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NAUTICAL VISIT: At right, Salt Spring youth get a 
big squeeze from Santa, while above, Pender piper 
Jim Dunlop helps welcome the annual Christmas 
Ship to the Ganges coast guard dock. Dozens of 
children met with Santa, who arrived here from 
Bellingham last Saturday evening. Photoby DerrdLundy 

Master rec plan 
awarded to Roy 

Victoria architect Alan Roy has been awarded the contract 
to· develop a master plan proposal for recreation lands on 
Rainbow Road. 

Salt Spring 's Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission 
(PARC) confirmed its choice at a special Monday afternoon 
meeting. 

The $26,500 contract covers preparation of a plan for the 
site next to Gulf Islands Secondary which is proposed to ini
tially contain an indoor swimming pool, with space allotted 
for possible future buildings. 

PARC operations manager Dave Gibbon said five good 
proposals were received. 

"Mr. Roy has been involved in other Capital Regional 
District projects, particularly the Sooke Aquatic Centre," 
said Gibbon. 

Although it is probably bigger than Salt Spring could 
build, said Gibbon, PARC members who toured the facility 
earlier this fall were impressed. 

An initial start-up meeting has been set for later this week, 
he said, with a public input process slated for January. 

Groups with an interest in seeing certain facilities built on 
the land - like local tennis, pool and gymnastics groups, 
and the library association - will be interviewed first. 

to you and your fam"ily, 
as you welcome the peace and joy 

of the Christmas Season 
into your home. 

We hope ,your holiday is filled with 
. -, i'/'comfort:-qnil joy 

'·" . '':Jf~'fi'.'f'--;]il~ :.}!' ' • -7[. ,;;_~-~;:;,,_ .• 

·"and thifwarmtli"' of good 

NEWS BEAT 

Jest Wishes 
fora 

Happy Holiday Seasott 
frot\t 

the new owners £ operators 
Leslie at1d Michele Jenson 

at1d the staff of 

Salt Springs Spa Resort 

Salt 
Spr1ngs 537-4111 
SPA RESORT 1460 N. Beach Rd. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Featuring Sling Seagrass chair, 
and so much more! 

1f · •Rattan •Linens •Wicker 
~ •Candles •Silk Plants •Room Accents 

&--:~P~TR~!o~D~A~ R!N!~ E 
4705 TRANS CANADA HWY #1 · 6404 METRAL DRIVE 
TOLL FREE: 1·877·748·1101 390·0310 

With all our 
best wishes 

for a Merry Christmas 

Barry, Barb, 
Jim, Bob & Rolf 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. 
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look forward to serving you in the New Year. 

Felicity 
Robinson 
537-2374 

Norman 
Rothwell 
537-5166 
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Patti 
Speed 

537-5515 

Darlene 
O'Donnell 
653-4386 

John 
Steele 

537-4606 

Carol 
Fowles 

537-5515 

Tom 
Navratil 

537-5515 

Anne 
Watson 

537-5515 

Henri 
Procter 

537-5515 

Myles 
Wilson 

537-7200 
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Source control deadline 
worries business owners 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

Ganges sewer "source 
control" regulations that 
come into effect January 1 
are keeping local plumbers 
busy, while some restaurant 
owners are still just plumb 
puzzled. 

Terry Owe n of Teddy 
Bear's Take-out keeps look
ing at his under-200-square
foot kitchen at the corner of 
Seaview Av enue and 
Fulford-Ganges Road won
dering where he 's going to 
add a 75-gallon grease
intercepting tank into his 
tiny operation - or pay for 
it. 

" I've been quoted as 
much as $6,000 and I'm just 
a little guy," said Owen. 

Any business hooked up 
to the Ganges sewer that 
discharges any fats, oils or 
grease (FOG) must comply 
with new Capital Regional 
District (CRD) regulations 
stipulating equipment need
ed to keep FOG out of the 
sewer system. 

Because Owen's business 
uses three 25-gallon sinks, 
he needs to install a 75-gal
lon holding tank. At present 
he has a five-gallon tank 
which he cleans out every 
two weeks. 

"As of January 1, many of 
us will be in breach of the 
bylaw," he said, referring to 

FOR THE 
RECORD 

There is no evidence of 
"incomplete accountin g 
practices" at the Salt Spring 
Island Monetary 
Founda tio n, contrary to 
what a story implied las t 
week. 

The phrase was used in 
reference to a stateme nt 
by fou ndat ion treas urer 
Bill Krebs that "a partial 
audit" had been conducted 
of the foundation's 
finances. 

However, the foundation 
is not obliged to conduct 
such an audit. 

various Ganges food-service 
providers. 

Drew Fafard is a CRD 
environmental science offi
cer who is also concerned 
about the bylaw, but from a 
different angle. 

Although he does not yet 
know how many establish
ments have done work to 
meet th e bylaw require
me nts in the past fe w 
months, only four, including 
Lady Minto Hospital, were 
in complete compliance at 
last check. 

Twenty-seven establish
ments - those that need a 
health permit for one reason 
or another - could be sub
ject to the regulations, said 
Fafard, although some, such 
as a gas station that simply 
sells pepperoni, could be 
exempt. 

If owners or operators of 
all 27 places would return 
the "self-assessment" forms 
distributed, Fafard's depart
ment would be able to better 
determine which ones need 
new grease interceptors. 

Those not returning the 
fo rms to the CRD by the 
e nd of this year will be 
issued a $500 "failure to 
self-assess" fine. 

Seven Ganges food ser
vice operations have not 
sent in forms. 

But, he added, "The ulti
mate goal is to get people in 
compliance, not to issue 
them fines." 

He pointed to the recent 
Ganges sewer plugging inci
dent attributed to a grease 
build-up. 

"The major component of 
this code is the protection of 
the sewer infrastructure for 

those exact reasons - [to 
avoid] blockage of sewers, 
overflows into storm drains 
or back-ups into food ser
vice operations or any type 
of building, really." 

But Owen said the size of 
the grease interce ptor 
required and related regula
tions simply lack "common 
sense" for some cases. 

" I t's a co mm on-s e nse 
issue here," he said, noting 
that he and the Beacon 
Av e nue McDonald 's in 
Sidney would need the 
same size of grease inter
ceptor. 

But what could be even 
worse in Teddy Bear's case 
is that the plumbing work 
could trigger a need for 
more expenses. If "grandfa
ther clauses" are bumped, 
Owen could have to upgrade 
to thicker drywall in the 
rented premises - and 
that 's just one example he 
can cite. 

He estimates the total co~t 
to deal with all the changes 
could cl imb as high as 
$20,000. 

"I' m not crying the 
blues," he said . ''I' m j ust 
upset ... It could conceiv
ably put us out of business," 
he said. 

New CRD source control 
rules were brought in 
January 1, 2000, and new 
establishments had to con
form to those standards. 
Existing businesses and insti
tutions were give n three 
years to come into compli
ance. 

Any busi ness operators 
still confused about the new 
reg ul ations can contact 
Fafard at 360-3 122. 

Dive crew rescued 
Salt Spring Coast Guard crews rescued 14 people off a 

dive boat in distress at the Pender bluffs Saturday. 
Crews aboard the Skua received a distress call from the 

35-foot dive boat Depth Charge just after noon when high 
winds blew out windows in the wheelhouse and the boat 
began to take on water. 

"Conditions were really rough. There was a six-to-eight
foot chop and winds were blowing about 40 miles per hour. 
It was pretty nasty," said officer in charge John Nilssen. 

The Skua nudged against the Depth Charge and rescue 
specialists plucked 12 divers and two crew members from 
the dive boat one at a time, he said. 

' 'They were pretty seasick and one crewman cut his hands 
when the window blew." 

They escorted the boat to its home port of Otter Bay where 
the boaters ~ere attended to my medical services. 

ENVIROHOME: Meror Krayenhoff stands with visiting officials inside Terra 
Firma Builder's rammed earth EnviroHome, which was opened up to the public 
last week. Only 10 projects a year earn the Canadian Home Builder's 
EnviroHome status in Canada. Photo by Derr;ck Lundy 

DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30 am I 11 :30 am I 3:30 pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am I 12:00 pm l 4:00 pm 

ilht.IJhi.XIShiii.diiJiii ili!IIA GANGE;, n~tnDuun • IV•uma!fuc nar11uur • r-on wa5hington 
Lyall Harbour • Telegraph Harbour • Miners Bay 

www.seairseaplanes.com 
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a:i The Tea Room 

Give the Gift of Health 
THE BENEFITS OF GREEN TEA INCLUDE: 

U cancer protection, cholesterol reduction, 
U protection against arteriosclerosis & coronary 

heart disease, 
U anti-inflammation & 

U enhanced mood and memory 

X-MAS TEA SALE 
U We carry 20 kinds of Green & White teas 

(including Organic) 

U We offer 10% discount on all bulk teas 
from now 'til Xmas 

U Check out our specials on teapots and cups 

EJGHT BRANCHES lwsrmrrE. 
OF ClAssiCAL CHIWESE MEbiCJWE 

Hea(ing Mind, Bodv and S1>irit 
Opposite the tour ist info rmation center 

124 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island .. BC. V8K I S8 
info@eightbranchesinstitute.com 

The Driftwood regrets the 
error. uwhen convenience and security matter:l:l 
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Financial commission looks at monetary foundation 
As a result of controver

sial pubLicity, the Salt 
Spring Island Monetary 
Foundation (SSIMF) is fac
ing further challenges with 
a review by the B.C . 
Financial Institutions 
Commission (FICOM). 

"We're trying to deter
mine what they are doing," 
said FICOM executive 
director of investigations 
Ken Fraser. 

As a provincial govern
ment agency, FICOM regu
lates the financial services 
and real estate industries to 
protect consumers, deposi
tors and policy-holders 
against improper market 
conduct or insolvency of a 
trust company, credit union 
or insurance company. 

"We administer statutes 
that provide regulatory 
rules for the protection of 
the public," Fraser said. 

The current FICOM 
review of the SSIMF will 
determine whether or not 
the local fundraising ven
ture needs to meet require
ments set out in the 
Financial Institutions Act, 
Fraser said. 

"We're simply looking at 
their operation to see if 
they fall under the legisla
tion. If they do we would 
make them come under 
compliance." 

Fraser said the agency 
began investigating the 
SSIMF after the Vancouver 
Sun printed a November 27 
story titled Trail of Money
Losers Leads to Island. 

The Sun article described 
10 years of unsuccessful 
speculative stock ventures 
promoted by SSIMF trea
surer William Krebs. 

Once a FICOM review 
was initiated, the Bank of 
Montreal closed its 
accounts with the SSIMF 
·until the investigation was 
completed. 

"Since there could be 
some change in the regis
tration of directors that 
have authority to dispense 
the funds raised, we believe 
it is best to c lose the 
accounts held by the foun
dation with BMO Bank of 
Montreal until the review 
and clarification on board 
members are completed," 
said customer service man-

ager Laura Green in a letter 
to the SSIMF. 

In an interview Monday, 
Krebs said that FICOM had 
no concerns with any finan
cial impropriety and that 
investigators appeared 
helpful during their review 
of the monetary founda
tion. 

"The commission has no 
concerns with me specifi
cally and no issues with 
management [of the 
SSIMF] generally," he said. 
"They only did a review 
because there was a lot of 
press coverage on it. 

"[Investigator David 
Campbell] has included in 
his report that the Salt 
Spring Dollars program 
appears to be very valuable 
to the community," Krebs 
added. 

During a telephone inter
view with FICOM, 
Campbell confirmed his 
comments about the valu
able nature of the Salt 
Spring Dollars program. 

"My only concern is that 
the dollar is adequately 
supported," Campbell said. 

His preliminary report 

Adult school funds chopped 
School board trustees 

learned they will not receive 
funds to match the number of 
adult students in the Gulf 
Islands School District this 
year. 

They might be entitled to 
more ministry money in the 
future, but it will be more dif
ficult to access that funding. 

There are currently 98 full
time-equivalent (FTE) adult 
students (based on eight cours
es) in the Gulf Islands but the 
district is only funded for 64 
FTE, announced secretary
treasurer Rod Scotvold at the 
board meeting December 4. 

This situation leaves the 
district $136,000 short of 
funds after the Ministry of 
Education provides $255,000 
for adult education programs. 

Though the ministry will 
not alter the fundi ng enrol
ment cap this year, underuti
lized funding will be redis
tributed based on enrolment 
in December 2003, noted cur
riculum branch director 
Bobbi Plecas. 

On a positive note, funding 
will increase from $4,000 per 
full-time adult student to 
$4,600 for the 2004/2005 
school year. But the funding 
process will change so that 
districts receive 50 per cent of 
funds upon enrolment and 50 
per cent upon successful 
completion of each course. 

District superi ntendent 
Wendy Herbert noted that 

LOG BUILDING 
• Scribed or Chinked 

• Cabins 
• Outbu ildings 

• Homes 

CHAINSAW WORK 
• Falling 

• Bucking/limbing 
• Topping 

• Alaska (chainsaw) 
Milling (timbers) 

HORSE LOGGING • 
Tonio Bachrach 

432 Vesuvius Bay Rd. 
messa es 1·800·576·5887 

staffing for ad ult programs 
will be difficult as a result of 
the new funding formula. 

"If we get 60 students, we 
can only afford to staff for 
half based on enrolment," she 
said. 

"That means we may get a 
student who can benefit 
immensely from a course but 
they might not have the ability 
to pass and we will take a hit 
as a resu lt of it," said Salt 
Spring trustee Charles 
Hingston. 

After a query about partial 
student success by trustee 
Judith Boel, Scotvold clarified 
that the district wou ld sti ll 
receive course comple tion 
funding for one course if a 
student only completed one of 
two courses started. 

But Scotvold was puzzled 
over ministry intentions to 
freeze funding for adult stu
dent enrolment in the 
2002/2003 year and red is
tribute numbers for the 
2003/2004 year. 

Though some districts are 
not able to meet enrolment 
caps, districts such as the Gulf 
Islands have comparatively 
large numbers of adult stu
dents, Scotvold said. 

In the past, underutilized 
funding was redistributed to 
districts with excess students. 

"Generall y, the numbers 
balance out," noted education 
ministry spokesperson Chris 
Askew. 

"Anything above the cap is 
un funded;' Askew said. "Next 
year there will be redistribu
tion. This year is status quo," 
she said. 

"It was our anticipation that 
they would continue to redis
tribute enrolment caps," 
Scotvold said. "I contacted 
(the mi nistry prior to the 
school year) and they j ust 
indicated that they were look
ing at it." 

Consequently, the district 
encouraged enrolment instead 
of turni ng dow n adult stu
dents' applications. 

"It was a gamble. If we start 
saying we won' t take adults, 
we could get in a position 
where we can 't get those 
numbers," he noted. 

It's disappointing to wait 
until next year to see funding 
that will match enrolment, he 
said 

"I still think in the long 
term it will benefit the dis
trict." 

REGINALD HILL WATERFRONT 

I ,997 sq. ft. home, situated on 1.19 acres. Southwest 
exposure, 180° views! South Salt Spring Island. 

$650,000 
FOR SALE BY OWNER. 653-4 150 

www.nortecmarine.com/nilsson.html 

has been sent to the legal 
department for an opinion 
and the investigation is still 
ongoing, he said. 

While the FICOM review 
could determine that the 
monetary foundation is out
side its mandate, the agen
cy could invoke a "cease 
and desist" order or require 
the SSIMF to get business 
authorization needed to 
maintain a deposit busi
ness. 

But even if FICOM 
investigators issue a "cease 
and desist" order as part of 
a worst-case scenario, the 
foundation could still 
restructure its operations to 
move outside the legisla
tion, Fraser said. 

"Our primary concern is 
that they have not been act
ing as a deposit business," 
he added. 

According to the 
Financial Institution Act, 
deposit businesses receive 
money that is repayable on 
demand, after notice, on 
the expiry of a specified 
term, or at intervals during 
a specified term. 

The definition of a 

deposit business is not 
affected by whether or not 
the client or institution 
receives gains, profits or 
dividends from the transac
tion. 

Any deposit business in 
B.C. must have business 
authorization issued to 
trust, deposit and insurance 
businesses. 

"All deposit-taking orga
nizations must have deposit 
insurance or capital bal
ances and fulfill reporting 
requirements that include 
filing of financial state
ments," Fraser said. 

Deposit businesses in 
B.C. are prohibited unless 
conducted by a bank, trust 

GIVE ME A CALL 

company, credit union or 
loan corporation governed 
by the Trust and Loan 
Companies Act (Canada). 

The continuing FICOM 
· investigation will involve 

talking to SSIMF directors 
to get an idea of what ' s 
going on, Fraser noted. 

"We' II look at the legis
lation and how they're car
rying on business and com
pare the definition." 

Review findings by the 
investigator will then be 
handed over to a legal team 
for a final decision, said 
Fraser. 

"We should hope it 
would be over in the next 
couple of weeks." 

SO, YOU THINK YOU KNOW THE GULF ISLANDS? 

IdentifY the mystery location below and you could ... 

Win a trip to Vancouver! 
Trip includes return airfare to Downtown Vancouver via Harbour Air Seaplanes and accommodations 

at the luxurious Delta Vancouver Suites Hotel. Fill out the form and drop it off at either of the 
Q, . Salt Spring Roasting Co. locations shown below. 

~--- ---------
LOCATION 

GUESS: 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: 

PHONE#: 

POSTAL CODE: 

II Drop off your entry at 
SALT SPRING ROASTING CO. 
Roasters at Ganges 
Roasters at Fulford 

reb 
ACCO~~~~~~~~~~ DE L T A 

-,Ol-,-,,.-.,-ES,-RVA-TIO-NS_l_c_-88c:_::8-:_c66=-:J·=,88:;c11 VAN~T~~~~TES 

9:3oam Sat, 1:3opm Sun 
Depart Vancouver 
3:15pm Mon·Fri, 9:ooam Sat, 2:oopm Sun 

TO VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
Depart Ganges 

";"'·B•+•+*M·Hi 
8:3oam Mon-Fri , 3:3opm Da il y, 9:3oam Sat-Sun 

Depart Vancouver Airport 
8:ooam Mon·Fri, 3:oopm Daily, 9:ooam Sat-Sun 

RT 
Depart Ganges 
9:3oam Daily, 3:3opm Daily 

Depart Vancouver Airport 
9:ooam Da ily, 3:oopm Da ily 

1-8oo -66 s-o212 o r 
vancouver v1ctona nanaimo gulf queen prmce 

1slands charlottes rupert 



CJULt· J)I:"AI'\ID)- DKit" 1-V\lUO U N~c-w-s-B_c_A_r V\7EUNt5DAY;""UtLt"IVIB-El C rts;-zUOL .A- .K:f-----, 

Stewardship group, PARC wrangle over Cusheon parcel 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

Members of a group con
cerned about Cusheon Lake 
water quality are feeling 
excluded from a process 
that could see the Parks, 
Arts and Recreation 
Commission (PARC) end 
up with a two-year lease of 
Crown land adjacent to the 
lake. 

The Cusheon Lake 
Stewardship Committee 
(CLSC) of the Beddis and 
Cusheon Lake Area 
Residents Association 
wants all measures taken to 
protect the lake, which sup
plies water to some 250 
families or eight per cent of 
Salt Spring's population. 
CLSC had hoped to dis
suade PARC from acquiring 
use of the land. 

PARC chair Bill Curtin 
said his group wants to 
ensure the 18-hectare (47-
acre) parcel, which is the 
only undeveloped property 
around Cusheon Lake and 
comprises 20 per cent of 
the lake ' s shoreline, isn't 
lost to First Nations land 
claims or any prov incial 
government Crown lands 
sell-off. 

PARC envisions the lands 
as part of a connecting trail 
network on the island and 
an alternate lake access for 
the public, although the 
exact details on use have 
not been worked out, said 
Curtin. 

CLSC would like to see 
the parcel left in its current 
natural state for maximum 

protection of the watershed 
and as outlined in the Salt 
Spring Island Official 
Community Plan (OCP). 

Wayn e Hewitt of the 
CLSC said that following 
his group's allotted five
minute presentation at the 
November 25 PARC meet
ing, it was assumed more 
dialogue would occur at a 
PARC parks planning com
mittee meeting. 

After CLSC member 
Tom Galvin spoke 
November 25, Curtin halted 
the question-and-answer 
flow, noting a parks plan
ning committee meeting 
was the place for "spirited 
discussion" on the issue. 

While Hewitt was 
informed about the 
December 9 parks planning 
committee meeting, when 
he and others arrived , no 
opportunity was given for 
the back-and-forth dialogue 
they desired. The Cusheon 
Lake item was deferred to 
the next meeting. 

Hewitt also said he 
learned PARC had resub
mitted its lease application 
in amended form on 
November 29 via Capital 
Regional District senior 
land agent Gary Hinde , 
who is handling the paper
work. 

Hewitt interprets that as 
indicating PARC has no 
interest in gathering more 
public input or considering 
a withdrawal of the applica
tion. 

Curtin said PARC has 
received ample documenta-

tion from CLSC and that 
th e stewardship group 
wanted to go over the same 
information at the 
December 9 parks planning 
committee meeting. 

"They wanted to come 
and do it all over again ," he 
said. As for collecting their 
input, Curtin said, "We feel 
we've done that." 

He also said full commu
nity discussion about the 
land's use can occur after 
PARC gets the lease. 

"Then we really will 
have the commission sit 
down with all the stake 
holders and call in the 
groups and try to get 
together a short-term man
agement plan." 

But Hewitt, his wife 
Doreen Hewitt and CLSC 
member< Betty Kirk don ' t 
understand why PARC 
won't wait and determine 
the best choice of lease
holder for the property or 
even have a round-the-table 
discussion with them. 

"We just want to be 
resource people," said Kirk. 
"We can save them a lot of 
trouble and taxpayers ' 
money if they would liaise 
with us ." 

At the heart of the dis
agreement is CLSC's posi
tion that doing anything 
except protecting the area is 
contrary to the OCP, which 
states: "The Trust 
Committee will support 
applications by conserva
tion agencies such as the 
Islands Trust Fund Board to 
acquire [the parcel] for 

Land 'ownership' discussed 
in lost 1953 timber fmn letter 

The Cusheon Lake 
Crown lands parcel which 
is the subject of a contro
versy between Parks and 
Rec and the Cusheon 
Lake Stewardship 
Committee (CLSC) has 
an interesting history. 

It was gran ted to the 
province by a timber firm 
called the Powell River 
Company Limited in 
1953, which wanted it to 
remain in community 
hands for use as a public 
park. Because Salt Spring 
had no local government 
at the time, the provincial 
gove rnm ent was co nsid
ered the nex t best e nti ty 
for accepting the lands. 

Way ne H e wi tt o f t he 
CLSC said a hand-written 
letter confirm ing the log
g in g c omp a ny's inte n
t io ns fo r the l a nd i s 
believed to ex ist --;- a nd 

anyone knowing where 
that letter may be found 
is asked to contact the 
Driftwood. 

A covenant stipulating 
that the property would 
be donated to the 
province " only for so 
long as they might con
tinue to be used for the 
purposes of a public 
park" is registered on the 
title. 

If the lands cease to be 
used for the public for 
more than two years at a 
time, they would revert to 
th e g r a ntor , s tates the 
covenant. 

Hewitt said the Powell 
River Company 's eventu
a l s uccessor i s N o rske 
Skog Canada - meaning 
that if the land is cl osed 
to public use as outlined 
in the covenant , it could 
technically end up in the 

"ACREAGE & WATERFRONT" 

13 LEVEL ACRES, SUB-DIVIDABLE, 2 BDRM 
WELL MAINTAINED HOME, PRIVATE & NATURE GALORE 

.2.222.~,~~~~~~,(UNITY@ $749,000 GIL MOUAT 
ROYAL LEPAGE Office/Res. (250) 537-4900: Fax: (250) 537-9272 Toll Free: 1·800·537-4905 
-1111111111111111111111 #1101 -115 FuHord Garl)es Rd, SSI, B.C. V8K 2T9 email gmouat@saHspring.com 

hands of Norske Skog. 
The land also contains a 

private right-of-way from 
the 1950s registered to 
ensure then-landowner 
Joseph Lautman had access 
between two disconnected 
parcels he owned on either 
side of the Crown land. 

With the right-of-way 
registered on the property 
titl es, current owners still 
have access rights , notes 
Hewitt . 

watershed protection" and 
that "[Land andWater B.C. 
Inc .] is urg ed not to 
approve licences, leases or 
sale of the Crown land 
adj acent to Cusheon Lake 
for uses that would increase 
development or activity .. . 
and is encouraged to 
approve applications to 
conserve that land for com
munity watershed protec
tion." 

The 1990 Salt Spring 
Crown Lands Use Coalition 
report also recommended 
the parcel "should remain 
undeveloped and preserved 
in its natural state for the 
benefit of the 200-plus fam
ilies who use Cusheon Lake 
for their domestic needs." 

An Islands Trust March 
2001 report on Salt Spring 
Crown lands confirmed the 
parcel is " an important 
community water supply 
area" and "an important 
watershed and wetland for 
wildlife." 

In PARC's own 1992 
master plan, the parcel is 
recommended for holding 
by the Islands Trust Fund 

Board or Provincial Parks. 
The property is accessi

ble to and used for enjoy
ment by the publi c now, 
which is fin e , say the 
Hewitts and Kirk, but more 
use through trail develop
ment should not be encour
aged. 

But Curtin feels PARC 
and CLSC actually want 
the same thing. 

"We want to make sure 
that watershed area is pro
tected for the community 
and that if anybody is going 
to have stewardship it 
should be a community 
group. Somebody had to do 
it so it didn ' t become part 
of a land claims settlement 
or get logged," he said. 

"We want to make sure 
somebody in the communi
ty speaks up and says ' it 
stays here."' 

While PARC 's Crown 
lands lease applicati o n 
states its purpose as "park 
and public trail access to 
lake," Curtin said , "the 
lakeshore isn ' t suitable for 
access. The most we would 
do is put an observation 

BERT BEITEL 
Mortgage Specialist 

PH/FX: 250-653-2328 
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Go New Zealand 
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and golf courses. 
fr. $265 t per week 

1-800-663-2592 
+SPEND WINTER IN THE SUN ON THE GOLD COAST + 

platform there . . . so peo
ple can look at waterbirds 
and the shoreline." 

But for the CLSC, even 
creating a public trail 
threatens the lake's water 
quality through more nutri
ent loading.' 

"You are going to have to 
remove soil, trees and salal 
- and that adds to the 
phosphorus in the lake," 
explained Doreen Hewitt. 

The Ministry of Water, 
Land and Air Protection 
has also applied for regis
tration of a "map reserve" 
notation on the same land's 
title on behalf of CLSC . 
The notation would act as 
an early-warning system of 
any contemplated changes 
to the land's status. 

The Beddis Waterworks 
District also passed a 
motion in support of the 
CLSC's position at its 
December 2 annual general 
meeting. 

NATURAL GOODNESS .. ' 

EMbE _BAk~RY 
-~-~ 

~~-

This week at Embe we have our 
Famous Hikers bread on speciaL 
Our cocktail sausage rolls & mini 
quiche are also a Holiday Favourite. 
We are also featuring our Roasted 
Red Pepper Buns, made with 
spices, corn meal and of course, 
roasted red peppers & olive oiL 

~::~s-............ $ 2~~~ 
Mini Cocktail &t$200 
Sausage Rolls ... . 

~~~hes ........ ~'-$2°0 
Roasted 

~~~te_p~e~ _ ... _ ~t175 
You can place your 
Holiday orders now, 

24 hrs. a day at 537-5611 
r drop in at the foot of the hill. 

Our fine selection of 
!christmas & Holiday favourites! 

are now available: 1 

Drop by and enjoy. 

~-..:. 

JOY 
LOVE 
PEACE 

We hope your 
holiday is enriched 

with these same 
treasured gifts. 
Thanks for your 

kindness and 
support. 

FROM ALL OF US 
AT THE EMBE BAKERY 

Open De'c. 27 
regular hours 

~__. 
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TWO SISTERS AND A FRIEND: Sisters Kat Hamilton, left, and Jen Quesnel take a break outside the 
Moka House in Ganges with their friend "Malibu." PhatabyDerrickLundy 

Norwalk confirmed·on Salt Spring 
A particularly aggressive 

"Norwalk-like" virus made 
its presence known on Salt 
Spring this week, assault
ing a Christmas staff party 
and visiting Lady Minto 
Hospital. 

A food-borne illness , 
transmitted via the stool of 
infected individuals, usual
ly through deficient hand
washing, the virus causes 
the usual flu symptoms 
over a two-day period. 

Bill Johnston, a 
Vancouver Island Health 
Authority environmental 
health officer, was work
ing with Ross McLeod of 
Salt Spring Roasting Co. 
on Tuesday morning to 
determine if the estimated 
25 people at an 80-person 
Saturday staff party who 
became ill the next day 
had indeed contracted a 
Norwalk virus. 

Because of the virus' 
recent appearance in the 
Capital Region, and 
because such a variety of 
food was eaten by afflicted 
people at the catered event 
to rule out food poisoning, 
McLeod said Johnston is 
assuming the Norwalk 
virus is to blame. 

"Bill said three banquets 
in Victoria were hit last 
week, so it's kind of con
sistent with what is hap 
pening in the area," said 
McLeod. 

All it takes is one person 
not washing his or her 
hands after going to the 
bathroom for the virus to 
start spreading. 

"Unlike the Asian flu 
that we are used to : . . it is 
so much more aggressive 
and communicable, and 
whenever you have a large 
gathering of people in one 

spot that's a perfect place 
for it to breathe," he said. 

Because the party took 
place at Roasting Co.'s 
new Fulford restaurant, 
McLeod said the premises 
were voluntarily closed 
and washed from top to 
bottom with a bleach solu
tion. 

Also following a guide
line that people with the 
virus should not return to 
work until 48 hours after 
their last symptoms, 
McLeod said the restau
rant's staffing capacity was 
strained by the number of 
people sick. They there
fore chose to remain 
closed at least through 
Wednesday. 

Karen Davies, manager 
of client care for the 
southern Gulf Islands, said 
Tuesday that Lady Minto 
had treated four people 

Police seeking boat 'vandals' 
Salt Spring RCMP 

received calls about untied 
boats, issued tickets for driv
ing infractions and respond
ed to a motor vehicle acci
dent over the weekend. 

Pol ice are investigating 
reports that two unidentified 
people untied five boats at 
Centennial Dock and left 
them to drift towards shore 
around 9 a.m. Sunday. 

Anyone with information 
regarding this incident is 
requested to contact the local _ 
detachment (537-5555) or 
Crimes toppers. 

Also on Sunday, an 
islander received an $86 

RCMP 
REPORT 
ticket at 3:30 p.m . when he 
was observed driving a 
Chevrolet Malibu along 
Jackson arid Rainbow Road 
with switched licence plates 
in the window of his vehicle. 
The driver also received a 
warning regarding incom
plete insurance paperwork 
and the vehicle was left 
parked. 

Another local driver 
received a $115 speeding 
ticket at 5:20 p.m. Sunday 

when he left a parking lot 
without stopping at a stop 
sign and then accelerated 
well in excess of the posted 
limit toward Ganges. 

Police were also notified 
of a motor vehicle accident 
which occurred on Stark 
Road at approximately 4:30 
p.m. Saturday. 

Apparently the driver of a 
1991 Chevrolet S 10, who 
had borrowed the vehicle, 
swerved while attempting to 
avoid a deer and went off the 
road and down an embank
ment. There were no injuries 
and the accident is still 
under investigation. 

t0JI}· ~CVOIDME TWO 
\ 2 BOOKSTORE if ,.] a a;r1•1;1 .Z.''*'·f1 .. 6 .,.],.+ i ,, ;'·1''tl: , .] 3; at~':'&*. 
~- Give Volumes of Joy . 
---~ this Christmas! ~-

. • Relax & Enjoy Affordable Shopping ~ 
Books/Calendars/Charts · 

• Something for Everyone 

A Very Merry Christntas To All! 
Dockside Mouats Mall 537-9223 

with the virus, as well as 
five of its staff members . 

