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Development 
group lays 
out its plans 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff W riter 

Plans for one of the 
biggest ho using develop
ments in Gulf Islands histo
ry came under public scruti
ny for the first time last 
week when Channel Ridge 
Developments representa
tives visited Salt Spring. 

When complete, the 
planned residential and com
mercial village - which 
was anticipated in the i998 
official community plan 
(OCP) and earlier- will 
have approximately 430 
dwelling units and 54 com
mercial units. 

On, Wednesday, project 
development manager 
Thomas lvanore and other 
members of the company 
team made a presentation to 
the Advisory Design Panel 
of the local Trust committee 
(LTC) and met with the 
Channel Ridge Owners 
Association (CROA), the 
residents group for property 
owners in previously devel
oped phases of Channel 
Ridge. 

Scale of the $170-rnillion 
project is so immense that 
development and "cost 

recovery" fees have enabled 
the Islands Trust to hire con
tract planner Jim Moodie to 
work solely on the project. 

While no rezoning is 
required, creation of a devel
opment permit to ensure the 
village meets Trust OCP and 
land use bylaw stipulations 
will be a complex matter. 

Ivanore said the project 
team has been working hard 
on sewer, water and road 
issues, as well as myriad 
design considerations, all 
within the OCP's guidelines. 

"What the OCP has pre
sented us with, we can work 
with," he said. 

He said the aim is to cre
ate a pedestrian-oriented, 
residentially-based commu
nity that must be able to sur
vive for 12 months of the 
year. _ 

"Sustainability is the key 
to us." 

The commercial core of 
the village has been dubbed 
"Three Comers," and 12 dif
ferent kinds of 
residential/commercial units 
are envisioned, ranging from 
multi-family complexes to 
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Island firefighters 
battle in Kelowna 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
St aff Writer 

A Salt Spring Fire Department crew was fighting fires in 
Kelowna just hours after the Okanagan Park fire ripped through 
more than 235 houses in a suburban neighbourhood last week. 

·'The first day was a 24-hour day; ' said island fire chief Dave 
Enfield. 

The fire chief went to Kelowna with captain Dale Lundy and 
firefighters Rick Kilbourn, Rob Grossman and_ Mike Bartle early 
August 23 in the chief's vehicle and a mini-pumper. 

"We were on the fire lines by 5 p.m." 
The islanders worked 80 hours from Saturday through 
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PICTURE WORTH PAINTING: Jewel Wisp paints bubbles on wood as she 
participates in a community "paint-in" held SunElay at Artcentric Gallery, which 
is located in a garage space behind the health building on McPhillips Avenue. 

Photo by Dernck Lundy 

'Unprecedented' fire hazard closes island parks 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Extreme fire hazards sparked park 
closures, campfire bans and back
country travel restrictions across the 
province Friday. 

With tinder-dry conditions on the 
Gulf Islands, Salt Spring was not 
spared from protective measures. 

"In terms of water history, we're 

having a one-in-100-year event. This 
is uncharted territory;' said B.C. Parks 
public affairs officer Michael 

- Lovecchio. 
"Our concern is that even the small

est spark could start a fire." 
The Ministry of Forests ordered 

B.C. Parks to close and restrict use of 
more than 400 parks in southern parts 
of the province effective noon Friday, 

Lovecchio said. 
'This is an unprecedented action." 
On Salt Spring, Mount Maxwell 

Provincial Park and Mount Maxwell 
Ecological Reserve have been com
pletely closed to the public. And even 
though the campground and day-use 
areas are still open at Ruckle 
Provincial Park, public access to all 
other parts of the south-end park is 

also closed. The only open portion of 
Burgoyne Bay Protected Area is the 
road through the park to the govern
ment dock. 

"This was not undertaken lightly. 
There is a genuine danger," stressed 
Lovecchio. 

In the greater Gulf Islands area, no 
access is permitted to D' Arcy Island 
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New columnist is 'personally speaking' in Driftwood 
By his own admission, 

Salt Spring Island's Peter 
Vincent has no credentials 
when it comes to writing. 
But he says he can't break 
the habit of putting his 

opinions down on paper. 
Readers who have 

enjoyed Vincent's opinion 
pieces in the past few 
months will have the chance 
to read more beginning this 

week with the debut of a 
regular column. 

Personally Speaking will 
appear every two weeks, 
alternating with Brenda 
Guiled's Springboard col-

urnn on the op-ed page. 
Vincent moved to Salt 

Spring 14 years ago, prac
tised graphic arts and then 
opened North End Fitness. 
Since then he has branched 

out into satellite dish sales, 
regular gigs as a CBC Radio 
Biznet columnist and -
most recently- writing. 

Vincent says taking up 
column writing represents 

the fourth time he has rein
vented himself on Salt 
Spring, which he feels is 
what the island is all about. 

His thoughts can be read 
this week on Page 7. 

Islanders urged to use fire collllllon sense 
The Salt Spring Fire 

Department is asking 
islanders to use extra caution 
and some common sense 
during ex-treme fire hazard 
conditions. 

"People need to take some 
responsibility. There are not 
enough [firefighters] to 
patrol the island," said fire 
chief Dave Enfield. 

Smoking is a serious haz
ard and islanders should 
respect bans in local parks, 
he said. 

" You could walk away 
and think you had put out a 
cigarette properly and a fire 
could start hours later. They 
wouldn't even know that 
they had been the cause." 

Currently, machine work 
is not permitted in the bush 
and all open burning (includ
ing campfires) is prohibited. 

"Lawn mowers are 
allowed, but I'd seriously 
consider waiting," Enfield 
said. 

"I'd be afraid to use my 

lawn mower in case I hit a 
rock." 

In-ground (pit) barbeques 
have been banned but barbe
ques using briquettes, gas or 
propane are still permitted. 

"Be very careful where 
you put them. I wouldn't put 
them under trees . . . . make 
sure someone stays with it 
full time." 

Enfield also cautioned 
islanders to clear gutters of 
debris that could ignite from 
chimney sparks and check 

fiRE HAZARD: Parks closed 
From Page A1 

Provincial Park, Turnbo 
Island Protected Area, 
Wallace Island Provincial 
Park, Bodega Ridge 

rovincial Park, Cabbage 
Island Provincial Park and 
Isle-de-Lis Provincial Park. 

Campfire bans are also in 
effect for Prior Centennial 
Provincial Park and 
Montague Harbour Provincial 
Park. 

Park closures , campfire 
bans and backcountry travel 
restrictions are in effect until 
at least September 14. 

"If we were to get a deluge, 
we might reconsider," 
Lovecchio said. 

But the ban could also be 
extended if the fire hazard 
remains extreme. 

The forests ministry is even 
asking the public to restrict 
driving in backcountry areas. 

"The B. C. Forest Service 
recommends the public stay 
on highways and main roads 
when travelling in the adviso
ry area. Forests and grass
lands are tinder dry due to 

continuing high temperatures, 
low humidity levels and a 
prolonged period without 
rain," said fire information 
officer Starr Munro of the 
Coastal Fire Centre. 

"In these conditions, the 
smallest spark can start a new 
wildfire, potentially trapping 
people in isolated areas. 
While open flames or 
cigarettes are obvious risks, 
people should be aware that 
overheated exhaust pipes or 
metal parts on vehicles that 
strike rocks could start new 
fires," Munro said. 

Local park operator Debbie 
King of K-2 Park Services 
was very busy responding to 
questions about the closures 
Friday. 

"I've been getting a lot of 
phone calls from people who 
are confused about what's 
open and what's closed." 

She was able to maintain 
sufficient staff to keep many 
parks open, including 
Ruckle, Dionisio, Montague 
Harbour, Prior Centennial, 

Pirates Cove (on De Courcy 
Island) and Beaumont 
Marine Park. · 

But an equally large num
ber of parks were closed 
because there is not enough 
staff to monitor fire risks in 
all parks, King said. 

"People are understanding. 
They can see on the news just 
how scary it's been." 

Capital Regional District 
parks have also seen clo'sures 
and restrictions. East Sooke 
Regional Park and a portion 
of the Galloping Goose 
Regional Trail were closed in 
the Victoria area. 

But Salt Spring 's Parks, 
Arts and Recreation 
Commission (PARC) opted to 
post no smoking signs rather 
than close local parks. 

"We want people to be as 
cautious as they can. That 
means absolutely no smok
ing," said PARC administra
tor Dave Gibbon. 

No smoking signs were 
posted at Duck Creek and 
Mouat parks. 

Marina gets a month to resolve issues 
Ganges Marina has been 

given one more month to 
comply with local bylaws 
and conditions required to 
receive a temporary use 
permit (TUP) for its float 
camp building. 

Trustees Eric Booth and 
Kimberly Lineger agreed 
with a recommendation to 
have staff meet with mari
na owner Rick Barbieri as 
soon as possible to resolve 
the out s tanding issues; 
have staff report back to 
the September 27 Trust 
meeting; and to provide a 
report on options , plus 
"progressive enforcement 
and/or legal action" if the 
issues cannot be resolved. 

Lineger expressed her 
"disappointment" with 
events of the past few 
months, with TUP condi
tions not being met, the 
float camp being used out
side the terms of any per
mit and violation of devel
opment permit conditions 
for the floating breakwater 
dock. 

A letter of credit has not 
been provided, and sewer 
and water hook-up 
approval not yet been 
acquired, noted a staff 
report. 

Lineger said she was 

"more than prepared to go 
to the next step" to achieve 
compliance. 

Lineger also observed 
that Barbieri was "slitting 
his own throat" by not fol
lowing the rules because 
he still needed public sup
port and approval for his 
overall development inten
tions, which should be a 
profitable venture for him. 

But Trust regional plan
ning manager John Gauld 
expressed optimism that 
the outstanding issues 
could be resolved so the 
company' s larger plans -

which include construction 
of residential and commer
cial buildings - can suc
ceed. 

"Can we get this back on 
.track and work on this in a 
productive way?" asked · 
Gauld. "There's no ques
tion that we can." 

Resident Michae l 
Wheaton urged the Trust 
committee to stand firm. 

"If the residents of Salt 
Spring are to have faith or 
trust in our Trust directors , 
we must be able to see 
they will move ahead on 
this." 

properties for glass that 
couJd spark a fire through 
refraction. 

"A lot of it is common 
sense." 

For any other questions 
about fire safety, call the fire 
department (537-2531). 

HILLSIDE 
LANDSCAPE 
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Quarry meeting 
should be staged 

Questions about the pro
posed Salt Spring Rock 
Products quarry off Stewart 
Road could be answered at a 
public meeting the local 
Trust committee (LTC) has 
requested. 

Following discussion at 
last week's Salt Spring LTC 
meeting, the Ministry of 
Energy and Mines (MEM) 
will be asked to have the pit 
proponent hold a public 
information meeting. 

Trust regional planning 
manager John Gauld said that 
would presumably take place 
before chief mines inspector 
Bruce Reid made his deci
sion on the application. 

Gauld also said MEM 
authority overrides local 
bylaws. 

"We're not in a position to 
stop it but we can ensure mit
igating measures [on issues 

like safety] can be included 
in the permit;' said Gauld. 

Several residents from the 
area near the proposed gravel 
pit off Jasper Way and 
Stewart Road attended the 
August 28 LTC meeting to 
see what action, if any, the 
Trust could take. 

The Stewart Road 
Residents Association has 
also been formed in response 
to the gravel pit proposal. 
Interested people can call 
Michael Wall at 538-0077. 

Salt Spring Rock Products 
hopes to extra and process 
75,000 tonnes of construction 
aggregates from the nine-acre 
site for a five-year period. 

Trustees will also raise the 
issue of lo~al input into 
MEM decisions with trustees 
from other islands when 
Islands Trust Council meets 
on Gabriola next week. 

BACK TO SCHOOL? These high school students 
may have headed back to Gulf Islands Secondary 
School Tuesday morning, but they apparently 
weren't planning on giving up t heir summer as they 
spread out beach-style in front of the school. 

CHANNEL RIDGE 
Photo by Derrick Lundy 

KELOWNA FIRE 
From Page A1 

Thursday and pumped 
upwards of 250,000 gallons of 
water to extinguish fires , 
Enfield said. 

"It was hot, dirty work . . . 
All of us had elevated blood 
pressure right off the bat. As 
you go along with a lack of 
sleep, it just gets worse." 

Signs of the Kelowna fire, 
now familiar TV footage to 
many islanders, left a haunt
ing impression on the island 
firefighters. 

"It was eerie; so quiet with 
no one around." -

Enfield saw houses that 
were incinerated so quickly 
and completely that fireplace 
bricks were left clean and 
unmarked. 

"I remember one home was 
hit in a brang-new subdivi
sion. The show home was 
gone and the other houses 
around it were fine," Enfield 
said. 

The fire chief also saw puz
zling sights such as shubbery, 
trampolines, plastic lawn fur
niture and golf carts left 
unscathed next to the pits 
where houses had once been. 

The Salt Spring crew 
caught one fire that was set to 
engulf a house on their second 
day of work. 

"We were in the middle of 
nowhere. There was nothing 
burnt within half a mile. And 
there was a big grass fire right 
in the yard that would have 
consumed the house if they 

hadn't been there." 
The fire chief also learned a 

few tips from fighting the 
large-scale interface fire in 
Kelowna. 

"They soaked it all down 
and that stopped the fire from 
getting to many of the hous-
es." 

Pre-planning for evacuation 
and public education are other 
areas that require more atten
tion on Salt Spring, he said. 

'There's got to be a bigger 
public education plan for peo
ple who live in homes in the 
woods." 

The chief was startled by 
the similarities between the 
Kelowna landscape and Gulf 
Islands terrain. 

"What really strikes me is 
the resemblance to Salt 
Spring. Under those condi
tions, you just can't defend it." 

The islanders worked 
alongside crews from 
Ladysmith, Crofton, 
Chemainus, Victoria and 
Saanich. 

'There was probably over 
50 pumpers and in excess of 
120 support vehicles." 

Crews from departments all 
over B.C. made it clear that 
any community in the 
province would receive equal 
support in a similar situation. 

