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GANGES AUTO MARINE
SERVICE AND REPAIRS FOR ALL DOMESTIC & IMPORT CARS & LIGHT TRUCKS

Zen Master Wolfgang says:  

“Life is hard, get a helmet”

Never underestimate the power of a large group 
of ignorant peopleLife is hard, get a helmet

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gul� slandsdriftwood

driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com  250.537.9933  www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
Need help promoting 

your business, call 
Elena 250-537-9933
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BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Construction of a luxury home on Grace Islet 
has been permanently postponed following the 
province’s Jan. 15 decision to settle the battle 
over the disputed First Nations burial site once 
and for all.

“This is a big success to be celebrated,” said 
Joe Akerman, a supporter of the movement to 
preserve the sacred First Nations site. “I lift my 
hands to all who gave their time, energy and sup-
port to help government and the public come 
to a better understanding of what respect and 
reconciliation means for all people in this world.”

Akerman began daily paddles around the 
islet in June to raise awareness about the burial 
ground’s desecration. What began as a mostly 
solitary effort encouraged hundreds of people to 
get involved. 

Group paddles and other public events contin-
ued throughout the summer and fall.

“So many in the Salt Spring community have 
shown their true colours in standing up in soli-
darity with local First Nations, and we are now 
looking forward to properly acknowledging and 
assisting with the cultural resurgence of the fi rst 
peoples of this island through various projects 
that are in the formative stages,” he said.

Forests, Lands and Natural Resources Minister 
Steve Thomson confirmed Thursday the prov-
ince will partner with local First Nations and the 
Nature Conservancy of Canada to ensure long-
term conservation for Grace Islet. PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN

Leanne Hodges, a supporter of the campaign to protect Grace Islet, stands at the edge of 
Grace Point looking towards the islet that will now be purchased from owner Barry Slawsky. 

Grace Islet
dispute
settled
Provincial decision declared 
‘watershed moment’

FOI request 
released for 
fi refi ghter
costs 
2013 remuneration fi gures 
shared after frustrating 
process for resident

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring ratepayers fi nally have 
the answer to questions they’ve 
been asking about remuneration 
paid to the island’s career fi refi ght-
ers, but the process has caused more 
frustration than relief.

Figures for 2013 put Capt. Jamie 
Holmes at the top of the list of 
seven fire district staff members 
paid more than $75,000 per year 
at $151,257.24. Next highest were 
Capt. Dale Lundy at $148,415.28 and 
Lt. Mitchell Sherrin at $145,443.00. 
Fire Chief Tom Bremner was paid 
$130,966.73. The figures include 
regular, paid-on-call and standby 
duty hours as well as taxable ben-
efits such as medical coverage and 
life insurance.

Roger Middleton, speaking during 
the public session of Monday night’s 
board meeting, suggested savings 
could be had if the district relied 
more on its paid on-call members. 

“I’m wondering if we should 
not be rethinking the way we take 
advantage of the wonderful volun-
teer people here on Salt Spring,” 
he said, adding taxes also need 
to be kept down, particularly for 
the business community, which is 
taxed at a much higher rate than 
residences.

FIRE DISTRICTFIRST NATIONS
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•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

New Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes89$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

“Negotiations for property purchase are 
underway with the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada, which acquires properties with strong 
ecological values,” Thomson said in a state-
ment released on Thursday afternoon. “In 
addition to its cultural significance as a burial 
site, Grace Islet is ecologically valuable for 
its Garry oak plant communities, intertidal 
habitat and as a small component of the rare 
coastal Douglas-fir ecosystem.”

Supporters of Grace Islet urged property 
owner Barry Slawsky to sell the islet even 
before construction on a home began last 
spring. Unrelenting protests, talk of legal 
action and an effort by local government to 
expropriate the property thrust the tiny islet 
into the national and international spotlight.

“He received a lot of push-back from day 
one,” said Donna Martin, a supporter who 
has fought to preserve the islet for more than 
two years. “Maybe it was cumulative, maybe it 
reached critical mass; I think the government 
was key since [the property owner] felt he had 
the permits and the right to do what he was 
doing. 

“It needed the government to step in.”
Details about the agreement to buy the .78-

acre islet off Grace Point in Ganges Harbour 
won’t be released until the deal is officially 
closed in February. The property is valued at 
$735,000, according to assessment informa-
tion released earlier this month.

Once the transfer is completed, ownership 
of the property will rest with the Nature Con-

servancy of Canada, whose staff will work 
alongside First Nations to restore the islet’s 
cultural and ecological features.

“The Nature Conservancy of Canada is hon-
oured to be part of a solution that will see the 
protection and conservation of the signifi-
cant cultural heritage and ecological values on 
Grace Islet,” said Linda Hannah, the NCC’s 
regional vice-president, in a statement that 

accompanied Thursday’s announcement. “We 
look forward to working with the province and 
First Nations on restoring and stewarding this 
very special place.” 

First Nations representatives from Vancou-
ver Island and the Lower Mainland upped the 
pressure over the summer by joining group 
paddles and attending events on Salt Spring. 
News of the Supreme Court’s June landmark 

decision over land use in the traditional ter-
ritory of the Tsilhqot’in people supported the 
emotional and legal resolve to preserve Grace 
Islet.

“I’m glad we were able to respectfully reach 
an agreement through negotiations,” said 
William Seymour, Cowichan Tribes chief. 
“The partnership that was created to see this 
through means a great deal to our people in 
the view that our chiefs and the government 
were able to unite and reach a resolution. 

“Most importantly, the ancestors at our 
sacred burial sites are able to rest peacefully as 
a result of our collective perseverance.”

Gary Holman, NDP MLA for Saanich North 
and the Islands, would have preferred the matter 
was resolved sooner but is pleased to know the 
islet will be saved from further development.

“It’s a good day,” Holman said.
“While the provincial site alteration permit 

should never have been issued and, certainly 
after being violated, should not have been 
renewed, I am hoping that Grace Islet will be a 
watershed moment in how the provincial gov-
ernment deals with First Nations sacred sites.”

The province’s announcement recognizes 
Grace Islet’s “special cultural and spiritual sig-
nificance for local First Nations.” The islet 
contains at least 16 burial cairns.

Construction of a private residence on the 
islet was suspended on Dec. 18, 2014.

“The province and the [Nature Conservancy 
of Canada] are taking the lead on this partner-
ship, and they are the best people to contact 
for information,” said John Alexander, the 
lawyer who represents Slawsky on the mat-
ter. “Mr. Slawsky cannot comment on what 
they have planned.”

Various members of the public 
have pointed to the standby duty 
officer shift as one area they feel is 
unnecessary spending. Duty officer 
shifts are shared by the career officers 
(not including the chief and deputy 
chief, who are not union members). 
As per the International Association 
of Fire Fighters Local 4467 collective 
agreement, they are paid one half 
the captain’s wage rate for the hours 
between 5 p.m. and 7 a.m. Duty offi-
cers are not paid anything extra to 
attend calls during that period.

According to the collective agree-
ment, the duty officer is provided 
with a department vehicle for stand-
by hours at home. 

“They will answer dispatch and 
respond to all fire department emer-
gencies, responding in a command 
capacity and be responsible for all 
resulting reports unless otherwise 

assumed by a senior ranking career 
officer,” the contract states.

One of the reasons the union is 
holding the board to its contract 
commitment to hire another fire-
fighter is to reduce the number of 
duty shifts per person. During the 
period of 2010 to 2014, Salt Spring 
Fire-Rescue averaged 559 calls per 
year, with roughly half of those taking 
place after regular office hours.

“It’s a bit of a funny system, but 
it’s what’s evolved on Salt Spring,” 
Sherrin said. “Another answer would 
be to have full-time staff on in the 
evening.”

Sherrin added the duty officer 
must be “ready to go at a moment’s 
notice at any time and to deal with 
anything” from medical calls to 
structure fires. In the after-hours that 
officer is the only person who’s guar-
anteed to attend a call.

“It’s a lot of responsibility to take 
on, and it’s something only a few peo-
ple are trained enough to be prepared 
for,” Sherrin said.

Fire trustee Ron Chamney sug-
gested that giving this responsibility 
to paid-on-call members could be 
negotiated into the next collective 
agreement, which starts in 2016. 

Holmes agreed this is a possibility, 
but in his view it wouldn’t amount 
to cost savings because the duty offi-
cer should be paid the same amount 
whether it’s a career officer or a paid-
on-call member who is taking on the 
responsibility.

“I don’t know if the public is look-
ing for the paid-on-calls to do it for 
cheaper, and if so, why would they be 
worth less?” he asked.

While islanders had been asking 
the fire district’s board of trustees 
to release firefighter remuneration 
information voluntarily, it was a Free-
dom of Information request filed by 
Susan Cunningham on Nov. 8, 2014 
that eventually yielded the results. 

At Monday night’s public fire board 
meeting, Cunningham condemned 
the district for its lack of timely 
response, stating it had not observed 

the 30 business-day deadline pre-
scribed under the Freedom of Infor-
mation and Protection of Privacy Act, 
asked for an extension, or responded 
to some of her emails.

Cunningham sent emails to the fire 
district’s chief administrative officer 
Andrew Peat on Dec. 19, notifying 
him that 30 business days had passed. 
When she received no reply, she filed a 

complaint with the Office of the Infor-
mation and Privacy Commissioner. 
That office had also tried to contact 
Peat, and issued the district a deadline 
of Jan. 15 to release the information 
or be subject to an investigation, at 
which point Cunningham received 
the requested material.

“The manner in which this sim-
ple FOI has been handled is proof 
positive that the board of trust-
ees has demonstrated very clearly 
their contempt toward the taxpay-
ers,” Cunningham said.

“The time has come for each 
trustee to begin to think and act 
independently, and responsibly, 
because collectively you are all 
responsible for the improper han-
dling of this Freedom of Informa-
tion request.”

Peat apologized to Cunning-
ham and took full responsibility 
for the delay, stating the office was 
closed over Christmas and that he 
had been away for a week during 
the holidays. 

fIrEfIGhTErS 
continued from  2

First Nations, conservancy and province partner up

More staff hiring would reduce duty shifts, says union

“It’s a lot of 
responsibility to take 
on, and it’s something 
only a few people are 
trained enough to be 
prepared for.”
LT. MITCHELL SHERRIN
SSIFR

GrACE ISlET 
continued from 1

Photo bY JEN MAcLELLAN 

August Sylvester, seated, and Laura Sylvester of the Penelakut First Nation lead a prayer 
in centennial Park, along with their daughter Jenny, amid other campaign supporters at 
Sunday’s celebration. 
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NEWSbeat Heads up!
Charlie & the Chocolate Factory: 
Wed.-Fri., JANUARY 21-23 at 7:30 p.m.  
ArtSpring

Waterfowl
presentation

The Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy is pleased to 
host Dan Buffett, head of 
Conservation Programs 
for the B.C. coast office of 
Ducks Unlimited Canada, 
on Thursday, Jan. 29. 

At 7 p.m. at Lions Hall, 

Buffett will make a pre-
sentation about water-
f ow l  t h a t  w i l l  i n c l u d e 
g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n 
about their habitat needs, 
flyway migration and a 
few specific differences 
among the dabblers, div-
ers and sea ducks. 

H e  w i l l  a l s o  s p e a k 
about the importance of 
the B.C. coast for water-

fowl and Ducks Unlim-
ited Canada’s approach in 
managing and evaluating 
wetlands.

Buffett works with gov-
e r n m e n t ,  n o n - g ove r n -
ment organizations and 
pr ivate  landowners  to 
protect and restore fresh-
water and estuarine habi-
tat along the coast of Brit-
ish Columbia.

Research taps 
aquifer info

Islanders are invited to a 
special presentation of new 
research that delves into 
the mysterious fissures and 
fractures that lie beneath 
Salt Spring.

I s a b e l l e  L a r o c q u e’s 
research examines the 

sensitivity of our island 
aquifer to stressors like 
sea level rise, precipitation 
changes and development 
related to the pumping of 
wells.

The 255-page report 
was prepared as part of 
Larocque’s 2014 master’s 
degree thesis in the Depart-
ment of Earth Sciences at 
Simon Fraser University.

“The research gives us 
n e w  q u a n t i t a t i ve  d a t a 
on which to base plan-
ning for future demands 
on our water resource,” 
reads information about 
the event. 

The Hydrogeology of 
Salt Spring Island will be 
presented at The Fritz The-
atre on Tuesday, Jan. 27 at 
2 p.m.

News brieFs

An informative, glossy, 
digest size magazine plus 

website space on our 
gulfislandstourism.com.

An informative, glossy, 
digest size magazine plus 

website space on our 
gulfislandstourism.com.

BOOK YOUR 
SPACE NOW!

BOOK YOUR 
SPACE NOW!

BOOK 
YOUR 
SPACE 
NOW!

Contact the Driftwood for more information
250 537 9933
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An informative, glossy, 
digest size magazine plus 
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gulfislandstourism.com.

dEMoCraCY

Discussion event supports election fraud documentary
Filmmaker on hand for 
library screening

bY eLiZabetH NOLaN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

As Canada ramps up for anoth-
er federal election this fall or next 
spring, another national campaign 
is striving to ensure that democracy 
prevails during that process.

Independent filmmaker Peter 
Smoczynski will be on Salt Spring on 
Saturday, Jan. 31 to show clips and 
share stories from his documentary 
in progress Election Day in Canada, 
which investigates the rise of voter 
suppression in Canada. The library 
event from 10:30 a.m. to noon is 
meant to raise awareness and hope-
fully some of the funds needed to 
complete the film’s production. 

Smoczynski, who has a 40-year 
career as a journalist and news pro-
ducer, “examines the shape and form 
of voter suppression in past federal 
elections, its sudden dramatic rise in 
the 2011 federal election and what 
the future holds.” He also explores 
the controversial Fair Elections 
Act. Both seem to favour the reigning 
federal Conservative party, and keen 
watchers are already warning about 
probable voter suppression in the 
coming election.

“I don’t think they’ve used their 
whole playbook yet — and hopefully 
putting on these types of events on 
the grassroots level will raise aware-
ness,” said Sebastian Silva, who will 
moderate a forum featuring Briony 
Penn, SFU professor Anke Kessler 
and Michael Vonn of the BC Civil Lib-
erties Association after a Jan. 28 film 

screening in Victoria. Elizabeth May 
will also in participate in the Canadi-
an Media Fund and Focus Magazine 
presented event via Twitter.

With the massive media presence 
of the 2011 robocall scandal centred 
in Ontario, it’s sometimes difficult 
to remember that voter suppression 
practices surfaced right here in the 
Gulf Islands in 2008.

In an ominous precursor to a 
much wider-ranging phenomenon, 
unknown individuals “spoofed” the 
fax number belonging to NDP riding 
association manager Bill Graham and 
used it to urge people to vote for that 
party’s candidate, Julian West. Despite 
the fact that West had actually with-
drawn from the race three weeks ear-
lier, his name was still on the ballot. He 
received over 3,600 votes.

Liberal candidate Briony Penn 
believes the pretense cost her the 
election, which incumbent Gary 
Lunn won by 2,625 votes. Lunn was 
also accused of campaign spend-
ing irregularities, but neither issue 
was resolved after a cursory Elections 
Canada investigation.

As a letter from Elections Canada 
lawyer John Dickson explained: “Our 
investigator found no one who had 
actually been influenced in their vote 
because of the purported telephone 
call. Nor was he able to identify the 
source of the person or persons who 
actually made the calls. As a result of 
the foregoing, our investigation has 
now been concluded.”

Silva, who was studying law at the 
University of Victoria in 2008 and 
volunteered on Penn’s campaign, 
helped write the official Elections 
Canada complaint document. He 

also believes voters were intention-
ally cheated in that election, making 
Saanich-Gulf Islands what current 
MP Elizabeth May has called “ground 
zero” for national election fraud. 

The loss of the election by possible 
deceit was a devastating result for 
Penn, who spent two years of her 
life committed to the goal, and also 
impacted her family and her sup-
porters. Silva observed that another 
concerning outcome is the under-
mining of the entire political system.

“I think there’s too much cynicism 
in politics. People mistrust politics 
and politicians and the political pro-
cess, and it has to do with things like 
this,” Silva said.

“I think it’s really important for us 
to instill trust in the political process 
. . .That’s never going to happen if we 
have people who cheat and lie, and 
we have bodies that are meant to 
investigate these crimes, and they’re 
not even holding the government 
responsible.”

Fortunately, the 2008 events don’t 
seem to have impacted voter turn-
out in the Saanich-Gulf Islands rid-
ing, which had the third highest 
participation rate in the country in 
2011. That’s likely due to May’s strong 
presence and her willing army of vol-
unteers who made personal contact 
with voters, however, and not some-
thing that can be easily replicated in 
other ridings where voter suppres-
sion tactics were employed that year. 
On the national scale, 2011 saw the 
third lowest turn-out in history at 
61.1 per cent. The 2008 voter turnout 
was the lowest ever at 58.8 per cent.

SFU professor Anke Kessler has 
found that polling stations with pre-
dominantly non-Conservative voters 
experienced a decline in voter turn-
out from 2008 to 2011, and that this 
effect was larger in ridings that were 
allegedly targeted by the fraudulent 
phone calls. Findings are detailed in 
her 2012 paper “Does Misinforma-
tion Demobilize the Electorate? Mea-

suring the Impact of Alleged ‘Robo-
calls’ in the 2011 Canadian Election.”

“The results thus indicate a statisti-
cally significant effect of the alleged 
demobilization efforts: in those rid-
ings where allegations of robocalls 
emerged, turnout was an estimated 
three percentage points lower on 
average. This reduction in turnout 
translates into roughly 2,500 eligible 
(registered) voters that did not go to 
the polls,” Kessler wrote. “In swing 
ridings that percentage was all the 
Conservatives needed to win their 
seats.

While May has called for a public 
inquiry into last election’s voter sup-
pression, those in power don’t seem 
interested in looking too closely into 
the matter. Indeed, one of the many 
changes under the Fair Elections Act 
was to change the Commissioner 
of Canada Elections from the Chief 
Electoral Officer to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, and to limit 
what that officer can release to the 
public.

Robocalls will probably not fea-
ture in voter suppression in the near 
future, given the spotlight, but voters 
should be vigilant about other prac-
tices, Silva said. Smoczynski’s film is a 
good place to start.

“I think events at the grassroots 
level are key because it allows us to 
have conversations about the issue 
and about what we can do about it,” 
Silva said. “When we come together 
and share ideas it can be like a mini 
think tank.”

More information can be found 
on the Indiegogo fundraising page 
called The Dramatic Rise of Voter 
Suppression in Canada.

Scenes from Election Day in Canada, a documentary in progress by film-
maker Peter Smoczynski.
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*offer good until the end of Dec. 2012
#does not include xrays or any preliminary procedures

50% off teeth whitening*

If you’ve been thinking about getting your 
teeth whitened, why not put it on your 

Christmas Wish List this year? Tell Santa that we 
have gift certificates available with this special 

offer until the end of December 2012! 
We offer a no charge cosmetic evaluation 

for anyone interested in improving their smile.#

If you’ve been thinking about getting 
your teeth whitened, why not add it to 
your New Year’s list this year? We have 

extended this special offer until the end 
of January 2014! We offer a no charge 

cosmetic evaluation for anyone 
interested in improving their smile.#

* offer extended until Jan. 31st, 2014!

$200 teeth whitening package

Get started on your 
New Year’s resolutions!

