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Board approves plan to cut $800,000 
By GRAEME THOMPSON 
Driftwood Staff 

Plans to cut nearly $800,000 
from school district spending over 
the next five months have angered 
teachers and other district staff, 
who may face layoffs or salary 
reductions as a result. 

A budget reduction plan designed 
to avoid a massive deficit in the 
current fiscal year was presented to 
trustees last Wednesday after two 
days of behind-the-scenes talks 
with affected employee groups. 

Representatives of the Gulf Islands 
Teachers Association and the 
Canadian Union of Public Employees 
(CUPE) met behind closed doors 
with school trustees and administra
tors in a bid to cut $800,000 from the 
$ 12.4 million budget 

"There has been a great deal of 
work and a great of discussion ... as 
to how we will balance this bud
get," secretary-treasurer Ken 
Starling told trustees at their regular 
monthly meeting last Wednesday. 
"We are providing services to stu
dents and other parts of the system 
that we cannot financially support. 
That is the bottom line." 

The deficit is made up of two 
parts, he explained. There is an 
estimated over-expenditure of 
$600,000 and an actual deficit of 
$175,000 from last year. The rea
son the school board must elimi
nate the deficit in the remaining 
five months of the school year is 
that the School Act does not allow 
boards to run deficits. As if to rein
force that message, the district 
received a letter from Education 
Minister Art Charbonneau approv
ing last year's $175,000 debt on the 
condition it be retired in 1994/95. 

At Wednesday's meeting, the 
board approved the budget reduc
tion plan, which includes cuts of 
$300,000 in salaries to CUPE 
members, $150,000 from capital 
planning funds, and $175,000 
from school operating funds. 

"It's drastic. It's bad, suffice to say, 
but it can be done," Starling said. 

School board chairwoman 
Allisen Lambert pleaded more 
than once for those around the 
table to come together to work on 
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WHO'S MUNDANE? Not 
Debbi Toole, whose voice 
will delight opera-goers 
next month. Page A19 

A PASSION FOR RADIOS: 
Emil Socher talks about his 
collection. Page B1 

The E-Team at work 
Ministry of Environment-sponsored E-Team members are plants a young cedar tree as part of efforts at Duck Creek, 
busy working on local salmon streams these days. Above Travis Dealey, right, carries in another tree, ready for plant-
left, Kirsten Elder wields the shovel as Salal Thompson jng. Story—Page A22. Photos by Graeme Thompson 

Budget reduction plan: where cuts are planned 
At Wednesday's meeting of the 

Gulf Islands School Board, 
trustees voted to pursue the fol
lowing budget reduction plan: 

• $300,000 will come from pro
grams and services that directly 
affect CUPE members: $175,000 
from classroom and student sup
port services, $100,000 from the 
operations budget and $20,000 in 
the transportation budget. 

• $175,000 from each school 
"flexi-budget," money given to 
each school to manage on its own. 

It is normally used to pay for sec
retarial services, substitute teach
ers and school supplies. Each ele
mentary school will have its 
spending cut 20 per cent; Gulf 
Islands Secondary School will 
lose 30 per cent. 

• $150,000 from capital spend
ing projects: $100,000 was to have 
been spent upgrading district com
puters and technology; $50,000 
was to have bought replacement 
desks and chairs. 

• $50,000 from cancelling two 

professional development days left 
in the school year: $13,500 for 
administrators to attend confer
ences and seminars; $24,000 for 
not paying CUPE staff to work on 
two professional development 
days; $13,000 from the profes
sional growth program for teach
ers. 

• $25,000 from the district's 
$132,000 supplies budget. 

• $75,000 in reductions in 
teacher salaries due to resignation. 

• $25,000 on sundry expenses 

such as legal fees, staff travel, 
advertising and trustees' discre
tionary spending 

In addition, trustees voted to 
pursue four policies to fight the 
deficit: all purchasing will be 
frozen; there will be no hiring of 
new or replacement employees; no 
overtime will be allowed; there 
will be no money for substitute 
teachers or money to pay for sub
stitutes while teachers attend 
meetings and actvities during 
school hours. 

Rusty tank leaks 75 gallons of stove oil into lake 
A rusted stove oil tank has been blamed for 

an oil spill on Cusheon Lake. 
About 75 gallons of oil leaked from a tank at 

a home on Cusheon Lake Road January 15, 
environmental safety officer Bob Patten said 
Monday from Nanaimo. But the occupant of 
the home was unaware that the oil had entered 
the lake, he said. 

On Thursday, the salmon enhancement soci
ety's Kathy Reimer was notified that an oil 
slick had appeared on the lake. She contacted 
the fire department, who confirmed that the 
spill was fuel oil, and the Coast Guard. 

At lunch time Thursday, a Rescue Centre DC-
3 flew circles over the lake to try to determine 
the source of the oil. On Friday, environment 

ministry personnel began clean-up procedures. 
Patten said the oil was concentrated along 

the edge of the lake in a boggy and heavily 
treed area, making it awkward to clean. The oil 
was contained within a boom and sorbent, a 
loose, absorbent material made from treated 
pulp, was spread within the boom, which was 
placed near the Beddis Waterworks District's 
pumping station. 

But neither the water district nor the 
Cusheon Lake fish hatchery were adversely 
affected by the oil spill, Patten said. 

'It hasn't impacted on the water or the hatchery." 
None of the oil is believed to have entered 

Cusheon Creek, Reimer said Monday. 
"Everything seems okay but it's still pretty 

smelly." 
Reimer went on to express concern about the 

danger of the same thing happening to a fur
nace oil tank. 

Water district chairman Don Stevens was 
equally concerned. "People who live around 
the lake should exercise care" with such tanks, 
he said, and make sure they are well main
tained. 

The lake provides domestic water for lake
side property owners and the 130 households in 
the Beddis water district. 

Reimer said there are currently more than 
50,000 salmon eggs at the Cusheon Creek 
hatchery. "They would have all been killed if 
the spill hadn't been found." 
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Plans for islands health council 
presented at Ganges meeting 
By GRAEME THOMPSON 
D r i f t w o o d Staff 

Gulf Islanders seem to have set
tled their differences and agreed to 
pursue the formation of a Gulf 
Islands community health council. 

At a meeting of the Salt Spring 
Health Planning Committee 
Thursday, islanders were asked for 
input about a local community 
health council, which would 
include each of the five Gulf 
Islands. It would be represented 
by three islanders from each of 
Salt Spring, Galiano, Mayne, 
Pender and Saturna islands. 

Initially, the three would be a 
locally-appointed person, another 
chosen from among locally-elect
ed officials and a third appointed 
from a list submitted to the 
Ministry of Health. After the 
1996 local elections, one of the 
three members from each island 
would be directly elected to the 
council. 

There was some discussion as to 
whether locally-appointed people 
on the interim health council 
should be chosen from among 
those now serving on health-relat
ed boards or in local institutions. 
No final decision was made, 
though health committee chairman 
Gordon English said the interim 
council would only serve until 

November 1996 and that there 
was no money for a full island-
wide election. 

One member of the public asked 
how the council was to be funded, 
and whether the small population 
base of the Gulf Islands would 
affect the provision of health care 
here. Diane Jeffries, chairwoman 
of the Mayne Island health com
mittee and a member of the 
Capital Health Board, said the 
funding formula for community 
health councils had not been 
worked out yet. Susan Berlin said 
she believed the funding would be 
based on the per-capita health 
needs of the region. 

Consensus decision-making has 
been proposed for the new coun
cil, except in matters pertaining to 
finances, where weighted voting 
would be used. Susan Berlin was 
asked to talk about the process of 
consensus decision-making. 

It is "as much a formal process 
as voting is," she said. Like vot
ing, a motion is put on the table. 
Unlike voting, where people are 
asked "yea or nay," people are 
asked whether they can "live with 
the motion." If they cannot they 
explain why. If the motion can be 
changed to accommodate con
cerns, and if the proponent agrees, 
the motion is changed and the 

question is asked of the next per
son at the table. The motion is 
declared passed when everyone 
can live with it. 

Persuasive voices and intense 
lobbying play little part in this 
form of decision-making, Berlin 
said. People talk and think more 
and the resulting motion is usually 
better for it. Unlike conventional 
majority-rules voting, consensus 
makes a council "more bonded, 
more pleased with themselves" 
and it makes "decisions people 
support." She said she believes 
she could make consensus work 
for moral issues as well. 

The committee will come back 
to the community with a draft plan 
for a community health council in 
the next few months. 

Meanwhile, on Mayne Island 
the health committee has spent 
some time making islanders aware 
of health care changes. It has 
developed a community profile of 
health needs on the island and all 
the raw determinants of health, 
such as adequate housing, potable 
water and recreation possibilities, 
Jeffries reported. 

At the end of November, the 
committee held a workshop at 
which islanders decided their 
number-one priority was to retain 
a full-time physician. 

Islander's son, family reported safe 
but homeless after Japan earthquake 

The son of a Salt Spring Islander is safe in the wake 
of Tuesday's earthquake in Kobe, Japan. 

Wilfred Wakely, his wife and their two children 
were unhurt in the quake, which had claimed the lives 
of more than 600 people as of press time Tuesday. 

Wilfred's father, Cec Wakely, reported Tuesday (hat his 
son and ramify spent the night in a schtxilnxxn after tlieir 
25-storey apartment building was evacuated, lire Wakelys 
lived on the 19th floor of the two-year-old building in 
Kobe, which was supposed to be earthquake-pnx>f. 

Cec Wakely said it was unlikely they would be 
allowed to return to the building because it was 
severely damaged. He also said there was damage to 
the road to Osaka, which was built to earthquake-
proof standards as well. 

Wilfred Wakely grew up in Vancouver but has spent 
half his life in Japan. He is currently employed by the 
British Columbia government as commissioner of trade 
and investment. Wakely was on Salt Spring in 1993, 
when he was a guest speaker of the Rotary Club. 

FOR THE 
RECORD 
• A typographical error rendered 

a sentence meaningless in a letter 
last week. The second paragraph 
of a letter from Jasper Nielson 
should have begun with the sen
tence: Like fire, communism can 
be used to produce warmth for 
many, as a beneficial tool. 
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Swan Lake video is first 
arts centre production 

COMPLETION TARGETED: ArtSpring board $900,000, an amount that would see the arts 
members have set a fundraising goal of centre finished with money left over. n«o by Tony**** 

ArtSpring board sets $900,000 
as current fundraising target 

What to raise and how to raise 
it: those were two key questions 
addressed at last Tuesday's 
ArtSpring board meeting. After 
some deliberation, board mem
bers agreed to target $900,000 
for the current fundraising cam
paign and to raise it from govern
ment, institutional, business and 
private sources. 

Special events are a "distrac
tion" to fundraising, new board 
member and fundraising commit
tee chairman Chris Chapman 
said. Events were the main 
source of ArtSpring revenue for 
the past two years, raising about 
$100,000 annually. 

The new tack does not mean 
there will be no benefit events 
in 1995: a casino night in 
Victoria, the perennially sold-
out house tour and a possible 
garden tour were mooted as 
fundraisers, but that may be all. 
Most of the fundraising energy 
will be redirected to getting 
donations from different 
untapped sources. 

"My perception is that there 
are a lot of people who have 
never been asked to give a 
nickel and haven't," Chapman 
said. 

Other board members dis
agreed with that perception but 
agreed that fundraising should 
concentrate on areas where the 
return would be greater than in 

holding events. The new 
ArtSpring Productions would 
also keep the ArtSpring profile in 
the community, which is what 
the events have done for the last 
two years. 

Government sources of fund
ing might be better tapped, 
Chapman said. He pointed to the 
number of federal and provincial 
infrastructure grants which were 
given for projects on southern 
Vancouver Island, including 
some $400,000 for the Ganges 
sewer upgrade. 

The fundraising target of 
$900,000 prompted some discus
sion at the board table, mostly 
because society members were 
told in November that they need
ed $606,000 to finish the build
ing. The new figure includes 
$300,000 for an endowment fund 
to operate the arts centre for the 
first few years. 

Chapman said the board had 
been "too wishy-washy" in the 
past on the precise dollar figure it 
needed to get the building up and 
running. He said the board "had 
to be realistic . . . or people are 
just going to give up on this pro
ject. 

"If you don't know where 
you're going, any road will get 
you there," he said. 

But board chairman Bob 
Weeden did not agree there was 
simply a choice between two 

DOING YOUR 
OWN REPAIRS OR 

INSTALLATION? 
Come in and see us for 

parts & free advise 
from a professional! 

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING 
SUPPLY STORE 

LEE THE PLUMBERS 
WAREHOUSE 

537-1068 
Mon. - Sat. 8am -5pm 

105 McPhillips Ave., Ganges 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY REPAIRS 

roads. Fundraising on and off-
island for a large sum of money 
in one 12-month period to the 
exclusion of programming, 
events and volunteer efforts was 
not the choice he wanted. In the 
end the board determined the 
$900,000 figure was what it 
would aim for in new fundrais
ing efforts and that ideas on 
how to pursue that money from 
the four various sources would 
be presented at the next meet
ing. 

S A L T S P R I N c J 

By GRAEME THOMPSON 
Driftwood Staff 

And now for something com
pletely different: an ArtSpring 
event which is not a fundraiser. 

Starting January 27, the new 
ArtSpring Productions (ASP) will 
begin a regular series of arts-oriented 
presentations. ArtSpring members 
and friends are invited free of charge 
to the first event which is a video of 
the Royal Ballet Company in Swan 
Lake. High school dance students are 
also invited to this first ASP evening. 

This particular production of the 
classic Tchaikovsky ballet features 
choreography by Frederick Ashton 
with special assistance by Rudolf 
Nureyev. Natalia Makarova dances 
Odette/Odile and Anthony Dowell 
dances Prince Siegfried. 

ArtSpring programming commit
tee chairwoman Hetty Clews, who 
with Elma Rubright has developed 
the ASP series, calls the informal 
evenings a "foretaste of what can be 
expected when programming in the 
island arts centre takes place." 

An offer by one islander to 
allow society members to view 
world-class opera and ballet 
videocassettes started the ball 
rolling. Similar evenings based on 
aspects of musical theatre, land
scape painting, sculpture, pottery 
and other art forms are planned. 

Many of the evenings would fea
ture a local exponent demonstrating 
or talking about the art which is fea
tured that evening. Members would 
be encouraged to ask questions 
after the presentations and other 

island artists would be asked to 
attend to encourage that dialogue. 

Costs are to be kept to a minimum, 
though there would be hall rental fees 
and possibly costs for tea and coffee 
if they are offered. Members and 
their friends would be asked to pay 
nothing for the event, Clews stressed, 
though nominal donations to cover 
costs would be accepted Non-mem
bers may be encouraged to join the 
society and membership forms 
would be available at each event 

The ASP series opens January 
27 at the United Church Hall, 
starting at 7:30 p.m. 
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Quote - Chamber of Commerce President 

(Driftwood 11 January 1995) 
"How many businesses thrive three blocks out of the core?" 

Two come to mind. And we're sure that if the 
Ganges" Chamber of Commerce looked beyond 

a three-block view it would discover a 
"whole- lotta- thrivin,-goin'-on,\ 
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Editorial board's discussions 
bring perspective to issues 
By TONY RICHARDS 
Driftwood Staff 

Few islanders would claim 
they have all the answers when it 
comes to addressing the prob
lems we all face, least of all the 
people who report on local news. 

But the staff at the Driftwood 
do take some satisfaction in pro
moting discussion of those prob
lems, and offering potential solu
tions. One of the means at then-
disposal is on the Opinion page, 
the column on Page A8 which is 
reserved for a statement of the 
newspaper's position on issues 
which affect us all. 

A fairly recent trend among 
daily newspapers in Canada has 
been the formation of editorial 
boards which draw on input from 
the general public. Many dailies 
have been watching their rele
vance steadily diminish as their 
readership has been drawn to 
alternative sources for the infor
mation they want. 

Time, too, is a big competitor 
for the attention of readers of all 
newspapers. So the biggest chal
lenge for daily newspapers has 
been to stay in touch with their 
readers. And an editorial board 
that offers an opportunity for 
reader input is one response to 
this dilemma. 

Nine months ago, the 
Driftwood formed its own editor
ial board, but for different rea

sons. It was felt that a forum in 
which editorial topics could be 
discussed would be useful in 
ensuring that editorial writers 
were not completely ignorant of 
the subject they wished to tackle. 
It would provide a structure for 
the free and open discussion of 
issues by various people, who 
would bring to the table differing 
perspectives on those issues. 