"Leaving there, we were 
shaking hands with everybody 
and they were all saying, 'You 
need us and we'll be there for 
you."' 

From Page A 1 . 

small rental units attached 
to commercial spaces and 
single-family homes. 

Channel Ridge 
Developments owns 1,433 
acres of land, with 800 
acres of green space pre
dicted, including the 272 
dedicated to St. Mary Lake 
watershed protection. 

Addressing public con
cerns about use of the St. 
Mary Lake water supply, 
Ivanore said the developers 
intend to impact it as little 
as possible. 

The OCP has calculated 
village consumption at 60 
million Imperial gallons of 
water per year, he said, 
while the company believes 
it can pare that annual fig
ure to 25 million through 
proper management. 

CROA president John 
Myers spoke to Thursday's 
LTC meeting about the 
development, noting his 
group "does not at this time, 
support or oppose the 
Channel Ridge village pro
posal." 

Instead Myers said the 
association wants to put cer
tain things on the record. He 
described concerns about 
how elements beyond strict 
design issues would be dealt 
with - such as heavy con
struction traffic on 
Broadwell Road, the 
amount of public green 
space created and building 
of a new sewage plant out
side of the village. 

"Several of these con
cerns fall under the baily
wick of other agencies ," · 
said Myers. "We want pub
lic process and debate about 

Taking a Sahbatical1 
You're gone a year or two -You're renting your house out
you want no unpleasant surprises with the things you love. 

CONSIDER STORAGE 

uwhen convenience and 

all of these things." 
Myers also said if time

share or non-resident own
ership is contemplated by 
the developers, then "th_is 
should be dealt with as soon 
as possible." 

Deborah Polka of Epic 
Central Strategic 
Communications in Delta, 
B.C. is assisting Channel 
Ridge Developments with 
its public relations materi
als. 

Polka said time shares are 
not in the marketing 
scheme, but also pointed 
out who buys the properties 
or units, or how they are 
eventually used, cannot be 
dictated by the company. 

Channel Ridge 
Developments consists of 
340 investors from across 
Canada, who cover all eco
nomic strata, said Ivanore. 

"They're involved 
because they see the plan as 
a good investment in real 
estate apd [Salt Spring as] 
an island that has great 
potential. They want to be 
part of the community and 
do somethipg that is recog
nized as good." · 

Polka welcomes calls at 
(604) 572-9600 from those 
who have any ques tions 
about the development. 

1730A Fulford·Ganges Rd. 
Owner: Jason Fraser 

Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-4:30pm 
Products avai lable Rate per yard 

Pit Run ...... .. .................... ~10 
3/4 Road Mulch ............... ~13 
1-1 /2 Drain Rock unwashed .. ~15 
Oversized Rock unwashed .. ~11 
3/4" Crush Drain .... ............ ~31 
3/8" Crush (with fines) ...... ~31 
Big Boulders .. .. ........... .... ~1 3 
Blasted Rock ................... ~17 
Fill .......... ...... ....................... s4 
Prices in effect 'til Jan. 31, 2004 
• Other products also available 
• 12 yard trucks can be arranged 
• Minimum $1 0 charge 
• PST & GST extra 

537-7797 
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DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30 am I 11 :30 am I 5:30 pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am I 12:00 pm I 6:00 pm 

GANGES HARBOUR • Montague Harbour • Port Washington 
Lyall Harbour • Telegraph Harbour • Miners Bay 

www.seairseaplanes.com 
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QUICK SALES, QUICK CASH: 
Driftwood Classified: 537-9933 

S liare tlie o/ision ... 
a fiome for Seniors on tfie soutfi end of 
Sa{tspring Is{antf. 

You are invited to an Information Session 
September 22nd 

7:30pm 
OAP Meeting Room, Fulford Hall 

~ 

.Learn more about tfie Sa{tspring Is{antf 
YI.66eyfie{c{ 1fousing Society ... 

~ our vision for an Abbeyfield House 

~ our mission, goals and progress 

Iii. Abbeyfield Canada and International 

~ our plans for raising funds and acquiring 
land on the south end of the island 

... anti fiow you migfit support tfiis project 
anti fie{p us reafize tfie vision. 

For details call: Elaine Head 653-4125 
~ ~ 
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-Vacation rental enforcement clarified Are you living on 
from your investments~ 

Property owners getting 
into the vacation rentals 
business for the first time 
could be inviting a visit from 
the Islands Trust bylaw 
investigations officer. 

On the other hand, short
term accommodation opera
tions existing before January 
25, 2003 won't meet the 
same fate unless "new and 
unacceptable levels of activi
ty are alleged to interfere 
with the quiet use and enjoy
ment of residential proper
ties." 

At its Thursday meeting, 
the Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee (LTC) passed 
procedures for dealing with 
bylaw investigations during 
the current vacation rentals 
policy review initiated by the 
LTC on January 25. 

A staff report from Trust 
regional planning manager 
John Gauld noted the Trust 
office continues to receive 
complaints about vacation 
rental homes. 

Specific direction for 
bylaw investigations officer 
George Leukefeld was taken 
in part to head off a potential 
surge in new units.· 

Gauld explained that the 

TRUST 
BRIEFS 

policy review "is not to be 
seeh as an opportu-nity to 
start up vacation rentals in 
the hopes of a favourable 
outcome [of the review] or 
grandfathering [of the use]." 

• A proposed transfer of 
four densities from Sansum 
Narrows to Isabella Point 
Road had residents of the 
southern neighbourhood 
already expressing their dis
pleasure with the idea. 

If the required rezoning is 
passed, owners of the 168-
acre donor property -
Barbara Woodley, Gregg 
Wiltshire and David 
Woodley - would sell four 
lots of development potential 
to receiving property owners 
Hendrik Van Nu s and 
Patricia Hewett. 

A Trust staff report indi
cated the donor property is 
in an area of "high conserva
tion value" and covenanted 
property would be contigu
ous with areas protected in 
an earlier density transfer 
rezoning. 

If the · rezoning was 
passed, a five-lot subdivision 
would be created from a 
16.8-acre property on the 
corner of Maxham and 
Isabella Point roads. 

Area resident Drew 
Thorburn told the meeting 
the plan was not consistent 
with his understanding of a 
density transfer's purpose -
"to bring [densities] off th._e 
hills and into an urban area." 

The proposed area is 
"very rural," he said. 

Judy Cooke noted that 
Isabella Point Road was not 
suitable for handling more 
traffic. 

Brent Taylor of Polaris 
Consulting Ltd. , who repre
sents the applicant, said he 
would be happy to hold a 
public information meeting 
on the proposal. 

• Establi shing a Royal 
Victoria Yacht Club outsta
tion at 105 Ontario Place 
drifted a little closer to shore 
with first reading-of Bylaw 
387. 

Wharfage for four visiting 
boats and a slip for a nearby 
resident would be allowed. 
A site plan is available for 
view from the Trust office. 

Gauld said a public hear
ing on the bylaw could pos
sibly be held as early as 
October. 

• A rezoning bylaw allow
ing children in grades 6-8 to 
attend the non-profit Stark 
Road school operated by 
Waldorf on Salt Spring will 
be drafted for LTC and pub
lic consideration. 
Elementary school use is 
already permitted in the 
Rural zone. 

• The provincial govern
ment may have been on a 
mission to reduce red tape, 
but not when it comes to 
karaoke. 

The LTC had previously 
given its approval to the 
Liquor Control and 
Licensing Branch to aid 
Anise Restaurant' s request 
for a "patron participation 
entertainment" licence. 

However, the format of the 
LTC resolution didn' t fit the 
new rules and evidence df 
community approval of the 
idea must now be gathered. 

Public comments on the 
proposal will be invited at 
the next LTC meeting set for 
the afternoon of Saturday, 
September 27. 

Off-island service nabs scho·ol garbage 
WHAT'S ON? 

It's all on the Driftwood events calendar -
in print every week, and online all the time at www.gulfislands.net 

An off-island disposal 
company has been awarded 
the contract to remove Gulf 
Islands School District 
garbage, leaving local con
tractors a little miffed. 

"Our feeling is that it 
isn't fair," said Salt Spring 
Garbage Services Ltd. oper
ations manager John 
Ellacott. 

"Some guy comes from 
off island and scoops the 
contract ... Our tax base on 
the island helps support the 
school." 

Salt Spring Garbage 
Services Ltd. had the con
tract to remove school dis
trict garbage for 25 years, 
except for a two-year period 
when it was contracted to 
other companies, Ellacott 
said. 

"We get beat up enough 
without having guys com
ing from off-island." 

And · Ellacott doesn ' t 

believe the numbers add up 
to support a business based 
off-island, which makes 
him question the viability of 
the contract. 

"With the rules we oper
ate under, we can't restrict 
who bids on a contract," 
said school district plant 
operations manager Dave 
Henshall. 

Following Ministry of 
Education guidelines, the 
school district must take 
bids from any contractor, 
and administrators are 
bound to accept the lowest 
bid that meets the terms of 
the contract, he said. 

"As long as they fulfill 
the terms, there's not a heck 
of a lot we can do." 

Representatives of Ron's 
Disposal Inc. (RDI) of 
Saanichton called the 
school district on tender 
deadline and asked if they 
could submit a bid, 

Family Chiropractic 
in Vesuvius 

DR. LLOYD ALMASTO PANAR 
wishes to announce the opening 

of his chiropractic practice at 

163 Bayview Road 
WHOLISTIC CHIROPRACTIC CARE 

For appointments call: 

537 .. 1761 

rA~tArll~v'~ Prices in Today's Market 
LARGE BUn.l)D\JG LOT 
0.85 acre gently sloping lot with 
pond and a view of St. Mary 
Lake! On municipal water. 

$89,000 no GS11 

SMAll. ACREAGE 
3.63 secluded acres, SUI'V1Y 
building site, pond & creek 
Walk to town through a park! 
separate cottage allowed. 

$119,000 +GST 

TOM NAVRATIL (250) 537-5515 
Royal Lepage Salt Spring Realty 

MnrP nhntnC! lilt 111111111 C! llltC!nrinnhnnua" """' 

Henshall said. The compa
ny had not even been noti
fied by the school district, 
he noted. 

"I asked them, 'Do you 
realize what we need - a 
pick-up every week or 
more?' and I was assured 
they can do that." 

Even though the RDI bid 
just squeaked below the 
lowest Salt Spring bid by 
"pennies," the school dis-

trict was obligated to take 
the RDI bid due to ministry 
guidelines, Henshall said. 

"We do the best we can 
for Salt Spring businesses." 

The initial request to ten
der was only sent to the 
three island companies that 
could fulfill the require
ments of the ·contract , he 
noted. 

"It's been a roll-over the 
past three or four times." 

I Make It Easy! 
... to get the best rates of 

major banks, credit unions, 
trust & mortgage companies 

with just _one applicatio n. 

