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$2-million 
pumps pool 

Planning for Salt Spring's 
indoor pool dove into the fast 
lane last week with approval 
of a $2-million infrastruc
ture grant. 

"It's wonderful. We've 
been told we are getting the 
money," said Parks and Rec
reation Commission (PARC) 
chair Bill Curtin at a public 
meeting Monday. 

Even before Mop.day's 
meeting, PARC issued a 
press release saying funds 
will be used to lower the 
amount of property taxes 
needed for the $4.5-million 
project on Rainbow Road. 

"We're very pleased to see 
the tax burden of the new 
pool lowered so significant
ly with this grant," Curtin 
said Friday. "This decreases 
the long-term borrowing 
approved in the November 
referendum from $4.2 mil
lion to $2.2 million. That is a 
huge savings for Salt Spring 
taxpayers." 

Voters approved raising 
the $4 .2 million through 
taxation of $72.29 per year 
for an average-assessed resi
dential property ($313,920 
in 2003.) Grant funds will 
lower that amount to $36.43. 

The Rainbow Road indoor 
pool was going ahead with 
or without the maximum $2-
million federal-provincial 
infrastructure grant, but for 
planning purposes the Capi
tal Regional District and 
Parks and Recreation Com
mission needed to know if it 
was coming or not. 

"All the people who wrote 
letters and called and faxed 
and lobbied to help the grant 
application along deserve a 
lot of credit - as do Murray 
Coell and Gary Lunn, our 
political representatives," 
said Curtin. 

Saanich North and the 
Islands MLA Murray Coell 
announced the grant in a 
March 17 press release. 

Budget begs questions 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Islanders will be asking a 
brand new set of questions 
now that Gulflslands School 
District #64 (SD#64) is look
ing flush with a budget of 
$14 million for 2005/06. 

"It now changes the [con
sultation] question to look 
at the scenarios around the 
four-day week and the five
day week," said board chair 
May McKenzie. 

Even with a forecast 

IRISH SPIRIT: 
Islander Gordon 

Keel jumped 
into the spirit of 
St. Patrick's Day 

by dying his hair 
and beard for 
the occasion. 

Photo by M itchell Sherrin 

enrolment decline of 67 
students for 2005/06 in the 
Gulf Islands, the Ministry of 
Education's estimated oper
ating grant for SD #64 is 
only $39,300 (or two tenths 
of one per cent) less than last 
year's final grant. 

The new figure strikes a 
starkcontrasttothe$705,000 
shortfall for 2005/06 pro
jected at the March 9 board 
meeting when trustees made 

BUDGET QUESTION A2 

SCENT OF SPRING: Alese Anderson enjoys the daffodils in Centennial Park on 
a SUnny day last week. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Fish plant nets seed money 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 

A $20,000 grant from 
the federal government will 
allow planners to begin 

- studying the feasibility of 
building an affordable hous
ing complex on Rainbow 
Road. 

"The money is aimed to 
develop a business plan, 
assess needs and ensure 
that the proposed project is 
actually needed," said proj
ect manager Janis Gauthi-

er. "There remains a lot of 
research to be done and 
approval to be sought. If all 
goes according to plan, con
struction should begin by the 
end of this year." 

The current proposal 
would see the vacant fish 
plant located at 167 Rain
bow Road redeveloped into 
a two-story complex that 
would contain up to 30 sin
gle and double occupancy 
units. The project requires 
the construction of an addi-

BUDGET CAR SALES VICTORIA 

tion and extensive landscap
ing of the site. 

Before construction 
begins, Gauthier said, the 
project will be open for 
public consultation and is 
contingent upon re-zoning 
the land from industrial to 
residential use. 

According to Gauthier, 
the majority of community 
organizations are open to 
the plan-because of the fish 

HOUSING GRANT A2 
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• No payments for 6 months • 30 day money back guarantee 

• No money down • Oo/o interest for one year 

Car and Truck Sales 2224 Douglas St., Victoria 1·866·955·5353 
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Make a Twig ChaiJ4 ... 
Wo,.kirlg with wood p~'ovides a l'elaxirlg 
oppot't. ... niiy to desigrl arld cl'eate. 3oiVi t4S at The 

.A~'tft41 Bod gel's Wol'kshop on Salt Spt'ing Jslarld 
fo~' a 2 day sessiorl or\ twig chail' makirlg. 

Fot' irlfot'matiorl1 fees arld bookirlg please call: 

The ,;A .. tful Bodget" 

Cout\tt"):' Chait'tnaket' 

537-2229 
arif .. lbod9e>'@saltsp.-i"9·com 

Ciijt Ce.-tifcates Available. ' 

Versamow 
4 in 1 System 

Versamow offers a complete 4-in-1 mowing system. 
Simply adjusting Versamow's Clip Director allows 
you to select from a variety of bagging and 
mulching operations_ Available configurations 
include: 

• Mulch 100 percent of clipping 
• Bag 100 percent of clipppings 
• Rear discharge 
• Simultaneously mulch and 

bag or rear discharge. 
• 6.5 hp overhead cam 

AVAILABLE IN 
HYDROSTATIC OR 3 SPD. 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. 

043510.2 
1025 7.2 
1505 8.9 
2135 3.6 

0450 10.2 
1040 6,6 
1605 8.9 
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050510.2 
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1700 9.2 
2245 4.9 
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0520 10-2 
1130 4,6 
1755 9-2 
2320 5,6 

0530 10.2 
1200 3.6 
1850 9.5 
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1235 3,0 
1955 9.5 
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Teachers fear regional bargaining 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Trustees rejected calls for 
support from local teach
ers over collective bargain
ing during the Gulf Islands 
School District public board 
meeting on March 9. 

"I'm very disappointed 
that the board didn't support 
teachers in this district," said 
Gulf Islands Teacher's Asso
ciation (GITA) president 
Jean Claude Levesque. 

GITA is concerned about 
recommendations in a report 
written by former Deputy 
Minister of Education, Don 
Wright that calls for a dif
ferent bargaining structure 
between the B.C. Teacher's 
Federation (BCTF) and the 
B.C. Public School Employ
er's Association (BCSPEA), 
he said. 

"It gives all the rights into 
BCPSEA hands. Over the 
past 10 years, they haven't 
been able to bargain a single 
contract with us." 

Levesque acknowledges 
problems with bargaining 
but doesn't believe BCTF 
has been solely responsible. 

"All that BCSPEA does is 
look at what we are bargain
ing with , and then they go 
running to the government 
like silly little children calling 
'help, help, help,"' he said. 

In February, GITA looked 
to the board to request the 
minister of labour "not to 
implement recommenda
tions from the Wright Report 
that deny teachers the right 
to full collective bargaining, 
including the right to strike, 
nor endorse any recommen
dation that will lead to the 

creation of regional bargain
ing."' 

One month later, Levesque 
received the following reply 
from the board: 

"We acknowledge the 
BCTF position and specifi
cally the te~chers in our dis
trict; however, our history 
tells us that neither local 
nor provincial bargaining 
has proven satisfactmy. We 
believe that Wright's recom
mendations are worthy of 
analysis and consideration. 
We, through our provincial 
organization BCPSEA, are 
committed to making the 
bargaining structure and any 
necessary transition process 
work to improve collec
tive bargaining and labour 
relations in the K-12 public 
education sector in the prov
ince." 

BUDGET QUESTIONS 
From Page A1 

a notice of motion to adopt 
a four-day school week next 
year. 

"This provides the board 
with an opportunity to 
consider options with our 
schools and our communi
ties on how the money will 
be spent," McKenzie said. 

"We will be asking how 
we should spend the money 
in either the four-day week 
or the five-day week model." 

According to the ministry 
website, SD#64 will receive 
an estimated $13,938,822 
(excluding a possible hold
back grant of $122,867) 
compared to $13 ,978,122 

received in 2004/05 and 
$14,063,394 collected in 
2003/04 (exempting hold
backs). 

Foremost around budget
ary changes, trustees learned 
that an allocation system was 
adjusted for Unique Geo
graphical Factors (UGF), 
McKenzie said. 

"That was the thing we've 
been harping at, so they 
adjusted it again," McKenzie 
said. 

In March 2004, the district 
forecast a $500,000 shortfall 
for UGF funding in 2005/06. 
That UGF shortfall was 
amended to $214,000 at the 

HOUSING GRANT 
From Page A1 

plant's "ideal" location and 
the positive impact the proj
ect is likely to have on the 
community. 

"The value of the land is 
truly significant because it's 
in the village core," she said. 
"It's pedestrian friendly, 
close to school and suitable 
for small children." 

Gauthier said the site was 
ideal for people without a 
car since it is within walking 
distance of all major services 
in Ganges. 

"There is always con
cern expressed by the pub
lic wherever development 
is concerned but hopefully 
they'll appreciate what will 
be done," Gauthier added. 

The land will remain under 
the ownership of Richard 

Murakami who said the non
profit operation will amount 
to a "break even project" 
designed to give back to a 
community that has provid
ed him with so much. 

Murakami, who lives next 
to the site, does not antici
pate any significant opposi
tion to the project because 
the plan is aimed at making 
the predominantly non-resi
dential neighbourhood into a 
better place. 

"It's a great location 
because there isn't really 
anyone around here to com
plain and say 'not in my 
backyard,"' he said. 

Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) supplied the funds 
for pre-development work 

March 2005 board meeting. 
And according to Ministry 
figures, UGF funding will 
only be reduced by $113,455 
to $2,688,400 in 2005/06. 

This funding restores 
some equity to small dis
tricts that have been nega
tively impacted, she said. 

"It's still not the total 
amount we reckoned it 
shorted us two years ago . . 
. but it is some relief." 

SD #64 also learned it will 
receive~$415 , 190 as its share 
of a recently announced $150 
million provincial increase 
in education spending. The 
new money is included in 

in the form of a grant of 
$10,000 and an interest-free 
loan of$10,000. 

"With the Seed Funding 
initiative, the federal govern
ment is helping local orga
nizations to develop hous
ing solutions that meet the 
needs of their community," 
said Minister of Labour and 
Housing Joe Fontana during 
last week's announcement in 
Vancouver. 

The fish plant redevelop
ment project was one of over 
200 such proposals from 
across the country to receive 
funding. Community Ser
vices' mental health housing 
worker Joanne Van Pelt said 
the project responded to a 
"definite need for respon
sible community housing." 

The government has not 
made any decisions regard
ing the Wright report at 
this time, said Gulf Islands 
School District board chair 
May McKenzie. 

"We'll continue to work 
with our provincial organi
zation on improving bargain
ing," she said. 

"Although I knew that this 
is where they would go, I 
had hope," Levesque said. 

And he cautions the board 
to consider government 
trends over the past term. 

"With all the shifts that 
have been happening toward 
more savings and central
izing . . . . What's to stop 
the government from amal
gamating a whole bunch of 
boards together?" 

The current teacher's 
agreement expired in June 
2004. 

the per-student base funding 
allocation. 

But the district will still 
have to spread the new money 
a little further to cover an 
extra $130,000 in increased 
costs for benefits, supplies 
and services, said secretary
treasurer Rod Scotvold. 

McKenzie invites the 
public to join trustees and 
administrators in community 
consultation meetings, which 
will be held from April4 to 7 
on each of the Gulflslands. 

Location and times of the 
consultation meetings are on 
the SD #64 website (www. 
sd64.bc.ca). 

"The nuts and bolts have 
not been worked out but I 
think it is a totally appro
priate proposal," she said. 
"Overall, I don't think there 
will be any trouble filling the 
suites." 

Van Pelt had not heard any 
negative feedback concern
ing the project and remained 
positive that with local 
approval along with further 
financial support from the 
federal and provincial gov
ernments, the community 
could begin to address the 
island's housing crisis. 

"The Capital Region
al District (CRD) and the 
Islands Trust support it and 
unless there is major pub
lic disagreement, the project 
should go forward." 

Now Free Aerobics Classes 
to All Annual Members! 

North Ena Fitness Health Club 
537-5217 
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PARC ponders pool-funding pearl 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Parks and Recreation 
Commission (PARC) mem
bers spring boarded into 
financial questions about the 
Rainbow Road indoor pool 
after receiving a $2-million 
boon from an unexpected 

source. 
PARC received a $2-mil

lion grant from a B.C. Com
munity Development Initia
tive (BCCDI) rather than 
from a federal-provincial 
infrastructure grant applica
tion, as originally intended. 

"Essentially, the infra-

PEACE PAIR: Alan Clews and "Perky" were among 
the crowd of people in Centennial Park Saturday 
afternoon, participating in a peace rally. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

structure grant ran out of 
money and ... the prov
ince, in its wisdom, gave the 
community money out of the 
BCCDI," Curtin said Tues
day. 

But the change in grant 
sources will not likely alter 
PARC's policy about reduc
ing capital costs and taxes 
with the money, he said. 

"We will honour the pro
cess," Curtin said. "Grants 
will reduce taxes and not 
increase the scope of the 
project." 

Now that PARC has solid 
funding to build the $4.5 
million indoor pool facility, 
the commission will deter
mine "hard costs" for a pro
posal, Curtin said. 

"We will see what we can 
afford." 

And Capital Regional 
District (CRD) director 
Gary Holman suggested 
PARC might want to con
sider reducing pool operat
ing costs through alternative 
measures. 

"One thing I do want to 
lobby for is very serious 
consideration of energy-sav
ing investments," Holman 
said. 

A geo-thermal pool heat
ing system could pay for 
itself in approximately three 
years, he said. 

"The potential for savings 
over time far outweigh the · 
savings up front." 

PARC's pool-planning 
task force strongly recom
mended including energy
saving investments, he said.-

"There's two ways you 
can save taxes. You can pay 
down the debt and reduce 

borrowing costs, or you can 
consider investments that 
actually have a much h,igher 
rate of return." 

And the return for energy
saving investments can be 
much higher than the cost of 
borrowing from the Munic
ipal Finance Authority, he 
said. 

"The capital costs for 
pools are one thing, but it's 
the operating costs that sink 
you." 

However, Curtin held the 
line about whether increased 
funds could be used to 
reduce operating expendi
tures rather than cut initial 
capital expenditures. 

"I don 1t think with the 
money that was approved we 
have money for things like 
geo-thermal heating, solar 
or any of the other wonderful 
bells and whistles that, in the 
long run, will probably save 
us money." 

PARC could pose another 
referendum about final pool 
building options, including 
cost-saving options once the 
planning process has identi
fied actual costs, he said. 

"We're going to consult 
with the community any
way." 

Curtin has still not learned 
details about the new fund
ing source since he's only 
seen a press release sent out 
from Saanich North and the 
Islands MLA Murray Coell 
on March 17, he said. 

"I don't know what their 
conditions are, if any . . . I 
assume the same conditions 
apply [from the infrastruc
ture grant application]." 

Power line opponents recharged 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 

Public opposition to a 
proposed high voltage trans
mission project has forced a 
review of the project's route 

· through Tsawwassen and 
sparked hope for islanders 
opposed to the plan. 

"The Delta-Tsawwas
sen group deserves a hearty 
congratulations," said Island 
Residents Against High Volt
age Overhead Lines (IRAH
VOL) chair Enid Turner. 
"This just makes a power
ful statement for ·commu
nity unity and shows that the 
power of the people means 
something." 

The involvement of 600 
Delta and Tsawwassen resi
dents may have helped force 
British Columbia Transmis
sion Corporation (BCTC) to 
bury four kilometres of the 
lines, but it has not affected 
plans to upgrade the existing 
power lines on Salt Spring 
and Galiano islands. 

"The light at the end of 
the tunnel just got a little bit 
brighter," said Turner. "As 
it stands here on the islands 
though, we are still seriously 
concerned that BCTC is pro
posing a route that is just not 
suitable for the purpose. 

" We recognize power 
transmission is a necessity 
but want to ensure that the 
best technology and routing 
are employed to mitigate 
potential impacts for the 
next 60 years." 

Project opponents fear 
increasing the voltage of the 
power lines running across 
the island will pose health 

threats to area residents and 
reduce property values along 
the transmission corridor. 

Project Manager Bruce 
Barrett of BCTC said the 
move to bury the lines is not 
a sudden change of plans but 
rather just another step in the 
overall project. 

"We've always said we 
we're going to look at other 
options," said Barrett in a 
telephone interview from his 
Vancouver office. "This is 
the whole intent of getting 
public consultation." 

On the mainland, increas
ing population and density 
were factors raised during 
a number of community 
forums and information ses
sions. 

"Unlike areas in the rest 
of the project, the commu
nity allowed the build up of 
sub-division on the right of 
way and access is difficult," 
he said. "Maintenance and 
the proximity to parks and 
schools are also factors." 

Members of a grass roots 
effort to alter the course of the 
power lines in Tsawwassen 

and Delta learned of the pro
posed changes in a letter from 
BCTC president Michael 
Costello on March 17. 

"Through our consultation 
process, we have been listen
ing carefully to the concerns 
expressed by local residen
tial and elected officials," 
wrote Costello. "In response 
to these concerns, we will not 
recommend construction of 
new overhead 230 Kv lines 
on the existing right of way 
in Tsawwassen. Costs are an 
important consideration, and 
so are other factors such as 
aesthetics, socio-economic 
and environmental impacts. 
We will now turn our atten
tion to developing an alter
native option." 

Turner said cost effective 
alternatives do exist in the 
form of HVDC Light tech
nology that would have the 
entire line between the main
land and Vancouver Island 
buried underwater. 

She said it was just a mat
ter of getting the word out 
and garnering support from 
members of the public and 

their political representa
tives. 

"I am satisfied with our 
trustees; they are actively 
trying to create a dialogue 
with BCTC," she said. 

Trustee Sheila Anderson 
from Galiano Island spoke to 
the issue at a recent Islands 
Trust Council meeting on 
North Pender Island. 

"At this point, with the 
info I've seen, I would want 
another route," she said. "We 
feel most vulnerable because 
fewer people are here. We 
need to keep in there and 
make our voices heard." 

Anderson said she was 
especially concerned about 
the impact of the lines on 
popular recreation a~eas 
such as the Montague Har
bour Marine Park and Taylor 
Bay. 

MLA Murray Coell is 
aware of the situation and 
confirmed plans to meet 
with members of the public 
on the matter. 

For more information 
about the project, visit www. 
irahvol.com and www. 
bctransco.com. 
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Stay in touch with 
a subscription to 
The Driftwood. 

Call 250-537-2905 
or toll free at 

1-877-537-9934 for info. 

Kapa Kai Glass 
TROY KAYE , Journeyman Gla:ier 

.•. on call & on time 
• ":u~tom .... unroom" • ni ... tom :-.kvlight"' 
• 24 hnur cmt·rgczh.·,· ~l'n·i(t' • mirrors & shPwt·r dnor:-. 

• <Hlhl gltt-.s • residt•nti;d & L"lHllllh:ri~..·al 

537~0746 Free estimates 
Your "clear" choice for glass 

DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30am /11:30 am* /4:30pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am /12:00 pm* I 5:00 pm 
• except Montague Harbour and Miner's Bay 

Your name will be entered in a monthly draw 
for a return trip for one to Vancouver. 

(COME TO THE 55 AIR OFFICE TO ENTER) 
161 LOWER GANGES RD. (Near Ganges Marina) 

Twice daily to 
Downtown Vancouver 

Departing Ganges 
7:40am, 4:00pm 
Departing Vancouver 
8:45am, 5:15pm 
And three times daily to 
Vancouver airport 

SALTSPRINGAIR 
book online: www.saltspringair •. com or give us a call 537-9880 
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Looking for Finane 
I have held my practice on 
Salt Spring since 1992 
Call a trusted 

MORE 
TRAFFIC FOR 

YOUR WEBSITE! 

Call Kelly 
for advertising 

rates & 
information 

537-9933 
www.gulfislands.net 

"Great for Restaurants 
and Vacation Rentals!" 

e-mail: tomas@islandnet.com Salt Spnng Realty I TOM NAVRATIL Royai.LePage 

www.saltspringhomes.com 537 ·5515 

RENOVATED 
CHARACTER 

HOME 
2500+ sq. ft. 
character home, 
formerly a B&B, 
on .75 acre within 

walking distance to town. Extensively renovated: new roof, 
perimeter drain, HW tank and 4 bedroom septic system. 
Fully fenced, fruit trees & glimpses of the ocean. lnlaw 
suite, detached office. On Maxwell Lake water. 

NOW $375,000 Call Tom Navratil 
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Candidates take on BC-STV 
BY SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 
Second in a Series 

Adopting BC-STV as the 
new format for upcoming 
provincial elections will 
change the way citizens 
participate in a democracy 
according to members of the 
Citizens' Assembly. 

During an eleven-month 
study session involving 160 
randomly selected "ordi
nary" British Columbians, 
Cary Laing and a major
ity of those working with 
him decided that BC-STV 
was the way to go for Brit
ish Columbians interested in 
changing how the electorate 
elects its leaders. 

He believes BC-STV will 
fundamentally change the 
way citizens relate to the 
people they choose to rep
resent them by renewing a 
meaningful communication 
that has largely disappeared. 

