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Gulf Islands Secondary School

A commitment to learning

Gulf Islands Secondary School, a community
asset that provides a centre for ongoing learning
and a focus for community recreation and other
activities, will open officially this week.

But the campus-like school, located just outside
Ganges on Rainbow Road, is already home to
nearly 700 Gulf Islands students since its doors
opened for classes in September. The new facility
is the most modern in British Columbia, and has
been designed with the future in mind.

Built at a cost of slightly more than $13 million,
Gulf Islands Secondary represents the biggest
building project ever undertaken by the Gulf
Islands School District. It is also the most ambi-
tious, considering its high-tech, fibre-optic wiring,

ground source heating and campus design.

The school is divided into the four main subject
areas that form the basis of the school’s curricu-
lum. Communications and Global Awareness,
Fitness and Expression, Scientific Inquiry and
Applied Technology, and Research and Resources
each occupy separate parts of the school.

A centrally-located multi-purpose area, with its
high ceiling and soft decor, creates a comfortable
meeting and work area for students. Classrooms
built in two wings extending to the east take
advantage of the availability of natural light for
every room. :

At the other end of the complex sits a gymnasi-
um large enough for two regulation-size volleyball

courts, along with a large spectators’ mezzanine.
Its suitability for community use is enhanced by
the presence of a kitchen and cafeteria at one end.

Qutside, two new soccer fields add tremendous-
ly to existing recreational facilities on the island.

Gulf Islands Secondary School stands as a mon-
ument to mankind’s commitment to learning. Not
only is it designed for the education of our youth,
but for the ongoing educational needs of the com-
munity.

When the first graduates walk out the doors at
the end of this school year, those doors will not
close behind them. They will remain open as a
symbol of our belief that learning is a lifelong
process.

A supplement
tothe
Gulf Islands Driftwood
October 12, 1994
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Community input creates new school’s vision

If a book is ever written about creating
the new Gulf Islands Secondary School
(GISS), it will be complicated, compelling
and have many, many contributors.

It will include advice to other communities
pursuing their own vision of what an educa-
tional facility should be, and a vital strand of
that advice will be: “Do not be deterred by
roadblocks. Maintain your vision.”

Gulf Islands School Board chairwoman
Allisen Lambert has lived with the new
school vision for the past four years, and is
a major author of its story.

The real work began five years ago, she
says, after a meeting of interested communi-
ty members reviewed Ganges school sites
and the district’s projected growth in enrol-
ment. From that meeting and other research,
the Gulf Islands School Board requested
education ministry funding for a replace-
ment high school in 1989.

Funding was approved by the ministry early
in 1990, and the “Ganges site steering com-
mittee” was established. That group, led by
trustee Charles Bazzard, was primarily
charged with the task of finding a suitable
location for the school. It included representa-
tives from the school district, students, GISS
staff, parents and various community organi-
zations.

The committee’s first recommendation
was the purchase of property in the
Agricultural Land Reserve on Rainbow Road
near a Kanaka Road lot already in school dis-
trict hands. Purchase of lots from Mary
Girard and Al and Carol Gear was completed
in October of 1990, with the property then

being rezoned by the Islands Trust to accom-
modate school use in an agricultural zone.

Architects’ proposals were sought by the
school board in the spring of 1990 and the
Victoria firm of Marshall Garyali Architects
was selected. Throughout 1990 and 1991, the
steering committee met several times and dis-
cussed five major themes. They were: the
school’s atmosphere; community involve-
ment; school design; recreation and programs.

According to Lambert, “most discussion
centred on use of the facility by the com-
munity for recreational purposes.
Regarding the school design and atmos-
phere, the committee emphasized the need
to have the building look like it was appro-
priate for Salt Spring and be environmen-
tally sensitive.”

“New School Awareness Week” took
place during the last week of November
in 1990. GISS students were surveyed
extensively about what they wanted to
see in a new secondary school. Data
Processing 11 students compiled the
results in a 20-page document. Many
students’ wish list items were inco
rated, noted Lambert, including the cafe-
teria requested by 99 per cent of those
surveyed, a lounge area (77 per cent)
and a larger gymnasium (50 per cent).

An all-day community meeting wound up
“awareness week” and the major input-gath-
ering portion of the process.

Initial drawings and the first model of the
new GISS was unveiled by Shiv Garyali
and Donovan Marshall in October of 1991,
and offered for public display and comment.

