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Islanders mourn crash fatality 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Salt Spring lost a devoted 
family-man, a creative char
acter and a fun-loving friend 
when 39-year-old Russell 
"Rusty" Collins died in a 
motor-vehicle accident on 
Mount Tuam last 
Wednesday. 

mon-law wife, Elizabeth 
McClean, and her twin four
year-old boys, Connor and 
Hamish. 

"11ris is so new and shock
ing. I'm expecting a baby in 
February. I was so excited 
about being pregnant. I 
thought, 'This is going to be 
okay because I'm with Rusty 
and he's awesome."' 

words to tell her boys that 
Collins was gone but young 
Connor told her, "My 
daddy's driving a bright new 
shiny truck," and that image 
seemed most fitting, 
McClean said. 

Even though Collins was
n't the boys' birth father, he 
connected with them as soon 
as he met them two and a 
half years ago, McClean 
said. 

value of fixing things and 
brought joy and fun to their 
lives, she said. 

"He taught them to be 
safe. They won't let me start 
the car until they get their 
seat-belts on. That was one 
aspect of him as an angel. He 
helped so much. He didn't 
see it as helping . He just 

"He was more than a dad. 

Collins' death was a heavy 
blow to his pregnant com- It was difficult to find 

"I told him 'That's right. 
Your daddy is driving a 
bright new shiny truck over 
the clouds. And at night he 
can pick you up."' 

He was Russell and those 
were his 'Russell-ites."' 

Collins shared his love of 
vehicles and horses with the 
boys, he instilled in them the CRASH A2 

Hospital project cost 
soars to $2.7 million; 
CRHD funds needed 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

The cost of building 
Lady Minto Hospital's 
operating room and pallia
tive care suite has jumped 
by 50 per cent, and fund
ing groups are now stitch
ing up the project' s deficit 
wound. 

A special meeting of 
personnel from the 
Vancouver Island Health 
Authority (VIHA), Capital 
Regional Hospital District 
(CRHD) and Lady Minto 
Hospital Foundation -
the project's three funding 
partners - takes place 
today (Wednesday) in 
Victoria. 

The much-anticipated 
hospital renovation, which 
was the subject of an 
intense hospital founda
tion fundraising campaign 
last fall, was estimated to 
cost $1.8 million. Updated 
figures following much
higher tenders submitted 
by four contractors in May 
bounced that figure to 
over $2.7 million. 

VIHA, with provincial 
government dollars , and 
the hospital foundation , 
have already approved 
kicking in more money to 

cover 60 per cent of the 
total cost, with the CRHD 
share still needing ratifi
cation. It's scheduled for a 
CRHD vote on 
Wednesday, July 9. 

Salt Spring's regional 
director Gary Holman and 
hospital foundation presi
dent Wendy Shea expect 
the project to proceed as 
planned, but the CRHD 
board does have the power 
to withhold th e extra 
funds. 

According to a June 18 
health facilities planning 
committee (HFPC) report 
prepared for the CRHD 
board , the regi onal di s
trict's 40 per cent share 
would rise from $719,783 
to $1,091 ,824. That works 
out to an es timated 74 
cents extra tax levy on the 
average Capital Regional 
District property for the 
next 15 years . 

For perspective, Holman 
pointed to the $90.61 an 
average-assesse d Salt 
Spring residential proper
ty con tri bu ted to the 
CRHD budget this year, 
for an island-wide total of 
$563,106. 

Shea said the foundation 
board was obviously upset 
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HAPPY
CANADA 
DAY: 
Jeremy 
Hollingsworth 
takes Canada 
Day seriously, 
wearing a 
full-face flag 
to various 
activities held 
in Ganges 
Tuesday. 
Salt Spring 
celebrated 
Canada's 
birthday with 
Embe Bakery 
cake in 
Centennial 
Park, and a 
host of events 
at the Legion. 
Watch for 
more July 1 
photographs 
in next week's 
Driftwood. 
Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Trustees flip-flop on hatchery decision 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

Exerting pressure paid off las t 
week for a citizens group fighting 
the sablefish hatchery at Walker 
Hook when the Salt Spring Local 
Trust Committee (LTC) changed 
its stance on the 20-year lease/sub
division application. 

The Thursday afternoon public 
meeting heard from about 10 indi
viduals wanting the LTC to refuse 
authorization of the subdivision by 

writing a letter to the Agricultural 
Land Commission (ALC) and the 
Ministry of Transportation (MOT), 
as outlined in a paid ad from Salt 
Spring Island Resi den ts for 
Responsible Land Use in the June 
25 Driftwood. 

"The only people saying 'yes' 
[to the subdivision] are those who 
will profit directly from it and the 
province, which is trying to force 
aquaculture down everyone's 
throats," said Maliview resident 

Sharon Bywater in the meeting 's 
first round of public input. "You 
have everything to gain by doing 
this. You have nothing to lose and 
you have community support to do 
this." 

Members of the public then 
furd again why trustees Eric 
Booth, Kimberly Lineger and 
David Essig felt their February 
decision - to articulate several 
concerns about the project to the 
ALC bur neither approve nor 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
#3 - 290 Park Drive (Below Dagwoods, behind car wash) 

MON.-FRI. 8AM·5PM 

refuse the 20-year lease/subdivi
sion - was the correct one for the 
time. 

As Booth said, the LTC believed 
the project would proceed as 
planned with or without the 20-
year lease. 

By not outright refusing ~, 
approval , a 20-year rather than 
three-year lease was up for consid
eration by the ALC and MOT sub
division approving officer. 

HATCHERY A3 

For all domestic & import 
cars & light trucks. 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 
• Government test facility 
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CRASH: Claims island man 
From Page A1 

wanted to be here." 
The couple first met while 

Collins was a B.C. Ferries 
crewman working on the 
Bowen Island ferry out of 
Horseshoe Bay in 1996, but 
they never talked seriously at 
that time. 

"He teased me mercilessly 
about being a 'grunt' at a 
construction site. I don't 
think he realized how angry 
he made me." 

McClean still had a chip 
on her shoulder about his 
teasing when she ran i.nto 
him on a Fulford sailing 
after Collins had transferred 
to Salt Spring in 1999. 

"I pointed my finger at 
him and said, 'You! You're 
the guy who told me I was a 
'loser' ... Well now I've got 
a job with B.C. Ferries.' 
Then he looked at me and 
smiled. A year later he asked 
me out." 

But Collins didn't 
approach her in a conven
tional manner, she noted. 

First, he visited 
McClean's mother Joan 
O'Connor (who works in the 
B.C. Ferries human 
resources office at Long 
Harbour) and asked her for 
permission. 

"My mother said, 'Does 
she even know you?' And 
Russell said, 'We've met."' 

Collins took McClean out 
on a walk for their first date 
and they returned to find the 
twins hungry and screaming. 
He cleaned the house, put 
the kids to bed and told her 
he'd enjoyed a wonderful 
day, she said. 

"I thought, 'Who is this 
guy?"' 

But Collins consistently 
showed himself to be a man 
of action who used creativity 
and smooth talking to sup
port his family, she said. 

"There's so many things 
he constructed. He was good 
at 'Mickey-Mousing' things 
together." 

Shortly after they first 
met, he solved her perennial 
problem of runaway horses 
by mending all her fences, 
building a watering system 
and ordering a huge supply 
of hay. 

"He was ingenious at find
ing second-hand materials 
and transforming them into 
something useful that would 
keep horses in their area." 

Collins even talked a 
developer into providing 
machines and fill to build a 
free riding ring, she laughed. 

"I'm going to miss him 
tightening the bolt on my 
truck so the drive-shaft does
n't fall out." 

His own distinctive blue
and-black, zebra-striped 
Toyota Land Cruiser was 
affectionately dubbed "Little 
Pete;' she said. 

"I could see by the look of 
his truck that any woman 
with a man like that is going 
to get taken care of ... And I 
was right." 

FAMILY MAN: Russell " Rusty" Coll ins holds the 
re ins w ith his partner Elizabet h McClean and chil
dren Hamish and Connor in his favou ri te f amily 
photo. Collins died in a mot or-vehicle accident on 
Mount Tuam last Wednesday. 

Last Wednesday Collins 
had taken a friend and family 
members for an afternoon 
tour of local off-road sites in 
Little Pete and another Land 
Cruiser when he had his fatal 
accident , said long-time 
friend Rob Millson. 

"He was ahead of me and 
waved me down because his 
truck has super low gears 
and I'd be on the brake all 
the time." 

While descending 
Musgrave Road, Collins like
ly hit washboard conditions, 
struck a tree and rolled his 
vehicle, Millson said. 

"I feel like I could have 
stopped him from dying if 
I'd stopped and waited. But 
there was nothing I could 
have done for him." 

After waiting for Collins 

in Fulford, Millson saw res
cue vehicles heading up 
Mount Tuam at 9:15 p.m. 
and he followed them to the 
accident scene where his 
friend of 23 years had been 
killed. 

"Even with dusk corning 
up and the lights going, I still 
had way too good a view of 
something I didn't want to 
see ... It's comforting to 
know he probably didn't suf
fer at all." 

Collins' brother-in-law, 
Scott Christie of Surrey, had 
been a passenger during the 
accident but received only 
minor injuries, Millson said. 

"I really feel blessed to 
have been brought here to 
have spent Russell's finest 
hours with him, because 
your last hours are your 

finest hours." 
Millson first met Collins in 

a Vancouver mechanic's 
shop where they both 
worked in 1979. 

"I always had a passion for 
car stuff and Russell did too. 
We ended up being friends, 
camped, off-roaded and got 
into all kinds of trouble." 

The two were room-mates 
when Collins bought his 
Land Cruiser over 10 years 
ago. 

"It was always good to be 
associated with Russell. He 
was an enormous solid 
anchor to fall back on and 
confide in." 

Millson had come to Salt 
Spring to celebrate his 40th 
birthday with Collins the 
previous weekend, and 
Russell had coaxed him into 
staying a little longer. 

"I feel what he felt here: 
the communion with nature 
and community," Millson 
said. 

"Now I'm here for the 
rebuilding end of things. I 
wish I had all the money and 
time in the world to help Liz 
live in the palace or hovel 
that she'd like to live in. But 
I can't be here forever." 

A service to celebrate 
Collins' life will be held at 2 
p.m. on Thursday at Fulford 
Hall. 

Collins' mother Eleanor 
Randell came to Salt Spring 
with other family members 
from Victoria, Vancouver 
and Ontario to also offer sup
port for McClean and her 
boys Friday. 

"It's hard to realize he's 
not going to be here," she 
said. 

"The horses are waiting. 
We're all standing around 
waiting for Russell to come 
home." 

Depart Canges 
7:45am Mon·Fri, u :sopm Daily, 9:3oam Sat, 5:45pm Sun-Fri. 

Depart Vancouver 
7:15am Mon-Fri , 12.:15pm Daily, g:ooam Sat, 5:1spm Sun-Fri. 

$74 ONE WAY 

PLUS GST 

TO VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
Depart Ganges 
7:4oam Mon-Fri , 6:15pm Daily, 9:3oam Sat-Sun 

Depart Vancouver AirP.ort 
7:1oam Mon-Fri , s:45pm Da1ly, g:ooam Sat-Sun 

1-Soo-665-0212 or 

Effect ive Apr. 7 - Sept. 28 , 2003 

$69 ONE WAY 

PlUS CST 

250-537-5525 
gulf queen pnnce m h b . 

vancouver VICtOria nana1m0 . ~~ www. ar our - a1r. com 
~~lands charlottes rupert ~ 

BERT BEITEL 
Mortgage Specialist 

PH/FX: 250-653-2328 
bert.beitel@rbc.com 

Family Dentistry On Scott Point 

Dr. Helen'Johnston 

404 Scott Point Drive 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
VBK 2R2 

Tel: (250) 537-4059 
Fax: (250) 537-4079 

helennjohnston@ saltspring.com 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. 

JULY 0125 9.5 06 0455 6.6 
02 0410 9.8 su 0855 7.5 
WE 1220 1.0 1505 4.3 

2050 10.8 2235 10.8 

0215 9.2 07 0540 
0455 9.5 MO 11 10 
1300 1.3 1555 
2115 10.8 2300 

0310 8.5 08 0625 
0555 8.9 TU 1325 
1340 2.0 1655 
2145 10.8 2325 

09 
WE 
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Friendly 

IDNEY UTO ALES ~~r~e~~V:t~ ~i:~v~~ ... so close to great savings_! 
2002 DODGE CARAVAN (quad seats) 
1998 SUZUKI SIDEKICK (4 door) 
1994 CHEV 'PICK-UP 
1991 .CHEV PICK;;qp (loaded} 
1988 CHEV PICK.-OP (only 96k) 
1995 DODGE 3/4 TON (loaded) 
1998 CHEV 3/4 TON EXT. CAB 

hone: 655·0jJ1. Fax; 65:5=:~612 
1994 DODGE 

CARGO VAN (low kms) 



GULF ISLANDS DRifTWOOD NEWS BEAT 

RCMP 
look into 
B&Es 

RCMP 
REPORT 

A brushcutter was stolen 
when Harbour's End Marine 
was broken into on Sunday. 

RCMP responded to an 
alarm from the Upper 
Ganges Road business at 
1:20 a.m. and the incident is 
currently under investiga
tion. 

HELMET DRIVE: Volunteer firefighter Brent Dick gets into the spirit of the 
Salt Spring fire department's annual helmet drive by rescuing Lee Johanson 
from the firefighter in the hat (Steve Hunt). Firefighters were out in force last 
weekend for the.fundraising event. Photobyo.rrickLuncty 

Three minutes later, 
RCMP · received another 
complaint of a break-and
enter at Blue Moon gifts in 
Ganges. Several items were 
stolen and the theft is also 
under investigation. 

Anyone with information 
about either incident should 
contact the RCMP. 

HATCHERY: Trustees go with meeting flow 
From Page A1 

But after a second wave of 
pressure came from Chris 
Acheson, Woodward & 
Company articling lawyer 
Jeanie Lanine, and James 
and Kathy Scarfo on 
Thursday, Lineger decided to 
go with the meeting's flow. 

''I'm willing to go out on 
a political limb by making 
a stand and writing the let
ter to the ALC to clarify 
our position .... " she said. 

In explaining her change 
of heart, Lineger pointed to 
the provincial government's 

-proposed Bill 48 - the 
Agriculture, Food and 
Fisheries Statutes 
Amendment Act 2003 -
which if passed would 
erode local government 
control over fish farm siting 
and likely eliminate the 
Trust area prohibition on 
even finfish farms in marine 
waters. Bill 48 received 
first reading_ in the legisla
ture on May 12 and is due 
to return to the fall sitting. 

"Given the position of 
the provincial government, 
it's time to test the Islands 
Trust Act out in this case," 
she said. "Too many times I 
see the provincial govern
ment overrule us . . . given 
Bill 48 and the direction 
the province is going, I 
think that it's time we took 

NATURAL GOODNESS 

fa 

EMil BAkERY 
"' ·r )· .... , . 

We are now open summer 
hours until Oct. 12 

Mon.-Sat. 4:30am-6:00 pm 
Sundays 6:00am - 4:30pm 

We have early morning coffee 
& many treats to tease your 

appetite plus weekly specials 
and 

~njoy 
our 
lee Cream 

Or drop by" at the fool of the hill. 

a stand on this and this is 
it." 

Huge applause filled the 
room following Lineger's 
mini-spiel, and Booth and 
Essig joined Lineger in vot
ing for her motion. 

Before the deed was 
done, however, Trust 
regional planning manager 
John Gauld piped up with a 
note of caution to suggest 
trustees should receive 
their own legal advice in 
the matter, as opposed to 
hearing only Woodward & 
Company views. 

Another motion to seek 
legal advice was then 
passed by the committee. 

Whether the LTC's 
revoking of subdivision 
approval will fly with 
provincial authorities may 
still need confirmation. 

Community member 
Julia Hengstler observed 
the trustees' move to not 
approve the subdivision 
could be "the vanguard of 
opposition to Bill 48" and 
she said other coastal com
munities should be contact
ed to organize concerted 
opposition to the provincial 
government's plan. 

Some people urging the 
LTC to retroactively not 
approve the subdivision 
had questioned what "pro-

tection" the tombolo had 
really received through the 
trustees' actions, since dig
ging, disturbance of First 
Nations remains and well 
construction had all been 
allowed to occur. 

"My point is that protec
tion of the tombolo through 
a 20-year lease is a joke," 
said area resident Donna 
Martin. 

Gauld noted construction 
of buildings on that part of 
the land would be prohibit
ed through the lease 
arrangement. 

Earlier in the meeting, 
both Booth and Lineger 
had said lease parties 
Sablefin Hatcheries Ltd. 
and property owner Henry 
Caldwell wanted to protect 
the area and agreed with 
tombolo protection condi
tions. A covenant had even 
beeri discussed, said 
Lineger. 

Demands for an environ
mental assessment to be 
undertaken were also 
repeated, and Arnie 
Hengstler observed there 
had been little mention of 
the ultimate impact the 
farmed sablefish would 
have on wild stocks and the 
coastal environment. 

Kathy Scarfo picked up 
on one of Essig's earlier 

statements - that the LTC 
felt refusing the 20-year 
lease/subdivision would 
have been "futile" for try
ing to stop the project -
by stating it would not be 
futile to stand up and say 
no. 

"What you do then is 
give the community a 
voice, which is what you 
were elected to do," said 
Scarfo. 

Following the LTC's 
switched decision, more 
general talk of the Islands 
Trust's role and "democra
cy" ensued. 

Essig later said he was 
happy to see democracy in 
action at the meeting. 
"Please don't feel you have 
ever lost your voice . . . . 
We do listen to you." 

He also recited one of his 
favourite quotes from . 
philosopher Hannah 
Arendt: "Civil society 
begins· to fall apart when 
people feel they have lost 
their voice." 

