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DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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GAME ON: Hockey players hit the ice on the south-east side of Cusheon Lake on Saturday, a rare sight during a Salt Spring winter. The 
Driftwood has photos of Cusheon Lake hockey players from Jan. 13, 1993,  believed to be the last time conditions were suitable for skating 
on the island’s second largest lake. An end to freezing temperatures is in sight, though, with warmer days on the way beginning Saturday.

Drivers challenged by weather
Emergency program site off ers condition updates

‘Pirate ship’
rekindles
derelict
debate
Walker Hook sailboat latest to 
plague shoreline 

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Concerns about the implications of der-
elict vessels on the island’s shoreline have 
again resurfaced following the sinking of an 
abandoned sailboat last week near Walker 
Hook.

“Nothing is beyond repair but, I’m sorry 
to say, even I am not prepared to try to fi x 
this,” said Lawrie Neish, a resident of Walker 
Hook Road.

Neish has been watching the dilapidated 
20-foot sailboat drag anchor back and forth 
along the shoreline in front of his waterfront 
home for about a year. The sight of the wreck 
had grown so commonplace outside Neish’s 
home that his visiting grandchildren began 
to call it “the pirate ship.” Earlier this month, 
the vessel became entangled in some fallen 
trees and logs near the high-tide line and 
seems to have found a permanent resting 
place on the shoreline near his property.

Though mooring isn’t permitted in the 
water in front of Neish’s property, accord-
ing to Islands Trust regulations, Neish said 
he’s noticed several buoys appear in recent 
months. The area around Walker Hook is also 
a popular stop for boaters visiting the region.

“We had several new arrivals last year,” 
he said. “I have no problem with people 
mooring their vessels near the hook, it’s 
when people leave them behind that there’s 
a problem.”

Neish said he suspects the derelict 
arrived following a “clean-up” of Lady-
smith Harbour last year.
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Image feast
Photo club show now on
PAGE 10

Aqua magazine
Our ‘forget about winter’ issue!

INSIDE

$125
(incl. GST)

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Tow-truck operator Ron Dewar’s phone 
began to ring off the hook again over the 
weekend as drivers across Salt Spring con-
tended with winter’s latest blast of snow, ice 
and sleet.

“I had a million phone calls but couldn’t do 
anything because there was nothing you can 
do,” he said. “It was just solid ice.”

Subzero temperatures and nearly two cen-
timetres of wet snow was enough to send 

vehicles careening across roads and into 
ditches for much of Saturday afternoon.

RCMP Cpl. Darren Lagan said the Salt 
Spring detachment received one report 
of a minor collision but noted there were 
numerous unreported incidents of vehicles 
sliding off the slick island roads.

Crews from Mainroad Contracting’s Salt 
Spring yard were out in force to clear the 
island’s major roads by late Saturday after-
noon, but many islanders took to social 
media on Monday to report that minor 

roads in their neighbourhoods had yet to 
be cleared.

“Mount Belcher and Wilkie Way roads are 
a solid sheet of ice,” wrote Janice Dickie on 
the Gulf Islands Driftwood Facebook page. 
“As of 8:50 [Monday] morning, no salt or 
gravel was visible on these roads.”

Other commenters related their expe-
rience of “ice rink” conditions on Horel, 
Dukes and Shepherd Hills roads.

VESSELS  continued on 5ICE & SNOW  continued on  4
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www.prepareyourself.ca

POD refers to a Neighbourhood 
Emergency Response program on 
Salt Spring Island.  

The program’s main goal is to connect neighbours to 
neighbours specifi cally for emergency preparedness, 
mitigation and response.  There are currently 54 PODs 
with over 350 leaders identifi ed on Salt Spring Island.  If 
you would like to be a part of the POD program or fi nd 
out more information please contact Laurel Hanley at 
ssidepc@crd.bc.ca or leave a message at 250 537-1220.

http://www.crd.bc.ca/service/fi re-
burning/salt-spring-island-fi re-and-
emergency-services

What does 
POD mean?

POD refers to a Neighbourhood 
Emergency Response program on 
Salt Spring Island.  

What does What does 
POD mean?POD mean?

CourT

Ganges court witnesses unusual conviction in absentia
Alcohol fuels busy 
court session 

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A provincial court judge issued a 
warrant for the arrest of Salt Spring’s 
Simon Walker on Monday after he 
was tried in absentia and found 
guilty of assaulting a former partner.

Judge Adrian Brooks said he chose 
to hear the case without Walker 
because of the seriousness of the 
crime, the testimony’s emotional 
nature and travel requirements for 
witnesses involved in the case.

“I am also of the view that Mr. 
Walker is doing what he can to avoid 
dealing with matters before the 
court,” said Judge Brooks.

Walker had not arranged for 
defence counsel to represent him 
at the trial, which stems from an 
incident that occurred in December 
2015.

Following testimony provided by 
the victim and an RCMP officer who 
attended the case, Judge Brooks said 
he is satisfied beyond any reason-
able doubt that Walker is guilty of 
assault.

Community service 
imposed for rampage 

A former Salt Spring resident 
charged with resisting arrest dur-
ing a drunken outburst at Thrifty 
Foods in Ganges last February will 
get a second chance and no crimi-
nal record following her guilty plea 
in court Monday morning.

Staff at the grocery store called 
9-1-1 when Emily Girard and 
another woman refused to leave 
the building after they were seen 
swearing at customers and throw-
ing products.

Once RCMP arrived on scene, 
court heard that it took three offi-
cers to pull Girard out from under-
neath a vehicle parked outside the 
store and eventually arrest the sus-
pect. Girard is said to have nearly 
obtained control of an officer’s 
baton during the melee.

Girard, who has no criminal 
record, received a four-month con-
ditional discharge during which 
time she is not to enter Thrifty 
Foods on Salt Spring, must perform 
10 hours of community service 
and write a letter of apology to Salt 
Spring RCMP.

Second chance 

A 29-year-old Salt Spring man 
received a four-month conditional 
sentence and will need to undertake 
15 hours of community service after 
he pleaded guilty to a mischief charge 
incurred during a violent outburst in 
a police cruiser on June 21, 2016.

Dorion Balec, 29, was taken into 
custody by an RCMP officer when 
he refused to provide officers with 
a breath sample during a routine 
impaired driving roadblock.

Court heard that Balec became 
“agitated and confrontational,” even-
tually resulting in his pushing an offi-
cer, Crown counsel Leah Fontaine 
told the court. Balec is reported to 
have kicked the cruiser’s roof and a 
rear door while seated in the car’s 
back seat.

Speaking in his client’s defence, 
lawyer John Davies said Balec has 
undertaken important steps to get 
his life on track since the incident. 
These include paying to clean the 
police cruiser, writing a letter of apol-
ogy, attending counselling and not 
drinking alcohol.

The conditional discharge means 
Balec will not be saddled with a crim-

inal record if he respects conditions 
of his probation, which prohibit him 
from consuming or possessing alco-
hol.

Gun ban imposed
A two-year firearms and weapons 

ban was imposed on a Salt Spring 
man found in possession of a rifle 
without a licence.

The case dates back to November 
2015, when RCMP officers received a 
call from a resident in the Musgrave 
Landing area concerned about the 
sound of gunshots. The caller said 
he’d heard at least 70 shots coming 
from the woods near his home at 
around 11 p.m.

While driving along Musgrave 
Road to investigate the complaint, 
Salt Spring RCMP encountered Lanc 
Seidel with three friends in a grey 
Dodge Ram pick-up truck. 

Police discovered two guns, one 
of which belonged to Seidel, who 
did not have a valid firearms licence, 
along with ammunition.

Court heard that Seidel’s weapon 
held sentimental value and that he 
was firing off some “last rounds” in 
the relatively unpopulated area along 

Musgrave Road.
“He admits to having acted inap-

propriately, and he understands the 
serious responsibility that gun own-
ership and possession entails,” said 
defence counsel Tybring Hemphill. “I 
think it is fair to say that his attitude 
on that day harkens back to a differ-
ent time, and he understands that.” 

No-contact order 
Tyler Byron pleaded guilty to 

criminal harassment and mischief in 
Ganges Court Monday morning for 
his role in a disturbing incident that 
dates back to April 30, 2016.

Court heard that Byron and a 
friend approached two people inside 
a parked vehicle on Seaview Avenue, 
urging them to exit the car. When the 
occupants failed to comply, the two 
men attempted to open the locked 
doors and began to kick the vehicle’s 
passenger door. 

Defence counsel Tybring Hemphill 
said Byron appears to have been “fol-
lowing along with a friend and got 
caught up in the moment.”

Judge Brooks imposed a 12-month 
no-contact order between Byron and 
the vehicle’s occupants.

HouSING

Copper Kettle plugs housing  project
Housing group to host 
Jan. 15 meeting

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Cherie Geauvreau feels the 
time is right to finally make a 
much-needed community hous-
ing initiative a reality on the 
island.

An unprecedented need among 
Salt Spring’s homeless popula-
tion, the convergence of sev-
eral community groups and the 
availability of land near Ganges, 
she said, have placed her Cop-
per Kettle Community Partner-
ship closer than ever to building 
a multi-unit, supported-housing 
project and permaculture farm 
for islanders in need.

“I just think it’s going to hap-
pen and so does everybody 
else,”Geauvreau said. “It’s been 
worth the effort because now we 
have the opportunity to prove to 
the world that it can be done with 
community partnerships.”

“Everyone we talk to is really 
excited about the whole idea.”

To generate momentum for the 
project, Geauvreau and her team 
of volunteers will host a town hall 
and potluck event on Sunday 
afternoon beginning at 4:30 at 
All Saints by-the-Sea Church (110 
Park Dr.).

The event will feature repre-
sentatives from various commu-
nity groups that have expressed 
an interest in what is known as 
the “wagon wheel plan” and seek 
potential fundraising opportuni-
ties to acquire land and complete 
the project.

“It’s really preliminary,” she 

said. “We can’t do anything until 
we buy the land.”

Geauvreau said the Agricul-
tural Land Commission’s deci-
sion to deny a Capital Regional 
District application for non-farm 
use of land at 181 Brinkworthy 
Rd. has created an unprecedent-
ed opportunity for community 
housing on the island.

Geauvreau said she envisions 
housing in a farm setting where 
residents can employ permacul-
ture techniques to farm the land 
and generate modest revenue to 
sustain the project. 

Sunday’s meeting will also 
tackle Salt Spring’s lack of suffi-
cient laundry facilities for island-
ers, she added.

Further information about the 
event is available from Geau-
vreau at 250-537-1027 or Shelly 
Mahoney at newshell@telus.net. 
The group has also established 
a website (www.copperkettlessi.
com) and Facebook page with 
information about the wagon 
wheel and other Copper Kettle 
Community Partnership initia-
tives.

fIrE CAllS

Chimney fires erupt during continuing cold period
Safe cleaning practices 
recommended

By ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Unusually cold weather and greater reli-
ance on wood heat resulted in multiple 
calls for Salt Spring Fire-Rescue during the 
first week of 2017. 

The department responded to three sep-

arate chimney fires in a single week begin-
ning Monday, Jan. 2, among 30 calls for 
service.

“Make sure if you are using a wood stove 
to ensure the chimney is clean and in good 
working order,” advised Salt Spring Fire 
Chief Arjuna George. 

Firefighters were also called to a structure 
fire on Sky Valley Road around 1 p.m. on 
Friday. George said the fire started outside 
on the porch. The owner of the house was 

not home at the time of the fire.
“The downstairs occupant was alerted to 

the fire by smoke in the lower suite. With 
aid from her neighbour they began sup-
pression efforts with a garden hose until fire 
crews arrived,” the fire chief reported. 

A total of 17 firefighters attended the inci-
dent. They were able to contain the fire to 
the outside of the structure with damage 
only sustained to the exterior wall.  

“This was an extremely close call, where 

in mere minutes the fire would have spread 
into the house,” George said.

The cause of the fire appears to have been 
hot ash that dropped on the deck after a fire-
place clean-out.  

“The safest way to clean out your firebox 
is to remove the ash, and place it in a large 
metal container,” George said. “Place the ash 
away from combustibles and store until cold 
throughout. Cold ash is also a great addition 
to your compost bin.”

“I just think it’s 
going to happen 
and so does 
everybody else.” 
CHERIE GEAUVREAU
Copper Kettle Community 
Partnership
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
Copper Kettle Housing event : 
Sunday, JANUARY 15  
All Saints By-the-Sea, 4:30 p.m. 

fIrE dIstrICt

Fire department dissolution deemed ‘not impossible’
But lack of service 
scenario raises 
variety of issues

by SeaN MCINtyRe aNd 
eLIZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Whether or not the Salt Spring 
Fire Protection District should 
continue or be dissolved could 
resume as a topic of discussion 
with the nomination period for 
five new trustees closing this Fri-
day and an election set for Feb. 11

A spokesperson from the Office 
of the Fire Commissioner has con-
firmed that dissolution of a com-
munity fire department in British 
Columbia might be unprecedent-
ed but certainly isn’t impossible.

“Yes, fire suppression is a volun-
tary service provided by local gov-
ernments,” a senior public affairs 
officer with Emergency Manage-
ment BC said when asked if it’s 
possible for a community of 10,000 
residents to have no fire depart-
ment.

That being said, however, the 
spokesperson said he’s unaware of 
any similar situation occurring in 
the past.

Insight from the provincial gov-
ernment follows the resignation 
of four of six fire district trustees 
in late October and a subsequent 
call to dissolve the fire district by 
former trustee Norbert Schlenker.

In a website launched in Novem-
ber 2016, Schlenker outlined why 
he believes dissolving the fire dis-
trict is the only way for the com-
munity to bring union-mandated 
costs associated with wages and 
benefits for career firefighters 
under control. 

Schlenker said the district’s pro-
jected costs for staff, equipment 
and facility upgrades are unsus-
tainable and beyond the means of 
island ratepayers. According to his 
calculations, the additional cost of 
fire insurance would be less than 
Salt Springers’ proportion of prop-
erty tax paid to the fire service.

The Ministry of Community, 
Sport and Cultural Development 
confirmed dissolution could be 
discussed once a by-election has 
been held and the SSFPD has quo-
rum. 

“Dissolution of an improve-
ment district generally follows a 
process driven by the local body. 
The governing body, and in this 
case the board of trustees, must 
have enough information to dem-
onstrate to its constituents what 
would happen if the improvement 
district were to dissolve and then 
facilitate a discussion with their 
constituents. The board can report 
back on the extent of support or 
opposition and present a plan for 
disbursement or resolution of the 
assets and liabilities of the corpo-
ration,” the ministry supplied.

The ministry also outlined how a 

local government body could take 
on service delivery by assuming 
assets, debts and contracts. It did 
not explain how these would be 
managed without another body to 
take them over.

Fire Underwriters Survey 
weighs in

Though Schlenker suggests the 
added insurance costs of having 
no fire protection would be a better 
deal than what island ratepayers 
face down the road, the organiza-
tion that helps set fire insurance 
rates in Canada is less certain that 
coverage would be provided to 
properties without fire protection.

The Fire Underwriters Survey 
advises the industry on how to 
set fire insurance rates by grading 
communities’ fire protection levels. 
Michael Currie, FUS director for 
Western Canada, said insurance 
companies don’t usually deviate 
much from the annual recommen-
dation, but if they have experienced 
a lot of losses associated with a 
particular risk — such as farms or 
remote, unprotected areas — dur-
ing the past year they would adjust 
rates to reflect that. 

FUS grades for residential dwell-
ings and commercial dwellings let 
insurers know how much risk they 
can expect to find, compared to the 
fire protection services available. 

Companies are looking to pay 
out less than they receive in premi-
ums in order to have a profit. 

“For example, compare a 
detached dwelling property insured 
in a community with no fire protec-
tion recognized for fire insurance 
grading to a property with identi-
cal characteristics in a community 
with a fire insurance grade that cor-
relates to ‘protected.’ The difference 
in fire insurance rates could be as 

much as 70 per cent per year,” Cur-
rie wrote in an article on the history 
of fire grades.  

There is also no guarantee that 
fire insurance would be available 
to homes where there is no fire pro-
tection, even if people were will-
ing to pay higher rates. In the past, 
insurance companies were bolster-
ing profits by investing in the stock 
market, but Currie said this has 
changed with the worsened finan-
cial situation. Companies are there-
fore “probably becoming a little 
more risk-averse and underwriting 
more carefully,” he explained. 

“In many communities in Can-
ada, particularly remote and rural, 
insurance companies have low-lev-
el capacity for those kinds of risks,” 
Currie said. “In the past they may 
have been willing to put $100 mil-
lion at risk across Canada. If they 
have a bad year, though, they might 
lower the line and someone might 
wind up without insurance — they 
could say ‘No, we’re not offering 
that product.’”

Emergency services 
disaster

Salt Spring’s Emergency Services 
Program coordinator Elizabeth Zook 
said having some sort of service is 
absolutely necessary for an emer-
gency event. 

“It’s vital for the safety of the 
island,” she said.

Zook said joint emergency team 
exercises during the past few years 
have been focused on building com-
munity resilience to wide-scale disas-
ters, including wildfires. Although 
the fire department’s education team 
has been working on mitigation 
through the FireSmart program, a 
single house fire could easily expand 
to engulf nearby homes or entire 
neighbourhoods.

“You cannot be living in a com-
munity such as ours without a fire 
service. If you saw what happened in 
Fort McMurray and how devastating 
that was, you can imagine what it 
would be like in our community with 
our island’s two-lane roads,” Zook 
said.

Two years of drought conditions 
haven’t helped, but relying on the 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natu-
ral Resource Operations to take over 
in a wildfire would depend on what 
resources might be available when 
other events are taking place around 
the province. 

“If it’s a bad summer in B.C., the 
Ministry of Forests only has so many 
supplies,” Zook said. “And if they have 
to bring in people flown in through 
mutual aid agreements with other 
provinces or the United States, that’s 
a time lag that could take days.”

Some want out, others 
want in

While many islanders might 
like to escape the burden of fire 
service taxes, others who could 
have enjoyed that freedom actu-
ally sought to end it. The dis-
trict’s boundaries — which do not 
include much of the Mount Tuam 
and Musgrave region — have been 
amended nine times since it was 

incorporated on Nov. 24, 1959. The 
most recent were for subdivisions 
on Anna’s Drive in 2003 and Hamil-
ton-Horne Road in 2006.

A boundary adjustment appli-
cation to include the 27-property 
Skywater strata is currently under 
consideration with the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council.