While the virus has 
recently garnered more 
media attention due to its 
appearance in high-profile 
places such as cruise ships, 
Davies said, Norwalk 
viruses are not unusual and 
can be contained. 

"These types of virus 
are common occurrences 
and we are managing the 
issue well," she said. "We 
are taking extra precau
tions but nothing extraor
dinary." 

"It's throughout the 
community as well," she 
added, "and not only ours 
but in other places." 

In order to minimize 
potential contact with the 
virus, Davies urges people 
to wash their hands thor
oughly and avoid large 
crowds. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

· Director rejects 
pre-approved 

• pay Increase 
Salt Spring's new 

regional director won't be 
getting the 77 per cent 
raise the previous Capital 
Regional District (CRD) 
board had approved for 
his position. 

Gary Holman moved an 
amendment to the CRD's 
remuneration bylaw at the 
board meeting la st 
Wednesday, meaning his 
salary would remain at 
the 2002 level of $9,393 
plu s $4,696 in expenses 
(with a small cost-of-liv
ing adjustment) for the 
coming year. 

The board voted in 
favour of Holman 's 
motion . 

Holman said that 
although he supports the 
general intent of the 
bylaw, he did not want to 
approve the remuneration 
increase before his posi
tion had even begun. 

" I said I supported the 
merits of the original 
bylaw but wanted to give 
it a year for the communi
ty and myself to see what 
the job is worth," he said. 

If the remuneration 
bylaw had passed una
mended , Holman would 
have been entitled to 
$16,667 per year plus an 
$8,333 expense 
allowance. 

A substantial raise for 
the CRD's three electoral 
area directors -- serving 
Salt Spring, the southern 
Gulf Islands and Juan de 
Fuca -- had been pro
posed by committees of 
the previous board. 

The rationale is that 
electoral area directors 

have broader responsibili
ties and must attend more 
meetings. 

Alternate CRD direc
tors are also entitled to 
$52 and a $25 expense 
allowance for attending 
meetings. 

The CRD board also 
approved its 2003 prelim
inary budget of 
$128,447 ,920, which 
includes a 7.05 per cent 
region-wide increase over 
last year. 

Holman said the new 
board, which inherits the 
budget from its predeces
sor, expressed some con
cerns about the hike. 

He suggested those 
could result in a reduction 
by the time the final bud
get is passed in March . 

Mafalda Hoogerdyk 
Insurance Advisor 

Access Canada's 
Top Insurance Firms 

•Life Insurance 
•Critical Illness 

•Long Term Care 
•Disability 

•Office Overhead 

Call today 
537-1730 
Located across from 

Bank of Montreal 

Even though our offices and call centres 

are closed on December 25, 26, and 

January 1, 2003, our emergency crews will 

be on hand 24 hours a day to keep your 

holiday bright. In the event of an emergency, 

call 1 888 POWERON (1 888 769-3766). 

Call centres will also be closing early on 

December 24 and 31. For general inquiries 

call 1 800 BCHYDRO (1 800 224-9376) 

between 7 am and 5:30 pm. 

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday. 

BChgdro 
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Island girl gives music to Cuba during school trip 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

A Salt Spring student ful
filled the dreams of a tal
ented young Cuban musi
cian when she gave him her 
own trombone while visit
ing his impoverished coun
try on a recent high school 
field trip. 

Band and choir students 
from Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS) 
visited Cuba to perform at 
local schools and tour cul
tural sites December 2-9. 

And while playing in 
Havana, they met three 
local young musicians and 
performed together on sev
eral occasions. 

"One of the highlights of 
the trip was their ability to 
incorporate three different 
students and play so well," 
said GISS music teacher 
Bruce Smith. 

The augmented GISS 
jazz band and choir even 
played at a top-notch jazz 
cafe. 

"After hearing us at our 
first performance, the 
owner said we could play, 
as long as we included the 
three Cubans," Smith 
laughed. 

The borrowed trumpet 
player was on par with the 
best players in Canada, he 
said. 

"To have a kid like that in 
your band raises the ability 
of everyone through the 
roof." 

Along with 17-year-old 
trumpet virtuoso, Uri, the 
GISS jazz band s-tudents 
also got to play with two 
18-year-old trombone play
ers, Jose and Junior. 

One night, the islanders 
watched the young Cubans 
open for a professional jazz 
band. 

"They played Miles 
Davis in a way that would 
have blown away Charlie 
Parker," Smith said. 

At first the islanders were 
a little intimidated by the 
top-rate abilities of the 
Cuban teenagers but, even 
though they were divided 
by a language barrier, the 
two -groups became fast 
friends. 

"They were awkward for 
the first 30 minutes; after 
that there was an instant 
connection." 

But Smith was shocked 
by the condition of the 
Cubans' musical instru
ments. 

"We went down there 
taking for granted that we 
have instruments that work. 
They had instruments that 
looked like they'd found 
them in a dumpster and 
they made them sound gor
geous." 

Jose in particular, had a 
trombone held together 
with white electrical tape 
that would only move to the 
third position. 

"Seeing that instrument 
was a slap in your face." 

Within the first few days, 
the students had seen 
poverty exemplified by 
ancient vehicles and run
down buildings, Smith said. 

They also endured bad 
food, harassment by street 
vendors at tourist sites and 
a lack of comfortable sani
tation facilities, even in 
their posh resort accommo
dations. 

But the immediacy of 
meeting talented musicians 
who were restricted by 

Hannah Munro with new trombone 

inadequate instruments gav.e 
the islanders a real lesson in 
poverty, he said. 

After a discussion about 
dreams with the Salt Spring 
students one evening, Jose 
indicated he would rather 
have a new trombone than 
go to Canada, as another 
musician had suggested. 

And 14-year-old Hannah 
Munro decided they needed 
to give him a trombone. 

"We knew that he would
n't get a new one. It's really 
hard to find and expensive 
there," Munro said. 

Smith spoke with her 

Photo by Mitchell Sherrin 

about fundraising on Salt 
Spring and sending a trom
bone down, but Munro 
wanted to act immediately. 

"I didn't have to think 
about it," she said. 

On their last day in 
Havana before returning to 
Canada, the GISS students 
called Jose to meet them at 
the beach. 

"We had already said 
goodbye and he was 'gig
ging' on the other side of 
Cuba the night before. He 
had just finished travelling 
on a bus all night long and 
it was around 11 a.m. when 
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he arrived," said Smith. 
When Hannah gave him 

her own trombone, the 
young man almost cried, 
Smith said. 

"He would open up the 
case, look at it and he 
wouldn't even touch it," 
Munro said. "And then he 
would go and open the case 
and stroke it." 

When Jose left the beach 
with his new trombone, Smith 
saw police stop the man and 
check the instrument. 
· "It was heart-wrenching 

to know that he might not 
get it home." 

Segregation between 
tourists and locals was such 
that any Cubans in the area 
were suspected thieves, he 
said. 

Previously, the islanders 
had invited the three young 
men back to their hotel to 
come swim in the pool and 
the Cubans were astounded. 

"It was amazing for the 
kids to see that. It's like the 
'blacks at the back of the 
bus' thing," Smith said. 

The islanders were treat
ed like royalty when they 
went to perform at schools. 

"We got the kind of 
reception Celine Dion 
would get. They started 
clapping and it was awe-

_some clapping." 
GISS choir member 

Jekka Mack recalled anoth
er visit to a schooL 

"They were all in military 
outfits and they met us in a 
line on either side and 
clapped for us as we came 
in. It was weird." 

But overall, it was an 
amazing trip, she said 

"It was altogether an awe
some experience. They live 
and breathe music all the 
time there; it's everywhere." 

A highlight of the trip for 
her was hearing the GISS jazz 

band play at the fancy club 
with Uri, Jose and Junior. 

"It was cooL It was a very 
suave place, black and 
shiny. I think our band did 
really well in such a top
notch place." 

And anyone lucky 
enough to find a seat at the 
school's sold-out Christmas 
concert at ArtSpring 
Monday can attest to the 
energy, enthusiasm and 
sophistication of the GISS 
jazz band and choir. 

During the performance, 
Smith told the audience 
about Munro's generous 
gesture and presented her 
with a replacement trom
bone to match her gift. 

Asked how her parents 
had responded when she 
returned home and told 
them she'd given away her 
instrument, Munro said: 

"They were, like, so total
ly cool with it." 

LET US MAKE UP A BASKET 

burt's bees· 

FOR BABY FOR 
EVERYBODY 

FOR CHRISTMAS 
Mon.-Sat. 8:30am-5:30pm Sundays 10am-5pm Harbour Bldg. 537-5551 
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There is a Christmas 
How confusing must the mixture of messages be for a 

Canadian child today at Christmas time. The message of 
Christmas is a simple and good one, yet OJ.!r fears threaten to 
tum it into something cold and impersonal, or worse, a protest. 

One couldn't blame a child for questioning the truth of the 
event today, just as young Virginia did about Santa Claus many 
years ago. Her question ·led to a famous editorial in the New 
York Sun that reassured her that Santa Claus lives on in the 
spirit of the occasion. 

The spirit of Christmas survives more than a century later, 
having overcome what the Sun described as the skepticism of a 
skeptical age. Today it must survive the cynicism of a cynical 
age, and the fear of giving offence, a sentiment that serves only 
to stifle the expression of opinion and creative spirit. 

Only cynicism could prompt the erection of a highway bill
board proclaiming th_at Christmas is a time when the worst of 
humanity's traits hold sway. And only the fear of giving 
offence could remove the Christian connection to a 2,000-year
old celebration. 

Granted that the spirit of receiving is often stronger than that 
of giving at Christmastime, when the finest and most desirable 
of goods are paraded temptingly before our eyes. And granted, 
too, that there are many among us who do not share the 
Christian heritage that spawned this event. 

But there is more to Christmas than wishing for the sparkling 
array of riches in the store windows. And there is nothing 
amiss with celebrating a religious occasion that is all about 
goodness, love, generosity and devotion, and inviting the par
ticipation of adherents of other religions as well. 

Christmas is what we make of it. Christmas presents us with 
an opportunity to celebrate the best in all of us. Christmas can 
remind us of the joy that can accompany the spirit of giving. 

Better a celebration than a protest. Better a time for sharing 
in the spirit of the event than for extracting its very essence. 
Yes, Virginia, there is a Christmas. 

Banning hunting would just make life easier for yahoos, 
By KEITH NEWMAN 

Boy, are there a lot of holes in 
the arguments I'm hearing against 
hunting. 

First, a lot of those "alleged" 
gunshots in the middle of the 
night are vehicles backfiring . If 
you haven't noticed yet, the island 
beater is an institution on Salt 
Spring, and a VW van backfiring 
can be heard a mile away. 

Secondly, who says these peo
ple actually hearing gunshots are 
hearing a "big bad mean hunter" 
shooting at a deer in the middle of 
the night? Chances are most of the 
gunfire heard after dark is caused 
by local chicken farmers (who are 
almost as numerous as deer) dis
patching marauding raccoons. 

Now certainly there are illegal 
hunting incidents happening on 
Salt Spring and I would like to 

VIEW 
POINT 

think it is off-islanders. But locals 
are to blame too, I'm sure. 

Realistically though, this makes 
us no different than any other 
rural area in Canada. People break 
the law wherever you go. This 
should be the issue here, not ban
ning hunting. 

There is a certain faction of 
every society that I like to refer to 
as "yahoos." These yahoos are 
individuals or small groups with 
no regard for laws, rules or indeed 
their fellow man! They know the 
laws well enough, though; they 
have to if they're going to work 
outside them all the time. Only 
good enforcement will stop them. 

Banning hunting will not stop 
them , it's just another rule to 
ignore! 

People speed and even street 
race yet we don't ban driving cars. 

People illegally keep fish, but 
we don't completely ban all fish
ing. 

Why? Because it wouldn't 
make sense! 

I know dozens of very responsi
ble individuals on Salt Spring 
who hunt. Some of them are fire
men, RCMP officers, profession
als, etc. These people are out there 
observing. They are our eyes and 
ears during the hunting season 
and they are participating legally 
in providing for their families. We 
take these people out of the mix 
and it's that much easier for 
yahoos, not hunters, to do what 
they want because there are fewer 
people to see them. The problems 

are being caused by people doing 
things that are illegal. Do you 
think they will stop if there is a 
total ban on hunting? Of course 
not. I can hear them laughing now 
because we just made their law
breaking activities easier, and the 
responsible individuals who hunt 
on Salt Spring are the ones that 
will be hurt instead. 

I£ you want to write a letter to 
someone who may help, write to 
the Ministry of Water, Land and 
Air Protection asking for more 
conservation officers to come to 
Salt Spring to enforce the existing 
laws being broken. 

After all, we must remember 
the local deer are overabundant. I 
spoke to a fellow just today who 
found a deer dead on his property. 
It was not wounded or dead from 
irresponsible hunting, it had died 
from malnourishment and disease 

- nature's way of telling us there 
are too many of something in an 
ecosystem. 

We need our hunters on Salt 
Spring. 

Also, these are not trophy deer, 
they are hunted as a food source 
the same as · our local trout and 
salmon. While some of us may 
not be fond of wild game, let us 
remember that some families 
count on it as a supplement to 
their food supply that would be 
greatly missed. I have known fam
ilies in my lifetime that literally 
would have starved at times if not 
for deer, rabbit and fish . 

Hunting is about more than 
what a few anti-gun, deer-loving 
people writing letters to the editor 
would tell you about. 

The writer is a Salt Spring busi
ness owner. 

The farther back in my 
childhood I go, the more 
vivid my memories are. 

My coziest Christmas 
memories are of my 
Granny's place in Victoria. 
She lived for over 70 years 
in the same apartment build
ing, at 520 Cook Street. Her 
tiny place was very English: 
tea cozies and doilies every
where, a small polished 
wood table that always car
ried a decanter of sherry, and 
the warm welcome aroma of 
-what? I don't know what 
it was; in my memories it's 
simply the smell of Granny. 

Memories of Christmases Past 
its little oval track. This was 
no fancy train; it had no 
more than five or six cars. 
There were no buildings or 
trees or tunnels, just a small 
train going round and round ' 
the base of the Christmas 
tree. That marvellous little 
train spent Christmas day 
carrying Sandy and me away 
to magical places. 

And ginger ale. The only 
time my brother and sister 
and I ever drank ginger ale 
was at Granny's place. She 
served it to us in tiny cut
glass tumblers that seemed 
to magnify the bubbles and 
amplify the sound of the 
fizz. 

In con
trast to 
to day's 
Christmas ISLE SAY! season-
the dates WITH JOHN POTTINGER 

and length 
of which 
are dictated by the world of 
retail sales - the traditional 
or "real" Christmas season 
started on Christmas Day 
and lasted for the next 12 
days (hence the famous 
carol). 

So when my dad was a lit
tle boy there was no hint 
around the house of the 
approach of Christmas until 

and trim the tree, place a few 
presents under it, then deck 
the halls with boughs of 
holly. Dad would then wake 
up to a world transformed. 

When I was a child, my 
_ dad was in the navy. Some 

Christmases he was home, 
others he was at sea. I don't 
specifically remember the 
Christmas of 1953 - · when 

Christmas morning. After he was in Korea - but I 
he'd gone to bed on 
Christmas Eve, his mom 
(my granny) would put up 

remember the record he sent 
home. It was a 78 rpm 
recording of his voice that 

lasted about ten minutes. 
On it he said he missed us 

but that he would be home 
soon. He said he could pic
ture what we were doing on 
Christmas morning and 
throughout the day. I remem
ber the part where he told 
me I could have the drum
stick from the turkey. At the 
time dad made that record
ing, he had two kids - I had 
an older sister, and my mom 
was pregnant with a third. 
On the record he talked 
about "the baby" tentatively 
and hopefully, because he 
had no way of knowing that 
everything was okay. By late 
November I had a brand-new 
little brother. 

In the years that my dad 
was home at Christmas we 

always had an extra sailor or 
two in the house for the day. 
From the first wide-eyed 
moments of early morning 
'til the reluctant end of the 
day, we shared our fun, food 
and games with these 
strangers who didn't seem to 
be strangers. 

One year, when I was five 
or six, a sailor with a bushy 
orange beard - his name 
was Sandy, of course -
came and shared the day 
with us. I remember that 
Christmas especially well 
because he spent most of the 
day playing with my new 
electric train and me. 

For hours on end we sat 
on the living room floor, 
watching and listening as it 
chugged round and round on 

At the dinner table -
when we'd finished our 
turkey and Christmas pud
ding - I remember Sandy 
asking me if I wanted to go 
play with the train some 
more. Off we scampered to 
the living room to enjoy a 
few more trips to wonder
land before Sandy had to go 1 

home. I guess "go home" , 
isn't quite right. He 
would've been going back to 
his bunk onboard a ship. But 
I bet he chugged off to sleep 
on the same train I did. 
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SAL1:b@ti;SH~RIIIC«%hkSAYS 
We asked: What's the best Christmas gift you've given? 

Athena Varlis 
The best Christmas presents 
I've given have been home
made gifts. 

Nancy Powell 
Most of my Christmas presents 
come from Salt Spring. I feel 
good about that. 

Sally Cole 
Anything that I'm able to give 
to my daughter makes me 
happy. 

ShaiTopaz 
I can think of one given to us. It 
was a new baby born a week 
early (December 14, 2002). 

Tom McKeachie 
Rocking horses that I made for 
my nieces and my kids. 

Letters to the Editor 

SOLSTICE 
DREAMS 

SPRINGBOARD 
BY BRENDA GUlLED 

"Bear is slow and quiet, she needs picking up," 
Said Squirrel to the Crows and Red Fox's pup. 
"Tell all the critters that she's down and blue." 
Sparrow added, "And she's getting worse too." 

As they scampered about, winged and walked 
They pondered and puzzled, muttered and talked 
About what they could do for poor old Bear 
Who said nothing, did nothing, just sat there. 

"What's your problem, old girl?" asked Jay, 
"I'll share my cached nuts ... well, a few anyway, 
If you'll give us a hint about what you'd like; 
A frolic, a feast, a long uphill hike? 

"She needs a party," said quick Winter Wren, 
bobbing and flitting, then said it again, 
"A party, a party, and we'll invite everyone, 
We'll put her in charge, she'll rise to the fun." 

"It's a new tradition," said White-Tailed Deer, 
"On the shortest, darkest day of the year, 
We'll have presents and lights and special songs 
Bear will lead us, we'll all play along." 

Bear grunted and turned and went to her den. 
"This way," said Rabbit, "let's follow her then! 
The party's inside, how nice of our Bear 
To invite us all in, to celebrate there." 

Owl shook his head and watched from on high, 
As the Animal Family, the bold and the shy, 
Filled up Bear's den with more stuff and noise 
Than she could imagine: treats, tricks and toys. 

Bear watched from a corner and said not a word, 
Which is just as well, for none would have heard. 
At last they all tired and begged pardon to go 
"But Bear," they said, "We just have to know," 

Which of all this fun, fancy, and good cheer 
You've liked best. We'll repeat it next year." 
"Peace," said Bear, as she showed them the door, 
Closed it up tight, and made a bed on the floor. 

"And quiet," thought Bear as she drifted to sleep, 
"When it's cold outside and the winter's deep, 
This is the best, warmest, sweetest thing to do, 
When dreams, real dreams, ahh . . . come true." 

Horrific 
Count me in with Peter 

Vincent, Yvonne Adalian 
and Jack Hallam. 

I would love to see hunt
ing banned on Salt Spring, 
both to improve human safe
ty and reduce cruelty to ani
mals. 

Earlier this year a 23-inch
long metal arrow was found 
on our property. The thought 
of that piercing some poor 
creature's flesh is truly horri
fying. (Yes, I am also horri
fied by factory farms and 
slaughterhouses and have 
not eaten meat for over 20 
years.) 

I spoke with all of my 
immediate neighbours and 
no one had given hunting 
permission. So we had tres
passing and illegal hunting. 
Now I worry for my safety 
and my animals when I walk 
on my own land. 

If the legal hunters haven't 
stopped the illegal hunting 
and we haven't any official 
enforcement, let's start with 
banning off-island hunters. 

I also support humane 
deer management (e.g. birth 
control) to reduce any deer 
over-population. 
JANICE McLEAN, 
Salt Spring 

Real problems 
I don't like seeing a dis

cussion of hunting on Salt 
Spring degenerate into an 
"us against them" quarrel. 

As hunting is now carried 
out, some real problems 
ARE created - and we all 
need to do something about 
them. 

Chief among these, from 
my point of view, is safety. I 
live in an isolated area, and 
over the last two hunting 
seasons I have personally 

_ witnessed: a hunter jump out 
of his van and shoot from 
the road; a hunter from 
Washington seeking deer on 
Mount Tuam for a week -
without the required local 
guide; gunshots at night 
(presumably, that means pit
lamping); hunters building 
huge bonfires in the dry sea
son - in one case, sitting 
practically right underneath 
a large, red, fire warden's 
sign that said NO FIRES; 
hunting parties so drunk they 
couldn't answer a friend 's 
question about a lost dog; 
and a "hunter" dressed in 
camouflage, roaring up 

Mount Tuam Road in a cam
ouflage-painted ATV with a 
shotgun-mount on the side. 

I know of dogs that have 
been shot up on my moun
tain, and I've seen three 
(white) sheep dead by the 
side of the road - presum
ably shot, since they were 
not mauled in any way. 

All of which means that 
for the three months of the 
deer hunting season - this 
year from September 7 
through December 10-
I'm not willing to walk 
through the woods, nor to let 
my dogs go outside off
leash. It means I worry about 
drunk drivers and forest 
fires. 

It doesn't mean I think all 
hunters are bad - but I cer
tainly am not happy about 
the bad ones: they're just 
plain dangerous! I know that 
most Salt Spring hunters are 
just as put off by these guys 
as I am, because they give 
hunting a bad name. So: why 
are we wasting our time 
pointing fingers at the "for" 
and "against" people? Why 
don't we put our energy into 
figuring out what to do about 
the "hunters" who shoot in 
populated areas, from the 
side of a road, or at a 
rustling sound in the bush? 

Personally, I don't like the 
idea of killing deer. But I 
REALLY don't like the idea 
of dumb people masquerad
ing as hunters and shooting 
off their guns where they 
could kill people. 
SUSAN BERLIN, 
Salt Spring 

Savno 
While preparing for 

Christmas this year I found 
that I was buying things that 
I thought people might want, 
or might like, because my 
friends and family have the 
things they need. 

As a Canadian I felt guilty, 
because I know that our gov
ernment is backing sanctions 
and military action against 
Iraq . When I learned that 
500,000 Iraqi children under 
the age of five have died 
since the beginning of sanc
tions, the numbers didn't 
mean much until I visualized 
the Toronto Dome Stadium, 
and nine other stadiums 
filled with dead preschool
ers. I then came to realize 
that our government is sup
porting genocide against a 
civil population in an area of 

American strategic interest. 
This gives new meaning to 
the term "neo liberal." 

Scott Ritter is a 
Republican, an ex-marine 
and a former chief U .N . 
weapons inspector. He has 
stated, in no uncertain terms, 
that Iraq's arsenal of 
weapons of mass destruction 
are gone. 

I think most Canadians are 
not aware that the American 
military used munitions con
taining depleted uranium, and 
one doctor in Iraq claims that 
40-60 per cent of the Iraqi 
population has been exposed 
during and since operation 
Desert Storm. 

Some Canadians may be 
aware of the mysterious ill
nesses among U.S. military 
personnel who served in Iraq. 

A weekend of protest is 
being planned for mid
January, as many feel Mr. 
Bush will wait until after the 
Peace on Earth Christian cel
ebration to concoct a reason 
to move further against Iraq. 

It is my hope that as in 
Europe, hundreds of thou
sands will carry the desire 
for peace to the streets of 
Canada to protest this abom
ination in our foreign policy. 
As a loose affiliation of mil
lionaires and billionaires 
increasingly subverts our 
institutions, it is only a 
grassroots movement that 
can stop it. 

My Christmas wish is that 
Canadians will open their 
hearts to the plight of the 
Iraqi people and say no to 
genocide. 
ROD McGUCKIN, 
Salt Spring 

Santa out 
I'm writing this note to 

tell you, 
That Campbell has taken 

away, 
The things that I really 

needed, 
My workshop, my rein

deer, my sleigh. 
Now I'm making my 

rounds on a donkey. 
He's old, he's crippled and 

slow. 
So you'll know if you 

don't see me at Christmas, 
That I'm out on my ass in 

the snow! 
Santa 
Merry Christmas to all 

from the Old Age 
Pensioners' Organization. 
RON MILTON, 
Salt Spring 

Tree assault 
News Item: B.C.'s Liberal 

government warns that our 
old growth forests are 
increasing. 

As if we haven ' t got 
enough to worry about, now 
we learn that our old trees 
are on the march . 
Correctional clear-cuts have 
not been enough to halt the
takeover by the "timber ter
ror," with its auxiliary infes
tations of marmots and mur
relets. 

All of us must support 
Gordon Campbell's gallant 
fight against this sinister 
assault by old growth. 
ANDREW GIBSON, 
Rainbow Road 

Choral support 
· The Salt Spring Singers 

and GISS Chamber Choir 
send their warm thanks to all 
who helped make Handel 
With Care a success : the 
local and off-island busi
nesses who showed their 
support for choral music, the 
enthusiastic audiences who 
filled ArtSpring and the 
many whose generosity 
swelled our scholarship 
fund. 

Merry Christmas! We look 
forward to singing again for 
you in the spring! 
PIP and JOHN MOORE, 
Presidents, 
Salt Spring Singers 

MORE LETTERS A10 

Your 
letters are 
welcome 

Letters to the editor are 
welcome, but writers 
are requested to keep 
their submissions to 400 
words or less. Letters 
may be edited for brevi
ty, legality and taste. 
Writers are also asked to 
furnish a telephone 
number where they may 
be reached during the 
day, and to sign their 
letters with their full 
name. Thank you letters 
will not normally be con
sidered for publication. 
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More letters 
Public vote 

I think the issue of 
whether or not deer hunting 
on Salt Spring Island should 
continue to be permitted is 
one that needs to be dealt 
with, without delay. 

The sides have clearly 
and, in some cases, vigor
ously, expressed their oppos
ing viewpoints and this talk 
will go on and on until it is 
settled by public vote. 

Personally, I think the 
killing of these animals is 
wrong, whatever the weapon 
of choice, no matter where 
their killers come from. 

It seems a bit of a miracle 
that these animals survive, 
given our narrow roads, the 
driving conditions and the 
not-too-hospitable foraging 
opportunities. There are 
other, more humane, ways of 
dealing with any perceived 
over-population. 
LOWELL HICKS, 
Salt Spring 

Dedicated 
There is a dedicated group 

of people at work in our 
community who go by the 
name of community health 
workers. 

This is an extraordinary 
group of people and upon 
the eve of our local office 
closing, we, their former 
schedulers, would like to 
take this opportunity to 
thank them for all that they 
do. 

Thank you for going out 
at the last minute when a 
client suddenly needed some 
assistance. 

Thank you for wading o•Jt 
in the snow and walking to a 
client in your area (thanks to 
the spouses too for driving 
your partner to a client). 

Thank you for all those 
extra little things that we 
know you do for your 
clients. 

Thank you for taking on 
that extra hour at the end of 
a day or staying extra time 
when requested (often at the 
last minute). 

Thank you for being there 
as support for the family and 
their loved ones as they pass 
on. 

Thank you for being so 
much more than just a work
er in the home, but a gauge 
of how someone who often 
lives in isolation is manag
ing and often being an advo
cate for that person. 

We will miss talking to 
you every day but know that 
you will continue to provide 
the excellent care at which 
you excel under the new 
schedulers. They, like our 
island clients, are lucky to 
have such a dedicated group 
of individuals. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you. 
JEAN SOUTHGATE, 
BARBARA BUTLER, 
MYLENE 
DAM MEL-SHERRIN, 
Gl Home Support 
schedulers 

Donating 
Three reasons why I'm 

glad I made the move six 

EV RY 
CAL,L 
WINS 

months ago from West 
Vancouver to Salt Spring: 
Lady Minto Hospital, Lady 
Minto Hospital's medical 
team, Lady Minto Hospital's 
caring staff. 

Yesterday I tripped over 
an unseen obstacle which 
resulted in a nasty cut on my 
leg. I was taken to emergen
cy. 

There the pleasant nurse 
helped me onto a bed, 
assessed the situation, then 
left to call for my family 
doctor. Returning promptly, 
she told me the doctor would 
be there shortly. Meanwhile, 
she plumped a pillow for my 
head, covered me with a 
warmed sheet and asked if I 
would like something to 
drink. (She did volunteer 
that there wasn't always 
time to offer tea and sympa
thy - an emergency ward 
being just that - but they 
were provided whenever 
possible.) 

About a year ago I had the 
misfortune to find myself in 
the Vancouver General 
Hospital's emergency ward. 
It was early afternoon on a 
Sunday. The room was 
crowded with people in vari
ous states of distress, some 
mobile, some not. Sirens 
wailed, bells clanged, chil
dren cried, staff scurried 
about, grimly efficient, 
assessments were made, pri
orities determined. The 
choreographed chaos, at first 
dismaying, seemed almost 
normal after a five-hour 
wait. 

"In another two years that 
five hours will be eight," I 
was told by the weary doctor 
when my turn finally came. 
He seemed resigned. 

I'm sending off my contri-
- bution to the Lady Minto 

Foundation fund drive. 
Altruistic? Not at all. I know 
I might need them again 
some time; I know I'll be in 
good hands - maybe with 
tea and sympathy added. 
PAT GOULD, 
Salt Spring 

Humbug? 
Christmas - "the festival 

of the Christian church 
observed annually on the 
25th day of December." 

Christmas tree - "an 
evergreen or facsimile set 
up at Christmas and deco
rated with ornamental 
lights." 

Those are definitions 
from the New Webster 
Dictionary of the English 
Language. 

At Christmas time my 
decorated tree is a 
Christmas tree, always was 
and always will be. 

I will not bow to Ottawa's 
stupidity in trying to rename 
Christmas or any of the 
Christmas events. 

I am lucky enough to 
have been born here in 
Canada, so do not impose 
restrictions on my tradi
tions! 

Whatever happened to 
democracy, freedom of 
rights, traditions? 

WIN UP TO THE VALUE 
OF YOUR VEHICLE. 

OPINION 

Enjoy your Christmas 
tree at Christmas time and 
have a Merry Christmas. 
DON MADSEN, 
Brinkworthy 

Obstacles 
This letter is in response 

to Brenda Guiled's Nov. 27 
Driftwood column on the 
subject of Rockfish and 
Marine Protected Areas. At 
the State of the Strait meet
ing in Nanaimo hosted by 
the Sierra Club of B.C., one 
of the speakers was a retired 
DFO scientist who pointed 
out that although humans 
were undoubtedly responsi
ble for decimating lingcod 
and rockfish stocks in the 
past, predation from har
bour seals and sea lion s 
may now be the biggest 
obstacle to their recovery. 

In 1970, harbour seals 
and sea lions were placed 
under the protection of the 
Fisheries Act and are no 
longer hunted or regulated 
under predator control pro
grams. Since then , abun
dance of harbour seals in 
the Strait of Georgia has 
attained historic levels 
observed in the early 1900s. 
However, in the 1990s their 
numbers plateaued, suggest
ing that they have reached a 
stabilized carrying capacity. 

