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Weather 
Slightly lower tern-· 

peratures than nor
mal are forecast, 
although the sun will 
shine through the 
weekend. Highs to 15 
C; lows to 5 C. 
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By SUSAN LUNDY 
Staff Writer 

A woman associated with 
one of Canada's most notori
ous child abduction cases 
lived for six months on Salt 
Spring, sending her son to 
school here, joining a church 
group and integrating into the 
community. 

Last week Missing 
Children Society of Canada 
investigator Jack Morkin was 
on Salt Spring interviewing 
people who knew Jan Stevens 
and her 12-year-old son 
Justin. The two, who are actu-

Chamber 
tackles 
vacation 
bylaw 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

The vacation home rental 
controversy scorched the 
Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce last week as its 
executive faced pressure 
from some accommoda
tions members to take a 
stand on the issue. 

Following a contentious 
meeting, the board agreed 
to have chamber members 
sign a declaration on new 
or renewing applications 
stating their business com
plies with local bylaws. 

The move took aim at 
chamber members who rent 
out homes on a short-term 
basis, contrary to thl'! 
island's official community 
plan and land use bylaw. 
The Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee recently 
declared its intention to 
enforct;._bylaws prohibiting 
vacation home rental. 

Action flowing from the 
chamber's initial decision 
on the declaration is now 
"on hold," says chamber 
president Doug Mitchell. 

Mitchell said the cham
ber executive came out of a 
Monday morning meeting 
with members of ASTAR 
- Association for Short 
Term Accommodation 
Rentals - resolving to 
work with the new group to 
find a community-wide 
solution. 

The chamber wants to do 
the same with local Trust 
representatives, he said. 

"We're going to do some
thing really positive about it 

CHAMBER 2 

ally Phyllis and Gavin Hollett, 
lived here between July 2001 
and January of this year. 

Phyllis is wanted on abduc
tion charges after she and 
Gavin disappeared eight years 
ago from Ontario in the midst 
of an ongoing access dispute 
with Gavin's father Doug 
Gibbon. 

The Gibbon-Hollett story 
was featured in Maclean's 
magazine last June, and 
Morkin says the case is sec
ond only to the Michael 
Dunahee abduction for notori
ety in Canada. 

One of three investigators 
working full-time with 
Missing Children, Morkin is a 
retired police detective from 
Calgary. 

A year ago, he was given 
the Hollett file - considered -
"cold" after eight years of 
inactivity - and now packs 
around a binder stuffed with 
six inches of court documents, 
magazine articles, even letters 
written by Hollett, all pertain
ing to the case. 

Recent action on the file has 
flamed new optimism for 
Doug Gibbon, who remains 

tentatively hopeful he will see 
his son again. 

"He was my first-born" 
Gibbon told the Driftwood 
Saturday, as he described the 
connection he and Gavin 
developed during the first four 
years of the youngster's life. 
"It extends beyond me . . . he 
was my parents' first grand
child; they were really 
attached as well." 

Morkin was alerted to the 
Holletts' brief stay on Salt 
Spring in mid-April after a 
Vancouver-based relative of 
Phyllis' island landlord saw a 

poster, became suspicious and -; 
contacted Gibbon in Parry ~ 

Sound to "get a feel for the - · 
father," Morkin says. She then -
contacted Missing Children. 

Morkin spent two days here 
before heading up to northern 
Vancouver Island, following 
another tip, on Thursday. 

Morkin says Phyllis and 
Gavin came here from 
Vernon, but lived in several 
B.C. communities in the past 
few years. They often entered 
new areas through transition 
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HEAD-ON CRASH: Emergency response crews tend to the victims of a head-on collision at the base of 
Lee's Hill Saturday at 9:30a.m. The 71-year-old driver of the above vehicle and her passenger were treated 
for injuries at Lady Minto Hospital, while a driver and passenger in the other vehicle escaped injury. The 
incident occurred when the 71-year-old lost control of her vehicle. Photobyoenicklundy 

Service withdrawal 'last option' 
say doctors launching job action· 

The fate of Salt Spring 
medical services remains 
unknown as B.C. doctors 
began job action Tuesday in 
response to a breakdown in 
negotiations with the provin
cial government. 

On May 7 the B.C. 
Medical Association 
(BCMA) asked physicians to 
support a series of service 
withdrawals, including not 
taking new patients or refer
rals; reducing or eliminating 

on-call and doctor-of-the
day services; postponement 
of non-emergency surgeries 
and some office closures. 

"I can't predict how much 
doctors here will comply 
with BCMA recommenda
tions," said Lady Minto 
Hospital chief of staff Dr. 
Donald Shea in an interview 
Tuesday. 

"As far as I know, begin
ning today there will be ser
vice withdrawals escalating 

until negotiations proceed," 
Shea said. 

The call for physician 
action follows an impasse 
between the BCMA and the 
provincial government in an 
attempt to finalize a contract. 

According to BCMA pres
ident Dr. Heidi Oetter, the 
B.C. Liberals voided binding 
arbitration awarded in 
February and government 
negotiators demonstrated lit-
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Wacky 
weather 

Hail, snow and low, 
low temperatures pelt
ed Salt Spring early 
this week, leaving 
islanders wondering 
exactly where spring 
had gone. 

Although Ganges 
weather observer 
Robert Aston has only 
kept detailed records 
of daily highs and lows 
for the past few years, 
he noted Tuesday, "I 
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• No payments for 6 months • 30 day money back guarantee 
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Parents' 
day at 
school 

When parents and their chil
dren reunite at home next 
Wednesday, it will be the kids' 
tum to ask parents what they 
did at school all day. 

The Gulf Islands District 
Parents Advisory Council 
(DPAC) has put together a free 
set of speakers, workshops and 
discussion opportunities for 
parents at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS) 
from 8:30a.m. to 3:15 p.m. on 
May 15. 

Called Parent Education 
Day, it will see registration 
from 8:30 to 9:15 a.m., a wel
come by DPAC chair 
Kimberly Lineger, and schools 
superintendent Wendy Herbert 
giving the keynote speech. 
Titled Celebrations, Changes 
and Challenges, it will encour
age the celebration of district 
students' achievements while 
giving an update on changes 
for the 2002-03 school year. 

Participants can then choose 
from one of two workshops 
running from 10 to II :30 a.m. 
Lesley Ansell-Shepherd, past
president of the Gifted 
Children's Association of 
B.C., will lead a session called· 

' Determining Your Child's 
Learning Style, What's a 
Parent to Do? Ansell
Shepherd will reveal methods 
to help determine and docu
ment children's learning styles 
in order to help them best 
approach studying, assign
ments and making program 
choices. 

During the same time, 
Norma Thompson will give a 
workshop on Drug and 
Alcohol Prevention, educating 
parents about the prevalent 
drugs and concerns facing 
today's youth. 

Ansell-Shepherd will also 
meet informally with parents 
of gifted children following 
her workshop at 11 :30. 

Lunch in the GISS cafeteria 
runs from noon to 1 p.m. 

From I to 1 :30 p.m., GISS 
student Nathan Gauld will 
give a presentation on the 
Nights Alive program of activ
ities for youth. 

Afternoon workshops are 
on from l :30 to 3 p.m. 

Phoenix Elementary princi
pal Shelly Johnson will share 
the subject of her master's the
sis - Boys and Literacy -
exploring the nation-wide phe
nomenon of the boy-girl "liter
acy gap," and how to support 
boys in literacy development. 

The Role of Parent 
Advisory Councils in B.C. 
Public Schools will be disSect
ed in the concurrent afternoon 
workshop, led by DPAC chair 
Lineger. Discussion will 
include the new School 
Planning Councils mandated 
by recent changes to the 
School Act, which will boost 
parent involvement in school 
decision-making. 

Pre-registration for Parent 
Education Day is requested so 
organizers have an idea of how 
many people to expect. 
Conference forms are avail
able at Community Services, 
the school board office and 
local schools. 

For more information or to 
indicate an intention to attend, 
contact Lineger at 538-0042, 
(fax, 537-1631) or through 
kimbers@ saltspring.com. 

NEWS BEAT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

DOUBLE THE FUN: Walker Tottman entertained 
Saturday market goers with a unique double-the
recorder SOUnd. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

WEATHER: Darn cold 
From Page 1 
can confidently say the temperatures we just experienced are 
the lowest I've recorded (for early May) in 37 years." 

Several islanders reported snowfall in various parts of Salt 
Spring Monday morning. Others experienced hail on both 
Sunday and Monday. 

Aston said the Sunday-Monday overnight low hit 0.9 C 
(33.6 F), while the high, set at 4 p.m. Monday, was "I0.8 C 
(51.5 F). _ 

The chill returned overnight Monday-Tuesday, with lows 
dipping to 1 C. 

DOCTORS: Frustrated 
From Page 1 

tie willingness to live up to 
Premier Campbell's com
mitment to honour the spirit 
of the arbitration award and 
restore a meaningful dispute 
resolution mechanism. 

'The doctors of B.C. have 
no choice now but to put our 
patients in the middle of this 
dispute. We took no job 
action while we tested the 
governme nt 's ability to 
deliver on the premier's 
commitment. Service with, 
drawals are always our last 
option but we have reached 
that point," Oetter said. 

Shea said local doctors 
haven 't received any direc
tive from the BCMA as to 
what's to happen. 

But if Salt Spring physi
cians withdrew services, 

Lady Minto Hospital would 
have to send patients off
island. 

"Our only option would 
be to send them somewhere 
where they could be dealt 
with," Shea said. 

"Certainly elective things 
will go by the board." 

But island doctors would 
remain avai lable for urgent 
situations and essential ser
vices will be maintained, he 
added. 

While individual doctors 
choose how to react to the 
BCMA reque s t, Shea 
believes the government is 
heading into a substantial 
struggle. 

"Medical professionals 
across the province feel frus
trated and betrayed." 

Unique hoines open 
doors for annual tour 

This year's Salt Spring 
Home Tour will whisk peo
ple into the domai n of world 
travellers, the spiritually 
enlightened, famous artists 
and master gardeners. 

From the English, 
Scandinavian and Dutch 
influences of one seaside 
cottage, to a home flush with 
Indonesian and African 
decor, and the Japanese-like 
design of another's natural 
setting and arc hi lecture, 
tour-goers will be privy to 
some islanders' worldwide 
escapades and cultural her
itage. 

On Saturday, May 18, 
people will come face to 
face with Salt Spring's 
largest "doorbell," a two
storey "water wall" and art 
glass windows that once 
adorned the B .C. 
Legislature. 

One of the last residences 
created by the late architect 
Hank Schubart is included, 
plus an historic home that 
was remarkably renovated 
under Schubart's direction. 

"Where the old ends and 
the new begins, one begins, 
one cannot tell," states the 

tour prograrn notes. 
A stunning working farm 

containing sweeping peren
nial beds, formal grounds 
and a multi-acre vegetable 
garden is on the tour, and the 
other properties' landscaping 
is also a must-see for horti
cultural buffs. 

One home belongs to a 
special celebrity couple. 

The Salt Spring Home 
Tour is an annual fundraiser 
for ArtSpring. 

Three properties are in the 
south end, and none are too 
far from the "beaten track," 
minimizing the time spent 
driving. 

Maps and related informa
tion for the tour will be 
available at ArtSpring from 
9:45a.m. on May 18. 

People can visit the eight 
properties from lO a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

Tickets are $25 or $45 for 
two and available through 
the ArtSpring box office in 
person or through 537-
2102. 

More than 80 volunteers 
will make the 2002 Home 
Tour hum. Hundreds of peo
ple buy tickets each year. 

CHAMBER: Vacation rentals 
From Page 1 

do the same with local 
Trust representatives, he 
said. · 

"We're going to do 
something really positive 
about it rather than stand 
around and yell at each 
other about it." 

Cottage Resort owner 
Pearl Gray was one of the 
chamber members in 
favour of the declaration 
plan. 

"I believe very strongly 
in the rule of law," she 
said in explaining her 
position. Local bylaws 
came out of five years of 
official community plan 
discussion in the mid
l990s when islanders 
determined what kind of 
community they wanted. 

"One of the decisions 
was that neighbourhoods 
would stay as residential 
neighbourhoods and I 
believe it's not ethical for 
people to make money by 
breaking laws." 

Gray's property has 
commercial zoning, 
"which needs to mean 
something," she said, 
adding that she also pays 
higher commercial taxes. 

Illegally-operating 
vacation homes are in 
competition with resorts, 
which also cater to fami
lies, said Gray. 

Arlene Dashwood is 

Depart Ganges 

president of ASTAR. 
She said vacation home 

owners and people with 
businesses renting them 
out to tourists want to be 
part of a "whole managed 
tourism plan" and are 
considering a number of 
proposals. 

While Dashwood 
lamented the divisive 
nature of the current 
debate, she was hopeful 
continuing dialogue with 
the Trust, Chamber of 
Commerce and others 
would lead to a solution 
everyone could live with. 

Nothing specific has 
been formalized in writ
ing by ASTAR as yet, 
said Dashwood, but 
implementing restrictions 
and guidelines for vaca
tion home rental; trans
forming some homes into 
self-catering B&Bs; and 
finding ways to ease 

neighbourhood concerns 
are among ideas tossed 
around so far. 

Dashwood said the May 
Driftwood trustee 

report on this issue from 
David Borrowman and 
Bev Byron contained 
some inflammatory state
ments. 

"We were always con
cerned about the divisive 
nature of this and we're 
seeing it." 

ASTAR also met last 
Thursday to update mem
bers on the latest news. 
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Partiers 
party 
at park 

Salt Spring RCMP spent 
approximately three hours 
responding to complaints 
about raucous revellers at 
Portlock Park early Saturday 
morning. 

Central area residents had 
complained about youths 
racing vehicles, breaking 
bottles, yelling and swearing 
in the neighborhood. 

Police investigation at the 
scene revealed that party
goers had moved to the park 
after a party shut down else
where. 

NEWS BEAT 

As result, 24-hour suspen
sions were issued to the 17-
year-old male driver of a 
1982 Oldsmobile and the 
19-year-old male driver of a 
1992 Chevy Blazer as they 
left the party. 

Weeden art highlighted 
visit to the island . . 

An 18-year-old man also 
received a $58 ticket for sit
ting in a vehicle with open 
beer. 

S a I t 
Spring artist 
J u d y 
Weeden was 
recently sur
prised to dis-

SALT SPRING 
SNIPPETS 

While in the Royal Navy 
many years ago, Farrow 
attended the HMS Ganges 
base in Uxbridge, England 
and fellow alumni were 
assembling a book about the 
vessel and facility history. 