Gabriel Ross is the exclusive dealer for 
Barbacci on vancouver Island 

Fine Bed 
Linens 

by 
Barbacci 
Firenza 

~~~ ARLENE 
MODDERMAN 

(250) 537-4090 
BENCHMADE FURNITURE, 

LIGHTING • BEDDING • WINDOW COVERINGS 

QUICK SALES, QUICK CASH: 
589 A Bay Street in Victoria _ 

Phone 250-384-2554 I www.gabrielross.ca 
Driftwood Classified: 537-9933 

We are pleased to invite our community to attend the ... 

LADY MINTO GULF ISLANDS HOSPITAL 
Ground Breaking CereJD.ony 

Come celebrate the beginning of construction work for the 

Operating Room Expansion & 
Palliative Care Suite. 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

September 5, 2003 at 2:15p.m. 

Lady Minto Gulf Islands Hospital 
Outside Main Entrance 
135 Crofton Road, Salt Spring Island 

The Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary will be hosting a tea for guests following the ceremony. 

RSVP to (250) 538-4847 or email Diana.Hayes@caphealth.org 
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Nine to 
shave 
heads for 
cancer 

When it comes to tossing 
vanity aside for a good 
cause , islands trustee 
Kimberly Lineger has the 
right attitude. 

"It is only hair and it does 
grow back," she said 
Monday. 

Lineger and eight other 
islanders are now busy col
lecting Cops for Cancer 
pledges before they sit 
down in front of sheers 
armed hair stylists and sac
rifice their locks at the fal l 
fair on Sunday, September 
14. 

' 

NEWS BEAT WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2003 ..o. AS 

Petition circulates 
as firefighters meet 

Salt Spring volunteer 
firefighters are preparing 
to respond to Driftwood 
letter writers upset with the 
recent dismissal of t;o fire 
captains. 

The association met last 
night after the Driftwood 
went to press to discuss its 
response to an issue they 
had "hoped wou ld be 
resolved in-house," said 
firefighter Kurt Irwin 
Tuesday. 

He indicated the fire 
association is not likely to 
give blanket support to the 
two men. 

"If these people had 100 
per cent back-up from the 
vo lun teers, you'd have 
seen it in the paper," he 
said. -

"There's more to the 
story than what '·s being 
said." 

In the meantime, com
munity support for ex-fire
fighters Bruce Patterson 
and Jeff Outerbridge has 
taken written form as a 
petition launched by Keith 
Newman circulates coffee 
houses and businesses. 

the petition because the 
fire risk is high and he 
wants the department 
"back up to snuff." 

"I think the trustees 
made a decision based 
more on politics than com
mon sense," he said. 

Outerbridge and 
Patterson were dismissed 
by fire trustees last month 
for various incidents, 
which trustees said 
amounted to "a lack of 
respect." 

But Irwin stressed the 
fire department's service is 
not "diminished" without 
the two men. 

"There are still 36 or 37 
of us out there still getting 
up at three in the morning 
and still taking the calls," 
he said. 

NATURAL GOODNESS 

~ 

EMbE BAk~RY 

We are now open summer 
hours until Oct. 12 

Mon.-Sat. 4:30am-5:30 pm 
Sundays 6:00am - 4:30pm 

We have early moming coffee 
& many treats to tease your 

appetite and 

Enjoy 
our 
lee Cream 

YOU CAN REACH US AT 

537-5611 
Or drop by at the foot of the hill. 

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE: 
537-9933 Youngest in the group is 

11-year-old Kate Hosie , 
joining Lineger, firefighter 
Jamie Holmes, sailing club 
stalwart Mike Byrne, arts 
council treasurer April Steel 
and three Driftwood staffers 
- office manager Andrea 
LeBorgne, reporter Mitchell 
Sherrin and advertising 
account rep Rick 
MacKinnon, who is also the 
event catalyst. 

Salt Spring RCMP Sgt. BIG BITE: Mark Rendall appears unfazed as he 

The petition, which 
demands the "immediate 
reinstatement" of 
Outerbridge and Patterson, 
collected some 200 signa
tures in three days. 

Mike Giles is also ready to 
bare his scalp, but only if he 
gets enough pledges to 
make it worthwhile. 

sticks his head between the giant teeth of "Rex," a 
metal scupture created by Robin Gibbard and seen 
in the Saturday market in Centennial Park last 
Weekend. ' Photo by Derrick Lundy Newman said he started 

"If the money is enough, 
he will do it," said 
MacKinnon. 

Giles intends to be at the 
Saturday market collecting 
pledges, along with 
LeBorgne and Lineger, who 
gathered hundreds of dol
lars there last week. 

MP Lunn's DNA bill endorsed 
www.ANZATRAVEL.com 

t Conditions Apply. E&OE/#847-0 

+ AUCKLAND SEAT SALE FR. $1,595 + 

As of Tuesday, a deter
mined MacKinnon had 
already earned $1,100. 

The mass shave-fest takes 
place at the community 
policing bQoth beginning at 
2 p.m. Arthur Black will be 
event MC and the head
shavers are Fiona Foster, 
Bevan Wrate and Gary 
Lundy. 

Organizer MacKinnon 
said anyone wanting to join 
the bandwagon can give 
him a call at the Driftwood 
office - 537-9933 - or 
even take the plunge at the 
last-minute, collecting 
pledges at the fair. 

A Tour de Rock Cops for 
Cancer cycling contingent 
may also be on the island 
for fall fair weekend. 

Saanich-Gulf Islands MP 
Gary Lunn is pleased with 
federal government endorse
ment of his private mem
ber 's bill known as 
"Lindsey's Law." 

Solicitor General Wayne 
Easter indicated last week 
during an address to the 
Canadian Police Association 
that his department was will
ing to review Bill C-441 , 
which was initiated by Lunn. 

NOTICE TO 
CONCERNED RESIDENTS 
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection 
District monthly meeting will be 
held Monday, Sept. 8, 2003 at 
Ganges Firehall at 7:30 p.m. 

Residents and organizations con
cerned abOut the dismissals of 
volunteer firefighter Captains Jeff 
Outerbridge and Bruce Patterson 
are urged to attend. 

All monthly meetings are open to 
the public. 

Lunn' s bill calls for the 
creation of DNA databases 
of unidentified human 
remains and missing per
sons. 

A press release from 
Lunn 's office noted provin
cial governments have also 
expressed support for the 
plan in recent weeks. 

"When -1 presented 
Lindsey's Law in the House, 

member's bill it would face 
an uphill battle," said Lunn, 
"The Solicitor General's 
willingness to put the gov
ernment's weight behind this 
initiative is a huge step for
ward." LivingStrong 

Fitness Studio 

al Certified personal trainers 
I knew that as a private · 

Lunn said he hoped the 
government would act on the 
legislation as soon as possi
ble to prevent it being 
delayed by the intervention 
of a general election. al One-on-one professional training 

a1 Comprehensive assessments 
al Custom-designed programs 

al The latest in exercise equipment 
'MACHINE SHOP 

SERVICES 
Fine Machining • Milling & Welding 

' ' 

MARINE ELECTRICAL 
Electronics & Remote Control 

Systems 

SAM ANDERSON 

PLAN YOUR 

al Private studio 

WINE MAKING 
IN TIME FOR 

- -CHRISTMAS_. 
• Over 100 premium kits in stock - both pure varietal grape juices 

and concentrates. 
• Port Sherry, Late Harvest Wine and Ice Wine 
• It only takes a few minutes to get your favourite wine started. 

NOTE: It takes 8 weeks before wine is ready to bottle! 

PHONE US TODAY, OR BETTER STILL, 
DROP IN & WE'LL GIVE YOU A TOUR. 

7~ 1fJUte ee«evt 
~ 12:30 - 4:30 Tuesday to Saturday 
_-~ or by appointment 

156 Devine Drive • 537·0721 
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There's a fire to put out 
There is one obvious response that Salt Spring Island ' s fire 

trustees could make to their critics in the wake of the dismissal of 
two firefighters : if you are not prepared to partieipate in the process, 
keep your complaints to yourself. 

It would be neither prudent nor wise to respond in that fashion, 
but the temptation must certainly be' there. Annual meetings of the 
Salt Spring Island Fire Protection D istrict have historically required 
no more than a handful of chairs for those members of the general 
public who care to show up. 

The rest of us either ignore the procedure _completely or silently 
give thanks that someone cares enough to volunteer their time to sit 
on the district board. 

Today, however, those volunteers may well be asking themselves 
why they choose to do so. 

Two members of the fire department - volunteers themselves -
have been dismissed for reasons that are not entirely clear. The fire 
district has said that "the actions and attitudes" of firefighters Jeff 
Outerbridge and Bruce Patterson were disruptive to the point that it 
was not worth having them around. 

That is a strong statement to make about two individuals who have 
been associated with the fire department for 30 years between them. 
M eanwhile, Outerbridge and Patterson have sought legal advice and 
a lawsuit may be forthcoming. 

This is a particularly ugly situation for a volunteer-based organiza
tion in a small community. What may have been a disruption within 
the fire department is now a rather larger disruption involving the 
broader community. 

The fire trustees h ave a few choices. They can ignore the calls for 
reinstatement of the two firefighters and seek to carry on business as 
usual. They can respond to the public outcry with a more detailed 
j ustification of their actions. Or they can extend an olive branch of 
sorts and call for a mediator to step in and look for a resolution. 

The general public should remember that we elected the trustees 
to oversee the fire department's operations on our behalf. They are 
in full control. 

But the trustees would also be advised to quell the outraged mass
e s with a public process that sheds some light on the situation. It 
would be the prudent and wise thing to do. 

Put brakes on vacation rentals report before it's a shatnbles 
By HAROLD PAGE 

It was not long ago that we had 
Texada on our doorstep, and a 
mighty groundswell of public opin
ion developed opposing the compa
ny's plans. 

Protesters proclaimed in shrill 
terms - and correctly so - that the 
logging and property development 
intentions of the company would 
have a great and negative impact on 
our island lifestyle, and would be 
irreversible. Through the solidarity 
of the opposition, the generosity of 
the local population, and some other 
help, a resolution was hammered 
out and peace once again descended 
on the valley. 

However, we presently have in 
O).lr midst a threat that is just as great 
in potential impact to our island 
lifestyle, and much more insidious 
than Texada ever was. It is the pro
liferation of vacation rental proper
ties. 

VIEW 
POINT 

The issue surfaced somewhat dur
ing the last local Trust elections and 
the new trustees decided to launch a 
committee to look into and report on 
all aspects of the matter, including 
whether or not there should be any 
change in the existing policy that 
such operations are illegal. Good 

-idea! 
As an interested member of the 

public, I sat through a meeting of the 
committee a few weeks back, while 
the subject of affordable housing 
was on the agenda. It was quite 
obvious to me that the good people 
around that table have a formidable 
task before them, and I cannot see a 
hope of any usable report coming 
from that source in the foreseeable 

future. 
In George Ehring's July 30 

"Viewpoint," he states that illegal 
vacation rentals have been around 
for 30 years or so. One can .observe 
that because they were not nipped in 
the bud then is why we have the 
problem now. However, if they have 
been around all this time with appar
ently no devastating effect, why all 
thefu~~ 

·Well, "here's why: When we first 
had our property here a few decades 
ago, there were very few around; 
they were pretty informal opera
tions, mostly Ma and Pa making a 
little pin money on the side now and 
then. Nobody seemed to notice. But 
in the last while, they have become 
organized commercial enterprises. 

Motivated by the strong incentive 
of personal financial gain, they have 
established an association, ASTAR, 
whose goal is evidently to overturn 
the present illegal status of vacation 

rentals and so ensure and expand the 
highly profitable returns now being 
enjoyed. 

Enter the internet, and an army of 
realtors enthusiastically seeking an 
ever-increasing market for their 
product, and the promotion of Salt 
Spring Island real estate becomes a 
hot item in the global economy. I 
suspect that most Salt Spring resi
dents would be dismayed to find 
how many out-of-country 
entrepreneurs are purchasing prop
erty on our island for the express 
purpose of cashing in on this bonan
za. 

On the internet, one can find man
agement companies that have 
sprung up whose main object 
appears to be to deal in this illegal 
commodity. This is why vacation 
rentals has become a vital issue now. 

The idea of involving the commu
nity in the issue of dealing with 
vacation rental properties is a good 

one, but where it has come off the 
rails is this: Kimberly and Eric -
Can't you see the strategy? You've 
propped the barn door wide open 
and the Gold Rush is on while all 
this studying is going on, and you 
are thereby setting up the residents 
of Salt Spring for being faced with a 
fait accompli by the time your com
mittee can produce anything the 
people could be asked to consider. 

Not only that, you have as vice
chair of the committee the very per
son heading the pro-legalization fac
tion. This camel doesn't just have its 
head under the tent flap, it has set up 
shop right inside the tent! What do 
you think this does to the credibility 
of the committee's work? 

You have to put the brakes on this 
thing before it becomes a complete 
shambles! 

The writer is a retired profession
al engineer and long-time Salt 
Spring property owner. 

-Last week the Driftwood 
reported that Salt Spring fire 
chief Dave Enfield and four 
other firefighters had left for 
Kelowna, along with a fire 
truck and the chief's official 
vehicle. An official of the Salt 
Spring Fire Department told 
the Driftwood that "the fire 
commissioner's office called 
the Salt Spring Fire 
Department Friday to ask for 
aid in firefighting efforts." 

A lot of smoke. And mirrors. Outerbridge and Patterson. I 
don' t know all the trustees, 
but those I do know are peo
ple of sound judgement and 
good character. Which leads 
to the conclusion that they 
may not have had all the facts. 
Or, worse still, the fac ts 
they'd been given weren't 
really facts at all. 

On August 19, Chief 
Enfield sent an e-mail to all 
firefighters saying he'd been 
contacted by the fire commis
sioner's office that morning 
asking him about deploying 
firefighters and equipment to 
the B.C. Interior. He went on 
to say that they might be 
requesting a commander 
("that would be me;' he noted 
in his e-mail) and four fire
fighters. 

Well folks, that ain't how it 

h a p -
pened. 

I n 
ea r 1 y 
August, 
t h e 
Office of 

ISlE SAY! 
WITH JOHN P OTTINGER 

the Fire 
Commissioner sent a fax to 
all B.C. fire chiefs entitled 
"R~quest for Firefighting 
Assistance." Due to the 
increasingly serious nature of 
the fires burning in B.C., the 
commissioner's office wanted 
to kno..y what resources, if 
any, fire departments could 
release- if asked. The fax stat
ed specifically that they did 
not expect departments in 
areas where the hazard was 
"extreme" to release any 
resources. 

Despite that statement, the 
Salt Spring Fire Department 
began making phone calls and 
sending e-mails to the fire 
commissioner's office, asking 
to be sent to the Interior. 
According to a highly-placed 
source in the Ministry of 
Community, Aboriginal and 
Women's Services, an official 
from the Salt Spring Fire 
Department called repeatedly, 
"begging and pleading to be 
sent to the fires." 

Last year, chief Enfield said 

that we needed a new 
$600,000 fire truck because 
we were under-protec ted 
without it. (It's now on order.) 
Since then, one of our "fast 
response" trucks has been 
condemned and sits, unus
able , in the back of the 
Ganges fire hall. 

This year, at the height of 
the worst fire season ever, the 
chief removed himself, anoth
er fire truck and four more 
firefighters from the island. 

To say Salt Spring is cov
ered by mutual aid agree
ments with other fire depart
ments is a feeble - even 
insulting - response to ques
tions about the decision to go 
to Kelowna. If a call went out 
from Salt Spring to Crofton or 
North Saanich requesting 

immediate assistance to fight 
a fire, it would take - in the 
most-likely scenario - about 
two hours for that help to 
arrive on the scene. Bye-bye 
house. Bye-bye Ganges. Bye
bye Salt Spring. 

Some trustees and firefight
ers have been saying that you 
and I don't have all the facts. 
Guess what? Neither did they. 
Did they know that Salt 
Spring representatives were 
only asked to go because 
someone had been harangu
ing the fire commissioner's 
office to send them? 

Somebody in this quagmire 
has been less than candid with 
the trustees and the firefight
ers. 

Which brings us back to 
the dismissals of captains 

Re: Kelowna, if the board 
of trustees didn't know of the 
calls to the fire commission
er's office, they were misled, 
as were the readers of the 
Dtiftwood. 

All this reinforces the call 
for an inquiry into the opera
tion of our fire department. 

Some will say I've been even 
more outspoken than usual in 
this column. I don't apologize 
for that. A few weeks ago, the 
reputations of two of this 
island's most highly regarded 
citizens were torched - in a 
fire of suspicious origin. 



GULF ISLAN DS DRil-l WUUlJ U!_JlNlUl'l VVI: U I'H :.:>U .I·\1 , O::H:f"' II: IVIDI:I'\ ~, LUU~ & .... 

5A L1:ut.ltSRBjl.iC.\iSAVS 
We asked: What do you think about the extreme fire hazard conditions in southern B.C.? 

Bill Whitney Brianne Smith Brien Foerster Jennifer Bresciani Tammy Miller 
I have some timber property 
in Washington, so I'm con
cerned about it. If we don't 
get some rainfall pretty 
soon, it's going to get 
worse. 

If we get a fire here, the whole · 
island could go up ... Look how 
fast it went through Kelowna ... 
. And it would be really hard to 
get everyone off the island 
because of the ferries. 

I believe it's definitely due to glob
al warming ... The weather pat
terns that are supposed to be here 
have moved to the equator .. . This 
is the result of what we've done to 
the planet. There 's no quick fix. 

We think it's definitely a nec
essary precaution to close the 
parks. It's unfortunate for 
tourists like us, but it's impor
tant to be overcautious rather 
than risk-everything. 

It's too bad it's happening. I 
live on a boat, so I'm pretty 
protected by water. 

Letters to the Editor 
Do your bit 

With real estate, it's loca
tion, location, location. 

With marketing, it's 
repeat, repeat, repeat. The 
message? Let's all keep our 
beautiful location , Salt 
Spring Island, fire-free. 

I urge everyone to join me 
in making a sign for the start 
of their road. Get a piece of 
yellow foamcore from 
Windsor Plywood or 
Slegg's, a permanent marker 
from et cetera or Ganges 
Stationery, and print 
EXTREME FIRE HAZARD 
in large letters. Put a hole in 
the top and hang it from a 
tree or pole with string. How 
easy can it be? 

Repeating this message 
everywhere just might 
remind the folks who throw 
their cigarette butts out the 
window to stop it. (This 
morning I found new ones 
