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SEE MY MEMORABILIA: Island residents show posters, programs and other treasures from the past 25 years of ArtSpring’s existence at an open house 
event recently held at the arts centre. Items will be part of a 25th anniversary visual display being coordinated by Seth Berkowitz, centre at back in the 
photo. People are welcome to contact ArtSpring via communications@artspring.ca or 250-537-2125 if they have photos or other items to share.

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
DRIFTWOOD STAFF 

Saying the site needed to be cleared to 
build permanent homes, a provincial subsi-
dized housing provider last week gave an 
encampment on Salt Spring until Nov. 7 to 
vacate, leaving the “mutual community sup-
port” group there with few options. 

Several individuals remaining at 161 Drake 
Rd. were packing up as the Driftwood was 
going to press on Monday afternoon, with 
Green Ground Community Design Society’s 
Nejmah Guermoudi saying that BC Housing 
representatives told the group a dumpster 
would likely be offered shortly. Outreach 
workers were also at the site offering to help 
people fi ll out forms to apply for income assis-

tance — which many don’t need, she said. 
“Quite a few don’t actually require income 

assistance, because they are working mem-
bers of the community,” said Guermoudi. 
“They’re also getting people signed up for the 
BC Housing registry, which we all know can 
take up to three years or longer to actually get 
placed in a home. It’s not enough.” 

A BC Housing spokesperson confirmed a 
Notice of Trespass was delivered to 161 Drake 
Rd. Monday, Oct. 30 — on behalf of the lease-
holder, the Provincial Rental Housing Corpora-
tion (PHRC) — asking people living there to 
“voluntarily leave the site and remove person-
al possessions including vehicles” by Nov. 7.  

“The Drake Road property is leased by BC 
Housing and is slated for development,” read 

a statement to the Driftwood from BC Hous-
ing, which administers properties held by 
PHRC. “BC Housing recognizes the challenges 
with lack of affordable housing in the com-
munity, and that’s why permanent housing is 
being built at this site.” 

The agency has been planning to build 28 
units of supportive housing on the site since it 
announced its lease from the Capital Regional 
District (CRD) in early 2022. Complications 
with both contractors and the riparian parcel 
itself have been blamed for delays, although 
BC Housing representatives have said the 
project could still be completed by the end 
of 2024. 
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People asked to leave and remove belongings by Nov. 7

Drake Road group packing up

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

BEDDIS 
ROAD 

GARAGE
Repairs to all 

makes & models
181A BEDDIS ROAD
250-537-4122

PARKSVILLE 531 STANFORD AVE E #1A
KEATING 25-6809 KIRKPATRICK CR

SIDNEY 103-2031 MALAVIEW AVE
NANAIMO 624 COMOX RD

VICTORIA 540 JOHN ST
LANGFORD 2663 SOOKE RD 

SAANICHTON 6722 BERTRAM PL 

Visit us at one of our 
ISLAND LOCATIONS!

including the new  
         BOYD AUTOBODY & GLASS  
     COMMERCIAL & FLEET DIVISION  
  (6722 Betram PI, Saanichton, BC) boydautobody.com

Sidney

Saanichton

Victoria

Parksville

Nanaimo

Duncan

Richmond
Surrey

Vancouver
1

99

18

Langford

Keating

14

17

14

14

17

USAUSACANADA
CANADA
CANADA

7 

Your Community Newspaper Since 1960  •  gulfislandsdriftwood.com  •  250.537.9933

Wednesday, 
Nov. 8, 2023 

63rd year
Issue 45
$1.50

G U L F  I S L A N D S

• Country Grocer
• Thrifty Foods 

• The Local Liquor St.
• Home Hardware

INSERTS:

GROW YOUR
COMMUNITY

Buy 
Local

inside:

Books & Bling photos 
tell the story16

Inuit PIQSIQ show 
comes to ArtSpring 12

Arts and Entertainment ...12
Classifieds .......................14
Editorial ............................4
Island Life .......................15
Letters ...............................5
What’s On .......................13

• Country Grocer
• Thrifty Foods

• Pharmasave
• The Local Liquor St.

INSERTS:

Your Community Newspaper Since 1960  

Pages 7 to11

We 
Remember 

Them



2 |  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2023  NEWS www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Join Our Team 

Emergency Management Deputy
We are looking for a dynamic, highly motivated individual to help 
coordinate emergency mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery
initiatives for Emergency Management Salt Spring Island.

This individual will work collaboratively with the EM Lead and
stakeholders in the Salt Spring Island Electoral Area.

This is a part time volunteer position with a $6000/year honourarium.

Training and equipment is provided and operational costs are covered.
———————————————————————————————————————————
For further details, visit: 
tinyurl.com/EMDSSI  
Please email a resume and cover letter to: 
ssiepc@crd.bc.ca   
Deadline for applications is November 28th at 5:00pm

Capital Regional District

Join Our Team

Saturna Island  
Emergency Community Coordinator
We are looking for a dynamic, highly motivated individual to lead the coordination of 
emergency preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery initiatives for the Saturna 
Island Emergency Program. 
This individual will work collaboratively with their counterparts on Galiano, Mayne, Pender 
and Piers Island in the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area.
This is a part time volunteer position with a $5000/year honourarium. Training is provided 
and operational costs are covered.

For more information contact: 
Brigitte Prochaska,  
Southern Gulf Islands Emergency Program Coordinator 
Email: sgiepc@crd.bc.ca 
Phone: 250.629.6982

Capital Regional District

Join Our Team

Saturna Island  
Emergency Community Coordinator
We are looking for a dynamic, highly motivated individual to lead the coordination of 
emergency preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery initiatives for the Saturna 
Island Emergency Program. 
This individual will work collaboratively with their counterparts on Galiano, Mayne, Pender 
and Piers Island in the Southern Gulf Islands Electoral Area.
This is a part time volunteer position with a $5000/year honourarium. Training is provided 
and operational costs are covered.

For more information contact: 
Brigitte Prochaska,  
Southern Gulf Islands Emergency Program Coordinator 
Email: sgiepc@crd.bc.ca 
Phone: 250.629.6982

The proposed bylaws would amend the Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw No. 127, 1999 and the Galiano Island
Official Community Plan No. 108, 1995 by rezoning and re-designating a portion of the subject property from
Rural Residential (RR) to Agriculture (AG).

Proposed Bylaws 287 and 288
Rezoning and re-designating a portion of the subject property 

from Rural Residential (RR) to Agriculture (AG)
Subject Property Address: 490 Gardner Road, Galiano Island

Parcel Identifier Number: 004-695-844
Application: GL-RZ-2022.2 (Hayes)

COMMUNITY INFORMATION MEETING & PUBLIC HEARING 
GALIANO ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

HAVE YOUR SAY

Prior to the Public Hearing: Written submissions will be accepted until 4:30 p.m., November 10, 2023, by Email:
vicphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca or Mail or Drop Off: Islands Trust, 200-1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8R 1H8
At the Public Hearing: Only written submissions presented at the Public Hearing will be accepted until the close of
the Public Hearing. Written comments made in response to this notice will be available for public review.

Submissions

Copies of the proposed bylaws, the Public
Hearing Binder and other information on the
application is available on the Galiano Island
Current Application webpage and, at the Islands
Trust office at 200-1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC,
V8R 1H8 from the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays,
after October 27, 2023. 
A Community Information Meeting (CIM) will be
held prior to the Public Hearing and will provide
the opportunity for members of the public to ask  
questions about the proposed bylaws.

How do I get more information?

What are Proposed Bylaws No. 287 and No. 288?

Community Information
Meeting and Public Hearing
Tuesday, November 14,
2023 at 1:00 p.m. 

Galiano Island South
Community Hall 
141 Sturdies Bay Road 
Galiano Island, BC

Who should attend?
Anyone affected by
the proposed bylaws. 

Enquiries?
Kim Stockdill
Island  Planner
kstockdill@islandstrust.bc.ca
250-405-5157

‘Sanctuary’ members seek new landing spot
Local elected offi cials and community 

organizers with direct ties to the campers 
had met with BC Housing representatives 
prior to the trespass notice, and as the 
Driftwood went to press last Monday the 
Drake Road property was visited by police 
and outreach workers — both from the 
Umbrella Society and from the Ministry of 
Social Development and Poverty Reduc-

tion, according to a BC Housing spokes-
person. Information and resources were 
provided to the campers, including “free 
tent camping options,” they said. 

Reached for clarifi cation, BC Housing 
stated that referred to the dignity shel-
ter area dedicated in the fi eld at Mouat 
Park — where unhoused are allowed to 
set up a tent between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m., 
with the expectation that it comes down 
each day. 

Other options suggested reportedly 

included space for two people currently 
available at the Kings Lane temporary 
supportive housing facility, operated by 
the Umbrella Society, and some expand-
ed capacity coming available at the for-
mer Land Bank property on Dean Road, 
now operated by the Lookout Society, 
where Salt Spring CRD director Gary 
Holman said he was told fi ve or six more 
spaces will become available sometime 
this month.  

The move to clear people and some 
eight to 10 vehicles and tents off the land 
was not entirely unexpected; BC Housing 
has previously said it did not believe that 
encampments generally were a long-term 
suitable form of housing — and that an 
encampment at the 5.5-acre parcel on 
Drake Road could create “signifi cant risks 
for the wellbeing of campers and of the 
broader community.”  

The encampment that calls itself “The 
Sanctuary” began in late September, 
according to Guermoudi, as a cohesive 

community she said had been previously 
displaced multiple times from park prop-
erties. 

Guermoudi said the group’s model of 
“mutual community support” was more 
valuable to people who were struggling 
than the “top-down, service-oriented 
social services industry.  

“The fact that we’d had a meeting 
before, and they seemed somewhat 
receptive, it felt like a real jab, actually, to 
come up here and see that they’re actu-
ally trying to lock down a level of enforce-
ment,” said  Guermoudi. 

It was unclear where the group will 
transition to, or indeed whether they 
would remain together. Guermoudi 
repeated a request for anyone with pri-
vate land and an interest to reach out to 
her.

BC Housing said they are still fi nalizing 
details of a revised construction timeline 
for the supportive housing project at 
Drake Road.  

TOPONYMY

Point’s name questioned

‘Savage’ Point name could 
be rescinded

BY ROBB MAGLEY
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

A point on a small island off Saturna is at 
the centre of an investigation to determine 
whether its name is derogatory — and local 
governments have been asked to chime in. 

The Islands Trust — along with other local 
organizations and governing bodies, includ-
ing several First Nations representatives — 
has been asked to comment on a request 
to rescind the name of Tumbo Island’s Sav-
age Point, received by the BC Geographical 
Names Offi ce (BCGNO). 

“The request is to rescind the name, and 
does not include offi cially replacing it,” reads 
a letter from BCGNO provincial toponymist 
Trent Thomas, who also serves on the Geo-
graphical Names Board of Canada. “Consid-
eration to rescind this offi cial name is based 
on the offensive nature of the language in 
the name.” 

Tumbo lies just north of the east end of 
Saturna Island — missing out on being the 
easternmost Gulf Island by some 500 metres 
— and Savage Point points northeast into 
the Strait of Georgia. According to BCGNO’s 
records, the name was fi rst established on 

British Admiralty Charts in 1859, and offi cially 
adopted in 1945 — although the signifi cance 
or origin of the name was not recorded. 

The BCGNO said it is aware of the potential 
harms arising from derogatory language in 
geographical names and would like to deter-
mine if rescinding this name is supported by 
local communities and organizations or if 
there are any reasons it might be unfavour-
able.  

Discussing the request Wednesday, Nov. 
1, the Islands Trust Executive Committee 
expressed broad support of the recension, 
ultimately asking staff to respond via letter 
to advise the BCGNO they had no concerns, 
and to forward both the request and letter 
to Saturna Island’s Local Trust Committee for 
their information. 

If rescinded, the online name records 
would be maintained with the history of 
this name having once been offi cial, but the 
name would no longer be labelled on pro-
vincial maps and charts or distributed as an 
offi cial place name in B.C. 

