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ALL AGLOW: Aurora borealis seen in the sky over Vesuvius Bay and the north end of Salt Spring Island in a photo taken late in the evening on Friday, May 
10 from the summit of Mount Erskine. The historic category G5 geomagnetic storm came courtesy a coronal mass ejection from the 200,000-km-wide 
sunspot AR3664. The light is energy released after electron-excited atoms and molecules in the Earth’s upper atmosphere relax to lower energy states.

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

The islands’ land use authority has given 
notice and offered a fi rst look at possible 
changes to its core guidance document, 30 
years after the last time the Islands Trust’s 
Policy Statement was meaningfully revised. 

The Trust’s Executive Committee last 
month directed staff to arrange the fi rst-
ever Islands Trust Council “Committee of 
the Whole” (COW) meeting, where they 
plan to receive the new draft of the Policy 
Statement and “discuss the process by which 
it will be considered,” according to a resolu-
tion, after which the EC will hold a special 
meeting “for consideration of next steps.” 

A special electronic meeting of Trust 
Council’s COW is set for Thursday, May 30, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The posting 
of that meeting’s agenda on May 7 marked 

the fi rst time trustees have seen the pro-
posed changes to the Policy Statement, right 
alongside members of the public.  

It’s a novel bit of public policy tradecraft 
hoped to help avoid re-igniting public 
rancor; in 2021, Trust Council hit pause on 
the revision process after a posted agenda 
included a proposed draft amendment 
bylaw — and that prompted backlash 
and a petition over worries trustees were 
moving forward without sufficient public 
input.

Trust Council reacted then by sending 
staff back to the drawing board, to incorpo-
rate what became a signifi cant amount of 
feedback — hammered out into 32 resolu-
tions — into a new document. That work 
has been done and a document was pro-
duced, which before May 7 had been shared 
only with nine First Nations representatives 

and staff at the Agricultural Land Commis-
sion, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, 
Bowen Island Municipality and the Island 
Trust Conservancy for their feedback. 

The proposed changes are unsurprisingly 
plentiful and would likely have mixed con-
sequences.  

The structure and readability of the Policy 
Statement is improved, staff believe, and 
they noted several signifi cant changes from 
the 2021 draft, including the deletion of 
“preamble language” about interpreta-
tions of the Trust’s Object — also called the 
“preserve and protect” mandate — and 
the removal of advocacy policies, including 
one about desalination plants and another 
about the Trust seeking tree-cutting author-
ity for local trust committees.  

POLICY STATEMENT continued on  2

ISLANDS TRUST 

Document trims mandate interpretations, tree-cutting language 

Policy Statement draft released
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20242024
THE CLASS OF

Graduation Book will be published in June.

Contact the Driftwood today 
250-537-9933 | nancy.johnson@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

HELP US 
CELEBRATE 
THEIR 
SUCCESS!

If you’re a proud parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle: 
tell them you care. If you rely on students for your 
seasonal or regular workforce, send the class a 
congrats. Or if you want to build brand awareness of 
your products and services to these up and comers, 
tell them you’re open for business.

G U L F  I S L A N D S

ENVIRONMENT

LCC, community weigh in on moth spraying
Commision members 
concerned about 
misinformation; citizens 
feel inadequately warned

BY ROBB MAGLEY & GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring officials are fielding commu-
nity concerns about recent aerial spraying 
for the invasive spongy moth — worries 
fueled, they said, by misinformation online. 

Messages spread via the internet include 
allegations the spraying violated condi-
tions of the permit issued by the Ministry of 
Environment for application of the bacte-
ria-based insecticide Foray 48B, which took 
place May 6 over a 48-hectare area centred 
on Elizabeth Drive. 

While islanders seem to agree a spongy 
moth infestation would endanger local 
trees, at the last meeting of Salt Spring’s 
Local Community Commission (LCC) Thurs-
day, May 9, commissioners lamented that 
because of the online discourse, much of 
what they had heard directly from their 
constituents seemed misinformed. 

“My concern about it is that there’s a lot 
of inaccurate information that’s spreading 
in the community,” said commission mem-
ber Brian Webster, characterizing what 
he’d seen online as “about three parts inac-
curate information to one part accurate.” 

In online posts, some islanders alleged 
the product causes a wide range of health 
effects — and that the BC Ministry of For-

ests-contracted aircraft sprayed during a 
period of excessive wind, endangering Salt 
Spring waterways. In a communique sent 
to the Driftwood and multiple government 
offices via email, Salt Spring resident Oona 
McOuat said she witnessed high winds 
from her vantage point on the north end 
of Mary Lake — an assertion she supported 
with weather data from a privately owned 
monitoring station seven kilometres away 
from the spray area — and that the plane 
“sprayed directly over Duck Creek” down-
stream of St. Mary Lake, and the spray 
drifted back over the lake itself. 

McOuat provided, and posted online, 
photos of the aircraft and a video showing 
swaying branches and waves on the lake, 
which she said proved May 6 was not a safe 
day to spray due to wind levels. 

Driftwood coverage — from beside an 
open field inside the target zone — report-
ed practically windless conditions through-
out the May 6 early-morning spraying, 
including about a half-hour before the air-
craft arrived and just after it left the area. 

A group of about 15 islanders gathered 
in Centennial Park on Saturday to share 
information and encourage a demand 
for government to halt the next planned 
spray session — tentatively set for the 
early hours of Thursday, May 16, weather 
permitting — and to consider alternate 
spongy moth eradication methods instead. 
They expressed concerns about the poten-
tial impacts of Foray 48B on human, animal 
and lepidoptera health, and said they felt 
the notice given to residents was inad-
equate. A number of attendees living in 
the affected area said they did not receive 

SSIFR 

RV, shed destroyed in fire
Second call to same 
property in less than
three years

BY GAIL SJUBERG
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Salt Spring Island Fire Rescue (SSIFR) per-
sonnel responded to reports of an outbuild-
ing on fire in the 300 block of West Eagle 
Drive on Saturday afternoon.

“An RV and a nearby storage shed were 
consumed with flames that extended into 
the surrounding trees and ground cover,” 
reported SSIFR Capt. Warren Nuyens in a 
media release. “Crews were able to knock 
down and control the spread of the fire 
with handline attacks from two apparatus. 

Water was supplied to the scene using a 
tender shuttle operation that fire depart-
ment members train on regularly. Fifteen 
firefighters were on scene with no reported 
injuries.”

The fire was called in by nearby Sun 
Eagle Drive resident John Cade, who heard 
bangs and other strange noises coming 
from the property and went to investigate. 
He said he could see flames coming from 
a shed. 

Cade said neighbourhood residents are 
especially concerned about fire as the area is 
very rocky and dry, contains a lot of broom, 
has no fire hydrants and only one exit. 

Nuyens said the cause of the fire had not 
been immediately determined.

SSIFR were called to the same property 
in November of 2021 when a cabin was 
destroyed by fire there.

advisory postcards sent in the mail, see pes-
ticide use permit ads or stories in the Drift-
wood and on its website, or signs erected 
on roadsides. Some people were caught 
off-guard out walking their dogs as the 
spray event occurred, they said, and other 
vulnerable people were likely affected. 

Foray 48B — like related products 48F 
and 76B — is a water-based suspension of 
the Bacillus thuringiensis variety “kurstaki” 
(Btk) bacteria, designed specifically for for-
estry applications, according to manufac-
turer Valent Bioscience. Available products 
that contain Btk are certified for use on 
produce labelled “organic” by the Organic 
Materials Review Institute; the bacteria 
itself is often found in soil, according to 
B.C. government officials. 

During a specific period in a moth’s 
life cycle, the insect will die if caterpillars 
ingest live Btk bacteria; once the product 
is sprayed, according to provincial officials, 
those bacteria only survive for about a 
week, making the use of Btk attractive for 
targeted spraying without endangering 
other insects that develop at other times of 
year or under different conditions. 

A list of Foray 48B’s non-bacterial inert 
ingredients have been made available to 
multiple governments, including Canada’s; 
after analyzing them for health consider-
ations, each agreed to keep the specific 
formulation in confidence to protect those 
“trade secrets” from competitors. 

When asked if the North Salt Spring 
Waterworks District was concerned about 
the spraying’s impact on water supply, 
NSSWD CAO Mark Boysen said, “Our pri-
mary concern was that the NSSWD was not 
engaged or formally notified before the 
spraying. We reached out to the Province 
prior to the spraying to confirm if the St. 
Mary Lake community water supply was 
considered in their planning. The min-
istry shared that it was considered and 

addressed through the buffer zone.” 
Capital Regional District director Gary 

Holman told fellow LCC members he spoke 
with Dr. Murray Fyfe, Island Health’s medi-
cal health officer for the region, who told 
him while he did advise people as a pre-
cautionary measure to stay indoors during 
spraying, that was “about it.” 

“He assured me that there’s a long his-
tory of using Btk,” said Holman, “and that 
there have been no documented health 
effects.”   

While Btk products have been used for 
decades, there have been reports of health 
effects. A 2003 article published in the 
New Zealand Medical Journal studied hun-
dreds of residents in one neighbourhood 
— through symptom checklists and ques-
tionnaires measuring health perceptions 
— before and after an aerial spraying there 
of Foray 48B. That study found the spray-
ing to be associated with increased report-
ing of upper airway, gastrointestinal and 
neuropsychiatric symptoms, as well as “a 
reduction in overall perception of health in 
the exposed population.” 

In a 2005 article published in the peer-
reviewed journal Psychosomatic Medicine, 
researchers studied the same question-
naires and discovered that residents’ wor-
ries about “the effects of modern life on 
health” strongly influenced the attribu-
tion of symptoms and beliefs about health 
effects from the spray.   That study con-
cluded the number of symptoms reported 
after the spray “was most closely related 
to the number of symptoms reported at 
baseline.” 

“I’m relatively familiar with what’s being 
sprayed,” said Webster, an apple orchard-
ist, “and I’m confident Health Canada and 
the provincial Ministry of Health know 
what they’re talking about when they say 
what’s being sprayed is not a health risk to 
anyone — or any mammal, or any bird, or 
any fish, or any flying insect.” 

B.C.’s Environmental Appeal Board 
recently dismissed an attempt to halt spray-
ing in B.C. brought by Communities United 
for Clean Air, a committee of Freedom 
Rising-affilianted political activism group 
BC Rising. In a decision released May 3, the 
board found, in part, that the appellant’s 
“evidence [did] not support a conclusion 
that any of the human health effects they 
describe are likely to occur.” 