"Instead of just having 
to put up a couple of signs 
alongside the road during an 
election campaign, candi
dates will have to open up a 
dialogue with their constitu
ents," he said. 

Many opponents of BC
STV, including members of 
the recently formed KNOW
STY, insist the need to select 
up to seven candidates in 
ascending order of prefer
ence will prove too compli
cated for the majority of vot
ers. They think other alterna
tives should be considered. 

While voters continue to 
seek information on the nuts 
and bolts of BC-STV before 

May 1 7, many candidates 
and their political parties 
have already responded. 

Both NDP and Liberal 
Party candidates for Saanich 
North and the Islands said 
neither they nor their par
ties will be taking an official 
stand on the proposal. 

"We haven't changed 
our position on this issue. 
We want this to be as least 
affected by politics as pos
sible," said current Liberal 
MLA Murray Coell. "We 
don't endorse anything and 
I don't think any party offi
cially endorses either side. 
We want this to be a citizens' 
decision because we have a 
vested interest." 

He said despite this being 
a "pretty serious change," 
the push for election reform 
stemmed from a long stand
ing desire to effect change 
without political interfer
ence. 

Newly nominated NDP 
candidate Christine Hunt 
said although the NDP had 
not come out in favour or 
against the proposal she had 
made up her mind. 

Although other candi
dates have expressed sup
port for the plan, Hunt said. 
she believes it is the nature 
of democracy that she be 
allowed to keep her opinion 
to herself. 

Hunt said the source of 
electoral reform must come 
from the voters themselves 
with minimal input from 
official candidates. 

She expressed concern 
that people would be turned 

off by the apparent complex
ity of the plan. 

"The proposal is so com.
plicated that people don't 
understand it. We require a 
push for clarity," she said. 
"We need it in short sen
tences so that everyone can 
understand it." 

Coell claimed that the 
debate on BC-STV was 
not as heated as originally 
anticipated, but he remained 
hopeful that interest would 
increase in the weeks before 
the May 17 election and ref
erendum. 

According to Green Party 
Candidate Ken Rouleau, the 
lack of public interest is an 
example of how the current 
First Past the Post system 
has soured many potential 
voters from the political 
process. Under the current 
system, candidates with the 
highest number of votes are 
elected. Seems simple, but 
those seeking change argue 
that in a riding with more 
than two candidates, the 
most votes may not neces
sarily represent a majority of 
the voters. 

Rouleau hopes_ getting 
individual votes to mean 
something will rejuvenate 
the political process. 

"Only 18 to 35 per cent 
of younger adults vote and 
overall the level is only bare
ly above 50 per cent. This is 
something shameful that we 
need to stop," he said. 

"BC-STV reawakens us 
to what politics should be. 
I'm hoping this will reinvent 
democracy." 

According to Elections 
B.C. the overall voter par
ticipation rate has declined 
in every election since 1983. 
During the past 22 years, 
turnout for provincial elec
tions has declined from 70 
per cent to 55 per cent of 
eligible voters. 

Unlike candidates from 
the province's more "tradi
tional" parties, Rouleau said, 
he is really excited about 
the move and sees this as an 
historic opportunity to try a 
system that has proven to be 
effective elsewhere. 

"Canada is one of the few 
countries in the world that 
still has the First Past the 
Post system," he said. 

Ro11leau acknowledged the 
system does have its faults 
but said it remained superior 
to v.(hat is in place now. 

He agreed the system will 
require considerably more 
time to count ballots numer
ous times in order to fac
tor in a voters' second, third 
and fourth choices but said a 
faster system did not neces
sarily entail a better system. 

Whatever the effects of 
BC-STV, Rouleau said the 
system would be adopted for 
a review period lasting 12 
years and that nothing would 
be set in stone. 

"Within the next three 
elections, people will be 
able to examine many of the 
glitches to figure out exactly 
how and where the system 
needs reworking," he said. 
"We can always reconsider 
and at least we'd have tried 
something different." 

Chief, trustees call for better co-operation 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 

Chief Vern Jacks of the 
Tseycum First Nation warned 
Trust Council members to 
work alongside aboriginal 
peoples to ensure that future 
Gulf Islands development 
respects the heritage ahd tra
ditions of the past. 

"We are not going to get 
on our knees for any devel
oper because our history is 
here," said Jacks during a 
speech given to the Islands 
Trust Council quarterly 
meeting at Pender Island on 
March 10. 

"We don't want to hurt 
anybody, but if you're being 
stubborn we may have to." 

The call for co-operation 
came weeks after charges 
were laid against South Pend
er's Poets Cove Resort for 
allegedly disturbing ancient 
Hul'qumi'num remains to 
accommodate recent expan
sion plans. 

Jacks said the Poets Cove 
incident, although serious, 
is only one in a long line of 
incidents where land devel
opment has collided with 
First Nations heritage. 

When similar issues arise, 
he hopes people will learn 
from their mistakes and pro
ceed with more respect for 
ancient remains. 

"When people dig up 
ancestors, the power of the 
almighty dollar comes in the 
way and development con
tinues," he said. "As I see it, 
the cable and gas lines have 
more rights than our ances
tors." 

Part of Jacks' proposed 
solution was for non-natives 
to educate themselves about 
the area's history while rede
fining their notions of prog
ress and development. 

"You can't beat nature," 
he said. "There's so many 
houses around this area and 
these septic tanks only last 

for so long. Even now I can't 
take my son clamming like I 
used to when I was young." 

Bringing in the Poets Cove 
Resort perspective "from a 
community point of view," 
South Pender trustee Alma 
Lightbody later said many 
facts of the midden case were 
ignored and people should 
wait for the court's ruling 
before passing judgement. 

Lightbody pointed out that 
Poets Cove management had 
not acted maliciously and 
was open to communication 
throughout the project. 

"When the Poets Cove per
mit was created, all govern
ment agencies were im~olved 
and nobody had come forward 
to say anything," she said. 
"As soon as Poets Cove were 
made aware of the remains, 
they called in an archeologist 
and worked with government 
and First Nations." 

Regardless of the pro
cess, the Poets Cove issue 

has raised tensions between 
native and non-native popu
lations and several trustees 
agreed it was within the 
mandate of the Islands Trust 
to ensure such probleiDs 
were dealt with accordingly. 

"We are a preserve and 
protect group," said Salt 
Spring trustee Kimberly 
Lineger. "Our relationship 
with the Hul'qumi'num is 
far more important than our 
relationship with a corporate 
enterprise." 

Lineger also said the 
relationship between the 
provincial government and 
First Nations has become 
predominantly political and 
that the Islands Trust could 
bridge the gap. 

"We must be prepared to 
change how we do business 
with First Nations people." 
She said. "We can't only 
address the issues when 
they hit the front page of the 
newspaper." 
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Stewart route 
now on road 
to final paving 
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Bookkeeping Services 

SMALL FRY: Camille Smith releases coho salmon at 
Duck Creek Park on March 16. The release marked 
20 years that John Beardsell has run a salmon-in-the
class program at Fernwood Elementary. 

Photo by Mitchell Sherrin 

Drivers using Stewart 
Road are warned to expect 
delays throughout the sum
mer as crews put the finish
ing touches on a I 0-year 
plan to pave the full length 
of the route. 

"We aren't expecting to 
close the road but are warn
ing drivers to expect delays 
until the project is finished 
in late July to early August," 
said Ministry of Transpor
tation area manager Greg 
Galpin. 

An 800-metre stretch of 
Stewart Road located south 
of Cusheon Creek is being 
upgraded. 

Steep terrain on both sides 
of the roadway has forced 
crews to clear large trees and 
brush from the site before 
the final stage of the project 

· begins. 
"We've started clearing 

and falling trees from the 
bank to widen the road. The 

Women's centre nets funding 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 

More than $135,000 
of increased funding for 
women and children dealing 
with abusive relationships 
means outreach workers will 
be able to better help those 
in need. 

"This is wonderful news," 
said board of directors chair 
Patsy Siemens of the Gulf 
Islands Women's Resource 
Network (GIWRN). "This 
means we'll be able to do 
some very concrete things." 

Although GIWRN must 
first submit a proposal in 
order to receive the funds, 
Siemens said the money 
comes at a time when the 
area's services are in desper
ate need of more money. 

She hesitated to outline 
how funds would be used 
but said increasing access 
to Transition House for 
women who need the service 
remained a top priority. 

She explained how women 
faced with domestic prob
lems often hesitate to call 
police even though this 

remains the only option in 
many remote areas of the 
Gulflslands. 

The news comes only 
weeks after GIWRN 
released a study that 
revealed outreach and coun
seling services for Gulf 
Island women have failed 
to keep up with the pace of 
development in the area. 

"A lot of women don't get 
help because there are sim
ply too many barriers stand
ing in their way," said Nancy 
Boyce, executive director of 
GIWRN. "We often find that 
there are very few places to 
refer women in need." 

The report sought feed
back from area women in the 
form of surveys and focus 
groups that took place dur
ing the past year. 

Geographic isolation, 
transportation difficulties, 
privacy issues and childcare 
ranked as concerns for get
ting help. 

MLA Murray Coell said 
the increased funding con
firmed the government's 
commitment to preventing 

violence in the homes and 
families of the Gulf Islands. 

"For the first time a multi
tude of counseling services 
to help women and chil
dren fleeing abusive rela
tionships are coming to the 
Gulf Islands," said Coell. 
"The increase in access 
will help ensure that those 
seeking refuge in emer
gencies can find the help 
they need closer to home." 
This new funding is part of a 
$12.5 million increase prov
ince-wide for Stopping the 
Violence programs, bring
ing total funding to $45.5 
million. The Gulf Islands 
receive $478,294 annually. 
"When a woman leaves an 

abusive relationship, time is 
of the essence, so expanding 
these services on a 24 hour 
basis will have a positive 
effect in getting help where 
and when it is needed," said 
Coell. "This is the largest 
funding increase in a decade 
and will mean more women 
and children can get out 
of unhealthy relationships 
and on with their lives." 

What did you lik~ about att~nding 
Salt Spring (~ntr~ S(hool? 

Salt Spring (entre S(hool 
3~~ Bla{kbum Road 

S37-9130 

old gravel section had been 
a huge maintenance prob
lem and is the last section to 
remain unpaved," he said. "It 
is being used by a lot of traf
fic and this should make it a 
lot safer." 

According to the Minis
try of Transportation's Bob 
Webb, public reaction to the 
construction has been posi
tive. 

"So far so good," he said. 
"About 95 per cent of the 
people we've spoken to 
understand the need for 
this project and see it as a 
positive step for Salt Spring 
Island." 

Webb said Stewart Road 
is currently used by 1,000 
vehicles a day and that num
ber will rise along with the 
population on the road and 
at Beaver Point. 

The shorter route will pro
vide a fully paved alternative 
to the Fulford-Ganges Road. 

Recapture your creative energy and freedom 
to focus on your craft. Be con~dent that all the 
paperwork is done properly and on time. 

QuickBooks Setup, Training 
and Support 

Become self-sufficient and con~dent with your accounting 
system through personalized tutoring and ongoing support. 

DavU!Waddinpon 537-0854 
Certified Intuit Advisor Specializing in Small Business 

Your local EfD 
cleaner: 
L ISLANDS 

erti<: 
(7867) OR VISIT 
DSSEPTIC.COM 
HING • HYDRO-VAC SERVICE 

SAM ANDERSON TAIT TECHNICAL 
A p p L I A N c E R E p A I R SOLUTIONS 

Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service 
on all Makes and Models, Large or Small 
Hot Water Tank, Appliance & Pump Installation 

537-5268 
fax: 537·1100 
pager: 538-9000 

MACHINE SHOP 
SERVICES 

Fine Machining • Milling & Welding 

MARINE ELECTRICAL 
Electronics & Remote Control 

Systems 

SAM ANDERSON 

HOORAY!!! 

MLA Murray Coell announced that Salt Spring 
Island will receive $2,000,000 in funding 
from the provincial Community Development 
Initiative. 

The money is awarded towards the indoor pool 
to be built on Rainbow Road and will be used 
to decrease the amount borrowed for the project 
from $4,212,000 - lowering the antici[>ated tax 
increase approved in the November referendum 
significantly. 

PARC wishes to thank all those who wrote letters, 
sent faxes, and lobbied our elected representatives 
to help secure this funding. 

We look forward to building the best pool possible 
within our budget. 

;@:~ 
~ ' parks & recreation 

Bill Curtin, Chair 
Parks and Recreation Commis.sion 
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The 'who and why' of fire trustee candidates 
Four candidates are vying for two seats on the board of the 

Salt Spring Island Fire Protection District, with voting tak
ing place for qualified voters on Saturday, March 26 at the 
Ganges fire hall, between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Candidates are Dave Bartle, Mary Gillies, Hans Hazen
boom and Bruce Patterson. 

The Driftwood asked each candidate to provide a brief 
summary of biographical information and reasons for want
ing to be a trustee, and their submissions follow. 

Candidates Gillies and Patterson, who are running as a 
"slate," submitted their biographical information together. 

Dave Bartle 
Long-time resident 

David Bartle is running for 
the position of trustee for 
the Salt Spring Island fire 
department. 

Bartle has lived on Salt 
Spring for 38 years. He has 

worked for B.C. Ferries for 
27 years, and is presently 
the Senior Chief Engineer 
on Long Harbour's Queen of 
Nanaimo. 

Bartle has a real under
standing of fire department 
issues, as he was a volunteer 
for 10 years. 

He is a licensed radio 
amateur (VE7DVB) and is 
an active member of both the 
Cowichan Valley Emergency 
Operations Centre and the 
B.C. Ferries Emergency 
Operations Centre as an 
engineering representative. 

Hans Hazenboom 
• Salt Spring resident since 

1969, married and father of 
five. 

• Owner of Hazenboom 
Construction Ltd. since 
1977. 

• Salt Spring Island Vol
unteer Fire Department vol
unteer from 1977 to 1987. 

• District fire trustee since 
1987. 

Beautiful 
fabulous • 0pectacular 

• Handtied Bouquets 
• Arrangements • Bulb Baskets 

• Open Good friday • We deliver 

Flowers by Arrangement 
520 Long Harbour Rd • 10am-5pm 
aEJ BETH CHERNEFF 537-9252 • 

RFAMtl< 
Outstanding Agents 

Outstanding Results. 
sm 

Henry's background as one of the world's top live 
theatre sound engineers proves he knows how to listen! 

RE/MAX Realty of Salt Spring is pleased to welcome our newest Sales 
Associate, Henry Joseph. Henry comes to us from an exciting and 
demanding career as one of the world's most successful live theatre 
sound engineers. He has been in charge of the audio on such block
buster mega-musical hits as The Producers, The Lion King, Cabaret, 
Show Boat, The Phantom of the Opera, Les Miserables and Cats. 

After more than 20 years touring the world with these shows Henry 
has made Salt Spring Island his permanent home, having been a 
seasonal resident here for the past 13 years. 

Henry has established a long-standing reputation for success in 
achieving goals of excellence. "My focus now is to provide my cli
ents with a complete range of real estate services and to assist them 
in fulfilling their real estate needs, whether buying or selling, to their 
complete satisfaction." 

We wish Henry Joseph the best ·of luck on this, his new career stage! 

Call Henry Joseph for 'sound' real estate advice! 
(250) 537-9977 

_ • Instrumental in the 
growth of manpower, prop
erty and equipment for the 
fire district to where- it is 
today. 

• Have interest in the fire 
service and community vol
unteerism. 

• The volunteers and paid 
staff are highly trained and 
are doing a terrific job, often 
beyond the call of duty. Salt 
Spring should be very proud 
of their fire department. 

• My focus will be to 
help the district with future 
growth and to ensure the , 
firefighters have the support, 
skills and equipment to do 
their job effectively. 

• I bring to the board a 
volunteer firefighter's per
spective, experience as a 
businessman, as well as vast 
knowledge in the process 
of working with the Capital 
Regional District, the Islands 
Trust and other government 
entities. 

I would feel privileged 
to serve another term as a 
trustee. 

Mary Gillies, 
Bruce Patterson 
Mary Gillies and Bruce 

Patterson hope to bring 
diverse and complementa
ry skills to the fire district 
board. 

Gillies has gained experi-

ence and knowledge of the 
workings of fire depart
ments during her career as 
program manager, where 
she was responsible for bud
gets, contracts, requirements 
and deadlines in installing 
critical communication 
systems. 

She is also interested in 
using her knowledge of 
developing strategic plans 
and implementing plans in 
stages. 

Gillies has been a property ~ 
owner on Salt Spring since 
1989, with a long-tenn goal 
of living and working on the 
island. · 

She is a representative on 
the Capital Regional Dis
trict Cedars of Tuam Local 
Service Area and owns and 
operates her own business. 

Over the years, Patterson 
has shown his dedication to 
the community. 

He is a second generation 
firefighter and has 16 years 
of fire fighting experience 
with the local fire district. He 
has served two terms as vice 
president of the Salt Spring 
Island Volunteer Firefight
ers' Association. 

As a third generation Salt 
Spring Islander, Patterson 
has worked extensively 
with community groups 
such as Community Servic
es, Fulford Harbour Water 

District and the BC Ferries 
Advisory Committee. 

Both Gillies and Patter
son own retail businesses on 
the island, and wish to bring 
their business skills to the 
board. They see the need to 
improve the way the board 
deals with public issues. 

They also believe the 
board has a responsibility 
to adopt strategies now to 
accommodate the popula
tion growth that is predicted 
for the island over the next 
10 years. 

Patterson and Gillies seek 
to include public input in all 
the major decisions that the 
board will implement. The 
plans need to ensure that 
equipment and fire stations 
are appropriately placed for 
the projected growth. 

They believe their plan
ning and team building skills 
are much needed to move 
board practices in line with 
other provincial organiza
tions of the same stature. 

The fire board needs to 
be more accountable to the 
public in terms of budgets, 
public access to meetings, 
information and decision 
making. 

Gillies and Patterson will 
work to bring an era of open
ness and transparency to the 
fire district board. 

Possible '08 SIMS closure 
shakes quake upgrade plan 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Given shaky projections 
of unstable funding and 
sliding t<nrolment, the Gulf 
Islands School District could 
find fault with a $2.8 mil
lion seismic upgrade for Salt 
Spring Island Middle School 
(SIMS). 

SIMS was listed among 80 
schools on a priority list of 
seismic upgrades the Min
istry of Education plans to 
address over three years at a 
total cost of $254 million. 

But while the ministry 
plans to upgrade SIMS with 
a pledge of $2,887,980, the 
Gulflslands district has con
sidered closing the school if 
enrolment should continue 
to drop, said board chair 
May McKenzie. 

She doesn't believe it would 
be worthwhile to upgrade the 
school that currently serves 

320 students if the building 
could just end up being closed 
due to a lack of students in 
the next few years. 

"It doesn't make much 
sense," McKenzie said. 

The Ministry did not con
sult with the Gulf Islands 
district before making the 
seismic funding announce
ment, she ,said. 

"They just came into all 
the schools and prioritized 
them." 

During Futures 64 meet
ings in March and April 
2004, the district suggest
ed the possibility of saving 
$289,000 by ~oving Grade 
6 and 7 students. to island 
elementary schools, trans
ferring Grade 8 students to 
the high school and closing 
SIMS in 2008/2009. 

McKenzie indicated that 
district staff will consult 
with the ministry before any 
1 

further action. 
"It's on the list for after 

spring break that we'll get in 
touch with them." 

Ministry spokesperson 
Corrina Fillion indicated that 
the Gulf Islands could still 
receive a seismic upgrade 
grant, even if work at SIMS 
wa_s deemed inappropriate. 

"The ministry would look 
at the next highest priority 
on the district's list and then 
just make a determination 
from there." 
/ District superintendent 

Wendy Herbert indicated 
that school closures were 
still an unlikely measure in 
the short term. 

"Closing our schools 
doesn't give us the dollars to 
do very much. It doesn't give 
us the dollars to return to 
the five-day week by simple 
school closure or reconfigu
ration." 

NOTICE TO THE RATEPAYERS OF 
THE NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT 

THE ELECTION OF ONE TRUSTEE 

Notice is hereby given that at the Annual General Meeting, to be held 
on April 26, 2005, one trustee is to be elected to serve for a period of 
three years. Nominations of candidates for this position must be made 
in writing, duly signed, seconded, with signature of agreement by the 
nominee, and delivered to the District Office, 761 Upper Ganges Road, 
at or before 12:00 noon, April 6, 2005. 

NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FROM THE FLOOR 

To be eligible a nominee must be a Canadian Citizen, 18 years of age 
or older, an owner, or spouse of an owner of land in the Improvement 
District, and entitled to be registered as a voter under the Elections Act. 

Nomination forms are available at the District Office. 

Trevor Hutton 
General Manager 
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Burweed blitzers brave the rain 
as additional events are planned 
to eliminate the invasive weed 

·Conservatives warm to 
environment at town hall 

Thirty-five people 
fought the burweed 
battle at Ruckle Park 
last weekend, braving 
heavy rain and strong 
winds to pick the weed 
in the campground. 