Regarding Bill 48, Essig 
reported that the Islands 
Trust executive committee 
had already written a letter 
asking the province to 
reconsider it, and said the 
Trust is sponsoring a Union 
of B.C. Municipalities res
olution to that effect. 

Do you run a business 
out ol your house1 
Be it craft, professional, art, contracting or whatever, 

your spare room is probably plugged up with boxes of 
tax receipts, paper, miscellania. More boxes and 

boxes of "must keep" boxes and boxes. 
Unplug that space and put it to work profitably for you. 

CONSIDER STORAGE 

uwhen convenience and security matter~~ 
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CAMPING 
In the filtered sunlight of an old forest. 

15 min. walk by trail or 3 min. drive from Ganges. 
Refreshments & gifts. Close to all amenities. 

LUBE & OIL 

DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30 am I 11 :30 am 1 5:30 pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
AND THE GULF -ISLANDS 

8:00 am I 12:00 pm ·1 6:00 pm 
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Marina float camp gets two-year 
lease on life with some conditions 

SUNNY, SPACIOUS, LIKE NEW 

By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

Ganges Harbour gazers will 
continue to see the marina 
float camp building in their 
view for up to two years, fol
lowing Islands Trust issuance 
of a temporary commercial 
and industrial use permit for 
the structure Thursday. 

Like most interactions 
between the Trust and B&B 
Ganges Marina Ltd. over the 
marina's redevelopment to 
date, several rounds of discus
sion occurred before the per
mit squeaked through the 
local Trust committee (LTC) 
with various conditions 
attached. 

Those include: 
• using the building solely 

for a construction and project 
management office associated 
with the marina's redevelop
ment; and only if a rezoning 
application for the redevelop
ment is under consideration 
by the LTC. 

• using the building only for 
washrooms, shower facilities, 
laundry room, storage, marina 
retail, administration and one 
dwelling unit accessory to the 
marina operation (this is con-

ditional on obtaining approved 
development and building per
mits). 

• obtaining approval from 
the Capital Regional District 
for the building's connection 
to the Ganges sewer system; 
the same from The 
Waterworks for water service; 
and Canadian Coast Guard 
sanction. 

• providing the Trust with a 
letter of credit "equal to 125 
per cent of the estimated cost 
to prepare the float camp build
ing for removal and to remove 
it from the Salt Spring Island 
Trust area." 

Determing how to ensure 
the float camp could be 
removed if the rezoning and 
marina development did not 
occur was a persistent worry 
of some people at Thursday's 
meeting. B&B Ganges 
Marina Ltd. had not complied 
with previous orders to take 
the bylaw-violating structure 
away. 

Planner Mark Head said 
specifics about where it would 
be taken would be clarified 
before the permit was actually 
issued. 

Julia Hengstler, who co-

owns The Fishery in a build
ing next to the marina, won
dered about area parking 
stress that construction would 
cause. 

Marina project manager 
Jim Robertson said he hoped 
available space on Lot 2, 
located a bit further north on 
Lower Ganges Road, could be 
added to Lot 3's existing 
allowed four parking spaces. 

While planner Head noted 
some parking was available 
on Ganges Marina's Lot A 
across the road, trustee 
Kimberly Lineger acknowl
edged there are concerns 
about increased traffic affect
ing Salt Spring Island Middle 
School children's safety, since 
Lot A is accessed through the 
school parking lot. 

Robertson also countered 
suspicions the building would 
become a hotel or a pub. 

He said that would never 
happen "as long as I'm in 
charge of this project." 

He also expressed ·his per
sonalfrustration with public 
perceptions about the compa
ny he represents. 

"I feel like when I come to 
these meetings that we're the 

HOSPITAL COSTS: Jump so per cent 
From Page A1 

by the higher-cost news 
and knew it could not ask 
the community for. more 
funds. 

Instead, the foundation 
board agreed to contribute 
another $130,000 to the 
$650,000 it had previous
ly committed. 

Since the community 
campaign to raise its 
$650,000 share was so 
successful, an extra 
$80,000 was collected 
then and earmarked for 
Phase II Lady Minto 
improvements to primari
ly upgrade the lab and 
radiology areas. 

The foundation also has 
access to the additional 
$50,000 it needs. 

"We figured that was 
fair and we could justify it 
because [the expenditures 
are] part of Phase II," she 
said. 

An estimated $405,000 
of the $929,778 in new 
costs could even be 
attributed to work that 
benefits Phase II, she 
explained, and would the
oretically reduce that 
future bill. 

In covering the deficit, 
VIHA is providing a larg
er percentage share than it 
did for the original $1.8 
million. 

Inflation since 200 I 
accounts for an estimated 
$150,000 of the new total, 
notes the HFPC report. 

The $929,778 "sur
prise" could have been 
averted if a $4,000-$5,000 
"pre-tender quantity sur
vey" - or "ground
truthing" was done before 
the project went out to 
tender, said Holman. 

The hospital foundation 
was not a party to that 
decision, noted Shea. 

The HFPC report is 
terse in its assessment of 
how the last-minute sur
prise occurred. 

"Under normal proce
dures, the project would 

have been subject to a pre
tender quantity survey. On 
the false premise that the 
project was close to its 
budget, the project adviso
ry group decided not to 
undertake that estimate. 
This was clearly a mistake 
and will not happen 
again." 

Knappett Construction 
was the low bidder at 
$2,417,000, and all four 
bids were within $380,000 
of that amount. 

"High activity" in the 
regional construction sec
tor is an identified factor 
for the higher-than
expected cost. 

On the positive side, 
noted Shea, "The contrac
tor is set to go right 
away." 

The CRHD decision 
cannot be pushed beyond 
the July 9 board meeting 
without impact, however, 

since the tenders expire on 
July 13. Re-tendering the 
project after that point 
could result in even higher 
costs. 

While bumping the 
CRHD board decision to 
July 9 brings it right down 
to the wire, Holman said, 
postponing it from June 
25, when it was first set 
for a vote, probably 
increases the chances of it 
passing since board mem
bers have had more time 
to become familiar with 
the issues. 

"All I can say is we're 
hopeful and we are look
ing forward to the project 
going ahead," said Shea. 

"It is costing us more 
but we will have a better 
product." 

Holman also reported 
that when CRHD staff 
looked at the figures, it 
appeared rebuilding Lady 

Fine Bed 
Linens 

by 
Barbacci 
Firenza 

Gabriel Ross is the exclusive dealer for 
Barbacci on vancouver Island 

~~ 
BENCHMADE FURNITURE 

LIGHTING • BEDDING • WINDOW COVERINGS 

589 A Bay Street in Victoria 
PhnnP ?SO-'\R4-2')')4 I www.!!abrielross.ca 

villains. I'd like us to look at 
some of the positive things we 
do in the community." 

He pointed to the rezoning 
proposal's inclusion of ''up to 
65 per cent of the area 
covenanted for parkland" and 
seawalk improvements, in 
addition to the marina's con
tribution to the local economy. 

Exceptional 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom townhouse: bright kitchen, oak 
cabinets, gas fireplace, central vac, air exchange, attached garage 
& more. Quiet end unit. Walk to town and beaches. 

"I don't know what people 
expect of us. We try to be a 
good citizen in the communi
ty, but a lot of these [positive] 
things are looked over in 
favour of other things." 

Trustee Eric Both said he 
approved of the permit being 
issued for the float camp use if 
it meant getting the marina 
project completed. He was 
also satisfied with the safe
guards imbedded in the permit 
conditions. 

The 4,452-square-foot, two
storey building, brought to the 
harbour in late 2001 after the 
controversial ship's hull 
breakwater, had been ordered 
removed from the site by the 
LTC. That directive was rein
forced after a temporary use 
permit application was denied 
last October by the previous 
LTC. 

Minto Hospital could be a 
more efficient use of tax 
dollars than the currently 
planned three-phase 
upgrade over time. 

But Shea said consider
ing a new facility at this 
point is ridiculous, espe
cially since the hospital is 
in good shape structurally 
and the province has no 
funds for capital health 
facility projects. 

"It's just too late to start 
questioning this now." 

Provincial government 
cutbacks led to the hospi
tal foundation agreeing to 
mount a construction fund 
campaign for the first 
time in its his tory last 
year. 

$259,000 

TOM NAVRATIL (250) 537-5515 
Royal Lepage Salt Spring Realty 

More photos at www.saltspringhomes.com 

Sidney's Premier Retirement Residence 

Arnica at Beechwood Village 

~IP 
AM l CA .. 

at Beechwood Village 

2315 Mills Road, Sidney 

250 655-0849 . 
www.amtca.ca 

Arnica at Beechwood Village is 
a friendly and caring environment 

with first class services. 
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RIDING HIGH: MLA Murray Coell's Thursday visit to the Kanaka Road skatepark 
sparked optimism about the road transfer among skaters and school board 
chair May McKenzie. PhotobyDerricklundy 

Meal-time letter presentation 
elicits MLA Coell responses 
By DEBBIE WILLIS 
Staff Writer 

Six islanders interrupted 
MLA Murray Coell's lunch 
to deliver 24 letters from citi
zens protesting Liberal poli
cies on Thursday. 

While Coell had lunch with 
local government and com
munity members at the 
Oystercatcher, following a 
visit to the Kanaka Road 
skatepark, the group of con
cerned citizens ate at the next 
table. 

After the minister and 
members of the Islands Trust 
ordered their meal, young 
David McEachern presented 
the Minister of Human 
Resources with the letters, 
mostly from Salt Springers; 
that expressed concerns over 
cuts to social services. 

Disability funding cuts 
were most prominent when 
McEachern, who has Down's 
syndrome, met the minister. 

McEachern now works at 
Thrifty Foods for six hours a 
week through a Salt Spring 
Community Services (SSCS) 
program, but two additional 
weekly hours were turned 
down by Coell ' s ministry, 
said John Martin-McNab of 
the political action committee 
for the local Hospital 
Employees' Union. 

In response to the concerns, 
Coell told the Driftwood his 
ministry has increased fund
ing for disability employment 
programs from $11 million to 
$24 million. 

Part of the strategy for 
increasing employment 
opportunities for people with 
disabilities is a newly-formed 
"minister's council" of busi
ness leaders and community 
members who will advise the 
ministry on how to find more 
employment for people with 
disabilities. 

Coell also said his ministry 
has recently increased the 

amount of money someone 
can earn while still being eli
gible for disability funding, 
from $100 per month to $400 
per month. 

"We've put an emphasis 
on helping people with dis
abilities into the workforce. 
We want to level the playing 
field ; that ' s why we 
increased the exep1ption," 
said Coell. 

He also mentioned a $20-
million partnership with the 
non-profit Vancouver 
Foundation, where $1 million 
per year will support people 
with disabilities in the work
force by providing funds for 
braille printers, wheelchairs, 
accommodation and other 
resources. 

"To me that's very excit
ing;' said Coell. "It's the first 
time we've taken a large 
amount of money to an out
side organization." 

He also pointed to the 
recent announcement that the 
Ministry of Children and 
Families will inject $122 mil
lion back into its 2004/05 
budget. 

The increased funding 
announced by Premier 
Gordon Campbell June 18 
means the ministry's budget 
cuts would be reduced from 
23 to 11 per cent, resulting in 
$70 million in budget reduc
tions still needed, on top of 
the past two years worth of 
cuts. · 

These and other changes 
have constituents like Diane 
Baxter worried. "I'm here 
because now I'm on a disabil
ity pension for my MS and I 
spent years working at the 
high school with . . . special 
ed kids," said Baxter, who 
was part of the group that pre
sented the letters. "The sys
tem is doing nothing to give 
back. They just keep cutting. 
They assume the cost of liv
ing doesn't go up while they 

slash our pensions." 
Jerry Barenholtz pointed 

out that the pile of letters are 
not "crumpled up pieces of 
paper. This is people's lives." 

His letter called for "ade
quate childcare;" an increase 
in minimum wage; free 
access to provincial parks, 
museums and other facilities; 
and an end to "the utterly pre
posterous tax cut to the rich." 

Tom Wright said that he 
estimated he got a $400 tax 
break last year, but it cost him 
an extra $1 ,600 to live 
because of increased medical 
and dental bills. 

"I think it's disgusting that 
those guys ran on a platform 
of not cutting services, and 
now they're cutting left, right 
and centre," said Wright. 

David Whittlesey was pre
sent with concerns mainly 
about the future of health 
care. 

''Will the hospital be priva
tized? Will it be available? 
Will ambulance services be 
commercialized?" 

Coell said he was not sur
prised by the interruption to 
his lunch, and stressed that he 
is willing to listen to all con
cerns. 

"If anyone wants to have a 
meeting, I'll meet with them. 
I try to get to the island as 
often as possible." 

It was the group's concern 
over Coell's availability to his 
constituents that prompted 
them to stage the event at the 
restaurant, said Martin
McNab. 

"We could get his attention 
here. He couldn't jump in his 
car and run away like he did 
the last time." 

Getting his attention was a 
priority for the group, said 
Baxter, who walked with her 
cane up the Oystercatcher 
staircase for the meeting. 

"I'll climb the stairs for this 
one, I'll tell you." 

Visit 
benefits 
groups 

Murray Coell's June 26 
visit proved positive for 
other Salt Spring groups 
needing the MLA's assis
tance. 

Bruce Ruddell of the Salt 
Spring Skatepark Society 
was optimistic Thursday the 
Kanaka Road problem with 
the Ministry of 
Transportation (MOT) 
would be resolved as a 
result of Coell's face-to-face 
discussions with skaters, 
skatepark society members 
and school board officials. 

Earlier this year the MOT 
said it wanted financial 
compensation for the 
skatepark part of Kanaka 
Road, when those involved 
locally expected a no-cash 
transfer of the land to the 
school district to facilitate a 
real skatepark development. 

Efforts by the Cusheon 
Lake Stewardship 
Committee to get the lake
side Crown land parcel into 
more local hands for the 
purposes of watershed pro
tection may have also been 
rewarded by Coell's visit. 

Salt Spring's electoral 
area director Gary Holman, 
who also favours the stew
ardship group's aim, said 
Coell supported the idea 
"and indicated he would dis
cuss it with [ministry of 
water, land and air protec
tion minister] Joyce Murray. 

"He suggested we get a 
proposal to submit to Joyce 
Murray and himself, sort of 
along the lines of what we 
did with Burgoyne Bay, 
where all local groups 
signed onto [the Texada 
lands purchase]." 

Coell said he also dis
cussed the BC Assessment 
Authority's recent request 
for information from numer
ous Salt Spring B&Bs, and 
the local accommodation 
group's concern about split 
assessments being imple
mented. 

CU~TOM 
~LIPCOVER~ 

TRINCOMALI 
TRANSPORT CO. 

(250) 360·7426 
trincomali . transport@ shaw.ca 

Revitalize your sofa 
& armchairs. 

All makes I All fabrics 
Your fabric or mine ..., 

TAMMY CELESTE 
Experienced Slipcoverer 

Available on all 
the Gulf Islands 

604-317-2698 

30+ Years Combined 
Real Estate Excellence 

Buyers and Sellers Agents 

Best seroice 
imaginable! 

We promise ... 

DONNA REGEN CGA KERRY CHALMERS 
expectexcellenceo 

saltsprlng.com Pager 1-800-731-7131 

www.gulfislandsrealestate.com 

kerrychalmers@ 
saltsprlng.com 

the most up to date real estate website for SSI 

REIMAX Realty of Salt Spring Island 

Hats • Bags 
Shorts • Sundresses • Skirts 

Quality crafted West Coast Design 

available on Saltspring at ArtCraft 
and the 

Waterfront Gallery 
(next to the post office) 

Help keep your money on the ISLAND 
SHOP LOCALLY USE SALT SPRING DOLLARS 
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Hospital project 
must proceed 

Word that the Lady Minto Hospital operating room and palliative care 
suite project will cost 52 per cent more than expected two years ago has 
ricocheted out of funding partners' meeting rooms and into the public 
realm. 

While the resulting $930,000 figure is a bit hard to choke down, it's not 
so surprising when the bump-up factors are explained. Those include a 
change in the project's scope to include parts of planned Phase II work, an 
incredibly busy construction sector, and inflation. 

Whatever the reason for the increase and its surprise, this project is 
badly needed and supported by Gulf Islanders. 

Lady Minto Hospital Foundation board members were the project's 
front-line representatives in garnering both community support and a phe
nomenal $730,000 in local donations for the project. 

It's the faces of our doctors, nurses and hospital foundation volunteers 
we recall when pondering why so many people found $20 or $20,000 to 
donate to the cause. · 

Even more indicative of community support is that such construction 
projects used to be wholly funded by government sources, which could 
have made it a tough sell to people aware that they already pay taxes for 
health care facilities . 

Now the whole upgrading project hangs on the recommendations of the 
CRHD's health facilities planning committee, and a CRHD board vote 
expected July 9. 

Vancouver Island Health Authority, with provincial government dollars, 
and the hospital foundation have agreed to provide the same total cost per
centage - 60 per cent - while the CRHD must decide if it will raise 
taxes slightly region-wide to fund a 40 per cent share of the fucrease. 

For CRHD board members pondering whether their constituents should 
pay an average 74 cents in property taxes for a hospital serving only the 
Gulf Islands and visitors, we'd remind them that Salt Spring and southern 
Gulf Islands taxpayers this year provided $1,003,284 of the CRHD's 
$14.25-million requisition. 

Royal Jubilee Hospital upgrading costs shouldered by all Capital 
Regional District taxpayers also added more than a couple of dollars to 
Gulf Islands tax bills in 2001 and 2002. 

Region-wide cost-sharing can work wonders for aiding the contributing 
communities, and this time the Gulf Islands should be a targetted benefi
ciary. 

Gaining local control can result in 'food with out fear' 
I 

By MARIAN HARGROVE 
Traditionally food has been a 

focus of celebration, comfort, 
pride and security. 

It has provided ethnic and 
individual expression, while 
creating a bond between peo
ples. 

Festivals were dedicated to 
harvests and other events were 
associated with special foods. 
A place of honour for food has 
been intimately and lovingly 
woven into the fabric of every 
community around the world. 

