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MORE THAN A DREAM: Remy Fielding looks at Susan Benson's A Midsummer Night's Dream piece in her multi-media Showcase Exhibition titled We
are Such Stuff as Dreams are Made on, which uses Shakespeare's words and images created by Benson, some with direct commentary on political
leaders of today. The exhibit continues at Mahon Hall through Monday, Aug. 22. Benson and Salt Spring Arts have also announced a new fund to help

support visual artists. See story on page 8.
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ISLANDS TRUST

Vortex gets Trust permit approval

Opposition to environmental impacts demonstrated at meeting

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The Vortex project at the head of Fulford
Harbour received development permit (DP)
approval from the Salt Spring Local Trust
Committee (LTC) on Aug. 9, despite a number
of public pleas for the Trust to halt the project
due to environmental concerns.

In opening the elected officials’ discussion
about the controversial development, trustee
Laura Patrick made it clear that refusing a
permit was not in the cards from a legislative
standpoint.

“Development permits are such that the
conditions of a development permit will not
prevent a property from being used as the
local zoning bylaw allows, so those are the lit-
tle boxes that we're in.” She said that despite
people’s desire to “erase all this and go back

to some other time . . . we have to start with
the rules that we have, which is the zoning
that’s in place.”

The property consists of two titles totalling
two hectares (five acres) in size. The former
Fulford Inn site is zoned Commercial Accom-
modation (CA) 2 and the adjacent parcel is
split zoned CA 2(b) and Rural. The lands were
purchased in early 2018 by Merchant House
Capital, whose CEO David Fullbrook lives in the
south end of Salt Spring. The proposal is for 17
units of tourist accommodation, a restaurant,
three accessory spaces and an outdoor plaza.

One of the main points of contention was
eliminated the day before the meeting when
Trust staff accepted a septic system location
move to outside of the 30-metre setback area.
That meant the LTC had only to consider a
couple of lot line setbacks in issuing the devel-

opment variance permit.

As for the overall development permit,
which covers issues ranging from building
form and character to landscaping and sep-
tic and stormwater management, the plan
was given LTC approval with conditions after
a number of permit amendments. One of
those specified the need for “a metering
and monitoring plan that enables ongoing
evaluation of the sewage disposal system
performance and receiving environment con-
dition.” Another requires “confirmation from
a qualified hydrogeologist that upon [sew-
age disposal] system operation, including any
relief and interception drainage, pre- and
post-development groundwater flows to Ful-
ford and Soule Creeks will remain constant.”

VORTEX continued on 2

Zen Master Wolfgang says:
“A diplomat is someone who thinks twice before saying nothing.”

SERVICE & REPAIRS FOR ALL DOMESTIC & IMPORT CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

MARI #3 - 290 Park Drive Below Dagwoods, behind car wash « Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-4:30pm
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VORTEX

continued from 1

In introducing the project at the
Aug. 9 meeting, Trust planner Jason
Youmans said the proposal was
generally consistent with land use
bylaws and development permit
area guidelines, but that staff still
wanted a comprehensive ground-
water study to be done.

“Where staff continue to hang
our hat is on this issue of whether or
not sufficient study has been done
of the potential polluting impacts
of development on the site, par-
ticularly as it relates to the septic
field and its impact on groundwater
hydrology, and ultimately on the
nearby streams as well,” he said.

But Fullbrook pointed out that
to get the kind of meaningful data
envisioned by Trust staff through
such a study could take up to three
years.

“You're talking about a really sig-
nificant scientific undertaking that
because of the data sets that are
required would take an extensive
amount of time, far beyond what
any development permit would
ever typically require.”

Permit amendments related to
sewage disposal system monitoring
were meant to address the concerns
about potential pollution.

The amended permit also includes
a clause recognizing “the propo-
nent’s commitment to maintaining
an ongoing working relationship
with the Tsawout First Nation in
regard to further development-
related approvals, design, construc-
tion and operation.”

Fullbrook reported on First
Nations engagement to date. While
other nations were consulted, he
explained that Fulford Harbour is
acknowledged as being traditional
Tsawout First Nation territory and
a working relationship has been

developed with the Tsawout.

“Through critical review we have
determined that the proponent
meets and exceeds the environmen-
tal standards for the project,” states
a July 27 letter to the Trust from
Tsawout First Nation lands manager
Casey Dick-Wyatt providing condi-
tional approval. “The proponent
has satisfied our initial request to
have our cultural monitors present
for archeological work within the
project area, and we no longer have
concerns of the project’s impact to
archeological sites and local water
ways.”

The Salt Spring Island Advisory
Planning Commission also recom-
mended DP approval.

Seventeen members of the pub-
lic spoke against the project in the
delegations and town hall portions
of the meeting. Some suggested
the proponent undertake a smaller
development on the upper part of
the property and restore the lower
seaside lot as much as possible.

“| propose that the LTC engage

with the developer in pursuing a
vision that is more in keeping with
the official community plan and
the tenets of the [Islands Trust's]
declared climate emergency,” said
area resident John FitzGibbon.

"“Through critical review
we have determined
that the proponent
meets and exceeds the
environmental standards
for the project.”
CASEY DICK-WYATT

Lands manager,
Tsawout First Nation

Many described visions of restora-
tion of Fulford and Soule creeks and
the estuary. Retired professional

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG
Citizens gather outside Community Gospel Chapel before the town hall portion of the Salt Spring Local Trust
Commitee business meeting held Aug. 9, some holding fish-shaped signs to reflect concerns about environmental
impacts of the Vortex commercial accommodation development on the site of the former Fulford Inn.

biologist Anne Parkinson said the
estuary was currently “bone dead,”
which was “the result of decades of
illegal dumping of fill, followed by
building a very tight short bridge.”

She explained how replacing
the bridge with a longer one that
would restore the natural flow of
watercourses was key to rehabilita-
tion.

“The estuary in the marine envi-
ronment would thrive,” she said.

Following the LTC's permit
approval decision, Parkinson
told the Driftwood, “It is difficult
to comprehend why a motel on
stilts in a flood zone with no com-
munity access or water is given a
permit, with variances, to further
compound historic damages to the
Fulford estuary. How does the profit
of a few take precedence over the
life of salmon, eelgrass meadows
and the health of the bay without
proper study?”

The project still needs a building
permit from the Capital Regional
District (CRD), water supply approv-

Building pmlth First Nations, water up next

al envisioned through expansion of
the CRD Fulford Water Service Area
and further work with First Nations.

According to permit terms, con-
struction will need to begin within
three years.

In speaking to the Driftwood later
in the week, Fullbrook thanked
Trust staff and trustees for their
hard work on the file, even though
he said it was “a very frustrating
and painful exercise.”

He also elaborated on visions for
Tsawout involvement in the proj-
ect, including possible plans for eco-
tourism activities.

“For the Tsawout it's really about
establishing their presence and
their legacy within the harbour, and
how that is going to occur is really
the conversation we are interested
to have.”

He also said he hopes that the
general public conversation about
the Vortex will now “change a little
bit towards less acrimony and divi-
siveness and more about how can
we work together and really create
meaningful stewardship for Fulford
Harbour.”

He said he spoke to some of the
project opponents at the LTC meet-
ing and said, “We have an interest
in the kinds of things that you're
interested in. And there’s an oppor-
tunity here to do something that is,
| think, an example of thoughtful,
balanced development.”

The LTC also wants to see more
collaboration. Another clause
added to the DP “encourages the
proponent to consider establishing
a local advisory group to provide
local knowledge on environmental
issues related to the design, con-
struction and operation of the proj-
ect.”

An audio recording of the Aug. 9
meeting will be available through
the Salt Spring page of the Islands
Trust website.
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GOVERNANCE

Committee endorses LCC bylaws

Discussion of Oct. 15
referendum guestion

Volunteer members of the Local Com-
munity Commission (LCC) Advisory Com-
mittee have taken a position on the pro-
posed LCC bylaws, asking people to vote
in favour of approving them in an Oct. 15
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Capital Regional District (CRD) bylaws
4507 and 4508 establish an LCC for Salt
Spring and lay out the authority delegat-
ed to a commission by the CRD.

“These bylaws provide an excellent
foundation for a locally elected council
for Salt Spring,” the committee states in
a press release. “A Salt Spring LCC will
broaden elected CRD representation, con-
fer authority over local services, allow
more transparent decision-making and
consolidate the siloed nature of CRD ser-
vice delivery.”

The committee says it recommended
a broader list of services be overseen by

an LCC but is “confident that the cre-
ation of an LCC will significantly improve
CRD service delivery and that its scope of
authority can be increased over time as
experience is gained.”

The group acknowledged the change
has costs attached, including the 2023
election for commission members, annual
stipends and additional costs to be deter-
mined by the LCC.

“We believe that the efficiency and
governance benefits offered by an LCC
justify these costs.”

The committee also notes that with dis-
solution of the transportation, parks and
rec, economic sustainability and liquid
waste commissions, the LCC needs to find
a way to retain the expertise of citizens
such as those who currently volunteer as
commission members. A focused effort
to create stronger volunteer/CRD partner-
ships is suggested.

“In summary, we are confident that
an LCC will offer a significant improve-
ment in CRD service delivery through
increased elected representation, cost
effectiveness and transparency in deci-
sion-making.”

LCC Advisory Committee members are
Gayle Baker, who currently chairs the

transportation commission and the LCC
committee, parks and recreation commis-
sion chair Sonja Collombin, liquid waste
commission chair Mary Richardson (and
alternate Peter Meyer), and members at
large Darryl Martin and Kees Ruurs. Brian
Webster is an advisory and primary author
of the LCC discussion paper.

Gerard Zentner represents the Commu-
nity Economic Sustainability Commission
(CESQ) on the LCC Advisory Committee.
The CESC is discussing its position regard-
ing the LCC proposal at its Sept. 12 meet-
ing.

Representatives of Salt Spring Fire
Protection District and North Salt Spring
Waterworks District participated in the
committee’s work but declined to take a
public position.

