in Vesuvi-
us. Full bathroom, fridge & hot 
plate, WD, includes Hydro & 
water, NS, NP, avail. Apr. 1, 
long term. $700. Contact Is-
land Explorer Property Man-
agement 250-537-4722.

CLEAN 1 bdrm cabin for rent 
in Ganges. WD, NS, ref. 
please. Avail. Apr. 1, $850/mo. 
250-537-2728.

LARGE RUSTIC 2 bedroom 
cabin with oceanview deck. 
Woodstove and electric heat. 
Full bathrm. Shared quiet 
property. N/S, cat okay. 
Available immed. 250-537-
1968.

MID ISLAND home, 1 bdrm, 1 
bath (shower only), WD, elec-
tric & wood heat. Shared prop-
erty, cat ok, NS, long term, 
$725. Contact Island Explorer 
Property Management 250-
537-4722.

PRIVATE ONE bedroom suite 
with private entrance on pri-
vate road. Very close to town. 
All inclusive: cable, internet, 
etc. Shared laundry, $800/mo 
for single person, $900 for 
two. 250-537-7872.

TINY 2 ROOM CABIN. Deck, 
outdoor bathroom, views, 
quiet. $450, 250-653-9898.

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS classified@gulfislands.netDEADLINES 
TUESDAY 10 AM

 9818 Fourth Street, Sidney  buyandsave.ca

 Fiscal Year-End Storewide & Warehouse

 NO
 HST

 On All Like New & Used Home 
 Furnishings & Accessories.
 Mattresses; Carpenter, Mechanic 
 & Handyman Tools & Hardware.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE - 

New To You
Deadline 

10 am 

Tuesday

Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount with your Residents Card

BUILDING SUPPLIES
See us for a fast quote on all your building requirements

FlooringHeatingEavesPlumbingRoofi ng

SLEGG LUMBER LTD.804 Fulford-Ganges Rd.

250-537-4978

FREE ITEMS

2 AKC registered English 
Bulldog puppies (M/F) for free.
robinpeter04@yahoo.com

FREE MOVING BOXES, all 
sizes, good. 250-999-2869

LARGE GARDEN UMBREL-
LA. Green and white striped, 
in good condition.  250-537-
2052

FUEL/FIREWOOD
FIREWOODCut, split & deliveredMARCO250-537-6170

FIREWOOD
KONIG & SON
Serving Salt Spring

28 years

Cut, split & delivered
Competitive & reliable
Standing timber and

logs wanted

Kurt Duff 250-537-9531

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

PAUL’S FIREWOOD
GREAT SERVICE!

Serving Salt Spring 
for 31 years

Ph. 250-537-4660
Paul Konig

Will buy fi rewood logs.

SEASONED FIREWOOD
Vancouver Island’s largest fi re-
wood producer offers fi rewood 
legally obtained during forest 
restoration, large cords. Help 
restore your forest,  
Burndrywood.com  
1-877-902-WOOD.

WAS SHELLEY misquoted? 
Did he say “If winter comes, 
can winter be far behind?” 
When the daffodils dance the 
grasshopper tunes his guitar. 
The ant knows that the frosts 
of autumn too soon follow. Ex-
cellent seasoned fi r, $250 per 
cord plus, split and delivered, 
$220 unsplit. 250-653-4531 
(keep trying).

GARAGE SALES

143 FRAZIER RD. Saturday, 
March 24, 9am - 3pm. Moving 
sale - household and garden 
items, furniture. Everything 
must go!

154 ARNELL WAY. Final 
moving sale. Saturday, March 
24, 9-12 noon. Workshop and 
garden stuff. Fabric, wine 
making equipment and more.

2116 BRINKWORTHY 
PLACE. Saturday March 24, 9 
am-3 pm. An olio of items incl. 
household and garden, big 
and small. Lots to go cheap. 
Leaving island, must sell.

215 CANVASBACK PLACE.
Saturday, March 24, 8:30am - 
3pm. Computer, motorcycle 
camper, tools, wine kit, hard-
wood fl ooring, HP printer,  
Kobo ereader, cedar strip ca-
noe, and mountain bike, lots of 
other bargains.