The next Burweed 
day at the park is set for 
Easter Monday. 

Islanders were 
joined last weekend by 
five Invasive Species 
Removal volunteers 
from Victoria. 

"Chocolates, good 
humour and thoughts 
of lattes kept the team 
going, and over 2,000 
flagged plants were dug 
up and destroyed," noted 
a press release. 

Earlier in the week, 
the children in grades 

BURWEED BLUES: Students from Fulford Elementary 
School are in the spotlight as a television camerman 
films them during burweed removal activities at 
Ruckle park last week. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

2/3 and 4/5 classes from 
Fulford School tried their 
hand at picking the inva
sive species. 

They were filmed by 
camera crews from CHITV 
and Shaw Cable. 

On Friday evening, Dr. 
Adolf Ceska talked about 
special plants found in 
Ruckle Park, including one 
of Canada's rarest species 
- Macoun's Meadow
foam. 

This tiny plant likes 
moist soils and in some 

places grows alongside 
burweed, the press release 
not,ed. 

In other news, the Beans 
for Burweed campaign 
- in which Saltspring 
Coffee Company donates 
vouchers for lattes for 
every bag ofburweed 
picked- will be extended 
for another few weeks. 

Burweed will start 
flowering any day now, 
notes the press release, and 
there is a heightened sense 

of urgency about finding 
and picking it before it sets 
seeds. 

More activities are 
planned in the next few 
weeks, starting with Easter 
Monday (weather permit- -
tin g). 

Service clubs and recre
ation groups are invited to 
take on responsibility for a 
I 0-metre square grid. 

For additional informa
tion, please call Nora at 
537-2158 or Sally at 653-
2335. 

By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 

Conservative Party senior 
environment critic Bob Mills 
urged voters to give his party 
a chance to deal with envi
ronmental issues during a 
town hall meeting at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
last week. 

"Conservative means to 
conserve, to make the best 
of what you have," he said. 
"The other guys talk a lot 
but it's time to produce some 
results. All I can say is 'give 
us a chance."' 

The Red Deer MP said the 
Conservative Party's failure 
to support the Kyoto Accord 
before it came into effect 
last month did not mean his 
party had cooled towards cli
mate change. 

"The environment is the 
burning issue facing the 
world today," he said. "There 
is no doubt that climate 
change is occurring, but the 
present course of action will 
not solve the situation." 

Saanich North and the 
Islands MP Gary Lunn intro
duced Mills and said finding 
solutions to environmental 
problems requires a high 
level of community involve
ment and a change in our 
behavioural patterns. 

Although the federal 
Liberal Party provided $5 
billion as part of a "clean 
fund," both Lunn and Mills 
agreed the Martin admin
istration has yet to develop 
an adequate plan to lower 
greenhouse gas emissions 
now estimated to be 30 per 

~ 
~ 

cent above 1990 levels. 
"Sending money to the 

Ukraine and Russia in the 
form of clean air credits will 
not solve the problem," he 
said. 

Part of the Conservative 
Party's proposal is to pro
vide industry with guaran
teed loans that would enable 
them to begin research and 
development of alternate 
energy sources. 

According to Mills, wind 
farms could provide Vancou
ver Island with up to 10,000 
megawatts of energy, more 
than 1 0 times the amount it 
currently consumes. 

Mills also stressed 
researching value-added 
applications for the oil and 
gas industry, development of 
tidal, geothermal and solar 
energy programs, and reduc
ing landfill use by building 
plants that could turn waste 
products into re-useable and 
re-sellable commodities such 
as nitrogen, gypsum and car
bon dioxide. 

"The economics of con
servation have developed 
alongside the technology," 
he said. 

Mills claimed hesitation 
in addressing environmental 
issues was due to the Lib
eral Party's inability to put 
together a long-term plan. 

"Any level of commit
ment from industry, people 
and governments requires a 
long-term plan of up to 50 
years," he said. 

Salt SpringresidentAndrew 
Lewis, who was the federal 
Green Party candidate in last 

year's election, attended the 
speech and expressed opti
mism about the Conservative 
Party taking on the environ
ment as a key issue. 

"It shows that environ
mental issues are now on the 

_ radar," he said. "They make 
a good point that $5 billion 
in tax credits going offshore 
is a bad idea. For me, though, 
Kyoto is a good start. 

"Kyoto can be seen as an 
international agreement to 
reduce consumption. A mind 
shift is taking place and this 
is a very small step in the 
right direction." 

Mills said Canadians have 
been led to believe the envi
ronment remains pristine and 
reminded those in attendance 
that raw sewage continues to 
be pumped into the ocean, 
that 300 boil-water warnings 
are in effect at any one time 
across the country and that 
the country's landfill sites 
and waste disposal networks 
are inefficient at best. 

He said the only way to 
deal with the problem is to 
convince industry that envi
ronmentally friendly technol
ogy is a sound investment. 

Despite his expressed opti
mism, Lewis also remained 
skeptical. 

"Business will not follow 
voluntary guidelines if they 
will put them at a competi
tive disadvantage," he said. 
"I don't think we should be 
giving out subsidies. We 
should be taxing bad habits. 
I would like to see a much 
larger responsibility placed 
on business." 
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Pool pressures 
THE E-ASTER BUNNY 

STOMPED ON MY FOOT . 
We've got the $2-million infrastructure grant- now what should 

be done with it? 
Salt Spring's Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) has been 

quick to reaffirm its position that the funds will be used to slash the 
taxpayers' hit for the pool, even though voters authorized the larger 
amount in the November referendum with no indication the grant was 
a sure thing. 
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However, watch for public pressure for PARC to revise that position 
and put at least some of the money into ensuring the project can be 
more than a tank with a roof and empty spaces for future amenities 
like change room lockers or a hot tub. Not surprisingly, what exactly 
could be built with the $4.2 million in borrowed funds, plus contribu
tions from the Ssplash group and other fundraising efforts, was never 
defined with 100 per cent certainty. With construction costs spiralling 
and major capital projects elsewhere facing fiscal challenges, PARC 
kept those promises to a minimum. 

It makes ample sense for the tax requisition to be lowered and the 
real pool enthusiasts pushed to pay for the rest, if need be. However, 
depending on how the project unfolds, most islanders may prefer to 
see all or more of the legally-authorized funds spent on the pool now. 

And if it comes to a choice between using geothermal heating, which 
may cost more to install but will pay off with reduced operating costs 
(and greenhouse gases) forever, the decision-makers would be foolish 
to not make that investment for long-term savings to taxpayers. 

Community's best 
An incredibly poignant and moving picture of community spirit 

graced Community Gospel Chapel last Saturday. 
Island Comfort Quilts' first annual community quilting bee saw an 

unprecedented coming together of islanders putting their hands and 
hearts into making a stock of quilts for Salt Spring Islanders suffering 
a life-threatening illness or injury. 

Cancer survivors, those whose friends and family members have 
fought cancer and other diseases, and people who simply wanted to 
help all showed u_p at the event. -

Warm kudos go to generous, community-minded sisters Lynn 
Brand and Carol Simpson and all those who expressed love for their 
island home through participating. 

Frustration high over situations that demand action 
By JOYCE CAMPBELL 

Thanks to Eric Booth for 
his View Point article in 
the March 16th Driftwood, 
regarding his failed proposal 
for SSI tax equity. 

I agree that Salt Spring 
·Island should not be pay
ing up to $800,000 in taxa
tion per year (last three years 
totalling over $2 million and 
3 5. 7 per cent increase in 
taxes over 2002) more than 
it receives in services. (I also 
believe our island propor
tionately requires at least 
two more trustees). I am left 
wondering why tax fairness 
is so low a commitment/pri
ority of other trustees? 

IN 
RESPONSE 

For some, I guess it's in 
their island's best interests 
to continue being subsidized 
by Salt Spring. 

Therefore, the apparently 
unfair conspiracy of silence, 
inaction and denial serve 
them best. When problems 
stick around there is usu
ally a pay-off for s_omeone 
somewhere. It's a stalemate 
situation perhaps because 
of equally weighted vested 
interests? 

It does not feel right to 
me that there is no gover
nance process by which 
Trust Council must be held 
accountable for the motion it 
endorsed last year to include 
the RAM (Resource Alloca
tion Model) as part of the 
principles of this year's bud
get. There should be some 
mechanism to compel them 
to address and resolve this 
matter at the June council 
meeting. If there is no due 
process for this perhaps one 
might be initiated? 

This "smoke and mirrors" 
scenario is obviously very 
frustratjng for trustee Booth. 
What seems obvious is not 

being addressed by due gov
ernance process. 

Perhaps this may give him 
some measure of the frustra
tion the residents and mem
bers of Stewart Road Resi
dents Association (SRRA) 
endure because there con
tinues to be drilling, blasting 
and conveyance of gravel 
on and off the Jasper Road 
subdivision with local gov
ernance effectively turning a 
blind eye. 

There has been very recent 
stepping up of this gravel 
mining activity at 177 Jenni
fer Way. In effect, the owner 
is continuing to operate a 
gravel mine with no mine 

application approval and 
no enforcement of the 1986 
Soil Removal Bylaw. Even 
on Sunday there is ongoing 
blasting and drilling in this 
residentially-zoned neigh
bourhood. 

So, what can we do to get 
our elected representatives 
to finally (after 10 years of 
continuing infractions) make 
a stand against this ongoing 
travesty? . 

The community and the 
environment must take pre
cedence over the power play 
of one individual. 

I repeat, how does continu
ing inaction on the part of 
our trustees and staff serve 

Transportation of food can cost us the earth 
When it 

comes to 
food, buying 
local has been 
the mantra of 
environmen
tal groups for 

SCIENCE 
MATTERS 

BY DAVID SUZUKI 

years. After 
all, it's pretty easy to con
clude that transporting fruits 
and vegetables from one side 
of the globe to the other isn't 
very good for the planet. 

Now, a comprehensive 
new analysis of the true 
costs of the way we produce, 
purchase and consume food 
has found that while inter
national transport of food 
does have an impact, when 
it comes to environmental 
damage, the big culprit is 
domestic transportation. 

Researchers in the United 
Kingdom used data from pre
vious studies to estimate the 
hidden costs of conventional 
agriculture in that country. 
These costs include things 
like government subsidies; 
exhaust pollution from 
transnort trucks. railro::~ds: 

and car travel; heat-trapping 
emissions that cause global 
warming; and infrastructure, 
such as roads. 

Their results, published 
in the journal Food Policy, 
show that international ship 
and air travel currently con
tribute a relatively miniscule 
amount to the overall hid
den costs of our food. By 
far, domestic transportation 
from the farm to the retailer 
and then from the shop to 
the consumer's home has the 
greatest impact - accounting 
for nearly half of the hidden 
costs. 

Raw distance, it turns out, 
is not always the deciding 
factor in determining the 
adverse effects of transpor
tation. Shipping by water, 
_ _.. .......,__ _ _ .._ --~ ~- 1 

impact than shipping by 
road. Transport by air, on the 
other hand, has the great
est impact of all. Right now, 
hidden costs for the interna
tional transport of food are 
relatively low because much 
of this food is shipped by 
boat, or in the cargo holds 
_of passenger planes. If we 
start to ship food by air more 
often, these costs could 
increase dramatically. 

But if domestic transpor
tation costs in a country as 
small as the U.K. are high, 
then the hidden costs of food 
transportation in Canada may 
be much higher. Consider a 
box of cereal, for example, 
which may start with wheat 
from the Prairies, transport
ed to Ontario for processing 
with other ingredients from 
all over the country, put into 
a box made in Quebec and 
then transported to British 
Columbia for retail sales, 
where it will be picked up by 
a consumer driving an SUV. 

Because of our reliance 

tation needs, each of these 
stages has hidden costs. In 
fact, even if we buy local 
food, but all of us drive to 
the store to pick it up, there 
are increased hidden costs_ 
So, does this mean big
box chains that sell in huge 
quantities may unintention
ally help the environment by 
reducing the number of trips 
taken to purchase groceries? 

According to the research, 
that doesn't appear to be the 
case. Consumers in the U.K. 
are actually making more 
grocery shopping trips and 
driving greater distances to 
make them than they were 
20 years ago - before the 
rise of the megamart. 

Another hidden cost of 
our food is taxpayer-funded 
government subsidies that 
prop up unsustainable agri
cultural practices. Switching 
to organic agriculture, the 
researchers conclude, would 
lead to big benefits in terms 
of overall costs to society. 
Of course, the benefits of 
o~ganic agricul~r~ in terms 

greatly reduced if the food 
has to travel by road a great 
distance to reach the con
sumer. 

So what food-shopping 
patterns will yield the most 
benefit to the environment 
and society? Looking at 
the data, walking, biking 
or taking public transit to 
buy organic, locally grown 
(within 20 km) food would 
be the best choice. Gro
cery delivery services also 
help a great deal by reduc
ing the overall number of 
vehicle trips. Even choosing 
a fuel-efficient vehicle and 
reducing the number of trips 
helps. 

Unfortunately, suburban 
sprawl is rapidly eating up 
some of Canada's best farm
land - which also happens 
to be located near urban 
centers. For our food to be 
sustainable, governments at 
all levels must work to curb 
sprawl and support local food 
systems. Take the Nature 
Challenge and learn more at 

to keep this problem from 
being resolved and whose 
interests does this serve? An 
individual or the residential 
community most affected by 
loss of their right to peaceful 
enjoyment of their adjoining 
homes and properties? 

Add to this the reality of 
a sensitive ecological head
water environment being 
destroyed and it becomes 
increasingly irrational and 
totally unacceptable. 

We share Eric Booth's 
frustration. Both situations 
demand prompt resolution. 

The writer is a member of 
the Stewart Road Residents 
Association 

Your 
letters are 
welcome 

Letterstotheeditor are 
welcome, but writers 
are requested to keep 
their submissions to 
400 words or less. 

Letters may be edited 
for brevity, legality 
and taste. 

Writers are also asked 
to furnish a telephone 
number where they 
may be reached 
during the day, and to 
sign their letters with 
their full name. 

Thank you letters 
will not normally 
be considered for 
publication. 
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We asked: What do you think of BC-STV? 

Lloyd Bernsten 
I read the information and I 
feel it is a fair way to make 
everybody s vote count. I plan 
to vote yes. 

Kimberly Lineger 
It has the potential to offer 
small parties a chance to 
participate. 

Stewart Katz 
I'm a really big cynic. If they 
make a change I just don 't 
think it'll do any good. 

Shilo Zylbergold 
We do_n 't get cable in the 
south end. I haven 't watched 
it yet but I'm sure it will be 
good for a few laughs. 

Pieter Hofmann 
I think it is too complicated 
for most people. It doesn't 
matter if the system is 
proportional, the government 
will be able to gerrymander 
whatever they wish. 

Letters to tbe Editor 
Full picture 

I must respond to the 
March 9 letter to the editor 
headed "Animosity" by Bob 
Simonds. 

Mr. Simonds wrote about 
the February 26 Islands 
Forum, hosted by the Islands 
Trust. Unfortunately, he 
presents an incomplete pic
ture of the forum, which he 
did not attend. 

In recent months there has 
been a great deal of interest 
by islanders in looking at how 
we deal with development in 
the Trust Area. We wanted to 
provide an opportunity for 
people to learn more, to dis
cuss their ideas and concerns 
and to participate in identi
fying tools for development 
management. That's why we 
hosted this public forum to 
promote dialogue among our 
citizens about development 
in the Trust Area. 

The forum was attended 
by approximately 150 peo
ple who were first asked to 
identify their main hopes 
and concerns for the future 
of the Islands Trust Area. 
They then voted for those 
issues that they felt were 
most important. 

Finally, the participants 

were asked to discuss 
options and solutions for the 
top 10 issues according to 
their votes. The suggested 
options and suggestions 
came from the participants 
and, in the interest of open
ness and sharing ideas, all 
were recorded on flipcharts. 

Aln1ost 200 options and 
solutions were suggested. 
Mr. Simonds cites just six of 
the suggestions made at the 
forum and claims the Islands 
Trust has tacitly endorsed 
these. This is not the case. 

The options and solutions 
suggested will be considered 
by the Islands Trust over the 
next few months. 

The Gulflslands are a spe
cial part of British Columbia 
and, indeed, the world. That 
is why the Islands Trust has a 
mandate to preserve and pro
tect the islands for all British 
Columbians. And that is why 
we believe in seeking public 
input on how best to manage 
land use, development and 
tourism, while protecting the 
islands' unique environment 
for future generations. 

Since Mr. Simonds did not 
attend the forum, I encour
age him and any other read
ers interested in the forum 
to visit our website for the 

complete picture at www. 
islandstrust.bc.ca and go to 
'What's Hot' Islands Forum 
2005. 
DAVID ESSIG, 
Islands Trust chair 

5Deak now 
So, we see from last week's 

Driftwood that the school 
board fears an even worse 
shortfall in next year's bud
get than predicted, despite 
the government handing 
out $450,000 (not enough) 
recently. 

They say that we might 
see 3.75 full-time teachers 
fewer next year. Last year, on 
implementing the four-day 
week, the school board told 
us it was a four-day week or 
lose teaching staff and pro
grams. This year they say 
we will have to put up with 
both. 

We need more teachers 
and more programs, not less. 
The funding of education 
needs to be turned around 
now if we value the future of 
our children and. society. 

Is it not transparently clear 
to them now that all you get 
for meekly allowing the gov
ernment to repeatedly stran
gle and cut funding to our 
schools is more cuts and a 
tighter noose? 

By the same token, if we 

parents meekly allow the 
board to be the government's 
executioners then our chil
dren will have to take what 
they are given, or move. 

It is time for us parents 
and citizens to speak up and 
tell the board that we are 
not happy with our children 
being treated like experimen
tal guinea pigs. Our children 
are in danger of being less 
well educated than other 
children in the province and 
left out of sync with the five
day work society that still 
surrounds us. 

Our community is in peril 
of losing a lot of families 
who find it just too hard to 
swallow the bitter pill of the 
four-day week. 
, It is the consultation peri
od now, until April 13. If you 
are concerned in any way, 
you must write to the board, 
write to the Driftwood and/ 
or attend the public meet
ings. If not then the board 
will continue to allow our 
children to be experimented 
on. 

It would also be interesting 
to know how many families 
are going to move (them
selves or their children) off 
island because of education
al concerns. Once people 
leave, their voices are not 
heard or opinions counted. 

If you are planning on 
moving, please write a letter 
to the Driftwood so that your 
voice can be heard and your 
actions counted. 
RICHARD STEEL, 
Salt Spring 

Old enough 
Salt Spring Semors Ser

vices Society needs volun
teers. 

As the society's name 
implies, its mission is ser
vice to seniors. 

Persons of any age can 
be of service to seniors. 
Therefore, to be of service, 
members can be less than 
the generally accepted age 
of seniority of65. In fact, the 
less the better! 

This fact was drawn to my 
attention the other day by a 
vivacious and friendly mid
dle-aged lady who dropped 
in at the Seniors Centre to 
leave a package for one of 
its elderly members. As the 
smiling messenger turned to 
leave, the office desk volun
teer said, "Would you like to 
join our society?" To which 
came the reply, "I'm not old 
enough." 

Perhaps this idea is a com
mon perception. To be a 
member, age is not a barrier. 

Some hard-working volun
teers are getting tired and 
somewhat frayed around the 
edges, so replacements are 
required. 

The society needs and 
welcomes all who would 
be willing to volunteer per
haps two hours per week to 
an activity of your choicy, 
which includes hospital
ity at the front desk, help
ing to prepare or serve at the 
Thursday luncheons, visit
ing a lonely senior at home, 
driving a senior to a medical 
appointment or shopping. 

There is also a number 
of fun activities in which to 
participate, such as Mon
day morning chess, Tues
day choir practice, Tuesday 
afternoon painting group, 
Wednesday morning chess, 
Thursday noon luncheons, 
Thursday afternoon carpet 
owls, Friday morning coffee 
klatch and Friday afternoon 
games of bridge and mah 
jong. 

Please drop in at the centre 
across the road from GVM 
and look us over. You will 
receive a warm welcome! 
BETTY POOLE, 
Salt Spring 

MORE LETTERS A 10 

Light shed on Viz theatrics and board budget 'target' 
This week I offer 

interpretations of two 
recent local news 
items. 

• First, regarding the 
estimated $449,250 in 
new funding the Gulf 

OTHERWISE 
BY GAIL SJUBERG 

Islands School Dis-
trict should receive 
from the province, we now know 
the money does not have strings 
attached as initially claimed by 
the school board, as long as they 
ensure library, music and special 
education services are provided. 

On March 9 the district's pre
limjnary budget numbers predict
ed a $705,000 budget shortfall 
for 2005-06, with $400,000 of the 
new $449,250 deemed "targeted 
expenditures" and not included in 
the figuring. 

Six days later the Driftwood 
asked and was told by the edu
cation ministry that those funds 
were not "targeted." We wondered 
why the local board and admin
istration didn't have that crucial 
piece of info the week before. 

Education ministry instructions 
for building the district's final 
budget were not expected until 
March 21. 