Rain or high winds could postpone any 
treatments until the following suitable 
morning. For up-to-date information visit 
gov.bc.ca/spongymoth-news. 

“I’m confident Health Canada 

and the provincial Ministry of 

Health know what they’re talking 

about when they say what’s being 

sprayed is not a health risk.” 

BRIAN WEBSTER
Local Community Commissioner
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Online public meeting set for May 30

That last reflects a Trust Council motion from March 2023, 
when a majority of trustees voted to “promptly inform the 
province that it no longer wishes to proceed” with efforts that 
sought provincial authority to let individual islands enact tree-
cutting bylaws. 

And on the object/mandate interpretation, 
staff suggested it simply might not belong there. 

“There is no requirement to include a spe-
cific breakdown of the Object, [nor] to include 
a definition of unique amenities” in the Policy 
Statement, according to an accompanying staff 
report. “Indeed, the document has never had 
these definitions, but rather goals/objectives 
and policies.” 

Instead, according to staff, the Policy State-
ment read “as a whole” will offer Trust Coun-
cil’s vision for the “future of the Trust Area, its 
understanding of the unique amenities it wishes 
preserved and protected, [and an] expression of 
how it wishes to balance the elements (unique 
amenities and environment)” included in the 
mandate. 

“For this reason, staff reflected on the challenges that the 
Islands Trust Object interpretation section presented in rela-
tion to the value offered, and comments received from First 
Nations,” read the report, “[and] are recommending this sec-
tion not be included.” 

This would not, staff noted, preclude any LTCs from opening 
their own official community plans with a “context statement” 
on interpreting the mandate. 

Among the 34 Trust Council resolutions that guided these 
draft revisions, Resolution 4 — which instructed staff remove 

“commitments of Trust Council” from each subsection and 
replace them with more general guiding principles — is cited 
most often as the rationale for specific changes.  

And while those are essentially simple rewordings, the result 
may seem jarring. For example, a sentence that previously read 
“. . .  the rate and scale of growth and development in the Trust 
Area must be carefully managed and requires limitation” now 

begins in the assertive: “Limit the Rate 
and Scale of Development: to define and 
maintain appropriate limits for the rate 
and scale of development in order to pre-
serve and protect the unique amenities 
and environment.” 

The COW will include all trustees and 
was designed to allow a less formal struc-
ture for discussing complex issues — such 
as budgets, policy development or advo-
cacy — without being constrained by 
rigid meeting procedures. And decision-
making is off the table at COW meet-
ings, according to staff and trustees, who 
believe rolling out the first discussions of 
the Policy Statement in such a meeting 
will help alleviate any concerns the pro-

posed changes might be approved without public feedback.   
An update to the Policy Statement — to revise the guiding 

document to address issues such as the climate crisis, growing 
housing needs and the Trust’s commitment to reconciliation 
with local First Nations — has been in planning since at least 
2019. 

The proposed changes to the Policy Statement can be found 
within the agenda for the COW meeting at islandstrust.bc.ca/
event/trust-council-committee-of-the-whole/. 

Those interested in the issue can also join the May 30 meet-
ing electronically at the same URL.  

CONSERVATION

Effort hits $1.2M goal 
Lumley Road parcel will 
preserve wetland, habitat

BY ROBB MAGLEY
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

After less than a month of active fundrais-
ing, local organizers and the BC Parks Foun-
dation announced they had put together the 
full $1.2 million needed to buy and preserve 
31.2 acres of mature Coastal Douglas Fir 
(CDF)  habitat on Salt Spring’s south end. 

Foundation CEO Andy Day called the suc-
cessful effort for what most islanders know 
as the Lumley Road Conservation Project a 
“shining example” of people coming togeth-
er to make a lasting positive impact. And Salt 
Spring organizer Elissa Poole, who along-
side fellow islander Charles Kahn originally 
launched plans to conserve the parcel, said 
she was delighted. 

“I couldn’t be happier,” said Poole, “know-
ing that this special forest and wetland will at 
last be protected.” 

Along with “generous” contributions from 

local donors, organizers said the funding 
goal was reached with the help of a $100,000 
grant from the Salt Spring Island Founda-
tion’s Land Protection Fund and a significant 
gift from Wilson 5 Foundation. 

“The Salt Spring community has been 
wonderfully supportive,” said Poole, 
“whether maintaining pledges made years 
earlier, or jumping in with significant dona-
tions as soon as they’d learned about the 
project.” 

The property flanks both sides of unde-
veloped Lumley Road, which connects Isa-
bella Point Road to Mountain Road; the 
land’s proximity to an 800-acre ecological 
reserve — as well as a covenanted 76-acre 
forest reserve — provided a rare opportu-
nity, organizers said, to conserve an almost 
untouched stretch of natural area in the CDF 
zone contiguous to currently protected areas 
— minimizing the fragmentation of forested 
land in the area. 

“Today is a big win for this vital ecosystem 
and for everyone involved,” said Day. 

For details visit bcparksfoundation.ca/proj-
ects/parks-bank/salt-spring-island/. 

POLICY STATEMENT 
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PHOTO BY MARY KASTYLE

The Capital Regional District (CRD) received an additional $100,000 from the Salt Spring 
Island Foundation’s Land Protection fund Thursday, May 9. The funding is intended 
to provide capacity for environmental assessments to inform access trail planning, 
surveying, signage and development at the newly acquired Mount Maxwell (Hwmet’utsum) 
Community Park. From left are Salt Spring Island Foundation board chair Walter Stewart, 
Salt Spring Island parks and recreation manager Dan Ovington, Local Community 
Commission members Gayle Baker and Brian Webster, and Salt Spring CRD director Gary 
Holman.  

BC FERRIES

New webcams include Crofton site
30 minor route terminal 
webcams added online

BY ROBB MAGLEY
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

BC Ferries announced several new 
webcams have come online with near-
live images of vehicle staging areas at 
terminals serving Salt Spring Island. 

Starting Thursday, May 9, among the 

30 new cameras offering real-time views 
were those facing the Fulford Harbour, 
Long Harbour and Vesuvius Bay vehicle 
staging areas — and notably, there’s also 
one in Crofton, so islanders can finally 
see the line-up on Chaplin Street. 

“Our customers have told us that reli-
ability is something they value in their 
ferry service,” said customer experience 
VP Melanie Lucia. “They have places to 
be and want to be able to plan their 
travel and plan their day.” 

New cameras are also in operation on 
Pender, Galiano, Mayne and Gabriola 
Island terminals. 

In addition to the new minor route 
cameras, visitors to the website can now 
directly access current conditions infor-
mation, as well as the most recent ser-
vice notices issued and BC Ferries’ map-
based vessel tracker. 

Visit bcferries.com/current-conditions/ 
to access the newly available informa-
tion.
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Dr. James Buchan
Medical School Awards

  fo lliw eht rednu detaerc saw tsurt A
Dr. James Buchan, providing annual 
awards to former students of Gulf Islands 
Secondary School who are attending an 
accredited medical school on a full time 
basis. The trustee may review a variety of 
criteria including: 

•  Academic excellence 
•  Financial need or 
•  Leadership qualities and school/

community involvement. 
This award may be renewable in 
subsequent years, should the student 
wish to re-apply. The value of the awards 
may vary. Final deadline for applications 
(letter, resume, transcripts of marks, letters 
of reference and income information) is 
June 21, 2024. to the Counselling Office 
at GISS.

“There is no requirement 

to include a specific 

breakdown of the 

Object, [nor] to include 

a definition of unique 

amenities . . . .” 

ISLANDS TRUST STAFF 
REPORT ON POLICY 
STATEMENT DRAFT
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Adverse 
effects

S
ince a Ministry of For-
ests-contracted airplane 
sprayed Foray 48B on a 
small part of Salt Spring 

May 6, fear and anger has 
been a measurable byproduct.  

Some people concerned about the aerial spraying 
of the long-used pesticide to help eradicate a small 
spongy moth infestation centred on the Elizabeth 
Drive area feel residents were not given adequate 
notice about the plan. 

While some may have been aware that spray-
ing was in the works at some point, many did not 
know that May 6 had been chosen as the fi rst date. 
Postcards may have been mailed advising generally 
of the intention to spray, but the specifi c date and 
time was available on short notice via a few roadside 
signs and the spongy moth website. Even Driftwood 
readers only heard of a likely “late April/early May” 

timeframe in a March 27 
story. So it is understandable 
how many people were not 
aware of the May 6 event. 
Last-minute weather plans 
notwithstanding, the Min-
istry of Forests needs to 
look at its methods of giv-
ing notice and do better to 
ensure affected residents 
are informed when a day is 
picked. The ministry’s advice 
is for those concerned to 

stay indoors while spraying occurs and for up to an 
hour afterwards; in the May 6 case the spraying was 
from just after dawn until about 6:15 a.m.  

It’s easy to create fear with words like “pesticides” 
and “spraying.” No one wants to or should be 
sprayed with a pesticide. But while this stuff might 
be icky, cause irritation and discomfort to some peo-
ple, it is not poisonous and meets credible standards 
of safety when used properly. And just because the 
manufacturer advises it should not be spilled into 
waterways, that does not mean any water it comes 
in contact with — in any amount — is then contami-
nated.  

With respect to those advocating for an alternate 
way to stop the establishment of spongy moth pop-
ulations — and certainly people’s concerns should be 
heard by relevant authorities — this is a case where 
heeding the advice and long experience of those in 
the fi eld is warranted. 

A May 3 B.C. Environmental Appeal Board deci-
sion to dismiss an application for halting of spraying 
thoughtfully analyzes arguments for and against use 
of aerial spraying of Foray 48B. It can be found on 
the Canlii.org site by searching Communities United 
for Clean Air. It’s a welcome antidote to fear-based 
emotional responses that are so easy to fi nd and 
spread online these days.

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
Spray notice

WE SAY:
Ministry must 
do better

Protect farming heritage
BY DONNA SAFFEL

I am writing to express 
my deep concern over the 
recent actions taken by the 
Capital Regional District (CRD) 
regarding agricultural activity on rurally 
zoned properties on Salt Spring Island. 

As a resident who cherishes the unique 
character and heritage of our island, I 
believe it is essential to uphold the rights of 
property owners and respect the historical 
agricultural culture that has defi ned Salt 
Spring for generations.