Several minors were 
found consuming alcohol on 
the roadway and had their 
liquor disposed of on the 
scene. 

Several youths were also 
found in unlocked Portlock 
Park washrooms and swim
ming in the pool. They were 
asked to leave the park. 

In other police news: 
• A 61-year-old Victoria 

man received unorthodox 
vacation accommodation 
after he was found on a 
Ganges sidewalk at 2:29 
a.m. Saturday. 

When police interviewed 
the man, he appeared very 
intoxicated and didn't know 
where he was staying on the 
island. 

Consequently, he was 
arrested fm: being drunk in a 
public place and remained 
in police custody for the 
remainder of the evening. 

• The 19-year-old driver 
of a 1989 Chevy pick-up 
received a 24-hour suspen
sion for impaired driving at 
2:48a.m. Sunday. 

• A silver 1992 Geo Storm 
received approximately 
$1,000 damage when the 
passenger rear-side quarter 
panel was struck in a hit
and-run accident at Grace 
Point Square between 1-· 
2:30 p.m. Monday. Anyone 
with information about this 
accident is encouraged to 
call Salt Spring RCMP 
(537-5555) or 
Crimes toppers. 

cover that a piece of her pot
tery was on display at the 
Clay and Glass Museum in 
Waterloo, Ontario. 

'The way I found out about 
it is that I got a call by some
one who saw a piece in the 
permanent collection who 
wanted to purchase a copy," 
she said. 

While Weeden offered 
humility about her accom
plishment, she also acknowl
edged a sense of pride in the 
prestigious honour. 

"It's basically one of the 
few places in Canada that 
shows only ceramics." 

Weeden's distinctive pot
tery is showing at the J. 
Mitchell Gallery until May 
16. 

• Regular callers to the 
Ganges Coast Guard this 
week need a new number at 
their finger tips. 

Due to renovation work at 
the coast guard building, the 
crew's land line will briefly 
be out of service. 

Those calling the station 
concerning regular business 
should dia1537-7561. 

• An article covering the 
Alliance of Salt Spring 
Artists' Fall 2001 juried exhi
bition has been published in 
Artichoke, a prestigious 
Vancouver-based arts journal 
that is distributed across 
Canada. "Mainland" expo
sure is important for island 
artists and was one of the 
objectives of the exhibition, 
notes artist Ben Goodman. 

"ASA members are indebt-

·~·,··· . . K 
~ rt 

The Currant Cafe 

ed to Stefanie Denz for 
putting together this exhibi
tion and to all the ASA execu
tive who work so hard on 
behalf of artist-members of 
ASA." Artichoke sells locally 
at Salt Spring Books. 

• South Salt Spring has bro
ken off from the rest of the 
island to issue its own curren
cy! Now in circulation is a 
$20 bill issued by Garry Oak 
and Douglas Fir, adorned with 
a cluster of naked men and the 
numbers BAA 250653. We're 
not joking! 

• Salt Spring Conservancy 
marked Earth Day with the 
launch of a new website. It 
can be seen at: http//salt
spring.gulfislands.com/con
servancy. 

• English visitor Peter 
Farrow was seeking infor
mation about the HMS 
G_anges during a recent 

Farrow noted that the HMS 
Ganges base was closed sev
eral years ago due to cut
backs and that an association 
was trying to raise funds to 
purchase the site. 

As coincidence would have 
it, Farrow is the nephew of 
long-time islander Arthur 
Farrow who'd also worked at 
the Royal Navy base. 

• Wine connoisseurs will 
want to know about the 
Hastings House's 
Winemaker's Dinners. Five 
wines, paired with each 
course, will be presented. On 
May 18, wines from Alderlea 
Vineyards near Duncan will 
be introduced, while the June 
8 dinner will see Poplar Grove 
Winery near Penticton repre
sented. 

**SHORELINE 
OWNERSHIP** 

-PANORAMIC Ocean & Island VISTA; 
-WELL MAINTAINED 1 level, 3 bedroom home; 

-203 feet SHORELINE; 

Offered@ 
$349,900; 

ARRANGE TO VIEW NOW. 

"THINKING OF SELLING? GIL M 0 u A 'T IWILLWORKHARDFORYOU" ft 
-111111111\IIIIUIII 0\f~e/Res . (250) 537-4900; Fax: (250) 537-9272 
ROYAL LEPAGE Toll Free: 1·80Q.537·4905 
-INIIIIIIIIIIIIIUHII #1101-115 Fullord Ganges Rd., SSI, B.C. VBK 2T9 email: gmouat@sahspring.com 

PEGASUS 
GALLERY 

Seasonal cuisine using island organic 

produce, fish, & artisan breads & cheeses. 

OF CANADIAN ART 

Celebrating 30 years 
as inspiration specialists Patio opens May 18th 

On the Boardwalk at Mouat's Landing 

537.57'-+7 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9:30AM -5:00PM 

SUNDAY lO:OOAM- 4:00PM • 537-2421 

WATER SAFE: Wayne 
Taylor's Grade 5 class 
gets a lesson in water 
safety as loca l coast 
guard crews visit various 
classrooms. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 2002 .. 3 

DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30 am I 11 :30 am I 4:30 pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am I 12:00 pm I 5:00 pm 

GANGES HARBOUR • Montague Harbour • Port Washington 
Lyall Harbour • Telegraph Harbour • Miners Bay 

www.seairseaplanes.com 

Extensive Selection of Best Sellers, 
Including a special Canadian authors 
section, marine charts, maps & cards. 
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HOLLETT§: On the run for eight years 
HOME WANTED 

From Page 1 

houses, using one of five sto
ries to explain why they are 
on the run. 

Due to confidentiality 
issues, Salt Spring's transition 
house will not confirm or 
deny their presence here. 

The Driftwood has learned 
that Phyllis Hollett placed a 
classified ad seeking housing 
under the name of "Jan" in 
the newspaper's August 1 edi
tion. In it she gave an unlisted 
telephone number as a con
tact which, according to 
Driftwood records, has been 
used six times in the past 
year, always in connection to 
a woman, or woman and 
child looking for housing. 

The ad describes "Jan'' as a 
"reliable caretaker with expe
rience in .carpentry, decorat
ing, painting, organic garden
ing." 

Although the local school 
district will not for privacy 
reasons confirm registration 
of Justin in a school here, a 
few Phoenix Elementary 
School students and parents 
recall the boy attending class
es there from September until 
December. 

Chris Cormack, pastor of 
the Community Gospel 
Chapel , also confirmed that 
"Jan and Justin" attended 
Sunday church services, 
although they did not become 
"an integral part" of church 
activities. 

"So mething seemed not 
quite right," Cormack said 
last week, "but we understood 
she was a single mom with a 
son trying to get a fresh start. 
We were as shocked as any
one else when she I ell." 

Phyllis lived in a cottage on 
Upper Ganges Road. She did 
not drive, but used a bike to 
get around. 

"People seem to either like 
her or dislike her," Morkin 
says. 

She is voracious in her abil
ity to join groups, he added, 
often taking up and working 
tirelessly for environmental 

Gavin Hollett 

Phyllis Hollett 

causes, and is attracted to 
"anti-establishment" type 
communities. 

"Once she is part of these 
groups, people often put her 
up, feeling sorry for her and 
her child." 

He says she is wanted for 
questioning as a prime suspect 
in the Kootenays for a number 
of thefts. 

Phyllis is a garage sale and 
flea market connoisseur and at 
least one islander remembers 
her walking around with a 
backpack filled with used nic
nacs. She left many of these 
items behind in her quick 
departure from Salt Spring on 
January 2. 

Sometimes she tells peo
ple her ex-partner is a 
Satanist involved in ritualis
tic abuse, or that he was 
killed in a car accident and 
she is running from his par-

ents who blame her. 
According to Morkin and 

Gibbon, the story began about 
six months after Gavin's birth 
when the two separated, 
Phyllis acquired custody, and 
Gibbon obtained visitation 
rights. After several years of 
hindering Gibbon's access, 
Phyllis accused her ex-partner 
of sexually abusing Gavin. 
The allegation, according to 
Morkin's court documents, 
was based on a drawing of a 
penis, created by Gavin when 
he was two. 

The case was thrown out of 
court but as Gibbon points 
out, "Once you start saying 
things like that, the access 
becomes really difficult." 

Then Phyllis and Gavin dis
appeared, leaving behind 
Phyllis' 14-year-old son from 
another relationship. 

Morkin says it's possible 
Phyllis truly believes the sexu
al assault allegations, but he is 
doubtful. He thinks her 
abduction is related to "con
trol issues and compulsive
ness." He sees the abuse alle
gations as a "tactic to slow 
down (court) proceedings." 

If Gavin is found, Gibbon 
has "temporary custody" until 
a family court determines a 
permanent situation. 

Morkin says, "The irony is, 
if she turns herself in, she'll 
have visitation rights with 
Gavin, but if she is appre
hended, she will never be left 
alone with the child again." 

For Morkin, the case has 
had the ups and downs of a 
roller coaster ride, taking him 
most recently into communi
ties all over British Columbia. 
The case broke slightly when 
he obtained updated photos of 
the pair last year. The photo
graph of Gavin, which he 
obtained from a school in 
Nakusp, was the first image 
Gibbon had seen of his son in 
eight years. 

"He cried when he heard I 
had a picture," Morkin says. 

It may have been the addi-

tion of these photos to posters 
and the Missing Children 
website that "spooked" 
Phyllis and set her running 
from Salt Spring. 

But Phyllis also threw a 
"red herring" to Morkin last 
October. While living on Salt 
Spring, she had someone mail 
one of her letters from 
Edmonton, causing Morkin to 
launch an intensive search 
there. 

But as he weaves his way 
through the maze created by 
tips and information, Morkin 
stresses his goal is to find 
Gavin. 

"I don't care about her; 
that's a police issue ... My 
focus is finding Gavin and 
getting him out of this abusive 
relationship." 

He defines the abuse as 
"emotional:" Gavin has been 
on the run all his life, con
stantly changing communi
ties, his name, even his hair 
colour. Although he was 
known as Justin on Salt 
Spring, he has also been Isaac 
and Gabriel. Phyllis' alias 
include Jan, Janet, Willow 
and Jennifer. 

And while Gavin is blond 
in his 2001 school photo
graph, he was apparently 
brown-haired on Salt Spring. 
Likewise, Phyllis was blond 
here, but has brown hair in 
her poster photo. 

Since the pair left Salt 
Spring in January, Morkin 
knows they have lived in at 
least three different communi
ties. 

"Gavin cries when he has 
to move again; he is never 
allowed to set down roots ... 
I see her like a coyote with 
her pup running beside her." 

But he feels he is getting 
closer to finding the two, who 
he thinks are on Vancouver 
Island, and a new 6,000-
strong poster blitz will aid his 
search. 

"I've got my net out and 
I' II find her." 

Qualified buyer seeks 
3 plus bedroom home on 

level acreage for large family 

CALL 537-0090 

Ask about our current specials! 

BROWN JORDAN Nxt 
Collection 

Complete Brown jordan catakgue at 
www. brown jordan. com 

Rec_centre takes step with LRC approval ~~ 
The Salt Spring Parks, 

Arts and Recreation 
Commission (PARC) leapt 
over a major hurdle toward 
building a community recre
ation facility on Rainbow 
Road last week following 
receipt of an approval from 
the Land Reserve 
Commission. 

"While the land commis
sion announcement is very 
welcome, it is only the first 
step in a fairly long chain of 
action that must now start to 
unfold," said PARC manager 
Dave Gibbon at an April 29 
meeting. 

PARC now has one of the 
first approvals it needs to 
develop and operate a multi
use community recreation 
facility on the property pro
tected under the Agricultural 
Land Reserve Act. Further 
down the line would be 
determining funding issues. 

But before any considera
tion of construction com
mences, basic elements of 
rezoning, site servicing and 
geotechnical issues must be 
first reviewed, Gibbon said. 

Gibbon estimated it will 
take four to six months to 
determine a source for water 
service, resolve sewer con
nection issues, conduct 
geotechnical surveys and 
make a rezoning application 
with the Islands Trust. 

"That time will also pro
vide an opportunity for the 
commission to receive 
expressions of interest from 
community organizations and 
stakeholders interested in 
participating in the planning 
process," Gibbon said. 
· "Some groups would like 

to get in there next week and 
start building but I don't 
think we're able to do that 
yet," said PARC chair Bill 
Curtin. 

While PARC plans to 
move cautiously in planning 
for a recreation facility, 
Curtin is excited about recent 
developments. 

" I 've been personally 
working on this project for 
I 0 years," he said. 

One of the biggest obsta
cles remaining before con
struction will be satisfying 
the Islands Trust about facili-

ty water requirements, he 
said. 

"The [North Salt Spring 
Waterworks] water district 
doesn't have sufficient 
allowance to include a recre
ation facility," Curtin noted . . 

But preliminary research 
indicates there is enough 
ground water on the site for 
PARC to dig wells to create a 
self-sufficient faci lity, he 
said. 

Curtin also discussed the 
possibility of utilizing an 
innovative re-circulated grey
water system that would 
reduce recreation centre 
water use. 

"Before we move any fur
ther, we must satisfy our
selves, the Islands Trust and 
the community on water 
issues," Curtin said. 

In the next step of the plan
ning process, PARC plans to 

inquire about inclusion into 
the Ganges sewer area and 
request detailed geotechnical 
surveys of the property locat
ed at 256 Rainbow Road. 
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~--------------------~ 
= MISSING CAT = 
• Short hair female. Dark tortoise shell, • = (brown, black, yellow). 3 black feet...1 front foot yellow. = 
• (No white or gray fur).Tattoo "L32J" inside right ear. • 
• Missing since March 2001 ... could be anywhere on • 
• island by now. If she is in your home, know that her • 
• shots are overdue. Reward offered for return! • 

• Please call 537-6573. • 
• Thank you! • 

~--------------------~ 
SALT SPRING 

STORAGE TRAILER RENTALS 
LET US TAKE CARE OF YOUR STORAGE NEEDS! 

• Renovating •Building • Busin,ess • Portable Shop 
• On-site contractor storage 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD NEWS BEAT WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2002 • AS 

Boycott 
ballots 
collected 

Boater rescued as vessel bums 

Salt Spring Islanders for 
Justice and Reconcili ation 
(SSIJR) is winding up its 
ballot collection in the Active 
Boycott of the re ferendum 
on treaty negotiations. 

The group is presenting 
collected ballots to the 
Hul'qumi'num Treaty Group 
in Ladysmith, which has 
organized ballot collections in 
its communities on 
Vancouver Island. From there 
they will be delivered to Chief 
Judith Sayers of the 
Hupacasath First Nation in 
Port Albemi for an indepen
dent count of the ballots. 