Unlike many of the daily 
newspapers' editorial boards, 

The biggest challenge 
for newspapers has 

been to stay in touch 
with their readers. 

which will not take a stand on an 
issue without first reaching a 
consensus, the Driftwood board 
is solely a forum. Making the 
final decision on editorial posi
tion lies with the editor. This 
does not reflect a reluctance to 
part with tradition but a desire to 
ensure that no subject, no matter 
how controversial or complex, 
can escape editorial scrutiny. 

However, the board's delibera
tions ensure that no subject can 
be broached on the Opinion page 
without being subjected to exam
ination by a group of people of 
diverse backgrounds who can 

offer a variety of perceptions and 
views. In so doing, they can 
serve to broaden the perspective 
of those who deign to present 
opinions for public consumption. 

Until now, membership of the 
editorial board has been restrict
ed to the newspaper's publisher, 
newsroom staff, one other mem
ber of the newspaper staff who is 
appointed on a rotating basis for 
a two-month period, and the edi
torial cartoonist. 

With the recent completion of 
new meeting facilities in the 
Driftwood office, the board is 
now able to complete its mem
bership roster by inviting a mem
ber of the public to join. 

Islanders who are able to give 
45 minutes a week for a period 
of eight weeks to the discussion 
of local issues are invited to ten
der a brief resume. The board 
meets at 12:15 p.m. every 
Monday in the Driftwood office 
at 328 Upper Ganges Road. 

Meetings are informal but 
structured to move quickly due 
to severe time constraints faced 
by newspaper staff. 

In selecting public members of 
the editorial board, preference 
will be given to people who are 
not closely identified with any 
particular interest group or cause. 
Anyone wishing further informa
tion may contact this writer at 
537-9933. 

Dissolution clause will 
permit casino nights 

ArtSpring is holding an extraor
dinary general meeting February 
28 to vote on a dissolution clause, 
in the event that the Island Arts 
Centre Society ever is ever dis
solved. 

Government regulations con
cerning charitable societies stipu
late that a society's bylaws must 
state what will happen to its assets 
and liabilities if it dissolves. 

The change will permit the soci
ety to hold casino nights and con
form to government regulations. 

There are several choices soci
ety members 
may make, all of 
which will be 
explained to 
members at the 
extraordinary 
meeting. At last 
week's monthly 
board meeting, board members 
also discussed putting before the 
membership two other matters: 
adding the office of a past presi
dent to the society's current list of 
officers, and creating a new mem
bership category of life member. 

The exact time and place of the 
extraordinary meeting will be 
advertised as required and mem
bers can expect to be notified in 
the near future. 

In other ArtSpring news: 
• The full ArtSpring board will 

meet with the building committee 
to discuss the relationship between 
volunteer projects and profession-

"I am looking for 
a way to use the 

volunteers currently 
and continually." 

al work which can be done on the 
site in 1995. Some board members 
feel that there is more work that 
volunteers can do; some feel there 
is little. 

The theatre catwalk, landscap
ing work outside and the exterior 
amphitheatre were given as exam
ples of projects which might be 
carried out in advance of the next 
major construction phase. In light 
of the new board members' 
desires, vice-president Bill Curtin 
said, the current board may have 
to revisit its plans for integrating 

minor and major 
projects. 

"I am looking 
for a way to use 
the volunteers 
currently and 
continually," 
Elma Rubright 

said. "I want to keep the momen
tum . . . and that's part of it." 

• Rubright, who is publicity 
chairwoman, reported that the arts 
centre's publicity group would be 
called Information ArtSpring, or 
Info ArtSpring for short. The 
intent of the group is to have a 
"cohesive public presence," a goal 
it will pursue by publishing a 
newsletter 12 times a year. 

The current newsletter format 
will change a little, she said, in 
order to be posted without an 
envelope, and would strive to be 
"more factual and more timely as 
opposed to being a pep-sheet." 
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Extra programs out 
as district seeks cuts 

Lambert 

"The bottom line has to be 
reduced." 

That's the word from Gulf 
Islands School Board chairwoman 
Allisen Lambert on the financial 
crunch facing the school district. 

Enrolment in district schools is 
up five per cent; revenues are up 
three per cent; expenditures are up 
eight per cent; and staffing is up 
13. The result: a projected deficit 
this year of near
ly $800,000. 

"It won't be 
possible to cut 
out our responsi
bility to stu
dents," Lambert 
said in an inter
view. "The 
board is commit
ted to providing 
appropriate programs and services 
for our students." 

She is careful to make the dis
tinction between appropriate pro
grams and optimal programs. The 
district will no longer be able to 
provide programs or services 
which may be useful and helpful 
but for which there is no money or 
recognition from the provincial 
funding source. In other words, for 
the rest of this year at least, extras 
are out. 

What will this mean in the 
schools? 

Cosmetic improvements to 
school buildings, like a coat of 
paint, are out of the question from 
financially constrained mainte
nance departments. No more art 
supplies, or paper or pens or glue 
will be purchased until September. 
When a teacher phones in sick, a 
librarian or principal or other non-
teaching instructor will take over 
rather than hiring a substitute. 

Trips between islands by district 
staff will be slow but cheap as fer
ries will be utilized rather than 
water taxi, unless the regular 
school run can be used. 

But it is unlikely that even this 
kind of reduced service will save 
the district $800,000. Wages make 
up the lion's share of the district's 
$12.4 million budget and wages of 
staff — teachers, administrators 
and Canadian Union of Public 

Employees (CUPE) members 
alike — will have to be taken into 
account at some point. 

That is what worries CUPE 
local 788 president Gordon 
Singbeil. He, like most CUPE 
members who attended an emer
gency meeting Saturday, is not 
pleased with the position the union 
is in. 

That's because his members are 
in line to take the largest share of 
the budget-cutting measures pro
posed at last week's school board 
meeting. Some $300,000 is slated 
to come out of budgets which pay 
for non-teaching staff, which means 
teaching assistants, custodians, 
maintenance staff and bus drivers. 

He said the exact impact of the 
budgetary belt-tightening will 
depend on how and where individ
ual school principals opt to effect 
their cost-cutting measures. The 
high school will have the most dif
ficult time, he said, and he expects 
that is where some of the district's 
overspending has come from. 

"Looking within the district," he 
said, "there isn't anyone sitting on 
their hands doing nothing. We are 
all doing something considered 
necessary." 

The problem is not that there are 
too many staff in schools, Singbeil 
said. It's that administrators do not 
have enough money to pay for 
them all. Among the 14 new staff 
positions created for CUPE mem
bers this year are an electrician, a 
service for which the district used 
to contract out, three custodians 
for the new school and one more 
groundsperson. Those five posi
tions are not "extraneous." 

Jobs may yet be saved within 
the district. At Saturday's meet
ing, CUPE members passed a 
motion that they would be willing 
to work out some kind of deal, 
such as a wage reduction up to a 
certain percentage, Singbeil said. 
They will do this only if other 
groups — notably the teachers — 
do the same. Singbeil admits the 
teachers are in a tough position. A 
local wage reduction would set a 
precedent the provincial teachers' 
organization is unlikely to want to 
have on the books. 

WARM UP TO OUR SPECIALS! 
ALL FRAMES 

20% OFF 

CALENDARS 
40% OFF 

PAPER NAPKINS 
& COVERS 
20% OFF 2 £ B * ^ • ' 

NIPHT I i rHT< S T A R T S T 0 D A Y ' J A N - ! 8 

NlbHI LK7HI5 Hours : Monday - Saturday 8:30-5:30 

20% OFF 537-5551 

HOT CELESTIAL 
SUN-MOON 

30% OFF 

WIND CHIMES 
30% OFF 

PLUS... 
MANY MORE 

SAVINGS 
IN STORE! 

MOUATS CLOTHING CO. 

LADIES, MENS, KIDS CLOTHING 
SHOES AND ACCESSORIES 

* V | L . > ENTIRE STOCK OF'COUGAR' 
| W & 9 SHOES AND BOOTS 1 "NOW ON SALE" 

Enjoy constantly changing and never ending views of 
islands, sea and sky. This private and newly renovated 
home is situated on a sunny knoll on 2.43 acres, with not 
a soul in sight! 

$349,000 MLS 

]*lea$e call 

ILFISIANDS REALTY LTD. 
163 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T9 
Phone: (604) 537-5577 

TA* 
ROBES (Entire Stock) 
Reg. $28 to $170 ^m 

'NOW ON SALE'25 off 
$19.99 to $127.50 

SLEEPWEAR (Selected Groups) 
Reg. $14 to $125 * p g / 

'NOW ON SALE'25 off 
$9.99 to $93.00 

JEANS 

$39.99 
Reg. $49 to $70 

V Santana, Silver Manager 

' VJSA "N 
MASTERCARD 
HOME CARD 

Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30 
v Phone 537-5551 y 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD N E W S B EAT WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 1995 A A 7 

School board has no excuse for 
finding deficit now—teachers 
By GRAEME THOMPSON 
Driftwood Staff 

Local teachers expressed "shock 
and dismay" Thursday over pro
posed spending cuts in the Gulf 
Islands School District. 

The Gulf Islands Teachers' 
Association (GITA) executive 
said in a prepared statement it was 
"very concerned about the poten
tial impact on education in this 
district" of the budget reduction 
plan presented at Wednesday's 
school board meeting. It says the 
largest of the proposed cuts will 
"severely limit" the ability of 
schools to deliver quality educa
tional programs. 

"Our association isn't getting the 
straight bill of goods on the deficit," 
GITA president Larry Field told the 
Driftwood. "There is no excuse to 
find out that large of a deficit 
halfway through the year. If a com
pany did that they'd go bankrupt." 

He said services to students have 
already been reduced. Where there 
used to be large French programs 
in elementary schools, there are 
none. Where there used to be band 
and enrichment programs, there are 
none. Special education programs 
and counselling have been slashed. 

"Why ask us to pay?" Field said. 
"We've already paid. Members are 

really strong on this one. We're not 
happy with the way things are going. 

"We're not griping about the 
fact that we haven't had a pay 
increase in two and a half years. 
We're not griping about the fact 
that we haven't got a contract 
(renewed). We're griping about 
the fact that quality of education in 
the schools is 
going down." 

As a result of 
their strong feel
ings, teachers have 
indicated they are 
not prepared to 
play ball with the 
school board to 
find the $800,000 Field 

shortfall. The executive will not con
template lost jobs for teachers or 
CUPE members, it will not support 
cuts that diminish the quality of 
instruction and it will not support 
cuts which violate collective agree
ments. 

One of the items in the school 
board's budget reduction plan 
calls for cutting 40 per cent of 
schools' flexi-budgets. The district 
expects to save $177,000 by cut
ting 20 per cent of each elemen
tary schools' discretionary spend
ing money and 30 per cent of the 
high school's. That money is used 

to buy supplies, to pay for secre
tarial and other services and to pay 
for substitute teachers. 

But most schools have purchased 
most of their supplies already, Field 
said. So most of the savings will have 
to come from the other two cate
gories, which means no secretaries at 
the end of the year and no sick teach
ers. 'It can't be done," Field said. 

Another large chunk of money 
earmarked for cutting is for class
room and support personnel who are 
mostly para-professionals working 
with special needs students. This is 
"a really hard one to swallow," Field 
said, given the historical choice to 
integrate students with special needs 
into the system. Changing that will 
have implications for the rest of the 
classroom system. 

Field also said teachers will not 
contemplate working three days 
without pay. The school board 
requested Wednesday that teach
ers consider working the two 
remaining professional develop
ment days without pay as well as 
the June 30 administrative day. 

"Things are changing daily," 
Field concluded. 

The district has until February 
28 to forward a balanced budget 
proposal for the current year to the 
Ministry of Education. 

B U D G E T : cms total $800,000 
From Page A1 

a solution to the fiscal crisis. 
"If ever there was a time when 

we're all in this together, it is 
now," she said. "We share the 
problem. We share the solutions." 

But CUPE president Gordon 
Singbeil did not agree. The budget 
reduction plan means lost or 
reduced jobs for his members. 

"We keep hearing about being 
in this together," Singbeil told 
trustees at the end of the meeting. 
"We're not. We're told we're 
sharing the problem. We're not 
sharing the solution. 

"I urge the board ... to show 
more fiscal responsibility and 
accountability. You're not going 
to survive without it. We didn't 
cause any of these problems." 

Both he and teachers' associa
tion president Larry Field said 
there were questions with no 
answers concerning the projected 
deficit. Field added that teachers 
do not feel responsible in any way 
for the deficit, "even to one single 
dollar." His members were not 
willing to take pay cuts or work 
without pay to resolve the matter. 

Starling acknowledged the 
unhappiness of CUPE members 
but said the board was constrained 
by collective agreements as to what 
options it has to find the money. 
Teacher lay-offs notices would 
have to have been sent out before 
Christmas, according to the terms 
of their contract. CUPE members 
can be given 30 days' notice. 

"We acknowledge there is not 
necessarily fairness at all," Starling 
said of the budget reduction plan. 
"We looked at the collective agree
ments. We looked at what we can do 
and can't do. We have done it as fair 
as possible given the constraints." 

"There is no question that contrac
tual obligations are limiting the 
board in these four months," 
Lambert said, adding that the board 
was continuing to put "all matters 
under scrutiny," including the lan
guage of all contracts with the board. 

Starling said Tuesday that the 
reasons for the projected deficit 
had not changed since December, 
when trustees were first advised of 
a potential deficit. 

"In just about all cases it was spent 
on rvnnlp \c\ nrnvirlp services to kids " 

The move into a new high of special-needs students were 
school, staff sick leaves, new pro- reasons cited by Lambert last 
grams and "a significant number" month for the deficit position. 
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Crisis in the schools 
I f there is anything for which we can be thankful with regard to the 

financial crisis facing the Gulf Islands School District, it is that the 
district is a public and not a private-sector body. As teachers associ
ation president Larry Field said last week, the local school system 
would be bankrupt if it were a privately-run business. 

An organization that spends $12 million annually and discovers 
halfway through its fiscal year that it might be $800,000 over on 
the expenditures side is an organization in trouble. 

Funding for schools is not subject to whims of the marketplace 
in terms of its revenues. The chief variable is enrolment, a figure 
which is known by the end of September. 

But it was not until December that school trustees learned of the 
possibility of a deficit that might run to three-quarters of a million 
dollars. By last week it was no longer just a possibility when the 
board was presented with a concrete plan to cut $797,000 from the 
remainder of the year's expenditures. 

That a public body with responsibility for such a large amount 
of taxpayers' money should not become aware of such a deficit 
until such a late date is puzzling, to say the least. But there is more 
than just that to puzzle over. 

Only one of the reasons advanced last month for the deficit situ
ation made any sense. Board chairwoman Allisen Lambert cited 
the transition to a new high school and a new middle school — a 
transition that was delayed when the new high school could not 
open when originally planned — as putting the district over-bud
get in at least one area. 

But sick leave costs (is there no contingency?), new programs 
(were they not planned?) and special needs students (were they not 
counted?) were also given as reasons for putting finances out of 
whack. 

There are more questions than answers on this issue, a factor 
which should not escape notice by the school district. If trustees 
and administrators do not act quickly to explain how they got into 
this mess, the public will be justified in reaching the only conclu
sion possible at this point: the system suffers from bad manage
ment. 

Life's unfair blows 
I t's a truism that life isn't fair, that it takes losers to make win

ners. 
But for those on the gored side of the ox, truisms don't make 

life's blows any easier. 
Consider Audrey Buitenwerf's experience. An emigrant to 

Canada from the Netherlands, she and husband Jake put 33 years 
into improving a five-acre parcel of land they purchased on Salt 
Spring Island in 1956. Eventually, they expected to reap the bene
fits of their work by selling the land at an increased market value. 
For them, it was a literal land bank which they hoped would fi
nance their retirement. 

In 1989, after her husband's death, Audrey Buitenwerf discov
ered her land had been devalued years earlier by inclusion in 1974 
in the Agricultural Land Reserve. A two and a half-year battle to 
move the land out of the reserve was unsuccessful, in part because 
the couple's work had turned the former swamp into quality agri
cultural land. 

The preservation of agricultural land was judged more important 
than the needs of an elderly widow. 

It was too bad but there it was. Through no fault of her own, 
Buitenwerf's ox was gored. In 1992, she sold the property for less 
than she had hoped to receive and left the island. 

It is clear that there was no justification for taking Buitenwerf's 
land out of the land reserve, given the mandates of the 
Agricultural Land Commission and the Islands Trust. 