Still, in light of the heat that 
continues to blaze from the four
day school week controversy, 
you'd think someone would have 
advised including the entire 
$449,250 in at least one financial 
calculation on March 9 so the 
public could better see the fund
ing possibilities for next year. 

Let's hope updated numbers 
are presented at the early April 
public consultation meetings on 
the four-day week. 

I don't think this all means the 
district will or should necessar
ily gallop back to the five-day 

week just because its funding 
situation isn't as dire as it was 
- it's clearly still not flush and 
who knows what the provincial 
government will do with funding 
next year when the election is a 
distant memory - but it certainly 
changes the nature of the coming 
month's debate. 

Controversial decisions like 
school calendar changes beam an 
immense amount of public scru
tiny on the board and administra
tion. Accountability requirements 
are higher as a result. This pre
liminary budget blip shows they 
don't quite have a handle on what 
that means. 

• And what's all this Viz biz 
splashed on the front page of last 
week's Driftwood? 

Community Viz is ' a computer 
software program that, accord
ing to the company's website, 
"provides GIS-based analysis 
and real-world 3D modeling that 
allows people to envision land 
use alternatives and understand 

their potential impacts, explore 
options and share possibilities, 
examine scenarios from all angles 
- environmental, economic, and 
social - and feel confident in 
their decisions." Got that? 

In this case it doesn't really 
matter what the particular item is 
or does. Salt Spring trustees could 
have been after $1 0,000 worth 
of doorknobs for the new Trust 
office on the island. 

Of more import is what the sep
arate property tax levy represents: 
evidence that Salt Spring is not 
getting the services it needs from 
the Trust federation, so that it was 
forced to get at least one of them 
in a different way. 

Trustees Eric Booth and Kim
berly Lineger wanted, to point out 
that even though Salt Spring tax
payers contribute $453,000 more 
to the Islands Trust budget for 
local planning services than is 
received (that's the Trust's own 
number for 2004, not Eric's larger 

one) trustees from other islands 
wouldn't rejig Trust finances to 
let them have the $10,000 worth 
of Community Viz services. 

Council would only buck up 
the $8,000 needed to establish the 
program - not the extra $10,000 
to make it work for Salt Spring 
this year. Council did agree to 
fund Salt Spring's initial round of 
official community plan (OCP) 
review work, but as Eric and Kim
berly said, there's not much point 
doing an OCP review without the 
benefit of the data the whiz-bang 
Viz program will provide. 

So by "going it alone" and 
proposing to tax their constitu
ents separately for the $10,000 
item, our trustees have basical
ly declared a measure of fiscal 
autonomy for the island. 

Ironically, the problem of Salt 
Springers paying too much for the 
Trust ends up being illuminated 
through the addition of another 
small tax. 

Theatrics? Of a sort'. But the 
point is there to be made. 
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More letters 
Both ways 

I am sad that Ronald Mil
ton ("Beware" letter, March 
9. Driftwood) has found it 
necessary to list the various 
scam artists. I sincerely hope 
that he has not had a bad 
experience himself. 

I know that there are occa
sions that people have indeed 
been conned here, but I think 
I speak for other contrac
tors when I say that it's not 
always us doing the conning. 
I could give you instances 
where customer A wouldn't 
pay, customer B asked for 
a reduction, or customer C 
expected all their additionals 
to be included in the origi
nal price. Other contractors 
would recount D, E, through 
Z. 

I will paraphrase Mr. Mil
ton's penultimate paragraph: 
"Some scam artists have 
shown the audacity not to 
honour signed agreements, 
violating contractors' rights 
and knowing that small con
tractors cannot afford a law
yer to fight back." It works 
both ways, sir. 

Mr. Milton is right in sug
gesting three contractors to 
offer bids. But it is more than 
just the money. Here on the 

island we are small enough 
to find out the reputations 
of the companies by talking 
to our friends, the lumber 
yards, the building inspec
tors and so on. It's certain 
that contractors also have 
to rely on word of mouth 
re their prospective custom
ers, and since we don't all sit 
in the same coffee shop we 
don't always know which of 
you to avoid. 

I often wish there was a 
"Brickbats and Bouquets" 
section in the Driftwood 
where we could post our 
good and bad experiences 
with customers! (Anyone 
fancy starting a web page 
instead?) 
PETER BLACKMdRE, 
Salt Spring 

F~!i!h ~~~'!~ mis-
understanding over your 
recent article concerning the 
planning of a trail connecting 
Fulford village and Drum
mond Park, and its perceived 
connection to homelessness 
issues. 

This trail project has had 
the full support of the South 
Salt Spring Island Prop
erty Owners and Residents 

Association (SSSIPORA) 
since it was originally pro
posed in 1978. One of our 
directors has served on the 
Urban Trail Corridor Task 
Force since its inception in 
December 2004. 

South-end residents have 
always been concerned 
about the safety of pedes
trians and cyclists, who are 
presently forced to share a 
very busy road with ferry 
traffic between the park and 
the village. 
JOHAN GERRITSEN, 
SSIPORA vice-president 

Liz books 
This week is Liz Martin's 

birthday. In her memory, we 
have donated some of her 

' books on theatre, lighting 
and others related to the craft 
she loved so much to the 
Mary Hawkins library. 

Just as she so generously 
shared her light with us, the 
library will continue her leg
acy by placing a bookplate 
reading: "In memory of Liz 
Martin" into all her books. 

If you have any of Liz's 
books that you feel should 
be in the library in her hon
our, please take them there 
and label them clearly to the 

attention of "Marilyn Ming, 
in memory of Liz." 

There will also be a con
cert at Mahon Hall dedicat
ed to Liz and performed by 
well-known Canadian folk
rock-roots singer Ian Tam
blyn on March 26 at 7:30 
p.m. 

Liz, you will always be 
with us. We love you. 
RACHEL JACOBSON, 
Salt Spring 

Good reasons 
In response to Peter Vin

cent's March 16 column 
regarding Salt Spring Island 
Village Resort, it would be 
nice if Mr. Vincent did a little 
more research before giving 
his opinions the authority of 
a newspaper column. 

Anyone who takes the 
trouble to look carefully at 
the present level of develop
ment on the site would be 
unlikely to advocate com
pleting the existing build
ings in their present location. 
And the glaring metal halide 
lamps that Mr. Vincent refers 
to are still in place and are 
turned on every night. Take 
a look from Dover Place or 
from the two farms adjacent 
to the resort. 

SAL~SPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF ELECTION OF TRUSTEES 

~ublic Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Saltspring Island Fire Protection District an Election by Voting 
IS necessary to elect, for a three year term commencing at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held on 
M~rch 29th, 2005 and terminating at the end of the Annual General Meeting to be held in the year 2008, to fill the 
off1ces of two (2) Trustees on the Board of Saltspring Island Fire Protection District and that the persons nominated 
as candidates at the Election and for whom the votes will be received are listed below: 

TRUSTEES - two persons to be elected: 
Surname 
BARTLE 
GILLIES 
HAZENBOOM 

Given Name 
David 
Mary 
Hans 

Residential Address 
143 Maliview Drive 
206 Roland Road 
138 Acheson Road 

PATTERSON Bruce 2914 Fulford-Ganges Road 

VOTING DAY for the election of Trustees will be open on Saturday the twenty sixth (26th) day of March 2005, TO 
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT at: 

Ganges Fire Hall, regular training room 

AND SUCH VOTING PLACE SHALL BE OPEN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF eleven (11:00) A.M. and five (5:00) P.M. 

ADVANCE VOTING for election of Trustees shall be open on Saturday the nineteenth (19th) of March 2005 TO 
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE SALTSPRING ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT between the hours of eleven 
(11:00) A.M. and four (4:00) P.M. at the Ganges Firehall, regular training room 

Given under my hand at Ganges, B.C. this twelfth (121h) day of March 2005. 

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS 
You are qualified as an Elector if you are: 

(a) A Canadian Citizen 

Thomas F. Moore, Returning Officer 

(b) eighteen years or older on Voting Day 
(c) a resident in the Province for at least six months before Voting Day 
(d) an owner of land within the boundaries of the Saltspring Island Fire Protection District 
(e) an authorized agent, designated in writing as the said agent, of a Board or Corporation that owns land 

within the Saltspring Island Fire Protection District 

If more than one ~e.rso~ is registered on title as owner of land then those owners are entitled· to vote providing 
they meet the quahf1cat1ons set out above. No persons may vote more than once with the exception that they may 
vote _as an authorized a9ent and personally if they own land on a personal basis. Please note that when checking 
the ltst of owners prov1ded by the B.C. Assessment Authority the multiple ownership of some properties may 
~ot have been recorded. If the property that is being used for voting purposes is held in multiple ownership it 
~s recoml!'ended that the persons intending to vote bring suitable identification, as listed below, to avoid any 
mconvemence. 

If y_ou a~~ no! on the List of _Registered Ele_ctors you may register on Voting Day providing you produce two pieces 
of 1dent1f1cat1on, one of wh1ch has your Signature, preferably with pictorial identification, e.g drivers licence, and 
documentation proving ownership of the land for which you are owner, e.g tax notice, assessment notice or dupli-
cate certificate of title. · 

The buildings complet
ed to lock-up are the ones 
closest to the lake, built in 
tight clusters, presumably to 
maximize the sale appeal of 
"waterfront." Viewed from 
lake level they probably 
represent the most densely 
developed small acreage on 
Salt Spring. 

Under the existing bylaws 
and permits, owners of the 
property currently have only 
two options: to complete the 
original resort in its entirety 
or to remove it and put in 
place seven single family 
houses. We are informed by 
the Islands Trust that any 
deviation from these two 
options will require further 
rezoning and public hear
ings. 

The objections of the resi
dents of the Bullock Lake 
watershed area are based pri
marily on the environmen
tal effects that occupation 
of even the completed units 
will have on this sensitive 
area. Fifty units, occupied 
by an average of four people 
each, two hundred people 
clustered around the edge of 
the lake, all drawing water 
from the same aquifer that 
supplies all of the homes 
in the area. After all these 
years, the resort has yet to 
receive approval to operate 
its water system or its waste 
water disposal system, and 
serious issues have been 
raised about both systems 
and permits have so far been 
withheld. 

We are not being obstruc
tionist without good reason. 
We regret that permits were 
ever granted for this project 
and we have great sympa
thy for most of the people 
who have lost money in this 
ill-fated venture. But we 
will not sit back and quietly 
accept the status quo. Some
thing must be done with this 
property and it must be done 
in a manner that is in keep
ing with the area, is benefi
cial to Salt Spring Island and 
does not jeopardize the envi
ronment of the Bullock Lake 
watershed area. 
JOHN FULKER, 
Bullock Lake Watershed 
Community Association 

Youth bravo 
Bravo Salt Spring! That's 

how UVic 's Prima Youth 
Choir conductor Bruce 
More concluded his email 
to me with his review of the 
March 4 Spotlight on Youth 
day at ArtSpring, and the 
Driftwood's contributions of 
articles, review and photos 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

of the young participants 
having a great time are right 
in tune with that assessment. 

Bravo: at least 230 young 
people participated and were 
part of the day, as choral 
singers, instrumentalists, 

, cooks and greeters in the 
cafeteria and ushers, audi
ence and hosts to the visiting 
Prima Youth Choir. 

Bravo and much apprecia
tion is due the music teachers 
who presented such polished 
and beautiful music with 
their choirs. This day was a , 
successful learning experi
ence and also just plain fun 
for our kids thanks to the 
support of Shirley Bunyan 
of the B.C. Choral Federa
tion with seed money, the 
Gulf Islands Community 
Arts Council, Thrifty Foods 
donation towards the recep
tion, ArtSpring staff, Drift
wood staff, the Salt Spring 
Island Bottled Water Com
pany, school board staff, 
GISS cafeteria chef Doug 
Hill and his students. 

Thanks to GISS music 
parents, especially Cathy 
Cronin, for organizing the 
reception and goodie bags 
for students catching the last 
ferry and finding billets with 
help from Marie Beaudoin. 

Bravo and thanks to the 
adult choral community for 
their contributions towards 
the music pencil fund for the 
kids, Cathy Young for assis
tance with poster design and 
especially to the team from 
Salt Spring Singers, who 
volunteered and made the 
day such a pleasant experi
ence for everyone. 

Bravo and thanks to 23 
hosts who kindly · offered 
beds to 34 students. 

The event's only discor
dant notes are now found 
on the financial bottom line 
since concert ticket revenue 
did not cover the costs of the 
GISS cafeteria's 120 dinners 
that fed the youth choir par
ticipants. 

Offers of financial assis
tance have already been 
made and more donations 
are much appreciated to help 
pay for that dinner. 

Should there be another 
Salt Spring Sings project to 
benefit our community in 
the future, we'll also need to 
raise funds. 

Please contact me at 537-
1270 with any donations, 
comments or suggestions. 
ANKE SMEELE, 
Producer, Spotlight on 
Youth 

MORE LETTERS A 11 



Ha"e a ~effee and a ~eelde 
and see ll'llat g,e•re fameus fer

\Ne g~W the largest collection of 

rare plants in North America, 

including hardy· Orchids, 

Trilliums, and much more. 

Try something ne\N! 

Spring is here and now is the time for 
planting shrubs, perennials and trees. 

Feature Plallf 
BOTTLE BRUSH 

This is one of the best 
shrubs for Salt Spring as it 

is drought-tolerant and deer
resistant. A lovely evergreen 

with showy red flowers in 
summer and early fall. 

1 gal pot $9.50 

RHODODENDRONS 
Great assortment of 1 gal 

Npeeial only $7.50 

3-5 gallon size only $25.00 

Speeial 
6" pots of 

HYACINTHS 
in bloom 

$300 

BLUEBERRIES 
Speeial 

1 gallon only $7.00 
Blueberries are a great 

ornamental shrub with tasty 
berries in summer and 
gorgeous fall colour. 

·· · - Island · /" 
Frasers 
Thimb~ 

Hours: 9:00am - 4:30pm daily 
Farms ' '\ 
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cff~~~ 
Bring your visitors down 
to see Finbar's collection 
of Island memories ... 

Copper Kettle Community Partnership 
aims to provide basic survival needs 

"CATCH OF THE DAY" 
Souvenirs, Canadian made gifts, great 

cards, wellness lotions & potions. 
OPEN ALL WEEKEND! 

537-5551 

By CHERIE GEAUVREAU 
A couple of weeks ago I 

met a young man badly in 
need of a change of clothes, 
a shower, and a few weeks 
worth of good meals: 

He asked for help from 
Copper Kettle. 

We now have a storage and 
redistribution site in Ganges, 
so I took him there. 

While I was rummaging 
through bags of donated 
clothes to find something 
suitable for him, his interest 
was taken up with some old 
Coleman stoves that had been 
given to us. Unfortunately, 
none of them worked. 

This day we didn't have 
much in the way of men's 
clothes, (a constant need) but 
I was able to give him some 
food. He seemed brighter 
and, as he left, he pointed to 
the cook stoves. 

"I salvaged four of them 
for ya. Thanks and if you 
ever need any help, let me 
know. I'm strong. I can do 
things." 

This is a typical encoun-
ter for Copper Kettle vol-
unteers. 

A person receiving at least 
some of what they need will 

. often offer to help us out in 
some way as well. 

Unfortunately, the home-
less are difficult to contact 
because they have no phone, 
no e-mail, and no address. 

We at Copper Kettle want 
to clarify who we are and 
what we do in our commu-
nity. 

Point. Click. It's that quick~ 
Check out the Canada Revenue Agency's Web site 
for all the answers to-your income tax questions. 

cra.gc.ca 

benefit of our friends and be the true goal of all island-
IN neighbours who are going ers, for the good of all who 

DEPTH 
through troubled times. reside here. 

This winter we achieved In the meantime, with 
our goal of supplying tern- the help of caring islanders, 
porary shelter to all who Copper Kettle Community 

Copper Kettle has been asked. Partnership will continue its 

identified in the Driftwood Temporary shelter on SSI work. 

(Mar. 9/05 - "Shelter fund- means: a tent, tarp, mat, We keep a strict account-

ing plan replaces trail idea" ) sleeping bag and bedding. ing of our finances and a 

as a "society." (Wool socks, clothes, toilet- continuous log of our activi-

We are, in fact, Copper ries, food and some medi- ties. 

Kettle Community Partner- cines are available as well.) We've developed a sup-

ship - a non-profit, grass Obviously, people need plemental food program that 

roots group of volunteers more than a tent to live in, is user friendly and comes in 

who have agreed to address even temporarily. handy for those whose bud-

poverty, hunger, under- That is why the Communi- gets are stretched too thin. 
ty Services Society is apply- Anyone can call Copper Ket-

employment, isolation 
ing for funds for an authentic tle at 537-5863 for infonna-

and homelessness on Salt shelter and service centre for tion or to donate. 
Spring. our island. Please support our efforts 

This partnership evolved The shelter would provide because what you do and 
in response to the needs for all the basic physical what you give can make all 
of those who have fallen needs but more importantly, the difference to someone 
through the cracks in Can- would allow a person to be less fortunate than you. 
ada's socio-economic sys-

assisted in a friendly and To donate to the Copper 
tern - all ages of homeless, 

dignified way by people in Kettle through local busi-
disabled (visible or invisi- nesses, use #47 at GVM, #82 
ble ), those who are without the community who care. at Thrifty Foods, and #50 at 
family or caring support, Last week, the mayor of The Local. 
etc. Kelowna ordered that all the Copper Kettle has an 

The needs we address are shopping carts in his town account at the Bank ofMon-
the very basic ones ofhuman must be returned by the treal for direct deposit. Send 
survival. And we meet these homeless by April 2 or l_egal cheques to Copper Kettle 
needs when we can, one per- action would be taken. Community Partnership c/ 

son at a time, for everyone's Outraged, the Public Ser- of 151 Lawnhill Dr. V8K 

story is unique. vices Union announced that 1M9. 

Since 2003, Copper Kettle 
they would provide carts We are a small enough 

has been acting as a vehicle 
for the homeless, and chal- community that real change 

for island generosity and 
lenged all other unions to is possible. 
step forward and match their Be a part of that change 

concern. efforts in other regions. and support all the groups, 
Examples of such gener- Since January 1/05, Cop- agencies, services and indi-

osity include ; a CRD grant- per Kettle has become viduals who do the work of 
in-aid, and the many local aware of 13 evictions on social and economic justice 
businesses and hundreds of Salt Spring . .. some sea- on SSI. 
individuals in our commu- sonal, some due to a change The writer is a member of 
nity who have contributed in ownership, others due to the Copper Kettle Communi-
goods, services, cash dona- minor disputes. ty Partnership., whose steer-
tions, discounts, time, ideas, Regardless of reason, ing committee also includes 
and skills .. . . and we thank there is really nowhere else Bob Stuart, Miranda Logan-
you again. for these folks to go. Web b, Jewe l E ldstrom, 

At Copper Kettle we are Shelters do serve emer- Ingrid Vopel, David Whitt-
honoured to act on behalf gency needs, but permanent, lesey, Alwyn Catchpole and 
of our community for the appropriate housing should Maggie Schubart. 

IN Y OU R NEIG H BO U R H OOD 

When: March 2 to March 30, 2005 

Where: Southern Gulf Islands, Gabriola Island, 
Thetis Island and Mudge Island 

The snowstorm of this past winter has required us to do some 
vegetation management work that is beyond our regularly 
scheduled preventat ive maintenance work. We'll be doing some tree 
pruning and removal on the Gulf Islands over the next couple of 
months. We need to do this work to ensure your safety and to 
make sure your electric service remains reliable. 

Hazard trees are a major cause of accidents involving power lines. 
They are also by far the most common cause of power interruptions. 
Unhealthy trees become a hazard when they are no longer stable. 
Unstable trees may fall onto power lines, endangering people and 
animals. Even healthy trees become hazardous when they grow into 
power lines. Healthy trees can simply be pruned, but trees with 
inner rot need to be completely removed. 

Any trees that are removed will be recycled as wood chips, firewood 
or raw logs. 

If you have trees on your property that concern you with regards to 
proximity to power lines, please do not hesitate to call us to discuss 
their pruning or removal. 

For more information, please contact Judy Hopewell at 
250 755-4792 in our regional vegetation maintenance office. 

0305·355 
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Name: SHERRIE WINDSOR 
537/538/653: 537 
Occupation(s): Entertainment 
consultant. 
Hobbies: Watching movies, 
biking, baking and being with 
family. 
Home finished/unfinished: 
Unfinished. 
Favourite read: Star Magazine. 
Best thing about SSI: Commu
nity support; people. 
Worst thing about SSI: Four
day school week; grumpy 
people. 
Best place to kiss on SSI?: 
Ralph's lips. 

S DERRICK'S 

~ISLAND PICS 

• A bouquet of roses and 
sincere thanks to Amy Buch
wald for her timely, recent 
letter to the editor to remind 
those who do spring burns 
1hat ''you are enveloping the 
people around you in smoke" 
and to ask them to "please 
think of your neighbour's 
health and quality of life." 
Air quality on Salt Spring is 
a daily, major health concern 
to those of us with respira
tory diseases. Please think 
twice before you light that 
burn pile. 

