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OFFICIAL START TO CHRISTMAS: It must be the season - above Santa arrives 
via Harbour Air during Salt Spring's annual Driftwood-sponsored Light -Up fes
tivities last weekend; while at right, siblings El la and Tajo Fisher attend a 
Monday night advent ceremony at the Salt Spring Centre. PhotosbyoerrickLundy 

Concerns cloud pulp mill 
open house meeting event 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

A batch of islanders 
pressed pulp-mill representa
tives at a Crofton open house 
Thursday to learn more 
about Norske Canada's plans 
to burn coal, used tires and 
railwa-y ties as alternative 
fuels in the mill 's hog-fuel 
boilers. 

But even though company 
representatives attempted to 
address islanders' questions 
about the alternative-fuels 
trial plan, the Salt Spring 
contingent returned with 
even greater concern about 

the pulp-mill industry. 
"This was an eye-opener. I 

feel like my head was stuck 
in the sand," said organic 
farming writer Michael 
Ableman after his visit to the 
open house. 

"Here we are, a group of 
neophytes, and we are sup
posed to be satisfied with all 
we need to know after 
attending that open house," 
said Ron Hawkins. 

"I know 100 per cent more 
than I did before, which was 
nil," noted Elizabeth White. 

Norske Canada employees 
said they had a difficult time 

dispelling community con
cerns and suspicions at the 
alternative-fuels trial open 
house. 

"This is a hard sell. I'm 
telling you that burning coal 
and tire-derived fuels (TDF) 
and railway ties is good for 
the environment," said 
Norske Canada environmen
tal director Graham Kissack. 

While the concept might 
sound crazy, the process has 
been found to improve emis
sions at other pulp mills ' 
across North America, 
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Alarm rings 
over density 
transfer plan ~ 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

A rezoning proposal 
involving Isabella Point and 
Sansum Narrows properties 
has become a flash point for 
opposition to transferring 
densities on Salt Spring. 

Isabella Point resident 
Kate McEwen came out 
hard against a Trust staff 
report on the proposal atthe 
Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee (LTC) meeting 
Saturday, and the Isabella 
Point Residents Association 
(IPRA) last week issued a 
report on the topic. It called 
for an immediate moratori
um on the density transfer 
practice and a review of its 
function in the official com
munity plan (OCP). 

"The entire process of 
density transfer needs to be 
reviewed," states the IPRA 
report. "The intent in the 
OCP was to move densities 
away from watersheds and 
environmentally sensitive 
areas to protect natural 
areas, and move densities 
into developed areas 'in or 
near villages."' 

McEwen told the meeting 
that some "omissions" in the 
staff report "in my mind lead 
to misrepresentation." 

Those included no men
tion of the receiving area's 
own habitat values , which 
are similar to those in the 
donor property owned by the 
Woodley and Wiltshire fami
lies, she said. 

DENSITY TRANSFER A2 

Greenwoods programs threatened by funding crunch 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

An essential program for 
Greenwoods' 50 residents 
and day program partici
pants will have to be cut if 
$28,000 cannot be collected 
in a current fundraising cam
paign. 

The Greenwoods 

Foundation is now appealing 
to the community to donate 
the funds needed to provide 
therapeutic arts, exercise and 

·music therapy programs this 
year. 

"I would really hate to 
have to say we can't afford 
to do this anymore," said 
Greenwoods administrator 

Penny Polden. 
''The therapeutic programs 

are one of the more impor
tant programs at the facility. 
They really focus on helping 
residents to express them
selves and to have fun while 
they are doing it." 

As explained by founda
tion president David Bolton, 

Greenwoods is already in a 
deficit position due to gov
ernment cutbacks, and the 
therapeutic programs can 
simply not be maintained 
without some outside help. 

"People with dementia 
really respond to music pro
grams and June Be~der, who 
is our music therapist, is 

always corning up with new 
ideas and she's very dynam
ic and has lots of enthusi
asm." 

Arts and crafts sessions are 
great for those of any skill 
level, she said, noting how 
pleased residents were with 
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Walkers take reflecting stroll for AIDS 
By CAREY RUDISILL 
Staff Write r 

Over 100 islanders trad
ed their lunch hour on 
Monday to walk for a good 
cause. 

Walkers ranged in age 
from young to old , and 
included four drummers, 
people to · carry the earth 
globe structure, traffic 
directors and people with 
bull horns. 

The walk began at 

Centennial Park and wound 
its way through town and 
ended at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS). 

GISS student Daniel 
Fogarty was one of the 
people with a bull horn. 

In downtown Ganges, 
Fogarty urged walkers to 
chant "no more AIDS" but 
the walk seemed to be more 
about reflection . People 
stopped at the Peace Park 
across from ArtSpring for a 

Family Dentistry On Scott Point 

Dr. Helen Johnston 

404 Scott Point Drive 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
V8K 2R2 

Tel : (250) 537-4059 
Fax: (250) 537-4079 

helennjohnston @ saltspring.com 

moment of silence to con
template the message of the 
7,000 red and white crosses 
covering the grass. 

Robert Osborne said the 
idea to ho ld th is year's 
walk originated under his 
maple tree in August. 

Osborne and others 
wanted to focus public 
attention on Mrica's AIDS 
epidemic. 

"We wanted to look at 
what's happening in Africa 
and what's not happening," 
he said. 

Osborne said the walk 
was a chance for islanders to 
put their best foot, or both, 
forward to visibly show their 
support for a cause. 

"We wanted to show that 
a small community caq 
make an enormous differ
ence in developing coun
tries," he said. 

GIS S stude nt C amille 
Schmah e ng aged in her 
first AIDS walk this year. 

Schmah sees the walk as 
an integral part of public 
education. 

"It raises awareness," she 
said. "I don't think people 
realize how big it is lUltil it 
affec ts someone close to 
them." 

Osborne said he has no 
expectations for how much 
money the day and the red 
ribbon boxes will raise, but 
hopes he'll be pleasantly 
surprised. 

Money raised from the 
World AIDS Day walk and 
events will be distributed to 
the Southern Gulf Islands 
AIDS Society, Salt Spring 
Organization for Life 
Improvement and 
Development, The Village 
of Hope Project , the 
Garden Club's Seeds for 
Malawi Project and the 
Selgaa Garden Project. 

Worl d AIDS D ay also 
included presentations held 
at GISS. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

SUPPORT FOR THE CAUSE: Marchers take t o the 
streets of Ganges with placards as part of World 
AIDS Day events on Salt Spring Island last Monday. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 
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The 16.3-acre property at 
the j unction of Isabell a 
Point and Maxham roads 
- which would be subdi
vided into five lots using 
four transferred densities 
from the San sum Narrows 
acreage - is also next to 
an ecological reserve, she 
noted, which is not consis
tent with OCP guidelines. 

A Ministry of 
Transportation covenant 
against further subdivision 
on the subJect Isabella par-

Avoid XMar . Meltdown! 

Downtown Ottnglls 537=2701 

li1 Sudsy Soaps 

li1 Blissful Bubbles 

[i1 Gifts Galore 

li1 Check It Out! 

eel owned by Patricia 
Hewett and Henk Van Nus 
was also not mentioned in 
the staff report, said 
McEwen. 

Discussion ensued as to 
whether the covenant was 
put there for conservation 
purposes or simply to avoid 
the need to rezone the par
cel at the time of the origi
nal subdivision. 

McEwen also noted the 
donor properties are closer 
to Ganges than the receiv
ing area, although the OCP 
designates the Hewett/Van 
Nus property as appropriate 
to receive densities. 

Trust regional planning 
manager John Gauld 
th anked McEwen for her 
input, but noted the staff 
report in question was only 
a preliminary one. 

"The final staff report is 
several weeks away," he 
said. 

Density transfers can be 
used to move potential 
development away from 
environmentally sensitive 
areas and are a relatively 
new practice. 

LTC chair David Essig 
noted density transfers are 
a planning too l with an 
"urban feel," but the con
cept was discussed at 
length during OCP forma
tion in the 1990s, he said. 

Hewett to ld the 
Driftwood she had difficul
ty with Saturday 's meeting 
and the general acrimony 
she has felt from friends 
and neighbours. However, 
she had felt quite positive 
about the open house on the 

. proposal held at Lions Hall 
November 19. Thirty-six 
people signed in, she said. 

"Generally speaking, 
unless they were on a mis
sion, mos t of the people 

who really came to look at 
the other side of the coin 
went away with a much 
more balanced view," said 
Hewett. 

" Some people you are 
not going to convince no 
matter what." 

At Saturday's Trust meet
ing, islander Nina Raginsky 
advised people to look at 
the official community plan 
maps to see if density trans
fers could affect their 
neighbourhood. 

"Everyone should find 
out if they are in a donor or 
receiving area," she said. 

Hewett suggested some 
people may be feeling 
angry because they did not 
realize the implication of 
density transfers when the 
concept was put into the 
OCP, even though "it was 
all above board." 

Materials produced on 
the Isabella/Sansum density 
transfer by Polaris 
Consulting note that if the 
plan proceeds, a conserva
tion covenant in favour of 
the Is lands Trust Fund 
would be placed on the 
168-acre Sansum Narrows 
property, which is continu
ous with a previous density · 
transfer. 

In countering criticism 
that the resulting three-acre 
lots would be smaller than 
the norm for Isabella Point, 
Polaris points out 52 per 
cent of the existing 174 lots 
on the road are already 
three acres or smaller in 
size. 

The IPRA report calls for 
an investigation into the 
entire density transfer situa
tion for Salt Spring, includ
ing an estimate of the total 
number of densities avail
able for transfer. 
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Vancouver Island Health authority cuts miss islands . 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

The Vancouver Island 
Health Authority (VIHA) 
plans to cut $15 million 
from its $1.2-billion budget 
by March 2004, but health 
care on the Gulf Islands 
might be able to dodge the 
knife. 

"We've been told repeat
edly that there is a huge pro
jected deficit and that we're 
all having to look at our bud
gets and insure that we're 
being as cost effective as we 
can," said VIHA manager of 
Southern Gulf Island s 
patient care Xaren Davies. 

She and others are already 
working to keep a tight rein 
on costs , but budgets will 
need to be pinched even fur
ther, she said. 

"It ' ~ more of a struggle 
and I've had to insure that 
we are working hard at keep
ing our costs contained. I've 
not been directed to do any
thing else." 

Cost savings aimed at 
con.trolling the health 
authority deficit regionally 
include administrative sup
port staff cuts and the priva
tiz ation of 1,400 jobs in 
support services at VIHA 
fac ilities, reported VIHA 

CEO Rick Rodger. 
But no services have been 

changed locally, Davies 
reported. 

"I've been asked to con
tain my costs and I've had to 
tighten up in some areas and 
that's all that I can comment 
on." 

But she could indicate that 
Lady Minto Hospital will 
not see the privatization of 
support services that is hap
pening at other VIHA facili
ties. -

"I can very clearly say 
that will not happen to 
Lady Minto Hospital. The 
hospital is exempt from the 

CROFTON MILL: 'Learned a lot' 
From Page A1 

Kissack said. 
"Railway ties have got to 

be one of the most toxic 
things on the planet," said 
Ableman, shaking his head. 

But Kissack said the alter
native fuels should improve 
combustion in power boilers, 
which will reduce overall 
emissions from the pulp mill 
while simultaneously saving 
millions in operational costs. 

"You can definitely see 
improvements." 

Norske Canada has 
already seen success with 
alternative fuels at their mills 
in Campbell River and Port 
Alberni, but the company 
needs to test the fuels at 
Crofton because of variable 
factors between power boil
ers. 

"Each boiler is a bit like a 
person with their own differ
ent characteristics," said 
Kissack. 

"Getting approval to try a 
fuel is different from 
approval to use a fuel ," he 
noted. 

The Crofton mill currently 
uses natural gas and bunker 
C oil as auxiliary fuels to 
assist burning of hog fuel 
(wood chips and sludge) in 
the power boilers. 

"What they're claiming 
might be true," offered 
White. "What is coming out 
of the mill right now is 
ghastly, so it might even get 
better." 

Crofton resident, pulp mill 
employee and union environ
mental committee chair 
Sherman Power said he was 
also suspicious of the alter
native fuels plan when he 
first heard about it. 

"My first thought was, 
'You 've got to be kidding.' 
But when you look at other 
mills and see what they're 
doing, it appears to be true," 
Power said. 

"I know we emit certain 
levels of furans and dioxins. 

But it looks like we can 
destroy those things. You can 
actually get temperatures up 
high enough to destroy 
them." 

Norske Canada reports 
that dioxins and furans in 
TDFs and railway ties would 
be destroyed at boiler tem
peratures of 1, 150 degrees 
Celsius. But minor increases 
in sulphur dioxide emissions 
may be recorded as a result 
of burning coal and TDFs, 
they noted. 

Sulphur compounds com
bine with unfavourable 
atmospheric conditions to 
form the mill's odorou s 
emissions, Kissack said_ 

"When we smell bad, it 
doesn't last 10-15 minutes, 
it's three or four hours." 

Islanders were dismayed 
to learn that even though 
N orske Canada already 
maintains continuous moni
toring of fine particulates and 
monthly monitoring of vari
ous other emissions, it only 
tests dioxins and furans two 
to three times per year 

"I seem to remember that 
dioxins only have to be pre
sent in minuscule amounts to 
affect human health," noted 
Hawkins. 

Ableman - asked about 
studies on health patterns 
around Crofton and Kissack 
indicated the Canadian 
Cancer Society found no dif
ferences between results in 
Crofton and other communi
ties. 

"How many incidents of 
childhood respiratory dis
eases are there on Salt Spring 
-compared to other communi
ties?" wondered White. 
"Anecdotally, it seems like 
there's a lot of wheezing 
kids: ' 

Kissack hadn't seen any 
reports on local respiratory 
disorders but he is aware of a 
current study investigating 
the issue. ' 

"Dioxins and furans are 
hard to measure," noted 
Ministry of Water, Land and 
Air Protection (MWLAP) 
environmental-protection 

- officer Bernard Bintner. 
But the federal govern

ment is planning to imple
ment Canada-wide standards 
for dioxin and furan emis
sions by 2006, Bintner said_ -

"They're very much under 
the microscope." 

According to test results in 
Kissack's fuel plan, the 
Crofton mill is already oper
ating well below the antici
pated federal standards. 

But MWLAP expects to 
see overall reductions in par
ticulates, dioxins, furans, sul
phur dioxide and nitrogen 
oxide within emissions dur~ 
ing the alternative-fuel trial, 
said Bintner. 

"They've learned a lot 
from the trial at Elk Falls that 
they can use here." 

Without emission 
improvements, MWLAP will 
not issue a permit for alterna
tive-fuel use, Bintner said. 

Ableman was disturbed to 
learn that Norske Canada 
would be paying for environ
mental assessment tests, but 
Bintner said the tests would 
be conducted by an accredit
ed independent company and 
believes the company should 
absorb the costs. 

"Do we as taxpayers want 
to pay for stack tests?" 
Bintner asked. 

Ableman was also con
cerned the open house would 
satisfy Norske Canada's 
requirements for public input 
as part of their application 
for the 30-month trial. 

"This is a joke. This is not 
a public forum. There is no 
accountability of comments 
that were said here . . . No
one will actually know what 
really happened here." 

But Norske Canada and 
MWLAP both invited the 
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support services changes." 
Housekeeping and laundry 

services will remain at the 
hospital, she said. 

"Because of our isolation, 
it doesn' t make any sense to 
transfer all that stuff over 
there." 

The health care manager 
would not comment on how 
budgetary changes could fur
ther affect service on the 
Gulf Islands. 

"You 're asking me how 
the $15 million is going to 
impact, I don't know. I could 
be told tomorrow to close 
the doors. I can't even spec
ulate." 

public to submit written con
cerns about the trial. 

And if Norske Canada 
wants approval to extend the 
trial, they will need to 
demonstrate emission reduc
tions, Bintner said. 

White raised the fuels 
issue at the Salt Spring 
Local Trust Committee 
meeting Saturday, with the 
conimi ttee agreeing to 
request a three-month exten
sion of Norske Canada's 
public input deadline. 

NATURAL GOODNESS 

a. 
E~~E BAkERY 

This week at Embe we have our 
fabulously hearty Hiker's bread 
which is sugar, oil, and shortening 
free. We also have our own 
spicey sausage rolls and our 
apple or blueberry tum-overs. 

Dec. 3rd-9th 
Hikers Bread 

reg $3.25 .... . . $2.25/loaf 

Sausage Rolls . 
reg $1.95 ....... ~ ... $1.50 

Apple/Blueberry Thm-overs 
reg $1.65 •••• • ..•..•. $1.25-

You can find these and many 
more specially prepared treats at 
our Bakery at the foot of the hill, 

or by reserving your order at 

537-5611 
Open: Mon • Sat. 4:30am· 5:30pm 

Closed Sundays for now • 

Even the local budget for 
Gulf Islands health care ser
vices could not be divulged. 

"I wouldn' t even speculate 
because i t 's all directed 
through the finance depart
ment at VIHA. In other 
words, the budget_s are there 
and not here any more." 

Davies directed the 
Driftwood to discuss finan-

cial matters with communi
cations staff at the VIHA 
regional office. 

But VIHA spokesperson 
Shelby Chamberlain was 
also unable to comment on 
the budget for Gulf Islands 
services . She directed the 
Driftwood to consult with 
Davies for local financial 
information. 

DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30 am I 11 :30 am I 3:30 pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am I 12:00 pm I 4:00 pm 

Public Notice -

NorskeCanada's Crofton Division will hold a mill evacuation 
drill on Friday, December 5, 2003. 

We hold these dril ls regularly to ensure al l employees are 
famil iar w ith emergency procedures. 