The GISS Gazette is published by Driftwood Publishing Ltd., publishers of the
Gulf Islands Driftwood, a community newspaper serving the Gulf Islands.

Cover photo: From left, hospitality program students Allyn Thomas, Cheryl
David, Tony Eyles and Allyson MacKinnon.

Box 250,
Ganges, B.C. VOS 1E0
(604) 537-9933

The “new school planning coordinating
committee” was the next group formed to
spearhead developments. It consisted of
GISS principal Eric McMahon, superinten-
dent of schools Mike Marshall, secretary-
treasurer Ken Starling, Lambert, and then-
school board chairman Charles Bazzard.

At the same time, McMahon chaired a
school staff committee during the 1991/92
school year to develop a new educational
program for GISS. That effort resulted in a
fresh approach to grouping subjects, a

education ministry were also required to create
the envisioned school within the constraints of
finite dollars and “the ministry book.”

Lambert said it took “hundreds” of small
group meetings to fine tune the details, espe-
cially since much of what the new school
committee wanted was unprecedented.

And when ministry staff told committee
members, “You can’t do this because . . . ”,
Lambert said their response was, “But we
need to do this because .

“All alongwe_]usl keptdomgllus, she said.

revised philosophy and plan
for how GISS could best
adapt to a rapidly-changing |
future.

Lambert said much time
was spent reviewing "the
latest” in educational prac-
tices and research and
incorporating that into plan- |
ning for the new school. f

Parents advisory counci
members were of grea
assistance by providing
feedback throughout the %
planning process, she said. |

Lambert also praised
chief architect Shiv Garyali.

“We were very fortunate
in our choice of architects
because he took a personal
interest in ensuring everything was the best
it could possibly be,” she said. “He spent
countless hours with us on this.”

Lambert said Garyali showed remarkable
patience and constant willingness to consult
with staff and relevant parties.

“He never lost his cool or his sense of ‘It
will all work out.”

Like any major undertaking, the project
hit a few obstacles on its way to comple-
tion. Coping with a reduction in square
metres the education mi would fund -
from 9,260 to 8,276 — was one of the first
hurdles to scale. A variety of obstacles
pushed the original opening date of
September 1993 to January and then
September of 1994.

Intense negotiations with the provincial

Allison Labeﬁ

A larger gymnasium,

practical space for the
applied technology depart-
ment and the cafeteria
with teaching kitchen are
three examples of where
the ministry’s “book” was
stretched just enough to
meet Gulf Islands aspira-
|| tions.
Site preparation began
| in May of 1992, with
Fitzpatrick Contracting of
Surrey receiving the con-
tract to prepare the proper-
ty for construction.

Actes Construction Ltd.
of Vancouver was award-
ed the building contract as
low bidder and work
began early in 1993. Tender cost of the pro-
ject was $13,165,000.

Brian Jones was Actes’ site superinten-
dent. In June he said the project had gone
well, with the major challenge on any pro-
ject of this scale being coordination of the
numerous sub-trades.

“Over time they become part of a team and
it is satisfying when that happens,” he said.

Several Salt Spring residents contributed -
their skills to creation of the school build-
ings, and Jones estimated a peak work force
of 60 to 70 people at a time.

Lambert credits the timing of project tender-
ing, determination, some luck and infinite
hours of hard work by many dedicated individ-
uals for giving the Gulf Islands a school certain

loamadNorthAmencawndcattenugl o

ACTES

Actes
Construction Eng. Ltd.

1672 West 75th Avenue
Vancouver, B.C.
V6P 6G2

Tel: 261-4713

ACTES

Construction Engineering Ltd.

General Contractors * Project Managers

Fax: 261-3153

Congratulations to
School District #64
and our Consultants
on the successful
completion
of the new
Gulf Island
Secondary
School

Project

Pace-West Mechanical

congratulates School District #64
on their choice of competitive
open-shop contractors for the
construction of the Gulf Islands
Secondary School.

Pace-West Mechanical is
proud to be part of the team
that completed this project on
time, on budget and ‘without

labour disputes. : E
Pace-West Mechanicii,td.
Nanaimo ¥
756-9888 -.?1
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Philosophical changes
prepare new school
for 21st century

Changes to the Rainbow Road land-
scape and the construction of Gulf
Islands Secondary School (GISS) could
not go unnoticed during the past two and
a half years.

