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The first n< 

the Victorii 

INTRODUCTION 
n-Indian settlers arrived In 1857. By 1895, 
newspaper listed Salt Spring Island residents as: 
160 English or Canadian 
50 Scots 
20 Irish 
22 Portuguese 
13 Swedes 
4 Germans 
2 Norwegians 
34 Americans 
90 half-breeds 
40 colored 

6 Sandwich Islanders 
10 Japanese 
1 Egyptian 
2 Greeks 

1 Patagonian * 

From 1895 to 1961, as the population grew slowly to 2,000, 

the mosaic of race and nationality became, by intermarriage, 

a melting pot. The 1895 list reflects the prejudices and 

realities of its day. It ignores the Indians. Although 

Salt Spring Island was part of the resource territory of both 

Cowichan and Saanich Indians, and a photograph in Bea Hamilton's 

history of the island plainly shows Charlie Zalt's home on 

the reserve land at Beaver Point, the Colonist report fails 

to mention the Indians. These first owners, confronted by 

the technological superiority of the new arrivals in their 

land, decimated by white men's diseases and suffering the 

breakdown of their culture, were not a threat in 1895, 

although they had certainly been dangerous to the first settlers 

and were responsible for several murders. However, from the 

earliest days, a happier aspect of Indian-white relationships 

was the marriage of new settlers to Indian wives. 

Bea Hamilton, arriving as a child In 1897, has described Indian 

canoes gliding up the Fulford Harbour on a duck drive. The 

' the Patagoi 
E.F. Wilsoi 
stood on tl 

i was a boy named Jimmy, a servant of the Rev. 
. Barnsbury, the splendid house which once 
iite of the present Golf Clubhouse. 



canoes lined up, paddle to paddle acros: 

and silently driving the birds 

"Alarm stirred thousands of ducks 
group rose with feet trailing the 

the harbour, slowly 

e after another 
as they flew 

farther and farther up harbour, their almost hyster­
ical noise communicating an alarm to every marine bird 
within hearing. The very quietness of the approaching 
canoes sent a silent message of fear. The Indians 
closed in until the birds were massed together. At a 
signal, arrows sped from the bows of experienced bowmen. 
Ducks fell left and right in a well-organized drive. 
Many took wing only to i 
the air. Some escaped by diving 
under the canoes and swimming 
toward the harbour entrance. 
Except for the ping of the bow 
string, death was silent and 
instantaneous, for the Indians 
were excellent marksmen. They 
hunted for food. Pick-up canoes 
drive and gathered in the dead \ 
filled with birds." 

"4*. 
: u s e d . Whit sed t he In later years, guns t 

hunt. Year by year the numbers of ducks diminished. We shall 

never hear again wrote Bea, "the awe-inspiring roar of thousands 

of ducks rising simultaneously, nor the early morning gaggles 

and quacks, gurgles and chuckles of pure joy as the birds 

awake to another dawn." 

It is true that there were no permanent Indian villages on 

the Island at the time of arrival of the first non-

Indian settlers, but the deep shell middens are silent 

proof that this Island was well used seasonally, during 

the thousands of years of the Indian occupation of the 

coast. It is difficult to even imagine the wealth of food 

resources available to the Indians, for nowadays there are 

few ducks, or fish, or crabs. Only the clams seem to have 

withstood their human predators. 

M JJjjP Tha first non-Indian settlers were thirty 

* J L * ^*A9*> black people. Former slaves, they left 

(bl^wS*?//) the United States and were offered a place 

-<fc<^hU-s- *^" of refuge on this unoccupied island. Bea 
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Hamilton has described their arrival, when they camped at 

Vesuvius Bay on an August night Just before the end of the 

summer of 1857. She pictures young Hiram Whims, about 23 years 

old, joining the singing of hymns around the fire, then leaping 

to his feet to shout "We are a free people! This is OUH ISLAND!" 

His exultation has been echoed by every new arrival since then. 

Although 30 black people came in 1857, another 30 In 1958, and 

80 more the following year, by the 1880's there were only 

about 20 families on the island. When the Worth won the 

American Civil War, many former slaves returned to the South, 

believing that complete freedom was theirs. Others sought 

gold in the Yukon. Those who remained on Salt Spring Island 

became part of the melting pot. A letter written by John 

Caldwell in 1947, In the Appendix of this booklet, lists the 

names of these first settlers. 

Two years after Hiram Whim's triumphant shout, a schooner named 

NAHAIMO PACKET brought about thirty men to inspect the island 

with a view to homesteading. Following this visit on July 18, 

1859, they met in Victoria to arrange a system for pre-empting 

land, the beginning of our first bitter wrangle with Victoria 

bureaucrats. On July 27th seventeen of this group returned to 

take up land, among them John Patton Booth (at this time age 

21, later to be an M.L.A. and Speaker of the House), the 

famous Jones brothers (John Jones to become the honoured first 

teacher on the Island, a black man), Henry Lineker who built 

the first house in Ganges and had a narrow escape in the skirm­

ish between local and northern Indians in Ganges Harbour, John 

Copeland, J.D. Cusheon, H. Sampson, Jonathan Begg. 

Although the date of 1858 persistently appears in connection 

with the arrival of Estalon and Manouel Bittancourt, a news­

paper tribute at the time of Estalon Bittancourt's death In 

1917 gives his age as 74, which would indicate that his age in 

1858 was only 15. Considering his adventures a.t sea and In 

Australia, it is more likely that he arrived at Vesuvius in 

the early 1860s. In 1861, four years after the first arrivals. 



he visited seven houses 

twenty-one in the Gang* 

whites and the rest wei 

too long a hike for hit 

on the Turkish Coast, i 

to have been the first 

Colonist failed to add 

of Fulford Harbour wen 

le to call. Rev. Robson noted that 

along the East side (?) and 

; area, of which only four belonged to 

; occupied by black families. It was 

to visit Joseph Kandruff, from Smyrna 

ho had changed his name to King, said 

Beaver Point settler, in 1860. The 

"1 Turk" to its list. The first settlers 

Joseph and Martha Akerman, arriving in 

i the > 1863 (Martha Clay Akerman still chases the cougar 

of the Ganges Pub). By 1864 John Jones was teaching in two 

schools and being paid in neither, and S.S. FIDELTTER had 

started making regular mail calls at Vesuvius. Small clear: 

were appearing everywhere, amid gigantic trees, and deer tr. 

had become footpaths, and would presently be widened into ri 

Of these first homes little survives, not even pictures. 

According to Bea Hamilton, the log building behind Akerman' 

"Travellers' Rest" in the Burgoyne Valley is an original 

Joseph and Martha Akerman home. Most of the earliest 

ing houses in our photographic display were not built until 

at least twenty years 

11 

lv-

• the 1857 begir 

Many of the dates are uncertain, but the table of events 

which follows gives a picture of the first forty years. 

they would perhaps make the 

lo, when asked about the days 

lose days, we knew everyone". 

: important ingredient of the 

with scale, with relationships. What we 

tr too rapid growth, our rootlessness, a lack 

ilth the past and future of the land we only 

m". We live as if there was nothing to be 

.story, doomed to repeat its errors. We live 

nothing but a profitable commodity. In 1961 

we were 2,000 people here;ten years later our numbers had 

doubled. Will the '81 census reveal another 2,0007 How 

If these old houses had tongues 

same remark so many old-timers 

when the Island was young:"In t 

What they recall first, the mo: 

of connectlot 

temporarily 

learned from 

as if land w 

i 
few of t I anything about old island days and ways! 

If these old houses had tongues 

staring with blank eyes, and it 

of the children and grandchildrf 

few faded photogrf 

but they stand silent, 

s only from scant memories 

of their builders, from a 

Such z 

•"V, 

! documents, 

them. This is an exhibit of photographs, new and a. 

of the earliest houses built on Salt Spring Island, 

display can never be complete. Some i 

the most impressive houses (the Rev. 

Wilson's BARNSBURY, Mr. Bullock's 

mansion, and beloved HARBOUR HOUSE 

among them) have been burned. Many 

others are so enclosed by new siding 

and roofing that nothing of the old construction can be seen. 

Others are gently fading, rotting slowly into the earth from 

which they sprang. Several owners of early houses did not 

wish to have their homes included in this exhibition. Some 

are omitted simply because the committee's brief six months 

of research had been inadequate. The decision has been made, 

however, to mount the exhibition now, because the main 

objective of our work is not the display itself, but the 

process of reaearch. During the term of the Community 

Art Council's Heritage Building Committee's work, we had the 

opportunity to assist the Farmers' Institute to acquire one of 

the Bittancourt houses as our first museum. From this year 

on, the business of collecting the data and artifacts of our 

past should proceed in a more organized and energetic fashion. 

Hopefully, this photographic display will stimulate and 

promote this continuing endeavour. 

We wish to thank all those who have given us information, 

pictures, documents, advice. We are grateful to the Heritage 

Trust for the money to move the Bittancourt Museum 

present location, for a grant to cover the costs o 

enlarging the photogtaphs to display size, and for 

assistance with the publication of this guide. Soi 

-5-
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students of the Secondary School, under Mr. Spoor, have 

kindly and patiently transcribed taped interviews with 

old-timers (made several years ago). Deserving o£ special 

thanks are the owners of the old houses, who permitted us 

to examine and photograph. 

DATES 

1857 the first 30 settlers, Negroes, arrived. 
1858 30 more blacks. Possibly Estalon and Manoel 

Bittancourt-
1859 80 more blacks. 17 white and black settlers 

(John Copland, J.D. Cusheon, Jonathan Begg, John 
Booth, Henry Lineker) stone quarry at Vesuvius. 

1860 Indian battle, Ganges. John Maxwell, Theodore 
Trage, Joseph King arrived. 

1861 Methodist Rev. Robson came to visit. 
1862 Bride ship 
1863 Martha Clay married Joseph Akerman. 
1864 John Jones teaching. S.S. FIDELITER bringing 

mail to Vesuvius. Michael Gyves arrived. 
1865 Petition to Governor to have mail ship stop at 

Begg's settlement every two weeks. 
1866 Union of Vancouver Is. and British Columbia. 

John Maxwell complains about Indians stealing 
cattle. 

1867 
1868 Chemainus Indian hung for murder of Wm. Robinson 

and Giles Curtis. 
1869 
1870 
1871 Kanakas arrive at Isabella Point. 
1871 Henry Ruckle comes to Beaver Point. Henry 

Sampson appointed constable. 
187 Corporation of the Township of Salt Spring Island 

(dissolved 10 years later) 
1874 
1875 First post office. Central Settlement. 

-1876 RUCKLE HOUSE 
1877 Fred Bittancourt born 
1878 
1879 Chas.Horel arrived 
1880 Census, population 600. Burgoyne Bay P.O. 

established. St. Paul's built. 
1881 
1882 NIGHTINGALE HOUSE 
1883 Incorporation dissolved. 
1884 Samuel Beddis arrived. Beaver Point P.O. 

established. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stevens arrived. 
1885 Beaver Point School built. Mouats arrived. 
1886 BITTANCOURT ANNEX built. 
1887 STEVENS HOUSE 
1888 
1889 St. Mark's built. Leonard Tolson arrived. 
1890 "TRAVELLERS' REST", MOUAT HOUSE, IAH0UNE? HOUSE, 

PHILLIPS HOUSE 
1891 
1892 Henry Bul lock a r r i v e d . OLD CREAMERY b u i l t b e f o r e 

t h i s d a t e . 