Copies of the proposed bylaws, minutes
of the LCC Advisory Committee meetings,
the LCC discussion paper, an analysis of
CRD response to committee recommen-
dations, and more are available by email-
ing lccsaltspring@gmail.com.

Al of the information will be available at
a lccsaltspring.com website soon.

The referendum will be held in conjunc-
tion with local government elections on
Oct. 15.
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MAKING PROGRESS: Work to build the new emergency department for Lady Minto Hospital continues through
good summer weather. The Capital Regional Hospital District recently announced a further $738,000 contribution
to the $3 million it already approved for the $12.8-million, 4,500-square-foot project. The provincial government,
through Island Health, is also expected to announce a contribution soon. The Lady Minto Hospital Foundation has

to date provided all of the other funding.

LOCAL ELECTIONS

First candidates step out

Kylie Coates and Gary Holman
for CRD; Ben Corno and Laura
Patrick for Islands Trust

BY GAIL SJUBERG
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

A handful of individuals have already declared their
intention to run for local political office this fall.

Incumbent Salt Spring electoral area director Gary
Holman says he is running again to be Capital Regional
District director. He is being challenged by Kylie Coates,
who ran for a seat on the Islands Trust in 2018.

Local government elections take place across B.C. on
Saturday, Oct. 15.

Holman, an economist, was Salt Spring’s CRD direc-
tor from 2002 to 2008, and from 2018 to the present.
He was Saanich North and the Islands NDP MLA from
2013 to 2017 before being defeated by Adam Olsen of
the Green party.

In declaring his candidacy, Holman said, “It's been an
honour to serve this community over the years as CRD
director and MLA. Salt Spring has made some good
progress over this past term despite some unprec-
edented disruptive events, and | want to continue
contributing to this progress for one final term.”

He also said he hoped voters will support the local
community commission concept in the upcoming Oct.
15 referendum.

“I look forward to working with locally elected col-
leagues to establish a constructive working relation-
ship and strategic focus for a new era in CRD gover-
nance,” he said.

Coates graduated from Gulf Islands Secondary
School in 2000. He returned several years later to work
for his father Chris Coates’ electrician business and to
help support his aging grandparents.

“I'm just a local boy who is fed up and I'm not see-
ing anyone come to the table with solutions,” he said
when asked why he wants to be CRD director.

Last Thursday Coates erected a sign in Ganges with a
photo of Islands Trust trustee Laura Patrick citing some
alleged anti-business activities of the Trust. He said
he had the $600 sign made to raise awareness about
things that are “going on behind closed doors.”

“This is me getting mad. Me getting frustrated . . .
When you are mad and frustrated you do silly things.”

After his unsuccessful run for a trustee position in
2018, Coates joined the Salt Spring Chamber of Com-
merce board. He is temporarily stepping away from
the board while he is on the campaign trail.

Salt Spring Islands Trust

Incumbent trustee Laura Patrick is running for a
second term as a Salt Spring Local Trust Committee
member.

Patrick topped the polls in the 2018 election dur-
ing her first campaign. She was also elected by fellow
Islands Trust Council members to be on the Executive
Committee, which sees her chair meetings on some
Trust islands and deliberate on matters from the other
local Trust areas.

She has a background in environmental manage-
ment and international consulting, and has always
advocated a balanced approach to decision making.

“1 think it's more important than ever that our
decisions need to be balanced and acutely aware of
social, environmental and economic elements, but also
rooted in sustainability and justice,” she said during
the July 12 LTC meeting in providing her reasons for
seeking a second term. “And we need solutions that
solve more than one problem. We need to be able to
deal with a number of the crises that we're facing.”

Patrick’s fellow trustee Peter Grove stated at that
same meeting that he would not be seeking another
term. Grove has been an LTC member since 2011.

The only other person to so far declare an intention
to seek a Salt Spring Islands Trust seat is Ben Corno.

He has lived on Salt Spring for 12 years and is the
co-owner/operator of Heavenly Roots Vegetable Farm.

Corno currently chairs the Community Market Soci-
ety, which operates the Salt Spring Island Tuesday Mar-
ket. He is also past president of the Salt Spring Island
Disc Golf Club.

“My motivation in submitting myself for Islands
Trust trusteeship is to better utilize my skill and com-
fort with challenging communications to add flexible
and creative potential to our island’s land use plan-
ning,” he said in a written statement. "I believe I've
been fortunate enough to develop an ego-free facili-
tation style that is resilient in the face of high-emotion
situations, and tireless in its application. | have a mind
for understanding complicated systems and leveraging
my curiosity to imagine new possibilities for progress.

“We are stalled in the intersection of a housing crisis
that is creating dysfunction for businesses and essen-
tial services, and inequity in our communities housing
security. Our worsening climate crisis has galvanized a
determined regional advocacy to elevate our ecology
above just a consideration; our sensitive ecosystem
needs active conservation and more voices at the table.
We need to act quickly, and plan long-term to make
Salt Spring the place we want to live. I'm determined
to carry the invaluable nature of our environment and
the potential vitality of our community with me as we
work together to realize the needs and interests of our
special community.”

The official candidate nomination period runs from
Aug. 30 to Sept. 9, when candidates must submit their
nominations to local election officials.

Candidates must be:

* 18 years of age or older on general voting day;

* a Canadian citizen;

¢ have been a resident of British Columbia for at
least six months immediately before filing nomination
documents;

* not be disqualified under the Local Government
Act or any other enactment from voting in an elec-
tion in British Columbia or from being nominated for,
being elected to or holding office, or be otherwise
disqualified by law.

On election day on Salt Spring, voters will choose one
CRD director and two Islands Trust trustees, and three
school trustees. They will also be asked to approve
establishing a local community commission form of
government under the CRD.
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Driftwood Reason
prevails

Driftwood Publishing Ltd.

he scene at last week’s
Salt Spring Local Trust
Committee meeting
was a familiar one.

The room was filled with people hoping to con-
vince trustees to take a specific course of action. In
this case they wanted trustees to deny a development
permit to the Vortex project in Fulford.

But as trustee Laura Patrick pointed out at the
beginning of the discussion, the LTC is constrained by
the fact that the property is zoned for tourist accom-
modation and a restaurant. Local land-use authorities
such as the Islands Trust cannot stop a property owner
from using their zoning, whether it allows a single-
family home or a 17-unit resort. Or they can't stop it
without inviting a lawsuit.

Unfortunately, most of the opponents did not
remain in the hall to hear that explanation or any-
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Vortex have heard is that the

development septic system is state of

- . the art (and no doubt of

1 permlt less impact to the receiv-

ing environment than old
septic fields of properties
along Fulford Creek) and
that new development
permit conditions add
extra layers of groundwa-
ter protection.

It's easy to say that any development is bad and
shouldn’t take place. But it is not a realistic position
to take without amendments to private property law,
and it always comes from a place of hypocrisy to some
degree if expressed by a person who has already
exercised the zoning potential of their own property.

Transformation of the former Fulford Inn prop-
erty into a park and rehabilitation of the creek and
estuary would be wonderful, of course. That would
start with a purchase of the property and need com-
mitment from the provincial government after that.
Fullbrook said last week that no one had reached out
to him about buying the property for preservation
purposes.

The Islands Trust mandate and reason for its cre-
ation almost 50 years ago saddles it and its elected
officials with an unrealistic public expectation that
they have special powers to “stop” environmental
degradation and development of private property. In
fact, they have no more practical tools to do that than
any other local government in this province.

What Islands Trust staff and trustees did last week
in ensuring the septic system is as low-impact as pos-
sible and facilitating a better location for it was an
example of using those tools in a responsible way.
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WAITING FOR?

PARKER

PARK THEIR CAR

SOMEONE TO

CANGES

SVT barks up wrong tree

BY C. THOMAS

Over two decades ago, my
family saved to purchase a

VIEWPOINT

group trying to find a solution
to the housing shortage.
In last week’s Driftwood, it

few acres of land on beauti-
ful Salt Spring Island. A few years after
that, we hired a local builder to build a
seasonal cottage, which we have used
every summer, and on occasional week-
ends throughout the year.

We purchased the property to be our
sacred place to recharge, and never was
it for “speculation.” We practised the
“preserve and protect” philosophy our-
selves as much as we could. We have
never rented out the cottage to generate
any additional income, nor do we ever
intend to.

Because we are not full-time residents
on the island, we already pay the highest,
non-discounted annual property tax rate.
Because we are not full-time residents, we
actually contribute to the general quiet
and peacefulness of the island, since we
are away more than we are here. That
also means one less vehicle looking for a
parking spot in Ganges, most of the time.

We are regular, older “working-class”
folks who are not yet retired, and we cer-
tainly are not “executives.”

Salt Spring Island currently is in a very
concerning situation where there is an
imbalance of affordable rental housing
available for the number of jobs that
are needed. Many decently paid workers
(like in healthcare or ferries) are having
difficulty finding an affordable place to
live.

It must be challenging for business own-
ers like Rhonan Heitzmann with his water
company or Daniel Wood with his fam-
ily’s Salt Spring Cheese company, to retain
workers for their own businesses to thrive.
Both messieurs Heitzmann and Wood
publicly support the Salt Spring Solutions

THIS WEEK'S POLL QUESTION:

Do you support the
LTC's Vortex
decision?

DYes D No

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Monday 2 p.m. or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 2 p.m.

was mentioned that there are
around 1,000 non-permanently occupied
homes on Salt Spring Island. Our seasonal
cottage is one of them. The “Salt Spring
Solutions” group has made a lot of noise
in the media recently, pushing for the
speculation and vacancy tax to be applied
to property owners in the Gulf Islands like
me, to help finance affordable accommo-
dation for people who can possibly work
for business owners like Mr. Heitzmann
and Mr. Wood, for example.