But as former Trust Committee member John Stepaniuk ob
served, there was also no justification for the arrogance with 
which some bureaucrats treated the elderly woman. Perhaps a little 
more understanding would have made the blow easier for 
Buitenwerf to bear. 

As our society becomes busier and more weighted with technol
ogy, there seems to be less time to listen, to sympathize and to un
derstand. 

We all know that life isn't fair. We need to remember that we 
should be fair — and a little kind — to help each other survive the 
blows. 
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If it's good for General Bullmoose, 
is it good for Salt Spring Island? 
• have just completed reading the 
I recently published discussion 

paper by the Sustainable Salt 
Spring Community Roundtable 
for the Official Community Plan 
review. We are told this offering 
is the work of 17 people selected 
to envision what is best for Salt Spring Island and 
its residents over the next several years. 

These people had to be dedicated or the report 
would never have been completed. They had to be 
genuinely concerned for the future of the island 
and the preservation of what many of us believe to 
be a pretty special place. 

But regardless of their dedication, sincerity, gen
uine concern to protect what is left of a once far more 
beautiful place, they are missing one prime ingredi
ent. That ingredient is public input. If there was pub
lic input it has not been mentioned in the report. 

Since as far back as I can re- -
member, governments at all levels 
have been trying to tell people 
what is good for them. They seem 
to adopt the attitude of the long 
gone L'il Abner comic strip char
acter General Bullmoose. 
"What's good for Bullmoose is 
good for the rest of the country." They seem to lose 
sight of the fact that each person in any community, 
regardless of geographic positioning, has a wish list 
of conditions they would like to see preserved, 
changed or modified in some way. 

Some are certainly worthy of consideration, some 
are not practical, some are downright destructive, 
some are deeply seated in the soul and sadly some 
are only for personal gain with no thought for the fu
ture. There is a great deal of negativism about this 
discussion paper. We must ask how much more pos
itive would the response have been had the public 
been given the opportunity to express their views. 

I have no idea what steps were taken for select
ing members of this discussion group. 

Whatever the method, the local Islands Trust people, 
Bob Andrew, Grace Byrne and Linda Adams, have 

VIEW 
POINT 
BY A R N O L D 
B U D D 

"What's good for 
Bullmoose is good 

for the rest of 
the country." 

taken some very positive steps to get 
the public involved in the develop
ment of the recommendations for 
the community plan, due in 1996. 

In late September seven com
mittees were formed from a list of 
island residents who volunteered 

to get involved in the development process. These 
committees are charged with examining issues con
cerning agriculture, the environment, growth man
agement, infrastructure, jobs and the future of 
Fulford Harbour and Ganges village. 

If we as residents of Salt Spring are truly interest
ed in having a say in this island's future we had bet
ter get off our collective rears and use the opportu
nities offered by these groups for public input. The 
housing committee held a public meeting some time 
ago. Some of their recommendations did not sit too 
well with some of those present. This was not be-

cause the committee failed, but 
rather that we, as stakeholders of 
this island, failed to express our
selves when given the chance. 

There are public meetings being 
planned right now that residents are 
welcome to attend. One such meet
ing is scheduled at Gulf Islands 

Secondary School at 7 p.m. on January 26 by the en
vironmental emphasis group. This group has already 
assembled a pretty significant list of issues to be ad
dressed as part of the OCP review. 

If bylaws are proposed or land use recommenda
tions made that we do not agree with, that is one of 
the risks, because not every recommendation will 
satisfy everyone. However, if we were not given the 
opportunity to make our views known prior to their 
development, then we have ground for complaint. 

But, if the opportunity is presented for us to be 
heard and we fail to respond, we have only our
selves to blame. These committees cannot possibly 
known your concerns unless you tell them. We do 
not have to accept the "Bullmoose Theory." 

Arnold Budd is chairman of the environmental 
emphasis group. 
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We Asked: Will increases in ferry fares affect your travel plans? 

Alex Mitchell 
Being a senior citizen, if I 
travel during the week it 
doesn't affect them at all ex
cept my car goes up a little bit. 

Peter Gross 
In my case, no. I'm a pedestri
an and on a bicycle. I get 50 
km per bowl of oatmeal. 

Jenny Hamer 
No, because my dad works for 
B.C. Ferries. 

Bev Caron 
No, because when I need or 
want to go off-island, I'll still 
do it. 

Luella Sinclair 
Probably no, because we don't 
go off-island very much. Our 
increase will be about 50 
cents. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Prejudice 

It has been amusing reading the 
letters published in response to the 
recent so-called "Communist 
invasion" of the student govern
ment at the new high school. 

Acting as an unofficial mediator 
for the sometimes conflicting parties 
within the student council I have 
been witness to the attitude and 
motives of the newly formed Gulf 
Island Communist Party (GICP). I 
am glad to say that they are actually 
quite different from what the scared 
and prejudiced authors of the pub
lished letters presumed them to be. 

I sincerely do not want to belit
tle the experiences some of the 
authors may have had earlier this 
century, and I am aware of the 
pain and destruction generated by 
the twisting and exploitation of a 
movement that was originally 
intended to aid the development of 
humanity. But I must remind these 
authors and anybody else whose 
hearts are bleeding for the children 
of Salt Spring that they are bleed
ing over their own experiences. 

The hilarious comic on 
December 14 revealed the mistake 
these concerned people made when 
first hearing of GICP. (It also 
showed some bad journalistic skills 
on the part of the comic drawing 
and editor who allowed it in.) 

It revealed presumption, or bet
ter said, prejudice on the part of 
these people. 

It revealed their wont to emo
tionally react to a well known word 
instead of investigate and clarify. 

GICP is not looking through the 
junkyard of communism as the 

comic suggested. I have found 
them to simply be a group of stu
dents struggling to find a more 
effective organizational structure in 
which to fulfill one particular 
dream. The dream being playing an 
active role in student government. 

Students being developing ver
sions of our adult population, it is 
predictable for them to mix self-
importance, irrational and anti
social behaviours along with their 
aspirations for a better world. 

So as it turns out, these authors 
would have been more effective 
and acted as better role models if 
they had instead of simply reacting 
emotionally and creating a fuss in 
the community, thought about their 
feelings, investigated, and in the 
true spirit of caring, worked to have 
a positive effect on their concern. 
MAX MILES, 
Student, GISS 

Support groups 
Thank you for printing my letter 

on people's attitudes toward cancer. 
You omitted a sentence that I think 
is important. There are two non
profit, self-help, survivor-run support 
groups that people with cancer can 
contact: in Vancouver, Hope Cancer 
Health Society, 732-3412; and in 
Victoria, Cancer Victors, 360-2988. 
RACHEL JACOBSON, 
Ganges 

Bringing back 
the salmon 

Thank you for the coverage of 

Scholarships 
For Girls 

Young women presently in grades seven to eleven and 
interested in attending one of Canada's most dynamic schools 
for girls are invited to apply for an entrance scholarship at 
St. Margaret's School. Each scholarship represents half fees 
for the year for day or boarding students. 

Applicants should have at least a "B" average in each 
core academic subject. Participation in athletic, artistic or 
community endeavours is also essential. 

Scholarship applications are now available and must be 
completed and returned to the school by February 17th, 1995. 
Selected students will then be invited to attend an interview 
and to write a scholarship examination at St. Margaret's on 
February 24th and 25th. 

For a scholarship application package or more information 
about the school please contact: 

Strfftla&atbts Sc/jt 
The International, Non-Denominational School for Girls 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 / Day and Boarding Students 
1080 Lucas Avenue (near Quadra and McKenzie) 

the salmon enhancement project 
on Okano Creek. In case your 
readers are interested we would 
like to update the information on 
the large return of coho salmon to 
Booth Inlet. By New Year's Day, 
over 30 spawners had returned. 
We had to haul in more gravel and 
as we spread it out in the creek, 
coho pairs moved in to spawn in 
it. We were totally surprised by 
the large return, because normally 
just one per cent of the fish put in 
a system survive. We only put in 
about 1,000 fry in 1992. Fisheries 
predicted a return of eight fish or 
less. This means that Booth Inlet 
could have one of the best salmon 
runs on the Gulf Islands. Certainly 
it had better returns for the first 
year than Cusheon Creek did. 

Early families who lived along 
the canal have told stories of such 
huge runs of salmon that their dog 
used to stack the spawned-out car
casses like cords of wood. Draining 
of the land for agriculture, damming 
of the creeks for irrigation and the 
years of drought reduced the fish 
population to almost nothing. 

The large new rearing pond 
could raise over 5,000 coho fry. 
The smaller pond we just dug 
above the estuary could support 
over 2,000 smolts on their way to 
the sea. Some day over 300 fish 
could return to this little creek. 
(Believe it or not!) 

It is unfortunate that some of 
Booth Inlet's watershed along 

You'll Love the New 
North End Fitness 

We Guarantee It. 
Get die personal care and attendon 
you need to help meet your fitness 
goals. Goals such as firming and 
toning, losing weight, gaining sta
mina, and increasing your energy. 
So you can look and feel your very 
best. If you are not satisfied within 
30 days, you get all your money 
back. What could be easier? 

Two Free Tries. 
537-5217 

Rainbow Road has been designat
ed suitable for light industry in the 
old community plan because this 
could once again destroy the 
salmon runs. We hope that the 
Islands Trust will be very cautious 
when planning this area so that 
negative effects on this delicate 
ecosystem are kept to a minimum. 

We would like to thank all the 
property owners along the creek for 

helping with the work and putting 
up with all the mess and traffic. 
This joint effort was another Salt 
Spring Island example of the 
stream stewardship that other B.C. 
communities are just talking about. 
KATHY REIMER, 
DEB NOSTDAL, 
MICHELE LAYARJJ, 
Island Stream and Salmon 
Enhancement Society 

KEN FRENCH 
GENERAL 
CONTRACTING 

Over 30 years experience 

For a free esdmate 
and a solution to 
affordable construction 
call 537-9942 

STUDIO 103 
HAIR DESIGN LTD. 

J Investors 
AND Misy 'Group 

are proud to present 
a unique and enjoyable 

RRSP SEMINAR 
Wednesday, Jan. 25-7 p.m. 

at 
Studio 103, Grace Point Square 

Listen to an 
informative 

presentation by 
your resident 

RRSP specialist 
MAFALDA 

HOOGERDYK 
of 

Investors 
Group 

yiMrix 
E S S E N T I A L S 

FREE GIFT 
of The Wealthy Barber Calendar 
and Matrix Hair & Skin Care 
pack, just for coming! 

SEATING IS LIMITED! 
Please call and reserve your seat early: 

STUDIO 1 0 3 INVESTORS GROUP 

537-2700 or 537-1730 



A I O A WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 1995 O P I N I O N GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

CAPITAL 
COMMENT 

HUBERT BEYER 

Munro's new Lexus: 
It fits in the garage 

VICTORIA — I have no use for muck-raking, and Gary Farrell-
Collins has done his share, but the combative Liberal MLA is pretty 
well on target in his latest scrap with Connie Munro, the Workers' 
Compensation Board's (WCB) chief appeals commissioner. 

Munro has been in the centre of a political storm ever since it 
came to light that she received more than $88,000 for "moving 
expenses" to start her 
job with the WCB. 

When critics said 
that $88,000 was per
haps a little rich con
sidering that Munro 
didn't have to move 
to Vancouver (she 
already lived there), the story changed a little. The moving expenses 
weren't really for moving, but were to help Munro wind down her 
law practice. 

I n the end, it turned out that she got the $88,000 because that's 
what former WCB president Ken Dye got for moving to 

Vancouver from Ottawa. The Liberals weren't the only ones ques
tioning Munro's moving expenses. When Labour Minister Dan 
Miller got wind of it, he sent a letter to then WCB president Jim 
Dorsey, calling the payment of $88,000 to Munro "appalling." 

For Dorsey, who was already under siege by the business commu
nity for alleged bias towards labour, Miller's letter was the last 
straw. He quit. 

Now, you'd think someone at the WCB was embarrassed by the 
whole thing. Not so. In a letter to Miller, acting WCB chairman 
Claude Heywood said: "The board of governors has been advised 
that (Munro's) business expenses were properly authorized and were 
representative of standard board policy and/or board practices." 

God help us all. It actually appears to elude Heywood that the 
question here isn't whether the payment of $88,000 for moving 
expenses that were never incurred was properly authorized, but that 
it was paid at all. 

One might as well dismiss concerns over the national debt by 
pointing out that every dollar's worth of expenditure which led 

us into the current mess was properly authorized and in accordance 
with government practices. 

Munro herself also doesn't appear to grasp the issue. Rather than 
admitting that perhaps the $88,000 payment was a bit out of line, 
she went on the attack, accusing Farrell-Collins of conducting a 
campaign of misrepresentation and innuendo. 

The moving expense affair isn't the only thing Munro is under 
attack for. Last April, Miller questioned a $10,800 a year car 
allowance for Munro. And just last week, Farrell-Collins released 
documents showing that WCB staff repeatedly warned Dorsey that 
the car allowance would be embarrassing if made public. 

Munro's explanation? The allowance was also negotiated as part 
of her original compensation package. She needed a new car 
because her Pontiac didn't fit the non-standard, small garage of a 
house she bought after splitting up with her husband, Forest 
Alliance chairman Jack Munro. The new car, a Lexus, isn't much 
smaller, she said, but "it fits." 

The way I see it, we, that is all of us who pay premiums to WCB 
or taxes to government, for that matter, bought Munro's new Lexus, 
because even though after Miller's intervention her car allowance 
was reduced to $7,200 a year, with the WCB paying for gas and 
insurance that allowance goes a long way towards making payments 
for her luxury car. 

What I want to know is who will buy me a Lexus? Last time I 
checked, I got no car allowance, nobody bought my gas and 

insurance, and nobody paid for my moving expenses either. 
And when it comes to car allowances, Munro isn't the only one 

whose transportation costs are heavily subsidized by the taxpayers. 
Deputy ministers, too, get car allowances of $500 or $600 a month. 

Do I sound a bit peeved? I guess I am. Seems to me that anyone 
earning more than $100,000 a year ought to be able to pay for his or 
her own transportation costs. 

And while we're at it, I also see no reason why MLAs, including 
our scandal-sniffing Farrell-Collins, get free rides on the ferries. We 
already pay quite handsomely for the MLAs' travel by plane between 
Victoria and their home towns. Why give them free ferry rides? 

As for Munro's accusations that Farrell-Collins is trading in mis
representation and innuendo, I suppose I can't blame her for not lik
ing it, but really, the Liberal MLA is just doing the job he's sup
posed to do — represent the public's interest. And in this case, he's 
done it rather well. 

It's time some of the perks paid to senior staff by government and 
Crown corporations are cut back or eliminated. True, the savings 
won't make much of a dent in the deficit, but it would send the right 
message to the taxpayers. 

More letters 

Chelsea 
O I L S C J C c o m p a n y 

Guest Cottages 
*% 

starting from $39,900 

For more information call Jim 
\ ^office phone/fax 537-1323 Home 5 3 7 - 4 3 3 0 J 

Relaxed guard 
We have relaxed our guard in 

this country. I hope glorious and 
free have not departed, for if this 
is so, we are in immediate danger. 

In 1990, a Satanist coven was 
discovered "at a property in the 
upper area of Ganges". A photo 
and story of it appeared in the 
Driftwood (April 25, 1990). The 
Driftwood was threatened with 
"charges of trespassing if the story 
was printed." Religious controver
sy ensued in the editorial pages 
arguing whether it was a Satanist 
circle or a witches' circle, and 
many concerned people wrote let
ters to the editor because they felt 
the basis of our laws and school 
system was being attacked and our 
freedoms were being threatened. It 
seems that before the discovery of 
the Satanist coven, Salt Spring 
Island was a little like heaven, but 
after the darkness was brought to 
light, innocence or complacency, 
however you see it, was lost. 

Scripture from the Bible was 
quoted and the result was there 
would no longer be certain types 
of controversial religious philoso
phy published in the Driftwood 
editorial pages. 

In the summer of 1994, a shrine 
to many gods (a torii gate, usually 
found in Shinto shrines, a Buddha 
under a tree, and a circle of stones) 
was built out in a farmer's field on 
Mansell Road. It was described as 
"a thing of beauty," yet Japanese 
agricultural students asked the 
question, "Why do we have it 
here?" (Driftwood, July 27,1994). 

The Driftwood (December 21, 
1994) printed a gruesome skull 
with a Santa Claus hat as a child's 
Christmas drawing. In northern 
Argentina, this would be described 
as "San La Muerte" (Spirit of 
Death) which many people wor
ship. 