Brent Taylor, a partner in Polar-
is Land Surveying, acted as agent 
for Skywater’s owners when they 
petitioned the district to include 
the development in 2014-15. He 
has helped various clients through 
the same process when looking to 
improve or develop their proper-
ties.

Taylor said in the past there were 
provisions for the fire department 
to aid structure fires outside the dis-
trict boundary. While the insurance 
benefit is one reason for joining, he 
said, “I think the main thing is the 
comfort in knowing someone will 
answer your 911 call.”

As currently structured, Salt 
Spring Fire-Rescue can respond to 
calls from outside the boundary 
only at the request of BC Ambu-
lance, the RCMP or the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations. There is no 
other body authorized to respond 
to residential or other structure 
fires. 

Forest fires only
According to Emergency Man-

agement BC, the BC Wildfire Ser-
vice serves unprotected districts 
but only to fight forest fires. 

“The BCWS does not engage in 
structural firefighting. The provi-
sion of fire services is a local gov-
ernment decision,” information 
given by Emergency Management 
BC states. 

Based on this fact, Taylor feels the 
risks of abandoning fire protection 
outweigh the tax savings. 

“I understand the community is 
concerned about the cost and the 
contractual arrangement with the 
union, but if I was a landowner on 
Salt Spring I think it would be short-
sighted to disband the fire depart-
ment,” Taylor said.

“From my perspective, the big 
problem now would be that knowl-
edge of not being in the fire district, 
the only fire protection you have 
is whatever you can do as a home-
owner, which is essentially noth-
ing,” he added. “Not having it, as a 
homeowner, terrifies me.”

Fire district election 
When former trustee Schlen-

ker resigned from the fire board, 
he called on potential candidates 
to step forward to run for the five 
seats on a platform of dissolving 
the fire protection district. With the 
nomination deadline set for this 
Friday, Jan. 13, we will find out if 
any individuals or slates decide to 
pursue election based on a dissolu-
tion proposal.  

photo coURtESY SSifpD

Salt Spring fire-Rescue on scene at a Beaver point Road structure fire on Boxing Day.

“You cannot be living 
in a community such 
as ours without a fire 
service.” 
ELIZABETH ZOOK
Coordinator,
SS Emergency Program
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WE VALUE YOUR 
PROPERTY AS MUCH 

AS YOU DO.
If you’re among BC’s approximately 2 million property owners, 

you should receive your 2017 property assessment in the mail 

early in January. If you haven’t, call us toll-free at 1-866-valueBC.

Access and compare property assessment information using 

our free e-valueBC service on bcassessment.ca. The 2017 

assessments are based on market value as of July 1, 2016.

If you have questions or want more information, contact us at 

1-866-valueBC or online at bcassessment.ca. The deadline to fi le 

an appeal for your assessment is January 31, 2017.

We Value BC

For more property information, 
assessment highlights and videos visit

bcassessment.ca

         

Most drivers heeding conditions

Elizabeth Zook, who coordi-
nates the Capital Regional Dis-
trict’s Salt Spring Island Emer-
gency Program, said she and her 
team have been busy commu-
nicating with road crews, the 
school district and BC Hydro to 
keep islanders informed about 
the latest road conditions since 

the snow and ice arrived in ear-
nest in early December.

“We have a relationship,” she 
said. “With Mainroad, we call 
every morning and talk, and if 
it’s a bad snow day, we talk more 
than once.”

Zook said the emergency pro-
gram released 19 road and weath-
er advisories in December. She 
said that’s well above the level for 
an average year.

“We put notices up whenever 

we can,” she said. “We’re trying to 
fill a gap.”

Notices are sent to emergency 
response organizations and post-
ed on the Salt Spring Emergency 
Program Facebook page. Zook 
wants residents from across the 
island to share information about 
conditions in their neighbour-
hood on the site.

“Mainroad has been good,” 
she said. “They’ve been trying 
to keep up with this, and there 
are challenges. The roads can get 
really treacherous. People have 
just got to get that it’s icy.”

An upside to the extended win-
ter road conditions, Zook said, is 
that island drivers appear to be 
developing better driving habits: 
more people are slowing down, 
g iving each other  space and 
allowing more time to reach their 
destination.

For tow-truck operators like 
Dewar, however, experience has 
shown that ensuring vehicles 
are ready for winter conditions 
is always a good idea. He rec-
ommends proper tires between 
October and May to make sure 
vehicles can handle all the slime, 
muck and snow the winter season 
has to offer.

“I don’t think I’ve ever towed 
anybody who had snow tires,” he 
said. “If you don’t have suitable 
tires, then it’s just not worth tak-
ing the chance.” 

ISlANdS TruST

First Nations policy amended
Trust strives to overcome 
‘arm-wrestling approach’

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Islands Trust is heading into 2017 
with a new approach to First Nations 
issues the organization hopes will con-
tribute to permanent and meaningful 
change.

A staff report presented to trustees 
meeting at their Islands Trust Council 
meeting on Salt Spring in December  out-
lines how and why the organization will 
amend its official policy statement to 
foster a “sincere relationship” with First 
Nations groups.

“This is a significant shift for Islands 
Trust. We are reconciling our organiza-
tional history with that of the emerging 
common law in Canada that acknowl-
edges that First Nations have never had 
their rights and title fully extinguished,” 
reads part of a Dec. 7 request for decision 
presented to trustees. “Dealing with these 
emerging issues head on and with a sense 
of humility seems like the best approach.”

The process will redefine the Trust’s 
relationship with First Nations by amend-
ing the government body’s policy state-
ment in collaboration with First Nations 
and other members of the public. 

“Embarking on this work will trigger 
our obligation for ‘early and meaningful’ 
engagement with First Nations,” reads 
part of the RFD. “Rather than approach 
this in a conventional write-a-letter or 
check-the-box sort of process, let us 
instead earn the trust of First Nations, so 
we can ask them to help us define our 
future and shape our policy statement to 

reflect that.”
Trust Council members voted to 

strengthen relationships with First 
Nations groups by setting up the First 
Nations Engagement Principles Imple-
mentation Project in September of 2016. 
That discussion followed findings of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission as 
well as the landmark 2014 Supreme Court 
of Canada decision to grant title over 
crown land to members of the Tsilhqot’in 
Nation in B.C.’s Chilcotin region.

The ongoing project has coincided with 
the Islands Trust’s hiring of a senior inter-
governmental policy advisor last year to 
handle First Nations matters and a budget 
of nearly $85,000 to undertake the work 
within the next 18 months.

Reece Harding, a lawyer with Young 
Anderson who gave trustees and audience 
members at last month’s Trust Council 
session a legal primer on First Nations 
matters within the Trust area, said resolv-
ing a course of action to establish a suit-
able relationship with First Nations is no 
longer optional as communities transition 
into an era of reconciliation and new legal 
precedents.

“We are all here to stay so we have to 
deal with this,” Harding said. “It’s not 
something we can put in the rearview 
mirror and watch go away.”

The Trust’s 18-month schedule aims to 
teach the public, Trust staff and elected 
officials about First Nations’ connection 
to the land and water of the Trust area, 
engage First Nations groups in “direct 
and courageous dialogue about topics of 
real interest” and explore what changes 
can be made within the Islands Trust 
organization to better share indigenous 
knowledge.

PhoTo bY PATRiciA RobiTAillE 

rEACH for THE ToP: A buck finds arbutus leaves on a 
tree outside the photographer’s Sky Valley Road front door the 
most accessible food around, with a fresh snowfall covering other 
sources of nourishment.

PhoTo bY SEAN mciNTYRE

A car that apparently lost course near a dip on Robinson Road was one of 
many vehicles seen by slippery roadsides monday morning.

ICE & SNoW
continued from 1
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Elizabeth May, O.C., MP Saanich-Gulf Islands
elizabethmaymp.ca | 1-800-667-9188 
9711 Fourth St., Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 

Town Hall Meetings

Islands Trust Local Trust Committee Meeting 
for January 12 is cancelled.  

Next meeting is Thursday, February 9, 2017 
at the Hart Bradley Hall, Lions’ Club.

MEETING CANCELLATION

top pg 
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I will help you design 
 your dream home

Dennis Maguire
           Architect

Serving the Gulf Islands
with experience, imagination 
and  professionalism

website: 
www.dmarchitect.ca

BC fErrIEs

Public input requested on Vesuvius ferry retirement
Quinitsa flagged as 
replacement vessel

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Public input is wanted this 
month into BC Ferries’ plan 
to introduce two new vessels 
in 2019 and retire the aging 
Howe Sound Queen and 
North Island Princess. 

The plan is to begin fleet 
standardization of the corpo-
ration’s smallest vessel class 
by building the first two of 
eight new ships for the minor 
routes. Under the Coastal 
Ferry Act, commissioner 
approval must be granted for 
BC Ferries capital expendi-
tures over $30 million.

While the North Island Prin-
cess is to be directly replaced 
with one of the new vessels on 
its Texada-Powell River route, 
a redeployment program will 
see other minor class ves-

sels shuffled throughout the 
system. The Quinista, which 
served Buckley Bay-Denman 
Island before a new cable ferry 
system was installed last year, 
is planned to replace the Howe 
Sound Queen on the Crofton-
Vesuvius run (Route 6). 

Mark Collins, BC Ferries’ 
vice-president of strategic 
planning, first introduced 
the proposal during a bian-
nual meeting of ferry execu-
tives with the Salt Spring Ferry 
Advisory Committee held in 
October. A full report with the 
rationale for the plan can now 
be viewed on the BC Ferry 
Commissioner website at 
www.bcferrycommission.ca/
reports-press/whats-new/.

The office of the BC Ferries 
Commissioner is accepting 
the input until Jan. 31. 

“The Salt Spring Ferry Advi-
sory Committee strongly sug-
gests that frequent users of 
Route 6 read the relevant sec-

tions of the report and forward 
their comments to the com-
missioners,” said SSFAC chair 
Harold Swierenga. 

The North Island Princess 
was built in 1958 and is cur-
rently the oldest vessel in the 
BC Ferries fleet. The Howe 
Sound Queen will be 55 years 
old upon its retirement in 
2019. According to the appli-
cation, the fleet renewal proj-
ect will enable the company 
to collapse eight small vessels 
in four different classes into a 
single Minor 44 class. 

Swierenga noted the main 
potential issue is that the 
Vesuvius-based ferry will be 
replaced by a smaller ship. BC 
Ferries currently calculates the 
Howe Sound Queen as hav-
ing capacity for 52 automo-
bile equivalent (AEQ) under its 
new standardized measuring 
system, and it will be replaced 
by the 44-AEQ Quinitsa. The 
ferry corporation says an addi-

tional daily round trip will 
therefore be added to Route 6’s 
schedule to augment capac-
ity if needed, although projec-
tions are that existing traffic 
levels would be accommodat-
ed under the current schedule.

“They’re fairly positive it 
will work out even without the 
possibility of adding another 

sailing,” Swierenga said. “The 
only concern I have is what 
happens if we have a further 
increase in tourists in the sum-
mer.”

On-time performance is 
expected to be better under 
the plan as vehicle loading is 
easier on the Quinitsa, and 
fewer sailing waits for com-

mercial vehicles are expected 
because the Howe Sound 
Queen has a dead weight limit 
that restricts the number of 
heavy vehicles that can be on 
the ship at one time. 

Using condition assess-
ment reports conducted by 
Lloyd’s Register Canada, BC 
Ferries has determined that 
replacing the North Island 
Princess and Howe Sound 
Queen now would be slightly 
cheaper than performing life 
extension measures on the 
two ships for the next 10 years, 
at $235.1 million for the pre-
ferred scenario compared to 
$236.2 million. The life-exten-
sion option would also carry 
more risk of break-downs and 
would be a poor investment, 
the report concludes. 

Comments on the proposal 
can be sent by email to info@
bcferrycommission.ca or by 
mail to the office of the BC Fer-
ries Commissioner.

Federal motion brings hope of action

The newly sunken derelict comes several 
weeks after residents in the Ganges area 
reported the appearance of at least two 
new derelict vessels along the southern 
shoreline of Ganges Harbour. The contin-
ued inability of any government agency 
to monitor and dispose of such vessels 
has prompted ongoing concerns among 
residents in coastal communities about the 
resulting environmental impact, unsightli-
ness and navigation hazards.

Elizabeth May, MP for Saanich-Gulf 
Islands, has followed the derelict vessel 
problem closely since she was elected to 
Parliament in 2011. 

“Many constituents have been working 
on this issue for years,” she wrote in her 
January newsletter. “Levels of frustration 
are high.”

May added that she feels progress on the 

topic is finally being made following the 
unanimous acceptance of an important 
motion in late October.

Motion 40 calls upon the federal govern-
ment to work with provincial and regional 
organizations to “take meaningful steps 
to address the issue of abandoned and 
derelict vessels within six months.” The 
motion also asks that the federal govern-
ment educate vessel owners about the risks 
and consequences of vessel abandonment, 
improve vessel identification require-
ments, find ways to remove derelict boats 
and prohibit the abandonment of vessels.

“While motions are non-binding, the 
fact that we held a recorded vote meant 
that we had each minister on the record 
as supporting this, increasing chances for 
action,” May added.

May said she was pleased to hear the 
federal government’s Nov. 7 decision to 
commit further funding for Transport Can-
ada to deal with derelict vessels and bring 
forward legislation in 2017.

Photo bY JEN MAcLELLAN

the aging howe Sound Queen, seen on the Vesuvius-croft-
on run, is scheduled for retirement in 2019.

worKsHoPs 

Consent session offered
topics on sexual 
violence addressed

Violence Against Women in Rela-
tionships is working to change the 
world from a rape culture to a con-
sent culture, with a free workshop 
taking place on Saturday, Jan. 21.

Sexual Violence and Consent: 
Salish Sea Consent Culture will run 
from 1:30 to 4 p.m. at the library pro-
gram room.

“It is estimated that only two per 
cent of sexual assault incidents are 
reported to police, and 80 per cent of 
sexual assault assailants are friends 
or family of the survivor. Our com-
munity and our culture in the Gulf 
Islands are not immune to these 
crimes,” VAWIR states. 

Participants in the free event are 

invited to join facilitators Ellie Lang-
ford-Parks and Jenny Redpath for a 
talk that will include sexual assault 
statistics, survivors and who’s most 
vulnerable; Canadian law and the 
legal process; medical options and 
the new sexual assault team on Salt 
Spring; barriers to reporting; where 
to find help and how to help a friend; 
consent definitions; and how to cre-
ate a consent culture.

The facilitators will help par-
ticipants better understand formal 
structures such as the medical and 
judicial systems, as well as devel-
op strategies to support peers. The 
workshop is open to all genders, 
professions and community mem-
bers. The content is adult in nature. 

Registration is through eventbrite.
com. Search for Salish Sea Consent 
Culture Workshop. 

VEssEls
continued from 1

Photo bY SEAN MciNtYRE

A sunken boat off Walker hook is one of 
many in coastal waters.
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Watching 
the roads
T

he early morning grind 
of the snowplow scrap-
ing along the street is 
a sure sign that Salt 

Spring drivers need to prepare 
for another day of winter driv-
ing misadventures  — or just 
stay home. 

Despite Mainroad Contracting’s best efforts to keep 
roads clear and safe, keeping up with waves of snow, 
rain, sleet and consecutive blasts of cold arctic air has 
stretched response capacities to the outer limit.

Conditions can change within hours, micro cli-
mates create cold pockets where black ice can linger 
late into the morning, and wet weather can instantly 
fl ush away any effort to fi ght conditions with sand and 
salt.

Salt Springers can consider 
ourselves fortunate to have 
Elizabeth Zook and a dedicated 
team at the island’s Emergency 
Operations Centre to keep us 
all posted about the latest road 
and weather conditions. 

In December alone, the 
group issued 19 advisories via 
Facebook and email to give 

islanders, emergency responders and media up-to-
date information on the status of school buses, hydro 
outages, weather warnings and, of course, road condi-
tions.

It’s not always possible to cover each and every 
road, but the information provided fulfi lls an obvious 
public need. 

By posting the notices on the Salt Spring Emer-
gency Program Facebook page, Zook and her staff give 
islanders the chance to contribute their own observa-
tions about Salt Spring’s outlying regions. The site can 
also accommodate pictures for those who feel the 
need to illustrate the point.

The site is an offshoot of the emergency program’s 
ongoing work to promote Salt Spring’s neighbourhood 
POD program, which facilitates response capabilities 
in the event of an emergency by dividing the island 
into manageable neighbourhoods overseen by volun-
teer POD leaders. 

The program relies on accessing and sharing the 
latest accurate information about conditions in 
specifi c neighbourhoods. It’s a formula that’s proven 
itself during snow storms, power outages, forest fi res 
and, based on the past several weeks, icy winter road 
conditions too.

Don’t be misled by “rural” labels
There have recently been a number of comments in letters to 

the editor and columns referring to municipal incorporation as 
an “urban” form of government as opposed to a “rural” form of 
government. 

This implied distinction is absolutely misleading. Millions of 
Canadians living in townships, counties and regions would be very 
surprised to learn that they live in an “urban” municipality. 

I, and, I am sure, many other residents of Salt Spring Island, 
grew up on farms or other rural properties located in incorporated 
townships, complete with elected councils which have responsibil-
ity for local functions such as road maintenance, land 
use planning, fi re protection, sports facilities, build-
ing inspection, tourism promotion and many others, 
depending on the municipality.

“Municipal government” simply provides for a 
locally elected council to have overall and co-ordinat-
ed responsibility for a range of local services, such as, 
but not limited to, those mentioned above. On Salt 
Spring we have local services provided by a number 
of distinct authorities, such as the Islands Trust, the 
CRD and a range of boards, commissions and other 
elected or appointed bodies. This does not constitute a “rural” form 
of local government. Rather, it doesn’t give us local government at 
all. The Islands Trust has specifi c responsibilities regarding land-
use planning, a function normally provided by a board reporting to 
the municipal government. 

It should be kept in mind that the reason the Islands Trust exists 
is because there was no municipal government in the Gulf Islands 
when the need for land-use planning became apparent. It should 

also be kept in mind that the objective is to have responsible, qual-
ity land-use planning, regardless of whatever authority has respon-
sibility for it. In a municipality it would be up to the electorate to 
ensure that councillors who respect the original mandate of the 
Islands Trust are elected.