Delight in food for thousands 
of years would seem to guaran
tee the continuation of the per
sonal and societal pleasures 
associated with it. 

Yet increasingly there is very 

VIEW 
POINT 

valid distrust of the safety of 
the food we eat. 

The crisis caused by the dis
covery of BSE (mad cow dis
ease) in an Alberta cow and the 
ensuing questions of the ani
mal's origin and source of the 
disease would lead many con
sumers to feel unease over the 
safety of our food system in 
Canada. 

A recent article in the Globe 
and Mail (May29/03) detailing 
the massive contamination of 
much of Arizona and 
California's agricultural water 

supply by perchorate (rocket fuel 
component) leaching into the 
Colorado River - resulting in 
contamination of both conven
tionally and organically grown 
produce - puts in question the 
safety of imported foods. 

Ongoing is the concern of 
health hazards from untested 
genetically engineered foods 
now found in up to 75 per cent 
of packaged food and among 
our fresh produce with no 
labelling for GE food content 
in place. 

Implicit in this is the depen
dence of Canada's food moni
tors (Health Canada and The 
Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency) on the testing done by 
the biotechnology industry. 

Add to this the control of our 
farmers by this same industry 
(Percy Schmeiser vs. 
Monsanto) and it seems rea
sonable to be fearful of the 
food we eat. 

Motivated by these concerns, 
Saltspringers for Safe Food are 
hosting speakers University of 
Guelph professor Ann Clark, 
Saskatchewan farmer Percy 
Schmeiser and our own Dan 
Jason at Fulford Hall on 
Saturday evening July 19. 

They will address the issues 
around Canada's food/agricul
ture safety and possible solu
tions and answer questions 
arising from their prese nta
tions. 

There is food without fear. It 

is possible to gain more control 
of your food and influence out
comes with every food dollar 
you spend. 

Access as much as possible 
from local farmers and produc
ers of value-added commodities 
here on the island. 

Contribute to the expansion 
of our cottage industries and 
agriculture base because it is 
possible then to know the per
son and the land growing, rais
ing or producing your food. 

The Real Food Faire coming 
up on Sunday, July 20, at 
F ulford Hall, provides an 
opportunity to explore and cel
ebrate our local abundance. 

Marian Hargrove is member 
of Saltspringers for Safe Food 

Notice: The following arti
cle contains negative com
ments relating to the Saturday 
Market. Some readers may 
find the words inflammatory 
and offensive. If you believe 
that expressing negative opin
ions of the Saturday Market is 
akin to torturing puppies, 
please stop reading this now 
and tum to the horoscopes. 

Don't know what you've got 'til it's gone headwork for the first time: 
"On this sparkling August 

morning we watched the 
pageant unfold - as rich and 
diverse as a Gulf Islands gar
den. The metaphor of a casual, 
random garden grows, as each 
new display is revealed. The 
market is only as organized as 
is necessary; any more would 
be too structured, any less 
would be chaos. As the crowd 
grows and the heat of the day 
builds, we become part of the 
tapestry - the visions, sounds 
and scents of the market. 
People laughing, dogs barking, 
babies crying; the sweet smells 
of fresh bread, fresh fruit and 
fresh cannabis, all wrapped in 
a slow rhythmic background 
of drums and flutes and 
didgeridoos." 

First off, market coordinator 
Matthew Coleman - and 
Jennifer Demery before him 
- doesn't make the rules; he 
simply tries to make the mar
ket work as well as it can 
within the rules and regula
tions that exist. Considering 
all the egos and opinions 
involved, that job should 
include a body guard and a 
Governor General's Medal for 
Bravery. 

Having said that, I believe 
the market is in big trouble. 
The combination of over
crowding and a lack of space 

for new
comers is 
going to 
kill it. Oh, 
it won't 
die out
right; 

ISlE SAY! 
WITH JOHN POTTINGER 

t h e s e 
things never do. But the symp
toms of a chronic illness are 
obvious. 

The long-term success of 
the market involves meeting 
the needs of three different 
parties: vendors, tourists and 
islanders. The vendors must 
be able to make money; it's 
their livelihood. For visitors to 
Salt Spring it has to be a 
unique and attractive place to 
wander, relax and purchase. 
For islanders it's a place to 
buy food and supplies, and to 
relax and visit friends. 

There's a subtle but crucial 

mood shift happening that, if 
not addressed, will ensure a 
slow withering death for this 
marvellous weekly pageant 

PARC's attempts at a com
promise - by fitting as many 
vendors into the market as 
possible - without expand
ing the physical size of the 
market - are destructive. 
This past weekend - the first 
real summer weekend at the 
market - was an indicator of 
what's to come. 

First, it's far too crowded. 
Shoving the "official" market 
hard uo a~rainst the oarkin~r 

stalls in front of the businesses 
on Gasoline Alley, in order to 
create room to stuff more ven
dors in, just isn't working. The 
business people who pay for 
those stalls can do whatever they 
like with them (and rightfully 
so) which means the market rule 
of "make it, bake it, or grow it" 
doesn't apply to those stalls, 
though they appear to visitors to 
be an integral part of the market. 

I'm not saying those busi
nesses shouldn't have a right to 
sell their wares - or rent their 
spots - to whomever they 
wish; I am saying that by 
squashing the market up tight 
against them, everybody loses. 

Second, by squeezing every 
last bit of space out of the allow
able area- so that as many day 
vendors as possible can get in 
- the whole place feels too 
crarnoed. 

It wasn't a record nwnber of 
people that made it feel crowded 
last week; it was the lack of 
space to walk, to saunter, to 
stop and absorb the market 

For the first time ever, I 
heard visitors complaining 
about how crowded they felt 
That's not a good sign; it's an 
omen. If a walk through the 
market is a stressful, rather 
than a relaxing experience, 
we're on the wrong path. 

When asked why the market 
can't expand onto the grass 
area or around onto the board
walk, the answer given by 
PARC is "it's not allowed." 
Who says? PARC? The CRD? 
Is it their park or our park? 

Here are a couple of lines 
from something I wrote in 
1998, when my daughter and I 
arrived at the market early on a 
summer morning to sell her 

Five years ago seems like 
yesterday. Wonder what it'll 
look like in another five years? 

islesay@ saltspring. com 
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We asked: What would improve the Saturday market? 

Erin Obyrne. 
visitor 

John Paul Teixeira 
There should be a price for 
locals and a price for tourists. 
I've thought about it a lot, but I 
don't know if it's practical. I'm 
sure it won't happen. 

Carla Breaden and 
Krista Dewar, 

visitors 

Allan Sherman. 
vendor 

Wendy Shea 
How could you improve it? It's 
wonderful. It gets better all the 
time. 

Wider walkways. Other than 
that it's great. There's a good 
variety of stuff 

Don't change a thing. You can 
find anything here. 

Nothing. It's perfect. It's just 
perfect. 

Letters to the Editor 
Party 
crashers 
Last week my daughter 

Amanda asked to have a 
small party for her 19th 
birthday. 

About one hour before her 
party she informed me that 
"the word had got out." 
Shortly after that about 250 
young people showed up at 
my place. 

Believe me, at first I was 
completely flipped, but soon 
I saw that all of the guests 
were being totally respectful 
of our home. 

When asked to leave in the 
wee hours, again all were 
respectful and left when 
asked. There was no damage 
and both my wife and I had 
a great time interacting with 
this young crowd. 

I am sure that people have 
their negative stories, but my 
hat is off to all who came 
and left our home with 
respect. 

This again shows how 
lucky we are to live in a 
place where young and old 
alike have the ability to 
respect each other and have 
a good time. After all, this 
surely would not have been 
the case if I was living in any 
big city. 

Be grateful for the young 
people we have and, overall, 

respect is given where it is 
received. 
CHIP and VAl CHIPMAN, 
Salt Spring 

Head shaker 
As I get older I seem to 

shake my head in disbelief 
less at different issues. 

But again a time came 
when I stood before the 
recently erected signs in 
Mouat Park, yes, shaking my 
head in disbelief. 

Not one sign but about six 
of them appeared in Mouat 
Park, fastened to the trees 
with stainless-steel screws, 
safely high enough away 
from easy reach of a paint 
spray. The signs wield a 
clear "No-camping" symbol 
with the following text: 

"NO CAMPING - NO 
OVERNIGHT CAMPING 
IS PERMITTED IN SALT 
SPRING PARKS - CRD 
Bylaw 2930-2001 ," signed, 
believe it or not - by 
PARC, the Parks, Arts and 
Recreation Commission! 

We all know there is no 
camping in Mouat Park 
(which is still an unanswered 
mystery to most of us) but 
that is not the issue here. The 
issues are, firstly, that the 
signs are misleading to the 
average Salt Spring Island 
visitor. 

The last time I looked, 

Ruckle Park (where you can 
camp overnight - by the 
way, is there such a thing as 
day camping anyway?) was 
located on Salt Spring 
Island. Hence is Ruckle Park 
not a Salt Spring Island 
park? 

Secondly what on earth is 
PARC good for if not for 
"parks, arts and recreation?" 
Is not camping an integral 
part of recreation, now that 
PARC even dropped the 
evening adult classes from 
its activities? 

I understand the new 
indoor recreation centre pro
ject takes lots of work (and I 
do support it) but at the 
expense of anything else? 
Thirdly, what is this phobia 
about campers? And does it 
not clearly go in the opposite 
direction to keeping the 
island for the enjoyment and 
lives of ordinary folks like 
you and I? 

There is talk about the San 
Juan Islands, where the gap 
between wages and the price 
of real estate is supposed to 
be the largest in North 
America, an indication of 
exclusivity of the region, and 
about the effort we must 
make to prevent this from 
happening on the Gulf 
Islands. 

Banning campers (and 
perhaps many cyclists and 
kayakers with it) makes 

absolutely no sense and it 
promotes the unwelcoming 
attitude of "if you do not 
have money to spend here, 
do not bother coming." 

Is that it, or could some
one please clue me in? 

Fourthly, what better way 
for PARC to raise more 
money for the new rec centre 
(and employ a park ranger at 
the same time) than by re
opening the campground and 
charging a fair camp fee? 

Have we all gone mad 
here on Salt Spring that we 
do not see this? 
TOM NAVRATil, 
Salt Spring 

Privileae 
Although i expected a 

counterattack on my criti
cism of the new Mormon 
Church, I found Trev 
McLean's letter too insulting 
to stay silent. 

Expressing my point of 
view in the first letter was 
not out of self interest. Like 
you, Mr. McLean, I do not 
practise the Christian faith. 
Therefore I object to these 
missionaries from the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints coming to 
my home and even phoning 
me twice to ask if I would 
attend their open house. 

My main reason for writing . 
a letter in the Driftwood criti
cizing these imposters is that I 

care about our community. 
There are times that one has 
to stir up good debate. Per 
Svendsen started by stating 
that the new Mormon Church 
is a "boon" to our community. 
Well, that is his opinion, and I 
reacted with mine. 

Three years ago I did not 
welcome Texada logging 
either and became involved 
in getting rid of that invasion 
by raising funds to make bet
ter use of our land. (I was a 
"calendar girl.") 

Being able to write the 
occasional letter to the editor 
is a privilege I hold dear. 
During WWII, as a child in a 
Japanese concentration camp 
on Sumatra, I was told to be 
quiet at all times. For my 
own survfval I could never 
talk back, nor have tantrums. 
Now, as a mature Canadian 
citizen I still enjoy my right 
to speak up. 

And yes, I have little toler
ance for certain newcomers 
to this island and those who 
knock on our doors, trying to 
impose their religious ideas 
on us. 

I also find that paving the 
Earth and sprinkling lawns is 
insensitive to our ecology. 

On top of that, literally, 
the Mormon Church brought 
a U.S.-made, fake New 
England steeple, which I am 
supposed to admire? 

In the Middle Ages, thou
sands of people slaved to 
build cathedrals. In our day 
and age, providing shelter 
for the poor is more impor
tant for a true Christian. 

Finally, I must admit that 
I am not diplomatic. That is 
part of my Dutch heritage of 
which I am proud. 
MARJOLYN VAN ZANTEN, 
Salt Spring 

MORE lETTERS AS 

Your 
letters are 
welcome 

letters to the editor are 
welcome, but writers 
are requested to keep 
their submissions to 400 
words or less. Letters 
may be edited for brevi
ty, legality and taste. 
Writers are also asked to 
furnish a telephone 
number where they may 
be reached during the 
day, and to sign their 
letters with their full 
name. Thank you letters 
will not normally be con
sidered for publication. 

Email your letters to 
news@gulfislands.net 

Little more Indian time would do wonders for our souls 
"Summer time, and the 

livin' is easy .... " 
What is summer "time," 

literally - not just the sea
son, but the way we per
ceive and use time in the 
summer? 

It's a hoped-for return to 
taking life as it comes, to 
viewing days as oceans of 
hours stretching before us 
that can be filled with 
activities that suit the place, 
the weather, and whatever's 
at hand, possible, essential 
and satisfying. 

The best summer holi
days take us back to sim
pler times, when we can 
reprise a taste of life before 
the abstractions of modem 

' times imposed endless 
deadlines and trumped-up 
appetites. Before the clock 
became our master. 

Many holiday places and 
plans promise an easy, 

indulged 
t i m e 
away 
from the 
grind, 
but they 
don ' t 

SPRINGBOARD 
BY BRENDA CUlLED 

offer 
t i m e 
away from the way we use 
time. No one's encouraged 
to throw their watches 
away, else they'd miss the 
next ·planned activity and 
provided nosh. 

No one goes on what I'd 
call "Indian time," a term I 
use with the greatest of 
respect. 

I caught a glimpse of it 
when my children were 
pre-schoolers. We lived in 
family housing at UBC, 
surrounded by 400 house
holds from around the 
world, including a few 
dozen First Nations fami-

lies. While I was, with 
regret, structuring my kids' 
lives around the clock 
because that's the world 
they 'd face (and around 
nature, spending every 
minute outside that we 
could), the aboriginal kids 
were simply outside, mak
ing up their day as it 
unfolded, depending on 
their imaginations and 
needs. Time was a very dif
ferent element for them, 
and thus the grassy and 
wooded places we shared 
were also. 

The game they played 
most often illustrates this 

perfectly. A native child 
would declare in the morn
ing that he'd be, for exam
ple, a wolf all day. His little 
sister would be a sea 
urchin. They stayed in 
character as best they 
could, letting nothing break 
the spell. Naturally, watch
es and clocks, set meal
times and bedtimes had no 
meaning. 

They very busily and 
inventively explored the 
neighbourhood. They 
accomplished all that a 
wolf or bear or eagle must 
in a day to thrive, and I'm 
sure their parents sharp
ened their skills further 
when they reported their 
adventures. Such games 
wouldn't help them fit into 
the rat race, but then, why 
do so many of us want to 
curse our children that way 
anyway? 

I see a crying - and I do 
mean crying - need for 
every driven person in our 
society, which is nearly 
everyone, to give them
selves the gift of a little 
Indian time. Native people 
who live it don't see well 
enough its great value. In 
fact, many seem to be 
fighting it, beating them
selves up for not being able 
to get fully with the clock
obsessed program of main
stream society. 

Forget it, I'd say. Not 
only stay on Indian time, 
but make a booming busi
ness of offering it at 
retreats and respites on 
their land. If summer holi
days look good and vital to 
clock-crazy workers and 
bosses, then Indian time 
breaks would be the cream 
of get-aways. Living by 
the sun and the season for 

days and weeks at a 
stretch, imagining and 
realizing other ways of 
being, would be immense
ly restorative and therapeu
tic. 

If a few key people, then 
more and more, had this 
option, with Indian time 
retreats becoming available 
for every pocketbook, the 
ripple effects could be 
amazing. 

Most people agree that 
something's got to ease up 
the press of modem life, at 
the core of which is how 
we use our time. Going on 
summer time is a good 
start. 

Living a little more on 
Indian time in every season 
would do wonders for our
selves, each other and the 
Earth. 

b_guiled@yahoo.ca 
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More letters 
Traffic control 

Well, we've been here 
close to a year now, and I 
think some simple changes 
to traffic control around 
Ganges would make it far 
more pleasant to navigate 
the "downtown" area. 

I think a few three- and 
four-way stops need to be 
put in - no, I'm NOT sug
gesting any lights! 

I think traffi c control 
should be added to the fol
lowing intersections, three
or four-way as appropriate 
for how many roads are 
intersecting: 

1. Upper Ganges/Lower 
Ganges; 

2. Lower Ganges/Rainbow 
Road; 

3. McPhillips 
Avenue/Lower Ganges Road; 

4. Seaview Avenue/Fulford 
Ganges Road; 

5. Park Road/Lower 
Ganges/Crofton Road. 

I also think that the posted 
speed limit along Lower 
Ganges/Fulford Ganges 
between Upper Ganges Road 
and Seaview Avenue should 
be 30 kilometres per hour. 

Slowing traffic and stop
ping it occasionally would be 
good for the businesses 
through Ganges, and would 
provide added safety as well 
as less frustration for those 
stuck on side streets trying to 
get onto Lower Ganges and 
Fulford Ganges roads. 

The stop signs would help 
get the speed down. 

As I'm sure everyone has 
heard many times before, it 
would also be great to see bet
ter road conditions for folks 
on bicycles. 
DONN TARRIS, 
Salt Spring 

Real crisis 
Salt Spring, where art thou 

gone? Ms. Webb is looking 
for a place to rent. 

Few Canadian icons live on 
Salt Spring Island. Ms. Webb 
is one of them. Have you 
noticed a simple, almost timid 
ad in the classifieds? "Senior 
looking· for a place to rent. 
Phyllis Webb." 

Officer of the Order of 
Canada, recipient of the 
Governor General's Award for 
Poetry, producer of the CBC 
radio show Ideas, etc. (Go to 
the web to find out more.) 