“Until a broadly supported naming pro-
posal is brought forward and officially 
adopted in accordance with the BC Geo-
graphical Naming Policy and Procedures, 
this place would not have an offi cial name,” 
wrote Thomas, “and references to this fea-
ture would be by GPS coordinates or in rela-
tion to nearby named features.” 

DRAKE ROAD 
continued from 1
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A map from 1918 showing Tumbo Island’s Savage Point, from a survey completed by H.M.S. 
Plumper in 1859. The Plumper’s crew included familiar names like Lt. Richard Charles Mayne 
and ship’s Master Daniel Pender. 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com                                                                             NEWS  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2023 | 3

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Contact the BCSPCA at 
250-537-2123

250-653-4013

GULF ISLANDS
SEPTIC LTD.

G.I.S. SALES 
& RENTALS INC.

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE LOCAL SPCA

Sawyer is a very shy, timid guy looking for the right 
home where he can be himself
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21
SA
SA

0250 2.00.6
1201 10.83.3

22
SU
DI

0354 2.30.7
1252 11.23.4

23
MO
LU

0504 2.60.8
1333 11.23.4
2009 7.92.4
2237 8.22.5

24
TU

MA

0613 3.31.0
1407 10.83.3
2026 6.92.1

25
WE
ME

0045 8.22.5
0715 3.91.2
1434 10.83.3
2053 5.91.8

26
TH
JE

0224 8.52.6
0809 4.61.4
1457 10.83.3
2124 4.61.4

27
FR
VE

0345 9.22.8
0858 5.61.7
1517 10.83.3
2157 3.31.0

28
SA
SA

0455 9.83.0
0947 6.92.1
1538 10.83.3
2232 2.00.6

29
SU
DI

0559 10.53.2
1038 7.92.4
1600 10.83.3
2309 1.30.4

30
MO
LU

0659 10.83.3
1133 8.52.6
1624 10.53.2
2347 1.00.3

31
TU

MA

0758 11.23.4
1237 9.22.8
1649 10.53.2

1
WE
ME

0028 1.30.4
0858 11.53.5
1358 9.52.9
1712 9.83.0

2
TH
JE

0111 1.60.5
0957 11.53.5
1554 9.52.9
1722 9.52.9

3
FR
VE

0156 2.00.6
1053 11.23.4

4
SA
SA

0245 2.60.8
1144 11.23.4

5
SU
DI

0337 3.61.1
1227 11.23.4

6
MO
LU

0434 4.31.3
1300 10.83.3
2026 6.92.1
2306 7.22.2

7
TU

MA

0536 4.91.5
1327 10.53.2
2032 6.21.9

8
WE
ME

0119 7.52.3
0638 5.61.7
1348 10.53.2
2047 5.61.7

9
TH
JE

0244 7.92.4
0733 6.21.9
1407 10.23.1
2105 4.61.4

10
FR
VE

0348 8.92.7
0823 6.92.1
1424 10.23.1
2125 3.61.1

11
SA
SA

0441 9.52.9
0910 7.52.3
1440 10.23.1
2148 3.00.9

12
SU
DI

0530 10.23.1
0955 8.52.6
1456 10.23.1
2214 2.00.6

13
MO
LU

0617 10.53.2
1040 9.22.8
1512 10.53.2
2245 1.30.4

14
TU

MA

0705 11.23.4
1129 9.52.9
1530 10.53.2
2319 1.00.3

15
WE
ME

0755 11.53.5
1224 9.83.0
1550 10.53.2
2359 0.70.2

16
TH
JE

0847 11.53.5
1336 10.23.1
1611 10.53.2

17
FR
VE

0043 0.70.2
0939 11.53.5

18
SA
SA

0132 1.00.3
1028 11.53.5

19
SU
DI

0226 1.60.5
1114 11.53.5

20
MO
LU

0323 2.60.8
1154 11.53.5
1910 7.52.3
2053 7.92.4

21
TU

MA

0425 3.61.1
1228 11.53.5
1929 6.62.0
2340 7.52.3

22
WE
ME

0530 4.61.4
1257 11.53.5
1957 5.21.6

23
TH
JE

0146 7.92.4
0634 5.91.8
1322 11.23.4
2027 3.61.1

24
FR
VE

0319 8.92.7
0736 7.22.2
1344 11.23.4
2059 2.60.8

25
SA
SA

0431 9.83.0
0837 8.22.5
1406 11.23.4
2132 1.30.4

26
SU
DI

0529 10.83.3
0939 9.22.8
1429 10.83.3
2206 0.70.2

27
MO
LU

0622 11.53.5
1043 9.52.9
1456 10.83.3
2243 0.70.2

28
TU

MA

0710 11.83.6
1151 9.83.0
1525 10.53.2
2321 0.70.2

29
WE
ME

0758 11.83.6
1305 9.83.0
1555 10.23.1

30
TH
JE

0000 1.00.3
0844 11.83.6
1426 9.83.0
1622 9.83.0

1
FR
VE

0040 1.30.4
0928 11.83.6

2
SA
SA

0121 2.00.6
1008 11.83.6

3
SU
DI

0200 2.60.8
1043 11.53.5

4
MO
LU

0240 3.61.1
1112 11.23.4

5
TU

MA

0321 4.61.4
1137 11.23.4
1926 6.21.9
2309 6.92.1

6
WE
ME

0407 5.91.8
1159 10.83.3
1939 5.21.6

7
TH
JE

0141 7.22.2
0507 6.92.1
1220 10.83.3
1958 4.61.4

8
FR
VE

0318 8.22.5
0619 7.92.4
1240 10.53.2
2020 3.61.1

9
SA
SA

0418 9.22.8
0729 8.52.6
1259 10.53.2
2045 2.60.8

10
SU
DI

0504 10.23.1
0834 9.52.9
1319 10.53.2
2113 1.60.5

11
MO
LU

0546 10.83.3
0935 9.83.0
1340 10.83.3
2145 1.00.3

12
TU

MA

0627 11.53.5
1033 10.53.2
1406 10.83.3
2221 0.30.1

13
WE
ME

0709 11.83.6
1130 10.53.2
1440 10.83.3
2301 0.00.0

14
TH
JE

0750 11.83.6
1228 10.53.2
1520 10.83.3
2344 0.00.0

15
FR
VE

0831 12.13.7
1335 10.53.2
1606 10.53.2

16
SA
SA

0030 0.30.1
0910 12.13.7
1452 9.83.0
1658 9.83.0

17
SU
DI

0117 1.00.3
0946 12.13.7
1608 8.92.7
1803 9.22.8

18
MO
LU

0204 2.00.6
1020 11.83.6
1712 7.92.4
1939 8.22.5

19
TU

MA

0252 3.31.0
1052 11.83.6
1801 6.62.0
2205 7.22.2

20
WE
ME

0343 4.91.5
1120 11.83.6
1843 4.91.5

21
TH
JE

0038 7.52.3
0441 6.62.0
1146 11.53.5
1920 3.61.1

22
FR
VE

0241 8.52.6
0553 7.92.4
1210 11.53.5
1957 2.30.7

23
SA
SA

0402 9.83.0
0714 9.22.8
1235 11.23.4
2033 1.60.5

24
SU
DI

0458 10.83.3
0839 9.83.0
1303 10.83.3
2109 1.00.3

25
MO
LU

0544 11.53.5
1001 10.23.1
1336 10.83.3
2147 0.70.2

26
TU

MA

0627 11.83.6
1112 10.23.1
1414 10.83.3
2226 0.70.2

27
WE
ME

0707 11.83.6
1210 10.23.1
1454 10.53.2
2304 0.70.2

28
TH
JE

0744 11.83.6
1303 9.83.0
1533 10.23.1
2342 1.00.3

29
FR
VE

0819 11.83.6
1358 9.52.9
1611 9.83.0

30
SA
SA

0018 1.60.5
0849 11.83.6
1456 9.22.8
1648 9.22.8

31
SU
DI

0052 2.30.7
0916 11.53.5
1555 8.52.6
1732 8.52.6T
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DRIFTWOOD WEEKLY
3C X 3.75” AD

PH: 250-537-5564 • FAX: 250-537-1207
RAINBOW ROAD

Mon to Fri 7am to 5pm / Saturdays 8am to 5pm
Closed Sundays and holidays 

BEDDIS ROAD 
Mon to Fri 6:30am to 3pm | Sat 8am to 4pm

saltspring@windsorplywood.com

Windsor Plywood
SALT SPRING

Full line building supplies  
from foundation to roof!

Full line building supplies  

Page 1Saltspring

NO PAYMENTS • NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS! • uP TO $40,000 OAC • SEE IN-STORE FOR dETAIlS

1 HOUR SPECIALS! • SEPTEMBER 19TH ONLY

THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19TH

10AM - 7PM

Enjoy a burrito crafted by leon 
& the Salt Spring youth wrestling team

SAlT SPRING ISlANd
166 RAINBOW ROAD

 PH: 250-537-5564 • FAX: 250-537-1207
Mon - Fri: 7am - 5:30pm • Sat: 8am - 5:30pm • Closed Sundays

general@windsorssi.com • www.windsorssi.com 

YOU ARE INVITED... 
TO OUR LARGEST PROMOTIONAL EVENT OF THE YEAR!

100000
ENTER TO WIN!

Gift 
Certificate

FACTORY REPS ON HANd
4 Cedar Valley Shingles 
4 Sikkens Anzo Nobel

4 Cloverdale Paint  4 Gentek Windows
4 dewalt Tools  4 Vinyl Click Flooring

4 Barr Plastic Water Systems 
4 Emco Plumbing & Electrical
4 Engineered Wood Products

4 Safety Supplies  4 Gienow Windows
4 Engineered, laminate, Prefinished 

& unfinished Wood Flooring
4 Splashes with Moen Showcase 

4 Pacific Rim Flooring
4 Irwin Tools & MORE!

dON’T MISS THE CHANCE TO quESTION 
THE FACTORY REPS, CHECk OuT THE 

dEMOS ANd THE AWESOME lIMITEd TIME 
PROMO OFFERS!

(Redeemable only at Windsor Plywood Saltspring) 
It’s easy to enter... just visit us on 

September 19th and fill out an entry form. 
One entry per person please!

10am - 11am

2pm - 3pm

12pm - 1pm

4pm - 5pm

11am - 12pm

3pm - 4pm

1pm - 2pm

5pm - 6pm

1/2” DRYWALL SAVE OFF ALL TARPS

8MM LAMINATE 
FLOORING

REDI-MIx 
CONCRETE

6’ WHITE VINYL 
PATIO DOORS

ALL FINGER JOINT 
PRIMED MOULDINGS

788 25%

75¢588 52500 25%

4” x 8’ Sheet
Limited to 20 sheets 
per customer!

Assorted sizes in-stock!

Do it Now & 
Save off regular 
prices...

Wow! That’s per 
square foot!

Limited to 10 bags 
per person!

with screen!
Hurry, only 
while supplies 
last in-stock!

Wow! Drop by 
between 5 - 6pm 
and Save...

Each Off

Bag Each Off reg. 
prices

GENERAL PAINT
EGGSHELL LATEx

2288White only
#55-010
3.78L Each

6 PANEL INTERIOR 
HEMLOCK DOORS

7700Standard sizes 
First come first 
serve! Each

Lots of door prizes to be given away!

See you at the 
Fall Fair!

Mike Ken

SaltSpring
2013  Show SPECIALS!

PRICES MAY VARY AFTER SEPTEMBER 28, 2013

Make a 
donation!

All proceeds help purchase 

training dummies & specialized 

equipment for the wrestling team! 

*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. The results of this assessment 
will be communicated verbally to you. If you request a copy of the Audiological Report, an administrative fee will apply. 
Child hearing tests are conducted at select locations for a fee, please contact us for more information. WorkSafe BC and 
other Provincial WCB Networks, VAC, MSDPR, and FNHA/NIHB accepted. Registered under the College of Speech and 
Hearing Health Professionals of BC.