We have a 
smile for you.
give us a 
call today.

537-1400

*offer good until the end of Dec. 2012
#does not include xrays or any preliminary procedures

50% off teeth whitening*

If you’ve been thinking about getting your 
teeth whitened, why not put it on your 

Christmas Wish List this year? Tell Santa that we 
have gift certificates available with this special 

offer until the end of December 2012! 
We offer a no charge cosmetic evaluation 

for anyone interested in improving their smile.#

If you’ve been thinking about getting 
your teeth whitened, why not add it to 
your New Year’s list this year? We have 

extended this special offer until the end 
of January 2014! We offer a no charge 

cosmetic evaluation for anyone 
interested in improving their smile.#

* offer extended until Jan. 31st, 2014!

If you’ve been thinking about getting 
your teeth whitened, why not add it to 

your New Year’s list this year? 
We have extended this special o� er until 

the end of January 2015! We o� er a no 
charge cosmetic evaluation for anyone 

interested in improving their smile.#

* o� er extended until Jan. 31st, 2015!

PArKS & rEC 

Saturday market vendor fees hiked for upcoming season 
New research shows 
market benefits

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Vendors at Centennial Park will 
pay more to sell their wares when the 
Saturday market resumes this spring.

Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioners voted to raise seasonal and 
frontage fees Monday night by 25 
per cent. Off-season vendor fees will 
rise to $25 from $10, and any vendors 
who require power will be charged 
$25 per year instead of $20.

The most significant change will 
see seasonal market fees rise to $200 
for both non-farm and farm ven-
dors. Seasonal vendors paid $160 per 
year in 2014 while farmers were only 
charged $1 per year.

Dan Ovington, PARC general 
manager, told commissioners the 
fee increase is a result of the market’s 
rising popularity, inadequate infra-

structure and the need to address a 
fee discrepancy between farmers and 
non-farmers.

“Washrooms do not adequately 
serve the volume of visitors during 
the market season and keep break-
ing down during peak use,” Oving-
ton said. “Maintenance costs have 
increased due to additional garbage 
bags and recycling during the market 
season. Also, with the increase in vol-
ume of visitors to the market, PARC 
staff are unable to attend to regular 
park duties.”

The Saturday market generated 
approximately $70,000 in PARC rev-
enue in 2014, while expenses totalled 
roughly $67,000.

“This is a break-even model; we’re 
basically just covering our expens-
es,” Ovington told commissioners. 
“It doesn’t even allow for us to fund 
improvements, growth or deal with 
this failing infrastructure.”

Saturday market fees have not 
been increased since 2009.

Commissioners voted to imple-
ment the increase in the upcoming 
year rather than spread it out over the 
coming two seasons.

“Anyone who sees a fee increase is 
going to complain,” said Rob Pingle, 
Saturday market coordinator. “The 
system that we have right now is from 
a different time when we weren’t over 
capacity and we weren’t assisting 
professional farmers with a venue.”

Market days increase 
‘economic pie’

A research study that examines the 
economic and social impacts of an 
expanded weekend market shows 
everyone on the island benefits from 
more market days.

“The economic pie is not diluted 
by having Friday and Sunday mar-
ket days, and there is statistical evi-
dence to back this up,” said David 
Trill, a researcher from the University 
of Victoria. “If anything it is actually 
enhanced by having more people in 

town on Fridays and Sundays.”
PARC members launched a pilot 

project to test expanded market 
hours on long weekends during the 
summer of 2014. For three weekends 
last summer, market sessions were 
held on Friday night and Sundays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

PARC commissioned the study to 
assess the pilot project’s impact and 
provide information that could assist 
commissioners on what to do for the 
coming season.

Trill’s research offers clear evidence 
that market sessions promote visits 
to and spending in the Ganges core 
among residents and visitors.

Visitors also noted a lack of seating 
and inadequate washroom facilities.

A majority of survey respondents 
said they’d like to see Fulford-Ganges 
Road blocked to traffic during mar-
ket days, creation of a street festival 
hosted by businesses and market 
vendors, and more food vendors.

Of 168 vendors surveyed, only 45 

per cent said they want the extend-
ed market sessions to continue in 
2015. Thirty per cent said they prefer 
the status quo and 25 per cent were 
undecided. Among business owners, 
72 per cent supported the Friday and 
Sunday markets.

“I think the largest thing coming 
from [business owners] is that any-
thing that brings extra visitors to Salt 
Spring Island benefits us and every-
one else,” he said. “Anything that 
serves as an attraction or destination 
is a good thing.”

New commissioners 
Jon Suk is the new PARC chair for 

the coming year. He takes over from 
departing commissioner Gregg Dow.

“I have big shoes to fill,” Suk said.
The commission also welcomed 

former PARC manager Kees Ruurs, 
former Capital Regional District 
director Garth Hendren, Salt Spring 
Apple Company co-owner Brian 
Webster and artist Tom James.

SCHool BoArd 

Parents question school fee policy
Transparency 
request made 

By ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The rationale for school 
fees, their administration 
and a better system for 
communicating how par-
ents can opt out in times 
of hardship formed the 
core of a parent delega-
tion presented to the Gulf 
Islands School District’s 
Jan. 14 meeting.

Rob James, who has 
seen two children gradu-
ate from the district and 
has two more currently 
enrolled there, said he 
had frequently been mys-
tified by what fees were 
intended for and to what 
purpose they were actu-

ally put. He observed that 
fees can be hard for par-
ents to cover, but there is 
little information available 
about what will happen 
if they aren’t paid. He also 
said the method for apply-
ing for a waiver is not clear 
and not welcoming to 
those in need.

“For some families, 
these fees are trivial finan-
cial expenditures; for other 
families these fees repre-
sent a meaningful hard-
ship. As such, school fees 
are necessarily in tension 
with our shared aspiration 
for equity, particularly in 
public education,” James 
said in his presentation.

“Trustees have an ethi-
cal obligation to ensure 
that these fees are justi-
fied and administered 

with care and courtesy, 
and attention to our aspi-
rations for equity. Trust-
ees have an additional 
responsibility to dem-
onstrate these funds are 
appropriately and care-
fully administered.”

During his delega-
tion, James asked that the 
schedule of school fees 
be made public, that the 
board review the relevant 
policy and procedure 
documents, that details be 
provided in financial doc-
uments as per fee revenue 
and expenditure, and 
that more information on 
graduation and workbook 
fees be supplied. In regard 
to the last point, he noted 
the BC Supreme Court 
Young vs. B.C. Ministry of 
Education decision for-

bids fees related to courses 
leading to graduation.

The district policy com-
mittee agreed to look 
into the issue at its Jan. 28 
meeting with a response 
to be drafted by commit-
tee chair Rob Pingle.

“It is appropriate that 
the board reviews this 
matter to its policy com-
mittee, as the policy is now 
13 years old and predates 
important court deci-
sions,” James said after 
the meeting. In addition, 
he said, “I would encour-
age any parents who have 
had experiences (good 
or bad) regarding school 
fees to relay them to Lisa 
Halstead, the superinten-
dent (lhalstead@sd64.ca). 
I know Lisa will welcome 
those stories.”

ISlANdS TruST 

Trust launches budget deliberation
Administrative surcharge
questioned

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring residents are among 
a select group within the Islands 
Trust’s jurisdiction who face the pos-
sibility of a looming tax increase, 
according to preliminary 2015-2016 
budget information released Friday.

The Trust’s projected annual 
operating expenses for the coming 
year are up nearly two per cent from 
$7,052,618 to $7,189,270. Proposed 
new costs include increases to trustee 
renumeration and staff wages, more 
bylaw enforcement services and hir-
ing of a senior aboriginal advisor.

An increase in provincial funding 
and transfer from the Trust’s general 
revenue coffers will eliminate the 
prospect of any tax increase for most 

ratepayers across the Trust area.
Salt Spring residents will, howev-

er, face a special property tax request 
for work associated with the Salt 
Spring Island Watershed Protection 
Authority. The multi-agency group 
was formed in 2013 to research and 
implement solutions to water qual-
ity problems in St. Mary Lake and 
other island watersheds.

The proposed $119,500 levy will 
cover meeting and communica-
tion costs: $12,000; one or more 
contracted full-time coordina-
tors: $85,000; contingency funds: 
$10,000; and a new administrative 
surcharge: $12,500.

The special requisition request is 
up slightly from last year’s $110,000.
Ratepayers can anticipate the fee 
will add approximately $15 to the 
Islands Trust portion of their prop-
erty taxes.

Speaking at a Jan. 8 Salt Spring 

Local Trust Committee meeting, 
trustee Peter Grove said he will 
investigate the impetus for the 
administrative surcharge with other 
members of the Trust’s Financial 
Planning Committee. 

Following a meeting last week, 
trustee and FPC member George 
Grams said the committee has asked 
staff to provide evidence supporting 
the surcharge.

Public comments on the Trust’s 
proposed 2015-2016 budget are 
welcome until Feb. 27. Comments 
received before noon on Feb. 11 will 
be considered by the FPC.

Comments can be submitted by 
email at budget@islandstrust.bc.ca. 
Anyone who wishes to present a 
formal delegation at Trust Council, 
scheduled for Gabriola Island from 
March 10 to 12, must register with 
Jas Chonk at jchonk@islandstrust.
bc.ca by Wednesday, Feb. 18.
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DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0  

MOUAT’S CLOTHING COMPANY
106 Fulford-Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island
Toll Free: 1-877-490-5593
info@mouatsclothingco.com

Join us for our Winter Clearance Sale 
on now. New items added weekly.

.

The least number of houses are available for buyers to view in winter.  Homes are frequently
temporarily off the market while owners are away. Many listings come“back on the market” in spring. 

“Quiet Season Buyers” tend to be “SERIOUS BUYERS”.
It is my belief that the ratio of number of showings to offers is highest during 

the winter & early spring months, than in summer.

Your residence will stand out from the crowd when there are the fewest number of listings.   

                                                Choose your timing for best success.

   
 jan@saltspringguide.com         
www.saltspringguide.com 

 #104-150 Fulford-Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island BC V8K 2T8  250-537-9977

Call:  250-537-9894
 Jan Macpherson, M.E.S., R.I.

VREB GOLD &
RE/MAX PLATINUM  

 Award Winner - 2014.
       Ask to see Jan’s 

                                       RE/MAX marketing presentation
            & award winning advertising.
                                   * Source: CREA & REMAX Data.

             THINKING OF SELLING? February is the best month! 
                         according to Redfin. Their nationwide listing analysis showed that 74% of homes listed in February sell within 
                       90 days & 13% sold for more than list price*. These are US statistics. Ours will differ.  I observe that.....

PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD

2013 

RE/MAX Salt Spring 
Each office independently owned & operated

* 20      12

GOLD 
 AWARD

2014 

2014

* Reported in the Huffington Post January 3, 2015 

sCHool Board 

Trustees support high-school cafeteria food-cart plan
Student involvement 
with board resumes

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Gulf Islands Secondary School 
could soon be building on its inno-
vative culinary program by adding 
a course in entrepreneurship to the 
mix.

Program head Mark Kilner came 
back to the school board on Jan. 14 
to officially propose an idea he had 
already raised as a future goal: buying 
and operating a food cart during the 
summer months. The venture would 
make use of the school garden’s pro-
duce during its most productive 
season and provide employment for 
students, with all proceeds returned 
to the program.

“I want to buy a food cart and 
I’ve found the right one, and I have 

most of the funds to cover it,” Kilner 
summed up at the beginning of his 
presentation.

Kilner envisions the truck as sup-
plying salads and perhaps soup dur-
ing market weekends and through 
the summer months. The program 
would employ between four and 
six students already taking culinary 
classes, some of whom are in dan-
ger of not graduating and need more 
school credits.

Trustees were favourable to the 
idea but wondered how to assign 
school credit. They settled on a 
“board/authority authorized” course 
proposal, which would have to be 
approved by the Ministry of Edu-
cation. There were also questions 
about adding to Kilner’s work load, 
although he said he often works dur-
ing weekends and summer days to 
check on the garden. He also used to 
work 16-hour days seven days a week 

as a chef.
“Most professions work 50 weeks 

of the year,” he noted. “So I’m not 
afraid of a little hard work.”

The board voted to approve in 
principle the development of a BAA 
course that results in a food cart in 
compliance with local regulations. 
Correct Islands Trust zoning and 
health and safety inspections will 
have to be included in the plan.

Gulf Islands district superinten-
dent Lisa Halstead noted the high 
school cafeteria is currently the only 
island eatery to receive a consistent 
gold-star rating with Island Health.

“So I’d like to commend you on 
your quality standards,” she said.

Youth on board 
Also at Wednesday’s board meet-

ing, high school student Kyle Dow 
presented a delegation requesting 

the board let two students join its 
activities. Dow is currently in the 
process of re-establishing student 
council leadership activities with two 
representatives from each grade plus 
himself as chair. The group intends to 
write a new student council constitu-
tion and will potentially take a strong 
role with the Salt Spring Forum.

Chair May McKenzie welcomed 
Dow, observing students had former-
ly been an important presence at the 
table and were responsible for writ-
ing several policies such as those on 
diversity and sustainability. She sug-
gested students attend committee 
meetings when possible in addition 
to the public board sessions.

Delegations 
The board also welcomed Trinda 

Gajek, a public health nurse who is 
the SD64 team leader in the Health 

Promoting Schools program and 
heard a delegation from Deborah 
Nostdal and Margriet Ruurs on the 
importance of staffing school librar-
ies with teacher librarians.

Policies & dollars
In other school board action, 

trustees approved updates to the 
district’s policy on bullying and 
harassment, approved a BAA 
course on songwriting to submit 
for ministry approval and received 
a report from chief financial officer 
Rod Scotvold on the year-to-date 
financial picture.

Scotvold noted the district bud-
get stands at 43.2 per cent spent 
with half of the school year com-
pleted.

“I think that’s pretty reflective of 
this time of year for the past few 
years.”

GanGEs sEwEr

Upgrades pegged at $3.9 million 
Government funding could ease 
ratepayer burden

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Ganges Sewer Local Services Commission members 
have voted unanimously to spend upwards of $3.9 mil-
lion for infrastructure upgrades in the downtown core.

“This thing is 30 years old, so we have to keep it up and 
it has to keep working, but we need to do so as efficiently 
and as cost effectively as we can,” said Gary Utter, the 
commission’s chair, in an interview Monday.

Ratepayers will vote on a borrowing bylaw in a referen-
dum expected later this year. The project’s final cost and 
implications for anyone hooked into the Ganges sewer 
system won’t be confirmed until commissioners receive 
news of a grant application.

Commissioners say funding from the New Building 
Canada Fund could dramatically reduce costs. Project 

funds would be split equally between local, provincial 
and federal government agencies.

“We’re hoping [the grant funding] falls into place 
because that would make it a lot easier for everything,” 
Utter said.

By paying more money to implement upgrades soon-
er, commissioners and CRD staff hope to minimize 
maintenance and emergency repair costs over the long 
term.

Facility work covers replacement of screens, filters, 
heaters, piping and pumps, a new sludge thickening 
process, rehabilitation of pump stations, a new motor 
control centre and new monitoring equipment.

“It’s a project that needs to be done,” Utter said.
Work is anticipated to take five years.
Thirty people attended an open house on the subject 

in early December. Utter said another public event will 
occur before a referendum is held.

More information is available under the “document 
library” tab at www.crd.bc.ca.

Court 

Spitter banned from park
Islander dodges jail time

A man who spat in the face of a 
Salt Spring RCMP officer has been 
banned from Centennial Park and is 
forbidden to consume alcohol out-
side his home.

Provincial court Judge Roger Cut-
ler issued a suspended sentence 
to Robert Koberinski last Tuesday 
in connection with a July 31, 2014 
assault of a police officer.

During a two-day trial in Ganges, 
court heard police arrested Koberin-
ski after he was seen walking across 
Fulford-Ganges Road near Centen-
nial Park wearing a green dress and 
holding an open can of beer.

Const. John Upshall said Koberin-
ski appeared “very aggressive” and 
“belligerent” during the incident, 
letting a stream of profanity flow 
against the two arresting officers.

He testified that a handcuffed 
Koberinski spat in his eye as the pair 
made their way to a nearby police 
cruiser.

“It covered the left side of my face,” 
Const. Upshall told the court. 

Koberinski, who represented 
himself in court, said he feels police 
have unfairly targetted him as part of 
an ongoing campaign to “clean up” 
public spaces in the downtown core.

He said his behaviour on July 31 
was aggravated because officers 
had broken his glasses and left his 
shoes in the park during the arrest. 
Whatever spit may have landed in 
the arresting officer’s eye was unin-
tentional, Koberinski added.

“Really, I’m just tired of getting 
arrested,” he told the court.

Koberinski apologized to the offi-
cer during the trial. 

Cutler said his punishment is 
based on Koberinski’s “volatile” reac-
tion to alcohol. Though Koberinski 
appears to be an intelligent and rea-
sonable person when sober, he said, 
it’s obvious alcohol poses a problem. 

“The court has heard evidence 
that you are a different person when 
you drink,” he said.“The act of spit-
ting on someone is pretty egregious. 
In cases like this, jail time is usually 
warranted, but my concern is your 
drinking in public places.”
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Saving 
Grace

SSIFR remuneration system is broken
The Dec. 24 Driftwood article regarding our fi re department 

quotes union president Jamie Holmes as saying, “The system 
must be somewhat broken . . . .”  Although our reasons differ, I 
couldn’t agree with him more.  

The fi re department’s 2015 budget is $2,529,000 (plus a few 
hundred thousand for debt servicing on outstanding loans). 
This is almost four times what it was less than 10 years ago, yet 
the call volume is down.

Across the pond, in the municipality of North Cowichan, 
the 2014 budget for its fi re department came in at half of ours: 
$1,254,000. Their population is about three times that of Salt 
Spring; the land mass is the same; the hazards are signifi cantly 
greater (Highway 1, industry, etc.) There are four fi re halls, each 
with its own chief and approximately 130 fi refi ghters . . . all of 
whom (including the fi re chiefs) operate on a paid-on-call basis. 

Captain Holmes asserted that hiring of a sixth (and soon to be 
seventh) career fi refi ghter is justifi ed due to the “crippling work-
load,” averaging 63 hours per week. He neglects to mention that 
this is accounted for only by including the stand-by duty, those 
hours when each takes home the command vehicle during the 
night and/or holiday.  

Compensation for this “standby duty” averages $435 per night 
(on top of regular wages), totaling about $160,000 last year. 
According to the union contract, this is performed only when 
requested by the fi re chief. How about this, Chief Tom Bremner 
. . . don’t request it. Reduce that “crippling workload” by having 
the chief or his deputy take it home, as had routinely been done 
in the past.  

In response to recent requests under the Freedom of Informa-
tion and Protection of Privacy Act, the community is now able 

to learn 2013 compensation for each member of the depart-
ment whose taxable income exceeded $75,000. All of the career 
personnel exceeded this threshold. It ranged from the lowest 
($87,133) for a partial-year new hire, to the highest ($151,257) 
for a captain who, together with a lieutenant ($145,443) and 
another captain ($148,415) earned roughly as much or more 
than Nanaimo’s fi re chief ($148,464) or the city manager of Vic-
toria ($145,848).  

By comparison, the City of Victoria’s Statement of Financial 
Information report shows a battalion chief received $113,086; 
lieutenant $95,510; fi refi ghter 1st class (15th year) $81,127; and 
captain $98,843. 