January 4th's Driftwood pub
lished three articles on the latest 
craze, Magic: The Gathering. One 
of them quoted a witch as saying 

that "her own children do not play 
the game" and that "my sense of 
this game is one of power over — 
you summon up the powers to 
defeat the other person." It is good 
then, that these things have been 
brought to light, to our attention. 

And then there is the worship of 
no God or gods at all, but of our 
own powers and abilities to form a 
Utopia. In the fall of 1994, a stu
dent ran for student council under 
the name of the Communist Party 
and won. 

Thank you, Driftwood. If it 
hadn't been for the letters to the 
editor, we wouldn't have known 

that such a thing as the Gulf Island 
Communist Party existed, or of 
the many other gods that are wor
shipped here on our paradise-like 
island. It is a very redemptive 
thing that you do, to allow both 
sides of the argument. 

How much foothold does the 
enemy of our souls have? I will 
refrain from quoting scripture 
because somewhere in everyone's 
home there is a dusty Bible. I just 
suggest that you seek it out, dust if 
off and begin to read it, and then 
run to a church of your choice. 
JUDY GUEDES, 
Rainbow Road 

BLINDS 
GRACE POINT SQUARE 537-5837 £«££££ 

Make Us Your Full Service Salon 
M E N 

• Precision cuts 
and styling 

• Barbering 
• Beard Trims 
• Perms & Colours 

CHILDREN 

• Cuts 
• Braiding 
• Ear-piercing 

SENIORS DAY 
Every Monday 

& Tuesday 

2 0 % Off 
all services 

Men's & Ladies 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Graduation 

• Bridal part ies 

W O M E N 
• Precision cuts 
• Perms • Sets 
• Spirals 
• Permanent 

Colours 
• Semi-Permanent 

Colours 
• Tints • Streaks 
• Make-overs 
• Skincare and 

colour analysis 

See our full selection of hair care products, 
Matrix cosmetics and skin care formulas 

°/c 
P 
I 
I 
I — — w " '»•«=•»" ' * i i 
l Men's and Ladies Hair Care Products l l 

Must bring this ad. Expires Feb. 2 8 / 9 5 

1 r 
) • Selected 
Off Matrix FREE Matrix hair 

and skin care 
gi f t p a c k ($25.00value) 

With any hair colouring service 
[semi-permanent, permanent or streaking) 

Must bring this ad. Expires Feb. 2 8 / 9 5 

ymatrix 
HAit-SKIN-COSMETICS 

5-K- )• N*C-A-ft-g 

unit JBBIOLAGL 
by .Matrix t»»«mi*li 

M • A • T* r> • j •)( 

COLORS. 
STUDIO 103 

HAIR DESIGN LTD. 
Hair styling for men, women, children 

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 9-5 / Tues. 9-9 

2103 Grace Point Square • 537-2700 



Lg£i£& 
We Reserve the Right to Limit Quanti t ies 

VISA 

Friendly Carry-out 
Servicel FOODS TM 

Lots of Parking ^mmsw^ 
Available! rM 

Prices in effect Wednesday, January 18 to Tuesday, January 24,1995 
Customer Service 

537-1522 

Quality Value Service 

Smiles in the Aisles. 
Smiles in the Aisles 

are back BIGGER 
and BETTER! 

If you spot your photo in our 
Driftwood ad or in the store on 
our "Smile Board", then notify 

a staff member and we will 
enter your name to win 

A TRIP FOR 4 TO 
DISNEYLAND IN 

CALIFORNIA! 
Contest ends March 31/95. 

See details in store! 

SUPER 
ISLAND GROWN 

Whole, BBQ 
Chickens 

2J4-2* lbs. 
before 

cooking. 3 98 

FRESH 

Pork Steaks 

88 
10 lb. pkg. 16 

* SALT SPRING STORE ONLY! 

THRIFTY, CURED 

Bacon 

16 8 8 
10 lb. pkg. 

* SALT SPRING STORE ONLY! 

THRIFTY, IN WATER OR BROTH 

Chunk, Light 
Tuna 

184 g. 88 0 
TIDE, ORIGINAL OR ULTRA 

Laundry 
Detergent 

98 
6 & 1 2 L 7 

ALL VARIETIES 

Robin Hood 
Flour 

68 5' 
io kg. ^mmW 

ALL VARIETIES 

Thrifty 
Pineapple 

540 ml. 58 2s 

THRIFTY 

Paper 
Towels 

58 0 

Communi ty Chest 

NUMBER 8048 

Salt Spring 
SPCA 

You can help support the Salt Spring 
SPCA or any of the other 44 registered 
groups when you shop at Thrifty Foods, 

Salt Spring. Simply tell your cashier your 
preferred group at time of purchase and 

we will donate 1% of your total bill to 
your selected group. 

Here Comes 

THE 
BRIDAL 

FAIR 
Sunday, Feb. 1 9 

ACTIVITY CENTRE 

WATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Sendial 
537-1529 

Thursday 
9 A M - NOON 

ôoe-s 
If you are a senior and/or disabled 
person who can't get out to shop, 

let us do it for you! A special 
group of volunteers will be 

standing by to take your telephone 
order. Then we'll select the items, 
pack them up, and deliver them to 

you the same day. 

FREE Delivery on orders of $25 or 
more ($2 otherwise) 

Mouat's Centre, Salt Spnng Island STORE HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 8 am. • 8 pm., Sun. 9 am. - 7 pm. 



Quality, Valu 
Prices in effect Wednesday, January J 

Service Deli 
CHESTER FRIED 

Chicken 
Phone in your 
order anytime 

before 5:30 pm. 
and SAVE 10 

o, I 
FLETCHER'S QUALITY 

Western Style 
Smoked Ham 

Sliced or 
shaved 78 C 

100 g. 

GRIMMS RNEST, RANDOM WEIGHTS 

European Wieners 
or Pepperoni Sticks 

70c 
• "e r too g. 

CANADIAN QUALITY 
Feta 
C h e e S e Random cut 

THRIFTY'S OWN, BULK 
Homestyle Potato 
Salad 
IMPORTED 
Danish Cream 
H a V a r t i Random cut 

THRIFTY'S OWN, NEW STYLE 
Fresh Spanikopita 
P i e 2oo g. 

IMPORTED, RANDOM CUT 
Swiss Emmenthal 
or Gruyere Cheese 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cream 
Cheese 250 g. 
KRAFT 

Cracker Barrel or 
Mozzarella 907 g. 
PACIFIC 

Evaporated 
M i l k 385 ml 
DUNCAN HINES 

Cake 
M i x e s 500-515 g. 

THRIFTY FOOC 

We would like to welcome o 
opening January 18th, 1995 

Free Delivery Anywhere on Salt Spring, Mon - Sat on Orders of $25 o 



' T M Sooke 

vyurt Mf 

our 12th store location 
i5 at 6661 Sooke Road 

ROBERTSONS 

Jam & 
J e l l y 250 ml. 

MAPLE LEAF, EXCEPT WHITE CHICKEN 

Flakes of Ham & * | 2 8 
C h i c k e n 184 g. 

CHRISTIE, LESS FAT 

Fudgee-O or 
Oreos 450 g. 
DAD'S, SELECTED VAR. 

Cookies 700-800 g. 

HITE OR 60% WW 

Thrifty 
tread 570 g. 

AGIO MOMENTS 

'udding 4 pk 

ALL VARIETIES 

Stoned Wheat 
T h i n s 25o-3oo g. 

CHRISTIE'S 

Snack 
C r a c k e r s 200-300 g. 

ELECTRASOL 

Dishwasher 
D e t e r g e n t 1.8 kg,9oo g. 

>nt 

IVORY 

Liquid 
D e t e r g e n t 900950 mi. 

PAMPERS 

Diapers ft 
Trainers S*N 

RINA, REGULAR ONLY 

g 
t h o w s kg. 

HRIFTY 

parkling 
/ater 2 L 98 

RNE GRANULATED 

3C 
Sugar 
PAULINS PEER 

4 kg. 

AULINS PEERLESS 

Soda 
Crackers 4501 1 48 
ISLAND FARMS 

2% 
Y o g u r t 750 g 1 
OLYMPIC 

Yogurt 175 g. 

2/88 

ARM & HAMMER 

Toothpaste 75 ml. 

PERT PLUS 

Shampoo 250-300 ml. 2 
UNCLE BENS 

Fast ft Fancy 
R i c e 132145 g. 98 
UNCLE BENS 

Noodles ft 
Sauce 130 g. 98 
MINUTE MAID 

Five Alive & 
Punches 1 L 78 
ALL VARIETIES 

Kettle 
C h i p s 150 g. 

McVITIES 

Tuc 
Crackers 250 g 

Italian 
Bread 

QQc 

ISLAND 

Seed and 
Sourdough 

88 
680 g. 

Chocolate 
Chip Cookie; 

988 
12 pk 

Chocolate 
Ripple Cake 

88 

Savings 
REESES 

Peanut 
Butter 
Cups 

P100g. 

SALTED OR 
UNSALTED 

Whole 
Roasted 
Cashews 

100 g. 

CALIFORNIA 

Walnuts 

Crumbs or 

Halves & 

Pieces 

QQc 
t i t 

1001 

FOLEYS 

Pure Chocolate , 
C h i p S "A Quality BC Product" 100 g. 

Scotch 
Mints 100 g. 

Expo 
• • A delicious mix of 

I V I I X fruits & nuts 

Flowers and More 
One Gallon 
Winter 
Heather 4! 

3 for 
Carnations 

AJstromaria or 
Spring Cut 
Flower Bouquet 3! 

4" POT, ASST'D 
Spring Bulb 
Plants 

Tropical House 
Plants 
6" POT 

Mixed Bulb Pan 
:#w£*ey 

4" POT 

African Violets 

;otherwise), Same Day Delivery on Orders in by 2:00 PM 
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More Smiles... 

resh Produce 

Chiquita 
Bananas 

3 /QOc 
Nutritional Information: 

per 125 g. serving (1 medium) 
Energy - 112 cal./470 Kj 

Protein - 1 . 4 g. Fat • 0.5 g. 
Carbohydrate • 26 g. 

Fibre - 3.6 g. Sodium - 1 mg. 
Potassium - 447 mg. 

Percentage of RDI 
Vitamin C -18% Folacin -13% 

Vitamin B6 - 28% 

CALIFORNIA 

Marmalade 
Oranges 1.29 kg. 58 

CALIFORNIA, SUNKIST 

Blood 
Oranges 2 is kg 98 lb. 

CALIFORNIA, ORGANIC 

Potatoes 2 48 
5 lb. bag 

CALIFORNIA, ORGANIC 

Cilantro 88 bunch 

B.C., FANCY, C.A. f^k CQC 

Macintosh Apples^; 3 0 lb 
"CJL stands for controlled atmosphere. Apples selected for CJL storage are usually the 

pick of the crop. If you want apples like they've just been picked, pick C.A." 

A i98 
tCgam 

CRESTON VALLEY 

Russet Potatoes 
"The Creston Valley in Eastern BC is renowned for its rich soil and dry growing conditions. 

If you like Idaho style potatoes, you'll love Creston." 

1 10 lb. bag 

California 
Garlic 

98 
4.37 kg. 1 lb. 

"Our garlic is the freshest on the market The 
only thing fresher is if you grew ft yourself!" 

CALIFORNIA 

Head Lettuce 

CALIFORNIA 

Whole Dates , 
Pitted Dates 

Nutritional Information: 
per 100 g. serving (1 /5 bunch) 

Energy - 1 8 cal. /75 K) 
Protein - 0.9 g. Fat - 0.1 g. 

Carbohydrate - 3.2 g. Fibre 0.9 g. 
Sodium - 1 0 mg. Potassium -135 mg. 

Percentage of RDI 
Vitamin C - 6% Folacin - 8% 

A A ^ * *» • * •» 
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ISLAND GROWN, GRADE "A" 

Fresh, Whole 
Frying Chicken 3 per bag. 

1.92 kg. 

THRIFTY FRESH 

Beef 
S « l l | C w | g p RegularJ3eef STomato or Beef & Onion. 3.70 kg. 1 68 

lb. 

PREMIERS CHOICE 

I Veal Cordon 
D l o i i Mam & Cheese wrapped 
D I v U in veal. 5 oz. 2 18 
OVERLANDER, ASSORTED VAR. 

Bavarian 
Smokies 450 g. 2 98 
BONELESS & SKINLESS 

Fresh Chicken 
h l g h S 4.8lkg. Cacdalofe1- 2 18 

lb. 

THRIFTY QUALITY, ALL SIZE PKGS, 

Extra Lean 
Ground Beef 5.25 kg. 2 38 

CELEBRATE ROBBIE BURNS DAY! 
MADE BY PETER BUCK FOR t nm»lW* l» - ' 
THRIFTY FOODS * * • JU i»U* 

Fresh Haggis -. 
OLYMPIC BREAKFAST DELIGHT 

Sliced Side 
B a c o n 5oo g. Pkg. 
FRESH 

Boneless Chicken 0 
t Fillet removed. 7.23 ke. \ J Fillet removed. 7.23 kg. 

GRADE A 

Cornish Game 
H e n S Frozen. 4.37 kg, 

PETERS, FROZEN 

ISLAND GROWN 

Fresh Pork 
Picnic 

00c 
Whole Shoulder. 

1.94 kg. 
I l l 

Potato & Cheddar 
Perogies or Potato & Onion 

1 kg. pkg. 

WASHINGTON SELECT GRADE 

Prime Rib 
Roast 

7.89 kg. lb. 

FLETCHERS, SKIN ON 

Regular or 
Barbecue Bulk 

Wieners 

2.16 kg 

Your Home Grown F 
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More letters 
Repugnant 

Your "Back to the future" edito
rial (Driftwood, January 11) left 
much to be desired, particularly 
any glimmer of awareness of the 
island on which you conduct your 
business, and, in fact, of the world 
in which you live. Your own paper 
has had articles concerning the 
declining quality of our water sup
plies. Millions of people on this 
planet have grave concerns for its 
continued ability to sustain life. 
Yet your editorial was dismissive 
of environmental concern and 
shockingly lacking in respect for 
fellow members of the community. 

The members of the Sustainable 
Salt Spring Community Roundtable 
have, on the other hand, shown 
great respect and concern for this 
island. They have donated time and 
effort with the intent of service to 
the community. I hope neither those 
individuals, nor the hundreds of 
others on this island who give 
freely of their time and effort, will 
be discouraged from continuing to 
do so by your repugnant editorial. 

In truth, your comments left 
everything to be desired. 
DONNA TAYLOR, 
Cranberry Road 

Wrong 
conclusions 

After reading Connie Addario's 
letter (Driftwood, January 11), I 
felt compelled to make some cor
rections. Unfortunately, Ms. 
Addario's observations are not 
accurate. The wonderful thing 
about Magic is it makes no dis
tinction between rich and poor. A 
deck of common cards, with less 
than $20 invested, can yield a 
playing deck as effective as any 
$200 deck. The game is designed 
in such a way as to reward the per
son who best plays the cards they 
have, not the person who can go 
out and buy every card made. 
Sorry Ms. Addario, but there is no 
correlation between money and 
power in this game. You cannot 
buy a win, no matter how hard 
you try. The only thing money 
buys is more cards, and for those 
people who like to play, it means 
more options, more variety, and 
more deck combinations, that's 
all. Not power as you claim. 

Furthermore, Ms. Addario has a 
problem with my comparing of 
Magic to chess. My comparison 
was in the strategy aspect. Both are 
games that rely heavily on strate
gy, on the movement and counter-
movement of players' actions, and 
who best uses the pieces (cards) to 
their advantage. And sorry, Ms. 
Addario, I hate to burst your bub-

Our temps 
arc buiung 
and ready 

to go! 

CALL 
PDS 
TEMP SERVICES 
For competent dependable on-call 

help: office, shops or restaurants. 

537-5298 

ble, but there are plenty of people 
who make money off chess. There 
are rare chess sets, and they cost a 
lot more than any Magic card. 

Also, this "scam," as she puts it, 
is not "milking big money" out of 
kids. This game wasn't designed 
with kids in mind to begin with, 
but rather a young-adult, adult 
audience, where it thrives. It is 
these people, many of them work
ing professionals, who are spend
ing money on the game. 