The fact is: we are facing a 
serious housing crisis. The 
roots of the problem are thick 

We resist mixing issues, but 
oh, how tempting! Affordable 
housing, seniors' welfare, 
vacation rentals ( the hard fact 
is: there are at least 200 of 
them), tourism, inflation (how 
much was that croissant and 
espresso breakfast in Cannes? 
Lord, it's more expensive on 
Salt Spring!), traffic, growth .. 
. but the question remains: 
how are we going to answer 
to the rest of the country and 
ourselves if we fail our resi
dents so successfully? 

This is the Canadian 
Riviera. We'll soon have a 
casino: the Principality of Salt 
Spring. At the casino, the cur
rency is not culture nor poetry. 

Out of all those vacation 
rentals, the bulk are owned by 
non-residents and most of 
them ignore the words: hous
ing crisis. 

Do we need a rally? Do we 
have an issue such as Texada? 
Do we need another fundrais
er (our cure-all)? Or shall we 
wait for the infection to run so 
deep that we'll need to ampu
tate? Amputate what? Our 

cultural core. 
We must pay attention. 

Maybe, just maybe, we 
should start to respect our 
bylaws instead of bringing 
them repeatedly to the "com
mittee" for discussion. What 
is our identity? What is our 
community? We did not want 
incorporation, nor to be part of 
the Gulf Islands National 
Park; we do not want to 
respect the Islands Trust to 
preserve and protect, nor to 
fasten our seat belts. 

Is this the embryo of anar
chy? Back to feudal times 
then. 

What makes a Salt 
Springer? Vanity? 
Unadulterated greed? 

Ms. Webb, born in Victoria, 
has lived on the island for 30 
years. 

Poetry might not be rele
vant: she (among many) 
urgently needs an affordable 
house to rent. 
A. MONTPASSANT, 
Salt Spring 

Great 
proaram 

IslandPathways would like 
to thank our community for 
all their wonderful help with 
the "Helmets for Life" pro
gram. 

In particular, the Legion 
made substantial donations to 
this program. We also 
received many great items for 
our spring garage sale. We 
have also received donations 
from private donors. Without 
your help, Island Pathways 
could not continue this pro
gram. 

The Helmets for Life pro
gram goes approximately as 
follows. First, we make con
tact with an elementary school 
- grades 4 and 5 - and set 
up a time and date with the 
teachers. 

Our first session is a talk on 
bike safety, rules of the road 
and wearing helmets properly. 
We point out that it is the law 
to wear helmets, just as seat 
belts are compulsory in a car. 

We then offer new helmets 
to the children at a price of 
$10 each. The children have 
many choices as to colour, 
style, etc. We buy the helmets 
from Fort Street Cycle in 
Victoria at cost (plus tax) and 
then Island Pathways cover 
the cost difference. We make a 
return to the school and fit 
each helmet properly to the 
child's bead. 

This spring we visited two 
schools, Salt Spring Centre 
School and Fulford 
Elementary School. We hope 
to continue this program in the 
fall. 

Thank you all. 
MARGARETHA NORDINE, 
-Helmets for Life coordina
tor 

Close 'em 
Regarding the earnest com

plaint about too many book
stores on the island, I presume 
the same complaint was made 
when a second (and third) gas 
station appeared in Ganges. 

Likewise Thrifty Foods has 
clearly been a detriment to life 
on Salt Spring, as it has done 
irrevocable damage to GVM. 

And the number of farmers 
selling their produce in the 
market is simply shocking. 

And it is amazing how such 
a small population still some
how manages to keep as many 
restaurants open as we do, 
deservedly or otherwise. 

Clearly, there should only 
be one of each type of store or 
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service provider to be allowed 
here: one architect, one real
tor, one hotel, one sculptor. To 
do otherwise would be to steal 
from other islanders. 

Of course, the problem is 
determining which bookstore 
was here first, so they could 
market exclusively. I know 
Fables Cottage is quite 
recent; likewise Sabine's 
(though they may be 
exempt). Volume Il was defi
nitely before SS Books, and I 
think (though I'm not certain) 
that et cetera was here before 
them. Watermark, being the 
newest, would be closed 
immediately. 

And everyone who sells 
used books should be shut 
down so as not to compete 
with the library book sale 
(now constant). After all, the 
library not only provides 
books to the public: it also 
keeps their staff of volunteer 
riff-raff off the streets for a 
few hours every day. Well 
worth the price of a few store 
closures, if you ask me. 

But then, no one ever does. 
Wonder why not? 
ERIN BUTLER, 
Salt Spring 

Street peace 
For the last 12 years I have 

had a health condition. For 
nine of those years I was 
fighting for my life. I had 
seven or eight operations and 
had intense pain, that I seldom 
showed, was tired beyond 

·belief and probably the worst 
thing was fear. Fear of leaving 
my husband, my daughter and 
her family, my brother and 
sisters, my friends, my 
acquaintances and my clients. 
To all who supported me 
through my surgeries and long 
recuperation, thank you very 
much. 

I have tried every weird and 
awful medication, spent thou
sands of dollars on it, hoping 
for health, life and love. 
Lately I have given up on 
everything, even hope and put 
all I have into faith. Faith for 
the future. In the last six 
months I started to find my 
answer to good health, and I 
feel wonderful. 

This island is great with all 
I need to live and grow, spiri
tually and mentally. I trust the 
same holds true for you. 

What I am wondering is: 
did someone call an unadver
tised Indianapolis 500 for this 
island, with no starting date 
and no end? 

I am a home support work
er and for four days a week I 
drive often on these roads, 
going from one client to the 
next. Between 30 and 35 of 
my colleagues do the same. 
Every hour on the hour. 

When I leave for work in 
the morning, I look around 
my house, look at the grass, 
the flowers and the weeds. I 
listen to the birds, start my car, 
back my car out of the drive
way and at the stop sign of 
Vesuvius Bay Road and 
Mobrae I look back at the 
house and wonder if this is the 
last day of my life. 

When I am driving, I do 
dumb things at times, but I 
really try to stay focussed and 
be polite. I refuse to go over 
the speed limit. I try to keep 
peace in my home; on the 
road and when I come into a 
client's home I try to make my 
presence special. 

Traffic is going so fast , 
often people pull up right in 
front of me, cut me off at 
intersections. pass on double 

yellow lines, don't signal 
when they intend to turn or 
leave the turn signal on for 
miles on end. Sometimes they 
stick out their middle finger to 
check the wind speed. 

When coming from the 
north end to Central, is it nec
essary to drive 80 or more 
kmlhour? Please remember, 
you come over a blind hill and 
it takes only a few seconds to 
hit the intersection. To whip at 
high speed past the GVM and 
turn off to the hospital is com
mon and dangerous. It's very 
busy there. 

By the time I finish work 
for the week, my nerves are 
fried and my body is numb 
with stress. 

Peace starts in our homes 
and I like to start a different 
kind of peace: Street Peace. 

Please think street peace. 
Because I am not ready to 

kiss my butt good-bye yet. 
BECCA DEKKER, 
Mobrae Avenue 

Not orphans 
People may encounter lone 

harbour seal pups on the 
beach at this time of year and 
be tempted to capture them, 
thinking that they are orphans. 

The recent Wildlife Centre 
insert claims that 
"Researchers observe that 
mom and pup are inseparable 
for at least the first two weeks 
of the young pup's life." 

In fact, recent research 
shows otherwise. Young pups 
may remain alone while 
mother seals forage or cool 
themselves in the sea. Simply 
finding a seal pup does not 
justify capturing it . 
Researchers have calculated 
that week-old healthy seal 
pups can safely avoid nursing 
for 24-36 hours. 

And pups should not be 
pushed into the sea. Pups 
ashore in the wild for as long 
as eight days have thrived 
well. 
PETER OMMUNDSEN, 
Salt Spring 

The most 
The most destructive habit: 

worry. 
The greatest joy: giving. 
The greatest loss: loss of 

respect. 
The most satisfying work: 

helping others. 
The most ugly personality 

trait: selfishness. 
The most endangered 

species: dedicated teachers. 
The greatest natural 

resource: our youth. 
The greatest "shot in the 

arm:" encouragement. 
The greatest problem to 

overcome: fear. 
The most effective sleeping 

pill: peace of mind. 
The most crippling failure 

disease: excuses. 
The most powerful force in 

life: love . 
The most dangerous pariah: 

a gossiper. 
The most incredible of the 

world's computers: the brain. 
The most terrible thing to 

be without: hope. 
The deadliest weapon: the 

tongue. 
The two most power-filled 

words: I can. 
The greatest asset: faith. 
The most worthless emo

tion: self-pity. 
The most beautiful attire: a 

smile. 
The most prized posses

sion: integrity. 
ALICE BIBEAU TESTER, 
Pioneer Village 
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Hoogerdyk 
Insurance Advisor 

537-1730 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

Win I Win Situation 
Critical Illness Insurance 

- Pay your premiums 
-Term coverage 
- Stay healthy 
-Your premiums are returned 

Call for details 
11 02 Insurance Agency 

across from Bank of Montreal 

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK? 

Contamination can occur without 
changes in colour or taste. 

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours 
Be Safe • Test Annually! 

2062 Henry Avenue W. 
Sidney, B.C. VSL 1Y5 656·1334 

These guys have class 
with your glass! 

-;::::,.---· ·:.._·.· . ' . 

Let us do it right ... the first time. 

Don Irwin Collision Ltd. 
115 DESMOND CRESCENT 537·2513 ~ 

We are qualified to do your job fully guaranteed I&.L ~i}OP\ 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

RAN 
• To the person that sits at 

home all day waiting to 
complain about occasional 
dog-barking while we are at 
work, be grateful that we 
don ' t have peacocks! If a 
dog is a nuisance, please 
call our animal control offi
cer and let him deal with it. 
Or get a real job and not be 
troubled .... 

• Rants to the woman I 
saw picking the lavender at 
the corner of Centennial 
Park on Friday, June 20. 
Don't you realize you were 
stealing public property? 
And besides, if we all did 
that our park would be bar
ren. Please leave them for 
us all to enjoy. CF 

• As a follow-up to last 
week's rant ... To the dog 
owners whose pets are left 
outside to bark incessantly 
all day while the owners are 
home! (If you are wonder
ing if this refers to you, it 
probably does.) Please be 
considerate of your neigh
bours. 

• Rants to people who 
leave their car engines run
ning (for air-conditioning) 
in ferry line-ups. Try rolling 
down the windows! Or step
ping outside of your vehi
cle! 

• A huge bunch of roses 
to Malcolm for helping my 
dog, and another to 
Stephanie for being so sup
portive and compassionate 
when Ruby had to lose her 
leg. You have been there for 
my animals for 30 years 
now, from way back to the 
Langley farm days, and I 
count my blessings that you 
are here . Roses are not 
enough to show my grati
tude. S 

• Roses to Richard 
Murakami for offering to 
help me when I locked 
myself out of my truck. 

• Roses to whomever took 
my new belt knifeholder 
from Raven Street wash
room on Saturday if you 
return it to Therin at Island 
Savings - no questions 
asked! 

• From the Fulford 
Community Hall - Roses 
to David Jackson of GI 
Mobile Locksmith services 
for prompt assistance in 
changing the locks after a 
serious theft, to Roy Cronin 
of GI Glass for providing 
window glass to replace 
what vandals had broken, 
and to Jeremy and staff of 
SS Linen and Drycleaners 
for cleaning all the Lost & 
Found clothing which was 
then donated to the hospital 
auxiliary's thrift shop. You 
all deserve roses. 

• Roses to the Salt Spring 
Foundation for its support of 
the Roots of Empathy pro
gram, ensuring that this pro
gram will be available to all 
K-8 students on Salt Spring 
for years to come. JW 

• I'd like to offer a rose to 
the Commercial Drive 
neighbourhood around 
Clark Park which fills its 
cheerfully hand-painted 
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dog-poop bag dispensers 
with re-used shopping bags. 

Wouldn't it be nice if we 
had similar dispensers in 
our parks? PARC would 
save money, the Earth 
would be spared the manu
facturing of a few more 
plastic bags and the dis
pensers might even stay full 
without labour. MS 

• A dozen red roses to the 
Gulf Islands Coast Guard 
Auxiliary for the great new 
safe boating accreditation 
course for teens. From 
Phoenix High's nine certi
fied boaters! 

• A rose for Patti Stubbs, 
for always bringing me one 
of her delicious baked treats 
when she · picks up her 
puppy from grooming at 
BowWow&Co. 

• A bouquet of home runs 
to the Wildcats girls softball 
coaches Barb Robinson and 
Bill Crandall, who made the 
girls' first year in the "big 
leagues" so much fun; to 
McColl's Shell for sponsor
ing; the SS youth baseball 
association; youth umpires 
Yassa Drobesher, Max 
Nelson, Chad Richardson 
and Megan Robinson, and 
to the players themselves 
for stellar team spirit, 
courage and eagerness to 
learn. GS 

Name: MICAH BOOY 

Occupation(s): Boatbuilder, 
marine repair technician (3rd 
year apprentice), homeowner, 
father. -

Hobbies: Skateboarding, disc 
golf, hangin' with Lukas, and 
good ole island partying. 

Home finished/unfinished: A 
tidal wave of inspiring projects 
and episodes- unfinished. 

Favourite people: Lisa and 
Lukas, Adrien, Tristan, Rohan, 
Peter, Allen, Dave Phillips, and 
Isadora "Dance." 

Favourite read: Professional 
Boatbuilder; Baby Beluga 

Best thing about 551: All the 
love. 
Worst thing about 551: The 
commute to work (sorry, guys!) 

DERRICK S Wherever s_he_ is.when that i , Best place to kiss on 551: 

ISLAND PIC§ summersuntsstnktng. 

graphic design computer consulting 

Complete print and web design: Computer servicing for home and office: 

computers 

~u~~ 

INVITATION 
To start things off right 

Donna would like to invi~e 
you to a special 

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, JULY STH 

from ., · 
1 O:OOam -- 2:00 pm 

She'll have Richard cooking hotdo 
on a DUCANE barbeque gs 

and 
she'll be offering 

10% OFF 
all Ceramic Tile, Slate & L . 

amtnate 
Flooring 

1-320 UPPER GANGES ROAD 
537-2111 
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Video gambling terminals for salmon: part of FHYC 
By LEE MIDDLETON 

Special to the 
Driftwood 

Good news! Fulford 
Harbour Yacht Club 
(FHYC) is now fully 
incorporated and ready to 
add a touch of high gloss to 
the maritime community in 
Fulford Harbour. 

Given the condition of the 
FHYC fleet, limited liability 
seemed like a good idea. 

Our mission is to boldly 
float shaky vessels and ven
tures into extremely leaky 
public and private partper
ships . Our new CEO and 
commander has been cho
sen, randomly selected from 
the Lions Club Phone 
Directory. He ' s Lorenzo 
Solidpole, shining like a 
brilliant gem from amongst 
the field of 10,000 appli
cants , embodies the bold 
vision FHYC members hope 
to forge. 

"Forgery! Why I paid 
good money fer that pass
port!" 

"No , Commander 
Solidpole, not forgery, forge. 
You know, cast from hot 
rusty iron?" 

"Right - of course. Carry 
on." 

It is hoped to bring full 
and complete coverage in 
the pages of this fine news
paper of the goings on at 
FHYC Ltd. For, in the words 
of Commander Solidpole, 
"A slumbering economic 
giant has been roused from 
behind the ferry pilings at 
Fulford Harbour! A mighty 
engine of economic growth 
and prosperity has been fired 
to life at the south end of 
Salt Spring. An engine of 

' IN ~DEPTH 
such awesome might that the 
very fabric of the island will 
be altered for centuries!" 

Even though these stir
ring words were largely 
copied from the official his
tory of the Hudson's Bay 
company (our heroes -
such fine blankets and toast
ers!) there is indeed some
thing exciting happening at 
the Fulford Government 
dock, headquarters of the 
FHYC. 

Here are some highlights 
of the exciting trail of inno
vation being blazed on the 
Fulford docks: 

Firstly, a sample of duct 
tape commonly used to hold 
together large parts of the 
FHYC fleet was recently 
tested by both the Pentagon 
and NASA for use in 
extreme environments. We 
are marketing this tape as 
either Sticky Steel or 
Fulford Fenomenon, 
depending on the export 
market. Apparently the 
Fulford Dock provides a 
unique environment for 
miraculously strengthening 
standard duct tape into a rev
olutionary adhesive compos
ite. 

NASA engineers have 
determined that low frequen
cy sound vibrations (proba
bly from Reggae tunes), 
combined with a mysterious 
resinous deposit, are respon
sible for the Fulford 
Fenomenon Super Tape. 

Are you living on incontll" 
from your investments1 · 

celebrating our first year 

nlouseboat 
coast cottage accessones 

134 Hereford Avenue • Salt Spring • 538-1975 
across from Coastal Currents 

Tuesday-Saturday, lOam - Spm I Sunday llam - 3pm 

Commander Lorenzo 
Solidpole has informed 
NASA execs that the 
resinous deposit likely 
comes in a can. 

"A can of what, 
Commander? We need to 
know." 

"Oh, you know, a can o' 
bis and a can o' dat. We do 
the hard part (cough, hack, 
wheeze) and NASA takes it 
from there, q~.an," added 
commander Solidpole help
fully. 

Space limitations permit 
only a brief mention of our 
next flash of innovation: an 
unholy union of aging BC 
Ferries vessels and bored 
farmed salmon. 

We figured that farmed 

salmon look so bland 
because they are bored, list
less and have no goals. This 
is no doubt due to their shel
tered upbringing. 

Similarly a lack of imagi
nation at BCFC HQ is 
responsible for the immi
nent disposal of some very 
interesting old ships. Here 
is our solution to both prob
lems, and it is brilliant: We 
propose to retrofit, at the 
government docks in 
Fulford, using our newly 
expanded Crown lease, the 
old cast-offs and throw
aways from the BC Ferries 
fleet. Starting this summer 
we will be retrofitting the 
Queen of Tsawwassen into 
a Mobile Salmon 

Entertainment Centre. 
The newly refitted Queen 

of Fun Salmon will be pilot
ed up and down the coast 
and anchored each night on 
top of the pens of bored 
salmon. Video gambling ter
minals will be lowered into 
the pens by the Queen of 
Fun Salmon for the amuse
ment and entertainment of 
the shut-in fish. 