(Dates continued) 

1893 
1894 Scouell & Westwood mine gold, Beaver Point, 

Rev. E.H. Wilson arrived. 
1895 J.T. Collins arrived. COLLINS HOUSE, SCOVELL HOUSE 
1896 EDWARD AKERMAN HOUSE 
189,7/? Central Hall built. 
1898 
1899 
1900 Boer War. "IROQUOIS" began service to Islands. 
1901 Queen Victoria died. 

i Salt Spring Island in.. IfifrV _In 

AKERMAN HOUSES 

Joseph Akerman ar 

May of that year he married Martha Clay, a Leicestershire 

lady who. arrived -on .the "bride ship" R0BERT_LOWE_ in 1862. 

Martha lived to a very old age; her gnu Jr-;eph Jnnat-han 

said_she-was 99 when she died, not 96 as is sometimes 

reported. Paying a dollar an acre for their land, Joseph and 

Martha established a homestead beside Fulford Creek, and with 

stout-hearted work made it into a showplace with many unusual 

trees and plants. For some years they made part of their 

house a store. Their home was also a hotel, named "Travel-

; interviewed by lers Rest". When Martha was old she i 

Margaret (Shaw) Walter, who wrote: 

' foi "She told of one evening taking poultry £r( 
house to another, some distance away. Her husband was 
also carrying some, and on the other side of the fence 
dividing what was probably a field from the road or 
trail where they were walking, a panther kept pace with 
them and the squawking hens in their hands. She cried 
out, "Joseph", if this beast follows us any longer I 
will drop the fowls!" But her husband's only reply was 
"Don't drop the fowls!" Another experience must have 
given her a great shock. While busy gardening near the 
home, when her husband was elsewhere, she laid her baby 
girl on the ground while she went on with her task. 
Happening to lift her eyes later on she saw a panther 
walking down between the rows toward her little daughter. 
With no weapon at hand she ran screaming toward it, and 
it must have been fairly close for she spoke of lifting 
her foot as If to thrust it away. Whether it was the 
movement, however, or the sound of the frantic screams, 
the animal turned back and left them. She said little 
about her feelings in the matter, but her quiet remark, 
"I did not sleep much that night", told its own story". 

Martha and Joseph had five sons and two daughters. Their 

eldest son, Joseph Johathan Akerman, married Georgian Marie 

Horel in 1893 at St. Mary's Church in Fulford Harbour. He 

then managed Broadwell's and Fernwood farms, at one time 

remarking "I have seen the change from ox team and home­

made sleighs to ox teams with wagons, then to horses and 

wagons, and now to motor cars and trucks." 

But the heyday of the Island's agricultural economy was 

already over when he died in 1954. The second son, George 

Edward (Ted) Akerman built the 1892 house now owned by 

Danny Akerman. The original house hidden behind a later 

addition. Ted Akerman married Ellen Gyves, shown in the 

older picture with daughters Molly and Dorothy. 

The old log building behind "Travellers' Rest" may have 

been an earlier house built by Joseph and Martha. Standing 

amid fields and fruit trees, the old log structure reminds 

us of the days when the giant cedar trees had to be cleared, 

the great log piles burned and potatoes planted among the 

stumps. The work of removing stumps was back-breaking. 

Oxer were better than horses in those years, for they could 

plough among the stumps, patiently waiting when buried roots 

brought them up sharp, instead of rearing and breaking 

harness as horses would likely do. 

J, 
eA 
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BEDDIS HOUSE 

Samuel and Emily Beddis left Bristol, England, on their 

honeymoon in 1871, when Samuel was 21. By the time they 

reached Victoria in 1884, after years in Nebraska and San 

Francisco, there wereofiyc chilnuvn and household goods to 

be transported. So S. 

it with staple f 

items, his family and his i 

sail to homestead up the B: 

not get far. In stormy se. 

I loaded 

ools, all the household 

life's brother Raffles Purdy, and s 

ritish Columbia coast. They did 

is off the San Juans their dinghy 

was lost. They managed to get ashore on one of the islands, 

where they were just getting the billy can boiling for a 

cup of tea when two customs officers arrived and ordered 

them to leave at once. The bedraggled family sailed across 

to North Saanich where several families took them into their 

homes for a week. It happened that Henry Ruckle arrived 

during that week, met the Beddis family and urged them to 

come to Salt Spring Island. Soon after, on a sunny day in 

August they anchored off the beach now bearing their name 

and rowed ashore: Samuel and Emily, sons John, Charles, 

Henry and Lionel and daughter Boadicea (Decie) and Raffles 

Purdy. They immediately put up the big tent and began the 

task of unloading their belongings 

(including a cast iron stove) from 

the sloop. The next day they felled 

^ a the first trees for a log house, 

working hard against the coming wintei 

On cold nights a huge log fire was built in front of the open 

tent flaps to warm the sleepers. By November they had moved 

into the unfinished house. Other island settlers helped to 

cut a trail through to Ganges. 

The next problem was a school. The following spring Samuel 

Beddis and son Charles helped build the Beaver Point School. 

The older children recall rowing a mile and a quarter to 

Cusheon Cove then walking over the hills to the school on 
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a twisting tra 

that the Beddi 

spring, using 

the 

.1 through thick cedar forest. It is said 

i family planted an orchard that first 

;eeds saved from the fruit they had eaten t 

: voyage. Later on, Samuel Beddis grafted 

the young trees with scions from forty or 

more varieties of apples shipped from 

Ireland. Each of the little grafts 

had been sent safely embedded in an Irish Potato, 

travelling in the mails. 

At first Emily, accustomed to living in a city or town, 

was desperately lonely. In later years she served many an 

isolated homestead as nurse and doctor, travelling by foot 

or rowboat. Perhaps it was fortunate that at first there 

was so much to be done, in caring for her large family and 

helping with the work of establishing a farm. 

Decie Beddis related that when their first garden was coming 

along well, her mother was horrified to see a party of Indian; 

come ashore and begin to eat the carrots and peas. Little 

Decie, equally upset, dashed away from her mother and ran 

into the garden to kick at the leader's legs. Her mother 

was terrified, but the chief thought it a great joke and 

called his men back into the canoe. 

In spite of this uncomfortable beginning, later relation­

ships with the Indians were good. Decie remembered with 

pleasure that every year, after the hop-picking season in 

Oregon, the Indians, returning to various reservations on 

Vancouver Island, would gather on the beach below the house 

to exchange news and feast on clams. Such gatherings, 

Decie said, brought a welcome change to the homestead. 

The Indians were friendly and caused them no trouble 

whatever. 

Nine years of hard 

stead and Samuel and Emily 

life. Samuel wrote 

3 great difference in the hi 

itisfied with thet 

SS^ir-^ 'M v2~4 



i looking back, : 
rife I I fii 

Those happy days when we were young 
Sometimes I feel so yet 
But ah, I heard the children say 
at suppertirae tonight 
Why, father's hair is getting gray 
and Mother's hair is white. 

1 call them children still, altho' 
our Jack is six foot three 
and Charlie has a girl in town 
and Henry goes to see 

teighbour's girl across the bay 
i be his -ife 

Ah, well, my hair 
and Mother 

I don't se 
since wife 
Our happin 

s hair 

where 

is getting gray 
is white 

the time 
and I were wed 
ss seemed all oi 

and all loOKed ::1 
The sun sh 
I had no c 
But now my 
and Mother 

ne out 
re in 
hair 1 
s hair 

so brigh 
ife 
getting 
is white 

has go 

r own 

that 

gray 

Then came the terrible winter of 1893, which brought a six 

foot snow fall. Samuel Beddis caught a cold which turned 

to pneumonia and pleurisy. Desperate to get help for him, 

they wrapped him in layers of blankets and carried him to 

the rowboat, then rowed out to stop the steamer enroute to 

Victoria. Emily went with Samuel to the old Jubilee hospital, 

staying there until the following June when Samuel died. He 

was 43 years old, Emily returned to the homestead to give 

birth to their last child, Geoffrey. How the sons had taken 

over their father's work and the sad family could only carry 

on. The orchards flourished. Decie related that at one time 

the hillside to the south, which is today overgrown with 

timber, was at that time In fruit trees. About 1900 some of 

the older boys built the new house, bringing the lumber by 

scow from Ghemainus. In about 1895 when the Divide school 

was built, near Blackburn's Lake, the Beddis children aJJJtruied 

it, travelling two and a half mi: 

trwdgingycup the 1 ong-3 uph 

Sometimes, on Sunday, the family rowed from the Beddis farm 

down Ganges Harbour to the beach, then walked to St. Mark's 

Church at Central Settlement. 

In 1898 Charles and Henry Beddis went to the Yukon, staying 

there for several years doing ship carpentry. When Charles 

came back to the Island, he built houses. After marriage to 

Hilda Bond (from Keswick, England) he built a small cottage 

on Edward Walter's farm where he was then working. Later 

this cottage was loaded on a scow and towed to Beddis Beach, 

where it was hauled up the bank and placed in the orchard. 

At that time Charlie took over the-JTarm work, giving his 

younger brother Geoff a chnce to go cWraercial fishing for 

Charles and'Winnie Watmough's conversations with members of 

the Beddis family_inT759",'from which some details of this 

account have been taken, were printed in the Saanich Pen­

insula and Gulf Islands Review. When Kay and Ernie Booth 

bought the old Beddis house, they discovered the half-burnt 

notebook which contained Samuel Beddis' poem. He had 

care . iy drawn diagrams of the orchard, and compiled a 

list of the fruit trees. The following list is incomplete, 

and perhaps some names are misspelled, but it is reprinted 

to give some idea of the old varieties of apples, peaches 

and pears no longer being grown. 

Blenheim Graft 
Lord Derby 
Warners King 
Irish unknown 

Golden Hoble 
Flemish Beauty 
Beurre de Anjou 
Easter Beaurre 
Westfield 
Le Conte 
Kelsey's plum 
Japan plum 
King of Pippins 
Norfolk Beaufen 

Keiffer Pear 
Golden Russet 
Island greening 
Wealthy 
Passe Colmar 
Winter Hells 
Glout Morceau 
Russian Apricot 
Queen of Hearts 
Blue Pearmain 
Andersonian 
King of Timpkins 
County 
Brandy pippin 
Willbridge 
Red Delaware 
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Dumelows seedling 
Pear Jargonelle 
Montmorency Cherries 
Shropshire Damson 
White Winter Pearmain 
Early Richmond Cherries 
Duchess de Angouleme 
Josephine de Malines 
Red Bitigheimer 



BITTANCOURT HOUSES 

A newspaper account written at the time of his death st 

that Estalon Joseph Bittancourt (1845-1917) born in the 

Azores, arrived on Salt Spring Island because he had "a 

disposition" and "a longing to go to sea"; another art 

explains that Estalon and his brother Manoel $ 

sailing ship and climbed aboard to avoid conscription 

19th century Portugal. They sailed first to Australia 

to ( 

of Victoria, a Mr 

him to homestead i 

Bittancourt came • 

Estaloi 

'- in the gold fields. Their 

:o British Columbia where 

again swimming ashore, 

-arrying sawdust from Sayward'; 

.n Victoria. This business 

.nly 

where they worked for a short 

next sailing voyage brought them 

they jumped ship off Royal Roads 

Estalon bought a sloop and began 

Mill at Mill Bay to sell as fuel 

ended abruptly when a fierce gale drove the sloop on the rocks 

off Ten Mile Point, and Estalon Bittancourt again found himsel 

swimming ashore. 