Because | am not a “wealthy retiree”
or a wealthy “executive,” this punishing
tax increase would inflict major financial
hardship on my own family. It would cost
us thousands of dollars in additional taxes
each year, and indeed be untenable. So
what are my options? Clear-cutting the
timber on my property to raise the funds
to pay for the tax is a desperate option.
And if | were forced to sell, would the
new owners contribute to a solution to
the housing shortage? Certainly not. How
could they? The property would likely
be purchased by wealthy buyers from
abroad, and not by local “working” peo-
ple. This would further polarize “wealthy”
vs. “not wealthy” on this island.

So let’s be realistic here: There are still
many “middle class” seasonal property
owners on this island. “Cancelling” their
presence here by taxing them out of
existence is not going to free up housing
availability and solve the housing short-
age. Mr. Heitzmann and Mr. Wood, you
and your “Salt Spring Solutions” group
of thinkers have good intentions in try-
ing to create affordable housing, but
pushing for the speculation and vacancy
tax is barking up the wrong tree.

LAST WEEK'S QUESTION:

Are you getting

24 39
concerned about

summer drought &

wildfire? NO VES
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LETTERS to the edlitor

Doctor payments

Doctors of BC has announced that “stabili-
zation funding is on the way; a new payment
model that combines fee-for service and con-
tract models.”

As the result of discussions with the Ministry
of Health, hopes are high for the new pay-
ment model to be launched this fall. The pay-
ment would include some additional funding
for business costs such as rising rents and non-
medical staffing. The exact details are still
being ironed out and are confidential.

I have been told that another family doctor
on Salt Spring Island is closing her practice.
This is the third doctor this year. One new
replacement arrives in September. Another
doctor closed his practice without a replace-
ment in 2021. The loss of family doctors, clo-
sure of some emergency rooms and walk-in
clinics has become a provincial epidemic.

According to BC Health Care Matters:

1. Of the 6,800 licensed family doctors in
B.C., only 3,200 are choosing to work. Why?

2. Newly trained doctors are choosing
careers as specialists or hospital doctors where
they do not have to worry about running a
private under-funded business.

3. Family doctors earn more money for the
same amount of work in other provinces.

4. Next door in Alberta, a family doctor is
paid $41 a visit vs. the $31 a visit paid by B.C.

5. “In B.C,, family doctors get paid for a
15-minute visit and nothing much beyond
that. They can‘t bill MSP for other tasks, such
as writing a referral letter, charting, reviewing
charts, reviewing lab results, talking with and
examining the patient beyond 15 minutes,
anything else the doctor does in relation to
the patient’s care.”

The pressure of the health care services
pandemic is being felt in the hallways of the
provincial government. Let’s hope for good
news being implemented very soon.

CURT FIRESTONE,
SALT SPRING

No restraints?

The Salt Spring Local Trust Committee’s
decision to conditionally approve a destina-
tion resort at Fulford Harbour — against all
expert advice except that provided by the
applicant — marks a tragic turning point for
Salt Spring Island.

Trustees had a chance to restore one of the
Gulf Islands’ most threatened ecosystems, but
chose commercial development instead. Their
claims to being environmentalists have now
been exposed as political greenwash and
their climate emergency declaration as noth-
ing more than a big blast of hot air.

A pattern of reckless disregard for the envi-
ronment has emerged through their sup-
port of this project, their undermining of the
Trust Policy Statement, and their misguided
plan to rezone most of the island for addi-
tional dwellings with few benefits in terms of
affordable housing.

Where are the restraints one would expect
in a protected area? The only way to prevent
total destruction of the Islands Trust is to elect
more responsible trustees on Oct. 15.

J. HIGHSTED,
SALT SPRING

Progress trap

In my book called A Short History of Prog-
ress | defined a “progress trap” as a seduc-
tive chain of successes that leads to disaster.
Cutting down woodlands and building on

farmland are examples as old as civilization.
The Greeks, the Romans, the Maya and many
others made these mistakes, as we still do.
Now we face the climate trap set off by fossil
fuels.

Here on Salt Spring the controversial
Bylaw 530 has all the hallmarks of a prog-
ress trap. It proposes dealing with a housing
shortage and already-shrinking water supply
by building many more houses and adding
many more people than allowed under our
official community plan and the Islands Trust
mandate.

If this bylaw goes ahead without a thor-
ough rethinking based on long-range stud-
ies, it is likely to set off a development boom
that the island’s water and rural character
cannot withstand.

Those who think more is better and
growth is always the answer should ask
themselves why bigger communities from
Nanaimo to New York have the very same
problems writ large.

RONALD WRIGHT,
SALT SPRING

MORE OPINION continued on 6+ 7

QUOTE

OF THE

WEEK:

“I think until we have that societal conversation around how medical
practice is organized, we're not going to get that holy grail of

integrated accessible primary care.”
DR. DAVID BUTCHER, SALT SPRING

Residents call on Trust to stop Channel Ridge cell tower ‘madness’

The following is most of the text
of a presentation made to the Salt
Spring Local Trust Committee at
their Aug. 9 meeting by Julian Clark
on behalf the Concerned Residents
of Canvasback.

I'm here today asking you to lis-
ten not just with your ears, but also
your hearts.

This group of homeowners, a
group you've met frequently over
the past year, are not activists, not
objectors railing against the estab-
lishment, and certainly not anti-cell,
anti 5G, or anti-CREST folks. In fact,
most of us have never protested
anything, never held a picket sign.
And | think it's fair to say we are for
the most part socially responsible,
active members of our community.

We come from all walks of life
— lawyers, accountants, social
workers, professors, trades people,
artists, ferry workers, technologists
— the list goes on. We are very dif-
ferent people with very different
backgrounds, but what we have
in common is a love for this island.
We are here for the idyllic setting,
the calm and peaceful way of life,
the sense of safety and security, the
community, and the closeness we
can feel here to nature and all of
its bounty.

At least that was the case until
Rogers decided it would be a good
idea to build a 14-story tower less
than a football field away from
most of our homes, and less than
half that distance from some of
them. A 14-story tower that can be

increased to 17 stories after a year
with no further approvals neces-
sary. Just to put that in perspective,
a Rogers contractor we met while
blocking access to the site over the
past couple of weeks told us that
he had been working for Rogers
and other telecom companies for
over 25 years and had installed the
foundations for over 150 cell towers
but had never seen one installed so
close to residences.

Rogers’ plans have shattered
our sense of security and safety,
caused us significant anxiety and
worry, and have harmed our peace
of mind.

How can this be? Salt Spring
Island has clear objectives in its offi-
cial community plan that should
prevent this from happening. You,
our local Trust committee, have
committed to protecting environ-
mentally sensitive areas, which this
is. You have committed to accom-
modate the community’s need to
be safe, secure and healthy — phys-
ically, mentally and spiritually —
which this is definitely not doing.
You have committed to the pre-cau-
tionary health principle, which your
own advisory planning commission
applied to antenna siting by recom-
mending “to the maximum extent
possible, the antennae should be
sited as far away from facilities
concerned with continuous human
activity as is practically feasible.”
And if you consider public opinion,
Salt Spring residents against this
tower siting number three times
greater than those for it.

NDEPTH

So what gives? We submit that
this is a clear case of poor corpo-
rate citizenry and corporate greed.
There are acres and acres of open
space on Onni lands where a tower
could be sited safely. However, as
Rogers acknowledged during their
July 7 Zoom call with the public, this
site is the least expensive option.
Rogers appears to be putting their
bottom line ahead of our safety,
security and peace of mind.

Early on in the application
process, Rogers understood LTC
staff when they told Rogers to
use the Islands Trust Draft Model
Protocol for Antenna Siting as a
guideline. And Rogers did mislead
you and staff when they stated
in their application request for
concurrence that they fulfilled
the requirements of that proto-
col. Staff clearly believed Rogers
as they included that model pro-
tocol in the agenda package for
the fateful July 27, 2021 meeting.
And you clearly relied on Rogers’
claim they fulfilled the require-
ments under the protocol when
you granted concurrence.

But here’s the thing, Rogers
deceived you. Had they fulfilled
the model protocol requirements,
the tower could not have been pro-
posed on the site Rogers wants.
The model protocol discourages
locations that are environmentally
sensitive, which the proposed site

is, and discourages locations in and
among medium density residential
areas, which the proposed site is.
More importantly, as this particular
tower can and will likely be ele-
vated an additional 25 per cent in
height after one year without any
further approvals, the model proto-
col states that the LTC “should con-
sider a guideline of increasing the
setback by up to 25 per cent.” The
proposed site is currently setback
42 metres. If the LTC followed the
protocol guidelines, the site would
need to be pushed back eight more
metres which would put it over the
cliff and into the Water Preserva-
tion Society lands.

So, Rogers didn’t fulfill the
requirements of the model proto-
col and as a responsible land use
authority, the LTC rescinded the
concurrence. So what did Rogers
do? They leaned on their contacts
at the federal regulator, stated
the only requirement they need-
ed to meet was the Industry, Sci-
ence and Economic Development
(ISED) default protocol, avoided a
proper dispute resolution process as
spelled out in the regulations, and
would have us all believe this is an
approved government site, which it
is not. And then, they ignored your
request to not conduct construction
activity on the site until you've had
an opportunity to respond to the
regulator’s letter of May 17, 2022.

This is why we have taken up
picket signs, why this group has
spent hours and hours in the hot
sun trying to keep Rogers from get-

ting far enough with the tower
construction that they can't say, oh
sorry, it's already done!

But the truth is, we can’t stop
Rogers. Only you can do that. The
federal regulator will not deal with
individuals. They will only deal with
telecoms and land use authorities.
Yes, the federal regulators have
the ultimate authority on siting an
antenna, however, they have writ-
ten the regulations to be explicitly
clear that the proponent, Rogers
in this case, must fulfill the require-
ments you, the land-use authority
established.

Rogers did not fulfill those
requirements. In fact, Rogers mis-
lead you that they had met those
requirements. Hold tight to your
rescindment. Demand that ISED
follow the dispute resolution pro-
cess and provide them with all the
reasons why your rescindment was
valid.