During the drill, our emergency evacuation horn w il l sound 
for about 15 minutes. 

We apologize in advance for any inconvenience. 

Information: 246-6054 
~ ~..,. 

NorskeCanada 
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Looking for Financial 

Temkin Sofo -
manufactured on-site by Gabriel Ross 

~~~~~~ 
589 A Bay Street in Victoria 

Phone 250-384-2554 I www.gabrielross.ca 

20°/o down Holds your Purchase 
'til March 31 /04 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. 

DEC 0155 7.5 
3 0605 6.6 7 0600 10.8 
WE 1300 10.8 SU 1020 9.5 

2025 4.3 1415 10.2 
2205 1.6 

0325 8.5 
0715 7.5 8 0640 11.2 
1320 10.5 MO 1120 9.8 
2050 3.3 1440 10.2 

2235 1.3 
0425 9.5 
0815 8.5 9 0715 11.5 
1340 10.5 TU 1220 9.8 
2115 2.6 1500 10.2 

2310 1.3 
0515 10.2 
0920 9.2 
1400 10.2 
2140 2.3 

NEWS BEAT 

MUSICAL MEMORIES: Greenwoods music facilitator June Bender helps resi
dent Molly Frenette during a game of musical Christmas bingo. A music therapy 
program is among those slated for cutting if $28,000 is not raised in a 
Greenwoods Fc:>undation campaign. PhotobyCareyRudisill 

GREENWOODS: Funding cuts 
From Page A1 

colourful papier mache birds 
they created. Photos of some 
of the birds are featured on 
the recently released 
Greenwoods Foundation 
appeal brochure. 

Rosemary Trump leads 
regular exercise classes, 
which help the seniors 
st(engthen mu scl es and 
improve their balance. 

"She's very enthusiastic 
and loves working with this 

age group; she has lots of 
good music and she knows 
what is needed." 

Having professionals 
deliver the programs is con
sidered crucial. 

"The therapists have done 
training and they know what . 
the goals and benefits are. I 
see it as much more than 
residents have a fun thing to 
do." 

Seniors who still live at 

250 537 4504 
Renee Savage Renee@savage.ca 

Household Management 
Taking care of your home so you can focus on 
the more important things in life. 

--organization 
. Housekeeping 
. Recycling 
. Laundry 
. Grocery Shopping 

· Pet care 
. Movings "in & out" 
. New Home Set up 
.·While you are away 
. Personal Balance 

home but come ·to 
Greenwoods for day pro
grams also benefit, explains 
Bolton. 

"The day programs are 
vital to help keep people liv
ing at home," he notes. 

"They are also necessary 
to avoid the sense of isola
tion that comes in that age 
group." 

Bolton said this marks the 
third year of Greenwoods 
appeals, with last year's 
focus being the successful 
acquisition of an $80,000 
bus, funded by a Vancouver 
Foundation grant, gaming 
commission proceeds and 
community donations. 

To make a contribution to 
this year's appeal to save the 
therapeutic programs, con
tact Greenwoods at 537-
5561 , or send a cheque in 
the recently distributed 
Greenwoods appeal 
brochure. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Council 
tackles 
Stewart 
• 
Issues 

The Salt Spring Island 
Water Council has recom
mended against a proposed 
land swap involving 'Peter 
Arnell Park until a risk 
assessment is done. 

The . Ministry of 
Transportation (MOT) has 
asked the Parks, Arts and 
Recreation Commission 
(PARC) to trade some land 
on each side of Stewart Road 
so a sharp curve near Peter 
Arnell Park can be altered. 

"The council recommend
ed no major upgrade or new 
roads be constructed until a 
proper risk assessment be 
done," said Salt Spring ' s 
regional director Gary 
Holman. 

The Capital Regional 
District director reported on 
November 28 water council 
motions during the town hall 
portion of Saturday 's local 
Trust committee meeting. 

Holman said the council 
also agreed to write letters 
recommending the Jasper 
Road quarry not proceed, and 
it recommended against an 
Islands Trust-wide initiative 
to have proof of potable 
water requirements- removed 
from local Trust committee 
bylaws relating to the MOT 
subdivision process. The 
Islands Trust's intention was 
to avoid liability issues that 
arise - as in the Rainbow 
Grove subdivision on Sal t 
Spring - since the Mar has 
actual subdivision approval 
authority. 

Holman said the council 
also plans to urge the Trust to 
not revise its bylaws to 
accommodate vacation rental 
uses. 

The Salt Spring Water 
Council was formed earlier 
this year to address various 
water quality issues. 

Public Information 
Meeting & Open House 

Channel Ridge 
Development Proposal 
• December 13, 2003, 12 noon - 2 pm 

• Multi-purpose Room, Gulf Islands Secondary School, 232 Rainbow Road 

Drop in any time between 12 noon and 2 pm to get background information on the 
Channel Ridge Properties development application. There will be a 20-minute 
presentation at 12:30 pm and you will have the opportunity to meet informally with 
members of the Channel Ridge Properties Ltd. Project Team, to see plans and draw
ings and to hear about Salt Spring Island's newest village, as envisioned in the 
Official Community Plan. 

Co-sponsored by Islands Trust & Channel Ridge Properties Ltd. 

For further information, contact Deborah Polka, APR at 604/517-1339 or 
dfolka@epiccentral.com. • www.channelridge.com 
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Strike scenario sees 50-7 5% feny service for islands 
Reduced ferry service 

levels have been deter
mined by the B.C. Labour 
Relations Board (LRB) for 
island routes in the event of 
a strike by the B.C. Ferry 
and Marine Workers' Union 
(BCFMWU). 

Overall, the LRB set 
average service levels 
between so' and 100 per 
cent for island routes 

(except Mill Bay) and at 37 
per cent to 75 per cent of 
regular service levels for 
routes connecting 
Vancouver Island to the 
mainland. 
· The LRB issued its ser

vice-level ruling, a precur
sor to any possible strike 
activity by the BCFMWU, 
on Friday. 

In the event of a strike, 

crossings between Fulford 
Harbour and Swartz Bay 
would be reduced from 
eight to six sailings per day 
(75 per cent), and Vesuvius 
and Crofton would see 
seven sailings per day (50 
per cent). 

Service from 
Tsawwassen to Galiano , 
Mayne, Pender, Saturna 
and Long Harbour would 

see one sailing per day (50 
per cent of weekday . sail
ings). And ferry service 
from Swartz Bay to 
Galiano , Mayne, Pender 
and Saturna would see 
seven sailings per day (70 
per cent of the 10 regular 
sailings). 

Six round-trip sailings 
would operate between 
Swartz Bay and 

Tsawwassen (75 per cent of 
eight weekday sailings), 
four sailings would operate 
between Duke Point and 
Tsawwassen (50 per cent) 
and three sailings would be 
maintained between 
N anaimo and Horseshoe 
Bay (37 per cent of eight 
regular sailings). 

The exact time of each 
sailing would be deter-

mined by B .C. Ferries 
Services Inc. (BCFSI). 

The LRB ruled that cafe
terias , gift shops and ser
vices for reservations and 
assured loading would be 
suspended during strike 
activity. 

The BCFMWU is 
required to provide 72-
hours notice before any job 
action is taken. 

Mediator assists ferry labour talks 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

B.C. Ferries and the B.C. 
Ferry and Marine Workers' 
Union (BCFMWU) have 
jointly agreed to seek assis
tance from an independent 
mediator to help reach a 
new collective agreement. 

Mediator Vince Ready is 
expected to meet with the 
two parties Wednesday to 
help resolve differences in 
the labour contract follow
ing bargaining talks that 
began September 8. 

"Clearly, we need assis
tance to move negotiations 
forward," said B.C. Ferry 
Services Inc. (BCFSI) pres
ident and CEO David 
Hahn. 

"With the holiday season 
just around the corner, B.C. 
Ferries' customers and the 
residents of coastal British 
Columbia need some assur
ance that the ferry system 
will not be impacted over 
Christmas." 

The mediation announce
ment followed press releas
es noting that essential ser
vice levels had been set by 
the Labour Relations Board 
(LRB) on Friday. 

With service levels set, 

the BCFMWU could 
announce a strike with 72 
hours notice . On October 
31 , ferry workers gave their 
union executive an over
whelming strike mandate 
(97 per cent of those who 
cast ballots) to back their 
contract demands. 

The BCFMWU respond
ed favourably to most 
essential-service levels set 
by the LRB Friday, but 
they objected to the num
ber of sailings deemed 
essential between Swartz 
Bay and Tsawwassen (set 
at 75 per cent or eight 
round trips daily). 

The BCFMWU argued 
that the Swartz Bay route is 
the most commercially 
advantageous route for the 
company and the route has 
been maintained at higher 
levels than those estab
lished by the LRB in 1998 
for previous negotiations 
(six round trips). 

Locally, the union and 
corporation agreed at six 
trips for Fulford and split 
the difference for service to 
the Outer Gulf Islands out 
of Swartz Bay (the union 
suggested eight round trips, 
the company pushed for six 

and the LRB ruled at 
seven). 

But the two groups pre
sented strongly differing 
opinions on required ser
vice for ferries based out of 
Vesuvius and Long 
Harbour. 

The BCFSI requested no 
sailings on either route 
while the union suggested 
67 per cent service for 
Vesuvius and 50 per cent 
service for Long Harbour. 
The LRB mandated 50 per 
cent levels for both 
routes. 

Conversely, the company 
deemed food and gift shop 
services essential for all 
routes but that request was 
denied by the LRB. 

"The BCFMWU will 
allow the travelling public 
and ferry-dependent coastal 
communities to draw their 
own conclusions as to what 
the company deems to be 
essential services," the 
union noted in a press 
release. 

The 4,600-member union 
objects to proposed con
tract changes that require 
staff cuts, increased work 
hours and reduced money 
for people entering new 

TO VANCOUVER HARBOUR 
Depart Ganges 

131M•~•J1·B*14"·F1 

7:45am Daily, I 2:45pm Daily, 2:30pm Sun. 
Depart Vancouver 
12: I S'pm Daily, 3: I Spm Daily, I :4Spm Sun. 

TO VANCOUVER HARBOUR 
Depart Ganges 
8:00am Daily, I 2:45pm Daily, 2:30pm Sunday 
Depart Vancouver 
12: I S'pm Daily, 3: I Spm Daily, I :45pm Sunday 

TO VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
Depart Gan~es 
8:30am Mon.-Fri., 3:J"Opm Daily, 9:30am Sat.-Sun. 
Depart Vancouver Airport 
8:00am Mon.-Fri., 3:00pm Daily, 9:00am Sat.-Sun. 

1-Soo-665-0212 
prince 
n•pert 

$7" . .A ONE WAY 4 PLUSGST 

wa'm•·•:•e•~s•Hi• 
$7" .A ONE WAY 4 PLUSGST 

1 31MJM·M10·WJIM·F1 

$69 ONEWAY 
PLUS GST 

or 250-537-5525 

.positions (70 per cent of 
current wages). 

Corporation officials 
have called the. current col
lective agreement a "major 
impediment" to a $2-bil
lion capital replacement 
program that · includes 
plans to order 22 new ships 
over the next 15 years. 

As part of that capital 
upgrade , BCFSI 
announced plans for a $4-
million renovation to 
"freshen up" the Swartz 
Bay terminal with a clock 
tower and gazebos for 
summer vendors, 
Wednesday. 

The plan will also 
include improvements to 
the foot-passenger ticket 
booths and the waiting 
room area. 

An additional $3-million 
renovation is slated for the 
foot passenger ticket 
booth, walkway and wait
ing area at the Tsawwassen 
terminal. 

Pender Island curlers hit the ice every 
Wednesday afternoon at 1:30pm. 
They need you to fill their league. 

Call now to reserve a spot 
for this or another league of your choice. 

Start now or after New Years. 

e Loc 
Salt spri;g G&linPA 

. Pick any combinataon of 6 bottles of ... 
Salt_ Spring Vineyard, 
Garry Oaks Winery, or 
Gulf Islands Brewery 

Products 
AND 

SAVE 100/o 

LIQUOR STORE 
537-WINE (9463) 
9 am - 11 pm 7 daya/wk 

. LOTS OF 
PARKING 
EITHER SIDE! 

BAR & BISTRO 
537-9485 

11 am- 11 pm 
7 daya/wk 
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Mafalda 
Hoogerdyk 

Insurance Broker 
537·1730 

Win I Win Situation 
Critical Illness Insurance 

- Pay your premiums 
-Term coverage 
- Stay healthy 
-Your premiums are returned 

Call for details 

aceansWest 
~-!Jm1j&sj 

across from Bank of Montreal 

30+ Years Com bined 
Rea l Estate Excellence 

Buyers and Sellers Agents 

Best service 
imaginable! 

We promise ... 
DONNA REGEN CCA KERRY CHALMERS 

expectexcellence@ 
saltspring.com Pager 1-800-731-7131 

kerrvchalmerse 
saltsprlng.com 

www.gulfislandsrealestate.com 

the most up to date real estate website for SSI 

REIMAX Realty of Sa lt Spring Island 

Onl' :J weeks 
to go! 

BENEA.TII THE OYSTERCATCIIER 
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Concerned citizens dissect division 
of power at Friday Hydro meeting 
By CAREY RUDISILL 
Staff Writer 

Concerned islanders met 
Friday to discuss charged 
issues surrounding the 
provincial government's 
redesign of B.C.'s electricity 
system. 

Over 50 people gathered 
at Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) to listen to a 
three-person panel discuss 
BC Hydro's future and cur
rent action underway to stop 
any future changes. 

The evening was spon
sored by the Coalition of 
Concerned Citizens of Salt 
Spring Island (CCCSSI). 

CCCSSI facilitator 
Marion Pape said the group 
was nearing its second 
anniversary and wanted to 
host the event since the topic 
interested members. 

"The group was formed to 
bring together all of the 
interest areas and progres
sives to help solve prob
lems," she said. 

Pape referred to the group 
as "social activists" con
cerned about the provincial 
Liberal government's cuts. 

The meeting occurred on 
the same day the Minister of 
Energy and Mines Richard 
Neufeld armounced the gov
ernment had accepted 22 of 
27 B.C. Utilities 
Commission (BCUC) rec
ommendations to keep elec
tricity rates low for British 
Columbians. 

Speakers at Friday's meet
ing includedJohn Young 
from the Vancouver-based 
non-profit BC Citizens for 
Public Power, Capital 
Regional District (CRD) 
director Gary Holman and 
school tr:ustee Judith Boel. 

Young is the executive 
director with the Vancouver 
organization that launched a 
class action lawsuit against 
the goveriunent over the sale 
of one-third of BC Hydro's 
operations and workforce to 

the Bermuda-based consult
ing company Accenture. 

Holman said he was there 
to speak as a concerned citi
zen and not on behalf of the 
CRD. 

Boel began the discussion 
with a list of what the 
schools could spend with the 
money that will go towards 
the three to six per cent 
increase in hydro fees. 

She said the school budget 
for hydro is $250,000, and 
the schools will break even 
instead of having extra 
money that could help 
employ a teacher or librarian 
one day a week. 

"We pay and pay and pay 
and don't get money back. 
That's toxic capitalism," said 
Boel. 

In a phone interview 
Monday, Ministry of Energy 
and Mines Communications 
Director Shawn Robins said 
the recent recommendations 
stem from province-wide 
discussions on how heritage 
assets can be preserved. 

"[The recommendations] 
recognize the cost of gener
ating electricity as the prin
ciple factor for determining 
price. B.C. residents should 
continue to benefit from the 
historic value of the assets 
that they've built over time 
in the reviewing of rates and 
rate increases. Future prices 
would be a blending of the 
new cost of generating elec
tricity." 

Young said B.C. Citizens 
for Public Power had wor
ried that Bill 39 created a 
separate entity called the BC 
Transmission Corporation. 

"We should be ·concerned 
with the creation of a new 
company because it's closer 
to privatization, and has the 
look of something getting 
ready to sell off. The govern
ment has a hard-wired urge 
to privatize," he said. 

Robins said this was an 
unnecessary concern as the 

company is publicly owned. 
"It is a company corpora

tion but ies solely owned by 
the B.C. government. There 
is no ·intent for BC Hydro to 
ever leave public ownership. 
That is completely wrong," 
he said. 

At the meeting, Holman 
discussed energy from a dif
ferent perspective, stating 
that society undervalues its 
resources. 

He said he believed in 
public ownership but that it 
didn't necessarily mean 
everything would be fine if 
Hydro was left as a Crown 
corporation. 

"Public ownership of BC 
Hydro doesn't necessarily 
mean that [the company] 
will act responsibly," he said. 

Introducing the speakers, 
CCCSSI secretary Irene 
Wright was quick to point to 
the empty chair local MLA 
Murray Coell was supposed 
to be occupying. 

She said the group was 
informed that a representa
tive from the Ministry of 
Mines and Energy planned 
to attend but was unable to 
make the meeting. 

Audience member Ron 
Hawkins was disappointed 
by the absence of govern
ment representatives. 

"The empty chair is very 
symbolic. What can we do to 
get Murray Coell to come to 
Salt Spring? There's so 
many important questions 
and information we have to 
share with him," he said. 

Holman suggested the 
group invite Coell to every 
town hall meeting for a year. 

Young said the absence 
was a fundamental breach of 
democracy. 

"It ' s an issue of MLA 
accountability," he said. 

A representative from 
Coell's office stated that 
Coell couldn't make the 
meeting. 

Young dominated meeting 

discussion, covering all 
angles about the Vancouver 
group's distrust of govern
ment changes to BC Hydro. 

He said B.C. Citizens for 
Public Power was more than 
wary when the provincial 
government sold a third of 
BC Hydro in April to 
Accenture. 

"It doesn't seem to smell 
right," he said. "Accenturc 
was accused of offering 
bribes in the Middle East." 

Young said the company's 
Bermuda headquarters 
allows it to avoid taxes. 

Robins said the govern
ment's agreement with 
Accenture will allow BC 
Hydro to save money over 
the long term. 

"The services that BC 
Hydro privatized through 
Accenture are largely back 
office functions - the 
billing and administrative 
services. The savings will be 
$25 million over five years," 
he said. "This is savings for 
rate payers." 

Robins reiterated that the 
government didn't plan to 
sell off more of BC Hydro. 

"Bill 85 - the BC Hydro 
Public Power Legacy and 
Heritage Contract Act actu
ally stipulates that BC 
Hydro's generation, stor
age, transmission and dis
tribution assets cannot be 
sold. So, there must have 
been a presentation from 
the B.C. Citizens for Public 
Power .because they don ' t 
get that." 

Young disagreed, stating 
that the bill was an "amazing 
piece of political doubles
peak." 

In a press release, Young 
stated the bill allows the pri
vatization of BC Hydro 
dams and other assets. "[The 
bill] only underscores the 
need for our continued work 
to stop this government's 
dismantling of BC Hydro." 

Ferry fares going up 
B.C. Ferry Services Inc. (BCFSI) has planned a bigger 

bite out of island travellers with new fare increases sched
uled for January 7. Islanders will see 4.4 per cent increases 
in the new year, compared to 2.8 per cent increases for 
customers travelling between the mainland and Vancouver 
Island. 

On routes from Vancouver Island to Salt Spring and the 
Gulf Islands, the return-trip fare increase will amount to 
$0.25 for passengers and $0.75 for vehicles. 

One-way passengers bound from the Gulf Islands to 
Tsawwassen will pay an additional $0.25, and $0.50 more 
for vehicles, while a trip from Tsawwassen to the islands 
will notch another $0.25 and $1.25 for vehicles. 

Mainland-to-Vancouver Island route fees will also rise 
by $0.25 for passengers and $0.75 for vehicles on each 
trip. 

CHRISTMAS MARKET IN THE PARK 
Saturday, December 20th • l Oam - 2pm 

Arts, Crafts, Clothing and All Kinds of Foods 

ALL VENDORS WELCOME 
(Winter vending permit available now from PARC) 

For more information contact: 
David 653-2300 I Heather 653-4809 

... THE REVIVAL OF A SALT SPRING CHRISTMAS TRADITION 
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PRESCRIPTION ART: Jamie Hillier, who travelled to Salt Spring to spread the 
word about AIDS, uses his own pill bottles collected over the past two years to 
build a scupture in honour of World AIDS Day. Photo byoerrickLundy 

Locals mum when it comes 
to official complaint forum 

Islanders might like to see 
some changes in service at 
B.C. Ferries, but few people 
attended the Salt Spring 
Island Ferry Advisory 
Committee (SSIFAC) meet
ing to share their thoughts in 
time for the new year. 

"When people don't show 
up at the meeting, they think 
everyone is happy," said 
SSIFAC chair Doreen 
Hewitt. 

B .C. Ferries has been very 
cooperative in response to 
public input, but the adviso
ry committee can't enact 
change without input, Hewitt 
said. . 

She received an undis
closed number of phone 
calls from people complain
ing about throughfares and 

transfers through Swartz 
Bay terminal prior to the 
advertised meeting 
Wednesday, but only four 
members of the public actu
ally attended. 

"We only have a couple of 
public meetings a year, one 
in the spring and one in the 
fall." 

Islanders must now wait 
until March before the next 
meeting, she said. 

As an added. bonus, 
Hewitt is hoping B .C . 
Ferries president David 
Hahn will attend the March 
meeting. 

The group is also looking 
for two or three new mem
bers to refill its member
ship since committee mem
bers have departed this 

lulu lemon 

year, she said. 
Few matters were covered 

in the brief meeting last 
Wednesday, she said. 

The SSIFAC is hoping 
that upcoming terminal ren
ovations at Swartz Bay 
might alleviate throughfare 
problems for vehicles trans
ferring between island and 
mainland ferries. 

The group also discussed 
strategic planning of termi
nals at Crofton and Fulford 
Harbour, possibly slated for 
2006. 

And Capital Regional 
District director Gary 
Holman suggested the con
cept of a transit-service part
nership between B.C. Ferries 
and the community, Hewitt 
said. 

We're havittg a Christtus Sale! 
Specials ott our ROLLIN& RACK 

Po"~ t t~tiss it! 
... at1d check out Lulu~ s "NEW STUFF"' fOO 

Open 7 days a week Shop Sundays 10-5 
537-5551 

Trustreconrrnaends 
phased-in logging 

Channel Ridge Properties' 
tree-clearing proposal met 
with an alternate suggestion at 
Saturday's local Trust commit
tee meeting. 

Islands Trust planning con
sultant Jim Moodie reported 
that Channel Ridge Properties 
Ltd. intends to clear the 80-
acre development site over a 
one-month period this winter. 

But trustee Kimberly 
Lineger wondered why each 
part in the three-phase plan 
could not be cleared as it's 
developed. 

"Jf we're not looking for 
immediate build-out for anoth
er 10 years, I don't ... see why 
they need to cut all the trees 
now," said Lineger. 

Trustees voted for a staff 
recommendation that directs 
staff and Moodie "to work 

with Channel Ridge Properties 
Ltd. to refine the site clearing 
plan so that clearing of the 
individual phases more closely 
reflects the timing of actual 
development." 

Deborah Folka, who han
dles public relations for the 
company, told the Driftwood 
that doing the clearing all at 
once makes sense for econom
ic and environmental reasons, 
and to minimize disturbance to 
area residents. 

Folka said Channel Ridge 
Properties has also had discus
sions with local football asso
ciation personnel about having 
team members tum some fall
en trees into a firewood 
fundraiser. 

Issues related to the residen
tial and commercial Channel 
Ridge village development 
will be further illuminated at 
an open house set for 
Saturday, December 13. It will 
take place at the high school 
multi-purpose room from 
noon to 2 p.m. A 20-minute 
presentation is scheduled for 
12:30. 

Moodie's staff report also 
provided a "partial list of cur
rent issues under active 
review:' They are architectural 
design; public realm design; 
height and density calculations; 
commercial uses; environmen
tal and sustainable practices; 
parking; park dedication and 
trails; road pattern and site ser
vices through the subdivision 
process; the relationship 
between the individual strata 
projects; traffic management 
for construction and residents; 
and emergency services. 

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE: 
537-9933 

FRASER'S THIMBLE FARMs 
open 7 days a week 
10-4:30 537-5788 

CHRISTMAS 
TREES 
WE HAVE A 
GOOD SELECTION 
OF FRESHLY CUT, 
BUSHY CULTURED 
CHRISTMAS TREES 

SPECIAL 
5 GAL. RHODODENDRONS 

$24.95 

PAPER WHITES 
AND AMARYLLIS BULBS 

50% OFF 

BULBS 
HUGE SELECTION OF 
SPRING BLOOMING 

BULBS 50% OFF 

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE 
THE BEST SELECTION IN 

NORTH AMERICA? 