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
1108–115 Fulford-Ganges Road

(Grace Point Square)

1-888-353-3742

Selene Finlayson  
RHIP

Terena LeCorre  
RAUD

Book your FREE
Hearing Test today!*

Mention code: NSP-2000-DRFTW

Cowichan 
Petroleum Sales 

2007 Ltd.
monthly $150 draw 

winner is...

Ann Harris
___________
Give us a call for 

Heating Fuel, 
Gasoline or Diesel. 

We also carry 
lube oils, fuel tanks 

& pumps. 1-877-715-1019 
KEN & TRACY BULCOCK

HOUSING 

STVR powers may fall to Trust
Choice to opt in to B.C.’s 
new rules likely left to 
LTCs 

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F 

It may come down to local officials 
to decide whether short-term vacation 
rentals on Salt Spring and other Gulf 
Islands will fall under new provincial 
legislation seeking to limit them — spe-
cifi cally, it seems, the Islands Trust’s Local 
Trust Committees (LTCs). 

It has been an open question whether 
B.C.’s new Short-Term Rental Accommo-
dations Act would meaningfully affect 
the Gulf Islands since it was announced 
this fall. As written, for example, the 
new legislation will require short-term 
rentals to be offered only in the principal 
residence of a host “in municipalities 
with a population of 10,000 people or 
more,” according to a fact sheet, with 
resort communities and all regional dis-
trict areas outside municipalities specifi -
cally exempt.  

Those communities could opt in, 
according to the province, “if the local 
government decides to do so” — a 
phrase perhaps less fraught with compli-
cations elsewhere, but one that has been 
slow to fi nd its footing here, as various 

layers of local government have been 
seeking clarity.  

Islands Trust staff said they expected to 
meet with ministry offi cials soon to iron 
out details, but it now appears the choice 
to opt-in will likely land in the laps of LTC 
members, according to planning services 
director Stefan Cermak, who told the 
Trust’s Executive Committee last week 
those conversations were underway. 

“We did speak last week with ministry 
staff, and they did indicate that it will 
be up to the Local Trust Committees to 
opt in, or opt out,” said Cermak, add-
ing that there would likely be a briefi ng 
presented to each LTC in the near future, 
once the process was clarifi ed. 

The provincial legislation is phasing 
in, and is expected to establish provin-
cial rules and enforcement, requiring 
mandatory participation in a provincial 
host and platform registry — to be estab-
lished later next year — and to require 
STVR listings to include hosts’ provin-
cial registry number, once that program 
launches. It would also require listings to 
include any local government business 
licence number issued. 

The ministry has indicated it would be 
regional districts that will be given the 
ability to issue business licences to regu-
late short-term rentals in rural areas. Salt 
Spring Electoral Area Capital Regional 
District (CRD) director Gary Holman said 
he’d like to see how the provincial regis-

tration system progressed before start-
ing any licensing program. 

“We will have the authority,” said 
Holman, “but the question would be 
whether we wanted to exercise it, given 
the province-wide measures. I don’t hear 
any business on Salt Spring clamouring 
for the CRD to implement licensing right 
now.” 

What’s more, while the “principal resi-
dence” language in the new legislation 
is technically broad — including not just 
a homeowner’s dwelling and attached 
secondary suite but also one other unit 
on the property, such as a “laneway 
home/garden suite” — it’s unclear how 
many STVRS on Salt Spring Island could 
be affected, since under current land use 
bylaws they are not permitted in the fi rst 
place.  

Earlier this year, Islands Trust bylaw 
compliance and enforcement officer 
Warren Dingman told the Salt Spring LTC 
that his investigations suggested there 
were about 250 advertised accommoda-
tions on the island, roughly half of which 
represented an “unlawful operation,” 
i.e. a STVR.

STVRs are distinct from “bed and 
breakfast” operations in Salt Spring’s 
land use bylaw, the latter being a com-
mercial use which is conditionally permit-
ted in some island zones — and which 
already must locate guest accommoda-
tions within a principal dwelling unit.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Bill 44 not expected to apply locally 
Provincial proposal 
resembles ADU 
bylaw provisions

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F 

B.C. legislators tabled new laws 
last week that seemed at first 
blush to be enacting most of the 
goals of a proposed Salt Spring 
Island accessory dwelling unit 
(ADU) bylaw — but an early inter-
pretation by Islands Trust staff 
indicates the provincial directives 
won’t apply to the islands. 

Bill 44 amends — and adds 
to — the Local Government Act 
(LGA) in several ways, accord-
ing to a provincial factsheet, 
addressing the ongoing afford-
able housing crisis with the intent 
of providing “more housing, in 
the right places, faster.” Among 
other measures, the legislation 
adds language that parallels that 
of Salt Spring’s proposed Bylaw 
530, and requires local govern-
ments update zoning bylaws to 
allow a minimum of one second-
ary suite or detached accessory 
dwelling unit (ADU) in all single-
family residential zones. 

The measures are intended 
to be in effect throughout B.C. 
“with some exceptions,” accord-
ing to a ministry fact sheet — 
including, it seems, zones admin-
istered by the Islands Trust.  

Salt Spring Island Local Trust 
Committee (LTC) chair Tim 
Peterson said last week that 

while trustees were still looking 
through the just-released legisla-
tion, staff have said there was a 
“consequential amendment” to 
the Islands Trust Act that excludes 
the new section of the LGA — the 
one requiring a minimum num-
ber of units on a lot, including 
ADUs — from applying to LTCs. 

Peterson added that there 
would be more information com-
ing from staff, likely clarifying the 
relevant language.  

As currently written and read, 
the bill requires most B.C. zon-
ing authorities to permit both 
the use and the density of use 
necessary to accommodate one 
additional housing unit on every 
property designated as being 
within a “restricted zone,” where 
the permitted residential use is 
restricted only to single-family 
dwellings. Local governments are 
required to amend their zoning 
bylaws to reflect the changes 
before late June, according to 
regulators, unless they apply for 
— and are granted — an exten-
sion.  

The new legislation comes 

alongside another program that will offer forgivable 
loans to homeowners who build a secondary suite 
and rent it for less than market rate — as much as 
$40,000, which thus far the province has said will 
not be available for projects within the Islands Trust 
Area. Both trustees and the Capital Regional District 
board have expressed disappointment in the Trust  
being excluded from that initiative. 

Salt Spring Island’s proposed Bylaw 530 was origi-
nally envisioned to create a legal pathway toward 
the construction of ADUs in several zones across 
the island. First proposed in April 2022, a current 
iteration of the bylaw being advanced by the LTC 
contemplates just a handful of parcels where ADUs 
might be allowed.  

Among other measures, 

the legislation adds 

language that parallels 

that of Salt Spring’s 

proposed Bylaw 530 . . . . 
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Actions
for peace

W
ar and peace are 
again dominating 
headlines, not 
only because 

of current raging confl icts 
but with Remembrance Day 
coming up this week. 

On Salt Spring Island the Nov. 11 ceremony will 
return to its tradition of beginning with a parade 
with participants mustering by the Ganges post offi ce 
and events centring around Centennial Park as usual.  

An added event this year is an open house at Gan-
ges Community Cemetery at Central, where the Path-
fi nders group of Girl Guides have again marked veter-
ans’ grave through the No Stone Left Alone initiative. 

Organizers of another event this weekend hope 
to raise awareness of the horrors of war through the 

beauty of music and the 
gathering of community. 
Bach on the Rock Cham-
ber Choir and Orchestra 
presents Remembrance 
2023, featuring Ralph 
Vaughan Williams’ epic 
and poignant Dona Nobis 
Pacem (Give Us Peace), 
which he composed in 
response to his World 
War I experiences. Con-
certs are on the evening 
of Nov. 11 and the after-

noon of Nov. 12 at ArtSpring, with singalongs of 
World War I and II-era songs taking place half an hour 
before the concerts begin. 

People wanting to contribute to peace efforts in 
Gaza will have an opportunity to do so through a fun-
draiser and educational, healing event that has been 
organized for next Saturday, Nov. 18 at Beaver Point 
Hall. Spearheaded by the Arab-Jewish Coalition for 
Peace in the Middle East (AJCPME), it will include live 
music, a silent auction, Arabic feast and a facilitated 
conversation.

Omrane Hassan, a director and events coordinator 
for AJCPME, says it best in our Viewpoint piece this 
week: “To provide relief to Gaza, we need more than 
money; we need to come together and address the 
conditions that have created this catastrophe and 
do whatever we can, wherever we are to create a 
different world. One where every life is held as pre-
cious, Arab and Jewish, and no single living being is 
sacrifi ced for the preservation of an unjust system of 
power.”

From attending the Nov. 18 Salt Spring for Gaza 
event to buying and wearing a poppy, or attend-
ing the Nov. 11 ceremony or the Bach on the Rock 
concerts, everyone can make some contribution 
towards peace and remembrance this week.

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
War and 
remembrance

WE SAY:
Everyone can 
contribute to 
peace

All invited to Gaza event
BY OMRANE HASSAN

The Arab-Jewish Coalition 
for Peace in the Middle East 
(AJCPME) invites you to join us 
at Salt Spring For Gaza: A Day 
of Culture, Solidarity, and Support on Satur-
day, Nov. 18 at Beaver Point Hall from 2:30 
to 6:30 p.m. to raise funds for humanitarian 
relief to the people of Gaza. 

To organize relief for Gaza is not just a 
matter of raising money (although we do 
hope to raise as much as possible), it is a 
matter of global consciousness and healing. 
To provide relief to Gaza, we need more 
than money; we need to come together 
and address the conditions that have cre-
ated this catastrophe and do whatever we 
can, wherever we are to create a different 
world. One where every life is held as pre-
cious, Arab and Jewish, and no single living 
being is sacrifi ced for the preservation of an 
unjust system of power.

Here on Salt Spring, AJCPME has come 
together to do this work by inviting people 
to connect, learn, offer their gifts and cre-
ativity, and share a meal. We invite this 
community to break bread and gather 
around the table to support the people of 
Gaza, mourn all the lives lost in this erup-
tion of violence, imagine a free Palestine 
and begin to create the world anew. May 
we change the material conditions for 
those most in need, at every level of our 
social, economic, political and spiritual 
organization.

The event will feature live music, a silent 
auction, and an Arabic feast. We will also 
have a conversation among activists, jour-
nalists and lawyers, including Ellen Gabriel, 
a Mohawk activist, fi lmmaker, Kahnesatake 
spokesperson; Gord Hill, writer and activist; 
and Kevin Neish, human rights activist. 

The conversation will be facilitated by 
Jewish community member Eva Peskin, 

whose research draws on queer, 
Jewish, and feminist intellec-
tual and cultural traditions to 
develop life-affi rming models 
for giving and receiving feed-

back. Eva Peskin has over a decade of expe-
rience as a teacher, movement researcher, 
and community-based art maker, engaging 
healing, disability, and transformative jus-
tice practices to create containers of care 
where deep learning can take place. 

Recognizing the intensity and trauma 
that this issue carries for many people in 
different and particular ways, there will be 
satellite spaces set up so people can step 
away as needed to process, restore and 
fi nd calm if anything gets overwhelming. 
Those spaces will be staffed with volunteers 
prepared to receive everyone with care and 
gentleness. We are recruiting counsellors 
and mediators to be present to provide sup-
port during the event, and we are asking all 
registrants to sign a community agreement 
assuring that we commit to respecting each 
other and holding space for our differences.

We cannot promise that it will be perfect 
or easy, but we aim to create a table of radi-
cal care, where everyone is invited to fi nd 
love and connection through our shared 
and particular pain and hope, to imagine 
another possible world together.

Tickets can be purchased for a minimum 
donation of $60 at Salt Spring Books (cash 
only). All ages are welcome. Please con-
tact ajcpmecontact@gmail.com for more 
information or to make contributions to the 
silent auction. Please also let us know if you 
will require a kosher meal. 

Proceeds from the event will be sent to 
Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Mid-
dle East (CJPME).

The writer is a director and events coordi-
nator for AJCPME.

THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION: LAST WEEK’S QUESTION:

54 

 NO   YES

83 Do you currently 
spend time in a 
volunteer role?

Do you wear a poppy 
at Remembrance Day 
time? Yes No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com 
before Monday 2 p.m. or clip this box and drop it at our offi ce before Monday at 2 p.m.
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LETTERS to the editor

ISLAND

VOICES

“I don’t hear any business on Salt Spring clamouring for the CRD to
 implement licensing right now.”
GARY HOLMAN, SALT SPRING CRD DIRECTOR  

QUOTE 
OF THE 

WEEK: 

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. For details about 
deadlines, and word limits for the Viewpoint and other longer opinion pieces, contact the editor at the email address below, or 
phone 250-537-9933. All submissions may be edited for brevity, legality and taste.  Writers are asked to provide a telephone 
number where they may be reached during the day, and to sign letters with their full name. Letters published do not necessarily 
reflect the views of Driftwood Publishing Ltd., its staff or advertisers. Send letters to: news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

At an early age, my luck at 
finding part-time jobs began 
to change. All of a sudden, 
people wanted to hire me and 
offered me jobs after school. 
Maybe it was because my acne 
had mostly cleared up and I no 
longer scared people when I 
looked right at them. What-
ever it was, I suddenly, or it 
seemed sudden to me, was 
being offered jobs all over the 
place. To this day I don’t under-
stand it. I didn’t question it, 
though. Of course I didn’t.

Prospective employers asked 
me about my past employment 
and I told them the truth: I 
had been a paper boy. With a 
girl’s bike. They could check if 
they wanted to. But, in truth, 
newspapers did not keep track 
of their paper boys and in most 
cases were trying to forget 
about them just in case of child 
labour laws.  

After I had looked around 
and filled in some applica-
tion forms, one of this coun-
try’s large department stores 
offered me a job. I don’t dare 
say the name of the store in 
case they decide to sue me. 
They all went broke 20 years 
ago, but you can’t be too care-
ful. They asked me if I had any 
preferences and I said I didn’t.  

My first posting, if I can call 
it that, was at the big flag-
ship store right downtown. 
You know it, the one with 

the big brass doors and the 
larger-than-life sculpture of 
the founder, Timothy E. in 
the foyer. Even though I had 
been raised by communists, 
this store awed me. And I was 
going to be part of it.

They put me in Socks. I have 
nothing against socks. We all 
need them sooner or later. But 
to sit surrounded by socks for 
hours is demoralizing. There 
were socks in special little sock 
slots with labels indicating the 
type of sock. I don’t want to 
sound ungrateful, but show-
ing customers around the socks 
was not very exciting, if you 
want to know the truth. But 
it was a job and allowed me 
to catch up on my reading in 
between sales. I re-arranged 
the socks with an eye to colour 
and function. Also, it was sort 
of dark in there, so no one 
noticed that I was a recovering 
acne sufferer. If you too had 
it you will know what I mean. 
Maybe there are meetings. In 
a move that made me happy, I 
was moved to Books.

I ’ l l  bet  you hadn’t  real -
ized that a huge downtown 
department store would have 
a books department. But that 
is because you have forgot-
ten that the aim of these huge 
stores was to put all the little 
stores out of business. Oops, 
that’s my communist parents’ 
perspective again. But they 

were not completely wrong.
So there I was in Books and if 

I thought it was quiet in Socks, 
it was dead in Books. But I 
loved it. First, because it was 
even quieter than Socks and 
second because I was being 
paid to read. And so I did. I 
could have stayed in Books for-
ever but it was not to be. And 
besides, if I had, I would not be 
writing about it now.

I know I am taking too long 
to get to the Barbie stuff stat-
ed in the title of this column, 
but be patient, I will get to 
it. Good things take time. It 
all happened in the Sporting 
Goods department where the 
big store sent me. It was in the 
suburbs. It was on the same 
floor as the Toy Department 
and you can see where this is 
going, can’t you? But wait.

If I knew only a little about 
socks and maybe a little bit 
more about books, I  knew 
nothing about sporting goods. 
I once tried skating but that 
didn’t work out. So there I was, 

surrounded by sporting goods 
without any knowledge of any 
of them. We had skates, both 
girls’ and boys’. Hunting knives 
and throwing knives (I tried 
one out in the storeroom), 
vicious, mean weapons. They 
scared me just looking at them. 
And guns. Real guns, shotguns 
and rifles, in a quiet, safe 
suburban department store. 
My utter lack of knowledge 
of these things surpassed my 
ignorance of socks and books 
combined. I was hired to sell 
these things, so I had to make 
stuff up.  

I learned to say things like, 
“these are really sharp skates,” 
and “you can really throw this 
knife” and “look at the bar-
rels on this shotgun,” “look, 
the stock is real wood.” I said, 
“over and under” in a totally 
convincing way, in spite of not 
knowing at all what I was talk-
ing about. I had never golfed 
but suddenly I knew the dif-
ference between an iron and a 
wood, not to mention a mashie 
niblick. It would have been 
fun except that I knew I knew 
nothing. The experience has 
left me with a lifelong suspi-
cion of salespersons.

Oh, yes, the toy department. 
I have not forgotten. It was the 
year that Mattel introduced 
their new Barbie doll. Our toy 
department had them and they 
caused a minor sensation. Part-

ly because up to then, dolls 
were babies or young children 
for little girls to play with. This 
doll was different. She looked 
kind of grown up. Apparently 
no one at the time noticed that 
this doll, if related to an actu-
al human girl, would have to 
have had five-foot legs and be 
always on tip-toe. No one was 
surprised when this new doll 
was a sold-out success. She was 
a long way from Raggedy-Ann, 
you might say.  

What happened next was, 
I suppose, inevitable. There 
was a young guy in the toy 
department who had the mis-
fortune of being discovered 
in the stock room undressing 
one of the Barbies. Perhaps 
he was motivated by simple 
scientific curiosity, like when 
Galileo pointed his telescope 
at the heavens. Or when Sir 
Issac Newton invented grav-
ity. No one in our department 
thought that was the case. 
Neither did management, who 
fired the fellow on the spot.

We  i n  S p o r t i n g  G o o d s 
thought it was pretty funny and 
some of us wondered if he got 
to keep the doll. Like a bizarre 
memento of Mattel’s new prod-
uct. I wonder if he has seen the 
movie or maybe he just wants 
to forget the whole thing, 
wherever he is now. He might 
have been happier in Sporting 
Goods. Or Socks.

Not your usual everyday Barbie story, but one that needs telling 
Chris

Rideout
AND THAT 

WAS 

WHEN

Many benefits to 
volunteering

The Nov. 1 Driftwood editorial about 
the need for volunteers in our community 
was excellent. 

Volunteering is immensely important 
both to our community and to the volun-
teers themselves. According to the World 
Happiness Report 2023, “A wealth of 
research now demonstrates that altruism 
is often positively correlated with subjec-
tive well-being, which comprises both 
high life satisfaction and experiencing 
more positive emotions and fewer nega-
tive emotions in daily life.”

That certainly works for me. I get just 
as much from doing useful things in the 
community as the community benefits 
from what I do. Volunteer commitments 
give me a lot of pleasure and satisfaction.

I found my first volunteer role through 
the volunteer coordinator at Salt Spring 
Community Services — now known as 
Island Community Services (ICS) — when 
I moved here over 30 years ago. And 

apparently you can still volunteer with 
one of the many programs offered by 
ICS. The application form is on the ICS 
website: saltspringcommunityservices.ca/
get-involved/volunteer/. ICS also has a vol-
unteer coordinator, Cora Platz, who can 
be reached at cplatz@ssics.ca.

Of course there are many obvious ways 
to help others in our community. You just 
have to decide what you want to do and 
then ask a few questions of the relevant 
organizations. For example, if you want 
to work with seniors, you might contact 
the Salt Spring Seniors Services Society 
or possibly Salt Spring Hospice. If you 
like to work with people and books, the 
library or Salt Spring Literacy can always 
use more volunteers. If you like to be out-
doors, you might try working with the Salt 
Spring Trail and Nature Club to help main-
tain our many trails. If you’re interested in 
the arts, there’s ArtSpring, the Salt Spring 
Film Festival and Salt Spring Arts. There 
is something for everyone. Just look at 
the list of associations and societies in the 
beginning pages of The Lions Club Direc-
tory (our telephone book).

Volunteering is especially good for 
those of us who are not working full time. 
You don’t have to be paid to be useful 
and productive. Volunteering in the right 
place for you will make you a happier, 
better adjusted person. And of course it’s 
crucial for our community.

CHARLES KAHN,
SALT SPRING 

Rooster mystery 
solved

For several years I have been skulking 
up and down our street late at  night, 
AR-15 in hand, searching in vain for the 
elusive  @%$* rooster who has been 
haunting my dreams, driving me ever 
closer to the brink of insanity (a short 
drive, I admit). 

I eventually concluded that he was resid-
ing near Dulcy Wilson’s house, but there 
was no sign of a henhouse anywhere near-
by. For a time, I suspected it may be a roost-
er-Corgi cross, sort of like a Labra-doodle, 

but my Google research indicated that no 
such beast existed. The closest I could find 
were the rooster-Spaniel cross (Cocker-
doodle-do) and, of course, the Poodle-
doodle-do. These breeds were unsuccess-
ful, yielding only very loyal roosters that 
enjoyed chasing cars. I was at a loss.

Thank goodness for last week’s View-
point article by Jill Bartle regarding roost-
ers, faux roosters and the crowing thereof. 
Dulcy was the rooster! Shooting her would 
have been downright unneighbourly, and 
would almost certainly have lead to an 
extended period of incarceration. 

I am learning to howl like a coyote in 
hopes of scaring her away. Success is not 
guaranteed. 

Mrs. Bartle’s writing style is vaguely 
familiar, and strangely, I feel as if I have 
known her all my life, or at least since I was 
four years old. She is clearly not right in the 
head, a quality I much admire.

MIKE STACEY,
MALIVIEW 

MORE OPINION continued on  6



6 |  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2023                         	 OPINION� www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Financial planning is about more 
than just focusing on the numbers in 
your balance sheet and your portfolio. 
It’s important to look at your � nancial 
plan with your personal values, lifestyle 
and business targets in mind to create 
objectives that will see you through your 
short- and long-term goals. Here are 
three bene� ts of a holistic � nancial plan:

Personalized to align with what’s 
most important to you and your 
business

Holistic � nancial planning requires 
that your advisor develops a deep 
relationship with you. � ey should 
fully understand your current situation, 
future opportunities, potential risks, 
and your motivations and concerns. 
When an advisor understands you and 

your business, they can support you 
through your entire � nancial journey.

Adaptable to personal and 
business transitions giving you 
fl exibility when you need it

A holistic approach to your � nances 
and investments means that decisions 
are made with your priorities and 
timelines in mind. You will have regular 
check-ins with your advisor and keep 
them in the loop when major life events 
occur to give them better insight into 
when a plan needs to be adjusted. 

Comprehensive to give you 
confi dence that your fi nancial plan 
is always on track

Holistic planning takes all your 
� nancial needs into consideration 
from growing your business to 

accumulating wealth and leaving a 
legacy. Consolidating your professional 
advice will deepen your advisor’s 
understanding of your entire � nancial 
picture. 

We talk to thousands of business 
owners every year about their goals, 
challenges, successes, and passion 
for being part of our local economy. 
We’ve helped new entrepreneurs set 
out on their � rst venture, been there 
during times of hardship, watched 
family businesses change hands, and 
cheered on the growth of our business 
members. Talk to one of our Business 
Banking Advisors to learn more about 
our personalized approach.

Visit islandsavings.ca for more 
information. 

Business Banking: 
Three Benefits of a Holistic 
Financial Planning Approach

Keeping it Simple®

islandsavings.ca/ucb

GROW YOUR  
BUSINESS,  
NOT YOUR FEES.

Contact an advisor today.

®®Keeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it Simple

Contact an advisor today.

1-888-597-1083

Keep more money in your pocket with our
$36/month Unlimited Chequing for Business® account.

ISLAND SAVINGS • 

Keeping it Simple®

islandsavings.ca/business

®®Keeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it SimpleKeeping it Simple

SOLUTIONS AS UNIQUE 
AS YOUR BUSINESS
Let our local experts tailor 
solutions to fit your needs.
Meet with an advisor today.