The 1996-98 estimate of 
harbour.seals in the Strait of 
Georgia was 37,257 individ
uals who annually consume 
284 metric tonnes of ling
cod, 117 tonnes of which is 
taken during lingcod nest
ing season when human 
consumption is approxi
mately nil. Without the 
male lingcod to guard the 
nest, the eggs have no 
chance of survival. Because 
sea lions are migratory, 
there is no data available on 
their population and diet on 
which to calculate their pos
sible consumption of ling
cod and rockfish, and there 
is no data available on the 
proportion of rockfish in the 
diet of harbour seals. 

Lingcod spawn at three 
years of age and reach legal 
harvest size of 26 inches at 
four years. Considering that 
commercial fishing for ling
cod in the Strait of Georgia 
has been closed for 12 
years, and sports fishing 
limited, there should now be 
a plethora of lingcod in our 
local waters . Where are 
they? 

DFO research indicates 
that the Strait of Georgia 
supports one of the largest 
concentrations of harbour 
seals in the world. 
Rebuilding our groundfish 
stocks will require more 
than a simple No Fishing 
sign. 
R. HAMILTON, 
Salt Spring 

A shame 
I am the business owner 

of Get(it)Stuffed Mural 
Balloons. We are located by 
the library and kitty corner 
from the Core Inn. 

I was in town on Sunday, 

going about the craft fair at 
Mahon Hall, doing some 
Christmas shopping and 
then heading to my store. 

Well, I stopped in to 
check on my neighbour 
who owns the Gypsy 
Hollow when she asked me 
if I got my phone message. 
I said no, I hadn't gone into 
the store yet. She had come 
into work to find my 
Christmas lights sprung all 
along the sidewalk and on 
the road. 

The lights had been tram
pled on and left on the road 
for people to drive over, 
possibly damaging their 
tires with shards of glass. 
Of course, my neighbour 
had to clean up the area 
before business started. 

The grinches who did 
this damage have taken the 
spirit out of my Christmas. 
They ripped the lights right 
off the building and pulled 
the bulbs right out of their 
sockets. Hopefully some 
electricity went through 
their senseless bodies and 
maybe knocked some sense 
into them. 

We are new businesses 
trying to clean up this area 
of town, and I thought the 
lights actually brightened 
up the area and brought 
some colour to this end of 
town. I know what I won't 
do next year. 

I only wish I knew who 
these idiots were, I would 
love to go to their home 
where they probably live 
with mom and dad still and 
ask them how their holiday 
season is going. 

If they are young adults, 
it's a shame that they 
weren't brought up better to 
respect other people's 
belongings. 

Yes I am angry right now, 
and yes I will get on with 
my business but I won't 
forget. 
ALICE L. HENDERSON, 
Salt Spring 

No surorise 
Now that the Salt Spring 

Island Monetary 
Foundation has run 
aground, could anyone real
ly be surprised? 

Even without the "revela
tions" about Mr. Krebs, the 
entire project was dodgy 
from the get-go. 

All the boosterism and 
cheerleading from the 
Greenspan wannabees at 
the SSIMF cannot counter 
the fact that only 
Parliament can order the 
minting of real money. 
Controlling the currency is 

mD 

a cornerstone of federal 
authority and, for good rea
son, jealously guarded. That 
Treasury classifies SSIMF 
paper as "gift certificates" 
pretty well says it all. 

John Pottinger calls for 
Eric Booth to save his 
integrity by resigning from 
the SSIMF. He has it back
wards. Mr. Booth has 
almost no credibility at this 
point. 

Not only is he being sub
verted by the imploding 
delusions of the SSIMF, but 
as a vocal and committed 
Salt Spring "sovereigntist" 
his allegiance to the princi
ples of the Trust is certainly 
questionable. 

It is remarkable that 
members of the business 
community, from whom 
one might expect a no-non
sense appreciation for how 
money works, climbed on 
board -no questions asked. 
Now that the monster of lia
bility has raised its ugly 
head, the SS dollar will 
likely sink to its true value. 

What I find amazing is 
the very idea of windmill-

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

powered hydrogen buses 
financed by a "currency" 
touted as being backed by 
gold. 

On the one hand, a fanci
ful stab at "sustainability;" 
on the other, a primitive 
belief in a mythic element 
whose history is one of 
profit from human misery 
and massive pollution. The 
goldbugs at the SSIMF 
might want to check out the 
effects of hydraulic mining 
and heap leaching before 
they try to refloat their rud
derless vessel. 
CHARLES BRETH, 
Harbourside 
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Rent by the hour, 

day or month 

JULIA AT 537-21 07 

ADDRESS REALTY 
Full Service Low Low commiSSIOn 

Sherrie Boyte 629-6350 
Pender Island lots from $23.000 

Houses under $100,000 
www.propertyonpender.com 

sherrie@ propertyonpender.com 

" Over thirty years of experience of 
designing beautiful buildings on the 

West Coast ... • 

... and now on Salt Spring Island 

Lot 16 Becky Way Salt Spring Island 
& 

4090 Bay ridge Ave West Vancouver 
British Columbia V7V 3K1 

t 01 604 921 8646 
f 01 604 921 0755 

bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com 
w __ bfueskyarchitecture.com 

We give struggling students 
something to believe in. 

Themselves 

It can be tough for students to communicate ideas on paper. Call us 
now to put your child on the path to better writing. 

#213-80 Station St. 
Duncan, B.C. V9L 1M4 
Tel/Fax: (250) 746-0222 

~SYLVAN 
LEARNING 

W'l •. CENTER' 
Success js learned."' 

Limited spaces available on Salt Spring vvvvvv. educate. com 

Dr. Teresa Strukoff, B.Sc., N.D. 
THIC 

• Clinical Nutrition 
• Botanical Medicine 
• Homeopathy 
• Chinese Medic ine & Acupuncture 
• Lifestyle Counseling 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY: 
298 Blackburn Road 

Salt Spring Island, B.C. 

Ph: 537-3220 I strukoff@island.net 

Support our 
Local 

Boy Scouts 
GREAT SELECTION 

OF CHRISTMAS 
TREES! LOCATED AT 
WINDSOR PLYWOOD. 

PDiClASB O!.CINQ l 
UP TO 18 MONTHS ON VfRTIJALY ALL 2003 VBHJCLESt · 
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WOOD 
CRAFTS: 
Salt Spring 
woodworker 
Joshua Hart 
finishes a 
wooden tea 
tray at his 
Mansell 
Road studio, 
Hartworks, 
w h i c h 
recently held 
a wood
working 
show. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Confessions of a compUter addict 
By TONY RICHARDS 
Driftwood Publisher 

Enlightenment came as I 
stared at the error message on 
the computer screen. If com
puters had thumbs, I'd be 
wrapped around them. 

On my computer was an 
error type 2 message, one 
fammar to Mac users world
wide. (In Windows you get 
fatal errors - you wish you 
were dead so as not to have to 
endure any more computer 
woes, but it's actually t\le 
computer that has died). 

The error was a typical one. 
We deal with them all the 
time. But they always get 
worse around Christmas, no 
doubt because it's one of the 
busies':_times of the year for a 
newspaper. 

Computers do not observe 
Christmas. They simply 
observe the frenetic pace of 
their users and decide it's 
time for some mischief. 

Here at the Driftwood we 
often debate the merits of 
computerization. 

Over the past 25 years the 
newspaper business has seen 
computers make inroads in 
every department, particularly 
production. Where we used to 
employ a glorified typewriter 
to produce type, and then cut 
and paste the copy into ads 
and columns of text, the com
puter now does it all. At leaSt, 
it's supposed to. 

I'm confident I could still 
paste up an ad faster than our 
800 MHz G4 with 600-and
something megs of RAM. 
And I wouldn't generate an 
error type 2 message. Nor 
would I lock up just before 
saving the document, or mys
teriously crash while import
ing text. 

And I wouldn ' t have to be 
concerned with messages 
indicating I couldn't log on to 
the server because there were 
too many users already. Ten 
are logged on though the limit 
is actually 500. 

If it weren't for computers 
my e-mail program wouldn't 
crash every time I try to check 
the mail, and five years worth 
of photographic archives -
in digital form- wouldn't 
just disappear without a trace. 
(They were never found.) 

If it weren't for computers 
we wouldn't have digital 
cameras whose electrical con
nections begin to fail after a 
year of use, leaving scores of 
eager photographic subjects, 
all anxious to see their faces 
in the paper, waiting endlessly 
for the damn photographer to 
get his act together. 

If it weren't for computers 

and the Internet we would be 
unable to send newspaper 
pages to the press in 
Ladysmith without taking a 
ferry. A ferry! Instead we use 
file transfer protocol, an 
Internet file delivery system 
whose software employs a 
small dog. 

When the- system fails to 
work, which is rather more 
often than the ferries fail to 
sail, this stupid bloody dog 
runs on the spot in the middle 
of your computer screen, 
endlessly chasing a virtual 
bone. 

Of course, having reached 
the dog stage assumes that 
everything has gone smoothly 
to that point. In this business, 
you quickly learn never to 
make assumptions and just as 
quickly forget what going 
smoothly actually means. 

The newspaper pages are 
saved in Portable Document 
Format (PDF), a remarkable 
and revolutionary method of 
capturing the pages so they 
can be viewed on another 
computer running any operat
ing system. 

However, PDFs are sensi
tive to a four-letter word 
beginning with an f. The 
word is uttered frequently 
around here, and usually with 
a foul-tempered sneer. 