An equally-important but less visible
transformation was also taking place in the
restructuring of school philosophy and
programs.

GISS principal Eric McMahon worked
arduously with a staff committee to over-
haul existing courses and
programs where needed,

“Research and resources” describes all
services supporting learners, including the
library, counselling and learning assis-
tance programs.

Books are still the information centre’s
staple commodity, but videos and software
programs are also found here, and students
can go “on-line” by connecting with other
information sources.

But it’s not only department terminology
that has dressed up for the new facility.

Taking advantage of

and devise a system
appropriate for the 21st
century and a new com-
munity learning facility.
GISS is now divided

GISS students
are officially
recognized as

technology and the latest
in learning theory, GISS
now teaches people in a
variety of ways. There are
spaces for large group lec-
tures, small seminars, indi-
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English, history and psy-
chology classes — and

individual needs.

alternate graduating and
correspondence programs

business education and
language courses.

Physical education and fine and perform-
ing arts students are in the “fitness and
expression” department.

Students in mathematics, science,
woodwork, agriculture or computer sci-
ence courses are working under the “sci-
entific inquiry and applied technology”
umbrella. By combining the theoretical
and practical in the same area, students
are more apt to see the purpose of course
material when it is being applied in a
woodworking or materials design shop,
for example. :

are also in place at GISS,
working in conjunction with the school’s
other departments.

GISS students are officially recognized as
being from all ages and backgrounds, and
having a range of individual needs.
Emerging flexibility in school programs and
systems can help meet those needs.

The school's broad goal is to create “edu-
cated citizens” who are, among other things,
cooperative, productive, creative, critical
thinkers “aware of the rights and prepared to
exercise the responsibilities of an individual
within the family, the community, Canada
and the world.” ’ '
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congratulates

School District 64
(Gulf Islands)

on the Opening of

Guli Islands
Secondary
School

PROUD SUPPLIERS OF FLOORCOVERINGS TO
THE NEW GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL

ISLAND
FLOOR CENTRE LTD.

Quality Floorcoverings for Commercial and Residential Use.
3375 Tennyson Ave., Victoria, B.C.

475-3323
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SCHOOL’S OUT: Students file out of main entrance of new Gulf Islands
Secondary School. The doorway leads in to the school’s meeting place, a popu-
lar area among students.

Marshall

& Garyali
ARCHITECTS

1009 LANGLEY STREET
VICTORIA, B.C. VEW 1V7
604-388-7371
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DISCOVERY

Learning Services

Helping You Make the Difference...

Educators are just beginning to appreciate the potential of
computers, learning resource software, multi-media and electronic

communications - the tools o of the information age - for
greatly enhanced learning in _ % our schools.

Today’s students show a powerful affinity for
computer-based ; learning: a sense, we

believe, of being in ¢
skills that will help
lives.
The challenge of using
to its full potential in

Discovery Learning Services is heping educators to meet that challenge.

control, of acquiring
them to enjoy richer

- information technology
education is still before us.

Congratulations on the opening of the new
Gulf Islands Secondary School
“We're proud to help make the difference”

BCTEL

“ Advanced Communications

DISCOVERY

Learning Services

220 - 4243 Glanford Avenue, Victoria, B.C. V8Z 4B9
Tel.: 380-ABCD (2223) Fax 388-8889
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IN THE BAND ROOM: Music instructor Wendy Milton with music students in

Award-winning design
should make students
glad to be in school

Gulf Islands Secondary School (GISS)
is more than a collection of buildings, but
without those new and glowing hallowed
halls there would be somewhat less
excitement about this 1994/95 school
year.

The 8,279 square-metre (89,000-square-
foot) school was designed after a thor-
ough round of public input and research,
and the result is a campus characterized
by innovation, remarkable beauty, envi-
ronmental sensitivity and technological
wizardry.

And it has already received its first
official honour. The architectural firm of
Marshall & Garyali received a 1993
“project of distinction™ award at the
North American Council of Educational
Facility Planners, International
Exhibition of School Architecture held
in Toronto.

Architect Shiv Garyali speaks warmly of
the project that dominated his work since
mid-1990, often referring to the original
vision sown by interactions with students,
staff, parents, school board and community
members.

“We hope the students will be glad to be
there,” he said.