• A big bunch of carna
tions to the four ladies of the 
HMS Ganges Chapter of the 
lODE who were honoured 
at the recent International 
Women's Day meeting and 
were left off the list in the 
newspaper report. These are 
Laura Faulkner-Pearse, Mil
lie Young, Anna Warrington 
and Ann Heeley-Ray 

• Bouquets of old English 
sweet smelling moss roses to 
all my dearest friends who 
gave me the most fabulous 
birthday celebration and 

a work of art gift, which I 
shall cherish forever and 
ever!!! The preparation, time 
and effort by Maureen, Syl
via, Darlene and Gerry will 
never be forgotten. Thank 
you. JW 

• Fragrant red roses to 
everyone who participated 
in International Women's 
Day; especially to Thrifty's, 
Love My Kitchen and Linda 
Laushway who helped make 
it possible. From the CFUW 
Committee 

• Two red roses for Garth 
Hendren and Dave Banks for 
their integrity and for being 
there since the beginning. 

• Roses to the girls at 
the Ganges Post Office for 
retrieving the lost sheep from 
the mail box and promptly 
phoning~ A pox and a with
ered rose to the low life who 
cleaned out the money. It 
was made the hard way, by 
cutting firewood. Dave Har
ris 

• A big bunch of salmon 
coloured roses to the hard 
working crew of Island 
Stream and Salmon Enhance
ment Society for cutting out 

C&hank Jf-ou 

lots of fish for our Stream 
of Dreams project. Also to 
Windsor Plywood and Slegg 
Lumber for donating materi
als. Salt Spring Elementary 

• Again, and always, roses 
to SSE PAC for supporting 
our latest "fishy" project! 
Thankyou1 

• Dozens and dozens of 
beautiful roses for all the 
people who were involved 
in organizing the best show 
we have attended in many 
years. The Gumboot Gala 
was an awesome night with 
so much talent. Rants to the 
couple who felt they didn't 
have to stand in the supper 
queue but could push in near 
the front. 

The Living Word 
Luke23/24 

Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know 

what they are doing." 
And they divided up his 
clothes by casting lots. 

WINSOME WHITE 
Please Read: JOHN 19/24 

PSALM 22/18 

MORE 
LETTERS 
Not 
supported 

Regarding the B&B Gan
ges Marina development pro
posal, the Salt Spring Island 
Parks and Recreation Com
mission (PAR C) does not sup
port dedication of parkland as 
proposed by the applicant. 

We indicated this to be so 
in previous correspondence 
with the Trust and were sur
prised to see the Trust staff 
report suggesting such dedi
cation. We reiterate: PARC 
does not support park dedica
tion as proposed by the cur
rent development applicant. 

The commission believes 
considering an alternate land 
use plan to be in the best inter
ests of the community. We 
support a much less intense 
development and encourage 
further public process. 

Previous public consulta
tion reached consensus and 
an overall seawalk and down
town waterfront scheme was 
committed to paper. Publicly 
revisiting and updating that 
existing plan would be a 
good starting place. 
BILL CURTIN, 
PARC Chair 
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www .summers ides a Its pr i ng.com 
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HARDWOOD ~~~ 
Custom Flooring _ 
Specializing in custom Wide Plank 

Clear Douglas Fir 

• Brand name flooring available 
• Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock 

1-800-667-2275 
#5- 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC 

• Brakes, linings, 
hoses & steel lines 

• Tires, tread & inflation 
• Steering • Suspension 
• Lights 
• All fluid levels 

includes 5L 1 OW30 oil 
&'most filters, 

4x4 extra, tax extra 

IllS 
HAROLD HARKEMA REPAIRS 

Automotive Repairs • Batteries & Tires 
427 Fulford Ganges Rd. • 537·4559 • Mon. ·Fri. 8·5 

Let me show you Salt Spring (and Tofino) 

11the way i see it'' 
Photographs of heart & beauty 
Visions worth sharing & seeing 

by deb hagarty of Salt Spring Scenes 

ArtSpring April 7- 14 

JOb min 

To Ganges Village Market! 
Patients at Lady Minto Hospital and the residents of 

Greenwoods now receive a copy of the Driftwood newspaper 
every week, sponsored by Ganges Village Market. 
We appreciate your generosity and community spirit! 

L..---_DiiftWiiod __ ___. 

Assorted colours 
Large - set of 3 S3997 

Medium- set of 3 S1997 

~·~ 

~f?JJkce 
J~~ 

gftuft~J~ 

Testimonial: "My enthusiasm about 
the Heritage concept has not diminished. It 
represents a direction for seniors that is new 
with a design and program that may well set 
a model for seniors' living." 

~Joseph Richardson 

For information 
and no obligation 
tour call: 
DONNA REGEN 
AT 537-1201 
Visit our website at 
www.heritageplace.info 
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WIN A TURKEY!\ 

Nome ________________________ _. 
Address·-------------,------------• 

1 Phone I 
I Deposit at: : 

: THRII'TY FOODSrM : 
I Fresh is what we're famous 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Order your 
Alex Campbell 
Sipture Series 
Turkey today! ' ......... 

~---------------
#-----------------------~ : I A U KEY!: 

I Name · 
: Address ____________ -,--________ __ 
1 Phone ___ _ 
I Deposit at: 
I 
I 537-9917 
I 
I 