The word is font. 
Missing fonts, corrupt 

fonts, damaged fonts . 
Improperly managed, fonts 

is a 

~~~on_ 

Call Marlie Kelsey 
who will bring gifts & greetings 
along with helpful information 

about your new community. 

537-5261 .. 

we~coME.,.. 
. ·Ws~!~\~~ 

wreak havoc on Macs, and 
cause severe me"ntal imbal
ance among systems adminis
trators. 

All of the above happens in 
December, just as everyone 
else is happily contemplating 
Christmas. And so it's not 
until Christmas Eve rolls 
around that I can finally join 
the celebration. By then I'm 
not just ready for a celebra
tion, but in need of one, with 
quite a few eggnogs thrown 
In. 

But then the really dumb 
thing is I begin having these 
ridiculous daydreams. 

I begin to imagine there 
might be a new computer 
with my name on it under the 
tree. Like a brand-new dual
processor G4 with a couple of 
gigs of RAM, a super drive 
CD and DVD recorder and a 
19-inch flat screen monitor. 
Yikes! 

Think how lightning fast 

it would be, consider the 
video capabilities, imagine 
the quality of that picture, 
and how fast might that 
damn dog run .... 

I'm enlightened again: I'm 
an addict! 

SEARS 
• HOME APPLIANCES 
• HOME ELECTRONICS 
• LAWN & GARDEN NEEDS 

537-5596 
Showroom@ 

113 McPhillips Ave. 

100% Locally Owned 
& Operated 

PAUL B. JOYCE 
Barrister & Solicitor 

•REAL ESTATE & MORTGAGES• 

•ICBC & PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS• 

•WILLS & ESTATES • OTHER LEGAL SERVICES• 

265 Don Ore Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. Y8K 2H5 

Tel: 537-4413 

Aussie is a spayed female with a 
reddish tabby coat. She is about 

6 yrs. old & is with us because her 
companion passed away. 

STAINS 
on clothes, linens or 

bedding? 
We can make it fresh 

and clean again! 
"Friendly seroice from people you know" 

Fax: 537-5120 

G.I.S. SAlES 
& RENTAlS INC. 
"Tanks for all reasons" 

• Water storage 
1 Septic, sewage-holding 
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1 Sewage-treatment plants, fiHers 
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YARD SALE 
Got some sod to sell? Advertise it in the 

classifieds! 537-9933 

IMPORTANT 
AUCTION 

UNPAID CARGO 

More Than 100 
Persian & 

·Oriental Carpets 
Defaulted documentary collection on 

INV#MR/790 AWB#074-5089 6775 and 
lJ237 B/L#11 48-1 

Various types and colours of 
Handmade Wool and Silk 

Rugs, Kargai, Uzbeck, 
Bokharas, Chobis and other 
High Grade Quality Rugs. 

LOCATION: Royal Canadian Legion 
120 Blain Road, Ganges 

Date: Saturday, December 21st, 2002 
Time: 1:OOpm, viewing from 12 noon 

Terms: Cash, Visa, Mastercard, Amex, Certified cheques. All sales 
final. Fifteen percent handling charge added. Admission rights 

reserved. Some reserves may apply. ' 

Auction conducted by 
BUCKINGHAM AUCTIONS LTD. (604) 538·3084 
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Medicinal pot grower nets 
jail sentence at residence 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

A. Salt Spring man who 
argued he was growing mar
ijwina as a medicine to treat 
his wife's cancer is now 
serving a virtual jail sen
tence after pleading guilty to 
cultivation charges at 
Ganges Provincial Court on 
December 10. 

The judgement occurred 
while federal Justice 
Minister Martin Cauchon 
simultaneously discusses 
decriminalizing possession, 
a senate committee suggests 
legalization and B.C.'s solic
itor general advocates for 
the "war on drugs." 

Electing trial by provin
cial court judge, islander 
Stuart Soloff, 54, agreed he 
unlawfully grew 140 pot 
plants but argued for a dis
charged sentence since the 
plants were grown to be 
used as medicine for his 
wife Elizabeth, who has a 
brain tumour. 

"Without marijuana, 
Elizabeth is unable to con
tinue her chemotherapy, her 
tumour will grow and she 
will go blind," Soloff said to 
court. 

Reading from a prepared 
statement, Soloff represent
ed himself and asked Judge 
Michael Hubbard to consid
er several mitigating circum
stances before deciding on 
an appropriate sentence. 

"I am aware that the 
future of Canada's anti-mar
iju a na legislation is in 
doubt: the Supreme Court of 
Canada has agreed to hear 
constitutional arguments on 
thi s point this month and 
just s ix days before the 
RCMP took my plants, the 
Senate Special Committee 
on Illegal Drugs called for 
'an end to the crusade.' But 
I just don ' t have the luxury 
of joining in that fight. My 
wife is sick." 

Surgery to remove the 
brain tumour from its sensi
tive location is not recom
mended until the cancerous 
growth causes her to go 
blind, Soloff said. 

Even though Elizabeth 
fou nd marijuana assisted 
pain management and 
reduced the side effects of 
c hem o the rapy, she was 
unable to obtain a medical 
exemption to possess the 
drug because current gov
ernment policies recogniz
ing the palliative properties 
of marijuana are unwork
able, he said. 

"Given the liability such a 
recommendat ion might 
expose a doctor to and the 
effects of decades of official 
demonization of marijuana, 
it is not surprising that the 
specialist to whom 
Elizabeth hesitantly brought 
her application dismissed 
the idea o ut of hand and 
expressed considerable 
moral outrage at the very 
suggestion." 

Soloff arg ued that even 
though the couple did not 
possess a medical exemp
tion, his crime can be justifi
able since it was committed 
in the se rvice of a higher 
value. ; 

"There being no likeli
hood of a workable protocol 
being developed in a suffi
ciently timely manner to 
benefit Elizabeth, it is our 
opinion that [an] exemption 

is not realistic at this time." 
He also cited several cases 

where judges had previously 
discharged defendants for 
medical reasons. 

"Judges across Canada are 
coming to the conclusion 
that a poor regulatory frame
work is the greatest impedi
ment to a fair application of 
those policies and that it is 
fundamentally unfair to con
sider criminal penalties for 
what is essentially a regula
tory infraction.'' 

Both Hubbard and Crown 
prosecutor Michael 
Coleman asked Soloff to 
explain why he had grown 
so many plants outside his 
Victoria Street home, since 
140 plants were well beyond 
individual needs. 

So loff noted that 75 
seedlings found by police 
after helicopter and ground 
searches on September 5 and 
10 were under 30 centime
tres tall. 

He exp la in ed that he 
intended to grow marijuana 
just once in order to reduce 
legal risks to his family. He 
was also compensating for 
deer, theft and environmen
tal factors while trying to 
provide sufficient quantities 
for medicinal purposes. 

"Whatever we got from 
this harvest had to do." 

Charges of possession for 
the purpose of trafficking 
were dropped (along with 
charges against Elizabeth 
Soloff) once Stuart Soloff 
pleaded guilty to marijuana 
cultivation. 

Though Coleman had sug
gested a six-month custodial 
sentence order (CSO) where 
Soloff would be restricted 
under a curfew and prohibit
ed from consuming alcohol 
or prescription medication in 
lieu of prison, Hubbard ruled 
for a four-month home 
imprisonment penalty and 
did not impose a curfew or 
prohibit lawful alcohol con
sumption. 

But Soloff would still be 
subject to random residential 
searches by police, be pro
hibited from owning 
firearms for 10 years and 
remain confined to B.C. dur
ing his CSO term unless per
mitted by his probation offi
cer. 

Discussing the case after 
trial, Coleman said he 
believed the CSO terms 
were reasonable for the 
cnme. 

"Where there is no prior 
record, the courts do not 
look to incarcerate." 

But the number of plants 
involved in the Soloff case 
was "problematic," he said. 
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Coleman indicated that he 
has seen cases like Soloff's 
receive conditional dis
charges where defendants 
were left without a criminal 
record. 

But Soloff appeared 
focussed on protesting gov
ernment policy rather than 
on expressing remorse for 
breaking the law, he said. 

"Political scientists should 
understand that the proper 
place to change laws is in 
parliament ... it's not the 
function of the court pro
cess." 

Defence lawyer Tybring 
Hemphill recalled another 
marijuana production case 
that went before Hubbard in 
February where an islander 
was released with a condi
tional discharge. 

On February 12, Randall 
Miller received a conditional 
discharge andl.2 months 
probation for a case where 
police found 47 plants, 288 
grams of dried marijuana 
plus assorted indoor-grow
ing paraphernalia at his 
home following a fire there 
in July 2001. 

In court, Miller had pro
vided a letter indicating his 
doctor was aware he used 
marijuana to treat arthritis 
pain. 

Consequently, Hemphill 
was surprised by the Soloff 
decision. 

"It's quite sad. Assuming 
he tried all the other options 
and found nothing else 
would work, it really is a 
tragedy." 

Since the Crown was not 
pursuing trafficking charges, 
the judge was bound to 
accept that the plants were 
for personal use only, he 
said. 

"It is somewhat surprising 
that it merited a jail sen
tence." 

But Hemphill has also 
been surprised to see rapid 
changes occurring in 
respon se to marijuana 
charges throughout the 
Canadian legal community. 

"A lot of us are surprised 
it's moving as quickly as it 
is," he said. 

"It's interesting to see the 
diversity of opinion" 
between federal committees 
arguing for legalization and 
decriminalization while B.C. 
so licitor general Rich 
Coleman is arguing for an 
increased war on drugs, he 
said. 

" You would think that 
since it 's the biggest indus
try in the province, albeit 
illegal, he would go a little 
softer," Hemphill laughed. 

We can arrange delivery 
to Salt Spring Island 

FURNITURE 
APPLIANCES 
MATTRESSES 

Over 20,000 sq. ft. [i::J 13C- of inventory ~ 
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FURNITURE 
1-250-7 46-5527 
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at the Sun Valley Mall 

2956 BOYS ROAD, DUNCAN I Locally owned 
Open Mon.-Sat. 9:30.· 6 .. Sun. 12 • 5 

POT BUZZ GROWS 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Canada's legal and health communities 
have been buzzing about the possibilities 
of new marijuana legalization, decrimi
nalization and drug enforcement options. 

But many people might misunderstand 
the legal changes, said Salt Spring 
RCMP detachment commander Sgt. 
Mike Giles. 

"It's a very complicated issue," he said 
Monday. 

Decriminalization does not equate with 
the government condoning the drug, 
Giles said. 

"I perceive a misinterpretation of what 
decriminalization means. It doesn't make 
it right with the stroke of a pen." 

He drew a parallel between proposed 
marijuana possession legislation and 
existing driving regulations. 

"Speeding is not criminal behaviour 
but it's still not right," Giles said. 
"Marijuana use won't be allowed." 

Federal Justice Minister Martin 
Cauchon started stirring the pot on 
December 9 when he announced his 
intentions to decriminalize possession of 
small amounts of marijuana within the 
first four months of 2003. 

Then the House of Commons Special 
Committee on Non-Medicinal Drugs 
released a final report Thursday, noting 
that current penalties for marijuana pos
session are out of proportion to the drug's 
negative impacts. , 

In lieu of criminal charges, the parlia
mentary committee recommended fines 
for possession of less than 30 grams of 
cannabis, an amount that would fill a 
s&ndwich bag. 

By including the possibility of mari
juana cultivation in small amounts, the 
committee also hopes to decrease indoor 
growing operations that pose a fire risk. 

"Smoking any amount of marijuana is 
unhealthy, but the consequences of con
viction for a small amount of marijuana 
for personal use are disproportionate to 
the potential harm," said committee chair 
Paddy Torsney. 

"The committee heard that the prose
cution of cannabis-related offences takes 
up too much of our scarce criminal jus
tice resources," Torsney said. 

Under committee recommendations, 
possession would remain illegal and traf
ficking of any amount would remain a 
crime. But prosecution of small posses
sion offences would result in tickets that 
could be paid without a court appearance 
or criminal record. 

But B .C.'s solicitor general told a 
Times Colonist reporter he's against 
federal plans to decriminalize marijua
na. 

"I want us to go out and fight the war 
on drugs because it's hurting our kids, it's 
hurting the communities and it's time we 
stood up to it," Solicitor General Rich 
Coleman said December 11. 

He suggested that pot growing opera
tions support organized crime, other nar-

cotic trades and that many B.C. murders 
are related to the marijuana industry. 

"We have to look at this long term and 
look at how the trade is hurting commu
nities and fuelling violence in our soci
ety." 

Responding to Thursday's special par
liamentary committee report, the 
Canadian Medical Association (CMA) 
argued that the government needs to 
focus on policies that will reduce mari
juana use. 

"We are concerned that the debate for 
legalization has to some extent legit
imized its use for recreational purposes," 
said CMA president Dana Hanson. 
"Therefore we urge the government and 
federal Justice Minister Cauchon to 
ensure that decriminalization is tied to a 
n·ational drug strategy that promotes 
awareness and prevention and provides 
for comprehensive treatment." 

And Giles is concerned about the 
widespread problem of marijuana use on 
Salt Spring. 

"Any mind-altering drug taken recre
ationally causes concern. I can't see how 
[decriminalization] benefits us." 

But he noted there may very well be 
some medicinal benefits to cannabis. 
· "I'm not knowledgeable enough about 
THC to comment on medical use. I know 
it's an under-studied drug and that medi
cal practitioners have difficulty prescrib
ing it." 

He also acknowledged parli1;1mentary 
committee suggestions that the harm 
related to marijuana use did not warrant a 
criminal record. · 

"I can see their rationale there. In some 
instances it's far less cumbersome to 
have a criminal record." 

He drew parallels to under-age drink
ing, which is controlled by laws but not 
deemed criminal behaviour. 

"A young person caught drinking faces 
consequences but no lasting criminal 
stigma if they change their ways, where
as having a joint under today's laws will 
create a different outcome." 

Giles does not believe the RCMP orga
nization participates in the "war on 
drugs" stance traditionally taken by 
police. 

"Our approach is centred on higher
level Jinks to organized crime and inter
national smuggling." 

Local officers have not been unduly 
strained by the enforcement of current 
marijuana possession laws, he said. 

"Our members are proficient with the 
existing paperwork. It's not as cumber
some as you might think." 

According to a December 2001 federal 
auditor general's report, approximately 
50,000 Canadians are charged with drug 
offences each year, resulting in more than 
400,000 court appearances. 

In 2002, local police investigated 21 
marijuana production cases, 14 posses
sion cases under 100 grams and one pos
session case over a kilogram (36 cases 
total). 

For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. 

-Isaiah 9:6 
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Cliri.stmas Services for 2002 

December 19 
7:00pm Carols & Readings at St. Mark's 

December 22 
2:00pm Carols & Readings at St. Mary's 

December 24 - Christmas Eve 
5:00pm Holy Eucharist at St. Mary's 

10:30 pm Holy Eucharist at All Saints' 

December 25 - Christmas Day 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist at St. Mark's 
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From all of us, to all of you, go our warm wishes 
for the brightest holiday season ... ever! 
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Blue Mool1 
"A Mystical Store with Luminous Spirit!" 

Wishing You 
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READY TO GO: Several members of Salt Spring's volunteer fire department 
dress up as they prepare to attend the funeral of a firefighter in Victoria last 
week. Photo by D~rrick. Lundy 

Possible island-ban lifted 
An island-loving North 

Vancouver man received lit
tle Christmas cheer after he 
pleaded guilty to car theft at 
Ganges Provincial Court on 
December 10. 

Court heard that Robert 
Gorcak, 19, had participated -
in the theft of a red 1984 
Subaru station-wagon from 
the Fulford ferry terminal on 
March 9. 

After the car was reported 
sto le n at 5:39 p.m., 
Constable Jason Shriver 
found Gorcak in the vehicle 
with two youths parked at 
Drummond Park two hours 
later. 

While the three young 
men initially used false 
names, they were subse
quently identified at the 
Ganges RCMP detachment, 
said Crown prosecutor Barb 
Penty. 

One of the two minors 
was not charged and the 
other was handled by diver
sion (youth names cannotbe 
printed due to provisions in 
the Youth Criminal Justice 
Act). 

Pleading guilty to theft 
under $5,000, Gorcak noted 
he was not in the driver 's 
seat, he had been heavily 
intoxicated when he was 
found and he had been 
opposed to using the stolen 
vehicle. 

He claimed that the three 
had keys to the vehicle for 
two days and that one youth, 
who claimed he knew the 
vehicle owner, had filled the 
vehicle up with gas before it 
was reported stolen. 

When Hubbard asked 
Gorcak whose idea it was to 
take the vehicle, the young 
man responded, "[The 
diverted minor], that's why 
he took diversion." 

Though the Crown had 
indicated Gorcak was only 
found in the passenger seat 
of the vehicle, he was sen
tenced to one year's proba
tion, 35 hours of community 
service and was requested to 
write a letter of apology to 
the victim. 

"If it wasn't for your pre
vious criminal record, I 
could see the possibility of a 
conditional discharge," said 
Judge Michael Hubbard. 

Noting that the young 
man had indicated aspira
tions to study medicine in 
the U.S., Hubbard said: 
"You will have to apply for 
a pardon l;.tter on if you are 

COURT 
DOCKET 
considering education in the 
United States." 

Gorcak told court he is 
currently employed at a 
retail store in North 
Vancouver and working on 
obtaining his high school 
diploma. 

"My goal is to go to 
Michigan State and study 
medicine and play foot
ball." 

He had previously been 
diverted for possession of 
stolen property in 1999 and 
received one year of proba
tion for theft under $5,000 in 
2001. 

Though Gorcak netted a 
criminal record, he was suc
cessful in his appeal to 
return to Salt Spring after 
Crown prosecutor Barb 
Penty had suggested he be 
banned from the island. 

"I thoroughly enjoy the 
island," he said. 

Gorcak seemed extremely 
distressed at the possibility 

653-4201 

~ 
REYNOLDS 
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Pager# 537 ·8168 

of an island-ban as a condi
tion to his sentence. 

"Is it possible to do my 
community hours on Salt 
Spring?" he asked. 

Consequently, Hubbard 
relented from the no-island
visit prohibition. 

"I will leave it up to your 
probation officer to decide 
where you serve the commu
nity." 

In other court news: 
• Four young Salt Spring 

men (one of whom is a 
minor) were in court to 
answer charges of confine
ment, robbery and assault 
with a weapon for an inci
dent that occurred against 
another island man on 
August 14. 

The matter was adjourned 
until January 14 to allow the 
accused to find legal coun
sel. 

• Another islander will 
return to court for a trial in 
answer to charges of assault 
against two individuals, 
uttering death threats and 
mischief by breaking a win
dow at the Fulford Inn on 
August 30. 
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CAR & LIGHT TRUCK 

Fire department 
launches 'critical' 
recruiting drive 

Facing a critical shortage 
of volunteers on the south 
end of the island, Salt 
Spring firefighters are wish
ing for stockings full of 
application forms this 
Christmas. 

"We're really short in 
Fulford but we're taking on 
applicants from all over the 
island," said staff firefighter 
Jamie Holmes. 

"Currently there are five 
'so uthenders.' We would 
like to double that if possi
ble." 

Prospective recruits can 
pick up an application form 
at the fire hall in Ganges or 
talk to any member of the 
department, Holmes said. 

The application deadline 
is January 1, 2003, since the 
department wants to start 
the training process. 

Volunteers need to have a 
Class 5 driver's licence with 
a clean driving record, be 
over 19 years of age and 
have graduated from high 
school or the equivalent. 

It's also useful for 
recruits to have a back
ground in trades or first aid, 
Holmes added. 

Firdighter practices are 
Tuesday nights from 7:30-
9:30 p.m. and volunteers 
should also be available 
some weekends for special 
training exercises and or 
fundraising events. 

But volunteers don't have 
to be available for every 
call, he added. 

"The idea is to have 
enough volunteers for shift 
work. They respond to as 
many calls as possible. Not 
everyone has to make 500 
calls a year." 

The Salt Spring Fire 
Department is currently 
staffed with 28 volunteers 
and four paid firefighters. 

In 2002 they responded to 
a record-setting 503 emer
gency calls (the previous 
record was 469 calls). 

Islanders were also 
warned to exercise fire cau
tion during the holidays: 

• In addition to the risk of 
chimney fires from 
uncleaned flues, wrapping 
paper can pose a fire threat 
in fireplaces if burned in 
large amounts. 

• Firefighters urge Salt 
- Spring families to be care

ful with trees and Christmas 
lights. It will help to prevent 
fires if trees are well 
watered and lights are 
turned off when residents 
are not home or sleeping. 

• Candles are another hol
iday decoration that require 
extra attention. Please extin
guish unattended candles. 
Electronic candles are also 
available to provide 
ambiance with greater fire 
safety. 
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Island Wildlife Natural Care Centre 

Winter 2002 Fourth Issue 

l!~l!'!! th:~ !!!~~l?~l!t: (!~ff) 
Any of us over 40 will remember spending Sunday nights with Ed Sullivan. He 

featured so many great acts, including the North American debuts of Elvis and The 
Beatles. Along with those future superstars, Ed also showcased a lot of dubious yet 
entertaining talent. Remember the dancing Russian bear, Topo Gigio, and the Flying 
Walenza's? How about the one act that probably still sticks in all of our minds; the Plate 
Spinner? He was similar to a juggler, except instead of balls, he kept a long line of 
fragile dinnerware spinning atop vertical sticks. As more and more plates were spun 
into action, other plates would start running out of inertia, always threatening to crash to 
the ground. Then at the last second, he would dash to the aid of the wobbling plate and 
give it a little spin, only to see that the plate at the other end of the line was in the same 
precarious situation. This somehow kept us glued to the edge of our seats. 

What does this image have to do with wildlife? Well, this plate spinning mania 
actually very closely parallels Island Wildlife during our peak animal care season. 

2002 started innocently enough. We'd worked hard all winter in preparation for 
the annual onslaught. We ate our Greens, drank our herbal tonics and told lies about 
how much we were exercising. We cleared some land and built a couple more much 
needed enclosures. The days grew longer and with a touch of anxiety, we watched the 
mom and pop birds frantically building their nests. We know only too well what nests 
bring. Then the phones started to ring ... 

First came the Mallards. Eleven orphaned ducklings arrived within five days of 
each other, and within a week another nine. Adorable fuzzy little stragglers that somehow 
just got left behind. Then came featherless hatchling songbirds by the dozens. Freshly 
fallen (or sometimes shaken) out of their nests. Some so tiny they were difficult to 
identify for a few days. 

In June, two young orphaned River Otters arrived. Although one was fairly 
robust, his sister was suffering severely from advanced parasitic enteritis (an infection 
of the intestines) and there was nothing we could do to save her. The young male on his 
own, pin~d for his sibling. We needed another youngster to team him up with, but there 
just wasn't another otter in rehabilitation in BC. In frustration, we turned to the US, 
although this is usually a last ditch effort on our part due to the bureaucracy. When 
another young otter was located on San Juan Island, we knew we had to try. Government 
agencies on both sides of the border were very cooperative and our lonely guy was 
flown out by a volunteer pilot to join his new playmate. 

Fawns were arriving every few days. We normally house two or three, but 
at one point we had a small herd. Bottle feeding 
twelve starving fawns 

simultaneously 
was challenging. One of our volunteers built 

Interns Gone Wild! 
Who in their right mind would give up their summer to spend two long months 

away from home, live communally in small cabins and tents in the woods, work 16-hour 
days covered in ground fish and animal excrement, chop mice and mealworms, forage 
in the forest for branches and greens, scrub filthy cages, pens, pools and floors? Endure 
a season with no TV, radio or computer? Wildlife interns, that's who. 

We have a spring routine here at the Centre. As the days get longer, we start to 
brace ourselves and batten down the hatches. We know what's around the comer and 
it's not summer holidays. Hundreds of starving, squawking, peeping, pooping, homeless 
songbirds, ducklings, owls, eagles, hawks, fawns, raccoons, otters, beavers and bats. 
And this year, our inundation of 73 (and counting) seal pups. 

To cope with this onslaught, each summer our sparse crew is augmented by ten 
brave souls who travel to our little Centre from over the world. They come to help care 
for these helpless critters and to learn. Okay, in some cases, to test our mettle. Along 
with their enthusiasm, they also bring an eclectic mix of personalities, accents and work 
ethics. For us, it's a never ending series of adventures and misadventures. 

How do we choose the right someone from over 200 written applications? That 
hard-working, dedicated, bright, focused, individual who is a never ending joy and a 
constant source of wonder? That gourmet vegetarian cook with a passion for cleaning? 
That energetic soul who thinks a 16-hour work day is short and that days off are boring? 

It starts in the dark of winter. We spend weeks carefully reasfing over every 
application and heart wrenching covering letter, trying to envision spending day and 
night with this individual. Each applicant is graded, then we draw up a short-list. 
Telephone interviews follow, usually at some appalling time of day in order to reach 
another time zone. Scheduling can play havoc with our plans, and sometimes we lose a 
great candidate to a paid summer job (the nerve). A few more runners-up interviewed. 
A final schedule drawn up, then we help with travel arrangements. Some have never left 
Kansas or seen an ocean. Helping them blaze a trail to Salt Spring (at their own expense . 
by the way) can be a fine art. Fat packages of instructions are finally mailed. Then all 
we can do is wait. 

We never meet until start day. Up our driveway will come some extraordinary 
young people, many of whom we won't forget. Some who won't want to leave and 
some who won't be able to get out of here fast enough. Some who will be invited back 
for another season and every now and then, a rising star who will stay on. 

Our recruits enjoy quaint digs, each with great minimalist appeal. They can 
choose from one of two spacious 10 x 10 shared cabins (sleeps five), a tent in the woods, 
or one of our extremely well-traveled trailers. All charmingly decorated in complementary 
shades of green, yellow, orange, beige and magenta. Mealtimes are one of our biggest 
challenges. Cooking by rotation makes good sense to the uninitiated. However, the 
menu must take into consideration that the group is usually comprised of a not so 
synergetic mix of organic vegetarians, vegans, macrobiotics, carnivores and those with 
lactose intolerance, gluten allergies and nut allergies. The lunch bell is met with 
anticipation or trepidation depending on who's at the range. From health food nuts to 
junk food junkies, the interns are comrades at arms and the cookery effort is appreciated, 
if not always the menu itself. 

Our intrepid interns come from all over. Canada, U.S., Scotland, England, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, Hungary, Italy. This often presents a whole new set of 
obstacles. Language and accents. Getting the proprietor of a Scottish brogue together 
with a French mademoiselle can be pretty cheap entertainment for the rest of us. 

During the summer of 2002, nothing could beat our powerhouse team of 
Rebecca Rubin, Irene 'Bob' Weinberger, Jana Jeglinski, Caro Hoeschle, Nora 
Chavarria, Sonja Gavora and the unsinkable 'Ms. Kentucky' Laura Rissler. Their 
high energy, invincible good spirits and professionalism quickly dispelled the memory 
of those whose get-up-and-go, well, got-up-and-went. Hats off to you ladies. 

We've had and no doubt always will have our share of victories and calamities, 
blessings and mishaps. But by working together, we've saved the lives of a few hundred 
more of our precious wild animals and made some life-long friends in the process. 

Vive les interns! 

·~~·~: 

a clever bottle racking system that finally saved the day. t 
Centre Wins Awtltd By early June, our new interns began to despair of ever seeing a seal. They 

needn't have worried. It was about to start raining pups. The harbinger of the Harbour 
Seal season, Ferrari, arrived from Vancouver. Our second, Beemer followed quickly ~-

from Campbell River and number three, Deux Cheveaux was flown in from Prince 
Rupert. Any clues as to the name theme for this year's seals? Ferrari and Beemer were 
both premature and arrived covered in downy white fur called Lanugo (which for Harbour 
Seals, is normally shed in the uterus) . Continued on page D .. . 
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More Harbour Seals rescued in 2002 than any facility in Canada 
or the entire west coast of North America for that matter! 

Orphaned Harbour Seal pups are an all too frequent occurrence along BC's coastline. 
Occasionally a seal pup is abandoned due to a premature birth or becomes lost in severe 
weather or heavy boat traffic. But for the most part, the pups are orphaned because their 
mothers have been killed. The killing can be accidental drowning in gill nets or ruthless 
shootings by frustrated fishermen and commercial fish farmers. 

Popular misinformation will have you believe that a mother seal will leave her 
vulnerable newborn pup for 24 to 48 hours while she goes in search of food. In reality, 
Harbour Seal moms may fast for the entire four to five week lactation period. Researchers 
observe that mom and pup are inseparable for at least the first two weeks of the pup's life. At 
two weeks of age, a healthy pup is a fat sausage weighing nearly forty pounds. 

Seventy-three Harbour Seals were transported to Island Wildlife by boat, airplane, · 

automobile and ferry. Volunteer helicopter pilot Norm Snihur transported 25 from 
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands to the Centre. Mountainaire Avian Rescue, in Courtenay, 
was responsible for at least a dozen rescues as well as overnight stabilizing care when it was 
too late in the day for immediate transport. 

A newly admitted pup is weighed, 
thoroughly examined, and assigned an 

isolation tub. It is critical that any 
virus, bacteria or parasites carried by 
the new arrival not contaminate any 
other animals. We had as many as 

18 pups in isola~ion at one time as 
well as another 35 pups distributed 

throughout the pools. 

For the first two or three weeks 
of a pups treatment, all fluids and 
nutrition are delivered through a large 
tube slipped down the pups throat 
directly into their stomach. This procedure is 
repeated every four hours, five times a day. By 
the end of the summer our crew had delivered 
about 7,000 tube feedings. 

After a mandatory ten
day stay in an isolation tub, healthy pups are 

moved to one of the four large above ground swimming pools. 
Here they have the option to swim or lay about in the sun. Some 

pups still receive tube feedings while others have graduated to 
eating whole herring. This year the seals were fed more than 

~~' 40,000 

Our interns, volunteers and 
staff prepared 16,000 feeding 

syringes. Each syringe must 
contain the correct amount of 

formula, based on the pups weight 
and physical condition, as well as 

the prescribed medications, herbal 
tinctures and vitamins. 

pounds of 
herring. 

What does it take to rescue more than 70 seals in a single year ? 
On the average, about $1,000 per seal pup. 

A total fish bill of $30,000. 
And in terms of person hours, around 10,000 hours. 

~==========================================~ Br-----------------------------------------~ 
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Meet a few patients 

Occasionally a baby gets too 
much human contact, and 
once grown needs to be 
released away from 
populated areas. Such was 
the case with this young 
Steller's Jay. After 
successfully rearing this jay 
to independence, it was 
released into a suitable habitat 
towards the top of Mt. 
Maxwell. Two days later it 
was recaptured on Cranberry 
Road at the Salt Spring 
residence of the very people 
who initially found the bird 
in Vancouver! 

Weighing in at more 
than 200 pounds, this 
young Elephant Seal 
was rescued by IWNCC 
staff and transported 

"' from Nanaimo. After 
treatment for rung worm 
and a respiratory 
infection, our largest 
patient to date was 
released back into the 
ocean at Hudson Point. 

One of our smallest owl 
species, these orphaned 
Northern Saw-whet 
Owls came from 
different locations. 
Released together one 
month later, we hope 
they get along together 
as well in the wild as they 
did in captivity at the 
Centre. 

Hit by cars, mauled by dogs and stolen by people; deer fawns were 
admitted to the wildlife centre at a record rate. Orphaned fawns demand 
specialized care from spring until their release later in the fall. 

After many days and nights of suffering in a ditch by the side of a road, 
this Barred Owl made a complete recovery. Owls frequently hunt rodents 
in the short grass alongside roadways and all too often are hit by cars. 

The tiniest mammalian patient on our intake log, this baby Little Brown 
Bat weighed only three grams when admitted to our clinic. After four 
months of meticulous care he was sent to another facility to over winter in 
preparation for a spring release. 

Now defiant, this young 
Great Horned Owl was 
found wet, freightened 
and hungry after' its nest 
supporting tree became 
fuel for someone's wood 
stove. 

_/ c~--------------------------------------------------~ 
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From the Director (cont.) 

In the first week of July the pups really started coming in fast and furiously. On the 
18th, we admitted five in one day- our helicopter angel Norm Snihur flew in Tercel, 
Punto and Panda, while Mustang and }etta arrived by boat from Mayne and Pender. By 
the end of August there were 52 pups on site, filling nearly every intensive care tub and 
all three pools. To put this into perspective, at same time last year our pups numbered 
29 (and we thought we were racing then). We frantically began to get a fourth pool built 
and operational in time to accommodate our charges. Between diet preparation, intensive 
care feedings, pool feedings and post-mealtime clean up, one meal blended right into 
the next. From 7:30am until 2:00am, all summer long. On Comet, on Ranchero, on 
Volkswagen and Lincoln ... they just kept a'comin'. 

We were swamped yes, but saved by two things; an invincible team and only 
three cases of the deadly seal virus, Herpes. Past newsletters have told you how hard 
we were hit by this virulent disease in 2000 and how many refinements we made to our 
isolation procedures to fight it's spread. Because of our strict adherence to these new 
procedures, the disease was contained and our survival rate soared to 90%. This year 
our biggest adversary was sheer volume. 

During all of this time, our clinic staff were run off their feet admitting, treating 
and feeding a never ending stream of birds and small mammals. July heralded the 
arrival of dozens of nestling swallows, California Quail, crows, hummingbirds and 
woodpeckers. There were many eagles; those with wing injuries, starving juveniles, 
one who appeared to have been on the losing end of a territorial dispute and an old 
fellow with a serious heart disease who unfortunately succumbed. We had owls of all 
sizes and shapes, from tiny Northern Sa whets, to that scourge of the night sky, the Great 
Homed. At one point four (unrelated) nestling Great Blue Herons shared an encfosure. 
They all bore a close resemblance to the Muppet 'Beaker' and the smallest was most 
ferocious of all. He actually picked up sticks with his beak and chased the other kids 
around their enclosure. 

When a young beaver was hit by a car, one of his much needed front teeth was 
snapped off at the gum line. In less than a month however, the tooth has already grown 
back about one-half inch and he's making short work of his daily diet of root vegetables. 
The beaver's enclosure previously housed our largest marine mammal to date; a 250 lb. 
Elephant Seal with a parasitic respiratory infection was rescued from Nanaimo at the 
request of The Department of Fisheries and Oceans. Folding one of these huge creatures 
into a kennel, popping it into our van, and tube feeding him four times a day is easier 
said than done. He was successfully treated and released after two week:s:-

There were more than a few appalling human interaction cases. Two baby 
Common Nighthawks were taken away from their mother and begrudgingly brought 
into the Centre. Their captors had wanted to raise them at home and called us to see 
what to feed them. When we transferred them from their tote, we found what these 
folks had chosen on their own - spaghetti! An orphaned fawn was brought in by a 
woman whose husband had stolen it from it's healthy mother. He had intended to keep 
the fawn for his daughter to play with. After days of not being able to get any nourishment 
into the starving animal, he finally succumbed to his wife's plea to bring it to us. 
Fortunately, the fawn recovered and was able to join the rest of the growing herd in our care. 

So, in 2002 we experienced our heaviest annual case load to date, and short of 
visiting the local psychic, there's no way to predict what lies ahead in 2003. One thing 
we do know for sure; it's winter and it's time to start sharpening our twirling sticks. 

Our Extended Family 
These are the people who leave their own busy lives behind to labour along side 

of us, and give us support in so many other ways. We appreciate every time they say 
"Count me in". 

Ace Courier, LorinneAnderson, Sandy Antoni, Flo Ballerone (in memory), Jackie 
Ballerone, BC Gaming Commission, Brigitte Bardot Foundation, Bob Bambrick, Joanne 
Bealy, Jackie Bennett, Jocelyn Bezner, Maj Birch, Lauren Brown, Amy & Charles 
Buchwald, John Case, Cowichan Hospital, Cst. L. Dabit, Ganges Village Market, Graci 
Research, Tamsin Gilbert, Mark Haughey, Elmar & Manuela Hegenaur, Vicky & Nick 
Hodson, Jack Hanna & Columbus Zoo, Ed & Jan Jang, Paul Joyce, Gonya Klein, Michelle 
Krasnicki, Dr. Ken Langelier, Ruth Lederman, Jay MacAulay, Marit McBride, Trevor 
Mathews, Alain Mickelson, Dr. Derrick Milton, Ken Morisette, Helen & Bob Nation, 
Kiyo Okuda, Rosemary Partridge, Kisae Peterson, Pharmasave, Gillian Pilon, Brenda 
Plaxton, Pretzel Motors, David Rainsford, Stephen Raverty, Tom Ryan, Shell 
Environmental Fund, Denise Schuetz-Jones, Thomas Schnare, Tam Seaber, Norm Snihur, 
Paul Thomas, Thrifty's, Victoria Foundation, Victoria Ice, W. Garfield Weston Foundation. 

Most recently, thank you to the Barcapel Foundation of Scotland for their kind 
donation and to Salt Spring's Jed Wilson, a Barcapel board member whose frequent 
support of local charities is much appreciated. 

A special thanks to Shelagh Plunkett for her fund raising expertise. 
Our heartfelt appreciation to all who have given their financial support. 

It Takes a Person ... 
Obviously we spend most of our time focused on our wild patients. We tend to 

lose sight of the fact that without the dedicated humans, Island Wildlife would just be 
another good idea. It takes an extraordinary person to spend day in and day out in this 
offbeat world. There's no glamour or fame, and certainly no fortune. The return is often 
just a fleeting glimpse of the backside of a healthy animal being released back into the wild. 

Marielle Bonnet, our Veterinarian spends the winter working in France, living 
frugally, saving every franc. Not to buy a retirement plan, a house or a car. So she can 
afford a flight back to Salt Spring to work day and night doctoring (and mothering) our 
orphaned seal pups. Barb Conyers, our winter Rehabilitator migrates back East each 
year to spend her summers toiling in a busy vet clinic, stashing her cash too. Each fall 
she's right back combing the woods on cold dark nights trying to locate an injured owl 
or deer. Rebecca Rubin, Assistant Rehabilitator innocently came as a summer intern. 
She sacrificed returning home to her friends and family to stay with us throughout the 
lonely winter months, solely because she knew how much care was needed. After several 
exhausting seasons, Troy Blondin, our Senior Rehabilitator finally fled back to the city. 
He's taking two jobs there just so he can rest! 

And Jeff Ledennan? After seven years of designing, building, repairing, hiring, 
fund raising, trouble-shooting, negotiating, care giving and being answerable to everyone 
from the Federal Government to the bill collectors, he took a day off last week. Okay, it 
was to start to layout the newsletter. 
But it takes a village too! 

So, yes it takes a person. But it also takes a supportive community. It takes 
money to feed hundreds of broken, needy creatures each year. We all do the damage. 
We take away their hunting grounds every time we build. We trap them or shoot at them 
when they try to forage in our gardens and pastures for food. Then we get in our cars 
and hurt them while we drive. And if we don't get them, our beloved pets do. 

This Centre was built for one reason only. So there would be a place for us to 
bring the animals that we, as individuals and as a community, have harmed. But we 
can't do it alone. It takes more money to run the Centre each year than we can put into 
it ourselves and the only government assistance is a small grant from the BC Gaming 
Commission. We raise the balance on our own, from a few small private foundations, 
and generous individuals like you. In other words, from our community. 
Is there such a thing as too much success? 

Few businesses would complain about being too successful. Well, this year we 
have been just that. When we learned that our little Salt Spring Centre admitted more 
harbour seal pups in 2002 than any other centre in Canada or the west coast of the US, 
we also knew that more growth is inevitable. We cannot afford to be caught short
handed or short of food and medical supplies for these animals. 

And just like any other expanding family or business, we have come to understand 
that our days on Langs Road are numbered. The time for us to find a new home is fast 
approaching. Is acreage with some waterfront and woodland too much to ask for 
Christmas? Well, just in case any of our readers do have a surplus of property, we know 
of an extremely worthy cause! · 

In the meantime, we must raise sufficient funds to care for our charges in 2003. 
Every bit you donate, be it large or small, brings us closer to this goal. We're deeply 
committed to the work we do. All of our fund raising goes directly towards caring for 
our helpless wild animals. All contributions are tax deductible. 

Please show us that you support what we're working so hard to accomplish, and 
that you believe we are an important part of this community. Please don't allow these 
magnificent, innocent creatures to go without the help they so desperately need. 

322 Langs Road, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K1N3 Phone: 250-537-0777 
E-mail: iwncc@ aol.com www.settlrescue.otg 

All dmtations are greatly appreciated and are tax deductible. 

Donation amount: -------
Name 

Address 

Phone 

0 Please send us a tax receipt. 

0 Enclosed is my cheque payable to: Island Wildlife 

Account no. Exp. date 

0 Visa D MasterCard _________________ _ 

Signature __________________________ __ 

~--~==========~~==================~===========-==J-0~-~~------------------------------------------------
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Lundy book promises to please 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Ranging over topics as 
broad, romantic and turbu
lent as the South Atlantic 
Ocean, The Way of a Ship: a 
Square-Rigger Voyage in the 
Last Days of Sail is destined 
to please historians, boat 
lovers, literary types and 
anyone else who might 
enjoy a fine yarn. 

Richly celebrated for his 
previous book, Godforsaken 
Sea: Racing the World's 
Most Dangerous Waters, 
Salt Spring writer Derek 
Lundy has now recreated a 
voyage aboard a deep-sea 
sailing ship during the gold
en age of sail at the end of 
the 19th century. 

As a starting point, Lundy 
describes the lot of a com
mon sailor's life by imagin
ing a voyage around Cape 
Horn with his great uncle 
Benjamin Lundy (a Salt 
Spring homesteader) as a 
fictionalized character on an 
imaginary ship, the Beara 
Head. 

"I will imagine the tale of 
Benjamin's voyage; not the 
voyage itself - that's unre
coverable - but as it might 
have been and emphatically, 
could have been," Lundy 
writes in the prologue. 

Benjamin's passage as a 
sailor is spliced with bits of 
nautical history, Lundy's 
own sailing accounts, anec
dotes about famous writers 
from the age of sail, some 
philosophical musings and 
sociological discussions 
about life aboard a merchant 
ship. 

"And although he is 
unaware of it, Benjamin is 
on a voyage freighted with 
the meanings and burdens of 
a whole world giving way to 
another." 

Through this multi 
faceted lens, the reader is 
left with a thorough vis ion 
of what it would be like to 
crew a square-rigger in a 
time when the fate of sailors 
was worth far less than a 
cargo of ballast. 

And Lundy alternates 
between fictionalized first
hand experience to well
researched nonfiction sec
tions in much the same way 
a square-rigger might tack 
and run with the wind. 

At points, Benjamin 's 
story moves at a brisk pace. 
The sails draw close, the 
crew faces dangers and the 
threat of violence looms but 
then Lundy throws a post
modem structural shift in the 
narrative so that the reader is 
whisked to a crows-nest per
spective to survey a literary 
or historical connection. 

And just as Lundy juxta
poses the sleek inefficienci,es 
of the square-rigger which 
must zigzag along its route, 
as opposed to the plodding 
monotony of a steamship, so 
to does Lundy's Cape Horn 
account present the reader 
with delightful digressions 
that provide greater contex
tual depth. 

When the Beara Head 
encounters a gale, Lundy 
uses rough dialogue to cap
ture the emotion of the 
moment, he shares first-hand 
accounts of sailing ships in 
storms by sailor-writers 
Joseph Conrad and Richard 
Dana, touches on an authen
tic description of the nauti
cal procedures involved and 
philosophically muses on 
the redemptive qualities of 

A new h~gh-speed 
company set to fly 

A Mount Bruce antenna speed services to the north 
site is helping a Mayne endofSaltSpringinfuture. 
Island-based company offer "We're working on some 
high-speed Internet access to stuff for the north end of Salt 
Salt Spring and the southern Spring, but nothing I can 
Gulf Islands. report on at this point," he 

"We hope to be up and said. 
running January 15 ," said "We've talked with the 
Gulf Islands Wireless owner Channel Ridge Homeowners 
Bill Wadsworth. "We're just Association, and we're try
waiting for our connection ing to get some things going 
and then we'll be doing a lit- up there. Ultimately we're 
tle final testing." looking for someone with a 

Galiano, Mayne, Pender, hilltop that would let us put 
Fulford Harbour, Ganges an antenna up around St. 
and the east side of Salt Mary Lake and Channel 
Spring should be able to Ridge." 
receive service, he said. The company's website is 

Wadsworth's compa ny www. gulfislandswire-
also hopes to bring high- less.com. 

~ 

MOBILE 
Acupressure • Massage Therapy 

Stress and pain relief 

• Sports injuries • Sciatica 
• Bock, neck & shoulder release 
• Migraine headaches 

Guaranteed Results 

CERTIFIED PRACTIONER 

JANET S. HARVEY 
250·537·9812 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAilABLE 

Derek Lundy 

topsail work within a 
storm, all interspersed with 
snatches of sea shanties as 
the sailors pull sheets. 

Within Benjamin's voy
age, Lundy fills the sails of 
his book with information 
about -harsh discipline, tech
nological advances in navi
gation, age-old battles with 
diet and disease aboard sail
ing vessels and academic 
discussions about alcohol 
and the likelihood of homo
sexual activity. 

For anyone interested in 
well written non-fiction, 
Lundy 's asides are a [air
weather treat, even if they 
break up the storyline; since 
the characters serve primari
ly to give voice to a collec
tive history rather than 
engage in a conventional 

SOUTH FACING 
.75 AC. LOT IN VESUVIUS 

All systems go! 3 bedroom septic 
field in, water connection paid. 
Quiet sunny street, close to ferry 
& beaches, some view. Owner's 
plans changed. 

$109,500 
For details call 

TOM NAVRATIL 
Royal Lepage Salt Spring Realty 

250·537·5515 or 
www.saltspringrealestate.com 

novelistic struggle. 
Much like the hybrid 

Beara Head square-rig
ger that utilized a mod
ern iron hull while 
maintain ing the best 
ele ments of sail 
propulsion, The Way 
of a Ship portrays the 
grace and brutality of a 
romantic era while still 
maintaining academic 
integrity to substanti
ate that vision. 

Readers who prefer 
roving literary explo
rations over the well
worn routes of conven-

tional writing will well 
appreciate the elegance 
and ruggedness of 

Lundy's nautical tribute. 

WINNING NUMBERS 
FOR SATURDAY, DEC. 14, 2002 

07, 19,21,30,36,44 
Bonus 39 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
Lancer Building 

Call Roland at 537-2133 

653-0081 
www.briangrady.com 

Brian Grady, Ph.D 
Registered Psychologist (# 11 69) 
Certified Acupressurist 

• Confidential counselling 
• Sliding scale 
• 9 years experience 
• Thursday - Saturday appointments 
• Stress, relationships, trauma, 

personal growth, health issues ... 

~~~i -~~,"' richard j. wey & associates 
:~;~, r; / 1 a n d s u r v e y i n g i n c . 

Richard J. Wey BCLS 

Legal, Engineering and Topographical Surveys 
Subdivision Planning 

The Oakville-Suite 106-9717 T hird Sc., Sidney, BC V8L 3A3 

Telephone (250) 656-5155 • Fax: (250) 656-5175 
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Tuned Air and special guests 
team up for Sunday concert 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

Following a full concert 
· performed in mid-
November, Tuned Air choir 
director Cassandra Miller 
thought her group would 
si mply relax with some 
casual carolling this 
Christmas season. 

But when the voice of 
lyric soprano Patricia Corry 
from the Leipzig Opera 
Company came their way, an 
exciting concert vision 
began to take shape. 

Corry was planning to 
visit her sister Leslie Corry 
- a Tuned Air member -
and happily agreed to do 
some public singing. 

That's when the fax lines 
between Germany and Salt 
Spring began heating up, 
and Miller started coming 
home to snatches of beauti
ful songs left on her answer
ing machine by Corry. 

So on Sunday, December 
22, the choir, Patricia Corry, 
fiddle player Jaime Rokeby
Thomas, flautist Bo Curtis 
and Miller playing harp will 
present A Lyrical Christmas 
at All Saints By-the-Sea 
church. 

It's a food bank benefit, 
with all admission proceeds 
and donated food items 
going to the cause. 

Music starts at 7:30. 
While several carols will 

be familiar, they will lean 
toward European lyrical 
repertoire, making use of 
Patricia Corry's German 
experience, and more rever
ent seasonal pieces. 

Patricia Corry 

"I grew up singing in 
church choirs where we take 
[Christmas] quite seriously," 
said Miller. 

Selections from Benjamin 
Britten's Ceremony of 
Caroles such as 
Balulalow, which Mi ller 
describes as "one of the pret
tiest things" - are on the 
program, and Corry will sing 
0 Holy Night, giving her a 
chance to "let 'er rip" vocal
ly. 

The Corry sisters will also 
do The Drummer Boy as a 
duo. 

("When sisters sing 
together it's amazing," notes 
Miller.) 

At their first meeting 
Saturday morning, Patricia 
Corry filled Miller's living 
room with gorgeous sound 
while trying out a few differ
ent pieces, such as Our 
Father's Love Begotten. She 
and Miller also tested their 

harp and voice combo with 
"thrilling" results. 

The December 22 concert 
will open and close with 
choral works, and various 
solos and duos of voice and 
instruments in between. 

It will also provide a rare 
chance for people to hear 
Miller on harp, in a solo, 
accompanying Corry and 
with Curtis and Rokeby
Thomas on flute and fiddle. 

Miller and Rokeby
Thomas, who were composi
tion students together at 
UVic, have done some 
arrangements they are proud 
of, notes Miller. 

Corry's opera career 
sprang from her studies at 
McGill University, and then 
an opera workshop in 
Austria. From there she was 
hired to tour with a company 
in Spain and France, and has 
performed lead soprano 
roles in works such as Don 
Giovanni and Marriage of 
Figaro. 

For the past five years she 
has been a full-time lyrical 
soprano for the Leipzig 
Opera Com pany, "a very 
international opera house" in 
the "Bach capital of the 
world." 

Tickets are $10 for adults, 
and $8 for seniors and stu
dents, and on sale at et 
cetera. 

"We're really hoping to 
fill the seats and get a lot of 
money to the food bank," 
said Miller. 

Donations of non-perish
able goods are also wel
comed. 

CD SISTERS: Sisters 
Jane and Kathy Stack 
take the stage at Moby's 
Pub Saturday night as a 
host of island artists par
ticipate in the pub 's 
annual CD bash, which 
ran for eight hours. 

Photo by Derrick. Lundy 

For a unique present. 
The gift of creativity. 

ART LESSONS 
from fine arts master 

David Halliwell. 
Beginners or experienced. 

For details call David at 

250-653-2449 

with Gary Comeau & Gerry Barnum 

DINNER ~~\ DANCING 
5pm • 11 pm ~~ 9:30 • 2:30am 

~·~ 
CHAMPAGNE! PARTY FAVOURS! 

NO COVER CHARGE! 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~7PM 

"The Little Store that · *1bJ~U~IfJ • • 14,~~~, 
• . .• < During· this busy holiday season, aves You Big Money!" 

537
•
2480 

, .. ,local businesses are ma~ing holiday shopping as conve.11ient as p~ssibl~ , 
(cafl .each for .their shopping hours) ·' ·· 

Newman's 
Great Outdoors 

"1000's of Stocking 
tuffers For Your Guy!" 

537-5860 

; Harlan's · 
:/ Choc o lat e s 

-.-:Sweets for the 
Sweet!" 

537-4434 

"Not Just Another 
Pretty Store" 

537-5882 

~ 

"Christmas Shopping at it's Best, 
at Home Close & Convenient" 

537-4400 

Wateu.,:uont 
GaUeuty 

"Island Made Gifts 
To Cherish" 

537·4525 

~ lsla~d Star 
Vtdeo 

"Gift Certificates 
Available! " 

537-4477 
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Singers pack ArtSpring with Handel show 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

Salt Spring Singers co
president John Moore gazed 
out at a steamy full house at 
ArtSprin g Saturday night, 
expressing his group's hope 
that it could "live up to" the 
expectation such an emphat
ic crowd size presented. 

It was the Singers' and 
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) Chamber 
Choir's third audience with
in a 24-hour period, making 
an extraordinarily tall week
end order for singers, instru
mentalists and Bruce Smith, 
director of all. 

Even Handel himself 
came by in finest festive 
garb to greet patrons to the 
28th annual Si ngers' 
Christmas concert bearing 
his name - Handel with 
Care - and to draw the raf
fle prizes. 

The first half of the pro
gram belonged largely to the 
high school choir, after the 
Si ngers opened with the 
soaring sounds of Samuel 
Barber's Agnus Dei and a 
rich-as-butter rendi tion of 
the In Silent Night carol by 
Mitchell Southall. 

The 23 members of the 
GISS Chamber Choir spun 
lightning-speed fa-la-las , 
cheeky sugar-plum fairies 
and breath-takingly reverent 
Latin -among their challeng
ing repertoire. 

A glinting version of The 
Coventry Carol sounded as 
effortless for them as 
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 
might to more amateur 
ensembles. 

0 Come, 0 Come 
Immanuel, firmly anchored 
by the choir's five young 
men and especially soloists 

Aubrey Zacharias and 
Clayton Sayer, was a stunner 
and probably drew the most 
enthusiastic applause of the 
night. 

With open doors allowing 
some of the theatre's heat to 
dissipate during intermis
sion, the audience returned 
refreshed and ready to step 
back into the 18th century 
for some excerpts from 
Handel's epic oratorio. The 
opening lines of the 
Messiah's Sinfonia, played 
by the Angelicus Chamber 
Ensemble, set the tone per
fectly for the 12 pieces that 
followed. 

Herriott, friends share 
action at Moby's Pub 

As an "unofficial" addi
tion to Mike Herriott's 
national CD tour, Moby's 
Pub is hosting an exciting 
jazz combo on Sunday, 
night. 

A Piece of the Action is 
Herriott's new release from 
Boathouse Records, which 
the acclaimed Victoria musi
cian has recently been pro
moting across the country. 

Trumpet and trombone 

THE INTERNET 
GATEWAY TO THE 

GULF ISLANDS 
www.gulfislands.net 

player Herriott will perform 
with Pat Coleman, Ken 
Lister and Monike Nordine 
beginning at 7 p.m. 

"It 's going to be great," 
promised Nordine, "and a 
really fun night." 