LIONS GARAGE Sales & 
Drop Offs: Fridays & Satur-
days only, 10am - 12pm. Many 
household items. We do not 
accept large appliances, drap-
eries or clothing. Drop-offs ac-
cepted only on Fri. & Sat. 
morning. Please no garbage!! 
103 Bonnet Ave.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

4 TIRES, fi t Chev 4x truck. 
Dunlop LT245/75R16 - 
120/1160. Best offer, call 
Caroline or Andy 250-537-
5761.

8’ PICNIC TABLES. Clear 
pine $175. Two person spruce 
garden benches $165, from 
high school shop. 250-9944 
(ext. 234).

CAN’T GET Up Your Stairs? 
Acorn Stairlifts can help. Call 
Acorn Stairlifts now! Mention 
this ad and get 10% off your 
new Stairlift! Call 1-866-981-
5991.

FINE BALDWIN UPRIGHT 
piano with bench $1500. 

Authentic walnut Victorian chif-
fonier with beveled mirrors 
$1250.       250-537-4553

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS. 
Best price. Best quality. All 
shapes & colours available.   
1-866-652-6837 
www.thecoverguy.com/news-
paper?

METAL CARGO cage, fi ts ei-
ther a 2001 or newer Ford Ex-
plorer sport Trac, Ford Rang-
er. Asking $300. Phone 
anytime, Jason Matthews, 
250-537-5737.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$3997 - make money & save 
money with your own bandmill 
- Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free Info 
and DVD: 1-800-566-6899 
Ext:400OT.
www.NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT

small
is

beautiful
STEEL BUILDINGS For all 
uses! Spring deals! Make an 
offer on sell-off models at fac-
tory and save thousands now! 
Call for free Brochure - 1-800-
668-5111 ext. 170.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

TOO LATE 
TO CLASSIFY

is back!
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ISLAND EXPLORER

Property Management Ltd. & Real Estate Services

250-537-4722  
1-800-800-9492

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management 
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

Modern Upper Suite in Vesuvius
Approx 300sf, forest views, on bus route, walk 
to Vesuvius ferry, hydro & water included, suit 
single person only, N/P, N/S, avail immediately, 
long term ............................................................... $600
Bachelor Suite in Vesuvius
Full bathroom, fridge & hot plate, W/D, includes 
hydro & water, N/S, N/P, available April 1, long 
term ........................................................................ $700

Mid Island Home
1 bedroom, 1 bathroom (shower only), W/D, 
electric & wood heat, shared property, cat okay, 
N/S, long term ...................................................... $725

Commercial Rental Space
Mid Island, full electrical, paved fl oor, approx 
1500 sf, available April 1st, month to month or 
lease .................................................... $900 plus HST

1 BDRM townhouse, newly renovated, 
new W/D, hardwood fl oors, private patio, 
storage unit, sunny site close to town. 
..........................................Avail. immed. $800/mo. 

2 BDRM mobile home. New appliances, 
WD, 2 decks. 
...............................................Avail. Apr 1. $625/mo. 

2 BDRM mobile home. New appliances, 
WD, separate laundry & storage area. 
Covered deck. 
...............................................Avail. Apr 1. $700/mo.

3 BDRM mobile home. Newly renovated, 
4 new appliances, WD, new bathroom, 
private fenced yard and deck. Garden area. 
..........................................Avail. immed. $800/mo. 

Call 250-537-6860

RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Reehl Property 
Maintenance 

Roof
Gutters

Pruning, Garden, Yard
Window Cleaning
Power Washing
Chainsaw Work

Decks
Staining
Painting
Hauling

Tree Removal
Storm Clean Up, etc.

“One Call Does It All”
SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATE

250-537-1517

SENIOR ASSISTED LIVING

SMALL, NON-PROFIT, family 
style independent living sen-
iors’ home. Rent of $1240 in-
cludes food, cable TV, WiFi, 
laundry, utilities. Phone 250-
595-5281. Check abbeyfi eldst-
peters.org

STORAGE

RENTALS

STORAGE

SHIPPING CONTAINERS 20’ 
or 40’. Buy or Rent. Safe and 
secure. Easymove Container 
Services. Serving Vancouver 
Island.           1-(888)331-3279

SUITES, LOWER

MODERN, 1 bdrm. self con-
tained suite in Vesuvius. $750/ 
mo. plus util. Available imme-
diately. 604-970-0774, Cell.

