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By seAn MCIntyre
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

As reports of compromised credit cards con-
tinue to accumulate on Salt Spring, the island’s 
RCMP detachment hopes more cooperation from 
credit card companies can help crack the case.

“We know that there is something happen-
ing on Salt Spring. What we don’t know is when 
it happened or where it happened and in what 
fashion,” said RCMP Corp. Martin Beardsmore 
on Tuesday.

The reason law enforcement officers find them-
selves frustrated is because few credit card com-
panies have stepped up to assist police with the 
investigation. 

“We are dependent on the credit card compa-
nies because they are the ones with all the infor-
mation,” he said.

A complicating factor has been the scam’s wide-
spread reach.

“We don’t have one credit card company 
involved,” he said. “It’s 15 or 20, each with two 
cases or more.”

PHoTo by JeN MacLeLLaN

aN armful: salt spring firefighters brian Hartley, left, and Jim Witherspoon scoop up Julie 
Masse in a star Wars stormtrooper costume as part of Photo Fest 2012, a weekend gathering of pho-
tographers and models organized by Gregor alan of shutterjunkie Photography. 

Card fraud 
cases still 
piling up 
salt spring rcMP look
to card companies for 
cooperation

MP May
gets
civility
honours
saanich-Gulf 
Islands rep named 
Parliamentarian of 
the year

By eLIZABetH nOLAn
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Green Party leader and 
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Eliza-
beth May made history on two 
fronts last week when she was 
voted Parliamentarian of the 
Year by her fellow members of 
Parliament.

May is the first woman and 
the first Green Party member 
to receive the award, which is 
the top honour at an annual 
event organized by Maclean’s 
and L’Actualité. A gala ceremo-
ny celebrating the event took 
place in Ottawa on Nov. 21.

“I am so honoured to receive 
such an enormous award from 
my colleagues in the House,” 
May said in a press release. 

Runner-ups were Bob Rae 
(Toronto Centre) and Rodger 
Cuzner (Cape Breton—Canso).

Members of the House of 
Commons voted on a total of 
eight categories. Their support 
for the hard-working Green 
Party leader and only elected 
member of her party in the top 
category is testament to the 
hours she’s put into the posi-
tion since being elected in 
2011. 

An interview with May in 
Maclean’s Magazine describes 
her near constant presence in 
the house, her avid participa-
tion in legislation debates, and 
the certainty of her filling the 
one question of the week she 
is permitted to ask in question 
period.

POLItICs rCMP

Detailed stream maps offer greater 
clarity, but at what cost?

By seAn MCIntyre
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Riparian Areas Regulation topic regained 
the public stage in earnest on Wednesday, Nov. 21 
as about 35 people met at Central Hall for a special 
meeting of the island’s local Trust committee.

Gone were the anger and frustration that forced 

cancellations of public hearings in the summer 
of 2011, replaced instead with free popcorn and a 
whimsical mediator to guide participants through 
what LTC members characterized as a levelheaded 
discussion about how RAR can be implemented on 
Salt Spring.

“By and large, I have found that there is no push 
back from the community,” said George Grams in 
his introductory remarks to the crowd. “Everyone 
realizes the need to protect fish habitat, that we have 
to promote biodiversity and safeguard the habitats of 

other species.”
What’s even more clear, Grams added, is that 

few island residents are in the mood for an “omni-
bus-style” bylaw that goes above and beyond RAR 
requirements set out by the province.

“It doesn’t protect watersheds and it doesn’t pro-
tect drinking water. The last bylaw aimed to protect 
them all and the clear message from the community 
was that was a step too far,” he said. 

IsLAnds trUst 
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•  6 scheduled flights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fleet in 
Canada

•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main  
YVR terminal and bus exchange

•  Frequent flyer discount
•  Charter flights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com
Book your flight on-line and SAVE $5.00 
on a return trip airfare.

Introducing…
Seair’s New Super Saver
       Webfares

MUST BOOK ONLINE TO SAVE!

ONLY
plus port  
fees & HST4700$

*selected seats on all flights  
between Richmond (YVR)  

and Salt Spring Island.

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S We’re all about the Islands

122 Upper Ganges Rd. at  Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm
the head of Ganges Harbour  Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm

Tide Tables
AT FULFORD HARBOUR

MeaSURed in Feet
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd.

 tiMe HeiGHt
                    m          ft

 tiMe HeiGHt
                    m          ftNOVEMBER

DEC

02 00:18  0.6  2.0   
SU 08:39  3.5  11.5   
 14:47  2.7  8.9   
 17:08  2.8  9.2

03 00:52  0.8  2.6   
MO 09:10  3.5  11.5   
 15:46  2.5  8.2   
 17:51  2.6  8.5

04 01:28  0.9  3.0   
TU 09:40  3.4  11.2   
 16:41  2.3  7.5   
 18:56  2.4  7.9

Sat. 9:00am - 1:00pm

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT 
250-537-4202

www.harboursendmarine.com

28 06:26  3.4  11.2   
WE 11:16  2.8  9.2   
 15:03  3.1  10.2   
 22:41  0.5  1.6 

29 07:01  3.4  11.2   
TH 12:05  2.8  9.2   
 15:32  3.0  9.8   
 23:12  0.5  1.6   

30 07:35  3.4  11.2   
FR 12:55  2.8  9.2   
 16:02  3.0  9.8   
 23:45  0.6  2.0 
01 08:08  3.5  11.5   
SA 13:49  2.8  9.2   
 16:33  2.9  9.5      

Winter Generator
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WiNter hours

8:30-5 
MoN.-Fri.

closed 
sat. & suN.
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GROUPAuto Parts Plus

Saltspring Auto Supply
106 Jackson Ave., 250-537-5507

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6:00 pm 
Sat. 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

New Stock in Weekly

Stocking Stuffers 
& Gifts Ideas

Something for everyone on your list

KENWOOD STEREOS
from

$95
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 In contrast, members of the other par-
ties rotate serving time in parliament with 
“house duty.”

May’s supporters, who include Salt 
Spring’s Bill Henderson, have responded 
enthusiastically to news of the award, espe-
cially in light of May’s position as the sole 
Green Party member among more than 300 
seats.

“When she got elected everyone said, 

‘That’s great, but what can she do?’” Hender-
son observed.

“Right from the start she said she was 
going to promote civility, and she got more 
votes than anyone in any category.”

Henderson said that while people have 
tended to view the Green Party as a part of 
the fringe, the results prove May is changing 
that reputation among her elected peers.

“They’re all expressing their confidence in 
her ability to work within the system. To me, 
that’s the surprise,” Henderson said.

“We all know she’s smart, we know she has 
a lot of energy, we know she’s for the environ-

ment and where her values lie. But we didn’t 
know if she could work well in the parlia-
mentary system — and she works beautifully 
in it, because she did her homework.”

May said in her statement last week that 
she hoped soon to not be the only Green 
MP. While Green Party candidates in three 
federal by-elections held Monday failed to 
take any seats, they did significantly increase 
their votes, especially in Victoria. The Greens’ 
Donald Galloway came out with 34.3 per 
cent support, nearly enough to upset Murray 
Rankin of the NDP, who won the seat with 
37.2 per cent.

MP praised for working within system
MAY
continued from 1

“We have listened to the com-
munity and we are not including 
any watershed protection or any 
drinking water protection within 
this bylaw.”

Although wording of the new 
bylaw to incorporate RAR into 
the island’s land use bylaw has 
yet to begin, Wednesday’s meet-
ing was held to gather public 
comments about the Islands 
Trust’s $22,000 project to map 
RAR applicable streams in the 
watersheds of Cusheon and St. 
Mary lakes.

LTC members agreed to move 
ahead with the mapping pilot 
project initiated in the previ-
ous term as a way to provide 
greater clarity and quell some of 
the opposition that arose when 
the first proposed bylaw was 
discussed in 2011. By identify-
ing watercourses subject to the 
RAR-mandated buffer zones, the 
maps pinpoint which properties 
are affected by the regulations.

Whereas the previous “water-
shed-based approach” made it 
incumbent on all residents in 
the watershed to determine if 
their property is subject to RAR, 

the “mapping approach” pro-
vides certainty, according to Ste-
fan Cermak, a planner with the 
Islands Trust’s Salt Spring office 
who has led the renewed RAR 
process.

According to Cermak, the 
mapping pilot project has 
revealed approximately 33 per 
cent of the properties within the 
St. Mary watershed will be sub-
ject to RAR.

The provincially mandated 
regulations require assessment 
for any “development” proposed 
within 30 metres of a RAR-appli-
cable watercourse by a qualified 
environmental professional. 
The examination will deter-
mine the property’s streamside 
development setback, known 
as a Streamside Protection and 
Enhancement Area (SPEA).

According to definitions out-
lined in the regulation, devel-
opment can refer to removal, 
alteration, disruption or destruc-
tion of vegetation; disturbance 
of soils; construction or erection 
of buildings and structures; cre-
ation of nonstructural impervi-
ous or semi-impervious surfac-
es; flood protection works; con-
struction of roads, trails, docks, 
wharves and bridges; provision 
and maintenance of sewer and 

water services; development of 
drainage systems; or develop-
ment of utility corridors.

Andy Witt, a provincial gov-
ernment spokesperson who was 
contacted after Wednesday’s 
meeting, said the bylaw is not 
open to changes on a case-by-
case basis to accommodate 
interests or needs of specific 
communities.

“They can, if they want, add 
activities to the definition of 
development. They can’t take 
away or decrease that in any 
other way,” Witt said. “Local gov-
ernments have to include devel-
opment as defined in the regula-
tion, streams as defined and the 
process as defined.”

LTC member Peter Grove 

summarized the public meeting 
as “a positive community experi-
ence.”

“The clear message was that 
mapping is a valuable process 
that we must pursue,” he said.  

Despite the congenial spir-
it of LTC members and many 
participants, some in the crowd 
argued that more information 
about the mapping process’ 
methodology, specifically about 
how applicable watercourses 
were selected, was needed. Oth-
ers raised concerns about the 
cost of mapping the island’s 
RAR-designated watersheds 
and the prospect of a legal war 
over opposing opinions of quali-
fied environmental profession-
als hired to assess RAR-appli-
cable areas. Establishing clarity 
over definitions, it was agreed, 
will be crucial when the bylaw 
drafting stage rolls around.

Because costs associated with 
mapping depend largely on the 
quantity and extent of map-
ping that will be undertaken, 
Trust staff said it’s hard to iden-
tify a specific cost for the proj-
ect. Although figures between 
$200,000 and $250,000 were sug-
gested at the meeting, a more 
accurate number is expected at 
the LTC’s Dec. 13 meeting.

LTC will limit RAR bylaw to fish habitat
RAR
continued from 1

As the detachment 
continues to hope for 
a breakthrough with 
representatives from 
the many credit card 
issuers involved, peo-
ple are encouraged to 
report their compro-
mised credit cards to 
local police.

Because the major-
i t y  o f  c re d i t  c a rd 
holders report cases 
of fraud directly to 
their card’s issuer, the 
RCMP doesn’t keep 
close tabs on histori-

cal statistics. Regard-
less, Beardsmore said 
the number of reports 
received during the 
past 10 days repre-
sents “an incredible 
frequency over a short 
period of time.”

“It’s an uptick of a 
considerable nature,” 
he said.

“ We are  open to 
the possibility or like-
l ihood that  one or 
more offences have 
occurred here,  but 
haven’t received sig-
nificant information,” 
he added.

W h e r e a s  c r e d i t 
card fraud has espe-

cially strong conse-
quences on a personal 
level, he said, credit 
card companies have 
built-in contingen-
cies designed to cover 
fraudulent activities. 

Salt Spring RCMP 
officers began to col-
lect reports of credit 
card fraud on Nov. 19 
after an exceptionally 
high number of island 
residents noticed that 
their cards had been 
used without their 
authorization at stores 
across North America 
and in Europe.

In  a  m a j o r i t y  o f 
cases, users noticed 

s o m e t h i n g  a m i s s 
when their credit card 
was denied by retail-
ers. Others received 
news by telephone 
that their accounts 
had been compro-
mised.

R C M P  c a n  b e 
reached at 250-537-
5555 or in person at 
the detachment dur-
ing regular business 
hours. 

Credit card fraud 
can also be reported 
to the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Centre by vis-
iting their website at 
www.antifraudcentre-
centreantifraude.ca 
or calling 1-888-495-
8501.

Police need credit card company help 
“It’s an uptick of 

a considerable 

nature.” 
CORP. MARTIN 
BEARDSMORE
SS RCMP

“The clear message was 

that mapping is a 

valuable process that 

we must pursue.” 
PETER GROVE
Salt Spring trustee

Post your comment to this story 
online at 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

FRAUD
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LTC to revisit 
Quesnel file

Salt Spring Local Trust 
Committee members intend 
to take a land-use applica-
tion for the site of Salt Spring 
Island Metal Recycling on 
Rainbow Road off the back-
burner at their January meet-
ing in hopes of resolving the 
matter.

In July, trustees George 
Grams and Peter Grove agreed 
to put on hold further discus-
sion of John Quesnel’s appli-
cation to rezone his mixed-
zone rural-watershed-upland 
property at 440 Rainbow Rd. 
to permit industrial use until 
more work was undertaken 
to implement recommenda-
tions made by the 2009 Indus-

trial Task Force.  Once appli-
cations to the new Industrial 
Advisory Planning Commis-
sion are reviewed, the com-
mission will help develop a 
needs assessment process to 
determine the island’s use, 
need and capacity for more 
industrial-zoned land.

“I don’t think it was our 
intention to extend this for 
quite so long,” said Grove dur-
ing the LTC’s regular business 
meeting on Nov. 22. “I don’t 
want another year to pass 
without this being dealt with 
in some form or another.”

Collision 
cancels ferry

The driver of a car on a 
BC Ferries vessel avoided a 
frigid plunge into Vesuvius 

Bay after she crashed into 
the end of the ship Saturday 
morning.

According to Salt Spring 
RCMP, the vehicle struck the 
safety gate at one end of the 
ferry with enough force to 
crack the car’s bumper and 
knock the gate off its hinges.

Police said the car had 
been observed moving 
across the deck before it 
struck the side of the ferry in 
an attempt to avoid plung-
ing into the water. The driver 
told police she released her 
parking brake and could not 
stop the vehicle as it coasted 
across the deck toward the 
water. The driver was shaken 
but uninjured. 

The incident forced can-
cellation of the 8:05 a.m. ferry 
from Vesuvius Bay and the 

8:40 a.m. Crofton departure.
In other RCMP news, a 

two-vehicle collision just 
before 9 a.m. on Monday 
disrupted traffic at the inter-
section of Lower Ganges and 
Upper Ganges roads. The 
incident occurred as a driv-
er turning left onto Lower 
Ganges Road collided with a 
northbound vehicle. Police 
report moderate damage to 
both vehicles but no injuries 
to either driver.

Forum hosts
Flanagan

The Salt Spring Forum 
hosts Tom Flanagan at 
ArtSpring on Sunday, Dec. 
2 at what promises to be an 
invigorating discussion. 

Flanagan is a political sci-

ence professor at the Univer-
sity of Calgary who served as 
Stephen Harper’s campaign 
manager and chief-of-staff. 
His tell-all book — Harper’s 
Team: Behind the Conserva-
tive Rise to Power — caused 
his relationship with the 
prime minister to rupture. 
However, Flanagan’s commit-
ment to right-wing politics 
remains unshaken. In the 
2012 Alberta provincial elec-
tion, he served as campaign 
manager for the Wildrose 
Party. 

In trademark Salt Spring 
Forum format, Flanagan will 
not only tell the story of Harp-
er’s rise to power but will also 
answer audience questions 
for a full 90 minutes.

Islanders of all politi-
cal stripes are warmly wel-

comed to attend this event, 
which will be conducted in a 
respectful manner. 

Tickets for the Dec. 2 event, 
which begins at 2 p.m., are 
$10 for Forum members and 
$15 for non-members. They 
may be purchased at Salt 
Spring Books and ArtSpring.

A Nov. 21 story on the fire 
hall project incorrectly stat-
ed the fire board had sought 
information on the cost of 
borrowing $4.25 million over 
30 years. The amount should 
have read $4.75 million.

News briefs

Heads up!
Islands Trust Council  
Meets from Dec. 4 to 6   
Community Gospel Chapel

harbourair.com    250.537.5525    1.800.665.0212

Your convenient connection.

Post your comment to this story 
online at 
www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

FRIENDS
DON’T: Stay silent

DO: Help your friend
Report the bully
Tell your parents
Tell your teacher

THE BULLY
DON’T: Respond

DO; Save what they say
Unfriend the person
Block them
Tell a Friend
Tell your Parents
Report the person

PARENTS & TEACHERS
Join Facebook

Understand how it works
Teach safety and responsibility
Privacy - check their settings

Think before
you post

Be kind
to others

Keep your
settings private

Don’t be hurtful 
towards others

Don’t share
your password

Only connect 
with friends

This is our reaction to cyber-bullying. We must all play our part! Play yours - email design@fuzion.ie for a print ready �le

Red Hood Project launched to promote online safety
Coordinators call 
for corporate 
responsibility

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

It’s marketed as “a fast, 
beautiful and fun way to share 
your photos with friends 
and family,” but it can give a 
predator a home address to 
go along with the image of a 
child. And there already are 
tens of thousands of images 
available on Instagram in 
which this has taken place.

With kids age 17 and under 
accounting for 20 per cent 
of Facebook’s 2 billion users 
and the number of social 
media sites and applications 
only growing, a locally based 
grassroots initiative called the 
Red Hood Project is calling 
for corporate responsibility 
to protect the vulnerable con-
sumer group. 

“This is a Pandora’s box 
and we don’t even know 
we’re looking at the box. But 
we’ve opened it,” said Sandy 
Garossino, a former crown 
prosecutor in Vancouver who 
co-founded the initiative with 
Raffi Cavoukian of Salt Spring.

Apps that connect directly 
with Facebook, like Insta-
gram, have huge security 
gaps that leave children at 
risk, and while social media 
companies are putting the 
onus on parents, the newly 
formed group is working to 
change that position as a con-
sumer safety issue.

“Our position is the prod-
uct should simply be safe. 

Those safety and security 
measures should be built in 
right from the beginning of 
the design process,” Garossi-
no said.

“It’s clear that at best secu-
rity for children is an after-
thought — they try to shoe-
horn it in afterwards.”

Garossino is the author 
of an open letter to Sheryl 
Sandberg, Facebook’s chief 
operating officer, calling for 
several security measures to 
be implemented. The letter 
was written on behalf of Carol 
Todd, mother of cyber-bully-
ing victim Amanda Todd, and 
was endorsed by a number of 
leading “concerned citizens 
in British Columbia.” 

Though Sandberg has 
yet to directly respond, the 
company’s position was 
made clear on an episode of 
the CBC show Q featuring 
Garossino and Perry Aftab, a 
member of Facebook’s safety 
advisory board. Aftab pointed 
to Facebook’s blocking and 
reporting functions and said 
parents are responsible for 
monitoring kids’ online use, 
according to the terms of use.

Garossino agreed educa-
tion is important, but often 
it comes too late. Amanda 
Todd heard two presenta-
tions on internet safety 
after she had already been 
targeted by a predator who 
had deceitfully entered her 
circle of online friends. She 
also had great parent support, 
but it wasn’t enough to pro-
tect her from compromising 
images and cruel statements 
being reposted — even after 
her death. Youth at risk are 

also the least likely to report 
abuse, for a variety of social 
factors.

“We laud the safety mea-
sures and the efforts to edu-
cate parents, but our point is 
the risk was created by Face-
book, YouTube and others,” 
Raffi said.

“They have the legal 
responsibility to build safety 
into their platforms.”

Garossino believes there 

should be an audit of the 
entire social media industry, 
and that sites like Instagram 
(which Facebook recently 
acquired) should be with-
drawn completely so they can 
be redesigned. Smartphone 
users are invited to use the 
application to “snap a picture, 
choose a filter to transform 
its look and feel, then post” to 
easily share images through 
Facebook and Twitter. 

Once images are posted, 
however, they legally belong 
to the company and they’re 
searchable by category. An 
innocent snap of some kids 
in the bath uploaded under 
the heading Babysitter can 
easily become the means of 
predation if security func-
tions aren’t set properly — 
and sexually explicit images 
can enter the public domain 
forever.

In addition to beefing up 
its own security features, 
Garossino said Facebook 
should have nothing to do 
with unsafe apps like Omegle, 
which promotes one-on-one 
chats with strangers for users 
as young as 13. YouTube, 
which is owned by Google, 
includes how-to videos on 
predation among its offer-
ings. Smartphone location 
tracking in combination with 
Google maps can show a 
predator the image of a vic-
tim’s house.

The possibilities for forc-
ing social media companies 
to make changes depend on 
how much the public makes 
an issue of child safety. For 
that reason, Raffi and Garossi-
no urge the public to show 
their support by following the 
Red Hood Project on Twit-
ter, liking its Facebook page 
and passing on the info to 
friends. With enough support, 
options could include pres-
sure from insurance compa-
nies, shareholders’ votes to 
improve security measures, 
or even a class-action lawsuit.

Red Hood Project found-
ers are also asking parents to 
reconsider giving children 

smartphones — essentially 
fully activated comput-
ers — until security mea-
sures improve significantly. 
Garossino said the highest 
amount of teenage and child 
phone usage takes place 
between 11 p.m. and 3 a.m., 
when parent monitoring isn’t 
happening. An estimated 33 
to 38 per cent of teens are 
sexting and sending explicit 
images that can end up in the 
wrong hands.

“The information super-
highway can be a light web or 
a dark web. The dark side of 
it can be a smartphone with 
little or no restrictions on it — 
it can be a car wreck waiting 
to happen,” said Raffi.

“The way I put it, you 
should only be on the infor-
mation superhighway when 
you’re old enough to drive. No 
one under 16 needs a smart-
phone.”

The term Red Hood is 
derived from the Little Red 
Riding Hood fable. 

“Both in the sense of kids 
being in the internet woods 
with predators, and that the 
wolf masked himself inside 
the grandmother’s own home 
to get close to Little Red,” said 
Garossino.

For more information on 
how to improve online safety, 
visit www.childhonouring.
org/internetsafety.html. The 
Red Hood Project will be 
launching its own full web-
site soon and other advocacy 
steps are being planned.

INTERNET SAFETY

The Red Hood Project offers strategies for safe use of so-
cial media sites that can be shared with youth by visiting 
www.childhonouring.org/internetsafety.html. 

For
TherECorD
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Newsbeat
TRANSPORTATION 

North Ganges path work starts

$1.2 million project to 
last six months

Motorists, pedestrians and 
cyclists who use Lower Ganges 
Road between Kingfisher Cove 
and Atkins Road can expect traf-
fic delays and detours as workers 
launched a six-month upgrade 
project on Monday morning.

“Alternate routes to Lower Gan-
ges Road between the Salt Spring 
RCMP station and Kingfisher Cove 
should be considered to bypass 
the work zone,” according to Ralf 
Waters, manager of engineering at 
the CRD’s Salt Spring office. “It is 
recommended that drivers allow 
an additional 10 minutes to make 
their ferry connections.”

Delays are anticipated to occur 

on weekdays between 8 a.m. and 
7 p.m.

The $1.2-million project will 
result in bike lanes, an off-road 
pathway and road safety improve-
ments along the busy thorough-
fare.  The project’s prime contractor 
is Port Alberni-based Bowerman 
Excavating Ltd. 

More information is available 
from Waters at 250-537-4448.

PhOtO BY SEAN McINtYRE

Work on new bike lanes and walkways along Lower Ganges Road got underway after a groundbreaking 
ceremony on Monday. From left are corey Miles, Alex Wale, Garrett O’Dwyer and Lloyd cudmore of Bow-
erman Excavating, John Wakefield from the Salt Spring transportation commission, cRD director Wayne 
McIntyre and cRD district engineer Ralf Waters. traffic delays should be anticipated along the route.

EMERGENCY PREP 

Fernwood response centre opens
More volunteers 
needed 

A n  e m e r g e n c y 
response centre was 
opened at Fernwood 
Elementar y School 
earlier this month, as 
Salt Spring Emergency 

Social Services volun-
teers participated in a 
training session. 

“This centre will be 
an excellent evacua-
tion resource should a 
disaster strike the north 
island at any time,” 
notes a press release. 
“As important as it is to 

keep skills current, the 
event was also success-
ful in that several mem-
bers of the local com-
munity also participat-
ed and have signed up 
to join the ESS team.”

The session was led 
by ESS director Larry 
Melious and Jane Barry.

Further training will 
be held to familiarize 
people with the six ESS 
facilities identified on 
Salt Spring Island for 
emergency response.  
To volunteer or for more 
information, contact 
Melious at larrymeli-
ous@gmail.com.

Get 
Organized

for 2013
Call your 
Account Manager 
today to plan your 
schedule for 
2013 in advance.

SucceSS takeS planning

Driftwood
Gulf Islands

250-537-9933

Selling?
Advertise here

Marketing your property is one of the most 
important functions of a real estate agent. 

Effective marketing is the key to attracting as 
many prospective buyers as possible. The more 
buyers that see a property, the greater the 
chances of generating offers. 

If you are thinking about selling please call, we 
can build a marketing plan together.

Call me today to receive updated 
listings daily for Salt Spring Island

Call me to advertise your 
property here! 250.526.2626

Paul Zolob
p.zolob1@gmail.com

250.526.2626

Salt Spring Realty •  independently owned and operated

SCOTT POINT WATERFRONT LIVING Close 
to Long Harbour ferry terminal. This spacious 
waterfront home is sited to take maximum 
advantage of the waterfront vistas in a 
private setting, ideal for retirees or for your 
island summer getaway. Large windows 
and spacious decks, a new energy efficient 
fireplace and a lower level ideal for guest 
accomodation are just a few of the features. 
 $975,000 MLS#312348
 

NORTH END VIEW. 1/2 acre mostly level, 
easy access. Drilled well 3/4 gpm. Views 
to the North East (Wallace and Galiano). 
Ready for your dream home.  

$185,000 MLS#308806

CURVE APPEAL! Gently curved interior and exterior 
walls give a soft touch to this solidly built home. This 
home was lovingly constructed by the owner & his 
daughter in3 stages between 1980 & 1998. Approx 1350 
sq. ft. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a laundry/furnace room, 
ample storage, plus open area living, dining & kitchen 
opening onto a large sundeck. Nestled on a fully treed 
.55 acre lot just minutes to town.  $375,000 MLS#315036

Remembrance Day
Thank You

120 Blain Road, Salt Spring Island, BC 
250-537-5822  |  legionbr92@shaw.ca
Sunday 1pm - 6pm
Monday-Saturday noon - 11pm

                   

Thank you!
Colleen Stewart 

President 

Salt Spring Girl Guides
Salt Spring Parks & Recreaetion

Salt Spring R.C.M.P.  •  Salt Spring Fire Department
Salt Spring Ambulance  •  Salt Spring Dept. of Highways

Dan at The Rental Stop for providing the canopy
Janet Butler and all her volunteers

Island Savings  •  Helen Tzagarakis
Ladies Auxiliary Branch 92

Salt Spring Concert Band  •  Chaplin Richard Stetson
Nils Chistensen  •  Marit Sheila Chistensen

Tim & John for the PA system
And to all the volunteers

THANK YOU!
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DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
 IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

MEGAN ELLIS QC

is pleased to announce 

the opening of her law office 

at 150 Woodland Drive, 

Salt Spring Island.

By appointment only

604-683-7144

www.ellisandcompany.ca

M E G A N  E L L I S       C O M P A N Y  L AW Y E R S

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

Widow has three 
professional items to sell:

Please call  250-537-9790 
for more information or viewing.

Thank you, Zoë

•  Stainless steel and 
brass imported 
Italian Pasta 
machine, as new. 

 $2400

•  Stainless steel 
meat grinder, as 
new.

 $1800

•  Old fashioned, 
tenderizer very 
heavy duty. 

 $900

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

• Hydraulic hoses
• Electronic engine analysis
• Tune ups • Oil changes
• Four wheel drive service
• Suspension shocks and struts
• Fuel injection • Tires

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

Saturday, december 8, 2012 at 8 p.m.
Sunday, december 9, 2012 at 2 p.m.

artSpring
 

Salt Spring 
Singers 

 ConduCtor Don Conley
 ACCompAnist Matthew StubbS

SoloiStS
BruCe HoffmAn
mAnyA sAdouski 
LukAs Booy

Christmas 
Time 

Aglow

tickets:  adult $18   Senior $14   child under 12 $8     

artSpring 537-2102
www.tickets.artspring.ca

Education as an evolutionary process
SD64 is at the 
head of the class

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

While mainstream 
media’s dominant view 
on education in B.C. 
seems stuck on the refrain 
“the system is broken,” 
there’s a strong counter-
message colonizing opin-
ion in a rarified circle of 
policy markers.

Education guru John 
Abbott, author of Over-
schooled but Underedu-
cated and director of the 
21st Century Learning 
Initiative, recently toured 
the province along with 
Eton College headmas-
ter Tony Little and a film 
crew from the BBC. The 
purpose of their visit 
was to gather footage for 
a documentary on pro-
gressive education, based 
on B.C.’s reputation for 
being “the next step in the 
evolutionary process.” 
Significantly, a visit to the 
Gulf Islands School Dis-
trict accounted for half of 
their stay.