The Singers seemed 
extremely well-prepared and 
sang with great ebullience 
and energy - which can 
sometimes evade large com
munity choirs. 

Adding to the audience's 
experience was that the 
singers were themselves 
clearly enraptured by the 
music they were making. 

The Messiah soloists -
tenor David Ashton, alto Carol 
Brown, and sopranos Jekka 
Mack, Barbara Ross and 
Rosemary Delisle- offered a 
pleasant variety of vocal tex
tures and relaxed connections 
with the audience. 

Angelicus Chamber 
Ensemble - whose mem
bership of Salt Spring and 
environs musicians amends 
itself fro m year to year -
was a cri tical part of the for
mula, both framing and 
adorning the choral works 
with some mesmerizing 
gilding. 

The only disconcerting 
elements in Saturday's show 
were a couple of oddly long 
pauses between lights going 
down and appearances by 
performers, and the program 
not completely matching 
what was performed, with 
no explanations given for the 
missing items. 

That the Singers are 
perennially blessed with 
sold-out crowds attests to the 
group's deservedly loyal fol
lowing. 

I think it's safe to say the 
performers lived up to and 
exceeded the full house ' s 

~~~~t~~ ~ ' - LUNCH ............. Tues.-Fri . 11 :30-2 

~ DINNER. ..... :·····Tues.- ~hurs. 5-10 

~ 
Fn.-Sat. 5-11, Sun. 5-9 

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
$6.25 

~ Closed Mondays 

Upper Ganges Centre, Ganges 537-2535 

LIGHT DANCE 
Contemplate a beautifully 
tempered CD of original 

instrumental music by 

PETER PRINCE 
Available at: 

Blue Moon , Blue Dragon Naturals, 
Music Emporium, Naikai Gallery, 

Jill Louise Campbell Gallery 

www.peterprince.com 

CHRISTMAS MARKET IN THE PARK 
Saturday, December 21st • lOam - 2pm 

·Arts, Crafts, Clothing and All Kinds of Foods ~ 

ALL VENDORS (&BUYERS!) WELCOME 
(Vendor contributions towards advertising appreciated) 

For more information contact: 
David 653-2300 I Heather 653-4809 

~E REVIVAL OF A SALT SPRING CHRISTMAS TRADITION 

ON STAGE: Salt Spring Singers and fellow musicians 
flood ArtSpring with song (above), w hile musicians 
Lee Anderson and Michael Klazek accompany them, 
and David Ashton sings his solo. Phota.by Derrrcklundy 

v BRING IN THE \Y(. 
EW YEARf>j} 

AT . 1 I 

, , e '"jf'---· tllforb 1l~, 
';id!J DAIICE TO THE SOUNDS ~, 
~~ OF THE .fi! 

ESCAPEGOATSa 
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Cruickshanks, Spalding books hot off press for Christmas 
At least two Gulf Islands 

authors have created new 
books that would make 
ideal Christmas gifts this 
year. 

Salt Spring resident 
Richard Cruickshanks has 
released a tastefully 
designed collection of his 
own poetry and sayings 
titled My Heart Has But 
One Wish. 

Touching on all angles of 

love a nd the emotional 
realm of life, 
Cruickshank's composi
tions range from bits of 
pithy advice to greeting 
card-like verses and · 
Shakespearean-flavoured 
sonnets. 

"Love is in the palm of 
your hand/you just have to 
unclench the fist," he 
writes. 

Or: "To win your heart/to 

earh your love/is the art of 
the impossible made worth
while." 

My Heart Has But One 
Wish is printed on hi gh
quality paper, and includes 
some nicely-reproduced 
rose-themed photos and 
Lainey McLellan's painting 
on the cover. 

Several islanders assisted 
with the project, and the 
book was published by 

Pacino is 'best in years' as 
homicide expert in Insomnia 

Director 
Christopher 
Nolan is 
best known 
for the cult 
h 1 t 
Memento, 

FLICK PICK 

mountains and fog-strewn 
lakes, lullin g us to that 
place be tween sleep and 
dream. 

Even th e ac tion 
WITH JASON TUDOR seq uence s move in cau

tiously measured ste ps 
(one, a chase across a log 
boom, has a camera shot 
worth the price of the 
movie). 

an Inge-
nious little thriller that kept 
audiences guessi ng after 
each one of its backward 
twists and turns. 

Even before Memento 
hit theatres, Nolan was at 
work with some of 
Hollywood's e lite talent 
remaking a dark psycho
logical dra ma from 
Fin land. Insomnia moves 
the· action to Nightmute, 
Alaska. 

A teenage girl has been 
murdered, and L.A. homi
cide expert Will Dormer 
(AI Pacino) is brought in to 
solve the mystery. 

Dormer, already wearir-d 
by a possible internal 
affairs investigation back 
home, can't sleep because 
of the endless sunny days. 

When a stakeout for the 
murderer goes wrong, he 
quickly begins to question 
both his sanity and his 
morality. 

Insomnia also stars 
Hilary Swank as local cop 
Ellie Bur a nd Robin 
Williams as a possible sus
pect, both of whom do ade
quate to good jobs on the 
acting front. 

Pacino, though, performs 
miracles with his role. 
Looking progressively 
haggard as the stress and 
lack of sleep hammer away 
at his very ability to func
tion , Pacino eyokes both 
sympathy and disdain in 
almost every scene. 

It 's the be st I've seen 
hi m in years - he only 
goes into " loud shouting" 

TRINCOMALI 
TRANSPORT CO. 

(250) 360·7426 
trincomali.transport@shaw.ca 

'·· ,.,. 

• Marine freight service 
• Regular 'pro~ne delivery 
• All dock repairs & installations 
• Wood Miser portable sawmill 

FULLY CERTIFIED 
& INSURED 

mode once or twice. 
Insomnia is not a serial 

killer movie, and there is 
very little action. 

In fact, it is quite leisure
ly paced, which may frus
trate those expecting some
thing with Ashley Judd and 
an older father figure. 

Nolan a nd hi s cine
matographer man age to 
evoke a creepy claustro
phobia from the star k 

Nolan has all the tools of 
a major director: the ability 
to work with actors, cam
era placement and pacing. 

Most impressive, he has 
managed to make a film 
that is sim ultane o usly 
mainstream and artistic. 
This bodes well for both . 
his future and ours. 

TONIGHT ONLY 

OPEN 
STAGE 

Bring your 
instruments 

sign up sheet at Spm 
Music starts at 8pm 

nk Benefit 

special guests 
featuring: 

Guest' Soprano Patricia Corry 
of the Leipzig Opera Company 

of Germany and 
Cassandra Miller --harp 

Sunday Dec. 22nd at 7:30pm 

Tickets at et cetera 
$10 adult $8 seniors & students 

All Saints By-the-Sea 
Anglican Church 

Lansdowne Press Inc. of 
Richmond. 

• A ndrea Spalding's 
touching and visually 
delightful picture book 
Solomon's Tree is infused 
with gree n west coast 
imagery and themes. 

The Pender author 
teamed with fellow 
islander and Tsimpshian 
artist Victor Reece, who 
took Spalding through the 

mask-making process so 
she could depict it in her 
story. 

Solomon's Tree exam
ines how a young boy 
recovers from the loss of 
his favourite maple tree 
after it falls over in a storm, 
with part of it being made 
into a special mask carved 
by Solomon 's uncle. 

Oil paintings of well
known Canadian book 

ill ustrator Janet Wilson 
give each page a glorious 
richness, and symbols 
designed by Reece border 
the text on each page. 

Produced by Orca Book 
Publishers, Solomon 's Tree 
is one of those children 's 
books that should be cher
ished and passed on , like 
the memories of fine trees. 
It retails in hardcover for 
$19.95. 

.,,,, . . 
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Community Sing-Along 
at ArtSpring 

SaturaayJ December 21 • 7:00 pm 

Celebrate the magic of the season with music 
performed by Fernwood Elementary, Rose Hip 
Jam, Ganges United Church, Salt Spring Brass, 
Lost Chords, Salt Spring Honour Choir and Salt 
Spring Singers. Hosted by Arthur Black. 

ORTERS* 
Restaurant t; Lounge 

121 Upper Ganges Rd. 537-4700 

Beer & Wine Store OP..en Christmas DaJ'. 12-71l.m 
L--ui------~----~-U--------------------------111-----•·-•-----------
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Choir and audience share
stage at annual sing along 

Those who love to sing 
can get a Christmas carol 
infusion at ArtSpring's 
fourth annual sing-along this 
Saturday night. 

The Community 
Christmas Sing-Along 
promises an evening of car
ols, music, entertainment 
and a few surprises along 
the way, according to an 
ArtSpring press release. 

It begins at 7 p.m. 
"This ArtSpring tradition 

features six groups, a brass 
quintet, a celebrity host of 
events and an evening of 
great ·music," the release 
notes. 

School Choir and the Salt 
Spring Honour Choir -
sharing the program with the 
Lost Chords, Salt Spring 
United Church Choir, Rose 
Hip Jam and Salt'Spring 
Singers. 

Arthur Black will return 
as MC and the Salt Spring 
Brass Quintet will lead the 
sing-along carols as well as 
perform a number of 
Christmas medleys. 

Program highlights 
include the hauntingly beau
tiful Coventry Carol per
formed by Rose Hip Jam, a 

story by Arthur Black, inspi
rational songs with the Salt 
Spring United Church Choir 
and, for a rousing finale, the 
audience will be invited to 
sing Handel's Hallelujah 
Chorus with the Salt Spring 
Singers. 

Interwoven throughout the 
evening will be .audience
sung Christmas carols with 
song sheets supplied by the 
Driftwood. 

There is no charge to 
attend this event, but people 
are encouraged to bring 
something for the food bank. 

SCROOGE SINGERS: From left, Sue Newman, Andrea Rankin; Viginia 
Newman and Rosemary Delise dress in Scrooge garb and sing Christmas carols 
outside of Mahon Hall- the site of the Last Minute Christmas Craft Fair. 

Billed as "fun for the 
entire family," the evening 
will include numbers by two 
c hildren's choirs - the 
Fernwood Elementary 

tJ 
-~8 

Whimsical"Herbie" may warm 
the heart of someone you love 

this Christmas. 

Pass the pudding 

lETS EAT! 
WITH LINDA KOROSCIL 

Steamed puddings are 
easy to make, especially 
when you us e a pudding 
mold with a lid. I have them 
on sale at my store (Love 
My Kitchen) right now -
I've used mine for years. 

Fig Pudding with 
Brandy Sauce 

1-112 c. chopped figs 
1-114 c. chopped dates 
3/4 c. Thompson raisins, 

washed 
113 c. candied ginger, 

chopped 
2 tbsp. brandy 
114 c. brown sugar 
3 c. bread crumbs, fresh 
2 c. self rising flour 
160 grams melted butter 
3 eggs, lightly beaten 
1/2 c. milk 
2 tsp. lemon zest 
2 tsp. orange zest 
3 tbsp. lemon juice 
Pour a little boiling water 

over figs and dates to soften. 
Drain after about five min
utes. Brush a two-litre pud
ding mold with butter, then 
line with parchment paper. 
Combine fruits with brandy 
and set aside for two hours. 
Combine crumbs, sugar and 

flour. 
Add fruit, then butter, 

eggs, milk, citrus peel and 
juice. Pour into mold and 
smooth top. Cover with but
tered parchment paper, then 
secure lid. Place mold on a 
trivet in a dark deep dutch 
oven. 

Add boiling water to half 
way up the sides of the pud
ding mold. Bring to a boil, 
reduce heat to a simmer and 
cover Dutch oven. 

Simmer about four hours 
or until a skewer inserted in 
the middle comes out clean. 
Remove from heat and leave 
for five minutes before turn
ing out onto serving platter. 
Serve with brandy sauce. 

Brandy Sauce 
1/4 c. cornstarch 
114 c. sugar 
2c.milk 
30 g. butter 
113 c. brandy 
Combine sugar and corn

starch in a pan, add a little 
milk to make a paste. Add 
remaining milk, whisking 
over heat till smooth and 
thick. Stir in butter and 
brandy. 

ANTARCTICA 
A heartfelt thanks to the hundreds who came to celebrate 
this exquisite book, and especially to those who generously 
contributed help, food, publicity and advice, including: 

Matt Barr, Arthur Black 
Patricia Brown, Pat Burkette 

David & Margaret Jardine 
Dan Lee, Thrifty Foods 

Mike Tyson, GVM 
David Wood, Salt Spring Cheese 

Saints by the Sea, Anglican Church 
Susan & Derrick Lundy, 

Mitchell Sherrin, The Driftwood 
Harold and Heidi Swierenga 
Staff, helpers and friends of 

Sabine's Bookshop 

The Library and Sabine's have pledge sheets for a community book. 
35% of the target has been reached so far. Thank you t~ the contributors! 

View ANTARCTICA at Sabine's Bookshop 
Net proceeds benefit BirdLife International's Save the Albatross campaign 

._ __ -· -.. _ ............ . -· ...... --......... --· - -·- -- - ...... - ... -- " -- -

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

BOXING WEEK SALE 
The 5 Days After Boxing Day Sale 

15°/o- 30°/o OFF 
Tons of stuff! 

40°/o OFF 
Christmas ornaments 

That's Dec. 27th- Dec. 31st 
lOam- Spm 

Thanks for our best year ever! 
from the partners at 

COASTAL CURRENTS 
133 Hereford Ave. - 537-0070 

Humourist. storvteller and musician 

UEIIiott's act was nothing short of brilliant" 
Good Times, New York City 

Tuesday, February 4, 8:00 pm • $18 

~~ 
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Or perhaps: 
• an exquisite, unique piece of jewellery 

designed by Bruce Pearson or Andrea Russell 
• a finely crafted clay vessel by Judy Weeden, 
Beth Feller, Rowan Rowell, Ken Bennett, or a 

Bill Boyd crystalline glazed piece 
a masterfully tu~ed wood vessel by 

Bryn King or 
Nick Hodson 
• one of Pat 

Bennett's 
incomparable 

baskets, 
• painting, fibre 

art, and sculptures 
in clay, stone, bronze, 

glass or wood 

... all by local artists 
who distinguish themselves by their 

exceptionally fine work . 

Grace Point Square Open 10 to 5 
Closed Sun. 

Best Overall Traditional Irish Band 
at the 1999 Irish Music Awards 

Ireland's Danu perform traditional Irish music with "a 
most exciting and highly musical sound that stirs the 
blood and lifts the heart." 
Dublin's Irish Music Magazine 

Saturday, March 29, 8:00 pm • $18 

Elissa Poole & Colin Tilnev 
baroque flute and harpsichord 
fridav, January 10. 8:00 pm •• 

Please ioin us for a free pre-concert chat and coffee with George Ehring, 7:00 pm 
•• please note change of date 

----

. 
" 
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20 words or less 

$8.95 
Additional words 
26¢ each 

Run your ad for 2 weeks and 
get a third week FREE! 

PRIVATE PARTY, 
MERCHANDISE ADS ONLY 

Sony, no refunds, no changes. 

Deadline 
MONDAY 5PM. 

20 words or less 
$11.00 

Additional words 
36¢ each 

Deadline TUESDAY NOON 

DISPLAY 
CLASSIFIED$ 

$11.25 
per column inch 
(minimum size one inch) 

Border: Add $2 
Frequency discounts 

REGIONAL 
CLASSIFIED$ 

BUY VANCOUVER 
ISLAND 

$89 
our 25 word classified ad ap~r 
in tm Gulf Islands Driftwood (Salt 
Spring & Pender Islands) and 15 
communi~ papers on VI. Over 

262,455 readers. 

BUY LOWER 
MAINLAND 

$89 
Your 25 word classified ad 

appears in 15 community papers 
in the lower mainland. Over 

525.455 readers. 

BUYBC 
INTERIOR 

$89 
Your 25 word classified ad 
appears in 22 community 
papers in the interior. Over 

208,856 readers. 

BCYCNA 
NETWORK 

CLASSIFIED$ 
$309 

Your 25 word classified will 
ap~r in more than 110 commu
nity newspapers in BC and the 

Yukon. Over 2.3 million readers. 

PAYMENT 
• We can accept payment 

by cash, direct debit, 
Mastercard or Visa. 

• Classifieds are prepaid 
unless you have an 
advertismg account. 

• In person at our office at 
328 Lower Ganges Road, 
Ganges 
• By telephone, 250-537-9933, 
orfax, ~50-537-2613 

• By email to 
classified@ gulfislands.net 
(no attachments please) 

• By post to Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
V8K2V3. . 

POLICIES 

LITTLE: MARION Murdock. 
Marion Little passed away at 
Lady Minto Hospital, Salt 
Spring Island, BC on Sunday, 
December 8, 2002 at age 90. 
She was predeceased by her 
husband George in 1969, her 
twin brother, Flying Officer 
George McCartney (R.C.A.F.) 
in 1944, her son Andy, 2000 
and her son, Brian 2001. She 
is survived by her son the 
Honourable Judge Les M. Little 
gHeather), daughters-in-law 

ianne (Calgary) and Fran 
(Victoria) and by grandchildren 
Anne, Alison (Bill Tucker) , 
Jamie (Kristi), Michael, Sara, 
Rob, Laura ; and John and 
three great grandchildren , 
Ben, Megan and Jamie Tucker. 
Marion was born in Dumfries, 
Scotland in April , 1912 and 
came to Canada in 1932 with 
her brother George and her 
father William McCartney. She 
lived in Moncton , New 
Brunswick until 1962, in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia until 1989 
when she moved to Victoria, 
B.C. to join her son's families 
in Western Canada. She was a 
recent resident at Greenwoods 
on Salt Spring Island. Special 
thanks to Dr. Malherbe and the 
staff at Greenwoods and the 
Lady Minto Hospital for their 
special care of Marion. There 
will be a memorial service at 
St. Luke's Anglican Church in 
Victoria in January and a 
memorial service in Clairville, 
New Brunswick in the late 
Spring of 203. No flowers by 
request. If you wish, memorial 
donations may be made to a 
charity of your choice. 
SAYER, LINDEN Neilson 
passed away suddenly and 
peacefully at the age of 70 in 
Mesa, Arizona on Dec 2, 
2002. He is survived by his 
loving wife, Karen; sons Bob 
(Linda), Jamie (Lisa) of SSI; 
Kenton (JoAnn) of New 
Westminster; daughter Leanne 
(John) Van Schetsen ; 12 
grandchildren and brother, 
Jim, in New Zealand. Lin was 
born in New Westminster and 
lived there until he retired from 
Scott Paper after 40 years and 
moved to SSI. For the past 13 
years the Sayers have happily 
spent their winters in the 
Arizona sunshine. Lin was a 
hunter, fisherman , sailor, gar
dener, wood worker and family 
man. He will be sorely missed. 
A private family celebration of 
his life will be held at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers dona
tions can be made to the Lady 
Minto Hospital Foundation. 
CARLSON, CATHERINE (Kay) 
May, 87, passed away at 
Hilltop House, Squamish, on 
December 13, 2002 . 
Predeceased by her first hus
band, William F. Spurrill (SSI) 
and her second husband Arne 
Carlson, Sr. Lovingly remem
bered by her daughters: 
Catherine Elaine McAndrew 
and Iris Shirley St. Pierre 
(Paul), eleven grandchildren, 
eight great-grandchildren. 
TOLLER, MARY Ellen passed 
away peacefully on December 
12, 2002 at the Sandringham 
Hospital. Mary was born on 
November 21 , 1920 in South 
Helton, England. Predeceased 
by her husband Stanley. She 
will be lovingly remembered by 
son, Richard (Rick), daughter 
Christine Toller and her nus
band, Robert Youds: grandchil
dren , Karen Laver and 
Cameron Youds; great-grand
children Quinna, Tessa and 
Sophie Laver and sisters: 
Nancy, Ena and Irene. Mary 
was a dedicated career nurse 
who served in W.W.II in 
England and later in Canada 
working at the Royal Jubilee 
Hospital (Victoria) in the 
Children's Ward. In lieu of flow
ers, donations may be made to 
the Heart & Stroke 
Foundation . First Memorial 
Funeral Services. 

FRASER: LORNA Jean 
passed away after a short ill
ness on December 12, 2002. 
A native of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, she moved to Salt 
Spring Island in 1996. Lorna is 
survived by her daughter Leigh 
Willis (Chris), 2 grandchildren 
and 3 great-grandchildren. A 
service will be held at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, dona
tions can be made to Lady 
Minto Hospital Foundation. 
Hayward's Funeral Service. 
CINKANT, PHI LLI P Steven 
"Ph il" - Passed away peace
fully December 14, 2002 in the 
Ladysmith General Hospital. 
Born December 26, 1939 in 
Ottawa. Survived by his family: 
daughters; Debbie (Gary) 
Gilmore and Lorri Cinkant, 
grandchildren; Erin Gilmore 
and Marie Gilmore, brother 
John (Sylvia) Cinkant and 
many nieces, nephews and 
friends. The family would like 
to extend a special thank you 
to Dr. Kennedy, AN Joanne 
Stone and the staff of the 
Ladysmith Hospital for the 
care given to Phil and his fam
ily through this difficult time. A 
Memorial Service will be held 
in Sands Funeral Chapel, 187 
Trunk Road, Duncan, BC on 
Saturday, December 21, 2002 
at 2:30 p.m. A reception will 
follow in the Sands Arbor 
Reception Centre. Flowers are 
gratefully declined. Donations 
may be made in memory of 
Phil to the Canadian Cancer 
Society, 1 08-225 Canada 
Avenue, Duncan, BC, V9L 
1T6. 
PRAGNELL, LESLIE Arthur: 
born Dec 28, 1910 in Swift 
Current Sask. Died December 
14, 2002 at Lady Minto 
Hospital. He is survived by his 
wife Margaret J. Pragnell (nee) 
Brown, son Bart D. Pragnell, 2 
grandchildren , Sean A. 
Pragnell and Kari A. Lab (nee) 
Pragnell, one great grandchild 
Megan A. Pragnell. He is also 
survived b~ h1s niece Patricia 
Reay (nee Pragnell and family. 
He 1s predeceased by his 
brother Bartley (1966) and 
Gerald (1983). No service will 
be held, in lieu of flowers 
please make a donation to a 
charity of your choice. 

HAYWARD'S 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

~~~ 
PATRICK BEATTIE 

Funeral Director 

Box 315, Ganges P.O. 
SSI , VBK 2V9 

Tel: (250) 537-1022 
Fax: (250) 537-2012 

S.S.I. COMMUNITY Services 
Food Bank thanks the follow
ing for a successful "Penny 
and Food Drive" held 
November 30, 2002: Ganges 
Village Market, Bank of 
Montreal, Island Savings 
Credit Union . Party Time 
Rentals, Lions Club, The 
Driftwood , and the Spirit 
Group at Salt Spring 
Elementary. Thanks also to 
Brittney Grundy and the 
G.I.S.S. Leadership gang who 
collected over 4000 food items 
and the B.C. Ambulance who, 
combined with the Penny Drive 
collected over $1000 for the 
Food Bank. Heartfelt thanks 
also to the Food Bank 
Volunteers: Sharon Sykes, 
Minzie Anderson, Chris 
Galloway, Linda Horsfall, Sue 
Wood, Skye Wolfe, Kay 
Christianson, Carol Martens, 
Angela Anderson and most 
especially Melanie Morris. 
Lastly,. thank you to the 
Community for your ongoing 
support and generosity. Please 
start saving as this will be an 
annual event. merry Christmas 
and the very best of the New 
Year to all. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

NDAYSPM 
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David, Holly & Brijib 
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SCHOOL:S IN! Write for publi
cation in only three lessons. 
Day and evening classes. The 
North American School of 
Outdoor Writing. 250-537-
4713 rbrunt@saltspring.com 
www.linksnorth .com/outdoor
writing. 
FOR A complete calendar of 
coming events check the 
Driftwood Community 
Calendar, in our office in the 
Upper Ganges Centre, 328 
Lower Ganges Road, or on our 
website at http://www.gulfis
lands.net. Use the calendar for 
event planning, to make sure 
your date doesn't conflict with 
someone~e=ls-=-e's=-·---
NUDGE SANTA. Art classes 
in watercolour or acrylics in 
small group setting. Jan . -
Mar. Beginner - Advanced call 
Val Konig 537-9531. 
ST. MARK'S Carols & 
Christmas Reading. Thursday, 
December 19, 7 p.m. Everyone 
welcome. St. Mark's Church, 
just north of Central. 
SECOND ANNUAL live 
Nativity in Centennial Park, 
Sunday, December 22, 7 p.m. 
Caroling , hot chocolate, 
goodie bags for the kids. 
WINTER SOLSTICE Circle 
Dance Celebration, Sun, Dec. 
22, Core Inn, 7 - 8:30 p.m. $6 
min. donation. Call Birgit at 
538-0097 for info. 
AILEEN NEISH is retiring after 
22 years of caring for Island 
Families. Please come to cel
ebrate on Thursday Dec 19th, 
from 2:30 to 5:00 at the Salt 
Spring Island Daycare 381 
Lower Ganges Rd. (Across 
from the GVM). 
SILVERSMITHING, 2 day 
workshops. Surface texturing -
found objects in jewellery, cre
ative metal techniques. 
January, $150 advanced reg
istration , $200 full tuition . 
Private classes available, 
Andrea 537-2866. 
XMAS HAMPER registration 
by December 18. Phone 537-
9971 . Hampers delivered 
Monday (morning) December 
23. 

CHRISTMAS 
EVE 

SERVICE 
7:00pm 

COMMUNITY 
GOSPEL 
CHAPEL 

A FOOD BANK 
BENEFIT 

TUNED AIR 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 

Featuring guest soprano 

Patricia Corry 
of the Leipzig Opera 

Company of Germany 
and 

Cassandra Miller 
Harp 

Sunday, Dec. 22 
7:30p.m. 

Tickets at et cetera 
$10 adults 

$8 seniors/ students 

All Saints By-The-Sea 
Church 

We:re 
-;;~y,;~iin~\~ 

il b 

our rental rates! 

AS A BIG THANK YOU 
to all the renters who 

have helped make 
ArtSpring such a 

-vibrant and exciting 
centre of activity, we 

have frozen the 
rental rates until 

September, 2003. 

If you haven't already 
discovered the value
added benefits and 

reasonable rates that 
ArtSpring offers, you 

will be delighted 
when you learn 

more. Join those in 
the know and book 
today. Call John at 

537-2125 

111 Hereford Ave. 
invites you to their 

Christmas Events 

Thursday. Dec. 19 
•!•Candles of Hope 

Service: Coping with a 
I;)Ut;~>MUI Season-2:00pm 

Sunday. Dec. 22 
•!• Advent IV Worship 
Service - I 0:00 am 

Thesday. Dec. 24 
•!•Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service of 
Lessons and Carols -

7:00 pm 

Wednesday. Dec. 25 
•!•Christmas Day 

Communion Service -
10:00 am 

•!•Community Turkey 
Dinner- II :30 am 

16weeks 
of 

DANCE CLASSES 
with 

SUE NEWMAN 
at 

MAHON HALL 

BALLET, TAP, JAZZ and 
MUSICAL THEATRE 

(7-10 yrs only) 
for children and adults 

to register, please 
phone 

537-5289 
Lessons begin on jan 6th! 

BINGO 
MEADEN HALL 

Royal Canadian Legion 

THURSDAY 
December 19. 7:00pm 
Early Birds • 6:30pm 

Sponsored by 
Ladies Auxiliary 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 92. 

All proceeds to bursaries for 
Salt Spring Island students. 

SSI CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

FIRST 
NIGHT 

10:00 p.m. to 
Midnight New 

Year's Eve 
In Mouat's parking lot 

• First annual chili cook-off 
• Entertainment by Valdy 
• MC: Arthur Black 
• Unveiling new Firehall 

Clock 

To enter the chili 
cook-off please 
register at the 

Chamber office. 

-------------------~ 
YOGA , nf!saJt 0 I 

~~sf5 cSPTWf(iniit : 
OOJYoga I 

Last Class- December 20'h until january 6'' 1 

REMINDER: No classes any holiday weekends .J 
Schedule subject to change. Drop in fee: $10/classdb 

_ Please bring a water bottle. 
Monday Thursday 
Mixed Levels Level 1 & 2 
Aradhana Celeste Kishori 
9-10:30 a. m. 4:15-5:45 p.m. 
Seniors 11 - 12 noon Sunday 
Tuesday FREE lntro to Yoga 
Level 1 & 2 SSC Staff 
Ra inbow Rama Devi 9:30-11 a.m. 
4:30-6 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Beginners 
Aradhana Ce leste 
6:45-8 p.m. 

Tue through Fri 
Mixed Levels 
YTT Grads/Student Teachers 
Please pay by donation 
9-1 0:30 a.m. 

3:30 p.m. Satsang & Dinne r the first Sunday of every month 
starting February 2"". Ca ll 537-2726 to reserve. 

537-2326 
·ssc@sa ltspring.com www.sa ltspringcentre.com 

~-------------------

* 5l 6ramf new store in (janges* 
: witfi a 13ofiemian J'fair : 
* Local Jl.rtist Jeweby * * Jtm6er- Pearl- .!Jlmetliyst, etc. * * Sifi(Scarves- $29m to $59f!IJ. * * Jl.wesome y!fPSY fJ3fouses * * Jean Long Skirts 3 'lJesigns * *• Luma Lamps, fJ3o?(_es, (jfass J'rom : * Po£an4 Incense, Catuffes, J'ringe * 

Leatfier fJ3ags aru£ 13dts * * ' ! 20%offSWE! 
: 1Jec 20, 21, 22 : 
* 'Does not induae * * Consignment art • :ll{_atura[ wreaths * 
: 131 !Jv[cPfii[{ips .9Lve : 
: 537-5661 : 
* 13eside tfie Library * 
~ •••••••••••. ~ 



JULIElTE'S 
HAIR STUDIO 

LUXURIANT 
A VEDA SKIN AND 

HAIR CARE FOR 
SOLSTICE AND 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

AVEDAAND 
JOICO STOCKING 

STUFFERS FOR 
MEN AND 
WOMEN 

. OPEN TUES.- SAT. 
296 WILKIE WAY 

537-9542 

1-{ave Yl. 
Murray 

Christmas! 

5tvaifa6(e at sefectu£ 
wcations unti£ Cfiristmas 

~ 
CMsms• 
Christmas Eve, Doc. 24, closed at 4pm 

Christmas Day, Dec. 25 ~ Closed ~ 

Boxing Day, Dec. 26 ~ Closed ~ 

New Year's Eve, Dec. 31, 11am · 3am 

New Year's Day Brunch 11 am · 3pm 

Christmas~ 

Scroog~ 

December 20 & 23 
at 7 p.m. 

December 22 Matinee 
at 2 p.m. 

Adults $15 Kids $7 
Thursday Dtmnber 19 
Dress Preview- all seats $5 
Newman Family Productio!ll -t+ 2002 

MONTESSORI PROGRAM 
has openings in the New Year 
for children 2 • 5 years old. 
"Laying the foundation for 
future learning." For more infer· 
mation call Salt Spring 
Montessori. 653-9228. 
A NEW CAREER? Train to be 
an Apartment/ Condominium 
Manager. Many jobs! Job 
placement assistance . All· 
Areas. Government Registered 
Program. Information/ 
brochure (604) 681·5456, 1· 
800-665-8339, www.rmti.ca. 

TAKE NOTICE; G-3 Ent. Ltd. 
by virtue of the 
Warehouseman's Lien Act, a 
1987 Chrysler 5th Avenue, 
S e r i a I 
#1C3BF66P3HW112979 wil l 
be sold to the highest bidder 
for recovery of costs in the 
amount of $530 storage and 
towing owing to Blue Angel 
Towing. Time of sale: 10:00 
a.m. January 7, 2003, 529 Mt 
Belcher Heights, Salt Spring 
Island. 