In this column I will address 
a number of issues that con-
tinue to impact people in Saa-
nich North and the Islands, 
and across British Columbia. 

I’ll start with our democ-
racy. Since my election I have 
been advocating for improved 
legislative processes, and bet-
ter access for private mem-
bers (all members not in Cabi-
net) to introduce, debate and 

vote on private members bills 
and motions. Throughout the 
summer, I sat on an all-party 
legislative committee looking 
at the issue. 

Over decades, majority gov-
ernments have wrestled con-
trol of the legislative agen-
da away from the Assembly 
and now can dictate what is 
debated and voted on. How-
ever, if the committee’s rec-

ommendations are enacted 
by the government, all elect-
ed representatives will have 
more tools to propose legisla-
tive changes.  

Primary, urgent and acute 
healthcare continues to be 
a major i ssue across  B.C. , 
and Saanich North and the 
Islands is not immune. With 
the Saanich Peninsula Hospi-
tal emergency room closed 

in the evening, now indefi-
nitely, no walk-in clinic ser-
vices on the Saanich Peninsula 
or on Salt Spring Island and 
increasing health care ser-
vice needs on the outer Gulf 
Islands, our office continues to 
hear how the system is failing 
to serve local residents. Even 
while fearing repercussions 
for speaking out, I continue to 
hear from healthcare workers 
regarding their deep concern 
for the state of healthcare ser-
vices.  

Health authority bureaucra-
cies continue to grow while 
access to critical services is get-
ting worse. Clearly, the Min-
ister of Health is only inter-
ested in spending money to 
reinforce a system that needs 
transformational change.  

We continue to suffer a hous-
ing affordability crisis that has 
destabilized thousands of peo-
ple in our communities. The 
cost of rent has skyrocketed, 
and this summer rising interest 
rates have in some cases dou-
bled the monthly mortgage 
payment for many of my con-
stituents, threatening housing 
security for people across the 
socio-economic strata. 

At the time of writing this 
we have seen legislation to 
regulate short-term vacation 
rentals  (STVRs) .  There are 
conflicting studies about the 
impact of STVRs on long-term 
housing supply and rental 
rates.  However, anecdotally I 
have been hearing about the 
negative impacts, especially 
on the Gulf Islands, since I was 
elected. 

The proposed legis lat ion 
will provide some limitations 
on STVRs, create a registry 
and allow regional districts 
to develop business licensing. 
These are steps I support, but 
it is only part of the solution. 
We need to see more from the 
government. 

BC Ferries is still struggling 
to provide consistent and reli-
able services. Our office consis-
tently hears about how delays 
and cancellations impact access 
to work, important appoint-
ments and essential services 
for many people. The Minis-
ter of Transportation recently 
announced that the province 
will start charging fines to BC 
Ferries for every missed sail-
ing; however, it is difficult to 
imagine how this will remedy 
the more foundational issues, 
such as staffing.  

 That said, I am thankful that 
BC Ferries listened to their cus-
tomers who advocated for bet-
ter shelter from the elements 
while waiting for the bus. They 
are working on constructing a 
long-term solution, however, 
in the meantime temporary 
tents are in place to provide 
cover from the wind and rain. 

I will continue to work on 
these and other issues fac-
ing our constituency. If you 
need support or my advoca-
cy, do not hesitate to contact 
me at  Adam.Olsen.MLA@leg.
bc.ca or call 250-655-5600. 

Democracy, health and housing top issues list

Adam Olsen
MLA’S 

COLUMN
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1. Henry van Zanten, an offi cer in the Dutch East 
Indies Army, with daughter Marjolyn in Indonesia 
in 1941. Van Zanten was tortured and killed by 
Imperial Japanese Army members in October of 
1943. 

2. Knut Olavson Vesterdal, born in Saskatchewan 
in 1924, who served in WWII and earned two 
medals. 

3. Brothers Kenneth, left, and Terence Byron, 
circa 1938 at their farm on North End Road. Both 
went overseas with the 16th Battalion Canadian 
Scottish Regiment and landed at D-Day. 

4. Four Sampson family brothers serving in WWII:  
from left, Bill, Ernie, Harold and Albert, who were 
sons of Henry and Elizabeth Sampson. 

5. Roy Lamont, second from right, in the No. 37 
RAF Squadron in Egypt on the Suez Canal, 1942. 

6. Luke Marshall and Ornie Adcock in 1940, 
presumably in France. 

A SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE 
REMEMBRANCE DAY EDITION

G U L F  I S L A N D S

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2023 

Remembrance Day
November 11 • We Remember Them

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

All photos of veterans either from 
Salt Spring Island or who had family 
members still residing on the island. 
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Ceremony at the Cenotaph in Centennial Park.
Conducted by Royal Canadian Legion Branch #92 starting at 

10:30 am. All participants should be in place by 10:20am 
to avoid roadblocks.

Dedicated seating for Veterans, elderly, and disabled people with 
access at entrance to Harbour Authority office’s parking lot. 

Free shuttle bus from the Legion departing at 10:00am.

We intend to livestream the Ceremony on the Legion Facebook page.

There will be an Open House at the Legion after the ceremony.

Wreaths can be ordered until noon Nov. 10th
- online at our website www.saltspringlegion.ca

- in person at the Legion after 3pm
- by calling 250-537-5822 and leave a message  

Most wreaths will be placed on the Cenotaph by the Legion ahead 
of the ceremony, with donors being formally acknowledged 

during the ceremony.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Saturday, November 11th 2023

Salt Spring Island joins Canadian communities worldwide to pay 
homage to those who have served, to observe a moment of silence, 

to mark the sacrifice of so many who gave 
their tomorrows for our todays, to reflect and remember …

104 Lower Ganges Rd.  •  250-537-5534

Honouring the 
brave sacrifi ces 

of 
yesterday and today...yesterday and today...yesterday and today...

How are poppy and wreath donations used?
Local Legion report 
BY KEN JACKSON
S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  D R I F T W O O D 

As a veteran of service in Canada’s Reserves 
and a leader of the Legion’s poppy and 
Remembrance activities, I’ll share with you 
some of my insights and experiences about 
how we’re using donations for poppies and 
wreaths here on Salt Spring.

First, an important point of clarity.  All funds 
collected by Canada’s Legions are held in trust 

on behalf of the donors in a segregated Poppy 
Fund. The distribution of any of those funds is 
highly regulated, with layers of oversight. 
They can be used only for approved projects 
meeting provincial and national standards. 
They cannot be used for any other Legion 
operational needs, (e.g. rent or salaries).

This year is my 10th year involved with 
the Poppy Campaign, most of those years as 
a “tagger” on the streets, more recently as 
a program overseer and a Legion executive 
member with input on spending proposals. 
Each year, I can still proudly say how amazed 

Fraser’s 
Thimble Farms

175 Arbutus Road,
 Southey Pt. 

250-537-5788  

Thank You!
For my past, present and future freedom.

I am at the support and generosity of Salt 
Spring’s residents for our Poppy Campaign.  

To honour that support, in 2023, the Salt 
Spring Legion Branch #92 membership has 
approved the distribution of over $10,000 in 
approved Poppy funds, with an additional 
$5,000 approved for further distribution in 
the first quarter of 2024. There were three 
educational bursaries of $1,000 to descen-
dants of Veterans, and two allotments of 
$1,000 in support of “Quilts of Valour” for the 
provision of a handmade poppy-themed quilt 
to eligible Salt Spring veterans. 

Most significant for the Salt Spring com-
munity this year, we have recently dispersed 
$5,000 to Veterans House Victoria, with 
$5,000 more approved for early 2024. Veter-
ans House Victoria provides vital transitional 
housing to Canadian veterans who need a 
helping hand with housing and support pro-
grams as they work towards securing more 
permanent living arrangements.  

The non-profit society managing Veter-
ans House Victoria also provides an array of 
outreach support to Canada’s veterans of 
any age or service in need, including ready-
to-go “apartment packs.” These packs are 
readily available to transitioning veterans 
who, when homeless or displaced, often 
have very few household possessions needed 
when moved into housing. Each provides 
basic household items such as a complete 
bedding set, toaster and kettle, cooking and 
dining supplies as well as bathroom needs. 
It’s not hard to imagine that the value to the 
individual in need greatly exceeds the cost 
of providing it, supported entirely through 

Poppy Fund donations and the Legion Foun-
dation.

My annual challenge to the Salt Spring com-
munity is to proudly wear a poppy in memory 
of those who have served and to honour those 
serving today, in the forces and the RCMP. For 
this year, the 102nd year of Canada’s adoption 
of the Poppy as the official symbol of Remem-
brance, I also once again encourage everyone 
to take a step beyond making a donation, and 
to get involved personally in a program or 
activity of Remembrance.

For example, last year I had the privilege 
of interviewing a number of Girl Guide Path-
finders who had undertaken veteran research 
within their own families. They shared with 
me stories, photos and memories they had 
learned from family elders who were all too 
eager to see their children and grandchildren 
interested in them, and for learning more 
about their own family.  

The common trait that each interview 
revealed to me is that few of the Pathfinders 
interviewed had any prior knowledge of the 
stories and memories they shared.  It brought 
to mind just how important that our trade-
mark phrase “Lest We Forget” is to be put 
into practice in our homes.  

Please take a moment to honour the mem-
ory of the family pictures of veterans in your 
albums and on your mantle tops by sharing 
your memories of them with the younger 
generations in your family. Bring the meaning 
of the poppy symbol as a remembrance of 
service and sacrifice to life.  

And wear your poppy with pride. “We 
Shall Remember Them.”

We Remember Them
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“Let us not forget those that have fallen.

Your sacrifi ce ensured our life of freedom.

Our heartfelt thank you, to all of our Veterans.”
.....................

Laurie Hedger (baby!), 
Agnes Hedger 

and Alan Hedger. 

Seen left to right are 
Lawrence McFadden,
Antony Hedger, 
Millard Cantrill & William McFadden.

Seen left to right are 
Lawrence McFadden,

“Please join the
Hedgers on this day 

of remembrance of those who 
offered their services and lives for 
the preservation of freedom for 
Canada and countries of distant 

lands. The positive act of honouring 
these individuals surely is in living, 

defending and promoting the 
freedoms of our land, speech, 

religion and travel. 
Freedom is a right, not a privilege.”

4

LAURIE’S GARBAGE & RECYCLING 250-653-9279

Old Men in the Shadows 

Old Men in the Shadows
A war to end all peace

Old men in shadows of the night,
seen, but never heard.
The story of their life and fight
for us, a peace not stirred.

From the clamour of youth now spent,
in battles with mud and fence,
their nascent fear still makes them tense,
many a long time hence.

“Show us your bullet wound, grandpa,
and your medal bright.”
Eyes cast up from the hand-held card,
did we ask him right?

Did they ask too much of me that day,
of this here broken man.
But my cobber’s life was held in sway,
lying hurt in no-man’s land.

Crawling under broken strands
of wire so barbed to hurt,
I took great care with my hands,
so my arms it would not girt.

“You got it in the war, grandpa?”
Stained finger reach his lips,
where cigar stub sat in his craw,
while smoke curled up in strips.

The journey to my mate was long,
I had to keep my pluck.
Behind my back, the river Somme,
half buried in the muck.

Quick, quick, now move so fast
in this poor land out here.
Breathing smoke, a shell shocked blast
that pressed against my ear.

“C’mon, grandpa,” we gathered round.
“Show us your wounded leg.”
He took his stub and pushed it down,
and pressed it like a peg.

The curl of smoke broke off quite cold,
banished from our scent.
In the tray, the cigar it rolled,
then stopped as a bullet spent.

I found him quick, thank God for that,
I found him in the dark.
We should get on, no time to chat,
I must be on my mark.

He is quite heavy and worse for wear,
do I really have the might?
High above, a bright white flare
brought the filthy mud to light.

“Grandpa?” we said and tugged his sleeve,
as we watched him reach down low.
With gnarled fingers on tired wool weave
his leg began to show.