SUITES, UPPER

LANGFORD 3 bdrm 2 bath 
1200 sq ft upper, n/s, newly 
renovated, all new fl ooring & 
paint, deck, wood f/p, w/d, d/w, 
large south facing front yard 
on quiet cul-de-sac. April 1, 
$1500, pet negotiable, refer-
ences 250-516-3453, langfor-
drental@hotmail.ca

MODERN UPPER suite in Ve-
suvius. Approx. 300sf. Forest 
views, on bus route, walk to 
Vesuvius Ferry, hydro & water 
included, suit single person 
only, NP, NS, avail immediate-
ly, long term. $600. Contact Is-
land Explorer Property Man-
agement 250-537-4722.

HOMES FOR RENTHOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

 WANTED TO RENT

FOR MAY 1:  3-4 bedroom 
house near Ganges for ma-
ture, working Salt Spring resi-
dents. $1200-$1300 range is 
negotiable. References avail. 
Ph. 250-931-7131 or 250-537-
8357.

TRANSPORTATION

AUTO FINANCING

DreamCatcher Auto Loans
“0” Down, Bankruptcy OK - 

Cash Back ! 15 min Approvals
1-800-910-6402

www.PreApproval.cc DL# 7557

FREE CASH Back with $0 
down at Auto Credit Fast. 
Need a vehicle? Good or Bad 
credit call Stephanie 1-877-
792-0599 DLN 30309. Free 
delivery www.autocreditfast.ca

WANT A Vehicle but stressed 
about your credit? Christmas 
in March, $500 cash back. We 
fund your future not your past. 
All credit situations accepted.  
1-888-593-6095. 
www.creditdrivers.ca

CARS 

2000 CADILLAC DEVILLE. 
163,000 KM, cream, beige 
leather interior, runs well. 
$4,200 OBO. 250-931-5055.

2007 CUSTOM Chev HHR. 
Excellent condition. Loaded. 
White. 119,000 km, mostly 
hwy driven. On-Star. $11,900 
fi rm. 250-755-5191.

2007 FORD F-250 Super Du-
ty, auto, V10, 4x4, Air, Tilt, 
Cruise, $17500. 250-537-7559 
or 250-537-8396.

MOTORCYCLES

SG POWERSCOOTERSGas & ElectricIslands Largest Selection730 Hillside Ave, Victoria

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
FOR RENT

2000 KUSTOM KOACH 
26’ 5th Wheel 

Ready to roll, in great shape.
Has slide room, big awning, 
oak cabinets, tons of storage, 
big fridge & stove, ducted heat 
& A/C. High quality unit with 
rubber roof & fi berglass body.

$12,750 OBO, 
250 466 4156 Bill

SCRAP CAR REMOVAL

SCRAP BATTERIES Wanted 
We buy scrap batteries from 
cars, trucks & heavy equip. 
$4.00 & up each. Free pick-up   
anywhere in BC, Minimum 10. 
Toll Free 1.877.334.2288.

MARINE

MARINE ACCESSORIES

BOAT MOORING in Ganges 
Harbour. 1 year old, $1500 
obo. 250-629-8386, Peter.

BOATS

TANZER 7.5 Great sails, rig-
ging, bottom re-done 6 mo 
ago, outboard, 250-537-4102.

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS classified@gulfislands.netDEADLINES 
TUESDAY 10 AM

photo solution:  John Cameron  |  537-5830  |  jc@johncameron.ca

A daily Salt Spring Island photo at:

SaltSpringPhotos.com

Salt
Spring
Photos

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

$50 Cash Refund
GULF ISLANDS OPTICAL 

will refund 1/2 the cost of your 
eye test up to $50 with your 

purchase of a complete set of 
prescription eyewear

(cannot be combined with other offers)
Lancer building, 

323 Lower Ganges Road, 
250-537-2648

This Week’s 

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
The New Moon in your sign will activate your 
focus. You will feel the desire to take some key 
initiatives and perhaps make a few important 
investments. The biggest challenge stands to 
know what these are. Preparing the ground for 
future prospects is likely, yet the bulk of your 
focus will be upon planning and visualizing.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
The desire and perhaps even the need to take 
some time out are in focus. You may feel 
inspired to attend to small projects and perhaps 
engage in some socializing, yet avoiding big 
projects and events will prove appealing. 
Sharing dreams and quieter time with friends 
will prove most satisfying. Yet, your ambitions 
will be brewing all the while.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Some activation in the friendship department 
is likely to produce some festive occasions. 
With a new season underway someone has to 
stir things-up. Yet, you are also in the mood to 
play it safe. Gatherings with family and close 
friends could be the ticket. That could be the 
ideal opportunity to get an early start on spring 
cleaning. Now, who to enlist to help…?
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
The time has come to be more assertive. This 
may take others and even you by surprise. 
Feeling confi dent about your ideas and choices 
may not be so easy yet you will feel moved to 
try. Family and or friend time will prove extra 
important. Yet, you will have to take the lead.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23)
You have entered a complicated period that 
could leave you feeling a little lost. There will 
be some adventure, however, which will keep 
things interesting. If you have plans to make, 
do it now unless they can wait until mid April. 
Do gather whatever tools and techniques you 
feel you need even if investment in required. 
Above all, go easy on yourself.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
The time has come to do some extra 
investigative work. Taxes, debts, investments, 
inheritances and/or litigation are all likely 
categories. Spiritual, philosophical or other 
scholarly studies could also prove extra 
appealing. What constitutes fairness, justice 
and balance in general will prompt your focus 
into the deeper reaches.
Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)
Something new is being activated in your 
relationships. While significant others are 
likely involved, the emphasis is upon the 
relationship you have with your own self and 
sense of individuality. This is prompting you 

to dig beneath the surface. The good news is 
that there is gold in there. The tricky part is that 
these riches are linked to others.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
Changes in your lifestyle will be sparked by 
this New Moon. Some of these may come about 
as if suddenly. You may still not feel as though 
you are standing on solid ground and may not 
for a while yet, so remain patient and fl exible. 
Positively, defi nite signs of improvement and 
increase in your relationships give reason to 
be grateful.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21)
The time has come to take some creative leads. 
Many ideas are running through your mind, but 
taking action is another issue. The time is right 
to at least take some preliminary measures. 
Knowing what you want is a good fi rst step. 
By the time of the Full Moon anyway you will 
ideally have taking key risks and measures to 
initiate a plan of action.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
Some shifting and shaking can be expected 
close to home over the next few weeks. No 
body will have to ask or tell you since you 
will act independently. If you feel blocked, 
family members will likely hear about it. Yet 
it is probably your own subconscious fears 
that are in the way. The key is to give yourself 
permission to do what you feel you want and 
must.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19)
Many new thoughts and perceptions will be 
activated by this lunar cycle. Making efforts 
to be understanding of and understood by 
signifi cant others could pose some challenges. 
Seeing through and beyond surface realities 
will bring rewards. Things are not always what 
they seem and if you have any doubts, take 
your time to probe for answers that have a 
future.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
This New Moon will spark you into action. It 
may feel like you have been climbing a slippery 
slope lately. A general distrust or lack faith 
in others or concerns about their impressions 
about you may be holding you back. These are 
likely unfounded and a good way to fi nd out is 
to be more direct in your communications. Get 
clear on what you want and act upon it now!

Horoscope 
by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.888.352.2936

a r v i d @ s a l t s p r i n g . c o m

537•7148

Arvid 
Chalmers
Ltd.
Real EstateWho 

reads us?
83%

of newspaper readers 
on Salt Spring

- RETURN ON INSIGHT SURVEY

ENTER 
TO 

WIN 
TICKETS 

to 
see 

DYNA 
MANNING 

& 
RYAN 

McMAHON

See ad 

on 

page 6 

for 

details

DEADLINE FOR TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY IS 2:0OPM TUESDAY

NINTENTO GAME Cube 
plus games and two con-
trollers.  There are about a 
dozen games; Paper Mario, 
PacMan Battle, Sonic, and 
more.  $40. 250-537-7436
–––––––––––––––––––––