As Garyali recalls, input provided during
the school’s planning stages forged a desire
to liberate the school from a stifling institu-
tional dark cloud. People also wanted a
school that reflected uniquely Gulf Islands
values and lifestyle.

Garyali said that prompted consideration
of environmental issues — minimizing the
school’s impact on surrounding areas, mak-
ing it energy efficient and a healthy place
for students and staff.

Overhead light fixtures disbursing indi-
rect lighting reduce the negative effects of
direct fluorescent lighting.

Providing as much natural light as possi-
ble through windows was one way to
achieve both environmental and de-institu-
tionalizing goals. The resulting “openness”
of the school is a feature students and com-
munity members have been talking about
with enthusiasm.

Some classroom windows face not only
outside into landscaped courtyards, school
fields or surrounding trees, but sometimes
into hallways.

The school is physically divided into sec-
tions corresponding to general program
areas: Fitness and Expression; Scientific
Inquiry and Applied Technology; Research
and Resources; and Global Awareness and
Communication.

That translates into classrooms of varying
sizes and shapes for all standard subjects,
business education and career preparation
areas, science labs, plant growing room,
workshop areas for design and production
of manufactured goods, music, art, textiles
and drama rooms as well as a teaching

kitchen and cafeteria for students, staff and
community.

Recognizing that socializing is a signifi-
cant part of educational life led to a
greater emphasis on “social spaces” like
the multi-purpose room and cafeteria, said
Garyali.

The multi-purpose room forms the
school’s physical heart as a daily meeting
and studying space connecting the two aca-
demic wings of the campus. Some arts per-
formances and assemblies will also take
place here.

Placing lockers in out-of-the-way areas
was also designed to make informal meeting
easier and the school feel less institutional,
said Garyali.

The quiet and comfortable resource centre
(or library), with a sloped, wood-finished
ceiling, feels like it should have a fireplace
set in one corner. Acoustic panelling and
structural features act as soundproofing
agents.

Garyali noted that while something like
the library’s wood-planked ceilings may
appear “decorative,” the vast majority of the
wood in the school has a definite “structur-
al” purpose.

The gymnasium is almost twice the size
of its predecessor, and can be separated
into smaller areas by closing a folding
door. A spectator’s mezzanine overlooks
the gym.

Traditional “earthy” building materials
like brick and stone are not only aesthetical-
ly-pleasing and reflect Gulf Islands rural
values, but were chosen for their durability
and low maintenance, said Garyali.

Those considerations are part of the plan
to have the school as energy-efficient and
sustainable as possible.

Energy savings will result from a ground
source heating system, a custom computer
program which centrally controls school
lights, and other energy efficient products
endorsed by B.C. Hydro’s Power Smart
program.

GISS is also infiltrated with electronic
wires forming an elaborate computer and
telecommunications network.

While older schools’ closets contained
coats, brooms or stacks of paper, four
“communications closets” in GISS house
myriad ports, cables and wires for computer
and telephone connections.

Creating a “high-tech™ school for the 21st
century was yet another goal Garyali had to
consider in designing GISS.

But he said what truly “freed” him to
get down to work on this project was a
discussion with one student in late 1990
about what kind of theme he should
pursue in designing the building. The
student bluntly advised him: “Why
don’t you just do something that looks
good?”

And that is what he did.

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY: Students sitting
common sight at the high school.

SPECIAL ATTENTION: Special needs student Jessie Maron, left, victim of a seri-
ous car accident a few years ago, gets individual attention from staff member
Diane Baxter.

SPACE: The new high school’s reception area has space to accommodate
administration staff as well as provide a waiting area for students and visitors.

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL SCHOOLS!
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IMPRESSIVE SIGHT: New Gulf Islands Secondary School building is an impres-
sive-looking structure on Rainbow Road, just west of Windsor Plywood. Not

20 kilometres of pipe
collect school’s heat

Gulf Islands Secondary School (GISS) is
not only a leader in innovative technology
and programs, but is “well-grounded” as an
energy-friendly school.

The school is one of a handful of build-
ings in B.C. using energy stored in the earth
as its main source of heat.

“Ground source” heating means there are
more than 20 kilometres of pipes collecting
heat five feet under the school playing
fields.

According to Peter Hughes, president of
the system’s installing contractor Pace-West
Mechanical, “the piping is always in rela-
tively warm soil. Water from the field sys-
tem is pumped into the building and around
to 22 heat pumps. After heat is extracted
from the field water, it is sent back to the
field to absorb heat before returning to the
school.”