The light it caught us in the field,
and showed them where we were.
“C’mon mate, I’m your shield,
We’ll get you cross this spur.”

An eagle eye, one of youth,
saw those moving three.
A finger squeezed the trigger smooth,
and set that bullet free.

We stared so hard at muscle torn,
a scar that hollowed calf.
“Had the bullet went through and gone?
You’re missing nearly half.”

I felt the heat, but not the pain,
and heard my voice just grunt.
I had been shot, to my bane,
way out beyond the front.
I had no care, I was as good as dead,
it mattered not at all.
“Let’s go, mate, I’ll stand in your stead,
we gotta get up this wall.”

With steely eye, I began to climb
to home across the mud.
In decaying light, the flesh and grime
had mingled with my blood.

“You were so brave,” we began to boast.
“Did you have much blood?”
He stared across at unseen ghosts,
and his tears began to flood.

With rheumy eyes, a little wet,
he shook his head so slow.
But no words came and he began to fret,
his pain began to show.

The wire it cut like a sharpened knife,
and heavy was his weight.
The mud it sucked and pulled at life,
and demanded that we wait.

In a deep wide hole, we sat on dirt,
but dared not take a rest.
My fingers cramped, and my leg it hurt.
Oh, the agony of my quest.

“You got a medal, you saved some bloke.
Is that how you got shot?”
We followed him to a box of oak,
that was fastened by a knot.

Closer came the looming berm,
where there would spell our fates.
I saw the barrels poke and squirm.
“Don’t shoot, we are your mates!”

“Do you wear it?” we had to shout,
for we were so enthralled.
“Once a year I take it out,
Armistice Day it’s called.”

Once again we coaxed and tried.
“How come you were so brave?”
His head he shook from side to side,
and dismissed us with a wave.

The above poem is reprinted with permis-
sion from Peter Freeman’s book of poetry 
called Growth: Poems, published by Adelaide 
Books, NY – 2018. Freeman has also pub-
lished a book of short stories called Elements: 
Twelve Stories, Alchemy Alive: Twelve Screen 
and Stage Plays, and a nonfiction book called 
Cape Horn Birthday: Record-Breaking Solo 
Non-Stop Circumnavigation.

BY PETER FREEMAN
My great-grandfather Ernest George Greber fought in World War I and was awarded 

the Military Medal for outstanding bravery on Aug. 8, 1918. The award citation states: 
”. . . Pte Ernest George Greber (number 4877), 31st Battalion, 13th reinforcement, 

enlisted on 30th August 1916 was awarded the Military Medal in 1918 for outstanding 
bravery on 8th August 1918 during an attack on 31st battalion from Warfusee-Abancourt. 
This man did wonderful work in stretcher bearing, showing an absolute disregard for his 
personal safety. He not only carried in his own men but also many of the 2nd Australian 
Division which had passed our lines. He was absolutely indefatigable and continued work 
until all the wounded had been cleared, setting a wonderful example of courage and 
endurance to his comrades.”

As a young man, I was curious about war, and from the stories my mother and father 
had told, I knew that my ancestors and relatives had fought in both world wars. I sensed 
the horror of war from the reactions my relatives displayed when pressed to describe their 
experiences. The following poem was inspired by those interactions. 

Ernest George Greber, World War I veteran 
and great-grandfather of Salt Spring 
Islander Peter Freeman.  

We Remember Them



SALT SPRING  114 Purvis Lane • 250.537.1522

Thank you. 
On November 11th, remember  
to honour our veterans who have  
served and continue serving  

our great nation.

Lest we forget.

PRIVATE JESSE BOND, 
February 1916, age 21

The Bond Family

SALT SPRING LINEN AND

Dry Cleaners 116 HEREFORD AVE.
250-537-2241

Platinum Collection

On November 11, the people of our country 
who served in wars past 

will be remembered for their valour.

We thank the men and women who serve our country
and make our dreams possible.

Li Read
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We Remember Them
PHOTOS BY ROBB MAGLEY

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 92 poppy committee 
chairman Ken Jackson, left, looks on as Salt Spring Island 
Pathfi nders Blossom MacAlister, Elizabeth Lee and Parker 
Proudfoot prepare to place a poppy stake at Ganges Com-
munity Cemetery at Central on Friday, Nov. 3. Pathfi nders 
placed the markers at 55 veteran graves, as well as seven for 
RCMP offi cers also honoured, as part of this year’s No Stone 
Left Alone project. Pathfi nders read aloud John McCrae’s 
In Flanders Field as well as the Commitment to Remember. 
“In addition to respect for those gone, this is also a resound-
ing message to those who serve today,” said Jackson. “It 
tells them that they can rest assured their service will not 
be forgotten, when a new generation is taking up ensuring 
these individuals are recognized.” Community members are 
invited to view the marked graves at an open house at the 
cemetery on Nov. 11 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Lest We Forget
Please join us for 2 minutes of silence 

on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.

We don’t know them all, 
but we owe them all.

Lest We Forget

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVE. 250-537-5507

“Together…
we can put an 
end to war”

RAINBOW ROAD: MON-FRI 7am - 5pm   /  SAT 8am   - 5pm
BEDDIS ROAD: MON-FRI 6:30am -3pm  | SAT 8am  - 4pm

CLOSED SUNDAYS & HOLIDAYS

Windsor Plywood
Neighbours helping neighbours...build their dreams 166 RAINBOW ROAD     general@windsorssi.com

PH: 250-537-5564   FAX: 250-537-1207www.windsorssi.com 

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

Phone Patrick  250-537-1990

For those who 
gave their 

tomorrows for 
your todays,

Lest We Forget.

PHONE PATRICK 
250-537-1990

ssimedicalequipment.ca

For those who
gave their

tomorrows for
your todays,

Lest 
We Forget.

We Remember Them
PHOTO COURTESY SEAN CRABTREE

Sean Crabtree is a Salt Spring resident 
who was a member of the Canadian 
Armed Services, but subsequently joined 
the US Navy due to being a dual citizen. 
He is seen in the photo at left with 
children while serving on peacekeeping 
duties during the Balkan War in both 
Kosovo and Albania. “As one can easily 
see from this photo, the opportunity to 
help civilians during the ethnic conflict 
was incredibly satisfying — especially 
with youngsters like these hanging 
around as much as they could! When 
looking carefully, you can see that I’ve 
temporarily quelled their curiosity with a 
photo op and a handful of Thrifty’s ‘smile 
stickers’ that my family mailed for them.”

PHOTO BY KEN JACKSON

Gathered at Veterans House Victoria (VHV) to receive a $5,000 Poppy 
Fund cheque from Royal Canadian Legion (RCL) Branch 92  are, from left, 
VHV resident Hedley Cullen, VHV housing society directors Terri Orser 
and Dave Sinclair, and RCL Branch 92 president Bruce Angus and vice-
president Mark Johnston. See page 8 story for more information. 



25TH
ANNIVERSARY

artspring.ca
tickets.artspring.ca  
250.537.2102  

Mon Nov 13
2:30pm 
$35  |  $5 

SPONSORED BY MOUAT’S OLD SALTY

PIQSIQ
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SALTSPRINGINN.COM
250-537-9339Salt Spring inn

11AM-8PM WEEKDAYS  |  9AM-8PM SAT & SUN
Reservations at saltspringinn.com

Cozy Indoor Dining & Take-Out  Too!NEW 
HOURS!ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 

BAROQUE MUSIC 

Cariboo Express revue returns to Fulford Hall
Food bank fundraiser more 
important than ever

BY ISLAND COMMUNITY SERVICES

On Sunday, Nov. 19, after a three-year 
hiatus, the Salt Spring Folk Club will once 
again present Barney Bentall and the Cari-
boo Express, a fundraiser for Island Com-
munity Services (ICS) Food Bank. 

The Bentall family’s Hawthorne Founda-
tion will match, dollar-for-dollar, donations 

to this worthwhile cause. 
Known as Western Canada’s longest run-

ning roots revue, the Cariboo Express is a 
12-piece band of stellar musicians led by 
platinum-selling and Juno award-winning 
singer and guitarist Barney Bentall. The 
beloved hit songwriter formed the ensem-
ble in 2005 with his son Dustin as a way to 
bring generations of musicians together to 
raise funds and awareness for charities and 
community services. 

The ICS Food Bank distributes critical 
nutrition weekly to hundreds of residents, 

facilitated by the many 
community members who 
contribute up to 45 hours 
of volunteer labour every 
week. 

In an escalating trend, 
food prices have been driv-
en up at an unprecedented 
rate, making healthy food 
purchases unattainable for 

many, and making local food security pro-
grams more critical than ever before. At 
this time of year, it is especially important 

to support the annual Holiday Hamper pro-
gram, serving hundreds of island families 
in need. 

This concert, back by popular demand, 
has always been a sold-out show. The venue 
is Fulford Hall and doors open at 6 p.m. for 
the 7 p.m. concert. Tickets are on sale at Salt 
Spring Books in Ganges. 

Tax receiptable donations can be in the 
form of cash or cheque given on the night 
of the concert or e-transferred at any time 
to accounting@ssics.ca with a “Bentall Fun-
draiser” memo. 

Salt Spring Baroque 
hosts visiting group

BY SALT SPRING BAROQUE 

Salt Spring Baroque is pleased 
to present Ensemble La Cigale 
on Thursday, Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. 
at All Saints by-the-Sea Anglican 
Church.  

Formed in 2006 in Montreal, this 
early music ensemble consists of 
five musicians playing on period 
instruments (theorbo, Baroque 
guitar, Baroque harp, recorders, 
Baroque cello and Baroque violin). 
La Cigale is known for creating pro-
grams that juxtapose formal and 
traditional styles, explore the links 
between literature and music, and 
bring to light little known master-
pieces.  For this concert they will 
be joined by Canadian soprano 
Stephanie Manias, a rising star of 
the North American concert stage, 
known for her lush voice and capti-
vating stage presence. 

Salt Spring Baroque believes that 
it is important to highlight music 

written by women composers. 
While most of the names familiar 
to us in Baroque music are male, 
we do know that women were 
writing music during this time. 
Much of this music has only recent-
ly being discovered, and is now 
finally being performed. Ensemble 
La Cigale will celebrate feminin-
ity with a program of Italian music 
of the Baroque “La grazia delle 

donne” (the grace of women). 
The Nov. 16 program features 

works by master women compos-
ers: Francesca and Settima Caccini, 
Vittoria Aleotti and Isabella Leon-
arda; as well as pieces by some of 
the men who encouraged feminine 
creativity: Giulio Caccini and Anto-
nio Vivaldi.

Tickets are available at saltspring-
baroque.com and at the door.

ARTSPRING PRESENTS 

Inuit sisters share Arctic story in music
PIQSIQ show on Monday afternoon

BY KIRSTEN BOLTON 
F O R  A R T S P R I N G

Coming to ArtSpring on Monday, Nov. 13 is the unique Arctic 
duo pronounced “Pilk-Silk.”

With a style inspired by haunting northern beauty, sisters Inuk-
suk Mackay and Tiffany Ayalik are Inuit throat singers from Arctic 
Canada who blend their ancient traditional form with contempo-
rary technology to create evocative soundscapes and improvisa-
tional compositions that change with every show.

Performing ancient traditional songs and eerie new compositions, 
they leave their listeners enthralled with their ability to weave com-
plex emotional landscapes into narratives that transcend language.

In Inuktitut, a “piqsiq” is a storm where winds blow in a very spe-
cific way, making it seem as if the snow is falling back up towards 
the sky. This otherworldly, natural phenomenon became a source of 
inspiration for the duo, reminding them that things are not always 
as they seem. 

With roots in Nunavut’s Kitikmeot and Kivalliq Regions, the sisters 
grew up in Yellowknife, NWT. They learned and practised katajjaq 
(Inuit-style throat singing), a meaningful cultural expression that 
bonded them and their community. Katajjaq games were tradition-
ally played by two women singing face-to-face in a contest to see 
who could outlast the other. 

Approaching adulthood, the sisters learned the extent to which 
their practice was discouraged, banned and almost disappeared by 
the 1960s due to shaming colonization practices of the government 
and the church. 