Salt Spring Island has a rich 
tradition of agriculture, with 
small-scale farming playing 
a pivotal role in shaping our 
community’s identity. From 
lush vineyards to organic pro-
duce farms, our island’s agri-
cultural landscape is not only a 
source of sustenance but also 
a refl ection of our values and 
way of life. However, recent 
crackdowns by the CRD threat-
en to undermine this heritage 
and disrupt the livelihoods of 
property owners who depend 
on agricultural activities for their income.

One particularly contentious issue is the 
regulation of chickens on rural properties. 
For many residents, keeping chickens and 
roosters is not only a practical means of 
producing fresh eggs but also a cherished 
aspect of rural living. These small-scale 
fl ocks not only provide valuable nutrition 
but also foster a deeper connection to 
the land and a sense of self-suffi ciency. 
However, the CRD’s crackdown on agri-
cultural activities is threatening to curtail 
the rights of property owners to keep 
chickens, further eroding the traditional 
practices that have long defi ned life on 
Salt Spring Island.

By imposing stringent reg-
ulations and restrictions on 
agricultural practices in rural 
zones, the CRD is not only lim-
iting the rights of property 

owners but also stifl ing the vitality of our 
agricultural sector. Small-scale farmers and 
landowners should have the autonomy to 
cultivate their land in a manner that aligns 
with the island’s agricultural traditions 
and their own livelihood needs. Instead of 
heavy-handed enforcement, we need poli-
cies that support and encourage sustain-

able farming practices 
while preserving the 
rural character of Salt 
Spring Island.

Furthermore, it is 
crucial to recognize 
that agriculture is 
not just an economic 
activity but an integral 
part of our cultural 
heritage. For centu-
ries, farming has been 
woven into the fabric 
of our island’s identity, 
shaping our traditions, 

festivals, markets and sense of community. 
By neglecting the historical signifi cance of 
agriculture on Salt Spring, the CRD risks 
eroding the very essence of what makes 
our island special.

As stewards of this land, it is our 
responsibility to protect and nurture Salt 
Spring Island’s agricultural legacy for 
future generations. I urge the CRD to 
reconsider its approach and work col-
laboratively with property owners and 
stakeholders to develop policies that 
uphold the rights of landowners while 
safeguarding our island’s rich agricultural 
heritage, including the freedom to keep 
chickens on rural properties.

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

80 

 YES   NO

113 Do you support use of 
Foray 48B to combat 
spongy moths?

Do you care enough to follow 
the Trust Policy Statement 
process? Yes No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
before Monday at noon or clip this box and drop it at our offi ce before Monday at noon.
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It is crucial to recognize 

that agriculture is 

not just an economic 

activity but an integral 

part of our cultural 

heritage. 
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LETTERS to the editor

ISLAND

VOICES

“My concern about [the Foray 48B insecticide issue] is that there’s a lot of 
inaccurate information that’s spreading in the community . . . about three 
parts inaccurate information to one part accurate.”
BRIAN WEBSTER, LCC COMMISSIONER, ON REACTION TO SPRAYING

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. For details about 
deadlines, and word limits for the Viewpoint and other longer opinion pieces, contact the editor at the email address below, or 
phone 250-537-9933. All submissions may be edited for brevity, legality and taste.  Writers are asked to provide a telephone 
number where they may be reached during the day, and to sign letters with their full name. Letters published do not necessarily 
reflect the views of Driftwood Publishing Ltd., its staff or advertisers. Send letters to: news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

I have always liked cats. Like 
many of you, I grew up with a 
cat or two. One cat we had we 
never could agree what to call 
it so it was stuck with “Kitty,” 
“Puss” and “Cat.” The cat never 
seemed to mind as long as his or 
her cat dish was there. We were 
never sure of its gender either, 
although now that I’m older, the 
fact that “cat” never had kittens 
meant it must have been a boy 
cat. But never mind all that, I 
want to tell you about my neigh-
bour’s cat.

It wasn’t one of those special 
cats. You know the kind I mean. 
It was an inside/outside cat with 
black and white fur. It roamed 
the backyards, climbed the fenc-
es, terrorized the local birds and 
didn’t mind eating out of what-
ever food dish it could find. It 
wasn’t a rescue cat. In those days 
there were no rescue cats that I 
ever heard of anyway.

My neighbours went away 
quite often for short periods, like 
long weekends, and they left the 
cat at home. It had a cat door 
and seemed quite well-fed. I saw 

it a lot, walking my back fence 
pretending he wasn’t looking at 
the robins. The robins never took 
their eyes off him, and good for 
them.

I came home one night and saw 
their black and white cat lying 
on the road, quite dead. This is 
not going to be a really sad story, 
but there is only one way to tell 
it and that’s to tell it like it is. Or 
was. I went down after parking, 
and brought the black and white 
cat up to my backyard. I wanted 
to tell my neighbours, but then I 
remembered that they had gone 
away for the long weekend. I 
didn’t know what to do. Their cat 
was dead and they were away.

I wondered if I should bury their 
cat, but where? In their yard? Not 
a good idea since people might 
see me digging a hole in their 
garden and call the police. Imag-
ine what the cops would say to 
me, like, “Why are you digging 
a hole in your neighbour’s yard? 
Sir?” “You see, I am burying their 
cat.” “Really? How did it die?” 
You see my dilemma. Maybe they 
might think I was a cat-hater try-

ing to bury the evidence of my 
crime. So in my mind there was 
only one thing to do.  

I wanted to be able to show my 
neighbours what had happened 
to their cat while they were away. 
So I froze it. Yes, that’s right, I 
wrapped that black and white 
cat tenderly in tight plastic and 
laid him carefully on top of the 
frozen peas and stuff and closed 
the door, and went upstairs and 
went to bed. I thought about 
how relieved my neighbours 
were going to be when they dis-
covered that their beloved cat 
was not just missing. At this point 
you may have already guessed 
where this story is going. Me too.

My neighbours came home a 
few days later and I went over 

to explain what had happened 
and how I had saved their cat 
from an anonymous grave in my 
yard. As I approached their door, 
a black and white cat came out 
the cat door. I now had a brand-
new problem: whose cat was in 
my freezer lying on the frozen 
peas? I explained all this to my 
neighbours and they didn’t know 
whose cat I had but they thanked 
me for my almost good deed. I 
now had a new and in a way, an 
equally odd task. I had to find out 
whose cat I had.  

I put an ad in the little local 
paper. No results. I decided I 
either had to go door to door 
asking if their cat was missing or, 
well, there was no “or.” Maybe 
I should wait and see. But the 
thing is, a frozen cat takes up a 
lot of freezer space, especially 
because it has to lie on top – you 
can’t put him down at the bot-
tom with last year’s preserves and 
frozen meat loafs. And a frozen 
cat is big and heavy. I mean, take 
a look at your cat or any other 
cat you see walking around. Now 
imagine it stretched out and kind 

of flattened. See what I mean?
Okay, so in the end I did go 

door to door. Think about it: a 
stranger comes to your door and 
asks if your cat is still alive or 
maybe it’s missing. People prob-
ably thought: who is this weirdo 
asking if our cat is still alive? Does 
he want something? Is he selling 
plots for pet cemeteries? Why 
has he picked my house, and hey, 
where is our cat anyway? So I had 
to stop my door to door stuff. 
And I never did find out whose 
cat it was.

It turned out that vets took 
care of situations like this. So 
finally, there I was at my local 
vet’s office with a rather large 
bag inquiring if they had a nice 
way of disposing of a frozen cat. 
To their credit, they all kept very 
straight faces. For all I knew, this 
was a regular thing for them. For 
$50 they would include my fro-
zen kitty in their weekly run to 
the crematorium. I paid.

Now, when I happen to come 
across a dead animal in my neigh-
bourhood, I give a silent wave 
and pass on by.

The curious business of the neighbours’ black and white cat

Support local food 
production

Home vegetable gardens and backyard 
chicken-keeping are essential to food resil-
ience and health here on Salt Spring, in 
addition to small-scale farming. Our small 
flock of a dozen hens produce ample eggs 
for the family, and more to share in the high 
season. 

Because I believe that home egg produc-
tion, where feasible, is key to sustainable 
food security on Salt Spring Island, I vol-
unteer at the schools to help classes hatch 
poultry in incubators. They learn about 
embryology and how to raise poultry in a 
caring manner, and perhaps most impor-
tantly, where their food comes from. 

After tending  the newborn chicks for 
a few weeks in class, parents may sign-up 
to take chicks home. (Some call me “the 
poultry pusher.”) Through this program, 
the Salt Spring Island Poultry Club has sup-
ported many families in setting up small 
egg-production coops. 

We hatch heritage breeds at the schools 
so that the students who take birds home 
can enter them in the fall fair competi-
tions to continue with their agricultural 
learning. These opportunities wouldn’t be 
possible without the small-scale heritage 
breeders here who donate fertile eggs and 
keep many rare breeds alive. The family 
under fire from the CRD bylaw enforce-
ment department has been contributing 
to these school programs for years. Some 
school families have also been forced by the 

complaint-driven CRD noise bylaw to give 
up their birds, which can be hard on a child.  

As we navigate the challenges of the 
21st century, it is essential to recognize the 
importance of supporting and expanding 
local food production. By supporting small-
scale farming and accepting the sound of a 
well-kept rooster in our neighbourhoods, 
we can reduce our reliance on imported 
goods and strengthen our local economy. 
Villages around the world wake to rooster 
calls each morning, let’s not remain silent 
on Salt Spring.

ROBIN JENKINSON,
SALT SPRING 

Aerial spraying a 
nightmare

I am writing in response to the front 
page “Spray Day” image and caption fea-
tured in last week’s Driftwood.

While it may have been “calm” where 
reporter Robb Magley was on the morning 
of May 6 when the first “dose” of Foray 
48B was sprayed over my neighbourhood, 
wind was estimated by an observer to be 
19 to 28 km/hr across St. Mary Lake, with 
spray seen blowing back over the lake, 
which provides drinking water to 1,400 
households.

Spraying in winds over eight km/hr is a 
clear violation of the province’s Integrated 
Pest Management Act, the federal Pest 
Control Products Act, and the conditions of 
the Pesticide Use Permit held by the Minis-

try of Forests.
The safety data sheet for Foray 48B 

warns it must not be released in water-
ways. Duck Creek — home to cutthroat 
trout and coho salmon — is directly in the 
spray zone. 