';l",rf'" ~ F"— »•"•- narrow escape, Estalon met, on the streets 

Norton, a fellow Portuguese, who urged 

a Salt Spring Island. So Estalon and Manoel 

3 Vesuvius, probably in the 1860s. Certa 

a Salt Spring Island well before 1880, when hi 

name is mentioned in connection with the building of St. Pa 

Roman Catholic Church at Fulford Harbour, built between 188 

and 1885. Estalon had two sons and six daughters, for whom 

built the impressive house which later became the Vesuvius 

Bay Lodge (destroyed by fire in 1975). Five other Bittanco 

houses survive; 

1. The house occupied by Estalon's son Fred, which has now 

been moved from its Vesuvius site (at the dock) to becoi 

the new Salt Spring Island Museum. 

2. "The Ark", built about 1898 or 1899 and consecrated as a 

small Catholic Chapel, Vesuvius. ^ t*f* 

3. Three "dowry" houses, which Estalon constructed for thrt 

of his six daughters. Two houses are still in their orj 

inal locations and the third has been moved up the road 

a short distance. 
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Estalon continued the operation of a sandstone quarry, the 

island's first industry, started in the 1860's by five men 

headed by John Lee of Victoria, a building mechanic. The 

Esquimalt dry dock, built by Larkin & Connelly from Montreal 

was made of Vesuvius stone, quarried by 160 French Canadians. 

The remains of their stone ovens may still be found along 

the ridge above the quarry site. 

«t Coal was also mined by the Bittan-

1̂ *5*1 uT/ M H courts. Bea Hamilton reports that it 

yTf~yX**\ retailed for twenty-five cents a bag. 

5, 3 « W Interviewed in 1950, Fred Bittancourt 

recalled that he and his brother had 

[ coal at Duck Bay and Vesuvius 

~ W Bay, sacking it for sale to ship 

captains. 

After Estalon's death in 1917, Fred departed to live in San 

Francisco. In the 1950 interview he related that during 

the early part of his life he "was associated with the 

auctioneering trade". Later he worked for the Forestry 

i to San Francisco. He remained in 

wife's death in 1947 when, at the age 

iwn", he decided to return to the area 

inspect some of the property he 

i Vancouver and Salt Spring Islands". 

Abraham Reld Bittancourt, Estalon's nephew, was an outstandii 

craftsman and builder, whose name Is frequently mentioned in 

connection with the early homes. Reid Bittancourt also 

operated a general store and feed business, in 1904 moving 

his store to a new building which became familiar to later 

islanders as the Dr. Francis Hospital (demolished 1967). 

Reid Bittancourt brought supplies from Victoria in his own 

boat, which also served for deliveries around the islands. 

In 1910 the business was sold to Mouat Bros, who had' 

succeeded Malcolm S Purvis as Mr. Bittancourt's competitors. 

Subsequently Reid Bittancourt chartered his boat to the 
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Branch until his 

California until his i 

of 70, "left on his ov 

he knew as a boy and I 

still c 



Government and entered the Cus 

islands in search of smugglers 

Estates Joseph (1845-1917) 

— i - n 
6 daughte 

Mrs.Harris (SSI) 
Mrs.Hutcheson(SSI) 
Mrs.Burlington(L.A.) 
Mrs.Carter(Port land) 
Mrs.E.St.Louts(Tacoma) 
Mrs.Harker(Vancouver) 

Joseph Abraham Reid 

it r n P n™*, m 1894 Joel Broadwell was named Justice of 

the Peace. 

The fine old house at Central was sold in.1902 by the 

Broadwells to Ernest Crofton, who had married Mr. Bul]/f>ck's 

sister Mary. 

Joel S Mary Amanda Broadwell 

M. Arthur Langley 

THE BROADWELL HOUSE 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe] Broadwell and their daughtei 

to the island in 1382. Joel Broadwell was postmaster from 

1885 to about 1900. The Post Office, the first on Salt 

Spring Island, had been established in 1875 in a small one-

rooraed shack •.t Ceatral Sen 

ng ViC. Parry who n lail deliveries with 

if the mule refused to stop, Parry threw 

off a prepared note which read, "owing ti 

circumstances beyond control the mail 

cannot be delivered today". It is not 

recorded how Mr. Broadwell dealt with 

this problem. Joel Broadwell seems to 

have done well by buying old farms and putting them 

working order before selling them. Before 1900 

farm at Vesuvius for $12,000.00. "The Mountain' 

become Gavin Mouat's property, belonged to Joel Broadwell 

o "Willis 

the 

to 

uitvale £arm from ' -• ••.•'_••..--<-
Stark and there built thi 

Long Harjjnur Road, (now being repaired by its newest own. 

The Parsons Farm on Mansell Road was also a Broadwell fi 

(1891- ) (1893- ) 

Henry Enid 

M. Gladys Sears 

I ! 
inn Henry 

COLLINS HOUSE 

The Collins family, consisting of Mr. Collins, his wife and 

her sister and his three sons and a daughter, left Bucking­

hamshire in 1895, sailing from Liverpool aboard the old 

"Lake Winnipeg", crossing Canada by train, finally arriving 

on the C.P.R. steamer "Joan" at Vesuvius. Almost immed­

iately they purchased one hundred acres, near the Central 

Post Office from_a negrpj Levi Davis. They were able to 

hire Japanese workers at 50 cents a day to begin cutting 

down the trees on their new land. Within a short time they 

had built their house and established herds of sheep. Soon 

they were selling hogs, fruit, vegetables and wool in 

Victoria. Later they started the English Creamery Co. to 

sell cheese and butter. The oldest son Ernest pre-empted 

land in the Cranberry, where he ) • many years. Later 

J 



he retired to S< 

and John, joined 

of the family. 

The three Collins sons were interviewed 

icle describes their plight at the time 

of the old home when they were faced wit 

problem of getting all thi 

into their new house at Southey Point: 

"When 

ithey Point, and bachelor brothers, ! 

him, after the deaths of the older i 

n 1953. 

•f the sa 

itury ago. There are over eighty rifles dating from 

; old flintlocks and muzzle loaders, and boxes of 

swords and poniards. In old trunks 

and on the walls are oil paintings, and several original 

sketches by Landseer. Among the hundreds of old books 

Is a family Bible nearly three feet long by two feet 

wide and six inches thick, and early editions of Izaak 

Walton, Pilgrim's Progress and Arabian Nights. Besides 

these are first editions of Uncle Tom's Cabin and Joe 

Dlished in 1739 and a Book of 

with the preface dedication to King 

George-Lewis, dated 1719. Carefully wrapped in chamois 

are bundles of old Stuart silver. Among them are huge 

teaspoons, larger than our present tablespoons which 

were used to drink "dishes of tea", and a set of small 

Apostle spoons popular when tea was first served in cups. 

There are silver candle snuffers, quill-makers for shaping 

the old quill pens, and silver wine strainers and meat 

skewers. Packed in boxes are many lovely pieces of cut 

glass, Elizabethan goblets, and many other rare and 

beautiful pieces". 

Miller's "F(J)e! 

Common Prayei 

The owners of over 80 rifles, Ernest, Bob and. John ColUnjL. 

are shown in a photograph taken in 1913. They are seated on 

the floor and above them on the wall is a stuffed Cougar 

and eleven antlered deer heads. They are lean, casual, 

handsome young men with Large black moustaches. 

MAHON/SC0VELL HOUSE 

It seems reasonably that this house v 

. perhaps in the 18i e two brothers, Henry 

Spring from Ireland 

i^?j(;; 

Louis and Ross Mahon, arrived 

at that time. Handsome, aristocratic, energetic young men. 

they were grandsons of Sir Ross Mahon, first Baronet of 

Castlegar, Co. Galway. They bought land at Long Harbour ai 

on Beddis Road in Ganges, and became involved in selling 

lumber. In 1901, Henry Louis Mahon, the elder of the two, 

succeeded his uncle John King of Ballylin, assuming the 

land the brothers of King, 

gave the money ft 

i returning I 

Mahon Sail to the community of Salt Spring 

Island. Henry remained in Ireland, but Ross returned to 

Salt Spring and died here, a bachelor. 

The Mahons may have sold the Ganges Harbour House and farm 

as early as 1890 to Jack Scovell. There are two pictures in 

Dick Toynbee's book, the first (dated ca 1890) showing Ross 

Mahon with Hugo Rohershaw in front of a house labelled 

"Mahon home near the head of Ganges Harbour". A second picture: 

giving the same date, shows John Norton, Charlie Tolson, Jack 

Scovell and Nels Nelson haying at Scovell's farm In Ganges. 

Jack Scovell lived in the house for about 30 years, until 

his death. Bea Hamilton names him as one of two experts 

in the mining field, from Nanalmo (Scovell and Uestuood) 

and states that he discovered gold in the Beaver Point area, 

took out claims on some parts of the Henry Ruckle property 

and dug out a ton of quartz for shipment by scow to Tacoma. 

The quartz was found to yield $16.00 per ton and the mine 

was closed down after about a year of work. 
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In spite of the failure of his mining 

hopeSj Scovell stayed on in the Ganges 

house, planting apples, filberts, pears, 

prunes, cherries and peaches. A number 

of holly trees were set out. He also 

the house for one of his sisters and built 

e near the house which in 19.!: 

to a private school, operated by Mrs. Moorhouse until it 

closed in 1937. 

About the turn of the century, Scovell sold 100 acres of 

this land, with the house which became known as "Harbour 

House", to Fred Crofton. The, Rev- tyj 1 son journal records 

(Fred, we usually called hiis) September 17, 1903. They have 

a farm of 100 acres which Fred purchased of Mr. J.C. Scovell". 

The Rev. Wilson goes into details of Fred Crofton's aristo-i 

includes a photoj 

home. Rev. Wilsi 

School, Kingst< 

;ins in Kingstown, Ireland_and the journal 

*aph of the Castle of Mote which was their 

i reports that Fred was educated at Corrig 

i 1897 t i departed 

cr 
i live e 

iring Island with J.C. Stovell, Er< 

:ry Fred owned "a good team 

lot of pigs and chickens. 

: of himself, wife and 2 lit 

THE MOUAT HOUSE 

In May, 1884, a ertnipjrf six Shetland "Islanders left 

their homes in rim village of Cullester to begin 

• group 
a new life in Canada. 

consisted of Thomas and Jane 

Mouat, their small daughter 

wby-TTTformer marriage) and 

''Jane's sister Barbara. The 

other member of the group was young Tom's maternal grand-

^^^Jf±Tj^.. I 

' -rW-vĵ o/ 

After a brief stop in Toronto to visit relatives, the group 

travelled to Spokane where Thomas Mouat had an elder brother 

living. The C.P.R. had not been completed at this time or 

they would have proceeded directly to Nanaimo where Jane 

Mouat had relatives. Rather than impose on his newly-

married brother and bride in Spokane, Thomas bought a small 

house there, where Jane bore a son, William Manson, in 

August of 1884. As soon as mother and child were strong 

enough the group of seven moved up to Nanaimo. 

Thomas had been a stone mason in Shetland but the dust was 

affected 1 ; lungs. On arrival In Nanaimo 

r Mr. Joel Broadwell, 

a grocery store. However, the coal mines in 

mo bothered his lungs and the doctor advised leaving 

industrial town. Mr. Broadwell told Thomas about a farm 

was for sale on Salt Spring Island. After viewing the 

rty, Thomas~quickiy bought the fatm and moved the family 

again. The Mouats sailed from Nanaimo on the Amelia, 

lg in Vesuvius < 

, Mary's Lake. 