So it is obvious your observations 
were made without proper knowl
edge. So often in our society people 
pass judgment without doing any 
research at all. If you had taken the 
time to actually see what this game 
was about, you would not have 
drawn the conclusions you did. This 
game does not encourage discrimi
nation on the basis of disposable 
income. This game does, however, 
encourage the use of the mind, and 
the creative use of intellect, which I 
for one don't see as being a problem 
when it comes to kids. 
ALEX KLENMAN, 
Galaxy Collectables, 
Ganges 

AIDS fund 
With 1995 in full swing and 

Christmas just behind us, AIDS 
Vancouver Island wishes to 
acknowledge the hard work of 
islanders in supporting the 
Holiday Fund for people living 
with HIV/AIDS (PWAs). 

Financial assistance is important 
for PWAs because the disease 
often forces families into poverty 
at a time when good nutrition, safe 
housing, complimentary therapies, 
and access to good health care are 
crucial to an improved quality and 
length of life. The Holiday Fund 
provides extra financial support to 
HIV-positive people and their 
families during a season when dol
lars are scarce and expenses high. 

The people of Salt Spring Island 
supported the fund this past fall 
with the huge success of the second 
annual night of poetry in Ganges 
during AIDS Awareness Week. 

Nearly $1,500 was raised by vol
unteers too numerous to mention 
and each dollar has made its way to 
individuals and families affected by 
HTV disease. Over $25,000 will be 
allocated through the fund in 1995. 
The commitment of communities 
like Salt Spring Island makes a bet
ter and longer life possible for our 
members and families living with 
HTV and AIDS. 
DALE WESTON, 
Executive Director, 
AIDS Vancouver Island 

Enough taxes 
In respect of property tax assess

ment, it appears the ability of B.C. 
Assessment Authority to keep push
ing property assessments ahead by 
leaps and bounds is a cash cow and 
that the citizens of the Gulf Islands 
and those of British Columbia at 
large are being milked dry. At some 
time this open-ended approach must 
come to an end before we all 
become property poor. 

Enough is enough! It is now 
time for all of us to speak out in 
unity and send a message to the 
Harcourt government, who profess 
to have the public interest at heart 
and who argue that British 
Columbians are generally enjoy
ing moderate tax rates. 

Recently an economist review
ing taxation across Canada pro
duced results that seriously chal
lenge this assertion, as I am sure 
would a large number of British 
Columbians. It is time for all of us 
to write to the tax assessor, the 
premier and our local representa
tive appealing 1995 assessments 
and voicing our concerns. 
GORDON McCREA, 
Woodland Drive 

Your letters are welcome 
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested 
to keep their submissions to 300 words or less. Letters may be 
edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to 
furnish telephone number where they may be reachedduring 
the day and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank 
you letters will not normally be considered for publication. 
We encourage those of you with computers and modems to 
write to us care of Raven Net. 

GLORIA OLSON 
Chartered Accountant 

539-5152 
Site 19, Comp8, RR1 

Galiano Island, B.C., VON 1P0 

Every Saturday 9am 
at the 

FULFORD MARINA ($2.00 per bag 
Call Laurie Hedger for info 653-9279 
Please support our local recycling efforts. 

vou know! 
• Ninety per cent of Canadian women 

will be entirely responsible for 
their own financial affairs at some 
point in their lives. 

• Women are significantly more 
concentrated in jobs that have no 
retirement plans. 

1 One out of three women retiring 
today lives at or below the poverty 
line. 
If you are a woman interested in financial 
security, come spend an entertaining 
evening with: 

Joanne Thomas Yaccato 
Best Selling Author of 

Balancing Ack 
A Canadian Woman's 

Financial Survival Guide 
Presented by: 

Carolann Sleinhoff 
and Pamela Russdl-Nyren 

Scotia McLeod 
Tuesday, Jan. 31, 1995 - 7:00 p.m. 

Empress Hotel, Crystal Ballroom - StO.OO/ticket 
Proceeds to Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation 

RSVP 389-2124 or 1-800-663-1855 

MAKE YOUR NEXT KTTCHEN YOUR BEST! 
Quotations cheerfully given! 

WE OFFER: - New Kitchen design - Hassle free installation 

- Outstanding quality - Versatile accessories 

Competitive pricing 

Visit our showroom at 
320 UPPER GANGES RD. 

CALL CHRIS DIXON 537-9222 

Merit Kitcli ens 
O u r kitchens don t just cook. T h e y sizzle. 
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More letters 
Control dogs 

Driving north along St. Mary 
Lake in broad daylight a few days 
ago we were confronted by a shock
ing scene. Two large dogs pulling 
down a deer which was desperately 
struggling to escape. I hit the brakes 
and the horn, and the dogs let go 
and stood on the shoulder of the 
road while the deer dragged itself 
into the bush on the other side. 

A few days later while walking 
the beach below Walker Hook 
Road, near Fernwood, I came 
upon the body of a deer which 
appeared to have been thrown 
down from the road. The animal 
had been hamstrung and there 
were pieces of flesh torn from the 
hind quarters. 

We have no way of knowing if 
this was the same animal or anoth
er one. In any case it had died an 
agonizing death. 

I am sure that owners of large 
dogs do not intend that their pets 
should be engaged in this sort of 
activity. However, when we see it 
happening on a main road in broad 
daylight, it is probably quite com
mon. 

Please control your dogs. They 
make great family pets but they can 
have a darker side in their lives. 
GARY COULTER, 
North Beach Road 

Dictatorial 
The current protests, in many 

areas, regarding the program pack
aging and negative billing prac
tices of giant Rogers Cable are 
well founded and to Rogers' credit 
they have retracted just a little and 
even apologized to their clients. 

Salt Spring Cablevision Ltd., a 
comparatively small operator, 
seemed to have usurped dictatorial 
powers as they went through a 
similar exercise quite a few 
months ago. My protestations of 
their actions remain fruitless as 
they are unable or unwilling to 
answer the questions I have posed 
and I will not hold my breath wait
ing for their apology. 

We are now receiving their basic 
service at $20.83 per month 
including taxes, as we have can
celled everything else. A more 
prudent approach will be for me to 
examine the alternatives and the 
moment they become viable to tell 
the local cable operator where they 
can put their low-quality service. 
EDWARD GLJSSEN, 
Don Ore Road 

Tempted 
by terrorism 

I hope you will publish this let
ter as one coming from a happy 
old man, because today I had good 
news from my daughter on Salt 
Spring (you had published my let
ter) and good news from my wife's 
doctor (her chest X-ray is normal)! 

These are the two most impor
tant concerns for me at my time of 
life and I put them (rightly or 
wrongly!) as my first and second 
personal political priorities. 

During my lifetime I have often 
been tempted to become a terrorist 
since editors often appear to give 
greater attention to enemies of 
world peace than to peace-makers 
such as myself who insist that 
global peace requires global patri
otism, if we want to establish a 
global culture of "good will to all 
mankind." 

Many writers seem to fail to 
realize in their own minds what 
"good will to all mankind" really 
implies at times like "Christ-
mass" — which has once again 
come and gone: to be followed (as 
before) by a resumption of the old 
dreadful practices of part-world 
patriotisms and sectional faiths 
based on theological myths and 

opposition to the wonder of being 
alive in an enigmatic and really 
astonishing and deeply enigmatic 
and mysterious universe as the 
home of us all. 

I am happy because I seem to 
have found an edilor (in the 
Driftwood) who has proved to be 
ready to let my voice be heard 
among the 5,(XK),(X)0,(X)0 people 
in the world who should have the 
right to be heard as citizens of a 
global human society which I 
predicate to be the correct basis 
for a new world social order (a 
federated world integration per
haps) to take the place of the 
despicable and antirchic world of 
selfish g;mgs called "nations." 
EDWARD GRAHAM 
MacFARLANE, 
Vancouver 

A l l p o w e r 

t o ' c o m m u n i s t s ' 
There seems to be some conde

scending criticism of a decision by 
a large number of students to band 
together under the "communist 
party" name. 

In a historical context there has 
always been an ebb and flow of 
political, social, and philosophical 
values — each movement inspir
ing somewhat of a reaction to 
itself, as we move along our evo
lutionary path. What may appear 
to the historian as human beings 
going around in "circles" is proba
bly more like "spirals". 

The current conservative revo
lution, with its "eye for an eye" 
and its obsession with the fiscal 
"bottom line," is somewhat of a 
reaction to the over-indulgent 
"Me" generation of the 70's and 
80's.They share something in 

FRESH 
PASTA! 
This week we are making: 

• Lemon Pepper 
Fettucini 

• Spirals 

• Tomato Basil 
Spaghettini 

LYNN&ZOE 
537-5236 

common, however, as both are 
somewhat "selfish" philosophies 
with their emphasis on the individ
ual. It is only natural that young 
people today in their search for 
empowerment, meaning and new 
ideas should do so in a "collec-
tivist" or "communistic" context. 
All power to them. 
WALTER DAVIS, 
Rainbow Road 

REIMER 
HARDWOODS LTD. 
727-2220 

is now located at 
4240 Commerce Circle 

call tol l free 1-800-665-6687 

• Hardwood and Softwood Lumber 
• Hardwood Plywood 
• Medlte: M.D.F. 
• Melamine: White & Almond & Grey 
• Plonlte Decorative Laminates 

Insuring the Islands Since 1928 
• Commercial • Residential • Tenants 
• Marine • Bonding • Travel/Medical 

QtJflqpkMi 
Complete Motor Vehicle Licensing Service 

> Drivers' Licences • Out-of-province Registrations 

"Islanders Insuring Islanders » 

Salt Spring Insurance Agencies Ltd 
GRACE POINT SQUARE 537-5527 FAX 537-9700 

SHOPPING AT 
SIDNEY SUPER FOODS MAKES 

CENTS, BECAUSE 
YOU SAVE DOLLARS 

OPEN EVERY DAY: 

g f f i * * Open 'HI 9 : 0 0 p.m. 

WE OFFER YOU QUALITY BEEF, MEAT PRODUCTS, AND FRESH PRODUCE AT PRICES YOU CAN AFFORD 

Prices EnecWe 

JAN. 17-23/95 
We b a n t 
the Right to 

limit Quantities 
2531 BEACON AVE. 
"Sidney By The Sea" 

FRESH FAMRYPAK 
BACK ATTACHED 

Frying 
Chicken 
l 6 j |S 1.48/Kg ft 
FRESH FARM RAISED WHCHf 

SPRING SALMON 0 0 0 
6.59/Kg A*77lt 
FRESH NO M.S.G. ADDED 
PORK OR DINNER 

SAUSAGES 3.7o/K« 

i 

1.68= 

CUT FROM CANADA GtL'A' 
BEEF CHUCK 

Cross lib 
ROOSt 4.34/Kg I T7 

BEEF BONELESS FAMILY PAK e t \ m 
CHUCK B1ADE STEAKS 0 4 ^ 1 » T / t 
FRESH LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 3.90/Kg IJ7i 
FRESH SLICED 
BEEF LIVER 1.74/KS 
FRESH 
BEEF KIDNEY 1.74K9 

.79, 

FRESH SHOULDER BUTT 

Pork 
Steaks 3.wKg i « 

BEIF BONELESS SHOULDER BUH 
K M ROASTS 3.70/Kg 
FRESH BONELESS 
,P0RK CUBES 4.14/K9 

1.68. 
1.88 

IMPORTED FAM1Y PAK 
BEEF BONElfSS STRIP LOIN 

Hew.York 
Steaks 1 0 " ^ f. 

FRESH SMOKED 
WHOLE SHOULDER 

Pork 
PlCniC 2.16/Kg Jnl 

MITCHELL GOURMET A a A 
SUCED SIDE B A C O N m l M 
LOGGO FROZEN a M 
SEAFOOD C O M B O S M B M T P 
CUDDY'S FROZEN ft AA 
CHICKEN STRIP IK 9 7 . 0 0 
CUDDY'S FROZEN 
CHICKEN NUGGETS i Kg 

WE ALWAYS PRODUCE MORE FOR YOUR FOOD DOLLAR AT SIDNEY SUPER F000S-WE ALWAYS PRODUCE MORE FOR YOUR FOOD DOLLAR AT SIDNEY SUPER FOODS 

N O . ICH IQUITA CHILEAN MEXICAN GREEN U.S. FRESH RUSSET I GREEN LEAF BUTTER 

Bananas Nectarines Peppers Broccoli Potatoes Lettuce 
i Wncninnlon Washington 

FRESH GALEY BROS. FARM 

GR.A 
EGGS 
Smali, dozen 

NABISCO CEREAL 
SHREDDIESBOOQ 3.37 
CARNATION INST. 
MASHED POTATOES soog 137 
CARNATION INST. 
BREAKFAST A»td.6's 147 
UPTON REG. OR 50% If55 SALT 99Ro A • m 

QMXMjOmMMKm 2.1/ PURITANS . . _ 
FLAKES OF CHICKEN 184a 1 . 1 7 
R0YAJI PAPER 
SERVIETTES 60s .77 
ROYALE 2 PLY 

Toilet 
Tissue 057 
8roll/plcg 2 

MIKIE'S ASSTD. 

Tortilla - -
chips 1 5 / 
454g 

LAUNDRY STAIN REMOVER 4> ff 
SPRAY 'N WASH m m l**l 
SUNUGHT UQUID 
DISH DETERGENT 950 mL 137 
LEVER 2000 UNSONTED 1 1 7 
DEODORANT SOAP BAR 2x95, 1 . 1 / 
DR. BALLARD'S ASSTD. 
CHUNKY DOG FOOD 652o 1.37 
KAL KAN OPTIMUM 
CAT FOOD At5td.i70o XI 
W.C BRAND 
CAT UTTER iokg 437 

ARM MCGAVIN'S KRAFT MACARONI _ •_ _ KRAFTSINGlf _ _ _ 

M BUTTERCUP A - r CHEESE £ 7 CHEESE £77 

BREAD wo J & l DINNER JL\I SLICES O 
White, 60% w.wbeot W ^ k W M Aidd.var. 175-2250 * ^ m 1 Kg. Except deluxe. 

OROWHEAT "ORIGINAL" 
BRAN'NOIA BREAD 680g 1.67 
AYLMER 
TOMATO KETCHUP TLayaeie 137 
ALYMER BOSTON STYLE 
BROWN BEANS 398ml .77 
DELMONTE ASSTD' CUT 
PINEAPPLE 398mL .87 
I CAN'T BEUEVE IT'S NOT 
BUTTER l.iitub 1.37 
WEST SOFT ASST'DVAR. 
CAN0LA MARGARINE lib .79 
KOOL-AID 

Kooler A _ 
Drinks 0 7 
3 x 2 5 0 m l 

MCCAIN'S ASSTD. 

Fruit 
Punch 
u 69 

DARE'S COOKIES 
CHOCOLATE FUDGE soog 197 
CHRISTIE PREMIUM PLUS 
SODA CRACKERS 450g 1.87 

KHAR 
CHEEZ WHIZ 5009 3.87 
KRAFT 907G CHEESE 
6K)g,M0N1EREYJACK,C01BY/.l/ 1 
UNCLE BEN'S ASSTD. 
FAST & FANCY I70g 1.17 
CHICKEN MAGIC ASSTD. 
SAUCE & COATING 1059 .97 
CHEF-B-AR-D ASSTD. 
PASTAS 425, 1.17 
PARAMOUNT 
S0CKEYE SALMON 2139 167 
NABOB SPECIAL 
BLEND 

MOnntctrl 300g asstd 

GENERAL MILLS 

HoneyNut 
Cheenos' 
400g 

487 
ASTRO ASSTD. REG. LIGHT 
YOGOURTi75g XI 

MCVTTTES HOB NOB 
BISCUITS soog 117 

ISLAND FARM 
ICE MILK2lass*. 
MINUTE MAID CONC. 
ORANGE JUICE 355 mL 

197 

DARE'S ASSTD. VAR. 
BRETON CRACKERS 2259 1.47 FROZEN CARNATION 

TATER GEMS 7509 
FROZEN SARA LEE 
LAYER CAKE Asstd. 369g 
FROZEN STOUFFER ^ t 

SHEPHERD'S PIE 270O 2 -27 
30TH YEAR OF SERVICE TO THE PENINSULA & SIDNEY AREA. HELPING YOU EAT BETTER FOR LESS EVERYDAY! 

SPIRIT DE-ALCOHOUZED 

BEER 
BEVERAGE 

pack of 
6x355mL 

+ dep 197 
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B.C. Ferries fee hike feckless 
An editorial that appeared in 

the Cowichan Pictorial January 8. 

B.C. Ferries' announcement this 
week that it's upping fares for 
travel on all its 24 routes seem a 
weak solution to the corporation's 
latest financial statement that 
reveals several of its smaller 
routes have been a veritable sink
hole for tax dollars. 