Only you can stop this madness.
Listen to your heart and do what
you know is right. Stop Rogers from
placing a 14-story tower in our
backyards. Would you let this hap-
pen in your backyard?

Editor’s note: At the Aug. 9 LTC
meeting, it was reported by chair
Peter Luckham that Islands Trust
legal counsel had approved writ-
ing of an open letter regarding the
issue of federal regulator ISED not
accepting the LTC’ rescindent of its
previous decision to provide con-
currence with the Channel Ridge
cell tower site.
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Bylaw 530 has small but essential role to play

BY RHONAN HEITZMANN
SECOND OF TWO PARTS

Often overlooked in the discussion about
accessory dwelling units (ADUs) is the fact
that they are not only about providing rentals
but also allow for multi-generational living,
and retiring and downsizing in place on one’s
own beloved property. They are also mort-
gage helpers that assist a family on the verge
of home ownership to be able to afford to
get into the market.

Speaking of affordability, there seems to
be concern that ADUs will not offer “truly”
affordable rentals. Let's clarify this point.
Affordability is a relative term that, according
to CMHG, is defined by 30 per cent of gross
household income towards shelter. On Salt
Spring Island, every household earning under
$200,000 per year is in the same boat of not
being able to qualify for a mortgage on an
average starter home. This means there are

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR
SUMMER DRIVING

From car wash soap to battery chargers, air fresheners to stereos,
tune-up parts to mag wheel sockets sets, pickup everything you
need to “Ride & Shine” on the roads this season.

plenty of working families who can afford to
pay higher rents, but there is next to nothing
available, which puts pressure downwards
on the whole spectrum of housing needs.
Encouraging private owners to rent out a
space is not meant to equal government sub-
sidized housing for the lower income part of
the spectrum. This is market housing, and in
order for market housing to be more afford-
able there needs to be sufficient supply to
meet the demand. If we have enough ade-
quate housing there will be less profiteering
of outlandish rents for substandard housing.
The proposed bylaw clearly states that
these ADUs cannot be used for short-term
rental, so the fear that this will somehow fur-
ther add to the proliferation of illegal STVRs is
unfounded. Regulating legal B&B businesses
with a licence system would greatly ease the
efforts of enforcement against illegal vaca-
tion rentals and will allow us as a community

to decide how many beds we want to have
rented out for tourists on a given peak day, an
important control for those concerned about
the impacts of vacationers on water use and
infrastructure, while still sustaining a reason-
able amount of tourism for the economy.

Permitting ADUs is just one first step of
many recommendations to be proposed
by the Housing Action Program Task Force,
which together are designed to find a bal-
ance of housing a diverse and healthy popu-
lation with minimal impact per capita on the
environment. This is not achieved by arbitrary
figures of how many people someday may
live here, but by transforming how we all live
so that collectively we live with a smaller eco-
logical footprint.

We also need multifamily purpose built
rentals close to village centres. But the chal-
lenge is that we don't have any local govern-
ment agency taking responsibility for building

such complexes. We depend upon non-profits
who have been putting in valiant efforts to
recently bring the Salt Spring Commons and
Croftonbrook projects to fruition. But these
efforts have taken a long time and are very
costly. At the rate of less than 10 units per year
of effort, it would take over 60 years to fulfill
the housing need of 600 Units identified
in the CRD 2020 Housing needs assessment
(based on 2016 Census data, thus already
sorely out of date).

Please recognize the small but essential
contribution that Bylaw 530 might have
to contribute desperately needed housing
options to our community. Please email the
Islands Trust at ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca and
express your support.

Editor’s note: The whole of the writer’s
piece is posted on our gulfislandsdriftwood.
com website.
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Hyperbole muddies second-home discussions

BY JEFF AND JANICE WADE

We are writing in response to
Francine Carlin’s Viewpoint last
week regarding adopting a “spec-
ulation tax” on Salt Spring Island.

We are Americans, living mostly
on this lovely island. We have been
here every year since 2003 (except
when blocked by Covid restric-
tions). After retiring we decided
to build a second home here, and
five years ago we did.

There is something special here,
a feeling in the air, that we have
experienced no place else. It is our
home. We are barred from citizen-
ship because of our age, but it is
still our home.

There are arguments to be
made in support of a speculative
tax, | suppose. But those argu-
ments should be based on truth.

Unfortunately, Ms. Carlin’s cor-
respondence did not make those
arguments.

Instead, she claims, “specula-
tors are purchasing home after
home and renting them at exorbi-
tant prices . . ."” without citing any
evidence to support that claim.
We talk frequently to real estate
agents and none of them reported
this an issue.

Or the claim that those homes
are "a haven for summer party
houses with little regard for water
or fire conservation.” Again, no
source. We called the RCMP to
ask them if they have received
any complaints about housing and
was politely told that information
is not available to the public. So
again we wonder where is Ms.
Carlin getting her facts?

INRESPONSE

She blames the crowds during
the summer on over subscription
during the summer. Really? Is that
why ferry traffic swells on the
weekends and the Saturday mar-
ket is the only evidence of “over-
population”?

Hyperbole like, “Speculators
from across North America and
offshore know there is little Salt
Spring Island regulation and no
consequences for their purchase
for profit” serves no purpose
other than to inflame the issue. As
do reckless claims that Lady Minto
“may not survive.”

Let me explain some reality
for those of us who are here less
than full-time — much like the

snowbirds from Salt Spring who
go south for the winter. Carlin
asserts these “speculators” should
say, “I'm willing to pay a tax for
the pleasure of having a second
home.” Yet we pay the same prop-
erty taxes as full-time residents
— actually more because our lack
of citizenship disqualifies us from
claiming exemptions to which we
would qualify if we were lucky
enough to be Canadians.

And, not reported in the View-
point, people buying property
from outside the country are
required to pay a 20 per cent sur-
tax on any property purchased on
the island. That is a lot of money.
We do not get to vote for the
board of our local water district,
nor did we get to support the fire
department by voting to build a

new firehouse. But we are not
complaining. Instead, we are cel-
ebrating our luck to be able to
live here.

Her claim people with second
homes on the island is represen-
tative of the attitude imbedded
in her missive, her disdain is clear
in another statement, “Of course
those who bring their servants
and food with them . . . don't
notice [the inconvenience she
asserts exists]” Who does that? Do
you personally know anyone who
travels with servants?

Support for a position should be
based on facts. Ms. Carlin's argu-
ments remind me of the Trumpers
down south who let their disdain
and anger stain their thinking.
That is not what Salt Spring is
about.

Pursue creative solutions to housing supply problems

BY BEN CORNO

There is a housing access emergency on
Salt Spring Island; that is not up for debate.
Renters cling to precarious homes just to live
where they work, or raise their families.

Our dwindling home supply is driving an
employment shortage that has led to dys-
function for businesses and essential services.
More businesses will be forced to close and
skilled people will relocate. We must address
this inequity now by adding supply where
possible, and planning our villages, long-
term, around increased density, livability and
connection with our surroundings.

Land use planning sets the stage for how
our island grows into the future. The Islands
Trust has a facilitating role to play in realizing
secure housing for its constituents. Bylaw 530
is responding to the numerous recommenda-
tions made by 20 years of reports on hous-
ing, and by our existing Housing Task Force

Local solutions better

What's with the off-island so-called solutions?

Oh. Cheaper? Maybe short term. But are we reject-
ing our treasure? There are many skilled carpenters
and builders on island. There are many many artists
(some “starving artists,” often living in vehicles, boon-
docking, renting illegal suites, buses and tents).

So why are the new murals being painted through
thousands of dollars paid in grants to off-island artists?

Why was a homeless housing solution built by a
mega-company/contractor from Fort St. John? They are
almost prison-or-dorm-like, rather than “home;” tem-
porary, homogenous square-box cells used for remote

work. Generic Band-aids.

Salt Spring is bursting with amazing and creative
people. People like Nejmah Guermoud, an expert in
community resiliency, at the maker space. People like
Rhonan Heitzmann, who's got great solutions to local
housing and water issues. People like Ron Pither (the
honey guy at the market), who has decades of experi-

to tease out more legal housing
options.
Encouraging owners with exist-

INDEPTH

will be scored and approved
based on the suitability of the
property that is applying. The

ing buildings to renovate or legally

lease their accessory buildings and suites is a
quick action that aims to connect more locals
seeking secure housing with willing landlords.
This opportunity is not meant to be a cure for
our housing access emergency, but it will lead
to increased supply. Rather than leading to an
increase in our population, it will lend more
options for secure housing to the hundreds of
precariously housed locals. Providing a path
to renting legally will allow landlords to list
their properties publicly or renovate spaces to
be suitable for year-round habitation.

Bylaw 530 does not allow just anyone to
build or permit an accessory dwelling unit. In
its current form, it will allow anyone to apply
for the permits to legalize an existing unit,
or renovate or build a new one. Applications

ence with co-ops and collective farming and alternative

economies.

just “the cheapest bidder.”

dens, etc.

we would want done unto us.

RYAN JOHNSON,
SALT SPRING

Allison Brodie and Del Seagrave and other excellent
professional local artists could have our boring surfaces
painted with wonderlands. Why not some on-island art
and housing, which has some organic, homey (curvy)
“warmth” . . . sustainable and created by more than

Now how are you going to force people out of
the Seabreeze Inne into chicken coop cells? Instead,
wouldn’t it be better to design something with fla-
vour? Think circles — Jesus sat in a circle with his
disciples — circles, natural materials .
with a communal kitchen and gathering place, gar-

.. of tiny homes

Let's put resources into long-term healthy commu-
nity support. Let’s love one another, do unto others as

impact of one hundred per
cent buildout is a fair number to consider, but
it is an impossibility that continues to divert
attention from the importance of immediate
solutions that utilize existing buildings and
zonings.