•• I 
I 
I 
I 
1 With your digital files we 
~ can produce real photos 

~--------------
----------------------' IN A TURKEY! \ 
~~ I 
Address 

------------~----------
Phone ---------------- ---------

Deposit at: 
well with 

Lindt Gold $4 
Easter 
Bunny 10og 

~~~~tile 
$Jt ~$JINoll 
~NIII~C~ 

w' Great food, great prices. Fully licensed. 
w' Casnal atmosphere with an exceUent view. 

()pcn~~Ntd~. 
- llfAu¥ A-week.-

s 7-17 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

12 FREE TURKEYS WILL BE AWARDED!! 

Eac~ p~r.ticipating store 
rs grvrng away a 

FREE EASIER TURKEY! 

Clip the coupons on this page, & deposit at the 
participating stores. The drawing will be Easter Monday 
March 28. Winners will be notified by phone. Only 
official entry forms appearing on this page can be 

~ 

WIN A TURKEY!\ 
Nome ________________________ _. 

Phone 
--------~----- ---------, 

I Deposit at: 

: (h~ck out our n~w look for Sprinq! 
1 FloorsFhst 
I ~~-· 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 1 02 Seaview behind Radio Shack 

' 537-5455 

~---------------
#-----------------------~ : WIN A TURKEY!: 

I Nome : Addre-ss ________ ....:;._ ____________ _ 

I Phone --------------:-------:- ------,--,---
1 Deposit at: {Formerly Work World) 
I 

:matk~Wotk 
:~UIC 
I 
1 CkrthesThatVVor~ 

: SALE 
, NOW ON! 
~---------------
~-----------------------~ WIN A TURKEY!\ 

Nome ________________________ _. 

Address 
_____ -_-_-_-_-_---~~----~P:-:-h-on-e==-=-=-=-=-=-=--: 

White & 
WholeWheat 

Deposit at: 

DINNER $150 
BUNS doz. 

---------------

----------~:-;------------· 
-

_______________ Phone I ·---------,1 
I 

Deposit at: 

JJf lnftters & ~ tne 537-2231 : 

Order your &1.5ter 
firrangement for your 

dinner table. 

WIN A TURKEY!\ 
Nome ________________________ ~ 

Address-------------,------------.. 

Your one stop 
for all your 

Easter Goodies! 
' ' 

~---------------
#-----------------------~ : WIN A TURKEY! : 
:~~ I 
1 Address I 
I Phone I 

: Deposit at: : 

: SALT SPRING ISLAND : 
1 GOLF & COUNTRY ----.... 
1 c;,9ring 1.. 
I ~ \\'.!: 

~~ PRO-SHOP 
I Q ,. "' SALE 
I ~.~tt 10·50°/o oFF I 
I ~ MERCHANDISE I 
\ 10- ear # 

~---------------
#-----------------------~ 

I WIN A TURKEY!\ 
I ·-------------------------.. 

------------...,.------------1 _______________ Phone. ____ 
1 

Deposit at: 1 

GANGES GARMENT COMPANY : 
Spring merchandise in! I 

Seasonal winter 
merchandise now 50% off 

~ 

I A TURKEY!: 

Phone ----------'----- --------, 
Deposit at: 

538-5.560 

Quality jewels at affordable prices. 
I 

161 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 1 

--------------



1Sfl1JX3 
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-t~~-:~ 
GR;EL SALES! 

More letters 

1730A Fulford·Ganges Rd. 
Owner: Jason Fraser 

Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-4:30pm 
Products available Rate per yard 

Pit Run ............................ ~10 
3/4 Road Mulch ............... ~13 
1-1/2 Drain Rock unwashed .. ~15 
Oversized Rock unwashed .. ~11 
3/4" Crush Drain ................ ~31 
3/8" Crush (with fines) ...•.. ~31 
Big Boulders ................... ~13 
Blasted Rock ................... ~17 
Fill ...................................... ~4 
Prices in effect 'til Jan. 31, 2005 
• Other products also available 
• 12 yard trucks can be arranged 
• Minimum $10 charge 
• PST & GST extra 

537-7797 

Conscious 
burn ina? 

Is spring the time when 
people choke 

To see the woods defiled 
with smoke? 

This is the time of year 
for new birth, frog and bird 
song, sun glinting on rain
drops ... and yet, here on 
Salt Spring, too often a pall 
of smoke hangs over us, a 
reminder that we have not 
truly joined the "slow islands 
movement". 

While it is still legal to 
burn wood, it is wasteful in 
many cases. And any kind 
of treated wood, including 
plywood, will give off toxins 
and should not be burned. 
Much of the wood that is 
being burned could be left 
on the ground to eventually 
rot into topsoil or be cut into 
pieces for firewood. How sad 
to see it turned into pollution, 
especially when we know 

tax•talk 
-a--pub I icservice-·or1i&RaTocl<" 

Q. Last year, I spent a substantial amount of money 
to modify my home so that I can move around in 
my wheelchair. I have been told that I can claim 
these on my tax return. Is this true? 

A. Yes. If you have a severe & prolonged mobility 
impairment or are lacking in normal physical 
development, you may claim reasonable expenses 
for renovations or alterations to your home that 
make it easier for you to get in or out, or to move 
around more freely inside. You may also claim 
such costs incurred in the construction of a new 
home. The cost of your modifications may be 
claimed as medical expenses, which means that, 
along with your other medical expenses, they 

·will be reduced by 3% of your net income. If 
you have disability certificate, you may also be 
entitled to claim the disability amount. 

Above Barb's Buns 
5A-121 McPhillips Ave. H&RBLOCK 

CALL 538·0919 
Drop by for a discussion on taxes and a cup of coffee. 

FAt.t. FAIR FOCV$ 
As the Fall Fair 2005 approaches, plan

ning has begun for the Horse Show. The 
Fall Fair will be held September 17 and 
18, so dust off your tack, brush off your 
horse's winter coat and start practicing. 

This year will offer a full variety of 
English and Western riding classes as 
well as Hack, Jumping, and Halter, along 

with a variety of demonstration events, hopefully including 
Musical Dressage, Roping, Western Reining and more. 

Of course there will be the ever-popular Hoof and Woof, 
along with a series of "fun" events, including Flag Race, 
Ride-a-Five, Champagne Race and Children's costume. 

As a new event for this year's show, a "Battle of the Breeds" 
is being planned. Teams of 4 horses of one breed (predomi
nantly- they don't have to all be registered full blood!)' will 
compete in a series of challenging and entertaining classes 
(including Advanced Pleasure, Cone Driving, Pairs, Jeopardy 
Jumping, Barrel Racing, Pleasure Trail, etc.). Two horses from 
each team will compete in each event for prizes and points~ tack 
can be English, Western or Australian). At the end of the event 
the team with the most points wins a prize along with the right 
to claim their breed of horse as the most versatile overall breed! 
Your teams can be made of "Islanders" or "Off-Islanders". 
So will the Arabs, Canadians, Thoroughbreds, Quarterhorses, 
Welsh Ponies, or even the Mules take the prize? Plan on coming 
and cheering your favourite horse breed on to Victory! 

Watch for further details in the Driftwood's Fall Fair Focus 
column. 

~:J~m,llfji!~ 

that all energy sources will 
become more and more pre
cious to us and our children 
as we deplete the world's oil 
reserves. 

We need to become con
scious of all this burning; 
at the Crofton mill, in our 
back yards, idling cars, etc. 
Once we are aware of how 
we are affecting the health 
of the planet (including our
selves), hopefully we will 
find ways to cut it out (or 
down, at least). 
JAN SLAKOV 
Deer Park Rd. 

Wear helmets 
We do not go to the mov

ies often, but when we go to 
our theater at Central Hall 
I really enjoy the unique
ness of it. 

We headed off to the 
show Friday night to watch 
ROBOTS and have a few 
good laughs. We always 
enjoy the local photos that 
we get to see, but Friday 
night showed some great 
photos of our new skate park 
with the two boys not wear
ing helmets. I do not believe 
that this is the message that 
we are trying to send. 
KAREN HARTLEY 
Salt Spring 

Recycling 
Issues 

Just a brief response to the 
letter by Catherine Brannan, 
an employee at the recycling 
depot, in which she states 
that I support the tendering 
of the recycling contract to 
private interests, and that 
it is already a "done deal". 
This is simply not true. 

The SSI Solid Waste Advi
soryCommittee(SSISWAC), 
which I chair, has requested 
the CRD to fund an indepen
dent assessment of recycling 
options and costs. This study 
will also address the histori
cal contributions to the site 
by Community Services 
Society, the level of service 
offered by the depot, and 
Salt Spring's recycling suc
cess relative to the rest of the 
CRD. Once this assessment 
is complete, it will be made 
public, and SSISWAC will 
make a recommendation to 
the CRD Environment Com
mittee and the CRD Board 
regarding the renewal of 
the recycling contract. This 
recommendation will rec
ognize the unique history of 
the depot and reflect the best 
interests of Salt Spring. 

It is disappointing that 
while representatives of 
Community Services Society 
are invited to all SSISWAC 
meetings, information about 
the process for resolving 
the recycling contract does 
not seem to be reaching 
depot employees. At their 
last meeting on March 4, 

SSISWAC requested Com
munity Services arrange a 
meeting with depot staff. 
The unfounded accusations 
in Ms. Brannan's letter only 
reinforce the need for such 
a meeting. In the meantime, 
if Catherine or anyone else 
wants to actually communi
cate with me about the recy
cling issue, my phone num
ber is 653-2042 and e-mail is 
directorssi@crd. bc.ca. 
GARY HOLMAN 
CRD Director 

Options? 
It's Spring Break. Two 

weeks of fun, relaxation, and 
recharging for students and 
teachers alike. Many fami
lies are taking advantage of 
this time off to go on vaca
tions, maybe even explore 
our beautiful province. But 
what about parents who 
can't take off work for two 
weeks? 

What options are there? 
I'm lucky- I work from 
home and can juggle child
care most of the time, but 
what about others? Even 
with working from home I 
have responsibilities to work 
that have to be dealt with. 
Where are the programs that 
were available last year? 

Are working parents 
expected to just take time 
off or hire a babysitter for 
two weeks? PARC has noth
ing. ArtSpring has nothing. 
There's little in the paper 
except for an hour or two 
here and there. If there are 
all day programs, they have 
been dreadfully advertised. 

This is a problem for 
this community -a serious 
problem. Parents need care 
options. The Island pre
schools can't take elemen
tary school age children who 
can't stay by themselves all 
day. 

The after-school program 
at Salt Spring Elementary 
ended in February. It's bad 
enough during the in-school 
time, but this is ludicrous. 
What is the barrier? Fund
ing? Space? Insurance? 
Licensing? What? If we 
want to keep this community 
alive, we have to recognize 
and value parents who work 
full time, parents who can
not take off from work for 
two weeks. 

We must do this, or the 
exodus from this island of 
working families will con
tinue. 
TRIS HUSSY 
Cedar Lane 

More Roads 
Hear, hear to Wendy 

Hilliard's comments on our 
appalling roads. Next to Salt 
Spring, my favourite place is 

the Isle of Lewis in the Outer 
Hebrides. There, linking the 
town of Stornoway with dis
tant isolated villages, is a 
network of magnificent, high 
quality roads. 

How come? Lewis was 
designated "one of the 
most primitive communi
ties in Western Europe", and 
labeled Third World by the 
United Nations organiza
tion. How the Hebrideans 
must have quietly laughed 
at this. 

The result was that the 
European Common Mar
ket financed the complete 
resurfacing of all the roads 
in Lewis. Perhaps we could 
hoodwink NAFTA to des
ignate Salt Spring a Third 
World community and 
upgrade our disgusting and 
dangerous roads? 
PETER ROWELL 
Salt Spring 

Urgent 
Very soon, Kelowna 

police officers will be told to 
confiscate the shopping carts 
stolen by homeless people 
from supermarkets. Perhaps 
we could have a benefit for 
Safeway to buy the carts. 
Then they will let the home
less keep them so they can 
have something in which to 
wheel their sleeping bags 
over the ice and snow. 

Okay- sarcasm won't 
help. But if you are as sick
ened as I am by this latest 
move to make the very poor
est of the poor suffer even 
more, then do something and 
please share your ideas with 
all of us on what we can do. 
Off the top of my head, here's 
what I can think of. 

Phone, e-mail, or write: 
Kelowna Police, City, 

politicians, B.C. politicians, 
Canadian politicians, Super
market chains. Anti-poverty 
groups and coalitions to find 
out what actions they may 
suggest. 

Don't just add your voice 
to theirs, but speak out as 
individuals. 
RACHEL JACOBSON 
Salt Spring 

DC Light 
We have a unique oppor

tunity to affect change on 
the Gulf Islands. The Brit
ish Columbia Transmission 
Corporation is proposing to 
upgrade the existing hydro 
transmission service to Van
couver Island. They are pro
posing to replace the exist
ing transmission lines with 
two new 230 KV AC circuits 
using the ·existing right-of
way to increase power trans
mission by approximately 20 
times what is presently being 

transmitted. A better alterna
tive is to use a submarine 
cable the whole way from 
the mainland to Vancouver 
Island. 

Technology exists to 
do this, and it is called DC 
Light. It has been used in 
several countries and has 
been suggested to the Brit
ish Columbia Utilities Com
mission as a cost effective 
alternative. 

We all know that trans
mission lines are an eyesore, 
affect property values and 
marketability, require the 
clear-cutting of thousands of 
acres of land, and that there 
are concerns about poten
tial health risks of electro
magnetic and electric fields 
associated with high voltage 
transmission lines. 

Please support Island 
Residents Against High 
Voltage Overhead Lines 
by visiting the web site at 
www.irahvol.org and staying 
informed, signing the peti
tion and sending a letter to 
our MLA (suggested letter 
in IRAHVOL brochure), and 
by becoming a member of 
IRAHVOL. 
CHARLES BAZZARD 
Salt Spring 

Positive 
solutions 

Smelly pig barns will 
definitely not solve the Bull
ock Lake development. Let 
us start to look at issues as 
opportunities rather than 
simply problems we must 
fight. Bullock Lake is a good 
example of what I am get
ting at. A far better course 
of action would be to put 
our energy into helping turn 
this project into a major arts 
educational facility. Link: it 
to Emily Carr, UBC or oth
ers and turn it into a won
derful, high-level training 
environment for art. A Banff 
Center "for the arts" con
cept might be a good start
ing point. We already have 
a wonderful national repu
tation in the arts. Imagine 
being ranked 9th in all of 
North America as a favoured 
arts destination in author 
John Villani's just released 
4th edition art guide. Let's 
build on that base through 
our positive intentions and 
actions . We will turn into 
what we can imagine and I 
vote for a proud, self sustain
ing community which values 
innovation and articulates a 
positive vision that inspires 
the best in us ... and then we 
all work hard to make that 
happen. 
DUART CAMPBELL 
Salt Spring 

Licence your dog by March 31, 2005 
and you will automatically be entered in the draw for great prizes! . 

Licence your dog by March 3 I, 2005 and you will avoid paying the extra $1 0 late fee 
Licence Fees: 
• Male or Female ... $25 • Neutered or Spayed ... $15 ... after March 31,2005 add $10 
We will give you a FREE dog licence if you apply for a licence within 12 months after 
your dog has been neutered or spayed. 

Licence Vendors: 
Salt Spring Island Veterinary, Bow Wow & Co., Foxglove Farm & Garden, 
Patterson's Store, Gulf Island Veterinary Clinic, Salt Spring Island Building Inspection, 
Corner Store, Galiano Garage, Magic Lake Market, Pender Island Lumber, 
Mayne Island Building Centre, Saturna Point Store 

Capital Regional District Animal Control 
Phone: 1-800-665-7899 

CAPITAL 
REGIONAL 
DISTRICT 

Bylaw Services 
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Super Strong Woven Plastic 
• Greenhouses • Woodpiles (any size) 

Choosing materials for the pool 
• Fish Ponds • Storage & other uses 

Clear or Solid Colour Choice 
1 0-20-30-40 ft widths X any length 

TOUGH- DURABLE- LONG LIFE 
For Pricing & Samples Call or Fax 537-4696 

ISLAND RESIDENTIAL AWNINGS 

Income Tax 
CANADIAN & AMERICAN 

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARATION 

James T. Fogarty 
TAX ACCOUNTANT 

653-4692 
by appointment 

Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd. 

As indicated in last week's 
Driftwood, the initial design 
phase of the indoor pool is 
upon us. The facility will 
begin to take shape as basic 
decisions are made this 
spring ranging from con
struction technology to ame
nities included. 

This series of articles will 
examine the decisions being 
made and the factors con
sidered. 

One of the first and most 
critical choices to be made in 
the coming weeks is the type 
of pool tank construction 
technology to be used. As · 
part of the mandate to build 
the best pool possible with 
limited resources, PARC has 
investigated several types of 
pool construction. Engineer-

POOL 
BEAT 

ing reports, together with 
comparative cost estimates, 
will be prepared to aid this 
fundamental decision and 
shared with the community 
as they become available. 

Various construction tech
nologies do, however, have 
comparisons and contrasts 
that can be summarized in 
general terms. 

Our current Shelby pool 
is constructed of a thin PVC 
liner contained in a box 
form, a method long used for 
above-ground pools. Shelby 
has performed surprisingly 

ESCAPE WATER TORTURE 
CALL US. 

S" CONTINUOUS GUTTERS 
SOFFITS • GUTTER GUARDS 

250.537.1501 

Women in Business 
Gala Event 

Joyce Carlson will tell a compelling story as 
guest speaker at the Gala Event. Known to 
many Salt Springers, she was publisher of the 
Driftwood from 1989 to 1995. She returned 
to her hometown and launched a brand-new 
newspaper, The Powell River Peak. 
A community activist, successful entrepreneur, 
mother and grandmother, she has met with 
Prime Ministers and Premiers from across 
Canada. She is chair of the Ayjoomixw Spirit of 
Community Committee that is ensuring Powell 
River benefits from the 201 0 Olympics. She 
chairs her Rotary Centennial Committee and is 
vice president of United Way. 

She returns to Salt Spring to address the 
Women in Business Gala, a speech you 
won't want to miss. 

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1960 

Thursda'j, April14 
5to 7pm 

Harbour House 

·Enjoy wine 
& appetizers 

• Network • Music 
• Guest Speaker 
·Draws 

Non-profit 
groups featured: 

- SPCA 
- TRANSITION HOUSE 

Our partners: 

Harbour House Hotel 

Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce 

well, experiencing four liner 
failures over the years. This 
type of pool is not, however, 
generally considered suitable 
for long-term public use. 

Other options are the tra
ditional formed reinforced 
concrete pool and the "Gun
nited" pool where concrete 
is sprayed onto a formed 
excavation. 

These pools must be lined 
since concrete is permeable 
and pool water is not kind to 
either concrete or the steel 
reinforcing in the long term. 1 
Ceramic tile has tradition
ally been used on ·formed 
concrete. 

Epoxy coatings, either 
alone or in combination with 
tile, have been increasingly 
used to reduce cost. Concrete 
pools do have a good service 
life, however, plumbing is 
underground and difficult to 
access for repairs. 

New approaches to pool 
construction are also avail
able . The Myrtha pool of 
PVC-coated stainless steel 
and a concrete base is avail
able in Canada and may be 
seen at Juan de Fuca Recre
ation Centre and the Cana
dian Forces Base at Comox, 
with a current installation in 
Nunavut. 

The Myrtha pool has been 
used with success in Europe 
for over 35 years. 

Another Canadian patent
ed system is available from 
Western Recreation Ltd., 
using galvanized and epoxy
coated steel walls lined with 
Kevlar-reinforced, heavy
gauge polyolefin on a rein
forced concrete base. 

The original design of this 
system was at the instigation 
of the Manitoba government 
in order to reduce mainte
nance costs. 

All plumbing and wir
ing is accessible up to the 
pool walls . Considerable 
numbers of these pools have 
performed successfully for a 
decade or more in Western 
Canada. 

Cost and performance 
issues, along with your input, 
are key components of the 
factors to be considered as 
the facility is designed and 
tradeoff's are made. 

PARC invite s your 
input. Please write to us at 
PARC, 145 Vesuvius Bay 
Road, SSI, V8K 2M3 or 
parc@saltspring.com. 

Previous articles in this 
series created by PARC are 
on the PARC website www. 
crd. be. ca/ ssiparc/ 

Engine catches fire 
in overturned truck 

Members of the Salt 
Spring Fire Department 
were called to put out a fire 
in an overturned vehicle on 
Kanaka Road. 

Officials arrived on site at 
2 p.m., March 16 to find a 
"Dodge SUV type vehicle" 
overturned in the ditch with 
its engine compartment on 
fire. 

The blaze was quickly 
extinguished but the vehicle 
sustained extensive damage. 

The occupants of the 
vehicle were able to escape 
before fire crews arrived. 

They suffered minor inj~
ries, according to assistant 

9 11 
FILE 

fire chief Aljuna George. 
In other news: _ 
RCMP officers issued a 

total of four 24-hour driving 
prohibitions to drivers found 
under the influence of alco
hol. Ofthese, two resulted in 
three-month suspensions. 

Officers charged an adult 
male after he was stopped 
for driving while prohibited. 
His vehicle was impounded 
for 30 days. 

Join us for a presentation & panel discussion on 

US-CANADA 

TAX & ESTATE PLANNING 

This is your opportunity to hear about 
common cross border pitfalls and the 

planning techniques used to avoid them. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2005 
2-4PM 

ARTSPRING CENTRE 

100 Jackson Ave, Ganges 

Presenters: 
ANGUS IZARD, CA CGA CFP 

Senior Manager -Tax, KPMG 

MARK HORNE, BA LLB 

Senior Partner, Home Coupar 

If you would like to attend, please RSVP 
to Ann McPhee (250) 537-8605 

HOSTED BY: 

BMO e Harris Private Banking· 

~~HARRIS 
~----- ~ad:: RJVATE.BAN N 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD NEWS BEAT 

Market opens for Easter weekend 
Islanders can don Easter 

bonnets to welcome a new 
season of Saturday markets 
in Centennial Park when 
the landmark island event 
recommences this week. 

"It's always a surprise 
when you go down to the 
market and see what's new," 
said market director Mat
thew Coleman. 

"It's the earliest it's ever 
been. Usually it starts the 
first Saturday in April. With 
the first day and Easter and 
the thousands of tourists 
there all at the same time, it 
should be quite a big deal." 

The Saturday Market in 
the Park is governed by a 
"make it, bake it or grow it" 
regulation but a neighbor
ing market at Gasoline Alley 
does not follow the same 
rules, he noted. 

"It gives the market some 
diversity but it keeps the mar
ket from being overwhelmed 
with foreign imports." 

SUMMER SWARM: At the height of the summer, 
the Saturday market in Centennial Park, is chocka
block with vendors, buyers and those just strolling 
through. Driftwood file photo by Derrick Lundy 

people can be jostled a little 
bit and enjoy all that humour 
on a nice summer day." 

There are approximately 
150 vendor spaces ranging 
from three to eight feet and 
another 25 spaces at the 
separate market in Gasoline 
Alley 

"Every year there are 

spaces available but it's a bit 
of a process to get them.~' 

Vendors get a senior
ity point for each time they 
attend the Centennial Park 
market and points are accu
mulated from year to year, 
he said. 

"There is always new ven
dors and there is always ven-

dors that decide they have 
to improve or change their 
product or they get creative 
because they are all artists." 

And every year there is 
more local produce avail
able, he said. 

"Lavender farms are start
ing to compete with the 
vineyards for space on Salt 
Spring and it makes for a 
very beautiful island." 

But because some people 
are overwhelmed by the 
aroma of lavender, vendors 
have been banned from 
spraying fragrances this sea
son, he noted. 

"Last year at the height, 
we had about 25 vendors 
selling produce that they'd 
grown themselves." 

While flowers, home can
ning and bedding plants will 
likely grace the market this 
week, visitors can look for
ward to greater harvests in 
the future. 

"As the season progresses, 
it gets better and better." 
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COMING SOON_ 

Coleman commonly 
receives reports from tour
ists and vendors that Salt 
Spring hosts one of the best 
markets anywhere. 

He compared the local 
market to the highly praised 
farmer's market in Santa 
Monica and the 1,000-year
old bazaar in Istanbul. 

BREAD AND CHEESE. FOR EASTERI 
10 am to 4 pm, Sunday, March 27 

"In time, Salt Spring can 
have the same thing." HANDMADE ISLAND CHEESE FLAT BREADS AND BAKED GOODS 

HOT FROM THE BREAD LADY'S 
WOOD FIRED BAKE OVEN 

AND ALL THE USUAL PINK BUNNIES, 
BLUE CHICKS & FLUFFY LAMBS 

Some people might 
complain about Saturday 
crowds in town, but Cole
man believes that the busy 
throng is part of the market's 
success. 

"They're laughing, they're 
happy ... For an hour or two, 

SALT SPRING ISLAND CHEESE 
Studio Tour #39 285 Reynolds Road 

SALT SPRING ISLAND BREAD CO. 
Studio Tour #42 251 Forest Ridge Road 

UR LADY OF GRACE 
CHURCH 
135 DRAKE RD. 
537~2150 

Holy Thursday N 7pm 
N 3pm Good Friday 

Easter Vigil 
Saturday, 
March26 
Easter Sunday 

N 7pm 
N lOam & 

12 noon 

Salt Spring Island 
UNITED CHURCH 

(Ill HEREFORDAVE.) 