I am the owner of Duck Creek Farm. 
While Btk, the active ingredient in Foray 
48B, may be used by some organic farms in 
limited and targeted ways, I choose not to 
use chemical sprays, ever. Repeated doses 
of this pesticide, with 87 per cent undis-
closed ingredients, can kill all caterpillars, 
moths and butterflies for two to three 
years.  

This aerial spraying has been nightmar-
ish for me and many of my neighbours 
— scrambling to protect crops, pets, elders 
and children. Many islanders are willing 
and eager to help with mass trapping and 
other non-invasive spongy moth control 
methods, as was done on Salt Spring Island 
in 2006. Instead, we are being forced to 
douse our homes and the land we love 
with an unknown cocktail of chemicals.

I personally do not think “Spray Day” is 
something to celebrate.

SUE EARLE,
DUCK CREEK FARM

Safer cycling 
possible

The cycling season is upon us (it never 
ends for many island cyclists).

Our society’s transition to safer cycling is 

a challenging one. For example, wider road 
shoulders for cyclists on the 19 km Fulford-
Ganges-Vesuvius link of the regional Salish 
Sea Trail Network are needed. They’ve been 
talked about for decades and nothing gets 
done. Last June, we were promised immi-
nent improvements to 1.3 km of the Ganges 
Hill, yet nothing has changed one year later. 
Hopefully we’ll see action this year. 

Emcon, the road maintenance contractor, 
has a role to play in safer cycling. Sweeping 
away dirt from the too-narrow paved road 
shoulders is a start (and much more needs 
to be done). Recent plowing back of the 
grass on the dirt shoulder along Lees Hill by 
Emcon is helpful. 

The new 30 km/hr posted speed limit in 
Ganges is helpful too. Maybe the next step 
is to reduce the 80km/hr posted speed limits 
on the Island to 60 so vehicles pass cyclists at 
a slower and safer speed. 

The next provincial initiative to protect 
vulnerable road users, like cyclists and 
pedestrians, is coming June 3. That’s the 
date when safe passing distance regula-
tions come into effect (one metre on roads 
with 50 km/hr or less posted speeds and 
1.5 metres for higher speed roads). Failing 
to maintain prescribed minimum passing 
distances could net drivers a ticket with a 
$368 fine and three driver penalty points. 
Let’s make it safer and avoid the penalties. 
Get the word out to all drivers to follow the 
new law.

STEVE NEW,
WHIMS ROAD 

AND THAT 
WAS  

WHEN

Chris
Rideout

MORE LETTERS continued on  6
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STAGE 2 WATERING RESTRICTIONS 
AS OF MAY 1, 2024

PER BYLAW 301

Your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated. Every Drop Counts!

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT

WILL BE IN

SPRINKLING
• Even/odd numbered addresses can sprinkle on 

even/odd dates before 7 am and after 7 pm up to a 
maximum of 2 hours per day on permitted days.

• New lawns can be sprinkled during the hours 
stated above for 2 hours per day on permitted days 
or outside those times with a special permit.

MICRO OR DRIP IRRIGATION OF 
TREES, SHRUBS & GARDENS

• Even/odd numbered addresses can water trees, 
shrubs, and gardens with micro or drip irrigation 
on even/odd dates before 10 am or after 5 
pm up to a maximum of 4 hours per day.

HAND WATERING OF TREES, SHRUBS 
& GARDENS (with a bucket or hose 
with spring-loaded nozzle only)

• Even/odd numbered addresses can hand water 
trees, shrubs, and gardens on even/odd dates 
anytime up to a maximum of 3 hours per day.

WASHING OF VEHICLES & BOATS
• Vehicles and boats can be washed anytime using a 

hose or pressure washer with a spring-loaded nozzle.

WASHING OF DRIVEWAYS, 
BUILDINGS, SIDEWALKS, PARKING 
LOTS, PATIOS & DECKS

• Driveways, buildings, sidewalks, parking lots, patios 
& decks can be washed anytime using a hose or 
pressure washer with a spring-loaded nozzle. 

FILLING POOLS, HOT TUBS, 
FOUNTAINS, & GARDEN FEATURES

• Anytime.
• WATERING OF PUBLIC PARKS & PLAYING FIELDS
• Between 5 am and 10 am or 5 pm and 10 pm or 

outside those times with a special permit. 

VISIT THE WATER SECTION FOR 
CONSERVATION TIPS OR THE DOCUMENTS 
SECTION TO VIEW THE  ENTIRE BYLAW OR 

ITS OVERVIEW.

www.northsaltspringwaterworks.ca  
(250) 537-9902

STAGE 2 WATERING RESTRICTIONS:

Stand with rooster 
owners 

As someone who was born and raised 
on this rural island, I am troubled by the 
recent attacks on rooster noise, particu-
larly when it disproportionately affects 
those who rely on farming for their live-
lihoods. It is disheartening to hear that 
despite extensive mitigation efforts and 
cooperation with the Capital Regional 
District (CRD), one of the property own-
ers is still facing legal action for alleged 
nuisance noise.

What is particularly troubling is that 
these property owners are operating on 
rurally zoned land, where agricultural 
use is not only permitted but encour-
aged. It is evident that there is a lack 
of consideration for the longstanding 
cultural signifi cance of farming in the 
CRD’s enforcement actions. Instead of 
fostering collaboration and understand-
ing, the CRD’s approach only serves to 
undermine the rights of these farmers.

We must stand in solidarity with 
those who are being unfairly targeted 
and advocate for fair treatment and 
respect for our fundamental right to 
grow food. We cannot allow bureau-
cratic overreach to threaten the liveli-
hoods of our neighbours and the sus-
tainability of our rural way of life. The 
upcoming trial date for this local family 
is this Friday, May 17, at 9:30 a.m. at the 

Victoria provincial court house. 
Farming is a way of life on Salt Spring; 

that contributes to the vibrant culture 
of our community. Let us not forget the 
importance of preserving our island’s 
farming roots and ensuring that we can 
continue to thrive in harmony with the 
land.

BROOKE SHERGOLD,
SALT SPRING 

Rescue appreciated
Jill Oakes (skipper) and I (crew) would 

like to send a big bunch of roses to the 
kind couple in the lovely new pow-
erboat who rescued us from Ganges 
Harbour on Sunday, May 5 as we were 
trying to get control of Jill’s sturdy F15, 
Robyn Hood, for the annual sail past 
parade at the Salt Spring Sailing Club. 

Yes, the winds were indeed blustery, 
and we were indeed perhaps foolish 
to be out there given our relative inex-
perience. But we learned a lot, includ-
ing later how to tack in precisely such 
winds, and that using the mast is actu-
ally perfect for towing. 

We thought you’d be pleased to 
know that we built on that experi-
ence to sail in the club race that after-
noon from which we emerged in second 
place (granted, those were club handi-
cap results, but still, we were pretty 
chuffed). 

Thanks again for your kindness, sorry 
for your trouble! 

KRISTI NORGET,
SALT SPRING

MORE LETTERS
continued from 5

PHOTOS BY MOLLY MAGLEY

Tsunami Circus’ youth performers dazzled audiences on opening night for their 
Rainbow Kaleidoscope show Thursday, May 9, kicking off four sold-out Salt Spring 
Island Multi Space (SIMS) gym performances over the weekend. Above left, Xzana 
Nesbitt on the silks; above right, Jaqueline Wightman (top) and Inara Wallace (bottom) 
on the stacked trapeze; and on the “cube” are Sophie Wertman, Clara Wardlaw, Emme 
Hannah, Arawyn Steeves, Steph Cowan and Sophie Hermann.
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We proudly 
service all the 
Gulf Islands!

CALL TODAY 
TO BOOK AN 

APPOINTMENT
* Call for details. Some restrictions apply. Non transferable.  

No cash value. 

FIVE  
PAYMENT 
PLAN, NO 
INTEREST.*

per installed triple pane  window and door*

INSTANT REBATE

$100
HELD OVER,  - CALL NOW!

Call to make an appointment: 250.383.7128  •  vanislewindows.com

TAKEOUT AVAILABLE!

250-537-9339SaltSpringinn
11AM-8PM WEEKDAYS  |  9AM-8PM SAT & SUN

Reservations at saltspringinn.com

Enjoy Cozy Dining Indoors or on Our Deck & Garden Patio!ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

ADOPT 
A PET 

TODAY!

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123

250-653-4013

GULF ISLANDS
SEPTIC LTD.

PROUD SUPPORTERS 
OF THE LOCAL SPCA

Dolly Purrton is looking for a foster to adopt 
home while she recovers from a leg injury.  
Contact the shelter for more information.

EXHIBITIONS 

Eclectic Visions images shared
Annual photo club show 
at Gallery 8

BY ROBB MAGLEY
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

The Salt Spring Photography Club 
(SSPC) will kick off its 15th annual Eclec-
tic Visions exhibition this Friday, May 17, 
with a reception and performance at 
Gallery 8 by island musician Wilf Davies.

The club’s exhibition runs from the 
opening reception at 5 p.m. Friday 
through Thursday, May 30 at Razali 
May’s Grace Point Square space — and 
Davies said he was looking forward to 
his performance. 

“I’m delighted to play for this recep-
tion in Gallery 8,” said Davies. “It’s a 
great venue, and the instrument is a 
nice one.” 

Many images at this year’s show are 
digitally enhanced, merged, scaled or 
coloured, according to SSPC president 
Judy McPhee; some are printed on 
metal, art papers or canvas, she said, 
and technology is evident in the evolu-
tion of visions.  

But the purist can also fi nd camera 
direct photos that are beautiful, stirring, 
and artistically desirable.  

“Every year we share our fi nest efforts 
with the audience at Gallery 8,” said 
McPhee. “Every member of our club 
sees a unique vision and this exhibit 
gives each one the chance to share that 
vision with the community.” 

Eclectic Visions will showcase the vari-
ety and diversity of SSPC members’ cre-
ative photographic talent, according 
to May — a perfect refl ection of their 
arrayed membership, from seasoned 
professional photographers to new and 

relatively inexperienced beginners. 
“This year’s exhibit is fresh and inter-

esting,” said May. “’Eclectic Visions’ is 
exactly what this exhibit presents — a 
wide-ranging collection of photograph-
ic subjects that often have little in com-
mon, other than being great photo-
graphs in themselves. It’s a chance for 
our community to enjoy fi ne photogra-
phy from local artists.” 