Tor Hansen of Yoneda and Associates
was the heating system’s design engineer.

“We are very aware of the environmental
concerns of Gulf Islands residents and we
wanted to design a system that was both
environmentally sensitive and energy effi-
cient,” he said.

Forty kilometres of pipes are situated inside
the school, providing radiant flooring heat.

Hansen explained that a heat pump works
like a refrigerator, but in reverse. “While a
fridge takes heat out of food stored inside it
and releases that heat into the surrounding
room, a heat pump uses energy stored in air
or water to heat a building. ”

According to school district plant ser-
vices manager Rod Scotvold, of the 22
kilowatts of power used to operate each
heat pump, only seven are produced by
electricity.

Daytime temperatures are maintained at
22 degrees Celsius in winter months and at

24 degrees Celsius in the summer, while
heat will automatically turn on if tempera-
tures drop to six degrees Celsius overnight.

Air cooling and ventilation in most
areas is also achieved with the innovative
and energy-efficient system, along with
the heating of some hot water in the
school.

The GISS site was an appropriate one to
try the new system, said Scotvold, because
of ample groundwater and the ability to tap
into a large area under school playing fields.

B.C. Hydro’s Power Smart program also
played a role in the heating system.

Michael Wilson, of Hydro’s new building
design department, said funding was grant-
ed for an energy study and a computerized
energy simulation of the design.

“The study examined the impact on ener-
gy performance of using various energy sav-
ing options; a ground source heat pump sys-
tem, improved glazing and heat recovery.”

Based on study results, Power Smart
helped offset costs of ground source
heating. Between the heating system and
use of other energy-saving electrical
devices, Wilson estimated the school
saved enough electricity to power 100
homes.

Ground source heating is now frequently
used in residential and commercial con-
struction in Ontario, but has only recently
been introduced in British Columbia.

Hughes said GISS was one of the first
major geothermal projects on the Pacific
coast.

“The eyes of the entire geothermal indus-
try are on this school,” he said. “Many con-
tractors see opportunities opening up for
many more of these environmentally-
friendly systems in the future. It’s a real
prestige project.”

New school serves 678

The Gulf Islands’ new high school serves a population of 678 students enrolled in Grades

8-12.

There are nearly 40 full-time equivalent teaching staff, which translates into approximate-

ly 45 teachers in total.

The student enrolment will drop next year when the Salt Spring Middle School opens in
the old high school building behind Salt Spring Elementary. That school will cater to Grades
6 through 8, leaving Gulf Islands Secondary with Grades 9-12.

seen in the photograph is the school’s gymnasium, which is nearly twice as
large as the gym in the old school.

f.n. fenger & associates Itd.
Electrical & Lighting Engineers

838 Pandora Avenue, Victoria, B.C. VAW 1P4
Phone 381-6121 Fax »81-8681

PLEASED TO BE THE ELECTRICAL ENSINEERS
FOR THE SULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL

READ
JONES
CHRISTOFFERSEN

s STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS
s PARKING CONSULTANTS

Vancouver Calgary Edmonton Toronto

Victoria 212-911 Yates St. Victoria BC.
(604) 386-7794 (fax) 381-7900

PLEASED TO BE THE STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS FOR THE GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL

hd YONEDA
W G ASSOCIATES

VANCOUVER KELOWNA VICTORIA REGINA
2nd FLOOR — 947 FORT STREET, VICTORIA B.C. V8V 3K3
TELEPHONE: (604) 382-1414 FAX: (604) 380-1836
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ENGINEERS FOR THE GULF ISLANDS SECONDARY SCHOOL
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Fund encourages support

The Gulf Islands have a beautiful new
facility fostering education, recreation and
culture, but ongoing community support
and donations are needed to develop its
character and make it a vibrant part of
island life.

Fortunately, there is a system in place
to encourage that support. The Gulf
Islands Educational Trust Fund is an
existing vehicle which accepts donations
of money, equipment, artwork or scholar-
ships for all district schools and programs.

As school board chairwoman Allisen
Lambert explains, because there are so
many areas of interest in the school, individ-
uals and organizations can specify what
department they would like their donation
used in, or can tailor a gift to assist a partic-
ular program.