In today’s revival, the sisters see sharing their work not only as 
music, but as a form of political protest. For the last two decades, 
through live acts, they have performed traditional singing, with 
new-technology improvisational looping, to create effects that tell 
a visceral story of ethereal winter darkness from their peoples’ per-
spective.

This special performance has been rescheduled to the holiday 
Monday, Nov. 13 at 2:30 p.m. to accommodate PIQSIQ’s requested 
appearance in Ottawa. ArtSpring is thrilled to be able to offer flex-
ibility in bringing this important performance to Salt Spring.

FOLK CLUB

Ensemble elevates female composers

PHOTO COURTESY ENSEMBLE LA CIGALE

Ensemble La Cigale members who will perform at All Saints on  Nov. 16.

BARNEY
BENTALL
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what’s on this week
Wed.  Nov. 8

 ACTIVITIES

Book Launch: Bob and Judy Weeden 
present Vessels and Verses at Steffi ch Fine 
Art. 7 p.m.

Reading and Discussion With Katherine 
Palmer Gordon, Author of This Place 
Is Who We Are. Stories of Indigenous 
Leadership, Resilience and Connection to 
Homelands. Salt Spring Public Library. 7 
p.m. 

Salt Spring Climate 101. Teen Climate 
Action Webinar via Zoom presented by 
Transition Salt Spring and the library. 5 
p.m. 

BC Libraries Present: John Vaillant. Via 
Zoom from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Get link from 
Salt Spring library’s website. 

Local Community Commission Offi ce 
Hours. Meet with commissioners 
every Wednesday at the CRD offi ce on 
McPhillips Ave. Ben Corno, 8:30-10:30 
a.m.; Brian Webster, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.; Gayle Baker, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.; Earl 
Rook, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Bridge. Every Wednesday at the Salt 
Spring library program room. Bring a 
partner and enjoy yourself. 12:45 p.m. 

Music Bingo. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.

Thur. Nov. 9

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Mousetrap. Good Company 
Entertainment Group presents Agatha 
Christie’s classic play. Mahon Hall. Doors 
at 7 p.m. and show at 7:30 p.m. 

Book Event: Robert Crossland. Back by 
popular demand, local coroner gives an 
illustrated presentation about his book 
called Death Calls – A Coroner’s Memoir. 
Salt Spring Public Library. 1 p.m. 

Open Mic. At the Legion. 7:30 p.m. 

Craig’s Karaoke. At Moby’s Pub. 7:30 to 
11 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Mother Goose. Free group experience 
for babies, young children (0-4 years) and 
their parents/caregivers. Presented in 
partnership with Family Place at the Salt 
Spring Public Library. 10 to 11 a.m.

Fri. Nov. 10
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

The Mousetrap. See Thursday listing. 

Sassy Scorpio Night. With Dance Temple 
divas Lila Sofi yah and Naomi Njoy. 
Mateada. 8 to 11:45 p.m.

Karaoke. At the Legion. 7:30 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Neighbourhood Story Time. Stories for 
young ones read by community members 
or library staff in the library’s children’s 
area every Friday from 11 to 11:30 a.m.

ASK Salt Spring. Local Community 
Commission topics/commissioners are in 
the new ASK spot in the Transition Salt 
Spring/Restorative Justice room at SIMS. 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Youth Games & Chess Club. For ages 9 to 
13. Children’s area at the library. 1 to 4 
p.m.

Friday Game Night. For ages 13 to 21. 
Library program room. 7 p.m. 

Sat.  Nov. 11

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Remembrance 2023. Bach on the Rock 
Chamber Choir and Orchestra present 
Ralph Vaughan Williams’ cantata Dona 
Nobis Pacem and other works related to 
themes of war and peace. With soloists 
Suzie LeBlanc and Hans Grunwald, and 
the Makana Youth Choir. ArtSpring. 7:30 
p.m. A singalong of World War I and II 
tunes takes place at 7 p.m. with island 
choir members and pianist Don Conley. 

The Mousetrap. See Thursday listing. 

Nick La Riviere and the Best Laid Plans. 
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

Marley Daemon Iredale. Mateada. 8 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Remembrance Day Ceremony. Begins 
with parade from post offi ce parking lot 
at 10:30 a.m. to Centennial Park where 
ceremony is held. 

No Stone Left Alone Open House. Visit 
the Ganges Community Cemetery to see 
where known veterans are interred and 
pay respects. 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Sat.  Nov. 11
 ACTIVITIES

Open House at the Legion. Following the 
Remembrance Day ceremony. 

Remembrance: A Celebration of Lives. 
First annual event at 118 Harrison Ave. 4 
to 6 p.m. Info/RSVP (as space is limited) to 
778-251-2431.

Sun. Nov. 12

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Remembrance 2023. See Saturday listing, 
except the concert time is 2:30 p.m. and 
pre-show singalong is at 2 p.m.  

Jazz Jam. Legion. 3 to 6 p.m. 

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Archives Indigenous Place 
Name Map Project Update. Library 
program room. 2 p.m. 

Mon. Nov. 13

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

ArtSpring Presents: PIQSIQ. Inuit throat 
singers Inuksuk Mackay and Tiffany 
Ayalik. ArtSpring. 2:30 p.m. With post-
show talkback. 

Tue. Nov. 14

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Mic. Legion. 6 to 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Probus Club of Salt Spring Island. Guest 
is a person with very close connections to 
the Canadian Security Intelligence Service 
speaking on issues of foreign infl uence 
in Canada (including cyber issues). Lions 
Hall. 10 a.m.

Trivia Tuesday. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m.

100 Women Who Care Meeting. 
Charitable organization meets at 
ArtSpring to determine disbursement of 
funds to one of three island charities. 
Doors at 6:30 p.m. Presentations begin at 
7 p.m.  

Salt Spring SueBigOil Information 
Meeting. Library program room. 7 to 8 
p.m. Ganges, Mouat’s Centre 7:30am to 9pm  

Customer Service 250-537-1522

Remembrance 2023
Bach on the Rock Chamber Choir 
and Orchestra, and special guests

Sat., Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 12 at 2:30 p.m.

ArtSpring

Wed. Nov. 15

 ACTIVITIES

Best of the Fests: Swan Song. First fi lm 
in Salt Spring Film Festival winter series 
at ArtSpring. With Toronto director Sean 
O’Neill in attendance. 7:30 p.m. 

Knit Purl Community. Knitters of all levels 
welcome to gathering at the library 
program room. 5 to 7 p.m. 

Salt Spring Local Trust Committee Town 
Hall. Salt Spring Golf and Country Club. 5 
to 7 p.m. 

LCC Offi ce Hours. See last Wednesday’s 
listing. 

Bridge. See last Wednesday’s listing. 

Music Bingo. See last Wednesday’s listing. 

  CINEMA

• A Haunting in Venice runs Friday, Nov. 
10 to Sunday, Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. each 
night plus a 3 p.m. matinee on Sunday. 
See thefritz.ca for more movie info.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Today, Nov. 8, is the last day to see 
Impressions 8 at the Salt Spring Gallery.

• Shannon Wardroper presents The 
Beholders Share at Salt Spring Gallery 
from Nov. 10-29, Tuesdays through 
Saturdays, with an opening reception on 
Nov. 10 from 5 to 7 p.m.

• Jason Newport shows paintings in the 
library program room in November. 

• Brian Purcell shows his photography 
show called One’s View of Humanity in 
the ArtSpring lobby through November. 

• Pat Page shows some of her photos at 
Country Grocer Cafe this month.

CONCERT PREVIEW 

‘Kintsugi’ probes strength after breakage
Viva Chorale shares 
concert next weekend

BY ROBB MAGLEY 
D R I F T W O O D  S TA F F

Two upcoming choir performanc-
es at ArtSpring take inspiration 
from a form of Japanese pottery 
that’s as much metaphor as art. 

Viva Chorale! choir director Caro-
ni Young said the group’s Kintsu-
gi: Strength, Fragility & Beauty 
Through Song concerts were born 
from a desire to examine ways peo-
ple grow through adversity, and 
how they can emerge from trau-
matic events stronger than before. 

“Kintsugi is a method of repair-
ing pottery that’s been broken,” 
said Young, “using a special kind of 
lacquer and gold dust — drawing 
attention to the breaks, highlight-
ing the cracks with gold and mak-
ing the pottery more beautiful for 
its fl aws.” 

The encouraging metaphor, 
in a time of what can seem like 
concurrent global crises, isn’t lost 
on Young; but she said it has also 
provided an opportunity for cho-
ral members to celebrate Japanese 
culture more broadly, particularly 
as Salt Spring has such a complex 
history of Japanese families living 
on the island. 

The concert follows a structure 

Young said parallels someone’s life, 
starting off with a childhood folk 
song and moving into a more work-
ing-age piece — a fi sherman’s song 
from Hokkaido, according to Young 
— then moving into a song about 
life and freedom, using the ocean 
as a metaphor. 

“’Wherever the waves will take 
you,’ is one lyric,” said Young. “It’s 
about being open to change and 
new direction.” 

There’s a bit of foreshadowing 
in that part of the program, Young 
said — and then in the next piece, 
the pot breaks. 

“Where things aren’t going well, 
and everything falls to pieces,” said 
Young. “It’s a piece called Fire by 

a B.C. composer named Katerina 
Giman.” 

The recovery from that song is 
called After the War, said Young, 
a piece about looking at life at 
its lowest point and fi nding ways 
to continue on; it’s the moment 
in the program Young said moves 
her most in recollection of Canada’s 
experience with internment camps 
during the Second World War. 

“Forcing the Japanese families 
on the island to leave, and move 
away to the Interior,” said Young, 
“and the struggles they faced at 
that time — with government poli-
cies and racism, even above the 
general atrocities that come with 
wartime.” 

The second half of the program, 
she said, is about coming back. 

“It asks, how are you able to 
take all those broken pieces, and 
make them into something new?” 
said Young. “Something that’s 
stronger, more beautiful and with 
more depth than you had origi-
nally?” 

The Kintsugi concerts will be 
performed at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 18 and 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 19, 
at ArtSpring, and feature accom-
paniment by Akiko Otsu (of Salt 
Spring’s Roly Poly String Trio), as 
well as accompanist Shirley Bunyan 
and percussionist Kim Thompson. 

For tickets visit artspring.ca or 
the ArtSpring box offi ce. 



14 |  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2023     www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com  GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

In Memoriam

RECYCLE 
THIS

NEWSPAPER.

Concrete & Placing

SUBSCRIBE  
TO RECEIVE 

LOCAL
NEWS

GROW YOUR COMMUNITY

buy local!

Coming Events

THEY KNEW. THEY 
PROFITED. THEY NEED TO 

PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE. 

Salt Spring SUEBIGOIL
INFORMATION MEETING

Tuesday, November 14
Library Program Room

7 – 8 pm
Please join us!

1x1.5

Coming Events

Salt Spring Literacy

Annual General 
Meeting

3:00 pm Monday, 
November 20

SIMS 
(Salt Spring Island 

Multi Space – former 
middleschool)

Room 4
124 Rainbow Rd.

All welcome
saltspringliteracy.org

1x2.6

Employment Employment

Part time 
Office Assistant

250-537-9933

We are searching for a 
community-loving, people person 

to join our awesome team!

Training will be provided.

Please send your resume to:

Nancy.johnson@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Featuring cookie recipes and your favourite carols. 
Publishing November 22.

Email your recipes to news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT NOVEMBER 15, 2023

We’d love to print your favourite Christmas cookie recipe!

G U L F  I S L A N D S

250-537-9933  •  241 Fulford-Ganges Rd
driftwood@gul� slandsdriftwood.com  www.gul� slandsdriftwood.com
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Cookies and Carols

RITA DODS, known as “Mom” or “Grammy” to her treasured loved ones and extended 
family, passed away peacefully on August 27, 2023, with loving family and friends at her 
side, at the age of 92, after a brief battle with leukemia. She braved it all with her infectious 
smile to the end.