invites you to join in their 

HOLY WEEK 
SERVICES 

Maundy Thursday, March 24th 

7:00 prri: Service of 
Foot Washing and Communion 

Good Friday, March 25th 
10:00 am: Worship Service including 

Chancel Drama 

Easter Sunday, March 27th 

7:00 am: Sunrise Service 
at Centennial Park 

8:00 am: Hot Cross Scones and Muffins 
10:00 am: Worship at Church including 

Flowering of the Cross 

Jioly Week and 
easter .Seroices 

March 24 - Maundy Thursday 
6:15pm- Foot Washing, Eucharist & 
Divesting of the Altar (All Saints') 

March 25 - Good Friday 
12:00 noon- Solemn Watch by the Cross 

(All Saints') 

March 26 - Holy Saturday 
9:30pm- The Great Vigil of Easter 

(All Saints') 

March 27 - Easter Sunday 
9:30am - Holy Eucharist (BAS) at All Saints.' 
I O:OOam- Holy Eucharist (BCP) at St. Mark's 
lO:OOam - Holy Eucharist (BAS) at St. Mary's 

THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF 
SALT SPRING.ISLAND 



PEOP NITY 

First Aid Aid 
Make sure your kit is ready for action. 

Need information about your prescription? Get it right here. 

SIDNEY PHARMACY LTD. 
656·1168 656·07 44 
2416 Beacon 2425B Bevan 

-itft. ·. ,.. Salt Spring Island Community Services 
- · 268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

537-9971 
ALL OF OUR SERVICES ARE FREE 

* 24 HR. CRISIS LINE: 
Toll free number: 1-866-386-6323. 
Caller is connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria. 

* EMERGENCY FOOD BANK: Open Tuesday 11-3. 

* COUNSELLING SERVICES: Crisis and short-term 
counselling provided by Community Workers. 

* ALCOHOL & DRUG PROGRAM: Prevention & 
treatment service is free & confidential. Acupuncture -
Detox Clinic. 

*FAMILY PLACE: PARENT & CHILD DROP IN: 
Please call for information and program hours 537-9176. 

* RECYCLE DEPOT: Open Tuesday - Saturday from ' 
10:00am-5pm, 349 Rainbow Rd., 537-1200. 

* COMMUNITY WELLNESS PROGRAMS 
COORDINATOR: Call Sharon Glover at 537-4607. 

* Emergency Mental Health Services available: 
4pm to midnight. Access is available through the 
Emergency Am at Lady Minto Hospital. 
Call: 538-4840 

THE LADIES' AUXILIARY 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

BRANCH 92 
is offering 

4 BURSARIES 
For Graduates of Gulf Islands Secondary School 
1. 2 X· $1,000 MARILYN RYLES MEMORIAL BURSARY 

FOR 2005 GRADUATES. 
2. 2 X • $1,000 BURSARY • CONTINUING EDUCATION 

FOR FORMER GISS GRADUATES. 
Send application by April 1, 2005 to: 

Legion Ladies Auxiliary, c/o GISS Counselling Office 
232 Rainbow Rd.,Salt Spring Island, B.C., V8K 2M3 

*Application details available at GISS Counselling Office 

PLEASE NOTE OUR 

Easter Holiday 
Schedule Change 

For the issue of: 

WEONESOAl: MARCH 30 
Display Ad Deadline: 

Spm, Thursday, March 24 

Classified Deadline: 
4pm, Monday, March 28 

Too Late to Classify Deadline: 
Noon, Tuesday, March 29 

OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25 
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Rosey Brenan beats leukemia 
with clinical cancer drug trial 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Rosey Brenan is cruising 
around Salt Spring in her 
white Mustang convertible 
and enjoying the sun with 
the top down, thanks to an 
innovative medicine devel
oped in part by B.C. cancer 
researchers. 

"Cancer research has given 
me my life back. It's just 
incredible. Statistically, I'm 
not supposed to be here." 

After facing a withering 
death, her life took a mirac
ulous turn due to ground
breaking medical develop
ments in the last few years. 

"I'm back to the work I 
love. I get to live on Salt 
Spring. I have time in Van
couver working, we are 
building our house, my kids 
are so happy. It has changed 
our lives completely. I am 
living breathing cancer 
research. I wouldn't be here 
if they didn't do cancer 
research; so I'm a huge sup
porter and fan." 

Brenan had few options 
for treatment when she was 
first diagnosed with chron
ic myelogenous leukemia 
almost five years ago, she 
said. The only known cure 
at the time was a high-risk 
bone-marrow transplant and 
'tissue samples from Ere
nan's sister- the one viable 
donor- did not match. 

Brenan took daily injec
tions of interferon to prolong 
her life, but the drug slowly 
destroyed her body until she 
was pulled off the medica
tion in 2001. 

LIVING CANCER RESEARCH: Islander Rosey Brenan (at 
left) opens the new $95-million B.C. Cancer Research 
Centre with premier Gordon Campbell (centre), Van
couver mayor Larry Campbell (at right) and various 
Other dignitarieS. Photo contributed 

"My body just couldn't 
tolerate it after six months 
and basically after that they 
said, 'We can manage your 
symptoms but you · don't 
have all that long. It will kill 
you."' 

But on March 1, 2004, 
she began a clinical trial of a 
new drug in Vancouver that 
literally saved her life. 

"Back then it didn't 
even have a name - only 
a number. Now it's famous 
the world over; it's even 
appeared on the cover of 
Time magazine. It's called 
Gleevec and it's a miracle of 
cancer research." 

Gleevac attacks the genet
ic malfunction that causes 
her specific type of cancer, 
she said. 

"I'm not technically in 
remission, but I might as 
well be." 

Five years ago, cancer was 
found in 95 per cent of her 
blood cells. But her most 
recent test showed leuke
mia in only 0.001 per cent 
of cells. 

"In other words, I'm fine. 
All I have to do is swallow 
six of these little pills each 
day - no chemo, no radia
tion, no surgery - and I'm 
going to go on being fine." 

The only side effect of 
Gleevac is some fatigue, she 
said. 

Unfortunately, research
ers have not yet been able to 
replicate the drug for other 
types of cancers, she said. 

"There's not like one bulls
eye that you can aim at with 
other cancers." 

And on March 1 of this 
year, Brenan offered support 
for further cancer research 
by speaking at the official 

opening of the B.C Cancer 
Research Centre (BCCRC) 
in Vancouver. 

"The new research cen
tre is amazing. They've got 
floors and floors of labs and 
all kinds of special equip
ment and they are attracting 
some of the best talents in 
the world." 

Brenan was joined by 
Premier Gordon Campbell, 
Vancouver mayor Larry 
Campbell, federal Minister 
of Industry David Emerson 
and numerous other digni
taries during the opening 
of the $95-million research 
centre. 

According to a press 
release from the B.C. Cancer 
Agency, the new 15-storey 
building provides a unique 
opportunity to increase the 
number of clinical and basic 
research teams brought 
together to address key 
issues in cancer control. 

Capacity will increase 
from the 318 researchers 
housed in the former research 
centre over the past 26 years 
to some 600 scientific and 
medical personnel. 

"They are doing incred
ible research there. We are 
so lucky. I'm told that if you 
are going to get cancer, B.C. 
is one of the best places to be 
because we have some of the 
best treatments and some of 
the best survival rates." 

Now that Brenan can 
resume cruising the island 
in her Mustang, it's clear she 
speaks from experience. 

Hedgerow discussion lined up for April 2 
On Saturday, April2, a wildlife biol- "Not only do they provide effective ing hedgerows and introduction of new 

ogist visits Salt Spring to give a free boundaries for livestock but they also ones. 
talk on the value and maintenance of act to deter erosion create windbreaks "The importance of hedgerows has 
hedgerows. and provide shelter for numerous forms been recognized in other countries and 

Markus Merkens, a wildlife biologist of wildlife, has resulted in legislation preventing 
with the Delta Farmland and Wildlife · their destruction and financial incen-
Trust, will speak at the Farmers Insti- Industrial-style agriculture has seen tives for their creation and mainte-
tute at 1 p.m. hedgerows removed to facilitate culti- nance." 

"For centuries, hedgerows have vation of ever-larger acreages, but the The April 2 workshop is co-span-
played an important part in the rural · small-scale farming and rural ambi- sored by the Islands Farmers Institute, 
landscape of England and many parts ence of Salt Spring are considered ide- Salt Spring Conservancy and the Salt 
of Europe," states a press release. ally suited to the maintenance of exist- Spring Hedgerow Society. 

Donation for the Scorpions 

Ken Marr of Windsor Plywood presents the GISS 
Scorpions Senior Girls Basketball with a cheque to help 

as space permits. 

Call Penny for details. 

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
is a 

OOetcome OOa9on 
COMMUNITY 

who will bring gifts & greetings 
along with helpful information 
about your new community! 

www.welcomewagon.ca 

w~~~~~-&bt-~~~~~<~o~~~~~1_.__:.off:.:.:s::.:e~t t:.:.;ra:.:v..:.e:..:l ::::c::. at the upcoming rovincials. 

537-8464 ~ 
\VELCOME,.. 
"~AGON 



In th~ H~alth fi~ld? Adv~rtis~ h~r~! 

Leslie Andrews, R.A. 
Registered 

Aroma therapist 

Limited space available 
for upcoming editions of 
To Your Health 
• Popular with readers 
• We'll tell your story 
• Great Rate 

Natu~al Spa 
r~eahne"ts 

Therapeutic 
Aromatherapy 

massage & oils 

Dr. Hauschka 
Products & Treatments 

BSalt 
Springs 
~ i' A RUOJH 

Nasya purities and 
nourishes delicate 

Nasya therapy includes 
eucalyptus steam 

inhalation and compress, 
face, head, JJeck and 
foot massage after membranes in the nose 

which a few drops of herbal connected to the senses 
Nasya oil are slowly of taste, smell, sight, and 

dropped into each nostril. hearing as welJ as touch and 
1460 North'EJ.:;;..;t. .. Road memozy, sharpening the inteJJect 

"'"'"'91111 · and creating a free rhythm ofbreath.tl 

Ayc.,·veda, Bodywork Health 

Spling 
.yecare 

Loc a te d at 

Salt Sp>'lng Centre of Yoga 
355 Bldckbw•" Road 

250-537-8443 
Ple ase visit tAS at: 

www.saltsp1'in9centl'e.com 
fo• yoga class sched ... les. 

Dr. Andrea N. Varju 
Optometrist 

158A Fulford-Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 

V8K2T8 

537-4356 

Aroma 
Therapy 

Vibrational science is the study of theforces that 
govern our universe as we perceive our existence in 
it. It is the awareness of how our. thoughts and what 
we intend manifests our physical reality. Aroma 
Crystal Therapy creates the opportunities to manifest 
healthcare products of excellence to serve in the 
healing of the planet. I create vibrationally potent 
broad-spectrum healthcare products by imprinting the 
subatomic particles of matter using vibrational tools. 
Science has proven that our thoughts affect every 
thing around us. 

Messages from Water by Masaru Emoto is a 
book illustrating pictures of water molecules taken 
before and after prayers and good intent were 
focused on them, proving our thoughts affect the 
crystalline potentials of the water. We are mostly 
vessels of water and are easily affected by all that 
make up our environment, positively or negatively. 
Quantum physics is the study of the nature of small 
sub-atomic particles. Vibrational science is about 
creating and directing these wave frequencies and 
the electromagnetic attraction of these particles with 
intent, sound, colour, Rife frequency protocols, and 
other vibrational tools to enhance ultimate. healing 

Sootentials of our products but the most important 
component is ... LOVE ... our first ingredient 

the intent to heal. 

Aroma Crystal Therapy 
201-149 Fulford-Ganges Road 

in Gasoline Alley 
(250) 538-1833 

L~ ... ' ,,, ~-.--· ~ ~
.«' 

~ .. ' ' ·---~ 
Day Spa & Healing Arts Center l:7y the Sea 

www.sklnsensatlons.com 
CLIENT APPRECIATION DAYS 

15% Off All Services 
except 45 min. massage and gift certiflcates 

Now offering acupuncture treatmente 

Phone: (250) 537-8807 

lc• AAro. ( I T The':pfR.~~~ 
VlbJ>otiOnOI MediCine 

- ''bur •••rctwi'tif'IHaiP:PGC:iu4;{$ 
tt'•t: '•r. VlbratlonaUy af.(.u~ .. ("'r 

brO.ad spectrum reSUlts- Find t;.,_f..)spec:;Jal 
Bunny qtn ~r your E.-stet' 8-isJCet~ 

201 - llf'l FULFORD GAnGES ROAD, GASOLinE ALLEY 
\INNI.aromacrystalcom • (250) 538-1833 

100% satisfaction guaranteed naturally 

GoLDEN SHIELD QI GONG 
Learn Energy Management Tecbni.ques 
Develop to the "Super Hell.lth'' Level 
Increase Bone Mass 
Detoxify Chemical & Emotional Imbalances 
Enhance the Body's Communication System 
Remove St.'lgflation \Vithln the .Meridian System 
Dcvdop the Human Energy Body Extremely Quickly 

FoR INFORMKI10N lA:lNTAC'l~ FP..l..ICn'Y K:f.::JJ.Y 
PH: 250-653-4864 OR EMAil.: FAKELLY@rill.US.NET 

THREE TRE.ASVRES ThAINING CENTRE, INC. 

2172 FULFORD-GANGES RD. SAJ:I' SJ'RJNG lsL.\ND, B.C. V8K 1Z7 

0 
Shaf"ot'\ C::.vat'\s 

Intuitive Life Coach 

(250) 653-4810 
Bo;x 4, Fulfol"'d Hcn•bm<t .. 

'B··itish Colwnbra, CANADr\ VSK 2P2 

Salt SllliRI 
Clledtcal SUIIPI14 

Home Health Care 
Sports Medicine 

Open 9:30·4:30 Mon·Fri 
125 Knott Place 

Off Rainbow Road 

537·1990 
.. .. w.<. ... • 

AcuPuNCTURE: 
MASSAGE: T HE:RAPY 

INFRARED SAUNA 
REFLEXOLOGY 

SHIATSU 
LNE:RGY WORK 

...., 
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BRIDGE BUILDERS: Aiming for a safe and dry route to their basketball court, 
Phoenix Elementary students are designing and building a bridge. Seen here are 
architect Benji Marchant and foreman Chris Newman (left to right at rear) with 
builders Zoe Hasenfratz, Kelsey Stichmann and Silas Flynn (front, left to right). 

•20words 
• 1 vehicle per ad 
• Pre-paid, non-refundable 
• Private party 
• Maximum 8 weeks 

Foreground: Chris & Darlene Hobbs 
chatting with Margaret Mqts 

New Homeless Shelter program 

Photo by Mitchell Sherrin 

On Thursday, March 17, Carolyn Maycock and Margaret Mots celebrated the 
opening of their new office located at 1206A Grace Point Square. 
The function was held at Artist's Bistro where the guests enjoyed the culinary 
skills of owner Stephan Pfaffenbichler. The Invis corporate team was in 
attendance including Meryll Goodman, Marketing Manager for Western 
Canada. Meryll and her team are responsible for coordinating the Angels in 
the Night program, which was created to assist the homeless. In 2003 their 
efforts resulted in over $100,000 being raised. 
Carolyn and Margaret will be introducing this special program to Salt Spring 
Island this year. Carolyn and Margaret can be reached at 537-9810. 

• • • ·. lnVIS . 
it Is your Salt Spring business celebrating a special event? 

Call the Driftwood's Publisher, Penny Sakamoto, for information on this feature. 537-9933. 

Looking at ways to handle 
too much stress in our lives 

Tests, 
exams, proj
ects , due 
dates (which '"T A T V APDlJf 
have a ten- 1~ 
den c y t 0 WITH LAURA STEWART 
creep up on 
you), soccer 
team tryouts, 
choir auditions, what to wear 
to the party on Friday night, 
the upcoming road test which 
you have to pass to get your 
"N"; the average high school 
student's stresses are never
ending. 

The question is: "How 
much stress is too much 
stress?" 

When I was in Grade 10, 
a mere year ago, stress was 
a foreign concept; a word I 
heard and tossed around but 
which never really came into 
play. 

I, being the optimistic 
young teenager, thought that 
I would be able to defeat 
stress before it ever even 
started; after all, it is Salt 
Spring, not Toronto, right? 
That, however, has not been 
the case. 

As I look around the 
school, I see more stressed 
faces walking through the 
halls every day; and mine 
cannot be discounted. Over 
the past year, for one rea
son or another, stress has 

become a reality from which 
it is hard to escape. 

So what is it that made that 
change? I could blame it on 
a lot of things; the shock fac
tor of Grade 11 homework, 
the four-day week, or even 
the host of extra-curricular 
activities calling my name. 
But is there only one thing 
that causes stress? I certainly 
don't think so! 

Dr. Peter Hanson, the 
author of The Joy of Stress, 
agrees with me. 

In his book, he claims 
that stress is brought on by 
multiple stressors and a few 
too many <?an be like the last 
piece of straw which topples 
the pile. 

According to him, we have 
to find a healthy balance of 
stressors. 

What is this balance, you 
might ask? Well, according 
to Dr. Hanson, our levels of 
stress don't necessarily have 
to be on the low side. He 
claims that stress is a good 
thing .. . as long as we don't 
overdo it. 

Now, upon reading this 
I thought, "Yeah, okay, but 
once the stresses start pil
ing up, it's hard to get rid of 
them!" 

Well, Dr. Hanson has some 
ideas about this too. He says 
we don't necessarily have to 
get rid of the stress in our 
lives; we just have to relieve 
it now and again. 

Now, the big question is, 
"What can we do?" Well, 
while everybody's ways of 
relieving stress are differ
ent, do some ways work bet
ter than others? Dr. Hanson 
suggests challenging our
selves to stress our bodies in 
different ways. Examples? 
Some suggestions in the 
book include white-water 
rafting, skydiving or moun
tain climbing. But, for the 
less adventurous of us out 
there, I'm always a big fan 
of singing along to a great 
'80s tune in the car with the 
stereo cranked up. 

So be it the big chemis
try test, the party on Friday 
night or the road test on Sat
urday, we need to find a way, 
our own personal trick, to 
alleviate these stresses. 

And whether it's jumping 
off a mountain or blasting 
the stereo, finding this trick 
isn't always easy, but once 
found, it sure can be fun! 

Surplus computer bits hauled off 
to April 3 Nanaimo 'amnesty day' 

Islanders wanting to get 
rid of old computer equip
ment have a chance to benefit 
from an April 3 Compucycle 
amnesty day in Nanaimo. 

People can drop off their 
monitors, printers, towers 
and other computer-relat
ed items for free at Coun
try Club Mall in Nanaimo 

.Are you a 
Woman in Business 

on Salt Spring Island? 

that day, or take advantage 
of a service being offered 
by Electronic Ark of Salt 
Spring. 

Debbie Fedoruk from the 
Electronic Ark, a comput
er sales, service and repair 
company, is going to the 
site on that day. She is will
ing to take islanders ' items 
to Nanaimo for a nominal 
charge to cover truck and 
trailer rental, gas and ferry 
expenses. 

"If Salt Springers would 
like to add to my load I 
expect I will need to rent 
a trailer or cube van and 
will ask $5 per computer, 
monitor or printer taken by 
me to Nanaimo," she said. 
"Any money collected above 
those costs will be donated 
to Compucycle." . 

A Cumberland-based 
computer recycling compa
ny, Compucycle's website is: 

www. valleylinks.net/ 
ewaste/index/html. Phone 
number is (250) 336-8136. 

Coming soon ••• 
SALT SPRING 

ISLAND'S 
COMMUNI1Y 
COOKBOOK 

Watch for details next week. 

Viewer1s choice; raffle , 
coffee & tea; bring your 

lunch on April 1 
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United Church sets 
· Easter week events· 

Salt Spring's United 
Church continues its cel
ebration of Easter Week 
with four special events. All 
members of the public are 
welcome to attend. 

• Maundy Thursday ser
vice at 7 p.m. is a brief ser
vice to commemorate the 
Last Supper Jesus had with 
his disciples whose feet he 
humbly washed. Commu
nion will be shared. 

• Good Friday service at 
10 a.m. A brief service to 
remember the day that Jesus 
was crucified. We will hear 
the voices of the disciples 
and the hammering of nails. 

• Sunrise service on Easter 

LETS EAT 

Sunday, 7 a.m. A brief ser
vice in Centennial Park to 
remember through readings 
and singing, the discovery of 
the resurrection of Jesus. A 
breakfast of hot-cross scones 
and muffins, coffee and tea, 
will be served at the church 
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. 

• Easter service, 10 a.m. 
Traditional Easter service, 
with joyous song and the 
flowering of the cross. Each 
congregant places a flower 
on the cross to show that by 
working together they can 
create an object of beauty 
from even the most dark and 
dreary thing. 

WITH LINDA KOROSCIL 

Easter Carrot Cake 

Carrot cake for Easter! 
Maybe not for bunnies but 
the best one I've found for 
my family! 

4 eggs ~ 
1 114 c. sugar 
11/2 c. oil 
1/2 c. Grand Marnier 
1 tsp. vanilla 
2 1/2 c. flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1 1/2 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. each nutmeg and 
cinnamon 
2 c. carrots, grated 
1 c. crushed pineapple 
1 c. walnuts, toasted 
1 c. flaked coconut 
1 c. raisins, washed well 

Butter three 1 0-inch
round cake pans lined with 
parchment. Beat eggs and 

Jacob Schweda at 

sugar until creamy and light, 
add oil, liqueur and vanilla. 
Sift dry ingredients together 
and add to egg mixture. Stir 
in carrots, pineapple, nuts, 
coconut and raisins. Bake at 
350 degrees for 25 minutes 
or until done. Cool, wrap 
each cake with plastic, leav
ing parchment paper. Chill 
for two hours. 

MILLER'S KIDS: Gulf Islands School District's most 
senior teacher - Deborah Miller - celebrates her 
last day of teaching after 35 years with a few of her 
friends at Salt Spring Island Middle School on Thurs
day. Photo by Mitchell Sherrin 

tax••talk 
···a ··r;ublic···se.rvice .. of··•.r&R.sio<:r· 

Icing 

Top-spot bowlers 
of the week named 

Q. I gave my 1 0-year-old son a Canada Savings 
Bond for his birthday. Now I'in told that I have 
to report the interest it earns on my tax return. 
Is this true? · 

A. Yes. You must report the income from any 
property you give to a child under 18 who is 
related to you. This "attribution" rule prevents 
taxpayers from artificially reducing their income 
by splitting assets among different family 
members. The attribution rules ordinarily 

1 1/2 c. cream cheese, soft 
1/2 c. butter, soft 

High scores in recent 
bowling league play were: 

5 c. icing sugar, sifted 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 tbsp. orange zest 
1 tbsp. lemon juice 
1 c. walnuts or coconut, 

toasted 

Circus League: Doreen 
Hewitt, 212; Connie Hardy, 
218. 

Seniors, Tues., March 15: 
Ken Robinson, 259; Carol 
Kaye, 210, 209; Dorothy 
Sloan, 200. 

HIGH 
ROLLERS 

Elliot, 161; Jason Newport, 
170. 

apply until the year in which the child turns 18. 
However, they do not apply to income arising 
from investment of the child tax benefit, 
provided the money is deposited into an 

1/2 tsp. almond extract 
Beat cheese and butter. 

Legio-n League, Thurs. account in the child's name. 

Above Barb's Buns 
SA-121 McPhillips Ave. 

CALL 538·0919 
H&R BLOCK 

Add remaining ingredients 
except nuts. Beat until fluffy. 
Ice between each layer, top 
and sides, then with nuts or 
coconut. Chill before serving. 

Special Olympics, Wed., 
March 16: Mahjor Bains, 
143; Andrew Krizon, 146; 
Gloria Dale, 156; Stewart 

March 17: Ken A., 281, 
232, 663; Myles W., 203; 
Dennis, 205; Ken D., 214, 
224-607; Ron W., 218; 
Harold, 255. Drop by for a discussion on taxes and a cup of coffee. 

Chintz & Company 
Thrifty Foods Salt Spring Island 
Summit Rehabilitation, Victoria 
Bantel Construction 
FXR Systems 
SPCA Salt Spring Island 
Avanti Glass 
Starfish Glass, Victoria 
UVIC Theatre Dept. 
Chemainus Theatre 
Elevation Design Studio 
S.A.L.T.S. 
CFUV- Radio U-Vic 
Ganges Village Market 
Foxglove Farm and Garden 
Macaroni Grill 
North End Fitness 
Saturna Sea Kayaking 
Squadron #443 Helicopters 
Vesuvius Store 
UVIC, Psychology Dept. 
West Coast College of Massage Therapy 
Moby's Pub 
Contour Media 
CITR Radio UBC 
Vic High Art Department 
TW Design, Jewelry making 
Island Escapades 

C. Research) 
Salt Spring Fire Department 
Salt Spring Veterinary Services Destrube Photography 
Mouat's Housewares Class of the Titans 
Summit Rehabilitation,Nanaimo Lyle's Place, Victoria 
Koko Productions Salt Spring Coffee Company 
Oro Landscaping & Construction ABC Kindergarten 
Jack FM, Victoria Island Star Video 
Westshore RCMP RCMP Ganges 
Salt Spring Books SIMS Athletics 
St. P.a~l's ~ospital Hillside Veterinary Clinic 
Calvm s Bistro Gulf Islands Driftwood 
Gulf Excavating UVIC Biochemistry Dept 
City of ~ictori~, Mayor's Office Gary 'Lunn's Constituenc~ Office 
Mountam Equ1pment Co-op B k h. S .t. . er s 1re ecun 1es 
Teckcomlnco CFAX Radio COOL FM 
360 Board Shop . ' 
Pacific Space Centre Salt Spnng Payless 
Skin Sensations Arts Club Theatre, Vancouver 
Gulf Islands Veterinary Clinic Cypress.Mountain . 
Auntie Peste's Spencers Excavatmg 
Lady Minto Hospital Preston's Chevrolet, Olds, Cadillac 
Helen Lefeaux Fashion School Harbour House Hotel, Porter's 
Glad's Ice Cream Monday Publications 
Shining Sky Gallery, jewellery making Ironic Developments 
Robert Barnard Architect Imagen Communications 
The Open Door, Victoria Salt Spring Soapworks 

Kyla McColm at 
Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce 

Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce Jack'n Lefty Recording & 
Pharmasave Uptown Multimedia 

Gary Lunn 's Constituency Office Villadsen Construction 
U-Vic Vikes Men's Soccer 
UVIC Athletic Therapy 

B-Side Clothing West of the Moon 

OUR COMMUNITY 
INVESTING IN TODAY'S , 
YOUTH •.• TOMORROW'S. 

Ganges Coast Guard B.C. Maritime Museum 
Coastline Surf and Sport Salt Spring Sheet Metal 

LEADERS! 

_} 

-~ 
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Iverson tops B.C. squash players, 
even without a court on Salt Spring Squash, 

anyone? By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Salt Spring's Kristen Iver
son might not have access 
to a local squash court, but 
she won't let that stop her 
from crowning her achieve
ments as the top player in the 
province. 

"Most normal people 
move off the island if they 
like squash," Iverson said. 

But the 14-year-old Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