Salt Spring is bonded together by our good
will for each other. However, community
members should not be obligated to bail each
other out when our local governments are
positioned to respond to the needs of their
constituents. Land use bylaws are a tool the
Islands Trust can use to address our shared
challenges, just as they are used as a tool for
conservation.

An active conservation commitment must
guide all approval processes and should be
a welcome responsibility of the Islands Trust

and applicants. We inhabit unique and con-
nected places that are healthier when that
connectivity is nurtured. The addition of more
accessory dwelling units has been rightfully
met with concern about the impact of more
buildings on our local ecosystem. Our com-
munity can insist that our ecosystem is given
prima consideration when development is
called for; we do not have to choose which to
focus on alone.

We must not tolerate the conditions that are
leading to continuing stagnation and malfunc-
tion in our community. We can choose to do
better than this. Our towns must become more
vital and habitable. Our community should
join the growing list of modern communities
responding quickly with creative and ecologi-
cally forward solutions to their housing supply
problems. Perhaps we can find ourselves being
celebrated for our solutions rather than high-
lighted for our problems.
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EXHIBITIONS

Indigenous artist showcase opens

Exhibit and related events
begin Aug. 26

SUBMITTED BY ARTCRAFT

Artcraft will close its 2022 Showcase
season with a special project that brings
an exhibition of regional Indigenous artists
to the Mahon Hall stage for the very first
time.

JSINSET-SWELOKE (Family Growing Our-
selves Up), a multidisciplinary show open-
ing on Aug. 26, represents the opportunity
to reconnect members of the WSANEC
Nation with the islands that are part of
their unceded homelands, and to introduce
more recent islanders to the traditional
culture that was forcibly displaced by colo-
nialism.

Curated by Salt Spring Arts’ special advi-
sor and Indigenous outreach coordinator
Rose Spahan, the exhibit features four
Elliott family artists who work, live, and
create on the sacred and traditional ter-
ritory of their ancestors in WSANEC, in
Brentwood Bay. Senior artists Myrna Cross-
ley and TEMOSENTET, Charles Elliott, are
joined by their family members, emerging
artists TEMOSEN Chazz Elliott and Mathew
Parlby-Elliott.

Elder and knowledge keeper Dr. John
Elliott shares the story of how the Creator
gave the laws to the WSANEC people: “The
Creator told the people that we should
look after the land as we would our rela-
tives. The trees, the ocean, the land, the
Gulf Islands are our relatives and it is our
sacred law to protect them as we would
our family. The WSANEC people made that
promise to the Creator.”

These core principles guide the artworks
featured in JSINSET-SWELOKE. The CElliotts
are deeply rooted in their community,
with a lineage of preserving WSANEC art,
language and culture. They work closely
together, but their works are not normally
exhibited in galleries. They are usually busy
creating sacred objects (including blankets,
poles, grave markers) for private commis-

SUMMER
QUTDOOR
CONCERT

SERIES

PHOTOS BY DAVID BORROWMAN COURTESY SALT SPRING ARTS

Charles Elliott and Myrna Crossley, two of four family members whose work forms
JSINSET-SWELOKE (Family Growing Ourselves Up), a multidisciplinary exhibit at Mahon

Hall opening next Friday.

sions, ceremonies and community events,
for commercial uses or for installation at
major institutions.

The JSINSET-SWELOKE exhibit juxtaposes
contemporary explorations with traditional
pieces, telling a multi-generational story
and demonstrating female/male WSANEC
power. It brings together the established
and emerging artists of the Elliott family
to beautifully demonstrate how traditions
and techniques progress, transform and
are reinterpreted by consecutive genera-
tions. The show also demonstrates to the
viewer how the common symbols of Sal-
ish art — trigons, concentric circles and
split-u forms — repeat in different media,
remaining essentially the same but express-
ing personality and subtle changes through
each artist’s vision.

‘AUG 18
BALKAN .-

Collectively, the family’s artistic prac-
tices include weaving, drawing, serigraphs,
carving and other two- and three-dimen-
sional works that reflect Salish iconogra-
phy, both in traditional and contemporary
styles. This exhibit shares visual stories,
rich intergenerational ties and highlights
a family that supports one another in a
tradition of love, art and life.

The show runs from Aug. 26 to Sept.
18 during regular Artcraft hours, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Special events associated with
the show include a public reception at
Mahon Hall on Aug. 26 from 6 to 8 p.m.
An artist talk on Aug. 27 at 2 p.m. and
a cultural talk by Dr. John Elliott on Aug.
31 at 4:30 p.m. will both take place at
the ArtSpring gallery (rather than Mahon
Hall).

ARTS GRANTS

CRAFT

Guild holds
pottery
sale

In Centennial Park
this Sunday

SUBMITTED BY SS POTTERS GUILD

Salt Spring Potters Guild will
hold its fourth annual one-day
show, Pottery in the Park, on Sun-
day, Aug. 21.

At least eight members of the
guild will be in attendance and are
excited to have their ceramic works
on display and for sale at Centen-
nial Park from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In addition to having a wide vari-
ety of pots and sculptural pieces
for sale, guild members will hold
their Empty Bowls fundraiser. Two
years ago, more than 100 bowls
were donated and sold out in
three hours at the Country Grocer
parking lot. This year, like in 2021,
the Pottery in the Park event will
include a table for donated pot-
ters bowls, with all proceeds again
going to the Salt Spring Island
Food Bank.

The Salt Spring Potters Guild is
over 50 years old and one of the
oldest in B.C. Its members create
pieces using a wide range of tech-
niques and materials, including
wheel-thrown functional stone-
ware and porcelain, and carved
hand-built sculptural art. Some of
Salt Spring’s well-known potters
from the Saturday Market in the
Park, Salt Spring Studio Tour loca-
tions and local galleries will have
tables at the sale. New members
have joined recently that will add
to the variety of work.

SHMALKAN

SALT SPRING ARTS

& DARYL CHONKA
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Benson establishes new fund for artists

Awards recognize
obstacles for female
and emerging artists

SUBMITTED BY SS ARTS

A new fund for visual artists
has been established by Susan
Benson and Salt Spring Arts.

Artists in need living on Salt
Spring Island can apply for
grants, with preference given
to female artists who are com-
mitted to building their cre-
ative careers.

Benson first announced her
intention to establish the fund
during her acceptance speech
at the 2021 Salt Spring Nation-

al Art Prize
awards cer-
emony, when
her Parallel Art
Show piece The
Meaning of
Symbols: The
Meaning of
Memories was
awarded both
First Place Peo-
ples’ Choice Award and the
Juror's Choice Award, Honour-
able Mention. As part of the
speech, she recalled that dur-
ing her training at art college
during the late 1950s, women
were told they would not
become artists.

Benson is well known for
her portraiture and painting,

SUSAN
BENSON

with numerous exhibitions on
Salt Spring and across Cana-
da. She has a portrait in the
permanent collection of the
National Portrait Gallery of
Canada, and was a semi-final-
ist in the prestigious BP Por-
trait Award in London, Eng-
land. Benson was elected to
the Royal Canadian Academy
of the Arts in 1986.

A total of $5,000 in grants
will be available between 2022
and 2024 and awarded with
the regular Salt Spring Arts
grants and awards cycle (Oct.
31 and April 30).

Full details and the appli-
cation form will be available
online as of Sept. 1 at www.
saltspringarts.ca.
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Delaronde and Tinkham team up for tea date

Next week at All Saints
SUBMITTED BY MUSIC MAKERS

Tea a Tempo, the popular afternoon recit-
al series in All Saints by-the-Sea, is delight-
ed to be presenting a fun folk concert
on Wednesday, Aug. 24, featuring Saskia
Delaronde and Nathan Tinkham.

Delaronde is a favourite on the Canadian

CONCERT SERIES

folk scene. As a European immigrant she
has come to love Canada deeply, but peri-
odically returns to Holland to reconnect
with her roots, which shows in songs like
War Bride, Spring Day in Holland and Two
Countries. Her talent as a seasoned singer/
songwriter blends with a sense of humour
that quickly puts her audience at ease. She
performs with positive energy and strong
conviction.

Delaronde toured and performed for 20
years with Darrel Delaronde as The Great
Plains and 10 years with Gary Fjellgaard
throughout Canada and Europe.

Tinkham is a veteran of the Canadian
folk, cowboy and country scenes. He began
his career in the early ‘70s busking on the
streets of Victoria. Since then he has worked
and recorded with lan Tyson, Wilf Cart-
er, Cindy Church, Quartette, Diamond Joe

White, Undertakin’ Daddies, Great Western
Orchestra, Saskia Delaronde and a host of
others. His songs have been recorded by
Quartette, Cindy Church, Gary Fjellgaard
and Melanie Safka, to name a few. He cur-
rently lives on Gabriola Island where he
continues to write and work in his studio.

Music by donation begins at 2:10 p.m.
in All Saints on Park Drive, followed by tea
and treats.

Salt Spring’s own Daryl Chonka headlines Aug. 25 outdoor concert

Park music continues
SUBMITTED BY SS ARTS

Next Thursday evening sees the
second to last presentation in Salt
Spring Arts' Summer Outdoor Con-
cert Series, when Daryl Chonka is

the headliner from the gazebo in
Centennial Park.

A singer-songwriter, producer
and multi-instrumentalist from
Salt Spring, Chonka has spent the
past 25 years touring, performing,
producing and writing with some
of the world’s finest musical acts.

Having worked with a very diverse
and dynamic host of superb artists,
Chonka is known as a master of
warm tones and beautiful rhythms,
his heartfelt sensibilities always shin-
ing through.

The opening set features 19
Strings, a three-piece eclectic new-

grass-styled band from Salt Spring.
Born from many-a-long-night play-
ing music around the kitchen table,
the band features brothers William
and Charles Acken along with Kai
Barrette, the brother from anoth-
er mother. Their unique brand of
entertainment explores traditional

sounds on a melodic mix of multiple
strings.