on my road.) We need to be 
reminded to refrain from 
lighting something, using 
machinery or going into the 
woods. Force of habit dies 
hard, but this is an extraordi
nary (and scary) time. 

The fire closures apply to 
us all, contrary to the person 
who told me that she was 
exempt because she was on 
private property. Recent 

events in Kelowna remind us 
that fires don't stop at land 
boundaries. 

The Driftwood got it 
wrong last week. I don't 
want to be on a one-woman 
mission to keep our island 
fire-free. It's up to all of us. 
Please do your bit. 
NORA LAYARD, 
Rainbow Road 

Jinaoistic 
Micliael Friedman's 

Viewpoint (August 20) was 
remarkably similar to the 
jingoistic tirades I heard in 
the '60s regarding the 
advance of communism. 

The simplistic "domino 
theory" proved to be non
sense but not before the U.S. 
had scourged Southeast 
Asia, Korea and anywhere 
else communists lurked , 
leading to the deaths of mil
lions and lasting environ
mental destruction. With the 
break-up of communism in 
the U.S.S.R., the U.S . mili
tary-industrial complex/reli
gious right need a new Satan 
and Islam is the natural 
choice - control the oil sup
plies and continue the cru
sades. 

Instead of using diploma
cy and wisdom to solve the 
9/11 crisis, the U.S . chose 
the school bully approach in 

bombing . both Afghanistan 
and Iraq back to the stone 
age. Recent estimates are 
that over a trillion U.S. dol
lars have been spent and we 
have gained nothing except 
for thousands dead, massive 
destruction and the fuel to 
fire Muslim martyrdom for 
decades to come. 

The tragedy is that the 
U.S. had a wonderful oppor
tunity in the '90s to show 
true leadership in improving 
the standard of living and 
supporting women's rights in 
developing countries and 
using the enthusiasm of the 
'80s to work' towards {:nvi
ronmental sustainability. 

The fact that they could 
not rise above their inherent 
character traits of egocen
tricity and paranoia,' amply 
displayed in Friedman's 
viewpoint, is the failure of 
our generation. 
RICK LAING, 
Salt Spring 

At risk 
A report in the. August 13 

Driftwood mentions how a 
"one-acre brush fire became 
an unstoppable conflagration 
in under half an hour" and 
quotes fire volunteer Chuck 
Hamilton as saying "it could 
happen here in the blink of 
an eye," and that "he didn't 

want to bring anyone else 
with him to the fire from Salt 
Spring because that would 
leave the island critically 
short of people and equip
ment." 

Amazing! In the same 
time frame as our hard
working search and rescue 
manager is away fighting 
fires, the Salt Spring fire dis
trict board seems to have dis
missed two island fire cap
tains for asking the wrong 
questions and not being 
politically correct. No men
tion of past service rendered 
or their efficacy at fighting 
fues. · 

The fire district board 
seems to have been unwill
ing or unable to answer 
proper questions, seems to 
have blundered horribly and 
in so doing put us all at 
greater risk. 

Tell me it isn't so. 
BOB FRITH, 
Fulford 

Detrimental 
I am writing regarding the 

permit application to operate 
a rock quarry at a site on 
Jasper Road. 

It is absolutely incredible 
that a proposal to operate 
this kind of noisy, du sty 
industrial .operation smack 
in the n:iiddle o(a residen-

tial subdivision would even 
be entertained by the 
provincial government 
based on safety issues alone 
- let alone the detrimental 
impact on the environment 
and the health of people liv
ing nearby. 

For those not familiar with 
the area, it borders directly 
on Peter Amell Park and its 
beautiful hiking trails - an 
area which is currently 
enjoyed by residents and 
tourists alike - and which 
would be rendered virtually 
inaccessible by such an 
operation. 

Apart from the danger to 
residents and hikers of 
falling rock created by blast
ing (which is already a major 
problem when the roads 
were being blasted for the 
subdivision), the peace and 
quiet of both the park and 
the residential subdivision 
would be totally shattered by 
the blasting and rock-crush
ing operations, plus the 
"beep-beep-beep" of heavy 
equipment and trucks, oper
ating all day long, five days 
a week. 
· The other major area of 

concern is the impact on the 
water table and the adjacent 
wetlands caused by these 
operations, in the absence of 

Un.:.Mayberry-like events must be reported 
By PETER VINCENT finger Island Star Video and pounding the streets for 

Here's a news flash for pointing robbed the boys of advertisers, the paper floun-
all the new arrivals on Salt PERSONALLY about gas $190,000, would that be dered. 
Spring. prices at newsworthy? You can't build a newspa-

Contrary to what you SPEAKING his store. Should the local paper per on a foundation of 
may read in the tourist 

B Y P ETER VINCENT 
And now name names? How about Pablum. Things happen and 

bureaus an_d real estate he has someone who embezzles we need to know about 
brochures, this is ·not become a $190,000 to pay a gambling them. There are conse-
Kansas. There is no Yellow You can buy crack cocaine casualty debt? Where exactly is the quences to be paid for bad 
Brick Road. There is no in the park on any given of what appears to be male line? behaviour - one is public 
Dorothy. evening. pride and chest pounding How about if your dad. or scrutiny. People need to take 

This is not , Mayberry. We have a marina that that has left him without his your wife or your brother responsibility for their 
There is no Opey. seems to be marching to its fire truck and the south-end has one too many cocktails actions and we need to 

Things happen on Salt own drum beat, floating in community a little more vul- at a local watering hole and know about them. We can't 
Spring - unpleasant things. rusting barges for water nerable to a tossed cigarette. is busted by one of Salt simply click our heels 
Just look at the last number breaks, operating a floating It must make him want to Spring 's finest. Is it news- together three times and it 
of months on this island. We hotel and allegedly bending pack his bags and try the worthy? Does the paper all goes away. 
have the continuing saga of local bylaws way out of / career ladder at Zellers. name names? As the song goes, the sun 
the Walker Hobk fish farm, shape. And we have a long And now we have a good Should a local paper have WILL come out tomorrow. 
that has torn up the entire time local guy who is keen man out almost $200,000, teeth and a set of brass The Bullock Lake time 
property to such an extent to open up a little mining taken from his bank account cojones? shares WILL continue to 
that it bears an uncanny operation. to cover off a relative's gam- The alternative is a paper rot. The Ganges waterfront 
resemblance to a bombing Look at the shell-shocked bling addiction. filled with feel-good stories walkway WILL still have 

' range. Properties have been Bruce Patterson, . . . what an Should a weekly paper of lost puppies found and the 10-metre gap in it. 
defoliated to let the sunshine interesting summer! He has report the news in a small low-fat muffin recipes. In And hopefully, this news-
in. A natural bog on Sunset stumbled upon guys fishing town? Should the Driftwood fact, such a paper existed for paper will still continue to 
Drive has been completely around in his septic tank name names? a time here on Salt Spring, be a newspaper and report 
drained for God knows why. (yuck)! He has been the Here's a question: If a, and through no lack of long the news. 
Arsenic in the water system. object of whisperings and local resident marched into nights going to press and pvincent@ saltspring. com. 

any environmental impact 
studies. 
ANN JESSEY, 
Stewart Road 

Not peaceful 
When my dad started 

building a house in the bush 
on Salt Spring four years 
ago I wasn't sure how much 
time I'd ever want to spend 
there. 

Now I can't wait to get 
home for a few days. It's so 
peaceful and the island is so 
beautiful. 

I couldn't believe it when 
he told me they 're going to 
blast away a huge chunk of 
the hill near where we live 
and turn it into the Stewart 
Road gravel quarry. 

How can they do this ? 
There are houses only a few 
hundred metres away. And a 
park right next door. 

Every time I come home 
there will be dynamite blast
ing , rock crushing, trucks 
beeping all day long and 
clouds of dust. 

Where's the peace in that? 
People come to Salt Spring 
to relax and find solitude, 
not rocks flying at your 
head. 
KATIE SINEY, 
Victoria 

Res ian 
Regardillg the dismissal of 

Jeff Outerbridge and Bruce 
Patterson, who are outstand
ing citizens, it seems to me 
that if the issue is respect, the 
board of the fire district 
should all resign for lack of 
respect towards firefighters! 

When you have people like 
Outerbridge and Patterson, 
who are willing to leave their 
jobs, families, warm beds at a 
second's notice to go and risk 
their lives only to help others 
without pay ( !), I think we 
should bow very low to them 
and thank them enormously 
for their efforts, their generos
ity and altruism. 

The board should reinstate 
the firefighters, apologize to 
them publicly through this 
paper and call an AGM so 
more people can get involved 
in this association, stack the 
meeting and fire the board. 

After saying all this, I do, 
like Bart Terwiel , question 
the huge expenditure of 
$675,000 of public money 
for a new fire .truck. 
MARIE BEAUDOIN, 
Upper Ganges Road 
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More letters 
Need info 

Since our volunteer fire 
department trustees are pre
occupied with firing our vol
unteer firefighters, perhaps 
the Driftwood could assume 
a leadership role in notifying 
us about the fire hazards. 

I would like to know what 
equipment is banned from 
where, and which trails are 
closed to the public. It would 
also be useful to know what is 
permitted, provided reason
able precautions are taken. A 
list of these things in the form 
of a display ad each week 
until the rains start would be a 
valuable public service. -

This is not a frivolous 
request; I have yet to find 
anyone who is clear on exact
ly what is permitted and what 
is not. There are several small 
jobs I would like to be work
ing on around my place; it 
does not seem reasonable if I, 
and everyone else, have to 
call the fire department for 
clarification before starting 
each outside project. 

Nora Layard is certainly not 
alone in her concern about the 
lack of fire hazard signage 
(Driftwood, August 27) , 
although she seems to be the 
only person doing something 
about it. It is a mystery to me 
why our fire department and 
elected representatives are not 
doing more to provide infor
mation. At the very least, large 
signs at each ferry terminal 
showing the current risks and 
bans would be helpful. 

Two weeks ago I happened 
to be in Kelowna taking a 
workshop and witnessed a rel
atively small forest fire beside 
the lake transform itself virtu
ally overnight into an unstop
pable and devastating inferno. 

by providing residents and vis
itors with up-to-date informa
tion about equipment bans and 
off-limit areas. 
ELIZABETH WHITE, 
Vesuvius Bay Road 

Air issue 
I could not, from the 

August 13 article in your 
paper, understand the circum
stances surrounding the loss 
of two experienced and 
enthusiastic firefighters from 
the fire department. 

Ben Martens' comment that 
''they are not worth the disrup
tion they are causing" is insult

On the upside, maybe they 
will learn something about 
fighting forest fi res that 
could be useful to the 
department here. 

Jeff and Bruce have 
earned a full public review 
of their ousting from the 
department. The whole issue . 
of the conditions of volun
teering for this department 
needs to be aired in public. 
SHARON PERRY, 
Garner Road 

Read 
application 

ing to them, disrespects their In last week's Driftwood, 
years of commitment to their Larry Bader suggested that 
community and does nothing many issues about the pro
to support my comfort with posed Stewart Road gravel 
relying on this department. mine "would simply dissolve 

Added to the loss of our if islanders took the time to 
only firefighter who both lives read the permit application." 
and works in the south end, So I did. Here's what I 
now the department is without learned . "Quarry develop
some other volunteers who ment will operate 7 am. to 
havegoneofftocentralB.C. to 5:30 p.m. Monday to 
help put out the forest fires Friday"· in a quiet, residen
there. I guess we can all under- tial- zoned neighbourhood. 
stand the lure of adventure and, The mine is bordered by 
as I was told, if they choose to Peter Arnell Park and popu
use their vacations this way, lar walking trails. According 
they are, after all, volunteers to the application, "distance 
and no one can stop them. from recreation area to blast-

I do wonder who's paying ing operation is 20 metres." 
the ferry fare for the little fire This is so dangerous that, 
truck they took with them "during blasting, guards will 
(and whether we might need be placed at all public access
it here) , and who 's footing es and a sweep of the park 
the gas bill, will be conducted." 

But that's nothing to, how Three huge settling ponds 
I feel about being abandoned will discharge effluent into a 
by them y.rhen our condi- "previously drained swamp." 
tions here are as dangerous During "maintenance" even · 
as they are there - on top of these settling ponds will be 
already being deprived of . bypassed . I went to the 
Jeff ' s and Bruce's energy · Islands Trust where they 
and experience. - ? showed m t?_ a map of wet-

~ 

lands. The "swamp" is the 
headwaters of Stowel Creek 
and Stowel Lake. 

Discharging effluent filled 
with silt from gravel mining 
and crushing would be like 
pouring cement into this 
fragile wetland. Not to men
tion toxic contaminants like 
nitrogen residue from blast
ing which could leach into 
the groundwater, causing an 
algae bloom. 

Salt Spring doesn't need 
another gravel quarry. We 
already have a fully licensed 
pit that spent two years get
ting the proper approvals. 

Please express your con
cerns to: Bruce Reid, 
Inspector of Mines, Ministry 
of Energy and Mines, PO Box 
9320, Station Prov. Govt., 
Victoria, B.C. V8W 9N3. 
ROSEY BRENAN, 
Sarah Way 
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GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

CAMPSITES 
In the filtered sunlight of an old forest. 15 min. walk 

by trail or 3 min. drive from Ganges. . 
Refreshments & gifts. Close to all amenities. 

One could not actually see 
the fire at that point - the 
smoke was too thick in the 
city, searing lungs and making 
eyes water. Ash and charred 
leaves rained down for days cin 
end. The risk of a similar 
occurrence on Salt Spring 
might be reduced somewhat Car and Truck Sales 2224 Douglas St., Victoria 1·866-955-5353 

Do you want to graduate? 
Whether you need a few courses, 
a full high school graduation program, 
or want to earn an Adult Graduation Diploma, 
there are a surprising number of Gulf Island choices. 

* Self-paced courses - almost any course, almost any time 
*Teacher-led classes- one class a week in ten-week blocks 

Available in most centres. Call for details. 

Adult Graduation Diploma: 
• You need only five courses to earn a diploma 

... but you can take as many as you like 
• You won't need your past school records 

... You and your teacher will decide the best place to start 
• You bring personal things like a pen and notebook 

... We'll provide the rest (and there are no tuition fees). 
• You should come prepared to have fun, 

... because a class of adult students tends to be that way. 

For more information, call the School District Office 
at 537-5548 and ask for Adult Education 

To start, just contact the SD 64 
Learning Centre of your choice. 

Mayne Island 
, Secondary Learning Centre 
call Martin Blakesley or Barb Edwards 

539-2371 

Saturna Island 
Secondary Learning Centre 

call Marie Mullen 539-2472 

Pender Islands 
Secondary Learning Centre 
call David Nickoli or Colleen Shannon 

629-3711 

Gulf Islands Secondary School 
Adult Education Programs 

Galiano Island 
Secondary Learning Centre 

call Jean Way or Glenn Goring 
539-2261 

call Len Sokol 
537-9944 extenion 244 

1-
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More letters 
Use logic 

It' s time for some of the 
people of Salt Spring to give 
the ir heads a shake and 
think thing through logical
ly. 

People are making judge
ments about and demands 
from the fire district trustees 
based on snippets of twisted 
truth amongst p ure false 
statements. I have come to 
know all the trustees , the 
fi re chief and all the fire
fighters fo r the past five 
years and have seen how 
well they all work together 
and their mutual respect for 
each other grow. 

I know that trustees ' deci
sions (a majority vote, not 
any individual) are not made 
lightly or without merit and 
they all have one thing in 
common : they are for j he 
betterment and safety of our 
whole community. 

The story about the dis
missal of the two volunteer · 
firefighters , Jeff Outerbridge 
and Bruce Patterson , has .. 
barely been told . The 
reports in the papers have 
not even scratched the "tip' 
of the iceberg" as far as the 
reasons for the behaviour of 
the ex-firefighters and their 
subsequent required dis
missals. 

In last week' s letters to 
the editor, Henry Schwagly 
briefly pointed out that "he 
was surprised that the whole 
department didn't leave in 
their defence." 

People should be asking 
themselves, "Why not? 
Wouldn't a group as tightly 
bonded as the volunteer fire
fighters support each other 
when one or more of them 
are being treated unfairly 
and unjustly?" 

Of course they would 
come to their defence if it 
was warranted! Therefore, 
logical thinking would lead 
a person to believe that the 
rest of the volunteer fire
fighters feel that the dis
missed volunteer firefighters 
must be being treated fairly 
and appropriately. 

Ask yourself, "Have the 
trustees ever treated anyone 
unfairly?" 

The answer is no. 
Then, a pe rson should 

ask , "Has the majority of 
the tru stees significantly 
changed personnel recent
ly?" The answer is no. 

Tell yourself, "There must 
be a valid reason that a 
majority of the trustees felt 
that these dismissals were 
the appropriate action 

required and that the 
reporters just don ' t know 
about the reason(s) yet or 
have not wr itten abou t 
them." 

If people feel they have a 
reason to be "up in arms," 
make sure it is about the 
correct issue. Judgements 
can not be made witho ut 
knowing all the facts . 
ROBERT HANSEN, 
Fulford 

Not credible 
We are re sidents on 

Stewart Road, having 
bought property adjacent to 
Peter- Amell Park almost 15 
years ago. 

Our choice of this loca
tion was for the natural 
buffer zones and quiet as 
much as for th~ view. 

The sanctity of residential 
areas is apparently of no 
concern to the Ministry of 
Energy and Mines, and the 
Islands Trust can apparently 
do little to stop such incur
sions. 

Currently Stewart Road 
shakes veh,icles into old age 
long before they should be 
ready for the scrap heap, 
and dust from the road con
stantly rolls into our homes. 
Think what will happen 