Phil Vernon of SSIJR 
urges people who still have 
their ballot and wish to have 
it counted in the Active 
Boycott to sig n it, put a 
stamp on the yellow enve
lope, and re-address it to: 
Chief Judith Sayers, 
Hupacasath First Nation, 
5323 River Rd, Port Alberni, 
BC,V9Y6Z3. 

REFLECTION: Ania 
Po rebski shows Hana 
Riepl her painted face at 
a Wa ldorf schoo l May 
Day celebrat ion held 
last Saturday. 
Photo by Derrick Lundy 

An off-duty member of the 
Gulf Islands Coast Guard 
Auxilliary rescued a boater 
from shipwreck and fire 
Friday. 

While en route to Salt 
Spring from work on Mayne 
Island, local land surveyor 
Brian Wolfe-Milner spotted 
smoke and flames rising from 
an islet near Samuel Island 
(between Satuma and Mayne 
Islands). 

Wolfe-Milner reported the 
fire to the coast guard at 12:34 
p.m. and investigated the scene 
where he found a wooden 
pleasure craft fully engulfed in 
flames. 

A Mayne Island boater was 
found on the beach nearby and 
brought aboard Wolfe-Milner's 
20-foot boat until the coast 
guard Sehay hovercraft arrived 
to transport the man to an 
ambulance at Swartz Bay. 

The hapless boater reported 
he had broken down in the 
night and drifted around the 
strait until he ran aground. His 
subsequent attempts at repairs 
caused the fire, he said. 

The 37-foot power boat was 

Macy vision entrances island 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

For more than 300 people 
who heard Joanna Macy 
speak at the high school 
Saturday night, saving the 
planet from a "doomed indus
trial growth society" sounded 
like a not-to-be-missed 
adventure. 

Spo nsored by the Salt 
Spring Island Conservancy, 
the event saw the esteemed 
American eco-philosopher, 
Buddhist scholar, author and 
workshop leader as the cen
tral attraction of The Great 
Turning, a Vision of Hope for 
the Earth. 

But Macy put everyone in 
the room at "the centre," 
along with courageous people 
from around the world stand
ing up to the forces of war, 
and corporate greed and con
trol, while joining a crucial 
environmental revolution. 

of any journey," she noted. 
And seeds germinate in the 
dark. 

Feeling grief and despair 
for the current state of affairs 
is also healthy, Macy said. It 
means people feel compas
sion for the world and their 
pain will turn into "belonging 
and power." 

The third bit of advice was 
to "link arms." 

"The best remedy for 
despair is action together," 
she said , adding that small 
study groups can be especial
ly useful. 

Macy ' s most in triguing 
fourth offering sounded at 
first like a parental admonish
ment: "Act your age." 

When people stand up to a 
corporation or a government, 
they should do so with the 
authority of 50 billion years 
of earth 's hi story, she 
explained, not just from "the 
passing nobility" of their own 
lifetime. 

Every atom, cell, particle in 
our bodies goes back to the 
first explosion of space and 
time, she said- so that's our 
true age. 

" Dare to believe the 
grandeur that has brought you 
forth .. . " she said, quoting a 
Buddhist love poem. 

Preceding Macy's talk was 
Women of Note choir, whose 
crystalline a cappella har
monies and upbeat stage pres
ence ideally set the evening's 
tone. 

Macy was invited to the 
island by Judith Bradley and 
M aureen Wild, who also 
arranged for a six-day train
ing workshop being taken by 
24 people. 

Wild introduced Macy to 
the crowd, pointing out how 
such a large audience was a 
testamen t to the " ripple 
effect" of her work on " the 
consciousness of strangers." 

If people weren' t already 
enamoured with M acy 
through her written words, 
they couldn't help but be 
smitten after her talk. 

Those wanting more infor
mation about her teachings, 
books , workshops or study 
group curricula can check 
out: 

www.joannamacy.net. 

She amazed her audience 
with the story of meditating 
with 650,000 people in Sri 
La nka fo r Peace Samadhi 
Day in March, and gave per
spective to the notion of how 
long change takes with news 
of the Samadhis' "500-year 
peace plan." 

Us ing the wisdo m and 
beauty of words from poets 
and spiritual guides, Macy 
cleverly gave advice on ways 
to participate in T he Great 
Turning. 

Hidden Garden 
People must "come from 

gratitude," she said- waking 
up each day to feel blessed by 
simply being alive. 

"Do n' t be afraid of the 
dark," Macy advised, refer
ring to the times we find our
selves in now. 

"The darkest part of the 
soul is the most critical point 

Water Garden & Landscape Design 

Gerda Lattey 250·537·1526 

~~ SAM ANDERSON 
[}lt APPLIANCE REPAIR 

Prompt, Reliable snd Professions/ Servics 
on s/1 Mskss snd Modsls, Large or Small 

Hot Wstsr Tank, Applisncs & Pump lnstsllstion 

!trJ; i~~~G~N~Y l, 
;~});: '! ~ .. ~RVI.£E <!! 
tel/fax: 537-5268 
pager: 538-9000 SAM ANOEflSON 

... 

completely destroyed by the 
blaze. 

In other coast guard news: 
• Local coast guard officers 

have been temporarily relocat
ed to the Ganges Firehall while 
air quality problems are 
addressed at their dock-side 
office. 

Creosote had been seeping 
up through the floor which can 
be hazardous to health, said 
officer in charge Sid Jones. 

'The fire department have 
been good hosts. It ' s really 
appreciated," Jones said. 

They expect to return to their 

regular office space r, •·:- t week. 
In the -meantime, coast guard 
and fisheries information can 
still be obtained over the phone 
(537-5813) or on-line. 

• While coast guard crews 
adjust to a temporary office 
space, they must also find their 
way around a "loaner" vessel. 

The Skua is in drydock for 
new engines until next month 
and Salt Spring coast guard 
crews are manning the 44-foot 
Port Hardy lifeboat during the 
refit. Describing the loaner 
Jones laughed, "It's not as fast 
but it's good in heavy weather." 

ROBERT HASSELL 
ASSOCIATES LTD. 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 
CUSTOM DESIGN AND 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT OF 
CONTEMPORARY WEST COAST HOMES 

TELEPHONE: (250) 537-4368 
STU DIO: 851 Nose Point Road V8K 155 

WEBSITE: www.roberthassell.com 

This week at Ernbe we are 
pleased to bring you our.. 

Sour Rye $1-o 
French Bread ....... · aloaf 

Chocolate Chip $350 
Cookies .... . · doz 

White Chocolate 
Strawberry Ganache 
Mother's Day $1800 
Cakes . . . . . ea 

These cakes are made with fresh 
strawberries & Callebaut white chocolate. 

FROM MAY 8- MAY 14 

YOU CAN PHONE US AT 

537-5611 
Or drop in at the 

foot of Ganges Hill 
We are now open Sundays 

lam til2pm as well as 
Monday to Saturday 4:30am 

til 5:30pm 

The islands' largest 
marketplace: 

Driftwood Classified 

MIKE HUNSBERGER 
Building on Salt Spring over 8 year s 

Tel: (250) 653-4498 174 Sout h Road 

Fax: (250) 653-4499 Salt Spr ing Island 
E-mail: huns@saltspring.com BC VBK 1Y3 

erving the Gulf Islands 
for over 30 years 

• FAMILY LAW • MEDIATION • REAL ESTATE 

• PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL LAW • WILLS & ESTATES 

• CORPORATE • BUSINESS 

Chris Lott, Lois Phillips, Tybring Hemphill, Paul Bowers(articled student), Tim Lott, Nick Lott 

McKIMM & LeTT 
BARRISTERS • SOLICITORS • NOTARIES PUBLIC 

Ganges Centre (above Post Office) 
Tel: (250) 537-9951 • Fax: (250) 537-1916 

Sidney office telephone : (250) 656-3961 
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A turning point 
For most of the past 150 years, the fortunes of Salt Spring Island 

have waxed and waned with the passing of economic cycles 
and through various external influences. People have come and 
gone - though more have come than gone - and local services 
have increased accordingly. 

For the most part Salt Spring Islanders have lived with limited 
cor)trol over their own affairs. Before the advent of regional gov
ernment and later the introduction of the Islands Trust, Salt 
Spring's interests were represented with varying degrees of suc
cess by the Chamber of Commerce. 

The status quo was for many years adequate. Public services and 
infrastructure were generally provided as they became necessary, 
and most islanders were satisfied with limited government at the 
local level. 

Today, however, Salt Spring is at a turning point. With a popula
tion of over 10,000 people and a burgeoning tourist industry, Salt 
Spring is a markedly difference place from what it was even 10 
years ago. It might, therefore, be time for a change in the way we 
govern our affairs. 

The nuts and bolts of incorporation have been laid out in plain 
view through the industrious and laudable efforts o( the Local 
Government Restructure Committee. The culmination of those 
efforts will come June 22 when voters decide if they want to create 
a new level of government. 

Taxation will no doubt play a huge role in the final decision for 
most voters. We will pay more; of that there is no question. But 
our decision must also be influenced by considerations that lie on 
the other side of the scales. Unfortunately, while those considera
tions carry weight, among the most important are the intangible 
ones. 

The Driftwood has already launched a series of informational 
pieces on incorporation. Over the next six weeks, this space, too, 
will make an effort to examine some of the issues we believe are 
the most important. 

We will attempt to identify and explain the pros and cons, 
including the intangibles, as Salt Spring Islanders prepare to make 
one of the most important decisions of the past 150 years. 

Stampede to incorporation could speed up development 
By SAM LIGHTMAN 

So the Texada fight is over and Salt 
Spring has succeeded in saving 2,600 
acres of ecologically significant land 
from logging. That's wonderful. 

Now, what about the rest of the 
original 5,000 acres? 

Well, if past history is any indicator, 
most of it will be logged. Since the 
Forest Land Reserve is soon to be an 
historical artifact, the Texada remain
der will also likely be developed. 

At the moment, most, if not all the 
remaining Texada lands are zoned 
Forestry. Today that means a 20-acre 
average lot size. But what abo ut 
tomorrow? 

Well , who knows? We're headed 
into an incorporation referendum. 
Many people think it's a fait accompli, 
that we've had enough of the Islands 
Trust and it's time to "take control of 

Birds singing, hummingbirds 
humming and my own 
favourite: "Thwack!" 

The sound of a youngster's 
bat hitting a ball. Along with 
high-pitched cries of "Throw it 
here! "Throw it there!" and, of 
course, "Run! " 

From the time my older 
daughter was six until my 
younger one was 17, I coached 
softball. When it comes to 
memories of good times past, 
these rank with the best. In all 
those years we rarely counted 
ourselves among the "win
ningest" teams, but we always 
had fun. The measure of 
whether we'd had a successful 
season was how many of the 
girls signed up the following 
year. And I had as much fun as 
they did. 

One year I had an operation 
on my throat, which caused me 
to sound like Donald Duck for a 
couple of weeks. In a vain 
attempt to preserve my dignity I 

VIEW 
POINT 

our own destiny." I would suggest that 
people go beyond cliche thinking and 
consider the implications of this 
proposition very carefully before they 
leap. 

Voices with experience elsewhere 
have pointed out that it only took one 
development-minded council to com
pletely change the character of their 
old locale forever. We can see this on 
a larger scale with the current provin
cial government, which has taken 
control of our destiny in a big way 
and is moving it in some very surpris
ing, irreversible directions. The char
acter of B.C. will never be the same. 

But we put them in there, so we must 
be in control of our destiny, right? 

In an odd, funky kind of way, the 
Gulf Islands are governed by a system 
of checks and balances that exists per
haps nowhere else in Canada. 
Awkward though it is, it has been rea
sonably effective in maintaining the 
character of the islands in the face of 
relentless development pressures. The 
Islands Trust, the CRD, the provincial 
government and a whole slew of 
semi-autonomous bureaucratic fief
dams - Highways, Coast Guard, 
Fisheries, Hydro, CRTC, etc., -
together determine what happens 
here. The people who want to "get 
things done" find the system frustrat
ing, but the people who are oriented 
towards "preserve and protect" are 
grudgingly okay with it. After all, 
imagine what the place would look 

like if the Islands Trust wasn't here. 
Picket fences every 30 metres from 
end to end. If you think that's an exag
geration, check out the developments 
that took place in the Gulf Islands 
before the Trust was established. 

Leaving aside all the other ques
tions raised by the incorporation issue, 
the overriding concern for those of the 
"preserve and protect" persuasion has 
to be: will incorporation further that 
protection, or endanger it? My strong 
intuition is the latter. 

One final note. There seems to be 
some sort of na'ive belief- John 
Pottinger expressed it at some length 
in an earlier Driftwood column -
that somehow incorporation is the 
magic wand which will touch our 
roads and make them well. There's no 
magic that will do it, only money. You 
start to add up the cost of maintaining 

Ah, the joyous · sounds of spring 
would gather the 

ISLE SAY! 
girls around me and 
whisper to them. 
That worked well 
until the game start
ed and I needed to 

WITH JOHN POTTINGER 

get their attention. I 
would yell something to one of 
the players and they'd all start 
to giggle. A couple of them 
would mimic me, calling to 
each other in their Donald Duck 
voices, and within seconds the 
whole ball field - parents, 
coaches, even the other team -
would be howling with laughter. 

In one case the umpire yelled 
"Play Ball," then called out 
"Sthtrrrike one!" in his best 
Donald voice, causing all the 
girls to laugh so hard we could
n't play for a while. 

When my daughters graduat
ed to the adult form of softball 

(the coach is replaced i11 the 
dugout by a cooler), I realized 
that the most fun I'd had was 
when the kids were just starting 
out. At that age (known in soft
ball jargon as "mites"), they're 
there simply to have fun; their 
skills are neither developed nor 
expected. An actual base hit, or 
ca ught fly ball, are events of 
such significance that the whole 
team jumps and screams with 
delight for minutes on end. 

When I need to bring some 
perspective back into my life -
to remember what's really 
important versus what we think 

is important, one incident 
always comes to mind. 

I was coaching a bunch of 
seven and eight-year-old girls. 
At that age parents still come to 
the games - spread down the 
sidelines sitting on lawn chairs 
or sprawled on the grass - hav
ing fun watching their kids hav
ing fun . 

Our team was in the field and 
it was little Jamie Hyggen's turn 
to play right field. Nothing 
much happens way out there in 
right field, but I tried to teach 
them to always pay attention to 
what was going on -just in 
case. I also told them not to be 
afraid to ask questions. 