~~~-r;;;x·;. ~: Y-!/ 
PATIOPOTS _· 

. ~·- · 

A GREAT ASSORTMENT ·: 
. OF PATIO POTS IN : 

YES, WE DO GIFT CERTIFICATES! 
GIVE THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON LIVING. 
SOME GREAT IDEAS INCLUDE: JAPANESE 

MAPLES, FLOWERING TREES, HOLLY 
TREES, PALMS, TREE FERNS, HOSTAS, 
DECK POTS, FRUIT TREES AND MUCH 

MORE! 
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Supporting the artS 
Few generalizations don't beg an argument. One local exception is 

that the visual and performing arts are critical to Salt Spring Island's 
social, economic and spiritual well-being. 

But despite the arts' prominence in our daily lives, local tax support 
for arts organizations has traditionally been minimal. In recent years 
the Capital Regional District (CRD), through the Parks, Arts and 
Recreation Commission (PARC), has provided $3,300 to help fund 
an arts council program that brings artists into local school class
rooms, and $18,000 to offset some of ArtSpring's operating costs. 

The CRD has proposed raising that sum to $38,000 total through an 
arts service bylaw that would come into effect in 2005. 

Compare that with $62,000 in local tax support to keep the library's 
doors open, $650,000 for parks and rec services, or $1.3-million to 
help run the Islands Trust. 

The Island Arts Centre Society (lACS) which operates ArtSpring, 
and the Gulf Islands Community Arts Council (GICAC), are key arts 
organizations. Both have proven themselves worthy of community 
support, fiscally responsible and, by relying hugely on volunteer 
involvement, they'v~ raised large sums of money to keep going each 
year. 

With PARC indicating it will not continue providing the ArtSpring 
grant- which was never intended to be a perpetual contribution any
way - lACS volunteers would have to be marshalled for yet another 
fundraising event, when they already raise an admirable sum through 
labour-intensive fundraisers. 

An arts community should receive more than a token amount of 
government support, but even the $38,000 proposed - which would 
rise incrementally like all other tax contributions with rising property 
assessments - will bring at least a tinge of certainty to our two main 
arts bodies. · ' 

Whether a property owner ends up paying $5, $10 or $15 annually 
for the ruts on Salt Spring, it is still a bargain for the benefits received. 

Just as important as the actual funds is the statement made by for
mal support for the arts. 

We all benefit from living in .a creative and intelligent community 
with a first-rate arts centre, educational programs and organizations. 
The arts on Salt Spring deserve some measure of stability and collec
tive support. 

Whim, fancy and bad luck creating GISS class sizes 
By JOHN NICOLSON 

In case you haven't noticed, there 
have been repercussions from the 
recent changes in the governance of 
our schools. 

In the past, classes in our schools 
were created according to certain and 
understood principles written in vari
ous laws, regulations, letters and 
agreements based on sound educa
tional theory. Now, apparently, class
es in our schools are created by 
whim and fancy. 

Allow me to clue you in to a few 
facts. At Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS), for example, during 
the 2000-2001 school year, there 
were 13 classes which were either 
over-sized and/or contained too 
many special-needs students, out of a 
total of 178 classes that year. All of 
these situations were resolved quick
ly. Two years ago, all 17 such 
grievances were resolved. . 

Comparably, last year over 135 
similar situations at the school all 

VIEW 
POINT 

went unresolved. Cwrently, 62 of the 
96 classes at GISS either have too 
many students or have too many spe
cial-needs sutdents, and 19 classes 
have both. 

This affects the classes of 26 of the 
31 teachers at the school. These 81 
grievances are currently filed with 
the school district. More than likely, 
a similar number will be filed in the 
second semester. Nothing will hap
pen. Now, for example, there is one 
class of 35 teen-aged boys with 10 
special-needs students in it and 
another woodworking classroom 
(can you believe it?) specifically 
designed for 24 students with 28 stu
dents in it, including eight special 
needs students, many working for the 
first time with power tools. I suppose 

that if your son or daughter cuts off a 
finger or two in that class, you can 
always blame the teacher. Likewise, 
if your boy gets hurt in that Phys.Ed 
class or if any students in the other 
60 over-sized classes is overlooked. 

Dudng negotiations two years 
ago, the administrators, trustees, par
ent councils, businesses, post-sec
ondary institutions and government 
of this province all wanted ' 'flexibili
ty'' to manage our schools more effi
ciently. They got it. By the enactment 
of amendments to the School Act, all 
class size and class composition 
restrictions were eliminated. 

The "flexibility" now gained 
means that there is practically no 
limit to how many children and how 
many special-needs children a class
room teacher of any subject at GISS 
might be told to be responsible for. 

On top of that, due to the "rev
enue-generating" International 
Program. there nowmight be a few 
kids in the class from elsewhere in 

the world who hardly speak English. 
So exactly how ''flexible' is a class
room teacher at this school supposed 
to be? As much as he or she can 
bear? I fear it might be until the 
breaking point. 

What a sad way to run our won
derlul school. What a poor way to 
encourage our teachers and to pro
vide for our students. 

Since the parameters set previous
ly are non-binding, the teachers 
recently asked the principal two 
questions: ' 'What are the guidelines 
for detennining class size and com
position at GISS?" and ' 'What is the 
maximum class size for students in 
our school?" 

The answers we received did state 
that an initial guideline for class size 
was an average of 30 students per 
class, but did not offer any guidelines 
to class composition. We were told 
that decisions are based on, among 
other things, "teacher work-load," 
whatever that means. (Did I mention 

the breaking point?) 
We did not receive an answer to 

the second question at all. I doubt 
that we shall. Even if we do, nothing 
will happen this year. 

If the principal, as an officer of the 
school district, is not able to tell the 
teachers of thi s school what the 
guidelines are for class construction 
or what the maximum class size is, 
then quite obviously these limits do 
not exist. Thus, all such decisions 
become arbitrary, based on nothing 
more than whim and fancy. 

Apparently, it is just bad luck for 
the classroom teachers of this school 
and their students if these decisions 
are not educationally sound. Without 
any recourse at all, there is nothing 
we can do about it. 

This is how our students and their 
teachers are currently being treated at 
GISS . It was much different two 
years ago. 

The writer is a GISS stciff repre
sentative. 

My columns of the past few 
weeks, describing our excel
lent adventure, have left two 
unanswered questions. First, 
what happened to the gro
ceries? (A question related to 
Bruce's eating habits.) 
Second, what happened to the 
outhouse? (A question related 
to Jeff's ... umm ... habits.) 

Tales frotn the Cariboo the final chapter 
Sailors feel right at home on 
the seat. 

As we were getting ready to 
leave on the last day, Jeff men
tioned he 'd preferred using 
my outhouse because he did
n't have to make the three
minute walk over to Bill's. 
When I asked him about the 
"lean," he said he hadn ' t 
noticed it. The groceries first. On our 

way to the cabin we stopped in 
100 Mile House to pick up the 
supplies we'd need for the next 
few days. When Jeff and I tried 
to figure out three days of break
fast menus, Bruce said, ' 'Don't 
include me in your breakfast 
plans. I have my porridge." 

And he did . He brought 
along a selection of individual 
packages of what he called 
healthy porridge, with 
flavours like ' 'Maple Syrup & 
Chocolate Chip," "Raisin & 
Gummy Bear, and 
"Marshmallow and Smarties." 

The next morning, Jeff and 

I got up and 
star ted 
making our 
breakfast. 
While eat- ISlE SAY! 
ing his por- WITH JOHN POTTINGER 

ridge, 
B r u c e 
berated us about our 
unhealthy choice of bacon, 
eggs, toast and hash-browns. 

"Want some _of our stuff, 
Bruce? 

"Nope," says he. "I'm not 
hungry." 

As we finish our meal, Jeff 
whispers to me, ''Watch what 
happens now. I've seen this 
before." 

A minute later, Bruce wan
ders over to the stove. "You 
guys gonna finish up this 
bacon? What about these 
potatoes and scrambled 

eggs?" 
A couple of quick flicks of 

his fork and "poof' - it's all 
gone. 

Next morning, same story. 
"Want some pancakes and 

sausages, Bruce?" 
"No thanks. I've got my 

porridge." 
Jeff and I exchange winks 

as we wipe the last syrup from 
our plates. 

Bruce is discreetly 
approaching the stove. 

"No use wasting these left
overs." 

Third morning, Jeff asks 
me, "How do you want your 
eggs. done?" 

"Sunny," says me. 
"Hey Bruce. I know you're 

only eating porridge, but if 
you were having eggs, how 
would you like them 
cooked?" 

"Hmmph;' says Bruce. 
I toast nine pieces of toast 

while Jeff cooks six slices of 
ham and six eggs. We divide it 
up between three plates and 
put one in the oven. 

"It'll stay nice and warm ' til 
you're ready," says Jeff. 

' 'P off;' says Bruce. 
Now to the outhouse. 
My friend Bill, whose cabin 

is a short walk from mine, 
built a new outhouse this year. 
By Cariboo standards, it ' s 
magnificent. First off, he 

painted it - bam-red with 
white trim. Painting an out
house is considered a waste of 
paint by most rural folks. 
Then he stocked it with a bot
tle of hand-washing liquid, 
some moistened towelettes 
and a recent issue of 
Fisherman 's Digest (May 
1992). Best of all, leaving the 
door open while seated gives 
an inspirational view over the 
lake. 

Which is why Bruce and I 
chose to use Bill's new out
house rather than mine. 

Okay, there's also the prob
lem created by the slight tilt 
that mine's had ever since I 
cut down a tree that was 
threatening it. The stupid tree 
fell the wrong way and 
pushed the outhouse over 
about 30 degrees to one side. 

I wandered up the path to 
look at the outhouse. I opened 
the door. It was crammed full 
of tools . My wheelbarrow, 
axes, chainsaw, picks, shovels 
and weed-whacker filled it. 

Oh my God! Jeff said he'd 
put all the tools in the tool 
shed. 

I stepped across the path 
and grabbed the door of the 
tool shed. I couldn't bring 
myself to open it. 

So I apologize for saying he 
wrecked my outhouse. He 
didn't. But I'm pretty sure I 
need a new tool shed. 
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We asked: What kind of continuing education courses would you like to see on Salt Spring? 

Nola Sater 
Right now, I'm looking into 
home-schooling for my kids. 
I think the community 
already offers lots, but cours- · 
es on arts and crafts and a 
film school would be good. 

David Borrowman 
I'd like to teach photogra
phy. 

James Hanson 
I'd take philosophy and 
psychology-- introductory 
college courses. I'd also like 
a course on life planning. 
They try to do it through 
CAPP but it's crappy. 

Meghan Mcfarlane 
I'd like to see programs that 
combat drug and alcohol 
addiction in youth and 
taught planned parenting. 