when the intended annual 
extraction of 375,000 tonnes 
of rock will be hauled up 
and down the road. 

Can 't the mining compa
ny be made to address -
substantively and not mere
ly rhetorically- the matter 
of toxicity of dust clouds? 
Safety "guarantees" that 
have been made are ridicu
lous . Will the eight-foot
high fe nce planned for the 
back of our properties stop 
blast-fly rock from sailing 
onto our families and guests 
and passing hikers, should 
they for some reason wish 
to continue hiking in a pris
tine area once it is 
despoiled? 

Who can believe the com
pany will, as it says in its 
application, post guards on 
the mine's perimeters when 
blasting is going on from 
7:30a.m. to 5:30p.m.? 

They also say the area's 
"isolation" will assure that 
noise is not a problem . 
Trucks on Stewart Road 
make no noise? Drilling, air
horn signals and dynamite 
make no noise? 

For two years we have 
tolerated such noise from 
kilometres away, knowing 
that construction of many 
new residences in the area 

"" ~ 
We are about 
fun. friendship. 

adventure and life 
Sparks: 5-6 

Brownies: 7 - 8 
Guides: 9 - 12 

Pathfinders: 12 - 15 
Senior Branches: 15 - 18+ 

1-800-565-8111 * 
www.bc-girlguides.org 

*This number will connect you directly with the 
Guiding representative in your neighbourhood 
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will soon be complete and 
the quiet will return. But the 
mine will be 400 metres 
from our house, and less 
than that from our well. 

ing in this quiet neighbour
hood ? I s the Mini stry of 

_ Transportation going to do 
anything to protect the chil
dren who walk and cycle 
our streets? 

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED 

Can anybody really 
believe that the mine will 
have no appreciable impact 
on re sidents ' wells and 
water supplies or on the 
Stowell and Cusheon Lake 
watersheds which our areas 
drain into? 

Do we need more rock 
for our driveways so badly 
that we are willing to risk 
lives? 

Salt Spring Island Visitor 
Information Centre 

3 hours per week 
ARNOLD BROWN, 
Sarah Way Please contact Perry Newport 537 ·4223 

We do not begrudge the 
c reation of jobs on the 
island . They are needed. 
But according to the appli
cation for the mine, only 
three men will be employed 
there. 

Is it credible for the min
ing company to state that 
they can drill, blast, process 
and move rock and still 
have manpower left over to 
protect passers by and resi
dents from the dangers 
inherent in such an opera
tion? 
STEPHEN 
and-CAROL ARNOLD, 
Stewart Road 

Risking I ives 
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' ... one of our most cherished publications that : 
we like to hand out to our visitors . . . ' . : 

- EUGENEMAH 
Distribution Services, Tourism Vancouver 

'Our clients love the magazine 
for all the information' 

-CAROLINE LAINCHBURY 
B.C. Automobile Ass'n., Nanaimo 

'Visitors love the map . .. It's a good publication:: 
-YVONNE PERRAULT : 

Whenever I drive home 
along Cusheon Lake Road 
I'm careful to slow down for 
families in their bathing 
suits, and then I bump along 
Stewart Road, dodging pot
holes and cyclists. 

• Call us now while space is available: 

The proposed Stewart 
Road quarry could mean I'll 
soon be sharing the road 
with dozens of fully loaded 
gravel trucks, thundering 
along the same narrow 
stretch every day. How long 
before there is a tragedy? A 
child lying in the dust 
beside the road? 

We a lready have a 
licensed, permitted gravel 
quarry on the island. Is the 
Islands Trust going to stand 
by and allow rock process-

BID ON EXCITING ".a~ . .., .. 
AUCTION ITEMS: 

• z rounds of golf at BEAR 
• Accommodations at TIGH·NA·MARA! 

• A Fabulous Golf Package from 
ISLAND GOLF TRAILS! and mueh more! 

9-HOLE TEXAS SCRAMBLE 
Sunday, October 5, 2003 

HCiiSTRAnON 9 a.m.· Shotgun start 10 am & 2 pm 
. sscr per person. 

ENTRY FEE includes dinner, draw _prizes and registration. 
(Extra dinners SlO/person). 

Enter your 4-person team or sign up for the drow individually. 
HOLE·IN ONE PRIZE DONATED BY SAUNDERS SUBARU 

Porticipote in a putting contest 50/50 dl'fiW, silent auction & rofflel 
REG/SfJIATION FORMS AVAILABLE AT JHE IHIIFrWOOD OFFICE. 

Ask for • : PETER McCULLY or RICK MacKINNON 
250·537-9933 /1-877-537-9934 
Fax 250-537-2613 I Email sales@gulfislands.net 

Gulf 
Islander 
75,000 COPIES DISTRIBUTED ANNUALLY 
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More letters 
Healing 

Regarding the August 20 
front-page article about a Salt 
Spring family's struggle: as a 
mother I was deeply sad
dened for the children of the 
family. 

Not just for the hurts that 
they will be healing from but 
also from the exposure into 
their mother's darkness that 
was so vividly displayed on 
the front page of our commu
nity newspaper. 

I am wondering if it is the 
responsibility of our paper to 
disclose the personal chal
lenges of mothers to our chil
dren or to our neighbours so 
that they may one day make 
the disclosures for us. 

I can't help feeling a great 
deal of distrust for your 
judgement to print this story. 
Many of us have our addic
tions and none of us is with
out our personal challenges 
and dark moments . It is 
unfortunate when they find 
their way into the eyes of the 
public without our willing
ness . I am wondering how 
your article can in any way 
support the healing that this 
family must be enduring. 
CINDY CLARK, 
Grantville Street 

Fallacv . 
It would be helpful if peo

ple would stop tryirig to "read 
between the lines" and would 
instead read the actual words. 

It is far more honest to crit
icize a person's comments by 
dissecting what they in fact 
do say rather than to assume 
that you know what they 
meant to say. 

Nowhere in trustee Eric 
Booth's letter of August 6 
does he infer a forgone con
clusion of the APC vacation 
rentals subcommittee. He 
simply and clearly defends 
the process which strives for 
common ground/common
sense solutions that a majori
ty can support. 

Furthermore, Sam 
Lightman 's reference 
(August 20) to the letter writ
er from Point Reyes Station 
in California (August 6) 
seems to have missed the 
poirit. Their concern was the 
"conversion of possible liv
able (long-term) rentals into 
vacation rental units." 

It is a hard sell to get peo
ple to accept the fact that 
most vacation rentals on Salt 
Spring would never become 
long-term rentals simply 
because they are too expen
sive. Most service employees 
cannot afford $1,500 to 
$2,500 per month in rent. 
Those who can afford such 
rents tend to own their own 
homes. · 

Harry Warner unearthed a 
tap root to our island's 
accommodation 

(August 20). It is in fact local 
bylaws preventing legal base
ment suites and legal long
term use and/or rental of sea
sonal cottages which limit 
"affordable" accommodation 
on Salt Spring. These are the 
most important housing 
resources for low to middle
income residents in most 
semi-rural communities. 

This situation is urgent. It 
must be recognized and 
addressed soon. 

It must also be acknowl
edged that this type of hous
ing is largely unrelated to the 
vacation rental homes and 
those who continue to propa
gate the fallacy are doing it 
either through ignorance or 
guile. 
DOUGLAS FRASER, 
Stonecutter Way 

Video 
support 

At the beginning of the 
summer, the Anglican Parish 
of Salt Spring Island began a 
seven-week film and discus
sion series on Tuesday 
evenings. 

Some 30 or more people 
participated, and a good and 
enlightening time was had by 
all. Our thanks to Tim and 
John of Island Star Video, 
who, without being asked to 
do so, gave us the videos 
which we featured in the 
series free of charge. 

Island Star Video is an 
important part of the home
grown mercantile culture of 
this island community, and 
deserves our continued sup
port. 
REV. KIM MURRAY, 
Anglican Parish of Salt 
Spring 

Good website 
I discovered www.petfind

er.com probably by accident 
more than a year ago when I 
knew my German shepherd 
would not be long for this 
world. 

This site provides links to 
all the humane societies and 
animal shelters in North 
America. By keying in one's 
postal code and requesting 
"regional" shelters, one has 
access to all the animals avail
able for adoption in driving 
distance, with information 

OPINION 

and often photographs of 
each. 

Salt Spring usually has cats 
available for adoption, but 
dogs are a scarcity here. 

Well, there are all kinds of 
dogs available in Duncan, 
Nanaimo, and Parksville ... 
for starters. One can search 
by shelter, type of dog, gen
der, age and size. 

As well, at the top of the 
page there are links to classi
fied ads. For 14 days at no 
cost, people can advertise for 
the pet they are looking for, as 
well as a pet they must find a 
new home for. 

This is how I found 
Jackson, who has just come 
to live with us. A woman in 
Vancouver needed to find a 
home for him, I was going to 
Vancouver to visit my mother, 
I was able to have him meet 
me and my two dogs, and 
voila! Salt Spring has another 
canine citizen and my canine 
set is now <;:o.mplete once 
again. Good things come in 
threes! · 

I recommend www.petfind
er.com very highly. See it for 
yourself if you would like to 
adopt a dog. Shelters do 
charge a small fee, but the 
dogs have been vet-checked 
and neutered/spayed, and are 
ready for homes . 
Occasionally there are pup
pies. 

Acquiring a dog means 
making a major commitment 
for feeding, vet care, and 
companionship, but if you 
are ready for a dog and can 
provide for all of these needs, 
there may be one just waiting 
for you at this wonderful 
website. 
TOBY FOUKS, 
AKA "The Dog lady," 
Salt Spring 

Shocked 
I am very sorry to see that 

people who volunteer their 
time, put their lives on the 
line for their community and 
drop everything in their own 

· lives to rush to the aid of a 
complete stranger, as well as 
close friends , are then 
thanked for their previous 
contributions by being dis
missed. 

I was shocked that we 
could treat someone that 
way. Not only just a member 

of our community, but one 
who constantly gives to his 
community. I can't think of 
one south-end fundraiser 
that didn't have - a 
"Pattersons" donation in it. 

I have read concerns and 
fears about losing Bruce 
Patterson from the first 
response team. Having my 
mother live in the south end 
makes me particularly sorry 
to see him go. She has called 
911 before and Mr. Patterson 
was there. 

To Mr. Patterson and Mr. 
Outerbridge, I say a very big 
"thank you" for their dedi
cated services. 

To the board members 
who may have let politics 
and personal differences get 
in the way of what's best for 
the community, "shame on 
you." 

I hope you come to your 
senses soon and reinstate 
them both. 

And to the Driftwood , 
which I usually enjoy read
ing, your last few front 
pages have been more of a 
rag-mag-style than a news
paper. Get some ethics! 
Quick! 
JENNIFER BUlLACH, 
Thomas Road 

Disservice 
The summary dismissal of 

two of our long-term volun
teer firefighters requires a 
public hearing in order that 
the citizens of the island may 
clearly hear the truth in this 
serious matter . 

Previous reporting in the 
Driftwood indicated the 
directors of the fire district 
did not even have the authori
ty to fire them. 

In the meantime, those of 
us in Fulford have lost the 
only firefighter living and 
working in the south end. 
Prior to a public hearing, the 
board members must reinstate 
Mr. Patterson immediately, 
even though they apparently 
had no authority to dismiss 
him in the first place. 

Not to do so would be a 
grievous public disservice. 
DENNIS O'HARA, 
Fulford Harbour 
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"Simply 
Organic" 
Barry Valentine organ 

recitals resume 

at All Saints 

September 10, 17 & 24 

10:10 a.m. 

Mafalda Hoogerdyk 
Insurance Broker 

Access Canada's 
Top Insurance Firms 

•Life I nsu ranee 
•Critical Illness 

•Long Term Care 
•Disability 

•Office Overhead 

Call today 
537-1730 
Located across from 

Bank of Montreal 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

TRINCOMALI 
TRANSPORT CO. 

' 
(250) 360·7426 
trincomali.transp_ort@shaw.ca 

PAUL B. JOYCE 
Barrister & Solicitor 

•REAL ESTATE & MORTGAGES• 

•ICBC & PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS• 

•WILLS & ESTATES • OTHER LEGAL SERVICES• 

265 Don Ore Road, Salt Spring Island, B.c. V8K 2H5 

Tel: 537-4413 Fax: 537-5120 

SIDNEY TRAVEL & CRUISE 
REG. #3694-5 

SERVICE LTD. 

AT THE LANDMARK 
#105-2506 Beacon Ave., Sidney, B.C. VSL 1Y2 

• Your full service travel agency • Exciting cruises & great destinations 
• Business travel & holiday vacations 

• Travel insurance available for peace of mind 

Call 
(250) 656·0905 or 1·800·223·5256 

IF YOU HAVE 
A SKILL TO SHARE, 

KNO~EDGETOIMPART 

OR TALENT TO SPARE, 
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

The Seabreeze lnne is looking for personable, 
creative, experienced instructors to lead seminars, 

workshops and/or retreats onsite. Sessions will be run 
for 2 weekend days or 3 weekdays. Instructors are 

required for 6 hours per day. 

Some proposed topics include: health and alternative 
healing, painting, weaving, metaphysics, pottery, 

writing, yoga, tai chi, creative spirituality, photo

graphy, etc, etc, etc. All good ideas will be considered! 

Please drop off your resume and proposed course 

outline at our Reception area. 
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Villadsen deserves empathy, support ~Otn 
and Dad: 

Yo11 come too 
for great praise, 

teac.Nng ~fellowship. 
(N11rsery available for 

llt'lder 13 month olds) 

By DEANNA TODD 
I have lived on Salt 

Spring for eight years and 
this island has represented 
itself as a family-oriented, 
community--based one
ness; an island that pulls 
together .when there is a 
family ·going through 
tragedies such as sickness or 
death. 

I am absolutely shocked 
that Joanne Villadsen and 
her family would be treated 
so differently and that the 
Driftwood would rather. tear 
apart and bring havoc on a 
family, while not taking into 
account the four children of 
Johnny and Joanne 
Villadsen (Driftwood, 
August 20). 

Your first line in the arti
cle about Joanne's sentenc
ing is wrong . Joanne 
received three years of pro
bation and within that there 
is an 18-month conditional 
sentence, and within that the 
first six months are to be 
maintained in a primary res
idence, and full restitution is 
to be made. 

Joanne is allowed 
employment, to attend 
appointments, go to the 
pharmacy and grocery store 
two to three hours per week, 
and make other pre
approved excursions, such 
as attending her children's 
sporting events. 

The line about Johnny 
seeking a divorce . I am 
appalled that the Driftwood 
would actually print this. 
Did you get this from 
Johnny himself? Should this 
very private sorrow between 
two people be capitalized on 
in such a horrid way? Is this 
something you can be proud 
to have the Villadsen chil
dren pick up and read? 

Thi s article has come 
across as biased because 
only one side is presented 
with empathy and the other 
side likened to slaughter. 

I have empathy for the 
betrayal Kent and In ge 
Villadsen went through. It 
was a lot of money stolen 
from them. But money can 
be replaced. Relationships 
cannot, and with hard work 
and sticking together they 
can be restored. Thankfully 
no lives were taken in the 

' IN ~DEPTH 
process. After all, Joanne is 
family and family pull each 
other through the hard 
times. 

There were a couple of 
the judge ' s quotes in the 
story. "It must be driven 
home to the accused the 
enormity of what she has 
done," and "victim-impact 
statement should ring in 
your ears while you are 
serving this sentence." I 
hope these are addressed 
while I explain what Joanne 
has gone through. 

After two miscarriages 
and then a full-term preg
nancy, Joanne was pre
scribed Paxil to treat post
partum depression . She 
admits that she did not 
administer the medication 
properly and has not blamed 
her doctor in any way. She 
spiralled downward, became 
more depressed and discov
ered internet gambling as a 
high. She became hooked 
on gambling and stole large 
amounts of money to cover 
her debts from it. 

This behaviour was com
pletely out of character and 
totally bizarre. When she 
was found out, she was told 
by the family that she would 
have to abandon her chil
dren, leave the island, she 
would have no friends, her 
community would turn 
against her, and perhaps jail 
was the best place for her to 
get the help .she needs. 

The impact of these state
ments , compounded with 
the enormity of what she'd 
done, caused her to go into 
an isolated state, pushing 
her to the brink of suicide. 

She admitted herself to 
the hospital seeking help . 
Over the three months there, 
she w as diagnosed with 
clinical depression, bi-polar 
and obsessive compulsive 
disorder by three different 
psychiatrists . She learned 
that she should never have 
taken Paxil as it can have a 
trigger effect , initiating 
abnormal behaviour in peo-

ple with these mental disor-· 
ders. Ironically, it was her 
attempt to remedy post-par
tum depression that led her 
into thi s horribly manic 
state. 

She has not said that Paxil 
was t\le sole cause of her 
problems. Since her hospital 
stay she has accepted full 
responsibility for her 
actions, paid partial restitu
tion, consistently attended 
psychiatric therapy and 
taken properly monitored 
medications. She has 
adhered to her recovery pro
gram, working diligently to 
maintain a healthy wellness. 

She did not ask for mental 
illness but has not shirked 
from dealing with it since 
being diagnosed. I have seen 
her work hard to maintain a 
balanced home for her fami
ly. Johnny and Joanne are to 
be commended for their 
excellent co-parenting dur
ing this stressful time. I have 
seen her work at correcting 
her wrongs. 

During the last year and a 
half I have seen Joanne suf
fer through the loss of many 
friends, the indignity of 
rumours , harassment and 
other afflictions. 

With the help of treat
ment, family, trusted friends 
and a new hope in God, I 
have seen Joanne act with 
dignity. I see a woman who 
truly understands the enor
mity of her crime, accepts 
her consequences, and is 
glad to see it all finally dealt 
with. 

I see a woman who feels 
let down by her family-in
law. She was crying for help 
and was only condemned. I 
see a woman rise up through 
her self-imposed circum
stances and truly better her
self as an individual. I see 
Joanne find joy and peace, 
in the midst of her trials, 
with her children and the 
Lord, our saviour. 

I would ask all of us to 
think about judgement. 
Would any of us want our 
personal lives on the front 
page of our local newspaper 
if it did not benefit a situa
tion in any way? 

I leave with a quote from 
Alice Hoffman . "Lives are 
complicated, messy, never 

Sidney's Premier Retirement Community 

Arnica at Beechwood Village 
· Spacious Bright Suites -

· Full-Service Dining Room 

· Flexible M eal Options 

• Activit ies & Entertainment 

·Weekly Housekeeping 

· On Site Emergency Response 

• Sch eduled Bus T r ip s & Outings 

Wellness & Vitality~ Fitn ess Centre 