Gulf Islands Secondary School Grade 
10 photographer Galveston Gill has 
been invited to show some of his pho-
tography with SSPC members at Gallery 
8 this year. Gill has been photographing 
since age seven, when he began bor-
rowing his grandmother’s Canon EOS 
camera. He entered his photos in the fall 

fair for the fi rst time in 2015 and since 
then has won fi ve different trophies in 
this venue — and the Salt Spring Photo 
High Aggregate Perpetual trophy many 
times, due to several “Best in Show” 
photo wins over the years.  

Gill was also chosen student photog-
rapher for the Photosynthesis Show in 
2023.  

“I would like to take photos profes-
sionally,” said Gill. “I like to photograph 
nature, animals and action.” 

Gallery 8 hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and 11 a.m. 
to  4 p.m. Sunday. 

SSPC meets the second Wednesday of 
each month. For more information, visit 
ssphotog.ca. 

LIVE MUSIC 

Jazz night at Mateada on May 22
Second in 
monthly series

A new monthly live jazz 
concert series launched 
last month at Mateada 
returns next Wednesday, 
May 22, featuring saxo-
phonist Iain Duncan and 
guests Nick Peck on the 
organ and Andrew Janus-
son on guitar. 

Duncan has teamed up 
with Mateada to offer 
jazz on a middle-of-the-
month Wednesday of each 
month. Duncan will bring 
a rotating cast of some of 
the fi nest musicians from 
Salt Spring and Vancouver 
Island, performing soul, 
jazz, standards, blues and 
bossa novas. 

Duncan said the pre-
mier on April 17 was “a 
resounding success,” and 
featured recent Salt Spring 

arrival Alex Pinto on gui-
tar and Nanaimo upright 
bassist Brock Meades. 

A Salt Spring local since 
early 2022, Duncan holds 
a Master of Music from 
the University of Victoria, 
where he has appeared 
in the Victoria Jazz Festi-
val and numerous other 
venues. He is currently an 
interdisciplinary PhD stu-
dent in Music and Com-
puter Science at the Uni-
versity of Victoria. 

Mateada dinner service 
begins at 6 p.m., with by-
donation music starting at 
7 p.m., and as April’s con-
cert saw all the tables fi ll 
up, reservations are rec-
ommended. 

Future dates are June 19 
and July 17.

To donate to the series 
or join the email list, con-
tact iainctduncan@gmail.
com.

PHOTO BY JUDY MCPHEE

Barn Light, by Salt Spring Photography Club member and president Judy McPhee, one 
of the many photos on display at Eclectic Visions at Gallery 8 beginning May 17.

PHOTO COURTESY IAIN DUNCAN

Salt Spring jazz saxophonist 
Iain Duncan, who has organized 
monthly dinner and jazz events 
with the folks at Mateada in 
Ganges. 

HAVE AN EVENT FOR 
THE EVENTS CALENDAR?

send an email to: 
news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com



24/7 Violence & Abuse Helpline 
& SSI Transition House

250-537-0735 or 1-877-435-7544

Sexual Assault Response Helpline
250-931-7712 or 1-833-946-1706

Outreach Services
Stopping the Violence Counselling

PEACE Program for Children and Youth
Sexual Assault Support 

and Counselling
250-537-1867

Transitions Thrift Store
#119 - 109 McPhillips Ave

OPEN Tuesday -Saturday

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

www.iwav.org
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PHOTO COURTESY TOSSED & FOUND 7

ALL SMILES: Seen at the opening event for the Tossed & Found 7 exhibit at Salt Spring Gallery, on until May 22, 
are, from left standing, Braven Rayne, Gillian McConnell, Shirley Command, Peter Allan and Alicja Swiatlon; and 
from left, crouched are Zosia Balec and Nycki Samuels. Missing from the photo are Sabine Roodenburg and Rae-
Anne Huth. The focus of Tossed & Found is artwork created from discarded or recycled items. 

• Salt Spring Photography Club’s annual 
Eclectic Visions exhibition is on at Gallery 
8 from May 17 to 30, with an opening 
reception on May 17 from 5 to 7 p.m. 

• Ian Thomas: Past and Present runs in 
the ArtSpring gallery daily to May 26, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. With an artist’s walk-about 
on May 19 at 2 p.m.

• The Guild Show features work by 
members of six island guilds at Mahon 
Hall until May 20, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.
 
• Tossed & Found 7 runs at Salt Spring 
Gallery until May 22. 

• Contemplative Threads, an exhibition 
of textile art by Medwyn McConachy, 
runs in the library program room until 
May 28.  

• Photographer Hannah Spray exhibits in 
the ArtSpring lobby in May.

• Howard Fry shows photographs in the 
Country Grocer cafe through May.

what’s on this week

• Luca runs Friday-Saturday, May 17-18 
at 7 p.m. and Sunday, May 19 at 3 p.m. 
Spy x Family Code: White runs Sunday, 
May 19 to Tuesday, May 21 at 7 p.m. See 
thefritz.ca for more movie info. 

Wed.  May 15
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Poetry Reading Night. Part of Ian Thomas 
exhibition events at ArtSpring. 7 p.m.

Dan Smith. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Taoist Tai Chi Arts Open House. All Saints 
by-the-Sea Anglican Church. 6 p.m. 

Mount Maxwell Community Park Info 
Session. SIMS. 6:30 p.m. 

Music Bingo. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.   

Thur.  May 16
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Venus Conundrum: A Fustercluck of 
Love. Original comedy with live music 
from the late 1950s and early 1960s. A 
Good Company Entertainment Group 
production. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.

Vixx. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

Open Mic. At the Legion. 7:30 p.m. 
 
Under the Rocks. Mateada. 9 p.m. 
  
 ACTIVITIES

SSI Local Community Commission 
Regular Meeting. SIMS board room. 9 a.m. 

SSI Local Trust Committee Regular 
Meeting. Meaden Hall. 9:30 a.m. 

Mother Goose. Free group experience 
for babies, young children (0-4 years) 
and their parents/caregivers. Salt Spring 
Public Library. 10 to 11 a.m. 

Fundraising Rotary Club Bingo Night. 
Meaden Hall. Doors at 6 p.m. Games 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Must be 19+ to 
play.

Fri.  May 17
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

The Venus Conundrum: A Fustercluck of 
Love. See Thursday’s listing.

Synergy. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m. 

Karaoke. At the Legion. 7 p.m.

Fri.  May 17
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Coalition Farewell Show. Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m.

Ryan McMahon. Mateada. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

ASK Salt Spring. Is on hiatus this week. 

Story Time. In the children’s area at the 
library. 11 to 11:30 a.m. 

Youth Games & Chess Club. Ages 9-13. 
Library children’s area. 1-4 p.m.

Sat.  May 18
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Venus Conundrum: A Fustercluck of 
Love. See Thursday’s listing.

Everyday People. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 
9 p.m.

Woodland Jam. Legion. 7:30 p.m.

Odd Luv Band. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. 

Andrew Interchill and Bassos Rancheros. 
Mateada. 9 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market. In Centennial Park. 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Salt Spring Challenge Cup Soccer 
Tourney. See saltspringmaylong.com/
schedule for schedule and game 
locations. 

Salt Spring Firefi ghters Association 
Charitable Boot Drive. Benefi tting the 
Salt Spring Food Bank. Bring food items 
to fi re trucks at Country Grocer and 
Thrifty Foods parking lots, and Ganges 
Fire Hall. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Sun.                               May 19
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Jazz Jam. With open mic at the Legion. 3 
to 6 p.m. 

Richard Garvey. Tree House Cafe. 6 p.m.

Sun.                               May 19

Odd Luv Band. Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. 

  ACTIVITIES

13th Annual Blossom Picnic. Live music, 
martial arts demonstrations, fun activities 
for all ages, and delicious foods and 
sweets. At Heiwa Garden in Peace Park. 11 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Ian Thomas Exhibition Walkabout. Join 
the artist on a guided tour of his exhibition 
at ArtSpring. 2 p.m.

Salt Spring Challenge Cup Soccer 
Tourney. See Saturday listing. 

Mon.                              May 20
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Mike & Margo. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 
p.m.

Open Mic. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.

Salty Passion Open Mic. Bring anything 
you are passionate about: music, 
comedy, drag, poetry, storytelling, dance, 
burlesque, improv and more! Every other 
Monday at Lions Hall from 6 to 9 p.m.
 
 ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Challenge Cup Soccer 
Tourney. See Saturday listing. 

Tues.  May 21
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

David Carl. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

Folk Jam. With open mic. Legion. 6 to 9 
p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Rotary Club-Sponsored Shredder Day. 
Bring documents to Lions Hall parking 
lot. 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
 
Poetry of Nature. With Brian Day 
via Zoom. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Register at 
staroftheseassi.ca for Zoom link. 

Trivia Tuesday. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. 

 ART EXHIBITIONS

Wed.  May 22
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Dinner & Jazz with Iain Duncan and 
Friends. Mateada. 7 p.m. Dinner from 6 
p.m.

Tom Hooper. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

  ACTIVITIES

Music Bingo. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m.

 CINEMA

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre 7:30am to 9pm  
Customer Service 250-537-1522

Blossom Picnic 
13th annual celebration of Japanese 

culture and community. 
Sunday, May 19, 11 am-2:30 pm

Heiwa Garden in Peace Park 
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Book Your 

Space Today

& BE A PART OF OUR BELOVED 

COMMUNITY TRADITION!

PUBLISHING MAY 29

Saturday 
Market Guide

Contact us for Booking information
nancy.johnson@gulfislandsdriftwood.com / 250.537.9933

11th
ANNUAL

This guide shines 
a spotlight on our 
‘WORLD FAMOUS’ 

Market and is available 
at the Driftwood, local 
stores, and directly at 

the Market itself.

G U L F  I S L A N D S

ISLAND LIFE
PHILATELY

Salt Spring artist creates cancel stamp image
Allan Hancock orca 
design chosen 

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F 

A new cancel stamp is in use at the Ganges 
Post Offi ce, attracting interest from philat-
elists across the globe — and designed by a 
local wildlife artist often known for his work 
being featured on gold and silver coins from 
the Royal Canadian Mint. 

Allan Hancock said his love for nature and 
the outdoors was launched when he was 
quite young, thanks to his grandfather Wil-
liam — Hancock works professionally as W. 
Allan Hancock. 