The Capital Regional District, as well as being responsible for 
specific regional functions, also provides local services in the 
absence of a local government, such as building inspection, water 
supply and transit, whether directly or by appointed boards or 
commissions. Other local functions such as fi re protection are cur-

rently overseen by elected single-purpose boards. 
Local road maintenance, another usual municipal 
responsibility, is provided by the provincial govern-
ment.

The result of the above is that municipal-type 
services on Salt Spring are provided in an uncoor-
dinated fashion with far less local oversight than is 
normal for the vast majority of Canadian citizens.

There is nothing distinctly “urban” about 
incorporated municipal status. Municipalities in 
Canada range in size from cities with millions of 

residents to townships and villages with populations number-
ing only in the hundreds. Regardless of the merits of the pro and 
con arguments regarding incorporation, please be clear that at 
present there is no local “government” in the normal sense of the 
word, whether “rural” or otherwise on Salt Spring Island.

The writer is a former director of the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities and a long-time Salt Spring resident.

EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT by Harold Swierenga

There is nothing 
distinctly “urban” 
about incorporated 
municipal status.
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Ron PitheR
Posted speeds are not winter 
speeds — they are best condi-
tion speeds, so slow down. 

AlistAiR sim
Slow down.

BARB Bennett
Get snow tires and if you’re 
going downhill, try not to 
brake on a curve.

BeveRly sutheRlAnd
Have good winter tires and 
make sure your windshield is 
clean before you drive.

Rod Bischoff
Drive slow and pay attention 
to the person in front of you.

sAlt sPRing 
says
We asked: What are 
your tips for safe 
winter driving?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

By Linda HannaH
Habitat conservation, simply put, is about 

protecting nature. 
But like most things worth doing, great 

conservation can be challenging and com-
plex. In the fall of 2015 the Nature Conser-
vancy of Canada announced it had accepted 
responsibility for 26 ecological conservation 
properties from The Land Conservancy of 
B.C. This transfer of lands from one land trust 
to another was undertaken to assure a secure 
future for these important natural areas.

Being able to secure a future for nature 
means being able to practise good gover-
nance, fiscal prudence and organization-
al transparency. To that end, I believe it is 
important to report back to British Colum-
bians about the status of the 26 conservation 
properties, and to outline the steps we have 
taken to ensure these lands will be managed 
for conservation for now and forever.

We did not take on the task of saving these 
26 properties alone. Thanks to partnerships 
with The Nature Trust of British Columbia 
and BC Parks, we have been able to share the 
responsibility for ensuring the ongoing pro-
tection on these lands. Five of the 26 are now 

owned and managed by TNTBC, 
and eight have been folded in 
the B.C. government’s parks and 
protected areas portfolio. The 
Nature Conservancy of Canada owns and will 
care for the remaining 13.

These high-priority lands contain some of 
the most significant habitats for biodiversity 
in B.C., including species at risk and vulner-
able, rare ecosystems. Spanning forest, wet-
lands and grasslands, they provide habitat 
for migratory birds, grizzly bears, salmon and 
many other native wildlife.

The Nature Conservancy of Canada 
maintains a stewardship endowment fund 
that is added to with each project we take 
on. These reserves are held in trust, with 
the interest used to support land steward-
ship activities. Because of this and other 
strong policies and practices, NCC has been 
ranked as the top environmental charity 
in Canada by MoneySense Magazine for 
seven years running. We can confidently 
say there is adequate funding and institu-
tional strength to ensure that these proper-
ties remain in conservation, no matter the 
economic climate.

Managing and stewarding 
conservation land over the 
long term is no small task. For 
each conservation area we 

own, we conduct an ecological survey and 
prepare a detailed management plan that 
outlines the activities needed to maintain 
and enhance the conservation values on 
that site. Acquiring 26 new properties in 
one fell swoop added a mountain of work 
to our B.C. staff, who have worked dili-
gently over the past 15 months to survey, 
plan and begin stewardship on the con-
servation areas now under NCC’s manage-
ment.

We have made many exciting discover-
ies while getting to know these lands. Our 
Canadian Rockies stewardship coordina-
tor was impressed by the immense size of 
the coho salmon found spawning on the 
Horsefly River Riparian Conservation Area 
in the Cariboo. Our stewardship director 
is encouraged by the good quality Garry 
oak habitat she found on Kindwood and 
Lohbrunner Woods near Victoria and on 
the Raymond M. Goodall Ecological Land 
Reserve on Salt Spring Island. Our director 

of development hails Centre Creek in Sur-
rey as “a little slice of green” in the city and 
is curious — as we all are — to discover if 
we can rebuild the historical fish-bearing 
habitat once found there.

These discoveries are only some of the 
reasons why all British Columbians can feel 
proud that these lands are now securely 
in conservation status. From the smallest 
parcel (the Clare Winnett Copeland Prop-
erty near Shawnigan Lake, at 2.2 acres) to 
the largest (Talking Mountain Ranch, near 
Clinton, at 947.4 acres), all of these lands 
nurture valuable wildlife and ecological 
communities, and will remain preserved 
through diligent management. 

We hope that these conservation lands will 
not be the only restored values that come out 
of this transaction, but that faith of the con-
servation community is also being strength-
ened by this good news story of partnership, 
resilience and creative solution-building in 
the face of complex problems.

 
The writer is the British Columbia region-

al vice president for the Nature Conservancy 
of Canada.

Future is bright for conservation land parcels

Island Voices Quote of the Week: “the roads can get really treacherous. 
People have just got to get that it’s icy.”

ELIzABETH zOOK, SS EMERGENCy PROGRAM COORdINATOR

don’t be 
foolish

There was a pertinent arti-
cle regarding sewage in the 
dec. 23, 2016 Vancouver Sun 
and Times Colonist by Randy 
Shore.  

The municipality of Sech-
elt on the Sunshine Coast 
is often compared with Salt 
Spring in terms of popula-
tion, sewage and ferry access, 
although we are different and 
more complicated in roads, 
topography and employ-
ment.

The article describes how 
the two-year-old $25-million 
sewage treatment plant will 
now have to be expanded as 
early as 2023 at a cost of an 
additional $13 million. It was 
budgeted for $15 million but 
cost $25 million to build 
and the much higher than 
anticipated annual operat-
ing expenses are expected to 
rise to $1.6 million by 2021 
while principal payments 

and interest costs on the loan 
total $870,000 a year, requir-
ing increasing property tax 
rates. It is a no-escape night-
mare story with conflict of 
interest of the former mayor 
who wanted it located fur-
ther from his home (it is now 
downtown), the dewatered 
solid waste is not up to com-
post standards, it uses more 
power and has not reached 
potable re-use standards. 

After ratepayers approved 
a referendum, all it took was 
a mayor and three councillors 
to agree to this mega-project 
and the residents are paying 
the price for decades.    

This happens all the time 
in municipalities and so 
many are struggling in debt 
and as slaves to all develop-
ment as the federal and pro-
vincial governments off-load 
costs and pretend to pony up 
grants but always with strings 
attached.  

Salt Spring Island has 
more democracy and multi-
party oversight on potentially 

disastrous projects, has rela-
tive independence and con-
trol over our future and deep 
connections with the other 
Gulf Islands and Vancouver 
Island. We would be fools to 
throw this away and incor-
porate.
Rick Laing, 
W i l k i e  W a y

Strong debate
I was particularly pleased 

to read John Macpherson’s 
response to david Borrow-
man in the Jan. 4 driftwood 
(“Let’s inform governance 
discussion”). 

Macpherson responded 
directly to the points raised 
by david but stayed on the 
high ground. Undoubtedly 
david and others on both 
sides of the issue will have 
more to say in coming days 
and that is a good thing. A 
vigorous, well-informed 
debate is badly needed. But 
let’s do it with civility. 
Tom ToynBee SR.,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Thanks, Arthur 
Some of life’s joys are 

small in size but huge in 
pleasure. Since moving to 
Salt Spring 10 years ago, 
one of my life’s pleasures 
has been reading Arthur 
Black’s regular musings in 
the driftwood.

He has given me a bit a 
joy that was so large that I 
usually looked for his Wit 
and Whimsy column first 
so that any downer articles 
became easier to accept.

A r t h u r  h a s  e a r n e d 
his “retirement,” as he 
announced in his final col-
umn last week. He has also 
earned our great apprecia-
tion for sharing himself with 
us each and every week. 

I am so happy that he is 
a true Salt Springer. He just 
makes our lives better and 
that is so valuable.

Thank you, Arthur.  
cuRT FiReSTone,
S a l t  S p r i n g

Build on it
This is a response to last 

week’s John Macpherson 
opinion piece. We happen to 
live in a unique setting that 
could have been declared a 
provincial park back in the 
mid-70s. But it was already 
(sparsely) populated and 
instead some visionaries 
came up with the concept of 
an Islands Trust in order to 
preserve and protect this land 
for generations to come. 

In the meantime, the 
expectations of increased 
urban pressure and demands, 
finite land and resources 
had become an undeniable 
reality. It is also a fact that a 
unique form of governance 
has shaped this land and 
community; made it what 
it is to this point, loved and 
admired by many. 

So why not build on what 
we already have by amal-
gamating the principles 
of the Trust with a more 
“user-friendly” concept 

of a municipality. By that 
I mean a “municipal Trust 
hall” donned with a “pre-
serve and protect” banner as 
a steady reminder, and four 
Trust councillors out of seven 
instead of just two. 

I know what some will be 
thinking: “Stop dreaming, 
it’s too unconventional, the 
government will never go for 
it.” Well, it was the province 
recognizing that the Gulf 
Islands were exceptional and 
thus deserved special con-
sideration. Why not call the 
province on it? don’t tweak 
the status quo and instead 
think out of the box. After all, 
we are not looking to govern a 
town or city but rather a small 
island community.

It would need a bit more 
time to hammer out the logis-
tics, but it’s not something to 
rush through just before an 
upcoming election.
VeRa RoBinSon,
H o p e  H i l l  F a r m

MORE LETTERS  continued on 9

InDEPTH
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BPCBetter Pharmacare Coalition

BC PharmaCare has expanded its Reference Drug Program as of December 1, 
2016, which means that if you use PharmaCare, your medicine might have been 
switched with a different product at the pharmacy.

Patients affected by this policy of medication substitution are those who take 
medication for high blood pressure (hypertension), angina, 
gastroesophageal refl ux disease (GERD) or heartburn, ulcers, 
high cholesterol, or arthritis.

Has this policy caused you any issues, have you experienced any medical 
problems, new or increased costs, or other concerns (i.e., more trips to the 
doctor/hospital)? 

 Have you been forced to 
switch your medication?

We need to 
hear from you...

http://www.betterpharmacare.com/

Our survey is open January 9-28, 2017 
from Monday to Saturday, 8:30 AM – 6:00 PM 

Call 604-800-8251 or 1-800-313-0737}

Faster isn’t better if you want safer rural highways
In mid-December, Transporta-

tion Minister Todd Stone directed 
ICBC to commission a third-party 
review to determine how to keep 
vehicle insurance rates from con-
tinuing to soar in this province.

If public input is requested as 
part of a review, this is what I will 
suggest: Get rid of the 120 km/h 
speed limits slapped onto some 
stretches of B.C. highway two and 
a half years ago. In my experience, 
driving everywhere has become 
more dangerous since the provin-
cial government implemented its 
“faster is better” program in 2014.

With an aging mother living in 
Courtenay on Vancouver Island, 
I drive up there from Salt Spring 
Island every three or four weeks to 
visit and help with chores.

I used to enjoy the journey, 
often made on my own. It was a 
rare chunk of down time for me 
spent on a road I am comfortably 
familiar with.

But ever since the speed 
limit just south of Parksville on 
the Inland Island Highway was 
increased in the summer of 2014 
from 110 to 120 km/hr, I pretty 
much dread it. 

Prior to the change, most people 
drove between 110 and 115 km/h, 
a few below that mark, and most 
of the rest at 120. Just a handful 
of rocket-ship drivers would be 
encountered in the two-hour trek 
from Crofton to Courtenay. 

Now the regular range is from 
110 to 135 km/hr, which makes for 
a radically different and unnerv-
ing driving experience.

While travelling at a sane 115 
km/h in the right-hand lane and 
encountering a 110 km/h driver, 
it’s no longer a matter of main-
taining the 115 km/h level and 
passing the slower vehicle in a 
relaxed manner. Now there’s a 
good chance that a vehicle travel-
ling at 130 km/h or more is not too 
far behind the 110/115 duo, and 
its driver is not inclined to ease 
up on the gas pedal just a wee bit 
to let anyone else use the passing 
lane for a few minutes.

Ironically, having vehicles travel 
at much different speeds on the 
same stretch of road is exactly what 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure said it wanted to 
change by raising the speed limit 
closer to what people actually 
drive on some rural highways. 

Here’s an excerpt from the 
Rural Highway Safety and Speed 
Review report of July 2014 (page 
9) where the rationale for speed 
limit increases in 33 stretches of 
B.C. highway totalling 1,300 kms 
was laid out: 

“Because drivers choose differ-
ent speeds, a range of operating 
speeds results. Where drivers are 
unsure of an appropriate speed, 
large speed variations or ‘speed 
differentials’ can develop. This in 
turn results in less consistent traf-
fic flow, increased driver uncer-
tainty and/or frustration and 
increased crash risk. Speed limits 
should be set so that they include 
the behaviour of the majority of 
drivers and provide an appropri-
ate maximum speed.”

I have to tell transportation 
ministry personnel that the speed 
limit increases have in fact radi-
cally hiked the “speed differen-
tials” they were hoping to reduce. 

While the following from the 
Canada Safety Council is dated, 
it’s hard to argue with the com-
mon sense and nod to physics it 
contains:

“Speeding increases the likeli-
hood and severity of a crash. The 
faster a vehicle is moving, the less 
time the driver has to react to a 
hazard, and for other road users 
to react to that vehicle. A speeding 
vehicle requires more time and 

distance to stop, and is harder to 
control.

And here’s some chilling data 
for you: 

“As speed increases over 100 
km/h, the fatality rate of vehicle 
occupants goes up exponentially. 
For example, the chances of being 
killed in a vehicle travelling at 120 
km/h are four times higher than at 
100 km/h.”

Never mind that the amount 
of time saved by driving 10 km/h 
faster is negligible, or that fuel 
consumption and greenhouse 
gas emissions are unnecessarily 
boosted, or that maintaining a 120 
km/h (or 75 mph) speed is not 
always comfortable.

Why were some speed limits 
raised in 2014 when intuitively it 
seems like an idiotic thing to do 
if you want to reduce crashes and 
injuries?

Let’s hope it wasn’t due to the 
“public consultation” part of the 
transportation ministry’s Rural 
Highway Safety and Speed Review, 
which ran for two months begin-
ning Nov. 29, 2013. Opinions were 
requested about a range of traf-
fic experience issues, from speed 
limits to wildlife hazards to slow-
moving vehicles and use of winter 
tires.

Perhaps the ministry was swayed 
by those responding to survey 
questions about whether or not 
speed limits should increase, stay 
the same or be decreased in specific 
areas. For the Nanaimo to Campbell 
River stretch I am talking about, for 
example, 57 per cent of a whopping 
198 people (or 113 of them) said the 

speed limits should increase.
Sadly, the ministry wasn’t 

swayed by people and organiza-
tions with real expertise in the sub-
ject of road safety. The RCMP, B.C. 
Association of Chiefs of Police, 
the BC Ministry of Justice’s Road 
Safety Unit, Office of the Superin-
tendent of Motor Vehicles, BCAA 
and the B.C. Trucking Association, 
among others, all opposed speed 
limit increases, as outlined in the 
consultation and engagement 
summary (pages 27-33).

As expected, once the con-
troversial changes were made, 
they needed to be justified. That 
resulted in a classic government 
dog-and-pony show on June 28, 
2016, with transportation min-
ister Stone declaring that min-
istry studies had determined 
the speed-limit increases were 
benign or even a boon to safety.

Stone advised in  a  press 
release that ministry engineers 
“found that on 19 of 33 seg-
ments of highways, the crash 
rate either fell  or remained 
unchanged.” The Rural Highway 
Safety and Speed Review Post 
Implementation Update out-
lined how crash data from Nov. 
1, 2014 to Oct. 31, 2015 was com-
pared with data from the previ-
ous three years in drawing its 
conclusions.

However, a third-party UBC 
study by Tarek Sayed and Eman-
uele  Sacchi  compar ing the 
changed segments using a differ-
ent technique “showed a statisti-
cally significant increase of crash 
frequency of 11.1 per cent” in a 
12-month period. They recom-
mended further analysis be done 
when more data was available.

To its credit, the transporta-
tion ministry promised safety 
enhancements for the 14 areas 
where the crash rate rose follow-
ing speed limit increases, and 
said it would drop the limit in 
two of those 14 sections.

It also undertook some pretty 
minimal vehicle speed survey-
ing and then declared that peo-

ple weren’t really driving much 
faster, if at all, than they used 
to in those 33 areas. But some-
thing I’ve noticed on the race 
track between Crofton and Cour-
tenay since the speed limit has 
increased is that people drive 
faster everywhere else. It’s most 
noticeable on the Nanaimo 
Parkway portion of Highway 19, 
where the speed limit has been 
90 km/h for years, but now the 
average speed is generally 105.

We’ve all been given a giant 
green light to drive as fast as we 
think we can, knowing that the 
chance of being fined for speed-
ing is near zero, and we’re making 
the most of it.

ICBC, which lists speed as the 
top contributing factor in crash 
deaths on B.C. roads from 2010 
through 2014, should perhaps be 
considered the real authority on 
this subject. 

In August of this year, ICBC 
president and CEO Mark Bluch-
er reported that vehicle crash-
es across B.C. had risen 15 per 
cent between 2013 and 2015, 
and warned that insurance rates 
would continue to rise in the near 
future as a result.

Clearly, accident rates in this 
province are up, and we’re all 
paying for it with injuries, trau-
ma, lives lost and higher insur-
ance fees. 

The third-party ICBC rate 
review requested by the provin-
cial government in December is 
welcome news, but it may or may 
not result in a recommendation 
about speed limits and enforce-
ment.

We have a provincial election 
coming up in May. While there 
will be no shortage of controver-
sial topics vying for candidates’ 
attention, I hope speed and road 
safety are two that will be rushed 
to the front of the line.

The documents referenced in 
this piece are linked in the online 
version at www.gulfislandsdrift-
wood.com. 