Yet minimal rate increases 
aren't necessarily the prescription 
when it comes to making a dent in 
losses totalling $23.3 million for 
the Gulf Islands service. 

Residents must come to terms 
with the fact that curtailing fre
quency of service to the islands — 
not raising fares — is the ticket for 
recouping costs. 

Travelling to Salt Spring Island 
from Crofton via ferry, it's easy to 
see why the run lost $1.4 million 
last year. The boat makes the 
return trip virtually every hour all 
day, seven days a week, some
times half or entirely empty. 

Is this necessary? 
Salt Spring travellers bound for 

Vancouver Island have access via 
two other ferry routes — they are 

More letters 
Assessment hike 
raises questions 

Looking at our new tax 
assessment (up 40 percent) and 
then looking at the new high 
school certainly raises a few 
questions. Why are there so 
many lights on at night? What 
are the heating and lighting 
costs of the new high school 
compared to those of the old 
high school? How much fuel 
(and money) was spent hauling 
at least 1,000 truckloads of top-
soil out and replacing it with 
barge-loads of sand to make two 
fields which are rarely used? 
When those field sprinklers are 
going full blast in the middle of 
summer, is that Maxwell Lake 
water being re-used or just run
ning into Ganges Harbour? 

Why doesn't the high school 
know that eating veal cutlets isn't 
cool? Financially and environ
mentally, the Salt Spring 
Elementary School design is the 
most sensible in the district. Does 
That mean we are going to knock it 
down? Are we going to have the 
luxury of an earthquake-proof 
education system when our coun
try goes bankrupt? Hey, I know 
the answer to that one! 
RICKLAING, 
Wilkie Way 

Canada 
and Quebec 

If you have ever had the chance 
to visit the beautiful province of 
Quebec, you will probably have 
already come to the conclusion 
that the unity confusion gripping 
that province is the result of a 
minority of people and the radical 
government they follow. 

It only takes a short visit to dis
cover that these people are just 
like you and me, so where does 
their image get "warped?" Why 
do some people scom Quebec and 
their beautiful language? There 
are probably many reasons, but 
one is the politicians who seem to 

be focusing on the negative sides 
of just about anything that links 
the English-speaking Canadian 
neighbours. But Parizeau's gov
ernment has a job to do and possi
bly they are taking the only route 
available to try to preserve 
Quebeckers' cultures, which is 
being swallowed by the fast-mov
ing, English-speaking world. 
Parizeau's government seems to 
be reaching for extremes, knowing 
that if they fall short of their goals 
they will still be left with enough 
room for change to preserve the 
French people's language and cul
ture. 

What effect will the tug-of-war 
between the Quebec and federal 
governments have on the Quebec 
people themselves? These 
Canadians are suddenly caught 
between two flags. The alienation 
problem could be overcome if we 
could accept two languages in our 
country in the future. In the mean
time, I wish that more English-
speaking Canadians would visit 
Quebec for vacations and get a 
first-hand look at the situation and 
make up their own minds, or even 
if people would read more about 
confederation, the history of 
Canada and about the Quebeckers' 
way of life. 
ALICE (BIBEAU) TESTER, 
Swanson Road 

ALL MAKE 
LEASING 

Frank 
Stirling 

With 22 years 
of experience at 
Wolfe Leasing. 
Frank is very qualified to you with your 
personal or corporate lease requirements. 

Call and inquire about lease specials 
on this new family vehicle, available 
for immediate delivery. 

New '95 Cavalier 
$1,000. down, rate @ $269.50/mo 

x 48m, T.D. $13,936 net of taxes, OAC 
TEL: 293-1 593 FAX: 291 -0409 

CALL COLLECT 

McKlMM 8c LOTT 
BARRISTERS • SOLICITORS • NOTARIES PUBLIC 

Serving Saanich Peninsula and the Gu l f Islands fo r 22 years 

McKimm & Lott has seven lawyers 
with a wide range of expertise to 

advise you in many areas of the law. 

Areas of practice: 
f a m i l y 

corporate law 

commercial law 

marine/fisheries law 

real estate/condominiums 

Ganges Centre, Ganges, B.C., 
Sidney office Tel: 656-3961 

criminal 

insurance law 

wi lls/trusts/estates 

commercial litigation 

ICBC/personal injury/medical 

Tel: 537-9951 Fax:537-4341 
Victoria office Tel: 389-0809 

by no means stranded on the island. 
Living on an island necessarily 

involves some inconvenience 
when it comes to travel. Gulf 
Islands residents should accept 
that fact when they choose island 
living over Mainland locations. 

In fact, reducing ferry service to 
the Gulf Islands would have one 
additional benefit: it would ease 
development pressures threatening 
to destroy the region's natural 
beauty. Island residents would be 
restricted to those who have come 
to terms with the necessary isola
tion of island living. 

. W F » W F » J J J » f F W » J J J J J F » I . P F J J U J 

ISLAND WELL DRILLING LTD. 
Red Williams, owner-operator 
Serving the Gulf Islands since 1959 

Call collect: 539-5339 

Advertising doesn't cost it pays!! 

Call today t o reserve 
your space in the Gulf 

Islander - 537-9933 

RRSP 
5 YEAR FIXED TERM 

8.75 % 
Ask for details at any branch. 

Rate subject to change without notice 

Duncan 
Mill Bay 
Salt Spring 
Victoria C R I D I T U N I O N 

746-4171 
743-5534 
537-5587 
385-4476 

Rock On! 
m * Clear crushed rock • 1" washed drainrock # Clear crushed rock 

Crushed driveway chips 
• Large crushed rock 
• Washed driveway chips 
• Concrete gravel 
• Coarse highway sand 

• 1" washed drainrock 
• 1 1/2" drainrock 
• White decorative pebble 
• Aquarium gravel 
• Wnite beach sand 
• Playground or masonry sand 

W E LOAD: 
- Saturday 10am - 4pm 
- Sunday noon - 4pm MSS 

DELIVERY: 
- Almost anytime 

SELF-SERVE: 
- Always Open 

OR BY APPOINTMENT 

Yes, we take 

RAINBOW 
Landscape Supply 

537-4346 
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Audrey Buitenwerf still fighting a long, losing battle 
By VALORIE LENNOX 
Driftwood Staff 

A stack of letters in a file in the 
Driftwood office and records of 
several advertisements placed over 
the past few years testify to Audrey 
Buitenwerf s detennination. 

But all the hard work didn't pay 
off for the former owner of 
Golden Acres Farm, who sold her 
Salt Spring property in 1992 after 
a three and a half-year battle with 
the Islands Trust and the 
Agricultural Land Commission. 

Fellow farmer John Stepaniuk, 
who dealt as a trustee with 
Buitenwerf's application to 
remove her land from the 
Agricultural Land Reserve, said 
Buitenwerf and her late husband 
Jake worked themselves into a no-
win situation. 

"The land wasn't all that high 
agriculturally," Stepaniuk said. 
"They built it up — they improved 
its condition." As a result, the land 
was assessed as good agricultural 
land by the land commission, 
which ruled against releasing the 
property from the land reserve. 

In an advertisement she placed 
in last week's Driftwood, 
Buitenwerf describes the land's 
original condition in 1956 as 
"swampland" which the couple 
improved through organic man
agement and a drainage system. 

"They were their own worst 
enemy," Stepaniuk said. "It is, in a 
way, sad." 

He remembers the Buitenwerfs 
as a hard-working couple who 
emigrated to Canada from the 
Netherlands after the Second 
World War. They grew various 
crops from a market garden on 
their five-acre farm. 

In 1974 the Buitenwerfs' prop
erty was included in the 
Agricultural Land Reserve estab
lished by the provincial New 
Democratic government. 
Buitenwerf says she does not 
understand how the property came 
to be included in the reserve with
out their knowledge. 

In 1989, following her hus
band's death, Buitenwerf applied 
to have the land rezoned so it 
could be sold at market value as 
non-agricultural land. 

In a letter to the minister of agri-
culture and fisheries about her 
application, Buitenwerf explained, 
"My late husband and I built up our 
property from the original five acres 
of swampland to the condition it is 
in today. We worked hard and very 
long and it cost a lot of money. 

"In the summer of 1989 the 
property was put up for sale and it 
was pointed out to me then that 
my land was in the land reserve 
and in that category the financial 
value was not very high. This was 
the reason for my application to 
rezone my property." 

Uses were already changing on 
some of the surrounding land 
reserve property. The Farmers' 
Institute was developing the fair
ground across the road and the 
school district had purchased a 
parcel down the road for a new 
high school. 

Yet Buitenwerf's efforts to get 
her five acres out of the land 
reserve and rezoned were continu
ally unsuccessful. "She tackled 
various levels of administration 
and each time she came to a dead 
end," Stepaniuk said. 

Although English was a second 
language for Buitenwerf, she 
researched the development of the 
Agricultural Land Commission 
and discovered the original intent 
of the legislation was to ensure 
affordable farmland for new farm
ers, not to cut the value of land 
owned by existing farmers. 

In concert with the land reserve, 
the provincial government had 
planned a program which would 
allow retiring farmers to get the 
value out of their property by sub
sidizing the purchase of the land 
by new farmers. The retiring 
farmer would get full market value 
for land and the new farmer would 
be able to buy land at less than 
market rates. 

But that program was never 
implemented. 

Stepaniuk was impressed by the 
energy and research which 
Buitenwerf put into her bid for 
rezoning but said there was little 
he could do to help. 

Islands Trust planner Linda 
Adams said the Golden Acres 
property was assessed by the land 
commission as class two, a high 
rating capable of growing a vari
ety of crops. 

Rezoning of the property would 
also have contravened the commu
nity plan, she said. The farm was 
surrounded by agriculturally-
zoned land and was part of the 
"rural fringe" of Ganges, Adams 
pointed out. 

Buitenwerf disagreed. In a 
November 1991 presentation to 
the Islands Trust, she described 
her farm as surrounded by agricul
tural land "on paper. The reality is 
my property is surrounded with 
commercial and semi-commercial 
enterprises." 

Stepaniuk felt that Buitenwerfs 
growing frustration made it more 
difficult for her to deal with the 
local and provincial bureaucracy. 
"She already expects there will be 
a negative attitude," he explained. 
Buitenwerf was so involved in the 
perceived injustice of her case, she 
seemed unable to accept the expla
nations offered by trustees and the 
land commission. 

On the other hand, Stepaniuk 
felt some of those who dealt with 
Buitenwerf's application and 

BRENT & CO. 
C E R T I F I E D G E N E R A L A C C O U N T A N T 

Les Brent, formerly a partner with the accounting 
firm Sacker, Brent & Co., wishes to announce the 
formation of the Accounting firm: Brent & Co., 
Certified General Accountant. 

With nineteen years of public practice experience, 
Brent & Co. offers a full range of accounting, 
auditing, tax and consulting services at reasonable 
rates. Appointments in private office or at client's 
office or home, day or evenings. 

121 T R I N C O M A L I H E I G H T S 
SALT S P R I N G I S L A N D , B.C. • V8 K 1 M B 
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appeal were not sensitive to her 
side of the issue. "There are a cou
ple of things that are emerging in 
our society. We don't have time to 
sit down and really understand." 

Buitenwerf eventually sold the 
property as agricultural land, 

receiving less than she felt the 
land was worth. She has since 
moved to Courtenay. But a two-
day transformation of the farm 
into a parking lot during the Salt 
Spring Fall Fair in September re
opened the wound. 

In her ad last week, she pointed 
out that she was denied rezoning 
since the property had to be saved 
for future generations. Yet now, 
she observed, die current owners 
can contravene bylaws by using 
the land for pttrking. 

1995-96 SSI DIRECTORY 1995-% 
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Personal Listings: 
If you are not in last year's Directory but want to be in the next one....lf 
your phone is not listed in your name but you want to be listed....If you 
live on Salt Spring and don't have a telephone but want to be listed so 
people will know where you are.... 

Go to the nearest bank, credit union or post office, find the black box 
on the counter, fill out the yellow "Personal Listing" form and drop it in 

the black box. We'll take it from there! 
OR 

Fill out the Business Reply Card in the current Directory and mail it! 

Business Listings: 
a) If you are in the current Directory, do nothing - you should automati
cally receive an information package early this month. 

b) If you are not in the current Directory, but wish to advertise in the 
^ ^4995-96 edition, call us at 537-2000 before Jan. 31st or come to see 
"^sat 105 Hereford Ave. between 9:30-4:30 Monday - Friday. 

Societies, Groups, Clubs, etc: 
a) If you are in the current Directory, do nothing - you will be called for 
an update; 

b) If you are not in the current Directory but wish to be listed in the 
"Societies" pages, please call us at 537-2000. 

Lions Publications - 105 Hereford Avenue - 537-2000 

Instant Bedroom! 
,,. 10:01pm 

ItJMf any room into a 
g u e s t r o o m wi th a 

urphy Bed System. 
Custom designed and 

(disguised as a wall unit 
[with m a n y f i n i s h 
and storage options, 
M u r p h y Beds t i l t 
effortlessly into place. 

^ • o a j m i i g H P 
iS V S n a l m a n A.\7**ntlA"'72PL.'7.1QC« 
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fSwinothimmurukm 
Years of tuneful practice 

DIVA-INE DEBBI: Debbi 
Toole plays, laughs and sings 
a heartstring-pulling opera 

ana. Photos by Graeme Thompso 

pay off for a 
Salt Spring musician about 9ebU Solft 

By GRAEME THOMPSON 
Driftwood Staff 

Everyone should sing. So says Debbi 
Toole, a Salt Spring Island musician, voice 
instructor and soon-to-be opera diva. She 
sings all the time: doing housework with 
her two daughters; gardening with husband 
Mark; even while cleaning the loos at their 

^rLakeside Gardens Resort. 
"Ithi think everybody should sing," she said. 

"It moves us beyond ourselves. It gets us 
beyond the mundane experience." 

Toole does not strike the casual observer 
as the type of person who coald have a 
mundane experience. And since she and her 
family arrived on the island five years agbf8 

there have been more of the extraordinary 
than the ordinary. 

Toole has always been a singer. From her 
earliest days, she sang Irish folk songs with 
family members, participated in local chojxs 
in North Battleford, Saskatchewan, and 
joined musical theatre groups. 

She studied the flute in North Dakota be
fore realizing she was really "drawn to per
formance" and the voice. On Salt Spring 
she teaches voice and organizes a madrigal 
singing group. It was she who put together 
the Chrisfrhas carol festival at the high 
school following the Festival of Lights pa
rade in December. 

She has given her own recitals on the is
land, most recently Love in the Afternoon, a 
selection of arias and music accompanied 
by pianist Chris Kodaly. Another recital is 
planned for June. 

Toole describes her voice as "dramatic 

soprano, not mezzo" and demonstrated with 
a short ascending-descending "Bra-a-a-a-
ve-e-e-e," ending with a trill. She sings a 
wide range of music, from madrigals to folk 
to classical and opera. 

She is drawn to French repertoire, which 
she describes as "ethereal." Brahms is a 
favourite composer — his heart was broken 
and he was a musical genius, she says. 
"The sense of line in Brahms is ..." Her 
sentence trails off as she arcs her arm 
through the air. This is the stuff of divas. 

Though she has been singing most of her 
life, there was a -
lO-y^ar hiatus af
ter a serious dis
agreement with a 
voice instructor. 
But when' she' 
camesto the west 
coast, she decided 
to approach the 
Victoria 
Conservatory to take lessons again. 

She approached Maureen Brad and 
"within 20 minutes, she had opened up my 
voice," Toole said. 

"She told me to open the top of your 
head. Sing the space, rather than the sound. 

"It was a thrill. We were both so excited. 
I started to cry." 

Since then Toole has travelled once a 
week to Victoria for lessons. They give her 
a heightened sense of awareness which she 
describes as almost Zen-like. 

"I never know I'm there until I'm fin
ished and I realize I've been to that place," 

she said. 
Each lesson starts with vocal warm-ups. 
"It's an opportunity to come together 

with yourself," she explained. "You're not a 
wife, a mum, a resort owner or worried 
about the gardening. You become very fo
cused." 

She does a few arpeggios — singing up 
and down scales — then perhaps some de
scending or ascending five-tone scales with 
some octave work to follow. It is aUpartbf 
"clearing out the attic" before she takes tip 
the particular piece or pieces she is workings 

"She told me to open the top 
of your head. Sing the space, 

rather than the sound. 
It was a thrill. We were both 
so excited. I started to cry." 