Abbott is already a 
well-known figure in B.C. 
He has previously toured 
many schools at the 
Ministry of Education’s 
invitation and his ideas, 
which are partly based 

on research on how the 
brain functions, have 
been incorporated into 
the B.C. Education Plan. 

Giving students greater 
freedom and self-respon-
sibility as they advance is 
a key component: Abbott 
says according to recent 
findings in neurosci-
ence, adolescents need 
to be given much more 
independence to develop 
they way they should.

“An education system 
that truly went with the 
natural way in which 
people learn . . .  would 
prepare children in 
their younger and pre-
pubescent years for the 
self-defining struggle that 
is adolescence,” Abbott 
writes in the introduc-
tion to Overschooled but 
Undereducated.

“Every child needs the 
struggle of adolescence to 
sort themselves out and 
put away those childish 
behaviours which earlier 
had served them well . . . 
Through the struggle of 
adolescence they develop 
the strength for adult life.”

B.C.’s education min-
isters, especially the 
recently-retired George 
Abbott, have enthusias-
tically embraced the call 
for change — but the 
position is not entirely 
accepted by the teachers 
who have been providing 

education on the ground.
“The ministry’s mes-

sage on education 
implies school systems 
haven’t changed for 30 
years, and therefore they 
aren’t correct,” said Jack 
Braak, president of the 
Gulf Islands Teachers’ 
Association.”

“The message is it’s 
archaic, conservative and 
not reflective of what’s 
happening and needs to 
be changed.” 

Braak said teachers are 
in fact constantly updat-
ing their knowledge and 
teaching skills through 
current research and 
professional develop-
ment programs. In addi-
tion, individual teachers 
can be as innovative as 
they like in their class-
rooms while delivering 
the required curriculum, 
which can and often does 
include “21st-century 
learning” ideas like per-
sonalized and project-
based learning.

“There’s not an on/off 
switch — we’re not going 
from not doing it to ‘now 
we’re doing it.’ It’s not 
binary, and it has actually 
gone on for years,” Jeff 
Hopkins, district super-
intendent for the Gulf 
Islands, explained.

Student-centred learn-
ing, greater reliance on 
technology and larger 

classrooms with teach-
ers as facilitators helping 
students develop learn-
ing plans for work done 
outside the school envi-
ronment are some exam-
ples of how 21st-century 
learning has already 
made its way into the 
local high school. 

Initiatives such as Con-
necting Generations, 
which puts together stu-
dents and community 
elders, a healthy appren-
ticeship program, and the 
high school’s Shift room 
(where up to 60 students 
at a time pursue directed 
study programs) are all 
examples of how the dis-
trict meets 21st-century 
learning ideals through 
encouraging indepen-
dence and self-growth. 

The Gulf Islands’ will-
ingness to pioneer these 
changes has helped put 
the district in the fore-
front of an international 
movement. But how 
B.C.’s education plan will 
actually play out in this 
political environment has 
some teachers worried.

“If it’s done for the right 
reason, there’s no prob-
lem with that if it benefits 
learning, but not if it’s 
just to save money or off-
loading,” said Braak.

“When we take a look 
at what’s happening, my 
fear is more and more 

students will be given the 
chance of being educated 
without a teacher, or out 
there in the community. 
They will lose the bond 
with the teacher.”

Abbott has quoted 
David Perkins’ statement 
that “learning is a conse-
quence of thinking” as 
a summation of his phi-
losophy for adolescents. 
Teachers have ques-
tioned, though, whether 
enough thinking actually 
goes on in self-directed 
studies. Students might  
dutifully meet course 
requirements without 
necessarily expanding 
their knowledge.

With ongoing open-
ness to the student voice 
(see story below) and 
a strong relationship 
between administrators 
and teachers, it’s likely the 
Gulf Islands will continue 
to enjoy a positive reputa-
tion even in the uncertain 
political climate ahead.

“For the school district 
things are very optimis-
tic. We have such a good 
team of administrators 
and teachers and school 
trustees,” Hopkins said.

“I think we’ll always 
be pushing the enve-
lope, which is great. 
We’ll always be suggest-
ing things that are not 
being done yet and trying 
them.”

School structure deemed outdated 
Gulf Islands 
students part of 
push for change

W h i l e  t e a c h e r s 
re m a i n  c o n c e r n e d 
about a plan that might 
give the majority of stu-
dents too much free-
dom before they are 
ready for it, the Gulf 
Islands district is cer-
tainly advanced in rec-
ognizing kids’ abilities 
when they are.

Student representa-
tives are regular partic-
ipants at school board 
meetings and have 
been working to advise 
other districts on how 
to increase student 
participation in educa-
tion decisions. Hopkins 
and the school board 
also registered students 
Maddee Nash, Lauren 
Utter and Farley Can-
non as regular partici-
pants at a provincial 
conference held in 
Vancouver this month 
— an event where kids 
usually enjoy a singing 
cameo at best.

Gulf  Islands Sec-
ondary student coun-
cil  president Mad-
dee Nash is quickly 
becoming one of the 
province’s most urgent 
voices for educational 
change.

Along with her fel-
low students Farley 
Cannon and Lauren 
Utter, in the past year 

she has written a maga-
zine article on student 
engagement for maga-
zine of The Teacher 
Regulation Branch, 
visited upper island 
schools to speak on the 
same topic, and cam-
paigned to establish a 
student advisory com-
mittee to the Ministry 
of Education.

“There’s  a  whole 
thing about preparing 
kids for life, and how do 
you want them to learn 
after school,” Nash said 
about the high school 
years.

“Are they looking 
for an answer from a 
teacher? Or are they 
thinking about what’s 
best for themselves?”

When asked if she 
thinks the education 
system is broken, she 
said, “I think it’s in pro-
cess right now. A lot of 

people are working to 
change the system but 
there are a lot of prob-
lems and they need to 
be fixed.”

In an effort to make 
education in B.C. work 
for  more students, 
Nash advocates look-
ing at new ideas to 
improve an “outdated 
structure” with more 
choice and more flex-
ibility. Ideas like the 
“flipped” class, where 
the lesson is under-
taken at home and 
the coursework takes 
place in school with 
the teacher ready to 
help, is one example. 
Independent studies 
that allow students to 
get away from the set 
provincial curriculum 
is another. 

Maddee’s brother 
Dexter Nash, a Grade 
10 student who is cur-
rently taking three 
blocks in the Shift 
room and wants to 
add a course on film 
and video production, 
confirms he likes the 
program’s flexibility. 
He also feels he gets 
more one-on-one time 
with teachers when 
he needs it, and can 
do his work at his own 
pace when he doesn’t.

“I believe no one 
should be unmotivated 
because you’re doing 
stuff that you like and 
you choose,” he added. 

Inquiry-based learn-
ing, in which students 

start off with a ques-
tion like “Why does this 
work?” and spend their 
coursework answering 
it is another example 
of how his sister feels 
“more kids would be 
more excited and will-
ing to learn.”

The way grading 
and assessment  is 
done is another area 
Nash would like to see 
improved. With the 
current system, she 
said, all that students 
are concerned about is 
exam results.

“You have to change 
the way you want 
things to end up and 
that’s going to change 
the process. That really 
needs to be altered to 
reflect the best educa-
tion kids can get,” Nash 
said.  

focus oN EDUCATION
EDUCATION SERIES  –  FOURTH IN THE SERIES

GISS student council 
president Maddee Nash 



6 |  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012  |  Gulf Islands drIftwood

RAR-ing 
to go 
G

iven the skeletons 
that lurk in the 
local Trust commit-
tee’s Riparian Areas 

Regulation file, it was hard to 
know what to expect at a Nov. 
21 public event to launch the 
Islands Trust’s latest effort to 
introduce the provincial regu-
lations into Salt Spring’s land-
use bylaws. 

During the summer of 2011, debate over RAR 
stirred such a tempest that RCMP officers were 
called in to handle the crowds and preserve order 
at ArtSpring. The uproar eventually forced LTC 
members of the day to cancel public hearings, 
shelve the proposed bylaw and return to the 

drawing board.
One local election and 

about $22,000 worth of 
watershed maps later 
brings us to last week at 
Central Hall, an occa-
sion certainly worthy of 
the free organic popcorn 
handed out at the door.

While the event was 
meant to focus on the 
meaning and method-
ology of the watershed 

mapping process, it wasn’t long before some in 
the sparse crowd waded into the specifics.

By the meeting’s midway point, last year’s 
concern about tomato plants had grown into this 
year’s petunia patch. Soon enough, there came 
talk of assessment methodology, threats of wide-
spread litigation and the assault on Salt Spring’s 
rural tradition.

Clarification of the bylaw’s wording is obvious-
ly necessary and fine tuning will be paramount, 
but this debate has its proper time and place: 
notably when a proposed bylaw is written.

At this juncture, all we have are the maps.
Granted, it’s more than we had at this stage 

last time around, when much of the anger arose 
because people felt blindsided by a complex and 
amorphous bylaw that seemed to have risen out 
of the blue. 

By the end of the last week’s session, in con-
trast, much of the strain leftover from 2011’s 
unrest had receded. Opposing camps appeared 
to have crossed the floor in agreement.

It may have been a small first step in a much 
longer road to comply with the province’s RAR 
requirements, but it’s clear a worthwhile discus-
sion has begun.

Lake health questions need answers
By GEORGE EHRING 

What’s happening in St. Mary Lake?
Why does St. Mary Lake have algal and cyanobacterial 

blooms?
Is it safe to drink the water from the lake?
How can we make the lake healthy again?
For answers and a discussion of these issues, please come to a 

public meeting this Saturday, Dec. 1, from 2 to 5 p.m. at Community 
Gospel Chapel. The meeting is organized by the Water Council, with 
financial support from the local Trust committee and the North Salt 
Spring Waterworks District.  We’re calling it a Community Dialogue 
and Expert Panel.

Salt Spring Island lakes provide drinking water to many island resi-
dents, and they’re popular recreation spots for swimming and fishing. 
The lakes and their surrounding areas are also important fish and 
wildlife habitat. Several studies have been performed on island lakes 
and watersheds, including the comprehensive watershed manage-
ment plans for Cusheon Lake and St. Mary Lake.

Periodically, blooms of cyanobacteria (sometimes called blue-
green algae) have presented potential public health risks by compro-
mising the quality of drinking water sources. They can even cause 
possible risks for people using the lake for recreation.    

Blooms in our lakes result from having too many nutrients in 
the water. The main culprit is phosphorus. About two-thirds of the 
phosphorus in St. Mary Lake is already in the lake bottom sediment; 
almost all of the rest is introduced by local septic systems.

A bloom on St. Mary Lake this year has raised awareness of prob-
lems in this major source of drinking water. While the North Salt 
Spring and Highland/Fernwood treatment plants successfully dealt 
with the bloom, people are justifiably concerned about the quality 
of the source water supply.  The bloom went away for much of the 
summer of 2012, but has recently returned. Blooms have been experi-
enced previously in St. Mary Lake in 2004-2006 and in the 1970s.  

In 2009, the North Salt Spring Waterworks District installed an 
aeration system in the lake. Its purpose is to bring oxygen to the lower 

layer of the lake, which helps to bind phosphorus in the 
sediment.  

The aerator was successful in reducing algal and toxin 
levels in the lake until September 2011, but then there 
was a sudden jump in toxin levels in the lake, and no one 

is really sure why.
Even though aeration and the introduction of trout into St. Mary 

Lake are being done, other actions need to be taken to address the 
current bloom and to reduce the risk of future blooms. Some of the 
options are very expensive, and some pose their own environmental 
risks. Given the unexplained cause of the 2012 jump in cyanobacteria 
and their toxins, it is honestly very difficult to be sure about the viabil-
ity of any option for reducing the current or future blooms. 

This past summer, volunteers with the Salt Spring Water Council 
distributed a brochure prepared by the Water Preservation Society 
and conducted personal interviews with many lakeside residents. 
Those interviews clearly show that members of the community 
would like more information about the causes, risks, and potential 
responses to the blooms. We know that this is a concern to many more 
people than just those living around the lake.

We’ll have a few very qualified experts to give information about 
the condition of the quality of the lake. But we also want to hear from 
you. We want you to have an opportunity to ask questions, raise con-
cerns, and discuss possible solutions. We’ve also assembled a panel 
of knowledgeable resource people who will try to address your ques-
tions.

This meeting will be of interest to more than just those people who 
live around St. Mary Lake. Our drinking water, our recreation, the live-
lihoods of local tourist operators, and countless plants and animals 
living in and around our lakes all depend on a healthy environment. 
We need to know what we can do to make St. Mary Lake healthy again.

The writer is chair of Water Council. Information came from 
John Sprague, Bob Watson, Peter Lamb and the St. Mary Lake 
Watershed Management Plan.
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By Blake Peters, Cole smith and 
kevin vowles

Whether violence happens in our com-
munity, our province or in another part of 
the world it affects us. 

Sometimes it is particularly difficult 
for young men to acknowledge violence; 
to recognize that there is a very real and 
serious problem. Recently, though, male 
students at Gulf Islands Secondary School 
did just that. At a Salt Spring Women 
Opposed to Violence and Abuse Youth 
Team meeting, the week after the tragic 
death of Amanda Todd, the 15-year-old 
Port Coquitlam girl who took her own life 
on Oct. 10, male students reflected on the 
violence.  

SWOVA’s Youth Team comprised of 
young men and women, meets weekly 
throughout the school year, where youth 
become more self-aware, develop leader-
ship skills and awareness of social jus-
tice. Through this work, the youth team 
members go to the middle school on 
Salt Spring Island to facilitate SWOVA’s 
Respectful Relationships program (R+R) 
for Grade 7 and 8 students. Their facili-

tation skills while convers-
ing with younger students 
about racism, sexism and 
homophobia are incredible.  

At the youth team meeting shortly after 
Amanda’s death, young men and women 
talked about many things. Among them, 
what stood out most for many was the 
desensitization and exploitation that 
can be part of the virtual internet world. 
Young men acknowledged that Amanda 
Todd experienced exploitation, harass-
ment, blackmail and stalking — all of 
which comprise misogynistic violence 
— from a man who has not been caught 
yet. All of this resulted in anxiety, social 
isolation, exclusion and eventually life-
ending hopelessness. What is indicative 
of the Amanda Todd case is that we live in 
a world where gender-based violence is 
alive, well and indeed thriving, although 
often unacknowledged.  

Anti-bullying week occurred from 
Nov. 12 to 17 with the theme of “stand-
up” to bullying!  Teachers such as Heidi 
Serra here on Salt Spring Island at Ful-
ford Elementary School are working with 

students to be better friends. 
For every negative bullying 
action a person can take, and 
for every act of violence, there 

is an inverse and opposite positive action 
people can take. We must, as Heidi Serra 
does, create a culture of peace and love 
in our schools. We must, as Ghandhi once 
said, start with the children.

There are many things that can be 
learned from the Amanda Todd case. 
Clearly, though, stronger, better and more 
widespread social and emotional learning 
is needed for children starting in Kinder-
garten. This will build self-awareness, 
resilience, confidence and self-esteem in 
our youth.

Blake Peters is a Grade 9 student at GISS 
and one of many outstanding members of 
the youth team. Struck by the tragedy of 
Amanda Todd’s death, he notes that we 
should all be part of ensuring that youth 
do not experience violence:

“As a part of the Salt Spring youth team 
I feel that the Amanda Todd story is trag-
ic and I feel deeply for the family and 
friends of hers. Things need to change to 

support kids, male and female; not just 
on Salt Spring but everywhere! For me 
this youth team has done just that. It sup-
ports everyone in it. If more places had 
groups like this I believe it could prevent 
the violence Amanda Todd experienced. 
Violence shouldn’t continue to happen 
and we can make a change if we want to! 
This isn’t the first time this kind of thing 
has happened and won’t be the last, but 
we can help prevent it.”

Kevin Vowles adds: “As a man engaged 
in the struggle to end all violence in the 
world, particularly that against women, 
it is a great honour to sit in a circle with 
young men who are not only self-aware of 
the steps they need to take to create peace 
within themselves, but also the world.”  

For more information, please visit 
www.swova.org or www.togetheragainst-
violence.wordpress.com  

Kevin Vowles is an adult facilitator with 
the R+R program; Cole Smith and Blake 
Peters are GISS students and R+R Youth 
Team members.

Wrong figure
I would like to clarify 

some figures in the arti-
cle published in the Nov. 
22 Driftwood, under the 
headline “Firehall could 
be had for $4.25 mil.”

First, “$4.25 mil” was 
n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d ;  t h e 
actual number was $4.75 
m i l l i o n .  T h e  n u m b e r s 
quoted were based on a 
loan payment analysis 
provided by the Minis-
try of Community, Sport 
and Cultural  Develop-
ment as fol lows:  $4.75 
million amortized over 
30 years at 3.50 per cent 
per year. An average resi-
dential property valued 
at $516,474 would incur a 
tax of $44.18 per year.

The $4.75 million was 
for discussion purposes 
and to get an idea of tax 
c o n s e q u e n c e s.  I t  w a s 
based on a construction 
c o s t  o f  1 6 , 0 0 0  s q u a re 
feet at $250/sf = $4 mil-
lion plus $0.75 million for 
fees, consultants (archi-
tects, engineers etc.) and 
i n f r a s t r u c t u re  ( s e w e r, 
water etc.). 

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  m a y 
not be realistic, but are 
a place to start the con-
versation with the archi-
tects and the community. 
The total cost would be 
reduced by  any  funds 
from the eventual sale of 
the present fire hall. The 
actual disposition of the 
present fire hall has not 
yet been determined.
miChael sChuBart, 
C h a i r ,
S S i F P D  B u i l D i n g  C o m m i t t e e

Cost cutting
“C o s t - c u t t i n g ”  d o e s 

not appear in my Oxford 
I l lustrated Dict ionar y. 
Perhaps failure to under-
stand that term is why BC 
Ferries continues to exe-
cute activities such as I 
witnessed on Wednesday, 
Nov. 14. 

Two men with a large 
truck were installing two 
re m o t e - c o n t ro l l e d  c a r 
ramp gates and a pedes-
trian one. The car gates 
w e r e  b e i n g  e q u i p p e d 
with flashing-light stop 
signs such as those on 
school buses. One light 
was already malfunction-

ing.  Earlier the men had 
e xc h a n g e d  t h e  ra m p’s 
h i g h - p re s s u re  s o d i u m 
lights for LED ones.  

A knowledgeable elec-
trician observed that the 
power savings “might” 
someday be realized.  

An electric traffic con-
trol panel was installed 
some weeks ago. It has yet 
to operate. In my 45-year 
connection with Vesuvius 
Bay and its ferry,  such 
measures have not even 
been thought of let alone 
deemed necessary by the 
general public, but per-
haps this is what the ferry 
corp believes is meant by 
“cost-cutting.”                            
norah lloyd, 
V e S u V i u S

Good and 
bad news 

For those of you who 
were shopping the Black 
Friday sales and missed 
the news, here are two 
impor tant  events  that 
happened this last week 
that  you should know 
about.

#1: Our own MP Eliz-

abeth May was the first 
woman to receive the Par-
liamentarian of the Year 
award. This was voted on 
by all the parliamentar-
ians in a Conser vative 
m a j o r i t y  g ov e r n m e n t . 
Good for her and great 
for us. 

Number 2 is an event 
that may help those who 
are sitting on the fence 
re: the Enbridge project. 
Two fully loaded cargo 
ships  accidental ly  ran 
aground in the area that 
is scheduled for the tank-
er project. Although these 
ships were not tankers 
they ran into problems 
in Douglas Channel and 
near Prince Rupert. They 
had Canadian pilots and 
although luckily damage 
was minimal, the fact that 
this happened must give 
pause to those who con-
sider the movement of oil 
tankers in these waters 
can be done safely. These 
accidents should remind 
us all that these waters 
are too risky to leave to 
Chinese vessels and the 
movement of crude bitu-
men. 

Our coastline is at risk. 
Tell the Harper govern-
ment your concern.
susan Paynter, 
K i n g  r o a D 

Hot gift 
It is that time of year 

again when we go looking 
for that perfect gift for a 
loved one who really does 
not need anything. 

I  would l ike  to  sug-
gest that a donation to 
the Lesotho Solar Cooker 
Project in lieu of a mate-
rial gift is a joyful seasonal 
alternative. These cookers 
make a huge difference in 
the daily lives of a group 
of  hard-working,  care-
giving grandmothers rais-
ing grandchildren mostly 
orphaned by AIDS in the 
small landlocked country 
of Lesotho, Africa.  

This project is funded 
almost 100 per cent by 
donations from the south-
ern Gulf Islands — a great 
testimony to the caring 
nature of people here. Last 
year alone, almost 70 sun 
stoves, or solar cookers, 
were sent to the Lesotho 
grandmothers, along with 

lessons on the use of the 
environmentally friendly 
cookers and a “starter” 
pack of food essentials. 

Every year the unpaid 
administrator travels to 
Lesotho where she works 
with local volunteers to 
buy, demonstrate and dis-
tribute the cookers.

A l l  d o n a t i o n s  g o 
towards the cookers and 
pots, their transportation 
from South Africa, dem-
onstrat ion food costs, 
and local translators. One 
cooker at a time, we are 
making a difference!

Please consider join-
ing in on this worthwhile 
project; all donations to 
this cause are very wel-
come and gift cards are 
i n c l u d e d . C u r r e n t l y,  a 
cooker and its associated 
expenses  are  approxi-
mately $130. 

For more information 
please contact Jill Willmo-
tt at 250-537-8343 or at 
willmott@mast.queensu.
ca.
sue sheane, 
S a l t  S P r i n g

Letters to the editor

Salt Spring SayS
We asked: When should Christmas start?

HoWard olSon
I think it really comes down 
to the commercialization of 
Christmas. They’d start on 
Sept. 1 if they could.

BoB WrigHt 
Probably around Dec. 6 
or 7 would be plenty early 
enough; it was when I was 
a boy.

CHarlene Beaudette
My deadline is Dec. 1 for the 
decorations and the music.

CHeryle CoHen
I think people should do what 
they want to do and others 
should tolerate those deci-
sions.

Callum CraWford
Not a day before December.

Todd’s death sparks youth-led conversations

IslandVoices
Quote of the Week:

“Now, when I’m rushing to the ferry, I don’t need to worry about look-
ing over my shoulder and mowing down a couple of pedestrians.”

LAWRIE NEISH, FIRE HALL CLOCK MAKER 

Letters to the editor are welcome, but writers are requested to keep their submissions to 350 words or less. 
Letters may be edited for brevity, legality and taste. Writers are also asked to furnish a telephone number where they may be reached 
during the day, and to sign their letters with their full name. Thank you letters will not normally be considered for publication.
Read and reply to letters online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com under the Opinion tab.

GUESTColumn

MORE LETTERS  continued on 9
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www.windsorssi.com  •  general@windsorssi.com
Ph: 250-537-5564   Fax: 250-537-1207

Open MOnday-Friday 7 aM - 5:30 pM  /  Saturday 8 aM - 5:30 pM  /  CLOSed SundayS

Neighbours helping neighbours
...build their dreams

166 rainbOw rOad    

Thank you for supplying top quality materials 
at competitive prices, enabling us to keep our 
quality standards up and costs down

Strait Construction LTD
250 537 7350

derek.sowden@telus.net

“I depend on 
Windsor...”

DEREK SOWDEN

OPINION

Viva Voce! Choral 
Society’s recent con-
cert With All Our Hearts 
was a huge success. We 
send roses and heartfelt 
thanks to: The Salt Spring 
island Baptist Church 
for rehearsal space and 
All Saints By-the-Sea for 
hosting Viva Voce! Youth 
enabling us to practice 
and prepare; our spon-
sors for their gifts, finan-
cial and/or advertising 
support — Black Sheep 
Books, Genoa Systems 
Support, West of the 
Moon, Hepburn Tree 
Farm, James T. Fogarty 
Income Tax, Persnickety, 
Island Massage Therapy 
Clinic, DCP Designs, 
Mouats, Pure Integrative 
Pharmacy, Blue Door 
Custom Art Framing, 
Windsor Plywood, Apple 
Photo, Mountain Star 
Ventures, Bruce’s Kitchen, 
Country Grocer, Thrifty 
Foods, Charles Buchwald 
and friends for web host-
ing; Salt Spring Coffee; 
Kim Elsser and her team 
for hosting a successful 
concession; Sue Lehm-

ann for expertly manag-
ing backstage; and our 
wonderful audience for 
attending and listening as 
we sang for you. 

The Salt Spring BC 
SPCA wishes to thank 
Ann Donahue and Ken 
Sutherland with thou-
sands upon thousands 
of underwater roses for 
their generous sharing of 
the proceeds from their 
well-attended slideshow 
presentation, Coral Reefs 
of the World. This kind-
ness will help local ani-
mals needing help at our 
shelter. Thank you to all 
the guests whose gener-
osity also serves our local 
branch and animals.

A magic wand has 
turned the Visitors Centre 
into a gingerbread house 
for the Christmas season. 
A handful of gingerbread 
men go the the many 
volunteers who helped 
to create this vision. The 
centre will be part of light 
up Ganges at 5:30 on Sat-
urday. We welcome fami-

lies to come into the Gin-
gerbread house and meet 
with the volunteers. King-
sized smarties arrived on 
the roof courtesy of  Tom 
at TNT signs. Harvey and 
Laura would like to thank 
our two neighbours Bob 
Patterson and Bob Char-
let for the help they gave 
the volunteers attaching 
the snow effect to the roof 
and the lighting around 
the outside of the build-
ing. Ganges is a special 
place at Christmas as we 
welcome visitors and 
families to the island.

A bunch of water lilies 
for Rick at Home Hard-
ware for holding my hand 
while I sorted out my 
water filters. Ann

The first annual Photo 
Fest hosted by Shutter-
junkie Photography was 
a huge success do in part 
to some great support 
from the community. Salt 
Spring Inn, Shipstones/
Oystercatcher, TJ Beans 
Coffee Shop and Apple 
Photo came to the table 
with some great dis-
counts for the 80 to 100 
models and photog-
raphers that spent the 
weekend shooting on 
Salt Spring. Mike Fra-
ser was very supportive to 
the event in allowing us 
to work at his shop with 
his and his wife Noella’s 
fine hot rods. Rod Dewar 
of Me and Rons Towing 
went to the wall to keep 
me on the road after los-
ing my transmission in 
my pick-up only two 
days before the event. I’d 
also like to put forth a big 
thank you to retired fash-
ion photographer How-
ard Fry. Howard was kind 
enough to put on a little 
seminar about his career 
in the fashion industry for 
the event participants, 
and many were very 
thankful he had the time 
to do so. Mark and Mary 
of Cedar Beach Resort 
went beyond the call of 
duty to make everyone 
feel right at home and 
comfortable. I can’t say 
enough to thank these 
folks for their time and 

support. Shutterjunkie 
Photography is already 
in the planning for 2013 
Photo Fest. It should be 
bigger and better than 
ever before. Thank you, 
Salt Spring.

A big bunch of Salt 
Spring roses to the fol-
lowing business and 
people that helped make 
Mary Lynn’s silent auc-
tion fundraiser a huge 
success. It will go a long 
way to help with the den-
tal reconstruction: Salt 
Spring Inn, Clubhouse at 
the golf course (Jim Bur-
rows), Pomodoro Pizza, 
Mouat’s Home Hard-
ware, Garden Faire Nurs-
ery, Quarrystone House 
B&B, Oystercatcher, Cal-
vin’s, Seaside Restaurant, 
embe Bakery, Crouse 
family (Seth), Windsor 
Plywood, Slegg Lumber, 
Gulf Islands Brewery, 
Jonny Raposo, the Wine 
Cellar, Gulf Island Pic-
ture Framing, Rabson 
family (Slow Down It’s 
Salt Spring), The Fish-
ery, Harbour House, 
Pharmasave, North End 
Fitness, Eartheart Exca-
vation, Harlan’s Choco-
lates, Moby’s, Keypawn 
Trucking, Canterbudy 
Coffee, Island Star, Debo-
rah Miller, Thrifty Foods, 
Country Grocer, Triple 
Crown Hair Design, 
Driftwood, SS Exchange, 
SS Cheese, SS Golf and 
Country Club (Steve 
Marleau), Vesuvius Vil-
las, Rowan Dixon, John 
and Tim.  

I’m sending 16,700 
roses to the 100 plus folks 
who made this year’s 
Giant Book Sale such a 
huge success!  Salt Spring 
Literacy thanks you!