: land :cgistry filet 

February 4, 1885 to take t 

tria there is a Crown 
to Thomas William t 

> on both sides of St. Mary's Lake. 
i Grant was~$153.6o. T ,::y ^'yyP-

builtby a coloured couple, Mr. and 

Mrs. Copeland. There is no record of the amount paid foi 

the house but the Copelands wished to move to Victoria. 

Le is known of the fiv 

, although the logs wi 

: house that the Mouats moved 

j covered with clapboard and il 

jas a storey-and-a-half in size. Mr. W.M. (William born 

Lo Spokane) recalled in later years a sad tale of his mother 

.osing ail of her wedding china but one plate, when a shelf 

:ollapsed in this early home. The house was nearer to the 

•oad and slightly further along Tripp Road than the present 



house. A run 1 house was soon built and it is owned and occupi 

by Phyllis and Matthew Coleman. It w a s built by Mr 

SomenOK and the Mouat family moved into it in 1890. 

log house wa: 

eventually b, 

unsafe. 

The farm was 

the farm w a s 

j used for farm purposes for some years 

lrned one Guy Fawkes night, after it be-

a productive one and all the family wo 

venture a success. All surplus produce 

shipped to Nanaimo where it was sold i 

. Herd of 

The 

"" 

rked hard 

from 

a Hanson': 

e, owned 1 Mouat's cousin, Laurence. The childre 

help on the farm. Tom recalled that 

ileven he would walk out to Vesuvius wit 

tone cutters at the quarry 

M. was proud that he 

had plenty t 

by the time he was eli 

two gallons of milk fi 

before going to school at Cent: 

was able to milk some of the cows by the time he * 

years old. The Mouats had a mixed herd of Jerseys 

sight 

:attle. Both these brothers ; 

out by the day with their 

oxen. The fee was one dollar a day * £ * 

plus dinner. W.M. Mouat recalled 

plowing 

the Ward Farm. He also recall 

iilk to Mr. John Collins' 

This creamery is now the home of 

During the severe winter of 1893 

lake to get water 

Thomas Mouar 

young widow 

P.L.M. in.1898 1 

The oldej , Tom, 

had already left, home and was working in Nanaimo in the 

mill operated by Mr. Haslam. Young Mrs. Mouat with the 1 

of her children, especially William, who was now fourteei 

continued to operate the farm until 1907. At that time s 

purchased the business operated by Malcolm and Purvis in 

Ganges, and rented the fa: foi of yer She 

World War. 

Although the work 

look back on theit 

of great happiness 

and Sunday School, churc 

its to Nanaimo 

vas never-ending, all the Mouat chi 

childhood on Salt Spring Island as 

and close family ties. Thete were 

seppc! I school concerts. There 

parents liaa..come_in 1891 

tes and New Zealand 

down at Che 1. 

iey took home to Dunca. 

used by the Cowichans to make 

NIGHTINGALE HOUSE 

Leonard Tolson, when an old mi 

who was on the Island when Let 

Joe Nightingale, he said, hag-jgorked 

C.P.K. and was a very strong man. "The n 

remembered Joe Nightingale, 

"•"• age 19, arrived in 1869. 

i the , 

i his back 

fine horsei stood out like a piece of rope. He wa . .,„...,..„„.< 

and once did a very difficult thing and saved what might have 

been a very bad accident. The old Divide Road was very steep 

and a man was driving a loaded wagon down the hill without 

brakes. The ioad was too heavy for the horses to hold pack 

and they got out of hand. Joe galloped pp from behind and 

bending down held a spoke on one of the wheels, thus putting 

on the necessary brake until the road levelled out. Joe was 

later killed on the same road when his horse and sleigh can. 



Nightingale standing on springboards and using a cross-cut 

saw to cut trees on the Bullock property. Joe became road 

foreman in 19031 when it is recorded that he allotted the si 

of S150.00 to cover expenses for building a road from 

Burgoyne Bay to Beaver Point, a good twelve miles of twistii 

About 1890 Joe Nightingale brought in the first threshing 

machine on the Island, a sweep-driven one, which took care i 

the island threshing for many years. Joe Nightingale was s; 

to have been cousin of the famous nurse, Florence Nightinga: 

A picture in Dick Toynbee's book (p.24) shows us the 

Nightingale farm in the Burgoyne Valley about 1890, with Jgi 

and his wife Frances (Akerman), daughter Isabella (Mrs. Gill 

Mouat) and son George. 

NORTON HOUSE 

This McN. ; owned by Ma 

and Walter Norton, granddaughter 

newspaper from May 8, 1917 reporr 

countryman, John Norton "who had 

Island" who convinced E.J. Bil 

neighborhood". As Mr. Bittani 

1860s, we may assume c 

1, daugho 

of John Nort 

It is said that he watched the Ind: 

at Lineker's from a safe vantage point in a 

tall tree. Although he may have owned Scot 

Road property at one time, John Norton appi 

to have farmed the area North of the Lady 

Hospital. The present Vesuvius Road was first called 

Road, and John Norton may have owned land near Central 

Settlement. Rev. Wilson's 1906 map shows the Norton Ho' 

a house near Greenwoods labelled A. Smith. The large Si 

house was also built by Nortons, probably in 1903. 
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OLD CREAMERY 

The arrival of the first immigrants, the black i 

thirty-five years (one whole generation) in the 

Henry Wright Bullock arrived, signalling a new i 

first small wilderness clearings were now extern 

Agricultural produce in astounding quantities w; 

to markets in Victoria and Vancouver. The orig: 

Creamery" building 

being shipped 

al "old 

when Mr. Bullock bought it_and th> 

as well as the 300 acres adjacent 

Eric and Nels Nelsen). 

island life at Steven' 

barn (builder and date unkown) 

n which it stood > 

lived for the firsi 

rchased from 

years of his 

, w h i l e Reid E i t t a n -

his twenty 
€ St * 

pricejof,^' [^ 

The story of wealthy, eccentric Harry Bullock 

: been told many times. His home became 

i centre of the upper-class social life, 

h a succession of dinners, lunches, tennis 

parties, picnics and balls. Mr. Bullock 

deplored careless attire. Not only did he 

bribe the ladies to have their ears pierced by presenting 

them with dangling earrings, but he also supplied them with 

white gloves. Bea Hamilton reports that he sent for Eton 

suits and caps so that small boys could come to church 

looking like little gentlemen; but when he even provided 

the workmen's sons with such outfits, some of the "better" 

families were insulted to have their sons made so common! 

All this seems a far cry from the struggles of the earlier 

pioneers. Bea Hamilton states that Mr. Bullock paid the boys 

ten or fifteen cents to wear the suits. In his role of 

Island "Squire", Mr. Bullock would send food anonymously to 

anyone In need. He brought orphanage boys to grow up on his 

farm, serving him at table in their suits with three rows of 

buttons. His extensive farm was soon the model of the 

English country estate. In a good year, between two and 
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three thousand boxes of apples would be shipped to Victoria 

and Vancouver. In his fertile land the corn grew as much 

seventeen feet high. It is reported that he had two acre; 

The farm work was partly done by Japanese, pa 

:nts per day. 

extended by Mr. Bullock and m. 

into a creamery. However, left in the hands of the Collin; 

family while Mr. Bullock went to England on a long visit. 

Creamery did not prosper. On his return, he closed it and 

asparagus. 

about 50 i 

The "old Creamery1' barn t 

converted the building i 

Mrs. Houle, adding kitchen, 

slpiece in the house wa 

mansion. In 1929 the u 

residence rented to Mr. and 

athroom and fireplace. The 

brought from Mr. Bullock's 

1, which is reputed to supply 

safe could not be found, 

ock in a hat box and 

large quantity of 

loves, veils, and 

the finest water on the island, was fitted i 

When Mr. Bullock died, the key to I 

Finally, it was located inside an o3 

the safe door swung open. Inside w; 

money, but also drawers full of whit 

Pearl earrings. Willie Palmer kept the safe. 

After Mr. Bullock's death in 1946, at the age of 78ĵ _the 

estate passed to his nephew Gerald, who soon sold_jjL. It 

has not been extensively farmed since Mr. Bullock's time, ai 

when the great house was destroyed by fire little was left t 

former glory, except the circular sweep of the hedge-enclosi 

entrance driveway. 

Fortunately the Old Creamery t 

remind us of the Bullock era. 

i lovingly i 

y 
rupted to "Peavine", 

occupied by Dave Beck. Gladys King 

trange story her mother told her about the death 

of Mrs. Peavine. {The King family is one of the earliest 

island families. Leon and Gladys are still living on land 

which has been in^the family since 1860s. Joseph Kandruff 

came from Smlrna, Turkey, changing his name to King. Joseph 

.married Eail\ Murphy. Their three children were Constantine, 

who was drowned when TRIUMPH, a sealing ship, went down with all 

hands off Japan in 1904, Alexander and Leon. Leon married 

Sophie Purser, who told t^r^augjhtjjuj^ladys the story) . 

Ruckle Park). 

; House was later occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Symons, 

On. 

m Mr. Symons was 

i stormy night in 

teacher at the Beaver 

ary 1910, Mrs. Symons i laboi 

. Symons hitched up t 

it there were eight i 

jagon, then found to his dismay 

i dcpwri across the road in the fir-

half mile. He then borrowed Mr. Ruckle's rowboat and rowed 

Mrs. Symons from Beaver Point wharf to the Beddis house. 

Decie Beddis was known for her skills as nurse and midwife. 
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It is reported that Mrs. Symons was delivered of a son on 

the kitchen table of the Beddis house, the baby boy living to 

become the headmaster of St. Michael's University School in 

Vic-o?ia. (report by Sue Mouat) 

MISS PEPPER'S HOUSE 

Walter Joshua Dukes acquired, in 1887, the property now owned 

Walter and Effie Twa. ot irn Road. lie and t 

Jukes) st 

of the land ; 

(another brother was named George Jo; 

owned, by crown grant or purchase, mc 

valley of Blackburn Lake. However, by 1891 this particu] 

piece of the valley was mortgaged to Isabella Grace Petei 

who legally took possession of it in 1895. She then solt 

Alfred Few (Walter Few's father) but she still held a moi 

There is nothing on the legal documents to indicate exaci 

when the house was built, but it is thought to have been 

constructed by Mr. Dukes. In 1899 Mrs. 

) John Tophara Coll 

again sold the 

property, this 

i 1895.. Finally, in 1902. 1 

house eassed._to Ellen Mary Pedder, Mrs. Collins' sister. 

Ernest and John, two of the Collins sons, lived here with 

their aunt, and in 1923 they held title to the land, probably 

after Miss Pedder's death. The property was sold to Hart 

Bradley, for timber, in 1950. 

the place giving the house its 

1956 the Twas purchased 

Mary (Purdy) Inglin remembi 

take flowers to Miss Peddei 

Miss Pedder was always resi 

: new siding, 

going with Decie Beddis 

i the early 1920s. At tl 

;, as she had dropsy, bui 

was jolly and talkative and seemed pleased to see 

She would permit them to peek into the room which 

Twa's living room. When Miss Pedder owned the 

room was full of stuffed animals. As the girli 

entered the room they confronted a snarling 

cougar, poised to attack. There was a coon 

walking through salal branches, fighting 
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Plill. IPS'HOUSE 

Built in 1890 bv :, Mr. Philips, this s 

Cusheon Lake was soon owned bv Charles 

used it as a fis'hing cabin, on Cusheon 

A wutercolour view of Cusheon Lake, pa 

survives in the possession of Mrs. Jes 

many happy picnics at the cabin. Othe 

Mr. Philips are owned by .Mora Nixon an 

Herman Shade, whose .grandfather Mr. Ca 

Cusheon Cove. Shortly after its const 

and John Poison. 