Any salmon morally 
opposed to gambling will be 
entertained by our underwa
ter projection screens and 
Jumbo SalmonTron. Movies 
of the farmed salmon's wild 
cousins cavorting and 
carousing in the wilderness 
will be featured. For those 
salmon who have reached 

the age of consent, films 
will be screened featuring 
racy short skirts and bare 
chests. 

We feel this will make for 
some very happy farmed 
salmon. And if we're wrong, 
well ... we're a limited 
company! 

Please watch for future 
updates on the transforma
tion of Fulford Harbour at 
the hands of FHYC Ltd. 
We'll help you find the right 
home for your investment 
dollars. 

The writer has his pulse 
on the ebbs and flows of the 
Fulford Harbour community 
and the new BC Ferries 
company. 

To all our customers ... 
Wf! thought we would pass along 

some information you will 
probably find interesting. 

Plastic bags usage has 
been" ever increasing due 
to the practicality of them. 
Not only are they handy to 
carry your Items, they are 
reusable at home _tor 
repacking items or for 
refuse. 

The best part about them, is 
that when you are finished with them 

return them to our store and we will send them to 
our recycler and they then become vinyl siding. 

So when we say "paper or plastic", pick plastic ... it makes good 
sense. 

Open 
7:30am - 9:00pm 
7 days a week 

t 

Fresh is what we're famous forrM 
I 
l 

'i 

Il 
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Second 
hall theft 
suffered 

Salt Spring Gymnastics 
Association (SSGA) has 
suffered its second theft in 
the past few weeks. 

Sometime between the 
evening of June 23 and the 
morning of June 26, a 
Speith Anderson mini tram
poline was stolen from 
Fulford Hall, where gym
nastics programs are held. 

The tramp is approximately 
four feet by four feet with a 
blue bumper pad and weighs 
about 100 lbs. About three 
weeks ago a break and enter 
at the hall saw the group's 
NC stereo system stolen. 

'The mini tramp is a very 
important training tool used 
by all the children enrolled in 
gymnastics classes, who have 
numbered approximately 
189, during the past year," 
stated a SSGA press.release. 

SSGA is a non-profit 
organization which has to 
fundraise to buy its neces
sary equipment, "so a loss 
like this is very dishearten
ing." 

Anyone with information 
about the missing trampoline 
or stereo system is asked to 
contact Joan at 653-4164. 

STANDING TALL: Joey Cassidy traverses Ganges 
On StiltS in full-blOWn COlOUr. PhotobyDerricklundy 

More letters 
Explains 
everything 

Having stayed overnight at 
a friend's house on the main
land recently, my friend and I 
decided on the spur of the 
moment to go shopping 
across the border. 

I had only my driver's 
licence and credit cards with 
me. My passport and birth 
certificate were at home on 
Salt Spring. We debated this 
but decided to go regardless. 

When we arrived at the 
U.S. customs southbound, of 
course I was asked to pro
duce the birth certificate 
which I didn't have with me. 
After examining my driver's 
licence and asking me where 
I was born, and checking my 
answers on the computer, the 
officer allowed me to cross 
with a warning that I might 
have a problem getting back. 
We proceeded as planned. 

After a day in Bellingham 
and a great dinner at 
Sadigi's, we reached the bor
der at about 10 at night. It 
was pretty quiet with only a 
few vehicles lined up. My 
friend and I had our receipts 
in our hands. 

She had her birth certifi
cate and I did not have mine. 

"May I see your birth cer
tificate, please?" 

"Sorry, no, I didn't bring it 
with me." 

"Well, then, how did you 
get into the States without 
it?" 

''Where were you born?" 
' "Montreal," I replied. 

"Where are you from?" 
said the customs officer. 

"Salt Spring Island," I 
said. 

"Oh, that explains every
thing," he said, jokingly. 
'They probably took pity on 
you because you are from 
Salt Spring." 

We verbally declared our 
purchases and without even 
looking at our receipts he 
smiled and waved us on our 
way with a pleasant "good
night and have a nice 
evening ladies." 

Next time I'm bringing my 
birth certificate. 
BEVERLEY SERFATY, 
Salt Spring 

On luck 
You chose not to publish 

my letter about ''karma," but 
I think that was a mistake. 

Weekly now, I see this 
concept mentioned at least 
once. 

It is not a religious con
cept, but a philosophical one. 

Let me try my "luck" with 
"luck." 

One of your major articles 
two weeks ago alluded to 
luck as if it were a meaning
ful concept. 

From my point of view, 
there is no such thing as 
luck. 

We are ultimately respon
sible for whatever befalls us, 
good or bad. 

It is very difficult for many 
of us to accept this simply 
because it puts the onus of 
our destiny or fate in our 
hands. 

As Albert Einstein put it, 
"God does not play dice with 
the universe." 

Now, Albert Einstein was 
no fool, and later deeply 
regretted his role in the 
Manhattan Project, which 
made Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki possible. 

He did not believe in luck. 

Instead, he believed, if I 
am correct, about a higher 
power or deity, which he 
called "Jaweh" or "God" and 
which was the creator of all 
things. 

Now, in this view of the 
world, chance had nothing to 
do with anything. 

We do certain things, we 
think certain things, we wish 
certain things, consciously or 
unconsciously, and what hap
pens to us, positive or nega
tive, is the result. 

Karma, as mentioned in 
your pages so many times, 
needs clarification. 

It is a concept which is 
closely tied to luck. 

Even now, you may reject 
this letter as being somehow 
"religious," but I can assure 

Trust money dispersed 
Salt Spring's proposed 

Community Energy 
Strategy project received a 
few kilowatts of optimism 
when it garnered approval 
for $2,000 in Islands Trust 
Island Sustainability 
Project funding. 

But Elizabeth White , 
one of the project's coor
dinators, said Monday the 
local group is still waiting 
to hear if it was as suc
cessful in its application 
for federal dollars from 
the Climate Change 
Action Fund. 

Baseline energy con
sumption data for the 
island would be compiled, 
along with strategies for 
achieving energy and 
greenhouse-gas reduction 
targets. 

At the June Trust 
Council meeting on 
Pender Island, Hornby 
Island affordable housing 
study also received coun
cil's nod for $3,000 from 
the special Islands Trust 
fund. 

Hornby trustees Penny 
Griggs and Tony Law said 
they hoped work done by 
their island's committee 
would be useful to other 
Trust communities. 

The $20,000 Island 

you that, in the sense that 
"religious" is commonly con
strued, it is not. 

It is as common and useful 
as algebra, obscure to some, 
familiar to others. 

The difficulty most people 
have with luck is that it forces 
them to take responsibility for 
whatever befalls them. 

This is not to say that they 
are guilty, or deserving of 
punishment, but that they 
have taken wrong turns in 
their evolution. 

Whether we like it or not, 
evolution is the most basic 
way the vast majority of us 
have chosen to return to our 
source. 
FRANCOIS JAUBERT, 
Corbett Road 

Sustainability Project fund 
was established for the 
first time in the 2003/04 
budget year. With Trust 
Council approval, it offers 
funds to projects promot-

ing sustainability of island 
communities. 

Deadline for applica
tions was also extended to 
August 8 by Trust 
Council. 

CLASSIFIED HOTU•: 537·9933 

ACTUAL SIZE 

AVAILABLE 
NOW! 
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New facility revives elder-care 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

While island intermediate
care services have suffered 
aches and pains from recent 
provincial government poli
cy changes, a Liberal elec
tion promise from 2001 
might offer a soothing balm 
for local seniors and their 
families. 

During its annual general 
meeting Thursday, the Gulf 
Islands Intermediate Care 
Society (GIICS) 
announced a plan to build 
and manage a 30-unit 
assisted-living facility that 
could relieve overstrained 
Greenwoods staff and bet
ter meet elder-care needs 
on Salt Spring. 

"A new plan for B.C. 
Housing and Independent 
Living B.C. was announced 
as part of a Liberal govern
ment promise," said 
Vancouver Island Health 
Authority (VIHA) manager 
of facility development and 
contract management Paul 
Bingham. 

The Independent Living 
B.C. program will create 
3,500 assisted-living units 
across the province by 2005, 
Bingham noted. 

"B.C. Housing and VIHA 
want to move expediently. 
The [next] election is fast 
approaching and they did 
promise to do that." 

B.C. Housing issued an 
April 17 call for expressions 
of interest through VIHA to 
non-profit societies able to 
provide assisted living and 

independent housing ser
vices. 

"We're very excited that 
tht< Gulf Islands 
Intermediate Care Society is 
willing to take that on," said 
Bingham. 

Consequently, GIICS 
could see a new assisted-liv
ing facility join Greenwoods 
with surprisingly few 
bureaucratic barriers. 

"In other communities it's 
a competitive process, but 
here it's a pass or fail." 

VIHA already owns land 
adjacent to Greenwoods that 
could be used for the assist
ed-living facility; and if that 
site proves unsuitable, there 
is still available space on the 
GIICS property, Bingham 
said. 

"We need to build some
thing to rebuild the system." 

The province requires the 
local non-profit society to 
put up 10 per cent of the 
capital contribution to show 
good faith in the project. 

But a lease of VIHA prop
erty would count for contri
bution requirements, he said. 

"We're not out of the 
woods yet. VIHA will only 
lease the land if it will not 
impact negatively on the 
development of Lady Minto 
Hospital." 

The architect has already 
indicated that the current 
helipad location could be a 
barrier, Bingham noted. 

Recognition of a need 
for new assisted-living 
housing sprung from the 
Salt Spring Island Elder 

Lunn circulates petition 
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Gary Lunn has initiated a peti

tion to support missing person's DNA legislation, which he 
intends to present to Parliament when it resumes sitting in 
the fall. 

"This particular issue has gathered strong support from 
everyone I speak with," said Lunn in a June 25 press 
release. 

The petition describes how the federal government's 
planned review of DNA legislation does not conclude until 
2005 and that it does not address a missing person's DNA 
database. 

It also notes there are now more than "6,000 unidentified 
DNA samples obtained from crime scenes that may provide 
clues as to the fate of a missing person." 

The petition is available from Lunn's constituency office 
or can be downloaded by following the links at www.gary
lunn.com. 

"We need [Solicitor General Wayne Easter] to hear this 
message loud and clear," said Lunn. "As a Canadian Alliance 
MP, I .believe that grassroots Canadians have a powerful 
voice when they speak in unison - and a petition can help 
focus this voice." 

While Lunn had introduced his own bill (C-441) on the 
topic this spring, he said he would support the government 
introducing its own legislation. 

Searches in Google - results are for one of 
my clients, Ballet British Columbia. 

ballet Canada No. 4 out of 234,000 
ballet newsletter No. 21 of 183,000 
ballet company Canada No.2 of 83,700 
ballet performance Canada No. 8 of 71,500 
ballet BC No. 1 & 2 of 47,500 
ballet british columbia No. 1 & 2 of 43,000 
ballet touring company No. 21 & 22 of 40,300 
ballet Vancouver No. 5 of 37,800 
ballet repertoire company No. 29 of 32,000 
ballet company Vancouver No. 1 of 15,000 
ballet training BC No. 1 & 2 of 10,800 
ballet Vancouver BC No. 1 of 10,600 
ballet company BC No. 1 & 2 of 1,360 

I can do this for you too! 
Michaet Unehan. Marketina Alchemv. 537-2228 

Plan Report conducted in 
June 2002. 

GIICS chair Don Hartwig 
acknowledged that 
Greenwoods has been fairly 
silent about plans to build an 
assisted-living facility, 
although they've been in the 
works for some time. 

"We did not want to create 
huge expectations and then 
have them not turn out," said 
Hartwig. "We've been trying 
to get things in place but 
now it's very public." 

The 51-bed Greenwoods 
residential intermediate-care 
facility has seen criteria for 
admission shift under B.C. 
Ministry of Health Care 
Guidelines so that only 
seniors requiring "complex 
care" receive admission, 
Hartwig said. 

"Ultimately, Greenwoods 
would become a 'dementia 
cottage' facility serving 25-
30 people." 

Complex care is defined 
as facility care where pro
fessional nursing and sup
port services are provided 
24 hours per day. 

"The clientele and the 
expectations at Greenwoods 
are all very different and 
much more demanding than 
they were in the past," he 
noted. 

Greenwoods has also 
taken over administration of 
the Meals on Wheels pro
gram, and expanded day 
programs and respite care 
services to meet the needs 
of seniors no longer eligible 
for facility placement, he 

Sherrie Boyte 
629-6350 

Pender Island lots from $23,000 
Houses under $!00,000 

www.propertyonpender.com 
sherrie@ propertyonpender.com 

said. 
"The criteria for entering 

Greenwoods is changing," 
said the facility's chief 
executive officer Penny 
Polden. 

"We're only taking people 
who are at risk living at 
home." 

With the admission 
changes, a waiting list was 
eliminated. But people who 
do need complex care are 
coming very quickly, 
Polden said. 

Even with strict admis
sion restrictions to seniors
care services on the island, 
Greenwoods had few empty 
bed days and the . overall 
workload at the facility has 
increased dramatically, she 
said. 

Day programs, overnight 
respite care and bathing 
programs have also been 
running at increased levels 
due to facility admission 
eligibility changes, she said. 

"These programs are 
becoming more popular as 
we see more intermediate
care clients staying at 
home and needing more 
support." 

But Hartwig was enthusi
astic that the assisted-living 
project appears to be mov
ing on a fast-track to 
fruition. 

"We've been thinking not 
just about Greenwoods. 
There's been nothing but 
forward thinking for the 
island in a broad context of 
the aging population in 
general." 

THE INTERNET 
GATEWAY TO THE 

GULF ISLANDS 

• \1 
LIVE WELL 

GET ENERGIZED! 
f you're tired all the time, anemia 
" coutu-pe the culprit. Get the latest information 
on this energy zapping condition. 

Join us for our popular: 

LIVE WELL 
EMIA AWARENESS CLINIC 

Thursday, July 3, 2003 

Appointments available between 
10:30am & 4:00pm 

Anemia can be caused by many things including 
poor nutrition, heavy menstruation or genetic factors. 
Our specially trained pharmacists will do screening 
and will work with you to create an individualized 

action plan to help increase your energy. 
Learn the latest about this disease state! 

rop by or book your private consultation today! 
The fee for this service is only $15 

Ganges - Uptown Pharmasave • (250) 538-0323 
Hemoglobin Testing Will Be Available 

Live well with 

I~: M ;; ~ rlt\'4 J 
DOWNTOWN 537-5534 
104 Lower Ganges Rd. 

UPTOWN 538-0323 
372 Lower Ganges Rd. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

• Potter.y in 
dtoneware d 
porcel.ain 

• Garden Potd 

• Candlu 

• Fahulow 
WL1e.1 

• Fredh cut 
houquetd 

• Soapd 

• Flower 
arrangementd 
to order, jruh 
and dried 

~ 
Come c~troO through the ga.riJen e3 c~tudiocl 

§TONElli 
flowers 

!P01TERY 
,rran3ement • 

'120 Lone Hrubour Qd., 537-97ff2 • Open lOam · 5pm daily • 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
REGISTRY NO. S065779 

Examples 
of inventory: 

Fine silk & wool masterweaves, 
unique tribal & 

village rugs, sun washed Baluchis, 
Mori Kinnan, Bok:haras, investment 

calibre, Bidjar, Heriz, Kashan, 
Kashmiri, Khan Mohammadi, 

Isphahan, Qum, Haldaris, Multan, 
Sultanabad, Uzbek, Tea washed 
J aipur, Vegetable dyed Agras, 

dining & living room sized carpets, 
runners and many more in 

small to large sizes. 

CASH, VISA, M/C, AMEX, 15% BUYERS PREMIUM, PLUS GST & PST 
TO BE ADDED, ALL SALES FINAL, NO REGISTRATION FEE. ITEMS 
SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALES, ERRORS & OMISSIONS. LICENSED & 

CONTRACTED AUCTIONEERS, SOME ITEMS SUBJECT TO RESERVE. 
BUCKINGHAM AUCTIONS LTD. 604-538-3084 
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FOOD FOR THE SUMMER: Community services vol
unteers, clockwise from top left, Melanie Morris, 
Sue Wood and Laura McAstocker were on hand at 
Ganges Village Market on Saturday, helping out at a 
SUmmer f00d bank drive. Photo by Derricklundy 

Shoppers donate 
to food bank drive 
using pink tags 

Salt Spring Community 
Services Society (SSCSS) 
tried a new tactic on Saturday 
by hosting its first summer 
food drive for the food bank 
at Thrifty's and the Ganges 
Village Market (GYM). 

Pink tags were used, par
ticularly at GYM, advising 
shoppers what non-perish
able food items were appro
priate as donations. 

"People noticed the pink 
tags and went right to them," 
said Melanie Morris, the 
volunteer and fundraising 
coordinator. 

Morris was at the GVM 
during the drive and estimat
ed 90 per cent of the collect
ed food items were tagged. 

Saturday' s drive did not 
gamer as many donations as 
other fundraising events 
SSCSS has put on, but 
Morris still called the effort 
"a pretty good success." 

"We did quite well in the 

money department," she 
said. "It wasn't huge but it 
wasn' t nothing." 

The drive, which went 
from noon to 5 p .m., was 
held because food supplies 
at the food bank have gotten 
low. 

"Mo st people think 
Christmas is the time to 
donate, and it is, but in the 
summer it just dwindles," 
said Kathy Stringer, the assis
tant food bank supervisor. 

_stringer also said this year 
the demand for food has 
increased. 

"I would say there's been 
a small incline in clientele 
and I don't know why that 
is," agreed Morris. "We do 
get a lot of 'passing through' 
people in the summer, and 
we serve everyone who 
comes to our door." 