Roses
Sending out pots of poinsettias to all of you who 

made Santa’s Workshop a success once again this 
year. Special thanks to my hardworking elves: Linda, 
Barry, Audrey, Christa, Debbi, Robyn, Glynis, Car-
melle and Jackie; to the merchants who maintained 
our distribution boxes, particularly West of the Moon, 
who helped us buy supplies at cost; to CIBC and their 
Christmas tree and CRD for their swimming pool 
passes; to all the kind folks who donated gifts; to 
Central Hall for kindly providing a work venue; and 
particularly to the Salt Spring Toy Run folks — we 
could not do Santa’s workshop without you.

As we begin the new year, all of us at Artists From 
the Fringe would like to thank the following peo-
ple and organizations/businesses for helping make 
our show at Wintercraft a success: dozens of pastel 
flowers to the board of the Salt Spring Arts Coun-
cil, ArtCraft/Wintercraft manager Richard Steel, 
administrator Yael Wand and board member Scott 
Simmons for all your support; dozens of purple and 
green flowers to Rick MacKinnon at Country Grocer 
and Sandy Harkema of the Lions Club for provid-

ing financial support; dozens of abstractly coloured 
flowers to Gillian McConnell of Pegasus Framing for 
all your time and effort putting the finishing touches 
on the art, and dozens of exquisitely photographed 
flowers to Michael Levy for documenting the artists 
and their process on Sundays at Art Jam. To all who 
contributed to Norm’s Place, a very special bou-
quet of chocolate-coloured flowers, symbolizing the 
warmth of home.

The Giant Book Sale committee of Salt Spring Lit-
eracy would like to thank the staff of the downtown 
government liquor store for putting aside boxes for 
the sorted books during the months preceding the 
sale — and for selecting some that were “just the 
right size!”

Sand and gravel roses to Mainroad crew members, 
who have had to go above and beyond for more than 
a month now during this extraordinary “real” Cana-
dian winter on Salt Spring Island. 

Many, many roses to Paul for your thoughtfulness 
and kindness in staving off another metabolic crisis. 
JD

Rants and Roses

Sadly, the ministry 
wasn’t swayed by 
people and 
oganizations with real 
expertise in the subject 
of road safety.

LINE DRIVE

Gail
Sjuberg
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Writer’s pro-incorporation arguments don’t add up
By DAVID BORROWMAN 

L e t ’s  s a y  t h a t  Jo h n 
Macpherson and I have 
reached a condition called 
furious agreement on the 
incorporation issue (“Let’s 
inform governance discus-
sion,” Jan. 4 Driftwood). 

We agree that local gov-
ernment would get bigger. 
John, however, foresees 
only good things coming 
from larger local govern-
ment, which shifts respon-
sibilities away from volun-
teers and into the hands of 
paid staff. He is also allergic 
to talking about costs. 

His mantra of coordina-
tion and balance means 
that, somehow, good things 
will happen at the fire dis-
trict and in water utilities. 
Perhaps an act of intense 
coordination will eliminate 
the need to raise the weir 

on St. Mary Lake, or mirac-
ulously lower the costs of 
the fire district. A town hall 
can no doubt be coordinat-
ed into existence at no cost. 
The Ganges boardwalk will 
get built through the mira-
cle of coordination. 

But the obstacle there 
has never been lack of local 
authority, it has always 
been the Cudmore gap and 
Ganges Marina issues, and 
the cost of incorporating 
them into the boardwalk. 

John points  out  the 
shortcomings of the cur-
rent improvement districts, 
but neglects to state that 
the province has, for years, 
encouraged these outdated 
entities to become region-
al services. As such, they 
would be eligible for infra-
structure grants, which 
John would prefer us to 

believe are available only if 
we incorporate. North Salt 
Spring Waterworks trustees 
are now considering this 
option, and the possibility 
is also available to the fire 
district. 

As for water districts’ 
inability to supply fire-
fighting water, coordina-
tion and balance would 
a p p a re n t l y  b r i n g  t h i s 
about, and there would, 
curiously, be no infrastruc-
ture costs. Anyway, some-
body should have told 
Cedar Lane Water District 
that they couldn’t install 
their new six-inch main to 
their new 30,000- gallon 
tank, with a hydrant at the 
end of it. 

And then there is the 
road system. When I spoke 
recently with the one-time 
Bowen Island regional 
director Richard Little-
more, who remains pro 
incorporation for Bowen 
and was a mayoral candi-
date, he observed that he 
had cycled all over Salt 
Spring and that we would 
be “crazy” to  take on 
our road system under a 
municipality.

Apparently I find that 
Bowen Island is “out of con-
trol.” News to me. I pointed 
out that their incorporation 
study predicted a need for 
five staff, (rising later to 12).  
I doubt very much that cur-
rent staff are out of control. 
All 35 of them. 

Bowen’s experience with 
incorporation is mixed, 
and it is fair to ask if they 

have gained the hoped-
for improvements. Devel-
opment is streamlined, 
as one-stop-shopping for 
development applications 
is now in place, and the 
local Trust office recedes 
from memory. But Bowen 
Islanders despair that the 
town hall promised 18 years 
ago is still nowhere in sight. 

Once the rhetoric has 
settled, I expect that incor-
p o ra t i o n  w o u l d  m e a n 
moving from an under-
serviced rural area to an 
i m p ove r i s h e d  m u n i c i -
pality. We know that the 
Trust has never changed 
a local decision on Salt 
Spring, and John assures 
us that appeal to the pro-
vincial minister would not 
become an end-run under 
incorporation. Yet appar-
ently we must incorporate 

to ensure local control. It 
doesn’t add up.

And is the Trust really 
protected under incor-
poration? The 1974 Trust 
legislation was a splendid 
confluence of all parties 
in the legislature. It was a 
Social Credit idea, enacted 
into legislation by the NDP, 
with unanimous support, 
including from the Liberals 
of the day. 

For those who want to 
refresh themselves  on 
the Trust idea, there is 
a 13-minute video nar-
rated by Arthur Black and 
scored by Valdy on You-
Tube. Search for “Islands 
in Trust.”

The writer is a 30-year res-
ident of Salt Spring, a one-
time Canadian diplomat 
and a former island trustee. 

Help get blood clinic 
on Salt Spring 

It has been many years since we have 
had a blood donor clinic on the island. As 
a result, in the past few years, dedicated 
blood donors have travelled off island to 
donate their blood. 

The Rotary Club of Salt Spring Island is 
hoping to change this situation and spon-
sor a blood donor clinic on island this year 
and in future years. Everything to do so is 
in place, but to proceed we need to have 
a minimum of 100 qualified donors on 
Salt Spring Island. Although we are getting 
close to the number required, we still need 
more qualified donors to register with us. 

To see if you qualify as a donor go to 
www.blood.ca/eligibilityquiz and if you 
do qualify please let us know at RotaryS-
SIBloodDrive@gmail.com. So, Salt Spring-
ers, be part of this incredible public service 
and help save lives.
GIllIAN TAylOR,
P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d

TOM BReMNeR
C o m m u n i t y  s e r v i C e s  d i r e C t o r ,
r o t a r y  C l u b  o f  s a l t  s P r i n g  i s l a n d

Hummingbird 
heaven 

This very cold winter has been very hard 
on our beautiful hummingbird population, 
and I have observed frozen glass containers 
on my feeders. After careful consideration I 
came up with a plan.

I cut off the toes on a pair of nice cosy 
socks and slid the toeless sock over the 
feeding bottle. I then ordered a large box of 
hand warmers that are air activated, which 
will keep very warm for eight hours! This 
was placed between the bottle and the 
sock. Problem solved. These were ordered 
through Amazon and came in a large box 
of 40 pairs.

Thrilled with the results, the tiny birds start 
cheeping as I go out into the garden, knowing 
that their sugar water is again liquid.

My plan worked and I am so very happy.
yVONNe SAuNDeRS,
P a r k  d r i v e

Pipeline project 
opposed 

I’m writing to thank all those who attend-
ed the Dec. 10 march on Salt Spring to 
express opposition to the proposed Kinder 
Morgan project. I was not able to attend 
the demonstration but want to re-affirm 
that as MLA for Saanich North and the 
Islands, and also speaking for the BCNDP 
Official Opposition, we do not support the 
Kinder Morgan project.  

John Horgan, leader of the BCNDP, 
has stated this position in writing to the 
National Energy Board, based on the facts 
that the economic and environmental risks 
far outweigh the benefits to B.C., the cor-
rupted review process has no credibil-
ity and a number of First Nations, includ-
ing those in this constituency, steadfastly 
oppose the project.

I have spoken a number of times in the 
legislature, and will again in this upcoming 
spring session, of our legal and moral obli-
gation to protect our endangered southern 
resident orca. We know from the important 
work done by the Raincoast Conservation 
Foundation that the seven-fold increase in 
tanker traffic resulting from Kinder Mor-
gan would likely extirpate this iconic spe-
cies. I will also continue to advocate for a 
National Marine Conservation Area in the 
southern Strait of Georgia as part of a more 
sustainable path forward.   

It is clear that the Christy Clark govern-
ment, having already ceded its environ-
mental review authority for the project 
to the federal government, will approve 
Kinder Morgan, making it more important 
than ever to change government in this 
province. If the BCNDP forms government 
in 2017, we will do everything in our power 
to stop this project.  

In the meantime, I will stand with you in 
opposing Kinder Morgan in whatever way I 
can.  This fight is far from over.  
GARy HOlMAN,
m l a ,  s a a n i C h  n o r t h  a n d  t h e  i s l a n d s 

Can’t trust councils
We think it is worth sharing with Salt 

Spring Islanders some recent development 
experiences in the town of Canmore, Alta. 

Back in the 1990s the town approved a 
residential development (Peaks of Grassi) 
beside a wildlife corridor. Once complete, 
the town declared the development “built 

out” and said that there would be no further 
development in it. 

Fast forward to 2015-2016. Despite loud 
protests from the townspeople, a devel-
oper puts forward a proposal to build more 
houses. The present town council approves. 
(Court challenges continue.) 

Another case: In 2008 a nearly finished 
golf course next to a wildlife corridor is 
not completed because the developer goes 
bankrupt. Development plans are resur-
rected in 2015 with new financing. The 
previous approved plan for a golf course 
with residences for about 2,500 people is 
scrapped. The new proposal contemplates 
no golf course and 10,000 people (present 
permanent population of the entire town of 
Canmore is about 12,000).  

In response to concerns raised about 
impact on wildlife movements, the develop-
er is proposing narrowing the wildlife cor-
ridor and fencing the new housing devel-
opment. Town council is showing every 
indication that this too will be approved. In 
each of these cases the developer has tried 
to make their proposal more palatable by 
offering to construct some badly needed 
low-income housing.  

While the wildlife issues are not common 
to Salt Spring, the “that was then, this is 
now” attitude of elected town councils is a 

sobering vision of Salt Spring Island’s future 
under incorporation. For town councils, 
“forever” is 10 to 20 years.   
DOuG & Sue MAcDONAlD,
s a l t  s P r i n g  a n d  C a n m o r e ,  a l t a .

Eternal overloads
The following was sent to the BC Ferries 

Commission and submitted to the Driftwood 
for publication. 

Can you confirm the car-carrying capacity 
of the Howe Sound Queen at 70 versus the 
proposed replacement vessel Quinitsa at 50?  

I find this change to be unreasonable, 
imprudent and not consistent with “the 
contract” for the following reason. With the 
Howe Sound Queen there are frequent over-
loads.  With the Quinitsa at a much smaller 
car-carrying capacity there will be eternal 
overloads. 

Please revisit this proposal. 
T. FeDeRIcI,
s a l t  s P r i n g

Editor’s note: The car capacities of the two 
ships are listed on the BC Ferries website at 
70 and 50, as above, but a new “automo-
bile equivalent” calculation has now been 
applied by BC Ferries to make those numbers 
52 and 44.  

MORELETTERS

InRESponSE
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WEDNESDAY
PRIME RIB DINNER

Sunday Night Music 
with

Wesley Hardisty
arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment

Opening: Yael Wand

Best sound on the Island

www.saltspringfolkclub.com

Monday January 23
Fulford Hall
Door opens 6:15 (Pass holders 6:00)    
Show starts 7:00

Tickets $25
available at:

Salt Spring Books
Stuff and Nonsense

Catering by Haidee Hart

EXHIBITIONS 

Club members show diverse strengths and interests

ArtSpring lobby 
show on for January

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Photo 
Club show in the ArtSpring 
lobby this month is a great 
place to see how different 
people can use more or less 
the same tools to produce 
completely unique forms of 
expression. 

Some of the most inter-
esting works on display are 
not just technically sound 
or reproduce a pretty scene 
but have something that 
requires the viewer to spend 
a little longer thinking about 
exactly what is in the frame 
and how it got there. 

Anna McColm proves the 
power of digital layering 
when it’s done sensitively 
with The Past in the Pres-
ent. A wide view of a beach 
camp on the Brooks Penin-
sula as seen from the water 
is backed by another shot 
of  towering,  weathered 
Haida welcoming poles 
from Gwaii Haanas Park. 

McColm has magnified 
the scale of the background 
shot so the poles become 
huge giants teeming over 
the tiny modern tent and 
clothing line on the beach. 
The reduced opacity of this 
layer places the poles in 
the realm of history or per-
haps the spirit world, while 
their monumental size pro-
foundly expresses the art-
ist’s title theme. McColm 
is equally strong compo-
sitionally, with her stack-
ing of faded forest and mist 
behind the dark green coni-

fers and bone-grey beach in 
the foreground.

Pierre Mineau employs 
a very different technique 
on similar subject mate-
rial in SGang Gwaii House 
Su p p o r t s .  Hi s  d e s a t u -
rated “brown and white” 
archival printing method 
emphasizes the natural life 
cycle of the carved trunks. 
By removing colour and 
emphasizing the great tex-
tural richness, both of the 
decaying poles and the sur-
rounding forest, Mineau 
e m p h a s i ze s  t h a t  t h e s e 
human artifacts were pro-
duced from nature and 
designed to return to it. 
This also serves to put the 
untouched trees on the 
same standing as human 
art as another wonder to be 
appreciated.

Sombre by Sylvia Beech 
is another photo that pro-
duces a sense of the indi-
vidual human’s small scale 

in the face of metaphysi-
cal concerns. In this case 
that environment is more 
consciously man-made, 
set within a landscape of 
concrete stelae at the Holo-
caust Memorial in Berlin. 

The vertical shot tracks 
a narrow but undulating 
passageway between tow-
ering square pillars, their 
tops out of view. A tiny 
figure can be seen walk-
ing away at the far end of 
the passage, while sunlight 
obscures that end to make 
the destination mysterious. 
The vertical trend of walls 
and shadows is comple-
mented by the geometry in 
the pathway’s small paving 
tiles, while an inset grate 
near the foreground catch-
es the reflected light for a 
nice counterbalance. 

Larry Citra has an eye for 
strikingly graphic compo-
sitions, such as his piece 
Heels on Wheels. This side 
view of a woman riding a 
bicycle limits the frame to 
the closer leg and the back 
wheel. The sharp focus on 
the wheel makes the back-
ground pavement wash 
out in bright light, which 
adds to a silhouette effect 
on the tire and bike frame. 
The woman’s foot  in a 
chic heeled leather sandal 
stands out against the dark 
chain guard. 

Another one of Citra’s 

285 Reynolds Road,  Salt Spring Island 
(250) 653-2300

Salt Spring Island Cheese 
is having our 

customer appreciation day on 
Sunday January the 15th. 

Ruckles & Juliettes are 
Buy One, Get One Free, 
30% off all other cheeses 

and 20% off everything else. 

We hope to see you here.

COURTESY ANNA MCCOLM 

Anna McColm’s The Past in the Present, part of the Salt Spring Photography Club’s cur-
rent exhibit in the ArtSpring lobby.

COURTESY SYLVIA BEECH

Sylvia Beech’s photograph called Sombre taken at the Holo-
caust Memorial in Berlin.

photos centres in on the 
curves, texture and colours 
found over the front wheel 
hub of a General Motors 
truck. The rusted metal plate 
with the name spelled out 
forms the main composi-
tional element of this tight 
shot, the rusted bar contrast-
ing against areas of mottled 
grass-green paint. 

Elehna de Sousa’s Inside 
Out appears to have been 
shot through water on glass 
or ice, a room through which 
a barred window can perhaps 
be glimpsed on the other side. 
The beauty of the photo is not 
in identifying the space but 
the implied texture that rip-
ples over the surface, and the 
patterning of light and colour 
that works its way through. 

A red light at the left side of 
the frame spreads its warmth 
in subtle waves through soft-
er shades that alternate in 
indistinct areas of dark and 
light. The piece achieves a 
painterly feeling of contem-
plation without trying to 
mimic brushstrokes or other 
aspects of the medium. 

Doug Fryett’s piece Now 
Listen to Mom and Dad cap-
tures that perfect moment 
that every nature photog-
rapher must wait a lifetime 
for. Two Emperor penguins 
bend their heads in toward 
the chick standing between 
them, arching their bodies 
and necks to form a per-
fect heart. The chick’s face 
is pointing downward, as if 
listing intently. An added fea-
ture of the photo is Fryett’s 
sharp focus, which makes the 
chick’s soft fluff feel tangible 
and the parent birds’ remark-
able plumage visible rather 
than appearing as a sleek 
black skin.  

Doug McMil l in  has  an 
unusual perspective in Going 
Home, which has a surreal 
sense of being something 
other than what it portrays: 
a dog heading back over its 
own tracks between two snow 
banks. The angle and fram-
ing cuts out horizon or site 
context, so at first the image 
is almost as disorienting as 
being suddenly immersed in 
a snowscape. The dog’s leash 
dissects the image on the 
diagonal, cutting from bot-
tom right corner to the cen-
tre, where the foreshortened 
dog moves through the scene 
as an abstract figure. 

Many more interesting 
photos from multiple other 
club members are part of the 
show, which can be viewed 
during regular hours and 
before shows through to the 
morning of Tuesday, Jan. 31. 

Some of the most 
interesting works 
on display are not 
just technically 
sound or reproduce 
a pretty scene . . . .
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tradItIons 

Scottish Country Dance Club set to celebrate the bard
Robbie Burns event on 
Jan. 21 at Fulford Hall 

By CATHERINE BENNETT
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D 

It is that time of year again! Yes, 
it’s time for the annual Robbie Burns 
Dinner and Dance hosted by the Salt 
Spring Scottish Country Dance Club. 