Lake. 

nted by Mr. Phil 

ie Toynbee, who 

watercolours do 

i Jessie Toynbee. 

ter, had tin.' mi L 

ruction, nt , tl. 

although the present 

replacement for the i 

in a clearing in the sunlight, but rapidly 

growing trees led the Shades to name the place Shady Ai 

They used it for holidays and picnics, when Mr. Shade c 

indulge his passion for fishing. 

A trail from Fulford Harbour to the Shade's cabin was < 

through in June of L917. Mr. Shade has recorded In an 

illustrated journal owned by the present property ownei 

Mr. Simpson, that Messrs. Robinson-Roche and White put 

trail through on his suggestion. He adds "it should oi 

require forty minutes but the above parties used up fii 

and a half hours before they reached the soft beds of I 

Cat111' -29-
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THE HENRY RUCKLE HOUSE 

It was the 31st of August,, 1872,when Henry Ruckle (born in 

Ireland of German parents) came from Ontario to British 

Colubmia and pre-empted twenty—seven acres at Beaver Point. 

The price, at that time, was one dollar per acre. 

On September 16, 1880, an additional three .hundred and thirty-

eight acres was purchased and registered at the same price. 

Later, on February 22, 1881 another parcel of one hundred and 

seventy acres was also purchased and registered. This was 

added to later. When the property became the Ruckle Park in 

1973 there were one thousand, one hundred and ninety-six 

acres altogether. 

The first Ruckle house was built in 1876. Henry married Ella 

Anna Christcnsen and together they raised four children, 

namely - Alfred, Agnes, Ella, Daniel Henry. Alfred and Daniel 

Henry stayed on the farm. After their marriages, Alfred had 

no children but Henry had four - Gordon, Norman, Ella Anna 

(called Nan) and Helen. Gordon and his family still live 

there as does Nan. 
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The original Henry was involved in the development 

district. On August 13, 1877, he was appointed to 

Court of Revision for the Polling Division of Salt 

Island and the Island. He was also road foreman a 

trustee in 1892 and quite possibly longer. He was 

During those early ; 

transported by rowbc 

ixed i> 

and from ! 

fell underway. ThiE 

Spring 

id school 

sted of 

cattle, sheep, pigs, 

wheat (250 Bushels); 

hay (20 tons); turni| 

There was also an on 

pears and plums. 

;eys and chicken along with crops of 

: (100 Bushels); peas (200 Bushels); 

j0 tons); and potatoes (6 tons), 

i of approximately 600 trees-apples. 

: until 1895 chat goods could t It v 

and Nanaimo via the steamship 

built at Beaver Point. 

i wharf had been 

family had to hire help to clear the big timber 

.nning and either hired help or day labour worked 
:ields. Alfred and Daniel Henry worked the farm 

,fter their father's death in 1913 with some hired 

aid them until Henry's boys, Gordon and Norman 

mough to do their share with their father and uncle 

It \ i 1943 l t Alfred sold his half-: 

harvesting, 

woodworking 

to the family though he continued : 

farm and to help with the planting 

However, he spent most of his time 

and violin making. 

The same general crops were grown over the years 

litional emphasis on cattle and sheep and only enough 

id hay to supply the necessary feed, for a Long time 

it dairy cattle but in 1940 switched to beef cattle. 
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Spring £ 

Eartletl 

: of the Okanagan apple: 

•tie 

the sale of Salt 

the Stickle 
y until the Sidney 

old in 1975. 

As well as carrying on their farming Henry Ruckle and his son? 

Gordon and Norman, did custom butchering of cattle, pork and 

lamb for the Victoria market. They grew sued potatoes for 

Ladner potato growers. These amounted to thirty-five ton. 

annually, as a general rule. One year the crop sold was 

seventy-three ton. Gradually the number oi sheep increased 

while the amount of potatoes decreased with only enough grain 

and hay grown to supply feed. 

It was until the late 1940s that horses were used for all the 

field work when the smaller tractor was purchased. A large 

tractor had been used as a stationary engine for many years 

in order to run the threshing machine, ensilage cutter, feed 

mill and so on. The large tractor was too cumbersome for 

field work. 

144 lambs I 

this year of 1980. The hay crop was ove 

2,000 bales but the potatoes gathered we 

less than 5 ton. Of the remaining 996 •<. 

have been developed for the campsite and pit 

in time, more hiking trails and camping spat 

SIMPSON HOUSE 

Rapidly rising land values and land speculate 

as the first settlers. The Crown Grant takei 

Simson House land by Richard Percy Elliot Rot 

cost him S157.00 for 157 acres. Eight years 
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to John Owen Hal 

to General Lewis F. Green-l 

85,000.00. 

It is not known whether Mr 

on the land. Mr. Walcot ii 

property, moved from Stone* 

forms the middli 

Is thought to b. 

Tell Walcot for Sl.600.00. Mr. Walcc 

f Mr. 

of the exii 

than 1900. 

Bittancour 

cted any buildings 

of his purchase of the 

idge a house which now 

ting structure and which 

Mr. Walcot employed 

to build a second sectlot 

of the A the third owner. General Green-Wilkinson, 

made a further addition during bis tenure, 1907-1934. Mr. 

Walcot had laid out extensive orchards and gardens, which 

were of necessity, neglected when General Green-Wilkinson 

was away on military duties. 

The house passed in 1934 to the Simson family. Harry Simson, 

one of three brothers, has stated that there was a murder in 

the original house, before it was moved to Its present location. 

A letter in the British Columbia Archives from J.B. Acland 

related that there'was a house at Stone Cutter's Lake 

occupied by a Mr. Johathan Leigh, a member of the Stone 

Cutting Co. "Legend has it that he was raided and killed by 

Indians" stated Mr. Acland. 



STEVEHS' BOARDING HOUSE 

Ever since the Stevens' Boarding House was built many years 

ago, presumably in 1887, it was a very "special" place as 

it was the focal point for all the comings and goings of 

nearly everyone who came to this end of Salt Spring Island 

in the early days while looking for land, or for other bus­

iness or pleasure reasons. In its heyday it had to be -

there was nowhere else to stay on the island except at the 

"Traveller's Rest" In the Burgoyne Valley, with no good 

connecting road as we know it today between the north and 

south settlements Ganges did not develop to any extent 

until after the stores moved there in 1905 from Central and 

Vesuvius, In this early era the boat service ran from 

Victoria to Nanaimo, stopping at the Fulford Harbour, 

Burgoyne Bay and Vesuvius wharves {not the present ferry 

wharf) on the west side of the island, and returning on 

the east side at Fernwood, Fulford (and somewhat later to 

Beaver Point) the following day, and reversing the 

procedure the following week going up on the east side and 

returning on the west. 

Now that the former Stevens' Boarding House is nearing its 

one hundredth year and I have heen thinking a great deal 
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about its early history, two extraordinary things suddenly 

came to my attention. First, i had aiways been aware that 

my father, Raffles Purdy, had boarded with the Stevens from 

the time they first arrived on the Island. He had been a 

school teacher from London, England, and almost immediately 

resumed his profession on reaching here, teaching at the 

school house at Central, known then as Vesuvius school, from 

1885 until 1897. Second, I suddenly realized that I had 

become the one connecting link between the two families 

of Stevens and Cunninghams (and their various relatives) 

who had either owned or lived in this house continously for 

a period now approaching 100 years, when I married Guy 

Cunningham in September, 1936 and came here as a bride to 

live in the very house where my father had boarded as a 

bachelor teacher forty-nine years earlier, when it was 

first built in 1887!! 

I might also add that my father considered the large Ruckle 

farm, Beaver Point, a choice piece of land, and apart from 

that the other three properties he liked were the Stevens', 

the "spit" property facing up into Ganges Harbour (which 

Edward Walter had bought) and the 123 acres he bought along 

Beddis Road, to be near his sister, Mrs. Emily Beddis. On 

retiring from teaching, he cleared the land on his property, 

planting 500 fruit trees in two orchards. Unlike most 

settlers he remained a bachelor until he married in his 

50th year, becoming that age one month later! By a strange 

turn of fate, over the years his dreams were realized by 

his three daughters, Mary Inglin inheriting his home property, 

Hilary Holmes and her companion Thelma Rose buying twenty 

acres of Edward Walter's "Spit" property, and the writer 

marrying into the Cunningham family and coming to live at 

the former Stevens' Boarding House! 

To explain further about my Stevens-Cunningham connection, 

this came about not only through marriage, but adoption as 

well. At the time the Stevens' couple ran the Boarding 



House In Che early days, among their friends was Che young 

Jenkins couple and their family of seven children. Unfort­

unately Che young mother died aC the birth of her seventh 

child, a girl baby named Myrtle. Mrs. Stevens promptly 

took Eva who was the next youngest child and raised her, 

while my aunt, Mrs. Emily Beddis, adopted the baby Myrtle 

and raised her with my Beddis cousins. In that way, through 

adoption of Myrtle whose sister Eva Jenkins eventually 

married Walter Stevens, a nephew of Henry Stevens, I became 

connected with the Stevens' family. When the elderly Stevens 

couple left their property to Walter and Eva, Mrs. Stevens' 

nephew, Frank Westcott, moved from the Boarding House to live 

with another aunt Mrs. Broadwell, whose property (the recent 

Westcott Subdivision) is about two miles north of here. Mrs. 

Broadwell was Mrs. Stevens' sister and had been known as 

"Nursie" Smith in Ontario, but on coming out to join her 

sister she soon met and married Mr. Broadwell. He ran the 

Broadwell General Merchants' Store at Central, and several 

years later his daughter, Mary, married Harry Caldwell, Sr., 

hence, this brings together a Stevens-Westcott-Caldwell 

relationship. 

It is no wonder that many years later newcomers were warned 

to be careful what they said as so many people on Salt Spring 

Island were related!! Upon Inheriting their property Walter 

and Eva Stevens no longer ran the house as a hotel, as they 

were too busy raising their own family of five daughters 

and one son, Jim Stevens, who still lives on the island, 

at Atkins Road, Ganges. They named their property "Church 

Hill Farm" instead. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stevens had given 

an acre of ground at Che top of the hill above the house for 

a site for St. Mark's Anglican Church in 1889, and as the 

church was commenced that yeat (Mr. Sam Beddis being the 

huilder) it seemed an appropriate name. 

report by Margaret K. (Purdy) 

TABOUNEY HOUSE 

As early as 1812 the first Kanakas arrived in British 

Columbia, brought from Hawaii by the Hudson's Bay Company to 

work at the post in the Okanagan. They were on three year 

contracts at seventeen pounds per year, plus rations and 

lodgings, their wages being paid to their respective tribal 

chiefs. When their contracts terminated, many chose to 

remain in the new land. Tall, capable William Naukana was 

recruited by Hudson's Bay Company Factor James Douglas in 

1840, while the Company was building a fort in Hawaii. 

Naukana served Douglas for more than ten years, sometimes 

travelling in northern Canada by dog-sled, horse or canoe. 

He owned land in Victoria, where the Empress Hotel now stands. 

About 1859, when he returned to Hawaii and found that his 

land had been turned i i sugar plantation, he brought 

of I ! people 

With the help of James Douglas, he 

settled on Portland Island where he 

built a large house. A few years 

later Naukana sold Portland Island 

and moved to Salt Spring, purchasing land at the end of 

Isabella Point. 