Music runs in the park from 6 to 8
p.m. Entertainment is free but with
donations appreciated.

Performers this Thursday, Aug.
18 are Balkan Shmalkan (headliner)
and The Orchid Room (opener).

- -
What's On - the go!
Scan this barcode with

your smartphone
to download,

instructions below.
ScANLIFE <

What'S ON thisweek -

Wed.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo. Roly Poly String Trio per-
form in by-donation recital at All Saints.
2:10 p.m., followed by optional tea and
treats.

Aug. 17

Billie Woods. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Central Community Hall Society Board of
Directors Meeting. Public welcome.
Lower hall of Central Hall. 7 p.m.

Salt Spring Museum. Open in Bittancourt
House on the Farmers’ Institute grounds
on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and
Sundays. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Family Adventures in Nature Program.
At Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve. Drop
in from 1 to 4 p.m. for children aged 3 to
12 and their adult. Today's theme is All
About Birds. Bird games, scavenger hunt
and more.

Swing Dance. Wednesdays at the Legion.
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. with instruction for
leads at 6 p.m.

Thur. Aug. 18

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Summer Outdoor Concert Series. Balkan
Shmalkan is the headliner with opening
act The Orchid Room. Centennial Park. 6
to 8 p.m.

Petunia. Mateada Lounge. 9 to 11 p.m.
John Gogo. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

Sharon Bailey. On the deck at Moby’s
Pub. 5 to 8 p.m.

Open Mic. At the Legion. 7:30 to 10 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Salt Spring Local Trust Committee Public
Hearings. Hearing for proposed Bylaw
526 at Harbour House Hotel Crofton
Room at 11 a.m. Hearing for proposed
Bylaw 530 at 4 p.m.

Salt Spring Museum. See Wednesday listing.

Fri. Aug. 19

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Gulf Islands Community Radio Society
Fundraiser.

With DJs Dano Hammer, Boomtown and
Andrew Interchill. Beaver Point Hall. 7
p.m.

Fede Vilchez. On the deck at Moby’s Pub.
5to 8 p.m.

SugarBeat. On stage at Moby's Pub. 9
p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

Frase & Fawna. Mateada Lounge. 9 to
11:30 p.m.

Sharon Bailey Band. Tree House Cafe. 6
to 9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

ASK Salt Spring.

This week'’s guest is Salt Spring Local Trust
Committee trustee Laura Patrick. United
Church Meadow. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Salt Spring Museum. See Wednesday
listing.

Sat. Aug. 20
Vixx. On deck at Moby’s Pub. 5 to 8 p.m.

Ashton Bachman Band. On stage at
Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Boom Booms. Mateada Lounge. 9 to
11 p.m.

Before Night Falls. Tree House Cafe. 6 to
9 p.m.

ACTIVITIES

Saturday Market in the Park. In Centen-
nial Park from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

CRD Ganges Active Transportation Plan
Discussion. Saturday Market. 9 am. to 1
p.m.

Sun. Aug. 21

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Morien Jones. On deck at Moby’s Pub. 5
to 8 p.m.

Jazz Jam. At the Legion. 3 to 6 p.m.

Bobo Czarnowski. Tree House Cafe. 6 to
9 p.m.

Sun. Aug. 21

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sunday Artist Series. Live music at Fern-
wood Road Cafe. 1to 2 p.m.

Salt Spring Museum. See Wednesday
listing.

Mon. Aug. 22

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Susan Cogan. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

Tues. Aug. 23

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Raffi & Lindsay Munroe. Tree House Cafe.

o
Y
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ACTIVITIES

Tuesday Farmers’ Market. Weekly market
in Centennial Park. 2 to 6 p.m.

Wed. Aug. 24

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Tea a Tempo.

Saskia Delaronde and Nathan Tinkham
perform at All Saints. 2:10 p.m., followed
by optional tea and treats.

Yael Wand. Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.

Salt Spring Museum. See last Wednes-
day’s listing.

Swing Dance. See last Wednesday's listing.

THE FRITZ CINEMA

e Thor: Love and Thunder runs from Wed.,
Aug. 17-18 at 7 p.m. The show from Friday,
Aug. 19 through Thursday, Aug. 25 at 7
p.m. is Lightyear. (No Sunday matinee.)
For more movie info, see thefritz.ca.

EXHIBITIONS

e Salt Spring Potters Guild holds its 4th
annual Pottery in the Park sale in Centen-
nial Park. Sunday, Aug. 21, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.

* Susan Benson'’s exhibit, We are Such
Stuff as Dreams are Made On, continues on
the Showcase Exhibition stage at Mahon Hall
daily until Aug. 22.

e Impressions 7, the annual show of new
works by SSI Printmakers, is in the library
program room until Aug. 26.

e Johanna Hoskins shows Playing With
Paper & Other Things in the ArtSpring lobby
through August. Tuesdays through Fridays from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and before theatre events.

e Artcraft show and sale of work by more
than 100 Gulf Islands artisans runs daily at
Mahon Hall from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. through
the summer.

e Cherie Geauvreau exhibits artwork at
the Laundr-o-mat and SSI Soap Exchange
through August daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
except Friday.

e Hazel Gardner, a member of the SSI
Painters Guild, is showing a selection of her
animal portraits at Salt Spring Coffee until
Aug. 15.

e Cheryl Long has a selection of landscapes
in oil hanging at Dragonfly Art Supplies’

gallery for the month of August.

Family Adventures in Nature

Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve
Program for kids 3-12 and their adult.

AUGUST 17 AND 28 | Drop-in from 1 to 4 p.m.

THRIFTY FOODS

Ganges, Mouat's Centre 7:30am to 9pm Customer Service 250-537-1522
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Islanders Working Against Violence

SAFE * FREE « CONFIDENTIAL

24/7 Viiolence & Abuse Helpline
& SSl Transition House
250-537-0735 or 1-877-435-7544

Sexual Assault Response Helpline
250-931-7712 or 1-833-946-1706

Outreach Services
Stopping the Violence Counselling
PEACE Program for Children and Youth
Sexual Assault Support
and Counselling

250-537-1867

Transitions Thrift Store
#119 - 109 McPhillips Ave
OPEN Tuesday -Saturday

www.iwav.org

Great conversations
don't start themselves.

From first dates fo Main Street meet-ups
fo the last virtual call of the day. Turn to
the local news to spark your next great
conversation... 9in 10 Canadians do.

Visit ChampionTheTruth.ca

Driftwood

CANADA'S NEWS MEDIA.

oaacos () CHAMPION
Médias d'Info Canada @ THE TRUTH.

Windsor Plywood

SALT SPRING

ISLANDERS

Physician reflects on ‘pretirement’

Long-serving family physician
talks about past, present and
future passions

BY EMELIE PEACOCK
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

It's a bittersweet feeling to hand over his
family practice to a new incoming doctor,
says long-serving Salt Spring Island physician
David Butcher.

While it could be called a retirement,
Butcher is quick to point out this change
is rather a “pretirement” as he will still be
working in Lady Minto Hospital, as well as
quality consulting and providing a leader-
ship role with Island Health. Amidst a grow-
ing family physician shortage across B.C.,
Edmonton-based physician Dr. Dianne Schul-
dhaus is taking over Dr. Butcher’s patient list
as of Sept. 6.

Butcher came to Salt Spring and started
practising as a family doctor in 2012. He
hails from Northern Alberta, Yorkshire to be
exact, where he and another long-serving
and now retired Salt Spring doc David Bea-
ver were both born. He later made his way
west, growing up in Surrey and Cloverdale.

A fateful visit to the hospital courtesy
of his family’s doctor at age six started his
career path.

“l announced that | was going to be a doc-
tor, and nobody ever let me forget it,” he
remembered.

Butcher went into UBC's medical program
initially wanting to be an orthopaedic sur-
geon, yet not wanting to get stuck doing
one thing in medicine he instead opted for
family medicine and graduated in 1985.
With some added anaesthesia training after
med school as well as additional emergency
medicine and orthopaedic training in New
Zealand, Butcher returned at a time when
B.C. was restricting billing numbers to get
physicians from the city into rural areas. As
a result, Butcher began doing locum place-
ments in Hope and dabbled with the idea
of putting down roots there, however, there
were no billing numbers available in that
town at the time.

Instead he crossed the
country to take a posi-
tion with Queens’ north-
ern medicine program in
Moose Factory, Ontario.

“[1] went north to work
in a rural First Nations set-
ting with fly-in clinics up
and down the west coast
of James Bay and absolute-
ly loved it,” he said.

Butcher enjoyed the
variety of work he encoun-
tered on a near-daily basis
as well as having to work
through many things with-
out a specialist right beside
him.

PH: 250-537-5564 - FAX: 250-537-1207

RAINBOW ROAD

Mon to Fri 7am to 5pm / Saturdays 8am to 5pm
Closed Sundays and holidays

BEDDIS ROAD
Mon to Fri 6:30am to 3pm

saltspring@windsorplywood.com

“1 really enjoyed the
people, I loved being in
a small rural community
where people were quite
self-sufficient . . . it was an
excellent introduction to
First Nations,” he added.

Wanting to keep himself

0@

COURTESY DAVID BUTCHER
Dr. David Butcher, who will continue to work
at Lady Minto Hospital and in an Island Health
leadership role, but not in family practice.

skilled in the anaesthesia medicine he had
learned and not having a lot of activity at
the surgical program, Butcher then went
north to Yellowknife, Northwest Territo-
ries for a summer locum posting. “Within a
couple of weeks of arriving there, absolutely
loved it and decided to stay,” he said.

"It's a very bittersweet decision
in that 1 will very much miss the
relationships that I've developed
with patients that I've been caring
for for the last 10 years."”

DR. DAVID BUTCHER
Salt Spring physician

Butcher was in the city from 1991 to 2003
and eventually became involved with medi-
cal politics during a time of crisis in primary
care in the territory. He then moved to an
executive position at the outset of the cre-
ation of Northern Health, in Prince George,
and lived there with his young family. He
now has two daughters and two grandchil-
dren.