To the many sorters 
who spent hours up at the 
book barn trying to deter-
mine which of the 36 
categories a book should 
go into, to the folks with 
trucks who carted books 
from the financial institu-
tions up to the book barn 
in the north end, and 
spirited away all the recy-
cling, to Michelle Grant 
for graciously allowing us 
to show up at all hours of 
the week to sort books, 
to the managers of the 
financial institutions for 
once again allowing us 

to have our collection 
boxes taking up space in 
your institutions, to the 
Driftwood for helping 
with our advertising, to 
Country Grocer for once 
again letting us stage our 
book drop-offs and giving 
us a generous donation, 
to Randy Severn of Five-
Star Moving for providing 
a BIG truck and drivers 
to help move the boxes 
from the book barn to 
the Farmers’ Institute, to 
Callum and friends and 
John Quesnel for moving 
more boxes from Cal-
lum’s school bus in the 
south end to the Farm-
ers’ Institute, to the New 
Beginnings program 
volunteers who helped 
load and unload, to Tim 
and John at TJ Beans and 
Steve at Salt Spring Cof-
fee for supplying our vol-
unteers with life-saving 
coffee during the set-up, 
sale and take-down, to 
Laurie Hedger from Lau-
rie’s Recycling for use of a 
dumpster — even though 
it turned out we needed 
all that cardboard this 
year — to Razali Wahab of 
Barnyard Grafix for last-
minute help with signage, 
to Paul Roberts for draft-
ing us a beautiful new 
map this year of where 
each category would go, 
to all the many volun-
teers who worked really 
hard setting up tables, 
unloading and unpack-
ing 746 boxes (that’s over 
20,000 books) and setting 
up all the books with the 
spines facing the same 
way, and for many of the 
same volunteers and oth-
ers for helping on Sunday 
to repack all the unsold 
books, loading them into 
the truck, taking down all 
the tables and cleaning 
up. 

Special thanks to Barry 
Dunster for all your sup-
port each year, and last 
but certainly not least, 
many thanks to Judi 
Francis for organizing 
all the volunteers and 
food, Dawn Luker and 
Scott Merrick for han-
dling all the advertising, 
and Evelyn Smith for 
always being there to 
create signs and design 
name tags, and picking 
up the many, many loose 
ends! Lynne Johnson, Salt 
Spring Literacy,

Rants and Roses

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

News 
UpDates

PhOtOS BY JEN MAcLELLAN 

santa’s HElPErs: From left, elves Fern Junker-Allen, Molly Divers and Kane O’Scalleigh are ready to assist Santa as he heads 
to Mahon hall to meet with island children on Saturday afternoon. Kids had their photos taken with Santa by Alice Richards of the 
Driftwood, and participated in craft tables set up by the SS Arts council. At right, Ayla Stevens finds the excitement a bit too much. 

SHOP 7 DAYS A WEEK 250-537-5551

Home Owners helping  HomeownersTM

Easier to 
have it than 

go get it!
❄

❄

❄

❄ ❄

❄
❄ ❄

MALLORY
Snow Scraper with 

Squeegee Brush
$5.87

❄
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KITS

DJECO ART KITS

MAGIC
KITS

“Thank you for shopping locally”
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ON CALL &
  ON TIME
Our Island's
only Interprovincial
Journeymen Glaziers

• Auto Glass
• Residential & Commercial
• Aluminum Fabrication
• Custom Skylights
• Mirrors & Shower Doors
• Custom Sunrooms

Free Estimates
Your "clear" choice for glass.

TROY KAYE
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Kerry Chalmers
250.537.9977

kerryjchalmers@gmail.com
www.saltspring-realestate.com

When is your now?
Today, or in

five more years?
Call me today and lets get

started on your dream!

Salt Spring

OPINION

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

immediate response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

O n  P r e m i s e s  W i n e  a n d  B e e r  m a k i n g
at

131 Price road  •  250 931 1963 
Tues. - saT. 12:30 - 4:30 or by aPPT.

Wine Cellart H e


Wines, Beers, Ciders & Coolers.

Harry & gerry

Visitor centre 
volunteers

This is a special week for over 50 
volunteers at the Visitor Centre.  The 
Chamber of Commerce and Moby’s pub 
are hosts to an appreciation lunch on 
Thursday.

The many dedicated volunteers, 
some with over 15 years experience, 
keep the centre open all year, as Salt 
Spring is a year-round destination.

It is closed only Christmas Day,  Box-
ing Day  and New Year’s Day.  

Courses, which are run twice a year, 
in the spring and fall, are given through 
Tourism BC for everyone wishing to par-
ticipate. When the volunteers finish the 
course they complete 40 hours before 
becoming a regular volunteer.

 It is very important for volunteers to 
go on the familiarization tours to visit 
the  accommodations, local businesses 
and the studio tour people.

Thousands of visitors pass through 
the centre each year from all over the 
world.    

It is also a learning experience through 
the questions that have to be answered.   

There is never a dull moment at 
the centre, especially in the summer 
months, as there are over 100 accom-
modations to be filled.
LAURA MOORE, 
G a n G e s  V i s i t o r  C e n t r e

Democracy lost 
Ahh the wonders of BC Hydro. I asked 

the installer to go away and he did, tell-
ing me I would be contacted. Didn’t 
happen.

I had understood the new meter could 
be installed on a pole and requested it to 
be faced north so as not to disrupt my 
neighbour or anyone else.

Can’t be done as it is a socket and all 
the installer is capable of is switching it 
out, so I said I will opt out. Sorry, he said, 
no one can opt out, they are going to be 
installed. They are Hydro’s property and 
they can change them out however they 
want and it doesn’t matter that other 
places have allowed opt outs.

And I was told there is no problem 
with these meters; that they do not affect 
people, they have done a study and 
been tested.

So to sum up I guess I will be having 
a meter shoved up my property and 
shan’t complain. Democracy was a great 
experiment and I enjoyed it very much.
TOM DAVID, 
C e d a r  L a n e

Ways of coping with sad explored
By JIM STANDEN

I was very impressed by the 
On Salt Spring Time column 
entitled Make Use of Dark-
ness for Reflection, Renewal in 
the Oct. 31 Driftwood by Alan 
Caplan.  

In the article, Alan suggests 
this darker time of year natu-
rally encourages us to turn 
inwards and to use the time 
for personal touching base, 
reflection, growth and renewal.  
He finished the piece with the 
question “What are some of 
the ways that you have discov-
ered to get you through these 
times?”

My wife and I start with an 
appreciation of the quieter 
sense of the island in winter. 
Less people, less traffic and less 
noise. That noise is replaced 
by the quieter sounds of wind 
and rain or if you can find 
one, a seasonal waterfall. It is 
a time to watch for the return-
ing eagles and to feed the year-
round hummers. And it is so so 
green. We don’t have 30 things 
on the daily agenda (the sum-
mertime experience), only a 
mere 20 (such is the Salt Spring 
experience). We can slow down.

Personally, I find it a good 
time for enhancing my social 
network. Especially for recon-
necting with old friends that 
have slipped away. It becomes 
a time for longer and deeper 
catch-up conversations, over 
warm tea and near a crackling 

fireplace, or over the cooking 
of a fresh, thick and tasty stick-
to-your-ribs barley and wild 
mushroom soup.  

However, my wife Sheri has 
a special challenge. She suffers 
from seasonal affective disor-
der (SAD). 

The weather here will natu-
rally bounce from mostly rain 
and cloud, to some occasion-
al sun. Sheri’s mood is simi-
lar, but the highs and lows are 
somewhat independent of the 
sun conditions, and therefore 
less predictable. Nevertheless, 
when the sun is out, we drop 
everything and run to the near-
est outcropping to bag those 
rays. And we have created a 
special set of additional tools, 
and that is what I would like to 

describe today.
We have made enhance-

ments to our home. A dear 
friend introduced us to elec-
tronic dawn simulators and so 
our bedroom lights now mirror 
the lighting conditions of early 
September (the lights automat-
ically turn on over a period of 
time — our choice was 45 min-
utes, starting at 6:15). 

We have also enhanced her 
creature comforts by install-
ing bathroom in-floor heating, 
variable full spectrum lighting 
and some interior flowers.

Other practices that we know 
work have been daily yoga, 
meditation and dog walks, tons 
of Vitamin D (especially from 
natural sources like locally 
grown Shiitake mushrooms 
from Jacob Cooper), acupunc-
ture and chiropractic sessions.

But physical and medicinal 
solutions can only go so far.  
True happiness and support 
comes from our social con-
nections. My wife and I engage 
with each other in our special 
place, the window seat in our 
home. There with a warm drink 
and eye-to-eye and toe-to-toe 
conversation under a cozy 
comforter, the depth of our 
conversation is unparalleled. 

Gathering with special 
friends in our home to make 
gourmet apple pies or a deli-
cious antipasto can be so fulfill-
ing. From the event-planning 
conversations to the follow-

up freezer pulls months later, 
these gifts live long.

But what else can be done 
to make the darker days light-
er? For this we have devised 
some clever tricks. We are arti-
ficially preloaded those days 
with some off-setting pleasant 
experiences. Sheri has selected 
a page-turner book and reads 
to an especially fun part. She 
has then closed the book and 
saved it. We have done a simi-
lar thing with a DVD TV series, 
usually around a cliff-hang-
er. She has something to look 
forward to on those “less good” 
days, when the story secrets 
can be revealed.  

But even those can be antici-
pated and perhaps diminished 
by a tricky knowledgeable 
human brain, so our solution 
is . . . an envelope containing 
notes with loving surprises. A 
slip can be withdrawn from the 
envelope, but only as required 
(and Sheri has no idea what is 
on each slip — tee hee). 

Some of the above sug-
gestions were derived from 
the work of Shawn Achor on 
Creating our own Happiness 
Advantage. If you are interested 
in digging deeper, a very good 
introductory video is his TED 
presentation available on You-
tube. I would recommend it for 
anybody.

The writer is a Salt Spring 
resident.

PhOtO BY JEN MAcLELLAN 

santa & HIs 
slEIGH-drIVEr: 
Santa takes a moment 
to give elf St. clair 
Mccoll of Salt Spring 
Air a hug of thanks for 
getting him to Gan-
ges harbour safely on 
Saturday afternoon. 
From the plane Santa 
hopped into a Salt 
Spring Fire Rescue truck 
and met with children 
at Mahon hall for pho-
tos and other fun. 

Gathering with 

special friends in our 

home to make 

gourmet apple 

pies or a delicious 

antipasto can be so 

fulfilling. 

Christmas 
on the Islands

Starting at $12.95

THIS YEAR GIVE~

• handmade 
• LocaL 
• 100% naturaL

131 mcPhillips ave.   next to new Library  
250.537.2701

www.saltspringsoapworks.com

A
MORE LETTERS
continued from 7
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• Come to our licensed premises for 10 minutes to 
purchase and start premium kits or bring your own 
blackberries and other fruits.

• Our expert staff does the remaining fermenting, 
 clearing and finishing steps.
• Come and bottle the final products in 3 to 12 weeks.

• Come to our licensed premises for 10 minutes to 
purchase and start premium kits or bring your own 
blackberries and other fruits.

• Our expert staff does the remaining fermenting, 
 clearing and finishing steps.
• Come and bottle the final products in 3 to 12 weeks.

How to make your own wine,
cider & more - the easy way

How to make your own wine,
cider & more - the easy way

Bishop’s Brew House
770 Walker’s Hook Road

Bishop’s Brew House
770 Walker’s Hook Road

June Simmons
250-537-1429

June Simmons
250-537-1429

premium kitsor bring your own
blackberries and
other fruits
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250-537-2167
DROP OFF AT: 360 BLACKBURN RD

250-537-2167
DROP OFF AT: 360 BLACKBURN RD

1st

1st

...in Residential Service

...in Container Service

...in Commercial Service

...in Special Clean-ups

...in Customer Service

...in Residential Service

...in Container Service

...in Commercial Service

...in Special Clean-ups

...in Customer Service

Here's my Card!
Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising 
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy 
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.
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SAVE THE HST!

•	 Lawn	mowing,	weedwacking
•	 Leaf	cleanup	(blowing,	raking)
•	 Tree,	branch	cleanup	(chainsaw)
•	 Pressure	washing
•	 Gutters
•	 Property	maintenance	&	more
ASK ABOUT THE SENIORS DISCOUNT12%

OFF

Fall Fix Up SpecialFall Fix Up Special
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at Harbour Hair
Gallery No appointment necessary 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm

250-931-1114
135 RaiNboW Road 

Same building as the Co-op Gas 
Look for me through the side door!

your hair destination

Make
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Simon Jones
Lead Technician / Sales Associate

Si Guy’s Computer Services
we make technology work for you!

WE FIX (ALL PARTS):  
Cell Phones
Tablets 
iPods

• On-site Service
• Custom Builds
• Networking

• Upgrades
• Data Transfers
• Virus Removal

WE UNLOCK:  
Cell Phones

1400 Quadra Street 
Victoria, BC V8W 2L1
www.siguyscomputers.com 
Ph: 250-590-6467
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scheduled pool 
maintenance

Holger@hermann.ca
250-537-5147

100 Twinflower Way,
Saltspring Island

www.gulfislandspas.com
Serving all the Gulf Islands since 1999

The Island’s Complete
Hot Tub, Pool & Sauna
Sales & Service Centre

The Island’s Complete
Hot Tub, Pool & Sauna
Sales & Service Centre

Weekly, Bi-Weekly Pool &
Spa Maintenance
Parts & Supplies Stocked

scheduled pool 
maintenance

Holger@hermann.ca
250-537-5147

100 Twinflower Way,
Saltspring Island

www.gulfislandspas.com
Serving all the Gulf Islands since 1999

Weekly, Bi-Weekly Pool &
Spa Maintenance
Parts & Supplies Stocked

By TERRI fRom IWAV
Nov. 25 is the International Day 

for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women. For those in the 
Southern Gulf Islands, Island 
Women Against Violence (IWAV) 
would like to encourage commu-
nity members to learn something 
new about this global issue. 

While women activists have 
recognized Nov. 25 since 1981, the 
United Nations General Assembly 
eventually adopted this Interna-
tional Day in 1999. According to 
their website: This date came from 
the brutal assassination in 1960 of 
the three Mirabal sisters, political 
activists in the Dominican Repub-
lic, on orders of Dominican ruler 
Rafael Trujillo (1930-1961). 

While we recognize this day, we 
also want to acknowledge the cam-
paign called 16 Days of Activism 
Against Gender Based Violence, 
Nov. 25 to Dec. 10, which links the 
elimination of violence against 
women with human rights. Visit 
the Human Rights Initiative web-
site at www.hrsi.ceu.hu for more 
information.

Q: What is the white ribbon 
campaign?

A: To learn all about this cam-
paign, visit www.whiteribbon.ca. 

Following are some excerpts 
from the website:

How did the WRC get started?
In 1991, a handful of men in 

Canada decided they had a respon-
sibility to urge men to speak out 
about violence against women. 
Wearing a white ribbon would be a 
symbol of men’s opposition to vio-
lence against women. With only six 
weeks of preparation, 100,000 men 
across Canada wore a white ribbon, 
while many others were drawn into 

discussion and debate. 
What does it mean to wear a 

white ribbon?
Wearing a white ribbon is a per-

sonal pledge to never commit, 
condone or remain silent about 
violence against women and girls. 
Wearing a white ribbon is a way of 
saying, “Our future has no violence 
against women.”

Q:  What is our responsibility as 
community members to end vio-
lence and support those in need?

A: Women, children and men 
who are abused can learn more 
about the cycle of violence, who 
your supports are, what you should 
take with you when you leave, and 
where to go for support. Gather 
phone numbers and important 
paperwork at a safe place. If you are 
in danger, leave. Take your children 
with you. Call someone for help. 
Transition house support workers 
answer the crisis line 24/7.

People who are violent must: 
STOP. Seek counselling, mediation 
or legal help.  Call transition house 
support workers on the crisis line 
any time, seven days a week for a 
referral.

Service providers (such as Tran-
sition House, Children who Wit-
ness Abuse Counselling, Stopping 
the Violence Counselling and Out-
reach Support programs) offer non-
judgemental listening and support 
in a time of crisis, provide referrals 
to programs and services, and sup-
port women in crisis to find a safe 
place to live, as well as counselling 
and ongoing support. Transition 
house workers or counsellors can 
refer you to other resources such as 
the hospital, RCMP/Victims Assis-
tance, Community Services and 
many other services.

Other community members 
(friends, family, co-workers, and 
neighbours) and service provid-
ers may be able to help store your 
belongings, have understanding 
and compassion, help you find a 
place to live, listen non-judgement-
ally, provide safety (emotionally 
and physically), encourage you to 
find a safe place to go, refer you to 
the Transition House and speak out 
against violence in all its forms.

 Island Women Against Violence 
is an organization on Salt Spring 
Island dedicated to supporting 
women who have been or are vic-
tims of abuse. The organization 
began in 1992, after a brutal home 
invasion here on Salt Spring, which 
was the catalyst for the Gulf Islands 
Women’s Resource Network to 
form.

For more information on the 
cycle of abuse, types of abuse and 
what you can do, there are a num-
ber of options. One is to call IWAV’s 
Salt Spring Island Transition House 
and Crisis Line at 250-537-0735 (toll 
free 1-877-435-7544).  You may also 
email us at ssitransitionhouse@
iwav.org. Visit IWAV’s website at 
www.iwav.org. 

Another source of information 
is the Salt Spring Women Opposed 
to Violence and Abuse (SWOVA)’s 
resource library, located at 344 
Lower Ganges Rd. Their website is 
http://www.swova.org/.  

Thank you for your interest in 
this worldwide problem, for the 
more we know the more we can 
move toward a world where all 
women are treated with respect 
and dignity.  

The writer is a support worker 
with Island Women Against Violence. 

PhOtO BY JEN MAcLELLAN

dEadPan: Mary 
Lynn Pascas puts little 
bunny ears over Jim 
Burrows, who hosted a 
silent auction fund-
raiser for Pascas at the 
clubhouse at the golf 
club, while her husband 
Mark Devereux smiles. 
the event will help 
fund dental surgery for 
Pascas, who was injured 
when struck by a cyclist 
in Ganges last month. 
See our Roses section 
on Page 8 for an official 
thank you.

Aiming to eliminate violence
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s a l e
up to 35% off

Unique Teak 
Eco Furniture

♦

Jewellery
♦

African Baskets
$28.95

AMBER CASA

136 Lower Ganges Road (next to Salt Spring Inn)

L
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A Gift-a-Day!

$8,400 in FUEL 
to be given away!

Santa has arrived early at Mid Island Co-op, with $25.00 in fuel 
being given away PER DAY at EACH of our 14 retail locations!

Nanaimo: Bowen Road, Bruce Avenue, Brooks Landing, Cranberry Avenue, Woodgrove Crossing, Victoria Crescent,
4750 Hammond Bay Road • Ladysmith:  Coronation Mall • Parksville: Alberni Hwy & Church Road • Downtown Parksville:  

222 East Island Hwy  Whiskey Creek: 3702 Alberni Hwy • Gabriola:  North Road • Salt Spring Island: 135 Rainbow Road • 
 Chemainus: Island Hwy & Smiley Road

MID ISLAND
CO-OP

CALLING ALL SALT SPRING BUSINESSES...
GET READY FOR THE ANNUAL

SATURDAY, DEC. 8TH
CATEgoRiES: 

	 •	Best	All	Round							•	Best	Use	of	Lights		
	 •	Most	Creative									•	People’s	Choice

PRizes	&	RiBBons	AwARded:
First	Place	$100*		|		second	Place	$75*

People’s	Choice	Award	$150*
(in	ad	credits	with	the	driftwood)

decorate	your	store	or	office,	
using	your	imagination	&	creativity	-	anyway	you	like!

DriftwoodGulf Islands
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Christmas Light-Up
Decorating Contest

MeRCHAnTs:	eMAiL	oR	FAX	THis	enTRY	
To	THe	dRiFTwood

Business:____________________________________________

Contact Name:_________________________________________

Contact Phone Number:____________________________________

Business address to be judged:________________________________

FAX	To	THe	dRiFTwood	250-537-2613	BY	wed.,	deC.	5TH,	noon
oR	eMAiL:	driftwood@gulfislands.net

PeoPLes	CHoiCe	AwARd
dRoP	THis	enTRY	AT	THe	CoURTesY	CoUnTeR	AT	CoUnTRY	GRoCeR	oR	

THRiFTY	Foods	BeFoRe	noon	MondAY	deCeMBeR	10TH.
oR	eMAiL	YoUR	PeoPLes	CHoiCe	AwARd	voTe	To:	driftwood	@gulfislands.net

Business Name:________________________________________

Why did you choose this business?_____________________________

_________________________________________________

AAttention New 
Salt Springers!

Don't miss your 
opportunity for a 

great welcome visit.
Call Marilyn today 
for your greeting, 
gifts & useful info.
250-653-4445

Welcome Wagon
A Canadian Tradition 

Since 1930

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gulfislandsdriftwood
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140 Fulford-Ganges Road  •  250.537.5882

The most affordable & 
treasured gift is a special 
one-of-a-kind 
ornament...
we have 
hundreds!

S

PARC NEWS 

Trails-at-a-glance brochure now 
By LoRRAiNE BREWStER
P A R C  G e n e R A l  M A n A G e R

Hot off the press! If you haven’t 
picked up a copy of the new trails 
guide, please do. The brochure 
provides a complete overview of 
our trail system on Salt Spring 
Island. Copies are available at 
the PARC office. Due to limited 
copies, we ask that you take only 
one and share with a friend and 
recycle. 

Trail news
The trail crew has been work-

ing on the Dean-Drake Road 
trail, completing one of the three 
ravines and working on the base 
for the pathway. Completion is 
expected next year and will be 
a great addition to the overall 
trail system. The trail crew also 
completed installation of a new 
bridge on the Blackburn trail.  

The season has now ended for 

the trail crew and they will be 
back in March 2013.  Congratula-
tions to the crew on a great job. 
Well done!

Rainbow  Road Pool 
Don’t miss the Down & Deep 

water fitness program. We 
are pleased to announce that 
we have an instructor for this 
popular class. Karen Curtin is a 
highly trained fitness instruc-
tor and will be providing quality 
instruction. The class is running 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Partici-
pants will enjoy 30 minutes of 
floor work followed by 60 min-
utes of water exercise in the 
deep end. Flotation belts will be 
worn to increase the intensity of 

the workout. For this class, we 
ask that participants know how 
to swim.  

Coming soon — Santa! Santa 
will be coming to the pool on 
Sunday, Dec. 23. More details 
to follow.

Pickle ball at Portlock Park
Calling all pickle ball players! 

Tennis courts 3 and 4 at Portlock 
Park have been painted for pickle 
ball fun (and of course you can 
use them to play tennis). Check 
out this growing recreational 
game that all ages can play.  

Bring Your Branches 
Salt Spring residents are 

invited to bring branches and 
other woody yard waste to the 
Rainbow Road Pool site. Please 
access from Rainbow Road at 
the front of the pool and drive 
to the back. All material must 
be clean and suitable for chip-

ping, with no invasive spe-
cies, stumps, stones, garbage 
or waste. A donation of $5 per 
pickup load or $2 per car load 
is requested to cover the cost of 
chipping. This drop-off will be 
available from October to April 
on the last Saturday of every 
month with the exception of 
December. 

Leaf Exchange
The new Leaf Exchange will 

take place at 234 Kanaka Rd. 
every Saturday during the fall 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Residents 
are asked to bring bags of leaves 
(only leaves) and empty them 
into the leaf enclosure, ensur-
ing that leaves are free of pet 
waste and other contaminants. 

Those who require leaves for 
mulch or compost are invited 
to take one pickup load per 
family. 

FiNANCE

ISCU steps into Pender banking gap
New branch to open 
mid-December

 
Island Savings Credit Union 

has announced it will open a 
new branch on North Pender 
Island next month to fill the 
need for banking services after 
HSBC closes its location. 

Island Savings will take over 
the existing HSBC outlet on 
Bedwell Harbour Road and its 
staff when the former institu-
tion ends its nearly 25 years of 
operation on Dec. 7.

“We have a very success-
ful banking model that is well 
suited for island living,” Island 
Savings president and CEO 
Rod Dewar explained in a press 
release.

“Our or iginal  expansion 
plans for  2012/2013 were 
focused primarily on the Vic-
toria and Duncan areas; how-
ever, when we heard about the 

dilemma that Pender Island 
residents and business own-
ers faced, we felt compelled to 
look seriously at a solution that 
would work for the community 
and ourselves.”

Pender Island resident Janie 
McAulay, a former general 
manager  of Island Savings, 
will be working to set up oper-
ations for the new branch, 
which is expected to open for 
business within the week of 
Dec. 10.

To make it easier for resi-
dents and businesses who 
wish to transition to Island 
Savings, they will be invited 
to do so by either accessing an 
online membership form after 
Nov. 26, or by meeting with 
Island Savings employees who 
will be in the community prior 
to the HSBC closure.

Basic deposit and transac-
tion services, account open-
ings, term deposits and RRSPs 

will be available during the 
first 60 days. Support will be 
offered from Island Savings’ 
other branches for any other 
banking needs in that time. 

In its  second phase,  the 
Pender branch will be able to 
offer virtually all other ser-
vices, including credit cards, 
lending through its business 
development team, small busi-
ness services and bi-weekly 
personal financial planning 
and advice appointments.

Island Savings will also be 
extending its Waves of Kind-
ness offer to new members of 
the Pender Island branch until 
Dec. 31. 

Fo r  e v e r y  n e w  m e m b e r 
account that meets the offer’s 
criteria, the account holder 
will receive $50 and can direct 
a matching donation of $50 
from Island Savings to a reg-
istered, local charity of his or 
her choice.

PARCPOSTInGS
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B.C. Coastal Ferries Consultation and Engagement 
October 29 to December 21, 2012

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure is inviting the public and communities to participate in 
the B.C. Coastal Ferries Consultation and Engagement.

The province-wide consultation and engagement process will gather input on elements of the government’s vision 
of connecting coastal communities in an affordable, efficient and sustainable manner, as well as considerations to 
address the immediate challenges facing the coastal ferry system. 

How Input Will Be Used
Input received through the consultation and engagement process will be considered, along with technical,  
financial and policy considerations, as the Ministry determines how to achieve $26 million in savings to 2016        
and plans for the long-term sustainability of the coastal ferry network.

Small Group Meeting Schedule
To attend a small group meeting in your community, please e-mail coastalferriesengagement@gov.bc.ca or call     
toll-free at 1 855 387-7882 with your name, contact information and which meeting you would like to attend. 

Community Date Time Location

Nanaimo November 15 Completed Coast Bastion Inn

Salt Spring Island November 15 Completed The Harbour House Hotel

Cortes Island November 28 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Gorge Hall

Victoria December 5 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Hotel Grand Pacific

Public Open House Schedule
The first 90 minutes will be a public open house. The second 90 minutes will be a question and answer session with 
the project team. No RSVP is required for public open houses. 

Community Date Time Location
Gabriola Island November 13 Completed The Haven

Penelakut (Kuper Island) November 14 Completed Adult Learning Centre

Thetis Island November 14 Completed Thetis Island Forbes Community Hall

Pender Island November 14 Completed Pender Islands Community Hall

Salt Spring Island November 15 Completed The Harbour House Hotel

Nanaimo November 15 Completed Coast Bastion Inn

Galiano Island November 17 Completed Galiano Community Hall

Quadra Island November 27 Completed Quadra Island Community Centre

Mayne Island December 3 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Mayne Island Community Centre

Saturna Island December 4 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Saturna Island Community Hall

Texada Island December 5 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Texada Island Community Hall

Victoria December 5 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Hotel Grand Pacific

Hornby Island December 8 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Hornby Island Community Hall

Denman Island December 8 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Denman Island Community School

Schedule subject to change. Please check web site for the full schedule.

MoTI Ad #940A
Week 6 -
 BC Ferries 
Engagement
 
5 col x 155 lines
7.31” X  11.071”

Gulf Islands 
Driftwood - Nov. 28

To provide feedback, please contact us at:
www.coastalferriesengagement.ca

Write a submission to: coastalferriesengagement@gov.bc.ca or 
P.O. Box 2223 Vancouver Main, Vancouver, B.C.  V6B 3W2

Call toll-free: 1 855 387-7882

old frIEnd: No, this isn’t a shot of a truck in a present or future Ganges 
fire hall, it’s the 1986 International tender donated last year to a humanitarian 
group called Operation Nicaragua. Poppy Steele, sister of Salt Spring resident 
John Steele, snapped this photo of the truck, which still bears the Salt Spring 
department name, while visiting Granada, Nicaragua recently. 

ISLANDS TRUST 

Secondary 
suites bylaw 
takes next step
Proposed pilot 
area to include 
1,600 properties

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The time has come 
for a public hearing to 
discuss the legalization 
of secondary suites on a 
pilot basis in designated 
parts of Salt Spring Island, 
according to local Trust 
committee members 
who gave second reading 
to proposed Bylaw 461 on 
Thursday afternoon.

“We can massage the 
bylaw until the cows 
come home,” said LTC 
member George Grams 
at the  regular public 
business meeting. “We 
have an adequate docu-
ment to go to public 
hearing with on the basis 
that further changes will 
occur.”

According to language 
in proposed Bylaw 461, 
secondary suites would 
be permitted on nearly 
1,600 island properties 
as long as they do not 
exceed 90 square metres 
(968 square feet), comply 
with water supply and 
building code require-
ments mandated by the 
Capital Regional District, 
and meet a list of further 
requirements outlined 
in the three-page docu-
ment.