The mezzanine adjoining the Gulf Islands
Secondary School (GISS) gymnasium. is
one area that was earmarked for public sup-
port through the Salt Spring Island Parks
and Recreation Commission. The original
vision for that space was that it be used as a

workout area, but no funds for exercise
equipment are available. Lambert cites this
as one example where assistance could be
provided.

Other possibilities are computer software
donations of value in the research and
resources department, or the work of island
artists for the fine arts area.

Bursaries could be established for stu-
dents excelling in certain fields, or to
encourage females to pursue non-traditional
careers. Community members could assist
with bringing workshop facilitators or con-
ferences to GISS.

A painting, piano, shade tree and build-
ing materials were some valued gifts
received by the trust fund in 1993. Cash
donations were made to the rowing, athlet-
ics, agriculture and fine arts programs, to
name a few.

School disirict 64 is fortunate Lo have a
model secondary school for the 21st century.
But with annual operating budgets under con-
tinuing restraint, community support of edu-
cation becomes more crucial.

i

it

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY: Teacher Dave Betts and a wind tunnel, one piece of

equipment found in the Applied Technology department of the school.

GISS GAZETTE

AT WORK IN THE LIBRARY: The
library provides a wealth of
resource materials and working
space for students.

tools and

KM equipment ltd.

KMS tools and equipment Itd.
congratulates Salt Spring Island
on the completion of the
new high school.

We are proud to be a supplier
of equipment to the school.

KMS tools and equipment Itd. specializes
in woodworking, construction, automotive

and hobby tools and equipment.

527-5599 We also do mail ordering

/A Acklands

Acklands congratulates School District #64
and the residents of Salt Spring Island on
the successful completion of the new Gulf

Islands Secondary School.

QS tools and equipment Itd. 822 Brunette Ave., Coquitla)

We are proud to have been
the suppliers of Industrial Shop
equipment for the new high school.

“WORKING TOGETHER TO SERVE YOU BETTER”

* Instruments
* Fleet supplies
* Fasteners

* Safety supplies
* Machine tools

* Automotive |
* Welding equipment & supplies

“ONE STOP SUPPLY”

THE COMMITMENT:
To offer QUALITY products at competitive prices
backed by qualifed prqfessional people.

Acklands Limited, 2015 Government St., Victoria

384-1111
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Technology links
school with world

A school that communicates — that’s one
of the features built into the new Gulf
Islands Secondary School (GISS). An invis-
ible link to the world flows along the corri-
dors and into the classrooms.

A fibre-optic network for computer com-
munication is as much a part of the school
as the electrical wiring and plumbing. This
backbone of fibre optics is linked to a
spreading tree of twisted pairs — copper
wire which can carry communication.

To this network, distance is irrelevant,
Data flows along the strands at up to 100
megabytes per second, carrying digitized
information, images and sound throughout
the school.

The network has many uses: administra-
tion, curriculum and instructional support
and world-wide access through the
Community Learning Network, which links
with the Library of Congress, NASA and
the Internet.

“You can go all over the world on it,” says
Bob McWhirter, director of instruction for the
school district. The school is wired to allow
access to the network from every classroom.

“Every classroom has a workstation, one
or more, and it will be all integrated,”
McWhirter said.

In addition to permitting worldwide infor-
mation gathering, the networked computers
will make school administration easier by
storing attendance records and grades on the
network.

Access to a central library of CD-ROM
discs will also be available to individual stu-
dents through the computer network.

For example, from the classroom work-
station a student could access a CD-ROM
atlas containing maps, sound files which
reproduce music of each country, photo-
graphic images and information on recent
events, population and industry. Compact
discs are crammed with 600 megabytes of
information, allowing students to hear
sounds, see animation and view text when
researching information.

As an example of how much information
can be packed into a single CD-ROM,
McWhirter said, “You can take all of World
Book or Groliers encyclopedia and put them
on one CD.”

Provided they are not accessing exactly
the same information, McWhirter said 10 or
20 students could simultaneously use the
network to research information on the
same CD-ROM.,

The excuse that “the book I need is out on
loan” will no longer apply when many stu-
dents can use the same CD-ROM to do
research or can search a world-wide net-
work for information, board chairwoman
Allisen Lambert observed.

In addition to the other information links,
McWhirter noted the school district has an
electronic link to the Seattle public televi-
sion station, Channel Nine, which offers
many educational programs.