~~~-
~~-

AM l CA .. 
at B e e c h w o o d V i lla ge 

23i5 Mills Road , Sidney 

250 655 - 0849 . 
www.am1ca.ca 

TOURS AVAILABLE 
Phone for an appointment today! 

exactly what we plan . As 
for glass houses, we all live 
in one. Eventually, someone 
is bound to come along and 
throw stones. But the way 
you live your life is up .to 
you. When stones and rocks 
.are thrown, you can let 
them get you down or you 
can turn them into some-· 
thing worthwhile - a shel
ter for your body or your 
soul, a wall with which you 
can surround your garden, a 
place where anything can 
grow." · 

Joanne, you are loved. 
Let your garden grow. 

The writer is a good 
friend of Joanne Villadsen. 

Rainbow Road 
Trading Co. 

Ui~ITE ~~jiMIM~;Ii~aijM·~ 
YLOVE: 20°/0 OFF ALL : 
HOME 

SERVICES .. 

graphic design computer consulting 

Complete print and web design: Computer servicing for home and office: 

sed computers 

CALL 
BARBARA 
McCULLY 
538-0052 
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Name: PAULA DAVIES 
537/538/653: 537 
Occupation(s): Co-owner of the 
Salt Spring Hostel. 
Hobbies: Photography, back-pack
ing to New Zealand, kayaking, sail
ing and walking my goats. 
Home finished/unfinished: 
Change of paint colour soon, oth
erwise finished. 
Favourite people: Mike, Forest, 
Terry Fox, family and friends. 
Favourite read: Anything by C.S. 
Lewis. 
Best thing about SSI: We have a 
wonderful community of caring 
people. 
Worst thing about SSI: We need 
a few less fast drivers. -

i DERRICK'S Best place to kiss on SSI?: Sitting 
with Mike on our bench by our 
waterfall. ISLAND PICS 

More letters 
Jam in's 
great 

Salt Spring Island is a 
wonderful place to bring 
up our children for lots of 
reasons that we as parents 
are well aware of. 

So when there are activi
ties organized by responsi
ble individuals, it's impor
tant to acknowledge and 
support these people or 
groups. 

One such activity is the 
hockey program run by 
Jamin Stocks of the Core 
Inn Youth Project Society. 
It has been happening 
three days a week, includ
ing Sundays, since 
November 2002. 

Imagine 20 to 30 hock
ey -ob sessed males 
between the ages of 10 to 
40 racing around on a 
court (some on 
rollerblades), playing 
cooperatively and respect
ing one another While hav
ing fun . What more can a 
mother wish for her 12-
year-old son who is most 

often preoccupied by his 
next hockey g(!me? 

I suppose she could ask 
for someone like J amin , 
who is a great role model! 
With a smile he teaches the 
kids life skills, including 
self-esteem. 

I hear him saying "Don' t 
be so hard on yourself, 
you'll play better next 
game." "Just do your best." 
"We are here to have fun," 
or he 's yelling "great shot" 
and so on. 

As a young man himself 
with a family, he undoubt
edly ha s many demands 
upon his time, yet he man
ages to be there for the 
kids and he attracts a solid 
group of players three 
times a week. 

In these difficult politi
cal and economic times 
there doesn ' t seem to be 
government grants to sup
port groups like the Core 
Inn or their programs. 

Community support is 
very important. For 
instance, volunteers are 
needed after school so that 
Jamin can utilize more of 

his time and.energy to con
tinue the hockey program, 
while sti ll being able to 
keep the Core Inn open. 

The Core Inn would also 
like to continue to develop 
its kitchen program and 
needs people that can work 
alongside the youth in this 
facility. 

Donations and fundrais
ing ideas can help to pur
chase hockey equipment 
and keep these programs 
rolling! 

After taking an August 
break, hockey has started 
again at Portlock Park on 
Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings at 6 p.m. 

The community is wel
co_med and encouraged to 
come down and play, 
watch or help out. 

To volunteer or find out 
more information on this 
or other fall programs, you 
can contact Trish Nobile or 
Jamin Stocks at 537-9932 
at the Core Inn during 
business hours , or e-mail 
Coreinn @telus.net. 
SUSAN BRUCHER, 
Salt Spring 

Rants to all those who 
have neglected to protest the 
firing of Bruce and Jeff. 