In its current form, the 
bylaw would allow sec-
ondary suites on proper-
ties located within 600 
metres of public transit. 
Excluded are proper-
ties in areas of expressed 
concern for water and 
sewage management. 
These include all water 
improvement districts 
except the North Salt 

Spring Waterworks Dis-
trict.

The resulting pilot 
area represents relative-
ly small swaths of land 
between Ganges and 
Vesuvius, an area south 
of Ganges, many of the 
properties near Long 
Harbour Road and limit-
ed areas in the Burgoyne 
Valley. A map of the pilot 
area is attached to the 
proposed bylaw.

According to a staff 
report presented to the 
Nov. 22 LTC meeting, the 
proposed pilot area is 
considered phase one of 
a larger strategy for sec-
ondary suites.

“Enlarging the pilot 
area is expected to be 
considered in further 
phases,” reads the report. 

Considerations like 
the ability to operate a 
bed and breakfast within 
a suite and proximity to 
public transit, Grams 
said, are among some of 
the topics that may war-
rant further discussion 
at the public hearing 
stage. LTC member Peter 
Grove flagged a require-
ment that property own-
ers must “occupy either 
the principal dwelling or 
the secondary suite” as a 
concern.

Trust staff acknowl-
edged the importance 
of establishing an effec-
tive bylaw enforcement 
strategy to ensure the 
owners of existing ille-
gal suites within the 
pilot area obtain a CRD 
building permit. More 
information about such 
a strategy is expected in 
time for December’s LTC 
meeting.

A public hearing on 
proposed Bylaw 461 
could take place in Feb-
ruary or March 2013.
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52 weeks $47.50 + tax
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E-edition
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$36.00 + tax

Call Jamie now
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FulFord Village 250-653-4321

• UNIQUE SPECIALTY FOODS 
• GIFT BASKETS 
MADE TO ORDER 

• CHRISTMAS PUDDING 
• DELICIOUS CRISPS 

• GIFT WRAPPING 
• UNDER $20 GIFT CUPBOARD 

• GOURMET TEA SELECTION
• JAPANESE CONDIMENTS 

• HOSTESS GIFTS 
• HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING 

SUPPLIES 
• ETC.

We have invested in a generator system, 
so when the power is out in the South End, 

head to the store!

P
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Christmas Pottery Sale
at Pat Webber’s Studio

425 Stewart Road, Saltspring Island, BC
Saturday Dec 1st and Sunday Dec 2nd

10 am to 4 pm
250-537-8871

Hare Today, 
Gone Tomorrow
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PRIME RIB DINNERAAA ANGUS BEEF
Every Thursday 5pm

537-9339

All day Monday 
    

$14.95

2
50-537-9339

and a

BURGER AND A PINT
20 oz

Arts&
Entertainment
HOLIDAYS

Christmas activities get underway  

PhOtO BY JEN MAcLELLAN 

terry Barber, a Ganges Visitor centre volunteer, 
helps decorate the centre as a gingerbread house 
for the holiday season. 

CONCERT PREVIEW 

Concert band pirouettes into the season
A Night at the Ballet 
this Saturday

The holiday season will 
spring onto the ArtSpring 
stage on Saturday night with 
the Salt Spring Concert Band’s 
presentation of A Night at the 
Ballet. 

But don’t be fooled by the 
Dec. 1 concert’s timing, as 
the program doesn’t contain 
Christmas carols. 

“It’s nice to do repertoire 
that is sort of seasonal and 
sparkling and makes you think 
of the holidays, and I thought 
of ballet music because there’s 
so much that coincides with 

the holiday season,” said con-
cert band director Dawn Hage 
last week. 

The evening’s program 
will include selections from 
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake and 
Nutcracker ballets, and the 
Peer Gynt Suite by Edvard 
Grieg. 

March of the Toys from 
Victor Herbert’s Babes in 
Toyland operetta is another 
Christmas-like melody, and 
a medley from the Broadway 
musical A Chorus Line will 
also send familiar tunes out 
to the audience.

One of several “blockbust-
er” pieces is called Chore-
ography by Robert Sheldon, 

which draws its inspiration 
from modern dance move-
ments. 

Hage is particularly excited 
about the orchestral version 
of the Coppélia ballet piece 
by Léo Delibes. It is both chal-
lenging and beautiful, and in 
one movement it features the 
upper woodwinds mimicking 
the sound and movements of 
a mechanical doll. 

Pineapple Poll — a ballet 
based on the music of Gil-
bert & Sullivan — is another 
special piece that’s almost a 
tongue-in-cheek play on G&S 
music. 

“There’s a lot of humour 
in it and you will recognize 

snippets of The Mikado and 
Pirates of Penzance and other 
pieces.”

“I think it’s going to be a 
really fun show to listen to,” 
said Hage. 

It’s also a family-friendly 
concert, with a lot of familiar 
melodies and upbeat music. 

Thanks to the lighting wiz-
ardry of Marv Coulthard, 
the evening will also include 
some multi-media elements. 

A Night at the Ballet starts at 
7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $16 for adults 
and $5 for youth, and avail-
able through ArtSpring at 250-
537-2102 or tickets.artspring.
ca.

Light-up action in town

The countdown to Christmas begins 
this weekend with a December-long 
Christmas on Salt Spring promotion 
brought to the island by a team of spir-
ited community members, in addition 
to popular annual activities.

The craft fairs at Beaver Point and Ful-
ford community halls run Friday eve-
ning through Sunday afternoon, while 
the Salt Spring Arts Council’s Winter-
Craft show opens Friday and runs until 
Dec. 16. 

On Saturday, Dec. 1, the shopping 
opportunities double with a Christmas 
craft sale taking place at St. Mary’s Angli-
can Church. A swap & shop benefitting 
the Salt Spring Co-op Preschool takes 
place at Salt Spring Elementary School 
gym, offering great finds for kids and 
adults alike.

New this year is a Light up the Night 
Chili Cook-off, which takes place at the 
Ganges fire hall on Saturday afternoon. 
Registration and set-up is from 3 to 4 
p.m., and entries must have a complete 
list of ingredients available to display. 
First prize is a $100 gift certificate to 
any local restaurant, with a $50 surprise 
prize for the people’s choice award. 

A stroll through Ganges at dusk on 
Saturday will offer live music and special 
street performers. Caroling starts at 4:30 

p.m., followed by the official village light-
up at 5:30 p.m. 

Business owners wanting to enter the 
Driftwood’s annual decorating contest 
have until Wednesday, Dec. 5 to enter. 
(See ad on Page 11.)

On Thursday, Dec. 6, local businesses 
will offer the Open Late Shop & Social, 
with participating shops open until 8 
p.m. After shopping, folks can enjoy the 
results when local mixologists compete 
to create the Glowtini, the signature 
cocktail of Christmas on Salt Spring. 
“Get Your Glow On” at the Harbour 
House Hotel and benefit the Copper 
Kettle Community Partnership.

Santa’s Workshop returns to the 
Mouat’s garden shed, located beside the 
Tree House Cafe. It will be open during 
the Shop & Social on Dec. 6. and again 
on Saturday, Dec. 15 and Dec. 22. Santa 
will be in residence with his elves and 
available for photos with children and 
pets. A North Pole mail box and a board 
outlining all the holiday events in the 
coming weeks will be on site.

The tradition of Merry Monday con-
tinues in Fulford Harbour on Dec. 17. 
The fun family event features a carolling 
sing-a-long with Valdy and outdoor hot 
apple cider.  Fulford businesses will also 
be open late for shopping.

A complete list of Christmas on Salt 
Spring events can be found at www.
christmasonsaltspring.com. 

www.
salt 

spring
fine
art

consulting
.com

fine art services • anthony matthews

250 537 8414

I
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Santa
LIONS

Ship
Saturday Dec. 8th 

6:30 pm Santa arrives at Coast Guard Dock.

Come early to see the 
fireworks display as Santa 
comes into the harbour.

Follow Santa into Mouat’s Mall. 
Give him your 
wish list for Christmas. 
He’ll also visit Greenwoods 
and Lady Minto Hospital.

sponsored by 
BELLINGHAM & 
SSI LIONS CLUB
Fuel generously 

donated by 
COLUMBIA FUELS
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BUY ONE GET ONE FREE!
Four Days Only

Wednesday to Saturday Nov. 28 - Dec. 1
Buy one Non Fiction brand sweatshirt, t-shirt, hoodie or sweatpants.

Receive a second item of equal or lesser value free!

BOGO
EVENT!

Great quality, service 
& selection since 1907

250-537-5593
www.mouatsclothing.com  

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
VISITING BANDS 

Leonard Cohen tribute comes to island 
Tower of Song on 
Saturday

Three celebrated B.C. sing-
ers are bringing their creative 
tribute to the music of Leonard 
Cohen to Moby’s pub on Satur-
day night. 

Tower of Song features Oli-
ver Swain, Anne Schaefer and 
Glenna Garramone presenting 
a night of rare and classic selec-
tions written by Leonard Cohen, 
along with some original com-
positions and readings.

“Produced for the first time 
in June of 2011 at Vancouver’s 
Media Club, Tower of Song 
gave Swain and Garramone 
the chance to collaborate on 
Cohen’s rich material, and the 
chemistry was obvious — to 
them and to the packed house 

at the Media Club,” explains 
press material. “In the spring 
of 2012 they teamed up again 
for a sold-out show at Victoria’s 
Hermann’s Jazz Club, with pro-
duction duties and the artistic 
direction being shared as col-
laboration between the two art-
ists.”

For the Dec. 1 Moby’s show 
they will be joined by special 
guest Anne Schaefer, an award-
winning vocalist and musician. 

Swain spent a dozen years 
with cutting-edge roots bands 
Outlaw Social, The Duhks and 
The Bills before releasing In a 
Big Machine to great acclaim in 
2011. He also founded Victoria’s 
FolkWest festival in that year. 

Ga r ra m o n e’s  v o i c e  i s 
described as being “some-
where between Keith Jar-
rett and Joni Mitchell,” with a 

unique approach to songwrit-
ing that was recognized when 
she earned the grand prize in 
the 2010 Artswells Songwriting 
Contest.

Schaefer’s awards include 
Vocalist of the Year at the 2004 
Island Music Awards, Song-
writer of the Year and Artist of 
the Year at the 2005 IMA, and 
Favourite Jazz Artist at the 2006 
M Awards. 

“Anne Schaefer combines 
intelligent lyrics with a genre-
blurring musicality that com-
bines elements of jazz, folk and 
world music. Funny, smart, 
emotionally honest and very 
charismatic, Schaefer is a local 
treasure and mesmerizes audi-
ences with her unique brand of 
everything.”

Doors for Tower of Song open 
at 9 p.m.

MUSIC & MUNCH

Peaceful program at All Saints
Bertz, Murdoch and 
Everett unite for 
seasonal recital

The Dec. 5 Music and Munch 
recital features Rasma Bertz 
and friends aiming to connect 
people to the rich stillness of 
the peace within themselves 
in a program titled Poetry of 
Peace.

A collection of recitations 
and songs from seasonal cele-
brations, the All Saints By-the-
Sea event sees Bertz joined on 
vocals by Jaime Murdoch and 
Bruce Everett on flute.

“All three of us have a deep 

love of  l i fe,  of  connecting 
deeply with ourselves and in 
being alive on this planet. For 
me that means being in that 
soul space, that divine place 
within, and music has always 
been one of the ways I can do 
this.” 

Bertz invites the audience 
to “come on a journey using 
voice,  f lute  and drone to 
weave through the expecta-
tions of Advent, the compas-
sion of Nicholas of Myra, the 
grace of Chanukah, and the 
joy of the birth of the Prince 
of Peace. The thread of peace 
will take the audience from 
Byzantium to Belarus, from 
the Holy Land to the Kingdom 

of the Zulu, from New England 
to Middle Earth and beyond.” 

Ber tz  has  a  musicology 
degree from the University of 
Victoria, and continued her 
musical education at Rob-
inson College,  Cambridge, 
specializing in Baroque and 
20th-century vocal styles. She 
has sung with Women of Note 
and Bach on the Rock on Salt 
Spring, and the UVic Chamber 
Singers and Vox Humana in 
Victoria, along with numerous 
solo performances. 

Music and Munch begins at 
12:10 p.m. The music is free, 
with an optional delicious 
light lunch served afterwards 
for $5.50.  

EXHIBITIONS

Coastal imagery features 
in Davies-Shantz show
Salt Spring Gallery of Fine 
Art exhibition on to Dec. 8

The exquisite qualities of light 
and water found near the sea has 
inspired two artists currently being 
featured at the Salt Spring Gallery 
of Fine Art, with acrylic, water-
colour, etching and mixed media 
work by Dawn Davies and Lorne 
Shantz in the joint show called 
Undercurrents.

Davies was born in Maintoba but 
lived in Alberta for 50 years before 
moving to Salt Spring’s coastal 
environment in 2006. Her educa-
tion includes a Bachelor of Fine 
Art degree with honours from the 
University of Calgary and further 
training in drawing, Photoshop, 
Polaroid transfers and etching.

According to her gallery bio, 
Davies is especially influenced 
both by the impressionist style and 
by minimalist works.

“On a daily basis, [inspiration 
comes from] simple outings . . . 
a walk, a bike ride, a view of the 
ocean,” she states.

“I return to the studio with the 
feel of the late afternoon sun, the 
smell of the salt water nearby, the 
relaxed sense of well being with 
my mind full of imagery that burns 
to be painted. It is easy to slip into 
the ‘zone’ and forget the outside 
world.”

Davies is currently working on 
the balance and tension created 
with tightly rendered feathers float-
ing above loose land/seascapes.

Shantz says in his bio that much 
of his inspiration comes from 
nature: “It could be from the cor-
ner of a garden or a quiet spot on a 
reflecting lake.”

“I derive great pleasure from the 
sea, spending much of my time 
on and around it. As well, wildlife 
has always intrigued me,” his bio 
states.

“I strive to create a painting 
that is bright and colourful — one 
which conveys a feeling of tranquil-
lity and happiness. I like to build 
my paintings with a series of glazes, 
to portray a solid impression for 
the viewer.”

Though he studied art and was 
recognized for his talents during his 
high school years, Shantz did not 
make its creation a full-time pur-
suit until his family was raised 20 
years ago. Since then he has made a 
specialty of outdoor scenes, which 
include yacht portraits by commis-
sion. His work can be found in pri-
vate collections across Canada, in 
many of the states, and as far away 
as Ireland.

Salt Spring Gallery of Fine Art is 
a juried, artist-run collective. It can 
be found just up the block from the 
new library on McPhillips Avenue. 
Undercurrents runs to Dec. 8.

Oliver Swain presents Tower 
of Song with two other art-
ists at Moby’s. 

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

North End Fitness

Fit Kit
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TWO Full MONThs MEMbERshIP
ONE INFRARED sAuNA FOR TWO

ThREE TANNINg sEssIONs
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Salt Spring Concert Band
Dawn Hage, Music Director

ANight at the
Ballet

Saturday

December 1

7:30 p.m.

ArtSpring

Adults $16; Youth $5
Ticket Centre 250-537-2102
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Mon.-Fri. 7am-5pm, Sat. 8:30-5:00                      804 Fulford-Ganges Road  250-537-4978

Renovation Savings

Winter 
Time… 
Time to 

put another 
coat on !

Professional 
results 

every time 
you use it.

• Perfect for new 
drywall!

• Quick drying

• Zero Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOC)

• Very low odor
• Excellent hiding power
• Soap & Water Clean-Up

• Goes on pink and 
dries to a bright 
white

• True flat latex finish
• Low splatter
• Excellent hiding

CONCERT PREVIEW 

‘Musical force of nature’ returns to SSI
Michael Kaeshammer 
and friends perform 
Dec. 2

If there’s ever been truth to 
the old cliché “So and so needs 
no introduction,” it must surely 
apply to Michael Kaeshammer 
on Salt Spring. 

His appearance this Sun-
day at ArtSpring will be his 
fifth performance here in the 
dozen years since the arts centre 
opened. Audiences keep com-
ing back for the concerts he 
cooks up from his vast store of 
jazz, soul, pop and rhythm and 
blues influences. 

That, plus they want to see 
what unusual sounds he’ll ask 
the Steinway to produce this 
time. 

As a Toronto Star reviewer 
said: “Kaeshammer has piano 
technique to burn, and has 

an acrobatic way with a grand 
piano.”

He himself describes his 
music as “a singular brand of 
pop-tinged jazz, owing as much 

to Billy Joel and Paul McCartney 
as to Professor Longhair and 
Albert Ammons.” 

His early influences were 
the New Orleans sound of Fats 

Waller, Art Tatum and James 
Booker. The word boogie-woo-
gie keeps coming up too.

With all this blending of influ-
ences, it’s no surprise that Kaes-
hammer’s other great passion in 
life is cooking. He is probably the 
only musician in Canada whose 
website includes a personal reci-
pe for Michael’s Kale Soup.

“Together with drummer 
Mark McLean and bassist Marc 
Rogers, Kaeshammer will wow 
us all as he has on four previous 
visits,” says ArtSpring excutive 
director George Sipos. “He is a 
musical force of nature, that’s 
for sure.”

Tickets for the 7:30 p.m. per-
formance on Sunday, Dec. 2 are 
available from the ArtSpring 
Ticket Centre at 250-537-2102 
or online at tickets.artspring.ca.

Salt Spring Vineyards will host 
a wine tasting before the perfor-
mance, starting at 6:30 p.m.

FILm FESTIVAL

Cowan and Aitken hired 
for 2013 doc film festival 
Board members also 
wanted 

The 2013 Salt Spring Film Festival will 
get a boost from two paid positions cre-
ated by the festival society. 

James Cowan has been hired as the 
festival coordinator, while Jane Aitken 
assumes responsibility for the festival’s 
many administrative functions. They 
will be taking over with help from Jim 
Meadows and Diane Copeland Thomas, 
who directed the festival as volunteers 
for five years.  

According to a press release from the 
festival society, Cowan and Aitken are 
both passionate devotees of the docu-
mentary film genre and between them 
have extensive backgrounds in event 
management. 

“Cowan and his family have lived 
on the island for five years. He has a 
long involvement with music, film and 
civic festivals in Vancouver and western 
Canada. From his home office on the 
island, Cowan helps produce the West-
ern Canadian Music Awards, as well as 
doing production work for Vancouver’s 
jazz and folk festivals. For many years, 
he was employed by the Vancouver Film 
Festival as a venue manager and consul-
tant on staffing, operations and volun-
teer coordination for multiple venues.” 

Cowan says that his enthusiasm for 
documentary film springs from a pas-
sion for social justice and increased 
environmental awareness in society. 

Aitken, a recent arrival on the island 
from the U.K., brings hands-on admin-

istrative experience from the world of 
BBC television, corporate and charity 
events management, in addition to skills 
in website design and management. 

“My background is event organizing 
and my passion film, so to be able to 
combine the two on Salt Spring is won-
derful. I’m really excited to be joining the 
team and looking forward to contribut-
ing to the ongoing success of this much-
loved island festival,” she said.

Festival society director Patricia Lock-
ie said that the addition of Cowan and 
Aitken is a significant milestone in the 
festival’s history. 

“This has been, until recently, an 
exclusively volunteer effort. Many of our 
patrons don’t, perhaps, understand the 
huge amount of preparatory work that 
must be done before that one magical 
weekend in March. To know that we 
have two such competent and commit-
ted individuals working with and for us 
is very uplifting.”

Lockie added that the festival society 
is currently looking to expand its board. 

“It’s a vibrant, stimulating group of 
individuals. You don’t have to be a film 
buff to join us, just a willingness to par-
ticipate in order to get the job done.”

Anyone who feels that they may be 
interested in this aspect of the life and 
work of the festival should contact board 
chair Jim Meadows at 250-653-2009 or 
e-mail jim@saltspringfilmfestival.com 
for more information. People who have 
some knowledge of working boards and 
are enthusiastic about the festival would 
be warmly welcomed.

The 2013 film festival runs March 1-3.

Michael Kaeshammer in performance.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Avril Kirby exhibit opens next week
 Opening event at the 
Harbour House on Dec. 6

Paradoxically, “a part” and “apart” have 
opposite meanings. Avril Kirby has chosen 
to explore a range of ideas rising out of this 
paradox in her photo show at the Harbour 
House Hotel running through December.

“We are separate beings in a larger whole. 
We are always and yet never alone,” says 
Kirby.

Kirby has been finding her photographic 
voice over the past 10 years. She and her 
friend and fellow photographer, Anna 
McColm, have produced the Salt Spring cal-
endar for eight years. She also sells photo-
graphic cards on and off island. She has par-
ticipated in a number of group exhibitions 

over the past three years. A Part, Apart is her 
third solo show in 2012.

“I’ve become quite brave, or possibly fool-
hardy,” she says. “It takes a bit of courage to 
place your work in the public eye. But it’s also 
stimulating and a lot of fun, and it helps to 
crystallize your ideas.”

Some of Kirby’s images, such as The 
Underworld and Fulford Feet are extracts of 
a whole, the whole being only in the mind of 
the viewer. Others, such as Tunnel Vision, are 
more an expression of isolation.

Zero Degrees and Separation is an image 
both of separate solitudes and being part of a 
whole, a trio of children in this case.

Marriage: Life and Death and Marriage: 
Earth and Sea portray disparate elements of 
the natural world in the intermingled “mess” 
that is what we see every time we take a walk 

in the woods.
Shadow is a portrait of Kirby’s husband, 

who suffers from Alzheimer’s, an increasingly 
solitary state that is nevertheless dependent 
on other people. This photo is shown with 
his blessing.

Kirby has used both traditional and non-
traditional photography in this exhibition.

“When you can take 200 photographs in a 
single shoot and not go broke, you can afford 
to try new things. This is the age of apps and 
a thousand different photo programs. Pho-
tography is begging for experimentation and 
some ideas seem better expressed with a 
non-traditional approach.”

A Part, Apart can be seen in the lobby and 
restaurant at the Harbour House. A reception 
will be held on Thursday, Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. with 
Kirby in attendance. 
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NO HST • FERRY PICKUP AT CROFTON

250-246-4674
thehappydenturist.ca  |  #7-8377 CHEMAINUS ROAD

$25 DISCOUNT

The
Happy

Denturist
Brian Harris
29 YEARS OF COMPETENT 

& FRIENDLY SERVICE

• COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICES
• IN-HOUSE LAB
• SAME DAY RELINES/REPAIRS

no referralnecessary

• PARTIAL DENTURES
• DENTURES OVER IMPLANTS
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“When you collide with a stationery car 
coming the other way”

Complete Collision RepaiRs

115 Desmond Crescent, 
next road down from the car wash

*ICBC accredited Express 
Valet Shop

*All Private Insurance
*Wheel Alignments

*Air Conditioning
*Auto Glass Replacement
*Guaranteed Workmanship

250-537-2513
email: irwincollision@telus.net

Here's my Card!
Be a part of this popular feature...10 weeks of display advertising 
and your business card on heavy stock, perforated for easy 
separation delivered as an insert to over 4000 Driftwood readers.
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Beautiful Smiles Inc.
(formerly Blue House Denture Clinic)

Salt Spring offi  ce conveniently located
at #202A-338 Lower Ganges Road

Upper Ganges Centre

Beautiful Smiles Inc.
(formerly Blue House Denture Clinic)

Salt Spring offi  ce conveniently located
at #202A-338 Lower Ganges Road

Upper Ganges Centre

• Complete & partial dentures
• Reline & repairs
• Implant & over dentures

For appointments call

250-748-3843
www.bluehousedenture.com

• Complete & partial dentures
• Reline & repairs
• Implant & over dentures

For appointments call

250-748-3843
www.bluehousedenture.com

• Home & care facility visits

• Home & care facility visits
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Family Relationships Counselling

250 538 8743 counselling@rositalarrain.com

Rosita Larrain

 
Therapeutic and educational
support for couples, parents 
and family groups looking for 

ways to understand their 
relationships, strengthen bonds
and enrich their lives together

 
Call or email for a free initial consultation
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Salt Spring 
Mini Storage

Store your clutter, clear your mind!

We’ll beat all Salt Spring Island competitor’s pricing
•Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas.
•Gates are locked nightly.
•Temporary or long term storage for your home or business.
•12 different storage unit sizes and prices.
•Located near the Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road.
•Special: Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free.

250-537-5888
saltspringministorage@telus.net

347 Upper Ganges Rd
www.saltspringministorage.com

Store your clutter, 
clear your mind!

• Salt Spring’s only fully secure self storage facility
• Climate-controlled and well-lit common areas
• Temporary or long term storage for your home or business
• Many sizes to choose from
• Located near Merchant’s Mews on Upper Ganges Road
• Pay a year in advance and receive the 12th month free

We’ll beat all  
Salt Spring Island  

competitors’  
pricing

347 Upper Ganges  Rd. 250-537-5888
saltspringministorage.com  
saltspringministorage@telus.net

Salt Spring Self Storage

Paul Zolob
p.zolob1@gmail.com

250.526-2626
1.888.537.5515 (Toll Free)

1202 - 115 Fulford Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 2T9

Salt Spring Realty •  IndependenTly owned and opeRaTed

CONCERT

Singers deliver gift of warmth 
Christmas program set 
for Dec. 8 & 9

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Singers have 
an early gift for the community 
this holiday season with a pro-
gram of Christmas music set to 
warm listeners at two ArtSpring 
performances.

Christmas Time Aglow, which 
takes the stage at 8 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 8 and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 9, will be the musi-
cal equivalent of sitting next to 
a warm hearth with something 
special to drink.

“It’s all about that kind of 
warmth and glow that people 
can experience at Christmas, so 
the music was selected to devel-
op that idea,” said Don Conley, 
who will direct the holiday con-
cert as the choir’s premiere show 
under his leadership.

“The program was chosen 
intentionally because our world 
is in a precarious state. The 
sense of stability is kind of shak-
en, and we wanted to bring peo-
ple something they’re already 
connected to,” he explained.

“We wanted to give the people 
of Salt Spring the gift of warmth 
— that’s our Christmas gift.”

To inspire the ideas of stabil-

ity and warmth, Conley has put 
together a varied program of 
music from many ages, moving 
from Gregorian chants all the 
way to a piece by jazz great Dave 
Brubeck. Listeners can look for-
ward to Gesù bambino, an Ital-
ian Christmas carol composed 
by Pietro Yon in 1917, a beautiful 
arrangement of the Huron Carol 
and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Pie 
Jesu among the sacred offerings.

Lofty tones from Mozart and 
Beethoven will make an appear-
ance (the latter’s stirring Halle-
lujah from Christ on the Mount 
of Olives will be sung), as will 
the earthier sounds of folk songs 
including the Appalachian carol 
called As Joseph was A-Walking.

Audiences will also hear a 
rare Christmas treat in the four-
hands rendition of Liszt’s Hun-
garian Rhapsody as played by 
Conley and Matthew Stubbs, the 
choir’s talented young accom-
panist. 

Conley noted the Singers have 
been working hard ever since he 
took over from Mitch Howard 
as director this fall and are now 
ready to take on this ambitious 
program.

“The choir is filled with kind-
spirited people. We laugh a lot 
and we work hard,” he said. 

“They’ve grown by leaps and 
bounds over the fall season. 

Everyone is looking forward to 
this.”

In addition to the regular 
singers, the group will fea-
ture three guest soloists for its 
Christmas concert. Bruce Hoff-
man is a professional tenor 
soloist from Vancouver who 
is known for singing with the 
men’s choir Chor Leoni as well 
as soloing at Christ Church 
Cathedral. He will perform four 
pieces, both solo and with the 
group.

Manya Sadouski is a mezzo-
soprano from Salt Spring whose 
day job is as a family physician. 

“But music has always been 
her avocation,” Conley said.

“She comes from a musical 
family and she has a beautiful 
voice.”

Also from Salt Spring, 11-year-
old Lukas Booy is a stirring tre-
ble singer and a great new island 
discovery.

Conley promised the boy has 
“a magnificent voice that’s sure 
to melt people right in their 
seats.”

“Lukas is quite an upcoming 
pianist and he’s also a great sing-
er,” he added.

Tickets for the show are $18 
general admission, $14 for 
seniors, and $8 for kids under 12. 
They are available at ArtSpring 
or through artspring.ca.

SINGING

Messiah singers
Rehearsals on 
Dec. 2 and 9

BY RICHARD MOSES
S p e c I A l  T O  T h e  D R I F T W O O D 

You’ve all heard the 
story about the visitor 
to New York City who 
stopped another pedes-
trian to ask, “How do I get 
to Carnegie Hall?” 

The answer came 
quickly: “Practice, prac-
tice, practice!”

The question, after 
last December’s sold-out 
sing-along Messiah con-
cert here on the island, 
may be, “How do I get 
to sing Messiah with the 
Bach on the Rock Cham-
ber Choir and Orches-
tra on Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. 
in Fulford Hall when the 
sing-along happens?” 

The answer, of course, 
is “Practice!” And here’s 
how you do it: just show 

up at the Salt Spring 
United Church in Ganges 
on Dec. 2 and Dec. 9 at 1 
p.m. for a couple of fun 
sessions with director Jim 
Stubbs and the choir. 