So here we were, halfway 
through an inning, halfway 
through a game, on a warm 
spring evening, when Jamie 
Hyggen starts waving her arms 

every roadway and byway from 
Musgrave Landing to Southey Point 
and then convince me that incorpora
tion isn't going to kill us with higher 
taxes. Add to that the cost of maintain
ing all the new projects we'll be asked 
to approve by the people who see 
incorporation as the key to a new 
[insert your favourite project here] and 
somehow I get the sense that the 
stampede to incorporation really is a 
rush to development. 

Just remember, it only takes four 
development-minded councillors to 
change the character of this island for
ever. And it's irreversible. 

Think carefully before you make 
that X. Once you start down that path, 
there's no turning back. 

Sam Light/nan is a freelance writer 
and long-time resident of Salt Spring 
Island. 

and shouting at the top of her 
little lung s, way out there in 
right field. 

"Coach! Coach! Come here!" 
I glance over at her mom, sit

ting on the sidelines, but she 
just shrugs her shoulders as if to 
say, "She's calling you, not 
me." 

I look over at the umpire and 
I too shrug my shoulders. He 
looks out at Jamie, who's still 
waving her arms and calling 
me. Finally he raises his arms 
and shouts "Time out!" 

I jog out to right field, my 
mind filled with dozens of pos
sibilities of what poor Jamie's 
problem might be. 

"What is it Jamie?" I ask 
breathlessly, as I bend down in 
front of her. She reaches out 
with one small hand, holds it in 
front of my face and says, 
"Coach look! I found a penny!" 

When it comes to memories 
of kids and softball, it just does
n't get any better than that. 
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We asked: What do you do you think about the vacatzon rentalzssue. 

Joyce Weir 
I can see both sides of the issue 
but I think there should be some 
safeguards built in so it doesn't 
become abused. 

Ken Barnes 
I think it should be wide open. 
If they want to rent their 
houses for an hour then let 
them rent for an hour. 

Letters to the Editor 

Excellence 
According to a Driftwood ad and 

story, Janet Jacobsen, after eight 
years, has sold her physiotherapy 
clinic and will accept and treat new 
patients until the end of May. 

Present patients have expressed 
their feelings with tears, or a sense 
of loss while well wishers send 
praises for this wonderful profes
sional who had befriended them in 
their time of need. 

In her own unique way she 
zeroed in on each individual's 
problems and matched them with 
specific treatments. Janet had wis
dom enough to teach us what we 
should do to help ourselves. 

Those who acted upon her 
advice put away their canes or 
walkers. Those of us who - for a 
variety of reasons - fell short of 
the mark, met with Janet's under
standing and caring nature as her 
sense of humour surfaced and 
laughter was once again shared 
between friends. For we, Janet's 
patients, became her friends as well 
as friends of other patients who 
also benefitted from the healing 
atmosphere of Janet's clinic. 

Janet is a down-to-earth, tell-it
like-it-is human being whose per
sonality and loving kindness com
bined with her vast knowledge and 
guidance have earned her the love 
and respect of Salt Spring 
Islanders. 

Thirty-five years of knowledge 
of physiotherapy shared with us 
and communicated so charmingly 
merits the classifiation of excel
lence! Well done, my friend! 
MARGARET MAE JOHNSTON, 
Ganges 

Stunned 
My original intention was to 

write in this week to sincerely con
gratulate cartoonist Dennis Parker 
for creating what should be the 
"cover page" for his long-awaited 
book (See Sheep for Brains, last 
week's Driftwood). 

Instead I am needing some infor
mation. Did anyone happen to get 
the licence plate number of the 
'90s model solid navy blue Volvo 
Sedan that barrelled through the 
crosswalk across from the Fishery 
at Rainbow Road at 2:40 p.m. 
Friday afternoon? 

The driver was completely 
unaware anyone was occupying the 
crosswalk until at 50 kmlh came a 
breath away from striking a 10 to 
12-year-old boy head on. 

. If you know who drives a cat of 
this description, call me. If you are 
the young boy with the amazing 
quick reflexes, call me. 

I would like to set up the oppor
tunity for the driver to not only 

apologize to you but to also explain 
why she or he had the nerve to 
drive away and leave you and all of 
us who witnessed this absolutely 
stunned. My number is 537~2288. 
B. WOODLEY, 
Shepherd Hills 

Not informed 
Recent remarks by Tom 

Varzeliotis (Driftwood, April 24) 
concerning democracy and referen
da are, if seriously meant, trou
bling, to say the least. Hitler pub
lished Mein Kampf (My Struggle) 
in 1925. There he frankly laid out 
his anti-Semitic attitudes in detail. 
In l932 Hitler lost the presidential 
election to Hindenberg. But on 
January 30, 1933, Hindenberg· 
reluctantly appointed him as 
Chancellor. Hitler's Nazi Party 
went on to win the next national 
election by a bare majority on 
March 5. On March 23 the 
Reichstag passed the Enabling Act, 
giving Hitler's decrees the force of 
law. The subsequent extermination 
of the European Jews and Gypsies 
was, as some authors have argued, 
carried out legally and democrati
cally. 

The point, plainly, is that voters 
are rarely if ever perfectly 
informed. When passions run high, 
electorates are capable of electing 
governments whose subsequent 
-actions are opposed by the over
whelming majority of citizens. The 
current war on B.C.'s social infras
tructure by the so-called Liberals 
(put in power by 58 per cent of the 
electorate) may be a pertinent 
example. 

Most even nominally democratic 
countries, such as Canada, have 
courts, the highest members of 
which are appointed, often for life. 
Such courts can and do overrule 
decisions by duly elected represen
tatives. This power of a handful of 
judges is scarcely democratic, but 
it is surely wise. A case in point is 
the federal legislative reaction to 
the events of September 11, when a 
number of Western countries 
passed Draconian laws severely 
compromising civil liberties. This 
attack on fundamental rights was 
made possible by a climate of fear. 
Now, as those fears subside, some 

Christine Wilson 
I'd like to see vacation rentals 
cancelled because housing is so 
expensive on the island. 

of the more objectionable, and 
probably unconstitutional laws are 
being quietly dropped (e.g. the fed
eral anti-terrorism Bill C-42). 

Referenda and public initiatives 
may have consequences most vot
ers do not foresee and would not 
have wished. The interested readers 
should look into the many referen
da, often tax-related, passed in var
ious (mainly) Western states in the 
U.S. in the past decade, many of 
which have had a baleful effect on 
education and other institutions. 
For example, the recent I-695 ini
tiative in Washington state has had 
the (widely unforeseen) effect of 
lowering automobile taxes chiefly 
on expensive cars! No doubt there 
are appropriate roles for referenda 
in the public life of a nation - but 
calling into question the treaty 
rights of First Nations people is not 
among them. 
JOHN PROTHERO, 
Cudmore Heights 

Shocking hue 
I went by the library the other 

day and nearly drove off the road. 
Not only are they painting the 

building purple, but they are also 
painting the sign purple. 

The sign is hand-carved, made of 
clear, aged cedar, and is now paint
ed purple. I am in shock. 

I may be biased, as I helped ren
ovate the library and made the sign. 

Somebody give their head a 
shake. · 
RON SAYER, 
Salt Spring 

No-soul island 
We would like to express our 

complete support for the position 
taken by the Islands Trust on vaca
tion rentals. 

Those engaging in this illegal 
activity would like all of us to 
believe that the Trust is being pres
sured by a few B&B owners who 
are worried about business compe
tition. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. This issue of vaca
tion rentals and non-resident (pri
marily American) ownership of 
property, is the defining issue for 
this island, - even beyond the 
question of incorporation. 

Everywhere this practice is per-

Jim Leslie 
Seeing as I'm a renter who is 
being turfed, I think it sucks. 
But if there was adequate 
housing for islanders, I think it 
would be great. 

mitted, it has led to an eventual 
decimation of the community and 
an exodus of Canadians who are 
taxed out of their homes by rapidly 
escalating land values. Just ask 
those who have been forced out of 
Whistler (where two-thirds of the 
single family homes are now 
American owned), Prince Edward 
Island, Nova Scotia's south shore, 
the Thousand Islands in Ontario, 
etc. And what have these non-resi
dents contributed in return to these 
communities? With a few notable 
exceptions, precious little. 

While the illegal short-term 
rental of housing on this island by 
Canadians is upsetting, it is partic
ularly galling when it is practised 
by non-residents who don't pay for 
medicare or pay' the high rates of 
Canadian income tax. 

Don't tell me they are carrying 
their fair share. If they were, they 
would live here as landed immi
grants. 

If we do not support the Trust, 
whose members have a very clear 
understanding of the long-term 
implications of this practice, then 
the future is clear: a lovely island 
with no life, no soul and no 
Canadians. 
BEV and TERRY BOLTON, 
Miles Avenue 

Baaaaad! 
Would you personally thank 

Dennis Parker for me for the May 1 
cartoon Sheep for Brains? 

It was perfectly baaaaaaaaad! 
And we all know bad is sooooooo 
good! 
CHERIE GEAUVREAU, 
Lawnhill Drive 

Arrogant 
As a couple who has just pur

chased property we are horrified 
that vacation rentals are going to be 
shut down. 

Like the writer of last week's 
View Point article we cannot afford 
to build and live on Salt Spring 
unless we rent out our house during 
the summer for at least five years. I 
think it is arrogant of those intent 
on shutting down such rentals to 
assume that everyone who does so 
is wealthy. 

Has anyone ever asked the rental 
property owners why they are rent
ing? 

Do the authorities really think 
we are going to build housing to 
subsidize low-income renters? If 
so, I believe they are extremely 
naive and out of touch with reality. 

We are not in this for business 
purposes. It is not our first desire to 
rent out our home. It is an econom
ic necessity. 

The present plan is regressive 
rather than progressive! Talk about 
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Sharon Sorrell 
l can understand them wanting 
to regulate it but I think it's up 
to the owners of the house to 
decide what they want to do. 
It's not one of those black and 
white things. 

shooting your collective selves in 
the feet! As the author pointed out, 
Salt Spring's economy is driven by 
tourism. Without it there won't be 
any need for subsidized housing as 
the low-income jobs will disappear 
and then the workers will migrate 
to other locales . I agree with the 
View Point author - affordabl e 
housing should be a community 
effort such as through Habitat for 
Humanity. That makes far more 
sense than penalizing people who 
are looking for an economically 
viable way of financing their own 
move to Salt Spring. But maybe 
that is the whole intent - to self
ishly preserve the status quo and 
turn Salt Spring into a closed com
munity where only the elite rich 
who can afford to build without 
renting are welcome. 

Please withhold my name. I may 
still want to rent on the sly. I would 
prefer to do so openly because I am 
an honest person, but I guess I will 
be forced into the "underground." 
NAME WITHHELD BY 
REQUEST 

Consider costs 
Some of you may remember the 

last incorporation study, some 
won't. Many issues were raised by 
that independent committee but the 
most prominent concern was costs. 

How· would the roads, sewer, 
water, police and many other ser
vices be paid for? What would hap
pen to farm status·in a municipality 
opposed to a rural area? What 
would be the impact on property 
tax, school tax, park costs and 
other taxation? 

In an era when the provincial 
government is off loading many, 
many costs onto municipalities, 
when these governments are rais
ing taxes yearly (Vancouver will be 
.raising theirs by eight per cent in 
14 months), what would the real 
costs be to incorporate? 

Why are the estimates of costs 
not being publicized now? Who is 
circulating these estimates and on 
what basis? 

Do we want or need yet another 
layer of government and how will 
we pay for it? 
MAUREEN BENDICK, 
Welbury Point 

Editor's note: Cost estimates 
were released in the Salt Spring 
Island Restructure Study and four
page mail-out last November. 
Updated estimates by incorpora
tion consultant Tom Reid are set for 
release in the coming week. 
Another mail-out will soon be in 
island mailboxes. 

MORE LEITERS 8 
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One crumb 
"Feeding two birds with 

one crumb" is a more pleas
ant way of express in g a 
desire to accomplish_ several · 
thi ngs at once. T he old 
adage "killing several birds 
with one stone" tha t 
appeared in your paper and 
alarmed readers Anke 
Smeele and her granddaugh
ter Felice (May 1 letters) 
seemed a little barbaric. 

More letters 

With this new adage in 
mind, and still in the avian 
realm, all bird lovers are 
urged to write a letter to 
trustees Bev Byron and 
David Borrowman opposing 
the proposed commercial 
shellfish app lication to 
rezone the McFadden Creek 
outlet shoreline. It is 
presently afforded the high
est protection of shoreline 
zoning due to the rich mud 
flats, Salicornia marsh, 
creek channel and eel grass 
meadows which support 
over 30 species of water 
birds - including the 
endangered coastal great 
blue herons and black oys
tercatchers. 

A formal public hearing 
will be held on Wednesday, 
May 29 at 7 p.m. at the 
Baptist Church, 520 Lower 
Ganges Road . If you love 
birds, please try your best to 
be there. 

The black oystercatcher is 
the ''second bird" wishing to 
"be fed with one crumb." 
They are busy preparing 
their nests for the forthcom
ing breeding season - mid
April until mid-August. 
Hopefully they will succeed 
in raising a new crop of little 
black crow-like birds with 
very loud voices and bright 
red beaks. _ 

There are only three nest 
sites around Salt Spring and 
your cooperation in keeping 
a safe distance from their 
nests while kayaking and' 
beachcombing is much 
appreciated. They choose 
rocky islets and spits 
because there are fewer 
predators found there than 
on the mainland. Please 
remember to tell your sum
mer guests about these 
endangered birds and about 
the vulnerability of their 
nests, which are situated on 
the ground and are so well 
camouflaged that one could 
quite easily step on their 
eggs by mistake. 

Thank you for caring. 
NINA RAGINSKY, 
Coordinator, Waterbird 
Watch 

Newcomers 
W hen firs t I read last 

week's View Point by Mrs. 
McGi nn, I b lessed he r 
unawares. What a luci d 
explanatio n of my vague 
feelings of discontent wi th 
present-day life in the 
Burgoyne Valley. 

There are, I now realize, 
unfamiliar noises at a ll 
times of the day and night. 
Music of sheep bells and 
cow bells is no lo nger 
heard. There are prowlers, 
car crashers, protesters and 
even roosters whom I do 
not know. 

Let's face it, over 40 
years many newcome rs 
who act differently have 
arrived. They are not con
cerned with what the o ld 
families think. I do, howev
er, fi nd security in the pres
ence of well -established 
grow operators rather than 
having to deal with different 
deaie rs from off- islan d 
every week. 

Then I realized that her 
column was not an anti
social rant, but rather one 
crafted using satire and dry 
humour. Most refreshing in 
these trying times. 