I can’t fault our career fi refi ghters for accepting pay that, by 
all appearances, is extravagant. They are the benefi ciaries of a 
system which is out of touch and out of scale with the realities 
of our community. Responsibility for that belongs to the board 
of trustees and, in particular, their member/s that negotiated it.  

I can’t imagine anyone who would object to our personnel 
receiving fair and equitable compensation. But we are now 
faced with a situation which limits the efforts of our qualifi ed, 
well-trained POC personnel and seems to create a self-fulfi lling 
demand for more full-time career staff . . . whether or not in 
keeping with the wants and needs of the community, and our 
ability to pay.

A team in the NHL will change its management after a single 
losing season. We’ve experienced a losing decade. Seriously, it’s 
time for a change.

The writer has closely followed Salt Spring Fire Protection Dis-
trict matters for a number of years. 
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I
t was seven months ago 
that Salt Spring’s Joe Aker-
man set off from a beach in 
Ganges to circumnavigate 

Grace Islet for the very fi rst time.
Akerman found time in his work schedule to 

paddle around the First Nations burial islet morning, 
noon and night as a matter of principle. Faced with 
a seemingly insurmountable marathon of legal and 
bureaucratic hurdles, Akerman still felt compelled to 
begin somewhere, so he grabbed a boat, a paddle and 
a ceremonial drum.

Most of those early summer paddles were done 
alone while other islanders began to realize the signifi -
cance of what was taking place right here in Ganges 
Harbour.

By the end of July, paddles around the islet weren’t 
only happening on a daily basis but were attract-
ing upwards of 100 people. Action on the water 

built momentum at the 
political level as the Capital 
Regional District consid-
ered expropriation and the 
province faced increasing 
pressure over its woe-
fully inadequate and easily 
circumventable Heritage 
Conservation Act.

It’s not often that 
grassroots movements like the Defenders of Grace 
Islet emerge victorious, but we’ve now seen that such 
groups can overcome legal intimidation, fi nancial 
pressure and social apathy to win the day.

The province’s decision to partner with First Nations 
and the Nature Conservancy of Canada stands as an 
amazing confi rmation to stand by your convictions, 
proof David really can take down Goliath.

As some of the group’s members proudly looked 
over Grace Islet following the province’s announce-
ment to settle the property dispute on Thursday, it 
soon became clear the fi ght is still far from over. 

Even when the roof, walls and concrete founda-
tion of the home on Grace Islet are removed and 
work to restore the islet is deemed complete, British 
Columbians will still face provincial legislation that 
fails to avert the consequences of similar clashes 
between First Nations heritage and development 
pressures in communities across the province.

If the province does not want to see repeats of 
the Grace Islet scenario around B.C., it needs to get 
working on amended regulations and protocols for 
dealing with First Nations heritage sites without 
delay. 
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ANNE LIHOU
Some kind of park for people 
to use just for the day, not 
with anything built on it.

NORM SLATER
It could be turned into a nice 
marine park like Russell 
Island.

JUDY NURSE
Just take it back to a natural 
state and not build a bridge 
to it or anything.

RAE JESSIMAN
It should be a provincial 
park.

SALT SPRING 
SAYS
We asked: Now that 
Grace Islet will be 
purchased, what 
should be done 
with it?

Letters to the editor
Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Send your letters to news@gul� slandsdriftwood.com

ISLAND VOICES QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “Most importantly, the ancestors at our sacred 
burial sites are able to rest peacefully as a result of our collective perseverance.”

CHIEF WILLIAM SEYMOUR, COWICHAN TRIBES

Leave the 
eyesore

I would like to suggest that 
the construction that is par-
tially completed on Grace 
Islet be left as it is, incomplete 
and an eyesore as a monu-
ment to the stupidity of the 
First Nations, the provincial 
government and those who 
champion native causes right 
or wrong, and enviro-lunies 
who pressured the govern-
ment into stopping it.

The First Nations should 
have gotten off their collective 
ass years ago and petitioned 
the government for protected 
status for such sites. The gov-
ernment should have listened 
to their own experts and staff 
a long time ago. And if the 
Nature Conservancy is touting 
this as “ecologically valuable 
for its Garry oak plant com-
munities, intertidal habitat 

and as a small component of 
the rare coastal Douglas-fir 
ecosystem,” they should open 
their eyes.

It is a very small piece of 
rock in a very big province 
and matters not a whit in the 
great scheme of things for its 
ecological value compared to 
what we log, mine and bull-
doze for development in a day.

To make such a decision, 
the government must have 
discovered very late in the day 
they would lose a precedent-
setting case. Now someone is 
going to have to spend a for-
tune to deconstruct the build-
ing and restore the island.

I want to know who is get-
ting fi red, booted out of cabi-
net and publicly pilloried over 
this, and that goes for the First 
Nations politicians as well as 
the local and provincial politi-
cians.
GREG MIDDLETON,
S A L T  S P R I N G 

Tale of two 
conservancies

I was the executive director 
of our Salt Spring Island Con-
servancy for four years, which 
has prompted a couple of 
people to ask me this week if I 
know how the organization is 
faring in light of the fi nancial 
problems at The Land Con-
servancy of B.C.

That’s an easy answer, 
because the Salt Spring Island 
Conservancy and TLC are two 
completely separate organi-
zations. Our conservancy was 
started in 1995 to spearhead 
the community campaign to 
protect the Mill Farm. It has 
always been an entirely inde-
pendent and local non-profi t 
society working to protect 
land on this island. 

SSIC does not mortgage 
property and even in the 
tightest times in the early 

years it budgeted carefully to 
live within its means, which it 
continues to do.

From what I have read it 
sounds like the current board 
of The Land Conservancy of 
B.C. is working very hard to 
sort things out and I hope 
they succeed in resolving 
their difficult situation. But 
don’t worry about your local 
Salt Spring Island Conservan-
cy — it is thriving!
LINDA GILKESON,
S A L T  S P R I N G

Centre-line 
refl ectors

Fulford-Ganges Road: No, 
we can’t see clearly now. Apol-
ogies to Jimmy Cliff, but any-
one who has driven it at night 
knows this too well.

Where is the centre line? 
It’s anyone’s guess. This is 
especially true in the rain. I 
can navigate this road under 

adverse conditions only 
because I’m familiar with the 
curves. But God help anyone 
who isn’t. 

I don’t believe the lines 
were repainted before the 
monsoons began. Bad idea, 
Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure or Main-
road. If they are not going to 
be maintained properly, with 
the money saved from snow 
removal this winter it would 
be an excellent idea to invest 
in centre-line refl ectors before 
there is a dreadful mishap.
ALLAN CREASEY,
B E D D I S  R O A D

Lucky to have 
Rainbow pool 

I am writing with praises 
for our local pool. I can’t 
tell you how grateful I am 
to have such a great facility.  

When I go, there are 
classes for kids, Aquafit, 

length swimming, water 
polo for the teens, a hot tub 
for those who simply wish 
to relax in a whirlpool. 

I have also seen adults 
taking swimming lessons, 
which is a real accomplish-
ment for an older adult. 
Too, there are great water 
physiotherapy classes.  

The staff — well, what 
can I say? Jim and Tammy 
are wonderful and all the 
staff are helpful and atten-
tive to the swimmers. They 
are friendly and welcom-
ing. I have made many 
friends too that I don’t see 
in other walks of my life. 

So, I see our pool as such 
a benefit to all people of 
Salt  Spr ing.  Aren’t  we 
lucky!
KISHORI HUTCHINGS,
M A I N  S T R E E T

MORE LETTERS  continued on 8

First article in a 
series for 2015

“Sit up straight!” she ordered. 
“Your nose is heading for 

your keyboard again!” 
Later, we took a walk: “Stop 

slouching!” Though exasperated, 
she didn’t give up on me. “Here’s 
a tip: Imagine a string attached to 
your belly button. Then pretend 
I’m drawing you forward. When 
you lead with your belly and let 
your head and chest follow, you’ll 
be standing straight.” 

No, that isn’t my mother issu-
ing instructions and offering 
pointers about my posture; it’s 
my personal trainer. She mean-
ders around my mind, ready to 
remind me that if I’m going to 
fly right I’ll need to straighten 
up fi rst. But whenever she takes 
a break, I revert to what comes 
naturally. I really need her. 

Why is it that the older we get, 
the more we tend to slump and 
slouch? 

Dr. David B. Reuben, chief 
of geriatrics at the David Gef-
fen School of Medicine at UCLA, 

explains that as we age the disks 
between our vertebrae tend to 
dry out and become thinner, 
compressing the spine. The pro-
cess has already started by age 
40. From then on, we can expect 
to lose almost half an inch of 
height per decade. 

As I grew into my 30s and 40s, 
I noticed my maternal grand-
mother leaning forward and los-
ing height. By the time Grandma 
reached 99, she was six inches 
shorter than she was in her 30s. 
My mother lived well into her 
94th year, and she also lost signif-
icant height. Seeing them shrink 
into tiny, hunched-over beings, I 
vowed that would never happen 
to me. 

I was chatting the other day 
with Pauline, a reader of this 
column with whom I’d recently 
become acquainted. She com-
mented that we are all aware that 
people grow older and eventually 
die. 

“But it’s something that hap-
pens to other people,” she said. 
“We don’t think it can happen to 
us.” I guess I’m in that category 
too.

Over the years, I could see 
other people slumping forward. 
Then, in 1998, I visited Dr. Mil-
ligan for the first time. After a 
checkup, he commented, “Your 
height is 5’ 5 ½”. Does that sound 
right?”

“No!” I exclaimed. “I’m 5’�6 
3/4”.”  

“You aren’t when you’re slouch-
ing.” 

Well, I wasn’t going to stand for 
that! So Dr. Milligan walked over 
to the measuring chart, and . . . 
slouched. His head was forward, 
his shoulders rounded, and his 
whole body had a downcast 
look. Was that how I looked? I 
returned to the chart and stood 
as tall and straight as I could 
manage. Immediately, I gained 
about three-quarters of an inch 
in height. 

The rest of my shrinkage was 
probably due to gravity. At 58, 
I could have expected a loss of 
four-fi fths of an inch. 

Intent on improvement, I 
sought out a physiotherapist.

“Back up against a wall,” she 
instructed, “and place your heels, 
calves, buttocks, upper back, 

shoulders and the back of your 
head against it.” I couldn’t do 
it! But, over the space of several 
weeks, I worked myself into that 
posture and could hold it easily.

But, once fixed, I didn’t keep 
at it. When I started to write this 
article, I decided to test myself. 
Sure enough, I failed. Back to 
square one.

Osteoporosis can also cause 
us to shrink. Our bones become 
thin and porous, and we start to 
experience tiny fractures in our 
spines. The more fractures we 
have, the more likely we are to 
develop kyphosis, an unnatural 
rounding of the back, which also 
makes us shorter. 

We usually associate osteo-
porosis with elderly women. My 
mother had it, and so did her 
mother, but my uncle and two of 
my younger brothers do too. And 
so do I. Apparently, osteoporosis 
runs in our family, but does that 
mean we have to shrivel up? 

Dr. Reuben says it’s possible to 
stave off kyphosis through exer-
cise. The more we strengthen our 
core muscles, the more likely we 
are to straighten up. Stretching 

e x e r c i s e s 
a l s o  w o r k 
to keep our 
muscles fl ex-
ible and, if 
started early 
enough, yoga can reverse kypho-
sis. Combined with a healthful 
diet, including plenty of calcium 
and Vitamin D, exercise is the key 
to keeping kyphosis at bay. 

Here’s a thought! We’re all 
members of somebody’s amor-
phous group of other people. 
We can be objects of their imag-
ination, but let’s not merely 
be somebody else’s vague idea 
of other people to whom stuff 
happens. Let’s be ourselves, 
walking tall, straight and strong. 
And it couldn’t hurt us to take a 
personal trainer along for the 
ride.

Editor’s note: Aging with Grace  
is the new Driftwood column by 
Helen Hinchliff, following her ini-
tial one-year Aging in Place - Salt 
Spring Style series published in 
2014.  The feedback was so over-
whelmingly positive that she was 
encouraged to continue.

AGING with GRACE: Straighten up and � y right  

HELEN HINCHLIFF

BY HELEN 
HINCHLIFF

AMANDA BERNARDIN
They should give that building 
to the aboriginal community 
for them to use as they see fi t. 
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
FLOOD RESTORATIONS

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

PAUL REYNOLDS
owner/operator

250-537-4208
ssipreynolds@yahoo.ca

JOSH LACY
certified technician

FREE ESTIMATES
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FERRY PICKUP AT CROFTON

250-246-4674
thehappydenturist@shaw.ca  |  #7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD

FREE CONSULTATION

The
Happy

Denturist
Brian Harris
30 YEARS OF COMPETENT 

& FRIENDLY SERVICE

• COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICES
• IN-HOUSE LAB
• SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS

no referralnecessary

• PARTIAL DENTURES
• DENTURES OVER IMPLANTS
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Kapa Kai Glass 250-653-4148

• Auto Glass  • Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication  • Custom Skylights

• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms • Free Estimates

TROY KAYE

Your “clear” choice 
for glass.
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Automotive
    Services Ltd.

AutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotiveAutomotive
Johnson’s

BCAA APPROVED REPAIR FACILITY

     SALT SPRING ISLAND

250.537.2023 #1-156 Alders Ave.

Arthur Guest
President

Insurance Advisor

T 1-877-830-7000
C 604-999-5607
F 250-537-4008
arthur@saltspringinsurance.ca

Salt sprinG
INSURANCE SERVICES
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JANUARY CLEARANCE 

  50% OFF

Downtown GanGes  .  250-537-5882

UP 
TO

Ratepayers group exploring options

Digital 
Driftwood
‘prescription’

Of all people to appreci-
ate a digital subscription, 
I  suppose I  am tardy at 
coming around to jumping 
aboard the online version 
of the Driftwood. It is fabu-
lous and now immediate 
on all my devices! 

I had not been reading 
the Driftwood regularly or 
any print media for that 
matter due to the valu-
able trees that are sacri-
ficed on the alter of “hold-
ing transient news in your 
hands.” However fleeting 
that sensation, I  simply 
could not justify it except 
when there was real news 
like the exhausting “over 
60 hours a week” our local 
firefighters put in for seven 
house f ires  a  year !  Gee 
whiz, I hope someone can 
itemize that itinerary of 
hours that ratepayers are 

on the hook for because 
with their ever-expanding 
multi-million-dollar bud-
get, they and their union 
have long ago cleared the 
treetops of what a small 
community like ours can 
h y p o t h e t i c a l l y  b e  p re -
pared for. I mean really? 
One wonders if a forensic 
audit is not long overdue 
for what has become B.C.’s 
“gold standard” in opera-
tional f ire departments, 
according to a recent study 
session. 

But I digress, what I real-
ly wanted to say is that an 
online “prescription” to 
the Driftwood is good for 
all that ails you if you are 
suffering from an other-
wise local news vacuum on 
such important issues. The 
online version is offered 
i n  a  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n d 
impressive digital  form, 
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  e m b e d -
ded links and searchable 
archive! 

Awesome, and congrat-
ulations to the Driftwood 
for pulling me further into 
the future.
Paul Marcano,
V e s u V i u s

Horrific 
practices

On Jan. 13 I attended 
a heart-wrenching slide-
supported presentation on 
human trafficking. 

Hosted by Probus,  at 
Meaden Hall, speakers Elaine 
Head and Bruce Logan told 
a full house about their 
research in the literature 
and on the ground of South 
East Asia where humans are 
exploited for profit in sex 
slavery, slave labour and for 
the sale of human organs.

In  t h e  p re s e n t a t i o n , 
we were told that little girls as 
young as seven are being sold 
into the sex trade in Cam-
bodia and Vietnam where 
profits from sex slavery are 
considerably higher than the 
sale of drugs or weapons. 
Extreme poverty is the main 
cause of this horrific activity.

There is an urgent need for 
enforcement of new legisla-
tion in these male-dominat-
ed countries, where females 
are marginalized and sold as 
commodities, but change is 
slow to come.

Logan and Head have 

published a memoir called 
Back To Vietnam: Tours of the 
Heart, about their experienc-
es as volunteers in Vietnam, 
which in part describes the 
crippling poverty and lack 
of education in this war-torn 
country.

Logan is currently working 
on his second book, based 
on the subject of child sex 
trafficking in Vietnam and 
Cambodia.  

For more information I 
encourage you to send an 
email to backtovietnam@
gmail.com.
Helani Davison,
s a l t  s p R i n g 

Shameful
The B.C. government, hec-

tored by local citizens and 
aboriginal leaders, going to 
buy Grace Islet, along with the 
Nature Conservancy of Can-
ada, with all associated costs 
estimated as being in the mil-
lions of dollars.

This is to house 16 aborigi-
nals now more than 500 years 
old, rather than helping hun-
dreds who are alive and home-
less today. Shame on all of you. 
JoHn a. HeDDle,
s a l t  s p R i n g 

By Bill coTÉ
Last week the North Salt Spring Water-
works District revised the cost of the 
new water treatment plant down to 
$8.9 million from $10.4 million, with a 
referendum coming soon. 

The pressure being put on the 
board by ratepayers is working, but 
there is still a long way to go. We 
must have clean water but we also 
must have the lowest cost.

I t  s e e m s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e 
NSSWD board should be open to the 
least expensive option that produces 
the required quality and quantity of 
treated water and a plant that meets 
all building codes. The cost of this 
is $6 million, as was demonstrat-
ed earlier, and will continue to be 
demonstrated by we the ratepayers. 
Instead the board continues down 
the path of wanting to spend good 
money after bad and build the now 
$8.9-million plant. So why won’t the 
board discuss the $6-million plant 
with ratepayers?

A little history reveals some costly 
errors in judgement that are prob-
ably mistakes but that hit the rate-
payers where it hurts, on our tax bill.

1 .  During the Apri l  2014 AGM 
the board committed in writing to 
the ratepayers that they would not 
engage a consultant for the detailed 
design until after the referendum had 
been passed. Seventeen days later 
they apparently forgot their commit-
ment by passing a motion to engage 
KWL for the detailed design of the 
plant. They then instructed KWL to 
proceed. Why did they reverse their 
commitment to their ratepayers?

2. KWL was then engaged without 
looking for any alternate propos-
als for design from the many quali-
fied consultants in the field. Can 
you imagine spending $637,000 on 
a new home, buying the first one 
that came along without looking at 
other homes? I think not, what a 
waste. Would you hire a contractor to 
work on your home without getting 

second and third prices? Is this good 
governance?

3. The board’s actions are governed 
by the provincial Local Government 
Act. Clause 746 states that “Powers 
that must be exercised by law . . . (are 
to) make bylaws for one or more of 
the following . . . entering into a con-
tract about land or works.” Certainly 
the board did not do this. No bylaw 
was put in place. The ratepayers are 
now bearing the cost. Why did the 
board enter into the design contract 
without the required bylaw?

4. The Improvement District Trust-
ees  Handbook requires  that  the 
trustees are “making open, transpar-
ent and informed decisions, (that) 
demonstrate that trustees respect 
the public’s right . . .” and “hold a 
public consultation process.”

So far the trustees are not respect-
ing the ratepayers’ right to a plant 
that is the least expensive option. By 
definition the consultation process 
is an exchange of ideas. In the previ-
ous open house and subsequent cor-
respondence the board has present-
ed only one option for a new plant. 
Where is the exchange of ideas?