One member of this group, Joe Tahouney, built at Isabella 

Point also. Next door, across the creek, lived William and 

Mary (Nawana) Lumley. Descendants of these families, of the 

Paluas and Kamaheles and others remain on Salt Spring Island, 

many of the names anglicized. William Naukana and his friend 

John Palua started what was the first ferry service to the 

islands, using canoes. William Naukana died in 1909, at the 

age of 96, and was buried in the Catholic cemetery at Fulford 



TOLSON RANCH 

The three Tolson brothers were from Staffordshire, part of 

a family of ten. Their father owned cotton mills. Charles 

and John Tolson arrijed on Salt Spring Island several years 

before their younger brother Leonard. John Tolson did not 

stay, but Charles and Leonard were responsible for two 

houses which date before 1900. The building that i 
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small boat, the "Amelia". "Charles met me there with an ox 

wagon and two friends. Jack Scovell and Thomas Mansell" 

Leonard wrote in 1941. "Charlie collected two gallons of 

scotch, Scovell, two gallons of rum and Mansell two gallons 

of rye, all of which had been ordered for Christmas... It 

was very cold that winter and I had one pair of blankets, 

a hard board bed and a cat. I can distinctly remember 

weeping under my blankets that night". Charlie at that 

time lived in an old log house, through the roof of which 

the snow drifted. 

In 1897 Leonard bought "The Ranch" from his brother, 

but in 1903 it was sold to a Mr. Ward foe S6,000-00, when 

Leonard Tolson and his wife and daughter Nora departed for 

Jersey (Channel Islands) where Leonard began a career as a 

teacher. When "The Ranch" was sold Leonard had kept three 
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acres at the bottom of Ganges Hill. Three years later Leonard 

was coaxed back to the Island by the Rev. Wilson, who 

convinced him that the Island could support a private school. 

However, when the Tolsons came back in 1906, moving into a 

two-room cottage on their land while their house "Fairacres" 

(now Fernhili) was being built, they discovered that Arthur 

Cartwright had just opened a school in the Creamery shed at 

Ganges. Leonard opened a rival school with four students; V 

the school survived until the construction of a public I 

school in 1917. ' 

TOLSON/BORRADAILE HOUSE 

A bluebell lane leads up to an old house gently dying, 

next to the modern Best residence on Ganges Hill. The 

first part of the crumbling house was built for Charles W. 

Tolson after he had sold "The Ranch" (now Goodman's Funeral 

Home) to bis younger brother in 1897. Charles Tolson 

married Evelyn Wilson, one of the Rev. E.F. Wilson's 

daughters, in September of 1895 in St. Mark's Church at 

Central Settlement, with a splendid weddir 

"Barnsbury" and a honeymoon in San Franci; 

from their honeymoon, they lived : 

years, then sold it to Leonard and moved to Victoria. They 

returned to Salt Spring Island in 1898 to_build the older 

half of the Tolson/Borradaile house, but very shortly after 

moving into the new house, Charles' illness was diagnosed 

as consumption. For the sake of his health, Evelyn and 

Charles and two children, Mary and Charles, moved to Denver. 

In December of 1899, when Charles' health declined, they 

went to England and there Charles died. 

The house was then purchased by E.G. Borradaile. In 1904 

E. George Borradaile married a second Wilson daughter,_ 

Florence Muriel. In the E.F. Wilson Journal there is a 

drawing of the house and a floor plan, with the note: 

"Mr. and Mrs. E.G. Borradaile's house ." Four children -

Phyllis, Jack, Ted and Gladys, were born there. Claire 
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"The Ranch' 



Buttersfield of Ganges remembers the house well, and ti 

that Botradailes first owned a large tract of land at I 

Harbour where they had a log cabin. Mr. Borradaile wa 

small, wiry man, a builder. Once, during the construe 

of the Trading Company in Ganges, he fell off the roof 

miraculously was not injured. He probably added the t 

storey addition which totally changed the appi 

the house. When the Borradailes moved to what 

Care Centre on Ganges Hill (where George Borradaile 

THE WALTER HOUSE 

Margaret (Shaw) Walti 

I Columbi; Gulf Islands ol 

surprise arrival in 1877 at the hi 

Walter, on Ganges Spit, when "the 

"Early days among the 

ibed her family's 

her uncle. Edward 

S whistle roused my 

uncle in the very early hours of an exquisite June morning • 

this first little trip ashore in Uncle's rowboat remains a 

clear memory after between sixty and seventy years. We 

landed in the little bay where Uncle's home stood and all 

around the scenery was beautiful. Otherwise things were nei 

as we had thought they would be. The house was a one-room 

cottage with a little verandah, 

also a good stone fireplace, very 

comfortable - for a bachelor; a 

small fowl house for a few hens -

the only stock on the place, except - fbwSf" 

i dog; and i : of I • the 

transient occupant. Near the house about a dozen young fruit 

trees had been planted. Otherwise among the 160 acres of 

forest there was perhaps one of roughly cleared land - no 

fencing, no crops or garden. My uncle had written home 

such glowing accounts of the new country, its prospects and 

opportunities, advising us frequently to come out and perhaps 

take up land for ourselves... To my father the situation gave 

such grave discouragement that he thought the only thing to 

do was to go back to Scotland again." 

REV. E.F. WILSON'S EARNSBUBY 

One of Salt Spring Island's most interesting unpublished 

historical documents is the Rev. Edward Francis Wilson's 

illustrated family record; "From Barnsbury England in 1868 

to Barnsbury Canada 1908". A xeroxed copy is owned by one 

of his descendants, Roreeu Morris. The Rev. Wilson arrived 

at Vesuvius on Sunday Feb. 4, 1894, at 10:20 A.M 

"I first set foot on Salt Spring Island having come over 
in a small boat from Kuper Island. Directed by the Bittan-
courts (of whom there seemed to be a large family) I wended 
my solitary way from Vesuvius Bav 
Mrs. Stevens' Boarding 

Offered the sh of Salt Spring, with a stipend of $500.00 

i Fund and about $400.00 from the parishioners 

"I gladly accepted". 

The journal notes the major events of family life... the marriage 

of daughter Evelyn to Charles Tolson in 1894, the building of 

Central Hall in 1896 and the first Agricultural show held there 

in the same year, the marriage of daughter Kathleen to Frank 

Scott in 1898, the marriage of daughter Uinnifred to Frederic 

Henry Walter (an officer on the naval vessel "Egeria") and so 

The fiiM 

childrei 

rth end of the Island. Many of his children, after 

o faming on the Island. In 1906 he 

valley, showing the location of his 

s marking the houses of friends and 

marriage, settled c 

drew a map of the t 

childrens' homes t 

neighbours. 

In the appendix to this booklet we have reprinted Rev. Wilson's 

detailed and well-written account of Salt Spring Island. Intended 

to attract new settlers, this document gives a glo; 

of island activities. 

-41-

-40-
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SALT SPRING ISLAND, 
BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

NCE the Canadian Pacific Railway pierced the Rocky 
Mountains in the year 1885, Victoria, situated on Van. 
couver Island, and capital of British Columbia, has he. 

erally delighted to find in Victoria and its neighborhood * genial 
English like climate, ploughing and other field operations 
being carried on more or less through every month or the win. 
ter, and the farming population, instead of complaining of tiieir 

the case on the other side of the Rockies, contented, cheerful 
and well satisfied with their choice, just in the immediate 
neighborhood of Victoria, that is, within a radius of four or five 

easily procurable for a less sum than $100 or $300 an acre, but 
for persons who desire to make a living by agriculture and have 
but small capital to start with the-e is the choice open to them ol 
a broad tract of land, the Cowichan District, through which the 

0 Railway runs a distance of y« miles 
from-Vlct hey pref t. they rr 

U\7 1 
the Strait of Georgia. It is of one of th 
now to speak, Salt Spring Island, the largest 
five of the group, lying just north of the Sr 
and occupying a most central position as r< 

irth of the 

" p u l l in a small boat | 
at Chemainu, or Sidney 

J-fiin.l.h 
NAME AND AREA, 

irked on then 
Island," it has of late years altogether dropped that name, and 
published maps, as Sail Spring Island,—the saline springs, of 
which there are some 14 or 15 on the Island, being sufficient 
reason for its present name. In lenglh it is about the same as 
the Isle of Wight, viz.: 18 miles, but in area it is less, owing to 
its being indented by several deep bays and harbors, which 
cause its breadth to vary from nine or ten miles in the widest 
parts to less than two in the narrowest. The entire surface 
measure of the island is about 45.440 acres, of which from ten 
to fifteen thousand acres are, perhaps, suitable for cultivation, 
the rest being for the most part rocky and fit only for sheep 
ranching. 'At present there are le; farms occupied, abo 

rated.. 
PHYSICAL CHARACTER AND NATURAL PRODUCTIONS. 

Vancouver Island and the small islands which surround it, 
of which Salt Spring is one, are doubtless the remains of a sub­
merged mountain range, and are described geologically, In a 
recently published Government Report, as " a group of upturned 
;nei=sic rocks, embracing certain tertiary areas and worn down 

regui riesofli 

mising i is of fir I 
cliff* 

struck their roots, so that the country is now covered for [he 
most part by a dense forest:—Douglas pines and white spruce, 
many of them upwards ol zoo feet in height and more than zo 



\ax%(Thuja gigimtcn) of equal height and girth, and hemlock 
•h, iAwt«n —•< alder M ' " " Oregina) and willow 

•ulder clay land 

, rise the red naked limbs of t 
>r peeling off. On Salt Spring 
forest are fully represented, [ 

d the Douglas pine of | 
table for 

ty of fibr 
is perhaps more sought after than any other timber for th 
manufacture of masts and spars. It grows only in the northen 
part of Oregon, Washington Territory and British Columbia 
and attains its full liM only near the coast. 

The surface of Salt Spring Island is « succession of hills 
„„u— r— .1— - - ensely wooded. Us highest 

of Vesuvius Bay, 1,599 feet mountains one Ml. Ertkine, 
in height; He, Baynes, a p __.r. 
goyne Bay, 1,953 feet high : and on w 

southern part of the island, Mt. Sullivan and l i t Bruce, whose 
altitudes are respectively 1,97a and >,}ig Teet. Of fresh water 
lakes there are eleven, the largest being St. Mary's lake, at the 
north end of th* Island, nearly two miles in length ; Cusheon 

ke, about the centre of the island, a favorite resort Tor anglers, 
ring well stocked with iarge-siied speckled trout; and Max­
ell lake, up in the mountains and not much visited. Of the 
nailer lakes, Foord's, Robert's and Brown's, each about ten 
:re« in extent, nre noted for their good fishing. The whole 

j island is well .watered with springs and trout brooks, the princi-
stream being that running from Foord's lake into Fulford 

harbor. 0 
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ferns, grasses and flowers growing wild on Sa 

ORNAMENTAL TREES. SHRUBS, 

' Spiraa discolor and Spirtra DerngtasU, both 

very tough and good for making ramrods, v* 
the Indian name of "Hardak"; Snllat. or 
shaUtn), a low laurel like shr.,n w.1'1 bright. 1 

Coast, and grows everywhere ..-..er the tree-

•gblos 

barberry (Berberii Nervosa J. Oregon gr,pc or" holly -leaved 
barberry (Berberis Aq"ifeliaJ, mock orange, or s) ringa (I'biia-
delphus mallifiora), juniper. 