RUG DOCTOR “steam-
ing mad at dirt.” Rent 
your’s at the Rental Stop. 
250-538-0388
–––––––––––––––––––––
20” SANYO TV and Phil-
lips DVD player.  Work fi ne, 
excellent for kids room or 
spare room. $50 for both. 
250-537-7436
–––––––––––––––––––––
SAM ANDERSON Appli-
ance Repair; Spring Spe-
cial, dryer clean & mainte-
nance check $49.00
250 537-5268.
–––––––––––––––––––––

MASSAGE THERAPIST, 
Kristie Straarup is back! 
Over 30 years  of experi-
ence. 250-537-1219. www.
academyofmassage.ca. 
–––––––––––––––––––––
MASSAGE CLASSES, “Fu-
sion Works” includes hot 
stones, Thai, Balanese 
massage. 3 day intensive, 
this March. 2 day “Thai 
on the Table”. 3 day “Tra-
ditional Thai Massage” 
Kristie Straarup R.M.T. 
250-537-1219, www.acad-
emyofmassage.ca
–––––––––––––––––––––
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ISLAND WHEELS
a  d r i f t w o o d  g u i d e  t o  i s l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s a l e s ,  s e r v i c e ,  a c c e s s o r i e s  a n d  m o r e !

SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

Drop by today...
Coffee is always on!

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca
DL#5032

*M
od

el
 s

ho
w

n 
is

 a
 2

01
2 

Fo
re

st
er

 2
.5

X 
5M

T 
(C

J1
 X

O)
 w

ith
 M

SR
P 

of
 $

28
,0

15
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

fre
ig

ht
 &

 P
DI

 ($
1,

59
5)

, d
oc

um
en

ta
tio

n 
fe

es
 ($

39
5)

 a
nd

 b
at

te
ry

 a
nd

 ti
re

 ta
x 

($
30

). 
Li

ce
ns

e,
 ta

xe
s,

 in
su

ra
nc

e 
an

d 
re

gi
st

ra
tio

n 
ex

tra
. 

**
0.

9%
 fi 

 n
an

ce
 a

nd
 le

as
e 

ra
te

s a
va

ila
bl

e 
on

 a
ll n

ew
 20

12
 Fo

re
st

er
 m

od
el

s f
or

 a
 24

-m
on

th
 te

rm
. F

in
an

ci
ng

 a
nd

 le
as

in
g 

pr
og

ra
m

s a
va

ila
bl

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
To

yo
ta

 C
re

di
t C

an
ad

a 
In

c.
 o

n 
ap

pr
ov

ed
 c

re
di

t. 
De

al
er

 o
rd

er
/tr

ad
e 

m
ay

 
be

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
. *

*O
ffe

r v
al

id
 u

nt
il A

pr
. 3

, 2
01

2.
 R

at
in

gs
 o

f “
Go

od
” a

re
 th

e 
hi

gh
es

t r
at

in
g 

aw
ar

de
d 

fo
r 4

0-
m

ph
 fr

on
ta

l o
ffs

et
, 3

1-
m

ph
 si

de
-im

pa
ct

 a
nd

 20
-m

ph
 re

ar
-im

pa
ct

 c
ra

sh
 te

st
s c

on
du

ct
ed

 b
y t

he
 In

su
ra

nc
e 

In
st

itu
te

fo
r H

ig
hw

ay
 S

af
et

y 
(II

HS
) (

w
w

w
.ii

hs
.o

rg
). 

A 
“G

oo
d”

 ra
tin

g 
ob

ta
in

ed
 in

 a
ll 

th
re

e 
cr

as
h 

te
st

s 
pl

us
 a

 “
Go

od
” 

ra
tin

g 
in

 n
ew

 ro
of

 s
tre

ng
th

 te
st

in
g 

an
d 

th
e 

av
ai

la
bi

lit
y 

of
 E

le
ct

ro
ni

c 
St

ab
ili

ty
 C

on
tro

l (
ES

C)
 (V

eh
ic

le
 D

yn
am

ic
s 

Co
nt

ro
l) 

ac
hi

ev
es

 a
 2

01
2 

To
p 

Sa
fe

ty
 P

ic
k.

 B
as

ed
 o

n 
AL

G’
s 

20
12

 R
es

id
ua

l V
al

ue
 A

w
ar

d 
fo

r a
ny

 m
ai

ns
tre

am
 b

ra
nd

.