The next food bank 
fundraiser will be the penny 
drive held in November. 

Yacht club proposal gets initial nod 
A rezoning proposal for 

a 0.84-acre parcel of land 
owned by the Royal 
Victoria Yacht Club 
(RVYC) at 105 Ontario 
Place will proceed to the 
bylaw stage and public 
hearing. 

Salt Spring's Local Trust 
Committee (LTC) accepted 
staff recommendations for 
the application to take its 
first step down the rezon
ing road. 

As explained in a staff 
report, the property 's cur
rent Rural zoning would be 
changed to allow "the base
ment level of the accessory 
garage to be used for yacht 
club outstation facilities, 
including a shower, kitchen 
and lounge area The club 
also proposes to use the 
property for outdoor recre
ation for club members." 

The district water lot 
would also be rezoned to 
permit private yacht club 
wharfage , with a larger 
float part of the proposal. 

RVYC past-commodore 
Ed Life spoke at the meet
ing, reviewing neighbour
hood consultation to date, 
with a survey indicating 
only two of 19 individuals 
felt the club had not so far 
met their expectations. 

Life said posting rules in 
the facility and providing 
doggy bags as suggested 

TRUST 
BRIEFS 

would be done, and that 
concerns about no holding 
tank discharge in the area 
was covered by a no-dump
ing prohibition in Long 
Harbour. 

· The RVYC had request
ed six moorage slips on the 
dock, said Trust planner 
Mark Head, but fewer have 
been recommended by 
staff. 

Several pieces of infor
mation must also still be 
provided by the yacht club, 
noted Head's report. 

Also at the June 26 LTC 
meeting: 

• First reading was given 
to a rezoning bylaw affect
ing the Parks, Arts and 
Recreation Commission 
(PARC) recreation site on 
Rainbow Road. 

Bylaw 386 would change 
the property's zoning from 
Agricultural 1 (Al) to a 
Community Facility 1 
Zone Variation to allow 
construction of indoor 
recreation facilities . 

Public hearing on the 
bylaw could be held at the 
end of July. 

A Saturday, July 12 town 
hall meeting of Trust, 
regional district and PARC 

personnel will also focus 
on the swimming pool 
issue and related develop
ment. 

• Second and third read
ings were also given to 
Bylaw 382, which desig
nates all Forestry and 
Watershed Forestry lands 
in the official community 
plan as " development 
potential donor areas." 

Further reading was 
delayed until Trust staff 
looked into one matter 
raised at the May 22 public 
hearing on the bylaw. 

The question was 
whether or not the commu
nity wanted to see the 

approximately 35 densities 
on the 282 hectares (700 
acres) of Nature Trust of 
B.C.-owned lands in the 
Mount Maxwell/Burgoyne 
Bay area available for sale 
and transfer into the 
island's density receiving 
areas, which is one effect 
of Bylaw 382. 

John Gauld, the Trust's 
regional planning manager, 
reported last week that 
evaluating property owners 
for factors such as funding 
sources, intended land use 
and such was investigated 
and considered neither 
"appropriate nor practica
ble." 

Lt.;~ richard j. wey & associates 
~1 a n d s u r v e y i n g i n c . 

Richard J. Wey BCLS 

Legal Engineering and Topographical Surveys 
Subdivision Planning 

The Oakville-Suite 106-9717 Third St., Sidney, BC V8L 3A3 

Telephone (250) 656-5155 • Fax: (250) 656-5175 

• 20 words 
• 1 vehicle per ad 
• Pre-paid, non-refundable 
• Private party 
• Maximum 8 weeks 
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'- Cleaning, Scrubbing, Mildew Removal 

~SAM ANDERSON 
!lll. APPLIANCE REPAIR 

Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service 
on all Makes and Models, Large or Small 
Hot Water Tank, Appliance & Pump Installation 
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ERVICE li 

tel: 537-5268 
pager: 538-9000 

CEDAR ROOF RESTORATION 
SPECIALISTS 

featuring STABRITE™R 
•LONG LASTING • BEST LOOKING 

Proven protection since 1988 

250-598-9441 

Protection 
against: 
• Moss • Water 
• Lichen • Rot 
• UV Damage 
• Curling 
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SHINGLE BUREAU 
Email: sealit@shaw.ca 

''"''' www.sealit.bc.ca 
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.... :;.,,,,",, . .:: Cedar Roof Care (VI) Ltd. 
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Park programs make a comeback at Ruckle 
Nature programs have 

returned to Ruckle 
Provincial Park, with enthu
siastic park naturalist Cara 
Davison leading the proces
sion. 

Fridays and Saturdays at 
4 and 7 p.m., campers and 
anyone visiting the park 
can attend fun sessions 
ranging from First Nat~ons 
plant use to tidal walks 
and storytime under the 
stars. 

Colouring, hiking and 
playing games are some 
park happenings for kids, 
and last week there was 
"music in the barn," face 
painting, a cougar talk and a 
"wild things" scavenger 
hunt. 

On Sundays the programs 
are at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

While Davison will head 
some activities, guest speak
ers and musicians are also 
involved. 

She said she likes to teach 
"in an interactive, fun way" 
and is involved in her field 
"because I feel environmen-

tal education is so important 
and if we start by educating 
the children, the future gen
erations can make a differ
ence." 

Davison also advises 
campers on topics such as 

park fire safety and recy
cling. 

Davison is a BCIT student 
who has completed a year in 
the fish and wildlife recre
ation program plus two years 
at York University in envi-

ronmental studies and psy
chology. Her mother is Salt 
Spring resident Helani 
Davison. 

Program times may vary 
slightly from the pre-set 
schedule. 

Conservancy needs rame .volounteers 
Volunteers to take shifts 

selling raffle tickets at the 
Saturday market are needed 
by the Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy. 

The group is holding its 
third annual raffle for a 
handcrafted driftwood 
bench, with helpers needed 
from 8:45-11:45 a.m. and 
from 11:45-2:45 each 
Saturday. 

Conservancy executive 
director Karen Hudson notes 
that "the tickets sell them
selves because the bench is 
so lovely, and it 's an easy 
way to support your local 
conservancy." 

Two-hour fall fair shifts 
(September 13-14) also need 
covering. 

Call the conservancy 

office at 
538-0318 to 
offer help. 

• A new
lirni ted edit
ed "fridge-

SALT SPRING 
SNIPPETS 

custom home under 1,800 
square feet in size, and the 
Rammed Earth Healthy 
Home at Village Terrace 
was nominated in the 1,800-
to 2,999-square-foot catego
ry. The healthy home is also 
in the running for an envi
ronmental achievement 
award. 

shaped" chapbook called 
Yvonne, by Sandy Frances 
Duncan, has been published 
by Salt Spring 's (m)Other 
T!ilfigue Press. 

This is the first fiction 
published by the private lit
erary press in a new series 
called Re/Found editions . 
Yvonne was originally pub
lished in the 1970s in Room 
of One's Own periodical. 

Peter Haase and Mona 
Fertig operate (m)Other 
T!ilfigue Press. 

The book is available at 
Volume II Books. 

• Terra Firma Builders has 
again been honoured with 
nominations for 
Construction Achievements 
and Renovations of 
Excellence (CARE) awards 
for its home construction. 

Its Gaia Cottage on Salt 
Spring was nominated for 
best single-family detached 

A September 20 ceremony 
will celebrate the finalists' 
achievements and announce 
the coveted gold CARE 
awards. 

{., · Salt Spring Island Community Se~ 
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

537-9971 
ALL OF OUR SERVICES ARE FREE 

* 24 HR. CRISIS LINE: Dial 0 and ask for ZENITH 2262 (no charge) . 

Bridge winners named 
Caller is connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria. 

* EMERGENCY FOOD BANK: Open Tuesday 11-3. 
* COUNSElliNG SERVICES: Crisis and short-term counselling provided 

by Community Workers. 
On June 16, Ima 

Krayenhoff and Patricia 
MacFarlane came in first, fol
lowed by George Laundry 
and Terry Wilkinson. 

Irene Hawksworth and 
Ron Dickson were third, and 
Jean Elder and Lynn 
Thorburn were fourth. 

On June 23, Ian Thomas 

BRIDGE 
TRICKS 
and Conhor Vane-Hunt 
were first, George Laundry 
and Isabelle Richardson 
were second, and Jill Evans 
and Tony Luton were third. 

• AlCOHOl & DRUG PROGRAM: Prevention & treatment service is free 
& confidential. 

* FAMilY PlACE: PARENT CHILD DROP IN- Monday & Tuesday 9:30-
1:30, Walk in Mouats Park 1 Oam following by Family Place Drop In 
11 :00-1 pm, counselling by appointment 537-9176. 

• RECYClE DEPOT: Open Tuesday- Saturday from 10:00am-5pm, 349 
Rainbow Rd., 537-1200. 

* COMMUNITY WEllNESS PROGRAMS COORDINATOR: Call Sharon 
Glover at 537-4607. 

• Emergency Mental Health Services available: 4pm to midnight. 
Access is available through the Emergency Rm at Lady Minto Hospital 
call: 538-4840 

SNAILS TO GO: Balloons in hand, new Ruckle 
Park naturalist Cara Davison publicizes weekly fun 
and educational programs running at the park on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays through the sum-
mer. Photo by Gall Sjuberg 
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YLOVE : 20°/0 OFF ALL : 
HOME 00 SERVICES ... 

537-1517 
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I • PRESSURE WASHING I 
IJ • GUTTER CLEANING a} 
1J'u • WINDOW CLEANING f't 

• 19 years experience 
• 1 00% money back guarantee 
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COUPON EXPIRES JULY 8, 03 
SOME CONDITIONS APPLY 

WE ACCEPT SS DOLLARS 

I 
I 

• Serving SSI and Outer Islands 

.. _______ .. 

S!\1-T SPRJ~ . 
Sheet Metal Ltd. G 

HOW TO COPE WITH RISING ENERGY COSTS. 
INSTALL GEOTHERMAL 

Stop paying more for fuel oil, LP or 
natural gas. A energy efficient 
ECONAR GeoSource Heat Pump 
can save you money on your 
heating and cooling bills. An 
ECONAR GeoSource Heat Pump 
uses a small amount of electricity 
to extract the earth's stored energy. 

Never again worry about the rising costs of LP or natural gas. 

Start saving money 
on your heating and 
cooling bills today. 

Individual support is available free to seniors who are 
experiencing difficulties emotionally or socially. Trained lay seniors ~··?•,·\· 

will visit at home to listen and support. Do you, or a friend or [I 
relative, need this kind of caring help? If so, please call 537-4607. J 

HELP WANTED: NEW Friendly Visitors? 
Friendly visitors are warm & caring people who give time on a 

regular, long term basis to seniors who are lonely or would look 
forward to a bright spot in their week. Friendly Visotors go to 
seniors' homes for about an hour once a week, and might 

spend the time playing cards, going for a walk, 
or sipping tea & looking at photos of days gone by. 

If this sound like vou, and you have a little extra time to give, 
please call Wellness Coordinator Sharon Glover, at 537-4607 

to learn more about the program. We need your help! 

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC • FREE! 
Salt Spring Seniors Services hosts this drop-in clinic in 

pleasant and relaxed surroundings. Volunteer nurses take 
and record your blood pressure. All welcome! 

Monday 28 July 10:00 -12:00 

Connect to your community! 
volunteersaltspring.ca 
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Begin gum tree 
affair this season 
By BANANA JOE 
CLEMENTE 
Driftwood Contributor 

I couldn't think of a bet
ter time than now to write 
about the gloriou s gum 
tree. This is the season to 
plant one. 

For those of you unfa
miliar with growing euca
lyptus, I'll give you all the 
information you need on 
how to make this species 
flourish in your garden. 

Eucalyptus trees consist 
of hundreds of broad
leaved evergreen species, 
and we are fortunate 
enough to live in such a 
good climate that more 
than a handful of them can 
survive here. 

Over the years of experi
menting with this species, 
I've been more than 
pleased with the results of 
my efforts . The oldest of 
dozens of mature speci
mens on Salt Spring were 
planted some three decades 
ago. In my own garden of 
nearly two dozen species, 
the tallest reach 70 feet in 
height. I grew most of my 
own plants from seed and 
planted them as seedlings. 

Don't be fooled into 
thinking that planting the 
largest specimen you can 
find is best. When shop
ping for "eucs" it is wise 
to look for smaller plants. 
Large, root-bound trees are 
usually more difficult to 
establish. I personally look 
for one-gallon-sized trees 
or smaller. If you can find 
cold-hardier species in 
four-inch pots, then that is 
the way to go. 

The hardiest eucalyptus 
trees are mostly found 
growing at higher eleva
tions of their native land in 
Australia and Tasmania . 
Most eucs grow rapidly 
and , if planted in very 
good soil , you can almost 
watch them rocket sky
ward. It is not uncommon 
for establi shed trees to 
grow six feet in oae year. 

They do not go dormant 
in our climate and will 
continue to grow right 
through cooler winter 

. : 

IN THE 
GARDEN 
months. This is why it is 
very important for pruning 
to be carried out only in 
the spring and summer 
months. 

Even in our coldest win
ters the hardiest specimens 
will be put to the test. 

Most eucalyptus species 
prefer to be planted here in 
full sun and well-drained 
soil. I really love the 
drought tolerance of this 
species once it is estab
lished, but you must water 
your tree for at least the 
first dry season to get it 
established. 

Most local nurseries 
carry a variety of species 
to choose from. Among the 
hardiest types are E. gun
nii, E. archeri, E. coc
cifera, E. debeuzevillei, E. 
dalrympleana, E. neglecta, 
E. niphophila, E. parvifo
lia, and E. perriniana - all 
of them are growing on 
Salt Spring and there's at 
least a dozen species at 
Grace Point. A stroll along 
the boardwalk will enable 
you to get a closer look. 

Some large and estab
lished species grow at 
Foxglove, and I believe the 
largest and most massive 
Salt Spring E. gunni is at 
Garden Faire nursery on 
R ainbow Road. It was 
planted approximately 15 
years ago . Each year it 
produces thousands of tiny 
white beautiful flowers. 

There is also a nice
sized E. dalrympleana 
growing at the entrance to 
the Plant Farm on 
Vesuvius Bay Road. 

These trees will produce 
viable seeds each year and 
new plants can be propa
gated from local sources, 
although I have not yet 
seen them self seed in our 
zone. 

This is one tree you will 
love - you should try to 
make room for a eucalyp
tus tree in your island gar
den . 

IN A TUn~UlENT WO<lD, ~N O",S~ OF CAlM 

• Security Shutters 
• Solar Screening • Awnings 

~!111111 • 

:GIIIil SHADE-0-MATIC LTD 

• Vertical Blinds 
• Pleated Shades • Shutters 

537-1125 I 

STRAWBERRY DELIGHT: Above, Betty 
Rothwell's singing entertains guests at the Salt 
Spring Seniors Services Society's Strawberry Tea on 
Wednesday. Below, Dee Jones (left) and Betty 
Pinchin prepare strawberry shortcake for the 
fund raiser. Pholo• by oebbie willis 

Open Your Doors, 
Open Your World 

Hosting a student from another country can be an 
extraordinary experience and change your life in ways you 
never would have imagined. 

Hector Ortiz Roldan 

"My name is Hector and I'd like to share with 
you my experience as an exchange student. 
I'm from Mexico and when I came to Canada 
I stayed at the home of a Polish family. It was 
quite the experience, I got to taste new and 
interesting kind of foods. In the beginning it 
could be hard to get used to a different culture 
but I don't regret at all being in this 
wonderful place." 