“He was a big outdoorsman,” said Han-
cock. “When I was a kid, he’d take me out 
into the bush all the time. That’s a big part of 
my love for the outdoors.” 

Hancock’s artwork has appeared at Canada 
House Gallery in Banff and White Rock Gal-
lery, as well as on Salt Spring Island at Gallery 
8. It fi rst appeared on coins thanks to an unex-
pected phone call from a project manager at 
the mint who had seen his work.

“Honestly, at fi rst I thought it was just a 
joke,” he said. “I didn’t think that it was a seri-

ous phone call.” 
But after having returned to provide imag-

ery for more than a dozen coins, typically 
selected from among artists Canada-wide 
who submit designs — and most recently a 
pure gold bullion piece featuring a pair of 
polar bears — Hancock said he was grate-
ful to have been so fortunate. He and his 
family moved from the Comox Valley to Salt 
Spring nearly 13 years ago, after coming to 
the island for a book launch at ArtSpring, 

and it was another phone call, this time from 
Ganges postmaster Heather Adshead, that 
brought him in for the cancel stamp.  

“It’s been a fun project,” said Hancock. 
“And it’s something a little bit different.” 

A “cancel” is an inked stamp, imprinted 
over postage to indicate the value has been 
used to mail something — showing the date 
a letter or parcel was mailed and the post 
offi ce where it was processed. Hancock said 
Adshead had warned him that some previ-

ous stamps in her experience would clog 
with ink, particularly around fi ne details. 

“I always had to clean the old one, if you 
wanted to get all the ocean on it,” said Ads-
head. “You’d have to clean out the letters. 
We’d have to wash it. 

“I tried to keep that in mind,” said Han-
cock, and he designed the new stamp from 
a photo he had taken from his kayak, featur-
ing the killer whales lucky islanders see from 
Salt Spring’s shoreline.  

“Orcas are wonderful, and it’s always excit-
ing to see them, even from the ferry.” 

Adshead, who noted she had requested 
the whales, said customers have enjoyed the 
new cancel. Collectors have been sending 
return envelopes with a request for the new 
stamp to be carefully pressed on them to 
mail back — just cancelling the stamp, but 
not covering the picture. 

“When you’re doing one for collectors, 
you have to press very evenly and make sure 
all the edges go down without smearing or 
smudging,” said Adshead. “You have to only 
hit the corner of the stamp.” 

And they’re going all over the world. 
“Everybody loves it so far,” said Adshead. 

“Everybody wants one. I think there’s 12 
years on each stamp, so there’s plenty of 
time.”

BOOK LAUNCH

Club hosts adventurers
Coffey and Goering May 25

BY MARGRIET RUURS
F O R  S S T N C

The Salt Spring Trail and Nature Club will 
host a free presentation by Maria Coffey and 
Dag Goering on Saturday, May 25 at 2 p.m, 
celebrating adventures in nature as well as 
the launch of a new book.

Many people around the Salish Sea know 
the writer/photographer couple. 

 “Salt Spring has a special place in our 
hearts,” Coffey admitted, and the couple 
keeps their boat here. 

Many years ago, the couple chose travel-
ling over starting a family, a decision that has 
led to a lifetime of adventures. They have 
cycled across Vietnam, kayaked Lake Malawi 
in Africa and explored many unusual places 
around the world. 

When asked which of their adventures 
was their favourite, Coffey smiled. “It’s hard 
to say, because all the experiences were so 
different. But the one that stands out is our 
six-week kayak trip on India’s River Ganges in 
1992. That trip was life-changing. It turned 
us inside out, it challenged us on every level, 
and it became, quite unexpectedly, and espe-
cially for me, a spiritual odyssey.” She wrote 
several popular books about each of these 
trips.

Even though many of her books focus on 
travel adventures, Coffey said, “All my books 
have also been very personal stories. My fi rst 
book, Fragile Edge, was a memoir about my 
relationship with a high-altitude n who died 
on Everest. I went on to write a succession of 
travel narratives about my adventures with 
Dag, and then turned back to the subject of 
extreme risk in Where the Mountain Casts its 

Shadow and Explorers of the Infi nite. These 
were both more journalistic in style, but with 
my own story wound through them. Finally, 
many years after Fragile Edge was fi rst pub-
lished, I returned to memoir with my new-
est book Instead. The original theme was 
aging, something I’d been in denial about, 
but, at 66, suddenly could no longer ignore. 
I wanted to look at challenges I’d faced in 
my past, to see if the lessons I’d learned then 
could help me navigate this new and rather 
frightening terrain ahead. But as I started 
writing about these challenges, the decision 
to be child-free kept cropping up. A few 
chapters in, I realized that this was the big 
story I needed to examine — with aging just 
one part of that.”

And, as if their world travels, writing and 
photography aren’t enough, the couple runs 
Hidden Places, a small travel company offer-
ing small group trips to places they love and 
know well. The trips can range from kayak-
ing on the Turkish coast and living aboard a 
gulet, to walking across the high savannah of 
Kenya supported by Samburu tribesmen and 
their camels.

But her newest book, Instead, is more than 
a personal account of a life full of adventure 
without children or grandchildren. It is also a 
look at growing older and adapting, learn-
ing to go with the fl ow of life. 

“How would our lives have been differ-
ent,” Coffey muses throughout the fi nal 
chapters, “if we had opted for children?” 
And when her husband has a major acci-
dent, and no children are able to support 
them, the couple realizes that friends and 
family are already the support network 
needed.

Salt Spring Books will offer books for sale 
at the event.

PHOTOS BY ROBB MAGLEY

Ganges postmaster Heather Adshead with Salt Spring artist Allan Hancock, who has created a 
new and in-demand cancel stamp for the Salt Spring Island post offi ce. 
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PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

Music For Young Minds 
Mission: “To nurture children’s 

need for musical education 
while fostering 

their well-being.”
A youth led, non-profit, 

founded by GISS student 
Jasmine Pamintuan. Seeking 
adult music enthusiasts with 

experience as board members 
willing to contribute their time 

to a meaningful cause.
Contact:

pamintuanjasmine28@gmail.com

MusicObituaries Obituaries

2100 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1Z7

250-653-9884

saltspringcemetery.ca

In Memoriam In Memoriam

THERE WILL BE A 
MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE CENTRAL 

COMMUNITY HALL 
SOCIETY 

 Wednesday 
May 29th, 2024 at 

7:00 pm in the lower hall 
at 901 North End Road. 

Public welcome.

Coming Events

Building Materials

MERCHANT MEWS 
GARAGE SALE EVENT 
MM is hosting multiple 

garage sales, open houses 
and food vendors on  

Sat May 18. There will be art, 
building supplies, antiques, 

household and garage items 
of all kinds.  Arrive hungry, 

our neighbourhood food 
vendors will also be open. 

9-3 Firm, 
315 Upper Ganges Road.

Garage Sale

Saturday, May 25 Tickets at SaltSpring Books th        

    

Coming Events Coming Events

WEEK OF 
APRIL 28 TO MAY 4, 2024

WEEK OF 
MAY 5 TO 11, 2024

WEEK OF 
MAY 19 TO 25, 2024

WEEK OF 
MAY 12 TO 18, 2024

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
PISCES, ARIES AND TAURUS

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
GEMINI, CANCER AND LEO

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
SAGITTARIUS, CAPRICORN AND AQUARIUS

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
VIRGO, LIBRA AND SCORPIO

ARIES
It can take a lot of work to strike the right 
work-life balance. You’ll have to juggle 
your schedule to balance work and fam-
ily responsibilities without disappoint-
ing your nearest and dearest, who could 
be rather demanding.

TAURUS
You might go on a spontaneous roman-
tic trip this week. You’ll need to take a 
step back to make a difficult decision 
and sort out your thoughts so you can 
confidently move forward. Don’t forget 
to incorporate some fun into your daily 
routine.

GEMINI
You may need to re-evaluate some of 
your friendships this week. Some of your 
friends may return the money they owe 
you, which could help ease some tension.

CANCER
An error in an invoice will require your 
attention. You may have to devote time 
to rectifying the situation and obtaining 
the appropriate reimbursement. Some-
times, you must take action to correct 
even the slightest injustice.

LEO
Your efforts to be healthier will be re-
warded by an appropriate treatment or 
a new diet offering visible results. You’re 
on the right track to improve your physi-
cal and mental well-being.

VIRGO
You’ll be surprised by a sudden increase 
in popularity with your clients and on 
social media. If you’re single, you’ll also 
notice that people compete for your 
attention.

LIBRA
Your family will be top of mind this week. 
Your nearest and dearest could be ask-
ing for more attention than usual. You 
may plan to move if you’re no longer 
comfortable in your home.

SCORPIO
Travel is becoming more complicated, 
and communication isn’t always clear. 
Your directness and honesty will signifi-
cantly impact your colleagues or social 
life. You don’t waste time beating around 
the bush, and although some people 
may be offended, it’s how you maintain 
your peace of mind.

SAGITTARIUS
You may face some financial issues this 
week, but don’t worry. You can resolve 
these problems by confronting them di-
rectly. Take some time to relax and in-
dulge in some self-care.

CAPRICORN
You may face some delays at work this 
week. Take some time to slow down in-
stead of getting anxious. Focus your ef-
forts to work more efficiently and com-
plete your tasks on time.

AQUARIUS
You might have to cover for an absent 
colleague at work, which could cause 
some stress. However, this could lead 
to a promotion in the future.

PISCES
You’ll have to speak in front of an audi-
ence or on social media. You’ll feel a 
certain satisfaction after receiving posi-
tive feedback. However, some people 
will disagree with you, so be prepared 
to face criticism, too.

ARIES
You must put your feelings aside during 
negotiations to guarantee a positive out-
come. It will also be essential to respect 
laws and regulations closely to avoid 
potential problems.

TAURUS
You’ll have a heavy workload at the of-
fice this week, leaving you little time 
to breathe. If your health isn’t at its 
best, you’ll need to rest to regain energy 
and face the challenges life throws you 
head-on.

GEMINI
Completing a challenging task could 
reveal hidden talents and fill you with 
pride. However, your family might cre-
ate stressful situations, making coping 
harder.

CANCER
You may spend part of the week at home, 
renovating your space or moving spon-
taneously. Household chores could take 
up all your time. A family member will 
need your help.