On Jan. 29 the ratepayers will be 
discussing a less expensive option 
and the board has refused the invita-

tion to attend. Obviously the board 
is not participating in the required 
public process. Why is the board 
refusing the invitation to this open 
house?

5. Our group of ratepayers has 
a s k e d  f o r  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  Is l a n d 
Health order regarding the new treat-
ment plant and also asked for copies 
of all correspondence relating to the 
appointment of KWL. None of these 
were provided by the board. Why has 
the board refused to supply these?

 The above five items are likely 
mistakes made by the board that 
are today costing and will  in the 
future cost the ratepayers $637,000 
plus $8.9 mill ion if  the plant as 
selected by the board alone is built. 

The board has said it is too late to 
change directions. It is never too late 
to stop pouring good money after 
bad. In the Jan. 29 open house we will 
explain in detail the optional $6-mil-
lion water treatment plant and show 
how it meets all the requirements.

We ask all ratepayers and eligible 
voters to join us on Thursday, Jan. 
29 at 7 p.m. in the Orchard Room 
of the Harbour House Hotel for an 
open house on the new water treat-
ment plant. We will try to get a con-
sensus that asks the board to stop 
the KWL process until and after the 
board has asked for, received and 
reviewed with ratepayers the results 
of a request for proposals from three 
qualified firms for the $6-million 
option. There is time to do this.

We must get the process right for 
this water treatment plant as we will 
in the future have to build a second 
plant on Maxwell Lake.

The writer is a member of a growing 
group of North Salt Spring Water-
works District ratepayers seeking the 
lowest possible cost for the required 
water treatment plant. This letter is 
being copied to the Minister of Com-
munity, Sport and Cultural Develop-
ment for review.  

INDEPTH

MORELETTERS

On Jan. 29 the ratepayers 
will be discussing a less 
expensive option and the 
board has refused the
invitation to attend. 
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Kim Nash 250.537.4369
bluevelvet@uniserve.com
See us on Facebook
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Dan Hardy - Denturist

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy - Denturist

For appointments call 1-250-710-1884

For appointments call 
1-250-710-1884

Dan Hardy
Denturist

Dan Hardy 
Denturist

Salt Spring o�  ce located at 
Gulf Clinic

241 Lower Ganges Road
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST

• New Dentures
• Reline & Repairs

• Home & Care Facility Visits

Dan Hardy Denturist
Salt Spring o�  ce located at 

Gulf Clinic
241 Lower Ganges Road

EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1ST
• New Dentures

• Reline & Repairs
• Home & Care Facility Visits
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Magic Touch Carpet Cleaning
Gulf Island Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

Residential ~ Commercial ~ Boats ~ RV

Bus 250-537-4944 / Cell 250-537-6556 PO Box 497
magictouchssi@shaw.ca Salt Spring Island
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3202-115 Fulford-Ganges Road

Grace Point Square

sarah@sarahcarty.ca

250.538.1600 www.sarahcarty.ca

It’s Time to Escape to Salt Spring

$647,500  Truly a rare find... this immaculate 1995 square foot home sits on a flat and private 3.31 acre lot with an incredible 750 square foot attached triple garage (studio in one bay) with a large basement 
workshop. If that isn’t enough this incredible custom home features a magnificent open concept floor plan with large south facing windows.  The main floor features a beautiful “country” kitchen, dining, 
living rooms and two generous size bedrooms, 4 piece washroom, laundry/mud room plus the master bedroom with en suite and walk-in-closet. The basement has a 676 square foot workshop a hobbyist 
dream come true. This home can accommodate any family and or retired couple who need room for family/friends! Definitely one to put on your short list.

$169,000 Don’t miss this chance to buy a commercial building in Fulford village on Salt Spring 
Island.  Instead of leasing commercial space buy your own building.  This sweet building could 
be used for any number of business.   The building has water but no sewer hookup.  One could 
put in a composting toilet.  The building is approx 560 Sq Ft, the lot it is sitting on is approx 653 
Sq Ft.  Why lease when you can buy!

$199,000  Close to town building lots with big potential harbour view from lot. Piped water with 
almost level building site make this 1.5 acre lot an ideal lot to build your dream home on Salt 
Spring Island. Driveway in place with older septic system that might work for temp RV hook up.

$599,000 Exuding a sophisticated yet casual air, this quality-built (and renovated) one level open 
plan home offers 3 bedrms, 2 bathrms, plus a den and separate studio, is located close to walking trails 
in a desirable west side neighbourhood.  With generous outdoor living spaces, sunny professionally 
landscaped gardens with raised beds, and views down Sansum Narrows, this craftsman home 
features a gorgeous custom kitchen, granite countertops, hardwood and tile floors, high quality 
carpeting, vaulted ceilings, custom fir cabinetry and built-ins, two sets of French doors, gorgeous 
windows, and two fireplaces.  Separate laundry area, high end appliances, and numerous special 
touches make this a value-laden, easy-lifestyle offering.

$205,000  On a quiet dead end road lies this easy to build on ocean view lot. This .28 acre ocean 
view building lot serviced with sewer and community piped water eliminating the need for 
costly septic system and well installation & maintenance. Excellent sun exposure and ideal for a 
2 story home to maximize on the ocean and island vistas. In a quiet neighbourhood enjoying the 
convenience of transit bus service . A short stroll to the beach, cafe and the Fernwood dock. 5th 
wheel RV trailer with temp power pole in place could be included in the price bring your offers. 

Scan the QR code 
to get a real time 
Salt Spring map 
with all the listings.

Scott Simmons  250-538-8316
email: saltspring@yahoo.com  •  www.SaltSpringRE.com

Salt Spring Island Representatives for

One Percent Realty
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“When fate and destiny collide,
we’ll be there.”

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIRS

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

250.526.2626

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

paul@paulzolob.com

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Rants
Rants to the bicyclist who 

came out of a driveway at Upper 
Ganges and Leisure Lane at 5:30 
p.m. last Tuesday night dressed 
completely in black, no lights 
on you or your bike. You scared 
me to death when you were all 
of a sudden there. I also passed 
two bikers and three walkers 
again during that time dressed 
in dark clothing. Please, think 
about it, people, wear lighter 
clothes and reflectors/lights . . . 
most of us are watching, but we 

sometimes can’t see those who 
don’t glow in the dark. Elizabeth 
Kempling

Roses
Roses to those of you walk-

ing or riding at night with great 
reflectors as it makes our jobs 
as drivers so much easier to see 
you. EJK

A huge bunch of roses to the 
kind man who found the binoc-
ulars near Country Grocer and 
returned them to us. They were 

a Christmas present and we are 
so happy to have them back. 
Thank you. Zoe and Dorianna

A rose of gratitude to Lorne 
of the Lions Club who donated 
a wheelchair to my nephew 
with special needs. It’s a real life 
changer for the whole family!

Bouquets of Stingray red roses 
to Fred Lizotte for all of his hard 
work and hours spent as the 
Salt Spring Stingrays swim team 
treasurer. We are so very thank-
ful for all you do! Big cheers to 

you from Stingray swimmers, 
parents and our board mem-
bers. Thank you Fred!

I’d like to thank Island Com-
fort Quilts and Salt Spring Sing-
ers for their wonderful gifts. 
They have already given me a 
great deal of comfort. Thank 
you again. Anne

An armful of red roses for 
Dora of Mouat’s Home Hard-
ware for going the extra mile 
for customer satisfaction. Bob 
& Helen 

Rants and Roses

Penny 
thoughts 

So, the Canadian penny is no 
more, or is it?

When you purchase an item 
at a Canadian store and you use 

cash, if your total purchase is, 
let’s say $32.32, you pay $32.30. 
The total purchase amount is 
“rounded” down. If the pur-
chase totalled $32.33 you 
would pay $32.35 as the price is 
“rounded” up — in both cases 
the rounding is because there 
are no longer any pennies.

The rounding system is cal-
culated so that any purchase 

amount that totals less than 
three cents is rounded down 
to the next zero cents. Any pur-
chase amount of three cents or 
over is then rounded up to the 
next five cents.

Using the rounding up and 
rounding down calculations, 
there is a 40 per cent chance  
cash purchases will be rounded 
down and a 60 per cent chance  

purchases will be rounded up.
Funnier still, if you don’t pay 

using cash and pay using a 
bank debit card or credit card, 
the banks don’t round up or 
down, and are still collecting 
pennies.

I thought pennies didn’t exist 
anymore, or do they?
Grant Grayson,
S a l t  S p r i n g 

Photo bY JEN MAcLELLAN

PErfECt BalanCE: A 
crow perches in an arbutus 
tree at centennial Park, wait-
ing for the person below to 
drop a crumb or two. 

airline freak-outs: they’re all the rage
Sometimes life plays out the way it does 

in the movies. Case in point: that Korean Air 
Lines executive who flew into a rage when 
a flight attendant served her a complimen-
tary snack of macadamia nuts in a plastic 
bag rather than on a plate. 

She forced the attendant to kneel and 
apologize and demanded the plane return 
to the gate so he could be kicked off the 
flight. 

Yes, well now the executive, who is a 
daughter of the airline’s chairman, has been 
fired, publicly shamed and arrested as a 
result of the incident. She will forever be 
known as the “nut rage nut.”

But hold on . . . here’s another news story 
about a group of Chinese tourists who went 
crazy on a Thai Air-Asia flight because they 
couldn’t sit together. They threw hot noo-
dles at a flight attendant. 

Noodle rage.
And last month, several flights in the 

U.S. were interrupted by passengers going 
postal over reclining seats that wouldn’t 
recline — or because of seats in front of 
them that reclined too much. 

Recline rage?
What these incidents all have in com-

mon is not just bad behaviour or dimin-
ished expectations — it is airplanes.

T h e s e 
m e l t d o w n s 
didn’t occur 
on buses, in 
taxis, eleva-
tors or barber-
shops. They 
happened on 
those sardine 
c a n s  w i t h 

wings that are supposed to be the ultimate 
in travel luxury and convenience.

It’s not your imagination — air travel 
really is getting worse. I speak for those of 
us who travel in “economy” class (which 
ought to be called “steerage”) — not for 
the poobahs and pashas who fork over an 
extra grand or more each for the privilege 
of relaxing up front sipping complimentary 
champagne in their spacious and private 
cocoons. 

For the rest of us, it’s an endurance test 
of skinny aisles, smelly washrooms and 
canned announcements. “Insert the buckle 
in . . . .” Thanks, pal. I mastered seatbelts 
back when Lester Pearson was PM.

And then there’s the actual seat you pur-
chased for the flight. It’s perfectly contoured 
for a normal-sized dwarf who, unfortu-
nately, you are not.

That’s not your imagination either — 
airplane seats really are getting small-
er. On United Airlines 767 airplanes, 166 
passengers are now shoehorned into 
a space originally designed for 152. Air 
Canada 777’s have all been reconfigured 
to have 10 seats across instead of the 
original nine. 

Most airlines have even whittled down 
the “seat pitch” — the space, front to back, 
allotted for each passenger. Used to be 32 
inches, now it can be as little as 28.

The airlines taketh away but the air-
lines also addeth — extra fees, mostly. 
For everything from baggage to wireless 
service to reheated snacks a street pigeon 
would turn up its beak at.

Are you old enough to remember when 
airlines offered unlimited baggage? Free 
hot meals? Complimentary wine? It 
wasn’t long ago.

It wasn’t so very long ago either that Al 
Gore offered a pithy observation on the 
horrors of modern air travel. 

“Airplane travel,” said Al, “is nature’s 
way of making you look like your passport 
photo.” 

Frankly, I was surprised to hear that from 
the lips of Al Gore.

I’m pretty sure he flies executive.                                

Wit & WHimsy

arthur
Black

MorE lEttErs 
continued from 8
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Sunday Night Music with
The Barley Brothers

Sunday nighT 
Prime riB - $23.50

CloSed ThiS Sunday 
from 2Pm, STaff Par-

Ty
arts&entertainmententertainmententertainment
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FREE ADMISSION - Thursdays - January 8, 22, 29
Location: S.S. Library, program room

Doors open at 6:30 pm.  Episodes start promptly at 7 pm. 
and run to 9 pm.  www.yearsoflivingdangerously.com
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JON HEALEY: 250-537-1222

The reviews are in:
- Phenomenal - Entertainment Weekly
- Breathtaking visual style, Gripping - 
   Business Insider
- A compellingly fresh approach -  

N.Y. Times
- The most ambitious climate change 

documentary to date - Men’s 
Journal

- Unexpected, character-driven 
stories - Los Angeles Times

     
     

     
     

    S
ERIES CONTINUES!

SALT SPRING CLIMATE 
ACTION COUNCIL

CONCERTS 

Manx’s latest e� ort puts Mohan veena in spotlight
Fulford Hall concert 
features new tunes

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring bluesman Harry 
Manx is making room in his 
international touring schedule 
for those who love him best, 
with a hometown concert at Ful-
ford Hall set for Friday, Jan.30.

On the road to promote a new 
album called 20 Strings and 
the Truth, Manx and Australian 
friend Clayton Doly promise an 
evening of supreme musician-
ship and blues with a global fla-
vour.

“Whenever I have something 
unique or special to offer, I try 
to make a show happen [on 
Salt Spring],” Manx said. “Now I 

have a new CD and a wonderful 
musician with me, so it’s a good 
moment.”

Manx is known for his insight-
ful lyrics as much as for his 
Eastern-twinged sound, which 
comes from the unique Mohan 
veena, a mixture of hybrid slide 
guitar and classic Indian tuning. 
This time around the instru-
ment will be fully front and cen-
tre, fulfilling the long-held wish 
of many fans for more instru-
mental tracks.

“Every song takes you on a 
little journey. It’s for people who 
like to sit back and chill. This 
music doesn’t confront, it just 
invites you in,” Manx said.

The instrument that shines so 
brightly on the new album was, 
of course, the object of a major 
news story last year, when the 
veena was stolen from a baggage 

carousel at Chicago’s O’Hare air-
port. An appeal that Manx put 

out on Facebook netted a sur-
prisingly huge response. Police 
caught the thief and eventually 
recovered the instrument, but in 
the meantime Manx had run the 
full range of emotions — start-
ing with grief that an instru-
ment he’d used for 20 years and 
a unique part of his musical 
style had been taken during the 
middle of a tour.

“I suddenly realized what a 
great relationship I had with 
that instrument all those years. 
It was pretty devastating,” Manx 
said.

Before the process was over 
he had learned to let the veena 
go, restored by the huge out-
pouring of support from around 
the globe. Recovering it was like 
winning twice, he said.

“Since then, I’m sure it sounds 
better.”

M a n x ’s  t o u r i n g  s c h e d u l e 
last year included around 60 
shows during two and a half 
months in Australia and New 
Zealand before he headed to 
Europe. He’s happy to bring 
a friend along with him. Doly 
is an acclaimed keyboardist, 
who is especially well known 
as a virtuoso on the Hammond 
organ. He recently recorded 
with American blues legend Joe 
Bonamassa.

“That just shows the calibre 
of musician he is,” Manx said. 
“He’s a wonderful player and 
people are going to just enjoy 
him.”

Tickets to the show are avail-
a b l e  a t  Sa l t  Sp r i n g  B o o k s, 
Morningside Bakery and online 
at http://harrymanxinconcert.
brownpapertickets.com. The 
show starts at 8 p.m.

ARTS EDUCATION 

Photo project promotes self expression
Choices, GIFTS and 
Community Services 
join for project

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Some members of Salt 
Spring’s community who 
don’t have easy access to per-
sonal expression are fi nding 
a new outlet in a program 
joining participants of Salt 
Spring Community Services 
programming with GIFTS 
and Choices programs for 
adults with disabilities.

The idea behind the two-
day pilot project is to help 
participants share their 
unique creative perspec-
tives with the wider com-
munity. Those involved will 
learn some of the basics of 
the art from local photog-
raphers and then hopefully 
share the results in an exhi-
bition. Many cameras were 
donated by the community 
for the project, so the photo 
shooting can continue long 
after the workshop is over. 

“Not a lot of people here 
have their own camera, so 
that’s exciting,” said Denise 
Devlin, manager of the Gulf 
Islands Families Together 
Society. “And having a bit of 
a classroom session makes 
it more formal. There’s not 
a lot of education oppor-
tunities on Salt Spring for 
people with disabil it ies 
after high school.” 

Devlin said part of the 
idea for the project came 
from a collage exercise 
and show that one of her 

p r o g r a m  m e m b e r s  d i d 
last  year,  which was an 
extremely positive experi-
ence. Local photographer 
Mike Krayenhoff’s 2014 cal-
endar project with Com-
munity Services provided 
another link.

Barb Siegele, who runs 
the Yellow Submarine pro-
gram at Community Ser-
vices, noted that some of 
the group have a good rela-
tionship with art and many 
show potential for creativ-
ity and composition. Nor-
man Page, for example, has 
exhibited his paintings at 
Salt Spring’s fall fair. GIFTS 
client Jason Newport cur-
rently has a show of art-
work at Salt Spring Coffee 
Company.

“Some of them have expe-

rience of photography — I 
think they’re all interested 
in learning,” Siegele said.

The inaugural session 
took place Thursday after-
noon at the GIFTS building, 
where Krayenhoff projected 
some of her images onto 
a screen and talked about 
basic concepts of portraiture 
such as composition, prox-
imity to subject, angle and 
background.

Michael Levy joined in to 
discuss how to tell a story 
through images and how to 
pick subjects that capture 
meaningful memories.

“Think about the story 
you want to tell, and also the 
story you want to remem-
ber,” he advised. 

At this early stage, he 
added, keeping the image 

sharp and the camera steady 
are the only techniques any-
one needed to worry about.

Participants and their 
support workers took simple 
digital cameras out into the 
community after their les-
son was over, seeking the 
images they wanted to keep. 

“We don’t want our sup-
port workers to influence 
too much what people are 
seeing from their unique 
perspective, but we want 
them there to guide,” Devlin 
said.

The plan is for profession-
al photographers Shari Mac-
donald and Greg Klassen to 
join Krayenhoff for the next 
stage, which will be choosing 
and processing the images. 
An exhibition is planned for 
sometime in February.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

Terry Swing takes photos out and about with support worker Tara Hollingsworth.

WWW.HARRYMANX.COM 

Harry Manx with his Mohan veena.
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for 2015
Did you know that Pharmasave 
on Salt Spring can:

• Order and administer travel vaccinations
• Deliver your prescriptions
• Perform a personal review all of your 

medications 
• Produce custom prescription compounds
• Administer your fl u shot – and many other 

vaccination types
• Take back your expired or unused 

medications for safe and proper disposal 
• Create blister packs to safely organize your 

medications
• Help with your health and wellness needs 

– just ask us! We care about you and have 
over 45 staff members ready to listen.

Did you know that Pharmasave appreciates the 
support of this community?  We really do!  We 
thank you for your business and invite you to 
join our Pharmasave Rewards Program to receive 
points on all of your purchases.

Health

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response this ad goes to press in 

this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

Yoga For All Levels
Yoga for Beginners

Rejuvenating Retreats *SSI *Tofino 
*Tulum *Tuscany *Provence

Visit my website for class schedules & retreat info
WWW.SANTOSHA-YOGA-RETREATS.COM

Dorothy Price
Certified Yoga Teacher

“Come and see what you have been missing”

250-537-7675 
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BOX 210 GANGES P.O.
SALT SPRING ISLAND B.C.

V8K 2V9 CANADA
(250) 537-4141

Set in a Saltspring ‘country’ garden, our family 
dental practice offers you:

- A pleasant, warm atmosphere with friendly, 
professional staff.