Please contact Sheri Wakefield at GISS for 
further information. 
537-9944 (218) 

swakefield@ saltspring.com 
http://trinet.sd64.bc.ca/ie/index.html 

ClASSIFIED HOTLINE: 537-9933 



A16 • WEDNESDAY, JULY 2, 2003 PEOPLE & 

Homestay family recalls 
heartwarming moments 

By SCOTT BERGSTROME Noreen were so taken by happy one. 
Special to the the Remembrance Day Uni, a soft-spoken 
Driftwood ceremony at the school Korean student, wrote 

Tammy was normally that they thought we about how much she 
anything but quiet, but should sing 0 Canada enjoyed tea time with her 
during the drive to the each night at supper time, host mother and how they 
Victoria Airport she was which is exactly what we would talk about the dif-
unusually pensive. did. ferences and similarities 

After checking in, we It was the same for of Korean and Canadian 
stood for awhile outside Christmas carols, which culture. 
the departure gate. Try as took Christmas well into She added, 
we may, the words were the early months of 2003. "Sometimes she advised 
slow to come. Living with interna- me about friendship and 

Finally it was time. to tional students gives you social problems. It was 
leave and Tammy a whole new perspective helpful to me." 
reached into her carry-on into the complexities of Keiko, a school leader 
bag and pulled out two the English language and from Yokohama, was so 
handmade cards covered an appreciation for just appreciative of her host 
in hearts. As she handed how hard these young mother' s efforts to talk to 
them to us, she gave us people work trying to her when she first arrived 
both big hugs and said in learn it. Perhaps it is a lit- on Salt Spring. She wrote, 
a broken whisper, "Thank tle unfair that we, by the "Even a short conversa-
you for letting me be fate of birth, inherited tion made me feel really 
your daughter. I love you what has become the uni- happy." 
and will never forget versallanguage of com- Perhaps the sentiments 
you." merce and global politics. of Yoko, a lovely girl 

With lumps in our Hard as we may, we were from Japan, best summa-
throats we knew we only only to master a few rize just how important 
had a few moments left Chinese words and phras- the host families are to 
to be Tammy's homestay es by the end of the year. our international students. 
parents, one of the most While the girls enjoyed She wrote in her essay, 
enriching experiences of our pathetic attempts to "My host parents, a 
our lives. learn Mandarin and retired couple, were fabu-

On the ferry ride back Cantonese, they finally lous and generous. They 
home, we couldn't help gave up trying to teach took care of me as if I 
but reflect on our last us, choosing instead to was their real child. 
year as homestay parents. spend long dinners talk- Although sometimes I 
Although it hadn't been ing about things such as made them mad, they 
our plan, a little more their day at school, rela- always looked after me 
than a year ago, Noreen, tionships,differences and forgave me with their 
a bright-eyed and delight- between Chinese and big warm hearts just like 
ful girl from Hong Kong, Canadian family life and a vast ocean. I believe it 
moved in with us. culture, and even world was a miracle to meet 

At the end of the politics. them and to live with 
school year, Noreen They thirsted for them." 
asked if she could stay lessons about life and Tammy is now safely 
with us for another year. hung onto every word of back with her mother and 
Given that Moira and I advice Moira offered to sister in Taiwan, and like 
work a lot, we thought it them. Collectively the Yoko' s assessment of her 
might be better to have three of them decided host mother and father, 
some company for that in our home, "girl we think she was a little 
Noreen, so Tammy joined power" ruled the day. bit of a miracle in our 
the family. Why not, we Many other host farni- lives too. Unfortunately 
thought, our own kids are lies have also reported Tammy was only here for 
all grown up and we have the joy of hosting interna- a one-year program, but 
the room. tional students. True, it we still have our memo-

The more we reflected takes a lot patience at ries. 
on the experience, the times, but most of all it The Gulf Islands 
more we realized what a takes love, support and International program 
great experience it has understanding. welcomes new students 
been. It was refreshing to As a writing exercise, from Mexico, Germany, 
see the world through the the senior international Japan, Hong Kong, Korea 
eyes of our new daugh- students were asked to and Taiwan this 
ters and to the girls even reflect on their time September. 
the smallest things were attending school on Salt Given the policy to 
wonderful adventures and Spring. Almost without seek the best matches 
fun. exception, being accepted possible, the Gulf Islands 

Sunday, after attend- as part of a local family International Program is 
ing church with her best . rated high on their lists currently seeking new 
friend, Brittany, Tammy and they thanked the host homestay families. If you 
proudly announced that families for opening their think you might be inter-
Brittany's family had hearts and homes to ested, please contact Sheri 
given her a "bubble." them. Wakefield, student services 

"A bubble?" we asked. Travis, a strong aca- coordinator, at 537-9944 
"Yes, you know, the dernic student from Hong (extension 218). 

black book that you read Kong, credited his host The writer heads the 
in church." mother and father for Gulf Islands International 

Both Tammy and making his experience a Program. 

COMMUNITY 

July demos sew 
up fabric info 

Fabric art fanatics have a 
place to feed their passion 
with free weekly demonstra
tions offered through July at 
Stitches Quilt Shop. 

Every Saturday from 
10:30-11 :30, the Hereford 
Avenue store explores new 
and not-so-new quilting, 
sewing and needlework tech
niques. 

On Saturday, July 5, the 
topic is " paper piecing," 
offered in response to numer
ous requests. 

The following Saturday, 
staff will offer a "binding 
primer" on the various ways 
to finish a quilt. 

"Dyeing in a bag" is the 

is a 

'1!~~0~ 

Call Marlie Kelsey 
who will bring gifts & greetings 
along with helpful information 
about your new community. 

537-5261 ... 
R!g~COME.,.. 
-· 'Ws~!?~~~ 

July 19 session. 
"This isn't as bad as it 

sounds," notes the activity 
schedule. ''Learn how to hand 
dye your fabrics with minimal 
mess and stunning results." 

On July 26, Louise Doucet 
will lead a demo in string 
piecing. 

"Once you learn this tech
nique, you will never again 
look at scraps in the same 
way;' she says. 

The free demos began last 
month, covering barnyard pat
terns, scrappy rag quilts, cross 
stitch and confetti techniques. 

No pre-registration is nec
essary, and coffee and goodies 
will be served. 

ANYIHING! 
from clothes to household. 

If its-dirty, 
we can clean it! 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

'·, ' .. -.. ~ 
" 

~ .. 

CoMMuNITY 
MIDWIFERY 
CARE 
Caring for Island families 
for 24 years 

Maggie Ramsey 
Registered Midwife 

130 McPhillips Ave. 

537,2243 office 
(M.S.P. Coverage for home & hospital) 

G.I.S. SALES 
& RENTAlS INC. 

1 Water storage 
1 Septic, sewage.Miding 

1 Ecological systems 
1 Sewage-treatment plants, fi~ers 

WE WELCOME VISA • MASTERCARD 
• AMERICAN EXPRESS 

PH: 12501 653·4013 
l.i.i.i.i.ili.iii.Liillll 

Gulf Islands 
International Program 

High school students from 
Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
Korea, Germany and Mexico 
need homestay families for 

the next school year. 

CALL 
SHERI WAKEFIELD 
at 537-9944 (ext. 218) 
for more information 

Following court order judgment: 

Liquidation of Persian 
carpets by auction 

The Supreme Court of British 
Columbia ordered a major B.C. retailer to 
pay its supplier. The B.C. retailer has fallen 
in arrears and, as a result, arbitrarily 
agreed to relinquish a larger portion of its 
assets for a series of liquidation auctions. 

Buckingham Auctions Ltd. will auction 
piece by piece to the highest bidder fine 
Persian and Oriental carpets to satisfy the 
Court Order. A good selection of silk and 
wool, finely handknotted carpets in various 
sizes ranging from scatter to large dining, 
living room and oversized carpets will be 
available by public auction. Also included 

in this public auction are items previously 
seized, jewelry, fine art lithographs such 
as Picasso, Dati, Miro, Chagall, and many 
other artists. 

Certificates of authenticity and 
appraisals will be available free of charge 
on most items. The bid calling will be 
clear and concise enough for anyone to 
understand, therefore anyone can bid by 
just raising your hand. 

Public auction will be held at Royal 
Canadian Legion, 120 Blain Road, 
Sunday July 6, 2003. Public viewing 12 
noon. Auction 1 p.m. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
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Life-saving info. 
and fun activities 
at July PFD Day 

VOLLEYBALL BLOCK: Kerry Davison and Nicole Sirockman battle it out on 
the volleyball "court" as volleyball nets are set up on the high school fields for 
two days of doubles action. The event was organized by an off-island volleyball 
() Ub. Photo by Derrick. Lundy 

Salties slick at weekend tourney 
The Salties Men's Fastball 

team barreled through two 
wins and a tie but faltered in 
the second day of playoffs at 
the Macdonald Park 
Invitational Tournament last 
weekend. 

Salt Spring beat Port 
Alberni 12-4 in their first 
game and then collected a 7-
7 tie against Port Angeles. 

The islanders even scored 
five runs in the last inning to 
tie the game against Port 
Angeles. 

r 
I 
I 
I 
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Bob Akerman hit two 
home runs: one left-handed 
and one right-handed and 
Tom Little also hit a home
run versus the U.S. team. 

The Salties went on to 
beat Victoria Thunder 13-2, 
which guaranteed them a 
spot in the playoffs Sunday. 

But the islanders' received 
an 8-5 shaking against 
Heywood's Mixed Nuts of 
Victoria Sunday and then 
they fell 8-4 under Victoria 
Swiftsure in the first-round 

play-off game. 
Along with elimination, 

the Salties also suffered an 
injury to pitcher Blaine 
Johnson in the Swiftsure 
game. 

The Victoria Junior A's 
won the tournament in a 5-4 
nine-inning final over the 
Victoria Rangers. 

The Salties resume regular 
season play with a double
header against Esquimalt 
Electric at Fulford Ballpark 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Sunday. 

Salt Spring's Shelby Pool 
will be bobbing with safety
oriented fun when Canadian
Coast Guard officers join 
local lifeguards to help fam
ilies test their life jackets 
and other personal flotation 
devices (PFDs) for PFD 
Day on July 5. 

"It ' s primarily aimed at 
people with a canoe in the 
garage who take it to the 
lake a couple of times each 
summer and don't have a 
clue if their PFDs float or 
don't float anymore," said 
Shelby Pool manager Jim 
Raddysh. 

Practical life -saving 
knowledge will be com
bined with fun activities · at 
the free event, Raddysh 
noted. 

Participants will be chal
lenged to put-on their PFDs 
in the water and remain 
snug in their life jackets 
while being lifted from 
above. 

"If you refuse to wear a 
life jacket on a boat, the 
least you can do is try to put 
one on in the water; it's a 
tough thing to do," Raddysh 
said. 

Whi le PFD Day events 
should be fun, they are 
aimed at providing impor
tant life-saving knowledge. 

"Oftentimes , children ' s 
bodies are tubular and a 
PFD slides off their bodies 
without a crotch strap." 

Lakes and oceans are not 
usually in pristine pool-like 

conditions when a boats get 
in trouble, he noted. 

Children will be taught 
heat -conservation positions 
and how to attack zippers 
with cold-numbed hands. 

As a grand finale, kids 
will get a chance to ride a 
human-powered wave pool 
as lifeguards use paddle 
boards to tum Shelby Pool 
into a miniature ocean. · 

The impetus behind the 
program is to reduce poten
tial local drowning 
tragedies. 

Raddysh noted that the 
Red Cross is involved with 
teaching swimming and 
water safety because drown
ing is deemed a "disaster" 
with over 100 deaths in B.C. 
annually. 

The 2000 Drowning 
Report indicates that 68 per 
cent of drowning victims 
from boating incidents were 
not wearing a PFD and 
almost half of those boats 
were in water conditions too 
difficult to handle. 

Also of note is that adults 
aged 35-49 years are the 
most likely to drown and 80 
per cent of all drowning vic
tims continue to be male. A 
full 90 per cent of victims 
not wearing life jackets 
were male, and men 
accounted for 73 per cent of 
all alcohol-related drown
ings. 

PFD D ay runs 1:30-3 
p.m. Saturday. Admission is 
free. 
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7:00- 8:00 

Water Fit 
8:00- 9:00 

Water Fit 
8:00 - 9:00 
starting July 1 

Early Bird 
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Water Fit 
8:00- 9:00 

Water Fit 
8:00- 9:00 
starting July 1 

Early Bird 
7:00- 8:00 

Water Fit 
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Swimming 
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Available Available 
for for 

Rent Rent 
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I Swimming 

Lessons 
9:00 - 2:00 

Swimming 
Lessons 

9:00 - 2:00 

Swimming 
Lessons 

9:00- 2:00 

Swimming 
Lessons 

9:00 - 2:00 9:00- 2:00 ~'~""' '"' 'Lc~ l 
Aqualite 

2:00- 3:00 
starting July 2 

Everyone 
Welcome 
3:00- 5:00 

,Water 
Aerobics 
5:00- 6:00 
starting July 2 

Rent 

Everyone 
Welcome 
3:00- 5:00 

Aqualite 
2:00- 3:00 
starting July 2 

Rent 
Aqualite 

2:00- 3:00 
starting July 2 

Everyone 
Welcome 
1:30- 3:00 

Everyone 
Welcome 
1:30- 3:00 
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Everyone 
Welcome 
3:00- 5:00 

Everyone 
Welcome 
3:00- 5:00 

Everyone ~------4-------~~==============~1 

Water 
Aerobics 
5:00- 6:00 
starting July 2 

Welcome 
3:00- 5:00 

Everyone 
Welcome 
3:00- 5:00 

Available 
for 

Rent 

Everyone 
Welcome 
3:00- 5:00 

Available 
for 

Rent 

Call the pool to register 537 ·1402 or stop by Portlock Park 

ADMISSION RATES 
FOR EVERYONE WELCOME 

Single Book of 10 

Child (5-12) $2.00 $18.00 
Student (1 3-18) $2.50 $22.50 
Adult $3.00 $27.00 
Senior $2.50 $22.50 
Family $6.00 $54 .. 00 

I 
I 
I 
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I 
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Barefeet vie with Bees in Ultimate tourney 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 

-Staff Writer 
I slanders might have 

sc ratched together an 
Ultimate team at the last 
minute but they still 
bounded to victory at the 
Glacier Cup tournament in 
Courtenay last weekend. 

Salt Spring ' s Ultimate 
team, recently dubbed 
Barefoot and Pregnant, 
took second place in the 
C-pool of the 15-team 
Glacier Cup with four 
wins and two losses 
against teams fr·om 
Courtenay and Vancouver. 

The islanders were 
asked to forfeit their first 
game against Courtenay's 
Us team Saturday since 
the Salt Spring Ultimate 
Club (SUC) arrived with 
only four men and a 
woman where the event 
required a minimum of 
four men and three women 
on each team. 

But last-minute recruit
ing of three men at the 

tourney allowed sue min
imal numbers , while the 
Us captain agreed to waive 
gender requirements. 

The result was a 12-3 
thrashing for Courtenay as 
the Barefoot and Pregnant 
team di scovered they had 
formed a multi-talented 
and athletic force . 

Lone SUC female Sada 
Keel played the entire 
game without substitution 
against five rotating coun
terparts while brothers 
Asher and Elan Squire led 
scoring with assistance 
from mid-fielders Mitchell 
Sherrin and Wayne 
Hallstrom. 

Through that game, Salt 
Spring discovered they 
had acquired an elite-level 
Vancouver captain who 
spent much of the game 
teaching islanders the 
finer points of attack and 
defence. 

SUC members Eric 
Vanderwekken and Sarah 
Pullman arrived in time 
for the islanders to host an 

Ultimate clinic against 
Vancouver 's Killer Bees . 
And Salt Spring ' s rookie 
Pullman showed outstand
ing development as the 
Barefeet stomped on the 
Bees 11-3. 

One acquired player left 
the islanders to re-join his 
own team but two more 
top-calibre Vancouver 
women joined sue for 
games against the Bees 
and a third Vancouver 
team, the Screamin' 
Beavers. 

Barefoot and Pregnant 
faced their toughest com
petition in the C-pool with 
a tight game against the 
Beavers. 

Though Salt Spring ini
tially grabbed a 6-3 lead, 
the Beavers scored seven 
points in a row to threaten 
a win. The islanders then 
rallied for three points to 
bring the score to 10-9 but 
the Beavers gnawed out an 
11-9 win after a time cap 
ended the game. 

A fourth match Saturday 

saw the Pregnant team 
look heavy and flustered 
as they tried to score over 
an athletic but inexperi
enced young Courtenay 
team, the Ultimate 
Underdogs. 

But the Barefeet 
regained their balance to 
secure a 12-8 win with 
short passes up the field. 

Advancing to the B-pool 
Sunday with a 3-1 record 
(Screamin' Beavers placed 
first with 4-0), the 
islanders faced the UBC 
Lab Ratz who had 
descended from the A
pool to claw their way 
back to a top spot in the 
B-pool. 

Though the arrival of 
Nathan Starn added amaz
ing defensive coverage to 
the Pregnant team, the Lab 
Ratz pulled off a decisive 
12-8 win, which bumped 
the Barefeet out of con
tention for a B-pool title. 

A consolation match 
saw Salt Spring reunited 
with the Killer Bees where 

Stingray swimmers hit Courtenay meet 
Twenty Salt Spring 

Stingrays swimmers, plus 
their parents and coaches, 
motored to Courtenay last 
weekend for an A, B and C 
meet at an outdoor pool in 
Lewis Park. 

The weekend competi
tion was preceded by a dive 
and turn clinic Friday 
evening - Salt Spring 
swimmers are unable to 
practise off-the-block dives 
at Shelby pool - at one of 
Courtenay's three public 
swimming facilities. 

On Saturday and Sunday, 
the mostly-young group of 
Salt Spring athletes com
peted against swimmers 
from all over Vancouver 
Island and Powell River in 
events that were separated 
into three "meets." 

Top six A swimmers in 
each event won medals and 
ribbons; while the top six B 

· swimmers and top six C 
swimmers were also award
ed ribbons. 

Div. 4 swimmer Brendan 
Nickerson was the talk of 
the meet, picking up a cap
full of medals and best 
times (BTs). 

He won a gold medal, 

SPORTS 
TRADERS 

DUNCAN PLAZA, 354 Trunk Rd. 746-8761 
AFFORDABLE NEW & USED SPORTS 

THE INTERNET 
GATEWAY TO THE 

GULF ISLANDS 
www.gulfislands.net 

two silver and two bronze, 
and swam five personal 
bests. 

Div. 2 swimmer Grace 
Morgan also topped the BT 
challenge, slicing times off 
five previous personal bests, 
while fellow Div. 2er Sierra 
Lundy mined the most 
"metal," winning four gold, 
a silver and a bronze. 

Div. 4 swimmer Sarah 
Penhale hit both the medal 
round and the BT challenge, 
winning two gold and a sil
ver and getting 4 BTs. 

Other high-achieving 
best-timers included Lara 
Coelho with four, and 
Bradley Watson, Erin Toole, 
Olivia Morgan, Danica 
Lundy and Sierra Lundy 
picking up 3 BTs. 

Other medal winners 
included Danica Lundy with 
a silver and three bronze; ' 

Eryn Gix with a silver and a 
bronze; and coaches Kellie 
Rolston and Chris Brodie 
picking up at least two silver 
and two gold respectively. 
(Final results of the 100-m 
free events for Div. 8 were 
unavailable at press· time.) 

Attending their first 
meets, Katie Temme! swam 
three 25-metre novice 
events, while brother Justin 
took on three 50-metre 
races. 

Top six placements over
all (0), and top six place
ments in B and C meets, as 
well as BT results are as 
follows: 

Div. 1 Eryn Gix, silver, 
bronze, 4th, 6th (0), 2 BTs. 