Bring your score (or 
buy one there) and get 
ready for two and a half 
hours of glorious Handel 
music made by you! This 
may be something you’ve 
always wanted to do — 
or do again — and here’s 
your big chance: a full 
orchestra, a great choir 
and soloists plus hun-
dreds of singers in Fulford 
Hall! 

Don’t forget: things are 
made to happen by the 
folks who show up.

Admission to open 
rehearsals: Show your 
ticket or $10 for each 
rehearsal.Tickets are 
being sold at RE/MAX 
Salt Spring now. 

It was sold out last year!

COMMUNITY ART

Creek House hosts art displays
Arts Council calls for participants

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Downtown Ganges will look a lot more interesting 
in the coming weeks when local artists transform 25 
empty windows into mini exhibition showcases.

Creek House property landlord Leon Aptekmann 
and his wife Rita have donated the space left vacant 
by the recent closure of Mark’s Work Wearhouse to 
the use of the Salt Spring Arts Council. The volunteer 
coordination of local art guilds and nonaffiliated art-
ists to fill the space is being done by Elehna de Sousa.

“We often talk within the arts council about the 
importance of street art, and getting the artists to 
connect with the community in some way,” said arts 
council secretary Janet Halliwell.

“Leon and Rita Aptekmann seem very keen to give 
us an opportunity to celebrate both the season and 
the artists.”

Halliwell said though coordinating work is still 

going on, the group hopes to have all windows set up 
and ready with identification labels by Dec. 6. Repre-
sentatives from the potters, woodworkers, weavers 
and spinners, basketry and painters guilds have been 
invited to join, along with the Salt Spring Photography 
Club, the Photosynthesis group and the Art Night 
group. Artists who don’t belong to any group are 
equally welcome to participate.

“We’re hoping to have a really eclectic mix,” Hal-
liwell said, adding the ongoing construction taking 
place behind plastic sheets will add an interesting 
theme that could be worked in.

“It’s just a superb opportunity that the landlords 
have opened up for us. Getting 25 windows in Ganges 
— it’s not something we’ll probably have again.”

Anyone who is interested in joining the exhibition 
can contact Halliwell at 250-537-5383 orjehalli@telus.
net. 

Aptekmann earlier told the Driftwood that the 
former Mark’s space is being divided into up to five 
separate units for rent to as-yet-unknown commer-
cial tenants. 
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1365 Beaver Pt. Road

Christmas Craft Fair

Friday, Nov. 30  5-9pm
Saturday Dec. 1  10-5pm
Sunday Dec. 2  10-4 pm

Artistic vendors, fabulous 
homemade food. 

More vendors Saturday and 
Sunday in the back room.

Beaver Point Hall

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
 IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
 IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

Stewards In Training 
Nature Calendar

2013

Stewards In Training Nature Calendar
A Celebration of Nature and Learning in Nature

Study and Experience In 
Nature
Each calendar page fea-
tures photos of students 
engaged in nature study 
in our Stewards In Training 
Program. 

Nature Photographs
See if you can recognize the 
animals or plants shown in 
the calendar boxes and find 
them in nature. 

Naturalist Birthdays 
Celebrate (and perhaps re-
search on the internet) the 
birthdays of over 20 impor-
tant naturalists/scientists.  

Celestial Events
Follow along each month 
with the cycles of new and 
full moon, and watch for 
special night sky events 
such as meteor showers. 

Nature Watch Challenges
The more we watch and 
listen, the more we learn 
about the natural world. 
Nature Watch Challenges 
provide events that you can 
watch for and mark on your 
calendar. 

Natural Areas of Salt Spring Island
Natural areas on Salt Spring Island with habitats, hikes, beautiful scenery, or special bio-
logical significance are highlighted each month. 

Nature Related Holidays
Why not celebrate the natural world throughout the year with over 20 holidays such as 
Earth Day and Whale Day? 

Salt Spring
Books

eat, p
  rea

d

life is

  simple

Eat, slee
p,   rea

d...

Life  is

  simple

What’s In The Calendar Thanks to these Calendar sponsors:

Lavishly illustrated with photos of island kids and their wild companions.

$20.00 at these 
island businesses:

COUNTRY GROCER  THRIFTY’S
WEST OF THE MOON  APPLE PHOTO
OFF THE WATER FRONT SALT SPRING BOOKS 

2013

The Seasonal
Flu Shot

We are now offering 
flu shots anyTime 

by drop-in or 
appointment at 

both Pharmasave stores. 
ask for Chris or Sarah.

Plus you get 
100 bonus loyalty points 

with your 
$25 flu shot!

DOWNTOWN 537-5534 
104 Lower Ganges Rd.

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 
372 Lower Ganges Rd.

L i v e  w e l l  w i t h

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6 / SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5
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®
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$10
Burger 
& Beer 
Friday 
5-9pm

Early Bird Breakfast 
Special  $6.50

Mon-Fri  8 -10 am
Week Day Take Out 

Lunch Special
$8.75

All day breakfast  7 days a week
 Open Sun.to Thurs. 8am-4pm and  Fri./Sat. 8am-9pm
Telephone: 250-537-5379   Next to Mouat’s in Ganges

This Week’s Music 
Friday 6-9  pm

Daryl Chonka

A Taste of India 
Saturday 5-9 pm

www.treehousecafe.ca

This Week’s Music 6 to 9pm
Friday - Duck Creak

Saturday - Julia Beattie

Free delivery in the 
downtown area! 
11am till 2pm 

Monday to Friday

$10
Burger
& Beer

Friday
5-9pm

CINEMA

SSI filmmaker adds to vampire canon 
Local screening 
of allegorical film 
adaptation to be 
announced

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring resident Theo-
dore Trout was in Victoria 
on Monday night for the 
premiere of his independent 
feature film, Dracula, Lord 
of the Damned. 

Filmed for a scant $20,000 
with a mix of professional 
and amateur acting talent 
and the atmospheric loca-
tions of Vancouver, Vancou-
ver Island and Burgoyne Bay 
doubling for London and 
Transylvania, the film is the 
product of Trout’s obsessive 
eye as writer, director and 
star actor.

“It’s like building a pyra-
mid in your backyard. It’s an 
incredible amount of work 
to create a feature film by 
yourself,” he acknowledged 
during an interview with the 
Driftwood. 

In  re c e n t  y e a r s  Tr o u t 
has made a name for him-
self as the alternative rock 
DJ behind the Fish Show, 
broadcasting in Victoria and 
on Salt Spring. But he had 
a thriving career as an ani-
mator in Vancouver before a 
brain aneurysm changed his 
life 15 years ago. 

Though the project may 
have started as a way to fill 
his time after he could no 
longer work, Trout has found 
elements of  the Dracula 
story mirror his own experi-
ence — a discovery that has 

no doubt added to the film’s 
layers and nuances.

“I basically died and was 
resuscitated,” Trout said.

“You can remember being 
this other person but you 
can’t remember how to be 
him — and you can’t be him. 
And until you get a handle 
on it it’s like being undead.”

“I kept thinking I would 
get over this, and I didn’t,” 
he continued.

“I’m a cartoonist and I’m 
used to slapstick humour 
[but] I went through this 
experience that was so hor-
rible there was really no way 
to make a joke about it. It’s 
really why I made Dracula.”

Trout’s interest in the vam-
pire story ironically came 
about through his research 
into a much more benign 
character: he was hoping to 
make a new Mickey Mouse 
film based on the law that 

brings fictional characters 
into the public domain after 
75 years. Although he found 
Disney had managed to get 
around that rule somehow, 
Trout’s interest in the pub-
lic domain led him to look 
at which stories were in it. 
They included Dracula.

Trout’s treatment of the 
story is an unusually faith-
ful retelling of Stoker’s origi-
nal, with an added level of 
interpretation into some of 
the character’s motivation 
and actions. In an attempt 
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  t h e 
vampire would be afraid of 
the crucifix when he was 
already damned, Trout said 
he realized it was because 
Dracula believed he was 
still the Christian champion 
that had fought the Moslem 
invaders.

“I  f igure he’s  rational-

ized his situation somehow, 
and he has a delusion that 
he’s the Messiah, given the 
power to raise people from 
the dead,” said Trout.

“It’s an allegorical film 
about truth and delusion 
more than a horror film.”

Citing inspiration from 
Shadow of  the Vampire, 
Trout worked to make his 
creation resemble an early 
movie by filming mainly in 
purple sepia. (He wanted it 
to be monochromatic but 
not black and white.) While 
the look is  intentionally 
primitive, the sound engi-
neering is top notch.

“If it’s going to look rough 
you want it to sound good,” 
he noted.

The fi lm stars Victoria 
actors David MacPherson 
and Ian Case (who shares 
the directing credit with 
Trout), and Amanda Lisman 
as Mina (she went off to play 
Stratford and is currently 
at the Belfry Theatre with A 
Christmas Carol). 

British writer Charles E. 
Butler has said of Trout and 
his film: “This very talented 
writer/director may have 
single-handedly breathed a 
whole new and original life 
into everybody’s favourite 
bloodsucker. A very inspi-
rational gem of a movie that 
everyone should see.”

Trout has left it to produc-
ers Kirsty Barclay and Jeb 
Gordon to book screenings, 
but with the Victoria pre-
miere under their belt, it’s 
hopeful that a Salt Spring 
date will be next.

For more information and 
images, visit Trout’s website 
at thefishshow.com.

BOOKS

Myrna Boyd signing 
books this Saturday 
At Country Grocer store 

Salt Spring resident Myrna Boyd 
will be at Country Grocer on Satur-
day with copies of her book avail-
able for purchase. 

L a s t  y e a r  B oy d  p u b l i s h e d 
I Shall Not Want, which illumi-
nates the lessons of two sheep — 
M. LeGrand and Miss Petite — in 

allegorical form, drawing on the 
author’s Christian experience.

Boyd will be signing the book 
and meeting with community 
members at the store between 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m. on Dec. 1.

I Shall Not Want is illustrated by 
Judy Guedes, also from Salt Spring, 
and published by Xulon Press.

Boyd said she is working on a 
second manuscript. 

“You can remember 

being this other 

person but you can’t 

remember how to be 

him — and you can’t 

be him.” 
THEODORE TROUT
Filmmaker

Poster for Dracula, Lord of the 
Damned.
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wintercraft
artist gallery and gift shop

salt spring island

nov 30 to dec 16
open daily 10-5

Wintercraft is THE place to shop for those 
unique Salt Spring gifts, promising something 
for everyone on your list this Christmas. Soaps, 
candles, jewelry, textiles, ceramics, original 
artworks and much, much more, all created 
by hand on the Gulf Islands, all of them special 
and at a wide range of prices.

This year Wintercraft will be running the 
“Wintercraft wish list”, a gift registry where 

you can come in and pick out something 
wonderful for yourself and then send in 
someone to make it appear under your tree 
on Christmas day.

Wintercraft is open 10am-5pm, 7 days 
a week, from Friday November 30th until 
December 16th at a festive Mahon Hall on 
Rainbow Road.  Don’t miss it!

SSAC MEMBERS NIGHT 6pm, December 7th. 

10%off all Christmas shopping for members.  Sign up on the night!

G

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/
gulfislandsdriftwood
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107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certifi ed by the
Space Foundation

Squeeze Me!!Squeeze Me!!

1-800-8874321
www.tempurcanada.com

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada
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What’s On - the go!
Scan this barcode with 
your smartphone to 
download, instructions 
below.www.dr i f twoodgimedia .com/calendar

Christmas Craft Fairs
Dec 2nd – 4th at Fulford  

& Beaver Point Halls

Nov 30th – Dec 16th is  
Winter Craft at Mahon Hall 

Ganges, Mouat’s Centre • 7:30am to 9pm • Customer Service  250-537-1522
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www.driftwoodgulfislands
media.com/calendar/events/

view our 
new online 

comprehensive 
interactive 
calendar of 

events listings
we want to be 

YOUR 
go-to-place 

for everything happening 
on Salt Spring

  CINEMA  
•	  The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 2 — The astonishing conclusion to the series, The Twilight 

Saga: Breaking Dawn, Part 2, illuminates the secrets and mysteries of this spellbinding romantic epic that 
has entranced millions.
•	Skyfall — A smart riveting action thriller, one of the best 007 films to date. Bond’s loyalty to M is tested as 

her past comes back to haunt her. As MI6 comes under attack, 007 must track down and destroy the threat.

  EXHIBITIONS

•	Gallery 8’s Christmas Exhibition of Small Works by the gallery’s artists opens Friday, Nov. 30 with a 
reception from 5 to 8 p.m., and runs through Dec. 30.
•	WinterCraft artist gallery and gift shop runs at Mahon Hall beginning Friday, Nov. 30 and continuing 

through Dec. 16, daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
•	Photographic	Improvisations	-	First	Set:	Works	by	Michael Wall show at Café Talia through December, 

with an opening reception on Tuesday, Dec. 4 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
•	Undercurrents	show	of	acrylic,	watercolour,	etching	and	mixed	media	works	by	Dawn Davies and  

Lorne Shantz runs at Salt Spring Gallery of Fine Art through Dec. 7. 
•	David Baughn shows photos in the ArtSpring lobby from Dec. 1 to 21. 
•	 Fine	art	documentary	photographer	Susan Huber shows photos at Fernwood Road Cafe. Huber shoots 
in	large	format	and	hand	prints	her	work	using	19th-century	printing	techniques.		
•	Wendy Ffrench shows new work at the Harbour House Hotel, Restaurant and Organic Farm  

through November.
•	Desert	Dreams,	a	show	of	new	works	by	P.F. Brown, is in the ArtSpring lobby through November. 
•	Paintings	by	Carol Leslie are at Salt Spring Coffee Company Cafe through November.
•	Kathy Robertson shows her landscape paintings at Bruce’s Kitchen through November.
•	 Salt	Spring	Photography	Club	member	Margaret C. Benmore shows images at Country Grocer 

Roaster Cafe titled Hollywood comes to the Salish Sea, inspired by a trip to the Shaw Ocean Discovery 
Centre in Sidney.
•	Migs Edwards watercolours are hanging at Island Savings, with sales supporting an art scholarship for 

GISS graduating students. 
•	Nirmal Dryden has an exhibition of photos at Penny’s Pantry.
•	Carol Adam shows her artwork at Salt Spring Books. 
•	The Porch Gallery will be open for the holiday season on Saturdays, Dec. 1, 8, 15 and 22 from noon to 5 p.m.
•	Duthie Gallery will be closed until mid-December. 

Wed.
November 28

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Open Stage with Richard Cross. 
Every Wednesday at Moby’s. 8 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Community Kitchen. 
Sign up weekly at Family Place. 
Parents and kids ages 0-6. Family 
Place. 1 to 3 p.m.
Salt Spring Genealogy Group. 
Casual group meets to share and 
discuss all things genealogical 
on the last Wednesday of each 
month. Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 7 p.m.

Thurs.
November 29

 ACTIVITIES

SS Weavers and Spinners. 
Presentation by Cheryl Samuel 
on Ravenstail weaving. ArtSpring 
Gallery. 10:30 a.m. 
Pickle Ball. Fulford Hall. 1 to 4 p.m. 
Salt Spring Digital. 
Joe Wozny, author of The Digital 
Dollar about sustainable strategies 
for digital innovation. Salt Spring 
Island Golf Club. 7 p.m.

Thurs.
November 29

 ACTIVITIES

SS Trail & Nature Club. All mem- 
bers welcome to board meeting 
to discuss ideas for the future of 
the club at Lions Hall. 7 p.m. 

Fri.
November 30

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Duck Creak. 
Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.
The Coalition. Moby’s. 8 p.m.
Jazz at the Orchard Room with 
Latin Jazz Combo. Featuring 
Jose Sanchez and 4 Cuban 
musicians. Harbour House Hotel. 6 
p.m. til late.
 ACTIVITIES
WinterCraft. Show and sale 
of unique work by Gulf Islands 
artisans opens today. Mahon Hall.  
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Beaver Point Hall Christmas 
Craft Fair. Great food, people, 
gifts. Beaver Point Community Hall. 
5 to 9 p.m.
Fulford Community Hall 
Christmas Craft Fair. 
Annual craft fair, with delicious 
food from the kitchen. 5 to 9 p.m. 

Fri.
November 30

 ACTIVITIES
5Rhythms. Drop-in session with 
Shauna Devlin. Still Point Yoga 
Studio. 7 to 9 p.m.
Gallery 8 Exhibit Opening.
Small Works show at the gallery.
5 to 8 p.m. 

Sat.
December 1

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

A Night at the Ballet.
Salt Spring Concert Band opens 
the holiday season. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m. 
Julia Beattie. 
Tree House Cafe. 6 to 9 p.m.
Tower of Song. Leonard Cohen 
tribute evening with Oliver 
Swain, Anne Schaefer and Glenna 
Garramone. Moby’s. 9 p.m. 
KC Kelly. Live music at the 
restaurant. Harbour House Hotel.  
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.  

 ACTIVITIES

Light-up Ganges. Events start 
with Chili Cook-Off at the fire hall 
at 4 p.m. Live music and caroling 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m..

Sat.
December 1

 ACTIVITIES  
Fulford Community Hall 
Christmas Craft Fair. 
See Friday listing. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Beaver Point Hall Christmas 
Craft Fair. See Friday listing.  
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Christmas Craft Sale. 
St. Mary’s Anglican Church (across 
from Fulford Hall). 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
Leaf Exchange. Bring bags of 
clean leaves to the leaf enclosure, or 
take leaves for mulch or compost. 
234 Kanaka Rd. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Salt Spring Co-op Preschool 
Swap & Shop. Not just kids stuff! 
Salt Spring Elementary School 
gym. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Myrna Boyd Book Signing. 
Salt Spring author signs copies of 
her book called I Shall Not Want. 
Country Grocer. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
West Coast Swing Workshops 
and Dance Classes begin 4 p.m. 
Dance from 9 p.m. to midnight.  
All Saints By-the-Sea. Info:
Julianna, 250-537-1818.
What’s Happening in St. Mary 
Lake? Public discussion and 
expert panel. Community Gospel 
Chapel. 2 t o 5 p.m. 

Sun.
December 2

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Michael Kaeshammer. 
Incendiary piano player with 
drummer Mark McLean and 
bassist Marc Rogers. ArtSpring. 
7:30 p.m. With SS Vineyards wine 
tasting at 6:30 p.m.
Diana English. 
On the grand piano. Harbour 
House Hotel. 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Fulford Community Hall 
Christmas Craft Fair. 
See Friday listing. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Beaver Point Hall Christmas 
Craft Fair. See Friday listing.  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Grapevine Wreath-making 
Workshop. Please reserve a spot 
at 250-653-9463. Salt Spring 
Vineyards. Noon to 2 p.m.
Messiah Rehearsals. 
For anyone who’s ever wanted to 
sing the Messiah at Christmas-
time. Rehearsals with Bach on the 
Rock Chamber Orchestra Choir. 
United Church. 2 p.m.
Tom Flanagan: Harper’s Team: 
Behind the Conservative Rise 
to Power. SS Forum discussion 
with Tom Flanagan. ArtSpring. 
2 p.m. 

Mon.
December 3

 ACTIVITIES

Cedar Lane Water Service 
Commission AGM. Portlock Park 
Meeting Room. 10 a.m.
Cedars of Tuam Water Service 
Commission AGM. 
Portlock Park Meeting Room. 1 p.m.  
Ganges Fire Hall Public 
Meeting. Public meeting with 
architects about new fire hall 
project. Ganges Fire Hall. 6:30 p.m.

Tues.
December 4

 ACTIVITIES

Islands Trust Council. 
Quarterly meeting of Islands Trust 
Area trustees opens on Salt Spring. 
Greenshores for Homes and 
Shoreline Mapping session 1:50 to 
3:30 p.m. Decision and info items 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Community 
Gospel Chapel. 
Pickle Ball. Fulford Elementary. 
6 to 9 p.m. 
Photographic Improvisations. 
Opening of show by Michael Wall. 
Cafe Talia. 6 to 8 p.m.

Wed.
December 5

  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Rasma Bertz - Poetry of Peace. 
Music & Munch recital of 
recitations and song based on 
the calendar of celebrations most 
loved at this time of year. With 
Jaime Murdoch, vocalist, and 
Bruce Everett, flute. All Saints 
By-the-Sea. 12:10 p.m. 
Open Stage with Richard 
Cross. Every Wednesday at 
Moby’s. 8 p.m.

 ACTIVITIES

Islands Trust Council. 
Day two of quarterly meeting of 
Islands Trust Area trustees on Salt 
Spring. Community Gospel Chapel. 
9:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.
SS Painters Guild: Christmas 
Wrap-up + Critique. 
ArtSpring. 9:30 a.m. 
Stitch Dimension Quilt Guild. 
New members and visitors always 
welcome. Meets on the first and 
third Wednesday of each month. 
Salt Spring Baptist Church. 7 p.m.
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JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK

at Central Hall 
call 250-537-4656
to watch the preview 
go to www.thefritz.ca

1hr 55 min
Rating: 14a

2hrs 25 min
Rating: PG

Please note the 14a rating means anyone under the age of 14 mUSt 
be accompanied by an adult 18 and over.

Please note we are open 7 days a week for Skyfall.
Plays Nov.30 - dec. 6  Friday to thursday 7:00 

Sunday  3:00 matinee & 7:00Final Show thursday Nov. 29  7:00

the twilight saga

breaking dawn
part 2

Photos with Santa and 
crafts for all ages 1:15 to 3pm
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Discovery Honda     6466 Bell McKinnon Road, Duncan         Toll Free 866-413-8597           www.discoveryhonda.comDL
#5

96
3 #Finance example based on a new 2012 Civic 4D LX 5MT model FB2E4CEX and a 36 month fi nance term available only through Honda Canada Finance Inc. O.A.C.: $19,235 at 0.99% per annum equals $471.48 per month for 36 months. Freight and PDI of $1,495 included. Cost of borrowing is $256.58, for a total obligation of $16,973.28. Down payment of $5,000, fi rst monthly payment, environmental fees and $0 security deposit due at fi nance inception. Offer includes freight & PDI. Taxes are extra. Finance on approved credit for qualifi ed customers only. For all 

offers license, insurance, applicable taxes and registration are extra. Dealer may sell for less. Dealer trade may be required. Lease example based on a new 2012 Civic 4D LX 5MT model FB2E4CEX and a 36 month lease term available only through Honda Canada Finance Inc. O.A.C.: 0.99% lease APR for 36 months O.A.C. Monthly payment, including freight and PDI, is $189.00. Down payment of $3,526.07, fi rst monthly payment, environmental fees and $0 security deposit due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $10,330.07. Taxes, license, insurance and 
registration are extra. 72,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.12/km for excess kilometres. Dealer may sell for less. Dealer trade may be required. ¥ $1,000 Honda Dollars is available on all new 2012 Civic and CR-V models. Honda Dollars will be deducted from the negotiated price before taxes and cannot be combined with special lease or fi nance offers. MSRP is $27,630 / $16,485 including freight and PDI of $1,640 / $1,495 based on a new 2012 CR-V LX 2WD model RM3H3CE(S) / 2012 Civic DX 5MT 4WD model FB2E2CEX. PPSA, license, insurance, taxes, and 
other dealer charges are extra and may be required at the time of purchase. Dealer may sell for less. Dealer trade may be necessary on certain vehicles. /¥/#/** Offers valid from November 1st through 30th, 2012 at participating Honda retailers. Offers valid only for British Columbia residents at BC Honda Dealers locations. Offers subject to change or cancellation without notice. Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.bchonda.com or see your Honda retailer for full details.

0.99% lease or fi nance
for up to 36 months

CIVIC CR-V
Starting from $16,485 Starting from $27,630

with every new 
2012 Civic
and CR-V

Plus,
receive

$1,000
HONDA

DOLLARS
MSRP** includes freight and PDI MSRP** includes freight and PDI

Civic Si VSA-NAVI
FB635CKV CR-V Touring

RM4H9CKN(S)
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305 Rainbow Road @ atkins Rd.  250-537-4346

Come by and visit our new GiFt GaLLERY
november 30th, december 1st and 2nd 10:00 - 5:00 pm

OPEN HOUSE

LandsCaPE REadY PLants for Fall Planting
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Some people Save power.
Some people Save money.
The SmarT oneS geT paid 
money To Save power.

BC Hydro is offering substantial financial rebates 
to small businesses that invest in energy efficient 
upgrades. Upgrades that will lower your power 
bill and improve your bottom line. Our network of 
contractors can help you identify energy saving 
opportunities that will benefit you the most and 
guide you through the process.

To find out more call our business help desk at  
1 866 522 4713 or visit bchydro.com/save

People&
Community
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ganges landmark ticks down to 10th anniversary
Clock keeper 
wonders 
what’s next for 
downtown icon

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Whether he’s seated 
at a nearby coffee shop, 
running errands or driv-
ing through town, Salt 
Spring’s Lawrie Neish 
has been sneaking a 
peek at the Ganges fire 
hall’s iconic clock tower 
every time he gets a 
chance for much of the 
past decade.

Whatever the occa-
sion, Neish said in a 
recent interview, the 
retired shop teacher can 
never resist making sure 
the clock is still on time.

“It’s accurate to within 
the split second,” he said.

Most of the time, any-
way.

One evening several 
years ago, as Neish and 
his spouse Aileen were 
on their way home 
through town, he was 
astonished to see the 
hands of the clock locked 
at a perplexing hour. 
Neish continued home 
but couldn’t quit think-

ing about what could 
have gone wrong with 
the clock.

“My wife said it was 
the quietest supper we’ve 
ever had,” he said.

Within minutes of fin-
ishing his dinner, Neish 
was headed back to the 
tower, where he dis-
covered somebody had 
flipped a breaker and 
effectively stalled the 
clock.

Although the original 
single-face clock tower 
was erected in 1974, 

Neish said, it wasn’t until 
just before New Year’s 
Day 2003 that the island’s 
chamber of commerce 
gave Neish and his clock-
making partner Reg 
Taylor the go-ahead to 
build the modern four-
dial clock in place today. 
The extensive project 
involved construction of 
not only the clock’s inner 
mechanism but the box-
like housing that sits 
upon the tower.

Neish’s drive to install 
a four-faced clock arose 

mainly because he got 
tired of always having to 
crane his neck to see the 
clock face only on the 
front of the tower as he 
drove through town.

“Now, when I’m rush-
ing to the ferry, I don’t 
need to worry about 
looking over my shoul-
der and mowing down a 
couple of pedestrians,” 
he said.

The clock itself is con-
trolled by a nondescript 
control box inside the 
fire hall’s main entrance. 

Little else but a small 
brass plaque that com-
memorates the individ-
uals and local business-
es that helped fund the 
$10,000 project offers 
any indication of the 
box’s purpose.

The machine is a syn-
chronized electric model 
that, in clockmakers’ cir-
cles, is called a waiting-
train model. Rather than 
move continuously, the 
clock’s minute hand only 
rotates for an eight-sec-
ond period to mark each 
passing minute.

“It’s simple to under-
stand if you understand 
these kind of things,” 
Neish said.

As the clock counts 
down the final hours 
before its 10th anniver-
sary, Neish has developed 
a growing concern about 
what might happen to 
the celebrated local fix-
ture if the Ganges fire hall 
is relocated to a proposed 
spot near the corner of 
Lower Ganges and Atkins 
roads.

“It’s such an iconic 
part of the townscape. It’s 
always been the commu-
nity clock,” Neish said. “A 
decision will have to be 
made.”

For a mechanism 

that’s been exposed to 
the full brunt of every 
bit of nasty weather that 
passes through town, 
Neish said, the clock has 
stood up well. It’s doing 

so well, he anticipates 
it will have little trouble 
seeing its 25th or 50th 
anniversaries.

“It will certainly out-
last me,” he said.

HIKING CLUB 

Christmas lunch 
rounds out 2012 

Events 
Board meeting: The 

November board meet-
ing on Thursday, Nov. 
29 will be open to all 
members at the Lions 
Hall, starting at 7 p.m.  
All members are invited 
to discuss ideas for the 
future of the club. Coffee 
and entertainment pro-
vided. 

Christmas luncheon: 
The Christmas luncheon 
will be at Calvin’s on Dec. 
11. The price is $20 for a 
three-course meal. Seat-
ing is limited to 50 mem-
bers. Tickets are available 
from Soapworks.

AGM: Mark your cal-
endar for our AGM on 
Jan. 24. Lunch will be pro-
vided.

 
Hikers
Dec. 4: Meet at 9:45 

a.m. at ArtSpring to 
choose a leader and hike.

Dec. 11: Meet at 9:45 
a.m. at ArtSpring for a 
short hike before the 
Christmas luncheon.

 
Walkers
Dec. 4: Jacqueline 

Thomas leads a walk in 
Ruckle Park along the 
water to Bear Point then 
back to the park head-

quarters, skirting the 
farm area. There are a few 
steep rocky sections. Car-
pool from ArtSpring at 10 
a.m. to meet at the first 
car park on the right after 
the farm at 10:20 a.m.

Dec. 11: Deborah Mill-
er leads a short walk in 
the Ganges area prior to 
the Christmas luncheon. 
Meet at ArtSpring at 10 
a.m.