- Our commitment to serve your needs by 
providing all aspects of general dentistry 
including the treatment of joint pain and 
bite imbalances, crowns and bridges, and 
root canals on molars as well as front teeth. 

- A thorough and successful programme to 
prevent and eliminate gum disease.

- Our commitment to present and explain all 
treatment options and to offer a choice of 
available materials.
We would be delighted to have you as a new 

patient and we look forward to providing you 
with the highest quality dental care.

Dr. Wm. E. LEa & Staff

250.537.2444    www.gangesyogastudio.com
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Ganges Yoga Studio
At the Salt Spring Island Wellness Centre

Still Point Yoga Studio
At Harbour House Hotel

One Philosophy Two Studios!
•NEW SCHEDULE
• TWO LOCATIONS

• DROP-IN SPECIALS
• ALL AGES

• FANCY OUTFITS NOT REQUIRED!

Thank you for choosing us to support you in maintaining healthy lifestyle choices.

PHARMASAVE MEDICATION
Have you had your medications reviewed by 
one of our pharmacists yet?

It’s a valuable service to help ensure that your 
medications are right for you.  We will review any 
side effects or drug interactions and answer all of 
your questions and concerns.

As of right now, PharmaCare and the 
Government of B.C. is covering the fee for this 
service if you are taking many medications, 
supplements, and herbal products.

Take a few minutes with one of our dedicated 
pharmacists today.
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DOWNTOWN 104 Lower Ganges Rd. 250-537-5534    
UPTOWN 372 Lower Ganges Rd. 250-538-0323

Open Monday-Saturday 9am - 6pm 
Sunday & Holiday Monday 11am - 5pm

Have you met your 
Pharmasave pharmacist?  

Barb would love to meet you 
and discuss your wellness needs!

Barb Hetherington

REVISE

wrItInG 

Popular memoir writing form focus of new workshop
Creativity, compassion 
and connection forged

Wendy Judith Cutler, longtime 
teacher, writer and feminist, is 
offering another of her popular 
women’s memoir workshops this 
February. 

She welcomes women of all 
ages and experiences with writing 
to partake in her upcoming four-
week workshop called Women 
Writing Memoir, which will meet 
on Wednesday afternoons at the 

Salt Spring Public Library. Par-
ticipants can expect to be sensi-
tively guided into the practices 
of writing freely, sharing (always 
with choice), listening deeply 
and witnessing, in order to probe 
the past, explore the present and 
dream into the future. 

“Memoirs have recently become 
one of the most popular forms of 
literature, both for readers and 
writers,” says Cutler. “There is a 
great deal to be gained by focusing 
on specific experiences in one’s 
life and using writing to deepen 

one’s  insights 
and awareness. 
The beauty of 
memoir is that 
one can write 
about a moment 
of time, a par-
ticular issue or 
concern, or even 
a specific mem-

ory. Whether a woman feels com-
pelled to record her life in writing, 
to begin a memoir or personal 
story, or has a project in mind, 
this workshop will inspire engage-

ment in the writing process and 
practice of writing one’s life.”    

The workshop will be an oppor-
tunity to develop one’s creativity, 
compassion and connection. 

“Meeting together in a circle of 
women is nourishing and inspir-
ing in so many ways,” said Cutler. 
“Creating the time to focus on our 
own extraordinary and ordinary 
lives and sharing this with other 
women engages and deepens our 
sense of ourselves, our own lives 
and our feelings of connections 
with others.” 

Cutler is the co-author with 
Lynda Monk and Ahava Shira of 
the recently published Writing 
Alone Together: Journalling in a 
Circle of Women for Creativity, 
Compassion and Connection.The 
trio held a book launch in Novem-
ber at the ArtSpring gallery to a 
full room of attendees. 

For more information about the 
workshop or to register, contact 
her at 250-653-4286 or winnie@
saltspring.com, or preview the 
website: womenwritingwjc.word-
press.com. 

fIlM 

Jazz doc hits
major chords
Salt Spring Film 
Fest screening 
at ArtSpring

By RoBeRt Mctavish
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D 

Winner of  numer-
ous audience-favou-
r i t e  a w a rd s  o n  t h e 
international festival 
circuit, Keep On Kee-
pin’ On is an unforget-
table music documen-
tary that unfolds like 
the best of Hollywood 
dramas. 

W h a t  c o u l d  h a v e 
b e e n  a  f a s c i n a t i n g 
straight-up biography 
of a jazz legend quick-
ly transcends its genre 
with a gripping narra-
tive of talent, mentor-
ship and friendship. 
It will be screened by 
the Salt Spring Film 
Festival at ArtSpring 
on Wednesday, Jan. 28 
at 7:30 p.m.

The film follows the 
relationship between 
iconic jazz musician 
a n d  t e a c h e r  C l a r k 
Terry, 89 at the film’s 
start, and 23-year-old 
piano prodigy Justin 
Kauflin. Having lost 
his  eyesight  at  age 
11, Kauflin turned to 
the piano and would 
eventually catch the 
ear of the encouraging 
Terry. Shot over five 
years, Keep On Keep-
in’ On follows the two 
as they work together 
t h r o u g h  c h a l l e n g e, 
disappointment and 
Terry’s failing health 
with the music always 
there as  the saving 
grace. 

Of course the music 
had always been there 
for Clark Terry. Born 
in St. Louis in 1920, 
he began with Count 
Basie’s  band before 
taking his trumpet to 

star in Duke Elling-
ton’s great orchestra 
o f  t h e  1 9 5 0 s.  Ha v -
ing already begun to 
play the guru to such 
young up-and-comers 
as Quincy Jones and 
Miles  Davis,  in  the 
1960s he further shift-
ed gears to become the 
first African-American 
staff musician on The 
Tonight Show. A bea-
con of positivity, it is 
easy to see why even 
Dizzy Gillespie would 
consider Clark Terry 
“the best.”

Yet it is the intimate 
access to the teacher-
student relationship 
where this documen-
tary finds the groove. 
Young Kaufl in’s  tal-
ent and energy com-
bine with Terry’s deep 
jazz wisdom to create 
count less  moments 
of joy and creativity, 
almost always ending 
in the wee hours with 
one of the blissfully 
engaged pair sudden-
ly asking, “What time 
is it?” 

It is not a carefree 
journey for either man 
or their families, but 
first-time director Al 
Hicks’  camera does 
not shy away from the 
darker moments that 
add soul to the film. 
A  d r u m m e r,  H i c k s 
too was a student of 
Terry’s — as was pro-
ducer Quincy Jones 
— who came on board 
a f t e r  v i s i t i n g  Te r r y 
d u r i n g  f i l m i n g  a n d 
getting caught up in 
the action.

To see the quality 
and quantity of stu-
dents Terry has con-
nected with over the 
years is nothing less 
than inspirational.

Keep On Keepin’ On 
has to be seen, and 
heard, to be believed.

WeNDy 
cUtLeR



Wed.  Jan 21
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Charlie & the Chocolate 
Factory. 
GISS Second Story Theatre pre-
sentation. ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m. 

 ACTIVITIES

Computer Drop-in Help. 
Free assistance every 
Wednesday with computer, 
tablet and phone issues from 
volunteers John & John at SS 
Literacy Centre. 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 
Dying With Dignity 
Meeting. 
Topic of monthly meeting is 
Preparing Your Legacy with a 
Death Becomes Us audio pre-
sentation. Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 1:30 to 3 p.m.  
SSI Fire Service Review 
Meeting. 
Public meeting to give 
feedback about the island’s 
fire service as part of a con-
sultant’s review process. SS 
Library Program Room. 6:30 
p.m. 
Wednesday Night Poker. 
Hosted by Albert at The Local. 
Sign up 6:30 p.m.
SongJam. 
A 21st-century pub sing-along 
to vocal and instrumental 
backing tracks. Moby’s Pub.  
7:30 p.m.  

Thur. Jan 22
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Charlie & the Chocolate 
Factory. 
See Wednesday listing.
Open Mic with Ross and 
Dave. 
Every Thursday at Moby’s Pub. 
9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Transitioning from Desktop 
to Cloud. 
A 12-session offering from 
Shaun Luttin of BigFont.ca 
starts today. Salt Spring Library 
Program Room. 12 noon.
Library Book Club Meeting. 
This month’s pick is The Unlikely 
Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by 
Rachel Joyce. Salt Spring Island 
Public Library. 1 to 3 p.m.
Stay and Play Drop-in.
For parents and caregivers and 
their children aged 0-6. Family 
Place. 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Salt Spring Women’s 
Basketball. 
Every Thursday (excluding 
school holidays) at the SIMS 
Gym. Wear indoor shoes. 6:15 to 
7:45 p.m.
Years of Living Dangerously 
Film Series. 
Series screening continues at 
the Salt Spring Library Program 
Room. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
and film starts at 7 p.m. sharp.

Fri. Jan 23
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Charlie & the Chocolate 
Factory. 
See Wednesday listing.
The Fabulous Flakes. 
Live music at Moby’s Pub. 9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

StoryTime. 
For children 3 to 6 years old and 
their families. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
Stay and Play Drop-in.
Every Friday for parents and 
caregivers and their children 
aged 0-6. Family Place. 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 
Games Night. 
Board games and other interac-
tive games, facilitated by Bryan 
Dubien. Salt Spring Public 
Library. 6 to 9 p.m.

Sat. Jan 24
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Latin Jazz Trio. 
Venezuelan pianist & composer 
Andre Carrasquero, Peter Dowse 
on bass and Jose Sanchez, fea-
turing popular Latin Jazz stan-
dards. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
and music starts at 8 p.m. Royal 
Canadian Legion. 7:30 p.m. For 
Legion members and guests.
DJ Daniel Trump. 
Electro-swing and a record bag 
full of other goodies. Moby’s 
Pub. 9 p.m.

Sat. Jan 24
 ACTIVITIES

CFUW Meeting. 
Salt Spring Island branch hosts 
Michael Byers, UBC Research 
Chair in Global Politics and 
International Law. Harbour 
House Hotel. 10 a.m.  
Pickleball. 
Saturdays at Salt Spring 
Elementary School gym. 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
Satsang & Meditation 
Intensive. 
With Greg Marian. Ram Spring 
Wellness Sanctuary. Noon to 
6 p.m.

Sun. Jan 25
  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Dock Side Drive. 
Victoria’s own show band pro-
vides an afternoon of vocal and 
instrumental tunes by favourite 
composers of the 1940s, ‘50s 
and ‘60s. ArtSpring. 2:30 p.m.
Barley Bros.
Live at the Salt Spring Inn. 6 to 
9 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Unitarian Fellowship. 
The Worth of Belief by Daniel 
VanKoughnett. Salt Spring 
Seniors Services Society. 10:30 
a.m.
Pickleball. 
Every Sunday at Fulford Hall. 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Sun. Jan 25
  ACTIVITIES

Rollerblading. 
All ages. Many sets of blades 
available for use. Fulford Hall. 
2:30 to 4 p.m. 
Dances of Universal Peace. 
Open-hearted alignment with 
each other and our world com-
munity through sacred chant, 
circle dance with musicians. 
Ram Spring Wellness Sanctuary. 
7 p.m.

Mon.  Jan 26
 ACTIVITIES

Taoist Tai Chi Open House 
and Introductory Class. 
All Saints Church. 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Tues. Jan 27
 ACTIVITIES

Pickleball at Fulford Hall. 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon.
Stay and Play Drop-in. For 
parents and caregivers and their 
children aged 0-6. Family Place. 
12:30 to 3 p.m.
ToddlerTime. Stories, rhymes 
and simple activities best 
suited for children aged 3 and 
under. Salt Spring Library. 2 p.m. 
Presentation on SSI’s aquifer. 
Find out how sensitive SSI’s 
coastal aquifer is to stressors 
such as sea level rise, changes 
in precipitation and develop-
ment related to pumping from 
wells. With thesis research by 
SFU graduate student Isabelle 
Larocque. The Fritz Movie 
Theatre. 2 p.m.
Classic Rock Bingo. Every 
Tuesday. Moby’s Pub. 7:30 p.m. 

Wed. Jan 28
 ACTIVITIES

SS Film Festival Screening: 
Keep On Keepin’ On. 
Shot over the course of five 
years, depicts 23-year-old, blind 
piano prodigy Justin Kauflin 
and jazz music legend and 89 
year-old teacher Clark Terry. 
ArtSpring. 7:30 p.m.
Computer Drop-in Help. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
SongJam. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.
Wednesday Night Poker. 
See last Wednesday’s listing.

www.driftwoodgul� slandsmedia.com/calendar/events/

view our online 
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interactive calendar of 
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news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 

drop them off at the Driftwood office. 

Published in the first Driftwood 
of each month! 

Brought to you By SaunDerS SuBaru.

getnoticed
board

what’s on this week
What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.

  CINEMA

• The Theory of Everything — Based on the memoir Travelling to Infinity: My Life 
with Stephen, by Jane Hawking. The story of astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, who 
receives an earth-shattering diagnosis at 21 years of age. With Jane fighting tirelessly 
with him, he starts his most ambitious work, studying the very thing he now has 
precious little of — time. Together, they break new ground in medicine and science. 

• The Penguins of Madagascar — Super spy teams aren’t born . . . they’re hatched. 
Our hilarious covert birds are in the spy biz. Joining forces with Agent Classified (we 
could tell you his name, but then . . . you know) They must stop the villainous Dr. 
Octavius Brine from destroying the world.

• National Theatre Live: The Hit Broadway Production of Of Mice and Men. On 
Thursday, Jan. 29 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. only. This landmark revival of Nobel Prize winner 
John Steinbeck’s play is a powerful portrait of the American spirit and a heartbreaking 
testament to the bonds of friendship. Advance tickets at Island Star Video and Salt 
Spring Books.

  EXHIBITIONS

• Salt Spring Coffee Co. Cafe features an exhibition of artwork by Jason Newport.
• A showing of photos by members of the Salt Spring Photography Club is in 

the ArtSpring lobby until Jan. 30. The work can be seen from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
weekdays and during special events. 

• Peter Oosterweghel shows photos in the Harbour House Hotel through January. 
• Salt Spring Photography Club presents the bird photos of Cliff Kelly at Country 

Roasters Cafe in the month of January. 
• An exhibit of knitting continues in the Salt Spring Library Program Room and 

display case in January. 
• Heidi Van Impe’s oil paintings are on display at Island Savings. 
• Julianna Paul’s photography is hanging at Penny’s Pantry. 
• Nicola Wheston’s ‘Stuff’ paintings and Michael Dennis’ 7 Figures in yellow cedar 

are featured at Duthie Gallery on Churchill Road. The gallery is open by appointment 
(250-537-9606) till February. Sculpture park open daily.
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107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.

imagine - comfort on wheels

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
107 2nd St. Duncan      Mon.-Sat. 9-5pm
1-800-593-5303     Sun. 11-4pm

IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT FOR THE  
EVENTS CALENDAR EMAIL: 

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

www.driftwoodgul� slandsmedia.com/calendar/events/
view our online comprehensive interactive calendar of events listings

 SS Film Festival Screening 

Keep on Keepin’ On
ArtSpring

Wednesday, Jan 28th

7:30pm • Tickets: $10

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522

Saltspring Driftwood Ad January 21  What’s On  3.3125 x 1.75  B&W

901 North End Rd.  250-537-4656  Movie info: www.thefritz.ca

National
Theatre
 Live

The Hit 
Broadway 
Production 
of:
Of Mice and Men Jan. 29 
Thurs. 3pm matinee and 7pm 

Winner  2 
Golden Globe Awards

123 mins
Rating: PG

1hr 32 mins
Rating: G

RETURNING
JANUARY 30

The THEORY of

EVERY THING

Fri. to Tues. 
January 23 - 27   
7pm  Sunday 4 

matinee and 7 pm

PENGUINS

Stay Connected
be part of the 

Driftwood’s online community.

Visit www.gulfi slandsdriftwood.com for 
breaking news, extra content and to vote 
in our weekly poll; like us on Facebook for 

breaking news, photos and fun stuff; and get 
all the news fi rst by following us on Twitter.
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“Thanks so much for returning my keys. 
You saved me the $400 cost of replacing 

my electronic fob.” – Diane

Protect the valuables on your key ring with a War Amps 
key tag and help support programs for amputees.

Order key 
tags online.

Charitable Registration No.: 13196 9628 RR0001

The War Amps
1 800 250-3030  |  waramps.ca    

The War Amps
Key Tag Service

It’s free – and it works!

Town Hall Meeting

Elizabeth May, O.C., MP
Saanich-Gulf Islands

elizabethmaymp.ca | 250-657-2000 
9711 Fourth St., Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 

Saturna Island
Friday 23 January
6:30 - 8:00pm
Saturna Island 
Community Hall
109 East Point Road
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OPEN HOUSE DISCUSSION ON THE St. Mary Lake 
Water Treatment Plant. All rate payers, eligible 
voters & interested parties are invited to discuss:
•	 Can	we	afford	the	proposed	8.9	million	dollar	plant?
•	 Can	we	have	the	alternate	6	million	dollar	plant?
•	Are	there	any	other	alternatives	available?
•	What	can	the	approximately	2,050	rate	payers	
afford	to	pay	for	this	facility	when	a	second	plant	
for	Maxwell	Lake	will	also	have	to	be	funded	by	the	
same	2,050	rate	payers	in	the	future?

Come	help	us	discuss	in	an	open	forum	the	most	
expensive	piece	of	infrastructure	ever	to	be	built	on	
Salt	Spring	Island.
DATE: Thursday, Jan. 29, 7-9pm
LOCATION: Harbour House Hotel, Orchard Room

approved
elena
jan 09

CHANGE MADE JAN 16
NEED APPROVAL AGAIN

lIBrarY rEsourCEs 

Downloadable music, magazines at library
New online services available

Access to free online music and magazines is 
now available through the Salt Spring library web-
site, as well as easier-to-use audiobooks. 

Library cardholders can access Freegal (music), 
Zinio (magazines) and One-Click (audiobooks) by 
following the icons on the right-hand side of the 
library home page, saltspring.bc.libraries.coop.

According to the library, Freegal provides access 

to over 8 million songs and 15,000 music videos in 
a variety of genres from classical to hip hop. It con-
tains music from over 28,000 labels, including the 
entire Sony Music catalogue. Library cardholders 
can download up to three songs per week, which 
are theirs to keep when the week is over.

Zinio for Libraries is the world’s largest elec-
tronic magazine newsstand. Magazine issues can 
be instantly checked out to a computer or mobile 
device. There’s no limit to the number of issues 

that can be downloaded and there are no waits: 
current issues are released at the same time as the 
print issue.   

One-Click Digital provides over 6,000 audio-
books through a user-friendly interface. It is com-
patible with all popular listening devices, and the 
handy One-Click Digital app is available for the 
iPhone, Android and Kindle Fire. 

For more information, visit the library online, or 
email info@saltspringlibrary.com.

fEstIVals 

Galiano literary event back for 6th year
Weekend offers 
workshops, readings 
and more

The sixth annual Galiano 
Literary Festival is shaping 
up to offer book lovers a 
unique opportunity to hear 
and get to know writers on 
a personal level through a 
full weekend of program-
ming from Feb. 20 to 22.

Some of B.C.’s and Cana-
da’s most notable and talk-
ed-about writers will be 
featured during the unique 
blend of readings, work-
shops, panels and informal 
get-togethers, all  taking 
place in the beautiful sur-
roundings of the Galiano 
Oceanfront Inn. 