GREEN WOOL hat left at 
Ganges Garment Co. at the 
end of summer. Claim at the 
Driftwood. 
BOUNCED FROM pickup. Red 
buoy with white bucket and 
anchor puller attached. 
Possibly Collins, Rainbow or 
Long Harbour Rd. 537·4584. 
FOUND CORDLESS tete· 
phone, good shape,· Booth 
Canal Road. 537·5953. 
FOUND short-haired white 
female with black/grey 
splotches, Vesuvius area. 
Also, Short-haired tabby 
female, found in Mountain 
Meadows area . Both cats 
extremely friendly. Contact 
SPCA 537·2123. 

HEY GUYS! We've got all your 
Christmas shopping done for 
you! And ... we are open every 
day until Christmas so you can 
come and pick it up. Cathy 
Ward and Samantha Bourdin. 
Family Jewels 161 Fulford 
Ganges Road. 538-5560 P.S. 
Wrapping it up is always free. 
IF YOUR Driftwood subscrip· 
lion label has the date high· 
lighted, now is the time to 
renew! 
HELP, CAN anyone assist me 
in locating several hand 
loomed Mexican Zapotec car· 
pets. Sizes 5 x 8' to 2 112 x 4'. 
May have been purchased 
from Anthony (Tony) Asch in 
the last year or so. These are 
not stolen, I would just like to 
locate them . Reward. John 
Dewar 537·0612. 
CANADIAN FIREARMS Safety 
Courses. C.O.R.E. Hunting 
Program info. 537-1243. 
CLASSIFIED ADS WORK · 
you're reading them now! 
Place a 25-word classified in 
99 B.C. & Yukon newspapers 
for only $309. Call this 
newspaper for details, or 
phone 1·866·669-9222 
ext. 3. www.communityclassi
fieds.ca 

*REDUCE* 
*REUSE* 

*RECYCLE* 

REJJ~f~i\10N 
with 

ACUPUNCTURE 
IS NOW BEING OFFERED 
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND. 

For more information 
on this safe and 

effective alternative to 
cosmetic surgery, 

phone: 
DR. CHARLES ALSBERG 

653-4216 

Attention 
Artisans! 

BC Distributor of Home 
Decor product has large 

booth at Alberta Gift 
Show which needs new 
product. Display costs 

covered by Distributor. If 
interested call lain @ 

CVMI Toil Free: 

1-866-797-2920 

~O TRCOT 
SALT SPRING ISLAND 

LOCALTRUSTCOMMnTEE 

The offices of the 
Islands Trust Salt 

Spring Island will be 
closed Wednesday, 

December 25th 
through Wednesday, 
January 1st, 2003 for 

the Christmas season. 
Regular office hours 
will resume 10 a.m., 
Thursday, January 

2nd, 2003. 

Sorry for any 
inconvenience. 

cY.. LA.k 
0 - ·· ~ ...., 

~ 
~ 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Locally produced knitting 
yarns, sweaters, hats and 

fe lted wool items. 
Visit the showroom at 
Bullock Lake Farm 

360 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Phone for appointment. 

537-4895 

RECREATION INSTRUCTORS 
Don't Miss This Opportunity! 
Salt Spring Island Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission 
(PARC) plans to print an updated Directory of Local 
Instructors who currently provide or are planning to offer 
programs to the public that are oriented towards leisure 
recreation. 

The Directory will be printed in flyer form and be made 
available in mid January 2003, at public venues throughout 
Salt Spring Island, on PARC's telephone fax-back system 
and on PARC's website. 

A $10.00 charge will be applied to partially 
cover administrative costs. 

To be included in this Directory: 

• On or before December 12- pick up an application form 
at the PARC office. Office hours are 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m. Monday to Wednesday AND 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. on Thursday. 

• After December 12- Call the PARC voice mail system 
and follow the instructions to receive a fax-back appli
cation form. 

• Return your form together with the $10.00 fee to the 
PARC office at 145 Vesuvius Bay Road, V8K 1 K3. 

For more information please call 537-4448 

Deadline for filing your form and fee is January 6, 2003 

;®:Pair 
~ ' Pllb1111 racrutlll 

RIDE SHARE to Downtown 
Victoria , M · F, 6:20 a.m., 5 
p.m. return. Please call 537· 
6538. 
MEGHAN. YOUR phone bill is 
now $438, plus $25 cash I lent 
you . Total owing me is $463. 
You have until January 1st to 
pay before I take legal action 
against you. So much for 
friendship. 

CANADA'S TOP PSY· 
CH ICS ... Are You Ready to 
Believe in Psychics Again? 
Call Now, You Won't Be 
Disappointed ! 1·900·451 ·7070 
$2.95/minute 18+. 

HAIR DRESSING business for 
sale in Vesuvius. Could easily 
be retail shop. Lease avail· 
able. Call 537-4012 leave 
message. 
ZESTO'S OVEN BAKED Subs 
& California Style Wraps are 
looking for motivated fran
chisees. Join this pynamic and 
fast growing Canadian 
Company. 1·888·922·2294 . 
www.zestos.com. 
INVENTORS · PRODUCT 
IDEAS wanted! Free informa· 
lion package. Develop & pro· 
fessionally present your new 
product idea to manufacturers 
through Davison, an award 
winning firm. Patent assistance 
available: 1·800·544-3327 
(24 hrs). 

DRIFTWOOD .· 
CLASSIFIBDS" 
5.37-99.3.3 -~ 

• GULF 
COAST 

MATERIALS 
Serving the Gulf Islands 

Salt Spring, Galiano, 
Mayne, Penders 

*READY MIX 
*WASHED GRAVEL 
* REINFORCED STEEL 
* BAGGED CEMENT 
* SEPTIC TANKS 
* SCAFFOLDING RENTAL 

537-2611 
Rainbow Road 

ST. PAUL:S UNITED Church in 
Sidney is searching for an 
organist/ choir director for 35 
vo1ce choir. Closure date, 
January 15/03. 250·656·6143. 
UNIQUE HOME Care Support 
is looking to expanding its 
quality home care services to 
Salt Spring in January 2003. 
We are in the process of hir· 
ing , on a contract basis, 
Certif ied Resident Care 
Attendants/ Community 
Support Workers . All appl1· 
cants must be mature, experi· 
enced, independent and be 
capable of working day and 
night shifts. Please - fax 
resumes to 1·250·715·1098. 
LIVE IN Caregiver needed . 
Fun loving, spontaneous and 
reliable. Call Sally Sunshine. 
537·1649. 
HARBOUR HOUSE Hotel is 
now accepting resumes in the 
janitoria department. Two 
morning shifts weekly, either 
Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Saturday, Sunday. 4 hours per 
shift w1th option to join in 
housekeeping during the busy 
season. Leave resume at front 
desk, Attention Charlene. 
SERVICE ADVISOR 
REQUIRED, Yellowknife 
Chrysler. The fastest growing 
automobile franchise in the 
NWT requ ires a qualified, 
energetic service advisor to 
join our team . We offer an 
excellent salary, company ben
efit plan, bonus incentive and 
outstanding Northern lifestyle. 
The territones have the lowest 
rate of personal tax and no 
PST. The successful candi· 
date must have previous serv
ice advisor experience, prefer
ably automotive ADP or 
Reynolds with a strong desire 
to work in a fast-paced envi
ronment , dedicated to cus
tomer service. Relocation 
assistance provided. Submit 
resume in confidence to : 
Service Manager, Yellowknife 
Chrysler, 340 Old Airport 
Road , Yellowkn ife, NT, X1A 
3T3. Fax 867·873·6688. 
Email: ffowlow@hotmail.com. 

'WALTER HUSER 
&SONS 

Construction Ltd. 
Residential & Commercial 

Personalized service 
from plans to completion 

537-5247- 537-5092 
Salt Spring Island 

~ 
. 

I 

"Quality Homes 
of Distinction" 

Vilkt/4., 
etUUJ.wtvw (1980) .eu. 

Building Island Homes 
for three generations. 

Kent John 
537-5463 537-9857 

Fax 537-5407 

LET•s GET 
STARTED! 

Bring your sketches & ideas 
and together we'll design (or 
upgrade) your dream home. 
Through the use of computer
aided drafting, we'll quickly pro
duce the working drawings 
you'll take to your contractor. 

PLEASE CALL 
HELSET DESIGN 

537-1037 
and ask for Jim 

You're in the Island's 
Biggest Marketplace • 

the Driftwood Classifieds! 

NORTH END Fitness is look· 
ing for one person to join our 
staff. Experience not as impor· 
tant as a genuine love of work· 
ing with the public, and com· 
passion . Please drop off 
resumes at North End Fitness. 
NANNY IN a quiet neighbor· 
hood. Able and energetic indi· 
vidual needed for Nanny posi· 
tion on Salt Spring Island. 35· 
40 hrs per week supervising a 
3 year old. Licensed driver a 
requirement. Maturity and edu· 
cation an asset. Character ref· 
eren ces required. N/S. 
Assignment to commence Jan. 
6/03. Contact : David or Diane 
at 250·538·1780, 250·537· 
0633. 

' 

SSI EMPLOYMENT 
SERVICES 

Are you unemployed and need 
help with your job search? Are 
you thinking about re-training? 
If you are receiving Employment 

Insurance Benefrts (or have 
received these benefits within the 
last 3 years) we have a variety of 
programs available to assist you. 
Counsellor comes to SS/ once 
a ~ek and services are free. 

Please call Marta 
at 1-888-993-2299 

DRIFTWOOD 
CLASSIFIEDS 

You're in the busiest 
marketplace in town 

when you place a 
Driftwood CJassified Ad. 

Come to our office at 328 
Lower Ganges Road or 

phone us at 

{250) 537-9933, 
8 am.- 5_p!ll·· · 

Mon.- Fn. 
Fax: (250) 537-2613 

THE BLINDS GUYS 

OF COURSE! 
537-1737 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
AMBULANCE 

SERVICE 
NOW RECRUITING 

The BC Ambulance Service is 
recruiting people on the Gu~ 
Islands who are willing to be 
part-time/on-call Paramedics 
to serve their community. 

Basic qualifications include: 
Grade 12 graduation or equiv
alent, Occupational First Aid 
Level3, CPR level ''C' certrti· 
cate, and a valid Class 1, 2 or 
4 BC Driver's Ucense. 

If you are at least 19 years of 
age, in good health and 
believe you possess the quali· 
ties required to work in this 
dynamic, fast-paced, often 
stressful work environment -
we are looking for you. You 
will need to meet our availabil
ity requirements. 

Applicants must pass the BC 
Ambulance Service testing 
and selection process to be 
considered for employment. 

To apply, you must complete 
our inforrnatioo'application 
package available at: 
httpJ/wmi,hlth.gov.bc.ca!ocas 
lbcasgual.htm or 

BC Ambulance Service 
Human Resources, Region 1 
PO BOX 9601 , Stn Prov Govt 
3300 Dougals Street 
VICtoria BC V8W 9P1 

Phone: (250) 952-5965 
Fax: (250) 952·5970 

Paint & Redecorate 
witn Care 

• tPARA 

SPECTRA·TOnE PAinT 
Serving the Gulf Islands for over 10 years. 

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS: email: driftwood@gulfislands.net 

~ 

... 
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THE JOBMAN Home and 
Property Maintenance for 
everything around your home. 
Phone Brad at 537-2262. All 
equipment supplied and fully 
insured. 
STONE BROS. desperately in 
need of work. 537-9616. 

RENOVATION CARPENTER -
Certified, 25 years experience. 
Formwork & framing, free esti
mate. 537-9534 Terry's 
Renovations. 
B.B.I. HOME Improvement 
specializing in indoor and out
door construction. Reasonably 
priced, call537-1810. 
WORLD FAMOUS on Salt 
Spring! Piko Renovations Ltd. 
creates excellent small- to 
medium-sized renovations, 
repairs, decks, etc. Peter 
Blackmore, 537-4382. 
JOURNEYMAN CARPENTER 
available for work. Additions, 
renovations, new homes, sun 
decks, green houses, etc. 
Reasonable rates. Quality and 
integrity. Jim Anderso~ . 537-
9124. 
SMALL RENOVATION work, 
additions, alterations. All work 
guaranteed by tradesman . 
Interior painting only by experi
enced painters. 537-2732. 
RENOVATIONS, PAINTING 
and all repairs. Phone the 
Jobman. 537-2262. 

QUALIFIED HOUSE
CLEANER has openings. 
Good references. Call 537-
8170. 

ALANON/ALATEEN A pro
gram for family and friends of 
alcoholics. For further informa
tion call 537-2941, 653-4288 
or 537-4909. 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
Misuse Support Group, Friday 
mornings. Call Salt Spring 
Community Services at 537-
9971 for more information. 
ADULT CHILDREN 
Anonymous. For healing from 
any dysfunctional family back
ground. Saturday afternoons 
537-4315 for information. 

---
FAMILIES OF Schizophrenics 
meet in homes for mutual sup
port. Call 537-2543. 
CRISIS LINE for Salt Spring -
toll-free 1-877-435-7544. 
DRESSINGS FREc:=E_t_o -ca-n-ce- r 
patients by the Order of the 
Eastern Star. Contact Ida 
McManus, 537-5423. 
NARCOTICS_A_N_O,-N_Y_M--,0-U-,S- -
537-8978 

Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

Services Meetings 
Salt Spring - 537-7573 

Galiano ---- 539-2222 

Pender --- 629-3631 

Women's only - Thursday 
nights 5:30p.m. - 537-7573 

P f...n1fv Mi11W Gu({Js(andS 
lliiliHOSI'ITAL FOUNDATION 
.... _.,_ 

The aims and objectives of the 
LADY MINTO GULF ISLANDS 
HOSPITAL FOUNDATION are 
to raise funds which will be used 
to expand and enhance the 
delivery of medical care by the 
Hospital to Gulf Islands resi
dents. You can help the 
Foundation attain these goals by 
a gift of funds, real or personal 
property, memorial bequests, 
endowments, life insurance or 
securities. 

All donations will be recognized 
in the Hospital and receipts for 
Income Tax purposes will be 
issued. 

Please help YOUR 
Hospital so it can help 
YOU. 
135 Crofton Rd. 
Salt Spring Island, 
V8K 1T1 
538-4845 

COMPUTER REPAIRS & con
sulting, all makes, 15 years on 
Salt Spring, CollinsWorks 537-
9297, pager 604-686-5311. 

Tuesday-Friday 
10:00-5:00 

Closed Saturdays 
323 Lower Ganges Road 

(Lancer Building) 
RICHARD WEATHERALL 

(Optician) 
537-2648 Office 

537-5294 Residence 

SOLUTIONS TO your health 
concerns. Addresses cause of 
all illness utilizing an "Electrical 
Understanding". Eliminate all 
illness. Retain high energy/ 
youthfulness. Transform your 
life forever. Help others attain 
ideal health & be highly 
rewarded . Free info package. 
Call now! 888-658-8859. E
maillouish3@shaw.ca. 

GUITAR LESSONS. Play & 
write songs! My program is 
designed to help you learn fast 
& well. Andre Berube. 537-
5520. 

PARTY RENTALS 

·~ 
'*L 'Fop~_-. 

BEST QUALITY 
BIGGEST SELECTION 

"FIVE STAR SERVICE" 
www.rentalstop.ca 

#1-327 Rainbow Rd. 538-0388 

VANCOUVER DOWNTOWN 
ALL-SUITE Deluxe hotel from 
$69 sgl/dbl, B.C. residents 
Dec/Jan special. 1-800-663-
1818. www.century-plaza.com . 
Cafe, lounge, seafood restau
rant, #!-rated day spa. 
Weekly/monthly rates. 
TIMESHARE RESALES. 
Worldwide Selection. Era 
Stroman Since 1979. Call now! 
Buyers call 1-800-613-7987. 
Sellers call 1-800-201-0864. 
www.timesharelink.com 

ANTIQUE HAND-CARVED, 
newly upholstered couch, 
beautiful, best offer. 537-1977. 
OAK TEA trolley with inset 
glass top. $325 Eves. 537-
2845 

Kitchenaid, 
Whirlpool, Frigidaire, 

Maytag & more! 

LARGEST SELECTION ON 
SALT SPRING 

ISLAND 

537-2111 

STEEL BUILDINGS. 
Clearance sale! Manufacturer 
direct. Beat next price 
increase. 25x40 $7,200.00. 
30x40 $8,900.00. 30x50 
$10,300.00. 35x50 
$13,200.00. 40x60 
$17,300.00. Others. Pioneer 1-
800-668-5422. Since 1980 
FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 

Durable, Dependable, Pre
engineered All-Steel 
Structures. Custom-made to 
suit your needs and require
ments. Factory-Direct afford
able prices. Call 1-800-668-
8653 ext. 132 for free brochure 

SEI US fOR A fAST 
QUOTE ON All YOUR 

BUILDING REQUIREMENTS! 

• Flooring 
• Heating 
• Eaves 
• Plumbing 
• Roofing 

For all your building 
requirements, large or small! 

lsllilfGG LUMBER LTD. 

804 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 
537-4978 

GREMLIN HUNTER Computer 
Services repairs for ordinary to 
the unusual. Local in home 
help for any problem. E-mail: 
labine@uniserve.com Phone 
537-7160. 
COMPUTER PROBLEMS? 
Set-ups, Installing Software, 
Tutoring, Internet. Your place or 
ours. Yes, we make house calls 
days/evenings/ wkends. 
$25/hr. Over 20 years exp. 
Phone Robert. 537-2888. 
Arvana Consulting. 

Ron 
Weisner BASe 

Computer Repair & Uparades 

.I data recovery 

.I PRINTER repairs 

.I new & used computer 
systems available 

Office Equipment 

service and repair 
.1. PHOTOCOPIERS 
.I FAX MACHINES 
.I CASH REGISTERS 

(250) 537-5058 
weisner@saltspring.com 

Reduce Reuse Recycle 

-~~~~~,,.,.,.... .. _,.,.__ 

i WISHING EVERYONE I 
A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON . 

AND ALL THE BEST 
~ IN THE COMING NEW YEAR! ~ 
) FROM ALL OF US AT ) 

1 U\I"LniE® ~ 

!
(.... VICKY, JAMIE, JULIA, BEV AND MARL/£ 1.· 

Pacific Travel Shop ~~ 
. 537-5523 

1-877-274-4168 
_ ___....__ .. """""''~"_,..,_.__,, __ _ 

SONY CUE P.E.O. (palm pilot) 
Model Pegsj20, 6 weeks old. 
Amazing tool for busy person. 
See sony.ca for info. Paid 
$350 including taxes, $250 
firm. Leave message, 537-
1501 . 

CALDWELL~S 
OAKSPRING 

FARM 
Since 1882 

Currently available: 
• FREE RANGE GRAIN

FED PORK & BEEF 
• FRESH CUT LUMBER 

537-5380 or 537-2152 

FIREWOOD FOR sale, One 
load fir $150. Phone 537-4487-. 

ANTIQUE ENGLISH oak 
wardrobe, 6' x 4' x 1.5', Deco 
style, 2 door, excellent condi
tion , $800 obo. 537-2505. 
BEDS IN new condition, only 6 
mo. old. One double, two sin
gles. Queen size in good con
dition. Call537-5705. 
BED FRAME (single) $25. Bed 
side table $10. Small wood 
desk, $50. Book shelf, $10. 
Free chairs, 537-5701. 
SOLID OAK round pedestal 
table 44" diam. with 4 leaves. 4 
matching chairs , one side 
chair $1200. Coffee table 50" x 
28" $300. 2 end tables 22" x 
28" $200 each, set $500. 
Coffee table 24" x 24", frosted 
glass top, $100. Phone 537-
9557. 

LIONS GARAGE Sale, 103 
Bonnet Ave. Every Friday, 
Saturday only, 10 am - 12 
noon. Come & browse, we just 
may have it. New merchandise 
arriving daily. Good, clean mer
chandise wanted. Call 537-
2000 for pick-up or info. 

CLOCK REPAIRS on-island. 
House calls, free estimates, 
rare parts found or made. I 
love old clocks. Mark 537-
5022. 

--:-----:----:----:----
MACHINING CNC milling , 
turning, engraving, gears, cus
tom design, metals, plastic. 
Mark 537-5022. 
VACUUMS! VACUUMS! 
Repairs, bags & belts, used 
vacuum bargains. Satisfaction 
guaranteed! Salt Spring Linen 
& Drycleaners, 116 Hereford 
Avenue, Ganges. 537-2241. 
STORAGE TANKS: water, sep
tic, sewage-holding (polyethyl
ene). Ecological Systems: 
sewage-treatment plants, efflu
ent filters. Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express accepted. 
GIS Sales & Rentals 653-
4013. 
WE BUY & Sell Secondhand, 
Antiques & Books. The Great 
Ganges Junk Co., 105 
McPhillips Ave., 537-4507. 
IT PAYS to shop locally! Buy 
your DVD player and related 
equipment and get up to 10 
free DVD movie rentals with 
purchase. Details in store. 
Q.S.I. Electronics (Radio 
Shack). 537-4522. 
CHRISTMAS GIFT sale. 20 -
60% off at Saltspring's most 
interesting gallery. 
RainCoastWest - next to 
Embe's. (250) 537-4403. 
GREAT XMAS Present. 
Janome Serger/Overlocker, 
MyLock 204D. Used once, in 
original box. New $598 plus 
taxes. Asking $400. 537-9588. 
HONDA GENERATOR, 2200 
watts, as new $750. Zodiac 
$500. 2 hp Yamaha outboard, 
as new $200. Stihl 3 blade 
brushcutter $100. Radial arm 
saw $30 . Gas weed eater 
$40. Chainsaw, as new $40. 
537-1944. 
OSBURN WOOD fireplace 
insert, 1200 model, CSA 
approved, $250 obo. Also, 
Osburn 1200 free standing 
wood heater, CSA approved 
$300 obo. 653-9502. 
STURDY WOODEN bunk beds 
$125; rollerblades & pads $35; 
radial arm saw. 537-4155. 

GSA FIREPLACE wood stove 
insert, $275. 8' x 7' raised 
panel cedar garage door with 
tracks & opener, $400. Four 
antique, low back, oak dining 
chairs, $75 ea . Antique, 
mahogany, drop leaf table, 
$300. Two waterfall style vanity 
dressers, $200 & $250. Small 
Persian carpets, old wood 
doors & windows, many differ
ent sizes, vintage plumbing & 
lighting, porcelain wall sinks, 
$35 ea. Laundry tubs, $20. Two 
wheel drive, back hoe front tire 
on rim $150. 537-4450. 
CHRISTMAS GIFT sale. 20 -
60% off at Saltspring's most 
interesting gallery. 
RainCoastWest - next to 
Embe's. 250 537-4403. 
EXPERT WATCH and clock 
repairs by certified watch
maker. Located between 
Crofton and Duncan. Serving 
the Cowichan Valley over 25 
years. Call L.D. Frank-Jeweller 
and Watchmaker 250-7 48-
6058 (Duncan). Saturday pick· 
up & delivery on Salt Spring. 
TEAK DINING suite with buf
fet, 4 chairs $1250. Dynaforce 
wide stance bench, olympic 
bar, 430 lbs steel plates $675. 
537-8405. 
SOLID DOORS, various 
widths. 2 @ 30", 4 @ 32", 1 @ 
36", all by 78" high, 1 3/4' thick. 
Painted & worked for 2 1/8". 
Knob hardware (Schlage) and 
4" hinges. $300 the lot or $50 
each. Phone 537-1949. 
IKEA PINE bunk beds, $100. 
Single mattress, $20. Colour 
Game Boy, $75. Hockey gear, 
hockey game, Pokeman game. 
537-1263. 
COFFEE POWERED car? 
We're working on it. Thought 
we'd start with the drivers. 
Ometepe Coffee. 
SO CHEAP: You'd think 
Santa's paying half! King size, 
top line pillow-top, "Never
Turn" mattress set, pocket-coil 
construction $1498 . with 
antique bronze canopy bed 
c/w H.D. Rug-roller frame 
$1988! Queen size "Never
Turn" mattress set as above, 
15 yr. full guarantee $998. 
Solid natural pine bed 
w/wooden side rails, $288. All 
leather luxury rocker/recliners 
$799. New $1698. Sofa & 
Loveseat clearing $899.95. 
Large selection Curio & china 
cabinets, cheap! Buy & Save, 
9818 Fourth St. Sidney. 
XMAS BARGAINS • as new: 
decorations, bed spread, M/L 
lingerie, coats, china, beaded 
purse, jewellery, sewing stand, 
bathroom cabinets, organizer. 
25 cents- $40.537-1129. 
SOLID OAK, Cherry, 
Mahogany & Maple, New & 
used curio cabinets, china 
cabinets, side boards. Corner 
Models Too! Big selection, 
cheap prices! Solid Oak 42" X 
60" Pedestal table, 6 arrow
back chairs, $399.95. Solid 
wood 40" round, drop leaf 
pedestal table, Windsor chairs 
3 pc $298. 5 pc $388. Cherry 
Queen-Anne table, 4 & 2 arm 
chairs 7 pc. $899.95. Wooden 
chairs $20. Kitchen/ bar chairs 
$20. oak or cherry serving 
cart, $78. Oak or cherry nest
ing tables $99.95. TV Tables, 
solid wood 5 pc $69.95. 
Cheval mirrors $88 . Buy & 
Save, 9818 Fourth St. Sidney. 
REVERSE OSMOSIS pure 
water filter, $50. Vint. uphol
stered armchair, $65 . 2 
antique trunks, $250 ea . 
George Ill arm chair $250. 
Vintage steel bed, twin, $50. 
Sewing stand 1920's $95 . 
Brass boat kerosene lamp, 
$60. 1920's Deco serving trol
ley, $75. Assorted lamps. 653-
2372. 
STOREWIDE: NO PST, no 
GST: on all carpenter & 
mechanic tools, power tools, 
heaters, fireplace tools, paint
ings, mirrors, lamps, china, 
crystal, housewares, bric-a
brac, etc. Also on sale 
Simmons queen hide-a-bed, 
copper velour, as new $188; 
solid oak antique desks, 
dressers, lamps, asst. cabinets 
& tables. Big selection , cheap! 
Buy & Save, 9818 Fourth St. , 
Sidney. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

UPRIGHT STAINLESS steel 
Sub-Zero Fridge, freezer 
drawer below, works well 
(replacement value $9,000) 
must sell $2300 o.b.o. Call 
Chris@ 538-1885. 
'88 GMC SAFARI van, VB, 
auto, good cond., 8 seats 
(optional), $1800 obo. Antique 
dresser, armoire, mahogany 
sideboard, call to view. 537-
9705. 

SALT SPRING 

MtNI STORAGE 

347 Upper Ganges Road 

"When convenience 
and security matter" 

537-5888 

The Perfect Gift for 
someone close to 

your heart. 
Dream Catcher Designs 

• Hemp Necklaces 
• Bead Bracelets 
• Silver Earrings 

unique & original designs 
available only at 

Family Jewels 
161 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 
next to Island Escapades 

CHRISTMAS I 
SALE 

Gulf Islands 
Carpet Care 
DAVE THATCHER 

20% off Cleaning 
30% off Scotchguard 

'til December 23 only 

537-4944 

FRASER•s 
THIMBLE iiJ.MS 

175 ARBUTUS ~t' 
537-5788 . 
TUES.- SUN. 
10-4:30 
CLOSED MONDAYS 

We still have a 
great selection of 

cut and live 
Christmas trees. 

LAST CHANCE 
FOR BULBS 

20-50% off 

8 PIECE "TAMA" Drum kit, 
"Rockstar" series, Excellent 
condition, $1000 obo. 537-
1551 . 

KNOW BETTER Dog Food is 
a new innovative way to feed 
your canine companion using 
raw, natural foods. Made on 
Salt Spring Island, check us 
out at Foxglove or call 537-
8717. 
HORSE RIDING lessons, 
beginner through advanced 
dressage. Children welcome. 
Farrier service also available. 
653-4184. 
PEPPER'S PUPPIES are 
excited about finding a new 
home! They will be ready for 
Christmas, Doberman & 
Belgian shepherd cross, gen
tle and keen. $75 ea. 537-
1983 or 537-2876. 

DISHWASHER, OLD but 
works, built in, black. 537-1263. 
WORKING FRIDGE , 537-
9971 . 
SINGLE MATTRESS & box 
spring. 537-8922. 

WASHER, INGLIS automatic, 
works. 653-2007. 
2 TWIN BOXSPRINGS and 
mattresses, 537-4228. 
3 COUCHES & various other 
furniture. Call Chris @ 538-
1885 
INGLIS FROST-FREE fridge, 
good working order, gold. 538-
0052.SALT SPR lNG Island 
Recycle Depot is located at 
349 Rainbow Rd. We are open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 
am to 5 pm. This service is 
operated by Salt Spring Island 
Community Services. Please 
call The Recycle Depot at 537-
1200, or Community Services 
at 537-9971 for information on 
materials accepted for recy
cling. 
THIS COLUMN is designed for 
free recyclable items only (no 
animals). There is no charge to 
place items in this column. Ads 
can be submitted in person at 
the Driftwood office (328 
Lower Ganges Road) by nor
mal deadline (Monday 5 pm.) 
or by phone 537-9933, fax 
537-2613 or email. 

- e~ 
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SIGHTFIRST 
• 

A LIONS 0 PROJECT 

RECYCLE 
YOUR 

OLD GLASSES 
Your old prescription 
lenses can be a gift of 

sight. Boxes located at: 

• Pharmasave 
• Bank of Montreal 
• Bank of Commerce 
• Island Savings Credit Union 
• Gulf Islands Optical 

SALT SPRING Music is on the 
Internet at www.saltspringmu
sic.com. Hear song samples 
before you buy. Pay by cheque 
or credit card. More than 40 
COs available. 

EIGHT CONTEMPORARY 
homes. 1200 - 1500 sq. ft., 
$28,000 - $48,000. Large 
character bungalow/cottage. 
250-656-1387, www.nickel· 
bros.com 
VESUVIUS LOT for sale by 
owner, .58 acre, piped water, 
part sea view, no GST, asking 
$140,000, terms. 537-5807. 
HOUSE FOR Sale, 5 years 
old, 2 bedroom, approx. 1050 
sq. ft. Ideal retirement or 
starter home in quiet cul-de
sac in town on a sunny private 
lot w/valley views. 1 112 baths, 
H/W floors, fully landscaped, 
covered patio w/hot tub, a 
must see, $249,000 537-2408 . 

LAND OR ·house/ cabin 
w/good water in quiet location. 
Fulford or Ganges area. Long 
term, island resident. Thanks 
537-2010 . 

THINKING Of 
SElliNG? 

Salt Spring Island 

We are searching for a 
special home. It does 
not need to be a large 

home. We need · 
interesting design, a 

view or a garden 
setting. Privacy is a 

must. 

538-1804 



REAL ESTATE listings for the 
Gulf Islands are viewable any
where in the world with 
Internet access. www.gulfis-
lands.net 

1 BEDROOM SUITE available 
January 1/03. Suitable for 
mature person. Private 
entrance. Private patio. View. 
$600/per mo. NIP, N/S. 537-
1086. 
GROUND LEVEL suite avail
able long term for quiet adult. 
Private, separate entrance. 
Large 1 BR, bright, clean and 
modern. Vesuvius area . 
Overlooks large pond. WID, 
N/S, Cat OK. References 
$6501 mo. 537-9953. 
ATTRACTIVE, UNIQU E tri
level apartment for creative 
N/S person(s). Three skylights, 
two decks, two bathrooms, pri
vate parking, entrance, gar
den; bright, partly furnished, 
satellite TV. $665, part hydro. 
537-4137 
BRIGHT ONE bedroom apt, 
walk to Ganges, includes 
hydro, cable vision, water. 
$595/ mo. Suited for single 
adult, no pets. Call 537-2300. 
Avail. Jan 1, 2003 or maybe 
sooner. 