 
Ramblers
Dec. 4: Meet at 10 a.m. 

at Centennial Park to 
choose a leader and des-
tination.

Dec. 11: Meet at 10:30 
a.m. at Centennial Park 
for a short ramble before 
the luncheon.

 
New Members
Interested in joining 

us? Contact Barry Spence 
(membership) at 250-
537-2332 or Kees Visser 
(president) at 250-537-
5443, or come on Tues-
days to the meeting point 
for the activity you are 
interested in. Participants 
need to bring a lunch and 
wear appropriate foot-
wear and clothing.

More information can 
be found at our website 
at www.saltspringtnc.ca.
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Bruce’s Kitchen
for all your 

Christmas needs.
GIFT CERTIFICATES

Celebrate your staff with 
lunches & dinners

Consider us for your staff 
Christmas lunch & dinner 

pARTIES

open wednesday to sunday 
please call for hours

250-931-3399

Grace Point location
Enjoy locally sourced and 

sustainable 
food and wine 
in a warm and 

welcoming setting

I

PhOtO BY SEAN MCINtYRE

Lawrie Neish points to the Ganges fire hall clock tower, praising its past and 
pondering its future.

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood
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The Islands Trust is seeking a minute taker. The successful 
candidate will preferably be a resident of the Island and may 
be responsible for taking minutes of occasional business 
meetings, public information meetings, advisory committee 
meetings or public hearings. Tasks may also include posting 
and delivery of public hearing notices. Evening and weekend 
work may be required. Must have own transportation and a 
valid driver’s license.

Applicants should be adaptable to learning new electronic 
processes and software as well as able to take short-hand, 
speed-write or type a minimum of 60 words per minute. A 
good working knowledge of computers and MS Word is re-
quired. Candidates must be bondable and have good listen-
ing, written and communication skills.

The hourly rate is: $18.93. Please contact the Islands Trust 
office at (250) 537-9144 for further information. Resumes can 
be delivered to: Islands Trust, 1-500 Lower Ganges Road, SSI, 
BC V8K 2N8, Attention: Claire Olivier, Planning Secretary; or 
emailed to ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca  Submissions will be 
received up to December 10, 2012.

Contract Opportunity
Minute Taker

SAFE • FREE • CONFIDENTIAL

Salt Spring Transition
House & Help Line

250-537-0735 or
toll-free 1-877-435-7544

Women’s Outreach
Services

250-537-0717 or
toll-free 1-877-537-0717

Stopping the Violence
Counselling for Women

250-538-5568

Children Who Witness
Abuse Counselling

250-538-5569

‘Transitions’ Thrift Store
#1-144 McPhillips Ave.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Please visit our website
www.iwav.org

Funded by the
BC Housing and the 
Ministry of Justice

Do you want 
to practise 

forestry in BC?
New forestry designation available now

� e Natural Resource Professional (or NRP) designation is new and 
recent grads from natural resources conservation programs at the 
University of BC, � ompson Rivers University and the University 
of Northern BC can apply today.  � e NRP designation will allow 
you to practise aspects of professional forestry in every corner of 
the province. You might � nd yourself working for government, 
consultants, industry, Aboriginal groups and more! For more 
information and to see which programs qualify, visit our website 
at www.abcfp.ca.

INVASIVE SPECIES 

Yellow archangel lamium – a plant devil to control
Alien plant invaders article 
from the conservancy

By JEAN WILKINSON 
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D

The spread of invasive species is a very seri-
ous threat to our native flora and ecosystems, 
but we can help reduce the impacts of invasive 
plants by not planting them and by preventing 
and controlling infestations in our yards and 
neighbourhoods.  

In our region one of the most common and 
challenging invasive plants is Yellow archangel, 
a.k.a. dead-nettle.  

A type of lamium native to Europe, Asia and 
North Africa, it is often used in hanging baskets 
or sold as a low-maintenance, fast-growing 
perennial groundcover, easily adaptable to sun 
or shade. This description should trigger alarm 
bells!  Such plants can quickly take over garden 
beds and invade nearby natural areas, and 
they’re difficult to control and remove. Avoiding 
this problem by planting non-invasive alterna-
tives (see below) is the best policy, but estab-
lished patches of Lamium and other invasive 
species can be removed with a bit of effort.

Yellow Archangel is particularly problematic 
as it often spreads into undisturbed wooded 
areas, forming thick mats and smothering the 
native plants that provide habitat for wildlife. 

Large areas can be severely impacted by the 
dumping of a single hanging basket. Other 
Lamium varieties (e.g. L. purpureum) also 
escape gardens, so if you’re set on growing any 
of these, please keep them in a contained area, 
away from the edges of woods or meadows, 
and be sure to deadhead the flowers. Never put 

these plants into the compost or onto a brush 
pile.  

Fall, winter and early spring are perfect times 
to get rid of Lamium, as it is more easily seen 
when other plants die down. In areas that have 
been completely taken over, replace it with a 
non-invasive ground-cover or other plants that 
don’t threaten the local natural environment.   

FACTS ABOUT THIS 
HORTICULTURAL BULLY

Identification: Lamium galeobdolon. Trail-
ing evergreen perennial groundcover, also 
climbs up over other vegetation. Square stems, 
leaves opposite, slightly hairy, heart-shaped, 
typically variegated silvery-grey-green. Small 
upright yellow flowers in spring produce many 
seeds. 

Impacts: Out-competes native vegetation 
for sunlight and nutrients, and can create large 
dense mats, killing other plants and depleting 
soil fertility.  

Found: In forests, woodlands and parks, and 
along roads, fences and streams, usually near 
residential areas. 

Spreads: Stems root easily wherever a node 
or joint touches the ground, and seeds are 
widely distributed by ants. 

Control: At a minimum, remove spent flow-
ers and dispose carefully to prevent seed forma-
tion and dispersal. Cut back trailing stems to 
contain plants. To remove plants, start in new or 

small patches and later move into more heavily 
impacted areas. Pull by hand or with pitchfork, 
making sure to get all the roots out. Try covering 
large infestations with builders wrap or tarps 
held down by mulch until the plants die. Moni-
tor area closely for the first few months and 
years following treatment, digging up any new 
sprouts that appear.

Disposal: Put all plant parts in thick plastic 
bags and take to landfill or incinerator.  Com-
posting is not recommended as Lamium easily 
re-sprouts from small pieces, but completely 
drying plant parts may make them non-viable. 
Alternately, dampen all plant parts, put into 
heavy black plastic bags, seal, place in sunny 
spot, and turn occasionally til plants rot and 
turn to mush. Once absolutely dead, contents 
can be put into compost pile.

More information: Salt Spring Island Conser-
vancy Stewardship Committee 250-537-4877, 
Coastal Invasive Plant Committee www.coast-
alinvasiveplants.com, Invasive Species Council 
of B.C. www.bcinvasives.ca.

Alien Plant Invaders is a series of articles on 
how to identify and manage some common 
invasive species on Salt Spring Island, written by 
Jean Wilkinson of the Salt Spring Island Conser-
vancy’s stewardship committee. Past articles are 
available on the conservancy’s website at www.
saltspringconservancy.ca.

VILLAGE WILDLIFE 

Murder of crows and others to the rescue
Community effort saves bird 

By DIANA HAyES
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D 

Watching from the windows at Cafe Talia, 
we were alarmed on the afternoon of Nov. 20 
when a murder of crows struck up a cacoph-
ony to signal trouble in the maple tree across 
the street.  

The uproar would not stop. Dozens of 
crows were flying to and from the tree in what 
seemed like an effort to free the victim — a 
crow who was obviously trapped in a high 
branch and wrestling with what appeared 
to be a plastic bag. The bird hung motion-
less for a while and we all assumed he was 
dead. Then the fluttering and struggle began 
again.  

Calls went out to the fire department and 
the Island Wildlife Natural Care Centre. A 
young man who had observed the distress 
from the street was climbing the tree in no 
time to free the trapped crow. He was unable 
to reach high enough and came back down 
to fetch a boat hook.  

Marielle Bonnet and Pedro Baranda 
arrived from the wildlife centre with nets 
and other equipment and called Wayne 
Langley right away. He arrived with special 

tree-climbing equipment and, to our relief, 
freed the bird by removing the plastic gro-
cery bag that was wound around its neck.  
The crow flew off from the branch and was 
joined by several of his fellow birds in flight. 

Many thanks to the youth who took the 
chance and climbed the tree, and to Marielle, 

Pedro and Wayne who saved the day and the 
crow. 

I am attempting a sequel to Wallace Ste-
vens’ poem Thirteen Ways of Looking at a 
Blackbird. Send me a stanza and the poem 
can be a renga.

I can be reached at dehayes@island.net.

PhOtO BY DiANA hAYES 

Wayne Langley on the scene with special tree-climbing equipment ready to rescue the 
trapped crow. 

Yellow archangel lamium. 
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A Library--and So Much More  
How contributions to our 2012 Annual Giving Campaign will be spent:

Improving an already first rate children’s program;
Additional student help—in the summer and on weekends
Making the new teen room a “go to” place for that group
A significant “opening year” expansion of the collection
Additional databases and e-books for home or library use

Special programs for all ages in the new meeting room

Please help us make our new home all it can be. You can either
mail your contribution to the above address or contribute through

 “Canada Gives” at the web site address given below:
http://saltspring.bclibrary.ca

Tax receipts will be issued for all contributions of $10.00 or more

Name ________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
Phone__________________________Email_________________________________________

When donors are publicly acknowledged, would you prefer to remain anonymous?  __Yes /   __No

___   Donor Level               Up to $124  ____  Benefactor Level          $500-$999
___  Supporter Level     $125-$249           ____  Partner Level                $1,000-$2,499.00
___  Sustainer Level       $250-$499           ____  Legacy Level      $2,500+

Capital Regional District

Salt Spring Island, BC – On August 8, the Capital 
Regional District (CRD) Board approved the award 
of the North Ganges Transportation Upgrade Project 
Phase 1 Contract to Bowerman Excavating Limited. 
This work will see bike lanes, an off-road pathway 
and road safety improvements valued at more 
than $1.2 million constructed on a section of Lower 
Ganges Road from Atkins Road to Kingfisher Cove on 
Salt Spring Island.

Removal of vegetation to make way for the trail 
has been completed and the civil works are slated 
to commence over the next two weeks. Motorists, 
pedestrians and cyclists are advised to expect delays/
detours and at times it is anticipated that traffic may 
be limited to single-lanes between 8 am and 7 pm 
on weekdays to allow for construction along the 
roadway and alternate routes to Lower Ganges Road 
between the Salt Spring RCMP station and Kingfisher 
Cove should be considered to bypass the work zone. 
It is recommended that drivers allow an additional 10 
minutes to make their ferry connections. Work on the 
upgrades is scheduled to last up to six months. The 
prime contractor carrying out the works is Bowerman 
Excavating.

If you have any questions please contact:

Ralf Waters, M.Sc., P.Eng. 
Manager of Engineering  
CRD Salt Spring Island  
250.537.4448

Notice of
Construction of Bike  
Lanes and Walkways on  
Salt Spring Island

COOKBOOK 

A book for all island seasons launched
Pender authors 
create beautiful 
tribute to Gulf 
Islands food 

By CHERIE THIESSEN
D r i f t w o o D  C o n t r i b u t o r 

On the afternoon 
of  Nov.  17,  Andrea 
and David Spaldings’ 
new book was regally 
launched with cham-
pagne, hors d’oeuvres 
and assorted fanfare 
at Poets Cove Resort’s 
5-star venue.

Rarely has a book 
been launched with 
such style, but then 
r a re l y  h a s  a  b o o k 
been so enthusiasti-
cally received. Pender 
Is lands’  bookstore, 
Ta l i s m a n  B o o k s  & 
Gallery, planned on 
o r d e r i n g  5 0  c o p -
ies, but the author-
e s s  c h a r m e d  t h e m 
into doubling that. 
Even then it  wasn’t 
e n o u g h .  Wi t h  ove r 
20 back orders, Talis-
man has now ordered 
another 50.

The lobby of  the 
luxurious resort was 
crammed with peo-
ple: people lining up 
to buy copies, people 
lining up to get their 
books autographed, 
and people enjoying 
delicious savory bites 
by chef Steve (Bou-
d re a u ) ,  w h o s e  f a l l 
menu graces the book 
and whose apple tarts 
featured in Season-
ings had come off the 
page and were now 
on offer.

Locals and visitors 
loaded with cham-
p a g n e  a n d  o r a n g e 
juice cocktails, plates 
of  munchables and 
books jost led each 
other as they posi-
t i o n e d  t h e m s e l v e s 
to hear short read-
i n g s  f r o m  b o t h  o f 
the popular authors, 
who between them 
have published over 
40 books, one of the 
m o s t  re c e n t  b e i n g 
D a v i d  S p a l d i n g s ’ 
Enchanted Isles, the 

Southern Gulf Islands, 
w i t h  p h o t o g ra p h e r 
Kevin Oke. Andrea’s 
reading from an epi-
sode involving black-
berries and a shop vac 
occasioned a few spilt 
glasses of bubbly.

Po e t s  C ov e  g e n -
eral manager Walter 
Kohli was happy to 
promote the event, 
saying: “I like Andrea 
and David’s  spir i t . 
On a small island like 
Pender, people can’t 
access the market the 
same way they can do 
in a city. There aren’t 
many places to show-
case them. It’s natu-
ral for Poets Cove to 
sponsor an event like 
this. We have to look 
after our writers and 
artists; they’re what 
make our communi-
ties vibrant.”

And if you’re think-

ing “just another cook 
book,” think again. 
Festooned with suc-
culent photos,  and 
breaking down the 
subject into — you 
g u e s s e d  i t  —  s e a -
s o n s  —  t h e  b o o k 
intersperses seasonal 
menus by well-known 
Gulf Islands chefs like 
Galiano’s Dean Hillier, 
Salt  Spring’s  Bruce 
Wood, Pender’s Steve 
Boudreau and There-
sa Carl-Sanders — the 
web’s chef guru, with 
tasty tale tidbits. 

The authors have 
sleuthed and smelled 
a n d  s i p p e d  a n d 
savoured their  way 
i n t o  e v e r y  c o r n e r 
of  the  is lands and 
uncovered all sorts of 
secret delights which 
they’ve wrapped up 
a n  e n g a g i n g  s t y l e. 
F r o m  G a l i a n o ’ s 

unique nettle festival 
to Saturna’s flourish-
ing olive grove; from 
Mayne Island’s Farm 
Gate Store to Galia-
no’s potato man, and 
from Hope Bay Farm’s 
Masselinks family to 
Salt  Spring’s  bread 
lady, Heather Camp-
bell, interviews, sto-
r ies  and anecdotes 
enliven almost every 
page.   

The launch’s suc-
cess was repeated on 
Galiano the follow-
ing morning, where a 
glittering Books and 
B r u n c h  e v e n t  w a s 
held at another five-
star resort, the Galia-
no Inn. This proved 
to be a real success as 
well, says resort co-
owner Conny Nordin.

“According to our 
sold-out attendance 
it was a real success. 
Everyone enjoyed the 
‘food experience,’ lit-
erally, and definitely 
wanted to see this as a 
regular feature at the 
inn, so we are going 
to work with Galiano 
Island Books to make 
that happen. Andrea 
and David Spalding 
delighted ever yone 
with their stories.”

H a r b o u r  P u b -
l ishing says  that  a 
spring launch event 
is  planned for  Salt 
Spring Island.

S e a s o n i n g s ,  F l a -
vours of the Southern 
Gulf Islands, Andrea 
and David Spalding, 
Harbour Publishing, 
paperback, $29.95.

NATURE 

Local naturalists present 
tips for watching wildlife
Briony Penn, David 
Denning and Mike 
Grandbois share 
experiences

We all know that getting out for 
a walk in nature can be among the 
most rejuvenating activities our 
island has to offer. 

But during the short, wet and 
cool days of winter, how does one 
get inspired to get the family out 
for a ramble in a forest or along 
the beach?

On Friday, Dec. 7, a panel of 
t h re e  i s l a n d  n a t u r a l i s t s  w i l l 
provide answers to this ques-
tion through a special presen-
tation called The Joys of Watch-
ing Nature: Tips and Tricks for 
Observing Wildlife on Salt Spring 
Island. The event, sponsored by 
the Salt Spring Island Conservan-
cy, will take place at the Lions Hall 
from 7 to 9 p.m.

The three presenters will be Bri-
ony Penn, Mike Grandbois and 
David Denning.

Author and geographer Penn is 
well-known for her art, nature-
writing, teaching and environ-
mental campaigning.

Wildl i fe  and bird special ist 
Grandbois has served as a nat-
uralist in local provincial parks 
and is a former wildlife recovery 
specialist with the Island Wildlife 

Natural Care Centre.
Science educator and biology 

filmmaker Denning is well known 
for his beach nature walks and 
multi-media presentations.

“This presentation should be 
great fun for people of all ages,” 
states a press release. “The three 
speakers will give short (20-min-
ute) illustrated presentations on 
such diverse topics as ‘fish finding 
by flashlight,’ ‘eagle eyes and gull 
gullets’ and ‘the path to enlichen-
ment.’ After the talks the audience 
will have a chance to ask ques-
tions about nature and nature 
watching to the panel.”

This event is linked to the new 
2013 Stewards in Training Nature 
Calendar that features elemen-
tary and middle school students 
from Salt Spring studying nature 
during the conservancy’s award-
winning school program. 

“This unique calendar is ideal 
for nature-watching. Each month 
lists natural events in the form of 
Nature Watch Challenges, along 
with birthdays of important natu-
ralists, ecological-oriented holi-
days and special natural areas to 
visit on the island.”

Calendars cost $20 with pro-
ceeds going to the conservancy.
The calendar can also be pur-
chased from students and parents 
at most of the local schools — 
with the proceeds to be shared by 
the school.

PhOtO BY ChERIE thIESSEN

From left, Andrea Spalding, book editor Sarah Weber and David Spalding at the 
launch of Seasonings at Poets Cove Resort.  

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood
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Phone:  250-537-9933 or e-mail:  sales@gulfislands.net to be a Part of this PoPular feature!

Mechanic

Are you really ready for 
the coming season?
  gyle

keating

537-2876  • #2-319 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm









With shorter days and cold wet 
weather your vehicle’s battery and 
charging system are working hard to keep up with 
increased demands from your lights, wipers, heater fan 
and rear defogger. Have your belts, battery and charging 
system tested before they leave you stranded some cold 
wet night. Antifreeze, hoses and heater systems are 
critical to keep your windshield clear for safe visibility.

Snow tires are recommended to be installed in sets of 
four. When the first snow flies, the demand is often so 
heavy that your first choice may not be available. Get 
your tires now and avoid the rush.

Fall is a good time to have a thorough inspection of 
all your vehicle systems performed and repairs made 
making for safe, worry free driving.

Remember, maintenance is cheaper than breakdown 
repairs.

 Drive safe, Gyle
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Senior Care
Introduction to 
Palliative Care & 
Hospice - A series on 
Palliative Care. JOHANNA BOOY

www.SeniorCareandFitness.com

Complete Care from Hospital to Home
Qualified Nurses • Care Coordination • Medication Administration  
Home Support • Medication Monitoring • Rehabilitative Exercise

C&C_SSIDriftwood-bcAd3w-1207.indd   1 7/5/12   10:02:07 AM

The word ‘Palliative’ comes from the Greek word ‘palliare’ 
which means to mask or treat the symptoms – it does not 
attempt to cure the cause.  Hospices in medieval times were 
places of refuge for travelers, the homeless or destitute.  In the 
1800’s, the Sisters of Charity in Dublin, created a place for 
dying individuals which they termed ‘hospice’.  The goal for a 
hospice is to create a care setting to specifically contend with the 
needs of the dying.  

Dame Cicely Saunders in 1967 recognized that conventional 
hospitals did not meet the needs of the dying and opened the 
first modern hospice in London, England.  Her philosophy of 
care ‘You matter because you are you and you matter until the 
moment you die’ is an approach which caregivers utilize today 
through various models of hands on palliative care.

Palliative care seeks to improve the quality of life of patients 
and their families while journeying through end of life problems 
associated with terminal illness.  

250-382-2328    www.SeniorCareandFitness.com

Real Estate

Jan 
Macpherson
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   Jan Macpherson - GOLD AWARD  2011 (VREB)

Call for a presentation & marketing consultation.

* Based on 2011 closed transactions. Source: CREA & RE/MAX internal data.

RE/MAX Salt Spring
Direct:  250-537-9894
Office/Pager: 1-800-731-7131
jan@saltspringguide.com
www.SaltSpringGuide.com

Is It bEttER to lIst 
now  oR waIt untIl 
spRIng aRRIvEs?

Often sellers will say to me “I want to 
wait till my spring garden blooms”. Many, 
many homes have lovely spring gardens;  the better plan is to 
get the jump on the season and avoid undue competition as the 
listings supply expands later in the year.
By listing now, your residence will:

- stand out when it comes on the market on a day when there 
are few other new listings - buyers are waiting;

- possibly be the only listing that a buyer receives instant email 
notification about, when listed this time of year;

- have a better position in the market - price-point wise, 
BEFORE all the new competition is available;

- many “last year” temporarily off the market (while owners 
vacation) listings, burst back onto the market in April & 
May...your listing can stand out more effectively - SOONER.
I sell many homes in January and February that may not have 

sold at the same price later in the year, due to better buys coming 
on the market as the spring progresses.  

This old adage is really true for real estate: 
 “Why Wait till Spring? - Do it NOW!”

Fitness Expert
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BRENDA
AKERMAN

indoor pool
Rainbow Road

250-537-1402  •  262 Rainbow Road

What is a 
workout??
A Workout is...
25% Perspiration &75% Determination
25% Physical & 75% self Discipline

A workout makes you feel better. It strengthens the body, 
relaxes the mind and toughens the spirit. Your problems will 
diminish and your confidence will grow. It is your personal 
triumph over laziness and procrastination. It is the badge winner- 
the mark of an organized,  goal oriented person who has taken 
charge of their destiny.

It helps you prepare for life’s challenges and opportunities.  A 
workout is a wise use of time and an investment in self excellence. 
After a workout you will better about yourself.
 
Participant’s Comments:
It helps my mental health as much as my physical well being    

-Pat Preston
Great stretching exercise for arthritic hips excellent strength work 
with water resistances plus aerobic work- a great workout that I 
hate to miss!!!  -J H

Counselling
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Here you’ll find a supportive, safe environment where you can talk 
openly. Together we can help you find new ways for living fully.
All concerns are welcome. Reduced rates available for children.

PH: 250-931-8762  |  www.ssi-healingplace.com
Upper Ganges Centre, 202-338 Lower Ganges Rd.

The Healing Place
Counselling Centre

The holidays… 
AGAIN!
Why do the holidays create such stress? The 
unrelenting list of ‘must haves’ and ‘must 
dos’.  
But we can choose a calm, stress free holiday. The Mayo Clinic 
tells us how!
1) Acknowledge your feelings. You can’t force yourself to be 
happy. 2) Reach out. If you feel lonely or isolated, attend com-
munity, religious or social events. 3) Be realistic. The holidays 
don’t have to be perfect. 4) Set aside differences. Try to accept 
family members and friends as they are, even if they don’t live 
up to all of your expectations. 5) Stick to a budget. Before you 
go shopping, create a budget and stick to it! 6) Plan ahead. Set 
aside specific days for shopping and other activities. 7) Learn to 
say no. Saying yes when you should say no can leave you feel-
ing resentful and overwhelmed. 8) Don’t abandon healthy habits. 
Don’t let the holidays become a free for all. 9) Take a breather. 
Spending 15 minutes alone, without distractions, may refresh 
you enough to handle everything you need to do. 10) Seek pro-
fessional help if you need it. Despite your best efforts, you may 
find yourself in a funk. If so, I invite you to give me a call.

ELSJE
HANNAH

OVERSET
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BC Family Law Act

BC Family Law Act 
Next March, the FLA will come 

into force. Reflecting current research 
showing children from broken families 
do best when they are able to maintain 
a loving relationship with both parents and external families, 
the act defines the best interests of the child (Part 4 - Care of 
and Time with Children) to include, amongst other factors:

• the child’s health & emotional wellbeing;
• the child’s views; history of childrearing and child’s 

need for special care, etc. and
• the ability of each person who is a guardian to provide 

the necessary safety and security for the child.
Child Parenting Schedules and parenting responsibilities 

replace custody and legal mechanisms are available for 
enforcement of Family Agreements, court orders and restraining 
orders. To protect yourself and your children talk to a FAMILY 
LAWYER, research for yourself, and attend Effective co-
parenting: Putting Kids First (Maryanne 537-9938).

Morningside Law
250-653-9966 

105 Tahouney Rd
(corner of  Morningside & Tahouney Rd.)

Fulford Harbour, Salt Spring Island, BC V8K 1X1

Complete 
Legal Care

WYNONA ELIZABETH 
COOK

PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY
CELEBRATIONS

Salt Spring centenarian Nevill gets her big 100 wish 
Queen message 
received

SuBmITTEd By ThE 
NEvILL fAmILy
S p e c i a l  t o  t h e  D r i f t w o o D

For the last year-and-a-
half, anyone who asked B 
Nevill how she was doing 
would get: “Well, if I’m going 
to be this old I want to live to 
be 100” as a response.

Then with a hearty laugh 
and a twinkle in her eye she 
would say “. . . and get a letter 
from the Queen.” So it was 
great joy that B celebrated 
her 100th birthday with her 
family: son Ralph Nevill, her 
grandson Max Nevill and 
great grandchildren Victor 
and Alice Nevill — oh yes, and 

that letter from the Queen!
For anyone who would like 

to know, B was born Nov. 23, 
1912 in Port Kells, B.C. (now 
part of Surrey) to Henry and 
Ellen Tompson. Christened 
Janet Barbara Tompson, B 
never liked the name Janet 
and at an early age insisted 
on being called by her second 
name.

After many early adven-
tures with her brother 
“Johnny” Tompson and a 
trip to visit her sister Marion 
in Alberta that lasted over a 
year, B married Ralph Nevill 
in 1947. They had one son, 
Ralph Jr. 

One of B’s passions is 
music and she loves the 
piano, but she was never able 
to pursue her dream early in 

life. However, with Ralph Sr.’s 
encouragement, B took piano 
lessons after their marriage 
and at the age of 48 began 
teaching piano from the fam-
ily home in Burnaby — and 
she taught right into her 70s.

Years later after Ralph 
Nevill Sr. had to move to the 
Odd Fellow’s Rest Home in 
Surrey due to ill health and 
Ralph Nevill Jr. moved to 
the Okanagan to attend col-
lege, B rented the spare bed-
rooms to SFU students. One 
student who came to look at 
the rooms asked to speak to 
Janet Nevill and when B said, 
“I go by Barbara, not Janet” 
the student replied “. . . but 
you are listed as Janet B. Nev-
ill in the phonebook — you 
should change the phone-

book or change your name.” 
Since that day she has been 
just ‘B’ to everyone, including 
her son.

B moved to Okanagan Cen-
tre in the late 1970s, but found 
the winters too cold. On a 
whim in 1988 she decided to 
visit Salt Spring Island where 
she found a cute little house  
that was full of light on Shep-
herd Hills Road and bought it 
on the spot. After her hands 
became too crippled with 
arthritis to play the piano, it 
was at Shepherd Hills Road 
that B developed her fabric 
art and her whimsical clay pot 
paintings that made her a Salt 
Spring Island notable — that 
and her incident with a log-
ging truck and the RCMP!

Happy 100th B!

B Nevill and her message from the Queen with grandson 
Max Nevill and great-grandchildren Victor and Alice Nevill.



FULFORD COMMUNITY HALL
CHRISTMAS ARTISAN FAIR MENUS

 B.O.B. Egg on a Bun w/ fixings.

 Burgers (bison, halibut, lamb)
Homemade Soup (seafood chowder )
Hot Dogs, Tofu Dogs, Gluten Free Options
Sandwiches (egg,turkey, ham), Veggie Chili

Seafood Manicotti w/salad - $12

Chicken Supreme Stafford 

w/cranberry wild rice & veggies - $12

Vegetarian Lasagna w/salad - $10

4th Annual 
Legion Christmas Craft & 

Collectibles Fair

At Meadon Hall
Royal Canadian Legion

Sunday, Dec. 9
10am - 4pm

FOR DETAILS CONTACT FRAN @
250-537-0710

National Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against Women

We invite everyone to attend a

 Candlelight Vigil 
Centennial Park 

Thursday, Dec. 6th   
To honor and remember all women who have 

been killed by violence
Sponsored by

Salt Spring Women Opposed to Violence and Abuse

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7
Tips and Tricks for Observing Wildlife 

with 3 island naturalists: 
David Denning, Briony Penn and 

Mike Grandbois. 

LION’S HALL. 7 PM. 

Suggested donation $5 to cover costs. Also a chance 
to purchase your 2013 Salt Spring natural history 
calendar with monthly tips about our local wildlife.