The festival  proper is 
preceded on Friday, Feb. 20 
by writing workshops with 
authors Audrey Thomas, 
Bill  Gaston, Kate Braid, 
Sandra Djwa and Marilyn 
Biderman. The Feb. 20 eve-
ning kicks off with a wel-
coming reception, giving 
attendees a chance to rub 
elbows with authors in a 
casual and relaxed atmo-
sphere. 

Saturday opens with two 
panel sessions. The first 
features authors whose 
works aim at raising aware-
ness and educating read-
ers about environmental 
concerns. The second pro-
vides a unique glimpse of 
the early contacts between 
First Nations people and 
Eu ro p e a n s  i n  t h e  Gu l f 

Islands and Vancouver as 
seen through the eyes of 
their descendants in art 
and words. 

The rest of Saturday and 
Sunday are devoted to a 
blend of readings and times 
for informal conversation 
with more than 25 partici-
pating authors, including 
George Bowering, Spider 
Robinson, Elizabeth May, 
John Vaillant, Bill Gaston, 
Michael Christie, Ian McAl-
lister, Arno Kopecky and 
Chris Czajkowski. 

Saturday night’s authors’ 
dinner will feature a talk 
by Salt Spring writer C.C. 
Hu m p h re y s ,  c o - h o s t e d 
by the Galiano Literar y 
Festival and Bard on the 
Beach.  Humphreys  wil l 
talk about the process of 

turning his book Shake-
speare’s Rebel into a stage 
play, which will have its 
world premiere this sum-
mer at Bard on the Beach.    

The festival’s website at 
www.galianoliteraryfesti-
val.com contains author 
biographies, the schedule 
of events, ticket prices and 
other useful information 
which is  updated regu-
larly. For more informa-
tion, email leetrentadue@
gmail.com or telephone 
Galiano Island Books at 
250-539-3340.  

Festival tickets can be 
purchased by calling the 
b o o k s t o r e  1 - 2 5 0 - 5 3 9 -
3340.  Advance registra-
tion is recommended, par-
ticularly for the Saturday 
authors’ dinner.

latIn JaZZ 

Trio performs for first Legion jazz evening
Mexican kitchen also open 

Monthly Latin Jazz Nights commence 
at the Salt Spring Legion this Saturday, 
Jan. 24. 

“The Latin Jazz Nights are an attempt 
to bring a little bit more diversity to 
the music scene on Salt Spring in a 

welcoming venue such is the Legion,” 
explains a press release. “On Jan. 24 
we will be bringing the Latin Jazz Trio 
with Venezuelan pianist and compos-
er Andre Carrasquero, Peter Dowse on 
bass and Jose Sanchez, featuring most 
popular Latin Jazz standards.”  

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. and the band 
starts at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are for sale at the Legion in 
advance or at the door. Legion mem-
bers and guests are welcome. 

Jose’s Kitchen will also be open, pro-
viding some traditional Mexican food 
for those enjoying the great music.

Other scheduled Latin Jazz Nights are 
on March 28, April 25, May 2, May 15 
and July 1.

art shows

Newport shares art project results
photoS bY ElizAbEth NolAN

Spanish Cowboy, left, and an 
unnamed work are part of an 
exhibition of paintings by Jason 
Newport on view at Salt Spring 
Coffee Co. this month. 
Newport is a 34-year-old island 
resident who completed the 
paintings as part of art and life 
skills training with the Choices 
Day program. According to his 
statement, he is inspired by 
Robin hood, Medieval times and 
historical movies. he is proud to 
be part of the Special olympics 
bocce ball team, winning gold 
at the provincial championships 
and silver at the national Special 
olympics Games last summer. 
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SAUNDERS SUBARU
1-888-849-3091  • 1784 Island Highway

Drop by today...
Coffee is always on!

www.saunders.subarudealer.ca
DL#5032

BOB 
SAUNDERS DAVID 

SAUNDERS

FULL-TIME ALL WHEEL 
DRIVE. BECAUSE YOU 
NEVER WANT 
OCCASIONAL TRACTION.

XV STANDARD FEATURES:
Symmetrical full-time all-wheel drive • 2.0L DOHC, 16 valve 
4-cylinder BOXER engine • 5-speed Manual Transmission
with Hill Holder System • Bluetooth® mobile phone connectivity 
• Power door locks and windows • Heated front seats
• Power-adjustable heated door mirrors • Air Conditioning 
• And more

NEW CAR REVIEW 

Honda injects new e�  ciencies into latest CR-V model
More power, better fuel economy, 
plus deluxe vehicle safety aids

BY JIM ROBINSON
M E T R O L A N D  M E D I A

COLLINGWOOD, ONT.: The arguments still 
rage over which carmaker invented the sedan-
derived “crossover” utility vehicle or CUV.

But it was Honda with the CR-V and Toyota 
with the RAV-4 that were the fi rst (in my memory) 
to use the term crossover.

The RAV-4 was actually here fi rst in 1994, but 
Honda was very swift to launch the CR-V as a 
1995 model. So intent was Honda at the time to 
try and defl ect attention from the RAV-4, they 
brought over some Japanese-spec, right-hand-
drive models for Canadian journalists to test.

After Civic, CR-V is Honda Canada’s most 
important product, so any changes are taken 
seriously.

For 2015, the goal was of course to make it 
more effi cient but also more functional and add 
confi dence to the owner with the latest passen-
ger/driver safety aids.

Efficiency starts with a new 2.4-litre inline 
four-cylinder with direct fuel injection, which is 
part of Honda’s Earth Dreams Technology.

Direct injection offers two benefi ts — more 

power and better fuel economy.
In this case, the engine has 185 hp, the same 

as the engine in the 2014 CR-V. But torque is 181 
lb/ft or 11 per cent more than the 163 lb/ft in the 
2014 model.

All models have a CVT transmission and all-
wheel-drive  except for entry-level LX with front-
wheel-drive.  

The new 2015 five-cycle fuel economy test 
sees the FWD return 8.6/6.9/7.8L/100 km (city/
highway/combined) and 9.1/7.2/8.3L/100 
km for the Honda-dubbed Real Time 
AWD models.

T h a t  re p re s e n t s  a n 
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f 
1.7/0.8/1.3L/100km and 
1.5/0.7/1.1 L/100km 
respectively over 2014 
models (using the 
fi ve-cycle method). 

S u s p e n s i o n 
for 2015 remains 
MacPherson struts at 
the front and a multi-
link setup at the back. On 
all but the LE the track is slightly 
wider, thanks to bigger tires. And there 
is revised shock tuning for better road feel.

You might wonder why Honda goes with 

a more expensive multi-link rear suspension 
instead of the torsion beam and the answer is 
that it opens rear seating and cargo room.

PHOTO BY JIM ROBINSON 

The Honda CR-V for 2015 gets a 
signi� cant refresh, including an all-

new direct fuel- injection 2.4-litre 
engine. Shown is the SE model, 

which is speci� c to Canada with 
standard all-wheel drive.

HONDA CR-V  continued on 15
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Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00pm  /  Saturday 8:00-4:30pm

6466 Bell McKinnon Road, Duncan    250-748-5814
www.discoveryhonda.com

(Does not include semi or full synthetic oil) Expires: February 28th, 2015

D
L#

59
63
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8 COL.      10 COL.      

Come and see us, we pay your ferry cost with every purchase and no one beats our prices.

DUNCAN HYUNDAI
2801 ROBERTS ROAD, RR#6, DUNCAN BC 250-746-0335

www.duncanhyundai.ca

Ample size and cargo space
A large rear liftgate 

leads to one of the 
largest cargo areas 
in the segment with 

1,054 litres behind the rear seat and 2,007 
litres with the seat folded.

A fi rst for CR-V (on all but the base LX) is 
the inclusion of a seven-inch touchscreen 
telematics display, which acts like a smart-
phone, letting the user pinch, swipe or tap. 
Also part of this is the optional next-genera-
tion HondaLink satellite navigation system, 
which is super accurate as I found out ear-
lier this year in the Honda Fit.

For those not interested in the sat-nav 
system, the CR-V still has a full-colour intel-
ligent Multi-Information Display that offers 
a range of customizable features via fi ngertip 
controls on the steering wheel. 

A bonus is a standard SMS text messag-
ing function and Bluetooth HandsFreeLink 
phone interface.

There are six trim levels offered, starting 
with the LX FWD/AWD at $25,990/$28,350. 
The SE starts at $29,790 followed by the EX 
at $31,790, the EX-L at $33,790 and the range 
topping Touring at $35,790.

New to the lineup for 2015 is the Canadian 
exclusive SE that comes with the seven-inch 
Hondalink system, Smart Entry/Push-But-
ton Start, 17-inch aluminum-alloy wheels, 
body-coloured door handles and mirrors, 
front wiper de-icer and LED daytime run-
ning lights.

At the top of the ladder is the Touring, 
which boasts the first Honda application 
of two advanced driver-assistive technolo-
gies — Collision Mitigation Braking System  

and Lane Keeping Assist System, along with 
the fi rst CR-V adoption of Adaptive Cruise 
Control.

Previously available in luxury automo-
biles, this is a great example of how driver/
passenger safety aids are trickling down, 
which is good news for all of us.

On the top four trim models is my new 
favourite safety feature called LaneWatch. 
When you fl ick on the right-hand turn signal 
stalk, a camera mounted under the right side 
mirror shows all the traffi c on that side of the 
car on the centre stack screen.

It not only lets you know how fast traffi c on 
that side is gaining, it makes moving in the 
right lane or turning a breeze and eliminates 
blind-side surprises.

I was able to drive the Canada-specifi c SE, 
which is probably the model that will attract 
the most buyers through its combination of 
price and content.

Readers are probably fed up by now with 
my carping about size versus defi nition and 
the CR-V is no exception.

Considered a compact CUV, it is noth-
ing of the sort. The driver sits quite high 
with a commanding view of the road ahead 
with clear sight lines added to immensely by 
LaneWatch.

The proof the 2015 CR-V is larger is found  
simply by getting in the back seat, which 
is now more than capable of making three 
adults comfortable on a cross-country drive.

Honda has kept the CR-V current by care-
fully adding those qualities consumers want 
in the compact CUV segment.

The 2015 model is bound to continue on 
that successful road.

HONDA CRV 
continued from 14
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& the Southern Gulf Islands

Buying or selling your home is not easy, 
everyone has different needs and 

concerns. I am always client focused.

250.526.2626

Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

SALT SPRING SOLITUDE BEAVER POINT ROAD
SALT SPRING SOLITUDE - This wonderfully warm 
3000 sq. ft. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home on 2.61 beautifully 
landscaped private acres offers views of Weston Lake. 
The lake is only steps away where you can fi sh, swim 
and kayak. Enjoy a leisurely 30 minute stroll to the sea. 
In this well kept home you will fi nd a large country style 
kitchen, sunken living room with fi replace and a private 
master suite with balcony. Home heated by radiant heat 
in kitchen and both baths, heat pump (provides AC also) 
and fi replace. Both the home and property are rich in 
character and this is truly a slice of paradise.

$595,000

PARK LIKE SETTING
120 LAWNHILL DRIVE 
Like new 1670 sq. ft. Lindal 
home on a park-like .55 acre 
property in the North Central 
area of Salt Spring Island. 3 
bedroom, 3 bath plus craft 
room and den. West facing, 
treed property with lots of 
smaller Arbutus trees. 5 
appliances plus propane 
fi replace.

$365,000

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
161 MCPHILLIPS
Walk to town from this convenient 
location at the end of McPhillips 
Ave. Very private .25 acre lot backs 
on to Mouat Park and its abundance 
of walking trails. Zoning allows 
for a medical or dental offi ce with 
up to two practitioners. Den with 
separate entrance would be ideal 
for a professional offi ce. Older home 
had a major renovation in 1986. Many 
possibilities here.

$299,000

My committment to you is simple...
...quality customer service.
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PERSONAL GROWTH 

Alternative communication strategies shared in series
Four-week course runs 
through February

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Four women who have learned the 
benefi ts of compassionate commu-
nication techniques are teaming up 
to offer a series of classes on the topic 
in February.

Laura Dafoe, Susanne Hunter, 
Leith Martin and Philippa Tattersall 
come from a variety of professional 
backgrounds and met each other on 
Salt Spring through a range of differ-
ent interests. One thing that strongly 
unites them is their shared belief that 
successful communication can posi-
tively transform all aspects of life.

“The way we communicate now is 
often out of habit, rather than from 
our compassionate nature,” Dafoe 
said.

Martin agreed. “How we have 
learnt to communicate keeps us from 
achieving what we want.” 

Martin got involved in collabor-
ative practice and took courses in 
Powerful Non-Defensive Communi-
cation (PNDC) during her career in 
family law, an area that is naturally 

highly emotional. She will be sharing 
those techniques in the sessions she 
leads.

During each of the Saturday classes 
the women will offer a range of alter-
native techniques that help partici-
pants overcome this misalignment. 
The seed for the group formed years 
ago when Dafoe, a teacher, sought 
Hunter’s help as a healer and coun-
sellor to guide the process of blend-
ing two families. 

Hunter introduced her to Marshall 
Rosenberg’s concept of nonviolent 
communication. The results were 
profound.

“It is used by some teachers 
in schools on Salt Spring. I think it 
would be wonderful if more teach-
ers use this. It’s very empowering. It 
would reduce confl ict and ultimately 
improve learning,” Dafoe recalled.

Dafoe appreciates Rosenberg’s 
teachings because his simple format 

is based on articulating feelings and 
needs. 

“Applying it can shift a charged 
conversation to a heartfelt one that 
ensures everyone is heard and their 
needs are met,” she explains. 

“I’ve seen the effi cacy of the tech-
nique in the work I’ve done as a phy-
sician,” Tattersall said, noting people 
dealing with issues such as anxiety 
and depression can be helped to 
express themselves better. 

“They learn a different awareness 
of themselves and other people, and 
can begin to apply that to their lives in 
general. And when I apply those skills 
to my work, I become a better practi-
tioner. I’m listening empathetically.”

The term compassionate com-
munication or connected commu-
nication is the focus of the workshop. 
Dafoe has spent years deepening her 
practice and wants to share what 
she’s learned with others. 

“People come to me for help with 
inner issues,” added Hunter. “We 
need awareness of our feelings and 
what we want in life . . . without that 
awareness, to communicate what we 
want would be very diffi cult. And we 
also need skills for our outer relation-
ships. Both skills go hand in hand, 

and that’s what makes this course so 
beautiful is that we’re teaching both.”

Successful communication strat-
egies are useful in all areas of inter-
personal interactions and relation-
ships, from parents, grandparents, 
couples and family situations to 
work situations, meetings and group 
dynamics.

But as Dafoe pointed out, “It 
requires a new literacy for us to have 
the language. It’s easier to learn a 
new language if you’re practising 
with others, not just on your own.

“We hear the frustration of people 
who are tired of pointless conflict 
and their desire fo r a more compas-
sionate, equitable world. Changes are 
happening all over the planet. We see 
this workshop as a contribution to 
this transformation.”

Sessions will take place at the 
library program room from 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. on the four Saturdays in 
February, starting Feb. 7. Individual 
and couple rates are available. Pre-
registration is necessary and partici-
pants are asked to commit to the full 
four-week course.

For more information or to reg-
ister, email successfulcommunica-
tion1@gmail.com.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

From left, Leith Martin, Susanne Hunter, Philippa Tattersall and Laura Da-
foe. The women are off ering a series of compassionate communication 
classes in February. 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

R+R gets Coast Capital grant
Part of Young 
Leaders 
Community 
Council program 

A Salt Spring program is 
one of 37 recipients of grants 
from Coast Capital Savings’ 
Vancouver Island Young 
Leaders Community Council.

The council awarded 
$490,000 in grants to regional 
youth-focused, not-for-profi t 
organizations, including 
SWOVA’s Respectful Relation-
ships (R+R) program, which 
received $10,000. 

“SWOVA has spent over a 
decade of research and devel-
opment, refi ning ideas about 
how to stop bullying, inter-
personal and partner abuse, 
and internet safety through 
‘social and emotional educa-
tion’ with youth,” explains 
a press release. “Our efforts 
have grown into an effec-
tive six-year, 52-session cur-
riculum that focuses on the 
development of healthy, non-
violent relationships among 
adolescent youth.” 

“As facilitators in the R+R 
program, our job is to work 
with students to develop 
emotional intelligence and 
self-awareness — that is 

knowing what we are feeling 
in any given moment. This 
awareness is a foundation 
to begin addressing verbal 
violence, sexism, racism and 
homophobia. These concepts 
are key to the program,” says 
Kevin Vowles, an R+R facilita-
tor. 

SWOVA and School District 
64 have partnered for the past 
15 years and thousands of stu-
dents in the district have ben-
efi tted from the program. The 
R+R workshops are delivered 
to whole classrooms of stu-
dents in grades 7, 8, 9, 10 and 
11 by a community-based 
team comprised of a male 
and female adult facilitator. 
This partnership is crucial in 
modelling respectful relation-
ships in action between gen-
ders. 

The R+R program is also 
supported this year by grants 
from the Canadian Women’s 
Foundation, the United Way 
of Greater Victoria, BC Gam-
ing, the F.K. Morrow Founda-
tion and other contributions. 

The Coast Capital grants, 
up to $30,000 each, are 
awarded through a unique 
“for youth, by youth” process 
led by the Vancouver Island 
YLCC, one of three regional 
Coast Capital youth councils. 

Each YLCC is made up of 
eight young volunteer lead-
ers from the community 

and Coast Capital Savings, 
all 30 years old or younger. 
The teams are mentored 
throughout their duration on 
the councils, enabling them 
to develop critical leadership 
skills. In turn, they help to 
manage the community giv-
ing program, and base grant-
ing decisions on specifi c cri-
teria aligned with Coast’s four 
areas of youth focus: educa-
tion, family and social con-
nections, fi nancial well-being 
and health.

In 2014, Coast Capi-
tal awarded $1.5 million 
through over 120 grants — 
an investment that will help 
over 168,000 youth. Of the 
$1.5 million, YLCCs directed 
$370,000 to support pro-
grams that enhance finan-
cial well-being, $309,000 
to programs that support 
youth with their education, 
$616,000 to programs that 
help build life and social skills 
and reduce bullying, and 
$206,000 to programs that 
support youth in improving 
their mental health.

Coast Capital Savings 
annually invests seven per 
cent of pre-tax profi ts in char-
itable programs and local ini-
tiatives to help strengthen the 
communities that it serves. 
This amounted to $5.7 million 
in 2014, for a total of nearly 
$56 million since 2000.
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Salt Spring Transition 
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach Services
250-537-0717 or

toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness 
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

Transitions Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by BC Housing and the Ministry of Justice

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL
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TECHNOLOGY 

Islander earns Microsoft MVP recognition
Shaun Luttin shares knowledge 
of web-based platforms

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The year 2015 didn’t start off very well for Salt 
Spring software developer Shaun Luttin.

On Dec. 31 he was admitted to hospital with 
acute appendicitis, requiring surgery on Jan. 2. 
But although there was no New Year’s cham-
pagne at midnight with his wife Kathryn this 
year, Luttin’s release three days later provided 
more than a little reason for a toast — not the 
least being news that he was named one of 
Microsoft’s Most Valuable Professionals of 2014.

“I was surprised to get it. I nominated myself, 
but I thought it would be really far-fetched to 
receive it,” Luttin said. “Here I was thinking my 
New Year’s was ruined, and then I came home to 
a big box from Microsoft.”