24 mos., as low as

0.9%**
plus AWD from

$28,015*

THE 2012 FORESTER

Road conditions may vary.
Your confi dence won’t.

Full-time All-Wheel Drive delivers 

maximized traction at all times.

Have it BOTH WAYS...
the 2012 Dyna® Switchback™

A TOURER
         OR A NAKED  CUSTOM

hback™
A TOURERA TOURERA TOURER

          OR A NAKED  CUSTOM

STEVE DRANE HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
2940 Ed Nixon Terrace, Victoria, BC V9B 0B2 

250-475-1345 
Sales@SteveDraneHarley.com  www.SteveDraneHarley.com

NEW CAR REVIEW 

Lexus proves going 
green isn’t all sacrifi ce
RX 450h 2012 hybrid sport 

luxury SUV

BY NEIL MOORE
M E T R O L A N D  M E D I A

W H E E L S T A L K . C O M

I’ve always considered the hybrid 
SUV a bit of an oxymoron.

You know, like jumbo shrimp, civil 
war and educational TV. 

Seriously folks, if you’re really con-
cerned about fuel consumption and 
carbon footprint, is a two-ton-plus truck 
the best option?

Sure we all have groceries, kids and 
sports teams, but I can think of several 
compact hatchbacks able to haul a fam-
ily of four (or five) along with two or 
three hockey bags.

And if you’re still stuck on a hybrid, 
how about the Prius?

The way I see it, big hybrids — espe-
cially luxo versions like the Lexus RX 
450h, my tester for the week – are a way 
for the well-heeled to assuage their guilt.

At least some of them.
The “h” stands for hybrid, but even the 

non-batteried RX models don’t come 
cheap. Starting just below $45,000, the 

well-equipped base RX 350 can climb to 
nearly $63,000 if you want the full-blown 
tech and luxury treatment.

The hybrid, on the other hand, begins 
at $59,700. And it is even more loaded 
than the entry RX 350, so you’re not pay-
ing nearly $15,000 just for the sake of 
going green.

The RX 450h is powered by a 24-valve 
DOHC 3.5-litre V6 with dual VVT-I. 
The same engine as in the RX 350. But 
whereas in the non-hybrid, it delivers 
275 hp and 257 lb/ft of torque, it only 
puts out 245 hp in the 450h.

But don’t feel cheated. 
This powertrain works together with 

Lexus Hybrid drive, which includes 
three high-torque electric motors: two 
in front and one in rear. Depending on 
your power requirements, these seam-
lessly cut in and out when needed.

Together, the gas-electric combo pro-
vides 295 net horsepower. It may not 
rock your world, but with the electric 
motors providing nearly instantaneous 
torque, the RX 450h takes off plenty 
quick when you stomp on the pedal.

Even with the added weight of the 
hybrid powertrain — the 450h weighs 

LEXUS  continued on 27
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250 748 7118 Ryan Isherwood
Dennis Anderson

I hate
those things too !

So I go to Isherwood
Body & Fender.

Receive a BC Ferries
Travel Card with Every

Insurance Claim#1-5440 Trans Canada Hwy., Duncan just south of the Silver Bridge!#1-5440 Trans Canada Hwy., Duncan just south of the Silver Bridge!

ICBC CLAIMS ICBC CLAIMS 
& FREE & FREE 

ESTIMATES ESTIMATES 
& VALET & VALET 
SERVICESERVICE

Saltspring Auto Supply
106 Jackson Ave., 250-537-5507

GROUP Auto Parts Plus

KENWOOD CAR AUDIO 
MP145 CD PLAYER 
$10995

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6:00 pm / Sat. 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

GREAT AUTOMOTIVE DEALS!GREAT AUTOMOTIVE DEALS!

OPEN
SUNDAYS

AGAIN!
Starting April 1

No fooling!
GE Nighthawk
HEADLIGHT BULBS
90% more light!

We have 
car audio 

install kits!

Acura Integra
PERFORMANCE
INTAKE SYSTEM
(94-01)  Reg. $26800

$16995
PRICED

TO SELL!

ONLY

GE NWe have 
car a d

(9
$$

PRICED
TO SELL!