Allan Leslie Crane of Salt 
Spring Island passed away 

with his family at his 
side on November 
21, 2012 in the Lady 
Minto Hospital  at the 

young age of 70 years 
old. Allan will be 
deeply missed by his 
loving wife Brenda, 
his daughter Janna 
Michelle (Irwin), his 

stepdaughters Danalynn (Vicki) and Christina his 
grandchildren Kassandra, Maxx and Ian. Predeceased 
by his father Cyril, mother Ethel, brother Malcolm 
and his Uncle John.

Allan was born in London England. The family left 
and moved to Kerrisdale, Vancouver, BC when he was 
9. Allan attended UBC were he received his teaching 
degree which evolved into a 14 year career. In 1978 
he semi retired from teaching and began writing 
educational material  By 1980 he was working in an 
art shop in Canmore Alberta. Allan picked up a piece 
of stone and he was a natural! Sold his first piece and 
the artist in Allan was born. In 1990 he came out to 
Salt Spring with some stone and fell in love with the 
island which for him was the perfect place for him 
to create. Allan also loved to create on the Island of 
Kauai where he went yearly.

After a long fight with cancer he never complained, 
never gave in and fought a hard battle he could not 
win, he was so brave. He would always make you 
laugh and never lost his sense of humor even in the 
last days he could always make you smile. Calm and 
peaceful he is sleeping, sweetest rest that follows pain. 
We who loved him sadly miss him, we trust in god 
we will meet again. A memorial service will be held at 
Meaden Hall on December 8th at 1:00 pm. 

The family wishes to extend their gratitude to 
Dr Gummeson, Dr Crossland, Hospice and for 
all the love and care we received from the nurses at 
Lady Minto Hospital and the home care nurses. A 
special thanks to Stan and Victoria for putting on the 
celebration of life for an Icon on Sept 2. That was very 
special. In lieu of flowers donations can be made to 
the Red Cross or Lady Minto Hospital in the name 
of Allan Crane.

:

Allan Leslie Crane
May 10, 1942 - November 21, 2012

TO OUR PATIENTS
Please be advised that the office of
..........................................................

DR. JAMES F. WHITE

WILL BE CLOSED
Thurs. Nov. 29 -  Tues. Dec. 11

..........................................................
The office will reopen
Wednesday Dec. 12

We regret the 
inconvenience

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY PLEASE 
ATTEND LADY MINTO HOSPITAL

Connecting your giving with island needs

Your gift today will help islanders now and in the 
future. The Foundation gives approximately $100,000 
to our island’s charitable organizations every year.

Donations may be made through the website, by phoning 
250 537 8305, or by mail to SSIF, Box 244, Ganges PO, SSI, BC, V8K 2V2.

www.saltspringislandfoundation.org

Notice To Our Generous Donors and Customers
Lady Minto Hospital Auxiliary 

THRIFT SHOP WILL BE CLOSED 
FOR HOLIDAY PERIOD

at Upper Ganges Centre from Dec. 20, 2012 through 
January 14, 2013 for much needed renovations.

NO DONATIONS 
CAN BE ACCEPTED AFTER NOV. 30 UNTIL 

REOPENING IN 2013
OTHERWISE BUSINESS AS USUAL IN DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS SALE Sunday, Dec. 2, 1 PM to 4 PM

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

IN  MEMORIAM  GIFTS

RONALD MCDONALD 
HOUSE BC

Help tomorrow’s families today 
– leave a gift in your will.

legacy@rmhbc.ca

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

ADVERTISE in the 
LARGEST OUTDOOR   
PUBLICATION IN BC 

The 2013-2015 BC 
Freshwater Fishing  

Regulations Synopsis
The most effective way to 

reach an incredible number 
of BC Sportsmen & women.

Two year edition- terrifi c 
presence for  your business.
Please call Annemarie  

1.800.661.6335 
email: 

fi sh@blackpress.ca

FAMILY TREE RESEARCH: 
I’m looking for relations, or 
people who knew, John Al-
exander Morrison who died 
in Ganges,  July 2, 1979 at 
the age of 84. He was born 
July 21, 1894 in Methlick, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland. He 
was my mother’s uncle. 
Please contact me. 
e-mail: ross.turner@usa.net
postal address: Nimetontie 
5, 68100 Himanka, Finland

DEATHS

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

INFORMATION

IF FOOD rules your life, call 
Overeaters Anonymous. No 
dues, no fees or weigh ins. 
Call for the nearest meeting lo-
cation: Lynda: 250-931-1214 
or Melissa: 250-537-2583.

WANT TO volunteer? Do you 
know what day and time? Visit 
our Volunteer Calendar to see 
what is available on island. 
www.saltspringseva.ca

LOST AND FOUND

PAIR OF rimmed bifocals 
found in front of S.S. Coffee 
Shop Nov. 5 - Claim at Drift-
wood

COMING EVENTS COMING EVENTS

TRAVEL

TIMESHARE

CANCEL YOUR Timeshare. 
NO Risk Program, STOP 
Mortgage & Maintenance Pay-
ments Today. 100% Money 
Back Guarantee. FREE Con-
sultation. Call Us NOW. We 
Can Help! 1-888-356-5248.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

OWN A Homecare business! 
Full Training/Support. A great 
income potential by helping 
others. Canadian based. $80K 
req’d to start. Qualicare.com 
888-561-0616.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ACCOUNTING & Tax fran-
chise. Start your own practice 
with Canada’s leading ac-
counting franchise. Join Pad-
gett Business Services’ 400 
practices. Taking care of small 
business needs since 1966. 
www.padgettfranchises.ca or 
1-888-723-4388, ext. 222.

INFORMATION

DRIVERS/COURIER/
TRUCKING

LOG TRUCK drivers with off-
road experience wanted in 
Northern Alberta. Immediate 
openings, good wages, ac-
commodation supplied. For-
ward resumes:
 johnwb@telusplanet.net

EDUCATION/TRADE SCHOOLS

LEARN FROM Home. Earn 
from home. Medical Transcrip-
tionists are in demand. Lots of 
jobs!  Enrol today for less than 
$95 a month. 1-800-466-1535 
www.canscribe.com 
admissions@canscribe.com

INFORMATION

Please check your ad after the first insertion. Should an error appear in an advertisement, Driftwood Publishing Ltd. is only liable for the amount paid for the space occupied by the portion of the advertisment in which the error occurred. Driftwood Publishing Ltd. will accept responsibility for only one incorrect insertion.

DRIFTWOOD

PLACE AN AD
In person at 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Ganges
By telephone 250-537-9933 or 310-3535

or fax 250-537-2613
By email to classified@gulfislands.net

By post to Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

DEADLINES WHAT IT COSTS YOUR AD ON-LINE BOOK YOUR AD  
ON-LINE

GULF ISLANDS

PUBLISHED 
WEDNESDAYS

Display deadline: Monday 4 pm
Word ad deadline: Tuesday 9:30 am

Classifieds 
w w w . g u l f i s l a n d s d r i f t w o o d . c o m

3 LINE CLASSIFIEDS  
$12.95 - additional lines 92¢ ea 

EMPLOYMENT ADS  
3 line rate $14.96 - additional  

lines 1.25¢ ea 
All ads are posted to  

 Payment 
By cash, debit, 

Mastercard or Visa. 
Classifieds are prepaid 

unless you have 
an advertising account.

DISPLAY ADS  

 
 

Auto ads also listed on line at  

Over 20,000 on-line ads updated daily

 

ily

CALL

250-537-9933

Too Late To Classify: Tuesday 2 pm 

$12.32

News  
Updates

Follow the Driftwood on Twitter
http://twitter.com/

GIDriftwood

Whats
On

page 18
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NOTICE OF 2012 REGULAR BUSINESS 
MEETING OF THE SALT SPRING 

ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

The proposed meeting agenda is usually available one week prior to the meeting and may 
be obtained at the Islands Trust office or on our website.
Please note that correspondence received from the public about general matters may 
become part of a meeting agenda that is published online.
Visit our website at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca    Contact us at (250) 537-9144

The Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will be meeting to consider various matters of 
general business such as applications received, bylaw reviews and meeting notes.
Starting at noon, up to 45 minutes will be available for the public to discuss local land use 
matters with the Local Trust Committee. Those who wish to present a more formal petition, or 
make a delegation to the Committee as an agenda item, must make a request to the Islands Trust 
staff at least 14 days in advance of the meeting. 
A regular business meeting is scheduled for: 

Date                                 Time                                        Location_______________________________________________________________________
Thursday  December 13  9:30 AM Harbour House Hotel, 121 Upper Ganges Rd.

SWOVA Community Development 
and Research Society is seeking a Project 
Coordinator (20hrs/week, Monday through 
Thursday).  SWOVA requires a strong degree 
of community development and post-secondary 
academic-related expertise, energy and 
commitment.

To be successful, candidates will normally 
have a background in the following: young 
women and leadership, social engagement, 
social media and community-based research. 
Experience in facilitating, strong organizational 
skills, community development, strategic 
thinking and team work are an asset. 

This is a two-year contract position @ 
20 hours/week  @ $30.00/hour.
Contract term: January 14, 2013 to 
November 14, 2014 

A brief cover letter and resume 
should be sent by 5pm, 
Wednesday December 12, 2012
Contact information: 
Lynda Laushway, Executive Director

By mail: 
344 Lower Ganges Road
Salt Spring Island, BC, V8K 2V3

By fax: (250) 537-1336
By email: info@swov.org

Only candidates selected for an interview 
will be contacted.

 ISLAND EXPLORER
Property Management Ltd. & 

Real Estate Services____________________________

250-537-4722  
1-800-800-9492

Island Explorer is a fully licensed, bonded management 
company under the laws of the B.C. Govt.

Large Bright Home in Vesuvius
3 bedroom plus den, 2 ½ bathroom, electric 
and wood heat, W/D, N/S, N/P, large deck 
and lawn, avail immediately, long term.
.................................................................... $1495

FARM WORKERS

DAIRY, BEEF, Crop, Sheep, 
Swine, Horticultural work. Live 
and learn in Europe, Britain, 
Japan, Australia or New Zea-
land. 4-12 month AgriVenture 
programs available.  1-888-
598-4415 www.agriventure.com
Canadian farmers may also 
apply for overseas trainees.

HELP WANTED

AN ALBERTA Construction 
Company is hiring Dozer and 
Excavator  Operators.   Prefer-
ence will be given to   opera-
tors that are experienced in 
oilfi eld road and lease con-
struction. Lodging and meals 
provided. The work is in the vi-
cinity of Edson, Alberta. Alco-
hol & Drug testing required. 
Call Contour Construction at 
780-723-5051.

ELECTRICIAN JOURNEY-
MAN position, Port Hardy. 
Residential, commercial,       
industrial installations & main-
tenance. Require valid driver’s 
licence, electrician trade     
certifi cate & BCTQ. Fax or 
email resume: 250-949-9230 
or: kkelec@cablerocket.com.

PRIVATE HOME SUPPORT 
agency looking for CHW or 
RCA’s with car to work on 
Salt Spring Island.
Flexible hours. 
Please call 250-589-0010

Required for an Alberta 
Trucking Company. One Class 
1 Driver. Must have a mini-
mum of 5 years experience 
pulling low boys and driving off 
road. Candidate must be able 
to pass a drug test and be   
willing to relocate to Edson,   
Alberta. Scheduled Days Off. 
Call Lloyd  780-723-5051

HELP WANTED

INFORMATION

HELP WANTED

Quinsam Communications 
is looking for a qualifi ed 

Two-way Radio Technician
2 years experience preferred

 Wage to be determined 
by experience. 

Email: topper@quinsam.ca 
or Fax: 250-287-4511

THE LEMARE Group is ac-
cepting resumes for the follow-
ing positions: 
•Grade Hoe Operator-with 
Coastal Logging Roadbuilding 
experience
•Coastal Certifi ed Hand Fallers
•Coastal Certifi ed Bull Buckers
•Off Highway Logging Truck 
Driver
•Grapple Yarder Operators 
• Heavy Duty Mechanics
Fulltime camp with union 
rates/benefi ts. Please send re-
sumes by fax to 250-956-4888 
or email to offi ce@lemare.ca. 

PROFESSIONAL/
MANAGEMENT

KURT LeRoy Trucking Ltd., of 
Campbell River is experiencing a 
50% growth of new capital expan-
sion over the next year with a new 
division on the mainland. We need 
a Highly Motivated experienced 
CGA to complete monthly cost ac-
counting for each division. Payroll 
of 38-45 employee’s. Subcontrac-
tors will vary. Excellent salary and 
benefi ts. Please e-mail resume’s 
with driver’s abstract to rleroy@te-
lus.net or fax to 250-287-9914.

HELP WANTED

INFORMATION

TRADES, TECHNICAL

JOURNEYMAN AUTOMO-
TIVE Service Technician. Han-
na Chrysler Ltd. in Hanna, Al-
berta needs a few more good 
people. Busy, modern shop. 
$25-$31/hour + bonus,  bene-
fi ts. Great community. Inquire 
or send resume. Fax 403-854-
2845; Email  
Chrysler@telusplanet.net

RED SEAL Diesel Truck and 
Trailer Mechanic wanted  in 
Northern Alberta. Full time, 
permanent position. Initial ac-
commodation supplied. E-mail: 
johnwb@telusplanet.net for 
immediate response.

PERSONAL SERVICES

HEALTH PRODUCTS
HERBAL MAGIC. With Herbal 
Magic lose up to 20 pounds by 
New Year’s Eve and keep it 
off. Results Guaranteed! Start 
today Call 1-800-854-5176.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

DROWNING IN Debt? Helping 
Canadians 25 years. Lower 
payments by 30%, or cut 
debts 70% thru Settlements. 
Avoid bankruptcy! Free con-
sultation. Toll Free 1 877-556-
3500 www.mydebtsolution.com

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you  
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 1-877-
987-1420.

 www.pioneerwest.com

IF YOU own a home or real 
estate, Alpine Credits can lend 
you money: it’s that simple. 
Your credit/age/income is not 
an issue. 1-800-587-2161.

M O N E Y P ROV I D E R . C O M .
$500 Loan and +. No Credit 
Refused. Fast, Easy, 100% 
Secure. 1-877-776-1660.

Need CA$H 
Today?

Own A Vehicle?
Borrow Up To $25,000

No Credit Checks!
Cash same day, local offi ce.
www.PitStopLoans.com

1.800.514.9399

NEED MONEY? No credit 
checks! No upfront fees! Im-
mediate response! Electronic 
deposits and payments! 1-
866-499-5629 
www.mynextpay.com

LEGAL SERVICES
BIG BUILDING Sale. This is a 
clearance you don’t want to 
miss! 20x20 $3,985. 25x24 
$4,595. 30x36 $6,859. 35x48 
$11,200. 40x52 $13,100. 
47x76 $18,265 One End wall 
included. Pioneer Steel 1-800-
668-5422 www.pioneersteel.ca

CRIMINAL RECORD? Don’t 
let it block employment, travel, 
education, professional, certifi -
cation, adoption property ren-
tal opportunities. For peace of 
mind & a free consultation call 
1-800-347-2540.

STEEL BUILDINGS/Metal 
buildings 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120, 
60x150, 80x100 sell for bal-
ance owed! Call 1-800-457-
2206, 
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca

INFORMATION

HOME/BUSINESS SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES

DECEMBER HOUSECLEAN-
ING Special $18/Hr. Get your 
home ready for the holidays. 
Reliable effi cient service. Ex-
cellent references. Please call 
250-653-9780

SHERAB’S HOUSECLEAN-
ING SERVICES. Experi-
enced cleaner, non-smoking, 
home or business. One time, 
weekly, bi-weekly or month-
ly. Thorough, detailed clean-
ing. Call for interview &/or 
references. 250-537-3077.

COMPUTER SERVICES

CALL BOB’S Computer Ser-
vice for troubleshooting, soft-
ware & networking support.  
We do house calls. 250-537-
2827 or cell 250-538-7017. 
Please go & back-up your im-
portant data now!

CONCRETE & PLACING

DRAFTING & DESIGN

HELSET DESIGN

LET’S GET STARTED!

Bring your sketches & ideas and together we’ll design (or upgrade) your dream home. Through the use of computer-aided drafting, we’ll quickly   produce the working drawings you’ll take to your contractor.PLEASE CALLHELSET DESIGN250-537-1037 & ask for Jim

HAULING AND SALVAGE

STRONG WOMAN 
HAULING & ESTATE 

SALE BUYER
A full service, I move 

it all, junk removal
 company!

Call 250-538-8985

PETS AND LIVESTOCK

PETS

EASY CHRISTMAS Shopping 
for pets! No line ups, no cold 
weather. Deals to Bark about!! 
Receive 10% off with coupon 
code: Clubpet10 1-855-839-
0555 www.petland.ca

REAL ESTATE

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Mount Washington
Franchise for sale
John or Bridget 

250-897-4888
Email: bridget@

galleryatsaratoga.com

HOUSES FOR SALE

HOMES WANTED

WE BUY HOUSES
Damaged House? 

Pretty House?  Moving? 
Divorcing? Estate Sale?

We will Buy your House
Quick Cash & Private.
Mortgage Too High and

House won’t sell?
Can’t make payments?

We will Lease Your House,
Make your Payments

and Buy it Later!

Call: 1-250-616-9053
www.webuyhomesbc.com

REAL ESTATE

LOTS 

4 RS3 serviced lots, in Lang-
ford, starting at $179,000 Hap-
py Valley. All services in. Ex-
cellent location with rural feel. 
Email or call 250-661-2837 or 
250-857-2481 for more info. 
mtd@shaw.ca

RENTALS

APARTMENT/CONDO

2 bed + den, 2 bath, 2 yr old 
condo, cls to downtown Sid-
ney or ocean on Brethour Ave. 
$1550 + util, sm pets ok, no 
smoking. 250-516-3256 Gran-
ite, Hardwood, South Facing.

COTTAGES

COTTAGES ON St. Mary 
Lake, Nov 1 - Apr 1. Fully fur-
nished, NP, NS From $700/mo     
250-537-2585

LAKE-FRONT COTTAGES, 
Dec 1 - May 1,  fully furnished, 
NP, NS from $685/mo call 
250-537-5977

MOBILE HOMES & PADS

2 BEDROOM trailers for rent 
located on the Alberni Hwy, 
Parksville . Prices range from 
$600 to $750 per month 250-
954-9547

HOMES FOR RENT

171 WOODLAND Drive, Salt-
spring Island. 2 Bedrooms with 
loft. 1.5 baths.  Wood burning 
stove .Situated on 1.5 acres. 
View of St Mary’s Lake. 
$1200/month. Contact Vanes-
sa. 250 361 1819 / pillay-
van@hotmail.com

1 BDRM SUITE, with W/D, wi-
fi , satellite tv, view, private en-
trance, deck. NS, 5 min. drive 
to Ganges. $750/mo incl. util,  
Avail. Now 250-537-2949

2 BDRM & Den, Renovated, 
Lakeview, 1.5 baths, Carport, 
W/D, N/S. Long-Term. $1,350. 
Avail. Jan 1st   250-537-4413

3 BDRM, 2 bath, brand new 
beautiful in town. 5 appl, lg 
master, ensuite $1,400/mo. 
Avail. Jan. 01st Call 250-931-
5483.

HOMES FOR RENT

RENTALS

HOMES FOR RENT

4 BEDROOM house for rent 
on acreage located at 1066 
Fair rd, brand new wood stove 
just installed. Large workshop, 
insulated and wired, perfect for 
small business. $1150per 
month. 250-954-9547

BRIGHT 1 BDRM + Offi ce 
Suite.  Large windows and pri-
vate garden. Furnished & 
equipped, w/d. Walk to Gan-
ges. NS, NP. Refs. Suits 1 
quiet person $800/mo. Avail. 
now, long term. 250-537-9197.

BRIGHT, 1 bdrm, own en-
trance, large patio & yard,  
WD, NS, $720 + utilities. On 
school & bus routes. Vesuvius 
area. 250-537-6601.

BRIGHT & CHEERY 2/3 bdrm  
with downtown convenience.  
4 appl, fi replace, hardwood 
fl oors. $1100/mos. plus utils. 
Contact jakeness@shaw.ca

MOBILE HOME 2 bdrm,  pri-
vate fenced yard, deck, wd, 
fully renovated. Avail. Dec  1, 
$700/mo. Call 250-537-6860.

MOBILE HOME on 10 acres. 
2 Bedrooms, deck, W/D, fi re-
place. Includes separate stu-
dio suite with bathroom, fi re-
place + own entrance. 
Available December 1 $1000 
per month for both units. Call 
250 537-6860

TWO BEDROOM quiet Vesu-
vius home. Fenced garden. 
Long-term. Cat okay. $1000 + 
Util. Avail Jan 1 250 537-0718

OFFICE/RETAIL

UPSTAIRS DOWNTOWN
Ganges offi ce space available 
for rent on reasonable terms. 
Approximately 240 square feet 
in heritage building across 
street from harbor with pano-
ramic ocean views.  Would 
suit counselor, bookkeeper, 
artist, photographer, mas-
seuse, chiropractor and/or 
similar business. Contact fi sh-
er@fmwlaw.ca if interested.

SHARED ACCOMMODATION

QUIET RESP. male to share 2 
bdrm suite in Vesuvius near 
bus rte. $575 incl. W/D, wi-fi , 
cable phone part furn. avail 
immed. call Bob 250 931-1633

HOMES FOR RENT

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS classified@gulfislands.netDEADLINES 
TUESDAY 10 AM

ANTIQUES/VINTAGE

FOOD PRODUCTS

LAMB, DELICIOUS for sea-
son’s feasting. Pasture raised 
on Saltspring. Pre-order fresh 
or frozen cut & wrapped avail. 
Dec. 1 @ $6.50 lb.
Auchenbrae Farm on Ganges 
Hill, 250 931-2640    or 
auchenbrae264@gmail.com

FUEL/FIREWOOD

HONEST OL’S
FIREWOOD

GUARANTEED CORD                    
Cut, Split & delivered
Cedar Fence Rails

250-653-4165

PAUL’S FIREWOOD
GREAT SERVICE!

Serving Salt Spring 
for 31 years

Ph. 250-537-4660
Paul Konig

Will BUY fi rewood logs.

SEASONED FIREWOOD
Vancouver Island’s largest fi re-
wood producer offers fi rewood 
legally obtained during forest 
restoration, large cords. Help 
restore your forest,  
Burndrywood.com  
1-877-902-WOOD.

GARAGE SALES

NDP SALE & Bazaar Sat. 
Dec. 1, 9am to 1pm, United 
Church Hall on Hereford Ave-
nue. Come One and All.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

CHILLSPOT IS The Coolest 
Dog Bed-A new and innova-
tive, thermodynamically cooled 
dog bed, that enhances the 
cool tile surfaces our pets rely 
on during the warm weather 
months. www.chillspot.biz

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

HOT TUB (SPA) COVERS. 
Best price. Best quality. All 
shapes & colours available.   
1-866-652-6837 
www.thecoverguy.com/news-
paper?

STOREWIDE LIQUIDATION! 
Everything Goes, REA-
SONABLE Offers Accepted! 
New & Used! Furniture, Mat-
tresses, Accessories, Tools & 
Hdwe. Solid Wood Bedroom 
Suites, Bookcases, Wall-Units, 
Curio/China Cabinet, Sofa Ta-
bles, Dinettes, Chairs, Reclin-
ers, Sofa, Loveseats, Lamps, 
Mirrors & More! All Cheap, 
While Stock Lasts! BUY & 
SAVE, 9818 4th St., Sidney. 
buyandsave.ca  Mon-Sat 9-5.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

YAMAHA Disklavier DC5M4T
6’7” grand piano rec/plays, 
quiet/silent modes w/remotes. 
Exc. cond. Asking $50,000 
Please call (250) 537-9659 
More info at www.disklavier.ca

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE - 

New To You
Deadline 

10 am 
Tuesday

Merchandise ads with items totalling less than $200 receive a 50% discount with your Residents Card

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTSCOMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTSCOMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

$50 Cash Refund
Gulf Islands OptICal 

will refund 1/2 the cost of your 
eye test up to $50 with your 

purchase of a complete set of 
prescription eyewear

(cannot be combined with other offers)
Lancer building, 

323 Lower Ganges Road, 
250-537-2648

DRIFTWOOD AD PROOF
IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully and reply ASAP with your approval or changes.

If you have changes, please respond ASAP thus allowing the production team time to make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a response by MONDAY AT 5 PM this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

Spirit of Salt Spring
the spirit of salt spring 

is a regular feature 
in the driftwood for 
local businesses and 

organizations to publicize 
charitable donations. 

first-come, first-served 
basis as space permits.

Call Gail Sjuberg 
for details.

328 lower Ganges rd 
250-537-9933

DriftwoodGULF ISLANDS

 Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R  S I N C E  1 9 6 0   

Kirsten Quesnel (left), representing Salt Spring students who have 
benefited from the Respectful Relationships Program, and Lynda 
Laushway (right), executive director of SWOVA, which developed and 
delivers the program in SD 64, receive a $1,000 donation from Mid-Island 
Co-op, represented by Salt Spring site manager Morgan Quesnel. Mid-
Island Co-op provides numerous annual bursaries and donations to 
community groups, with an emphasis on youth activities.

This Week’s 

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20) 
An expansive and exciting cycle 
has begun, both within and without. 
Externally, you may be dealing with 
a busier than average schedule these 
days. Inwardly, many deep thoughts are 
running through your mind. Research, 
web searches and/or investigations 
of other kinds are featured. These are 
activating your passions and ambitions.
Taurus (Apr 20 – May 21)
Rich, deep and passionate exchanges 
with significant others are a central 
theme these days. Sharing secrets 
and desires adds to the intimacy and 
perhaps the drama. Mergers and a 
deepening of commitments are part of 
the plot. These are activating courage 
and determination to assert yourself to 
realize a brighter future. 
Gemini (May 21 – Jun 21)
Circumstances are pushing you to take 
stock of your health and that of your 
overall lifestyle. Your financial health 
is probably in the mix. Giving more 
somehow is required. Gaining access 
to the right tools, techniques, methods 
and/or measures is important. This is 
a call to be extra sober and take your 
situation seriously. Yet avoid worry and 
remain calm as you follow through.
Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) 
Bringing attention to needed changes 
in your daily rhythm and routine is 
the call now. You would like to feel 
more confident about things, but it 
may not feel so easy. Stepping up your 
efforts and level of discipline may feel 
necessary.  It is said there are two main 
categories of emotion: love and fear. 
Focus on love to feel more secure, 
decrease stress and increase health.
Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 23) 
Much is stirring within and this may be 
activating some of your fears. Yet, a new 
wave of creativity and enthusiasm is 
coming in. This is leading you to reach 
out and meet new people. These new 
connections stand to open doors you 
did not previously even know existed. 
Nurture these budding friendships with 
sincerity and full diplomacy.
Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22) 
Taking inventory of all that you have 
to offer and making lists of all that 
you want to have and achieve is an 
important focus. This trend will 
continue for the next few weeks. This 
clarity will activate your intuitions and 
open new doors, as if magically. Yet 
just thinking about it is not enough. 
Commit your ideas to written words 
and/or images for best results.  
Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 22)
A break in the storm likely comes as 
a great relief. The past several weeks 
may have been pretty tough. Although 

a longer cycle requiring that you ‘pay 
your dues’ somehow will continue, at 
least a period of reprieve has begun and 
will unfold until year’s end anyway. 
Use this opening to reach out to make 
meaningful connections and increase 
your confidences.
Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21) 
The past few weeks have seen you take a 
much more assertive approach that you 
probably have for some time. With this 
momentum you are now in a process 
of building upon new foundations. 
Deciphering what is important and 
wise and how to best nurture a healthy 
approach and still achieve effective 
outcomes is your next major step.
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 21) 
While much is giving way and changing 
within, you are also feeling inspired to 
take some key initiatives without. With 
your ambitions on the rise to create 
a whole new foundation in your life, 
now is the time to focus and persevere. 
How things used to be is dissolving 
steadily now and your overall lifestyle 
is implied. Embrace the darkness to 
discern what is important.
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
While paying attention to the facts 
can be important and valuable getting 
lost in the details can be a problem. 
Too much thinking and not enough 
awareness is the issue – losing sight of 
the forest for the trees. This is a good 
time to step back, broaden your scope 
and release the tensions built up by 
having too much on your mind.
Aquarius (Jan 19 – Feb 19) 
Freedom is a state most people desire. 
Yet, it is more seldom appreciated that 
freedom cannot be realized without 
discipline. This is an important lesson 
for you now. Discipline implies a 
clear focus, realistic strategy and 
consistent follow through. Along 
the way resistance and/or blocks are 
encountered. Sometimes these come 
from within and must be overcome, 
like now.
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
The time has come to make your 
presence known. Your willingness and 
determination to be seen and heard will 
produce positive results. In order to 
build your confidences you will have 
to give more, to make extra efforts 
than usual. Deciphering how to break 
through lines of resistance or simple 
lack of recognition is the greater, long-
term task.

Horoscope 
by Michael O’Connor

www.sunstarastrology.com
sunstarastrology@gmail.com

1.888.352.2936

HOROSCOPE BROUGHT TO YOU BY...

a r v i d @ s a l t s p r i n g . c o m

537•7148

Arvid 
Chalmers
Ltd.
Real Estate

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Kristie Straarup r.m.t.