It’s a celebratory evening toasting 
the bard Robbie Burns, along with 
eating and dancing. What a great com-
bination.

The gathering on Saturday, Jan. 21 
will mark the 24th anniversary of this 
fun evening at Fulford Community 
Hall.

For the uninitiated, a Robbie Burns 
supper is a traditional celebration of 
the life and poetry of Robbie Burns, 
the famous Scottish poet. These cele-
brations are held the world over. Here 
on Salt Spring Island we are proud to 
combine our love of Scottish dancing 
with music and good food.

One of the highlights of the evening 
is the Address to the Haggis, which will 
be delivered so eloquently by Harvey 
Moore. We then sit down to a wonder-
ful meal of roast beef, neeps and tat-
ties and, of course, the famous haggis.

Then with full bellies we will lis-
ten to Reuben Kaufman give The 
Immortal Memory. He will be followed 

by club members Clayne Conings and 
Joyce Weir, who will offer a heartfelt 
Toast to the Lassies and in true good-
humoured tradition a Reply from the 
Lassies will follow.

No evening would be complete 
without a rousing rendition of the 
Star o’ Rabbie Burns, which will be 
sung by yet another great voice: Walter 
Stewart.

We will have live music with popular 
musicians Mary Ross on the accor-
dion and Janette Polson playing the 
fiddle. The Grand March starts off the 
dancing as our piper Len Campbell 
from Nanaimo pipes us in.

Then the shout goes up: “Let the 
dancing begin!”

This  is  what  makes our Robbie 
Burns event every year such a fun and 
successful evening, along with the 
sharing of the Burns supper traditions 
with Scots and non-Scots alike in our 
community. 

Our teacher Richard Bennett leads 
the dancing and will get everyone up 
dancing a jig or two as he reels us 
around the floor with a few old favou-
rites like a Dashing White Sergeant, 
Gay Gordons and St. Bernard’s Waltz. 

No dance experience is necessary, 
just a love of and community in true 
Scottish tradition.

Tickets are available from Pat Spen-
cer at 250-653-4700.

Scots Wha Hae!

PRESENTED BY
MARY WINSPEAR CENTRE SUNDAY,

JANUARY 29
2:00PM

BooKs 

Perfect winter reading awaits
Latest finds on the New 
Shelves  at Salt Spring 
Public Library

By MAggIE WARBEy
D r i f t w o o D  c o n t r i b u t o r 

If you are looking for some 
fine winter reading, check out 
the New Shelves at the library 
for the best and latest myster-
ies, adventures, travels, crafts, 
how to, cooking, and so much 
more. You’ll find fiction and 
non-fiction tit les to satisfy 
every taste and interest.

For example, if you love Jack 
Reacher (and who doesn’t?) 
you will not want to put down 
Lee Child’s latest tale. Night 
School takes us back to Reach-
er’s army days where he serves 
with honour and distinction. 
There is enough gratuitous vio-
lence and sex to fulfill reader 
expectations, and a good, solid, 
intriguing tale to keep Reacher 
on the move and involved. 

This story is one of the best 
developed plots in the series; 
it certainly leaves the reader 
eagerly waiting for the next 
installment.

•
Deadhead: the Bindweed 

Way to Grow Flowers  cata-
logues one farmer’s experi-
ence: experiments, not mis-
takes, in the flower growing 
business. This small volume 
g i v e s  a  r a t h e r  i m p re s s i v e 
overview of what is actually 

involved in growing flowers 
for profit as well as pleasure. 
Down-to-earth, sensible infor-
mation, specific suggestions, 
interesting details all flow into 
a welcome resource for one of 
the most pleasant and growing 
trends in the market.

•
Now is the time to curl up 

w i t h  E y e w i t n e s s  Tr a v e l ’s 
Car ibbean ,  just  one of  the 
many new travel  guides to 
warmer, colder and interesting 
places around the globe. Full 
of photographs, maps, useful 
travel information and cultural 
guidance, this volume is indis-
pensable for planning your 
next warm holiday. 

One of the most useful fea-
tures in the book is the tailor-
made itineraries that help trav-
ellers fit it all in no matter how 
long or how short their stay. 
From turtle watching, to beach 
surfing, to greatest places to 
stay and dine, this book offers 
advice that will make your trip 
your dream holiday.

•
Good Kids, Tough Choices: 

How Parents Can Help Their 
Children Do the Right Thing is 
a stage-by-stage compendium 
of how to instill children with 
the desire and tools to live a 

value-based life. 
The book presents ways of 

looking at goodness, pitfalls 
and moving forward. It is full 
of practical advice, examples 
from the wide world and bea-
cons to guide parents and chil-
dren onto the path of ethical 
behaviours. 

Topics covered include thrift, 
responsibility, morals, ethics, 
sexuality, stealing and emo-
tions. It is a small but mighty 
volume that covers a lot of 
principled themes.

•
Jay Ingram’s The Science of 

Why answers many questions: 
many you never thought to 
ask, and many that you always 
wondered about. “Why does 
asparagus make my pee smell 
funny?” for example, is just 
one of the amazing scientific 
questions and answers found 
between these covers. 

Other questions include the 
body, the animal kingdom, the 
supernatural and the natural 
world. Such conundrums as 
“ Why does campfire smoke 
follow you around?” are just 
begging to be asked and fully 
answered in a way that enlight-
ens and entertains, not belit-
tles. 

And that is just what this 
author is  known for :  clear, 
w e l l - e x p l a i n e d  a n s w e r s  t o 
those nagging questions that 
we never knew how, or who, 
to ask.

on thenew ShelveS

DRiFtWooD FiLE PHotoS BY JEN MAcLELLAN 

From top, Scottish banners on 
display and piper Len campbell at 
the 2014 Robbie Burns Dinner and 
Dance put on by the Salt Spring 
Scottish country Dance club.
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VIEW OUR ONLINE 
COMPREHENSIVE 

INTERACTIVE 
CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

 LISTINGS

  CINEMA

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story — A group of unlikely heroes band together 
to steal the plans to the Death Star, the Empire’s ultimate weapon of destruc-
tion, in this key event in the Star Wars timeline.  
National Theatre Live: No Man’s Land with Ian McKellen & Patrick Stewart 
— Ian McKellen and Patrick Stewart return to the West End stage in Harold 
Pinter’s comedy No Man’s Land, from Wyndham’s Theatre, London. Thursday, 
Feb. 2 only. 3 p.m. matinee and 7 p.m. Advance tickets at the cinema Fri. to Tues. 
6-7 p.m. Special arrangements can also be made for tickets. Email thefritz@
hotmail.ca. 

  EXHIBITIONS

• Salt Spring Photography Club holds its annual lobby show at ArtSpring 
from Jan. 5 through 31. 
• Weston Abbott-Arcan presents art work related to the mystical, the symbolic 
and the afterlife at the Salt Spring Library Program Room through January.
• Sabrina Ali shows photography highlighted by lines of her poetry at the 
Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe from Jan. 16 to Feb. 28. Until then, Salt Spring 
Photography Club members have photographs on display at the cafe. 
• A shared photography exhibit is in the Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe hallway 
through January: Doors & Windows by Margaret Ann Argiro and Flowers by 
Judy McPhee.

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

Jan.13th to 19th Fri. to Thurs. 7pm  
Sun. 3pm matinee and 7pm

 National
Theatre
 Live

No Man's 
Land
with Ian McKellen & Patrick Stewart.  
Thurs. Feb. 2nd only   3pm matinee & 7 pm. 
Advance tickets  $22  at the Cinema 
Fri. to Tues. 6-7pm  

133 min
Rating: PG

by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com
1.250.352.2936 PAGE 19

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250 537 1522

Chronic Pain  
Self-Management Program
Six-week Wednesday workshop series
Begins January 18th • 3:00– 5:30pm  
Seniors Wellness Centre • Register: selfmgmt@uvic.ca 

Saltspring Driftwood Ad  Jan 11  What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

D.W. Salty 
is looking for material 
for his column, 
Streets of 
Salt Spring 
Island.
If you have 
information on any 
of our streets, 
please contact 
us at: 
250-537-9933 or 
dwsalty@driftwoodgimedia.com

Wed. Jan 11
 ACTIVITIES

Gulf Islands Board of 
Education. School board meets 
at GISS. 1 p.m.
Salt Spring Historical 
Society. Guest speaker is Harry 
Burton, Salt Spring apple histo-
rian. Central Hall. 2 p.m.
Youth Book Club at the 
Library. Youth ages 9-12 
invited to read The Sky Is Falling 
by Kit Pearson and to participate 
in discussions, eat snacks, and 
do crafts and other activities. 
Salt Spring Public Library. 3:30 
to 5 p.m.
Teens and Drug Use. Youth 
invited to gather for an hon-
est conversation facilitated by 
Angela Koetzle, youth substance 
use counsellor with Salt Spring 
Island Community Services. 
Refreshments served. Register at 
www.substanceuse-youth.
eventbrite.com. Core Inn Youth 
Project. 5 to 7 p.m.
Teens and Drug Use: What 
Adults Need to Know. Speaker 
Julie Green of Discovery Youth & 
Family Substance Use Services 
will provide information for 
parents on drug use and talk 
about risks and protective 
factors in free workshop. 
Child-minding is available by 
registration. Register at www.
substanceuse-cymhsu.event-
brite.com. Salt Spring Public 
SongJam. A pub-style singalong 
to the soundtrack of our lives. 
Moby’s Pub every Wednesday 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Thur. Jan 12
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
GISS Drama: 1984. 
GISS Acting 11/12 class adapta-
tion of the George Orwell novel, 
with original, live music. Not 
recommended for young audi-
ences. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
Open Mic With Dave & Ross. 
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub 
beginning at 8 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES  
January Probus Club 
Speaker. 
Paul Roberts, chair of the Lady 
Minto Hospital Auxiliary, is 
guest speaker. His topic will be 
the 80 Year History of the Lady 
Minto Auxiliary. Meaden Hall. 
10 a.m.
Dance Temple 55+. 
New lightly guided dance ses-
sion for dancers 55 and over 
and those who want a gentler, 
shorter dance experience. Salt 
Spring Wellness Centre. 3 to 
4 p.m. 
Dance Temple Thursdays. 
A lightly facilitated community 
gathering to tune in, join in, 
celebrate, meditate and unwind 
through movement. Beaver 
Point Hall. 7 to 9 p.m. 

Intro to Squash. 
Free three-Thursday series at 
the new squash court at the 
Salt Spring Golf Club property 
begins today. Just bring non-
marking shoes and appropriate 
clothing; other equipment pro-
vided. Salt Spring Squash Court. 
6:45 to 9 p.m.  

Fri. Jan 13
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
GISS Drama presents 1984.
See Thursday’s listing.

 ACTIVITIES  
Youth Writing Workshop. 
Salt Spring Island Public Library 
offers event for youth ages 
9-14, facilitated by Nikky and 
Lina and running the second 
Friday of each month. First ses-
sion is on Plot/Theme/Genre. 
Please sign up in advance at the 
library information desk. Salt 
Spring Island Public Library. 1 
to 3 p.m.
Jukebox Fridays. 
Every Friday night at Moby’s 
Pub. 8 p.m.
Argentine Tango Practica.
Fridays at the Core Inn, third 
floor. 8 to 10 p.m. All are wel-
come to join the Por el Amor 
del Tango group at weekly 
practices.

Sat. Jan 14
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Vetta Presents Sea and Sky. 
Second event in Salt Spring con-
cert series with the Sea and Sky 
Ensemble features an evening of 
20th-century music. Guest Bill 
Richardson narrates Stravinky’s 
L’Histoire du Soldat. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m. 
Everyday People. 
Live music featuring Tom Upex, 
Tara Hollingsworth, Scout Upex, 
Mark LeCorre, Bruce Cameron 
and Peter McFarlane. Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m.

Sun. Jan 15
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
Wesley Hardisty. 
Live at the Salt Spring Inn. 6 to 
9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES  
Rollerblading. 
Every Sunday at Fulford Hall 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Some roller-
blades available to rent at the 
hall.  
Intro to Squash.
See Thursday’s listing, except the 
time is 1:30 to 3:45 p.m.
Copper Kettle Town Hall and 
Potluck.
With special discussion on 
affordable housing plans for 
Ganges. All Saints Church. 4:30 
p.m.

Mon. Jan 16
 ACTIVITIES

Dance Temple Mondays. 
New session at Beaver Point 
Hall. One hour of dancing, fol-
lowed by a sharing circle/forum 
practice. 7 to 9 p.m.   
Salt Spring Toastmasters. 
Every Monday evening (except 
statutory holidays), a dedicated 
band of public speaking learn-
ers and enthusiasts meet to 
improve public speaking skills, 
and have fun. Guests are always 
welcome. Shared Space in 
Merchants’ Mews. 7 p.m.

Tue. Jan 17
 ACTIVITIES  
Innovation and Green 
Business Workshop. 
Join in for a video by E. Sirolli 
on Enterprise Facilitation, 
plus presentations on TSSEC’s 
green micro loans and mentor-
ing opportunities, the Rural 
Business Accelerator program, 
and local green business start-
ups, and discussion on what 
a green entrepreneur needs 
to succeed. Co-sponsored by 
Transition Salt Spring. Salt 
Spring Library Program Room. 
7 p.m.
Floor Hockey. 
Every Tuesday at Fulford Hall. 
7:30 p.m.
Intro to Squash. 
See Thursday’s listing, except 9 
to 11:15 a.m.   

Wed. Jan 18
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GISS Dance Show. GISS Dance 
presents Roots, a high-energy, 
vibrant show of new choreogra-
phy that pays tribute to the roots 
of modern and popular dance 
styles. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES

Water Licensing and 
Agriculture Workshop. 
Learn how the B.C. Water 
Sustainability Act will affect 
property owners with a well 
used for non-domestic purposes, 
such as farming, food production 
and other commercial uses. Salt 
Spring Farmers’ Institute. 1 p.m.

Wed. Jan 18
  ACTIVITIES

Tech Cafe: Selling Online. 
An Introduction to Selling 
Online with WordPress and 
WooCommerce with hosts Phil 
Rees and Duncan Elsey. Space 
is limited. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 7 p.m.
Central Community Hall 
Board of Directors Meeting. 
Public welcome. Central 
Community Hall. 7 p.m.  

IF YOU 
HAVE AN 

EVENT 
FOR THE  
EVENTS 

CALENDAR 
EMAIL:
 news@

gulfislands
driftwood.

com

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Dance Temple 
sessions are 
on Thursdays 
and Mondays.

25
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expert ADVICE 250-537-9933 or 
sales@gulfislandsdrifTWood.CoM 

To be a parT of This popular feaTure!

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Mechanic

GYLE
KEATING

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









It looks like we are in for 
more winter weather

If you are having to be out and about in the slippery 
conditions there is no replacement for good winter 
tires, real winter windshield washer antifreeze, good 
wiper blades, operational lights and basically a fully 
functional vehicle. 

There are still snow tires available in most sizes if 
needed.  If you aren’t sure if your car is up to the task of 
getting you around have it checked out by your service 
provider before depending on it, no one wants to be 
stuck out in the cold. 

Drive Safe, Gyle

DRIFTWOOD
AD PROOF

24 hour response required 

Please proof this ad carefully 
and reply ASAP with your OK or 
changes. If you have changes,

 please respond ASAP 
thus allowing the production 

team time to make the changes 
indicated.

If we do not receive a response, 
by Tuesday at 10am

the ad goes to press in this 
format. 

Thanks very much.

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson

Often sellers will say to me “I want to wait till 
my spring garden blooms”. Many, many homes 
have lovely spring gardens;  the better plan is to get the jump on the season 
and avoid undue competition as the listings supply expands later in the year.
By listing now, your residence will:
- stand out when it comes on the market on a day when there are few other 

new listings - buyers are waiting;
-	 possibly	be	the	only	listing	that	a	buyer	receives	instant	email	notification	

about, when listed this time of year;
- have a better position in the market - price-point wise, BEFORE all the 

new competition is available;
- many “last year” temporarily off the market (while owners vacation) 

listings, burst back onto the market in April & May...your listing can 
stand out more effectively - SOONER.
I sell many homes in January and February that may not have sold at the 

same price later in the year, due to better buys coming on the market as the 
spring progresses.  

This old adage is really true for real estate: 
 “Why Wait till Spring? - Do it NOW!”

Is It bEttER to lIst now  
oR waIt untIl spRIng 
aRRIvEs?

Direct: 250-537-9894
RE/MAX Salt Spring: 1-800-731-7131

jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

2 0 1 6

Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.(B.C)  - GOLD AWARD 2015 (VREB)
TOP SELLER ON SSI for 2016 based on highest number of 

listings & sales - Victoria Real Estate Board statistics.

chAIRMAN’S
cluB

 
Fitness Expert

BRENDA
AKERMAN

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

Helpful Hints For 2017
•	 Take	time	for	yourself.
•	 Don’t	sweat	the	small	stuff.
•	 Do	not	skip	out	of	your	workout.
•	 Eat	a	well	balanced	diet.
•	 Some	 people	 skip	 breakfast,	 eat	 a	 small	 lunch	 then	
consume	most	of	your	calories	at	the	end	of	the	day.	Try	
to	keep	the	calorie	furnace	burning	and	fuel	your	body’s	
metabolism	all	day.

•	 Stay	hydrated-drink	8	glasses	of	water	a	day.	At	a	cellular	
level	you	“burn	more	calories”	if	you	are	well	hydrated.

•	Maintain	a	healthy	weight.
•	 Do	something	fun	for	yourself	everyday.
•	 Aqua	 fit	will	make	 you	 smile,	 have	 fun	 and	 decrease	
stress.	 It	will	 increase	 your	 energy,	 balance,	 strength,	
coordination,	range	of	motion	and	your	flexibility.

ALL THE BEST WISHES FOR 2017

JaZZ musIC 

Dave Brubeck tribute on tap
Rémi Bolduc and band 
performs

ArtSpring welcomes the new 
year with a brand new roster 
of Salt Spring, Canadian and 
international talent. 

The year begins with Cana-
dian jazz hero Rémi Bolduc 
and his ensemble on the eve-
ning of Friday, Jan. 20.

A star saxophonist of Mon-
treal’s jazz scene, McGill Uni-
versity professor Bolduc com-
poses, performs and records 
with numerous ensembles. He 
released his first CD, Fable, 
in 1996 in collaboration with 
Marc Johnson, Ben Monder 
and Owen Howard. Bolduc has 
recorded many CDs since then, 
most notably Tribute to Charlie 
Parker, which won him a Félix 
Award for best jazz album of 
the year in 2011. 