The contents, which comprise just one part of 
his MVP award package, included items of rec-
ognition such as certifi cates and pins. The other 
part includes around $16,000 worth of soft-
ware and access to Mi crosoft’s internal social 
network, giving Luttin the ability to talk with 
Microsoft staff about their projects, get invited 
to meetings related to his fi eld of knowledge and 
add his input to ideas in development.

According to Microsoft, “MVPs are passionate 
about Microsoft technology and recognized for 
their exceptional technical expertise, their will-
ingness to help others make the most of their 
technology, and for making a signifi cant and 
positive impact on technical communities.”

The company estimates there are more than 
100 million social and technical community 
members worldwide. Of these, around 3,800 are 
recognized as MVPs each year. Nominees must 
demonstrate particular knowledge of a specifi c 

type of Microsoft technology, plus their activity 
in sharing it with a wider community. 

Luttin nominated himself for his work shar-
ing information on Microsoft’s .NET platform 
and its stacking abilities, which can be of benefi t 
to developers using web, mobile and desktop 
applications.

“I talk about that quite a bit, and I told them 
where I talk about it,” Luttin explained.

In addition to lecturing in Vancouver on the 
topic, he has added his knowledge to online 
forums such as StackOverfl ow and by contrib-

uting to open source software programs such as 
the Orchard Project. 

Luttin has achieved his expert knowledge in a 
fairly short time. He studied human kinetics at 
the University of British Columbia before sign-
ing up for BCIT’s Software System Development 
program in 2009, which was his fi rst exposure 
to working in information technology. He com-
pleted his certifi cate in 2010. 

Gaining access to the very latest technology 
and forming relationships inside Microsoft less 
than fi ve years later could only have positive 
effects on his career. This has been handicapped 
in some ways by his lifestyle choice of mov-
ing to a small island instead of working from a 
technology-rich centre like Vancouver, Victoria 
or Seattle. 

“I’m having more trouble than I thought fi nd-
ing remote work. It’s really surprising how many 
software developer roles require a face in the 
offi ce,” Luttin observed. “I think the challenge 
with a lot of companies that have been around 
for a while is that their infrastructure isn’t set up 
to allow a remote workforce . . . The upside is I’ve 
been able to start my own business and do some 
neat projects for small businesses.”

In the process he’s developed another new 
set of skills, both technical and on the customer 
service end. In addition to starting BigFont.
ca, a technology and web solutions provider, 
Luttin has been active in public library youth 
programs, such as the Raspberry Pi computer 
programming course. He also teaches sleight 
of hand techniques to the local conjuring club. 

Adults who are interested in learning more 
about the possibilities of web-based technology 
can sign up for courses taught by Luttin under 
the BigFont banner. A 12-session offering on 
Transitioning from Desktop to Cloud begins this 
Thursday, Jan. 22 at noon at the library. 

For more information, email info@bigfont.ca.

ECOLOGY 

Plants are beautiful — and dumb no more 
Much still to learn 
about the ways of 
non-animals

BY BOB WEEDEN
D R I F T W O O D  C O N T R I B U T O R

As a lad of a summer morning 
I often slipped over the stone 
wall marking our yard and bee-
lined into the woods. At first I 
mostly wanted to avoid weed-
ing carrots or mowing lawns, 
but soon the draw of the woods 
was stronger than the push of 
the chores. 

I liked the grape-festooned 
trees  and the  swampy l i t -
tle brook at their feet. I liked 
the way leopard frogs leaped 
from one state of invisibility to 
another, the way water-striders 
skipped across surface tension 
as if it were a trampoline.

I began to like animals better 
than plants. “Like attracts like,” 
mom would say, and pointed 
out that in enjoying tree-climb-
ing, liking hurdy-gurdy music 
and in doing sums inaccurately, 
there wasn’t much difference 
between monkeys and me.

It  was  deeper  than that . 
Animals have the beauty of 
motion: the ponderous inevita-
bility of elephants, the instant 
acceleration of  war y trout, 
the smooth legerdemain of 

questing snakes. They have, as 
well, the beauty of communica-
tion from one intelligence to 
another. Think of the coyote’s 
dawn chorus across a frosty 
Chilcotin pasture, and what it 
tells about kinship bonds. 

Think of the eerie music of 
humpbacked whales talking 
through miles of cold salty 
water. Think of the meeting 
that happens  when you glance 
at a dragonfly that just landed 
on your sun-warmed arm and 
cocked its multiple eye at you. 

Plants are beautiful ,  too, 
though theirs is the static beau-
ty of design. You simply can’t 
look attentively at a fern frond, 
a maple leaf, or an iris blossom 
without marveling. And in clus-
ters or beds — breathtaking! 
I remember a mass of alpine 
forget-me-nots in Alaska — no, 
I’d better not pick from so many 
memories.

Plants are beautiful.  They 

are also, well, dumb. Silent, 
uncommunicative.  You can 
stare at brown-eyed Susan or 
blue-eyed Mary all you like, and 
never sense anything looking 
back.

Or so I thought; now I’m not 
so sure. Last year I read that 
when caterpillars start munch-
ing, the leaves of the apple 
trees being attacked produce 
a chemical wafted to nearby 
trees. Those trees start produc-
ing chemicals in their leaves 
that taste bad to caterpillars. 
Fantastic! Isn’t that commu-
nicating, as much as e-mails? 
Isn’t the message as altruistic as 
when one school kid whispers 
to another about the bully wait-
ing around the corner?

There’s much more. A vine in 
Chile can change the shape and 
colour of its leaves to mimic 
those of the tree it climbs, even 
along the same vine that spans 
two kinds of trees. 

A n  Au s t r a l i a n  re s e a rc h -
er recently used the famil-
iar touch-me-not, a Mimosa 
w h o s e  l e a v e s  s h r i v e l  a n d 
clench when struck,  to see 
whether they could tell harm-
ful from benign stimuli. She 
dropped 56 pots of Mimosas 
six inches onto a table once 
every five seconds for five min-
utes. After four or five drops 
some of the plants re-opened 

their leaves as if to shrug at the 
jarring. They weren’t just tired 
or unresponsive, either. When 
the same pots were shaken or 
squeezed the leaves closed up 
against the new threat.  The 
kicker is  that even after 28 
days of being left alone, the 
plants showed no reaction to 
the drops.

This is controversial stuff. The 
evidence is new and pretty thin. 
A lot of the uproar, I suspect, is 
because plant intelligence is an 
affront to orthodoxy. 

My hunch is that evidence 
will prove that plants use a lot 
more sensing mechanisms than 
we do, and have sophisticated 
responses we haven’t dreamed 
existed. We will have to invent 
new words for intelligence, 
memory and learning, both to 
maintain the proper distance 
between us and dumb plants 
and to reflect real differences 
between  neuron and electro-
chemic ally based intelligence 
systems.

Space scientists have tanta-
lized us for years with the pos-
sibility of finding intelligent life 
somewhere else in the universe, 
warning us that if it exists it 
will be very different from ours. 
Maybe, while our eyes have 
been on the stars, our feet have 
been trampling on other beings 
demonstrating exactly that.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Microsoft MVP winner Shaun Luttin.

NATURE’S CALENDAR 



EP
Eva Pedersen

MAY 4, 1928 –
 JANUARY 12, 2015

Eva Pedersen, of Saltspring 
Island, gently passed from this world 
on Monday, January 12.

Eva was a prairie girl born to 
Claus and Anna Kock who had 
recently emigrated from Denmark. 
She spoke fondly of her childhood 
on a farm in Star City, Saskatchewan 
and told stories of riding her old 
farm horse to school and playing in 
Sweetwater Creek. In 1946 she found her passion when she 
began her teaching career at a one-room schoolhouse in 
Lund armed with a temporary teaching permit. She was just 
18 years old and had not yet completed Grade 12. She loved 
children and teaching, so she attended Normal School in 
Tuxedo, Manitoba where she made many lifelong friends. She 
soon obtained a Manitoba teaching certifi cate, and over the 
next few years taught at several schools.

On October 9, 1954 Eva married Anton (Tony) Pedersen, 
a kind and handsome recent immigrant from Denmark. They 
recently celebrated their anniversary, which marked 60 years 
of a rich and happy life together. In 1956 they moved west and 
lived for many years in Tsawwassen, building a home, raising 
a family, and forming close and lasting friendships with other 
families in the neighbourhood. For a number of years Eva 
devoted herself to being a full-time mom with four children. 
When the kids were old enough she returned to University 
to specialize in Early Childhood Education. She taught 
kindergarten at several schools in Ladner and Tsawwassen. 
In 1981 Tony and Eva “retired” and moved to Saltspring Island. 
There are adults on Saltspring who remember her from the 
days when she taught them kindergarten at Beaver Point Hall. 

Eva loved people, and children in particular. She was adept 
at bringing out and fostering creativity in children; her own, her 
grandchildren and countless other children over the years. Eva 
loved the outdoors and she and Tony were very active in the 
hiking club on SSI.  The friendships she formed through the 
hiking club, the church and other community involvements were 
a great reward. Eva loved music and dancing, laughter, and 
most of all, time spent with family and her many, many friends.

Eva will be missed by her very loving husband Tony; 
children Karen, Ellen and Tom (Sayuri); and grandchildren 
Lisa, Brianna, Kai, Marina, and Fyn. She was predeceased by 
youngest son Terry (Candice).

Our family would especially like to thank Laurie and Shannon 
and other amazing Caregivers who provided wonderful home 
support to Eva during her fi nal years. We would also like to thank 
the doctors and nurses at Lady Minto Hospital for their kind and 
gentle treatment of Eva and ourselves during her last week.

A Celebration of Eva’s life will be held at the Ganges United 
Church at 3:00 on Saturday January 31. In lieu of fl owers, 
donations to Ganges United Church would be appreciated.

When I come to the end of the road,
And the sun has set for me.

I want no tears of gloom-fi lled room…
Why cry for a soul set free?

Miss me a little – but not too long, 
And not with your head bowed low,
Remember the love we always shared, 

Miss me but let me go.

d

Jean Knight passed away 
December 22, 2014 on Salt 
Spring Island at the age of 91. 

Music played the central 
role in Jean’s life. Born in 
Sussex, England February 17, 
1923. Her childhood was in 
Hove where she started playing 
violin at  6 and won a scholarship 
to Brighton School of Music at 8. 
At 16 she won an open scholarship to the Royal College 
of Music and studied under Isolde Menges, a pupil of 
Leopold Auer and obtained music degrees.

In 1944 she joined ENSA playing in Waldini’s band 
touring France & Germany entertaining the troops. The 
trombone player was her future husband Tony.  They 
both freelanced in London and Jean played with Sadlers 
Wells Opera & Ballet and BBC Orchestra. Emigrated 
in 1955 to Canada joining the Vancouver Symphony 
as principle second for 17 years, CBC orchestra and a 
founding member of Baroque Strings of Vancouver.

Jean moved to Salt Spring Island in 1975, taught many 
students, and played with Victoria Symphony & Sooke 
Philharmonic.  She was involved in many volunteer 
services including Save the Children’s Fund and a hospice 
worker for 20 years. She loved gardening, camping, 
travelling, outdoor activities and was very independent.

Predeceased by husband Tony & sister Muriel, she 
leaves sons Barry (Brenda) Charles (Linda), grandchildren 
James, Teresa, Karen, great grandchildren Cameron, 
Thomas, Nathan, Luke and nieces Susan & Anne.

A Service will be held on Jan. 25, 2015,  2  pm  at  All 
Saint’s Church,  Salt Spring Island.

In lieu of fl owers donations can be made to Save the 
Children’s Fund.

Q

Jean Freda 
Knight 

FEB. 17, 1923 - DEC. 22, 2014

Land Art Installation
CALL FOR EXHIBITION PROPOSALS

The Salt Spring Arts Council announces an open 
call to artists and craft people to submit exhibition 
proposals for the 2015 season of ArtCraft’s Land Art 
Installation.

 The Council seeks proposals for experimental and 
innovative landscape art installations that stimulate 
interest and community engagement in our natural 
environment, and broaden our perspective to include 
outdoor spaces in our concept of gallery.

Entry is open only to artists living in School District #64 
Gulf islands.

The Land Art Installations run during the ArtCraft 
2015 season- June 12th to September 20th, 2015. 
Installation will start on June 13th, to be complete by 
June 24th. The opening will be held on June 26th, 2015.

- Artists are welcome to submit work individually or 
as part of a group

- Work must be created to be site specific- created 
for the setting, and have some relationship with 
the installation setting or environment as seen 
through the eyes of the artist(s).

- Installations are chosen to reflect innovation, 
quality and professionalism. They also should 
be created primarily of natural, biodegradable 
materials. Thought should be given to the 
environmental interaction and impact of the 
chosen materials. The Installations will have no 
negative impact on the site, during installation, 
exhibition or removal.  All materials will be 
removed from the site.

- Application Forms can be downloaded on the 
website www.ssartscouncil.com

- Or, picked up at Mahon Hall, 114 Rainbow Road at 
rear office.

The deadline for proposals is JANUARY 30TH, 2015

salt spring arts council

Workshops 
on the Rock and

Easter Art Tour 2015 
The Salt Spring Arts Council presents 

an Information Session
Thursday January 29th at Mahon Hall
Two sessions - Morning 10-11:30am 

and evening 5-6:30pm

We welcome participation from workshop leaders in all 
sectors, the Arts, Conscious Wellness and Food & Agriculture

for more info visit: www.workshopsontherock.com
Easter Art Tour: saltspringeasterarttour.com

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 2ND, 2015

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

ROVING BOOKSELLER TO 
VISIT GULF ISLANDS

Gulf Islands Local Histories, 
First Nations history and

archaeology, Spanish and early 
ships journals, logging / fi shing 
/ settlers history, David Ellis the 
“Roving Bookseller” supplies
university and local archives, 

community libraries, First 
Nations, and individuals, 
throughout the Province. 

Sales locations:

Saturna Rec Center Lounge, 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 11:00 - 5:00

Mayne Island Agricultural Hall, 
Wednesday, Jan. 21, 10:00 - 5:00

Galiano Hall, Thursday, 
January 22nd from 2:00 - 8:00 
and Friday January 23rd from 

8:00 to 4:00

Salt Spring Island Public Library, 
Sat and Sun., Jan. 24 and 25, 

10:00 to 8:00

INFORMATION

Advertise in the 
2015 - 2017

BC Freshwater
Fishing Regulations 

Synopsis
Please call Annemarie  
1.800.661.6335 or email: 

fi sh@blackpress.ca

DID YOU KNOW? BBB Ac-
credited Businesses contractu-
ally agree to operate by the 
BBB’s 8 Standards of Trust. 
Look for the 2014 BBB Ac-
credited Business Directory E-
edition on your Black Press 
Community Newspaper web-
site at 

www.blackpress.ca.
You can also go to 

http://vi.bbb.org/directory/ 
and click on the 2014 BBB 

Accredited Business Directory

Disability Benefi ts
Free Seminar

 
Speakers:  

Dr. Alison Bested, on
ME/FM, CFS, other

 
Julie Fisher, Lawyer,

   Long-Term Disability 
and CPP

 
Annamarie  Kersop, 

Lawyer,
Injury & No-Fault Benefi ts

 
Date: Mon. Feb.9, 2015 

at 7 pm
Where: Hyatt Regency 

Vancouver
RSVP: 604-554-0078 or
offi ce@lawyerswest.ca
www.LawyersWest.ca

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

LIBRARY TODDLERTIME at 
Public Library - Now On Tues-
days,  2 pm. Parents and tots 
3 and under. Stories, rhymes. 
No registration.

PERSONALS

MEET SINGLES right now! No 
paid operators, just real peo-
ple like you. Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and con-
nect live. Try it free. Call now: 
1-800-712-9851.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND - OTICON ALPA 
hearing aid Jan. 19 on the Ful-
ford ferry.   Call 250 526-0277

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare. 
No risk program stop mort-
gage & maintenance pay-
ments today. 100% money 
back guarantee. Free consul-
tation. Call us now. We can 
help! 1-888-356-5248.

TRAVEL

RV LOT rentals $8.95 a day. 
362 days of sunshine, pets, 
events, classes, entertain-
ment. Reserve by 02/14/2015. 
www.hemetrvresort.com. Call: 
1-800-926-5593

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

DEALER REQUIRED-  earn 
$8,000 to $10,000 cash per 
month servicing 100 snack 
boxes in your area. Your in-
vestment $15,000.00, some fi -
nancing is available.  
1(604)930-6040.

GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000 + per year. 
All cash-retire in just 3 years. 
Protected Territories. Full de-
tails call now 1-866-668-6629. 
Website: www.tcvend.com

DRIVERS/COURIER/
TRUCKING

SUTCO IS seeking U.S. quali-
fi ed Class 1 Drivers, steady 
year round dedicated runs and 
over the road work available. 
We offer group health benefi ts, 
pension, e logs, and auto de-
posit pay. apply on line at sut-
co.ca/fax resume and abstract 
to (250)-357-2009/call 1-888-
357-2612 ext.230

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

APPLY NOW: A $2,500 Pen-
ny Wise scholarship is 
available for a woman entering 
the Journalism Certifi cate Pro-
gram at Langara College in 
Vancouver. Application dead-
line April 30, 2015. Email ap-
plications: fbula@langara.bc.ca 
For more information visit: 
www.bccommunitynews.com/ 
our-programs/scholarship

DEATHSDEATHS

DEATHS DEATHS COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

COMING EVENTS

INFORMATION

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges

By telephone 250-537-9933 or fax 250-537-2613
By email to driftwood@driftwoodgimedia.com

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

Payment 
By cash, debit, Mastercard or Visa. Classifieds are prepaid.

DEADLINES 
Class display deadline: Monday 4pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30am
Too Late To Classify:  Tuesday 1pm

WHAT IT COSTS 
3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS:  

$14.00 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
All ads are posted to BCClassified.com
EMPLOYMENT/LEGAL ADS:  

3 line rate $16.50 - additional lines $1.00 ea 
DISPLAY ADS: $12.88 per col. inch

YOUR AD ON-LINE 
All ads booked in

the Driftwood Classifieds 
appear on-line at 

www.bcclassified.com

Auto ads also listed on line at  
www.bcautocentral.com

BOOK YOUR AD 
ON-LINE 

Book your classifieds online - 
open 24 hours a day

www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com or 
bcclassified.com

DRIFTWOOD

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

CALL

250-537-9933

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

fi l here please
fi l here please
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SEE WEEKLY HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 20

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood



CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE:

MONDAY 4PM
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SWOVA Community Development and Research Society 
is seeking an inspiring and dynamic Executive Director. The E.D. 
is responsible for the successful leadership and management 
of the organization according to the strategic direction set by 
the Board of Directors. A Masters degree or equivalent with a 
minimum of 5 years related experience is required. Experience 
working with operational budgets, writing grant applications, 
program and financial management is necessary. Experience 
working with non-profits an asset. Full job description is 
available on request. Salary is commensurate with skills 
and experience. Apply with letter of interest and resume to 
SWOVA at info@swova.org or post to 344 Lower Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 1R7, by 5 pm, February 4, 2015.

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

Land Act:    
Notice of Intention to Apply for a 

Disposition of Crown Land

Take notice that Jack and Gwen Albhouse has 
applied to the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations (MFLNRO), West Coast Region 
for a Private Moorage situated on Provincial Crown 
land located at Ganges Harbour, Salt Spring Island.