Thank you, Mrs. 
McGinn, for showing me 
that I might yet wave the 
magic wand of conversation 
which turns a stranger into 
a friend. That I might 
answer as always the eter
nal question, "Do you ever 
get stung?" with the eternal 
answer: "Yes!" 

That I might continue to 
give tours of my barnyard 
apiary on my own property 
and of the orchard planted 
by my grand father Ted 
Akerman I 05 years ago. 
That I might continue to tell 
those who do not know 
what is and was. 

This is an important issue 
to we who call the island 
home. 

Thank you, Mrs. 
McGinn, for your subtle 
suggestion that we might 
really continue to welcome 
strangers and newcomers. 
This, in the days of long 
-ago, was our way of life. ~ 

NOW OPEN! 

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES 
SIDNEY 

Come in and explore 
the beauty of handicrafts 
from around the world. 

1 02 Garden Court 
2360 Beacon Avenue 
Sidney, BC 
(250) 655-0832 

-TEN THOUSAND 

VILLAGES® 

www.tenthousandvlllages.com 

Win a super prize during Subscriber Appreciation Month 
See the ad this week for details 

Did Robert Frost say, 
"Whose woods these are I 
do not know 

His vacation rental house 
is in the village though"? 

or did he write: "Good lat
tice works make good neigh
bours"? 
DAVE HARRIS, 
Fulford Harbour 

Compelling 
The writer of the May 

View Point makes a com
pelling case for maintaining 
the 30-day stay minimum 
rental allowed in homes. 

I agree. My wife and I 
vacation two to three weeks 
each year on Sal t Spring 
Island . Our home is in 

Houston, Texas. 
JIMWINN, 
Houston, Texas 

Treaty table 
I am encouraged to notice 

around the island a new level 
of disc uss ion about the 
rights and expectations of 
our aboriginal neighbours, 
stirred up by the referendum 
ballots we all rece ntly 
received. 

Some good, perhaps, aris
ing from a bad exercise; the 
eight referendum questions 
seem desig ned to promote 
hostility between groups and 
unde rmine the existing 
treaty process in various 
ways. 

Dr. Lise 5. Fraser'* 
Optometrist 

158A Fulford-Ganges Rd. 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
V8K 2T8 
•optometric Corporation 

Ph: 537-4356 
Fax: 537-4871 

Open Monday thru Thursday 

Men'sGWG® 
jeans 

So, what to do with your 
referendum ballot? If you 
are still uncertain (and you 
missed the talk at Lions Hall 
last night), help is available. 
Find the small information 
table labelled "Referendum 
Confusion?" at Saturday's 
Market in Ganges. They 
have clear information about 
the referendum and where to 
send your ballot to have it 
count in the active boycott. 
Information is also available 
by phoning 653-9482. 

It is important not to just 
throw out your ballot (or 
burn it in disgust!), but to 
get your opinion counted in 
a public way. 
BOB NATION, 
Salt Springers for Justice 
and Reconci liation 
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Take your ASP's 
to a new level. .. 
let's discuss upvesting. 
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MouAT's TRADING Co. LTD. 

Jane Mouat 

William Manson Mouat 

Kevin Bell 

celebrates 

For 95 years Mouat's has remained important to our customers 
because our employees keep the business fresh and alive by 
constantly trying new and interesting ideas. At 95 we think of 

ourself as a youngster with a lot of miles. 

Thank you to all our customers from all the folks at Mouat's! 

1 OAM - Ribbon cutting ceremony for Mouat's, The Housewares Store, 
coffee & donuts, 4'x8 ' cake decorating, Mr. & Mrs. Jellyroll -
clowning & balloons for the kids! 

llAM - Music-entertainment supplied by Treehouse Cafe 

2PM - Official cake cutting ... then cake for everyone! 

3PM ·_ Tom Toynbee & Kevin Bell reverse draw for major prizes. 

Gilbert James Mouat 

Gavin Colvin Mouat 
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Hours: 

Mouat's continues to expand with this special grand opening with 
their innovative Housewares store located in the basement of 
Mouat's Trading Co. We've gathered together all the basics you · 
should have tucked away in your kitchen, from items so obvious 
they're easy to overlook, to unusual possibilities that are fun to 
have on hand. Kitchenware is all the stuff that makes a house a 
home. Wendy, Kim and the knowledgeable HouseWares staff are 
ready to assist you with all your houseware needs . 

. e·~ 

s 
All three floors 

Thursday Friday Saturday 
May 9 May 10 May 11 

537-5551 
Mon.-Sat. 8:30am -5:30pm • Sunday 9am - 5:30pm www. mouatstradi ng .com 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 



11the other side of Mouat's'' 
' 

Mouat's expanded to include the Harbour Building, 
housing both the Mouat's Clothing. Co. and Old Salty Shop in the fall of 1988. 

1907 2002 

Celebration 

tore wide specia 

t 
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'Classy' people have treated store like their own 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN couldn't replace- we've tried," 
Staff Writer Bell laughed. 

With a distinguished history of Each with 12 years invested in 
95 years in local business, Mouat's the clothing department, Isles and 
Trading Company is hosting a fes- Paul left the business for a year in 
tive celebration May 9-11 with a 1999 but Mouat's wasn't able to 
focus on the people who've con- find replacements with the same 
tributed to make the personable skills and they both returned to the 
multi-faceted store such a success. job. 

"We've had lots of interesting Since their return to retail man-
characters working in the company agement, the two have worked a 
over the years," said general man- minimum of 10 hours a day, seven 
ager Kevin Bell. days a week for the last two years, 

Several staff members have Bell said. 
worked with the company for a "They don't want to see the busi-
decade or more and treat the busi- ness languish," he grinned. 
ness as if it were the ir own, he Bell also expressed admiration 
added. for Mary Lou Bompas, who man-

"Their best interest is always in ages the Old Salty gift and card 
the store." shop. 

During Bell 's past three years as Bompas holds a record for the 
general manager, he's been over- current employee with the longest 
whelmed by the high calibre of his stint in the company at 22 years, he 
colleagues. added. 

"These three stores have been "She must have come straight 
managed by some classy, skilled out of high school and she's still 
people," he said. full of beans," Bell said. 

First on Bell 's list was Ben Hardware manager Wendy 
Martens, who managed the hard- Newton is another dedicated work
ware department for 19 years er with high energy who has been 
before retiring in January this year. with Mouat's for 14 years, he said. 

"I have to think he's one of the "She's go-go-go; being. around 
better managers I've ever seen," her is like getting caught in a jet-
Bell said. stream." 

Though Martens is retired, he Bell noted that with Nywton now 
still volunteered to help plan this in charge of hardware and an 80 
year's celebration, Bell noted. per cent female staff, the whole 

"He didn ' t want to sever the con- ~ store is basically run by women. 
nection." "For a hardware store, that's 

Another set of dedicated man- remarkable." 
agers includes Barb Isles and Mary But given the store's history, a 
Paul of Mouat 's Clothing strong representation by women is 
Company. hardly surprising. 

"Barb and Mary are people you The original store was founded 

by local pioneer businesswoman 
Jane Mouat. 

And subsequent businesswomen 
left their marks upon the store by 
adding the successfu l Mouat's 
Clothing Ltd . (under Barbara 
Toynbee in the early 1970s) and 
Old Salty Shop (devised by 
Dorothy Brown in the late 1970s). 

Jane Mouat immigrated to 
Canada with her husband Thomas 
and two children in 1882 from 
Scotland's Shetland Islands. 

After a brief stay in Nanaimo, 
the Mouats moved to Salt Spring in 
1885 to escape the coal dust which 
aggravated Thomas' lung condi
tion. 

But Thomas died in 1898 while 
Jane was pregnant with their 11th 
child at age 39. 

Described by many as a strong, 
adventurous and generous woman, 
Jane also survived the loss of five 
of her children and lived until she 
reached the age of76 in 1935. 

Jane and her son Gilbert pur
chased the Malcolm and Purvis 
&tore (located where Glad's Ice 
Cream now stands) in 1907. 

And in 1909, Gilbert's older 
brother William joined the family 
business and they renamed the 
store Mouat Brothers. 

A "new" store was constructed at 
the current location in 1911 and the 
business grew to include hardware, 
groceries, feed grains, lumber and 
a host of other services. 

The Mouats even started a Ford 
dealership in 1912 and sold many 
cars ·over the next 30 years despite 
initial grumblings from a few 
islanders who thought vehicles 

should be kept off the island. 
"Jane believed in the importance 

of understanding contentious issues 
from all perspectives," said her 
great grand-daughter Nicola Bell. 

While petitions circulated 
around the island to ban vehicles, 
Jane Mouat felt she needed more 
information, Bell said. 

"She had no qualms about hop
ping into the passenger seat of one 
of the first cars to land on Salt 
Spring ... within view of some 
incensed friends and neighbours." 

Her son Gilbert was another 
local character who held strong 
political and business views. 

"Just about everybody on the 
island used to visit him for advice, 
help or just tc argue politics," said 
Gilbert's nephew Tom Toynbee. 

As a young man, Gilbert was left 
a paraplegic after a brush with 
polio but he managed the store -
from a wheelchair for over 30 
years until his sons Laurie and Mac 
took over the business in the 1940s. 

In the ensuing years, Laurie and 
Mac continued to run the store 
until a group comprised of several 
fellow Mouat family members 
(including a number of descendant 
Toynbees) bought the business in 
1969. 

Gilbert's older brother William, 
who ran office operations, contin
ued to monitor the business even 
when he was well over 90 years 
old, said Tom Toynbee. 

"He used to come up every 
month with two requests: 'Get the 
ferry terminal moved from Fulford 
Harbour to Isabella Point and put 
an escalator in the store,' he'd 

say." 
But Toynbee always told the 

venerable businessman both 
requests were impossible. 

"I told him I wouldn't put an 
escalator in for health reasons. 
'Look at you, you're as healthy as 
a horse,' I'd say." 

In his 30 years as general man
ager between 1971 and 2000, 
Toynbee also received significant 
attention for his stance on con
tentious issues. 

"The turbulent years of the 
'Sewer Wars' tended to polarize 
the island," he said. 

During his term as manager, 
Toynbee was firmly identified as a 
Ganges sewer supporter through 
25 years of debates and a good 
number of customers didn't agree 
with his position, he said. 

But Toynbee doesn't regret his 
decision to advocate for the waste 
management plan, finally com
pleted in 1986. 

"The new system is extremely 
good. It's something we should 
take pride in." 

As a member of the family 
group that purchased Mouat's in 
1969, Toynbee is also proud of the 
historic local business. 

"I don ' t think they ' ll ever get 
me away," he said. 

"What we wanted to do is occu
py a place in the hearts and minds 
of the people and I believe we've 
continued to make an important 
contribution to the island." 

Judging by the dedication exem
plified by Mouat's managers and 
staff, it seems they might have just 
met that goal. 

Uncommon, 
Unheard of, 

Unbelievable ... 

Happy 95th Anniversary CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR 

Happy 95th! 
Uncommon Toys! 

CWest of the. ~on 

~ 

105 Purvis Lane 537·1966 
www. westmoonkids.com 

Mouat's Trading Co. Ltd. 

from an upstart 

celebrating 10 years, 

to a true pioneer 

of the islands 

0 
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FROM DOUG & DIANA 
"Your neighbours on the action corner" 

FREE PARKING • 537-8999 • GRACE PT. SQUARE 

95rH ANNIVERSARY ~ 

"From your much younger neighbours next door!" 

Fresh is what we're famous for!™ 537·1522 

Happy 
Anniversary! 

from everyone at 

SALT SPRING 
REALTY 

"Serving Salt Spring and 
the Gulf Islands since 1928" 
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Village help 
Three weeks ago in the 

Driftwood, I made a desperate 
public plea to our island vil
lage for help in raising an at
risk child with nowhere left to 
tum. I now thank you. 

Your individual responses, 
your sensitive generosity, 
touched me deeply. Even 
those messages to which I 
was unable to reply personally 
were valuable in the process 
of sorting out my son's cause. 

Gracious thanks in particu
lar to those islanders who 
chose to pick up the heavy 
envelope dropped by 
Campbell's government and 
who offered fresh and effec
tive avenues of help to a dis
tressed child and his family. 
Most noteworthy are those 
folks who are working beyond 
protocol to make meaningful 
shifts from within the system. 
I am particularly grateful for 
that behind-the-scenes help 
from "off duty" middle school 
staff, and for the creative staff 
and organic learning environ
ment offered by our Phoenix 
Alternative High School. 

Salt Spring Island is now, 
more than ever, a community 
by choice . Good people 
choose to live here. Just look 
at the rich genetic stock back
ing our village children. 
Biology has nothing to do 
with it. Intention, heart and 
responsibility do. 

In the two weeks that fol
lowed the printing of my "Can 
our village help raise its child" 
plea, I've seen our village acti
vate its intent, combining 
efforts to help raise its own in 
creative, loving ways. And 
while some of our children 
will grow to transfer that ener
gy and effect even greater 
changes on a global scale, 
there is no doubt in my mind 
that regardless of whether or 
not our village children "suc
ceed" as individuals, this 
strong and forgiving commu
nity will have the compassion 
to love them all equally. 

Offers of support from my 
child's village continue to 
arrive daily. I look forward 
now to a time of less grief and 
more hope for this and other 
child victims of the system. I 
believe that most consciously 
responsible adults now living 
on Salt Spring were raised 
during a time of heightened 
social responsibility that puts 
our current government to 
shame. Under current condi
tions how can we possibly 
expect to nurture tomorrow's 
healthy, capable and socially 
responsible adults? 

Discreet villagers who 
asked to donate care and pro
gram funding anonymously 

TRINCOMALI 
TRANSPORT CO. 

(250) 360·7426 
MCC 
PROPANE 

to youfwaterfront home. 
Fuel & building s_upplies • 

of all types. 
Fully certified & insured 

More letters include the rental fee. If we 
could not rent a house, we 
would find another communi
ty in which to spend our 
money. are now able to make contri

butions to this community 
parenting project through the 
Village Child Trust Fund at 
Island Savings Credit-Union 
(visit www.websitemanage
ment.ca/villagechild) where a 
team of select, strong-minded 
island problem-solvers is now 
rallying tQ help not only my 
child, but those who may next 
suffer the damaging effects of 
a fraying and dangerously 
unreliable social safety net. 
Donations will be applied 
toward those physical and 
mental health care expenses, 
special needs education 
requirements and related ser
vices to at-risk children in our 
community which are no 
longer supported by govern
ment. 