TWO COMMERCIAL SPACES 
for rent at Moby's. The large 
one - presently "SS Dairy"; the 
small one - presently 
"Ciip'n'Dip". See Barry or 
Jamie, 537-5559. 
OFFICE SPACE for rent 
Lancer Building. Call Roland, 
537-2133. 
BRIGHT, CLEAN, quiet, suit
able for professional offices, 
retail or studio space. Upstairs 
Home Design Centre. 537-
5340 to view. 

2+ BEDROOM sunny Vesuvius 
house with rental suite 
attached. Suit small family or 
couple. From Jan. - June or 
long term to right folks. 538-
0103. 
NEW DELUXE 1 bdrm. cot
tage for long term. Peaceful, 
quiet location, N/S, N/P, refer
ences, $795 hydro incl., 537-
8938. 
NEW HOME for rent. Long 
term preferred. 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, close to town, $875. 537-
7200. 
LONG TERM, March/03. 620 
sq.ft. unfurn. cottage. Wood & 
elec. heat, skylights, high ceil
ing. Deck overlooking small 
garden, forest. Tiny view to 
water, mountains. Loft 
bdrm./office. Studio with sky
light, wood stove, private cov
ered deck. Storage/work area. 
WID. Quiet neighbourhood 
near beach & creek. Incl. 
hydro, ,water, firewood & more. 
$850. 537-5188. 
3 BDRM. plus den , 2-112 
baths, family room, 2200 sq. ft. 
on two levels in Vesuvius. 
Available Feb. 1, long term, 
min. 12 months. $1275/month 
plus uti!. , fridge and stove only, 
sorry no pets. (604) 535-1185. 
1 BDRM, peaceful, north end, 
10 min fro,m town . Call and 
leave msg or be persistent and 
call again ! N/S, no dogs. 538-
1773. 
SOUTH END office studio, 
self-contained, sunny, ocean
view, courtyard/deck, new, 
walk to village/ferry, N/S, NIP, 
$675, not inc. hydro 652-1048. 
3. BDRM HOME, 1000 sq. ft., 
wrap around deck, 1.5 acres, 5 
min. walk to beach. St. Mary 
Lake. N/S, NIP. $750 plus uti!. 
Ref. req'd. Avail. Dec. 1. Call 
250-653-0049, or owner at 
604-299-5877. 
AVAILABLE JAN 1 beautiful 
cottage for quiet gardener. 
Close to town, skylights, wood 
floors, window seat, $700 + 8 
h gardening per month, inc! 

- heat & cable, N/S, cat ok, 5 
mths or longer, references . 
537-4155. 
ONE ·o~~F~A~k~in~d~G~a~lia_n_o~h-ou_s_e 

for rent. 2 plus bedrooms, 
sunny, private acreage, $800 & 
uti!. Long term. Call 537-5229 
or 537-1841. 
LOFT BEDROOM, 600 sq. ft. 
cabin on 5 quiet acres near 
town. Pastoral valley views. 
Unique log post & beam 
design with wood, electric 
heat, WID. Perfect writer-s 
retreat for quiet N/S. Long 
term rental, $700 plus utilities. 
537-1433. 

APPROX. JAN - APR, fur
nished, 1 bdrm. plus den A
frame on totally private 1 acre. 
$875/month, references, 537-
1993, lv. message. 

Fairfield Realty 
1987 Ltd. 

Property Management 
• 2 bdrm. t.oot.Se min. to Ganges. All new 
inside, leoced yard, all day sun, paved par~ng, 
on ~te laundry, stora~ 1 ,water & wkly garb ird 
Great quiet ne~ltlorS NIS, NIP $650 

537·2833 

HOMESHARE AVAILABLE, 
beautiful, comfortable, spa
cious, furnished log home. 
Panoramic ocean views, own 
bath. Internet, hydro incl. 
$500. Mary 537-5236. 
VAN ACCOM - PIT roomate 
wanted for beaut. furnished 
char. home @ 16th/Burrard. 
Perfect for working commuter 
who needs city lodging . 
$800/mo (neg.dep on need). 
To share w. SPF who works 
from home. Contact 604-738-
5970 or marykonkin @shaw. ca. 

HOUSE SITIER available Jan'. 
1 onward, retired elementary 
teacher, local references, 537-
5912. 

MARCH IN MEXICO. $30 -
$45 US/ day, $500 US/ mon. & 
up. Christmas $85 US/ day. 
Call Don 537-9517 . email 
dbouzan @saltspring.com. 

ACCOMMODATION INFOR
MATION for the Gulf Islands is 
a mouse-click away. www.gul
fislands.net 

AIR MILES 
~ 
~AYLESS 
We value the is/and!M 

COMPLETE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS 
Unleaded Fuels • Diesel 

T!fffi • Batteries • Aram:ries 
537-4554 or 537-9300 

Mnday-Sanmlay &un-7rrn 
Sunday 9 am-6 pm 

Carer ct P.Ttx:l.v Rd. iJ1d JrJ=1 A -..e. 

Ross Walker 537-9710 
www. islandmari ne.ca 

Practical solutions for your 
waterfront development 
Pile driving, ramps & floats. 

Local references. 

DRIFTWOOD ,lt 
CLASSIFIEDS' 
537-9933 \: 

41' BRIDGEDECK CATAMA
RAN passenger certified for 8 
berths. Composite construc
tion, diesel/hydraulic, cutter 
rig, 3 staterooms, full galley, 
head with bath/shower/holding 
tank, library, workshop and 
more. Lots of nav. equipment 
and spares. Perfect for charter 
business, offshore cruising or 
live aboard. $195,000 . Will 
consider trade for property 
with/without house. Boat 
located in Victoria. For photos 
or more info. contact 
kareld @telus.net 

' FOR SALE, good condition , 17 
ft. Hurstoncraft boat -1994, 50 
hp. Mere. 4-stroke -1998, wind
shield and steering, seats 6, 
full cover vinyl top. Price 
$6950 obo. Contact 537-8824. 
9.9 EVINRUDE OUTBOARD 
motor with 5 gal tank & hose, 
less than 100 hrs. Excellent 
shape. $7500 obo. 537-1551. 

1991 HONDA CIVIC, 140,000 
km. New exhaust pipe, tune
up. Good Island car. $4900 
obo. 537-4331. ~ 

GREAT CHRISTMAS present 
.. . 1998 bright red Pontiac 
Sunfire, c/w exc. sound sys
tem, low mileage, good fuel 
economy, exc. cond. $10,500 
obo. (250) 537-5175 or (250) 
758-1972 evenings during 
weekdays. 
1987 PLYMOUTH CAR
AVELLE, real good shape, 
good tires, new battery, $1200 
obo. 537-2732. 
1992 TOYOTA CRESSIDA, 
fully loaded, excellent condi
tion, well maintained, 98,000 
km., $12,500.537-5380. 
FOR SALE: 1989 Acura 
Integra, 2 door, low mileage, 
island driven, one family car. 
$4500.537-5957. 
1985 HYUNDAI PONY, auto
matic, reliable transportation. 
Moving, must sell $400 obo. 
537-1701. 
1983 BUICK LE SABRE. 
Newly rebuilt Olds 403, VB lots 
of power, great first car. 
Invested over $700 in motor, 
$600 obo. 537-1816. 
1 985 TOYOTA COROLLA, 1 
main owner, good engine, 
brand new muffler (under war
r.anty) & new battery. $1150 
653-4388. 
1991 OLDSMOBILE CUT
LASS Sierra SL, p/s, p/w, p/1, 
auto. 133,000 km. 4 door, 
$5300.537-1783. 
1984 BUICK LE SABRE, 4 
door. New battery, no rust. 
$1000. Call537-2203. 
BUYS OF THE WEEK. 2002 
Intrepid $295; 2002 Grand AM 
$289; 2002 Cavalier $198; 
1999 Ford 4x4 $325; 2000 
Chev. Blazer $375; 2000 Chev. 
Van $299; Payments monthly 
plus tax. Marty 604-464-3941 
ian. 

~! Duncan 

HVUMDRI 
"TOP TEN" 

94 FORD F-150 4X4 
Ext. Cab, auto, air, tilt. Good 
looking truck 
SALE PRICE ........ $12,995 

93 DODGE RAM 3/4 TON 
Turbo Cummins LE extra cab, 
full load 
REDUCED TO ....... $15,998 

99 GMC SONOMA SLS 
4WD, Extra Cab, V6, auto., 60,000 km, 
SPECIAL PRICE . . . .. $20,495 

90 TOYOTA 4 CYL, 5 SPD. 
Ext cab, top. condition in & out, 
clean 
SALE PRICE ......... $8,495 

98 EXPLORER 4X4 AUTO 
Fully loaded V6, auto, 
only 1 06,000km 
PRICED RIGHT ...... $19,995 

2001 SANTA FE 6 L V6 
V6, Auto SUV award winner 2 
years in a row. Save money. 
ONLY ... , ......... $23,995 

2002 SANTA FE GLS 
V6 auto "demo" leather pack
age, save min $2000 
SALE PRICE ........ $28,500 

86 LOW LITE 191/2' 5TH WHEEL 
Nice layout 
SALE PRICE , ... .. . $5,998 

97 GRAND CHAROKEE 
LAREDO 
6 cyl., Auto, 4x4. Fully loaded 
PRICED TO SELL .... :>17,995 
94 FORD F-150 
Reg cab 6 C'yi, 5 spd. Great 'Mlr1< truck 
ONLY ....... : ....... $8,688 

2801 Roberts Road RR6 
Duncan, B.C. 

DUNCAN HYUNDAI DL#9988 
Ph: 1·800-461.0161 

.SERVICE & PARTS •SALES •LEASiNG 

CHRISTMAS CASH BACK up 
to $1000. Discharged, bank
rupt, charge-oils, slow pay, you 
drive. Cars from $99 bi-weekly. 
500 cars to choose from. 2003 
SX2.0 $165 bi-weekly. 2000 
Cavalier $149 bi-weekly. Need 
a visa? Call Randy 604-817-
5337 . . 
CREDIT GUARANTEED 
TODAY. We offer all makes. No 
hassle. Finance or leasing at 
6.5% OAC for cars, trucks, 
vans, including 4x4 diesels. 
Self-employed, bankrupt, 
divorced, or credit issues. No 
big deal. We have the 
money. Call 1-800-
650-4829. www.credit-
king.com for inventory listing~ 

1985 HONDA CR250R 
Motocross bike. Rebuilt from 
ground up, too much to list. 
Great beginner bike, lots of 

$1750 obo. 537-1816. 

TRIANGLE R.V. CENTRE 
offers excellent highway expo
sure for your consignment 
vehicle. Also parts, service, 
propane, sanitation and 24 
hour car and R.V. wash. 
Vancouver Island's only com
plete R.V. centre. Triangle 
Homes Ltd., Sidney. Your first 
R.V. centre off the ferry. 656-
1122. DL 5916. 

'78 GMC 4 x 4 with ex-Hydro, 
heavy duty, cab-height, locking 
utility box. Body rough. $1500 
for both, or offers for separate. 
537-1433. 
1990 JEEP CHEROKEE, 4 dr., 
auto. trans, 4X4, good condi
tion, $6000 obo. 653-9502. 
1985 WHITE JEEP Cherokee, 
approx. 150,000 km., new 
brakes, new tires, good body, 
great interior with mint sound 
system $2500. Call Chris @ 
538-1885 
0 DOWN O.A.C." Guaranteed 
credit approvals. Trucks, 4x4's, 
crew cabs, diesels, sport utili
ties, cars & vans. Repo's, bro
ken leases, heavy duty equip
ment. Take over payments. 
Free delivery. Call Lawrence 
Siccia, BC's largest finance 
broker. 1-800-993-3673. 
Vancouver 604-327-6377. 
CREDIT GUARANTEED 
TODAY. We offer all makes. No 
hassle. Finance or leasing at 
6.5% OAC for cars, trucks, 
vans, including 4x4 diesels. 
Self-employed, bankrupt, 
divorced, or credit issues. No 
big deal. We have the 
money. Call 1-800-
650-4829. www.credit-
king.com for inventory listings 
.•w.w ·nho~ ' """' " """"' """"" """ 

1987 TOYOTA cargo van, 
$1200. 537-1433. 
1988 SILVER TOYOTA 
van/automatic/? seats 
$2800.00 obo. Laura 537-
4077. 
1987 GMC 1 TON van, good 
work van, good tires, brakes, 
exhaust, transmission, front 
end. Runs good. $1800 obo. 
538-0055 eves. or 537-2876. 

ANGEL COTTAGE , 141 
Cranberry Rd. In response to 
your many requests, we will 
open Saturday, Sunday, 
Monday 10 - 2 until December 
21st. 
CHRISTMAS GIFT certifi
cates. Massage, Reiki, facial , 
pedicure, manicure. Cecilia 
537-1264 or 1-800-817-2190. 
Penny 538-0307. 
CRIBBAGE PEGS custom 
made brass pegs engraved 
with your initials. Perfect gift. 
Mark 537-5022 
PLEASE NO.,...T=cE=-:--:~-oo-La-te to 
Classify ads are accepted until 
12:00pm Tuesday at the rate of 
$11.00 for 20 words or less 
and 36 cents for each addi
tional word. The Driftwood can
not be responsible for errors or 
omissions as these ads may 
not be proof read because of 
time constraint. 
SEW IN G·::-cM-:-A:-::Cc-cH""i N-:-:E::-:S:--n o-w 
available at Class Act Fabric 
Studio. 120 Hereford Ave, 
537-8985. Sewing machine 
repair drop-off located next 
door at Salt Spring Linen & 
Dry Cleaners. Your two Island 
Agents for Sawyer Sewing 
Centre Victoria. 

WANTED: FIREWOOD logs 
(will compensate owner). Will 
also deal with your windfalls 
and danger trees. Konig & Son 
Firewood, 537-9531. 
CLEAN CARPETS for the holi
days! RugDoctor is the easi
est to use steam cleaning 
machine on the market. Only 
$25.99 a day. Rental Stop 
538-0388 www.rentalstop.ca. 
WHAT A DREAM when your 
house is cleaned; a gourmet 
meal on the table, it ain't no 
fable. Call Shine & Dine, John 
537-9688, Kim 537-9270. 
FASHION REMINDER: Local 
designer is now selling active 
street wear shirts at Mouat's 
Clothing and North End 
Fitness. Look for label named 
?kyi. 
THAI MASSAGE now on Salt 
Spring! "It's like someone 
doing Yoga to your body." Feel 
loose and free, increase your 
energy with techniques of 
stretching and pressure points. 
"It's the best back massage 
I've ever had" says Suzanne 
Ambers. Home visits/ B & B 
and gift certificates. Kristie 
Straarup, R.M.T. Special - 1-
1/2 hours, $49. 537-1219. 
$10 OFF SHIATSU' Gift 
Certificates. '(Japanese pres
sure point therapy, promotes 
relaxation and a sense of well 
being). 537-1091, Rachel 
Jacobson. 
A WIDE VARIETY of wines 
and Saltspring Gift Baskets 
are now available at the 
Harbour House Cold Beer and 
Wine Store. Your one stop 
shop for the holiday season. 
E-MAIL PACKAGES from 
$5.95 per month, with depend
able Uniserve local dialup! 
Hosting I Server Space. Call 
Barb, 538-0052 or visit 
www.saltspringinternet.com 
GIVE THE Gift of Wonders -
Feng Shui accessories, magi
cal wishing pyramids, greeting 
cards, non-toxic candles & so 
much more. Aroma Crystal 
Therapy located in Gasoline 
Alley. 

'S HERE! Avalon classi 
nog and Valley Pride organic 
egg nog . Salt Spring Dairy 
Store. 537-9623. 
GRAIN FED free range meat: 
pork, includes bacon and 
sausage, $2.25/ lb. 50 lb. mini
mum order. Also, beef, variety 
of cuts, '$2.50/lb., 100 lb. mini
mum order. Phone 537-2152 
or 537-5380. 
LAST MINUTE holiday 
event??? Mahon Hall available 
Dec. 20, 21, 27, 28. Phone 
537-0899 ask for Frank. 
GREAT STOCKING stuffer -
Alan Moberg's new CD, Salt 
Water Cowboy. $20 incl. tax, 
call Alan @537-5607. 
QUEEN DUVET cover, Ralph 
Lauren, made in Italy. Tapestry 
muted earth tones, matching 
blanket & pillow. Perfect cond. 
$300, 537-1662 after 5:00. 
FREE CHRISTMAS Day 
Community Turkey Dinner, 
12:00 pm at the United 
Church. Music begins at 
11:30. Phone 537-0867 to 
sign-up: rides arranged. 
CHECK OUT our collection of 
wonders: beautiful, energetic 
jewelry, gems & crystals, & so 
much more. Aroma Crystal 
Therapy located in Gasoline 
Alley .. ___ _ 
GIFT OF Love. Tender, caring 
touch of Reiki, harmonious 
energy with powerful healing 
abilities. Replenish exhausted 
energy. Christmas introduction 
30% off. Aria 653-9708. 
GIVE THE Gift of Healing -
Vibrational Medicine Products, 
colour baths, incense & sage, 
Tibetan prayer flags & so 
much more. Aroma Crystal 
Therapy located in Gasoline 
Alley. 

AVALON ORGANIC chicken, 
whole birds, $2.39 lb. utility; 
$2.95 lb. Grade A. Also seg
ments, breasts, legs, etc. 
Home delivery available. Salt 
Spring Dairy Store. 537-9623. 
BOOKS: CHRISTMAS dollars 
go further at Sabine's fine 
used books. Gift certificates, 
Children's Books, great gilt 
ideas. Grace Point. 538-0025. 
PATRICIA CORRY, lyric 
soprano of the Leipzig Opera 
Co., Germany, performs with 
Tuned Air this Sunday, 
December 22, 7:30 p.m. at All 
Saints-by-the-Se_a . 

·----

IT'S RAINING! A great time to 
buy Swedish made rain gear. 
Completely waterproof, 
extremely comfortable . 
Children I Adults. Market in 
the Park. Saturday, December 
21, 10-2. 
---
OLD SALTY open Boxing Day 
with Boxing Day Specials. 10 
a.m.-4p.m. 
CURIOUS ABOUT Ometepe 
Coffee? Curious abo~ut 
O.G.I.F.A.?? Ask for Brian or 
Janice at 653-4630, or for 
Andy at 537-4347. 
HARPIST CASSANDRA Miller 
performs with Tuned Air in "A 
Lyrical Christmas", this 
Sunday, December 22, 7:30 
p.m. at All Saints-by-the-Sea. 
GEEZER VIDEOS for sale at 
Island Star Video. Topic of 
Cancer/Scrotum Dialogues, 
great Christmas gifts. 
THANK YOU Five Star Moving, 
(Randy Severn) for moving my 
piano safely to my home. 
Sierra Lundy. 
DIG ITA L:~C':c-AM=-=-E R=-A:-cS:- now at 
Radio Shack. Priced from 
$69.99, choose from Kodak, 
H.P. , Fuji, JVC, Sipix. Good 
selection in stock but going 
fast. QSI Electronics (Radio 
Shack} 537-4522. 
FEELING FRUSTRATED 
about the state of the earth? 
Want to help? Start by insist
ing on organic, fairly traded 
coffee. Ometepe. 
LIGHT UP Santa photos taken 
at the Bank of Montreal, still 
available at the Driftwood 
office. Get yours today! 
THANKS TO Dan and the 
Rental Stop; Bob and the 
Harbour Authority; Rick #One 
and all the parents, kids and 
Lions on the dock. From the 
Santa Ship Hot 
Chocolateers ... see you next 

,year. Merry Christmas! 
SONY CLIE P.E.O. (Palm Pilot) 
Model Pegsj20, 6 weeks old. 
Amazing tool for busy person. 
See sony.ca for info. Paid 
$350 including taxes, $250 
firm. Leave message, 537-
1501. 
WRAP IT all up at 
Pharmasave - now until Dec 
24th, 15% off all giftware, 
Christmas ornaments and 
home decor! Fa, Ia, Ia, Ia Ia! 
HELP, CAN anyone assist me 
in locating several hand 
loomed Mexican Zapotec car
pets. Sizes 5' x 8' to 2 1/2' x 4'. 
May have been purchased 
(rom Anthony (Tony) Asch in 
the last year or so. These are 
not stolen, I would just like to 
locate them. Reward. John 
Dewar 537-0612. 
10" JVC SUBWOOFER in a 
Banpass box with 200W 
Sound Stream amp. $200. 
538-0144. 

=--:c---:--:--~ 

IF YOU'RE reading this ad -
you're lucky! The Library Book 
Sale (129 McPhillips Ave) is 
going wild for the holidays! 
Every book in the room has 
been marked down to 1 0 cents 
- One thin dime, the tenth part 
of a dollar- for December 21st 
and 28th only. Come early -
10 am, Shop 'til 1 pm. Kids 
books, novels, biographies, 
paperbacks, you name it. 
Bags provided. "For the really 
cheap gift that lasts!" 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Everyone. Need gift ideas? 
Concrete garden ornaments. 
Bird baths, garden seats, 
Buddha, St. Francis, statues, 
geese, rooster & hen, rabbit, 
squirrel, cats, pagoda's and 
many, many more pieces . 
Come and see. Evan 653-
4591. Will be at Centennial 
Square Market, Saturday, 
December 21. Peace. 
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ESTATE/MOVING - Piano's. 
One sounds great $300, one 
looks great $200. 537-1641 . 
NONSMOKING NORMAL 
male, T.V. writer/director look
ing to rent room/condo/ what
ever, in Vancouver. Jan 4 - Feb 
17. Somewhere to rest a 
weary head. Mon - Fri. Phone 
Andrew Gardner 537-1771 . 
ESTATE MOVING Cars & 
Truck. 1975 Honda Civic 2 Dr. 
Auto. 30,000 miles $750. 1986 
Ford Ranger Ext Cab, long 
box, V6 Fl , 12,000 miles like 
new, $6900. 1980 Rolls Royce 
Silver Shadow mint condition, 
white with leather burgundy 
interior, 50,000 miles, sacrifice 
$29,000.537-1641. 
WE HAVE FRS Radios, GPS, 
Marine Radios, stop watches, 
portable sound and much 
more for the Outdoors person 
on your list. Q.S.I. Electronics 
(Radio Shack) 537-4522. 
SANTA CRUZ Snowboard 133 
em. Excellent condition, $200 
with bindings. Airwalk boots, 
$50 size 9. Laman boots size 
7, $20. All in excellent condi
tion. Less than 1/2 new price. 
Call Niko 537-95~2. 
2 CENT COFFEE. Enjoy a cup 
of coffee for only 2 cents. 
Outs ide Thrifty Foods, 
Saturday, December 28. You'll 
find out where your money 
goes when you buy coffee I 
THE 19TH HOLE Restaurant 
will be closed December 23 -
28. Business as usual 
December 29. Happy Holidays. 
WRAP IT all up at 
Pharmasave - now until Dec 
24th, 15% off all giftware , 
Christmas ornaments and 
home decor! Fa, Ia, Ia, Ia Ia! 
ESTATE/MOVING - Farm 
implements. 3 pt hitch, disks, 
plow, cultivator, PTO barrow 
cement mixer, rake, PTO 
rototiller, PTO bush whacker, 
belt circular saw, drawn 
mower, PTO mower. Also Ford 
PTO belt pulley and large 
chain block. 537-1641. 
HOT CIDER for Christmas, 
organic unpasturized apple 
juice 2 litre jugs $4. 653-4111. 
SOFA, CHAIR and recliner 
$75. Matching bookcases $35 
each. Sears dehumidifier, $35. 
Glass shower door unit $35. 
Rowing machine and station
ary bicycle $40. Coffee tables 
$10 each. Kitchen table with 
glass top and 4 chairs $300. 
Call 537-4595. 
92 GMC SONOMA pick up, 4 
wheel drive, runs great, some 
rust. $2800 obo. 250-418-
3066. 
--~-----

FULL TIME employee wanted 
for local wood craft company. 
Looking for energetic individ
ual with aptitude for production 
work. Silk screening position 
available. Experience preferred 
but not necessary. Please fax 
resume to: 537-1248 or call 
Don at 537-5776. 

----
SALTSPRING LAMB, cut & 
wrapped. $3.25/ lb. 537-4466. 
CRAFT BUSINESS for sale. 
Requires knowledge of com
puter/ graphics design . 
Product sells well at the 
Market. 537-1037. 
ESTATE/MOVING - Boat & fur
niture. 4 poster bedroom 4 
piece set, $500. Black 
nagahide couch and chair, 
$75. Double hide abed $25. 
Hard cover books, $5 a box. 2 
colour TVs $20 each . 12' 
Fibreglass row boat & 6 HP 
Johnson outboard $995. Norco 
bike, like new, $200. Air hockey 
game, $100. 537-1 _64_1_. __ 
ROLAND EP85 piano w/ pedal 
and stand, like new $875 537-
5931. 
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FOR SALE: Pro-Form wide 
deck treadmill in excellent con
dition. Was .$2200 new, ask
ing $850. Phone Monica 537-
2967 days or evenings. 
WRAP IT all up at 
Pharmasave - now until Dec 
24th, 15% off all giftware, 
Christmas ornaments and 
home decor! Fa, Ia, Ia, Ia Ia! 

HOLIDAY SPECIAL. Thai 
Massage 1 1/2 hours $49. 
Evening & weekends - exten
sive holiday hours. Gift certifi
cates. Dr. referrals. Registered 
Massage Therapist, Kristie 
Straarup. 537-1219. 

TVs, DVD players VCRs all at 
your local Radio Shack. We 
mvite you to compare our 
prices anywhere. Local deliv
ery and service also available, 
Q.S.I. Electronics (Radio 
Shack) 537-4522. 
NEW MAC computers. Apple . 
Authorized Reseller. Tarris 
Innovations 537-5931. 
ROOM AVAILABLE in creative 
women's household. 
Comfortable house, quiet 
area, non-smoking, no pets. 
Dec. 15 or Jan. 1. $325 includ
ing hydro. 537-9293. 

BOXING DAY Classic 'Duck 
Golf Series' Disc Golf 
Tournament Thursday Dec. 
26th, Mouat Park, Sign Up 
10:00am, Players Meeting 
10:30, Start Time 11 :00 Sharp, 
Cash Payouts, Ace Pot, CTP, 
Prizes, Refreshments. 

SIDNEY MUSICWORKS -
Roland EP97 electric piano 
with stand, retail $1795, best 
price on the island $1199. 
Boss BR-1180CD Home 
Studio direct to disc recording, 
10 audio tracks, 80 virtual 
tracks Retail $1795, best price 
$1395. Best prices on Ibanez 
amps, Marshall amps, Ibanez 
Urban Acoustics, Digitech 
processors, Boss and 
DanEiectro pedals, Fernandez 
electrics, Casio keyboards. 
Guitar and amp packages 
starting at $299. Open this 
Sunday 10-4, Mon 9-6, Tues 9-
4. Sidney Musicworks 656-
1900. 
LLOYD ENGLISH & Sia 
Samimi "Dances of the Veils' 
CD Flamenco Persian Jazz 
Latin - available at Acoustic 
Planet, Sidney Musicworks & 
saltspringmusic.com. 

1981 TOYOTA 4X4, rebuilt 
engine custom Rebco box, 
winch, bumper, bucket seats, 
chrome mags, extra engine 
transmission and accessories. 
$2500 firm, 537-0630. 
CANDLES OF HOPE Coping 
with a Stressful Season . 
Message, Prayers, Music, 
Candle-lighting and 
Refreshments. Thursday 
December 19th 2:00 - 3:00 pm 
at the United Church. 
LOST 30' red & white motor 
boat. Last seen in Long 
Harbour Sunday Dec 15th. 
Please call 653-4266. 
Reward. 
DAZZLE HER this 
Christmas ... 18K white gold 
necklace set with 4. 70 carats 
of diamonds ... 14K yellow and 
white gold diamond tennis 
bracelet channel set with one 
carat of fine diamonds ... 14K 
white gold diamond bracelet 
set with .50 carats of dia
monds. A beautiful selection of 
diamond rings, pendants and 
earrings. Something for every 
budget. Family Jewels 161 
Fulford-Ganges Road. 538-
5560 open everyday until 
Christmas. 

THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPE 
Horoscope 
for the week 
of December 
22,2002 
Tip of the 
Week: 
Happt Solstice 
everyone! At 
this time a 

couple of thousand years or so 
ago the three astrologers .. . 
er...\W>e men and their entourage 
were closing in on the birth of a 
great avatar in a small city called 
Bethlehem. Or perhaps it was 
kings guided by their court 
astrologers. Everyone knows that 
all the kings of those times had 
astrologers. This is one of the ind
cations of, as well as, a fundamen. 
tal source of their wisdom. '1bu see, 
the astrologers know that all tile is 
essentially one life with many 
parts. From this basic understand
ing they recognize that the one
ness of 100 reveals ~s wisdom and 
intelligence in the nature of things. 
From the orderly and systematic 
revolution of planets and comets 
and wo~ds and so forth swirling 
around suns to the design of the 
crystaline structure of matter and 
DNA, to the shape of flowers and 
snowflakes and that fact that the 
eyes are IW'ldows to the soli. The 
signs of creative intelligence and 
omnipotent g-eatness are there br 
everyone to see and read if they 
can. And they can ~they choose to 
allow themselves to recoglize that 
what many deem truth is simply 
popliar opirion and interpretation. 
Astrologers and astronomers Ytere 
once one in the same and who 
else was kJcused upon the stars 
and signs in the heavens. "Thank 
'1bu" to the kings and \'lise men br 
helping to bring the real~ of the 
Christ to consciousness for the 
whole collective to rejoice. Merry 
Christmas! 

Aries (Mar 21 -Apr 20) 
Wow! You are in a take-charge 
mood now. At a deep instinctive 
level you realize that from Ills day 
forth the hours of daylight are 
increasing. Also, ChriStmas brings 
excitement and happiness to 
many and you feel strong when 
others are enthusiastic, as you are 
usually. In any case, this is a good 
time to think strategically. The New 
Year is just around the corner and 
getting a jump on ~ has ~ advarJ, 
tages. Give ten percent or so to 
your future plans and save the 
other ninety or so to being fully 
hear now to celebrate the fun of 
connecting and sharing wijh the 
ones you love most! 

Taurus (Apr 21 - May 20) 
Tradition says that revolution rules. 
Isn't ij interesting that protecting 
tradijion, authority and the status 
quo has never really been in full 
effect? The only traditional thing 
that has stood the tests of time is 
change. So, the eternal goal then 
is to move Ylith the flows of change 
as securely and gracefully as pos
sible. This means when the beat 
and tempo is high, prepare to 
exert extra energy and keep step 
\'lith the dance. Accept that what
ever is going on, you are simply 
learning a ne.v twist and style. Let 
go of fear and the illusion of con
trol, breath deeply and visualize 
gracetu response! 

Gemini (May 21 • Jun 20) 
'1bu feel ambitious and frisky, deep 
and Ylild all at the same. So, what's 
new? Yes, you guessed n. deep! 

Not that you are not intelligent; 
your mind ir razor sharp. The 
Gemiri mind tends toward such a 
lUI and detailed lUI sensory expe
rience of here and now to such an 
extent that going to great philo
sophical depths or otherwise is 
more the exception than the rule. 
Exceptions, yes, two please! Not 
that this mood YliA last very long, 
perhaps a couple of weeks. Take 
some time to observe your feel
ings as you ride the thick waves 
wijholi fearful reaction. Have faith 
in ablrldance! 

Cancer (.kin 21 - Jul21) 
The scene is stlfting from lifestyle 
refinement processes to harmo
nious relationships with others 
now. Needs and desires i:lr more 
love are in the spotlight. How to 
engage Ylith another fully wijhout 
becoming too hooked in to their 
energy and being is an ongoing 
process of maturity. The common 
term is co-dependence. The ideal 
goal is to move from co-depend
ence to the real~ of inter-depend
ence. Rather than project expecta
tions on anyone in particular, give 
love to the whole and all your 
needs and desires Ylill be IUfilled. 