212 Sunset Dr.  
537-1219

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Tel: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613
328 Lower Ganges Road
email: news@gulfislands.net

•  Write a story of 500 words or less 
whose topic relates to Christmas or 
the Christmas season.

DgiM

DgiM DriftwooD 
gulf 
islanDs 
MeDia

Christmas Story Writing Contest

T he deadline for our annual writing 
contest is Friday, December 7th.  
Win a cash prize for a story of up to 
500 words about Christmas 
or the Christmas Season.

• All Gulf Islands students in Kindergarten to   Grade 
12 are eligible.

•  Stories will be judged by retired teachers and 
librarians on quality of writing, clarity of presenta-
tion and originality of theme.

• Winning entries will be published in the 
Driftwood in December.

•  The name, age, address and telephone number 
of the writer must be written on the back of each 
entry.

•  Send entries to the Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges 
Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3, email to 
news@gulfislands.net or fax to 250-537-2613.

• For more information, call 250-537-9933.

Teachers: Classes with the highest participa-
tion level are eligible to win a donation of $100 
made on behalf of the class to the charity of their 
choice! 

RENTALS

STORAGE

SHIPPING CONTAINERS 20’ 
or 40’. Buy or Rent. Safe and 
secure. Easymove Container 
Services. Serving Vancouver 
Island.           1-(888)331-3279

SUITES, LOWER

JAMES BAY, VIC - Charming 
semi-furnished bachelor suite 
suitable for 1 quiet person, 
prime location, $675 incl. util. 
Avail. Jan.1  250 383-7131

 WANTED TO RENT

HELLO- I need a small 
house/cottage with wood heat 
option. Vegetable garden area 
appreciated. 20 yrs Apt. Man-
ager/caretaker with handyman 
skills and eye for preventative 
maintenance. N/S, quiet, no 
pets; I try to be a good neigh-
bour. (250)598-4579 (collect, 
Victoria). alfrose@telus.net

TRANSPORTATION

AUTO FINANCING

DreamTeam Auto Financing
“0” Down, Bankruptcy OK - 

Cash Back ! 15 min Approvals
1-800-961-7022

www.iDreamAuto.com DL# 7557

TRANSPORTATION

CARS 

2002 CHEVY MALIBU 46,000 
km, white, leather interior, 
Sunroof, am/fm CD $5500. 
250-538-7697

2007 CUSTOM Chev HHR. 
Excellent condition. Loaded. 
White. 119,000 km, mostly 
hwy driven. On-Star. $11,900 
fi rm. 250-755-5191.

SPORTS & IMPORTS

1996 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Laredo, 162,000 K, V8, 1 own-
er, good tires and towing pack. 
$3,800  250 537-1208

2005 TOYOTA ECHO  $6995 
OBO - red, immaculate, 
78,800 km, 5 spd, 4 dr, hatch-
back  250-537-2056

MOTORCYCLES

VTRUCKS & ANS

1992 FORD RANGER Excel-
lent condition. No mechanical 
problems. Excellent shape. 
$3000 o.b.o. tel 250-537-6382

1998 DODGE CARAVAN
Well maintained. Lady Driven 
196,604 km New Brakes, Muf-
fl er, $3000.obo  250-537-9918

WRECKERS/USED PARTS

1979 CHEV 1/2 ton pickup 
truck. 6 cylinder manual trans-
mission.    Runs - good parts 
truck. $500 OBO 250 537-
1986 derekandlinda@shaw.ca

MARINE

BOATS

OLDE STYLE - Converted 
Gillnetter 35’ X 10’, 125hp 
Chrysler Crown gas engine. 
Call Rod 250-538-8304

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS classified@gulfislands.netDEADLINES 
TUESDAY 10 AM
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www.iDreamAuto.com DL# 7557

TRANSPORTATION

CARS 

2002 CHEVY MALIBU 46,000 
km, white, leather interior, 
Sunroof, am/fm CD $5500. 
250-538-7697

2007 CUSTOM Chev HHR. 
Excellent condition. Loaded. 
White. 119,000 km, mostly 
hwy driven. On-Star. $11,900 
fi rm. 250-755-5191.

SPORTS & IMPORTS

1996 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Laredo, 162,000 K, V8, 1 own-
er, good tires and towing pack. 
$3,800  250 537-1208

2005 TOYOTA ECHO  $6995 
OBO - red, immaculate, 
78,800 km, 5 spd, 4 dr, hatch-
back  250-537-2056

MOTORCYCLES

VTRUCKS & ANS

1992 FORD RANGER Excel-
lent condition. No mechanical 
problems. Excellent shape. 
$3000 o.b.o. tel 250-537-6382

1998 DODGE CARAVAN
Well maintained. Lady Driven 
196,604 km New Brakes, Muf-
fl er, $3000.obo  250-537-9918

WRECKERS/USED PARTS

1979 CHEV 1/2 ton pickup 
truck. 6 cylinder manual trans-
mission.    Runs - good parts 
truck. $500 OBO 250 537-
1986 derekandlinda@shaw.ca

MARINE

BOATS

OLDE STYLE - Converted 
Gillnetter 35’ X 10’, 125hp 
Chrysler Crown gas engine. 
Call Rod 250-538-8304

DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEDS classified@gulfislands.netDEADLINES 
TUESDAY 10 AM

Garage Sale Kits!
Everything you need for a successful yard sale - only $19.95.

Drop in, email, book on-line or call 250.537.9933
gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Complete Santa Suit
CUSTOM MADE FOR JOLLY SANTA
WORN ONCE   •   CALL 1-250-361-7447
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What’s Happening 
in St. Mary Lake?

St. Mary Lake provides drinking water to 
many island residents, is a popular recreation spot, 

and provides important fish and wildlife habitat.  
But the health of the lake is in question.

What’s causing the algal blooms in the lake?
What are the health effects?
Is my water safe to drink?
What can we do about it?

Come to a community dialogue about 
St. Mary Lake and other drinking water lakes.

Hear from scientists and experts in water issues, raise 
your concerns and ask questions. 

Community Dialogue and Expert Panel
Saturday, December 1, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Community Gospel Chapel
147 Vesuvius Bay Road

Sponsored by the Water Council and the 
North Salt Spring Waterworks District.

HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER 

Scorpions settle for province-wide 9th
GISS can’t 
escape ‘pool of 
death’

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Composure and skill 
weren’t enough to lift 
the Gulf Islands Sec-
ondary School senior 
boys soccer team to 
historic heights at the 
provincial champion-
ships in Burnaby last 
week.

T h e  S c o r p i o n s ’ 
excellent season rolled 
to a halt on Nov. 21 
after the team posted 
a 3-1-1 record at the 
three-day tournament 
that  featured Brit-
ish Columbia’s best 
AA high school soccer 
teams.

GISS finished ninth 
out of 16 teams at the 
tournament. 

The islanders faced 
a tough slog from the 
outset in “the pool 
of death,” managing 
only a tie and a loss 
against teams from 
the Okanagan and Port 
Coquitlam on the tour-
nament’s opening day. 

W i t h  t h e  o d d s 
already stacked against 
them, players were 
devastated to learn of 
Summerland’s victory 
early on day two that 
put second place in 
their pool out of reach.

“It was here that the 
Salt Springers showed 
their  character,  as 
they had to switch 
from feeling gutted 
and cheated, to play-
ing for pride, fun and 
each other,” said coach 
Doug Pearson.

T h e  S c o r p i o n s 

restored their pride 
by outplaying a Prince 
George team 4-1 with 
g o a l s  f r o m  Ju s t i n 
Kopetzki, Billy George, 
Tai Whelon and Forest 
Junker-Allen. 

The team poured 
on the pressure in its 
second game of day-

two action with a 5-0 
trouncing of  Kam-
loops’ Sa-Hali Second-
ary. This time around, 
Hamish Walde, Rafa 
Fenameno, Jan Staiger, 
Farley Cannon and 
Nevan Young provided 
the scoring surge as 
keeper Alex Graham 

earned the shutout.
“It was a compre-

hensive win and set up 
a fun final team bond-
ing evening in the big 
city,” Pearson said.

T h e  S c o r p i o n s 
ended their tourna-
ment with a third con-
secutive win on day 
three. Cannon, Young 
and Sam Miles pow-
ered the team to a 3-1 
victory against Nel-
son’s L.V. Rogers Sec-
ondary.

O k a n a g a n  M i s -
sion capped a flaw-
less 33-0 season with 
a game against Port 
Coquitlam’s Archbish-
op Carney to earn the 
2012 provincial crown. 

Along with the Scor-
pions’ ninth-place fin-
ish, Ronan Gunn was 
awarded a first-team 
all-star trophy.

For coach Pearson, 
the  ferr y  r ide  and 
drive home were the 
last in his 20-year soc-
cer coaching career, 
as he will switch to a 
different sport at GISS 
next year.

“It was strange and 
a  l i t t l e  e m o t i o n a l 
driving the minibus 
down remote roads 
on Wednesday night, 
dropping off soccer 
kids for the last time,” 
he said. “We really do 
have amazing kids, 
and an amazing com-
munity.”

MEN’S SOCCER 

Alumni FC falls from first place
Salt Spring FC looks to 
climb from cellar

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring’s three men’s soccer 
teams will have to regain their com-
posure in the lead-up to the holiday 
break after being outscored 10-2 in  
a rough weekend on the pitch.

The island’s Alumni FC (8-2-1) 
lost its second match in 11 games 
against a surprisingly strong Lake-

hill FC (2-9-0) on Saturday. Mark 
Nordine scored Alumni FC’s only 
goal as the underdogs held on for a 
2-1 win at their home field.

The squad will get an opportuni-
ty to regain top spot in their league 
when they host Vantreights (2-6-2) 
on Sunday, Dec. 2 at 10:15 a.m.

In other VISL action, Division 
1’s Salt Spring FC slipped into last 
place after the team suffered a lop-
sided 7-1 loss at the hands of Gorge 
FC (2-9-1) on Saturday. 

Gord Akerman scored the team’s 

lone goal to avert the shutout and 
offer a ray of hope.

In South Vancouver Island Clas-
sics’ Soccer Association play, the 
Old Boys lost a 1-0 decision to the 
Nearly Dead of Gordon Head at the 
Gulf Islands Secondary School field 
on Sunday afternoon.

“We’ve played them many times 
over the years and our games have 
always been close,” said Richard 
Steel, the Old Boys’ team spokes-
person. “We just came up short in 
the scoring department.”
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David Elderton
david@audioartspeakers.com
250-538-0911

Audio Art
The

Studio

UnivErsal 
rEmotEs 

includes one hour
Free programming

Replace up to 16 remotes 
with one easy to use unit

Optional accessory allows for 
use through walls & doors

Christmas 
Sale!

On Custom Programmed

L
PhOtO BY ARjuNA GEORGE

Scorpions player Billy George keeps a Sa-hali player at bay as he controls the 
ball in AA provincial championship play in Burnaby  last week. 

First fall league 
proves exciting 

Gulf Islands Second-
ary School students in a 
fall sailboat racing league 
wrapped up the season 
with honours this month 
by taking first and second 
place in the final regatta.

Coached by Salt 
Spring’s Kait Brunt dur-
ing her leave from uni-
versity, two teams of eight 
took on opposing teams 

from a group of Victoria 
schools in an eight-week 
season. 

“This is the first time it’s 
ever happened, not just 
in Victoria but anywhere 
in the island area,” Brunt 
said of the fall league.

“It was a huge success. 
It was a total pilot project 
and it was exciting to be a 
part of it.”

The Salt Spring teams 
were activated through 
the Salt Spring Sailing 
Club, where Brunt is a 

summer instructor in the 
youth program. Partici-
pants included students 
from Grade 9 to 12, with 
both experienced mem-
bers and those who had 
never sailed before. 

Brunt has taught sail-
ing for five years but 
stepped into race coach-
ing for the first time to 
help bring the sport to 
the high school. Her 
management skills were 
aided by racing tips from 
sailing club member Greg 

Slakov. 
GISS teams brought 

home second and third 
place honours for the 
season’s first regatta 
before moving up to the 
top two positions in the 
second and final event.

“We really had a lot of 
fun — that was the big-
gest thing,” said Brunt.

GISS participation in 
a spring racing league 
from April to June may 
follow with sailing club 
approval.

News Updates
Follow the Driftwood on Twitter

http://twitter.com/GIDriftwood

friend us on 
facebook!

and win prizes!
www.facebook.com/gulfislandsdriftwood

GISS sailors make big regatta splash
SAILING 
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Dear Ganges Residents,

Re: Environmental testing continues near the 
former Shell gas station in Ganges
As you may be aware, Shell resumed environmental testing in the vicinity of the former gas station 
located on McPhillips Avenue in downtown Ganges.

A Shell gas station operated on the leased property for more than 60 years until it was 
decommissioned in March 2011. We have since removed the fuel tanks and conducted routine 
preliminary soil, groundwater and vapour testing to understand the environmental condition of the 
property and surrounding area. We have engaged the local government representatives from the 
Capital Regional District and Islands Trust, as well as the provincial Ministry of Environment.

At Shell, we take our environmental responsibilities seriously. We will manage any contamination 
associated with our operations, in accordance with provincial regulatory requirements. 

In consultation with the local community, we limited technical work during the summer to minimize 
impacts on seasonal activities. Our current work includes drilling and other investigations to help 
determine the most appropriate management plan. Environmental consultants will continue more 
drilling on- and off-site over the next few months. Further updates will be provided in advance of 
those drilling programs to minimize any inconvenience to residents.   

We regret any inconvenience you may experience during this process and thank you for your 
patience as we remediate the property to allow for future redevelopment and revitalization. 

Please contact Verity Conrad at Verity.Conrad@shell.com or (403) 691-4097 if you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns. 

 Sincerely, 
 

 

 Sydney Kimball 
 General Manager, Retail

SPORTS & RECREATION
FIGHTING 

Salt Spring-raised man making his mark in fight ring
David Puhky 
wins Be First 
open division

By PATRICK
CWIKLINSKI
D r i f t w o o D  C o n t r i b u t o r

A doctor’s son from 
a small town with no 
professional fighting 
experience enters a 
kickboxing compe-
tition and is pitted 
against some of the 
city’s finest fighters. 

Su r p r i s i n g l y,  t h e 
guy makes it past the 
first, second and final 
rounds, winning the 
entire tournament in 
impressive fashion. 

N o,  t h i s  i s n’t  a 
pitch for a modern-
day Rocky reboot — 
this is David Puhky’s 
story. 

T h e  S a l t  S p r i n g 
n a t i ve  w a s  p u l l i n g 
all the punches, and 
kicks, at the Be First 
Kickboxing and Pan-
kration Tournament 
on Nov. 18 at Spec-
trum High School in 
Victoria.

Puhky fought  his 
way to victory in the 
tour nament’s  open 
division and proved 
himself as a promis-
ing up-and-coming 
fighter on the local 

kickboxing and mixed 
martial arts circuit. 

T h e  o p e n  d i v i -
sion Puhky decided 
t o  e n t e r  i n c l u d e d 
fighters with profes-
sional MMA experi-
ence and no size or 
weight restrictions, 
a s  e v i d e n t  i n  h i s 
final opponent Ryan 
“Ryno” Ballingall. 

“He’s  had 13 pro 
M M A  f i g h t s ,”  s a i d 
P u h k y.  “ H e’s  a l s o 
6-foot-3,  but I  had 
trained with him a 
year ago and knew he 

was a boxer so I threw 
a lot of kicks and I 
w o n .  I  w a s  p re t t y 
pumped.”

P u h k y  s t a r t e d 
training in kickbox-
ing and MMA at 20 
after some turbulent 
teenage years living 
the typical party ani-
mal lifestyle saw him 
go down a destruc-
tive path that wasn’t 
reflective of who he 
really was as a per-
son.

“I like to try to lead 
by example to show 

people and teenagers 
that there are other 
t h i n g s  t o  d o  t h e n 
b e  p e e r  p re s s u re d 
by drugs and alco-
hol and all that’s out 
there because I  got 
into it as a kid and it 
gets  you nowhere,” 
said Puhky.

C o m i n g  o f f  t h e 
heels of his kickbox-
ing debut at the Be 
F i r s t  To u r n a m e n t , 
Puhky is now turn-
ing his attention to 
the Aggression Fight-
i n g  C h a m p i o n s h i p 
— Canada’s premier 
M M A  o r g a n i z a t i o n 
— where he is sched-
uled to appear on a 
n e w  r e a l i t y  s h o w 
c a l l e d  M a k e  Me  a 
Fighter, showcasing 
MMA newcomers in 
their quest to crack 
the competitive AFC 
roster.

“My  c o a c h  Ja s o n 
He i t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e 
owners  of  the AFC 
a n d  s a y s  i f  I  s t a y 
healthy and make it 
to training then I will 

be on the show,” said 
Puhky. “If a fight in 
the AFC comes first, 
that’s  f ine with me 
too, maybe March. I 
train with a bunch of 
guys who fight in the 
AFC and have what I 
think are some of the 
best training partners 
around.”

But it’s not all about 
h ow  h a rd  y o u  c a n 
punch and kick, it’s 
also about how much 
work you’re wil l ing 
to put in and Puhky 
knows that to take his 
skills to the next level 
— “eat, sleep, train” 
wil l  have to be his 
new mantra.

“I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o 
have a  two-month, 
eight-week training 
c a m p,  t h a t  w o u l d 
b e  a n  i d e a l  o n e , 
which involves train-
ing about five to six 
days a week working 
on boxing, jiu-jitsu 
and wrestling,” said 
Puhky. “It would be 
rare to have the per-
fect  camp.  There’s 
always going to be 
a  f e w  b u m p s  a n d 
bruises.” 

P u h k y  a l s o  i s n’t 
writing off any future 
appearances in the 
U l t i m a t e  F i g h t -
ing Championships 
s h o u l d  t h e  o p p o r-
t u n i t y  e v e r  p r e s -

e n t  i t s e l f ,  b u t  t h e 
25-year-old knows he 
has a long road ahead 
of him with plenty of 
challenges before he 
can reach the pinna-
cle of MMA. 

“I’m going to start 
with amateur [fight-
ing], then would like 

to go pro and just see 
where it takes me. The 
UFC is the best of the 
best. I’m a rookie, but 
of course that would 
be living the dream,” 
said Puhky.

“I believe I have all 
the potential in the 
world.” 

DRIFTWOOD 
AD PROOF

IMMEDIATE response required

Please proof this ad carefully
and reply ASAP with your 

approval or changes.

If you have changes, please
respond ASAP thus allowing 
the production team time to

make the changes indicated.

If we do not receive a
response by

MONDAY AT 5 PM
this ad goes to press in this format.

Thanks very much.

DriftwoodGulf Islands

 Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y  n e w s p a p e r  s I n C e  1 9 6 0  

Salt Spring Island

GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
805 Lower Ganges Road  •  250-537-2121

www.saltspringgolf.com

20% 
60% 

   OFf
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PhOtO cOuRtESY DAViD PuhkY

From left, Stan Peterec (coach), David Puhky, keith 
Nadasen (manager) and Jason heit (coach) after 
Puhky won the Be First kickboxing and Pankration 
tournament on Nov. 18 at Spectrum high School.

“The UFC is the 

best of the best.” 
DAVID PUHKY
Kickboxer/fighter
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bchonda.com

Cash Purchase Incentive# 

on every Pilot & Ridgeline.$5,000

Pilot Touring 
YF4H9CKN

Ridgeline Touring 
YK1F5CKNZ

Odyssey Touring 
RL5H9CK

Odyssey
Ridgeline Pilot

OR

+
purchase or lease
0.99%¥€

 
$500* 
HOnda dOllaRs
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2004 Honda Civic DX-G

We are participating
members of the
Scrap-it Program that
helps remove old polluting
vehicles from the road. 
You can receive up to $2,250 for
your 1995 (or older) vehicle.
Call us for details.

2007 Honda Civic DX-G

REDUCED
$17,495

4 cylinder, 
5 speed, 4 door,

CD stereo, 
A/C, power
group, tilt,

cruise.
Stk#B931

2006 Honda CRV  SE

REDUCED
$22,995

4x4
Automatic, 4 cyl,
A/C, PW /PDL, 

CD player,
alloys, cruise.

Stk#935

2005 Honda Civic  DX

REDUCED
$13,995

Coupe, 
4 cylinder, auto,
A/C. AM/FM/CD.

Tilt, cruise, 
PW, balance 

factory warranty.
Stk#B917

2007 Honda Accord SE

ONLY
$21,995

Automatic, 
sporty 4 cyl., 

4 door, 
low kms, 

balance of 
factory warranty,

Stk#B926

DL#5963

REDUCED
$11,995

Financing  starting at 2.1%

4 door, 
4 cylinder,
auto, A/C,

AM/FM/CD.
Tilt, cruise,
PW, fully
equipped.
Stk#B922

TOLL FREE 1-800-673-9276
Trans Canada Hwy, Duncan 
beside the Forest Museum

DiscoveryHonda.com

BCHD-October-Truck-4CPD-8x11.786

¥0
.99

%
 fin

an
ce

 of
fer

 is
 ba

se
d o

n a
 60

 m
on

th 
ter

m.
 Li

mi
ted

 tim
e fi

na
nc

e o
ffe

r b
as

ed
 on

 se
lec

t n
ew

 20
12

 P
ilo

t/R
idg

eli
ne

/C
ro

ss
tou

r m
od

els
 an

d a
 60

 m
on

th 
fin

an
ce

 te
rm

 av
ail

ab
le 

on
ly 

thr
ou

gh
 H

on
da

 C
an

ad
a F

ina
nc

e I
nc

. O
.A

.C
. F

ina
nc

e e
xa

mp
le 

ba
se

d o
n a

 ne
w 

20
12

 F
it D

X 
mo

de
l G

E8
G2

CE
X 

an
d a

 24
 m

on
th 

fin
an

ce
 te

rm
 av

ail
ab

le 
on

ly 
thr

ou
gh

 H
on

da
 C

an
ad

a F
ina

nc
e I

nc
. O

.A
.C

.: $
16

,07
5 a

t 0
.99

%
 pe

r a
nn

um
 eq

ua
ls 

$5
48

.61
 pe

r m
on

th 
for

 24
 m

on
ths

. 
Fr

eig
ht 

an
d P

DI
 of

 $1
,49

5 i
nc

lud
ed

. C
os

t o
f b

or
ro

wi
ng

 is
 $1

34
.64

, fo
r a

 to
tal

 ob
lig

ati
on

 of
 $1

8,1
66

.64
. D

ow
n p

ay
me

nt 
of 

$5
,00

0, 
fir

st 
mo

nth
ly 

pa
ym

en
t, e

nv
iro

nm
en

tal
 fe

es
 an

d $
0 s

ec
ur

ity
 de

po
sit

 du
e a

t fi
na

nc
e i

nc
ep

tio
n. 

Of
fer

 in
clu

de
s f

re
igh

t &
 P

DI
. T

ax
es

 ar
e e

xtr
a. 

Fin
an

ce
 on

 ap
pr

ov
ed

 cr
ed

it f
or

 qu
ali

fie
d c

us
tom

er
s o

nly
. F

or
 al

l o
ffe

rs 
lic

en
se

, in
su

ra
nc

e, 
ap

pli
ca

ble
 ta

xe
s a

nd
 re

gis
tra

tio
n a

re
 ex

tra
. D

ea
ler

 m
ay

 se
ll f

or
 le

ss
. D

ea
ler

 tr
ad

e m
ay

 be
 re

qu
ire

d. 
*0

.99
%

 le
as

e o
ffe

r is
 ba

se
d o

n a
 48

 m
on

th 
ter

m.
 Li

mi
ted

 tim
e l

ea
se

 of
fer

 ba
se

d o
n s

ele
ct 

ne
w 

20
12

 P
ilo

t/R
idg

eli
ne

/C
ro

ss
tou

r m
od

els
 an

d a
 48

 m
on

th 
lea

se
 te

rm
 av

ail
ab

le 
on

ly 
thr

ou
gh

 H
on

da
 C

an
ad

a F
ina

nc
e I

nc
. O

.A
.C

. L
ea

se
 ex

am
ple

 ba
se

d o
n a

 ne
w 

20
12

 F
it D

X 
mo

de
l G

E8
G2

CE
X 

an
d a

 24
 m

on
th 

lea
se

 te
rm

 av
ail

ab
le 

on
ly 

thr
ou

gh
 H

on
da

 C
an

ad
a F

ina
nc

e I
nc

. O
.A

.C
.: 0

.99
%

 le
as

e A
PR

 fo
r 2

4 m
on

ths
 O

.A
.C

. M
on

thl
y p

ay
me

nt,
 in

clu
din

g f
re

igh
t a

nd
 P

DI
, 

is 
$1

99
.00

. D
ow

n p
ay

me
nt 

of 
$1

,3
63

.17
, fi

rs
t m

on
thl

y p
ay

me
nt,

 en
vir

on
me

nta
l fe

es
 an

d $
0 s

ec
ur

ity
 de

po
sit

 du
e a

t le
as

e i
nc

ep
tio

n. 
To

tal
 le

as
e o

bli
ga

tio
n i

s $
1,7

49
.63

. T
ax

es
, li

ce
ns

e, 
ins

ur
an

ce
 an

d r
eg

ist
ra

tio
n a

re
 ex

tra
. 4

8,0
00

 ki
lom

etr
e a

llo
wa

nc
e; 

ch
ar

ge
 of

 $0
.12

/km
 fo

r e
xc

es
s k

ilo
me

tre
s. 

De
ale

r m
ay

 se
ll f

or
 le

ss
. D

ea
ler

 tra
de

 m
ay

 be
 re

qu
ire

d. 
.  ¥

$5
,00

0 H
on

da
 ca

sh
 pu

rc
ha

se
 in

ce
nti

ve
 is

 av
ail

ab
le 

on
 al

l 2
01

2 P
ilo

t, R
idg

eli
ne

 an
d C

ro
ss

tou
r m

od
els

. H
on

da
 

ca
sh

 pu
rc

ha
se

 in
ce

nti
ve

 w
ill 

be
 de

du
cte

d f
ro

m 
the

 ne
go

tia
ted

 pr
ice

 be
for

e t
ax

es
 an

d c
an

no
t b

e c
om

bin
ed

 w
ith

 sp
ec

ial
 le

as
e o

r fi
na

nc
e o

ffe
rs.

 D
ea

ler
 m

ay
 se

ll f
or

 le
ss

. D
ea

ler
 tr

ad
e m

ay
 be

 re
qu

ire
d. 

Fo
r a

ll o
ffe

rs 
lic

en
se

, in
su

ra
nc

e, 
ap

pli
ca

ble
 ta

xe
s a

nd
 re

gis
tra

tio
n a

re
 ex

tra
. D

ea
ler

 m
ay

 se
ll f

or
 le

ss
. D

ea
ler

 tr
ad

e m
ay

 be
 re

qu
ire

d. 
 **

MS
RP

 is
 $5

0,1
60

/$
43

,73
0/$

40
,63

0 i
nc

lud
ing

 fr
eig

ht 
an

d P
DI

 of
 $1

,64
0 b

as
ed

 on
 a 

ne
w 

20
12

 P
ilo

t T
ou

rin
g Y

F4
H9

CK
N/

Ri
dg

eli
ne

 To
ur

ing
 Y

K1
F5

CK
NZ

/C
ro

ss
tou

r E
X-

L N
AV

I T
F2

H5
CK

N.
 ¥/

*#
/**

Of
fer

s v
ali

d f
ro

m 
Oc

tob
er

 1s
t th

ro
ug

h 3
1s

t, 2
01

2 a
t p

ar
tic

ipa
tin

g H
on

da
 re

tai
ler

s. 
Of

fer
s v

ali
d o

nly
 fo

r B
riti

sh
 C

olu
mb

ia 
re

sid
en

ts 
at 

BC
 H

on
da

 D
ea

ler
s l

oc
ati

on
s. 

Of
fer

s s
ub

jec
t to

 ch
an

ge
 or

 ca
nc

ell
ati

on
 w

ith
ou

t n
oti

ce
. T

er
ms

 an
d c

on
dit

ion
s a

pp
ly.

 V
isi

t w
ww

.bc
ho

nd
a.c

om
 or

 se
e y

ou
r H

on
da

 re
tai

ler
 fo

r f
ull

 de
tai

ls.

bchonda.com

The Honda

CLEAROUT
MODEL

0.99%¥* Purchase or Lease rates 
on seLect 2012 modeLs.or

model YF4h9cKn

model YK1F5cKnZ

model tF2h5cKn 

JUST ANNOUNCED!

incLudes Freight and Pdi.

$36,560** 
starting From

PilOT 

incLudes Freight and Pdi.

$36,630** 
starting From

RiDgEliNE 

incLudes Freight and Pdi.

$36,630** 
starting From

CROSSTOUR

ThE ONgOiNg BENEfiTS Of OwNiNg A hONDA
high resaLe VaLue. Low cost oF ownershiP. aFFordabLe.  
reLiabLe. FueL eFFicient. adVanced saFetY. Fun to driVe.

$5,000#

cash purchase 
incentiveup to

www.facebook.com/DiscoveryHonda @DiscoveryHonda www.pinterest.com/DiscoveryHonda