Again, thank you. Merci. 
HELENE MEURER, 
Salt Spring 

Oils of war 
Even if it was just more 

incompetence, as an obedient 
ally of the U.S. in its 
AfghanistaJ:l war we shouldn't 
protest too loudly when a 
smart bomb or two (such a 
wonderful oxymoron!) goes 
astray and kills some of our 
people. 

But when the spoils of war 
(or maybe that should be "oils 
of war") start to flow from the 
Caspian Basin, will Canada 
get a share? 
BRIAN SMALLSHAW, 
Bay Ridge Place 

Choice 
I personally would like to 

say that I am delighted with 
the possibility of knowing 
which businesses are paying a 
decent wage to their employ- · 
ees. 

I like the idea that a sticker 
in the window will give me 
that information and then I 
can make an informed choice 
as a consumer. 

I know that the youth of our 
community have a lot of tal
ents and skills. They are bright 
and motivated and deserve to 
be paid more than $6 per hour. 
For those young people trying 
to save to go on to college or 
university, they need a decent 
wage in their part-time and 
summer employment. Many 
of our service workers, both 
adult and youth, may now 
experience lower-paying jobs 
as a result of the new legisla
tion. This is a regressive 
labour practice bordering on · 
creating a pool of slave labour. 

I want to support businesses 
which value their employees 
and pay them a living wage. 

-

As consumers we get to walk 
our talk regardless of regres
sive labour practices. 

I look forward to seeing 
those stickers in business win
dows and maybe even a small 
logo in their advertising. This 
will help me to decide where I 
want to do business. This 
informed choice is democracy 
in action. 
LYNDA LAUSHWAY, 
Upper Ganges Road 

Allow visits 
We are one of those 

"awful" families that rent a 
home for a week each year in 
Salt Spring. 

We didn't know that we 
were so offensive. (Driftwood 
May 1 View Point.) The three 
different houses we rented 
were very secluded, and I 
never even saw a neighbour. 
The people we did meet in 
the community were extreme
.ly nice. The only disturbance 
we encountered on our stay 
was a group of local teenagers 
partying down our dirt road. 

We come to Salt Spring 
because it is so peaceful. We 
rent a house because we don't 
want an innkeeper "supervis
ing" us. During our week on 
Salt Spring, we spend about 
$1,000 in your stores and 
restaurants. This does not 

If there are 300 rentals right 
now, and each family spends 
$500 for the week, I believe 
that you would be missing 
$150,000 a week from your 
local economy during the 
peak of the summer. Once 
again, this does not include 
the rental fee. 

You say that we can stay at 
the B&Bs and the resorts, but 
most of these places do not 
take children. They are also 
booked for the summer, leav
ing families with few options. 
A one-month stay is also not 
an option, not only because 
we could not afford it, but 
British Columbia has many 
other places we want to 
explore. Besides, who can 
take a month-long vacation? 
Not us. 

Please allow the weekly 
rentals . We truly love Salt 
Spring. We would miss our 
visits. We would miss the 
people. If we should ask you 
for help or information, 
please excuse us, as most 
islanders are more than happy 
to help us out. And we 
promise, the only thing we 
will leave behind is our 
money. 
MICHELLE 
MCGONIGAL, 
Miami, Florida 

KEEPING THE WHEELS OF SALTSPRING TURNING SINCE 1975 
• Designated inspection facility • Diesel repairs 
• Licensed mechanics • ALL makes & models -• Praxair Depot 

Blaine Johnson • Robin Wood 
181 A BEDDIS ROAD, SSI BC V8K 2J2 

, STOCKS & 
ER SHOP 

Ave. 537·8842 

VVt:LJI ... t:~L.II-\1 1 lVII""\ I 0 1 LVVL - ..... _. 

PAUL B. JOYCE 
Barrister & Se:iicitor 

•ICBC & PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS 
•WILL & ESTATES 

•OTHER LEGAL SERVICES 

265 Don Ore Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. Y8K 2H5 

Tel: 537-4413 Fax: 537-5120 

~~Tree House Cafe 

¥eve,dt!Q~ 

Tom 
Hooper 
'XG<apesof 

:Solo-Mlst fradfion<j, llam-llpm 
and Gordonel' Fldd~. Ehr 

Evenings: 7:30-10:30 • Afternoons: 1:30-4:30 • OPEN STAGE: 7pm -11pm 

I TIM DUKE 

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 

• In-floor Heating 

• Hot Water Tanks 

• Well Pumps 

• Water Treatments 

214 Kings Lane, Salt Spring Island 

Phone: 537-8887 
Pager:.537-8108 

James Buchanan 
SALES & LEASING 
1-800-819-4331 

r 
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An arygry market vendor 
lambasted the Salt Spring 
Parks, Arts and Recreation 
Com miss ion (PARC) for 
lacklustre park maintenance 
and shoddy book-keeping at 
an April 29 meeting. 

Beatty vents park garbage beefs Artists in the School s pro
gram. 

In supporting the class
room-based visiting arti st 
program, Russell noted the 
high calibre of art evident 
within a broad age-range of 
island students. "The market monitor is 

responsible for keepi ng 
things clean and tidy at 
Centennial Park. This 
week, I went back after the 
market was closed a nd 
there was garbage all over 
the place ," said vendor 
Wendy Beatty. 

Even though vendors and 
customers made an effort to 
dispose of market refuse, 
cans were left overflowing 
and garbage spilled arou nd 
bins, she said. 

"In exchange for vending 
fees, the M arket Vendors 
Associati on has only two 
requests: that garbage be 
picked up and that bath
rooms be clean . As you can 
see, this is clearly not the 
case." 

Beatty also grilled com
missioners about accurate 
PARC expenditure figures 
and demanded a copy of the 
budget. 

She noted PARC had been 
involved in running the mar
ket fo r nin e years and 
should be accountable. 

PU, white 

$5995°0 

1994 MAZDA 
EXT CAB 
PU, white 

$11,900°0 

1998 SUBARU 
FORESTER 
4 dr., 4x4, 
5 spd, white 

$19,900°0 

1992 GMC 
JIMMY 
4x4, blue/green 

$8995°0 

1994 SUZUKI 
SIDEKICK 
Spring special 

$7995°0 

1998 ACURA 
INTEGRA RS 55 
2 dr., white 

$18,900°0 

1993 ACURA 
INTEGRA 
4 dr, auto, white 

$11,900°0 

" You promised to get 
[budget figures] to me after 
last month's meet ing and 
I've still received nothing." 

PARC chair Bill Curtin 
informed Beatty that the 
annual budget wc;mld not be 
public information until it 
had been received by the 
commission later in the 
meeting. 

However, when the finan
cial report _was subsequently 
distributed to commission
ers, Capital Regio nal 
Dis trict director Ke l lie 
Booth identified errors in 
the document and declared 
it " in accurate a nd out of 
date." 

Th e budge t was the n 
tabled until the May meet
ing in order to amend the 
report. 

Booth later said the inac
curacies were in an outdated 
PARC organizational 
overview attached to the 
budget. 

In other PARC news: 
• PARC declined a request 

from the Market Vendors 
Association to pay an $87 
non-profit society member
ship fee to join the Chamber 

PARC 
BRIEFS 

of Commerce that would 
enable vendors to apply for 
medical insurance and bene
fits. 

"We would require a for
mal request in writing and 
the legal status of the group 
must be determined," Curtin 
said. 

He noted that the vendors 

group has not yet been offi
cially recognized as a non
profit society. 

• Port lock Park will 
receive improved signage 
after commissioners passed 
a motion to order a new 
exterior bulletin board and 
detachable Pool Open/Pool 
Closed signs for the park. 

Commissioners approved 
a $3,000 expenditure to 
order a board for the front of 
the park office covered in 
·non-breakable material. 

T hey also ap proved a 
motion to add open/closed 
signs to the existing chalk
board. 

"They could boost atten
dance and revenue for 
PARC in the summer by 
notifying visitors that a pool 
exists on the island," said 
commissioner S usan 
Russell. 

• PARC approved a 
$3 ,000 Community Arts 
Council (CAC) request to 
continue funding for the 

"We had a target for sup
porting arts in the commu
nity . . . I don't think 
that's changed," Curtin 
observed. 

Combined with $2,300 
provided by the CAC, 
PARC funds will give the 
CAC leverage to apply for 
additional funding from the 
province, he said. 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO VOLUNTEER AS A SCRUTINEER 
AND VOTER'S LIST 

INCORPORATION OF SALTSPRING ISLAND AS A MUNICIPALITY 

Take Notice that pursuant to a Directive of the Minister of Community, Aboriginal and Women's Services 
under the provisions of the Local Government Act Other Voting shall be held on Saturday the twenty second 
(22nd) day of June 2002 for the purpose of submitting the question of incorporating Saltspring Island as 
a municipality. 

Qualified electors of Saltspring Island will be asked to vote on the following question: 

"Are you in favour of the incorporation of a Saltspring Island municipality?" 
YES NO _ __ _ 

SCRUTINEERS 
Applications to act as scrutineers for ONE organization for and ONE organization against the proposed 
incorporation of Saltspt ing Island shall be received at the offices of the Chief Election Officer at 223 3969 
Shelbourne Street, Victoria, B.C or by delivering the applications to Ms. Carole Gear, Deputy Ch ief Election 
Officer at Lawnhill Drive, Saltspring Island, B.C. (Please arrange a time of delivery by phoning (250) 472 0059 
or (250) 537 9255, between the hours of 8:30A.M. to 4:30P.M. from Wednesday, May 22nd, 2002 until 
Friday, May 31st, 2002. (Note; The position of a scrutineer is a voluntary one to which a person is 
nominated by an organization that is for or against a particular issue and is not a paid position. Wh ile 
provision has been made in the Local Government Act for the appointment of scrutineers appointment of 
persons to this position is not mandatory.) 

Application forms are available at 223 3969 Shelbourne Street from the Chief Election Officer by Phoning 
(250) 472 0059 or the Deputy Chief Election Officer by phoning (250) 537 9255. 

LIST OF REGISTERED ELECTORS 
Beginning Wednesday, May 8th, 2002 until Friday, June 7th, 2002 a copy of the List of Registered Electors 
for the Saltspring Island Electoral Area will be available, upon signature, for public inspection at the 
Building Inspection Offices of the Capital Regional District, 206-118 Fulford-Ganges Road, Saltspring 
Island, B.C. 

VOTER REGISTRATION 
The List of Electors that will be used for this vote is the List prepared by the Capital Regional District for 
the Saltspring Island Electoral Area and if you do not reside, or own property as a non resident 
elector on Saltspring Island that has been designated for Other Voting you are not entitled to vote 
on the proposal to incorporate Saltspring Island as a municipality or act as a scrutineer. If you are 
not on the Voter's List there will be no provision for Advance Registration but you may register on Voting 
Day as a Resident Elector or as a Non Resident Property Elector providing you have your Non Resident 
Certificate issued by the Capital Regional District or you bring full documentation to support issuance of a 
Certificate on Voting Day. 

Resident Elector: You are entitled to vote as a Resident Elector if you are 18 years or older on voting day 
(June 22, 2002), are a Canadian Citizen , have resided in British Columbia for six months or more and for 
thirty days or more within the proposed incorporation area of Saltspring Island as a municipality. 

Non-Resident Property Elector: You are entitled to vote as a Non Resident Property Elector If you are 18 
years_or older on voting day (June 22, 2002), are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British _Columbia for 
six months or more, have owned and for thirty days or more you have held registered title to property within 
the boundaries of the proposed incorporation area of Saltspring Island as a municipality, do not qualify as 
a Resident Elector, have registered as a Non- Resident Property Elector before Voting Day or have 
applied for and received a Certificate issued by the Capital Regional District Offices or you are issued a 
Certificate at the Voting Place. 

PLEASE NOTE. 

(1) Only one Non-Resident Property Elector may vote per property, regardless of how many owners there 
may be. 

(2) It you are already registered as a Non-Resident Property Elector (i.e. your name appears on the List 
of Registered Electors annotated with a" P"), and provided that you still meet all requirements of the 
Local Government Act in order to be registered under this category, you are not required to re-register 
or apply for a certificate in order to vote. 

For questions regarding registering as a Resident or Non-Resident Property Elector call the Chief Election 
Officer at (250) 472 0059 or the Deputy Chief Election Officer at (250) 537 9255. 

Dated at Victoria, B.C. 
this 1st day of May 2002 

Thomas F. Moore 
Chief Election Officer 
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BUSY WORK BEE: Michael Curtis gets down 
and dirty clearing unwanted greenery from the gar
den area at Mahon Hall. Curtis was among those 
who turned out for a "spruce up" day at the her
itage hall on Sunday. PhotobyDerricklundy 

NEWS BEAT 

Economic focus 
in CED project 

Seeking ways to create and develop a sustainable econom
ic environment for all Salt Spring Islanders is the goal ' of the 
newly formed Community Economic Development (CED) 
Project. 

The project plans to implement initiatives developed by 
the Economic Growth for a Sustainable Salt Spring 
Committee and to address recommendations of the 
Economic Profile of Salt Spring report completed in 
2000. 

This year-long project, a partnership of the Community 
Services Society and the local Chamber of Commerce, is 
funded by Human Resources Development Canada. 

Planned activities are promoting a "buy local" campaign, 
creating a community investment fund and offering services 
such as workshops and information to self-employed 
islanders and small business owners. 

Depending on the demand , training and information 
offered could cover website development, e-commerce and 
internet marketing, linking complementary businesses, 
sources of financing, value-added products, regulatory 
issues, marketing and government programs. 

People with an interest in those areas or desiring other 
workshops or information should drop by the CED Project at 
the Chamber office Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Talk with project staff members Greg Watson, Penn George 
or Brian Barstead. 

The project can be reached at 537-4219 or through ced
project@saltspring.com. Or check it out on the internet at: 
· http:/ /saltspring.gulfislands.com/cedproject 

B.urning permits needed · 
Salt Spring Fire Department will issue permits for open 

burning only until May 15, said firefighter Arjuna George. 
After May 15, the department will assess conditions on a 

week-to-week basis for open burning until a total July 1 ban, 
he said. 
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ANY COMPUTER 
•.. repair ... consult 

... teach ... sell 

tcolfins@uniserve.com 

Income Tax 
CANADIAN & AMERICAN 

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARATION 

James T. Fogarty 
TAX ACCOUNTANT 

653-4692 
by appointment 

Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ltd. 

Firefighter: 'above and beyond' conduct BRINKWORTHY 
Lieutenant Dale Lundy 

was the first recipient of the 
new "Above and Beyond 
Award" for meritorious con-

. duct when Salt Spring's vol
unteer firefighters held their 
annual appreciation dinner 
at Meaden Hall May 4. 