Next Friday’s show is called A 
Tribute to Dave Brubeck, when 
Bolduc will be accompanied by 
double bassist Fraser Hollins, 
pianist François Bourassa and 
drummer Dave Laing. 

The performers will play 
Take Five, Blue Rondo a la Turk 
and other compositions from 
Brubeck’s famous Time Out 
album, which was released to 
great acclaim in 1959.

“Playing that is both intense 
and under control, breathtak-
ing precision, magnetic stage 
presence, refreshing original 
compositions: that’s the for-
midable package offered by 
Rémi Bolduc, one of Cana-
da’s best jazz saxophonists,” 
states the Coastal Jazz web-
site. “Acclaimed at the most 
important venues from New 
York to Paris by way of Gene-
va, Tokyo and Beijing, Rémi 

danCe PerformanCe

GISS delves into ‘Roots’
Dance show pays 
homage to history

GISS Dance presents Roots, a 
high-energy, vibrant show of new 
choreography, during two perfor-
mances at ArtSpring on Jan. 18 and 
19.

“For this show, we’ve gone back 
in time to discover the roots of 
dance,” a press release from the 
Gulf Islands Secondary School pro-
gram explains. “Steps and aesthet-
ics from the New York dance halls 
of the 1930s have influenced our 
current popular culture, and we 
pay tribute to this. 

“Audiences will watch us do 
the Suzie-Q, Breeze in the Knees, 
the Flying Charleston, Spank the 
Baby and the Lindy. The influ-
ence of these dance steps — via 
James Brown and Michael Jackson, 
of course — are evident in Bruno 

Mars’ choreography in his latest 
music videos, and are all around us 
in popular music and dance cul-
ture.”

GISS students will also pay trib-
ute to the streets of the Bronx and 
the origins of hip hop culture. They 
note that six steps, top rocks and 
dance battles offered a non-vio-
lent way to prove “street cred” and 
social power, and steered the MCs, 
DJs and b-boys and b-girls of the 
‘80s to influence current day rap-
pers and dancers such as Drake, 
Kanye West, G-Eazy, Lady Leshurr 
and The Weekend. 

“In Roots, the teen dancers will 
transport the audience from the 
dance halls of New York City in 1939 
to the street corners at the Bronx 
River Houses in 1989 to Havana, 
Cuba and then to the stage of 
ArtSpring in 2016,” the press release 
states.

Showtime is 7:30 p.m.

worKsHoPs

Arts education at library 
Clay and book design sessions on offer 

Islanders looking to expand their creative side and learn new skills will have 
two unique opportunities at the Salt Spring Public Library this month. 

Beginning on Tuesday, Jan. 24, Kathleen Raven will host a free, three-week 
workshop on Hand Building with Clay. In this series of classes, Raven will dem-
onstrate how she creates her signature clay characters and the finishes she uses.

Anyone interested in learning about clay is welcome to attend. Classes run 
for three consecutive Tuesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. More information on Raven’s 
work is available at her Facebook page under Kathleen Raven Pottery & Clay.

On Wednesday, Jan. 25 at 4 p.m., budding authors and graphic designers 
alike can benefit from the one-off Book Cover Design discussion with Margaret 
Boland. Boland is a registered graphic designer who has been a professional 
book designer for many years. She has taught graphic design at the university 
level and was on the faculty of the San Miguel Writer’s Conference in 2014.

This talk is suitable for Salt Spring writers who are planning to self-publish, 
and also for those who may be working with a traditional publisher. Par-
ticipants will begin to gain some insights regarding what steps are necessary in 
thinking about a cover that both expresses their writing and will also be effective 
on the shelf or online.  Boland will also share some common mistakes to avoid, 
as well as what a well-designed book cover looks like in 2017. 

Bolduc captivates the audience 
with the dazzling virtuosity and 
stunning maturity that have 
made him a most accomplished 
musician.”

The ArtSpring show, spon-
sored by Seth Berkowitz, begins 
at 7:30 p.m. and is preceded by 
a pre-show bar opening at 6:30 
p.m.

WWW.REmiBolDUC.Com

montreal jazz musician Rémi Bolduc channels Dave Brubeck, with an 
upcoming ArtSpring performance set for Jan. 20.
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Spirit of Salt Spring

The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood for local businesses and 
organizations to publicize charitable donations. First-come, first-served basis as space permits.
CALL DRIFTWOOD EDITOR GAIL SJUBERG FOR DETAILS. 250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS
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Viva Chorale! artistic director 
Caroni Young, left, presents Salt 
Spring Community Services 
program director Annika Lund 
with cash donations totalling 
$880, which was raised at the 
choir’s annual Christmas food 
bank fundraiser concert on 
Dec. 16 at All Saints, along 
with several boxes of donated 
food. The choir thanks all those 
who attended and donated so 
generously.

Spirit of Salt Spring

The Spirit of Salt Spring is a regular feature in the Driftwood for local businesses and 

CHARITABLE SOCIETIES

SSIWI grants announced
Pie sales aid local 
organizations

The Salt Spring Island Women’s 
Institute has announced their 
annual grant recipients, with over 
$7,500 given to organizations on 
Salt Spring Island, Vancouver 
Island and worldwide in 2016.

Grants were given to the fol-
lowing organizations at the pre-
scribed levels:

$100-$250
Greenwoods Eldercare Society; 

Island Comfort Quilts; SSI 4H;  SSI 
Farmers’ Institute Museum; SSI 
Girl Guides; Santa’s Workshop; 
Therapeutic Riding Association.

$500-$999
BC Children’s Hospital; Copper 

Kettle; Fulford Community Hall; 
SSI Farmers’ Institute; SSI Food 
Bank; “Water for All” Project.

$1,000-$1,250 
Centre for Children’s Health of 

Vancouver Island; GISS Bursary.

Salt Spring Island Women’s Insti-
tute members (also known as the 
“Pie Ladies”) raise money by selling 
pies at Heritage Day, the Salt Spring 
Fall Fair and the Salt Spring Apple 
Festival. The organization has been 
active on Salt Spring since 1920 
and is dedicated to helping family 
and community. New members are 
always needed. Please contact them 
at thestinkyfarm@yahoo.ca.

Christmas
trees 

begone! 
Photos by 

JEN MACLELLAN

Salt Spring Fire Rescue 
personnel and Salt Spring 
Wood Chipping teamed 
up for the annual Christ-
mas tree chipping event 
Saturday at the Central Fire 
Hall. Clockwise from top 
left is Capt. Dale Lundy, the 
line-up of trees, fi refi ghter 
Cody Hunsberger assist-
ing machine owner Cam 
Proudfoot and fi refi ghter 
Clayton Akerman. The 
service was off ered by 
donation to the Salt Spring 
Food Bank. Thirty-fi ve trees 
were chipped and $285.85 
was collected.
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES

“Since 1964”

SMYTHE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

“Quality Workmanship - Reliable Service”

Ph: 250-213-6316

Fax: 778-746-7310

info@smytheroofing.com

Vince Smythe
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.

Stephen - from the Island, for the Island

Authorized by David Goldsmith, Financial Agent for the BC Liberal Party | 604-605-6001

STEPHEN P

ROBERTS
SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS
info@stephenproberts.ca

STEPHEN PSTEPHEN P

ROBERTS
SAANICH NORTH 
info@stephenproberts.ca

@SRobertsBC

heres my card

We PRICE MATCH

OFF-ISLAND STORES

New Appliances

Over 40 Major

Brands

info@saltspringappliance.com
www.saltspringappliance.com

OFF-ISLAND STORES

  Salt Spring

Appliance
SALES & REPAIR 250-537-5596

Peter Andress
Service for all models

Save the ferry fare!

Stanley Laing
Accounting & income tAx ServiceS

Personal & Corporate Taxes
Small Business, Bookkeeping & Payroll

Home Visits, For Mobility Challenged

115 McGoldrick Place (off Howell Lane) Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2P7

250 537 8860  
FAX: 250 537 8859   shakima@shaw.ca

Ph: 250-537-9933 ext: 205   
Cell: 250-221-2145

www.driftwoodgimedia.com  
dmercer@driftwoodgimedia.com

Dave Mercer
ACCOUNT MANAGERDgiM DriftwooD 
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New program brings reading to park
PARC and library team up
for StoryWalk

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The love of reading and the joys to be 
found in the great outdoors are now com-
ing together thanks to a new partnership 
between the Salt Spring Parks and Rec-
reation Commission and the Salt Spring 
Public Library.

Launching Friday, Jan. 20, StoryWalk is a 
monthly program aimed at children who 
are just embracing literacy, from preschool 
age to around Grade 2. Parents and educa-
tors can bring kids to the library every third 
Friday of the month for a reading and crafts 
event at 10 a.m., to be followed by a self-
directed walk and reading adventure that 
leads through Mouat Park to the Rainbow 
Road Pool, one page of a book at a time. 

The new event is part of an effort by 
PARC programs coordinator Kara MacKay 
to create more activities for children and 
youth on the island. She learned about Sto-
ryWalk after the CRD-managed West Shore 
Parks and Recreation Centre started offer-
ing the trademarked program, which was 
created by Anne Ferguson of Montpellier, 
Vt. and developed in cooperation with the 
Kellogg Hubbard Library.

“I think it’s great for kids because it gets 
you outdoors. Sometimes going on a walk 
is boring for kids, so this adds something 
to be interested and engaged in, and might 
get them outside for longer,” MacKay said.

Librarian Nikky McCarvill has been 
equally enthusiastic about embracing the 
partnership.

“I see it from the opposite side — for 
those kids who can’t sit still long enough to 
read a book, this will allow them to get their 
energy out and be active and still be excited 
by a story,” McCarvill said. 

Free reading and craft activities will take 
place at 10 a.m. at the library on Story-
Walk days. After that participants can walk 
through Mouat Park at their leisure any-
time until dark. The walk will lead along 
the creekside path and then cut toward 
Rainbow Road to the pool.

Story pages will be available for reading 
from 10 a.m. to  6 p.m.

“For families who are looking for some-
thing a little longer to do, we’ve arranged 
it to take place while the pool is open, so 
people can walk to the pool,” MacKay said, 
noting the facility’s hours go later on Friday 
evenings. 

“I think it will be a really good routine 
for a lot of families, too,” McCarvill said. “I 
see it as something families will want to do 
together. And even if they don’t come to the 
library, anyone just walking through the 
park will hopefully take a look,” she added.

The program will take place on a few 
third Fridays when school is in session. 
School groups are welcome to attend — 
McCarvill asks that teachers contact her 
first so she can plan a special activity.

The first story title has yet to be decided 
on, but the book is being borrowed through 
another partnership with the Early Learn-
ing for Families program at School Dis-
trict 64. MacKay hopes to create a shared 
community effort with Westshore and the 
Greater Victoria Public Library, which is 
also planning to start a StoryWalk program.

“I hope all of us can pool our resources 
together because I think it would be neat 
if all of us can share our different stories,” 
she said.

McCarvill is meanwhile hoping to build 
up the local component. She has applied 
for a grant that would allow her to bring in 
island authors for library visits. 

researcH  

Community snapshot survey announced
March open house 
among consultation 
activities

SUBMITTED BY SALT SprINg 
FOUNDATION 

Think you know Salt Spring? 
Ever wondered what makes 
this island of 10,000 very dif-
ferent souls tick? What it’s got, 
and what it needs? Have you 
thought about the issues that 
most concern islanders? Are 
we happy? Miserable? Or are 
we just muddling along?

Over the coming months 
the Salt Spring Island Foun-
dation, the charity that helps 
local charities, will endeavour 
to answer many of these ques-
tions through an ambitious 
project called Vital Signs®, an 
initiative that has been under-
taken by many community 
foundations across Canada. 
Launched to coincide with 
Canada’s 150th anniversary, 
Salt Spring’s Vital Signs report 
will be published in Octo-
ber 2017 and will present a 
unique snapshot of the island 
and the people who live here.

Managed and produced 
professionally, but guided by 

a steering committee of Salt 
Spring Island Foundation and 
other community volunteers, 
Vital Signs will gather data 
from government and local 
sources on significant social 
and economic trends in areas 
that are critical to the quality 
of life on Salt Spring. Follow-
ing community consultations, 
which include an open house 
at the library on March 2 and a 
comprehensive survey of local 
citizens, the issue areas to be 
included will be finalized. We 
will be considering important 
areas such as health and well-
ness, housing, arts and cul-
ture, the environment, work 
and employment and others 
identified as relevant to our 
community. 

Through a combination 
of data review and compara-
tive analysis, Salt Spring’s 
Vital Signs will offer valuable 
insights into community 
strengths and challenges in 
a comprehensive and highly 
readable format that will be 
widely available as a printed 
report and online.

In past years, Vital Signs 
has proven an extremely 
helpful tool for communities 
and their foundations across 

Canada. In 2016, the Victo-
ria Foundation published its 
11th Vital Signs report, which 
throws a fascinating and high-
ly accessible spotlight on the 
capital and its residents. Many 
smaller Vancouver Island 
communities, including 
Campbell River, Comox Valley, 
Port Alberni and Nanaimo, 
have also done Vital Signs in 
the past and have found the 
report invaluable.

Among other benefits, Salt 
Spring’s Vital Signs will pro-
vide an opportunity to listen 
to the concerns of islanders, 
identify some of the most 
pressing issues in our com-
munity and provide up-to-
date local information to 
assist all levels of government 
and local non-profit organi-
zations in strategic planning 
and funding. The foundation 
will contribute to the cost 
of producing the report, but 
is also seeking sponsorship 
from all levels of government, 
local and regional businesses 
and individual supporters.

Foundation chair Kees 
Ruurs says, “This such an 
exciting venture for Salt 
Spring. We all think we know 
our island, but Vital Signs will 

provide a wonderful tool for 
community conversation and 
collaboration and help the 
foundation and other island 
charities understand and plan 
for the many issues facing us 
in the coming years.” 

For more information, visit 
the foundation website, ssi-
foundation.ca, or call 250-537-
8305.   

What is Vital Signs? 
Started by Toronto Founda-

tion in 2001, Vital Signs has 
since engaged more than 85 
communities in Canada and 
around the world to mobi-
lize the power of community 
knowledge for greater local 
impact.

Vital Signs reports use com-
munity knowledge to mea-
sure the vitality of commu-
nities and to tell the story of 
how Canadian communities 
are faring in key quality-of-life 
areas.

Vital Signs reports are 
launched the first week of 
October each year. Current 
and past publications for 
other Canadian communities 
may be viewed at communi-
tyfoundations.ca/vitalsigns/
reports/.

Photo CoURtESY SCott CoUNtY LibRARY

A StoryWalk panel from Scott County Library in Scott City, Kansas. the collaborative 
program has its Salt Spring launch on Jan. 20.
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Friends, families and members 
of the Salt Spring community all 
experience the personal and social 
impact of dementia. It’s not just their 
disease. It’s ours too.

That’s why the Alzheimer Society 
of B.C. is asking residents to be 
#InItForAlz and show support for 
people affected by the disease on the 
island.

“It’s about making dementia not 
just someone else’s problem but 
everyone’s concern. Dementia should 
be a cause that we can all rally 

around because we embrace people 
living with the disease,” says Gabriela 
Townsend, support and education 
coordinator, first link for the society’s 
Greater Victoria Resource Centre.

“Alzheimer’s disease and other 
dementias affect thousands of 
families in British Columbia,” 
says Health Minister Terry Lake. 
“Alzheimer’s Awareness Month is 
an opportunity to learn more about 
how we can support people in our 
community who are living with the 
disease.”

Shot on location at Miracle Lanes, Sidney

Independent and assisted living choices for today’s senior.

2290 Henry Ave. Sidney
250.656.8827  

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
by THE TIDMAN GROUPwww.norgarden.com

It’s much more fun to roll in the fast lane 
with friends — staying healthy and strong 
for life’s third act. I’ve earned it. 

It’ h f t lll ii th f t l

Fun never asks 
how old you are.

AT  N O R G A R D E N

dec

January is Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Month 

Seniors Program 

SENIORS WELLNESS OFFICE,

129 Hereford Ave.
CALL 250-537-4607 FOR MORE INFO
Open 10am - 2pm Monday through Friday

CHRONIC PAIN SELF-MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP:
WHEN: Starts Wednesday January 25th and runs for 6 
Wednesdays, ending on March 1, 2017, 3-5:30 pm.
WHERE: Senior’s offi ce, 129 Hereford Ave.
HOW: to register: www.selfmanagementbc.ca . For more 
information or support call the offi ce.

email proof to: sszakacs@ssics.ca

Call Seniors’ Wellness about up-coming support groups
• Parkinson’s Peer Support, registration open for February
• Aging-Out Support for older LGBTQ2S adults

FOCUS ON SENIORSSALT 
SPRING

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS POPULAR 
MONTHLY FEATURE CONTACT 250-537-9933

QUICK FACTS

• Dementia doesn’t define a person. They’re still the same individual as 
they were before their diagnosis.

• People with dementia can continue the things they love and remain 
active in their communities with the right help and support.

• Alzheimer Societies across Canada provide programs and support 
services to help people with all forms of dementia, including Alzheimer’s 
disease, and their caregivers to live as well as possible.

• The Alzheimer Society is a leading Canadian funder of dementia 
research. Since 1989, it has invested over $50 million in bio-medical and 
quality-of-life research through its Alzheimer Society Research Program.

walKinG 

New water regulations will ding non-domestic users
Jan. 18 workshop 
examines impacts

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

A Jan. 18 workshop orga-
nized ahead of new provincial 
water requirements will offer 
farmers and commercial or 
industrial users a better idea of 
how they’ll be affected by fees 
associated with B.C.’s Water 
Sustainability Act.

“The new legislation 

requires that all non-domestic 
wells be licensed and pay rent-
al rates for the use of ground-
water by 2019,” said Shannon 
Cowan, coordinator of the Salt 
Spring Island Watershed Pro-
tection Authority.

Non-domestic wells sup-
ply water for purposes such 
as farming, food production, 
irrigation of areas larger than 
a quarter acre and other com-
mercial uses.

“The small-scale, direct-to-
consumer farms in the Gulf 

Islands are not exempt from 
these new groundwater pro-
tection regulations and will 
have to obtain water licences 
and pay annual rents to the 
government for any non-
domestic wells if they are used 
for food production,” Cowan 
said.