It can take up to 
six months to real
ly leam a piece, to 
get to know it "in-
Side out." She 
might spefid the 
whole afternoon 
on one phrpe; if it 
is pajJicaTarly dif

ficult. "At some magic,mcfment, it falls into 
place," she«saidr "a 

If the singing practice she does is hard 
work, that work has recently paid off. In 
November, the Pacific Opera Company's 
new artistic director called for auditions 
for the upcoming production of Giuseppe 
Verdi's Macbeth. Auditions are not nec
essarily held before every show, Toole 
explained, especially if the artistic direc
tor knows all the voices in the city al
ready. 

But last fall, there was an open invitation 
to audition and Toole went along. 

She said she was very nervous — so ner
vous she dropped her voice from dramatic 
soprano to alto. Her chosen piece was by 
Vivaldi, a beautiful song entitled Sposa Son 
Disprezzata. Toole described it as an 18th-
century "you-done-me-wrong" song. 

During one part of the/ audition, while 
Toole was trilling at the end of a phrase, 
the director shouted an encouraging 
"Good for you" over the piano. It threw 
off her concentration, she said;-but clearly 
the man was pleased with her ability; Sure 

"" enough, Toole was asked to join the 36-
memberi chorus. * 

She will play one of three wifches?-4— 
most of her friends have made one com
ment or another about that choice of parts 
— as well as a Scottish peasant. Under the 
rules of the stage •— and according to the 
actors' union, Equity -—non-union people 

**cannot sing solos. 
Her measurements have been sent off to 

Toronto for costume fitting, though she 
could not say whether she would get a wart 
for the end of her nose or not. 

The chorus has had only four rehearsals 
so far — the show starts February 16 — and 
Toole has a large binder of music to learn 
before the end of January. She has been 
working on the witch songs, which include 
a bit about "lizards in the soup." It sounds 
romantic in Italian. 

"It's going to be a hoot," she said of the 
show. 

But someone who likes to experience life 
"beyond the mundane" should expect noth
ing less. 

The Gulf 
Islander is 
on its way! 

Don't miss your 
opportunity to adver
tise in this successful 

tourist publication. 
Advertising deadline 
is March 3 - so don't 

delay! Call Jeff, 
Damaris or Carol to 
reserve your space. 

F I R S T • C L A S S • F O R • LE SS 

Stay for $59 and 
breakfast is free. 

•Winter bed 
and breakfast 
special includes 
complimentary 
breakfast for 2. 

•Friendly home-
away-from-home 

•Stay'n Save Motor Inns conveniently located in 
four of BC's most popular destinations 

•Beautyrest" mattresses, free sports and movie 
channels, family restaurants and more. 

•Coupon must be presented upon check-in 

Stay'n 
Save, 

I . I W I B I I D 
Vancouver Airport 

Victoria 
Kamloops 
Kelowna 

1-800-663-0298 
FAXIine (604) 273-9522 

•SingleOouble per night basis. Valid Nov. 1/94 to March 31/95. 
Available at ail locations. Subject to availability. Taxes extra. 

- . ^ ^ R V / U I I J F T ^ W , SATUItoAY,&SUNDAYONLY_ _ c u ^ _ 
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Blues jam at Vesuvius a session 
that was long overdue here 

-— Salt Spring Tours-537-4737 

By TONY RICHARDS 
Driftwood Staff 

Blues fans who weren't at 
Vesuvius Inn Thursday night can 
sing the blues themselves for 
missing out. 

Victoria blues musician and for
mer Salt Spring Islander Gene 
Groomes, who was accompanied 
by guitar player Roy Rhymer, 
hosted a blues jam at the inn. And 
the popularity of the event (one 
blues nut called 60 friends to tell 
them it was happening and it 
looked like they all came) proved 
it was long overdue. 

Groomes has been hosting a 
similar jam at Victoria's James 
Bay Inn for some time, but he's 
been playing music for a much 
longer period. That showed on 
Thursday, along with a talent for 
jamming: nice tight endings to 
smoothly-performed tunes delight
ed his blues-loving audience. 

The first question that came to 
mind after the session was why 
has it taken so long? The blues is 
big in Victoria and other centres. 
Given Salt Spring's strong musi
cal culture (Barley Bros.' blue-
grass at Vesuvius, jazz at Moby's, 
the Peelers at Fulford Inn, rock 
and roll at the Harbour House, 
Celtic at the Tide's Inn and a wild 

Wingnuts 
back again 
this weekend 

Spring has arrived because the 
perennial Wingnuts are returning 
to Salt Spring Island. Regulars at 
Moby's Pub through the last few 
years, their early arrival heralds 
another season of good times lis
tening to great music. 

James Junger and Bernie 
Radelfinger are both members of 
Vancouver's Bob's Your Uncle, one 
of Vancouver's most respected alter
native bands. They formed Wingnuts 
to play their acclaimed blend of neo-
psychedelic country folk. 

Sixteen years ago, Junger and 
Radelfinger were both Canadian 
Navy stewards in Victoria. They 
discovered they shared a musical 
interest and began their musical 
careers playing for the crews. 
They moved on-shore in 1982 
where they first started playing 
with Bob's Your Uncle and 
Wingnuts. 

The Wingnuts will be at Moby's 
Pub Friday and Saturday. 

Sieve Somerset, a resident o( Sail 
Spring since 1989 has been helping 
investors manage their money for 
29 years. 

For over 80 years Nesbitt Burns has 
been offering a full array of high 
quality investment products and 
services: RRSPs, stocks, bonds, 
GICs and Mutual Funds. 

For all your investment needs call 
STEVE SOMERSET Investment Advisor 

361-2417 (collect) 

NESBITT 
BURNS 

Mtmlier of the Bunk of Montreal 
Croup of Companies 

mixture at Rodrigo's) it is surpris
ing that a blues jam should be a 
novelty. 

The most popular combination 
on Thursday's stage by far con
sisted of Groomes and Rhymer 
along with Dave Roland (of 
Barley Bros, fame) on bass, 
Malcolm Shoolbraid on drums, a 
guitar player who prefers 
anonymity and a sax player named 
Scott. 

Equally good was the same 
group with Larry Bertram from the 
Cowichan valley on lead guitar. 

Roland's passion for blues was 
never more evident (he even broke 
a string — on a bass yet) and Scott 
the sax player was superb. The 
anonymous guitarist, meanwhile, 
was transformed from a mild-man
nered musician into a wild blues-
man before the evening was done. 

Teddy Cook and a group of 
younger musicians performed a 
good set but they didn't hit it off 
that well with the mostly-boomer 
audience. (Someone called it blues 
by Zeppelin.) 

If you missed it, don't fret. 
Groomes said afterwards that 
blues jams will alternate on 
Thursdays with the Barley Bros.-
hosted open stage. 

See you there. 

BLUES SAX: Scott th 
player belts out the 
Thursday at Vesuvius. 
Photo by Graeme Thompson 

e sax 
blues 
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THE CELEBRATIONS 
RESTAURANT! \ 

If i t 's your Bir thday or Anniversary, 
your Dinner (Entree) is 

50% off 
<fc 

and Dessert is on us. 
Tuesday - Saturday from 5 p.m. 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
537-5979 

Y^A Grace Pt. Square 

DORIC MOTEL 
Victoria's Friendliest Motel! 

BED AND BREAKFAST 

$39 sgl/dbl occupancy 
Enjoy complimentary breakfast 

at a nearby restaurant 

• Valid Until April 30,1995 
•Subject to availability & taxes 

RESERVATIONS - 604-386-2481 

3025 Douglas St. Victoria, B.C. V8T4N2 

Excursion Calendar 

Jan 22,29 

Jan 19,26 Victoria -Every Thursday 
Seniors $10 - Adults $13 
Cheaper & easier than taking your car. 

Jan 22,29 Mt. Washington - Sunday Skiing 
Bus, Ferry and Ski lift tickets 
Adult - $45.00 Youth - $39.00 
Child - $34.00 Senior - $37.00 

Because of our later arrival Mt. Washington is giving us 
special rates for weekends! 

Buy your tickets at "et cetera" ASAP 
We sold out last week! 

Feb 10 

Feb 11 

•Murder Mystery Weekend 
Qualicum College Inn 
Accommodation, Meals. & Bus Trip 

Who Dunnit ? 
$239.00 person (plus Tax) 
(based on double occupancy) 

• Pub Crawl- Saturday noon to midnight 
Victoria to Duncan 
Bus. Ferry , Munchies & Dinner $40-00 ea. 

Call us about Custom Charters 
Hourly, Dally or Weekly Excursions 

Private Parties, Group Transportation 

Tickets & Excursion Details Available At - 8 t C G t e r a 

For Information Phone - 5 3 7 - 4 7 3 7 

This week at the Cinema 
DUMB AND DUMBER: Jim Carrey's th i rd hit movie, after Ace 

Ventura and Mask. Expect explosive bathroom jokes and other 
doltish behaviour — that's the t i t le of the f i lm, right? Anyone who 
has already seen and heard the f i lm's trailer wi l l also expect lots of 
strange noises. Jeff Daniels shares the stage w i th Carrey in this f i lm, 
and according to one critic does some of his best acting w i th his 
tongue frozen to a metal pole. Mature, occasional coarse and 
suggestive language and violence. Friday to Sunday, 7 p.m., Sunday 
matinee 2 p.m, Monday to Wednesday, 8:45 p.m. 

THE BROWNING VERSION: Albert Finney is wonder fu l t o watch, 
just as Anthony Hopkins was in Remains of the Day. Both films star a 
great actor portraying a man who seems incapable of emot ion. The 
f i lm is so rooted in the Englishness of t radi t ion, the quality of 
timelessness that pervades much o f England still, that it is a fu l l half-
hour into the f i lm before director Mike Figgis reveals the year is 1994 
and not 1949. The plot surrounds a professor of classics too wrapped 
up in the past t o notice that his wi fe , played by Greta Scacchi, is 
having an affair w i th a brash Yank, played by Mat thew Modine. 
Mature, occasional coarse and suggestive language. Friday to Sunday, 
9 p.m., Monday to Wednesday, 7 p.m. 

MOVIE BUCKS ARE GIVEN OUT SUNDAYS AND MONDAYS. 

Island Video Hits 
1. True Lies (-) 

2. Maverick (2) 

3. Client (1) 

4. Little Buddha (3) 

6. Blown Away (8) 

7. Golden Gate (-) 

8. Troll in Central Park (-) 

9. Substitute Wife (-) 

5. Three Colours White (7) 10. Bitter Vengeance (-) 

On Tap at the Pubs 
MOBY'S Wingnuts, Jan. 20,21 

Salt Swing 'n' Dixie, Jan. 22, 7 p.m. 

VESUVIUS INN 

Barley Bros. Open Stage, Jan. 19, 8:30 p.m. 

Community TV Schedule 
Jan. 19, 6 p.m I'echo francophone 

Jan. 19, 6:30 p.m Learning Yoga 

Jan. 22, 3 p.m Keep Fit 

Jan. 22, 3:30 p.m I'echo francophone 

Jan. 22, 4:00 p.m Islands Trust workshop 11 

Jan. 24, 11 a.m Keep Fit 

Jan. 24, 11:30 a.m I'echo francophone 
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'Nasty/ marathon public hearing 
examines Gabriola subdivision 

"It was the nastiest, vilest, 
meanest public hearing I've ever 
seen or attended." 

That's how Salt Spring Trust 
Committee member Bob Andrew 
summed up three days of public 
hearings on Gabriola into a plan for 
rezoning land owned by the forest 
company, Weldwood Canada Ltd. 
The proposal includes amenity 
zoning bylaws which would allow 
the Gabriola Trust Committee to 
accept 1,800 acres of land in 
exchange for higher-deasity zoning 
on another 600 acres. 

Andrew, a trustee for just over 
four years, said Gabriola trustees 
Susan Yates and Julian 
Guntensperger were disturbed by 
the vehemence of the comments 
at the hearing. It was in session 
from 2 p.m. until 11 p.m. Friday, 
from 9 a.m. until 11 p.m. 
Saturday and from 2 p.m. until 
3:30 a.m. Sunday. 

"It happened. It went a little 
longer than I thought," Yates 
remarked, adding that she 
expected the public hearing to 
last two days. 

Andrew attended part of the 

sessions, sitting in from 2 to 11 
p.m. Friday, from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Saturday and intermittently on 
Sunday. He was amazed by the 
passion of the arguments on both 
sides. "It 's going to be an 
extremely difficult decision for 
the trustees to make." 

Andrew feels the debate has 
opened two issues on the island. 
One is planning the best future 
for Gabriola; the second is the 
division between island residents 
over the issue. 

"It was as rough as anything in 
the sewer war," he said, referring 
to the debate on Salt Spring over 
installing the Ganges sewer. He 
noted there were many personal 
attacks on individuals throughout 
the public hearing. 

"I learned a lot about public 
processes in public hearings," he 
said. Andrew felt more people 
spoke against the bylaws. 
However, he also felt the argu
ments in their favour were more 
reasoned. 

The trustees had planned to 
make a decision Tuesday but 
cancelled their meeting due to 

the amount of information which 
came in at the hearing. 

Yates said the Trust 
Committee will vote on the 
bylaws at a meeting Friday or 
Saturday. 

"I think I'm under a lot of 
pressure to say absolutely noth
ing," Yates said, explaining that 
she cannot comment on the issue 
or the hearing until after the 
Trust Committee meets. 

If approved, the disputed 
bylaws will give Weldwood 
higher density zoning on 600 
acres, some of which is water
front property. Under the zoning 
353 lots would be developed. In 
return, Weldwood would dedi
cate 1,800 acres of land in the 
centre of the island to the com
munity. 

The island would also receive 
an additional 269 acres of park 
land within the development in 
the form of trails, parks and 
buffer zones. 

Opponents to the plan have 
cited problems with water supply 
and sewage disposal for such a 
high-density development. 

Gulf Islands Secondary School 
Career Development — Alternate Programs 

TRADES MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 

The Gulf Islands Secondary School Trades 
Mentorship Program is now in operation 
for motivated young people wishing to get 

into the work force. If you are between the ages of 
16 and 24 and are disenchanted with what is hap
pening in your life and want to work towards a spe
cific career, then this program is for you. 

The program works as follows: 
The program matches tradespeople with students 
in a combined program of relevant studies and 
meaningful work experience. Much of the learning 
is done in the workplace. School credit will be 
given for both the in-school and work experience 
components. Credit of work experience hours 
towards an apprenticeship may also be possible. 
Career counselling and personal support are an 
important part of the program. 

How to become involved: 
Recruitment of students and employers is now 
underway. If you are interested in becoming 
involved in this unique program, call Joe Nitsch at. 
537-1174 or Scott Bergstrome at 537-9944. 
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ITVTITS 
The 

wonderful 
designated 

drivers in groups'! 
of 4 or more ' 

guests will eat free 
with unlimited 

pop and coffee 

UES MIGHT 
A new tradition was born 
on Thursday, January 12 

Every Thursday - Nark Your Calendar 

GREAT CLASSIC 
MUSIC 

Friendship and Fun 

SSI has some of the 
FINEST 

MUSICIANS 
January 19 - Barley Bros. 

Open Stage: 8:30 p.m. 

January 2 6 - Blues Jain 
Hosted by Neil Taylor 

Come for Dinner & 
Keep Your Favourite Table 

"SPECIAL LATE MIGHT MEMU" 

VESUVIUS UK* 
An/e^(/7^<^Cim -

537-2312 

PUB HOURS: 
Daily 11:30-12:30 

Sunday 11-midnight 1 

in 

WE'VE CLEARED THE AIR! 
But the Island's Best Food Remains! 

Now you may enjoy our great 

BREAKFASTS & LUNCHES 

CLEAN AIR 
Check It Out. 

JUMBO MUFFIN 
or 

CINNAMON BUN 
with coffee $1 99 

m m • h # f V ( p l u s G S T ) 

SPECIAL 

Hrs: 6:15 am - 4 :00 pm [Mon.-Fri.) 
7:00 am - 3:00 pm (Sat. & Sun.) 

Licensed - Take Out 

537-9323 
'Call ahead ... we'll have it ready for pick-up" 

Upper Ganges Center 
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Duck Creek now No. 3 
of Salt Spring's 
fish spawning streams 
By GRAEME THOMPSON 
Driftwood Staff 

Winter rains may not be very 
appealing to most islanders, but 
those involved in salmon 
enhancement love it. The rain 
means streams and creeks are 
high and ready for fish coming 
home to spawn. 