Laura Hughes McGrath 
I'd like to see a course on 
well-being; on how to 
teach the left and the right 
brain to work together. It'd 
be a course about spread
ing well-being and positive 
news around us. 

Letters to the Editor 

Island 
delusions 

I laughed while reading 
Driftwood publisher Tony 
Richards' rumour-quashing 
column in last week's paper. 

Given the prevalence of 
fantasies and some of the 
paranoid delusions of con
spiracy theorists from Salt 
Spring writers, I am not sur
prised at the speculations. 
Sound epistemology can 
seem rare on the island. 

But since you've excluded 
only black and white from 
new ownership, is Jackie 
Chan still a possibility? 
KEITH SKETCHLEY, 
Victoria, B.C. 

Food drive 
It's the cold wet season 

again and, like the other cuts 
which will drive more people 
on our island to the overbur
dened and underfunded food 
bank, there are people who 
cannot afford to feed their 
companion animals. 

So I'm hosting a Food 
Drive for the Animals. I am 
inviting one and all to bring 
by unopened bags and cans 
of dog and cat food, anytime, 
at 202 Tripp Road. I have a 
covered deck at the front of 
the house, but please bag 
your donations tightly as I 
see that it's still getting wet 

out there. Or you can call me 
at 537-5631. 

I will make sure that the 
food gets distributed to those 
in need. 

Thanks so much. 
LYN MACDONALD, 
Tripp Road 

Open process 
All of us involved in the 

Stewart Road Residents 
Association (SRRA) are 
committed to open public 
process. We're disappointed 
the applicant for the Stewart 
Road quarry and subdivision 
doesn't appear to share this 
commitment. 

We're concerned that those 
involved with Salt Spring 
Rock Products: 

• Didn't include a covenant 
protecting a wetland on the 
quarry site with their mines 
permit application; 

• Didn't tell the Ministry 
of Mines they had applied for 
a subdivision that includes 
the quarry; 

• Didn't respond to public 
concerns at Islands Trust 
meetings in August, 
September, October or 
November. 

• Didn't return messages 
left by the Driftwood news
paper. 

Then they had the nerve to 
ask for individual meetings 
with Islands trustees and 

staff. Thank goodness for 
Kimberly Lineger and Eric 
Booth, who assured SRRA at 
Saturday's local Trust com
mittee meeting that there will 
be no private meetings with 
Salt Spring Rock Products. 
ROSEY BRENAN, 

- Stewart Road Residents 
Association 

T~r~~~ete~\~~~: 
A covenant is (amongst other 
digressions) a binding and 
solemn agreement by two or 
more persons, parties etc. to 
do or keep from doing some 
specified thing. 

There is a covenant on the 
proposed Isabella Point sub
division/rezoning, which is 
now, apparently, held by the 
Ministry of Transportation. 
The covenant from the origi
nal owner to whoever holds 
it now was to the effect that 
the reduced size of lots 
would be offset by the larger 
area to be held as such, in 
perpetuity. The immodest 
proposal presented by Polaris 
Consulting et al is to "trans
fer" the covenant to a 
"donor" property stuck up on 
the mountain, which has no 
access for further develop
ment and was therefore use
less to the previous owners. 

My point is that the 
covenant will be broken, not 

transferred. 
If the Islands Trust goes 

along with this, then: 
1. There is no point in the 

Salt Spring Conservancy or 
any other like body putting a 
covenant on any property. 

2. Every property on the 
island will be subdividing 
down to a three-acre parcel. 
And if you think the seasonal 
cottage issue is a storm in il 
teacup, just wait! 

3. If MOT wants to agree 
to this, it might consider the 
dilapidated surface of 
Isabella Point Road, even if 
its focus is solely on the sub
division. 

All of this tempts me to 
point out that this could be a 
reason to have a local munic
ipal council, however,, that 
drum has been banged to 
death. 

I will point out that the 
official community plan was 
to be opened for revision in 
2003, not in 2004. 

Here's to controversy. 
DENIS BROWNE, 
Mountain Road 

Wrona forum 
After reading the newspa

per article about White Glove 
Home Services two weeks 
ago I wanted to write a letter 
about my experience with 
them. 

I have had numerous deal-

ings with them - I am a 
senior - in the past four 
years and have always found 
them to be honest and reli
able. 

I feel the article is very 
biased and you should have 
given Len more of a chance 
to defend himself. 

I do not think the newspa
per is the right forum for 
these kinds of complaints. If 
someone has a problem with 
a contractor they should call 
the Better Business Bureau. 
PAT TRIPP, 
Trincomali Heights 

Whew! 
Have you heard that 

Ebenezer Scrooge is coming 
to town in just three weeks? 

Newman Family 
Productions is bringing a cast 
of thousands - well, 45 to 
50 community members -
to ArtSpring December 19, 
20, 22 and 23. · 

Did you know that this 
will be the 18th performance 
in 30 years on Salt Spring 
Island? 

Whew! 
SUE and VIRGINIA 
NEWMAN, 
Quebec Drive 

No picnic 
The Raging Grannies stole 

the show at the Islands Trust 
meeting on Saturday. 

Everyone who cares about 
protecting our watersheds 
and wetlands from commer
cial exploitation is hugely 
grateful for their support. 
Their song (to the tune of 
Teddy Bear's picnic) 
deserves repeating. 

"If you go down in the 
woods one day, you could 
have a big surprise. 

They want to blast in the 
woods they say, It doesn't 
seem very wise. 

But worry not, you're safe 
and secure, for gravel trucks 
are always demure, and clos
ing parks are just a slight 
inconvenience. 

Blasting, drilling, crush
ing, too, contamination in 
our waters is really nothing 
new. 

Wetland's only useless 
bog, and why should we pro
tect the lowly frog? 

Buffer zones and settling 
ponds, should keep us safe 
and sound, we'll never have 
any fear, but we all know the 
dangers of profit. that over
rides the brain, so we say 
don't put your quarry here! 

(Written· by Dorothy 
Drubek, with Ragin' 
Grannies for Stop the 
Quarry.) 
ARNOLD BROWN, 
Sarah Way 

MORE LEITERS A10 

Appreciating each morsel key to holiday moderation 
December is a fattening 

month for many people -
and garbage bears, we now 
read. One in seven no 
longer hibernates, so good 
are the winter pickings. 

Bears, however, enjoy all 
the pleasures of packing on 
the pounds without guilt 
while gorging or panic to 
shed it after. 

People may wish to adopt 
bears' mentality about their 
eating and weight, but it's 
not on. The pressures to feel 
good AND look good -
well, presentable, at least -
are enormous. To this end, 
i,t helps to develop some 
operating principles re: 
food , so the right amount 
goes from tables to tum
mies. 

How does one approach 
the feasts of the holiday 

season 
and enjoy 
maximal
ly with
out glut- . 
tony? 

SPRINGBOARD 
BY BREN D A GUl LED 

F o r 
me, I 
start by thinking of the 
food. Blessing it and being 
thankful isn ' t enough. 
Before enjoying a fruit, for 
example, I think of where it 
grew. 

I imagine its flower, its 
pollination by a bee or fly, 
its slow swelling with 
water, nutrients and sun
shine to perfect ripeness to 
make a sweet, tasty miracle 
for lucky me. I think of the 
hands that picked it, boxed 
or bagged it, then prepared 
and brought it to precisely 
this place and moment for 

my pleasure and well
being. 

Imagining the begin
nings, growings, pickings, 
processings and delivery of 
every morsel at a banquet 
keeps me many bites 
behind those who dive in 
without thought. 

There's a world of won
ders to savour beyond the 
food itself. It's far more 
than just a commodity to 
fill an animal function and 
time. I've thought this way 
for so many years that it's 
an automatic and unbreak
able habit, so deeply 

ingrained that I think it 
even when talking and oth
erwise distracted. 

People often overeat to 
keep the excess from going 
to waste - as if turning it 
into human lard isn't a 
waste - or they throw' out 
the extra. Health Canada 
reports that 30 per cent of 
edibles now go to the 
dump. Neither choice is 
smart or necessary. 

The key word here is 
"leftovers." I learned early 
to clean my plate, down to 
the last crumb if I choose 
my own portions, and to 
keep the rest for another 
snack or meal if not. 

I was raised by the mores 
of a most graceful grand
mother. Her refined 
upbringing and good sense 
made clear that leaving 

food on one's plate to be 
chucked made a mockery 
of its blessing and a display 
of low class . Use the 
Almighty's gifts fully and 
well at all times. Feast or 
famine, treat all food, your
self and the Earth with 
respect. The remaining bits 
deserve the same care as 
the first fat portions. 

Finally, at some point in 
one's noshing, there will be 
a last bite. Short of eating 
till passing out, this will be 
a conscious decision . It 
might as well be an earlier, 
regret-free mouthful than a 
later, stuffed-gut one. 

After eating the right 
amount, another enjoyment 
begins. Ambrose Bierce 
defined "Eat" - in his 
Devil's Dictionary of the 
late 1800s - as "v.i . To 

perform successively (and 
successfully) the functions 
of mastication, humecta
tion, and deglutition." 

He added: '"I was in the 
drawing-room, enjoying 
my dinner,' said Brillat
Savarin, beginning an anec
dote. 'What! ' interrupted 
Rochebriant; 'eating dinner 
in a drawing-room?' ' I 
must beg you to observe, 
monsieur,' explained the 
great gastronome, 'that I 
did not say I was eating my 
dinner, but enjoying it. I 
had dined an hour before.'" 

Exactly. We eat to be satis
fied - before, during and 
after. Now that ' s the .full
meal deal, with no need to 
diet come Januqry when 
December's great food is par
taken for its every pleasure. 

mail@ b g uiled. com 
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More letters 
Streamline 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to explain the 
key elements of the 
Significant Projects 
Streamlining Act, Bill 75, 
and how this proposed legis
lation will benefit communi
ties , like yours, across 
British Columbia. 

There is concern among 
some local governments that 
this legislation gives the 
provincial government 
sweeping powers to override 
local government decisions 
around significant projects. 
The provincial government, 
under Section 874 of the 
Local Government Act, has 
alway s had those powers 
and rarely invoked them. 
What Bill 75 does is estab
lish a framework for bring
ing all parties together in 
partnership to expedite red 
tape in the review and pro
cess approvals that both lev
els of government impose. 

As we're all aware, local 
and provincial red tape in 
British Columbia has driven 
away or discouraged capital 
investment. Your community 
may have even experienced 
this firsthand. Both investors 
and governments have long 
expressed concern about the 
long timelines in obtaining 
project review decisions. 

I am saddened to say that 
a major project investment 
that could provide much 
needed jobs in rural resource 
British Columbia will 
almost certainly take longer 
to get through provincial and 
local approvals than it took 

to build this province's 
Parliament Buildings in 
1893. This building of gran
ite, marble and wood took 
only four years to complete, 
despite many of the materi
als having to be shipped 
from as far away as Italy. 
Today, it could take up to 1 0 
years of wrangling and 
manoeuvring through a 
complicated maze of rules 
and regulations from numer
ous approvals authorities 
before the first shovel could 
hit the ground. This is unac
ceptable. 

The aim of Bill 75 is to 
reverse this trend. It is a crit
ical component of our 
Heartlands Economic 
Strategy and will provide 
tremendous opportunities to 
rural resource communities. 
Bill 75 will allow local gov
ernments to request a desig
nation on their local projects 
that have minimal regional, 
economic. and environmental 
benefits. Attracting private
sector investment is critical 
to achieving this vision and 
Bill 75 sends a cle(!r signal 
to investors that B.C. has in 
place a streamlined permit
ting regime for major pro
jects. 

Bill 75 imposes a disci
pline on both provincial and 

· local approval authorities to 
ensure large-scale projects 
important to the economic, 
social or environmental 
well-being of British 
Columbia go through. the 
approval process in a timely 
way. This legislation is 
designed to be used infre
quently. This bill i s an 
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important tool in our efforts 
to encourage more invest
ment in British Columbia, 
which will ultimately lead to 
greater economic diversifica
tion and more job opportuni
ties for all British 
Colombians. 
KEVIN FALCON, 
Minister of State for 
Deregulation 

Meditate 
On November 24, B.C . 

Ferry Services Inc. president 
and CEO David Hahn 
approached the North 
Saanich municipal council to 
propose changes to traffic 
patterns on Highway 17, 
leading to the Swartz Bay 
ferry terminal. 

Is this not the same David 
Hahn who has on various 
occasions stated that with a 
contingent of managers with 
six-figure salaries he is 
unable to manage a self
serve parking lot? 

Now he wants us to 
believe he has solutions for 
the enormous volumes of 
traffic on Highway 17 . I 
don' t think so. 

Mr. Hahn 's true area of 
expertise is Chapter 11, and 
every member of the travel
ling public in B.C. is advised 
to meditate on this fact. 
BRIAN WRIGHT, 
Sidney 

Do good 
What .if some Grinch 

came and took away all our 
lights and toys (imported 
from countries where the 
people making them almost 
certainly don't earn enough 
money to buy such toys for 
their kids), and meat from 
factory farm animals? 

Would we be like the 
Whos of Dr. Seuss ' story, 
still able to celebrate our 
love and caring for each 
other and the wider world? 

And hey, if we do love this 
earth and each other, surely 
we can find ways to cele
brate Christmas that do 
some good. Here are some 
ideas: 

• gifts that give twice : 
donations, fair trade items, 
New Society (ancient forest 

' free, recycled paper) books: 

http://www.newsociety.com, 
gifts from UNICEF, the 
Western Canada Wilderness 
Committee, etc. 

• Re-use instead of trash
ing: proceeds from a garage 
sale at 393 Fulford-Ganges 
Road on Saturday, 
December 6 (8-noon) will 
go to buy food hampers here 
on Salt Spring. 

Homemade gifts. 
Parents, encourage your kids 
to give things they make . : . 
and helping your kids learn 
to make instead of buy is 
one of the best gifts you can 
give. I used to avoid going 
into stores with my daughter 
because she very badly 
wanted some things that I 
couldn't bring myself to buy 
for her. I worried that I was 
so extreme that I would push 
her into being a mega-con
sumer, but I just couldn't 
buy this stuff that I knew 
would likely end up in a 

-landfill one day, especially if 
it was something "cheap" 
but terribly expensive in 
terms of cost to the earth and 
social justice. 

One day my daughter was 
begging for something in a 
catalogue even though she 
knew she wouldn ' t get it. 
Then it occurred to her to 
draw that thing. And then we 
glued her drawing onto a 
piece of cereal box and cut it 
out. Voila! She had the toy 
she wanted . . . and then she 
realized she could have just 
about any toy she wanted. 

First she wanted me to 
make them but soon enough 
I was too slow and she went 
into production herself. 
Eventually she was very 
proud that she could make 
her own, environmentally 
friendly toys . (And she 
became very good at draw
ing!) Here on Salt Spring 
there are lots of workshops 
for kids and others to learn 
how to make things. 

Finding ways to celebrate 
Christmas and birthdays 
without emphasizing big 
bucks is important for anoth
er reason too. For families 
that are just getting by, birth
days and Christmas can be 
very stressful. If everyone 

tones down the consump
tion, (with no gift birthday 
parties, etc.) then there is 
less pressure to try and buy 
things we can't afford. 

Buying things through 
catalogues at school also 
rubs salt on this situation of 
income disparity. One of my 
brothers came up with a 
good solution to that one: 
make a donation to the local 
library instead - and let 
your kids choose from the -
wide variety of choices 
there, at the library. 
JAN SLAKOV, 
Deer Park Road 

Socks 
knocked off 

Salt Spring UNICEF has 
had an amazing Christmas 
sale this year. Deep gratitude 
to Sabine and her staff at 
Sabine's book shop for their 
patience and support. The 
bookshop was the perfect 
venue. 

Salt Spring Islanders have 
bought UNICEF Christmas 
cards and gifts all through 
November, which surpassed 
all past years 'for sales . We 
thank all of you who bought 
your cards and gifts from 
UNICEF. Your thoughtful
nes s does matter in this 
world. You are helping chil
dren and their families 
around the globe access the 
basic needs - including 
clean water, health care and 
education - at a time when 
too many children are vul
nerable to the ravages of vio
lence and hunger. 

Salt Spring al.(eady has a 
reputation in the Vancouver 
UNICEF office for the 
strong response to our sales, 
but this year island generosi
ty is definitely going to 
knock their socks off over 
there! 

We do have some gifts 
and cards still to sell, so if 
you're not finished with your 
Christmas buying, please 
give me a call at 653-9253 
and I will link up with you. 
There may be another sale in 
Ganges village - to be 
announced. 
DOROTHY DRUBEK, 
Salt Spring UNICEF 

Sidney's Premier Retirement Community 

Arnica at Beechwood Village 

Event: Afternoon Tea 
& Sing-a-long 

Date: October gth 

Time: 2:00pm 

Music by Toni Blodgett 

RSVP: 655-0849 

~" AM l CA .. 
at Beechwood Vi/lag 

2315 Mills Road, .,1nnev 



FRE 
A $35 purchase of cosmetics or fragrances 
and you receive either a salad server 
set or a cake serving set. 

DOWNTOWN UPTOWN 
537-5534 538-0323 

.-..~ ............. ~ ........ 104 Lower Ganges Rd . 372 Lower Ganges Rd. 

OPEN MON.-SAT, 9-6 I SUN & HOLIDAY MON.11-5 t ---------------------

CASH PRIZES 
1 - $500.00 I 5 - $100.00 

Shop at any of the participating 
businesses in the 

Driftwood Gift .Guide and 
fill out a ballot to win! 

The draw will be made Tuesd~y 
December 23rd after 1 pm. 

Ballots are available at all 
Holiday Gift Guide Businesses. 