Lundy received the award 
for his impressive perfor
mance at a medical emer
gency call on Tripp Road 
August 19, 2001, said Salt 
Spring Fire Chief Dave 
Enfield. 

First on the scene, Lundy 
offered medical attention to 
a young girl who had suf
fered massive blood loss 
from a severed femoral 
artery after she had run 
through a sliding glass door. 

In addition to treating the 

Anesthetic 
machine 
now at 
hospital 

A new, "state-of-the-art" 
piece of medical equipment 
will improve operating room 
procedures at Lady Minto 
Hospital on Salt Spring. 

With a recent donation of 
$130,393 from the Lady 
Minto Gulf Islands Hospital 
Foundation, the hospital has 
purchased a new anesthetic 
machine_ 

"The anesthetic machine 
plays a vital role in the oper
ating room," notes a hospital 
press release. 

The machine is now stan
dard equipment throughout 
the Vancouver Island Health 
Authority region, and 
biomedical technologists 
from the region will be pro
viding ongoing maintenance 
and servicing. 

girl's wounds, Lundy was 
faced with the challenge of 
a language barrier as he 
attempted to collect infor
mation about the accident 
from the girl's French-
speaking fami ly. ' 

By the time other units 
arrived, Lundy had stabi
lized the situation, stemmed 
blood loss and gathered 
necessary medical informa
tion. 

After the incident, the 
girl's father told Enfield he 
was very impressed by the 
way Lundy was able to 
restore calm within such a 
short time and treat his 
daughter with limited 
equipment. 

Other awards at the 
appreciation dinner 

Saturday included the Fire 
Fighter of the Year Award to 
16-year veteran Captain Jim 
Buckley. 

Several local firefighters 
also received long service 
medals. 

Chief Enfield and Deputy 
Chief Dan Akerman each 
received a service bar on 
behalf of Governor General 
Adrienne Clarkson for 30 
years service to the safety 
of Canadian people. 

Assistant Chief Erling 
Jorgensen collected a medal 
from the B.C. government 
for 25 years of service. 

Captain Russ Murcheson 
received a medal from the 
Governor General for 20 
years' service. 

And Captain Kerry 

Akerman received an award 
for 20 years ' service from 
local fire trustees. He plans 
to retire and move off-island 
shortly, Enfield said. 

Soon to be promoted to 
Captain, Bruce Patterson 
also collected a 15-year ser
vice award. Patterson will 
receive captaincy this week 
upon Kerry Akerman's 
retirement, Enfield noted. 

Lieutenants Irwin, Lundy 
and Tony Head each 
received I 0-year service 
awards. 

And five-year service 
awards were presented to 
firefighters Pat Beattie, 
Brian Hartley, Jamie 
Holmes , Rick Kilbourn, 
Rob Minvielle and Stan 
Mulder. 

This 1975 home, 1 ,450 sq. ft. on one level, has been renovated 
with new w/w carpet, linoleum, kitchen counters, stove, outside 
paint and new deck covers. There are 3 bedrooms and 2 bath
rooms in unit as well as an indoor hot tub room. 

$89,000 

MYLES WILSON 
537·7200 • 1·877·537·7200 
-IIIIIIIIIIIIIPIIUII s Its . R It 
ROYAL LEPAGE a pnng ea Y 
-lnnnnmniHIIII email: mwilson@saltspring.com 

Discover Sidnry~s Best 
Full Service Retirement Lifes!Jle 

For over IO years, Amica at Beechwood Village, has 

been the retirement community of 

• Fine'Dining 

• full Social &: Recreation Programs 

• Weekly Housekeeping 

• On Site Emergen9' 

• Scheduled Bus Trips and 0 

~\~ 
~~ 

AM 1 C A 
at Beechwood Viii 

-. 



A16 • WEDNESDAY. MAY 8, 2002 NEWS BEAT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

You always know when 
the Canadian ooet S 

WINNING NUMBERS 
FOR SATURDAY MAY 4, 2002 

15,23,38,39,44,49 
Bonus 18 

PICK A WINNER! 
AT SAUNDERS) 

••••••••••••••••••• 

1998 GMC Jimmy 
Slone owner 
•••••••••• $21 ,900. 

1997 Suzuki Sidekick 
4 door, only 50,000 km 
•••••••••• $12,900. 

1996 Ford Windstar 
only 65,000 km 
•••••••••• $13,900. 

1994 Chev. Lumina 
7 pass. van • 
• • • • • • • • • • • $8,995. 

SAUNDERS SUBARU 
1-888-898-9911 D l5932 

1784 Island Hwy 
www. Victoriacar .com 

Does colour matter? Of cars it does! 
Broadcasting ___ family of car colours - be rich. Like the friend of Phil 
C om pan y WIT & champagne, gold and lighter Silvers, the TV comedian. It 
con c 1 u de d ·shades of brown. They make bugged this rich guy that he 
that we up about 15 percent of all could never figure out an 
choose our 'W.l-Illv1SY vehicles purchased last year original gift to give Silvers-
car colou_rs as WITH A RTHUR BLACK and the year before that. the guy had everything 
a clear signal The colour of my car? I already. 
to other th b . h h . was afraid you'd ask. It's a One Friday, Silvers arrived 
moton.sts at n ngs out t e psyc ouc bl d d bo . . . f h. f. d' ' II d · · f 11 t II M ' d an an nng vanatiOn o at IS nen s v1 a to spen 

h
. m e ow rave ers. m . 

A w Ite car, the experts 'II 1 b . beige- and yes I actually the weekend. 
. d ' d. I f you, you a so e a pnme ' s· . 

say, m 1cates a ~stant, a oo target for any cop with a chose it. Not because I l~ked As Jlvers d~ove up- m a 
demeano~:· while Ty~e-A radar gun. The shrinks say the shade, b~t because I.hked ~oll.s ~oyce S1lver Cloud-
personaht1es gravitate that people who drive red the other options less. I hke to m~p1rauon s~c~: . . . 
towards black. cars like to put the pedal to delude myself that one of Sounds hke Its Idling a ht-

You want to be a magnet the metal. these days I'll buy a half tie rough," the friend said to 
for :oad rag~rs? Get yourself Traffic control officers say, dozen cans of Day-Glo spray Silvers. 
a ftre-engtne red buggy. "We've noticed." paint and customize the crate. "You're not going to need it 
There's something about red Then there's the neutral Of course, it would help to all weekend. Let me have my 

(9 
ISLAND 

SAVINGS 

COASTAL 
CoMMUNITY 

Dear Island Communities: 

We are very pleased to share with you the news that Island Savings Credtt Union and Coastal 

Community Credit Union have entered into negotiations to explore merging the two companies. 

The Boards of both credtt unions. whose head offices are located in Duncan and Nanaimo 

respectively. have agreed, in principle. to bring their organizations together and create the largest 

mechanic tune it up for you." 
The host then had the car 

(un beknownst to Silvers) 
whisked off to a deluxe auto 
repair shop, where a specially 
hired crew worked around the 
clock to tear out the interior 
of the car and replace it with a 
customized bar, a colour tele
vision set and a state of the art 
stereo system. The Rolls was 
delivered back to the estate 
just before Silvers was to 
leave Monday morning . 

E~corting him to the car, 
the host murmured, "Before 
you start out, Phil, maybe you 
should check everything out 
to make sure it's in shape." 

"Oh, that doesn't matter," 
said Silvers. "It's only a 
rental." 

Vancouver Island based credit union. 

This merger would be an important step to ensuring the economic well-being of our communities. 

N; a larger and stronger organization we will continue to create employmen~ support local suppliers 

and businesses, and contribute to community projects and charities. 

Our decision to enter into theSe talks reflects our common goal to build a stronger credit union 

that will continue to provide excellent personal service and contribute economically and socially 

to our communities. 

The merger would create a billion-dollar credit union and serve so per cent of the Island's 

population, allowing members to conduct their financial transactions at any one of 17 branches and 

15 insurance offices from Victoria to Qualicum, including Gabriola and Salt Spring Islands. N; the 

trade areas of the twO organizations complement each other and do not overlap. all branches will 

remain open. 

Both organizations are confident there will be significant benefit to members. employees and 

communities of both credit unions should this merger take place. For more infonnation regarding 

the merger. please stoP by or call any branch of Island Savings or Coastal Community Credtt Union . 

Sincerely, 

~ v1 tL'td'lr»J-
Pamela Marchant 
Chief Executive Officer 
Island Savings Credit Union 
(250) 748-4728 

RA (Bob) Bennie 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Coastal Community Credit Union 

(250) 741-3200 

~ 



Locals 
tackle 
big run 

At least two Salt Spring 
men joined a throng of run
ners in Vancouver last 
Sunday, stretching their 
muscles and endurance in an 
annual marathon. 

Salt Spring's Ben Cooper 
placed 38th out of about 
4,000 runners in the 
Vancouver Marathon, with a 
time of two hours and 56 
minutes. 

Rick Laing took the 241st 
spot in three hours and 20 
minutes - a time he 
described as "not too bad for 
an old guy." 

The 42.2-kilometre event 
was wori for the third time 
by Uli Steidle, who fin ished 
close to I 0 minutes ahead of 
the number two competitor 
and set an event record with 
a time of two hours and 17 
mi;mtes. 

Salt Spring 's Juliette 
Laing competed in one of 
three coinciding events, 
placing second in her age 
category in an eight-kilome
tre run. She ran the course in 
47 minutes . 

In total, more than 10,000 
people participated in one of 
four runs, including the 
marathon, a half-marathon, 
the eight-K event and a 
kids' race. 

Laing said the marathon 
took competitors on a scenic 
route around Vancouver, 
starting and finishing at the 
Plaza of Nations. Hail and 
rain added some "elemental 
colour" to the event. 

Hoopster 
• • 
JUlllOfS 

take two 
Salt Spring junior boys 

netted two victories on the 
basketball courts last week 
with games against Mill Bay 
and Shawnigan Lake teams. 

The islanders trounced 
students from Frances 
Kelsey Secondary School 
with a 65-59 win after a 77-
47 loss in their last meeting. 

The local basketball team 
went on to take out 
Shawnigan Lake School in a 
tightly contested 75-74 vic
tory. 

"Good shooting from 
Brian Hunsberger and Ryan 
O'Donnell helped the win," 
said team manager Richard 
Hannah. 

The Salt Spring commu
nity team was scheduled to 
play two Cowichan 
Secondary School teams 
Tuesday. (Results were not 
available at press time.) 
They have two weeks left in 
the season before May 21. 

While unable to attend the 
B .C . Summer Games this 
year due to booking difficul
ties, the islanders hope to 
make an appearance at the 
games next year, Hannah 
said. 
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UP AND AWAY: A skateboarder shows skill and 
technique as he flies over a jump at the Salt Spring 
skate park, which recently received an upgrade 
from young. skateboarding enthusiasts. 
Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Q BC FERRIES Schedule 
Salt Spring Island 
VESUVIUS BAY- CROFTON 
CROSSING TIME: 20 MINUTES 
YEAR-ROUND SCHEDULE 

LEAVE VESUVIUS BAY LEAVE CROFTON 
• 7:00am u 4:00pm *7:30am 4:30pm 
x 8:00am 5:00pm 8:30am 5:30pm 

9:00am 6:00pm #9:30am 6:30pm 
10:00 am 7:00pm 11:00am 8:00pm 
11:30 am 8:30pm 12:00 noon 9:00pm 

n 12:30 pm 9:30pm 1:00pm 10:00 pm 
1:30pm +10:30 pm 2:15pm +11:00 pm 
3:00pm 3:30pm 

u Wed. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailing. No passengers. 
n The Mon. & Thurs. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings. No passengers. 

·'Mon. Wed. & Thurs. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings No passengers. 
• Dally except Saturdays. 'Daily except Saturdays & Sundays +Saturdays only. x Daily except Sundays. 

1998 Ford 
Explorer 
Sport 4x4 
V-6, auto, AC, 
AMIFM/CD, PW, POL, 
Chrome Wheels, Many Extras $18,995 

~ISCOVE~ CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR YOUR 
~ ltelifeQ NEXT NEW OR USED VEHICLE! 

It's Subscriber Appreciation Month! 

See the ad this week for details 

Bam tour 
set to aid 
pony club 
workshop 

Islanders are encouraged 
to "don their rubbers" and 
head on out to the barn in a 
pony club fundraiser set for 
May 19. 

The Salt Spring Island 
' Pony Club is hosting a barn 

tour which will take partici
pants to six island farms. 

Tickets can be purchased 
for $10 per person at the 
Saturday market during the 
club's bake sale May 18 
(from 8 a.m. to noon) or in 
the same location the fol
lowing day from I 0 a.m. to 
I p.m. 

A map locating participat
ing barns will be provided 
upon purchase of the ticket. 

The club is raising money 
for a cross-country jumping 
clinic. Funds will help pay 
for construction of jumps 
and the cost of an instructor. 
A club press release says 
cross-country jumps are 
specifically designed to look 
like natural, immovable 
obstacles encountered on 

· riding trails. 
Further information can 

be obtained from Violet 
Reynolds at 538-0377. 
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Meinbership limit baffles tennis club 
Salt Spring Tennis 

Association (SSTA) members 
are puzzled by Park, Arts and 
Recreation Commission 
(PARC) concerns over finaliz
ing their licence of occupation 
agreement. 

An SSTA delegation 
attended the April 29 PARC 
meeting to advocate increased 
club membership and answer 
questions about proposed 
changes to the agreement. 

''Anyone who wants to join 
the tennis association should 
have the right," said Tennis 
Bubble Group chair Ron 
Miville. 

The SSTA suggested a limit 
of 200 members in order to 
free the club from turning 
down islanders who wish to 
play tennis, he said. 

But PARC would only 
agree to a maximum of !50 
members. 

"We're concerned that if 
their membership became too 
large, there would be no room 
for non-members to play," 
said PARC chair Bill Curtin in 
a later interview. 

The PARC restriction left 
tennis players baffled. 

"Anyone who wants to play 
regularly is part of the club," 
said SSTA president Allan 
Bruce. 

According to SSTA figures, 
the tennis bubble operated at 
60 per cent utilization with 60 
members in its first year and 
at 67 per cent utilization with 
130 members this year. 

"In actual fact, public non
SSTA use of the bubble is 
only one or two per cent," 
Bruce said. 