Rita was born in Rosetown, Saskatchewan, the youngest of eight children born to 
Léa and Joseph Hudon. She always said that she was the caboose and “they saved the 
best for last”. The family moved to Victoria in 1943 where her Dad accepted work as a 
blacksmith. Rita, her sister Térèse, Mum, Dad, Grandfather and Uncle all resided together, 
supported with additional income from their family-run boarding house.

Rita loved attending school at Esquimalt Secondary. Her dream was to be a nurse but, 
as her mother became ill and required assistance with the boarding house tasks, she 
was forced to drop out of school in Grade 10, sadly never to return. After leaving school, 
Rita took on a myriad of jobs; a “presser” at the Standard Laundry, a customer service 
clerk at the Metropolitan Store, an usherette at the Odeon Theatre, and offi ce assistant 
at Haney Cartage.

Near the end of 1950, Rita met Kenneth Walter Dods, a young man from Sooke, 
answering an ad for new boarders. Strong, handsome and athletic, he captured her 
attention and they became a couple, marrying on July 5, 1952. In July 1955, Rita and Ken 
moved to Salt Spring Island, and welcomed their fi rst daughter, Lorraine, on October 23rd. 
Loretta was born 8 years less one day later, on October 22, 1963.

Food was at the forefront of so much of Rita’s life. Her involvement in the business of 
food provision was lengthy – as an employee in restaurants (The Log Cabin, Vesuvius 
Kitchen), and in her own endeavours as a “woman in business” before it became 
fashionable; door-to-door sales of Avon, Regal Greeting Cards & Gifts, Stockings; then 
pursuing her own food businesses (“The Bun House”, Loriken Katering, The Reef Fish & 
Chip Shop, Salt Spring Island Golf and Country Club, and Rita’s Inn).

Rita was known for her baking - particularly her pies- which were a staple in all her 
business and volunteer endeavours, highlighted by the “Bun House” from 1966-1970. 
Baking continued into her retirement years, delivering goodies to various individuals 
and organizations, and her “kids’ workplaces” – it was her way of giving them a nod of 
approval and appreciation for the work being done by all, every day.

Rita loved her community and the people in it. People were “her thing”. She was a social 
individual and making people feel welcome, no matter the challenges, was a strength. Rita 
always had time to listen to, and engage with, people so they felt heard and appreciated, 
even while absorbing the pain and loss that life infl icted upon her and her family.

Nothing brought Rita more joy than delivering a fresh out-of-the-oven banana cake to 
the Country Grocer staff or a family in need, made with donations of “tired” bananas that 
would otherwise be tossed away. She knew how to “stretch a dollar” better than anyone 
and shared that skill with many along the way, always fi nding those teachable moments 
in whatever she did to share with others – and she taught many.

Rita volunteered in so many organizations and causes close to her heart: Our Lady 
of Grace Church and Catholic Women’s League, the Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary, and 
the ALS Society of BC, to name a few. Rita was proud to be honoured by the Province of 
BC in recognition of her “Outstanding Volunteerism in her Community” and by the ALS 
Society of British Columbia for 10 years of service coordinating the annual fundraising 
SSI Cornfl ower Tag Days.

Rita is survived by her daughter Loretta, son-in-law Mark, the apples of her eye - 
grandchildren Anna and William, and many beloved nieces and nephews who called 
“Aunty Rita” their favourite. 

She is predeceased by her daughter Lorraine Evelyn (Dods) Moth (2007), husband 
Kenneth Walter Dods (1999), son-in-law Leslie Alfred (Spike) Moth (2022); siblings Marie 
Mourre (Wilfred), Irene Paquette (Joe), Armand Hudon (Madeleine/Olive), Wilfred 
Maurice Hudon (one year), Marguerite Blais (Paul), Lorraine Olmsted (Charlie) and 
Térèse Toms (George).

Rita’s chosen extended family was very important to her, and we know they will honour 
her by continuing to pass along her humour, love of music, dancing, cooking and baking, 
and kindness to others. Always waiting with open arms or a listening ear, she freely 
offered comfort to anyone that needed a warm hug or welcoming smile to brighten their 
day or offer words of encouragement.

Rita’s family would like to extend special thanks for the loving care given to Rita by her 
dedicated companions, Paula, Linda, Crystal, Barb, Josie and Marina. You recognized her 
strength and determination to never give up. We are forever grateful for the friendship 
and assistance provided by all of you to help her enjoy her best life as she faced life’s 
challenges and, in her words, “enjoy every day”.

Heartfelt appreciation to dear friends Gail and Patrick, always ready with invaluable 
assistance.

Thanks to all Greenwoods staff who provided friendly support and smiles in a dignifi ed 
and respectful environment she could call home, where she was lovingly referred to as 
“Queen Rita”; ensuring earrings, lipstick and colourful attire were in place. (She had the 
Royal Wave down pat.)

There will be a church service at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, as well as a 
celebration of life event in the Spring (April, 2024). Rita was a beloved member of our 
community who touched so many lives in one way or another - and we want to make sure 
that everyone has the opportunity to say farewell. If you wish, please make a donation in 
Rita’s honour to an organization of your choice or contact Loretta if you would like names 
of the organizations that were closest to Rita’s heart.

Please watch for a notice in the Spring, announcing the details of Rita’s Mass and Celebration 
of Life. We hope you will join us. We would be grateful for your written stories, memories, and 

photos you may wish to share as we put together memory books for this event. 
Please contact Loretta or send an email to lrithaler@telus.net.

Rita Eugenie 
Marie Dods 
(nee Hudon)

April 13, 1931 - August 27, 2023

AUCTION

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

2100 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1Z7

250-653-9884

saltspringcemetery.ca

Storage

A huge “Thank you” to the Antiques Roadshow 
‘Saltspring Style’ team who dedicated long hours 
of free appraisals, house visits and advice, filling 

the coffers of Saltspring folks! 

The experts:
• Kaeli Yarwood (Fine Art) and her gorgeous gallery 

• Andrew Blanchard (Stamps) 
• William Matthews (Books) 

• Chris Newman (Diecast &Toys) 
• John Newman (Coins, Jewelry & a million other treasures)!!

Missed us? Call John or Susan at 
Britannia Antiques & Estates:

250-886-4048  •  250-537-9197

2 x 2.5

Thank You Thank You
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ISLAND LIFE

It’s Time to Celebrate! 
Calling all Volunteers... 

On December 4 from 
3-5pm, the Salt Spring Island 

Conservancy will be recruiting 
new Stewards in Training 
Program volunteers and 

celebrating the current ones!
 

Join us at Blackburn Lake 
Nature Reserve to learn more 

about this program, make nature 
inspired holiday crafts, enjoy 

snacks, beverages and 
great company! 

For more information 
and to RSVP, email 

reed@saltspringconservancy.ca.

www.saltspringconservancy.caYour Local Business Specialists!
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GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE

250-537-9933 • 241 FULFORD-GANGES RD 
DRIFTWOOD@GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD.COM

G U L F  I S L A N D S

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.
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Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SUMMER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos, 
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you 
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Saltspring
106 JACKSON AVENUE 250-537-5507

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
WINTER DRIVING
From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos, 
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you 
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

Residential & 
Commercial Glass 

Shoreline Glass
Julian Cronin
250-537-7858
juliancronin@icloud.com
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SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe
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For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

the Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Rd.

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits
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DON’T LOOK ANY FURTHER!
Here are ... Your Local
Business Specialists!

GROW YOUR BUSINESS - 
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE 250-537-9933

STOP

Gulf Island Picture Framing
#3203 Grace Pt. Sq.  250-537-1299

gabriellejensen@shaw.ca

i n d i v i d u a l
i n n o v a t i v e
i n s p i r e d
in your home...

12
for something lasting

NATURE 

Salish Sea season presentation at the library
Wildlife centre benefi t

SUBMITTED ARTICLE 

Have you ever wondered if 
there are seasons in the under-
water marine environment of 
the Salish Sea? 

D o e s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t 
change when the water gets 
cooler and the daylight gets 
shorter? What happens to the 
animal life and the seaweeds 
large and small? 

Underwater photographer 
Ann Donahue and marine biol-
ogist Anne Parkinson snorkel 
year round along the shoreline 
of Salt Spring. Join them for 
a dive into the seasons of the 
Salish Sea. Through a collection 
of anecdotes and short videos, 
you will swim through spring, 
fall, summer and winter around 
Salt Spring, including areas off 
Vesuvius, Fulford Harbour, Bed-
dis Beach, Xwaaqw’um (Bur-
goyne Bay), Churchill Beach 

PHOTO BY ANN DONAHUE

Lion’s mane jellyfi sh.

and Isabella Point. 
This visually rich presentation 

is sponsored by the marine stew-
ardship group of Transition Salt 
Spring to promote local aware-
ness of the precious marine eco-
system surrounding the island. 

The event takes place on 
Saturday, Nov. 18 from 2 to 3 
p.m. in the community program 
room of the Salt Spring Library. 
Entry is by donation with pro-
ceeds going to the Island Wild-
life Natural Care Centre. 

HISTORY 

Indigenous place names project updated
Library presentation on Sunday

SUBMITTED ARTICLE 

In 2003, the late Frank Neumann of the Salt Spring 
Island Historical Society (SSIHS) and historian Chris 
Arnett began a project to record local Indigenous his-
tory and place names on Salt Spring Island, collaborat-
ing with First Nations Elders and families. 

In 2023, the Salt Spring Archives secured a Young 
Canada Works grant to enlist Molly Akerman, a local 
UVic Indigenous Studies student, in creating a publicly 

accessible webpage about First Nations history using 
some of these valuable archival resources. Chris Mar-
shall, the SSIHS archives director, led the project with 
support from Arnett and webmaster Brian Smallshaw. 
This initiative combines local First Nations archival 
information, family histories, informative panels, origin 
stories, a historical timeline and a newly interactive 
place names map.

Join us Sunday, Nov. 12th at 2 p.m. in the library’s pro-
gram room for an informal update on this project, fea-
turing a talk by Arnett on his two decades of research 
on Indigenous place names and more. 

Feeling lost without your local news online?
Scan and subscribe to our free email newsletter

Bookmark: 
gullslandsdriftwood.com



Seniors know a lot, 
but there’s always 
more to learn.

Help ensure your later years are safe and 
secure by learning about programs, services, 
and information available for seniors.

Canada.ca/seniors
1 800 O-Canada
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ssifoundation.ca
ph. 250 537 8305

Connecting your giving
with island needs

DONATE TODAY
Annual Fall Appeal

PHOTOS BY MAGGIE O’SCALLEIGH

Seen at Salt Spring Literacy’s Books & 
Bling fundraiser at the Farmers’ Institute 
on the weekend are, clockwise from top 
left, happy customers Bernice and Len 
Thew; three generations: Ann Cronin 
with grandson Danny Tannas, Erica 
Cronin, Darren Tannas and youngster 
Jane Tannas; book sale volunteers Stan 
Garrod, left, and John Munro, who have 
been friends for well over 50 years, 
beginning in their university days. 

The 8th Annual Books & 
Bling Sale is taking place 
on November 3 through 
5, 2023 at the Farmers 
Institute.

We are looking for 
volunteers to assist with a 
wide variety of activities 
including receiving 
donations, sorting & 
categorizing donated 
gently used books, floor 
assistants, greeters & 
more!

Please email  
bbsl@saltspringliteracy.org 
or visit Books & Bling – 
Salt Spring Literacy for 
more information.

All proceeds from this 
sale go to the Salt Spring 
Literacy Society, which 
provides free literacy 
support to children, 
youth, adults, and 
seniors.

Book donations can be 
made from October 26 to 
October 29 from 10 am 
to 2 pm at the Farmers’ 
Institute. 

Jewelry donations can 
be made at the collection 
bin at Island Savings 
from 9:30am to 5pm, at 
the Salt Spring Literacy 
office (located in former 
SIMS building) Monday 
to Thursday from 12 to 
4 pm, as well as during 
Book Donation drop off 
times. 

Thank you for your 
support and for making 
this event another 
success! 

Time for Books & Bling Your Thing?

The 8th Annual Books & 

G U L F  I S L A N D S
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