Please, one ballot, per person, per visit. 
Employees of the participating stores and 
Driftwood not eligible to win. 

Relndetr· 
Ant len 
with bells it.SO .. 

, Super V.lue 
· .~~~~~~ Pak tattenet. 

AA~W~ 9V4 
Clnd Ofrom 
~2.50/pkg. 

Hlgb Quality 
81ft8 

Save on gifts 
and a.ccessones! 
8" plOw Candlet 
Auorted coiN1 
*' ·00 ea. 

- -"'-'-... 

48" SoOd 
colour metallo 
gift wrap 
$1.25/roU 

FM Radio 
with arphonea 

*3.50 ea. 

Med llle only tt.SO to tt.75 ea. 



eas 
at 

~ahinc's 1Nookslfop 
Fine old and 

nearly-new· books 

Grace Pt. Square 
538-0025 

"Where your Christmas dollar goes further" 

GULF ISLANDS DRIF1WOOD 

.. Jlflofurrs & ~int 
Don't forget to book your 

stmas Arrangements 
EARLY! 

Live at Last 
2-CD set 

A great Salt Spring Gift 

~ OPEN 

Salt Spring 
Music.Colll 

24n www.saltspringmusic.com 

~~ 
RHYTHM'S EDGE 
DRUMS 

Made 
in Canada 

from $2oo We, re 
well stocked 

for the musician 
in your family 

Acousrtc 'PLArv 
#2-150 Fulford-Ganges Rd. • 537-9668 



S.S.I. GOLF CLUB SALE ENDS 
DEC. 24/03 

FREE CHRISTMAS GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE OVER $50.00 

Christmas 
Sa{e 

ALL SUMMER CLOTHES 20 SO•' 
shirts, skirts, shorts • • • • • • • • • /0 OFF 

GOLF BAGS •••••••• • •• • •••• 25°/o OFF 
ACCESSORIES •. . •.•• ••••••• 25°/o OFF 
SWEATERS ...... .. ......... 25°/o OFF 

MANY IN-STORE SPECIALS AS WELL/ 

Hours: 9am- Spm, 7 days a week I 537-2121 
Season•s Greetings 

from staff & members of SS Golf & Country Club 

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT 122 Upper Ga.nges Rd. at the head of Ganges Harbour S37 4202 
Mon.· Fr1. 8:30am • 5pm/ Sat. 8:30am • 1 pm • 

Boards 
Leather 
Journa ls 
Art supplie 

Games 
• Calendars 
• Exotic 

Treasures 

* * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2003 .._ A1J 

The Local 
Licensed Liquor Store 

Christmas Gift Ideas 

on 
open 7 days a week 11 am-11 pm 

~ESO~fS A~E OPENfNG AND 
fHE HOLIOA YS G~OW NEA~ 
ISLAND ESCAPADES IS BECKONING Wl'fH 

GlfiS GALOI?E AND OUALIIY GEAr?! 

This week's specials: 

35% off CROSS Waterproof ~l'habiE~ 
Ski Pants ... adults & kids sizes 

Salt Spring Island's 250~ Outdoor &ear, Sportswea ·.. 'o off all NIKE Sportswear ... shorts, 
and Adventure Co. sweat pants, tank tops, etc. 

fl. & ;~~~!< A~~CiBLE fl. 15% off OP pullovers, hoodies, 
YEA~ ~OUNO t-shirts & swim shorts. 

163 Fulford Ganges Rd. (across from Radio Shack) Sale ends 

537·2553 www.islandescapades.com Dec. 10th 

• Men 
• Women 

All Cuddle down 
Duvets 20% 

OFF 
(sales ends Dec. 13/03) 

MO-NDAY - SATURDAY 8 : 30~5 : 3 0 
SHOP SUNDAYS 9 :00-5: 30-

537-555 1 

"r '"' • Kids 
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• rr:uly rropical 
• Gourmet Fruit 
• Gourmet Delight 

• 1raditional Fruit 
•1ime for rea 
• Naturally Delicious 
• Country Breakfast 

• Island Signature Series 
and more! 

We deliver 
anywhere 
in the 
world! 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

cree 
..• the perfect 

· Family Christmas Gift 

Panasonic TAU Television 
pure Flat Screen 

Available in 20" & 27" from $399 
.. 

Panasonic Regular Screen 
Television Available in 
20" & 27" from $299 

Panasonic DVD 

- -···-·-· ~ ... , 

from $169 

JVC L' Art Television 
pure Flat Screen 

Available in 20" & 27" from 349 

_i';il 

Panasonic VCR/TV Combos 
Available in 13" & 20" 

from $299 

JVC DVD 

- 0 0 0 0 
a 

from $179 
other brands from $69.99 

(4.1J.l'~ "'- Rad· Sh k FREE DELIVERY AND sEr uP 
Electronics Inc. 10 ac e Mon.· Sat. 10-5:30 pm 

162 FULFORD GANGES ROAD • 527-4522 

Oregano/ 
Lavender/ 
Dried Grasses 

Christmas 
Dish Gardens 

Fresh is what we're famous for!"' 
537-1522 
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RAN 
A bunch of roses to the 

fellows who were enjoying 
their coffee break at Embe 
when my car quit there. 
They jump-started and 
pushed it three times. 
Thanks also to the group of 
young people who pushed 
my car off the main road 
and didn't wait for thanks. 
Chivalry still abounds on 
this island. EE 

Thanks to the ferry staff at 
Long Harbour for their 
efforts in trying to support 
the Salt Spring Pony Club 
with their educational field 
trips to the mainland. We 
thank them for their contin
ued support to the horse 
community when travelling 
with horses. 

Roses to the person who 
left free firewood in the 
truck on Fulford-Ganges 
Road for people to take. 
Thank-you for thinking of 
other people and not wast
ing precious wood. It burns 
great! 

Roses to GYM for the 

annual draw that pulled my 
narpe. I feel like I won the 
lottery! Your timing was 
impeccable. Thanks. 

Ro ses to Walter and 
Cindy. After seeing the num
ber of people attending the 
Trooper concert and the vast 
amount of organization 
required, I wanted you to 
know you did a super job. 
Walter and Cindy rock! 

Red roses from Liverpool 
for Stan Lam. Good to see 
you back. 

To Peggy, Kenn, Peter, 
Liz, Gary and the many 
organizers of World AIDS 
day events - the depth of 
your caring, creativity and 
commitment inspire hope 
for a healthier, more loving 
world. Blessed be. 

Roses to the lODE for its 
generous support of 
Community Services. · 

Encore, encore. Bravo, 
bravo . A huge bouquet of 
roses to WordPlay for its 
wonderful production of 
The Glass Menagerie . It 
was a memorable evening 

More lett~rs 
Opposed 

ArtSpring and the Gulf 
Islands Community Arts 
Council want additional tax
payers' money and the 
Capital Regional District 
(CRD) is prepared to fund 
them by bylaw at Salt Spring 
Island electors' expense. 

How they propose to seg
regate the funds going to the 
arts council, to ensure .their 
spending on Salt Spring only, 
they do not say. Otherwise, 
the Islands Trust's history 
could be repeated with Salt 
Spring taxpayers' funding 
projects on other Gulf 
Islands. 

The bylaw will draw down 
no more than $38,018 the 
first full year the maximum is 
requisitioned, with the 
amount then increasing in 
escalating amounts without 
limit in line with continually 
rising property tax assess
ments. 

The rate being set is $2.50 
per $100,000 of property 
assessment. 

With our home valued at 
$361,000, the bylaw assess
ment will be $9.02 the first 
full year based on 2003 tax 
rolls. After that, no top cap 
whatsoever. 

This bylaw is not to go to 
referendum as did those for 
the library and the Rainbow 
Road parks and recreation 
land purchase in 1999. It is to 
be passed through the back 
door by "counter petition 
opportunity." 

The opportunity is that the 
bylaw passes unless five per 
cent or more of all Salt 
Spring electors take the trou
ble to vote against it. And 
trouble itis, for: 

• the counter petition form 
must be picked up in person; 

• the form is only available 
at the Victoria and Salt 
Spring CRD offices and then 
only during normal business 
hours; 

• on presenting myself at 
the Salt Spring office, I was 
refused any more than the 
blank form for ourselves. (As 
the forms can be run off on 
any copying machine, I trust 
this stupid bureaucratic 
restriction has been removed 
by now); 

• the forms require com
pletion with full legal name 
and residential address and 
then a signature by the elec
tor. This is in stark contraven
tion of basic and essential 
democratic principles of a 
secret and confidential ballot; 

• the forms have to be 
retumed to the CRD office by 
4 p.m. January 5, 2004. 

Then, and only if the 
counter petition is successful, 
will the proposed bylaw go to 
a full and secret referendum 
vote. 

We shall be voting for the 
counter petition because: 

• We believe that any open
ended and uncapped money 
bylaw should be approvedpy 
a vote of all electors; and 

SfU.FF (c 
ftUifing 
Moniay **' 
Thurs.rJay ~ 
lc Ja~ ,, 
6uri 
At>rft · 

So 
ta+~h t 

OPINION 

of theatre. 

Rants to the elitist resi
dents of Churchill Road, 
who refuse to wave or even 
smile at those non-residents 
who use Churchill to access 
the public beach. Separatism · 
has never been a healthy 
mindset. 

Rants to the backhoe 
operator who took it upon 
himself to dig a deep ditch 
across a public road. Wright 
Road h as no turn-around 
now. 

DERRICK'S 

WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 3, 2003 "'A15 

Name: MOYA DOHERTY 
537/538/653: 653 
Occupation(s): Service 
representative at Island 
Savings Credit Union. 
Hobbies: Groupie, han
dler and P.R. person for 
Dave Roland's many 
bands. 
Home finished/unfin
ished: Finished. 
Favourite people: Big, 
handsome, dark-skinned 
bass players. 
Favourite read: Diana 
Gabaldon, who writes 
about the rugged, kilt 
wearing Jamie Fraser. 
Best thing about SSI: 
The people. 
Worst thing about 551: 
The people. 
Best place to kiss on 
SSI?: In my garden. 

The Thrift Store charging 
$40? What is .this world 
corning to? Where do single 
moms shop now? Let's show 
we're really pushing out the 
poor - the moms and the 
children. 

ISLAND PICS 

Rants to the rudeness of 
some volunteers in widely
used facilities on Salt 
Spring. We appreciate that 
you're a volunteer, but that 
doesn't give you the right to 
chew off our heads. 

• When the public finally 
funded ArtSpring's opening, 
it was upon the firm commit
ment that it would be fiscally 
operationally sound and 
would never again call for 
further taxpayers money. 

Please take the trouble 
required to vote in this 
counter petition to ensure us 
all a full and open vote on a 
money bylaw. 
MICHAEL and 
JILL WHEATON, 
Lower Ganges Road 

• two months 

Visit our website: 
www.meritfurnitureduncan.com 

FURNITURE 
APPLIANCE.$ 
MATTRESSES 

Over 20,000 sq. ft. =• of inventory 

GARAGE SALE? 
Use the Driftwood 
. garage sale kit 

537-9933 

• 2 hour personal orientation 
• body composition assessment . 
• five tanning sessions 

$69.95 
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CAR & LIGHT TRUCK 'Malignant potential' of island's 
density transfers must be halted 

COVER 
CONTEST 

YOUR photo could be on the cover of the next Salt 
Spring Island Directory, corning out in June! 

Submit your colour photo reflecting Salt Spring 
Island before the entry deadline of January 31, 
2004 and if your photo is chosen for the Cover, we 
will donate $500.00 on your behalf, to the Charity of 
your Choice! 

Please mail your entry to: Lions Publications Photo 
Contest, 103 Bonnet Avenue, Salt Spring Island, BC 
V8K 2K8 with your name, address and phone number 
clearly marked on the back. 

Open to amateur photographers only. Lions 
Publications reserves the right to decide not to use any of 
the photos submitted. Photos not selected can be picked 
up at 103 Bonnet Avenue after February 15. 

lDI uonsPubllcatlllll 

By ELISSA POOLE 
Every cancer starts 

so mewhere. One cell, 
making one mistake, is all 
it takes. · 

Cell division , subdivi
s ion : b o th can go very 
wrong. 

But if early detection is 
the best cure, all of Salt 
Spring , not just the 
Isabella Point neighbour
hood, needs to look at the 
threat current zoning poli
cies - specifically the 
idea of transferring densi
ties (ie. the purchasing of 
subdivision potential) 
from one property to 
another - pose to the 
island at large. 

If you live here because 
you cherish, as the Salt 
Spring Island Official 
Community Plan (OCP) so 
succinctly puts it, Salt 
Spring's "rural character 
and atmosphere," then 
know this: What you cher
ish is at risk. 

An application now 
underway to transfer den
sities to a receiving prop
erty at the end of Isabella 
Point Road is , in itself, 
just one request among 
many for rezoning. 

If it's not in your back-

~tk~ r?17l ~ ... *'~by ~Mvwy 
• Princess Package - deluxe manicure & pedicure, 

soothing 2 hour treatment $60 
Complete with Princess Bell! · 

Gift Certificates available at the 
TreeHouse Cafe Ganges. Mon.- Fri. or call Penny 538-0307 

IN 
DEPTH 

yard, you may not have 
noticed it. 

But that application is a 
paradigm for metastasis. If 
this request - which goes 
against every objective for 
density transfers in the 
official community plan 
(OCP) - is approved, a 
dangerous precedent for 
all future density transfers 
will have been set. And 
then the cancer will be in 
your backyard. 

According to the OCP, 
the transfer of densities 
sho uld: a) encourage 
development away from 
rural and environmentally 
sensitive areas; b) guide 
future development into 
clusters and towards exist-

. ing or new villages where 
transportation and services 
can be most efficiently 
provided ; c) create future 
settlement patterns that 
reduce dependency on pri
vate automobiles; d) allow 
for efficient and affordable 
delivery of public ser 
vices ; and e) ensure that 
any higher density areas 
that are created do not . 
have a negative impact on 
the rural character or natu
ral environment of the 
island. 

And yet rural neighbour
hoods have been chosen as 
the receiving areas for 
densities ? 

Go figure. 
The contentious \proper

ty abuts an ecological 
reserve, by definition an 
"environmentally sensitive 
area." 

It is at the end of a nar
row, winding road , 9 km 
from Fulford, at least an 
hour and a half away by 
foot and a very tough 
cycle on a road that is 
impas sable with even a 
light dusting of snow. 

It support s a current 
total of 174 lots, many of 
them part of larger proper
ties and farms, with aver
age lot size at abou t 5 . 2 
acres. 

It is currently zoned to 

accommodate another 45 
lots. 
. Bu t fa ctor in de nsi ty 
tran sfers, which may be 
applied to any lot over six 
acre s , and that number 
more than doubles , reduc
ing the average lot size to 
approximately 3.2 acres , 
and severely compromis
ing the area's rural charac
ter. 

That, on its own, is rea
son enough to dismiss this 
application, which is inap
propriate on every count. 

But there's another, 
graver issue , and that is 
the fact that this 16.3-acre 
property, which the owners 
want to divide into five 
lots, is protected from fur
ther subdivision by a 
covenant. 

Originally part of a larg
er parcel, it was left intact 
in order to maintain the 
necessary five-acre mini
mum while still accommo
dating a number of small, 
high-priced lots on the 
waterfront. · 

In other words, this 
property has exhausted its 
legal subdivision potential. 

If the Islands Trust is 
willing to break the 
covenant in so cavalier a 
fashion, what is to stop it 
from dismissing 
covenants, of any sort, on 
any other property? 

The OCP specifies that 
donor properties in density · 
transfers must be protected 
by conservation covenants . 
But how sacred would 
those covenants be? 

When the Trust 
approached the Salt Spring 
Conservancy · about hold
ing a joint conservation 
covenant for its first densi
ty transfer, the two groups 
could not reach an agree
ment. 

Why? Because the Trust 
did not accept stipulations 
the Conservancy felt were 
essentiaJ ·for ensuring the 
legal enforceability of that 
covenant. 

For the next set of densi
ty transfers fro m parcel s 
adjacen t to th e current 
donor p arcel, th e Tru st 
turn ed to its own Tr us t 
Fund Board to join i t in 

holding the covenants. 
On the one hand , the 

Tru st is telling us that 
donor properties will be 
preserved under covenant 
(i .e. not subdividable) in · 
perpetuity. 

On the other we have 
every reason to mistrust 
thi s when they hold the 
covenant without the pro
tection afforded by a non
government conservation 
group. 

There's another aspect 
of the den sity trading 
game that gives us cause 
to be w~ry , and that' s 
amenity zoning. 

This is the scheme 
whereby property owners 
who want rezoning can 
buy, for a nominal fee, 
densities that the Trust has 
"created" out of thin air as 
a means to pay for public 
amenities - compare it to 
pre-war Germany printing 
money not backed up by 
the gold standard. 

This is little more than 
an elegant form of 
bribery : The need for 
money will only grow as 
the population increases : 
What is to stop the Trust 
from "creating" 100 new 
densitie s every time it 
needs cash? 

Incorporation was partly 
defeated because i sland 
residents feared it would 
encourage development. 

Ironically, density trans
fers let devel dpment in 
through the back door, and 
a very big door it is . 

They beg abuse ; their 
arbitrary application 
makes a mockery of the 
word "planning;" and they 
are a slap in the face to 
rural neighbourhoods, 
which have a right to 
expect the Trust to uphold 
its mandate and protect 
their "rural character." 

Density transfer has 
huge, malignant potential. 
Once it takes hold it will 
be very hard to stop. 

It 's time for the five 
year review of the OCP 
and a freeze on density 
transfer applications until 
proper checks and bal
ances have been built into 
the process. 