Rants to smokers who 
continue to throw their 
cigarette butts out car win
dows. Don' t you get it? 

Roses to the Skeena crew, 
Saturday, August 23, 4 p.m. 
sailing, for having the time 
and will to squeeze my car 
onto the ferry as the last car 
of that trip. Good karma to 
you all. 

To the nice person who 
found my CD collection in 
the console of my si lver 
Honda parked in downtown 
Ganges in July, please return 
them to the Driftwood lost 
and found. Thank you. CH. 

Roses to "the Highways 
boys" for putting a patch on 
Drake Road. RD. 

Thanks to Carolyn at et 
cetera for finding my purse 
and calling so quickly. S. 

Roses to Harbour House 
night security for having a 
room for the fami ly of six 
who had lost their boat at 4 
a.m. Ganges Coast Guard. 

Roses to Nancy, Erica and 
Jodie for so enthusiastically 
showing us their lovely 
homes as we worked toward 
selecting a designer and 
builder for our new Salt 
Spring home. 

Roses to those who have 
protested the firing of Bruce 
and Jeff. 

A rose to Keith Newman, 
who allowed himself to be 
plucked off the street on 
Sunday, and opened his out-

doors shop in Gasoline Alley 
so the kids could get some 
fishing tackle. 

A belated bunch of roses 
from SSPLASH to Cafe El 
Zocalo in Gasoline Alley for 
generously supplying coffee 
and napkins when we ran 
out at the Movie in the Park 
night sponsored by Island 
Star Video. Roses as well to 
Keith and Marilyn from 
Newman' s Fishing Tackle 
for all their help. Over $250 
was raised before expenses 
- what a fun way to catch 
the waves for an indoor 
pool! 

A big bouquet of beautiful 
roses to Rita Sagness and 
her fan tastic team of Cafe 
SSPLASH volunteers who 
have kept Cafe SSPLASH 
open all summer long , 

, fuelling Shelby Pool swim
mers with coffee and ice 
cream, and making money 
for the indoor pool. 

We_ will help pay for your eye test. 
New Government Legislation means you now have to pay for your eye test. 
Bring your receipt to us and we will refund 50% of the cost (up to $50 cash 

back) upon purchase of a full set of frames and lenses. 

GULF ISLANDS 

OPTICAL 

·~/ 

Open Tuesday- Friday 
lOam- 5pm 

Located at the 
Lancer Building 

537-2648 

Use South 

Waitin~ for the ferry? 
nr..-.--.-.-; PARKING while you enj 

*Breakfast- eggs, bacon, 
french toast & scrambled tofu 
Salmon frittata & more 

* Lunch - hot & cold sandwiches, 
salads, homemade soups 

IN A RUSH?-

• 
homemade baked treats, sticky buns, 
pre-made deli sandwiches, pizza, 
espresso, coffee 

6am- 6pm 

- will be opening for dinner 
ight & live music in the tal 

/ 
AIW use South 



Frey and Fowler carving 
out new centre-left party 
By DEBBIE WILLIS 
Staff Writer 

An alternative political 
party may be launched from 
the ground up if Salt Spring 
residents Romana Frey and 
Baron Fowler have their 
way. 

Frey and Fowler are part 
of a group of people dissa,t
isfied with the political 
choices in B.C. and hope to 
organize another option for 
voters in time for the next 
provincial election. 

"A bunch of us are meet
ing and talking and serious
ly thinking of starting a new 
party," said Frey, who is part 
of a group of about 20 peo
ple from Salt Spring and ·the 
mainland who are "not find
ing their needs met by the 
current parties." 

According to Frey, the 
"working title" of the party 
is the Cooperative Party, and 
part of its aim is to include 
and get the votes of women, 
people with disabilities, 
people living in poverty and 
First Nations people. 

Both Frey and Fowler 
emphasize that the party is 
for those who "don't find a 
home in the Green Party or 
the NDP," said Frey. 

"We think there needs to 
be another choice for the 
people of B.C. We need a 
centre-left party, because the 
Liberals are really right
wing ," said Fowler. "I 
believe there's a big vacuum 
in the centre begging for a 
party to jump into it." 

Fowler . used to be 
involved with the Green 
Party, but found it was not 
"practical" enough. 

"Idealism is great, but at 
some point you've got to get 
down to practical terms, 
because you've got to get 
elected. There's always peo-

~ADA'S 
(Bake 

SHOP 

pie who 
don't want 
to cut a sin
gle tree, but 
that ' s not 
going to 
happen." 

Frey had 
intended to 
run for the 

Frey 

leadership of the provincial 
NDP party, but changed her 
mind when she became dis
satisfied with an election 
process that she said placed 
too much weight on the 
union vote. 

"I'm a true believer in 
democracy," she said. 
"Unions have their place in 
society but for the NDP to 
move forward they need to 
elect a leader democratical
ly." 

The Coope,rative Party 
would work on the principle 
of "one member, one vote," 
she said. 

Fowler thinks the best sit
uation would be a coalition 
between the Green Party and 

the NDP so that the left vote 
isn't split between the two 
parties. 

But he assumes this will 
not happen, and so would 
like the new party's focus to 
be "taking votes straight 
from the Liberals." 

His vision for the party 
includes a strong green, 
labour, social justice and 
business platform, and he 
hopes to run 10 candidates 
in the next election. 

"The aim would be to 
form the government, but in 
reality that's going to take 
10 years," said Fowler. 

When asked if he thinks 
the party will get off the 
ground, Fowler's answer is 
"maybe." 

Frey hopes more people 
will become involved to 
strengthen the Cooperative 
Party. 

"That's how movements 
start. From the ground up." 

For more information, or 
to become involved, call 
Frey at 653-9312. 

A beautif~l home is made even more beautiful through the use 
of Aira Retractable Screens. Our almost transparent, 

roll-away screens are designed to fit the looks and lines of 
any home and to maximize the beauty of what is seen -

from the indoors to the outdoors. 

Sharon's Country Home 
AT GRACE POINT SQUARE 537-4014 

LUMAR 
DIGITAL 

ARCHIVING 

WEB SERVICES 

KELOWNA BOUND: 
Islander Gail Bryn-Jones 
loads her van full of 
supplies donated by Salt 
Spring residents for 
Kelowna evacuees. She 
took a full van load to 
Vancouver for distribu
tion to fire survivors 
Thursday. 

Photo by Mitchell Sherrin 
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Let's hear it for seniors. 

; 

We have everything you need right here. 
M 

SIDNEY PHARMACY LTD. 
656·1168 656·07 44 
2416 Beacon 2425B Bevan 

You'll like our Real Estate prices. 
Contact me (former Salt Spring Islander) 

for Real Estate information toll free 
at 1·866·668·0455 or 

bbetts@remaxofnanaimo. com 

BRIAN BETTS 
RE/MAX of Nanaimo 

#1-5140 Metral Drive 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Islands Farmers' Institute Fair Grounds, 351 Rainbow Road, SO,I~~f!~:~ri,!J~~'~:, ~;~; . 

-§WUbbi%&Wit%WMkiWit RIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 . //{t:f'i!J! 
3:30 pm Fair building open for placing 7:30 pm All entries for indoor sections must 

entries (except Photography and be placed 

7:30am 

8:30am 

9:00am 

9:00am 

10:00 am 

10:00 am 

10:00 am 
11:00 am 

7:30am 

Quilts which must be placed on 
Wednesday Sept. 1 o · 
see sections for details). 

Admission gates open. 
Indoor judging. No admit· 
lance to the Main Building 
during judging. Pancake 
Breakfast at the Beer 
Garden 
All livestock must be 
penned. Start of livestock 
judging, continuing through 
the day 
Commercial Vendors and 
Exhibitors open 
Horse show opens 
continues all day 
Free bus shuttle from town 
to/from the fairgrounds: 
starts at the Tourist 
Information Centre 
Food Concessions open. 
Games of Chance open. 
Ongoing Demonstrations at 
the Demo Tent 
Entertainment: Joyful Noise 
Indoor Sections Open · in 
the Main Building 

Admission Gates open 
Pancake Breakfast at the 
Beer Garden 

9 am-t0:30 am Admittance to the Main 
Building open only to Special 
Needs and 

9:00am 

9:00am 

9:15am 

Greenwoods residents 
Commercial Vendors and 
Exhibitors open 
Horse show opens continues 
all day 
Entertainment: Alan Moberg 
Gospel 

9:30 am Pet Show registration 
10:00 am Free bus shuttle from town 

to/from the fairgrounds: 
starts at the Tourist 

10:00 am 
10:00 am 
10:00 am 

Information Centre 
Pet Show 
Stack Sisters 
Ongoing 4H demonstrations, 
check af 4H tents for schedule 
Food Concessions open 
Games of chance open 
Ongoing Demonstrations: 
Check demo tent for up to 
date schedule. 
Indoor Exhibits open to all 
fairgoers 
Entertainment: Her Sweet 
Time 

11:00 am 

11:30 am 
12:00 pm 

12:00 pm 

1:00pm 

1:00pm 

1:30pm 
2:00pm 
2:30pm 

3:00pm 

3:45pm 
4:00pm 

5:00pm 
6:00pm 

11:30 am 
12:00 pm 
12:00 pm · 

12:45 pm 

1:00pm 
1:00pm 
1:30pm 

1:45pm 

2:00pm 

2:00pm 

2:30pm 
3:00pm 
3:00·5:00 pm 

3:00pm 
3:00pm 
3:15pm 
4:00pm 
5:00-0:00 pm 

Entertainment: Mojo Roots 
and Blues Trio 
Sheep Dog D~monstration 
Entertainment: Walking the 
Flesh 
Lamb B.B.Q. 
Livestock judging continues. 
Classes and demonstrations 
at .the Horse Ring ongoing 
all day 
Judging the Sweetest Apple 
at the Demonstration Tent 
Entertainment: Jack and 
Lefty 
Threshing Display 
Entertainment: Barley Wik 
Sheep Dog Demonstration 
Ongoing Demonstrations: 
Check at the Demo Tent 
Entertainment: Alan 
Moberg 
Threshing Display 
Entertainment: Barley 
Brothers 
Entertainment: Swing Shift 
Gates Closed 

Sheep Dog Demonstration 
Lamb B.B.Q. 
Entertainment: Terry and 
Friends 
Entertainment: Gumboot 
Dancers 
Threshing Display 
.Entertainment: Tom Hooper 
Farmer Vicky and Daisy the 
Cow 
Longest lasting dahlia bloom 
announced 
Entertainment: Rose Hip Jam 
Ongoing demonstrations: 
Check demo tent for up to 
date schedule 
Cops for Cancer Head Shaving 
(Community Policing Booth) 
Sheep Dog Demonstration 
Rotary Club Muffin Madness 
Prize money and Trophies 
may be collected in the 
upstairs main building 
Entertainment: Valdy 
4H Raffle Draw 
Threshing Display 
Entertainment: Drop Radio 
All entries must be removed. 
(not earlier) 
Gates Closed for another year 
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Funding a First Rate 
Education System 

Increasing Education Funding 
• Over the next three years, funding for B.C:s Kinder

garten to Grade 12 education system will increase by 

$143 million to $5 billion. 

Kindergarten to Grade 12 Funding 

• Over the next three years, total education funding, 

including post-secondary spending, will rise by $173 

million to $ 7.11 billion. 

/ 

• Over the last two years, school districts received 

$92.8 million in new, one-time funding to address 

cost pressures. 

• This year, school boards received $117 million more 

than in 2000/2001. 

Spending More per Student 
• It is projected that since 2001/2002 per pupil 

funding will have increased by $178 this year and 

by $405 in three years. 

• Per pupil funding is projected to rise from $6,328 

in 2001/2002 to $6,733 in 2005/2006. 

-
• There are 15,431 fewer students attending school 

today than in 1998. 

• It is estimated there will be 9,283 fewer students in 

B.C. schools by '2006 than there are today. 

Enrollment vs. Per Student Funding 

Investing in New Schools 
and Improvements 

Over the next three years, the B.C. government will 

invest $619 million in new funding to: 

• build 7 new schools and purchase 91 new buses. 

• upgrade or expand 38 schools. 

• ensure 29 schools are seismically upgraded. 

lor rmare inlurMatian an c=lh1n1es ta I.IW.,s eluc=ation s1s1em, "isit www .. lczei.I~>Xdll.~a. 

dt. BRITISH 
Ministry of Education ~~ COLUMBIA ...... 
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Former islander wins rowing.gold 

ON THE GREENS: Nick Boyd swings his club to a 
second-place finish in his category at a golf tourna
ment held last weekend at Blackburn Meadows on 
Salt Spring. PhotobyDerrdLundy 

Watson takes open title 
at Blackbum.golf event 

A gallery of onlookers watched a tense three-hole play
off round between two top-rated golfers who tied in the 
Blackburn Meadows Open Championship Sunday. 

Veteran golfer Bryan Watson emerged victorious over 
the young challenger Steven Severn after the two players 
tied through regular play and two holes of tie-breaking 
playoffs. 

Runner-up Severn also took both the low-net champion 
and putter-of-the-year awards. 

Honourable mentions went to long-drive winner Eric 
Beamish and closest-to-the-line winner Yassa Drobyshev. 

"We would like to thank everyone for coming out and 
participating this year. It was a lot of fun and we look for
ward to seeing you all again next year," said tourney orga
nizer Colin Beamish. 

Blackburn management also wanted to correct an error 
from last week. Drobyshev placed first in the Blackburn 
Meadows Golf Club Junior Championship, while Tobin 
Eyles shot his best round to place second, ahead of Severn. 

"We apologize to Tobin for the confusion and extend our 
congratulations for his standing," organizer Beamish said. 

Family Dentistry On Scott Point 

Dr. Helen Johnston 

404 Scott Point Drive 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
V8K 2R2 

Tel : (250) 537-4059 
Fax: (250) 537-4079 

helennjohnston@ saltspring.com 

Islander Barney Williams is 
still overwhelmed by feelings 
of joy and pride after Winning 
gold at the 2003 World 
Rowing Championships in 
Milan, Italy on Saturday. 