1 and even 11 feci in length from the base 
t frond, roots two lo three feet in depth ai 
r/Wirow Munitnm (shield Tern), green Hi 
d AitftHiKmfimfaniHa (lad), fern). C 
- fedatum (maiden hair); flaW/i,* , 
dy), and Bthydfom term***, (moon 
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NIMALS AND BIRDS. 
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killing of cock pheasants a 
with dogs is forbidden, but 
are generally killed without such ti rifle or 
with a shot-gun and buckshot. Every farmer on Salt Spring 
has his butcher-shop at his own back door, and it is seldom that 
his larder is not well stocked with venison and birds. If he has 
more deer meat than he needs for his own use he cjin usually 
sell It to a neighbor at five cents a/pound. Grouse sell in the 
city for From 75 cents to St a brace. Pheasants may not be 
sold. Deer skins are a drug on the market and will only retch 
about sis cents a pound. There is a great dearth of singing 
birds in the territory, and it were well if some could be Imported, 

land. Of wood-pigeons PiL-e :o"c ,•'•; '..•. ••/.! -s --•- '.,_-
meaty birds. The most ubiquitous and the most mischievous of 
the winged tribe are the blue jay and the American robin [a 
species of thrush). They consume the cherries and the straw­
berries, turn the early peas out of the rows, pick the apples off 
the trees and the potatoes out of the ground, and do all the 
damage they can to the grain crops. A few doses of strychnine 
is the best, if not the only way of checking their depredations. 
Of reptiles there are a considerable number of Hie common gar­
ter snake (Etttaima) which is quite harmless,, several kinds of 
frogs and lizards, and a huge species of mail (' Bttfa iornis) 
which is found in all parts of the island. The fish inhabiting 
the lakes and streams are the speckled trout and salmon trout ; 

cod, dog-fish, and candle fish (both valuable for their oil), perch, 
herring, smelt, sardine, fee. Whales are occasionally seen 
spouting and hair seals lifting their heads in the bays and inlets 

the same bays and inlets are alive with water fowl or all des­
criptions, wild geese,, mallards, butter-balls, black duck, teal, 
brant, blue-bills, canvas backs, saw-bills, wood duck and wid-



FARMING. 

Extensive wheal field*, large arena r .- - - « 

arley, or peas, or root*, .arc not to be fbonJ on the 

iockv Mountains are crossed the great wheat rcg, 
d the big prairie ftrtsis are all left hjhir 

•e (in,] * i 0r o 
y fi.i.l. .-, I 

drought in summer and no lack of fuel tor the colu .iiviuin. 
Whatever is put into the ground I* sure to grim nod in grow 
well. No Colorado bug w.ill attack the potatoes, no .-...MOUT.T 

time is always dry and warm so that the crops can he g ttlicrrcl 
in almost invariably n godtl condition AiHmim work in* not 
to be hurried over as ploughing can be done afl al itiwl •••'•• i me 
in the winter. There is no amtlety s'»out housing stock during 
the cold weather ,' Sheep wilt generally find : ,!• living ail tnv 

a short time Only. A farm on Hie Pacific const may. perhaps, 
not yield its owner a fortune, but it will at an; rate en iMc him 

greater sustaining power than a hundred acres of land in the 
prairie regions of the Northwest 

The largest land owners and farmer, at present on Salt 
Spring Island are Mr. Joel Broad"ell. who owns i.j6o acres. 
He larms the land mmi73ru;f~a'rimTjrWs house, and keep* a 

Mr. H. 

cattle, 

Last y 

the mo 

res, and goes in chiefly for dairying and sheep farming. 
Ruckle owns i ,000 acres, of which about 4.0 are at pre-

dor cultivation. He believes in mixed larming and has 
sheep, pigs, turkeys and chickens. Last autumn he 
d s;o bushels of wheat, too bushels of oats, 100 bushels 
and put up 20 tons of hay, 60 tons of swedes, and six 
potatoes. Mr. W. E. Scott owns 700 acres, of which 

o are under cultivation. ~VH has cattle, sheep, pigs and 
; and, besides raising grain and potatoes, put up last 
out 50 tons of hay. Mr. Edward Lee owns 400 acres. 

potatoes, Mr. W. Robertson is owner of a,5™ acres, 
t of it being mountainous 'and suitable only for sheep 

bordering on a picturesque little 
•~uTttT\vhicti heirs his own name. About 60 acres of his land is 
now cleared and more or less under cultivation, and he keeps 
cattle, sheep, pigs and chickens. Mr. T. W. Mowat owns 350 
acres, and cultivates about 50. He goes in especially for dairy. 
ing and raising poultry, having to well'bred cows and about aoo 

Mfc J- M._. 

has about 400 acres, Mr. C. TgJMtw-yiOi both valuable proper-
'ies bordering on Ganges Harbor. Messrs. Trege and Spiker-
manoyyn 839 acres, most of which is 0 sheep run, but they make 
a living chiefly by raising fruit. Mr. A. McLennan owns 4'o 
acre*, and with the help of his young'sons cwTh-ates about 17. 
He believes in mixed farming and poultry raising. 

There are other farmers who have not quite so much land, 
nut are nevertheless very successful in their farming operations ; 
among these are Mr. H. Steven), owner of too acres, and one 



an unfrequent yield from a 'single tree. The, 
Canada Reinette and the Blenheim Orange thei 
Mr. W. E. Scott hai i.aoo orchard trees, a Is 

The general opinion as to 

i island may be gathered from tl 

. As RecAROS FRUITS.— The isl 

-owth of apples, pears, plums 

saldwi , Blen 
efru •c Apple, 

:r keeping), and Duchess of Oldenburg and Gravenste 
(summer apples). Peart:—Bartlett and Vicar of Winkftel 
Plum,:—Yellow Egg. Greengage. Magnum Bonum ; and M 
Trege recommends also his " Pawn-scedling," which grov 
twice the sire of an ordinary egg-plum, and Is probably tl 

argest plur 
nbyst Cher 

ernor Wood." Mr. Foord ha. name fine ci 

calls them "September Morcllos." Peat 
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1 fruit! 

eight feet and bear particularly fine berries. Black 
gooseberries are the favorites with most as they n 
to market without risk of spoiling. Strawbcrri, 
grown on the island by the ton, but llie difficulty a 
ing them just at the right time proved a drawbar 
chestnuts, walnuts, filberts, all grow well, 

1. CSRBALS.—All kinds will grow well with 
tion and drainage. Wheat does not pay at preset 
is grown generally only in small quantities for 

cut it green as a fodder-crop. 

3. ROOTS.—Potatoes grow well and are a paying crop 
Yield from four to ten'tons per acre. Swedes will produce ts 

den vegetables of all kinds do well and yield large crops. The, 

there, chiefly near the shore, produces particularly fine vege­
tables and fruit. 

4. THE HAVCROP is ah 

land "Cocksfoot " is general 
its own against the bracken 
well under cultivation "Tim 
clovers are the Red, White I 

iably a Oram 

ong and I 

The fav 



.is much as 1,000 lbs. of butter in 5 year. Figs pay particularly 
well. The favorite breeds are lor dairy cows. Holstein and 
jersey ; sheep. Southdown and Shropshire ; pigs, Berkshire. 

6. POULTRY—Turkeys, geese, ducks, chickens, guinea-
fowl, are all kept on the island. The farmers' wives all say that 
chickens pay well, But that more is made by selling the eggs 
than by raising young birds. A good hen is worth to its owner 
from Si.co to Si.50 a year. The favorite breeds are Leghorns, 
Spanish and Plymouth Rock. Several persons have had great 
success with Turkeys. Geese are kept by those whose farms 
border on the seashore, and are very profitable as they find their 
own living on the sands. Both cattle and poultry arc particu­
larly free from disease on Salt Spring Island. 

ilong well. Fmii iren grow math Inter here then in the Old Country. 
7 will bene here it Inur ye»n old, whettu in ike Old Coooliy they will not 

Mr. Frrd. FnmdMyi—"I nine to Snlt Spring Mind in 1I64. Foe link 
wing 1 roniidfl ikere is no place in Brilish Columbia to equal i t The tee 
-tes keep the trees healthy sod make the wintei mild. Snow new lieu here. 

om any winler wealher enilier Ihan January III, and Ihen it only liaia a ikon 

Market prices obtainable for farm produce in Victoria or 
Nana'uno (shipped by S. S, Joan) are about as follows :—Wheat, 
S>5 a ton : oats, $a8 a ton ;' peas, $30 a ton ; hay, S14 a ton ; 
potatoes, $17 to $J0 a ton ; turnips, $6 a ton ; calves (6 weeks 
old), S8 to $10 each ; lambs (early), $4-5° each ; .young pigs (6 
weeks old), Ss.50 aach : turkeys, $1-50 to Ss-So each ; geese, 
£t to $1.50 ; ducks, $7 to $8 per dozen ; chickens, $5 to $6 per 
dozen ; eggs, 10 to 40 cents a dozen (shipped in cases contain­
ing from 30 to 36 doien); butter, 15 10*35 cents per lh.; wool, 
to cents per (h.. apples, a cents per lb.; pears, a cents per lb.; 
plums, a j i cents per lb.: cherries, 4 cents per lb.; strawberries, 
5 to 8 cents per fa.; red or white currants, 8 to 10 cents per 81.; 
black currants, 7 to 10 cents per lb,; gooseberries, 10 cents per 
lb ; raspberries, 8 to to cents per lb.; blackberries, S to 10 cents 

GENERAL HISTORY. 

The first white settlers to arrive on the island were Mr. j . 
P. Booth, the present member of parliament, and Mr. H. Samp­

son; formerly an employe of the Hudson Bay Company at Port 
"Rupert. These twojgentlemen, together with several others 
• who have since died or left the island, • rriy ed_ idlSugustJ 8S9> 

and are still resident there with their families- They came in • 
schooner which was at that time plying between Victoria and 
the'newly discovered coal mines at Nanaimo; they found the 
island quite uninhabited except for the occasional risit of wan­
dering and maraudins^Jndians._ Under the proclamation of 
fcovenvoTDouglaS, any intending settler was permitted to choose 
land for himself in any desirable spot, and was guaranteed that 
whenever the land so selected and occupied came to the market 
he should have the right to pre-empt it at a sum not exceeding 
St. 15 per acre. Under this understanding Messrs. Booth and 
Sampson and othen who were with them each selected and 
marked out their ranches. For a long time life on the island 
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hand or d r a w n on shore w i t h an ord inary garden rake or hoe. 
indeed they are s t i l l caught in this way, by those who care for 
them, d u r i n g the season. T h e po in t owned by Mr . E d . W a l t e r , 
and cal led " the s p i t , " used to be a g rea t place o f rendezvous 
for the Ind ians. One n i g h t there was such a y e l l i n g and h o l ­
l o a i n g and b r i n g o f guns on the spit tha t the sett lers in the 
ha rbo r were in considerable a l a rm fear ing tha t some N o r t h e r n 
Ind ians had a r r i ved , and tha t a fight was g o i n g on . i t t u r n e d 
ou t . however, a f te rwards , tha t a pack o f h u n g r y wolves had 
a t t acked the Ind ians ' dogs and tha t that was the cause o f the 
d is tu rbance . • 

A m o n g the ear l iest w h i t e set t lers on the i s land , w h o are 

s t i l l l i v i ng there, and whose names have not yet been ment ioned , 

are M r . N o r t o n and M r . Rob inson , who came in i860 , and 

Messrs. M a x w e l l and A kermar i , w h o a r r i ved a few years la ter . 

The first school house erected on the is land . . . - . " • - . 