This week, Kathy Reimer, who 
heads the Salt Spring Salmon and 
Stream Enhancement Society, 
and a group of young environ
mental workers were waiting for 
steelhead trout to return to spawn 
in Duck Creek. 

The creek has now under
gone significant restoration 
and enhancement for fish, 
thanks to a grant from the 
provincial government. The 
grant from the provincial 
Ministry of Environment is 
paying for 10 workers from the 
beginning of October to the 
end of February. 

Kristen Elder said the "envi
ronmental focus" of the project 
attracted her to salmon enhance
ment work. She also liked the 
idea of working outdoors. 

"It brings community aware
ness," Salal Thompson said of the 
creek enhancement work. "If peo
ple can see the results of what 
we're doing, they might think 
more of island creeks." 

Reimer and her "E-team," as 
she calls them, have now worked 
on the whole length of Duck 
Creek from St. Mary Lake to its 
outlet north of Vesuvius. The 
recent restoration work means the 
three or four-kilometre-long 
creek is the island's "ihird-hesi" 
salmon stream, after Fulford and 
Okano creeks, she said. 

Steelhead and cutthroat trout 
have been found in the creek, as 
well as coho salmon. Reimer 
pointed out what she believed 
were recent salmon redds — or 
signs of spawning beds — in the 
creek. 

Recent restoration work includ
ed planting cedar trees and 
swamp iris close to the water's 

edge, putting boulders and tree 
stumps in the stream channel and 
building weirs on the stream 
floor. 

E-team crew supervisor Peter 
Andress, who has a degree in fish 
habitat and creek restoration, said 
the cedar trees and swamp iris 
would keep the stream bank sta
ble. The trees' eventual shade 
would also keep the stream water 
from heating up too much. 
Cattails, swamp iris and tree roots 
in the water provide protection 
from predators. 

Tree roots, sticking strangely 
out of several of the creek's rear
ing ponds, were chosen carefully 
and placed equally carefully 
according to guidelines put out by 
federal fisheries. The stone weirs 
— shallow piles of rocks which 
hold back part of the stream — 
create rearing beds above and 
spawning beds below, Andress 
said. 

"The biggest problem with 
coastal creeks is that they are so 
short. There is no time to gather 
enough water to be sustainable 
year round. Anything you can do 
to stop the water helps." 

Another ploy to slow if not 
stop the water flow is to put boul
ders on alternating sides of the 
stream channel, especially where 
it is cut straight through boggy, 
soft ground. This forces the creek 
to meander, away from the boul
ders. 

Thompson said the group had 
also "jackhammered" the falls in 
the creek. Before, a stony falls 
made it quite difficult for fish to 
get upstream. Now that the falls 
have been made more manage
able, more fish will get up the 
whole length of the creek, 
increasing the chances of a grow
ing fish return. 

Part of their work on Duck 
Creek included trail building and 
creek enhancement in the portion 
of the creek which is in the new 
park near Sunset Drive. The land 
around the creek at that point was 
given to the community by the 
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CHINESE ^ T ; 
I NEW YEAR W-*{ 
^SPECIAL DINNER 
Thurs. Feb. 2, 

Fri. Feb. 3 
Sat. Feb 4, 
Sun. Feb. 5 

Dinner hours only. Minimum 4 people 
per party. Regular menu also available. 
Reservations Please 537-2535 
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CHINESE RESTAURANT-LICENSED 
LUNCH Tues.-Fri. 11:30-2 
DINNER Tues.-Thurs. 5-10 

Fri.-Sat. 5-11; Sun. 5-9 
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 

Ask about our weekend 
DINNER SPECIALS 

Closed Mondays 

NEW AND IMPROVED: Duck 
Creek has been cleaned up 
and enhanced in its fish-bear
ing capacity. Here, from left, 
workers Kristen Elder, Salal 
Thompson and Travis Dealey 
talk with salmon enhance
ment society president Kathy 
KeimeF. Photo by O H M Thompson 

developer of Channel Ridge. 
For Reimer, the work these 

young people do ensures that 
streams like Duck Creek and oth
ers will continue to be enhanced 
and taken care of. 

"I want these kids to become 
future leaders in their communi
ties," she said. "They're going to 
be doing my work in 10 years." 
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in Town! 

EASIDE KITCHEN' 
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ADVERTISERS! Call today to reserve your space in 
Driftwood's annual Gulf Islander - on sale now! 
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537-9933 
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Driver, 17, fined $125 after 
$4,000 accident on Saturday 

An accident in downtown 
Ganges Saturday resulted in major 
damage to a vehicle, some damage 
to public property and a $125 fine 
for an island youth. 

The 17-year-old was driving 
south along Lower Ganges Road 
in Ganges about 11:30 p.m. when 
he failed to make the turn near the 
Pharmasave store. 

The large American car went 

off the road to the left, ran over a 
tree and hit a utility pole before 
coming to a complete halt. About 
$4,000 in damage was sustained 
by the car. The driver was 
charged with excessive speed rel
ative to road conditions and fined 
$125. 

In other police news: 
• A 22-year-old man was 

charged with consuming alcohol 

in a public place when he was 
found with open liquor in 
Centennial Park Friday night. He 
was fined $100 for the incident, 
which occurred about 9:30 p.m. 

• Three 24-hour driving suspen
sions were issued Saturday night 
between 11 p.m. and 2 a.m. One 
was handed out in Vesuvius while 
the other two were given to vehi
cles stopped on North End Road. 

No skip on vvrist for youth, 14, when 
preading judge is victim of hieak-in 

As a recent victim of a residen
tial break-in, Judge James Shaw 
was not inclined last week to 
merely "slap the wrist" of a Salt 
Spring youth charged with the 
same offence. 

The 14-year-old boy pleaded 
guilty to two counts of break and 
enter and theft in Ganges youth 
court January 10. 

He admitted stealing several 
items from a Mansell Farm home 
last August and an Armand Way 
residence on October 13, 1994. 
Goods included a stereo system, 
television, rifle and ski equipment. 

Justice served 
despite 
missing judge 

Ganges court couldn't be that 
unpopular. 

But on January 10, two provin
cial court judges were assigned to 
the Duncan courthouse, and none 
to Ganges. 

The scheduling error meant Judge 
James Shaw made an unexpected 
visit to Salt Spring Island, and 
Ganges court was delayed by about 
90 minutes. However, justice was 
not compromised, with all morning 
matters being dealt with in just one 
hour instead of the usual two. 

Shaw told the boy that some 
people had broken into his home 
on Bowen Island. "And you know 
what they took?" he asked. "They 
took my skis and my stereo. Who 
the hell do you think you are, 
breaking into other people's 
places?" 

He asked the youth to think 
about his question before adding: 
"That's no way to make out in 
life, let me tell you that." 

The judge also sentenced the 

youth to an unusually-lengthy 18 
months' probation with 50 hours 
of community service work. 

Three other boys were involved 
in the two incidents and pleaded 
guilty on previous court dates. 
They received punishments rang
ing from one year of probation 
and 50 hours of community ser
vice work to a $300 fine. 

The youth sentenced by Shaw 
was the only one involved in both 
offences. He had no prior record. 
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THRIFTY FOODS-
Mouats Centre, Salt Spring Island / Mon.-Sat. 8am -8pm Sun. 9am-7pm 

FLOWERS AND PLANT, 
You will love our large selection of tropical plants, 

flowering plants, hanging baskets, 
cacti and plenty of cut flowers. 

We're only too happy to prepare bouquets 
and arrangements for 

weddings and other special occasions 
Yes, we deliver and we accept Visa, Mastercard and American Express, j 

"Congratulations to last weeks lucky winner of a $30 arrangement" 
ROSEMARY PALBERG 
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Jonathan Yardlev - architect^ 
Serving the Gulf Islands for 

the past 20 years. 
Jonathan P.M. Yardley 

Dip. Arch, (ami) MAIBC. MRA1C, BI8A 

1121 beaver pi. rd., Salt Spring Island. 
b.c. V8K1X2 tel. 537-2831 
fax 653-9931 eel 246-7431 

v: member of the architectural institute of british Columbia 

Advertising space now being sold for our 1995 
edition of the Gulf Islander. Please contact Jeff, 

Damaris or Carol for more information - 537-9933 

CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT 

NOTICE OP APPLICATION TO VOLUNTEER 
AS A SCRUTINEER AND VOTER REGISTRATION 

Take notice that the assent of the electors is required with 
regard to proposed Bylaw No. 2265, cited as "Outer Gulf 
Islands Magic Lake Estates Water System Loan 
Authorization Bylaw No. 1, 1995". Qualified electors of the 
Magic Lake Estates Water System Local Service Area 
located on North Pender Island within the Outer Gulf 
Islands Electoral Area will be asked to vote on the following 
question on Saturday, March 11,1995: 

"Are you in favour of the Board of the Capital Regional District 
adopting Bylaw No. 2265, cited as "Outer Gulf Islands Magic 
Lake Estates Water System Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1, 
1995" authorizing the District to borrow an amount not to 
exceed $400,000 for the purpose of acquiring land, planning, 
studying, designing, and constructing pumphouse and treatment 
facilities, including pipelines and ancillary works and equipment, 
and providing that the entire net annual cost for the local service 
shall be recovered by means of an annual user fee, parcel tax 
and/or property valued tax to be borne by owners of land within 
the Outer Gulf Islands Magic Lake Estates Water System Local 
Service Area. 

YES or NO? 

SCRUTINEERS 
Applications to act as a scrutineer for those organizations for 
ana against the bylaw shall be received at the offices of the 
Capital Regional District (CRD), P.O. Box 1000, 524 Yates 
Street, Victoria, B.C. V8W 2S6 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. from Tuesday, January 24,1995 until Friday, February 
3,1995. Application forms are available at the CRD by tele
phoning 360-3128 or 1-800-663-4425 local 3128. 

LIST OF REGISTERED ELECTORS 
Beginning Tuesday, January 24, 1995 until the close of 
Other Voting on March 11, 1995 a copy of the list of regis
tered electors for North Pender Island will be available, 
upon signature, for public inspection at the CRD offices list
ed below (Monday to Friday, excluding holidays). You may 
also call the offices to enquire whether your name is on the 
North Pender Island Voter s List: 
Capital Regional District, Administration Dept., 524 Yates 
Street, Victoria, B.C. (8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) Phone 360-
3128 or 1-800-663-4425 local 3128 

and 
CRD Building Inspection office, 4605 Bedwell Harbour 
Road (Driftwood Centre), Pender Island, B.C. (8:30 a.m. to 
Noon; 12:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Mon., Wed., Fri.) Phone 
629-3424 

VOTER REGISTRATION 
Advance Voter Registration Closes on Thursday, February 9, 
1995 for the North Pender Island Voter's List. You may reg
ister on voting day as a Resident Elector if you meet the 
qualifications set out below, and, if registering as a Non-
Resident Property Elector, you have your certificate. 

Resident Elector 
You are entitled to vote as a Resident Elector if you are 18 
years or older on voting day (March 11,1995), are a 
Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for six 
months and in your community for 30 days. 

Non-Resident Property Elector 
If you are 18 years or older on voting day (March 11,1995), 
are a Canadian Citizen, have resided in British Columbia for 
six months, have owned and held registered title to property 
within the boundaries of the local community for 30 days, do 
not qualify as a Resident Elector, have registered before 
February 10,1995, or at least 14 days before voting day have 
applied for and received a certificate which entitles you to 
vote, you may vote as a Non-Resident Property Elector. 

Note: Only one Non-Resident Property Elector may vote per 
property, regardless of how many owners there may be. 

For more information about registering as a Resident or a Non-
Resident Property Elector, call 360-3128 or 1-800-663-4425 
local 3128. 

Thomas F. Moore 
Chief Election Officer 
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47 job-seekers respond to help wanted ad 
There is no labour shortage on 

Salt Spring, Brian Holshoe has 
discovered. 

The owner of Salt Spring Dairy 
expected six to a dozen people to 
call in response to his recent 
advertisement for a driver. The 
permanent part-time job paid 
approximately $800 a month. 

But after the ad was published 
in the Driftwood January 4 the 
phone almost rang off the hook 
with calls from 47 applicants. 

"I guess it reflects the employ
ment situation on Salt Spring these 
days," Holshoe remarked. "We 

were really surprised." 
Holshoe said approximately half 

the job applicants said they were 
actually seeking full-time work. 
But half only wanted part-time 
jobs, to supplement their incomes 
while they farmed, worked at 
other businesses or cared for chil
dren. 

Holshoe also thought many peo
ple are unemployed in winter due 
to staff cuts in the tourism indus
try. When he delivers to local 
restaurants and hotels, he notices 
the reduction in staff and in orders 
for milk. 

Buying site best means 
of preserving heritage 

Heritage cannot be imported or 
imposed, says Richard Goodacre, 
executive director of the Heritage 
Society of B.C. 

In a presentation to a small 
group of Salt Spring residents last 
Wednesday, Goodacre noted the 
term "heritage" can cover almost 
anything a community values. 
"Heritage is what matters to you 
in your area," he said. 

"We just use the word heritage 
because we need a blanket to lay 
over all these things." 

For example, in Langley where 
there are plans to change the 
area's winding rural roads for a 
highway-style grid, Goodacre 
noted heritage preservation could 
include retaining the rural roads. 

It is easy for people to recognize 
a heritage building or a site with 
special historical significance. It is 
less easy to recognize the com
monplace items which are also 
part of heritage, Goodacre said. 

Heritage can include a winding 
road, a local landmark, certain 
trees or natural features, culture or 
language. "It's very much a com
munity-based, local, regional kind 
of activity." 

Boom times can be the enemy 
of heritage. Goodacre recalled 
visiting small communities where 
the downtown core had not 
changed in 50 to 80 years. In 
such economic backwaters, there 
is no reason to tear down existing 
structures and rebuild in newer 
styles. 

But in cities like Prince George 
and Kelowna, Goodacre said, 
building booms have replaced 
many of those communities' dis
tinctive buildings with modern 
structures typical of any North 
American city. 

On a visit to Prince George, 
Goodacre said, he saw pho
tographs of 1930s and 1940s art 
deco-style structures which once 
existed in the northern city. Now, 

he said, those buildings have been 
torn down. 

"What's driving this is the 
opportunity to make money. 
Everybody wants to make 
money," he observed. 

Once redevelopment of a com
munity is started, it can be diffi
cult to control. Goodacre likened 
the process to hiring a contractor 
to build a shed in the backyard of 
a home. When the homeowner 
returns, the home is gone, the lot 
is levelled and a new road leads to 
a beautifully constructed shed. 

The homeowner may have 
wanted to keep the house but once 
the construction starts, the builder 
is in control, Goodacre observed. 

Modern technology is putting 
increased pressures on small 
towns since people can now live 
in these communities while tele
commuting to work in the city. 

Everyone agrees heritage is 
important, Goodacre said. But 
when decisions are being made by 
local governments, heritage is usu
ally not the first consideration. "In 
political reality, it is on the list but 
it is way down the list." 

One of the most effective ways 
to preserve heritage is to buy the 
site or building, Goodacre said. 
As an example, he described a 
rural schoolhouse which had been 
preserved by a group of volun
teers. 

Sometimes individuals can 
work with local government or 
with property owners to preserve 
certain valued features, Goodacre 
said. Provincial legislation passes 
the power to preserve heritage to 
local government, including the 
Islands Trust. 

On January 31, as part of the 
community plan review, the 
Islands Trust is holding a work
shop on preservation of special 
places on Salt Spring. It will be 
held from 7 to 10 p.m. in the 
Anglican Centre. 

When you're in Victoria 
stay overnight and return in the daylight 
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Coming to Victoria, for 
shopping, a performance at 

the Royal Theatre (across the 
street), toe are right downtown, 

one of the best bcations 
in Victoria, near everything. 
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• FREE PARKING 
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tliis ad - Expires February 28/95 

Toll Free Reservations: 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 1 - 4 1 1 5 

Phone: (604) 385-6787 Fax: (604) 385-5800 

"So many people are seasonally 
unemployed right now," he said. 

Another employer also received 
a relatively high response to his 
January 4 advertisement for a 
waiter or waitress. Approximately 
eight people applied for the job at 
Dagwood's, co-owner Chuck 
Beasley said. 

The job pays slightly more than 
minimum wage, he observed. 
Seven to eight responses is more 
than he expects at this time of 
year. "The least I've had is zero, 
but not lately." 

The best time to hire staff is in 

May, he says, when students are 
looking for work. 

"The most I've ever had is 73 
for a waitress position." He said 
that influx of applicants occurred a 
decade ago. 
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