"It has still yet to sink in," 
Williams said. 

The Canadian men's cox
less-four team won the 2,000-
metre race in 5:52.91 minutes; 
only half a second ahead of 
Great Britain (5:53.54) and a 
thin margin in front of 
Germany (5:55.13) 

"It was an incredible race 
against the British and the 
Germans, wilh these two crews 
being the world champions and 
silver medallists the last two 
years;' Williams said. 

Representing Canada on the 
men's coxless-four team were 
Salt Spring's Williams, 
Comox's Thomas 
Herschmiller and Saskatoon's 
Jake Wetzel and Cameron 
Baerg. 

"We led from wire to wire, 
this being our plan before the 
race. But having a plan and 
executing that plan are two 
very different thihgs. The crew 
displayed incredible courage 
to row every stroke as though 
it was the last one we were 
going to take." 

Williams set a blistering 
pace of 42 strokes per minute 
for the first 250 metres of the 
race. 

"I was so proud of Jake, Tom 
and Cam for the support they 
provided me. They all asked me 
to give them a chance 'to get 
them to the 1,000-metre mark 
in first place' and then they 
would cany me across the line:' 

THANK YOU 
for your patronage 

while the Bonsall 
Bridge was being 

repaired. 

From the Gang 
at Crofton Auto Service 

See you at the 
Fall Fair! 

®CROFTON® 
AUTO SERVICE 

246-3115 

Has your RRSP or RRIF 
Become a Tax Liability? 

CIBC 

1 can help. 
Don Bull, Investment Advisor 

CIBC Wood Gundy 
(250) 537-4771 

WoooGuNDY '"''"'" thot"' onoto on• I : I 
www.cibcwoodgundy.com 

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., 
a subsidiary of Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce and Member CIPF. 

The main highlight of the 
award-winning experience 
was standing on the podium 
and hearing 0 Canada played 
over the loudspeakers while 
the Canadian flag was raised 
in the gold-medal position, 
Williams said. 

"They only ever play the 
national anthem at the world 
championships and I remember 
my wife Buffy telling me that 
her goal has always been to hear 
her national anthem. While the 
anthem, was playing I remem
bered singing 0 Canada every 
day before school in grades 1 
through6." 

As an aside, Buffy Williams 
attained her goal as well. As a 
member of the Canadian 
women's-eights crew, she won 

Si 

a bronze medal when her team 
surged ahead of favoured win
ners U.S.A and Australia 

Barney Williams noted he is 
proud to have made his 
achievement for his home 
island as well as his nation. 

"I feel very excited about the 
fact that I have a chance to put 
Salt Spring Island in the spot
light in such a positive way. It is 
a great community of people 
and a beautiful, peaceful, warm 
piece of paradise." 

Williams recognizes that he 
has a fairly good chance of 
meeting that goal since his crew 
completed an undefeated sum
mer season by winning the 
Steward's Cup, the Lucerne 
World Cup and the World 
Championships. 

"We must still improve in 
many areas but we now have 
the confidence that if we put in 
the hard work we will be suc
cessful." 

After a tour of the Tuscany 
region of Italy, Buffy will 
return to London to train with 
the women's team and Barney 
will prepare for the Olympic 
trials in Victoria. 

"I am looking forward to 
returning to Elk Lake and 
resuming training and attempt
ing to reach my goal of com
peting at the Olympics and 
winning a gold medal. But this 
goal will only be achieved by 
taking the next year day by 
day and not looking past the 
stroke I am in the middle of 
pulling." 

FOODS 
Congratulations!! 
to Loi~ Graham, 

winner 

2531 BEACON AVE. [[J of the 
Washer & Dryer. "Sidney By The Sea" 

FRESH AUSTRALIAN BEEF BONELESS 
ToP. Stri1loin 3 
Grilling "Steaks 7.67kg • 

Fresh Polt Tenderloin 1o.9skg 4. 98 ~ 
FRESH FILLET REMOVED 
Boneless, Skinless 
Chicken Breast 9.44kg 

SMOKED,, BONELESS WHOLE OR HALF 1 98 
Toup1e Ham 4.37kg 1 1 

FRESH 

Imitation Crab Meat per 1oog 

KRAFT 
Cool Whip 11 tub .. 

NIAGARA 
Orange Juice 341 ml tin. 

' ALASKAN CLASSIC ' HERDS OF LAUGHTER 

5 47 Island Fanns Ice Cream 1.891 tub. I 

CARRIAGE TRADE 3/
1 00 Mac & Cheese Dinner 2oog box . I 

PLANTATION 

Fancy White Rice 2o1b bag. 

DANISH ORCHARD 

Fruit Spread ?soml tub 

FRESH CUT INTO CHOPS 
Tenderloin End 
Pork Loin 4.81kg 2~181b 
FRESH RIB OR TENDERLOIN END 2 28 
Pork Loin Chops s.o3kg 1 lb 

FRESH CENTRE CUT 2 98 
Pork Loin Chops s.s7kg 1 lb 

FRESH BONELESS CENTRE CUT 
REG OR BUTIERFLY 
Pork Loin Chops a.m9 
FRESH BONELESS CENTRE CUT 
Pork Loin Roast a.s5k9 

316& 

. .. .. . 3197 

.... 4108 
213100 

2169 
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Golf clUb removes 
portion ·of its fence 

Rackliffe nabs fourth in triathlon 
Though part of the fence separating the Salt Spring Golf and 

Country Club from Lower Ganges Road has been removed, 
stray balls flying onto the street should not be a concern. 

I sland junior triathlete Lowell 
Rockliffe placed fourth in the Kids 
of Steel We stern Region al 
Championships in Summerland on 
Sunday. 

we re kicked off. 
But I gues s th at 
happened to other 
guys too because, 
surprisingly, I got 
o ut of the wa ter 
sixth." 

Horn and R ockliffe maintained 
their rivalry but the A lbertan man
aged to place. ju st ahead of the 
islander, once again. 

"We became good friends." 
The golf course recently removed a portion of the old fence 

that lined the road and replaced it with rocks, but the president 
of the member 's association, Glen Woodley, does not think 
rogue golf balls will be a problem. 

"I probably did better th.an last 
time but not in the pl acing," 
Rockliffe 'said. 

He found the field of competitors 
smaller but stronger than those he 
faced in Kelowna, where he placed 
second two weeks ago. 

Rockliffe kept 
close to his chief 

Rockliffe rival, Austin Hom 

The Summerland race wrapped up 
the triathlon season and Rockliffe 
couldn't stay for the awards ceremo
ny since he had to rush back for a 
ferry. The aim was to clean up the course by getting rid of the rust

ing fence, which did not stop balls very effectively anyway, 
said Woodley. 

"It was crazy. It was my fastest 
race ever. It was intense." 

of Calgary, as 
they emerged from the water. 

He hopped onto his bike and tried 
to -maintain a position with the lead
ers but another 10 r ider s drifted 
ahead. 

But he plans to make time for a 
podium visit at the B.C. Summer 
Games next year. "We didn ' t think that this would change anything. We 

haven't heard any complaints;' he said. 
Rockliffe had a difficult swim start 

and slipped behind the leaders in 
Summerland. 

"I know I'm going to do well for 
that." Trees have been planted and a large sand trap is set up near 

the lOth tee to discourage: golfers from hitting balls toward the 
road. There has also been talk of re-routing the course away 
from the road. "I got kicked in the head several 

times and I was almost knocked out. 
I had to get my goggles after they 

"Then in the running part, I passed 
12 of them and placed fourth . 
Luckily all the track and field and 
running helped out a lot." 

Rockliffe plans to train continu
ously in the interim. 

"I need to work on the cycling a 
little more." 

"I don't know if more balls are going through; I haven' t 
heard anything," said Woodley, who would like people to tell 
him if they notice golf balls flying off-course. 

FC plays 
ho01e 
ga01e 

Spring Fans of Salt 
Football Club 's (SSFC) 
division-one team will have 
a chance to watch the local 
soccer squ ad play o·n the 
island Sunday. 

SSFC is slated to face the 
Malaspina Mariners in an 
exhibition match at Portlock 
Park 2: 15 p .m. September 
7. . 

The islanders already held 
an exhibition match against 
the college team in Nanaimo 
Sunday (results were not 
available at press time) and 
they are slated to play the 
division-one Juan de Fuca 
squ ad off-island o n 
Thursday. 

The regular season begins 
with a match between SSFC 
and Gordon Head at ·Royal 
Athletic Park on September 
13. 

GET MORE. 
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• 2003 PONTIAC GRANO AM SE SEDAN 

· 2.2L DOHC ECarEC En~ne ·Automatic· A/C · Spltt Folding Rear Seat 
· CD Stereo · Pov.er Locks · Cruise ·Theft Deterrent System 

t ~~! t ~~~ ¥ 2003 PONTIAC SUNFIRE SL SEDAN 

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT 

INCLUDES $1000 CREDIT" 

· 5-Year 100,000km POWERTRAIN WARRANTY with No Deductible 

WHEN YOU BUY, FINANCE, 
OR LEASE VIRTUALLY 

ANY NEW 2003 ... 

2003 PONTIAC VIBE 

5-Speed Manual Transmission A/C 
· CD Stereo · 60/ 40 Split Folding Rear Seat 
·Trunk Security Cover · In Dash Power Outlet 
· Front Console with Cell Phone Docking 

IQfjj-t§fi ***** Mg!~ ~~~ise~r~~~~ 

~ 
A UTOMOBILE J OURNALISTS 

A SSOCIATION OF CANADA 
BEST NEW MULTI-PURPOSE 

VEHICLE 

f !f! f s~@~' 
INCLUDES $1000 CREDIT" 

· ALL NEW I 2.2L 140HP Engine· 5-Speed Manual· Theft Deterrent System ® 2003 BUICK CENTURY CUSTOM 2003 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GT · 60/40 Split Rear Seat · Tachometer · Child Securtty Rear Door Locks 

1 ·-- t --·· 
T .~~~ . ~l@~~ 

SO SECURITY DEPOSIT 

INCLUDES $1000 CREDIT" 

· 3.1L 175HP V6 Engine· 4-Speed Automatic· Dual Zone A/ C 
· 3.8L V6 200HP Engine · Automatic · Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors and Trunk with 
Remote Keyless Entry· CD Stereo · 16~ Aluminum Wheels· Cru ise ·Theft Deteuent 
System · Dual Zone A/C · Sunroof 

· 6-Way Power Drivers Seat · 6 Speaker CO/ Cassette/Stereo 
· Power Locks/ Windows/Mirrors · Remote Keyless Entry· Cruise 
·Theft Deterrent System 

t 48 MONTH SJrtiAAll£t.s£ t CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

. S288. ·· S2~998* 
S3,070 DOWN PAYMENT INCLUDES FREIGKT AND POl t 

48 MONTll SM.t.Art.wE t CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

S2J8. ·· S22, 
$3,500 DOWN PAYMENT INCLUDES FREIGHT AND POl 

INCLUDES $1000 CREDIT" AND NO-CHARGE SUNROOF 
INCLUDES $1000 CREDIT' 

ALL OFFERS INCLUDE FREIGHT , P D I AND $ 1 0 0 0 CANADA WIDE CASH " 
Your Pontiac • Buick • GMC Dealers of BC gmcanada . com 1-800-GM-DRIVE 
You Should Know This: Offer appl ies to vehicles delivered on or before August 31st, 2003. •$1 ,000 credit is inclusive of applicable taxes and is reflected 1n offers in this advertisement. Example: $10,000 ordinary purchase price, after tax price is $11 ,450 ($10,000 
plus $1,450 applicable taxes). After applying $1 ,000 credit, after tax price is $10,450 ($9,127 reduced purchase price plus $1,323 applicable taxes), with the $1 ,000 credit being th e $873 reduction from the ordinary purchase price and the $'127 reduction in 
taxes which would have otherwise been payable on the full ordinary purchase price. ""Smartlease" offer available on a 48-month lease for Sunfire SL Sedan R7A, Grand Am SE Sedan R7B, Vibe , Grand Prix GT R7A and Century Custom R7B. Total obligation is 
$9,523, $12,974, $15,819, $16,894, $1 6,844. Annual kilometre limit 20,000 km, $0.12 per excess kilometre. Option to purchase at lease end is $5,235, $9,026, $8,930, $12,868, $10,366, plus applicable taxes. Freight Included. license, insurance. registration , 
PPSA, admin fees and taxes not included. tPurchase financing on approved GMAC credit only. Example: $10,000 at 0% APR, the monthly payment is $166.67 for 60 months. Cost of borrowing is $0. Total obligation is $10,000. Down payment, trade and/or 
security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down paymenVtrade. Discounts or other incentives may be available where consumers opt for a cash purchase price offer. By selecting the 
purchase financing offer, consumers may be foregoing such discounts and incentives which may result in a higher effective interest rate. t:t:Freight included. license, insurance and taxes not included ... :t:The Smartl ease monthly payment and the GMAC purchase 
fi nance rates are not available with and are not calculated on the "Cash Purchase" price shown. The difference between the price for the Smartlease/GMAC purchase finance offer and the "Cash Purc hase~ price offer is deemed under provincial disclosure laws 
to be a cost of borrowing, whether or not the same represents actual interest, and is requi red to be expressed as an actual percentage rate which is 7.81%, 5.11%, 0.00%, 3.82%, 4.15%. :t:t *Offers apply to virtually all 2003 new or demonstrator models of 
vehicles equipped as described. Dealer order or trade may be necessary. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in BC only. limited time offers which may not be combined with other offers. Dealers are free to set individual prices. see your dealer(s) for 
conditions and details . .Mward Details: The Pontiac Vi be holds an Energuide award for Most Fuel-Efficient Mid-Size Car, based on Natural Resources Canada's 2003, 2002, 2001 , 2000 Fuel Consumption Guide Ratings, and an NHTSA 5 Star Safety Rating for 
frontal impact, driver and passenger with Testing conducted by the National Highway Traff ic Safety Administration. 
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6466 Bell McKinnon, Duncan 

1-SOQ-819-4331 