student is hardly just "nor
mal." 

She won the B.C. Junior 
Open Squash Champion
ships on March 13, her club 
team won a gold medal in a 
competition on March 6 and 
she took the top B.C. score at 
the Pacific Northwest Junior 
Championships in Victoria / 
on February 20. 

"She faced some tough 
competition," said her father 
Scott Iverson. 

straight games over Dary I 
Thompson (18'h nationally 
among U15 girls) and beat 
Shelby Wiswell (16th nation
ally among U 15 girls) in 
three straight games. 

Last year, Iverson also won 
a silver medal at the B.C. 
Winter games in February 
and took a third-place fin
ish at the Evergreen Squash 
Tournament in November. 

Iverson's recent achieve
ments will likely catapult her 
to the top spot in B.C. from 
15th-place among juniors in 
January. 

She's also been making 
moves against adults, where 
she was ranked !79th nation
ally in January. 

Iverson's already ascended 
from the B to C divisions last 
year and is ready to make 
a move on top amateur A
level competitors after her 
performance at the Victoria 
City Club Championships 
this week. 

It's an interesting curiosity that Salt Spring harbours 
the top junior squash player in the province even though 
you can't find a squash court on the island. 

So with an eye toward netting a court in future, B.C. 
junior squash champion Kristen Iverson and her father 
Scott would like to make a list of players or potential 
players. 

"You might mention that it is the best sport in the 
world," Scott smiled during an interview. 

He hopes space can be set aside on the Rainbow Road 
recreation site for a couple of21-by-32-foot courts. 

"We need to establish a potential estimate of how 
many people would use a squash court," Scott said. 

"Is it just the five of us that we know of or are there 
35 or 50 of us?" 

Both Scott and Kristen would be interested in coach
ing beginners if people wanted to take up the sport, 
they noted. 

But the Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) 
would need to hear about a significant number of play
ers to see if it would be worth reserving a footprint for 
a court, he said. 

PARC is already planning for an indoor pool and ten
nis facility at the Rainbow Road complex. So saving a 
footprint for squash is not a big step at this time, said 
PARC operations manager Dave Gibbon. 

"If there is interest on the island, it's good to let it be 
known." 

SQUASH CHAMPION: Even though B.C. Junior Squash 
Champion Kristen Iverson can't find a local court, she 
encourages islanders to try "the best game in the 
WOrld." Photo by Mitchell Sherrin 

At the B.C. Junior Open, 
held in Vancouver March 
11-13, Iverson beat White
horse's Jane Bell (ranked 
fifth nationally among U13 
girls) by 3-1, she won three 

But she only has access to 
squash facilities on week
ends when she trains. 

"She makes good use 
of her time," Scott Iverson 
said. 

Island squash players or islanders interested in learn
ing about the sport are encouraged to send an e-mail 
titled "squash" to the PARC office (parc@saltspring. 
com). 

Two FC players suspended for 'violent conduct' 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

During a time when referees are 
getting international headlines for 

·· death threats, Salt Spring is facing 
its own challenges with officials. 

Salt Spring FC's division-! men 
took a serious blow when two play
ers received multiple-game sus
pensions on March 13. 

"It's really disappointing when 
we are hoping to go to the provin
cials," said FC team captain Chris 
Jason. 

"We're the big guys on the team. 
It tl)kes away our size." 

He received a seven-game sus
pension for a "pushing match" he 
had with a Gorge player at Portlock 
Park on March 13. 

"There were no punches thrown 

and there were half a dozen Gorge 
guys on me," Jason said. 

But Jason's brother Harrison was 
docked 30 games and given a one
year suspension after he allegedly 
"turned the referee by the shoulder 
to ask him a question," Jason said. 

"It's craziness. That's a year and 
a half." 

The 30-game suspension is the 
most significant discipline action 
in the Vancouver Island Soccer 
League (VISL) next to a penalty 
of 99 games to another player "for 
poking an official," Jason said. 

"They don't want any kind of 
contract on a referee." 

According to the VISL website, 
another Salt Spring division-5 
men's player received a red card for 
his third caution of the season on 

March 14. 
And Old Boys coach Fraser 

Hope reported that Kerry Walker 
received a yellow card and sub
sequent red card for leaving the 
field of play without the referee's 

· permission when he broke his arm 
in a match against Bays United in 
Victoria on March 13. 

"Seems like a bad couple of days 
with officialdom for SSFC," Hope 
said. 

In the international arena, Swed
ish referee Anders Frisk retired 
this week after he received death 
threats from officiating a game 
in the UEFA champion's league; 
Southampton midfielder David 
Prutton was banned for I 0 matches 
earlier after he pushed and abused 
a referee following a red card; and 

Hearts' Lithuanian player Saulius 
Mikoliunas was also banned for 
eight matches for barging a lines
man and swearing. 

While closer to home, the Jason 
brothers learned they will not be 
able to play in the May tournament 
on Salt Spring, and the missed 
games will not count toward the 
susp·ension total, Chris Jason said. 

The brothers are going through a 
league appeal process, he said. 

Salt Spring's head official Mal
colm Legg could only offer limited 
comments. 

"The difficulty for me in trying 
to comment on this situation is: 
one, I was not present at th~ inci
dent; two, I have no access to what 
the referee wrote up about the inci
dents as they occurred; and three, I 

would not want to bias any decision 
made with an 'off the cuff' com
ment about these suspensions." 

Suspensions are based on the 
referee's report of the incident, the 
referee's interpretation of the inci
dent in context to the situation and 
previous infractions on record with 
the league, Legg said. 

Chris Jason's suspension could 
be based on. the referee's report, 
while Harrison Jason's suspension 
might hl}ve been set by VISL or BC 
Soccer for his conduct towards the 
referee, Legg suggested, stressing 
that he is only making a guess. 

"Please make sure you under
stand that violent conduct, verbal 
abuse and/or assault of game offi
cials is treated much more severely 
than a regular red card offence." 

SOCCER 
KICKS 

weekend as they went do\vn 
4-2 to Cowichan. 

The local squad benefitted 
from excellent goal tending 
by Logan McLeod. · 

The two goals were scored 
early in the game by Kirsty 
Girard, who just got the ball 

in the corner of the net, and a 
beautiful goal by Kloe Hol
mes. 

The game also saw great 
work on defence by Delaney 
Johnson. 

• Salt Spring's U12 boys 
recently finished their sea
son with a game against Pen
ninsula. 

It could not have been a 
better ending. The game was 
tense, with each team scor
ing one after the other. 

The Salt Spring team 
played incredibly well. They 
supported each other and 
communicated throughout 
the game. 

technical director Sue Spen
cer showed, their confidence 
and knowledge in themselves 
was impressive, and encour
agement from the sidelines 
resulted in a great end to the 
season. 

• It was an unfortunate 
loss for U13 Salsa girls last-

+IJ.Iackbur 
C_3)Vleadows 

GOLF COURSE 

The whole team played a 
great game. 

The skills they learned 
under soccer association 
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SOCCER STARS: At top left, a group 
of young Salt Spring soccer players dis
cuss the latest developments in the 
international soccer scene as they pause 
between Saturday morning activities at 
Portlock Park. Above, Salt Spring Soccer 
Association Technical Director Sue Spen
cer gets it all going. Below, Thomas Sim
mons balances a ball on his head. 

Photos by Derrick Lundy 

Scorpions sting 
first opponents 

Scorpions soccer players 
from Gulf Islands Second
ary School kicked off their 
season with two wins last 
week. 

Scorpion senior girls beat 
Brentwood College 4-2 on 
March 15 and the junior 
boys beat Stelly 's by 3-2 
in an exhibition match on 
March 16. 

"It was a pretty good 
team effort," said senior 

. girl Michelle Proctor. "We 
played well together." 

Avery Brown, Meaghen 

Drummond, Jill Foley and 
Britta Rustad scored for the 
senior girls, while Amber 
Reid tended net. 

"A lot of players played 
positions we'd never played 
before," said Emily Myers. 
"It was interesting for me at 
least." 

Coaches Navid Niazi and 
Lyall Ruehlen wanted to see 
how they would perform in 
new roles, she said. 

Information was not avail
able about the junior boys 
game. 

1ka11i. qr;u! 
The Gulf Islands Secondary Senior Girls Basketball 
team would like to thank the following individuals 
and businesses for their generous donations: 

Harbour Food Market Myles Wilson 
Flowers and Wine Sports Traders 
Island Star Video Hazenboom Construction 
Pharmasave Windsor Plywood 
Harlan's Chocolates Save On Gas 
Radio Shack Karen Dakin 
Luigi's Apple Photo 
Embe Bakery Canadian Sable Fish 
B-Side Association 
Salt Spring Propane Nairn Howe 
Lynne Fraser Jim Proctor 
Mouat's Hardware Ganges Garment 
North End Fitness Company 

SOCCER WIND-UP: Cassandra Marr holds up her "hardware" 
after participating in end-of-season activities. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Athletics test Dragons team 
Despite effective jockey

ing, Salt Spring Dragons 
couldn't muscle Victoria 
Athletics over-30 women off 
a 2-0 win at the lower high 
school field on Sunday. 

"It was a more physical 
game than we've played in a 
while," said player manager 
Joanne O'Connor. 

Salt Spring competed 
against the over-30 women 
as their latest match up for 
the Doug Day Cup. 

"They had three or four 

really big women that had 
strong kicks." , 

The Athletics scored their 
first goal on a play that could 
have been called on an offen
sive foul, O'Connor said. 

"But their second goal was 
a nice clean goal with good 
passing," she said. 

Jill Alaers, still nursing 
an injury, did a great job in 
net and made tons ·of saves, 
O'Connor said. 

"All around, everyone did 

a good job." 
Salt Spring also managed 

some clean shots on the Vic
toria net and Mardon Dary 
had a few scoring opportuni
ties, she said. 

"Like most teams we've 
played this year, they had 
good skills. And they also 
played the offside trap." 

The Dragons also did a 
good job of utilizing jockey
ing skills they've been work
ing on in practices, she said. 

Antique Furniture 
Clearance Sale 

20°/o off one day only 
March 26 • 10 am.- 3 pm 

Salt Spring Island Antiques 
#21 ~ 315 Upper Ganges Road 

537~ 7861 

Calling, all grandparents! 
A special spring celebration In the 
Aprll27 edition of The Driftwood 
Photos and payment of $9.99 (plus .70 GST) 
must be ncelved In our office~ no later than 
Monday~ April 18th. 
All grandklds featured will be entered 
In a random draw for: 
• one of two $125.00 term deposits In the 

grandchild's name from Island Savings 
(some conditions apply) 

• ~75.00 gift certificate to Ganges Garment 
Company 
for Oshkosh brand clothes up to size 6X. 

"ISLAND SAVINGS 

" 

.. --. 
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'Miss-trick' highlights win 
. A depleted Sooke team 

helped Salt Spring FC's Old 
Boys return to their winning 
ways at the lower high school 
field on Sunday. 

An attacking formation 
of Antonio Alonso, Mike 
Brown and Chris Cotterell 
(compared to the Trident line 
favoured by Juventus) paid 
off handsomely, said coach 
Fraser Hope. 

"Alonso carefully calcu
lated all the angles and tra
jectories to swerve a cross 
ball off the backside of a 
Sooke defender and into the 
net for the first Salt Spring 
goat" 

SAUNDERS 
1784 Island Hwy. Victoria 

Across from J.D.F. Rec Centre 
T-11 r:--- I_OOO_OQO_QQ I I A7A O~H ~ 

Numerical superiority and 
skill enabled the Old Boys 
to increase their lead with 
fine goals from Cotterell (2), 
Brown and Graham Tweddle, 
Hope said. 

Alonso also scored two 
more goals, one with a pow
erful shot from 25 metres 
into the top left corner of 
the goal, to earn a "miss 
trick" - which is not quite 
a natural hat-trick, Hope 
said. 

The coach was so 
impressed by Alonso's per
formance that he immediate
ly substituted him for Dami
an Brazier, "to great cheers 

from the massed watching 
crowds." 

Brazier, returning from a 
period of injury recupera
tion, impressed all with his 
"gutsy" performance -
leaving all of his effort on 
the field of play." 

Following a first half vic
tory of 7-0, two Old Boys 
and the assistant referees 
joined the Sooke squad for 
a friendly second half scrim
mage. 

Salt Spring still has a 
mathematical chance to win 
the Masters' C Division 
if they win their two final 
games. 

Disc ties force playoffs 
Playoffs settled multiple 

ties at the Locals Monthly 
Disc Golf Tournament at 
Mouat Park on Sunday. 

Ted Hickford won a playoff 
for first place in the A-flight 
when he tied Scott Chap
man at 94 after two rounds 
of play (14 under par). 

Mike Boughton then won 
the third place playoff after 
he tied Gordon Murphy at 
96. 

In the B-flight, Tanya Van 
Ginkle hit a par 108 to win 
cleanly. 

But high-low doubles saw 
a three-way tie. 

In the end, a drive by Nel
son Teskey on the third hole 
won out after he shot a 43 

SHE IS ON HER WAY. 

ON A Q\JIE.T DAY, l 
CANHEARHER 

BREATHING. 
ARUNDHA'l'JROY 

DISC 
SPIN 

with his partner Chapman. 
Also shooting 43s in the 

doubles competition were 
partners Hickford and Bart 
Sutherland, and Murphy and 
Eric Vanderwekken. 

Sutherland also aced hole 
#12 during individual play 
and Brian Bleskie aced hole 
#5. 

Joah Chlopan out-rolled 
Murphy to win a closest-to
the-pin competition. 

Disc golfers will gather 
for Random Doubles play at 
11 a.m. Sunday. 

fNER. YTl:llNG ORGA.,.liJC rot morningside roa.d 
-!" fulford barbour, salt Sf'ri1lg island 

ALL THE TIME. •• YU.M :a J o • 6 s , • 4 .. , 4 

6:20am 
8:00am* 
10:00am 
12:00 noon 
2:00pm 
4:00pm 
6:00pm 
8:00pm 

--~-=:11 

*except Sun 

7:10am* 
9:00am 
11:00am 
1:00pm 
3:00pm 
5:00pm 
7:00pm 
9:00pm 

SELECT SHOOTER: Women's division-3 player Ruth 
Singbeil takes a shot on Gorge during a 4-0 Salt 
Spring Selects win at Portlock Park on Sunday. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Wood plants four 
in Selects' match 

A Gorge keeper became a 
magnet for shots from Salt 
Spring Selects division-three 
women during a Doug Day 
Cup game at Portlock Park 
on Sunday. 

While the Selects won by 
4-0, they actually didn't play 

- all that well, · said manager 
Betsy Johnston-Hill. 

"There must have been 20 
goal chances but they just 
kept kicking them straight at 
their goalie." 

Gorge only had nine 
players (against 12 from 
Salt Spring) and they were 
forced to throw a striker in 
net since their regular keep
er was absent, Johnston-Hill 
noted. 

"It was almost "like she 
was a target." 

Thea Woods scored all 
four goals, two in each half, 
she said. 

Johnston-Hill noted cen
tre-midfielder Ruth Sing
beil, winger Jill Foley, left 
defender Jesse Wilson and 
sweeper Kelly Kerr for par
ticularly strong games. 

Thanks to aggressive 
attacks and effective defense, 
keeper Becky Acheson only 
caught a few balls, Johnston
Hill said. 

"Poor Becky just stood 
there freezing." 

While Salt Spring is unde
feated in Doug Day Cup 
games, the local team still 
needs a large goal ratio to 
advance to the quarter finals 
on April 8, she said. 

With Family Plans, everybody 
shares the plan. Not the phone. 

I .. 1 .. 7·A .. 
·: ~ 
r :s 
:.. ~. -

Nokia 3205 Kyaceno 
video/camera phone K494 

Somsun lG4600 
A550 

Buy any phone and get 
one of these phones FREE* 

Wtth TELUS family Plans: 
• Call each other for tree• 2 can share from 
• Share lots of included minutes 
• Get extras like Voice Mail. $35/month** 

Call Wailing & Conference Calling 

0 BCFERRIES 
Salt Spring Island Schedule 
VESUVIUS BAY - CROFTON 

CROSSING TIME: 20 MINUTES 
YEAR-ROUND SCHEDULE 

LEAVE VESUVIUS BAY LEAVE CROFTON 
• 7:00am u 4:00 pm *7:30 am 
x 8:00 am 5:00 pm 8:30 am 

9:00 am 6:00 pm # 9:30am 
10:00am 7:00pm 11:10am 
11:40 am 8:40 pm 12:10 noon 

n 12:40 pm 9:40pm 1:10pm 
1:40pm +10:35pm 2:15pm 
3:00 pm 3:30 pm 

· 4:30pm 
5:30pm 
6:30pm 
8:10pm 
9:10pm 

10:05pm 
+11:05pm 

u Wed. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailing. No passengers. 
n The Mon. & Thurs. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings. No passengers. 

# Mon.: ~!.d &~u;~_:aili~~-~i~~:!;£1~c"~~~~d_a~ger?~s-~!J.o~a!~~gs:. N~_P.a~s~~~:r~: -•· .. 
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Gymnasts 
jutnp into 
action 

The Salt Spring Gymnas
tics Association garnered 
impressive results when 
it sent seven girls to Port 
Alberni this weekend to 
compete at the Mt. Arrow
smith Invitational meet. 

In the Provincial Begin
ner category Madison Greg
gains competed as an Argo 
and placed 6th on bars, 8th 
on floor, 1Oth on vault and 
9th all around. Sarah Robin
son competed as a Beginner 
Tyro and placed 7th on bars, 
7th on floor, 9th on vault and 
1Oth all around. 

Samantha Brunt and 
Rachel Drummond both 
competed as Level 1 Tyros 
and had great results. 

Brunt placed 11th on both 
vault and beam, while Drum
mond earned a silver medal 
on vault, placed 6th on bars 
and beam, and finished 7th 
overall. 

She also was awarded a 
trophy for the Most Dynam
ic Vault. 

In the Level 1 Novice Cat
egory three gymnasts com
peted for Salt Spring. 

Kaitlin Brunt earned a 
silver medal for her perfor
mance on the balance beam 
and placed 4th on floor and 
6th all around. Tess Edding
ton took 7th place on beam, 
8th on both vault and bars, 
and placed 8th all around. 

Katrina Villadsen placed 
6th on bars, 7th on vault, 
1Oth on beam and bars and 
9th all around. 

The group also took third 
place in the team competi
tion, and was awarded indi
vidual medals as well as a 
trophy for their efforts. 

The entire gymnastics team 
will be traveling to Delta in 
six weeks to compete in the 
Delta Invitational. 

HOOPS FOR HEARTS: Sisters Caitlin and Sean Cun
ningham (left to right) help the Canadian Heart and 
Stroke Foundation collect $4,500 with a local Hoops 
For Heart fund raiser. Photo by Mitchell Shernn 

Big hearts fill up 
fundraiser hoops 

Local youth slam dunked another Hoops for Heart 
fundraiser with $4,500 collected by students at Salt Spring 
Island Middle School (SIMS) on March 9. 

"When I told the Heart and Stroke Foundation, they were 
pleasantly surprised," said local organizer Caitlin Cun
ningham, who is also a Grade 11 student at Gulf Ishmds 
Secondary School (GISS). 

She organized the local event along with approximately 
10 other GISS students from the Leadership class. 

"We set a $25 minimum, which was quite low given how 
much came in." 

Of some 35 students who participated, several collected 
more than $500 and Cunningham's 12-year-old sister Sean 
raked in $700. 

"She and a couple of friends just stood outside Thrifty 
Foods and the GYM (Ganges Village Market)." 

Participants collected pledges from the community, 
participated in some fun basketball events during two and a 
half hours and raised a lot of money in the process, Cun
ningham said. 

"That is wonderful, especially for such a small school," 
said B.C. Heart and Stroke Foundation community cam
paign coordinator Jennifer Wong. 

In addition to schools that raise large pledges, the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation likes to recognize small communi
ties that show "big hearts," Wong said. 

GET A FLOOR YOU'LL ADORE. End of the Roll brings 
you low prices on a great selection of laminate flooring, 
not to mention vinyl, carpet and more. You'lllove our style, 
and our prices will floor you. 

8 MM LAMINATE 12 3 MM LAMINATE LAMINATE TILE 

$14~ $2!9 End~~Rall 
Discount Carpet & Floormg 

$~ 
REG. $2.49 REG. $3.99 REG. $3.99 

Take it home today! Coli: 250-701-9191 
Special financing available OAC. 

5880 York Road, Duncan 
(the comer of York & Beverly next to General Pamt) 

,~-

Local 
archers 
snag top 
honours 

Three Salt Spring archers 
hit the podium when they 
attended the Abbotsford 
Junior Olympic Program 
Indoor Championships on 
March 13. 

Cameron Balogh (8) 
placed second among junior 
archers and advanced to the 
Bowmen division when he 
shot scores of 130 and 155. 

Kayla Pultke (9) was also 
promoted when she placed 
second among expert archers 
with scores of 192 and 180: 

Pultke jumped up to join 
the champion bowman divi
sion. 

And her brother, Eric 
Pultke (11), placed third in 
expert bowmen with scores 
of 116 and 117. 

LARGE NAVEL 40 LB CASE 

GES39¢LB 

63¢LB 
PLE$169 

$14.so !FRESH 
50 LB CASE BROCCOLI 

QR\tlti'S 
0\.0 f"S\\\01~0 

$21.95 
40 LB CASE 

GRIMM'S 
TURKEY BREAST 

GRIMM'S PIZZA "~-
99

$ \PEPPERONI & SALAMI 
l '\00\l 

.J 

..-
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Island Olympian rows 
Thames in historic-race 

Olympic silver medallist 
Barney Williams will row 
with Oxford against Cam
bridge in the historic Univer
sity Boat Race in England on 
Sunday. 

"I don't believe there 
has ever been a Salt Spring 
native compete in the race," 
Williams said. 

Oxford and Cambridge 
have competed with eight
person rowing crews over 
6.8 kilometres on the River 
Thames for 175 years. 

every reason 
to expect a 
fierce battle 
for 17 min
utes," said 
Williams. 

Unlike 
the Thames 
race, Wil
li.ams' pre- Williams 
VlOUS row-
ing experience has been in 
2,000-metre lanes with four
mao crews. 

confidence in our teammates 
that we will respond to any 
situation together." 

Williams (28) lived on 
Salt Spring as a child, won 
a silver medal in the Ath
ens 2004 Olympics and now 
attends Oxford University as 
a law student. 

His wife Buffy, also a 
rower, won a bronze medal 
at the 2000 Olympics and 
attends Oxford as a student 
in health sciences. 

"It is going to be very 
intense and now that we know 
the lineups - which include 
seven Olympians between 
the two crews - there is 

"With the race being so 
long we must create a strong 
rhythm which will not break 
down under pressure from 
the opposition. We also need 
to have complete trust and 

"I definitely want to note 
that it is very cool to be a 
Canadian over here and that 
I am pumped to represent the 
west coast in this sporting 
tradition," Williams said. 

OUT AND ABOUT ON TO AND AGAIN: Ross Mcleod enjoys an excursion 
in his boat To And Again on a sunny day on Salt Spring. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Sun sees Ultimate discs return for friendly scrimmages 
Islanders interested in trying 

new team sports and or throwing 
discs are invited to join friendly 
scrimmages with the Salt Spring 
Ultimate Club (SUC). 

Sunny skies have already seen 

co-ed club members of varying 
ages throwing discs over the past 
two weeks in preparation for the 
Ultimate tournament season. 

Ultimate is a seven-aside non
contact team sport where a disc is 

passed from player-to-player up a 
field to be caught in an end zone to 
score points. 

Noted for outlandish costumes 
and good cheer, sue has won 
numerous spirit awards (but not 

6 Great Flavoursl 
• Rich Shea Butter 
• Pure Sea Salts 

quite so many games) at festive 
tournaments in Nanaimo, Victoria 
and Vancouver over the past three 
years since its inception, said team 
captain Mitchell Sherrin. 

position are recommended (but not 
required). 

The group meets 4:30 p.m. 

Cleats, water and an athletic dis-

Wednesdays and 11 a.m. Sundays 
at the Salt Spring Elementary 
School field. 

SIMS grins 
in basketball 
tourney victory 

Smiling girls from Salt 
Spring Island Middle School 
(SIMS) swept the Central 
Vancouver Island AA pre
midget basketball champi
onship on March 16. 

Fresh from an exhibition 
match win over Qualicum 
Beach Middle School (34-
24) on March 15, the SIMS 
Grade 7 girls hosted the 
six-team event and won two 
straight games. 

"Our first game against 
Queen of Angels was a tough 
match. The play was a bit 
rougher than our team was 
expecting and at half time 
the score was tied at 1 0-10," 
said SIMS co-coach Karen 
Hosie. 

But cheers of "Smile on 
Defence" helped the team 
focus on their own mental 
game, Hosie said. 

"They started the second 
half with a gut full of posi
tive strength and ended win
ning the game 24-14." 

SIMS also won their sec
ond game by 22-2 agynst 
Quarnichan. 

effort ... At the end [fellow 
coach] Sandy Harkema and 
I were speechless," Hosie 
said. 

The coaches celebrated 
team highlights: 

Defensive stars Elea
nor Brouard and Adriane 
Harkema used their height 
skillfully to dominate on 
the boards and Kate Hosie's 
tenacious hand and footwmk 
kept Quamichan's strongest 
player from shooting. 

Nicole Toutant's sprint
ing ability enabled quick 
transition from defence to 
offence and Cassie Bascom 
cut through opposition to 
find open spots and spread 
the floor. 

Meanwhile, Kayley-Rae 
Nelson, Erica Rimmer and 
Kirstie Girard displayed 
agile dribbling skills that 
continually opened up scor
ing opportunities with drives 
to the basket. 

For Bath & Shower 
"The team started this 

game with focus and a huge 

Three other SIMS teams 
also competed in the tourna
ment, including a Grade 7 
boys team, and one each of 
girls' and boys' teams domi
nated by Grade 6 players. 

finis 
crub I 

COMING SOON_ 