The Jan. 18 workshop in 
the Farmers’ Institute upstairs 
meeting room will also out-
line what’s in store for people 
who have a well or plan to dig 
one for commercial uses on 

their property, including bed 
and breakfasts, Airbnb units, 
hotels and other home-based 
businesses.

The 1 to 4 p.m. workshop 
will help property owners 
determine how much they 
will be required to pay, what 
information to include in 
their application and how 
to take advantage of a tem-
porary free licensing period. 
Changes come into effect in 
February.

The event is being orga-

nized by SSIWPA in con-
junction with the Salt Spring 
Island Agricultural Alliance 
to coincide with ongoing 
implementation of the Water 
Sustainability Act, which is 
intended to better manage 
freshwater sources across the 
province. The act officially 
came into effect on Feb. 29, 
2016 after seven years of dis-
cussions held throughout 
B.C.

“This workshop is most 
applicable to the farming 

community and commer-
cial/industrial groundwater 
licences,” Cowan said.

She encouraged people 
who have surface water 
licences or who rely on sur-
face water for any commercial 
operation to attend and ask 
ministry staff in attendance 
about the stewardship of 
freshwater resources. 

For further details about 
the Water Sustainability Act 
or next week’s event,  con-
tact Cowan at 250-653-4867.
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Find us by accident!
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

• Wills, Estates, Power of Attorney/Representation Agreements
• Trusts  • Residential Real Estate
• Matrimonial agreements
• Elder Law  • Guardianship
• Corporate/Commercial  • Licenced to practice in the Yukon

ANNA J.  PUGH
B A R R I S T E R  &  S O L I C I TO R

C L E M E N T  &  P U G H  L AW Y E R S
1-105 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island, BC  

ph: 250.537.5505    cell: 250.539.0012    email: anna@ssilaw.ca

P E R S O N A L  L AW  C O R P

Paul Zolob
BROKER/REALTOR®

Duncan Realty

Salt Spring Offi ce
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

250-526-2626
paul@paulzolob.com
www.paulzolob.com

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@shaw.ca
See us on Facebook

  your Home...
your Mortgage...

our Passion...

Carol Malloch, AMP
carol@mortgagecanada.com

Arlene Modderman, AMP
arlene@mortgagecanada.com

250 537 4090  204-149 Fulford-Ganges Road (by appt. only)

info@adamolsen.ca

www.adamolsen.ca

For appointments call 
1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy 
Denturist

Salt Spring o�  ce located at 
Gulf Clinic

241 Lower Ganges Road

• New Dentures
•  Reline & Repairs
•  Home & Care 
 Facility Visits

Ideas 

Science and poetry: why the big fuss?
Editor’s note: The follow-

ing is the first part of a single 
essay by Connections colum-
nist Bob Weeden. The second 
part will be published next 
week. 

Long ago, and almost on 
another planet, poets who 
were philosophers invented 
science. Today, poetry and the 
youngster are barely within 
screaming distance. Here’s sci-
ence in one corner, seeing the 
world as nothing but ongoing 
clashes of matter and energy 
without start, finish, designer 
or purpose. Far away, poetry 
insists there is something 
more, an aura around every 
form, motion and transaction. 
Science, says poetics, is a cold 
and barren calculus robbing 
everything of meaning. Poetry, 
science scoffs, is a trip to La- La 
Land.

Nothing but . . .? Or some-
thing more?

Science and poetics one 
day may shake hands. They 
are abstractions, pure as only 
abstractions can be. Only peo-
ple can make them real, and 
folks are vastly more complex 
and contradictory than the 
abstractions they dream up. 

There are scientists who 
write poems, and poets who do 
science. Whether one person 
can be good at several things 
isn’t at issue. The impulses and 
the potentials are there. Here’s 
poet Mary Oliver’s affectionate 
description of a young carpen-
ter who built her a small house. 
He can build almost anything, 
she notes, and works in so 
serene and assured a manner 
that he is a joy to watch. What 
he likes best, though, is a quiet 
hour to write the poems that 
itch his insides.

“Truly he is not very good 
at the puzzle of words,” says 
Oliver, “. . . but this in no way 
lessens his pleasure.”

Her book called Upstream 
inspired me to scribble some 
notions I’ve strayed onto dur-
ing 60 years as a sometime 
practitioner and continuing 
reader of science, and as a 
stubbornly amateurish poet. 
Scientists and poets share a lot 
more than most of us think. 
And, yes, there are tangled 
knots of disagreement.

The biggest contrast is that 
old bug-a-boo, objectivity. 
Objectivity is the object of sci-
ence, while subjectivity is the 
subject of poetry. One strives 
to be a clever robot; the other 
comes naked into the world, 
takes part in it, feels it and rep-
resents that intimate experi-
ence in clear, evocative words.

The two are very differ-
ent in the means they use to 
describe the world. Scientists 
measure things, using the uni-
versal language of numbers. 

Poets use metaphors. Math-
ematics enhances objectivity. 
The poet’s experience, how-
ever, is personal and unique. 
Described literally, it could 
bore and bewilder readers. 
Good metaphors convert long-
winded particulars to pithy 
comparisons that all who share 
a culture will recognize. 

Reporting on winter walks, 
Oliver writes, “And I search 
the deeper woods . . . in the 
silent blue afternoons, when 
the sand is still frozen and the 
snow falls slowly and aimlessly, 
and the whole world smells like 
water in an iron cup.” 

“Like water in an iron cup.” 
Everyday. Crystalline. Perfect.

If a scientist were to describe 
that congealed morning, she 
might give us a recipe for the 
chemicals producing that 
odour at ambient temperatures 
and humidity, with an appen-
dix listing experiments with 
an adequate variety and sta-
tistically significant number of 
sniffers. The event is too trivial 
for science, of course. Science 
isn’t much interested in the 
successive instants of surprise, 
boredom, ease, exhilaration, 
fear, adventure, discovery and 
self-awareness that mark the 
hours in memory. Still, every-
one — even scientists — yearn 
to make some experiences last, 
and metaphors can do the trick. 
Science frowns on metaphors, 
but scientists use them with 
scarcely a blush.

A third difference is that 
poets have to stay in the scale 
of things we all can experience. 
Poets can walk a shoreline, hold 
dying hands or shout at politi-
cal rallies. They cannot smell a 
boson, walk the Milky Way, or 
love a dodo (except, alas, meta-
phorically). The poet’s space is 

the human commons. The sci-
entist isn’t so limited.

Scientists and poets both 
have a fierce attentiveness, the 
ability to shut non-essentials 
away. It’s a rare kind of concen-
tration in these days of quick 
and shallow. Mary Oliver advis-
es writers to lock study doors, 
letting no one in, even the every-
day self with its grocery lists and 
dental appointments. That kind 
of attentiveness, she writes, “is 
the beginning of devotion.” 
Scientists would substitute the 
word “understanding.” 

Scientists and poets both 
love mysteries, though what 
they do then is different.  The 
scientist works to convert the 
unknown to the known, replac-
ing mystery first with marvel 
(fresh knowledge of the world 
always is marvellous), then, 
when familiarity takes the shine 
off, with a mechanistic “thing.” 
Poets see mysteries, marvels 
and things all as gifts of grace, 
each with an aura of something 
more. Wise poets don’t mind 
when scientists unwrap a puz-
zle; good science always finds 
new puzzles to replace the old. 
The unknown, to both, is where 
the joy lies.

All humans have creative 
imaginations, but I think many 
scientists and poets have more 
than usual, or exercise them 
harder. You might raise an eye-
brow at the notion that objec-
tive science needs a healthy 
imagination, but reason is 
useless without it as a partner. 
There’s a story, related in differ-
ent versions and possibly just a 
story, about a prominent math-
ematician who, on being told 
that a grad student had defect-
ed to poetry, said, “Good. He 
didn’t have enough imagination 
to be a mathematician!”

connections

Bob
Weeden

Scientists measure 
things, using the 
universal language 
of numbers. Poets 
use metaphors.

educatIon 

CFUW offers bursary
Generous aid available 
for local women 

The Salt Spring branch of the 
Canadian Federation of University 
Women is again offering a $3,000 
bursary for 2017 to a Gulf Islands 
woman committed to upgrading 
her education, whether at a com-
munity college, a trades institute, 
a university or a certified online 
study program.

This Second Chance Bursary 
is open to a female resident of 
Salt Spring, Galiano, the Penders, 
Mayne or Saturna who has been 
out of high school for at least one 
year and is in need of financial 
assistance to continue her educa-
tion. Preference will be given to 
applicants who are mothers with 
dependent children.

An application form with cri-
teria is available on and can be 
printed from the CFUW website at 
www.cfuwssi.ca. The application 
deadline is March 31.

“Empowering young women 
to continue their education is an 
important goal of the Canadian 
Federation of University Women,” 
explains a press release. “In addi-
tion to the Second Chance Bur-
sary, the Salt Spring CFUW also 
provides a $1,000 bursary each 
year to a woman student graduat-
ing from GISS. As well, through 
fundraising for their HOPE proj-
ect, the local CFUW has supported 
many young women in various 
Commonwealth countries who 
are struggling to continue their 
education.”

The Salt Spring chapter of 
CFUW is affiliated with the nation-
al CFUW and meets on the last 
Saturday of each month at the 
Harbour House. New members 
are welcomed. The local chapter 
will have a display table at the 
Salt Spring Film Festival (March 
4-6) with Second Chance Bursary 
information available there.

For more information, phone 
250-931-6830.

Photo coURtESY tREEfRoG PictURES

free rIde: Enjoying a ride in the latest tesla Mod-
el X courtesy of Stephen P. Roberts (behind) are, from 
left, William McDermott, winner of a fall fair draw to 
win the ride in the electric car, along with his friends 
Lucas Updegrove and Sam Barrett. Roberts is the local 
Liberal candidate in the 2017 B.c. election.
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PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 line classifieds:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
employment/leGal ads:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
display ads: $14.00 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

D R I F T W O O D

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

Call

250-537-9933
or 1-855-310-3535  •  over 20,000 classifieds on-line updated daily

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

= MITCHELL DEAN HOWARD<
November 21, 1960 - January 6, 2017

Mitchell Dean Howard arrived into this world on November 21, 1960 with a smile on 
his face and music in his heart. His loving, precious soul touched everyone in ways that 
will leave a tender mark in our hearts forever.  His smile melted hearts and brightened 
a room.  Mitch gifted us with his presence, his essence, his intellect, his humour, his 
goofi ness, his ability to create community and his love.

Mitch was born in Edmonton, Alberta to Calvin and Lauretta Howard.  Music was 
in his DNA and it was his calling to live a life rich with singing, playing music and 
performing.   In his early childhood days, the living room was his stage. With his siblings 

and cousins, they created and performed many grand productions that included singing, dancing and acting out many voices 
for a receptive audience of 2 (his parents).  His uncanny ability to mimic any voice, any dialect made for gut-wrenching 
laughter. Experiencing Mitch and his son Cole’s “schticks” with a plethora of impersonations was beyond compare. 

Mitch’s performing and musical talents continued well into his teen years.  At age 12, he starred as “Kurt” in a community 
production of The Sound of Music. Then  at age 16,  played “Pharoah” in the church production of “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat”.  Mastery of music continued with playing the trumpet and beginning a fi ne appreciation of a 
broad range of music of all genres and time periods from Bach to Queen, Mahler to Miles Davis.  Mitch advanced his love 
of music at U of A, with a degree in Music and Education, with Distinction, of course.  He honed his trumpet skills in NYC 
studying at the Manhatten School of Music.  He later pursued more formal education continued at University of Victoria 
where he earned a Masters of Education in 2005 focusing on community music making.  While his formal education was 
impressive and an IQ of 148, it was his informal learning, self-directed learning and thirst for more knowledge that defi ned 
Mitchell’s intellect and philosophies. He was a true renaissance man knowing something about everything.  He was a wicked 
Scrabble player and mastered the ‘art of the real estate’.  Few people could beat Mitch at Scrabble…his oldest daughter Brett 
was his fi ercest competitor.

Mitch’s winning smile, joie de vivre, love of performing, gift of singing and his easy natural rapport with children landed 
him his fi rst job teaching Gr. 3 and Music at Collingwood in Edmonton and a choir director position at St. Augustine’s 
Anglican Church.  He honed his teaching skills and grounded his teaching philosophy largely infl uenced by him mom 
Lauretta and other exceptional mentors.   This would build his foundation for his exceptional legacy on Salt Spring Island. 

On a family trip to the Gulf Islands (age 12), Mitch turned to his mom and said, “I’m going to live there one day”. This 
pursuit of a dream and ‘changing it up big’, has been gifted to his youngest daughter Kate as she pursues her own draw to an 
island and the ocean.  Mitch fell in love with SSI on a visit in 1995.   He knelt down and picked up beach stones in his hands 
and declared, “now I am home”.  Shortly thereafter he accepted a music teacher and principal position at the Salt Spring 
Centre School (SSCS). His fi rst marriage ended and his three children, Brett, Cole and Kate moved back to Edmonton while 
Mitch continued the contract at SSCS.  The lure of the coast, the mild weather, music and island life was all that Mitch 
needed to settle into life on SSI.  After SSCS, Mitch was hired with SD64 and enjoyed various teaching positions including 
dance, woodworking, music at the elementary and middle school levels and adult education.  He capitalized on his island 
hopping teaching positions by creating the “Band on the Boat” initiative.  He also accepted a position as the Youth Director 
for the Anglican Church.  Mitchell was infl uential in the music education system in BC, acting as the president of BC Music 
Educators Association, followed by acting as editor of the BCMEA magazine and columnist for Canadian Music Educator.  

Shortly after settling on SSI, he joined a choir called “Tuned Air”.  He met the love of his life a year later while singing in the 
choir.  Jennifer was a single mom with four children: Pippa, Simon, Daniel and Robyn.  Jen was also a music enthusiast and 
had an equally infectious laugh and smile.  They married in 2000 and began a lifetime of love, laughter and magical moments.  
Mitch embraced, loved and nurtured Jen’s four children as if they were his own.  He largely infl uenced and encouraged the 
innate musicality of Simon, Daniel and Robyn and admired Pippa for her wisdom and work ethic.

Mitch and Jennifer enjoyed several years of making music of many kinds.  Together they founded the Children’s Honour 
Choir, and were a dynamic duo with Salt Spring Singers as conductor and accompanist.  Their playful bantering made music 
and magic.   There was always a sense of oneness, joy and wonder at his concerts.  He built community everywhere he went.

Mitch and Jen were true soul mates, best friends, loved deeply and helped each other shine and grow.  They settled into 
their home on Woodland Drive and began to create a home fi lled with love, music and a lot of wood! Mitch embarked on 
a monumental undertaking by renovating their home.  His love of woodworking began with the kitchen renovations and 
continued throughout his house.  He constructed the cabinetry and prided himself on each and every detail.  He branched 
into making exquisite fi ne furniture, each a unique creation.  He was passionate about wood and what he could create with it.   
His weekend gig at Windsor plywood brought him closer to woodworking and home renovations as well as many wonderful 
friendships.  One step into Mitch and Jen’s house and it is evident that Mitch’s essence in in every grain of wood.  

Mitch was diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma in April, 2008.  His attitude towards this disease was always to ‘be at one 
with it’. He embodied acceptance and alignment over anger and hatred towards cancer. In fi ne Mitch form, he ensured 
he was well versed in all the treatments, protocols, and stats to be empowered and knowledgeable to have honest and real 
conversations with his care team.  Beyond his knowledge though, it was Mitch’s relationships with his doctors and nurses that 
made him an exceptional patient.  All throughout his illness even in his weakest and scariest moments, he always managed a 
smile, a song, a performance, a dance, a joke or a laugh.  This undoubtedly afforded him a few extra years to beat the odds so 
he could experience life in ways that may not have been possible.  Together with his brothers Owen and Trev, they experienced 
the beauty and architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright in Wisconsin with a bit of scotch tasting thrown in.  He was able to dip his 
toes in the icy Atlantic waters with him mom on a glorious trip to Newfoundland.  He was able to complete his gifts to every 
sibling and manage to build the pièce de resistance for Jodi. He crafted a shared vision with Dori to renovate a SSI property 
that embodies every ounce of his presence and the calmness and serenity of his soul.  He was able to take road trips with 
his kids and the entire blended family while singing racy tunes at the top of their lungs.  He lived to see the birth of his two 
granddaughters, Freya and Rowen.  And fi nally, he was able to spend many more tender loving moments with Jen.  Mitch left 
an imprint in everyone’s heart and soul.

On January 6, 2017, Mitch passed away beautifully, peacefully and comfortably with Jen, Dori and his mom by his side 
holding his hands, while his own carefully designed playlist of music fl owed through the room.  Mitch was always about the 
music and he is now where all music originates.  He left this world with a peaceful glow and wee smile on his face.

The family wishes to thank the BC Cancer Agency for many years of exceptional and professional care.The family has deep 
gratitude for the entire staff of Lady Minto Hospital, especially his physician and friend Magda Leon, his friend and nurse Isy 
and many more who laughed, cared and loved Mitch as their own.

The family is collecting stories of Mitch.  Please feel free to submit a short, succinct paragraph to share your fondest 
experience of Mitch.  Submit to: www.haywardsfuneral.com

A Celebration of Life is taking place on Saturday, January 21, 2017 at 2:00 pm at Salt Spring Middle School, 120 Rainbow 
Road, SSI.  Reception to follow.

In lieu of fl owers, Mitch requested that donations be made to Lady Minto Hospital Foundation where he received 
compassionate, loving, exceptional care over the past 8 years and in his fi nal days in the sweet suite!

CCPAUL RUSSELL 
CROUCH

April 6 1932 - Dec 31 2016

Paul peacefully passed away 
after a long battle with Parkinsons 

Disease and Dementia.
Paul is survived by his wife Karen, 

brothers Ralph (Carol), Barry (Judith). 
Predeceased by his parents Lillian and Russell, brother 
Bryan (Margaret) and sister Mary Lynn.

Uncle Paul will be lovingly remembered by his 
nieces and nephews, David, Darren, Tula, Michele, 
Lisa, Marnie, Robin.

Paul was a Renaissance man. He was a truly gifted 
artist in sculpture, painting, printmaking, as well as 
being a professional corporate photographer and 
graphic designer. He also had great skill in classic 
Jaguar restoration.

Paul loved kayaking, swimming, pond landscape 
gardening, classical guitar, antiques, folk art, socializing 
with family and friends. Paul was a gentle, kind, and 
thoughtful man with a great sense of humour.