In 2012, Butcher said serendipity led him
to Salt Spring. Having left Northern Health
and going back into family practice after
years away from it, Butcher had to complete
some refresher training and three to six
months in a mentored role. Both Dr. John
Morse and Dr. Shane Barclay were friends of
Butcher’s from their time in Yellowknife and
told him Salt Spring was a good a place as
any to get back into family medicine.

Butcher ended up being mentored by Dr.
Beaver and setting up practice with him.

“So, like many of my career choices, |
stepped into it and it just absolutely felt
right,” he said.

He spent eight and a half years at Beaver'’s
clinic until he closed his family practice, at
which point he moved to the Salt Spring

Health Centre.

“Although the geography is different, it
felt familiar,” Butcher said of his move from
the north to the island. “There’s a very artistic
community, there’s a lot of very interesting
and unique people on Salt Spring, just as
there were in Yellowknife.”

Despite being 2,300 kilometres south of
Yellowknife, Butcher said the northern city
is “much like an island in that while you
can drive off it, it is a very long drive to any-
where."”

As he eases into “pretirement,” Butcher
will be filling his free time with reconnecting
with his musical roots, both in choral music
with Bach on the Rock as well as playing
the double bass with the Salt Strings, for-
merly Orchestra 101, chamber ensemble. He
has also begun playing with the World Doc-
tors Orchestra, a Berlin-based ensemble of
musicians who are also physicians and other
healthcare professionals, who play classical
concerts around the world.

“So that’s become my latest passion proj-
ect,” he said.

“It's a very bittersweet decision in that |
will very much miss the relationships that I've
developed with patients that I've been car-
ing for for the last 10 years. It's been a real
privilege to have their trust and to be able
to care for them” through very challenging
and also good times. Butcher added he feels
extremely lucky with the timing of Dr. Schuld-
haus’ arrival and her ability to take over from
him at this time, but also feels for the people
who are not able to find a family physician on
the island.

“Family medicine is at a tipping point,” he
said, adding that he has seen it go through
a number of access crises, including the mid-
1990s Ontario doctors strike and the 2000
“rally in the rink” in Prince George when
7,000 people came out to protest the state
of healthcare in northern B.C. While these
crises led to some major changes in terms of
funding of medical care, they didn’t spur a
“fundamental shift in how medical practice is
organized and funded.”

The difference this time around, as B.C.
faces an acute shortage of family physicians,
is that the pushback is being led by patients.

"l think that’s a very powerful thing,
because patients are standing up and saying,
‘This is what we need.’ Rather than physicians
saying, ‘This is what we need to deliver the
care the way we see it."”

“What is becoming more and more appar-
ent, as more and more patients are asking for
it, is to have a team of people working all col-
lectively to meet the needs of patients. And
there have not been the fundamental shifts
in how practice is organised to facilitate that
team-based care,” Butcher said.

And the team needs to be integrated with
nurse practitioners, pharmacists, even den-
tists, social workers and mental health work-
ers, he said.

“I think until we have that societal conver-
sation around how medical practice is orga-
nized, we're not going to get sort of that holy
grail of integrated accessible primary care.”

“The core of family practice is that it's rela-
tionship based and it has continuity,” Butcher
said. “And that's what really makes a differ-
ence both from a patient perspective in terms
of improving health and health outcomes,
and from a physician point of view in sort of
creating satisfaction in the role.”
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MICHAEL EDWARD BERGMAN
1936 ~ 2022

It is with great sadness that the family of Michael
Bergman announce his passing on July 30 2022.
Michael is survived by his son and daughter
along with their families. He was 85 years old.
Michael was born in England in 1936 to Arthur
and Nelly, he was the youngest of 3 children; he
moved to Canada in 1957 initially settling in
Whitby Ontario where he married and had 2
children. After 1969 Michael lived in the area of
Coquitlam BC for the duration of his life. Michael
was an accomplished draftsman and millwright well
known for leading crews replacing large machinery
during industry shutdowns. Michael gravitated to
the ocean enjoying sailing, living on Galiano Island
and travelling to the Bahamas. The family will not
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1935-2022

grandchildren.

overnight canoe trips.

Fickle Fingers.

Love through actions.

of your choice.
*No service by request.

STERLING MCEACHERN

Sterling was born in Lindsay,
Ontario, and graduated from [
Queen’s University as a mechani-
cal engineer. He met Maureen at
Queen’s; they married in 1960
and have four girls and three

Through him, we discovered the love of music,
sports, reading and outdoor adventures, especially

On Salt Spring, Sterling enjoyed square dancing,
Trail and Nature walks, Tai Chi and golfing with the

He showed us the beauty of silence. How to not
take life too seriously. And what a truly good father,
grandfather and husband looks like. Strong. Honest.

Sterling lives on always in our hearts.
*In lieu of flowers, please send donations to a charity
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:EJ Salt Spring Hospice
Looking for

GRIEF
SUPPORT?
Hospice offers 1-on-1

and group help.

(all for info
250-537-2770
250-537-2770 - saltspringhospice.org
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GET RESULTS! Post a classified in
92 newspapers in just a few clicks.
Reach almost 2 million people for
only $395 a week for 25-word text
ad or $995 for small display ad.
Choose your province or all across
Canada. Bestvalue. Save over85%
compared to booking individually.
www.bccommunitynews.com/
advertise or 1-866-669-9222.
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Opportunities Opportunities

THERE WILL BE
A MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE CENTRAL
COMMUNITY HALL
SOCIETY

Wednesday Aug. 17, 2022

LORDGCO

=AUTO PARTS =

A PART OFIT

Our Sechelt location is looking for an
INSIDE SALES REPRESENTATIVE
and a STORE MANAGER

at7.00 pm
inthe lower hall
at 901 North End Road,

Public welcome.

Computer Services

CALL
BOB'S COMPUTER
service for troubleshooting,

software & networking support.
Remote desktop

WE OFFER

Competitive Wages = Medical & Dental Coverage
Retirement Savings Plan « Staff Discounts
Employee Incentive Programs = Health & Wellness Program:
Opportunity for Growth

support available.

250-537-2827
or cel. 250-538-7017
remtech1201@gmail.com

APPLY NOW AT LORDCO.COM/CAREERS

Please back: f ¥ © @LRDCOPARTS
lease back-up
your important data now!

Concrete & Placing Garage Sales Garage Sales

Q! GULF GARAGE/MOVING SALE
COAST Furniture, tools, kitchen stuff, small appliances,
MATER'ALS electronics, books, golf clubs, linens & much more.

;i CASH ONLY.
Serving the Gulf Islands
DATE: SATURDAY, AUGUST 20TH
* Concrete TIME: 9:00 AM
¢ Concrete Pumps LOCATION: ROSCOMMON
« Sand/Rock #26-295 LOWER GANGES ROAD

e Colour & Sealers

Wanted To Buy Employment Opp

Call to schedule

. NUMISMATIST PURCHASING ROCKY MOUNTAIN
material. COIN COLLECTIONS & EQUIPMENT is NOW HIRING:
ACCUMULATIONS! AG Equipment Techs, Heavy
All payments to be made by Royal Canadian Mint, Canada & Equipment Techs - Journeyman

World Collections Wanted.
Also buying 9999 bullion, old
money, jewelry, nuggets,
sterling, gold, silver, coins, bars,

345 Rainbow Road
monster boxes +++
ESTATES WELCOMED!

250-537-2611
Todd 250 864 3521.

Legal Notice Legal Notice Legal Notice

Canadian Navigable Waters Act

& Apprentices, Parts Techs.
View Open Roles & Apply:
www.rockymtn.com/careers.
Relocation and
Signing Bonus Offered.

credit card over the phone.

AK Green Inc. hereby gives notice that an application has been made to the Minister
of Transport, pursuant to the Canadian Navigable Waters Act for approval of the work
described herein and its site and plans.

Pursuant to paragraph 7(2) of the said Act, AK Green, Inc., has deposited with the
Minister of Transport, on the on-line Navigable Waters Registry (http://cps.canada.ca/

and under the NPP File Number #2021-503742, a description of the following work,
its site and plans:

Kelp Cultivation in the waters between Prevost Island and Hawkins’ Islet.

Comments regarding the effect of this work on marine navigation can be sent through
the Common Project Search site mentioned above under the Comment section
(search by the above referenced number) or, by sending your comments directly to the
Navigation Protection Program Pacific, Suite 820 — 800 Burrard Street, Vancouver,
B.C., V6Z 2]8 if you do not have access to the internet

However, comments will be considered only if they are in writing (electronic means
preferable: (NPPPAC-PPNPAC®@tc.ge.ca) and are received not later than 30 days
after the publication of the last notice. Although all comments conforming to the
above will be considered, no individual response will be sent.

THE COPPER KETTLE FOOD PROGRAM ACCEPTS
CASH AND FOOD DONATIONS AT ANY TIME.

Do you have extra fruits and vegetables from your
garden? We have folks who could use them!
Please call 250-537-5863
Copper Kettle Community Partnership
We'’ll come and get them.

fieds" 250-537-9933

OR 1-855-310-3535 « OVER 20,000 CLASSIFIEDS ON-LINE UPDATED DAILY
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THIS WEEK,S Michael O'Connor - Life Coach Astrologer

HOROSCOPE

www.sunstarastrology.com 1-800-836-0648 sunstarastrology@gmail.com*
TIP OF THEWEEK:  READMOREIN MY NEWSLEITER,SIGIUPIS FREEONMIWEBSITE

The Sun leaves Leo and enters Virgo on August 22nd or the 23rd in the east
to begin the third and final period of summer. It does so with Mars just having
entered Gemini where it will remain until March 2023 due to its retrograde cycle.
A planet turning retrograde is a perceptual phenomenon, not actual, but the
perceptual experience of it has both psychological and eventful implications.
What can be described as a counter-culture process occurs with any retrograde
planet, but Mars retrograde can prove extra powerful because it is the planet
of action, the veritable verb in the sentence. So, we should generally expect it
to have an unraveling effect regarding people’s perceptions and interpretations
which are symbolically associated with Gemini Where it is destined to occur in
your own chart and what aspects it will make and, thereby, how it will manifest
is valuable information that can both support you to be consciously aware and
strategically prepared.