An eventual goal is to use the GISS network
as the hub for the district’s own information
highway, a highway which McWhirter hopes
will soon be crowded with traffic. Schools
throughout the district are already linked via

A

modem and telephone lines,

“We want to make the school a hub of the
district and have all other schools share its
resources,” McWhirter said.

He sees many benefits to the increasing
use of technology in education. Students liv-
ing on Mayne and Pender, who now take a
water taxi to attend GISS, could eventually
take their secondary school courses through
an interactive video link.

Such a link allows the students to see and
hear the instructor and the instructor to see
and hear the students, even if they are physi-
cally miles apart. Interactive instruction
could also expand the range of courses
offered in a smaller school district.

For example, if only three students in
GISS want to study physics, that would not
be enough interest to set up a class and hire
a teacher with expertise in the subject. But
with interactive instruction, those three stu-
dents could be linked with other students
throughout the province and a course in
physics taught by an expert from anywhere
in the province.

“Japanese could be offered on Saturna,
Mayne and Pender and there could be three
students involved as part of a class in
Vancouver,” McWhirter observed.

Brian Wesley of BC Tel’s Discovery
Learning program, which installed the GISS
network, sees many possibilities.

“This is an incredible resource in the Gulf
Islands School District,” he said. The sys-
tem is designed to be accessible to the entire
community. In future, home computers will
be linked to the school system, allowing stu-
dents to transfer work from home to school.
Homebound students will have a greater
range of learning opportunities.

Wesley predicted a time when homes and
businesses in the community will be able to
link into the school’s educational resources,
creating a community learning centre.

Distance is erased for a student sitting at a
terminal. Photos from NASA can be down-
loaded to illustrate a report on space, the
Library of Congress can be searched for
information and questions can be posed by
e-mail to experts in almost any field.

“The technology allows this person to be
connected to the best resources in Canada
or, eventually, in the world,” Wesley said.

Lambert summarized the possibilities as a
“global classroom.”

McWhirter pointed out it will take time to
achieve all the possibilities. Hardware and
software is expensive. Staff need to be
trained. Schools are now connected through
telephone wires and modems but it will
require dedicated lines to carry options like
interactive video.

“What we would hope to do and what we
are able to do may be different,” McWhirter
admitted.

But some of the benefits are already being
realized, as students learn to use the comput-
er network already operating in the school.

Those computer skills will be essential,
Lambert says. “Technology in the new
GISS enhances the type of skills our stu-
dents require for living and working in the
21st century.” .
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We are very pleased
to have been
selected to design
the new Secondary
School for the Gulf
Islands. It was a
unique challenge
and its success is
due to the efforts of
all of those who
participated in the
design process: the
School Board, its
staff, students,
teachers, parents,
and the community.

Thank you.

Best wishes to

School District 64, Gulf Islands
teachers and students on the

Grand Opening

of the new

Gulf Islands Secondary.School.

fo

As suppliers of quality asphalt and aggregates we
are proud to have paved the

the most ultra

modern, high tech school ever built in British Columbia.

CAPITAL CITY

6588 Bryn Road, R.R. #3, Victoria, B.C. V8X 3X1

Phone 652-3626 Fax 652-1320

Quarry: 474-5474 2015 Millsiream Road
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GEOTHERMAL HEATING / COOLING
AND
HOT WATER SYSTEMS
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Applied Technology Scientific Enquiry

Music and Performance Drama

T L Workstations

# Printers / plotters ——
Library
# CD-ROM

Resources

. ¥ CD-ROM Pool
EE-1~ Modems / Routers .

B CTEL. Advanced Communications

DISCOVERY l Gulf Islands Secondary School

Learning Services

NODE TO NODE: A schematic of the GISS computer network shows links gives students access to the library’s CD-ROM collection and is linked to
installed throughout the school. The network is used for administration, international networks.
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Energy Efficiency On The Gulf Islands:
A New School;
A New Energy Outlook.

The Gulf Islands are among the most beautiful places on earth.
And we can all help keep it that way. The wise use of
electricity at the new Gulf Islands Secondary School through
participation in the Power Smart New Building Design
Program will help us defer the need for new generating
projects. At B.C. Hydro we have

Power Smart ideas that can really @:}}W@ B

make a difference. Do your part.

Contact your local Hydro office or gm @@T
BG hydl'ﬂ give us a call at 1-800-663-0431. Saves More Than Money