Paul and Karen came west from Toronto for a BC 
holiday in 1988. They fell in love with Salt Spring 
and purchased a home on that trip. Good friends and 
neighbours followed their lead and also ended up on 
this great island.

Karen is extremely grateful to her Greenwoods 
family for the care and compassion shown to her and 
Paul. This will never be forgotten. Thank you to Dr. 
Barclay and Salt Spring Hospice.

Donations may be made in Paul’s memory to the 
Greenwoods Eldercare Society.

Volunteering is a Work of Heart
Check out opportunities at:
www.vcrsaltspring.org

or call 250 931 0039

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTSFAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATHSDEATHS DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS

INFORMATION

INFORMATIONIN MEMORIAM

Eamon MacQueen

DEATHS

INFORMATION

hospice ad

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

PAM JACKSON

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

DCP

Mtg.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why suffer  
Employment/Licensing loss? Trav- 
el/Business opportunities? Be em- 
barrassed? Think: Criminal Pardon.  
US Entry Waiver. Record Purge.  
File Destruction. Free Consultation  
1800-347-2540.

PERSONALS

MAKE A Connection. Real  
People, Flirty Chat Call FREE!  
250-220-1300 or 1-800-210- 
1010. www.livelinks.com  18+

LOST AND FOUND

LOST - Ladies Wedding  
Ring, Dec. 31st.  Gold and  
Silver with Diamond Chips. 
Reward offered - Call Lori:  
250 538-7964

LOST - PRESCRIPTION Sun- 
glasses in Black Case, Jan 4th
Please call: 778 533-2556

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

LEGALS

If tears could build a 
stairway and memories 
a lane, I’d walk right up 

to Heaven and bring you 
Home again.

Building SS’s Economy  
Through GREEN 

BUSINESS - FREE Video/ 
Presentation/Discussion

Tuesday, Jan. 17th, 
7:00 pm  at SSI Library
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Connecting your giving with island needs

Your gift today will help islanders now and in the 
future. The Foundation gives approximately $100,000 
to our island’s charitable organizations every year.

Donations may be made through the website, by phoning 
250 537 8305, or by mail to SSIF, Box 244, Ganges PO, SSI, BC, V8K 2V2.

www.saltspringislandfoundation.org

The Salt Spring Island Foundation is seeking applications 
for an Administrative Assistant.  
This position is part-time (14 hours/week) and will commence 
in February. Ideal candidates will demonstrate education and /or 
experience in office administration and database management, 
preferably with non-profit experience.  

Please send a cover letter and resume by email to 
kisae@ssifoundation.ca by January 20th.  

• 5.3L engine with Active 
Fuel Management and 
E85 fl ex fuel capability

• Leather 6-way power 
heated seats

• Back up sensors
• Adjustable brake and gas 

pedals
• Auto adjust windshield 

wipers
• Hard top tonneau cover

FULLY LOADED. Priced to sell. $11,900
Call 250-526-2626

• Lighted box with bed liner
• Trailer brake controller
• Tow hooks
• Fog lights
• Aluminum rims with tire 

pressure monitors
• Air-ride suspension
• Power folding mirrors
• Rear seat radio
• Factory remote start

2008 Chevrolet Avalanche LTZ

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BREAST CANCER VENDING MA-
CHINES BUSINESS OPPORTU-
NITY. Brand New Launching  
across Canada. Exceptionally High 
Cash Income. Locations, Training, 
and Financing Provided. Full De-
tails CALL NOW 1-866-668-6629 
Website www.vendingforhope.com

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION!
In-demand career! Employers have 
work-at-home positions available. 
Get online training you need from 
an employer-trusted program.  Visit: 
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-855-768-
3362 to start training for your work-
at-home career today!

SANDMAN INNS RURAL BC re-
cruiting management couples, both 
full-time and part-time roles 
available. Ask us about our great 
employee perks and accommoda-
tion. Send resumes to jobs@sand-
man.ca

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN 
TRAINING

Online-based 43 wk program 
incls 8 wk practicum. Regu-
lated Pharmacy Technicians 
earn $25-$28/hr in hospitals 
& $20-$27/hr in community 
pharmacies. Accredited by 
the Canadian Council for the  
Accreditation of Pharmacy 
Programs (CCAPP).
www.stenbergcollege.com  
Toll-Free: 1-866-580-2772

HELP WANTED

VTRUCKS & ANS

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

$750 Loans & More
NO CREDIT CHECKS

Open 7 days/wk. 8am - 8pm 
1-855-527-4368

Apply at:www.credit700.ca
Rapid debt relief. Good people to know in times of trouble. Serving communities throughout Vancouver Island. Call Kyle for a consultation. 1-855-812-6767; Abakhan & Associates Inc. www.abakhan.comWe’ll help you get a fresh start!

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

BUSINESS SERVICES 

DENIED Canada Pension 
Plan disability benefi ts? Under 
65 and want to apply for CPP 
disability benefi ts? Disability 
Claims Advocacy Clinic can 
help. Call 1-877-793-3222  
www.dcac.ca

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

VTRUCKS & ANS

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

Gulf Coast Material 250-5372

DRAFTING & DESIGN

Helset Design

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

AUCTIONS

ONLINE AUCTION - Jan. 17, 2017 
- Court Ordered Sale, Taylor Soft 
Serve Machines - PLUS Approx. A 
Quarter Million of Lease Returned 
Commercial Restaurant & Food 
Equipment - Incl. Walk in Cool-
er/Freezers, 7 Taylor Soft Serves, 
Dishwashers, Mixers, Slicers, Cool-
ers, Freezers Espresso Machines, 
Prep Tables, Smallwares & More !! 
ONSITE VIEWING #295-19358 
96th Ave., Surrey, BC V4N4C1 --- 
VIEW & BID ONLINE - WWW.AC-
TIVEAUCTIONMART.COM. Info 
604-371-1190 or email buyit@acti-
veauctionmart.com AUCTION 
SCHEDULE: OPEN TUES JAN 10 / 
CLOSE TUES JAN 17, 4PM 
START

FREE ITEMS

FREE - Double Bed, Sears 
Posture Pedic, excellent 
shape. Call: 250 537-2550

FUEL/FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Dun.Foam-Nov.

STEEL BUILDING SALE... 
”REALLY BIG SALE IS BACK-
EXTRA WINTER DISCOUNT ON 
NOW!!” 20X19 $5,145 25X27 
$5,997 28X27 $6,773 30X31 
$8,110 35X33 $11,376 40X43 
$13,978. One end wall included. 
Pioneer Steel 1-855-212-7036  
www.pioneersteel.ca

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

550 SF offi ce/studio for lease, 
Merchant Mews. Was 
radio station. Lots of light, 
wood paneling, bthrm. Richard 
(in Victoria):  250-380-1669.

HOMES FOR RENT

Isl.Explorer Prop. Mgnt.

STORAGE

Mid Isl.Storage

SELF STORAGE

EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION EMPLOYMENT/EDUCATION

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

        by Michael O’Connor
www.sunstarastrology.com  |  sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.250.352.2936

Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): 
A balancing act between pursuing 
your dreams, realizing your goals 
and attending to your responsibilities, 
continues. Digging deep to address 
things reveals a process of cleaning, 
healing, and repairs. Meanwhile, your 
heart sings to a beat of rhythms and 
blues.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20): 
You are in a philosophical mood and 
it centers on practical realities. This 
includes finances and their healthy 
flow, or lack thereof, especially 
associated with significant others. 
Dreams are sweet but they come with 
a bitter twist. It may be time for a new 
round of talks.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Who has the power and how are 
they exercising it? Thoughts and 
reflections producing new answers 
yet more questions fl oat to the surface 
from emotional depths. Meaningful 
communications activate new 
associations that are the highlight of 
this drama.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Power talks yet it must learn to listen 
and observe as well. Deciphering what 
is just and fair is featured. Everyone 
involved is responsible for their part. 
Black and white notions of victims and 
perpetrators are an illusion of shallow 
thinking. Everyone is an expression of 
light yet casts a shadow too.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Paying closer attention to the details 
as the year begins is a good sign. 
Although a ‘hurry up and wait’ factor 
is at play, you can focus on steady, 
progress. Managing your time well so 
you can tend to a variety of fronts is 
ideal. This theme will continue all year 
so start now.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22): 
In mind and hopefully in deeds, you are 
actively engaged, taking new leads. 
Confronting fears should by now feel 
like the norm. Yet this year is extra 
important in this regard. Persevere 
to push through by exercising your 
executive. It is characterized as 
decisive action.

Libra (Sep. 23-Oct. 22): 
Whether cleaning or actually creating, 
your offi ce space at home is in focus. 
If it is not an actual place, it may just be 
your head space; whatever supports 
you to take charge. Both education 
and household administration are 
featured. Time to get organized!
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Your mind is sober and your 
focus sharp. Circumstances are 
commanding your full attention. You 
may have to pay your dues and your 
debts too. These may not amount to 
money but you feel the pinch anyway. 
Reaching deep into your reserves of 
faith may even find you whispering 
prayers.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Focus. It may not be quite your 
mantra, but it could be. Even if it is 
not specifi cally accounting, you still 
need to decipher amounts. How much 
needs to go here and how much 
there? Striking the balance, you can 
get a lot done and still fi nd time for 
friends.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
How far will you go? While distances 
may be featured, depth is the other 
word. Driving hard and diving deep 
can prove complementary. In your 
ideal you want to achieve both, or 
does it seem like you are dreaming? 
Then again, Columbus, Edison, and 
Einstein were dreamers too.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Hibernation, please. Whether it is the 
crazy cold or the maddening crowd, 
you yearn to get away. Yet, you are 
not in a position to simply sleep. You 
need to take the time to devise a plan. 
Seeing your bigger picture will help 
to inspire creative thinking free from 
wishful wants. 
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): 
Making friends with discipline is 
a good bet now. You will need the 
support of this alliance for many 
months to come. Already returns 
are rolling in for efforts made before. 
But are they enough to inspire full 
confi dence? Roll it over and reinvest; 
that is how the fi nancial wizards win.

TIP OF THE WEEK
2017 is underway and has begun to build momentum. Mercury 

completed its retrograde cycle on January 8th and re-entered Capricorn 
on the 12th. Neptune conjunct Venus, Mars conjunct Chiron and the 
Lunar South Node all in Pisces, suggests that some of the inertia and 
laundry of yesteryear must still be addressed, and now it will be. The 
march of realistic thinking and attitudes is getting progressively louder. 
Sun and Pluto in Capricorn sharing the apex point of an opposition 
aspect between Jupiter in Libra and Uranus in Aries represents the 
tone of powerful leaders in a serious mood to take deliberate action.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

READ MORE IN MY NEWSLETTER. 
SIGN-UP IS FREE ON MY WEBSITE.

PROTECT 
OUR 
PLANET...

RECYCLE 
THIS 
NEWS
PAPER.
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sports&recreationrecreationrecreation

COMING SOON

If you are building, renovating or repairing, this guide 
is essential in helping you � nd professional contractors 
and suppliers to help you get the job done right.
Call 250.537.9933 for more details.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

The GULF ISLANDS 
CONTRACTORS DIRECTORY 
will be 
published in 
January, watch 
for the magazine 
in your 
Gulf Islands 
Driftwood.Driftwood.

  Renovation tips  

  Find the right company

  Easy listings section 

Contractors
DIRECTORY

JANUARY 2016More than 

65 

businesses 

plus home 

improvement 

tips.

online at: 

gulfislanddriftwood.com

DgiMDRIFTWOOD 

GULF 
ISLANDS 
MEDIA

A guide to those who build, repair, 

decorate, dig, clean up and supply 

materials for property and home 

improvement projects 

and construction 

in the Gulf Islands

SKIING

Mountain shuttle bus serves island powder hounds
Ski bus service begins 
Jan. 13

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Islanders who want to 
hit the slopes and shed the 
cost of reaching the hill will 
be stoked to hear about a 
new transportation option 
between Salt Spring and the 
Mount Washington Alpine 
Resort.

Beginning as soon as Fri-
day, Jan. 13, a 20-passenger 
school bus will whisk skiers 
to Vancouver Island’s snowy 
heights from the Crofton ferry 
terminal. 

Ski bus coordinator Kim 
Hanson decided to launch the 
service for local youth to rec-
reate an experience similar to 

the one she had as a teenager.
“When I was in high school, 

we always had a bus going 
up skiing for high school kids 
on the weekend,” she said. “It 
was a great social and physi-
cal outlet and it freed up the 
parents from driving all the 
time.”

As she spoke with other 
island residents about the 
plan, it was agreed the ski 
bus should also be made 
available to adults who want 
to avoid the long drive to and 
from Mount Washington for a 
day of skiing.

“They might enjoy not hav-
ing to drive,” Hanson said.

Adults and students in 
grades 10, 11 and 12 can trav-
el by themselves, but young-
er kids must be accompanied 
by an adult. Passengers will 

need to catch the 7:05 a.m. 
ferry out of Vesuvius Bay to 
make the connection.

Hanson said there have 
been several inquiries and 
many new likes on the Salt 
Spring Ski Bus Facebook 
page. As of the weekend, 
however, there had yet to be 
any sign-ups for this week’s 
inaugural trip.

“We need a minimum of 
15 people for the bus com-
pany to make the trip,” she 
said. “If we don’t have that 
by 8 p.m. on Tuesday, then 
I will have to cancel the trip 
for that week. We will offer it 
every Friday until it catches 
on or folds.”

Hanson said the ski shut-
tle is not being operated as 
a business, just an offering 
for the community to enjoy 

what’s proving to be an epic 
season in Vancouver Island’s 
snow country.

“It’s a great winter this 
year, so it’s a chance to get up 
there and enjoy the snow,” 
she added.

Tickets for the bus are $35 
per seat, regardless of a pas-
senger’s age. Kids can ride 
the ferry for free as the trip is 
considered transport to and 
from a sporting event. Skiers 
will depart the mountain at 
about 3:30, and the return 
bus journey will try to con-
nect with the 5:55 p.m. ferry 
bound for Salt Spring.

For more information or to 
sign up for the next trip, con-
tact Hanson at saltspringski-
bus@gmail.com or visit the 
Salt Spring Ski Bus Facebook 
page.

SOCCER 

United soccer club activities heat up

The year 2017 has arrived for 
your soccer club, Salt Spring 
United, and we continue to 
move forward with our pro-
gram, but also have many new 
exciting things to present to the 
youth of Salt Spring. 

No, Lionel Messi is not com-
ing to coach teams on Salt 
Spring — we have to squash 
these ugly rumours quickly — 
yet! But this is what is happen-
ing in the exciting world of Salt 
Spring United soccer:

Travelling Teams  
• League play begins Jan. 14.
• LISA Cup continues on Jan. 

21-22 (fi nals in late February).
• District Cup starts Feb. 

25-26 with fi nals April 8-9.

House Program
• Program begins Feb. 4-5 

in the GISS gymnasium (times 
posted on website).

• Program tentatively goes 
outdoors on Mar. 4-5 at Port-
lock.

• Program wraps up  April 29 
at Portlock.

Coaching Clinic
• One-day event on Saturday, 

Jan. 29 at GISS gymnasium for 
adults or youths who want to 
get their coaching certifi cation. 
Details are on the website.

Academy Program
• Academy restarts on Feb. 

3 and this successful training 
program runs for eight weeks.

• Program will have guest 
coaches this session with the 

LISA technical director being 
one who will run one Friday 
session.

• $150 is still the registra-
tion fee, so get registered now 
(details on website).

• Academy teams plan exhi-
bition games against other 
academies.

Spring League
Our technical director and 

executive are working on pro-
viding a spring league this 
season. Details will be coming 
about exact dates (may run 
April to May) and size of teams 
(fi ve or seven a side). There will 
be a fee, TBA, and we have to 
determine where we will play.

The main concept around 
this league will be fun and the 
last day will see a wrap-up 
event.

Referees Course
Anyone, adult or youth, 

interested in taking an entry-

level refs course, please con-
tact me at mallegg@shaw.ca.

Course will include one-day 
instruction on laws of the game, 
outdoor flagging clinic, uni-
form, flags, whistle, etc, rules 
for small-sided soccer and a 
follow-up assessment doing a 
game. More details will be post-
ed online.

Stay tuned
As you can see, there is 

lots going on in the next few 
months. Certainly lots to keep 
any young soccer player busy. 
And there will be more to come 
as we are expanding our cloth-
ing line, working towards a turf 
fi eld and looking to do a spe-
cial event on Canada’s 150th 
birthday  and the possibility 
of doing a soccer camp using 
players from Canada’s national 
program.  

For more details, please 
go to our website, www.
saltspringsoccer.com, or con-
tact me at mallegg@shaw.ca.

PHOTO COURTESY TOURISMVICTORIA.COM

A family of skiers prepares to hit the slopes at 
Mount Washington Alpine Resort.

RUNNING 

Sneakers bound into 2018 racing season
Team places sixth 

The Salt Spring Sneakers 
are off to a strong start in the 
annual Vancouver Island Race 
Series, finishing sixth among 
more than 40 teams.

The squad missed out on 
a top-five performance by 
a mere four points and out-
ranked much larger teams in 
points earned per runner, said 

Sneakers spokesperson Eric 
Ellis.

“Nine of 11 Sneakers fin-
ished in the top 10 in their age 
groups,” he said.

Sunday’s Pioneer Harriers 
eight-kilometre race at the Saa-
nich Fairgrounds attracted the 
usual race series participants as 
well as nationally ranked Olym-
pic-qualifi ed competitors who 
were participating in the con-

current Provincial Super Run 
Series. Nearly 500 runners took 
the chilly winter run challenge.

Leading the way for Salt 
Spring were Susan Gordon 
and Lise Fraser, who placed 
fi rst in their respective age cat-
egories. Marcia Jansen, who 
placed fourth in her age group, 
finished 90 seconds ahead of 
her time at last year’s event. Jill 
Thompson fi nished sixth in her 

age class and achieved a per-
sonal best. Eric van Soeren was 
third among 14 in his age group, 
and Janice Dickie placed fourth 
among 23 racers in her group. 
Eric Ellis ranked fifth of 13 in 
his age category. Marion Young 
was fi fth of 21 in her age group. 
Greg Taylor finished 14th out 
of 22 in his new age group, and 
Julie van Soeren fi nished 10th 
out of 18 in her age group. 

SOCCER ROUNDUP

Malcolm
Legg