LEO
Your discretion will be put to the test. If 
you know certain secrets, you could find 
it challenging to keep them to yourself, 
risking unwittingly revealing sensitive 
information. Position yourself to receive 
information rather than give it out.

VIRGO
This is the ideal time to consider buying 
or selling a property. You’ll be surprised 
to discover that you have the means to 
reach your ambitions. Affection is neces-
sary in a happy relationship.

LIBRA
You may feel unstable at times this 
week, but you’ll know how to make de-
cisions and solve problems when faced 
with challenges. You may be surprised 
to find that people respond positively 
to your call.

SCORPIO
Your creativity will peak, and you could 
create an artistic masterpiece. An exhi-
bition or show could impress you and 
give you an unforgettable moment. You’ll 
be generous.

SAGITTARIUS
You’ll have an active social life this week. 
Many of your friends will want to meet 
up at the same time. You’ll take part in 
important events and engage in enrich-
ing and sometimes very revealing con-
versations.

CAPRICORN
The opportunity to start your own busi-
ness could present itself. You could also 
take a big step forward in your career by 
getting promoted to a leadership posi-
tion. You’ll take on this new role until 
retirement.

AQUARIUS
You could be told something confiden-
tial or discover a secret. You may have 
to decipher a message in a foreign lan-
guage at work or receive a particular 
comment from your partner.

PISCES
You may feel nervous or excited, possi-
bly caused by tears of happiness. It could 
be due to a significant achievement 
of one of your children, such as taking 
their first steps or graduating, which will 
make you incredibly proud.

ARIES
If you’re planning to move, it’s time to 
start packing your belongings and sort-
ing out administrative matters to save 
time and get ahead of the game. You may 
also consider a few renovation projects.

TAURUS
Traffic and communication could prove 
difficult this week. Look for alternative 
routes and charge your phone battery 
before leaving the house to prevent un-
necessary delays and hassles.

GEMINI
You’ll be offered a project and training 
course. You’ll have the necessary finan-
cial resources and tools at your disposal 
to secure your future. You’re in the driver’s 
seat of your success.

CANCER
Determination is the key to improving 
your situation. Act, and you’ll succeed. 
Get the courage to take the first step, 
and you’ll be on your way to success. 
It’s like riding a bike; once you pedal, 
the momentum carries you forward.

LEO
Impatience may get the better of you in 
certain situations. You could be upset 
by feeling stuck in limbo. Taking a step 
back could help you move forward with 
greater clarity. A lack of sleep could also 
cause confusion.

VIRGO
At work, you’ll be in charge of planning 
a meeting or event that brings many 
people together. You’ll also expand your 
client base, which will boost your in-
come. These days, abundance seems to 
be within reach.

LIBRA
A project requires special attention, and 
delays may occur in various areas. Be pa-
tient when faced with situations where 
you must wait, whether on the phone 
or in a queue.

SCORPIO
The holidays are fast approaching; plan 
early to ensure the activities or day 
camps you’ve thought about for your 
children are available. Preparation is 
essential. A project will put you in the 
spotlight.

SAGITTARIUS
A specific situation will inspire you to 
think deeply about your professional 
and personal future. You’ll set exciting 
goals for the next chapter of your life. 
This is a time for celebration.

CAPRICORN
If you’re in a new relationship, your 
partner could surprise you with a mar-
riage proposal or declare their commit-
ment. Your better half will spectacularly 
express their love, bringing you joy and 
happiness. You’ll be successful in a ne-
gotiation.

AQUARIUS
Trust the Law of Attraction in your pro-
fessional life. Visualizing your goals will 
help you achieve them quickly and with 
surprising ease. You’ll close a big deal.

PISCES
You’ll be involved in a situation that will 
highlight your talents and provide you 
with the means to set new goals. You’ll 
be proud of your achievement, signifi-
cantly boosting your self-esteem.

ARIES
Take time to rest to regain your energy 
and enthusiasm. You’ll follow your in-
tuition to discover a new spiritual path, 
pushing you to adopt a more exciting 
lifestyle.

TAURUS
Your vivid imagination could lead you to 
undertake a successful artistic project. 
Make an effort to arrange a festive get-
together with your friends. It will be 
well worth it. Be mindful of distractions 
at work.

GEMINI
You’ll be tasked with organizing a social 
event or an important meeting as part of 
your job. You’ll overcome your shyness 
and discover your more extroverted side 
to excel in this role.

CANCER
You’ll be given new and stimulating 
responsibilities at work. These tasks will 
allow you to discover and develop skills 
you didn’t know you had, leading to a 
raise in the coming weeks.

LEO
You’ll be given the opportunity to em-
bark on a surprising adventure, such as 
a spiritual journey. This experience will 
broaden your horizons and guide your 
personal and professional development. 
It could also reveal itself through a sport-
ing activity.

VIRGO
You’ll be filled with a range of emotions 
that will lead you to a significant trans-
formation. Consider making drastic 
changes, such as moving to a new home, 
exploring new horizons or changing jobs.

LIBRA
You’ll be faced with an agonizing choice. 
Think carefully before deciding. Rushing 
into a decision you have to reconsider is 
a waste of time. Balance is the key. Know 
how to weigh the pros and cons.

SCORPIO
You’ll have a lot of work to do this week. 
You could be entrusted with a confiden-
tial file with a significant financial payoff. 
You could also consider starting your own 
business, which will be very rewarding.

SAGITTARIUS
You may experience love at first sight 
and connect with a potential soulmate. 
You’ll have an instant connection. How-
ever, family considerations could com-
plicate things before fully investing in 
the relationship.

CAPRICORN
Watch what you say, especially around 
certain people who can’t hold their 
tongues. You’re planning a move and 
will spend time decorating to personal-
ize your new space.

AQUARIUS
Someone may tell you a confusing se-
cret. You’ll wonder whether revealing it 
to the people involved would be the 
right thing to do. You may need to re-
evaluate your circle of friends, especially 
if debt or betrayal are involved.

PISCES
Getting a promotion could solve some of 
your financial problems. Having a con-
versation with your boss could lead to 
this advancement, paving the way for a 
more promising future. Talking to your 
better half ensures you’re both getting 
what you want from the relationship.

COPPER KETTLE FOOD PROGRAM 
ACCEPTS FOOD 

DONATIONS ALL THE TIME.
Do you have extra food items in your 

pantry that need a new home?

Call Copper Kettle 250-537-5863
Copper Kettle Community Partnership

We’ll come and get them.

~ Thank You!

SHOP LOCAL. 
SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that 
support your local newspaper.

G U L F  I S L A N D S
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241 Fulford-Ganges Road
driftwood@gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com

250-537-9933

OFFICE 
HOURS 

are

9am - 4pm 
Monday to 
Thursday

Fri. 9am 12pm

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up. 

CASH ONLY

Need Packing Paper?
Puppy Paper?

Art Supply Paper?
Paper Table Cloths?

Why not stop by 
the Driftwood and 

buy a Roll End
Prices  $5 and up.

CASH ONLY 

Michael Overholt
February 19,1940 – 

March 27, 2024

It is with great sadness that the family of 
Michael Overholt announces his sudden 
passing on March 27, 2024, in Vancouver, B.C.

Michael John Overholt was born in Vancouver, 
BC, on February 19, 1940, to John (Jack) and Jean 
Overholt. Mike earned a degree in Commerce 
from the University of British Columbia and 
went on to become the successful business 
owner of Murphy's Stationery, a company 
founded by his maternal grandfather. He was 
proud to carry on his grandfather's legacy and 
continued to grow and modernize the business 
throughout his career.

Mike enjoyed teaching courses at Simon 
Fraser University and later sharing 
knowledge through mentoring. He was 
a generous supporter of local artists and 
worthy causes, one of his favourites being the 
Lady Minto Foundation.

An avid golfer and member of Salt Spring 
Island and Shaughnessy Golf & Country Clubs, 
Mike served as Shaughnessy's Men's Golf 
Captain in 1998 and Club President in 2002. 
He was also an enthusiastic member of the 
Salt Spring Eggheads.

During his time at UBC, Mike met his beloved 
wife and best friend, Linda. They shared 57 
wonderful years of marriage together and had 
two sons, Christopher and Steven.

Mike and Linda divided their time between 
Vancouver and Salt Spring Island. The two 
of them had many adventures together and 
enjoyed travelling, skiing, playing tennis, 
golfing, boating in Desolation Sound, wintering 
in Palm Desert, and spending time with friends 
and family—especially their grandkids.

Mike is survived by his sons Christopher 
(Yvette) and Steven (Amanda), grandchildren 
Jacob, Olivia, Woodrow (Rachel), great-
granddaughters Sophia and Claire, his 
sister Lynne (Ken), nephews, great-nieces 
and nephews, and his adoring Irish Terrier 
companion Madi.

He is preceded in death by his parents and 
his wife, Linda.

The family will be holding a private ceremony 
but invite you to join them afterwards, in a 
gathering of remembrance, at the Salt Spring 
Golf Course on June 8, 2024, from 1 pm to 3 pm.

Rest in peace, Mike. Your legacy of hard 
work, love for family and zest for life will 

always be cherished.
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Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos, 
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you 
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Your Local Business Specialists!

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE  •  250-537-9933  •  241 FULFORD-GANGES ROAD  •  DRIFTWOOD@GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM

GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE

250-537-9933 • 241 FULFORD-GANGES RD 
DRIFTWOOD@GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM

G U L F  I S L A N D S

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Residential & 
Commercial Glass 

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits

TIDE TABLES
at Fulford Harbour

           

250-537-9933
241 Fulford-Ganges Rd, 

Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2K7

G U L F  I S L A N D S

driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com • www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

When using Daylight Saving Time, one hour must be added to the predicted time in the table

 DAY TIME  FEET METERS  DAY TIME  FEET METERS

MAY 2024 PST (UTC-8h)

15 1:05 11 3.35
17:21 4 1.22

16
1:42 10.7 3.26
9:01 7.2 2.19
11:37 7.3 2.22
18:22 4.9 1.49

17
2:10 10.5 3.2
9:09 6.3 1.92
13:56 7.4 2.26
19:23 5.9 1.8

18
2:31 10.2 3.11
9:28 5.4 1.65
15:41 7.9 2.41
20:21 6.7 2.04

19
2:44 9.9 3.02
9:49 4.5 1.37
16:55 8.6 2.62
21:12 7.5 2.29

20
2:54 9.8 2.99
10:11 3.5 1.07
17:50 9.2 2.8
22:00 8.2 2.5

21
2:59 9.7 2.96
10:34 2.6 0.79
18:35 9.8 2.99
22:47 8.7 2.65

22
3:04 9.8 2.99
10:59 1.8 0.55
19:15 10.3 3.14
23:34 9.2 2.8

FUNDRAISING 

Treasure Fair spotlight donation announced
Porsche 356 Speedster replica

BY KIRSTEN BOLTON 
F O R  A R T S P R I N G

ArtSpring’s best known fundraiser Treasure Fair is 
announcing its spotlight item, which organizers hope will 
entice local and off-island bidders to make this popular 
three-day event in July its most successful effort yet: a 
Porsche. 