:; the < ' i g i n a l 

subsequent ly took i ts place, bu i l t on the same s p o t ; bo th these 

were l og bu i ld ings . The first school teacher was a colored m a n 

named Jones. He t augh t s ix days in the week, three days at 

the Set t lement and three days in a l og house at the N o r t h End . 

T h e second school house ment ioned has n o w been replaced by a 

modern l o o k i n g f rame b u i l d i n g , bu t the o ld l og one st i l l s tands 

close beside i t , and is occasional ly used for pub l ic meet ings or 

Sunday service*. There are now four Governmen t schools on 

the I s l a n d , Vesuv ius school , 18 pup i l s , teacher M r , R. Purdy ; 

N o r t h E n d school , 18 p u p i l * , teacher Miss M c K i n n o n ; the V a l ­

ley school , 34 pupi ls , teacher Mr . A . YV. Cooke ; Beaver Po in t 

schoo l , 17 pupi ls , teacher Mr . Geo. K i r k e n d a l e . The pup i ls at 

these schools are, many o f (hem. wel l advanced, qu i te a n u m b e r 

h a v i n g passed successful ly the H i g h School Ent rance E x a m i n a ­

t ions. The teacher* ' pay is $50 a mon th . 

The first m in is te r to ho ld a re l ig ious service on the i s land 

was the Rev . Ebenezer Robson, o f the Me thod i s t C h u r c h . H e 

preache'd in the o l d Vesuv ius schoolhouse t h i r t y years ago . 

Af ter h i m came the Rev. T h o m a s Crosby and the Rev. M r . 

W h i t e , Method is t min is ters . They resided on Vancouve r ! s . 
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'.er and Mr. Joel Broadwell, and one constable, Mr. W. Mc-
Fadden. The gaol, a small square white building, containing a 
hall and two cells, was built nine years ago, but has only been 
ejauwiail •»—•• c imes, once for cattle stealing, twice For kill-

on, and twice Tor fighting ; this speaks well 
peaceable condition of the community. The keys of the 

e kept by Mr. Broadwell, and trials are held in the naf-
II Within 

•ng game 

I j\lj arge number of dilTerentnationalitiesare represented. There 
L1 .-i "proximately, old and young, 160 English (or Canadians), 

itch, 20 Irish, 33 Portuguese, 13 Swedes, 4 Germans, a 
tgians. 34 Americans, 00 Halfbreeds, 40 Colored, or partly 
d people, 6 Sandwich Islanders, to Japanese, also t 
ian, 3 Greeks, 1 Patagonian. 

Religious cor 
-ch Of Englar 

Roman Catholic, So; Baptist, I ; Lutheran,';.; Greek Church, 
i ; Congregational, 3 ; Salvation Army, a ; leaving about 40 
whose religion is unknown. 

' There are about 61 married couples on the island, 35 single 
men or widowers, 7 single women or widows, 50 young men, 
jo young women, 83 boys, Bo girls, ]6 babies. 

Trades and occupations are represented as follows ;—Car-
penters and builders, 4 ; engineers, • ; blacksmiths, 3 ; brick­
layers, 1 I tavern-keeper, 1 ; boarding house keepers, a ; stone­
cutters, a ; hunters, 1 ; fishermen, 1 ; seal hunters, 10. 

There is an Odd Fellows' lodge with a membership of 38. 
Noble Grand, P. Purvis; Secretory, Jos. Akermnn, Jr. They 
meet once a month. There are five Post Offices on the Island. 
v ie: Vesuvius (Joel Broad wellrTTscTrth End (Levi Lnkin); 
Burgoyne Bay (S, Maxwell); Fulford Harbor (II. M. Rogers); 

Fernwood, Vesuvius Bay, Gnnges Harbor, Burgoyne Bay, Ful­
ford Harbor. Two boarding-houses, (t) by Mrs. Stevens, at 
Vesuvius, roomy"and home-like, with accommodation for 12 
guests ; charges by the day, St, by the week. $$, ( j j by J. 
Akermnn, in the Valley, charges the same. Onejjxcrjk. with 
barroom at Fulford harbor, by H. M. Rogers. One general 
store, Vesuvius Bay, by E. J. Bitancourt! ' 

~~t2uite a number of the Half-breeds on the Island still gain 
their livelihood to a considerable extent by hunting ; others go 
to the Mainland for the salmon fishing, in the_ Eraser River 
during the season, and among those living on fhe Island are 
several professional sealers, who, at the beginning of each year 
—about Jauuary—join a sealing vessel in Victoria and sail away 
3,000 miles across the ocean to the coast of japan, a voyage of 
about 60 days, not expecting to be home again before the 
following September or October. It seems a long way to go, 
but as they will often bring back from St.000 to $1,200 in their 
pockets, they find it well worth their while to make lite trip. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. 
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>6 SALT SPRING ISLAND, 

of the world. It will be noticed thflt its longitude is 123 degrees 
30 minutes West of' Greenwich, and that its latitude is very 
nearly 49 degrees North of the equator. It is separated from 
the large Island of Vancouver on the West by a narrow but 
navigable sea channel, and to the East and North of it are 
numerous other smaller islands, all lying within the Strait of 
Georgia. On Kuper Island, just North of Salt Spring is an 
Indian settlement. Moresby Island to the South is the domain 
of Captain Robertson, who owns the whole island and resides 
upon it with his family. Plumper Pass has quite a settlement 
of white people, slid steamboat connection with Vancouver, 
New Westminster and Nanaimo, as well as with Victoria. 
Snanich Peninsula to the South, is a part of Vancouver Island, 
and there a railway, only just opened, connects with the City of 
Victoria—two trains daily each way. The EsquimaU and Nan­
aimo Railway runs Northward from Victoria to Nanaimo and 
Wellington, tome few miles back from the sea channel to the 
left of the map, and is shortly to be extended to Comox. To 
" catch the train," a boat must be hired either at Burgoyne Bay 
or Vesuvius Bay, to reach the opposite shore (the charge being 
Si. 50) and then there is a walk of a few miles to the railway ; 
or a boat may be taken from Fulford Harbor or Beaver Point 
to Sidney, the railway terminus on the Saanich Peninsula. But 
the usual way of getting to Victoria or Nanaimo, and also of 
sending produce to or receiving stores from the city, is by steam­
ship "Joan,"—a very comfortably fitted up passenger vessel of 
544 tons register. The charge for single passage to or from 
Victoria is fa.00, return ticket S3.00; to or from Nanaimo, 
$2.50, return $2.15. Freight to Victoria $2,50 a ton ; to Nan­
aimo Sa.Oo, Meals on board, very good.and well served, 50 
cents. Stateroom for the night, extra 75 cents. A trader on 
board, named J. Wilson, does a good deal of business with the 
Salt Spring farmers. The " Joan " arrives up from Victoria on 
Tuesday, in the forenoon, calling at Burgoyne Bay at about 
I I a.m. and Vesuvius Bay is noon, and thence proceeding on 
her northern course 35 miles to Nanaimo, and on 56 miles fur­
ther to Comox. She returns on Saturday, taking the other side 
of the Island on her down trip, and calling at Fefnwood (North 
End), Ganges Harbor about 9.4; a.m., and Fulford Harbor 
' I 

28 *Ai,T araiNc ISLAND, 

ibout 10.45 ••'"• Tt» following Tuesday she goes up on the 
.".ait aide of the Island and down on the West side on Satur­
day, thus changing her course ever)- week. There is always a 

real gathering at the wharf on "steamboat day ;" some are 
erhaps going on board and some have come to meet friends ; 
>hers have farm produce to ship or stores to receive ; there are 
-nits of poultry, boxes of eggs, cases of butter, lambs or sheep 
•ing uncomfortably on their sides with their tegs pinioned, little 
Igs carefully boxed up, and grcnt old hogs with their feet tied 
rmly to a pole hy which they will be carried, yelling and strug-
'ing but incapable of resistance, on board. All around the 
harf under the trees are picturesquely grouped the srf tiers' 
<ddle ponies and conveyances, ox-teams, one-horse carts, 
;avy waggons with horses, spring buggies, etc. The boat 
-mes, ropes are thrown—all is bustle for awhile—then a deep 
-if stle, plnnk drawn in, and off she goes again. Settlers crowd 
nund the little Post Office window to get their mail and their 
light bills, then all disperse, and the wharf is left empty and 

now only to add that the chief wants felt by the 
ftich they hope will erelong be supplied, are :— 

•wT 
iters, and • 

much sickness—far other-
se. The island stems to have a wonderful immunity from 
rase of all kinds, whether as nfleeting man, beast or fenthertd 
vl. But there are occasionally cases when a doctor's pres-
.-e is most urgently and promptly! needed, and none is to be 
nd nearer than Maple Bay; it is hard also on a poor settler 
have to pay $15, Sao or S25 for the single visit of a medical 
-fctitioner. A doctor who would make his living partly by 
-ning, with the annual grant from the government of SJCVJ.OO, 
1 the fees he would collect from his patients on Sslt Spring 
1 the adjacent islands, might pass a very easy and enjoyable 

2nd. A family hotel, built on some pretty spot overlooking 

3rd. A good general store in some central spot. 

I 
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4th. A shoe maker 

6th. More frequent steamboat service, especially in sum­
mer when small fruits are liable to spoil, if not shipped at oner. 
A daily ferty to Sidney, to connect with the Saanich train would 
be very advantageous. 

yth. More settlers. That the land is worth having is 
proved by the rapidity with which it lias been all taken up. No 
government land* remain now on the market, with the fxeep-
tioa of some mountain ranges end a tract near the centre of the 
Island, called the Cranberry Marsh. But owners of large 
farms are, many of them, willing to divide up and dispose of 
a portion of their property, provided they can .>••.• a fair 
figure. As clearing land is expensive, there is a vast difference 
between the price of cleared land under cultivation, and that 
which is still primeval forest. The market value of the former 
is from $50.00 to f 115,00 per acre, according to situation and 
character of soil, while the latter may be purchased at From 
Sj.oo to $15.00 per acre. 

The parties In Victoria and rJan.-nmo with whom the Salt 
Spring Island farmers for the most part do their trading are :— 

VICTORIA. 
Henry S-^nders, Wholesale and Retail Grocer, Johnson Street. 
Simon Leiser, Wholesale Grocer, Yates Street. 
T. G. Raynor, General Grocer, 14 City Market. 
S. Schoen, Genera) Grocer, 177 Douglas Street. '* 
L. Dickinson, General Grocer and Feed, 113 Douglas Street. 
T. Porter It Son*, Butchers, Johason Street. 
Erskine ft Wall, General Grocers, corner Government and Fort 

Streets. 
Fell ft Co., General Grocers, Fort Street. 
Brackman ft Kef, Feed, Government Street, 
Fred. Came, Jr., Grocer and Provisions. Yates Street, 
W. J. Mitchell, Butcher, Douglas Street. 
Lawrence Goodacre, Butcher, Government and Johnson Street. 
Van Volkenburgh, Butcher, Yates Street. 

NANAIMO. 
. Lawrence Minion, General Grocer. 

D. H. Beckley, Butcher. 
Co-operative Store Grocery and Butcher Departments. 
Be v dock way, General Grocer and Fruiterer. 
Ed. Qoeonetl, Butcher. 
A. R. Johnson ft Co., General Grocer and Feed. ' 

Copies of this pamphlet may be obtained from the compiler, 
Rev. E. F. Wilson, Salt Spring Island, B. C. Price, 15 cents 
•Ingle copy; I1.56 per dosen. , 