Aries (Mar 21- Apr19)

A transition from play to work mode has been underway for a couple of
weeks already and now will deepen somewhat. Yet, Venus in Leo will keep
you playing the game. Your social focus will also increase as Mercury enters
Libra this week. So forget about the cliché that says don't mix business with
pleasure.

Taurus (Apr 20 - May 20)

A creative cycle has been heating up and comes to a boil this week. It will
include diving in deeper somehow. Casting a critical eye on matters could
lead to excellence, unless you point it too hard at people. Focus on making
improvements guided by accomplishment with beautiful results.

Gemini (May 21-Jun 21)

Your energy levels stand to increase steadily over the coming weeks. This
will inspire you to be more social, on one hand, and practically industrious,
on the other. Exploring new horizons has been a strong theme all year and it
will advance to the next level and include more social interaction.

Cancer (Jun 22 - Jul 22)

Paying closer attention to the details will become evident this week. See-
ing the beauty in people and things is featured. Beyond aesthetics alone,
your focus could turn to deeper layers, such as seeing the heart, soul and
essence of people you love. Feeling gratitude is implied and could have a
heart-opening effect.

Leo (Jul 23 - Aug 23)

The time has come to get down to business. This will increase an already
strong urge for creative self-expression. Mercury entering Libra will sharp-
en your mind and increase your overall state of awareness. Mars in Gemini
could manifest as a rebellious urge so focus to direct it constructively.
Virgo (Aug 24 - Sep 22)

The Sunin your sign will activate a pioneering impulse. Sometimes it takes
awhileto really take root, but the germination begins this week. Yet, rather
than getting chatty about it, a contemplative mood will prevail leading you
tolisten more and talk less. Allow silence to lead you to listen within.
Libra (Sep 23 - 0ct 22)

Hopefully you have been able to get some of your ‘ya-ya's'fulfilled. The shift
into Virgo time could have a retreat-oriented effect. Yet, Mercury in your
sign could have the opposite effect leading you to want to express yourself.
Mars in Gemini will also increase your urge be adventurous.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)

A shift into increased independence is likely this week. In the deep end, it
could manifest as a soul-searching process. You will likely be presented with
conflicting options and discerning which the best approach is will require
calculated thinking. Acquiring new tools and methods is indicated.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec21)

Your mood and focus will shift to more practical matters this week, but not
entirely. You will also feel more social and cultural activities will continue to
hold strong appeal. Yet, voicing your opinion could acquire a sharper edge
as you question assumptions whether they are your own or others.
Capricorn (Dec22 - Jan 19)

Virgo time is one during which you are inclined to pay closer attention to
the details of the higger picture. An intellectually stimulating if challenging
time could result in seeing people and situations more clearly. Expect your
opinion and understanding of matters to undergo change.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feh 19)

An impulse to dive into the deep end could manifest literally or symboli-
callystarting this week. Your perceptions will also take a more philosophical
tum as you ask harder questions. The focus could include seeing and under-
standing people and circumstances more fully.

Pisces (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

Your focus will take a strong turn to emphasize the importance and quality
of your relationships. These could be personal but also social and profes-
sional. Your willingness to give more, to be more focused on tasks is im-
portant. Some measure of research is indicated and could prove profitable.
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Galiano shares ecological footprint analysis

Community’s environmental
impact measured in formal study

BY EMELIE PEACOCK
DRIFTWOOD STAFF

The results are in: If everyone in the world lived like
residents of Galiano Island, 4.3 Earths would be needed to
sustain the global human population.

That conclusion comes from a two-year study done by
the Galiano Conservancy Association together with part-
ners, one of the first small island communities in the world
to undergo an ecological footprint study.

The footprint started at UBC in the 1990s as a tool to
calculate “the amount of productive land and water
required to produce the resources they consume and to
absorb the wastes they generate,” the conservancy stated.
Results are measured in global hectares, a “biologically
productive hectare with globally average productivity for
that year.” What this analysis demonstrates is that climate
change is a symptom of overshoot, with human demands
“outstripping the regenerative capacity of the biosphere.”

Footprint calculations have been done for Victoria
and Vancouver — which would need 3.5 Earths — and in
smaller communities like Saanich and Powell River. The
only other small island community that has done a foot-
print calculation is Helgoland, Germany, making this study
the first of its kind for a small Canadian island, population
1,396.

The global average ecological footprint is 1.7 Earths, far
lower than Galiano’s, yet Galiano’s footprint is lower than
Canada'’s average of 5.1 Earths. In some areas such as food,
consumables and waste, Galiano is below the average for
B.C. jurisdictions. In other areas, including developed area,
electricity use and air travel, the island is above average.

The report’s intent, co-authors Michelle Thompson
and Adam Huggins wrote, is not to “pressure or guilt
individual island residents” but rather to “help inform
conversations about community-scale responses to the
climate, biodiversity and social crises that characterize this
moment in time.”

While action at the provincial, federal and international
level are outside the scope of the report and comprise
around 40 per cent of the footprint, the other 60 per cent
or 2.6 Earths can be influenced by local community action.
The study outlines 10 recommendations for local action
to reduce the footprint, which would require community
consultation and setting goals together to start working
on.
Galiano has a long history of banding together for a
cause, Thompson said, and many issues are already being
tackled by local grassroots initiatives. One of the recom-
mended actions is to support efforts like the Galiano
Club’s community food programming and the Galiano
Recycling Resources Society, which are “foundational”
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for meeting the one planet goal.
According to a one planet scenar-
io adapted to Galiano by the BCIT
Centre for Ecocities, an 80 per cent
reduction in food waste and a 50
per cent reduction in solid waste
are required.

The study also looked at the
biocapacity of the island, meaning
the biological productivity of the
terrestrial and marine ecosystems
on the island.

“We were able to see that we
are very biocapacity rich,” Thomp-
son noted, adding that perhaps
Galiano needs to be a “biocapac-
ity steward” so that cities like Van-
couver can exist into the future.

To this end, the study suggested
a new target of 50 per cent of
the island’s biocapacity through
"efforts to protect intact ecosys-
tems, restore degraded areas,

enhance productivity and apply
ecosystem-based management”
while ensuring Indigenous peo-
ples and others can make “sus-
tainable use of island resources.”

The conservancy noted that part-time
residents as well as tourists double the
ecological footprint of the island.

The largest contributor to the footprint was transporta-
tion, the area where the community can also make the
most impact. The BCIT one planet scenario called for a
50 per cent decrease in the island’s vehicle fleet and 100
per cent electrification of all transport, including vehicles,
boats and ferries. Actions suggested in the report included
advocating to BC Ferries to electrify their fleet, “creating
active transport infrastructure, supporting the adop-
tion of electric vehicles, improving public transportation
options, and experimenting with island-adapted transport
solutions [for example] electric truck co-op, delivery ser-
vices, vehicle sharing, revival of canoe culture.”

One of the more shocking findings for Thompson was
how much space the island’s built area took up. The
community “claims a very large spatial area relative to
its population for roads, structures, clearings and other
infrastructure,” the report noted. This “rural sprawl”
has negative impacts on “ecosystem connectivity, island
biodiversity and access to harvest areas.” The report, and
Thompson, acknowledged that there is no easy fix in
this area and efforts at densification face hurdles such as
groundwater availability.

The conservancy noted that part-time residents as well
as tourists double the ecological footprint of the island.

“Interviewees associated this increased population with
increased traffic and development, increased water use,
decreased availability of housing, and decreased access to
harvesting areas are associated with increased population;
at the same time, interviewees recognized some economic
and cultural benefits provided by the seasonal popula-
tion,” the report stated.

The interviews were conducted as part of an “ecological
fingerprint,” to evaluate attitudes, self-image and intrin-
sic values of the community with respect to resource use.

Through interviews with older community members,
Thompson noted the felt loss of the fishing and forestry
trades. One recommended action is reviving the local
economy for both forest and marine resources.

Other recommended actions included investing in a
Southern Gulf Island-wide circular economy and widening
the use of technologies and practices such as composting
toilets and rainwater harvesting.

The report stated that all action should be guided by
concepts of reconciliation, resurgence and landback and
that “the Indigenous lifeways that were practised in the
Salish Sea prior to colonization provide the ultimate,
locally adapted example of ‘One Planet Living."”

Having done the legwork adapting the footprint meth-
odology to the island, finding data and filling data gaps
through community surveys, Thompson said other islands
who want to do such an analysis will be able to pull from
their work. A spreadsheet will be posted on the project
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An artistic rendering of Galiano Island by Gitxsan artist Shar Wilson greets visitors of an
interactive online map explaining the key findings of a footprint analysis of the island.

webpage that people can download and apply data to
in order to get a rough estimate of biocapacity and con-
sumption for their island. Thompson said other islands
should also reach out to the conservancy if they are inter-
ested.

The conservancy’s goal is to present their findings to the
community and allow community members to let them
know what their priorities are.

“We're trying to throw it back to the community to say,
“Do we want to focus on transportation? Do we want to
rally for more bike lanes or electrification of ferries, or do
we want to focus more on local food systems?,” Thomp-
son said.

A follow-up survey is open for residents to share their
thoughts, and a podcast about the project is in the works.
Visit galianoconservancy.ca/oneisland/ for more detail.

"“A lot of people have climate anxiety and they feel like
a lot of it is not in our own hands...but through this proj-
ect we were trying to bring it to the community’s hands,”
Thompson said. “If you're getting discouraged in your
individual actions . . . let’s join together as a community
and try to do something together.”
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