Long-time Treasure Fair community chair Catherine 
Griffi ths was so excited by the donation she delayed her 
retirement from the position, after overseeing 2023’s most 
successful Treasure Fair drive in ArtSpring’s history by only 
$850.

“There is something magical about this opportunity that 
aligns with ArtSpring’s 25th Anniversary Celebration,” says 
Griffi ths. “An anonymous donor reached out after reading 
an article in the Driftwood about last year’s Treasure Fair, 
and wanting to support the arts on Salt Spring, he felt com-
pelled to put up this very generous opportunity.”

A collector’s item, the vehicle is a Porsche 356 Speedster 
replica built from the ground up based on the 1956 iconic 
model with a main frame chassis from a 1968 Volkswagen 

Beetle custom restored by sought-after Vintage Motors in 
California. The rest of the components are brand new. The 
car has only 670 kilometres on the engine.

More details are expected to be released, including infor-
mation for curious bidders seeking to see the car in person, 
which is planned to be hosted on-site at ArtSpring as of July 
2 during opening hours. 

While this may be a fi ve-fi gure highlight item, donations 
are rushing in that will give bidders plenty to consider at all 
price points and interests. Already, bucket list vacations to 
the Yukon, vintage furniture, artworks, lifestyle experiences, 
art and concert experiences, sporting and gardening equip-
ment, jewellery, sailing trips and more have been added to 
the auction database.

Last day for donations is June 19 and information is avail-
able about tax receipts from the Treasure Fair team. Some 
limited storage is available. Interested donors and online 
bidders are required to register at Treasure Fair’s auction 
site, which can be found at treasurefair.artspring.ca

Donors and registrants are invited to the Preview Gala on 
Wednesday, July 10 from 4 to 6 p.m. to see an advance pre-
sentation of items in person. Bidding opens online at 6 p.m. 
and closes Saturday at 6 p.m.

The 2024 Treasure Fair fundraising goal is $55,000. 

FESTIVALS 

Blossom Picnic celebrates Japanese culture
Annual Heiwa Garden 
event brings community 
together

BY DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

The Japanese Garden Society and 
Salt Spring Japanese community are 
ready to welcome everyone to the 
13th Annual Blossom Picnic at Heiwa 
Garden in the Peace Park on Sunday, 
May 19. 

The free event runs from 11 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., weather permitting, with 
plans for martial arts demonstrations, 
live classical and popular Japanese 
music, a Tate samurai sword perfor-
mance and a Bon Odori dance. 

Kid-friendly activities include a 
paper airplane making and fl ying con-
test; making origami ninja stars and 
target shooting; go fi sh yo-yo water 
balloons; and “pick an Omikuji slip 
and read your fortune” activity. 

People of all ages are also encour-
aged to dress up in a Japan-themed 
costume or as an anime character for a 
chance to win a prize. 

As always, delicious food, including 
homestyle Inari sushi and an Oboro 
sushi bento lunch, is available for pur-
chase. To pre-order the Inari sushi, 
people should email heiwagarden-
saltspring@gmail.com or call 250-653-
0099 by May 18 at 3 p.m. 

For more information, people can 
email info@saltspringjapanesegarden.
com.

PHOTO BY KIRSTEN BOLTON

ArtSpring executive and artistic director Howard Jang in the 
Porsche 356 Speedster replica based on an iconic 1956 model that 
will be up for bid at the 2024 Treasure Fair auction in July.

DRIFTWOOD FILE PHOTO

Taiko drummer Tsugio Kurushima 
performing at the 2023 Blossom Picnic.  
This year’s event is on Sunday, May 19.
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We’re ready to welcome you on board our fleet of 37  
vessels, servicing 47 terminals across 25 routes, to  
connect you with the people and places you love. 
From June 1 – September 5, we expect to welcome over  
8 million passengers and 3.2 million vehicles on board 
over fifty-six thousand sailings. System-wide, that’s 
capacity for over 5 million vehicles. On our busiest routes 
we’ve added nearly 400 additional sailings compared to 
last year.

Preparing our fleet for summer 

We’ve taken steps to ensure all our vessels are set to sail 
successfully this summer: 

• More refits completed in advance of peak season
• We completed the majority of scheduled vessel 

maintenance by May; remaining vessels will be 
completed after peak season

• We completed rotor replacements on all three of 
our Coastal Class vessels

Hiring for peak season 

Over 550 new people are joining us, to help you on your 
way this summer. We’re offering improved rates of pay, 
guaranteed shifts and options to stay on after peak  
season to build a career on the coast. Interested in  
joining our crew? Visit bcferries.com/careers to explore 
opportunities we’re hiring for and apply today.

Booking in advance recommended
The best way to avoid waits is to book in advance. If 
popular sailings are sold out, consider travel at less busy 
times. Walking on board is a good option to avoid sailing 
waits, you can book in advance as a foot passenger on 
our busiest routes.  

Tsawwassen - Southern Gulf Islands is a fully  
reservable route. Booking in advance is strongly 
recommended, especially over long weekends.

More Saver fares than ever
This summer, more than 30% of all bookable fares 
on our most popular routes will be Saver fares. That’s 
500,000+ fares starting at $49* on routes between 
Metro Vancouver and Vancouver Island, and from $39* 
on Metro Vancouver – Sunshine Coast and Powell River 
– Vancouver Island routes.

Saver fares are offered on sailings at off-peak times. Foot 
passengers and our commercial customers can take  
advantage of Saver fares on select routes and sailings 
too. Book now while Saver fares last. 
Travel to and from Nanaimo  
Horseshoe Bay provides service to three routes and is 
our busiest terminal. If sailings between Horseshoe 
Bay and Nanaimo (Departure Bay) are sold out or there 
are sailing waits on your day of travel, consider travel 
between Tsawwassen and Nanaimo (Duke Point) where 
we’re adding service with a third vessel deployed to the 
route this summer.

More service for the Sunshine Coast 
From June 1 - September 5, we’ve added more service 
between Horseshoe Bay and Langdale on the Sunshine 
Coast, with 2,237 sailings over the summer. That’s 13% 
more sailings compared to last year.  

Parking and Transit 

Check parking capacity on bcferries.com on your day of 
travel, as lots fill up quickly, especially on long  
weekends. Public transit, ride-sharing or drop-offs are 
good options if they work for you.

Arrive early, arrived prepared 
If you booked in advance, arrive 45 - 60 minutes before 
your sailing. Have your booking number ready and tap 
to pay for a quick check in. If you plan to drive on  
without a booking at peak times, arrive prepared for 
sailing waits. Bring snacks and water in case you have to 
wait to enter the terminal and for terminals with limited 
food and beverage options on approach. 

When you drive on board, park close to the vehicle in 
front of you so we can board as many passengers as 
possible. Please consider disarming your alarm for the 
benefit of passengers, crew and especially pets. Check 
your vehicle’s owner manual for instructions on how to 
disarm your alarm.

Drive safely between terminals 

If you’re driving between terminals to board a  
connecting sailing, please drive safely and with respect 
for the communities we serve, follow posted speed  
limits and do not block driveways outside terminals. 

Shuttle mode to keep you moving 
On shorter routes, when traffic builds up, vessels enter 
shuttle mode - the vessel won’t wait for the scheduled 
departure time, it will load-and-go. This helps us clear 
traffic and get you to your destination as quickly as 
possible. When vessels enter shuttle mode, we’ll post a 
service notice on our website and update digital screens 
at the terminal to let you know. Shuttle mode routes 
include:

• Denman Island West - Buckley Bay
• Denman Island East - Hornby Island
• Campbell River - Quadra Island
• Nanaimo Harbour - Gabriola Island
• Skidegate - Alliford Bay

More pet areas on outer decks 

Dogs on leashes and cats in carriers have access to new 
outdoor, upper deck pet areas on six vessels servicing 
the following routes: Horseshoe Bay – Departure Bay,  
Horseshoe Bay – Langdale, Powell River – Comox, Earls 
Cove – Saltery Bay. The majority of our vessels have 
indoor pet areas too. Water, waste bags and waste bins 
are available for all four legged passengers. 

Stay cool and hydrated  
Travel with sun protection for you and your pets. Ferries 
and terminal buildings have AC and refillable water 
stations. The outer decks are a good place to cool down 
once you’re underway. At our busiest terminals, tents 
and misting stations will be in place to provide relief 
from the heat. 

Current Conditions expansion  
We’ve expanded the number of terminals with  
Current Conditions information on our website and app. 
Real-time vessel tracking, live cams of terminal staging 
areas and service notices for 30 minor routes are now 
available all in one place.  
On your day of travel, check Current Conditions on  
bcferries.com or the BC Ferries App. Sign up for route 
specific Service Notices to receive emails with critical 
updates. 
We look forward to welcoming you on board.

 
 

Summer is almost 
here and we’re 
ready to welcome 
you on board.

*Fares shown are in Canadian dollars. Saver fare prices range from $39.00 - $59.00 for a standard under-height vehicle and driver, including a complimentary reservation for travel between Vancouver (Horseshoe Bay) – Sunshine Coast (Langdale), return. For travel between Comox  
(Little River) – Powell River (Westview), $39.00 Saver fares are based on one standard under-height vehicle, including driver fare and a reservation, travelling one-way in either direction. Saver fare prices range from $49.00 - $79.00 for a standard under-height vehicle and driver,  
including a complimentary reservation on the following routes: Vancouver (Tsawwassen) - Victoria (Swartz Bay), Vancouver (Tsawwassen) - Nanaimo (Duke Point) or Vancouver (Horseshoe Bay) - Nanaimo (Departure Bay). Fuel surcharges not included. BC Reg. 48839.

BC FERRIES

 
 