The wri ter f irst moved 
to Salt Spring Is land in 
I 977. She is a fre elance 
journalist for the Globe 
and Mail and a classical 
musician. 

There's a special offer coming your way. 

HANS STRAUB 

The Driftwood has contracted circulation sales 
representative Hans Straub to underta.ke a 
subscription drive. Hans will be calling on you to 
offer subscription prices for the Driftwood at 
substantial savings over regular subscription prices. 



GULF ISLANDS DRIF1WOOD OPINION _ 

PERFECT PRIZES: 
Order of the Eastern· 
Star members Dorothy 
Sloan and May David 
hold raffle tickets as 
they stand in front of 
the charity group's top 
raffle prize- a quilt 
worth $2,000. Other raf
fle prizes include 
Canucks hockey tickets 
and a Canucks jersey. 
Raffle tickets are avail
able through Tom David 
at the Dollar Store, or 
by calling Marilyn 
Leavitt at 537-1924. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Wt:UNt:::>UAY, Ut:Lt:IVII:St:l\ .l, £UV.l .. .._., 

13ookkeeyin8 &' Payro(( Services 
Specializing in Small Business 

QuickBooks® Setup, Training & Support 

Wu{din ton &'_Co. Limited - 5 37· DBS4 

Certified Intuit Advisor david @wadd ington.ca . 

An· aspects of the density transfer 
concept shouldn't be thrown out 
By PATRICIA HEWETT 

It was with great interest 
that I read the November 26 
View Point. 

I honour the fact that this 
view point on density trans
fer is the opinion of the 
authors and they, like I, are 
entitled to opinions. Having 
seen one point of view I 
went in search of the other 
side of the story - hence 
this opinion piece. 

The current Official 
Community Plan for Salt 
Spring Island includes poli
cies that promote and pro
vide the opportuni ty to 
move development potential 
from one lot to another by 
proceeding through a rezon
ing process that affects both 
lots. This process does not 
create any additional lot 
potential on Salt Spring 
Isfand so the overall five
acre average concept is pre
served. What are also pre
served are sensitive ecosys
tems or other such 
attributes. 

The Gulf Islands are 
clearly a special place with a 
particular way of life that is 
worthy of preservation. Also 
worth preserving are pock
ets of land that have special 
characteristics . This is, in 
fact, the mandate of the 
Islands Trust and the whole 
reason for its existence -
preserve and protect. 

I stand to be corrected, 
but I believe that the concept 

IN 
RESPONSE 
of density transfer is in its 
infancy with regard to 
implementation. Like any 
new concept or regulatio~. 
there are bugs to work out. 
For those of you who 
remember the creation of 
the Agricultural Land 
Reserve (ALR), you will 
remember that initially there 
were great tracts of rock that 
were protected while high
producing farmland was 
missed. However, over time 
the reserve boundaries have 
been adjusted and the poli
cies for inclusion and exclu
sion refined so that now, 
many years later, we have a 
system that, while not per
fect, works reasonably well. 

If the initial reaction to 
the ALR had been to throw 
it out because the first ver
sion was not perfect, there is 
a very good chance that a 
great deal of agricultural 
land that exists today would 
have been developed over 
the past 30 years. 

The same is true of densi
ty transfer. The concepts are 
sound - provide landown
ers of special properties an 
incentive and a mechanism 
to preserve and protect those 
lands and in return allow the 
transfer of that development 
potential to other, le_ss-sensi-

n 
[ J 

~ 
Look for the Minto Messenger newsletter in your 
subscriber's copy of this week's Driftwood. The newsletter 
will also be delivered to mail boxes on Salt Spring Island this 
week. We have included a "Construction Update" on the 
Operating Room Expansion and creation of the Palliative 
Care Suite, with photographs from our Ground Breaking 
Ceremony, which took place September 5th. 

The goal of our Foundation is to raise money to support the 
hospital needs that cannot be met by the Vancouver Island 
Health Authority. Our top priority for 2004 is to upgrade the 
Cardiac Monitoring System, with new defibrillators, 
monitors and pacers. The Foundation has also made the 
commitment to raise funds for a ·number of other equipment 
n~eds. Look for more details in the President's Repott. 

We have some important needs to take care of and, with your 
help, the Foundation will do its utmost to make sure that the 
residents of Salt Spring continue to have the best health care 
we can afford, right here in our community. 

I 

tive properties. 
The existing OCP defines 

those areas that qualify as 
donor lands and those that 
qualify as receiving proper
ties . The rezoning process 
requires the applicant to 
demonstrate that within the 
donor property there are 
attributes worthy of protec
tion and that the receiving 
property is appropriate for 
further development. Like 
the ALR, this puts the cost 
burden of proof on the par
ties that stand to gain from 
the transaction. As long as 
the process is defined and 
timely, this is a fair 
approach. 

There are currently two 
issues at hand regarding 
density transfer: how the 
Islands Trust handles an 
application in stream that is 
seeking to use the existing 
set of rules and guidelines to 
transfer densities to allow 
the subdivision of receiving 
properties, and the debate on 
the pros and cons of density 
transfer in general. 

In 1998, after public con
sultation, ' the trustees of the 
day passed the OCP and set 
the terms and conditions for 
density transfer. We, as 
applicants, are simply exer
cising the process that was 
established and agreed to at 
that time, and as long as our 
application conforms to the 
rules of today, it should pro
ceed as planned. 

off to: 

Crofton Road 
SalfSpring Island 
. BOV8K1Tl 

Phone: 250- 538-4845 

If the community now 
wants to debate and refine 
or remove the rules and 
guidelines set out in the 
OCP, then that is its preroga- -
tive as long as everyone 
realizes that these two 
debates are separate. 

In summary, the densi ty 
transfer process is a good 
idea and a fair way of bal
ancing the preserve and pro
tect mandate with growth. 

Owning land is one of the 
largest investments most 
people make and to have a 
successful, democratic com
munity, the rules need to 
balance the rights of individ
ual land owners with the 
good of the overall commu
nity. 

ThursdayJ Friday and Saturday 
DEC. 4TH, 5TH & 6TH 

The current density trans
fer policies are a good start 
toward that goal. To be fair 
to all the citizens of Salt 
Spring, the existing applica
tions must be considered in 
light of existing rules. If, 
through those applications, 
the community sees that 
there are improvements to 
be made to the system then 
there is a process to go 
through to achieve that end 
that is separate and distinct 
from the (iUrrent applica
tions. 

1 5
0/

0
* •Supplements 

/t and Body 0 f f Care Items 

1oo/O FOOD 
0 F F AND BOOKS 

The writer is an .awner of 
Isabella Point property that 
is the subject of a current 
rezoning and density trans
fer application. 

-----------------------------------~ 
I would like to make a donation to the 
Lady Minto Hospital Foundation 

I WISH TO CONTRIBUTE: $ 

Please use my donation for: 
__ Area of greatest need 
__ Equipment 

Education 
Other 

__ Please contact me about volunteering time 

Name: ---------------------------
Address: 

Postal Code 

Cheques payable to Lady Minto Hospital Founda tion 
If you wish to make a donation as a special gift in the name of a relative, friend, 
or business colleague, call for further information: 538-4845 

bu·ild·ing a healthy comtnltnity 
' 

~-- - ------~---~---------- - ------ - -------------------
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AND 

Jhyl 
We offer a great 

selection of quality 
made logo and 

non-logo items for 
Holiday Gift Giving 

fleece sweatshirt. 
100% cotton. 

Made in Canada 
Polyester I fleece vest 

and scarf. 
Made in Canada. 

Hat by Helly Hansen 

Superwash wool 
sweaters. 

Machine wash/ dry. 
Stays warm when wet. 

Made in B.C. 

Austrailian OutBack 
Water resistant, 

4 colours 

GANGES 
GARMENT 

co. 
"on the action comer" 

www.gangesgarmentco.com 

537-8999 

SANTA SITTING: Salt Spring children had the 
chance to meet with Santa at the Bank of Montreal 
as the annual Light-up festivities got underway 
Saturday. Free photos taken at the event are avail
able for pick-up at the Driftwood office. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

CUT FROM CANADA GR. 'M' OR 'A' BEEF BONELESS 
Cross Rib 
Pot Roast s.s7kg 

BONELESS BLADE CHUCK 2 88 
Simmering Steak s.3sk9 1 

FRESH AUSTRALIAN BEEF STRIPLOIN BONELESS 

New York 
Grill Steak 1o.9ak9 

LILYDALE AIR CHILLED FRESH FRYING 
Chicken 
Drumsticks 2.sokg 

LILYDALE AIR CHILLED FRESH FRYING 1 48 
Chicken Thighs 3.2sk9 1 

~ 

Ministry meets with 
'hot spot' producers 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Island farmers will grill 
government representa 
tives over proposed 
changes to meat-inspec
tion regulations during an 
information meeting at the 
Sal t Spring Farmers' 
Institute Thursday. 

"It has the potential to 
change the rural agricul
tural lifestyle on the Gulf 
Is lands," said Farmers' 
In s ti tute ·director Tony 
Threlfall . 

He's concerned that new 
meat inspection regula
tions dr afted by th e 
Minis try of Health 
Protection Planning for the 
Food Safety Act wi ll 
require small island farms 
to meet standards set for 
large-scale processing 

Sidney Super Foods · 
Gift Certificates 

always appreciated 
From $25 · $10,000 

ask our cashiers 

SHOULDER COUNTRY STYLE 
Fresh Spareribs 
BONELESS- FOR SWEET & SOUR 

Pork Cubes 
BREADED 

Pork Cutlet 
Ground Pork 4.14/kg 1.88 1b 
MITCHELL:S 

Sliced Bacon soog 

plants across the province. 
"We approve of high 

standards but there has to 
be a different way for 
farm-gate sales than to go 
to approved abattoirs." 

Since the new regul a
tions would require meat 
producers to meet regula
tory requirements beyond 
the scope of facilities at 
local farms, Salt Spring 
farmers might be forced to 
take their animals to the 
mainland to get inspected 
and sl augh tered before 
selling them back at their 
own farms on the is land, 
Threlfall said. 

"You can imagine what 
it will be like in the sum
mer if you go off-island 
with 50 chickens and get 
caught in a ferry line-up." 

The only approved poul
try processor that meets 
the new ministry guide 
lines is located in 
Coquitlam, he noted. 

Previously, local farms 
were inspected by the 
Capital Health Region 
(now the Vancouver Island 
Health Authority) but they 
were not required to meet 
federal inspection stan
dards developed for large
scale processing plants. 

But farmers have been 
selling meat on the Gulf 
Islands for a century with
out mishap, Threlfall said. 

"Farm-gate sales is the 
safest system you've got as 
a consumer." 

The one-to-one relation
ship between a customer 
and a producer removes 
any mysteries in meat pro
duction, Threlfall said. 

"If you go to a super
market or a store, you have 
no idea how the goods are 
produced." 

Much like the unsuspect
ing consumers, is land 
farmers are still in the dark 
about whether .new regula
tions will have an impact 
on farm-gate sales. 

"It looks like they've left 
a little bit of wiggle room." 

The lack of communica
tion from the ministry to 
processors and producers 
has been baffling, he said. 

"It's difficult to come up 
with an action plan if you 
don't know what you're 
dealing with." 

He's asking local pro
ducers to attend the 
December 4 meeting to 

share ·their concerns with 
government representa 
tives . 

Some 40 people gath
ered at a Farmers ' Institute 
meeting on November 12 
to disc uss the proposed 
changes in response to a 
last-minute call for input 
from the ministry. 

Most local farmers only 
heard about the meat-regu
l ation changes through 
word of mouth , Threlfall 
noted. 

But the group created an 
action committee chaired 
by Margaret Thomson with 
further membership from 
Brian Brett, Bev Byron, 
Marilynne Cunningham, 
Sally Dailly and Margaret 
Threlfall. 

"Their job is to do 
research on the Food 
Safety Act and the new 
meat-inspection regula
tions so we can make a 
submission." 

The Farmers ' Institute 
also wrote a letter to the 
ministry requesting an 
extension from the 
December 1 deadline for 
feedback on the regulation 
changes. 

And the ministry agreed 
to extend the public input 
period until January 30. 
They also arranged to meet 
with local producers to 
hear their concerns, one of 
only three meetings sched
uled for the province, he 
said. 

"They are only address
ing these three ' hot 
spots."'_ 

Government representa
tives met with farmers in 
Prince George Monday and 
arrange d to meet with 
Nanaimo producers 
Wednesday. 

Three speakers will be 
on hand to talk about 
meat-inspection regula
tions at Thursday ' s Salt 
Spring meeting. 

Health Protection 
Planning executive director 
Kersteen Johnston will be 
joined by Food Protection 
Services director Larry 
Copeland from the B.C . 
Centre for Disease 
Control, and district agrol
ogist Wayne Haddow of · 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
Food and Fisheries. 

The information meeting 
will be at the Farmers' 
Institute at 7 p.m. 

Susan Monaghan, B.A,. D. 01. 
Feet First -- Gulf Clinic 

241 Lower Ganges Road 
Tel. 537-0715 

Susan will be retiring effective Jan. 1. 
Many thanks to all her cl ients for the 

opportunity to care for their feet. 
Heather Howard, L.P.N. and Jennifer 

Hollings, R.N., M. Sc. will be offering foot 
care at the above location, effective 

January 1st. 
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Violence vigil set for Saturday 
By LORNA CAMMAERT 
Special to the Driftwood 

On Saturday, December 6, 
SWOVA invites the commu
nity to attend a candlelight 
vigil in the United Church 
meadow at 6 p.m. for the 
National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on 
Violence Against Women. 

We remember all women 
killed by violence and we 
mark the 14 years since the 
death of 14 young women 
murdered in their classrooms 
at L'Ecole Polytechnique in 
Montreal. 

The events that took place 
in Montreal were not unique. 
Violence against women is 
far too common. Violence 
against women is a serious 
social problem that cuts 
across all segments of soci
ety. It affects women in aU 
areas of their lives, and can 
occur in the home, in the 
workplace, in educational 
and other institutions, and in 
the community. 

Women of all races and 
cultural groups may experi
ence vio lence, as may 
women of all social strata 

and income levels. 
This violence takes many 

forms , including sexual 
assault, sexual harassment, 
stalking and domestic vio
lence, as well as murder. 

Violence against women is 
defined by the United 
Nations as any act of gender
based violence that results in 
physical, sexual or psycho
logical harm or suffering . 
This includes manipulating a 
woman through yelling, 
threats, humiliation, finan
cial/economic abuse, or for
bidding religious practices, 
to the use of physical vio
lence such as beatings or 
non-consensual §exual activ
ity. 

It is well established that 
Canadian women are most 
likely to be victimized by 
men they trust, respect and 
love. For many, the fear of 
violence restricts their choic
es and ability to participate 
fully and freely in society. 

Women (and children) 
who experience violence 
suffer obvious consequences 
- both physical and emo
tional. Society also bears a 

cost, in terms of providing 
health, medical and social 
services to victims, bringing 
offenders to justice through 
the courts, and losing the 
contributions to the work
force and the community of 
women who have been 
assaulted. This cost is esti
mated to exceed $4 billion 
annually in Canada 
(Selected Estimates of the 
Costs of Violence Against 
Women, The Centre for 
Research on Violence 
Against Women and 
Children, 1995). 

Other long-term costs may 
be hard to quantify: the psy
chological pain of anxiety, 
loss of self-esteem, depres
sion, isolation and fear. 
Children who .wi tne ss or 
experience violence in the 
hoine are at high risk of 
becoming victims and/or 
abusers later in life. 

The statistics are alarming. 
- Half of Canadian women 

have been victims of at least 
one act of physical or sexual 
violence since the age of 16. 
Of all victims of crimes 
against the person in 2000, 

females made up the vast 
majority of sexual assaults 
(86 per cent), criminal 
harassment (78 per cent) and 
kidnapping/hostage-taking 
or abduction (67 per cent). 

Four out of five victims of 
spousal homicide are female. 
In Canada, two women are 
killed per week as a result of 
domestic violence. 

Nearly 60,000 Canadian 
women are admitted to shel
ters for abused women each 
year, .along with nearly 
40,000 children. Shelters are 
so crowded that more than 
70% have had to turn 
'women away because the 
shelter was full . 

Right here in our o_wn 
community, SWOVA 
(Saltspring Women Opposed 
to Violence and Abuse) is 
working toward the elimina
tion of violence against 
women. Thrm,Jgh research 
and education programs, we 
are endeavoring to develop 
solutions that will change 
these brutal statistics. 

Please join us on Saturday, 
December 6, 6 p.m. in the 
United Church meadow. 

New owners take over Wisteria B&B 
Ownership 

of Wisteria 
G u e s t 
House is 
changing 
hands. 

EVERYPODY'S 
BUSINESS 

WITH PETER McCULLY 

Beverly 
and Len Brown recently 
purchased the Park Drive 
bed and breakfast from Dee 
Hellicar and Jean Brown. · 

Beverly returns to Salt 
Spring after living here for a 
short time in the late ' 60s 
and early 1970s. 

Most recently Bev was 
the pastry chef at the 
Westin Hotel in Times 
Square. 

Len is managing three 
boutique hotels in New York 
and has been involved in 
hostelling on the upper west 
side. 

Daughter Kimiko will 
join the Browns after ·a stint 

with Jockey wear as an 
assistant fashion designer. 
She also has a business 
degree from University of 
Ottawa. 

• If you're having prob
lems with the books, or the 
software, David 
Waddington may be able to 
help. 

New to the island, David 
is a certified Quickbooks 
Advisor who provides book
keeping and payroll services, 
and installs and sets up 
Quickbooks for new users. 