O

I S L A N D  W H E E L S

METRO LEXUS
625 Frances Avenue, Victoria (250) 386-3516

31263 HSC-0010-1003-2   1 3/3/10   6:32:51 PM

metrolexusvictoria .com

Upgraded Package Shown. 

1.8%***

LEASE OR FINANCE  
FOR UP TO 48 MONTHS  

MTH
DOWN  PAYMENT $9,835*    

SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED

$398*

WELL EQUIPPED FROM:  $42,845† 
INCLUDES FREIGHT/PDI 

HS
2011 HS 250h

$3,000‡

CASH PURCHASE
INCENTIVE

LEXUS PRESENTS LUXURY IN HARMONY  
WITH THE ENVIRONMENT. 

NOW WITH A $3,000 CASH PURCHASE INCENTIVE  
ON THE LEXUS HS 250h.
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Upgraded Package Shown. 

3.8%***

LEASE OR FINANCE  
FOR UP TO 48 MONTHS  MTH

DOWN  PAYMENT $6,525*    
SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED

$318*

THE NEW 2012 CT 200h 
WELL EQUIPPED FROM:  $32,945† 

INCLUDES FREIGHT/PDI

CT
2012 CT 200h

Hybrid can come loaded

The luxuriously fi tted RX 450h seats fi ve.

4,810 lbs ver-
sus the RX350’s 
4,343 — this vehi-

cle still sprints from zero to 100 km/h 
in just over seven seconds. And with a 
slightly throaty exhaust note to reward 
your efforts.

But this kind of silliness defeats any 
savings from the hybrid powertrain, 
which is rated to deliver 6.9L/100 km, 
city/hwy combined.

Unlike its RX 350 sibling, which shifts 
gears through a six-speed automatic, 
the 450h gets a continuously variable 
transmission. It’s as smooth as the six-
speed, and without the CVT whine that 
plagues some of these transmissions.

The vehicle’s all-wheel-drive system 
is a bit unusual, as there’s no driveshaft 
to the rear. 

The back wheels are driven by the 
rear electric motor. It doesn’t provide the 
kind of grunt you’d need for anything 
too far off the asphalt (and don’t forget 
about the 6.9-inch ground clearance), 
but suffi ce to say that it handles winter 
weather as well as most AWD systems 
I’ve driven.

Two other modes are available. Eco 
mode will blunt aggressive acceleration 
for more fuel-efficient driving, along 
with optimizing air conditioning set-
tings. And EV mode delivers electric 
power only for up to two kilometres, 

depending on battery charge, engine 
temperature and HVAC settings.

The electric motors also act as genera-
tors, capturing energy from regenerative 
braking. 

Like many press vehicles, mine came 
fully loaded. With $12,500 worth of 
options, listing the works would be no 
fun for writer or reader. So here are a few 
highlights: 19-inch aluminum alloys, 
15-speaker Mark Levinson Surround 
Sound audio system, front seat power 
thigh support; intuitive parking assist; 
wide-view side monitor, dual-screen 
rear seat DVD entertainment, pre-col-
lision system, radar cruise control and 
heads-up display.

OIn terms of price, the RX 450h is well 
into the territory served by Mercedes-
Benz M-Class, BMW X5 and Audi Q7. 

And while the Lexus ride is a bit soft 
and somewhat isolated from the road, 
it’s as well fi tted as any of these — and 
with superior fuel economy.

The RX 450h may not be a big seller, 
with only 689 sold in Canada last year 
compared with 6,071 RX 350s, but it pro-
vides a greener alternative within this 
thirsty segment.

Sure, if you can afford the vehicle, you 
can probably afford the gas, but I’m get-
ting a little choosy about where I put my 
money. And the oil companies are not 
high on my list.

LEXUS
continued from 26
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MODEL FB2E4CEX

LOADED  
WITH TECHNOLOGY:

•  i-MID system • Bluetooth® 
• Steering wheel-mounted controls 

• USB device connector

LEASE FOR

APR PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS. $2,817 DOWNPAYMENT OAC.

1.99% *$179#  CIVIC LX 

MSRP** INCLUDES FREIGHT AND PDI.

$19,135
**
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