Div. 2 Emily Gix, 1st, 
2nd, two 4ths, 1 BT; Sierra 
Lundy, four gold, silver, 
bronze, 3 BTs; Grace 
Morgan, 5th, 6th (0), 1st, 

0 I 12th Annual \ 0 

LADY MINTO HOSPITAL FOUNDATION 
"Hewitson Memorial" 

Golf 
~Z~~&~~~nl 

D1nner 
Co-sponsored by 

Mouat's Trading Company, 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch #92 

and the Hewitson Family 

Saturday, July 12 
2:30pm at 

Salt Spring Golf & Country Club 

"Texas Scramble" 
Experienced & Novice Golfers 

ALL WELCOME! 
or golf at any time July 11 or 12th, make 

a donation & turn in your score card. · 

Entry by Charitable Donation ($25 
minimum) Dinner- $18 

Green Fees - $11 (for non-members) 

zgt~~~~ SPONSORS: PRIZE-GIVING 
UNIGLosff2soo GIFT CERnFJCATEJ AFTER 
SALT SPRING ISLAND (TRIP FOR 2) DINNER 

For more information & pre-registration, call 538-48451 0 

2nd, two 5ths, 5 BTs; 
Connor Elwell, two 2nds, 
5th, 2 BTs. 

Div. 3 Lara Coelho, 3rd, 
4th, 4 BTs; Danica Lundy, 
silver, three bronze, 4th, 5th 
(0) , 3 BTs; M ack Rankin, 
2nd, 1 BT; Bradley Watson, 
3 BTs. 

Div. 4 Olivia Morgan, 
6th, 3 BTs; Sarah Penhale, 
two gold, silver, 1st, 4th, 4 
BTs; James Cameron, three 
2nds , 3rd , 5th, 6th; 
Brendan Nickerson, gold, 
two silver, two bronze, 4th 
(0), 5 BTs. 

Div .. 5 Erin Toole, 5th (0); 
3rd, 3 BTs; 

Div. 6 Meghan Toole, 
2nd, 3rd, 6th; 

Div. 7, Christina Penhale, 
1st; 

Div. 8: Kellie Rolston, 
two silver; Chris Brodie, 
two gold, 2 BTs. 

the friendly spirit exuded 
by Dove Curtis , Kim 
Dalton and Heather Luna 
Rose offered a welcome 
addition to the field. 

Since the outcome was 
inconsequential, the 
Barefeet and Bees gave-up 
recording the score to play 
trick points and enjoy 
camaraderie at the event. 

The two teams had so 
much run together they 
even decided to share an 
afternoon voyage to the 
Puntledge River for a 
post-game swim at the 
waterfalls. 

The Salt Spring team 
might not have won the 
Courtenay event, but they 
recorded more wins, 
increased their skills and 
made lots of friends in the 
quirky disc-related subcul
ture. 

SUC meets at Salt 
Spring Elementary School 
5 p.m. Wednesdays and 4 
p.m. Sundays. Everyone 
with an interest in disc 
sports is welcome to play. 

ANY COMPUTER 
••. repair ••• consult 

•.• teach ••• sell 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Give your 
e;tudent a 
chance for 

next e;choo/ year! 

INSTRUMENTAL 
ENRICHMENT 

• Think Clearly 
• Speak Clearly 

• Improve School Performance 

To prepare students 
from Grades 6 · 10 

for better school 
performance next year. 

Session 1 -July 7- 31 
Session 2 - August 5 - 28 

All sessions held in Crofton. 

Minimum class size 5 students, 
max class size 12 students. 

For more information 
call 250-416-0562 

*Far info about Instrumental 
Enrichment use any major search 
engine and type in "Instrumental 

Enrichment" . 
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Team Rothwell joins 'Cats' 
for season-ender in Crofton 

Salt Spring Wildcats 
squeezed one more game out 
of their inaugural season 
with a little help from "Team 
Rothwell" last Monday night. 

Illness and other commit
ments shrunk the girls soft
ball team roster to five, but 
with the entire Rothwell 
family planning to watch sis
ter Abby play at the Crofton 
field, her three other siblings 
were immediately drafted, 
along with coach Barb 
Robinson's daughter Megan. 

Both Megan Robinson 
and Emily Rothwell play on 
the older girls' team, while 
Erik Rothwell is on the age 
9-10 boys team and 
Kimberly plays coach-pitch. 

Despite the injection of 
experienced players - who 
were somewhat handicapped 
by having to bat left and 

strict instructions to "take it 
easy" - the Wildcats still 
missed victory by a 25-20 
score against the 
Chemainus-Crofton 
Dolphins. 

With 20 runs scored in 
five innings, the Salt Spring 
team showed lots of offen
sive power, and also made 
several good stops in both 
the infield and outfield, said 
coach Robinson. 

A Megan Robinson hit 
scored both Rebekah Davies 
and double-whacking Sarah 
Robinson in the first inning. 

Erik Rothwell's double in 
the second ensured his 
younger sister Kimberly 
(with her first "big league" 
hit), Chloe Sjuberg and 
Megan Robinson could 
come home to score, after 
Robinson's double had 

Scandals continue 
in summer league 

Salt Spring refereeing 
reached a new standard of 
play after a score-keeping 
scandal rocked the Summer 
Soccer League last week. 

"There was a controversy 
over the final score [in one 
match Monday], apparently 
the referee didn't have 
enough fingers. Team Nine 
thinks he should have had 11 
[fingers]," said league score
keeper Fraser Hope. 

Mike Davis' Team Nine 
was certain they'd scored six 
goals against Antonio 
Alonso's team on Monday, 
but a rookie referee scored 
the game at five goals 
apiece, Hope said. 

The tie allowed Alonso's 
Team Six to surge past 
Davis for control of the 
North Division after beating 
Jonathan Oldroyd's Team 
Seven by 9-6 Thursday. 

The league bas now 
implemented higher officiat
ing standards with the aim 
of avoiding future difficul
ties in the 1 0-team co-ed 
league, Hope noted. 

Alonso's team currently 
records two wins and a tie 
(2-0-1) with 21 goals for 
(GF), 15 goals against (GA) 
and seven points. 

Oldroyd's squad sits in 
second place in the North 
Division after a 7-6 win over 
Graham Tweddle's Team 10 
on Monday (2-1-0, GF 19, 
GA 20, 6 points). 

Team Davis slipped to 
third place in the North with 
their one draw (1-0-2, GF 
15, GA 12, 5 points), Sue 
King's Team Eight picked 
up a 6-5 win against Team 
10 for fourth place (1-1-1, 

GF 13, GA 14, four points) 
and Tweddle's gang have yet 
to post a win (0-4-0, GF 19, 
GA 27, nil points). 

After the second week of 
play, captain Chris (Dough) 
Jason led Team Three to the 
top of the South Division 
with a 5-2 win over Jesse 
Fisher 's Team Five on 
Thursday (2-0-1, GF 14, GA 
10, 7 points). 

Alvaro Sanchez's Team 
Two also beat Fisher's team 
by 5-4 Monday and notched 
a 6-5 win over Rainer 
Funk 's Team One on 
Thursday to create a tie 
between Fisher and Sanchez 
for second place in the South 
with six points each (Fisher, 
2-2-0, GF 14, GA 18; 
Sanchez, 2-1-0, GF 15, GA 
14). 

Mike Brown's Team Four 
beat Funk 5-3 Monday 
(Brown, 1-1-1 GF 15, GA 
14, 4 points; Funk, 0-3-0, 
GF 10, GA 15, nil points). 

Summer league teams 
play at 6 p.m. and 7:30p.m. 
Mondays and Thursdays at 
the high school upper field 
and at the middle school 
"Hydro" field. 

Games will likely move 
from the high school to Salt 
Spring Elementary within 
the next week, Hope said. 

"We'll need some strong 
bodies to move the nets." 

The move is necessary, 
though Hope noted it might 
make a strange sight to see 
the soccer nets trundle past 
Wmdsor Plywood. 

"If Mohammed won't 
move to the mountain, we'll 
have to move the mountain 
to Mohammed." 

Novice 3-D event slated 
The Salt Spring Rod and Gun Club will host a free 3-D 

archery competition for children and novice shooters on July 
20. 

"The event is open for children and adults who haven 't 
shot in a 3-D shoot before," said organizer Cliff Carey. 

Anyone interested in participating should register at 
the Rod 'and Gun Club before the 10 a.m. start time, he 
said. 

There is no maximum number of competitors or entry fee 
for the tournament but archers will need to bring their own 
bows and arrows unless they're club members. 

For more information about the event, contact Carey (537-
4584) or Peter McHardy (537-8317). 

bumped home Emily 
Rothwell and Natasha 
Cmajdalka, for a 7-5 tally 
after two. 

Other Wildcats with base 
hits in the game were Davies 
and Abby Rothwell , and 
everyone came across the 
plate at least once. 

The fifth inning provided a 
gem of humour when a pint
sized Dolphin tagged out the 
much-taller Megan Robinson 
coming into third base. 

Salt Spring and the 
Dolphins had each won two 
games in their previous four 
meetings. 

The Wildcats' season con
cluded completely with a 
pizza, cake and fun awards 
team party at Vesuvius 
Beach Thursday night, with 
all regular and "extra" team 
members in attendance. 

Sid 

McCAIN FROZEN 
Veggies 1kg bag 

SWANSON 
TV Dinners 280·376g 

OLD DUTCH 

"Anibas" Chips 300g 

POLARIS SPORTCAP 

Pure Spring Water 1 L btl +deP. 

TAIKOO GOLDEN 

Unrefined 11b pkg 

BIG FISH IN SMALL LAKE: Christopher and Kelsey 
Paproski jump into St. Mary Lake and swim to 
shore,while Vicky Dalziel takes a drier route back. 

FOODS 
i:J 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Enter to win a 

WASHER& 
DRYER 
courtesy of 

Unilever and 
Sidney Super Foods 

2.181b 
2.391b 
3.291b 

. 3.69 

. ..... 3.99 

3.89 
DELMONTE LAKELAND 

!Beans Margarine 907g pkg 2.17 
*C . GOLDSEAL 

OFD Pink Salmon 213g tin . . . J .19 
398ml tin CAMP PURE 

Maple Syrup 37sml btl 5.98 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 2, 2003 .a. A ... 

Locally 
owned and 
operated 

G SUPPLY 
ON 

SALTSPRING. I I 

Windsor 
Pl,wood 

Phone: 

537·5564 
FAX: 537 ·1207 

EXPERT ADVICE & TOP 
QUALITY SERVICE! 

• Doors and Windows • 
• Mouldings • Paints & Stains • 
• Power Tools • Dock Floats • 

• Hardwood & Laminate Flooring • 
• Lumber • 

• Roof Trusses • Plywood • 
• Insulation • Door shop on-site • 
• Engineered Wood Products • 

• And much more! • 

"Always a 
pleasure to 
serve oqr 

community!" 
STORE HOURS: 

Monday-Saturday ?am - 5:30pm 
Closed Sunday 
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OLYMPIANS: Seen at the 
Lady Minto Hospital extended 
care unit's annual sports day, 
from left, were: candystriper 
Stephanie McMahon helping 
with set-up; Rut h Douglas 
upsetting previous record by 
balancing 13 egg cartons; and 
Joanne Starke safe from the sun 
in hat and shades. 

Photos by Derrick Lundy 

Hospital foundation 
tourney runs July 12 

Even if people have never swung a golf club, they can still 
play in the Lady Minto Hospital Foundation's 12th-annual 
charity golf tournament and be eligible to win a fabulous 
prize. 

With a "Texas scramble" format, novice and serious 
golfers can all participate and support a great cause on 
Saturday, July 12 at the Salt Spring Golf and Country Club. 

As usual, local businesses are generously providing prizes 
for the tournament, with the biggest incentives being a 
$2,500 gift certificate from Mouat's for a hole in one and a 
trip for two from Salt Spring's Uniglobe Travel office, also 
for a hole in one. 

The tournament begins at 2:30 p.m. and will be followed 
by a buffet dinner and prize giving at 5:30. If you can't make 
it on Saturday, you can still participate - stop by the regis
tration tent on Friday, make a donation and turn in your 
score card to be eligible for a prize. 

Titled the "Hewitson Memorial," the tournament is named 
in memory of both Tash and Glenn Hewitson, who were 
long-time members of the local golf club and strong Hospital 
Foundation supporters. 

This year the tournament is being co-sponsored by 
Mouat's Trading Company and Branch #92 of the Royal 
Canadian Legion, who have made generous pre-tournament 
donations. The Hewitson family has also continued to sup
port the tournament. 

Proceeds will be used to purchase equipment for the hos
pital. 

Stars tout skills in final two games 
For pre-registration and more information, please call the 

foundation's office at 537-4845. 

Great fielding and strong 
batting wrapped up the Island 
Star Video girls' fast-pitch 
softball team's season. 

The team of 11- to 14-year
olds lost by only five runs in 
their final game on June 21 
against Central Saanich, 
showing off the skills learned 
this year in a tough division. 

According to team recorder 
Barb Robinson, getting hits 
for the Stars were Devon 
Craig, who also stole her way 
to home; Missy Caron; 
Brittany Oakley, whose line 
drive brought Rosalie 
Baldwinson home to score; 
Margo Milton; Baldwinson 
(who brought in Milton); 
Devin Miles ; Megan 
Robinson, who stole home 
with an impressive slide; and 

Colleen Hillis, who also stole 
home. 

Katy Haydon got her best 
hit of the season - out to cen
tre field, said Barb Robinson, 
but she was thrown out at sec
ond base on a questionable 
call. 

Out in the field, the Stars 
got two runners out at first in 
plays between pitcher Craig 
and Baldwinson at first base, 
and Craig caught a pop fly -
all in the first inning. 

Robinson said a Saanich 
player trying to steal second 
was also tagged out in an 
amazing third-inning play 
when backcatcher Megan 
Robinson threw the ball to 
Haydon playing second base. 

After the 13-8 game, coach 
Bill Miles said the players 

were showing good fielding 
skills and "getting those bats 
moving." 

Two days earlier, the Stars 
met a Duncan squad at 
Portlock Park, again losing by 
only six runs with~ 18-12 
tally. 

Stars got on the scoreboard 
in the second inning, when 
Katrina Villadsen walked and 
stole her way around to home, 
followed by Milton bringing 
in run number two. 

Oakley got on base with 
her third inning hit and was 
pushed around to home by a 
Megan Robinson hit and 
walks from Villadsen and 
Milton. 

Emily Rothwell's hit 
brought Robinson across the 
plate, and Caron's crack with 

52 golfers swarm the greens 
The Salt Spring Island 

Golf and Country Club host
ed its annual Ladies Field 
Day on June 21 to a full 
slate of 52 golfers. 

Thirty-five visiting golfers 
carne from 11 golf clubs. 

After a brief rain shower 
they enjoyed a sunny after
noon of golf followed by a 
BBQ dinner at the club
house. 

One highlight saw Salt 
Spring's own junior player, 
Brett Savin, tied with 
Yvonne Audette from Royal 
Oak, with a low net of 67. 

Mary Ann Skowronski 
from Pineridge won the low 
gross Salt Spring Insurance 

ESCAPE WATER TORTURE 
CALL US. 

JfsD 
~ 

S" CONTINUOUS GUTTERS 
SOFFITS • GUTTER GUARDS 

250.537.1501 

Trophy with a score of 83. 
Cindy Frampton of Mt. 

Brenton won second low 
gross, Susan Hughes of Mt. 
Brenton third, Marg Dion of 
Mt. Brenton fourth, Carole 
Jones of Crown Isle fifth and 
Melanie Iverson of Salt 
Spring sixth. 

Audette won the low net 
Island Savings Credit Union 
Trophy by retrogression and 
Savin then took second 
prize. 

Third low net went to 
Mona Coulter of Salt Spring, 
fourth was Louise 
McMurray of Cowichan, 
Janet Butler of Salt Spring 
fifth, Helen Schuckle of Mt. 

Brenton sixth, Mary Carlson 
of Prospect Lake seventh 
and Marie Hopkins of Salt · 
Spring eighth. · 

KPs went to Linda 
Woodley and Grace Murchie 
of Salt Spring, and Yvonne 
Audette of Royal Oak. 

Longest drive (low hcp) 
was won by Dora Reynolds 
of Salt Spring and (high 
hcp) Jean McCrea of 
Sunny dale. 

Net skins were won by 
Mary Ann Skrowronski, Pat 
Jones , McCrea, Joan Trill, 
Helen Schuckle and Cathy 
Chapman. 

Gross skins were won by 
Savin, Chapman and Dion. 

LANCER MEDICAL BUILDING 
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 

Call Wendy 250·537 ·5268 

the bat ensured the maximum 
five runs were scored by the 
Stars. 

The girls scored five more 
times in the fourth, with a 
Haydon single and a number 
of walks loading the bases, 
followed by a timely Craig 
hit. 

In defensive highlights, 
Devin Miles got two runners 
out while playing first base; 
and Megan Robinson suc
cessfully dove for a grounder 
and tossed the ball to Haydon 
for the third inning's first out. 

Barb Robinson noted that 
Villadsen "did a fantastic job 
catching her first whole 
game." 

Adam Davies also deserves 
kudos for his umpiring 
throughout the season. 

mday. Jaly 19ttt 
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Stolen Fields: 
Who owns the seeds 

on your land? -
Saskatchewan farmer 
Percy Schmeiser 

University of Guelph Associate 
Professor Ann Clark 

Author and local food system expert 
Dan Jason 

Three speakers on local food 
solutions and the threats to Canadian 

agriculture and our food 
systems by the bio-technology industry. 

ADMISSION BY DONATION 

Sunday, July 201hh 
11!,,!!:1!1 :,~0~!~!~;, 

Real Food Faire! 
Great Food 

Live Music • Art 
Speakers 

Demos· Fun 
Come for lunch! 

This family oriented community 
celebration is a joint effort of the 
Saltspringers for Safe Food, 

The Growing Circle Food Co-op, 
Island Natural Growers & 

Stowell Lake Farm. 

CELEBRATE 
LOCAL ABUNDANCE! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
MICHELLE GRANT 537-9634 

6771 OLDFIELD RD.@ KEATING X ., 
1-877-652-6979 www.sherwoodmarine.com 

'BUDGET CAR SALES VICTORIA 

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE: 
f"!lr !)ni"LTr•u~lr- ~!)ll!l~ 2224 Douglas St. Victoria 1-866-955·5353 