Leo (Ju122. Aug 22) 
Arridst the fun and exmement of 
the season and the dawring New 
Year you are in a SOIT'IeYttlat seri
ous and sober mood. You know 
that the time has come to make 
certain key decisions. Some tllngs 
simply must change. While this 
may include the status quo dose 
to home, consider that the qual~ 
of your own perceptions and atti
tudes are central. This does 
involve honoring your creative 
potential and taking leaps of faith 
to achive your goals. How you 
regard or treat others along the 
'Naf is also important. Clarify and 
share your dreams. 

Vrgo (Aug 22- Sep 23) 
Creating a more secure foundation 
for your goals and projects is a 
central thme now. This includes 
more knowledge about how to 
manage the practical aspects of 
your lill. Balancing paying the bills 
wijh living a whole and heatttlj' life 
takes a lot of focus. Not so good 
common sense tells us that time is 
money. Better uncommon sense 
tells us that time is art. This is true 
because living a centered, con
scious and haPPf Iii! is an art that 
does require the exchange of 
goods, knowledge and services. 
Money is no more than the lubri
cant for these processes. Now, 
how to generate more lubricant, 
creatively? 

Libra (Sep 23 - Oct 21) 
This time of the year is ideal for 
snuggling in close to home. This 
could imply your heart as well as 
your home. Or pemaps tt is down 
south in the soothing warm sun
shine where you were meant to 
live all along. Fantasies have their 
place, a notch or two below 
dreams. Wherever you kick back 
now, take some time to reflect 
upon who you are now, how your 
life is going and what ij better deal 
might look like. Consider that love, 
harmony and qual~-time shared 
with significant others are worth 
more than all the diamonds in 
'leiiCM'krile. Go i:lr real wealth. 

Scorpio (Oct 22 - Nov 20) 
A creative and energetic mood is 
upon you. You are determined to 

take charge on certain froris. The 
trick is to decipher how to do so in 
a whole new ~·The old style just 
won't work that well anymore. 
What most of us deem the truth is 
actually a belief or an opinion, 
especially in regards to how we do 
things. Are you Ylilling to leam a 
new ~ of doing familiar things? " 
coli<! prove to be a lot of fl.n Try a 
new recipe or two in all depart
ments of your life. Enlist your 
be!jmers mind! 

Sagittarius (Nov 21 - Dec 20) 
Categorizing and consolidating 
Yot1at you have is a central theme 
now. As you do you Ylill be more 
aware of Yot1at you have that is in 
need of repair or upgrading. Also, 
Yot1at you feel you need to aclieve 
your goals. The above could 
include things, knov.1edge or more 
satisfying relationships or all of the 
above. Who knows, maybe all 
three go together somehow. 
Commitment is the word that Ylill 
help you to decide and take action. 
To who and to Yot1at is the <M'I's cry. 
Clearly express your dreams and 
desires to help anchor your com
mitments. 

Capricorn (Dec 21 -Jan 19) 
A pioneering mood has suddenly 
awakened. H may yet feel like the 
dawn of a new day because that is 
Yot1at ~ is. '1bu feet mewed to push 
others and sijuations. 'lbt, you are 
not certain of your direction yet 
and so feet frustratd about who to 
push and how. Integrity demands 
that you lead by exarl1Jie. In other 
words, push yourself to make 
things happen. Consider that the 
arty real effort you have to make is 
in your attitude. Once that is 'MJI'k
ing fully for you the rest Ylill flow 
much more smoothly. Mind over 
matterl 

Aquarkls (Jan 20. Feb 19) 
A call to retreat into the studio or 
study or v.OO<shop or lab or sanc
tuary of your own mind has been 
sounded. You can hear the horns 
amidst the jingle of bells and cash 
registers. All .. .the flow of people 
exchanging their creative genius 
for mutual anq collective benem. 
So exmed are you by this process 
that you are already eager to get 
going on the groundworl< for future 
eurekas! Be ready to sketch new 
oullines, llueprints and plans. Your 
biggest gift this year stands to be a 
new invention or intention that 
brings people together in new and 
better Y/'¥. all over again! 

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) 
Expanding your social and profes
sional horizons continues with 
some more light-hearted twists 
now. However, you Ylill have to face 
some very real fears to access the 
fullness of the opportlJlities surfac
ing now. Amidst the hasty pace 
and festive celebrations, take just a 
little time out to prepare and acti
vate plans for events in the ea~y 
New Year. AcknoYiiedge any and 
all fears so you are not stopped by 
their lurking tendency to sabolage. 
Effort, courage and determination 
are required for success in this 
regard. Intend to shine brighter 
than ever little stan 

"Astrological Consultations" 
Call Michael O'Connor. (250) 
352-2936. •Gift Certificates• 
By Phone or in Person• All Tape 
Recorded! • Affirmation • 
Inspiration • Vision • www.sun
star.ws 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

and thanks for your support 
DONNA REGEN eGA 

expectexcenenceo 
saltsprlng.com .~l . -

~~of --
KERRY CHALMERS 

kerrvchalmerso 
saltsprtng.com 

one reason we joined RE/MAX was Its alliance with the Children's Miracle 
network (CMN). our commitment as the sole real estate corporate 
sponsor for the Children's Miracle Network allows us the opportunity to 
expand the universal cause of caring for sick children. 

In 2002, the RE/MAX organization collectively raised $6.2 million for the 
charity bringing our 10 year total to over $38.4 million_ With funds con
tributed by national sponsors like RE/MAX, the affiliated hospitals are 
able to provide needed medical care and equipment for more than two 
million canadian children every year. 

A portion of every one of our sales commissions Is donated to CMN. 

In the year 2001, 221 children from the Gulf Islands 
visited the B.C. Children's Hospital. 

"A hundred years from now, It will not matter what 
my bank account was, the sort of house I lived In, or 
the kind of car 1 drove ... But the world may be a better 
place because 1 was Important to the life of a child.· 

- author unknown 

on behalf of all our clients, colleagues. and friends, 
we have made contributions to the Salt Spring Island 

Food Bank and santa's Toy Shop. 

we truly hope that you are able to enjoy this special season 
surrounded by loving friends and family_ we wish you also 
much happiness and good health in this coming New Year! 

ACROSS 
I Gin genre 
5 Cave dweller? 
8 Brewery vessels 
12 Assists 

Canadiana Cross'Word 
13 Civil defence org. DOWN 

Roots 
14 Lamb alias 1 Window part 
15 Bums, for one 2 Vermin 

By Bernice Rosella and James Kilner 

16 Rent 3 Scent (var.) 
17 Grandmas 4 Regard 
18 Of this (legalese) 5 Prince Edward Island com-
20 Gets up munity or Irish namesake 
22 Travel sched. notation 6 Soul, in St Foy 
23 _ St Jean 7 Complete 

Crossword answers 
pageA27 

24 Ontario community or the 8 Alberta community or hal-
former Taiwan ian namesake hor+-t-+-

28 New Brunswick communi- 9 Woe is me 
ty or English namesake I 0 Fork part 

32 Ocean inlet I I Spunk 
33 Hebrew letter or large 19 Prefix denoting ear 

marble 21 Cooling device, slangily 
35 Busy insect 24 Frat member 
36 Ontario community or 25 A tar 

Eng lish namesake 26 Snitch 
39 Bunr.ies 27 Swiss river 
42 Prime ministerial mono- 29 Baseball stat 

gram 30 Wager 
44Aussie icon 31 Affirmative 
45 Saskatchewan town or 34 Ontario community or 

Scottish namesake British namesake 
48 Ontario community or 37 Instruments 

Polish namesake 38 Raptors org. 
52 Taj Mahal locale 40 Constrictor 
53 Cassius Clay now 41 Beet soup 
55 Hurting 43 Heroic 
56 Blackest black 45 Indian fruit 
57 The old 46 Nigerian folk 
58 Alberta community or Chi- 47 Rum ration 

nese namesake 49 London neighbourhood 
59 Journals 50 Parched 
60 Large deer 51 Cysts 
61 Brick totes 54 Lntle, condensed 
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n Thursday morn, 
ing, bright and early, 

Gulf Islands Driftwood 
publisher Tony Richards 

set out to publish a newspaper. 
It would not be just any old 

newspaper, but one with a strong 
local news section, a rundown on the 

arts and entertainment scene, some 
pages of sports news and lots of local 

opinion, from a well considered editorial 
and a selection of columnists, to lots of 

letters to the editor and a topical editorial 
cartoon. 

Managing Editor Susan Lundy, a 16,year 
Driftwood employee who started as an intern 
while studying at university, was wholly respon, 
sible for the newspaper's content. She began her 
day by directing the preparation of a story list, 
assigning the various stories to reporter/copy 
editor Gail Sjuberg, another longtime 
Driftwood staffer (13 years) and writer of note, 
and Mitchell Sherrin, a relative newcomer to 
reporting but a seasoned writer nonetheless. 
Another list went to photographer Derrick 
Lundy ( 12 years), for some graphic representa, 
tion in the week's editorial coverage. 

Over in the sales department, advertising 
manager Peter McCully (four years at the 
Driftwood, with a background in print and 
radio) was already working on his department's 
own list, one that contained all the advertisers 
for the newspaper. The list would remain 
incomplete uhtil Monday, when Account 
Representatives Rick MacKinnon (two years at 
the Driftwood, but many more in the daily 
newspaper industry) and Robin Richards (a 
newbie at one year but someone born with ink 
in his veins) . had finished their job: working 
with their clients to plan and implement adver, 
tising campaigns. 

Meanwhile, over in the front office, Claudia 
French (12 years at the Driftwood) was helping 
a client on the telephone by inputting a classi, 
fied ad on her computer. At the front counter, 

Receptionist Maret McBride (just over a month 
at the paper) joked with a customer who was 
renewing h is subscription. 

Office Manager Andrea LeBorgne (one year) 
was at her desk inputting display advert ising 
orders for ads that had already been sold. Before 
long she would be proofreading those ads and 
faxing out proofs to clients. 

But first the ad copy would go to Creative 
Consultant Lorraine Sullivan (she's been 
building display ads since 1991). Lorraine was 
already at her computer, working on the first of 
the week's ads. 

By the time Monday rolled around, production 
of the newspaper was well under way. Alice 
Richards (ink began running in her veins when 
she married Tony) has come in to dummy the 
paper - lay out the pages on the computer to 
indicate to the editor where the ads are. When 
she's finished, the editor would add stories and 
photos as part of the computerized pagination 
process. 

Production Assistant Stuart Hertzog (a 
month at the newspaper) had also come in, and 
he was busy at another computer building classi, 
fied display advertising. And at yet another 
workstation-, another Production Assistant, 
Carolyn MacDonald (six months), was taking 
Derrick Lundy's photos and preparing them for 
newspaper reproduction. Later, Carolyn com, 
pleted the pagination process by placing the fin, 
ished ads on the pages, which were then con, 
verted to Portable Document Format files and 
sent by Internet transfer to the press in 
Ladysmith. 

- On Wednesday morning, Qelivery Man Tao 
Kimball (15 years) completed the process by 
delivering the printed paper to various points on 
Salt Spring. At the same time, the post office 
was delivering subscribers their copies. 

And so the week came to an end. Tony and the 
rest of the Driftwood team enjoyed the experi, 
ence so much they decided to do it all over again 
the following week. And again the week after .. 
. and again ... and again .... 

THANK YOU FOR READING 
Wishing you the best this Christmas season and in the new year. 
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Skatepark fundraising takes form at meeting -
Skateboard supporters 

invited community members 
to share concerns and sug
gestions about the Kanaka 
Road skatepark at a 
December 11 meeting. 

"We just want everyone to 
work together and come to a 
happy ending on this thing," 
said Salt Spring Skate Park 
Society (SSSPS) secretary 
Brenda Brazier. 

During the meeting held at 
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) last 
Wednesday night, the skate 
park society made a presen
tation about their current 
plans, she said. 

"At last we're ready to 

move on this," Brazier said. 
She was hoping the site 

could be surveyed over 
the weekend with prelimi
nary drawings soon to fol
low. 

While it's unlikely the 
skate facility could be fin
ished in 2003, the follow
ing summer wouldn't be an 
unrealistic completion date. 
But the group needs to 
raise money first, Brazier 
said. 

"It's a 'Catch-22' thing. 
Without money, you can't 
do a lot and without doing 
things, you can't get 
money." 

The current plan involves 

a consolidated playing area 
that would allow integration 
of the skatepark into existing 
recreation facilities around 
the site, she said. 

Brazier hopes community 
members with concerns, or 
skaters with ideas will come 
forward before the group 
gets too far along the design 
process. 

"It's important to hear any 
worries people have. We 
don't want to encroach on or 
destroy other activities." 

She was also pleased by 
offers to help fundraise and 
perform excavations to build 
the park that came forward 
at the meeting. 

A fundrai sing committee 
was formed and many peo
ple shared ideas about how 
to raise the required 
$150 ,000 for the skate 
park. 

"Nairn Howe is chock full 
of experience about how to 
apply for grants." 

Local police officer Corp. 
Dave Voller indicated he 
would apply for a grant from 
a national RCMP fund, 
Brazier said 

And MarJie Kelsey sug
gested the group approach 
parent advisory councils to 
assist in fundraising. 

"Everybody wants this to 
happen," Brazier said. 

SIMS boys happy with fourth 
following hard-fought tourney 

T he Sa lt Spring Islan d 
M iddle Sc hoo l (S IMS ) 
Grade 8 boys were thrilled 
-to place fourth at the Mid
Island Baske tba ll 
Tournament last weekend. 

"Playi ng agai nst schools 
with over 2,000 students, our 
group of seve n boys did 
extremely well," said coach 
Ken Cameron. 

"With a few lucky breaks 
they co uld have won the 
tournament." 

After the SIMS Tsunamis 
lost their firs t game 52-34 
F riday, they rebounded to 
take on Vancouver College 
and won a close-fought bat
tle 46-39. 

Along with storms rattling 
the south coast Saturday, the 
Tsunamis came out strong 
and defeated Woodl and s 
(from Nanaimo) 54-34. 

In the co nso lati on fina l 
against Lambrick Park , 
SIMS led scoring througbout 

... Accredited.,. 

MDSA'tBC 
.,. Motor Dealer~ 

www.mdsa.bc.ca 

Merry Christmas 
SPECIAL SAVINGS 
1994 AEROSTAR 
125kms, A/C alloys 

SALE $6,450 

1992 INFINITY G20 
loaded, inc leather 
SALE $6,999 

1996 CORSICA 
4 dr, auto, 93kms A/C 

SALE $6,999 

1993 LESABRE 
4 dr, pwr grp A/C 
SALE $7,999 

1997 PATHFINDER 
auto, A/C, 4x4, CD 
SALE $18,999 

1998 FORD 
EXPEDITION 
Eddie Bauer Ed. 
SALE $27,999 

2001 HONDA 
PRELUDE 

5 spd, 4 cyl, Vtec 
SALE $26,999 

1997 ACURA 
1.6 EL, 4 dr, 5 spd, loaded 

SALE $14,999 

2000 INTEGRA 
5 spd, 1 owner, loaded 

SALE $22,999 

1996 AEROSTAR 
V-6, A/C, 130 kms 
SALE $7,999 

Honda,!City 
..... 

506 Finlayson at Burnside in Victoria 
Tel: (2501 388-6921 Toll Free: 1-877-388-6921 

Hours: Mon to Thurs 9-7pm Fri & Sat 9-6pm 
www.hondacity.com email:sales@hondacity.com 

until the final minutes of the 
game when Lambrick Park 
surged ahead 46-42. 

"There were many com
ments by other coaches on 
how they enjoyed watching 
our team play," Camero n 
said. "Even though some of 
o ur players were ill or 
injured during the tourna
ment, they came up with a 
great effort. This is a great 
start to the basketball season 
for the team." 

TUESDAYS 
20¢ WING NIGHT 

(12 flavours) 

RKName 
1.l.allgdon Jack 
2.Shaske Lucy 
3.Jason Chris 
4.Shaske Edward 
5.FieldMarilyn 
6.Huser Chrislian 
?.Funk Rainer 
8.Eyles Evan 
9.Delmandalio Mallo 
10.Huser Kara 
11.Speed Patti 
12.Tarnboline Granl 
13.Miles Mike 
14.Baker Brent 
15.Tamboline Philip 
16.Campbell Reg 
17.Grams Doug 
18.Lynch Trudy 
19.Eyles Tobin 
2Q.Byron Seth 
21.Field James 
22.millerd Peler 
23.Joan Buckley 
24 .Johnson Cam 
25.Redden Charlene 

G ASS 
190 22Q 
177 224 
164 236 
171 227 
166 231 
179 215 
2Q3 191 
173 214 
186 2Q1 
187 199 
182 2Q3 
172 213 
178 206 
171 212 
158 225 
163 22Q 
165 217 
149 232 
177204 
153 228 
164 216 
172 206 
159 218 
166 211 
175 2Q1 

WEDNESDAYS 
$2.95 PIZZA MADNESS 

PUB & RESTAURANT 

26.Anderson Dennis 
27.Forsyth Deb 
28.Speed Glenn 
29.Burns Lorne 
30.Bader Larry 
31.Mara Kalhy 
32.Garner Dag 
33.Curtis Joe 
34.Godkxlton Jordan 
35.Baleman John 
36.Haslon Mark 
37.Rompain Sheldon 

170 206 376 43 
155 22Q 375 31 
197 178 375 43 
162 212 374 41 
176 197 373 46 
165 2Q8 373 44 
163 210 373 46 
155 217 372 33 
179 193 372 34 
167 2Q4 371 39 
149 221 370 42 
168 202 370 35 

38.Shantz Lome 158 211 369 44 
36838 
367 29 
366 31 
36636 
36640 
365 37 
364 37 
36338 

39.Grarns Ed 145 223 
40.Snelsinger Hamah 155 212 
41.Johnson Liam -159 2Q7 
42.Morrison 
43.Campbell Faedra 
44.Grarns Jessi 
45.Payne Jon 
46.Temmel Wo"gang 
47.Robertson William 
48.Buckley Jim 
49.0uinn Claire 
50.Laycock Bob 
51 .Kerr Brian 

159 207 
159 207 
171 194 
160 2Q4 
159 2Q4 
164 198 362 51 
152 210 362 34 
141 221 362 37 
158 203 361 50 
163 198 361 31 

5i ~l~GG lUMB~R liD. 

Mon.-Fri. 7am • 5pm I Sat. 8:30am- 5pm I 804 Fulford Ganges 537-4978 

She noted that the Salt 
Spring Crime Prevention 
Association recently donated 
$500 toward upgrades for 
existing skate park equip
ment. 

That money was passed 
along to GISS teacher Jim 
Watkins, who helps students 
build their own ramps and 
jumps. 

Now that the SSSPS has 
·found community support, 
the next step is to look for 
money, said SSSPS presi
dent Bruce Ruddell. 

"We're looking for exper
tise. None of us knows how 
to fundraise," he laughed. 

"The reason I'm involved 

is that I'm a parent." 
He believes the current 

skate park design will fit 
perfectly into the existing 
area bordered by a play
ground, sports field and bas
ketball court. 

New parks in Vic West, 
Calgary and Ladner-Delta 
have a similar integrated 
recreational focus, he 
said. 

"People can bring their 
kids and come down to 
watch it," he said 'That's the 
way of the future." 

The next skate park meet
ing is set for 6 p.m. January 
8 at the GISS multipurpose 
room. 

The Best Bet in Town! 

Windsor Pl~wood 537·5564 

52.EIIis Paul 
53.Fuller Lome 
54.Byron Nicola 
55.Morrison Jeremy 
56.Marleay Deanna 
57.Calberry Ron 
58.Gil~ Jerome 
59.Shantz Colleen 
60.0sbome Barry 
61 .Bradbent Fred 
62.Anderson Kobe 
63.Devereux Mark 
64.Funk l'OO'f 
65.Reinholdt Kim 
66.Tambouline Todd 
67.Martin l.allnnan 
68.Dunbar Bruce 
69.courtney 
70.Hnchcod< Rob 
71 .Moser John 
72.Lynch Steve 
73.Russell Lori 
74.Bemi M~e 
75.Collette S 
76.Langjon Jocelyn 
n.lrwin.Campbell AR 
78.Doerksen Hank 
79.Courtney Danny 
80.Eyles Peler 
81.Robertson Bill 

174 186 360 31 
155 2Q4 359 . 37 
151 207 358 27 
145 213 358 48 
170 187 357 38 
138 219 357 36 
156 2Q1 357 38 
166 190 356 37 
156 199 355 29 
148 2Q7 355 32 
172 182 354 37 
155 198 353 39 
159 192 351 42 
140 208 348 32 
177 171 348 39 
137 2Q8 345 32 
144 2Q1 345 31 
141 2Q4 345 39 
134 211 345 34 
156 186 344 29 
138 206 344 35 
155 189 344 28 
159 185 344 40 
161 163 344 47 . 
162 181 343 35 
165 178 343 43 
152 191 343 44 
163 179 342 44 
160 180 340 31 
144 195 339 41 

82.Hoban Rylawn 147 191 338 31 
83.Newton Norma 155 182 337 39 
84.McMahoo Donald 150 187 337 34 
85.Villadsen Jeane 143 193 336 30 
86.Aiexander Jamie 
87.Huser Angela 
88.Langloo Wanda 
89.Hardy Connie 
90.Robertson Robbie 
91 .Smith Donald 
92.Tamboline arilyn 
93.Hnchcod< Dorolhy 
94.Hnchcod< Bill 
95.Campbell Jack 
96.Tamboline T 11a 
97.Sieele Casey 
98.Longeau Fiona 
99.Macrae Darren 
100.Marleau Gerry 
101.Cunn~harn Jean 
102.Fornylh Norm 
103.Gillham Jeffrey 
104.Torok Sam 
105.Sirohmeir Monica 
106.Marshall Janel 
107.Smith Shirley 
1 08.Hradecky Veruca 
109.Bayly Warren 
110.Tanti Mary 

133 2Q1 334 32 
151 182 333 36 
131 202 333 40 
148 184 332 33 
161 171 332 35 
156 175 331 33 
160 169 329 33 
130 199 329 27 
133 196 329 29 
152 175 327 26 
137 189 326 23 
153 173 326 33 
138 185 323 26 
140 182 322 32 
129 193 322 35 
129 193 322 23 
129 191 32Q 28 
128 190 318 30 
147 168 315 34 
133 180 313 35 
135 178 313 33 
134 178 312 43 
127 179 306 47 
126 179 305 20 
130 167 297 26 
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Collins shoots 16 under and aces #4 to take tourney 
.. ..;;w, 

FLYING DISCS: Tasha the dog has a choice of multi-coloured discs to catch as 
local golf tourney participants hone their wrist snaps just before Sunday's tour-
nament. Photo by Derrd Lundy 

Islander Rusty Collins 
weathered high winds, rain 
and falling branches to take 
first place in the advanced 
division at the December 
Locals Disc Golf 
Tournament at Mouat Park 
Sunday. 

The tourney saw a turn
out of 27 players, including 
some Victoria players eager 
to prepare for the islands' 
upcoming Boxing Day tour
nament. 

Collins shot a 92 (16 
under par 108) and aced hole 
#4 to beat his cohorts. Eric 
Vanderwekken placed sec
ond (95) and Gord Murphy 
won a shoot-out against Nic 
Futter when they tied for 
third (100). 

In the open pro division, 
islander Reynard Graham 
won with a 92 while Victoria 
players Todd Orlaw (96) and 
Clayton Beddington (98) 
placed second and third. 

Paul Linton (who also 
supplied apple juice for 

Soccer teams take Christmas vacation 
By MALCOLM LEGG 
Driftwood Contributor 

Finally the weather 
became ugly enough to can
cel our soccer schedule but 
we really could not complain 
as the great fall has seen our 
teams complete most of their 
schedule to date. 

With the passing of this 
weekend our association will 
take the usual Christmas 
break to enjoy the holiday 
season before our teams 
resume league play on the 
January 18-19 weekend. 

To date we have had an 
extremely successful season 
with steady-improvements 
by all of our teams, lots of 
clinics for players, coaches 
and referees, a technical 
director, Sue Spencer in 

SOCCER 
ROUNDUP 
place to over-see 
player/coach development, 
the concession re-opened 
and a highly successful raf
fle. 

These successes have been 
the result of a lot of hard 
work by many volunteers 
aiding our association this 
season. It is the work of 
these people our association 
would like to thank at this 
time of year. 

Of course with our teams 
are the many coaches and 
managers who organize and 
run these teams. Their dedi
cation creates the atmo-

sphere for our players to suc-
ceed and develop. , 

Then there are the direc
tors on our executive: Ken 
Byron, Mike Barter, Francis 
Havelaar, Terry Morton, 
Dick Davidson , Steven 
Stairs, Bob Howe, Roberta 
Bantel and this writer. Their 
diligent work has created a 
hard-working executive that 
is achieving its goals. 

Special thanks must also 
go to Sue Spencer for the 
multitude of hours she has 
put in to player/coach devel
opment, the rewards of which 
will show up in future years. 

There is also a multitude 
of people who assist our 
association behind the 
scenes. Rita Sagness, who 
organizes the re-opened con-

cession; Mike Bauer, who 
has spent hour after hour 
developing our website; Jack 
Rosen, who has worked on 
uniforms. Renate Weihing at 
the school board for her 
patience in booking fields 
and gyms. The grounds crew 
of School District 64 and 
Martin Milner of PARC for 
the condition and lining of 
fields - you have all helped 
in your own way. 

Special thanks to all of our 
sponsors, particularly 
Windsor Plywood, and the 
many people who donated to 
our raffle. 

And last but not least: 
thanks to our hard-working 
referees, who give so much 
time and patience in officiat
ing all the games. 

Junior boys teant faces tough contpetition 
The Gulf Islands Secondary 

School (GISS) junior boys 
faced top-calibre opposition at 
the Lambrick Park Invitational 
Basketball Tournament last 
weekend. 

'They had a great opportu-

nity to sharpen their skills," 
said coach Elly Parker. 

The GISS players faced 
competition at a much higher 
level than they are used to and 
didn't win any of their three 
games, she said. 

.0 Ill 

The Scorpions fell 56-29 to 
Stelly's and 62-44 to Reynolds. 
(Information was not available 
about their third game.) 

But the islanders still took 
away valuable points to build 
from Jesse Hranchuk stood out 

for great rebounding skills, 
Lucas Parker took great three
point shots, and Grade 9 stu
dents Jeremy Byron and Yoni 
Marmorstein showed strong 
leadership under pressure, she 
said. 

prizes) won the masters divi
sion (104), Michael Lees 
(107) placed second- Lees 
also had an ace on hole #4 
- and Rick Abramyk took 
third (109). 

Among the amateurs, 
Jason Dyck placed first ( 98), 
Tanya Van Ginkel (104) took 
second and Dustin 
Chamberlain came third 
(114). Chamberlain also won 
the closest-to-the-pin award. 

Shasso won the novice 
division (106) and Zak 
Abramyk placed second 
(114). . 

In corning events, disc golf 
players from all over the 
province are gearing up for 
the Fifth Annual Boxing Day 
Classic at Mouat Park on 
Thursday, December 26. The 
local tourney is part of the 
B. C.-wide Winter Duck Golf 
Series. 

$100 REWARD 
Lost: Turtle Necklace 

1" diameter, with silver feet, head, 
and inscribed back; ivory or bone 

body; blue lapis stone in 

TOP VIEW 

~ 
center. Lost on Salt Spring 

Island the first week in 
August. Great sentimental 
value. Please call: 
415-776-5406 

email: zibbis@mindspring.com 

See us for a fast 
quote on all your 

building requirem 

v Concrete 
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'Force to be reckoned with' surprises tourney opponents 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Battling with a non-starting 
school bus was just the begin
ning of challenges for the Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) senior girls Scorpions 
attending the Christmas 
Invitational Basketball 
Tournament in Victoria last 
weekend. 

But the bottom-ranked 
GISS girls made a smprisingly 
good showing to place eighth 
in their division at the biggest 
basketball tournament in the 

~ province. 

''Eighth out of 16 is a really 
good showing. It's regarded as 
one of the top tourneys in 
Canada with 32 senior and 16 
junior teams," said GISS 
coach Lyall Ruehlen. 

Jinxed in classic Friday-the-
13th fashion, the island play
ers had to be shuttled to their 
first game when their bus 
wouldn't start on the ferry, 
said assistant coach Lee-Anne 
Gordon. 

"It's almost giving me a 
headache to think about it," 
Gordon laughed during an 
interview Monday. 

And since ferry workers 
couldn't jump-start the vehi
cle, the 14-member team dis
embarked with Gordon and 
her four-passenger vehicle 
while Ruehlen returned to Salt 
Spring to get a tow-truck and 
find a way to get the girls 
home. 

After relaying to Spectrum 
high school in shifts (with the 
assistance of an expensive cab 

· ride), the GISS girls faced the 
top-rated AAA Spectrum 
squad for their first match. 

The islanders kept the game 
close and remained within 10 
points up to the third quarter 
but Spectrum beat the GISS 
Scorpions 44-22 (Spectrum's 
Laurel Hadden led scoring 
with 13 points). 

Fleas 
Navidogs 

"For the quality of team we 
played against, those girls held 
their own;' Gordon said. 

Following their win against 
GISS, the Spectrum girls went 
on to win the gold division 
Saturday. 

In a second match Friday, 
the islanders fought an unex
pectedly difficult game against 
Kwalicum. 

"They were winning the 
better part of the game," 
Gordon said. 

After an easy victory 
against Kwalicum the 
previous week, the GISS 
girls didn't anticipate such 
tough opposition, she added. 

"It was a whole different 
team with the same players." 

But the Gulf Islands girls 
used their full-court press to 
beat Kwalicum 41-31. 

Becky Acheson and Ciara 
Brazier might have led scoring 
Friday but parent drivers 
Jeanette Larson, Dan and 
Darcie O'Donnell, and coordi
nator Wanda Langdon were 
the heroes of the evening 
(along with coach Ruehlen) 
for bringing vehicles to get the 
girls home. 

"I had to ride the ferry three 
times to get over," Ruehlen 
said. "The ferry guys felt so 
bad they let me drive the ferry 
a little bit:' 

Fixed up with a new alter
nator, the bus zipped the 
Scorpions over for a fresh bat
tle against St. Michael 
University School (SMUS) 
Saturday. 

Recharged and fresh for 
action, the Scorpions took 
SMUS 53-40. 

"It was definitely nice to 
beat a high-powen~d private 
school as highly regarded as 
St. Michael's;' said Ruehlen. 

Gordon was a little more 
enthusiastic. 

"We slaughtered them;' she 
said gleefully. 

"Jordan Davignon [added to 
the roster Saturday] was just a 
powerhouse;' Gordon said. 

Jocelyn Langdon was a key 
defensive player, Laurel 
Temme1 scored 16 points and 
Brazier picked up another 
eight. 

"We pretty much smoked 

• 

them," Brazier said. "We 
played them well and we beat 
them well." 

But the GISS girls couldn't 
maintain their drive to take 
down Ladysmith in their final 
match 

Despite stand-out perfor
mances by Scorpions Nichola 
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Temmel, Kim Cormack and 
Caitlin Taylor, Ladysmith won 
59-34. 

"We were really tired after 
five games in three days. 
[GISS beat Shawnigan 36-32 
in a league game Thursday]. 
We couldn't wait to get 
home," Brazier said. 

Downtown G~nges 537-2701 

Still, the islanders were 
pleased with their successes. 

'They rated us 50-1 to win 
the tourney and everyone we 
beat was higher ranked than 
us," Brazier said. "We're a 
small team but we have poten
tial. We're a force to be reck
oned with." 