SSTA membership is open 
to anyone for a nominal $20 

TUESDAYS 
20¢ WING NIGHT 

(12 flavours) 

RK Name G 

1.Jim Goldie 35 
2.Kathy Mara 33 

3.Cam Johnson 30 
4.Lorne Bunyan 33 

5.Jordan Morrison 34 
6.Jared McGuire 33 

?.John McGuire 34 
8.Scott Howe 35 

9.James Field' 33 

10.Norma Newton 30 

11 .Anthony McGuire 37 
12.Ryan Bunyan 37 

13.Liam Johnson 32 

14.Shirley Bunyan 37 

15.William Nemeth 37 

16.Sue King 32 

17.Mike Berni 32 
18.Scott McNutt 37 

19.Marilyn Field 33 
20.Robbie Robertson 33 

fee, Bruce said. 
Membership includes 

access to league play, phone 
lists of competitors, drop-in 
sessions and coaching work
shops. 

An additional $20 fee pro
vides a key, discount rates and 
booking privileges for the ten
nis bubble. 

enues toward a youth develop
ment fund. 

The tennis association is 
already committed to support
ing youth development, Bruce 
said. 

"Since we're all getting a lit
tle grey, we're trying to get 
juniors involved," he said. 

The club hired a youth 
coach last summer and hopes 
to find another tennis instruc
tor for this year. 

sion offunds away from this 
objective will only slow any 
meaningful youth program on 
the part of the association." 

Consequently, SSTA mem
bers refused to negotiate on 
PARC's youth development 
initiative. 

But Bruce indicated that 
PARC and the SSTA enjoy 
good relations. 

"We've had a fabulous rela
tionship with PARC," he said. 

Custom 
Sunrooms 

Non-members may book 
access to the tennis bubble one 
day in advance and acquire a 
key through Apple Photo, 
Bruce noted. 

"What PARC was doing to 
protect the public is a disad
vantage for them," he said. 

Another puzzling point for 
SSTA members was a PARC 
proposal to div.ert club rev-

In order to provide a year
round youth program, the 
association plans to build per
manent indoor facilities, said 
Miville. 

"To do this, we need every 
cent for the capital cost of 
these facilities and any diver-

PARC representatives con
curred about positive cQmmu
nication between the two 
groups. 

'They've been very respon
sible," noted Curtin. 

'They're a good group to be 
in partnership with." 

S~LT SPRJ~ · 
Sheet Metal Ltd. G 

5th Annual Wiggle Waggle Walkathon 
In Duck Creek Park 

Sunday, May 26th at 11 :00 am 
Pledge sheets available at: 
BowWow&Co 
Clip n' Dip n' Pet Shop 
Gulf Islands Veterinary Clinic 
SPCA Adoption Centre 
Salt Spring Island Community 

Services Society 
Off the Waterfront Gallery 

Spirit invites 
all dogs to 
bring their 
compamons 
for a great 
day out. 

P.S. Please bring a donatiollfor the Community Centre Pet Food Bank 

t,~y.\NG 'J! 

WEDNESDAYS ' '"> ., bl'' w , : ··,··ava• a e no.w. "A 
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HOW TO COPE WITH RISING ENERGY COSTS. 
INSTALL GEOTHERMAL 

Stop paying more for fuel oil, LP or 
natural gas. A energy efficient 
ECONAR GeoSource Heat Pump can 
save you money on your heating and 
cooling bills. An ECONAR GeoSource 
Heat Pump uses a small amount of 
electricity to extract the earth's stored 
energy. Never again worry about the 
rising costs of LP or natural gas. 

Start saving money 
your heating and 

cooling bills today. 

Drive, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2K9 

~\ 
Q :#f~. $2.95 PIZZA MADNESS l!:i1~~~,~~~·;~~~,i~~!fti,~Y1'1£:iibE :•ii\l;l!Jll Ot~: & C.· 
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150,000 in 15 61 22.Les Clare 30 55 85 43.Brooke 34 46 80 64.Janet Marshall 27 40 67 

57 23.Mary-Ann Legg 32 53 85 44.Jesse Fisher 30 50 80 65.Carmen Spring 25 41 66 shopping prizes 
59 24.Aiex Bunyan 36 49 85 45.Gien Speed 34 46 80 66.Dorothy Hitchcock 27 39 66 of $10,000 
56 25.Ron Calberry 34 51 85 46.Monica Strohmieir 32 48 80 67 .Joelle Morrison 26 39 65 500,000 winners of 
55 26.Jeff Berni 28 57 85 47.Phil Tamboline 29 49 78 68.Jade SnowRosen 25 39 64 100 Petro Points! 
56 27.John Cherniwchan 35 50 85 48.Bruce Dunbar 25 53 78 69.Hannah Snetsinger 29 35 64 

55 28.Jack Albhouse 33 51 84 49.Roberta Bantel 24 54 78 70.Rod Robertson 24 40 64 Pump 'n win details at... · 

53 29.Bob Byron 29 55 84 50.Jerome Gillham 33 44 77 71 .S. Collette· 29 35 64 
GANGES 55 30.Brad Bunyan 31 53 84 51.Faedra Campbell 31 44 75 72.Doug Lloyd 27 36 63 

57 31.David Norlet 32 52 84 52.Jamie Alexander 27 48 75 73.Bill Hitchcock 25 37 62 PETRO CAN 
50 32.Meghan Slathers 36 48 84 53. Todd Tamboline 24 50 74 74.Jeremy Morrison 27 35 62 

50 33.M. Squared 30 54 84 54.Jeffrey Gillham 26 48 74 75.Mary Tanti 21 39 60 

55 34.Tina Tamboline 37 46 83 55.Peter Spencer 27 47 74 76.Carol Arnold 28 29 57 

50 35.Rose Nemeth 34 48 82 56.1ucy Shaske 29 44 73 77.Graham faulkner 24 29 53 

50 36.Bob Laycock 32 50 82 57.Cody Me. C 30 43 73 78.Danny Courtney 22 29 51 I PETRO CANADA 
54 37.Malcolm Legg 30 52 82 58.Jeremy Byron 24, 48 72 79.Cassie Cherniwcha 21 30 51 

54 38.Kevin Oneschyk 34 48 82 59.ed Shaske 25 46 71 80.Norm Forsyth 21 29 50 
49 39.Grant Tamboline 29 52 81 60.Nocola Byron 25 46 71 81 .Claire Quinn 20 29 49 

53 40.Jeane Villadsen 26 55 81 61.Wolfgang Temmel 27 43 70 82.Gary McColm 18 24 42 

53 41 .Chris Jason 29 52 81 62.Fred Broadbent 29 41 70 83. Kenny Byron 16 24 40 

DRIVE AWAY WITHOUT PAYING! 

5i I SLEGG LUMBER LTD. 
I I Montana • Grand Am Sedan 

I I • $0 DOWN PAYMENT 

Mon.-Fri. 7am • 5pm I Sat. 8:30am· 5pm I 804 Fulford Ganges 537-4978 

• $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT 
• $0 FIRST LEASE PAYMENT 

dohn Hindle 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 

Island Hwy. at 6466 Bell McKinnon 1-800-748-4331 DL 7758 
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JUMPING HURDLES: Kayla Gromme leaps over 
a hurdle as Salt Spring's track and field team practis-
es at Portlock Park. The team meets at the park 
twice every week after school. Photo by Derri ck Lundy 

Soccer girls advance 
Though the Scorpions had a scare with a 2-1 upset at the 

hands of Woodlands Secondary from Nanaimo early in the 
day, the Gulf Islands Secondary School (GISS) girls soccer 
team advanced to the island championships with a timely 3-
0 victory over Ladysmith Friday. 

Against Woodlands, the Scorpions appeared to dominate 
possession and led by l-0 for much of the game with a goal 
by Val Cunningham. But Nanaimo shocked the islanders by 
scoring twice in the last two minutes to snatch the win. 

Scorpion Ciara Brazier was the match hero against 
Ladysmith last week as she notched two goals, while Naomi 
Tweddle added the single to secure the regional berth. 

On Thursday GISS will travel to Nanaimo to take on St. 
Michaels University School from Victoria in the first round 
of the island championships. 

Only two teams from the Vancouver Island region will 
qualify for the provincials, said coach Doug Pearson. 

"So the Scorpions will have to play their best and hope 
that their bench steps up to the challenge," he said. 

Disc golf tourney set 
Popularity among golfers 

"local and from afar" has 
caused an annual disc tour
nament to blossom into a 
"spectacular" two-day event. 

The fourth annual Hart 
Memorial Disc Golf 
Tournament takes place this 
Saturday and Sunday in 
Mouat Park. 

Hosted by the local disc 
golf association, Salt 
Spring Parks and Rec and 
the B.C. Disc Sports 
Society, the all-ages tourna
ment is expected to attract 
over 100 competitors. 

The tourney will kick off 
with 36 holes of disc golf 
on Saturday followed by 

Velvetino has sleek gray and 
white fur. He is a little shy but 
loves to be petted when he 

knows you. 

CALL SPCA 537·2123 

STAINS 
on clothes, linens or 

bedding? 
We can make it fresh 

and clean again! 
"Friendly service from people you knaw" 

an awards ceremony. 
A barbecue and dance is 

scheduled for Saturday 
evening, with details 
announced at the tourney. 

A doubles event takes 
place Sunday beginning at 
11 a.m. 

"With so many local 
stores contributing prizes, 
cash and their support, along 
with our local high-calibre 
players, this once a year 
event will be amazing," 
notes Dean Crouse, one of 
the organizers. 

Saturday registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m. with 
staggered starts occurring 
between 9:30 and 11 a.m. 

GULF ISLANDS 

LTD. 
"Islanders serving Islanders" 

• Septic tank pump·outs 
• Electronic tank·locating 

• Inspections, repairs 
• Emergency service 

WE WELCOME VISA 1 MASTERCARD 
I N~ERICAN EXPRESS 

PH: 653·4013 

SPORTS 
POOLS 

DAGWOOD'S POOL GOLF COURSE POOL 
I Vancouver 70 
2 Ottawa 58 
3 Washington 53 
4 Toronto 47 
5 Phoenix 46 
6 Islanders 41 
7 Edmonton 39 
8 Dallas 38 
9 St. Louis 37 
10 New Jersey 37 
II Boston 36 
12 Colorado 33 
13 Philadelphb 30 
14 San Jose 29 
IS Anaheim 28 
16 Pittsburgh 23 
17 Atlanta 22 

5 
9 
10 
9 
I 
5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
8 
6 
3 
5 
3 
0 
0 

I Vancouver 64 
2 Toronto 61 
3 Black Bears 56 
4 Los Angeles 56 
5 Colorado 52 
6 Dallas 48 
7 Islanders 47 
8 Ice Dogs 45 
9 Marx Bros. I 33 
10 Senioritas 16 

, Include$ games 
Sat., May 4th, 

9 
10 
6 
6 
5 
3 
4 
7 
0 
0 

Jack Langdon and Mike Bemi of Washington in the Dagwood's Pool and 
Rene Payne of Toronto in the Golf Club Pool are pretty smug, having not 
suffered any casualties in the first round, However, it will be at least a 
month before the Fat Lady starts to warm up her vocal chords. 

BRITTANY GRUNDY 
537·7774 

NATHAN GAULD 
537-7115 

UP COMING ~S: 

MASTERPLAN 
DANCE 

commg_m 
June. 

Don't forget Nights Alive is always welcoming new 
ideas, give us a call at 537-5555. 

~'I-N~ 
Proudly Supporting our Community 

"Locally 
owned and 
operated" 

ELECTRONICS • SAFETY SUPPLIES • MOORING 
ANCHORING • ELECTRICAL • PLUMBING • DINGHIES 

WATER SKIS • TRAILER PARTS & SUPPLIES 
MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS • GEL COAT & RESIN 

.,JJ!IERCURY FOUR-STROKES with 
VI' Outboards 3-YEAR WARRANTY! 

.......... " •• '9 ................. .. 
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SqUirts pull off 
close ball game 

Salt Spring's Island Star 
Squirts C -division girls 
enjoyed a blustery day of 
fast pitch softball at Bullen 
Park in Victoria on 
Saturday. 

Though off to a slow 
start , the girls turned the 
game around and tracked 
Esquimalt run for run. 
Megan Robinson led the 
way to build the girls' confi
dence for stealing second on 
walks. 

Coaches said the players' 
boldness is also continuipg 
to build in the area of slides. 
Soraya Jung scored with a 
particularly spectacular 
slide in the top of the third 
inning. Final score in game 
1 was Esquimalt 10, Island 
Stars 8. 
. Second game of the dou
ble-header day saw rookie 

• Soccer 
• Softball 
• Lacrosse 

• Field Hockey 
• Golf 

AND 
MORE! 

SPORTS 
TRADERS 

DUNCAN PLAZA, 354 Trunk Rd. 746-8761 
FFORDABLE NEW & USED SPORT 

71MITE 
YLOVE 

537-1517 
1·877·231·1595 
• 19 years experience ...___~....., 
• 1 00% money back guarantee 
• Serving SSI and Outer Islands ·---------· 25°/o OFF 
I PRESSURE ~ 

:iCOUPO!I~~R~~~A~8, 2002 : 
• - S.£M~ C~JD,!!I~S !f'~Y- • 
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SEABREEZ~ 
INNE 

SALT SPRING ISLAND, B.C. 

FROM The island's 

$59 premier 
resort motel. 

www.seabreezeinns.com 

250 537 4145 
Reservations 

1 800 434 4112 

Moped/Room packages 
hourley/daily rentals 

You're a stranger only once! 

THE.INTERNET 

GATEWAY TO THE 

GULF ISLANDS 
www.gulfislands.net 

pitcher Colleen Hillis strike 
out two in the first inning. 
With five runs each going 
into the second inning, 
Margo Milton snuck home 
for the score that tipped the 
scales to Island Star's 
favour and pumped up the 
excitement level. 

Salt Spring kept 
Esquimalt to two runs in the 
third to hang on to the lead. 

Pitchers Deven Miles and 
Devon Craig also did a 
good job, said coaches . 
Final score in game 2: 
Island Stars 15, Esquimalt 
14. 

"Healing Touch" 
RETAIL VALUE $225.00 

aw A -- .- _ .a ·~ I I SAIL SALUTE: Sailer Dick Pattinson is seen fol .., 
lowing the local sailing club's annual sail past and 
"salute to the commodore" in Ganges Harbour on 
Sunday. Photo by Derrick Lundy 
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Rainbow Road Trading Co. 
461 Rainbow Rd. 537-0057 
OPEN FRIDAY, SATURDAY 
SUNDAY & MONDAY 
I lam· 5pm 

in it or Mom' 
Try our 

Gardener's Han,d 
Therapy Cream 

and enter our Free 
Mother's Day draw! 

Win this 
Jill Louise 
Campbell 

Limited Edition 
Print 

jill Louise has become 
known for her 

warm and heartfelt 
portrayals of country life. 

SALTSPR I NG 

S9APW6RK~ 
Downtown Ganges 537-2701 