Courses and custom tutor
ing are also available for 
small businesses and self-

employed individuals. 
• The Salt Spring Island 

Chamber of Commerce is 
inviting everyone to attend 
the Bu sine ss Breakfas t 
Club. 

Meetings are intended to 
be monthly, and will feature 
keynote speakers . 
Networking time for busi
ness folk and service 
providers will also be pro
vided. · 

The first one is planned 
for Thursday, December 11 
at 8 a.m. at Calvin's Bistro. 
For more information con
tact the Chamber office at 
537-4223. 

• People may have noticed 
a change in advertisements 
for some restaurants, pubs 
and liquor stores in the past 
couple of editions of the 
Driftwood. 

Recent changes by the 

provincial government now 
allow these businesses to 
advertise liquor brand avail
ability and pricing in a more 
competitive fashion. 

Liquor licensees may now 
advertise availability and price 
on signboards, radio, TV, 
internet and in print. Ads are 
still prohibited from encour
aging people to drink liquor or 
to drink irresponsibly. 
· • In my last column we 
told you that Ron Sullivan 
of the Great Ganges Junk 
Company is preparing to 
move the business to 
Victoria. 

We now have the name of 
the new establishment. Starting 
in the New Year you'll be able 
to find Ron at Castlebridge 
around Fort Street. 

The new shop will feature 
books, antiques, collectibles 
and art. 

Dancers can belt it out in 'choir' session 
A New Mexico dance 

movement invites ·islanders 
to join its ranks when Body 
Choir comes to Mahon Hall 
Thursday. 

The Sante Fe group has 
been in action for about 10 
years, and grew from the 
Sweat Your Prayers organi
zation in Houston, Texas. 

"We lightly use Gabrielle 
Roth 's Fi ve Rhythms in 
guiding the flow of music 
we play," explains the Body 
Choir website. "Our primary 
focus is building community 
through dance. Freedom of 
expression and witness of 
authenticity override the 
dance moves and rhythms." 

According to testimonials 
on the Body Choir website, 
the practise has some devot-
ed fans. . · 

"It 's the one place I can 
be myself and yet no one 
looks at me funny because 

everybody else is doing stuff 
that' s just as much fun ," 
states one person. 

"I love Body Choir 
because I can really experi
ence the present moment 

with all of these wonderful 
people that you get to know 
in a non--verbal and more 
interesting way;' said anoth
er. 

The December 4 Salt 

Spring gathering runs from 
7-9 p.m. 

For more information, see 
the website (www.body
choir.com) or call Monica at 
537-8426. 
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• 
9i11R.J.&~ 
Phone/Fax 538-1685 
Cellular 537-6941 

journeyman Painters • Uncompromising Quality • Honest Pricing • Free Estimates 

Gift certificates now ovoiloble! 

Acupuncture without the needles 

• Neck pain-• Shoulder pain 
• Sports Injuries • Sleep disorders 
• TMJ • Sciatica 
• Migraine headaches and more 

Now Located at 

Gulf Clinic 
241 Lower Ganges Rd 
(across from Kingfisher) 

''I'm absolutely thrilled with my handcrafted 
'one of a kind' glasses. Trust 
Wendy to find something 
unique and different. Not 
only does she have good 
taste, she's always so 

helpful at making 'on the 
spot' repair i.e. when you 
sit on your glasses and

take a lens out!" 

GULF ISLANDS 

OPTICAL 
TUES-FRI 
10 AM- 5 PM 

OFFICE: 537-2648 
in the Lancer Building, Ganges 

Saturday, December 6th 

Presentation at 1 pm 
Q&A all afternoon 

EIGHT BRANCHES 
Holistic Health Centre & Tea Room 

Book your reading from 
Dec. -6th to 20th and 

receive a, 
COMPLIMENTARY INFRA-RED 

SAUNA SESSION 
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Rise of the 'yobs' mars British civility Get Prepared 
for 

' 
and braced my legs. Christmas! Earlier this year, the 

American magician David 
Blaine spent 44 days sus
pended in a see-through 
plastic cube over London's 
Tower Bridge. 

day of The 
Beatles and 
Carnaby 
Street. 

Which is 
to say, Pre
Yob mobs. 

WIT& 
WI-llMSY 

up dam and we were all 
going to be swept along 
with it whether we wanted 
to be or not. 

And holding back all 
this violent energy? A lone 
British constable - a 
bobby, maybe 25 years 
old, of average height and 
build. He was utterly 
unarmed and apparently 
unconcerned. He stood in 
front of us, facing the 
speaker with his arms 
crossed behind his back, 
Prince Phillip style. 

"Roight, then lydies and 
gentlemen," said the bobby 
calmly, "If you would be 
so koind as to move back 
five pyces, we'll 'ave room 
enough for all." 

Phone today 
We'll be I was amazed when I 

read about it, but not by 
the feat itself. London, 
after all, is a huge, cos
mopolitan metropolis with 
more ·than its share of 
oversized exploits and 
freaky feats of derring-do. 
Why, I once saw a man 
parasail off the cupola of 
St. Paul's Cathedral, 
myself. 

WITH ARTHUR BLACK 

No, what amazed me 
was the behaviour of the 
crowds that gathered 
underneath David Blaine's 
Plexiglas cocoon . They 
were frighteningly hostile . 
Some of them played loud 
music on boom boxes to 
prevent Blaine from sleep
ing. Others tried their best 
to shine red laser lights in 
his eyes. The less inventive 
mob m'embers merely 
jeered him and mooned 
him and threw eggs or beer 
cans at the American sus
pended over their heads. 

That's what amazed me. 
When I read that I said to 
myself: "People can carry 
beer cans in public in 
London??" That's a far cry 
from the orderly, struc
tured London I remember 
- but then the London I 
knew existed nearly 40 
years ago, back in the hey-

"Yob" is 
a British word, as is the 
phenomenon - young, 
unemployed, semi-literate 
white males dedicated to 
binge drinking , public 
lewdness and smashing as 
many people and things as 
they possibly can en 
masse. We don't have an 
exact equivalent in Canada, 
although the biker goons in 
Montreal and the "swarm
ing" incidents in Toronto 
and Victoria could signal 
early attempts at transat
lantic cross-pollination. 

Ah, but the Brits are 
'way ahead of us on this 
one. Recently, British local 
police precincts received 
66,000 complaints about 
hooliganism - everything 
from broken windows to 
street brawls to terrorized 
commuters on trashed 
traincars. 

That's 66,000 complaints 
-in one day. 

Which translates into 
about 16 million "low 
level" offences per year, 
carrying an estimated price 
tag of $3.5 billion to clean 
up after. 

What's especially alarm
ing is that British yobism 
appears to be viral. It used 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the 

LIGHT-UP 
DECORATING 

CONTEST WINNERS 
BEST ALL ROUND 

Calvin's Bistro, l.iJwer Ganges Rd., $150 

BEST USE OF LIGHTS 
First: STS Ltd., Grantville St., $100 

Second: B.C. Hydro, l.iJwer Ganges Rd., $75 
Honourable Mention: Island Savings Credit Union, 

McPhillips Ave. 

MOST CREATIVE 
First: Love My Kitchen, Fulford-Ganges Rd., $100 
Second: Flowers & Wine, Fulford-Ganges Rd., $75 

Honourable Mention: West of the Moon, Purvis Lane 

BEST USE OF MATERIALS 
First: Calvin's Bistro, l.iJwer Ganges Rd., $100 
Second: Stone Walrus, l.iJwer Ganges Rd. , $75 

Honourable Mention: Fables Cottage, Hereford Ave. 

Sponsored by 

to be confined to soccer 
hooligans who followed 
their favourite teams, 
drank themselves into a 
stupor and beat the living 
hell out of anyone who 
wore the colours of the 
other team. But it's no 
longer just soccer thugs, 
it's almost an entire gener
ation of Brits who seem to 
be bent on displaying the 
most swinish behaviour 
they can devise. 

And not just at home. 

The crowd was twitch
ing now, almost undulating 
like a vast malevolent 
amoeba. Someone brushed 
against the bobby's back, 
he whirled around. Here it 
comes, I thought to myself 

No threats, no bluff, no 
brandishing of truncheons 
or sidearms. Just a calm 
and irresistible appeal to 
reason. 

And we all did step back 
five paces, obediently, like 
some giant, domesticated 
pachyderm. 

And the demonstration 
went on as planned. And 
everyone had their say and 
no one's skull was cracked. 

And it was just as the 
bobby had said: there was 
room enough for all. 

there 
tomorrow! 

Serving SaH Spring Island 
SINCE 1964 

653-4201 

~ 
REYNOLDS 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

The Departments of 
Tourism of Greece and 
Spain have been so out
raged at the disgusting · 
behaviour of vacationing 
yobs that they've lodged 
official. complaints with the 
British government. 

New Home Construction, Renovations; Sundecks, Solariums etc. 

Hard to believe for those 
of us who knew a different 
Britain. I remember attend
ing an anti-Vietnam War 
rally in Trafalgar Square 
back in the '60s. 

Some speaker was rant
ing, inciting the crowd to 
"take back the streets" and 

_you could feel a current 
running through the crowd. 
Something was going to 
happen . Something was 
going to burst like a pent-

Registered Builder HBO# 12375 

Jim Anderson 
·9124 

Salt Spring Island Branch 
Island Savings has been recognized for two years in a row as one of the Top 25 companies 
to work for in British Columbia . Employees of Island Savings enjoy a challenging, team
oriented environment that encourages career advancement through ongoing training and 
opportunities for promotion. With assets in excess of $600 million and over 300 
employees in 9 Branches and 8 Insurance Agencies, Island Savings serves Southern 
Vancouver Island and Salt Spring Island. 

As the successful candidate, you will be responsible for developing strong relationships and 
growing members' portfolios through a high level of personalized service. Your mandate 
will include soliciting business development opportunities encompassing personal loans, 
mortgages, lines of credit, investment services and the marketing of other financial 
products. This position incorporates elements of management/coaching while having an 
intense sales focus. 

To meet these challenges, you should be working towards or have completed several 
business related courses, including the Consumer & Residential Mortgage Lending course 
and Mutual Funds course. Four to six years experience in lending with knowledge and 
experience in investments would be preferred. 

Your personal attributes include excellent interpersonal, communication and sales skills . 
You are willing to take a risk and are a strong team player committed to member service 
and achieving the other objectives of the branch. 

Accept the challenge and forward your resume in confidence by Friday, December 12th to: 

Manager, Human Resources 
Island Savings 
#300 - 499 Canada Avenue 
Duncan, B.C. V9L 1D 
Fax: (250) 748-8831 or 
e-mail to: hr@iscu.com 
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LIFE OR DEATH CHOICES: Salt Spring resident 
Helani Davison participates in World AIDS Day 
events at Gulf Islands Secondary School as she gives 
a talk on the role drug and alcohol abuse plays in 
sexually transmitted diseases. 

Ph-oto by Derrick Lundy 

Siamese-cross cat 
needs a new home 

A special 
fami ly is 
needed for 
an unusual 
charge in 

SALT SPRING 
SNIPPETS 

the care of the Salt Spring 
SPCA. 

Charlotte is a friendly and 
affectionate two- to three
year-old Siamese cross cat, 
but a carrier of the feline 
herpes virus. 

The SPCA stresses that 
neither humans nor canines 
can catch the virus from her, 
but it could be transmitted to 
other cats through direct 
contact. 

That means no other cats 
can live in or near the adopt
inghome. 

Charlotte was abandoned 
when her former owner 
moved. 

Call the SPCA pager at 
537-2123 for more informa
tion. 

• Anyone wanting to help 
raise funds for the Salt 
Spring food bank can attend 
a garage sale this Saturday, 
December 6 from 8 a.m. to 
noon at the home of Lynn 
Thorwaldson and Mike 
Surman at 393 Fulford
Ganges Road. To donate 
items, call537-8984. 

The plan is to use pro
. ceeds to create baskets of 
healthy food for islanders in 
need. 

• Twenty-five people 
attended the first meeting of 
a Unitarian group on Salt 
Spring, held November 23 at 
Crofton brook. 

According to Francois 
Jaubert, who first raised the 

prospect of establishing a 
local group, the number 
included people from some 
Vancouver Island congrega
tions. The lay-minister for 
the Cowichan Valley "came 
to encourage us, and a 
Unitarian co-ordinator for 
social action," he said. 

Next meeting is at 10:30 
a.m. on Sunday, December 
14 at the Croftonbrook 
lounge. 

• Four bags of garbage 
weighing 10 kilograms were 
collected from 1,000 metres 
of Salt Spring shoreline dur
ing the Gre at Canadian 
Shoreline Cleanup event in 
September, notes a pres-s 
release from the Vancouver 
Aquarium Marine Science 
Centre. 

Part of a multi-partner 
cross -Canada initiative, 
coordinated by the aquarium 
group, Salt Spring's version 
saw 45 volunteers partici
pate. 

• Islanders may want to 
venture to Vancouver this 
month to see the famous 
Canadian Christmas play 
bearing the island's name . 
It's Snowing on Saltspring 
(Sorry, Eric - the title is mis
spelled as one word) is pre
sented this month by ihe 
Arts Club at its Granville 
Island stage. The well
known comedy, written by 
Nicola Cavendish, is consid
ered a "holiday classic." 

e..:~. richard j. ~ey & associates 
\~1[.J! 1 a n d s u r v e y i n g i n c . 

Richard J. Wey BCLS 

Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys 
Subdivision Planning 

The Oakville-Suite 106-9717 T hird St., Sidney, BC Y8L 3A3 

Telephone (250} 656-5155 • Fax: (250) 656-5175 
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.AIDS Day speaker: life with HIV 
By CAREY RUDISILL 
Staff Writer 

A t Monday's World 
AIDS Day, over 50 com
munity members listened 
to Minneh Kamau talk 
about living with human 
immuno-deficiency virus 
(HIV). 

Kamau discussed how 
self-worth, ignorance and 
substance abuse are linked 
to HIV and AIDS. 

AIDS is the last phase in 
HIV, where the person' s 
body is no longer able to 
fight infections or disease. 

"These three things go 
hand in hand with a person 
getting infected," she told 
the Driftwood after her 
presentation. 

Kamau moved to 
Canada from Kenya in 
1996 after attending a 
Vancouver AIDS confer
ence. She now lives in 
Victoria and has volun
teered with ·AIDS 
Vancouver Island for the 
last five years . 

Kamau sees AIDS as a 
similar problem, no matter 
what continent a person 
resides on. 

"The problems that face 
humankind are the same 
throughout the world. The 
approach to preventing 
HIV and AIDS has to be 
the same," she said. "Are 
people using substances to 
cover up something else 
like emotional problems or 
problems from dysfunc
tional families ? If that's 
not nipped where it should 
be, the person is likely to 
contract HIV." 

She said her own lack of 
self-worth was what put 
her health in jeopardy. 

"I was insecure and vul-

Minneh Kamau 

nerable. I didn' t know that 
my life was on the line," 
she said. 

Kamau hopes other peo
ple find an outlet for voic
ing their feelings to build 
or maintain their self
worth. 

"I recommend everyone 
has a journal to write sto-

Hockey games showing on pay for TV on the 

big screen in the Legion Lounge 
Members & invited guests. 

You too can be a member. 
Enjoy yourself -

it's all for our community 

RK Name ASS TP DF 28.Redden Charlene 127 170 297 53 
1.Byron Nicola 125 198 323 51 29.Cummings Paul 102 195 297 58 
2.Huser Angela 113 209 322 54 30.Campbell Faedra 128 169 297 46 
3.Jason Chris 126 193 319 54 31.Newton Norma 116 180 296 50 
4.Eyles Evan 140 177 317 52 32.Tamboline W 117 178 295 61 
5.Johnson Cam 146 171 317 50 33.Steele Povene 118 177 295 47 
6.Lynch Kevin 116 199 315 53 34.Smith Donald 115 180 295 57 
?.Hardy Connie 124 190 314 56 35.Tamboline Philip 114 180 294 58 
8.Hardy Mike 129 183 312 51 36.Hardie Madeline 118 175 293 50 
~.Bateman John 131 179 310 55 37.Laycock Robert 118 175 293 46 
10.Mara Kathy 121 189 310 55 38.Lynch Seve 114 177 291 51 
11 .Mussell Dorethy 117 192 309 58 39.Httchcock Dorothy 101 190 291 50 
12.Sanderson Robert 120 188 308 54 40.Strohmieir Monica 116 174 290 41 
13.Lam Huy 133 175 308 46 41.Jarvis Gordon 115 175 290 42 
14.McMahon Don 129 179 308 53 42Junk Rainer 129 160 289 57 
15.Morrison Joelle 121 186 307 52 43.Anderson Dennis 107 182 289 58 
16. Temlnel Wolfgang 114 193 307 54 44.McBride Richard 113 175 288 55 
17.Burns Lorne 110 197 307 66 45.Aibhoose Paul 127 160 287 43 
18.Aibhoose Jack 137 168 305 49 46.Dunbar Bruce 116 171 287 60 
19.Eyles Tobin 114 190 304 45 47.Bemi Mike 116 170 286 50 
20.Langdon Jack 126 178 304 52 48.Millerd Peter 119 167 286 55 
21.Goldie Jim 114 189 303 56 49.Misanchuk Terry 127 159 286 49 
22.Buckley Arnold 123 180 303 51 50.Hoban Rypawn 110 175 285 57 
23.Lynch Trudy 105 197 302 52 51.Burns Marie 116 169 285 38 
24.Buckley Jim 109 192 301 44 52.Smtth Shirley 112 171 283 49 
25.Devereux Mark 105 196 301 45 53.Warnir Amanda 129 153 282 44 
26.Shaske Ed 128 170 298 50 54.Spencer Peter 127 154 281 44 
27.Gillham Jerome 114 183 297 57 55.Rompain Kerry 118 163 281 43 

5 ~l~GG lUMB~R lTD. 