The Lands File Number that has been established 
for this application is File # 1414187. Written comments 
concerning this application should be directed to 
the Section Head, Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations at 142 - 2080 Labieux 
Rd, Nanaimo, BC. V9T 6J9, or emailed to: Authorizing 
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be 
received by MFLNRO until March 6, 2015. MFLNRO 
may not be able to consider comments received 
after this date. Please visit our website: http://arfd.
gov.bc.ca/applicationposting/index.isp for more 
information.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement 
will be considered part of the public record. For 
information, contact the Freedom of Information 
Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operation’s office in Nanaimo.

We are a complete cloth diaper 
pickup/delivery service. Once a week 

our friendly driver will arrive in our 
pink van and exchange your dirty 
cloth diapers for nice clean ones.  

Convenient and affordable, from just 
$25.55/week! We make cloth diapering 

as easy as using disposables. No 
rinsing or scraping required. You can 

enjoy more time with baby while we take care of  your 
diapering needs. As former islanders, we are thrilled to 

bring our awesome service to Salt Spring! 
Please visit www.happyislanddiapers.com 

or call Jane & Shawn @ 1-866-922-7377 
for more info or to get started! 

Victoria Branch on 

All Saints by the Sea 110 Park Dr.
Salt Spring Island 250-537-7364

www.taoist.org/victoria.bc

OPEN HOUSE AND 
FREE DEMONSTRATION
Monday, Jan. 26
6:30pm - 8:00pm

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

LEGALS

CHILDREN’S MISCELLANEOUS

LEGALS

MEDICAL/DENTAL

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
is an in-demand career in 
Canada! Employers have 
work-at-home positions 
available. Get the online train-
ing you need from an employ-
er-trusted program. Visit: 
CareerStep.ca/MT or 1-888-
528-0809 to start training for 
your work-at-home career to-
day!

TRADES, TECHNICAL

PERSONAL SERVICES

EDUCATION/TUTORING

PERMACULTURE DESIGN 
CERT. Golden Tree Farm, SSI 
Every 2nd Thurs., Mar. 19 - 
0ct. 10, 9am-5pm. $1500-
$2000, Scholarships available. 
653-4031,
planeterin(at)gmail.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HELP WANTED

PERSONAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

ARE YOU $10K Or More In 
Debt? DebtGo can help re-
duce a signifi cant portion of 
your debt load.  Call now and 
see if you qualify. 1-800-351-
1783.

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420
 www.pioneerwest.com

IF YOU own a home or real 
estate, Alpine Credits can lend 
you money: It’s That Simple. 
Your Credit / Age / Income is 
not an issue. 1.800.587.2161.

INCOME TAX PROBLEMS? 
Have you been audited, reas-
sessed or disallowed certain 
claims by Canada Revenue 
Agency? Call Bob Allen @ 1-
250-542-0295 35yrs. Income 
Tax experience, 8.5yrs. with 
Revenue Canada. Email: r.gal-
len@shaw.ca C- 250-938-1944

LARGE FUND
Borrowers Wanted

Start saving hundreds of  
dollars today! We can easily 
approve you by phone. 1st, 
2nd or 3rd mortgage money 
is available right now. Rates 
start at Prime. Equity counts. 
We don’t rely on credit, age 
or income. 

Call Anytime
1-800-639-2274 or 

604-430-1498. Apply online  
www.capitaldirect.ca

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer 
Service for troubleshooting, 
software & networking sup-
port.  We do house calls. 
250-537-2827 or cell 250-
538-7017. Please back-up 
your important data now!

HELP WANTED

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN
HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULL SERVICE plumbing 
from Parker Dean. Fast, re-
liable, 24/7 service. Take $50 
off your next job if you present 
this ad. Vancouver area. Call 
1-800-573-2928.

PETS

PETS

BABY HAMSTERS for Sale, 
$15 each - Call Abby @ 
250 537-4338 for info.

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

GARAGE SALES

103 BONNET AVE. - Lions 
Garage Sale  & Drop Offs: Fri-
days & Saturdays only. 10am - 
12 noon.  Many household 
items.  We do not accept large 
appliances, draperies or cloth-
ing.  Drop-off accepted  Friday 
& Saturday mornings only. 
Please NO garbage!! 

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

2010 YARD MACHINES. Two 
stage SNOW THROWER, 30” 
auger, electric start, yard light, 
manual & keys. NEVER USED  
Best offer over $500.  Please 
call: 250-537-9301

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS. 
Best price. Best quality. All 
shapes & colours available.   
1-866-652-6837 
www.thecoverguy.com/
newspaper?

MEAT GRINDER, commer-
cial grade - Stainless Steel.  
Original cost  $3,000. Offers 
welcome.  250-537-9790

STEEL BUILDINGS/metal 
buildings 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120, 
60x150, 80x100 sell for bal-
ance owed! Call 1-800-457-
2206 or visit online: 
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.
STEEL BUILDINGS. “Really 
big sale!” All steel building 
models and sizes. Plus extra 
savings. Buy now and we will 
store until spring. Pioneer 
Steel 1-800-668-5422 or visit 
online: www.pioneersteel.ca

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

YAMAHA Disklavier DC5M4T
6’7” grand piano rec/plays, 
quiet/silent modes w/remotes. 
Exc. cond. Asking $50,000 
Please call (250) 537-9659 
More info at www.disklavier.ca

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

1,068 SF for lease, Merchant 
Mews nr. Ganges. Skylights, 
baydoor, upstrs offi ce, bthrm. 
Richard, 250-380-1669 (Vic.)
1,127 SF at Merchant Mews  
near Ganges. Elegant offi ce 
unit, mezz., conf. rm. (250)
380-1669 Richard (Victoria)
SMALL COMMERCIAL 
SPACES avail. in building next 
to park.  Size of spaces from 
100 sq.ft. plus. Each space will 
include stall for Saturday Mar-
ket. Call 250 537-6860
UPPER GANGES CENTRE  
2nd Floor - 1 prof. offi ce, Chair 
Lift, Ample parking. Call Mary 
Lou: 250-537-5528

HOMES FOR RENT

PRIVATE 1 BR. suite with pri-
vate entrance on private road. 
Very close to town. All inclu-
sive: cable, internet, etc. 
Shared laundry, $800/mo for 
single person, $900 for two. 
Avail. Immed.  250-537-7872

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

STORAGE

TRANSPORTATION

CARS 

1995 FORD ESCORT wagon,
$1,200 OBO. Air, power win-
dows/locks, MP3 player, 4 cyl-
inder automatic  250 537-9534

SPORTS & IMPORTS

2003 TOYOTA, 125,000km, 
serviced regularly, good condi-
tion,  $4,000.  250 537-1455

2008 KIA Rio 4dr Auto, White,
AC, Htr Seats & Side Mirrors
40,000km $5500. O.b.o.
250 537-8928

VW DELUXE GOLF with sun-
roof, mags, Michelin tires,
manual shift, rubber mats and
more. In Excellent Condition.
$7,995.  Call Sikundar at: 
250 653-9947

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
FOR SALE

1994 GOLDEN FALCON, 26
ft. camper, stove, walk-in
shower, microwave, back bed-
room, elec. furnace.  Located
in a beautiful fenced space to
rent or you haul away.  Toilet
is missing, some minor fl aws.
Asking $3,500  250 537-6787

MARINE

BOATS

2 PLACE ULTRA-LITE Float 
plane $12,000. Call 250 537-
9605 for details.

OLDE STYLE - Converted 
Gillnetter 35’ X 10’, 125hp
Chrysler Crown gas engine.
$10,000. Rod 250-538-8304

D R I F T WO O D  C L A S S I F I E D S  classified@driftwoodgimedia.comDEADLINES
TUESDAY 9:30 AM

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

fi l here please

SEE WEEKLY 
HOROSCOPE 
ON PAGE 20

Invite the whole neighbourhood 
to your garage sale with a 

classified ad. CALL 530.537.9933

An informative, glossy, 
digest size magazine plus 

website space on our 
gulfislandstourism.com.

An informative, glossy, 
digest size magazine plus 

website space on our 
gulfislandstourism.com.

BOOK YOUR 
SPACE NOW!

BOOK YOUR 
SPACE NOW!

BOOK 
YOUR 
SPACE 
NOW!

Contact the Driftwood for more information
250 537 9933

Contact the Driftwood for more information
250 537 9933

Contact the Driftwood 
for more information

250 537 9933

gulfislandstourism.com

gulfislandstourism.com

gulfislandstourism
.com

gulfislandstourism.com

An informative, glossy, 
digest size magazine plus 
website space on our 
gulfislandstourism.com.

Land Act:    
Notice of Intention to Apply for a 

Disposition of Crown Land

Take notice that Jack and Gwen Albhouse have 
applied to the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations (MFLNRO), West Coast Region 
for a Private Moorage situated on Provincial Crown 
land located at Ganges Harbour, Salt Spring Island.

The Lands File Number that has been established 
for this application is File # 1414187. Written comments 
concerning this application should be directed to 
the Section Head, Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations at 142 - 2080 Labieux 
Rd, Nanaimo, BC. V9T 6J9, or emailed to: Authorizing 
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be 
received by MFLNRO until March 6, 2015. MFLNRO 
may not be able to consider comments received 
after this date. Please visit our website: http://arfd.
gov.bc.ca/applicationposting/index.isp for more 
information.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement 
will be considered part of the public record. For 
information, contact the Freedom of Information 
Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operation’s office in Nanaimo.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 

Girls team wins Howe tourney
GISS boys settle for 
third spot

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s senior girls high 
school basketball squad emerged 
victorious to claim top spot in the 
10th annual Nairn Howe Memo-
rial Basketball Tournament at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School last week.

“We played some of our best bas-
ketball of the season there,” said Tony 
Mason, coach of the GISS girls team.

The girls swept all three of their 
games in round-robin play against 
Edward Milne, Kwalikum and Stellys 
en route to the championship.

Players of the game for GISS were 
Shayce Johnston, Alise Millions-
Colley and Kiara Johnston. Millions-
Colley was also given the Nairn Howe 
Award for the girls team.

Salt Spring’s senior boys team 
came within a single game of pulling 
off a fourth-consecutive tournament 
title but fell short against Maple 
Ridge Christian on Saturday.

Coach Diane Weatherby said a win 
would have vaulted the team into top 
spot, but the loss dropped them to 
third place among fi ve teams.

Thomas Weatherby was a win-
ner in Friday evening’s entertaining 
three-point competition and Ryan 
Gray received a Nairn Howe Out-
standing Player Award, Diane Weath-
erby said.

The boys opened the three-day 
tournament with a narrow victory 
on Thursday afternoon but lost a 
nail biter to Carihi on Friday morn-
ing. The team bounced back to beat 
Stellys before dropping the deciding 

match late Saturday.
“The four teams we played were 

quite different in terms of their style 
of play,” Weatherby said.

Bob Howe, husband of the late 
Nairn Howe, said he’s glad to know 
the tournament continues to be a 
well-attended and fun annual event.

“I’ve always had that vision and 
still have a very long-range view of 
it,” he said. “That feeling is still very 
strong.”

The tournament is held each 
January to honour Nairn Howe’s 
contribution to athletic excellence 
and fair play on and off the court.

SOCCER 

Salt Spring FC rises to the occasion
Old Boys look to 
bounce back

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring FC will play 
its opening home game of 
2015 on a high note after 
defeating Gorge United 
6-3 Saturday afternoon. 

“We started out pretty 
slow and were down 2-0 
about 15 minutes into the 
game,” said team spokes-
person Jordon Morrison. 
“You could tell we hadn’t 
touched a ball for a while. 
We ended up getting our 
feet under us and slowly 
started to get into the 
game.”

The win ends FC’s 
unfortunate four-game 
losing streak and is the 
team’s first victory since 
a 4-1 opening day win on 
Sept. 20.

FC found its momen-
tum with 15 minutes left in 
the fi rst half, when a Gorge 
defender misplayed a pass 
to his keeper and scored 
into an open net.

Johnson Emekoba 
scored twice, while Jyah 
Flam, Harrison Jason 
and William George each 
added a single goal in the 
effort.

FC plays the Vic West 
Wolves at Portlock Park on 
Saturday at 2:15 p.m.

Old Boys fall � at
A strong start to their 

weekend match at Loch-
side Park wasn’t enough 
for the Old Boys to exact 
revenge against a stub-
born Cordova Bay squad.

“Once again, Old Boys 
began by dominating pos-
session, passing swiftly 
and accurately out of 
defence, attacking Cor-

dova Bay, dominating 
the fi rst 20 minutes of the 
game with, alas, no goal 
scoring luck,” reported 
team spokesperson Fraser 
Hope.

The hosts took a 2-0 lead 
before Donny Brown fi nal-
ly got the Old Boys on the 
scoreboard. 

Opening the second 
half down 3-1, the visitors 
emerged from the break 
hungry and hopeful for a 
comeback.

“The Old Boys came out 
for the second half deter-
mined to erase mistakes 
in defensive play and go 
out on full attack,” Hope 
said. “Possible promised 
second-half substitutes 
failed to materialize, which 
meant that stamina and 
fi tness would play its part 
in the fi nal analysis.”

Stefan Cermak nar-
rowed the gap to a single 

goal, setting the stage for a 
testy fi nal 20 minutes.

The breakdown culmi-
nated when an Old Boys 
defender, having lost a 
contact lens, misjudged a 
play to his keeper. 

“The pass became a 
shot,” Hope said. “The 
keeper, confident in his 
ball-trapping abilities, 
watched with horror as 
the ball, evading his boot, 
trickled over the line for a 
Cordova 4-2 lead.”

The Old Boys host the 
Juan de Fuca Pêcheurs at 
GISS on Sunday, Jan. 25 at 
10:30 a.m.

United returns 
In women’s soccer play, 

Salt Spring United’s Sun-
day match against Bays 
United was cancelled. 
United hosts Lakehill at 
GISS on Sunday, Jan. 25 at 
12:30 p.m.

       
TIP OF THE WEEK:
On the heels of the last of four 0-degrees New Moons in a row which occurred on 
January 20th, at 5:14 am PST Mercury turned retrograde on January 21st at 7:54 
am. � is indicates two things from the perspective of each of these events. � e � rst is 
that Mercury was ‘Stationary’ at the time of the New Moon. � is indicates that this 
New Moon cycle is colored by an added measure of ‘concentrated focus’. Mercury in 
Aquarius indicates open mindedness. Mercury in close alignment with Venus, also in 
Aquarius, produces the mark of the artist. Jupiter in Leo is at the opposition mid-point 
of Mercury and Venus and is retrograde which basically suggests challenges to think 
more fully for one’s self and not simply listen and believe and yet to also maintain an 
open mind and not assert premature conclusions. � e second factor to consider here 
is that at the moment of Mercury turning retrograde, the Moon was New and waxing 
which suggests that people will both experience and witness in others an accelerating 
momentum of interest for new information, insights and answers. It is also noteworthy 
that over the 26.5 hours which separated these two events the Moon was able to 
be almost exactly conjunct Mercury. � is suggests a desire to ‘nurture others with 
knowledge and information’. P.S. Are the Horoscopes not ‘working for you’? � ere are 
1 or 2 other signs in particular that are strong factors in your chart and when read them 
along with your Sun Sign the combined massages provide a more layered and complex 
interpretation. Want to know what these are? Send me an email with your birthdate, 
year, place and time and I will send you a copy of your chart as well for FREE.
.................................................................................................................................
Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) � e spark of 
new friendships will be the result of 
this New Moon in Aquarius. These in 
turn will stimulate new thoughts, ideas, 
conversations and inspirations too. � e 
influence of Mercury retrograde may 
produce more intellectual stimulation 
than actual action and follow through 
to material realization. But fresh ideas 
are healthy and it is good to dream and 
wonder.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21) Seeds of change 
have been sown in your professional life 
and will a� ect your public status as well. 
� ese will direct you to concentrate with 
serious and sober intent. � e shifts and 
changes could have the negative e� ect of 
activating insecurities. � is is a call to be 
patient and faithful yet also innovative 
and resourceful.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21) Sometimes 
the effects of widening our scope and 
broadening our horizons can leave us 
feeling overwhelmed and perhaps a little 
lost. � is is what the combined e� ect of 
the New Moon and Mercury Retrograde 
may have on you. Yet, you may feel extra 
clear and aware, even if in somewhat 
unfamiliar territory. Concentrate your 
focus to forge ahead into the unknown.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) This New 
Moon marks the time of a potentially 
powerful cycle of regeneration. Beyond 
mere change, this implies renewal. � e 
good news is that with a good attitude 
and sincere e� orts you could come out of 
it better than ever. � is will require some 
extra homework in the way of research 
and investigation. Yet, reserve the right to 
keep it to yourself for now.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) Shifts and changes 
in your relationship life are set to occur. 
Increased communications is implied. 
The challenge will be to express your 
thoughts and feelings authentically, not 
simply saying what you think others want 
to hear. Positively, you will experience 
rich exchanges and sharing that will reveal 
your beauty to others and theirs to you.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) A weave of 
experimentat ion,  innovation and 
invention to make key improvements 
wherever you feel they are needed will be 
the result of this New Moon. � e focus 
may be directed to your health, lifestyle in 
general, your work or job, your family or 
all of the above. Your faculties of critical 
analysis are running high. Just be sure to 
avoid directing them at people you love.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22) Some cycles are 
more fun and playful than others, like this 
one. � ere is also a � ne weave of creativity. 
� e biggest issue stands to be pride, causing 
feelings and scenarios of division and 
separation – the antithesis of the high point 
of this cycle. Beyond fun and games and 
social activities too, this one will end with a 
bang in your relationships. Aim to fashion 
it according to your own ideal and desire.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) Some very real 
shifts close to home are likely now and 
over the coming weeks. Responding in 
kind, you will feel inspired to change your 
overall energy � ow and daily rhythm and 
routine. Sometimes by simply re-arranging 
the furniture the e� ects can feel large and 
liberating of stagnant energy patterns. Do 
what you can to activate fresh energy and 
renewed con� dence.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) Many new 
thoughts, ideas and visions of your future 
continue to ignite your mind. Over the 
next few weeks you may even receive 
rare and profound insights, intuitions, 
information and messages. � ese will spark 
your ambitions to dig even deeper. Seeing 
through and beyond illusions is part of the 
plot. � e twist is that they may be your own.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19) Financial 
considerations and other investment 
strategies are on your mind. Acting now 
to secure future interests will take on extra 
prominence. Since Mercury is retrograde, 
be extra aware and even avoid signing 
legal contracts. � is is a time to shop but 
not to buy when it comes to long-term 
commitments. Concentrate on what you 
want yet keep an open mind as well.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) � e New Moon 
in your sign will strongly activate your sense 
of identity, purpose and self-expression. 
Mercury retrograde will actually serve to 
sharpen your focus. The time is right to 
entertain new possibilities. � is will at least 
provide fresh perspective. New doors are 
destined to open this year yet they may be 
located other than where you have been 
looking.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20) A great awakening 
has begun. It is destined to activate a new 
scope and quality of cooperation. While this 
includes others, especially for the sake of 
business and other practical realities, it also 
implies cooperation with your own intuitive 
guidance. The biggest challenge includes 
accepting that your inner voice has to delete 
some of your ego to be able to come through 
clearly.

PHOTO BY JEN MACLELLAN 

GISS Scorpions player Kiara Johnston heads for the net in a game against 
Stellys, with teammate Accalia Martin in the background.