Mon.-Fri. 7am • 5~m I Sat. 8:30am· 5pm I 804 Fulford Ganges 537-4978 

ries down in," she said . 
"Illness has brought for me 
a realization that everyone 
is special and unique, and 
if each person took care of 
themselves with that in 
mind , it'd be a better 
place." 

. Kamau has known for 10 
years that she was HIV
positive, but said she could 
have been infected earlier. 

"For five years, I had no 
hope. The other five years , 
I had hope, medic ation, 
self-worth and a balanced 
diet," she said. 

Kamau said the loss of 
her daughter seven years 
ago at the age of six made 
her stronger. 

"She broke the cycle of 
abuse in my family," she 
said. " I told mys elf I'd 
never yell at her and one 
time I yelled at her and she 
said 'Mom why are you 
yelling?"' 

She believes that the 
nurturing of children is of 
utmost importance. 

Kam'au has spoken to 
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) and Salt 
Spring Elementary School 
classes in the past and 
enjoyed the different inter
action with a younger audi
ence. 

She recommends that 
parents and educators tell 
children and young adl)lts 
how to protect themselves 
and not to expect too 
much. 

"What I teach is that if 
you cannot abstain [from 
sex] here are the tools. 
This is the way for you to 
become sexual. See sex as 
a friend and we can get rid 
of the virus," she said. 

Kamau hopes more par
ents talk frankly with their 
children and teenagers . 

"These conver sations 
should take place around 
the kitchen table," she said. 

Kamau was one of sever
al presenters and perform
ers at AIDS Day events at 
GISS. 

U-PICK WO~LD 
AIDS DAY C~OSSES 

56.Mussell Byron 
57.Doerksen Hank 
58.Tamboline Tina 
59. Maclellan Gary 
60.Byron Regan 
61.Aibhoose Sean 
62.Reinholdt Kim 
63.Gosnell Mairi 
64.Gillham Jeffrey 
65.Mullan Pat 

$1 each 

Buy several - send one to your MP and 
one to the Prime Minister demanding 

Canada do something about the people 
dying from AIDS. Donation jars at 
Artspring and Creekhouse. Realty. 

Contact Peter Bardon 537-5553. 

~e;ll al~ays 

~nake a save! 
S37-SS64 

108 173 281 44 82.Newman Keith 112 149 261 57 
99 181 280 41 83.Thomas Andrew 100 161 261 47 
109 168 2n 53 84.Mackinnon Baldy 105 156 261 53 
107 169 276 48 85.Nolan Elizabeth 98 162 260 57 
119 156 275 51 86.Radford Brian 92 167 259 48 
103 172 275 52 87.Leask Lance 114 142 256 55 
113 161 274 48 88.Temmel Max 110 143 253 46 
106 168 274 60 89.Broadbent Fred 102 151 253 48 
92 182 274 49 90.Anderson Caroline 96 156 252 42 
105 168 273 41 91.Reynolds Paul 106 145 251 43 

66.Misanchuk Tamara 127 146 273 41 92.Shaske Lucy 112 137 249 36 
67.Calberry R. 117 156 273 49 93.Macdonald Bob 117 131 248 46 
68. Fors~h Deb 111 161 272 58 94.Aeichele Jeff 85 161 246 45 
69.Mullan Erin 107 164 271 35 95.Sioan Randall 96 150 246 29 
70. Rompain Sheldon 112 158 270 47 96.Baker Brent 98 145 243 33 
71.Mussell Patricia 119 150 269 39 97.Moban Lind·E 97 146 243 49 
72.Howe Scott 90 179 269 44 98.Charlebois Jason 100 143 243 32 
73.Shantz Colleen 107 162 269 54 99.Cameron Lorna 100 143 243 48 
74.Guedes Doug 98 170 268 46 100.Forsyth Norm 92 151 243 36 
75.Tamboline Grant 108 159 267 47 101.Courtney John 106 129 235 41 
76.Hitchcock Bill 105 162 267 48 102.Marleau Deanna 74 147 221 39 
n.Shantz Lorne 109 158 267 54 103.Snetsinger Hannah 81 140 221 44 
78.Villadsen Jeane 104 163 267 46 104.Marleau Gerry 96 125 221 36 
79.Morris Liam 107 159 266 47 105.Cottrell Tracey 95 120 215 37 
80.1rwin·Campbell Ar 117 148 265 35 1 06.Tanti Mary 84 129 213 40 
81.Cunningham Jean 121 142 263 38 107.Christensen Nils 84 124 208 41 



the north end fitness 
christmas fit kit 
• two months membership 
• 2 hour person al orientation 
• body composition assessment 
• 5 tanning sessions 

$69.95 

~I:l' SPRING ~!~all Club 
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• 
JOY Touchdown for football awards 

By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

A long-bomb awards ban
quet was thrown for Salt 
Spring's two football teams 
as a wrap-up for a successful 
grid-iron seas on at the 
Community Gosr .:1 Church 
on November 25. 

Among the honoured 
teammates from the Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
junior varsity Scorpions was 
most valuable player (MVP) 
Sasha Floercke. · 

Cody Hunsberger knocked 
down the best defensive 
player award, Graham Meek 
racke<;l up yar(lage to .earn 
best offensive player and 
Jake Fraser earned best line
man honours. 

The Scorpiot:~s' unsung 
hero was exchange student 
Alejandro Alvarez. 

The Salt Spring Slayers 
junior bantam team featured 
students from Salt Spring 
Island Middle School last 
season. 

The Slayers honoured 
Myles Raposo as their MVP, 
Brandon Shaw tackled best 
defensive player and Angus 
Fraser earned first downs for 
best offensive player. 

Ian Barrett was lauded as 
unsung hero for the Slayers. 

"It was a great season 

The hustle and experience shown by 
Salt Spring FC's Dion Hackett 
earned him the man of the match 
title in Saturday's 3-0 loss against 
Bays United Blue. 
"If we had young guys who worked 
that hard on our team, we'd really be 
a force to be reckoned with," said FC 
manager and co-coach Ken Marr. 
Hackett might be almost 39 years old 
but the veteran striker is one of the 
hardest-working players on the field, 
Marr said. 
"He causes mistakes and confusion 
in the defence and opportunities are 
created out of that." 

Myles Raposo, right, takes Slayers' MVP honours 

oyerall," said Scorpions 
coach John Foley. 

The Community Gospel 
Church was an excellent 
venue for an awards banquet 
and he was pleased that 
organizers were able to 
screen game footage during 
the event. 

"Lots of people from dif
ferent sports backgrounds 

with kids on the team com
mented that it was the best 
kid-centred banquet around." 

Foley is hoping to orga
nize a third team for the 
island after the football 
organization experienced so 
much success with the new 
junior varsity team this 
year. 

A new team would allow 

Photo contributed 

the junior varsity players to 
move on to a senior varsity 
level next year. 

The local organization is 
also looking at shifting the 
junior bantam team out of 
the fall community league 
they've played in for the last 
few years and into a school
ba~ed league that plays in 
the spring. 

Youth teams pull off wins, tie 
• Coaches of Salt Spring's 

U11 boys team were 
impressed with positional 
play, crisp passing, crosses 
of the ball and quick shots as 
the local squad beat Sooke 
3-0 last Saturday. 

Keeper Noah Van 
Hullebush recorded a 
shutout in goal, making 
great saves and effectively 
distributing the ball to open 
players. 

Defenders Noah Havelaar 
and Justin Rainsford provid
ed a wall against the opposi
tion, while midfielders Ben 
Hunter, Eric Rothwell, Zak 
Corley and Markus Gruner 
supported both the defence 
and attacking play. 

Charlie Holmes and Liam 
Budd both attacked effec
tively from the flanks, and 
forwards Ben Barter and 
Russell Minvielle used their 
speed and size to advantage, 
constantly pressurfng the 
Sooke defenders. 

The final score was 3-0 on 
goals by Budd, Gruner and 
Hunter. 

• Salt Spring's U13 girls 
team trounced Juan de Fuca 
on home turf Saturday after
noon, winning 6-0. 

Salt Spring got on the 

HIGH 
ROLLERS 

Following are high scores 
in bowling league play at 
Kings Lane Recreation last · 
week. 

Circus League, Monday, 
Nov. 24: Brian Radford , 

SOCCER 
KICKS 

scoreboard just a few min
utes into the game when 
Erica Rimmer crossed the 
ball to Emily Rothwell, who 
calmly nailed the back of the 
net. 

Then it was Olivia Budd's 
turn on a Danica Lundy 
pass, and the local squad 
was up 2-0 at the half. 

Salt Spring came on 
strong in the second half, 
pelting the goal with close
call shots. Then Lara Coelho 
scored Salt Spring's third on 
another Lundy assist. 

Meredith Raddysh sprint-
. ed up the sidelines and got 
numbers four and five, one 
on an Ivy Staker assist, and 
Rimmer blasted in number 
six from outside the 18-yard 
box, after Lundy dropped it 
back to her. 

Coach Dave Morgan was 
"beyond happy" with the 
skill shown by all players. 
He noted a dynamite game 
from Monique Comeau in a 
defensive midfield position 
and excellent play by 
defender Kaeli Dragomir. 

Keeper Olivia Morgan 

218; Connie Hardy, 218. 
Tuesday a.m. Seniors, 

Nov. 25: Marg Baker, 200, 
214/608. 

Tu esday ·p .m. Seniors , 
Nov. 25: Rita Dods, 207 ; 
Henry Otto, 207 ; J ohri 
Pringle, 200. 

Special Olympics, 
Wednes day, Nov. 26: 

was called on to make some 
key saves in the first half, 
but second-half goalies 
Katie Villadsen and Raddysh 
didn't get much ball time. 

• Salt Spring's U18 girls 
pulled off a 0-0 tie against 
Gorge last weekend, despite 
having only nine players 
available for the off-island 
game. 

Dave McCofl, who 
coached the game, admitted 
he was worried because 
Gorge beat the local squad 
on two previous occasions. 

As a d~fensive move, he 
put Jesse Johnston-Hill on as 
sweeper rather than in her 
usual midfield position, and 
she successfully kept the 
balls away from Salt 
Spring's goal. 

Keeper Amber Reid was 
able to save the many shots 
that did make it to Salt 
Spring's net ~ a couple of 
them miraculously. 

Nic Temmel, in spite of a 
sore ankle, was a very effec
tive stopper. Jesse Wilson 
played well as outside mid, 
as did Jill Foley. 

Ran Tsurumaki and 
Brooke Shergold played 
their hearts out as left and 
right defenders. 

Jimmy Beck, 140; Gloria 
Dale, 143; Brad Magnus, 
144; Mahjor Baines, 152; 
Jason Newport, 175; Stuart 
Elliott, 186. 

Legion League, Thursday, 
Nov. 27 : Tony M., 224; 
Dennis M., 245; Dan B. , 
208; Art B . 212; Ron C., 
213; Ken D., 200; Jess W., 
216. 
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Bays leap on miscue as FC breaks focus in 3-0 loss 

ON TOP . OF THE 
PLAY: Above, FC suf
fers a sneak attack by 
Chris Craveiro of Bays 
United as he 'bicycle 
kicks' the 
ball between Dion 
Hackett and Chris 
Langdon. Keeper 
Jono McDonald looks 
on. At left, Tyler 
Laitinen heads the 
ball as several of the 
Old Boys soccer team 
(including Laitinen's 
dad, Mike Davis, at 
far right) watch, 
wishing they could 
still jump that high. 
More images from 
the game can be 
found at: 
www.newbasics.net 

Photos contributed 

A few brief lapses proved 
-costly for Salt Spring FC in 
a 3-0 loss against Bays 
United Blue at Portlock 
Park Saturday. 

"We put forward a good 
effort; we just weren't good 
enough on that day," said 
FC captain Chris Jason. 

The islanders held the 
Blues to a 0-0 tie through 
the opening half but three 
small errors cost Salt Spring 
three goals in the second 
half, Jason said. 

"Three miscues on our 
part and they pretty much 
capitalized on every one." 

A missed clearing attempt 
off a comer kick found the 
Salt Spring net five minutes 
into the second half, Jason 
said. 

FC then bumbled a throw
in to give the Blues a second 
goal 10 minutes later which 
totally deflated the islanders, 
he said. 

The third goal came off a 
poor FC pass that found the 
feet of one of the best strik
ers in the league. 

"He just has beautiful fin
ish and that was that." 

FC players can still be 
commended for a disci
plined opening to the game, 
he said. 

"We played a fairly 
decent first half." 

But effective Bays 
defenders prevented the 
islanders from creating any 
scoring opportunities, Jason 
said. 

"They had very strong 
defenders and they basically 
held us without a quality 
chance." 

Salt Spring won its previ
ous two games to temporari
ly stave off relegation from 
Division 1. The eighth-place 
islanders (2-7-2) must main
tain or improve their ranking 
to keep a spot in the division 

over the next seven games. 
"We just need to focus a 

little bit better and cut down 
on those mistakes." 

FC plays second-place 
Gorge at Portlock Park at 
2:15 p.m. Sunday. 

See us for a fast 
quote Qn all your 

building requirements! 
v Concrete 
v Insulation 
v Flooring 
v Painting 
v Roofing 

Windows 
Heating 
Irrigation 
Eaves 

v Siding 
v Decking 
v Fencing 
v Lumber 
t/ Tools 
v Electrical 
v Plumbing 
v Septic Field 

(infiltrators) 

For all your building 
requirements, large or small! 

2004 SUBARU IMPREZA TS 
all-wheel drive 4-wheel disc brakes keyless entry 1 

2.5 litre 4 cylinder air conditioning CD player 
engine ABS brakes full power group 

from $28' 995. OO +Freight and POl. 

Come in for your test drive today! 

Nanaimo 
&liSUBARU. 
DRIVEN BY WHAl'S INSIDE"' 

tpmnasales@threepointmotors.com 

250-753-1444 
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Golf club champions announced 
League play has wrapped up for the 

winter and the best players in each divi
sion were recently honoured in cere
monies for members of the Salt Spring 
Golf and Country Club. 

Club champion for the year in the 
ladies division was Dora Reynolds after 
she won the Wilson Cup for low gross 
over 54 holes against 274 fellow com
petitors. 

Low net winner of the Bramhall Cup 

for runner up was junior player Brett 
Savin. 

Grace Murchie hit a score of 297 to 
win the La Belle Trophy for competi
tors aged 65 and over. 

Among the nine-hole ladies , Joan 
Conlon won the Kennedy Cup, Barb 
Davis won eager beaver, Vi Austin took 

-the Legion Cup and Isobel Heffernan 
won the Fratinger Cup. 

sion was Jim Charlton, who won the 
Crofton Cup for low-gross score in 
a 36-hole competi tion. Jim Good 
won the Hum.Phrey ' s Cup for low 
net and Gundy McLeod won cap
tain's trophy as senior club champi
on. 

Club champion in the men's divi-

The next scheduled event at the Salt 
Spring Golf and Country Club is the 
Sock and Toque Tournament on New 
Year's Day. 

GOLF CHAMPS: Seen 
here, left t o right, are: 
ladies' champions Dora 
Reynolds, Brett Savin, 
Grace Murchie: men's 
division champions 
Gundy McLeod, Jim 
Charlton, and Jim Good; 
and (below) nine-hole 
ladies champions Joan 
Conlon, Barb Davis, Vi 
Austin and lsobel 
Heffernan. 
Photos contributed 

New kills prompt c 

• • 
cougar suspicion 
By CAREY RUDISILL 
Staff Writer 

Fur is flying on Salt 
Spring as a cougar is sus
pected in two more animal 
deaths. 

The recent incidents fol
low in the tracks of the death 
of a 4-H sheep and maiming 
of two others owned by the 
Davies family in mid
November. 

Animal control officer 
Wolfgang Brunnwieser 
believes the recent attacks 
were also the work of the 
same animal. 

Last week a partially
eaten deer was found on a 
farm near Brinkworthy Place 
and a sheep from a Starks 
Road farm was attacked. 

The farm owner said he 
had noticed a dog hanging. 
around the area, and buried 
the sheep before 
Brunnwieser saw it. 

Brunnwieser is concerned 
about the incidents and 
reminds people to call him 
immediately if they see a 
cougar or find a dead ani
mal. 

He said that people have . 
the right to protect their live
stock if they notice a cougar 
stalking the animals. 

"If a sheep is killed, don' t 
wait. Call me right away. I'll 
go and investigate and if it 
looks like a cougar kill then 
the conservation office will 
bring dogs over to track it. 
I'm not allowed to track it 
my self. Time is of the 
essence. If you wait too long 
the track will get lost," he 
said. 

Brunnwieser advises peo
ple to keep a close eye on 
their pets. 

"If cats start to disappear, 
there's a good chance it's a 
cougar," he said. 

/ Long & short skirts • jackets • shirts • pants - moss, tan , rust, taupe, black, denim, red 

Brunnwieser said he could
n't ru le out a dog in the 
Starks Road instance and so 
set up a humane trap. 

Cougar suspicions were 
heightened when 
Brunnwieser received a call 
Monday from a Fernwood 
woman who saw a cougar 
Sunday night. 

After some pressure from 
Dave Davies , provincial 
conservation office staff 
came to Salt Spring to . 
investigate. They concluded : 
that "carnivore(s) of unde
termined species" killed 
and wounded the Davies 
sheep. 

7 days a week 

" I asked her 'are you 
absolu tely sure? ' and she 
said, 'I know what a cougar 

. lnnlc<: lilcP "' h P o,;oirl 

People can also call the 
province's emergency line to 
report cougar sightings or 
suspected attacks at 1-800-

""'-QLI. '" 


