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Weather 
Following daily deluges 
of rain, Saturday is 
supposed to be sunny! 
Highs to 9 C today 
(Wednesday); overnight 
lows to -2 C on 
Saturday. 
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Bus students 
deserted at · 
Fulford stop 

Driver quits before 
Fulford route finished 

By DAWN HAGE 
Driftwood Staff 

South-end students were 
abandoned Thursday when a 
bus driver quit his job before 
finishing the route. 

According to student 
accounts of the incident 
given to parents, the driver 
of Bus #7 appeared to be 
overwhelmed by his middle 
school-aged charges, pulled 
the vehicle over at the stop 
across from the Fulford Inn, 
told the kids they could find 
their own way home and 
left. 

"The transportation super
visor was contacted before 
anyone le,ft the bus," said 
district secretary-treasurer 
Rod Scotvold. "Parents were 
called immediately." 

"We do as much as we 
can to ensure that drivers are 
qualified and react appro
priately to stressful situa
tions," he added. "We were 
surprised too." 

Ken Garner, the district's 
transportation supervisor, 
was notified by radio. 

"I got a call on the radio 
that the bus driver had pulled 
over and was going to go 
no further," said Garner. "I 
immediately got a ride down 
to the Fulford Inn area bus 
stop. It took about 15 min
utes and by the time I arrived 
there were no longer any kids 
on the bus." 

"I took the bus and carried 

on partway up the route to 
check for kids and then-pro
ceeded back to the bus yard. 
I then answered calls from 
parents and we let everyone 
know what had happened." 

Donald Gunn's son was 
riding the bus that day, 
planning to get off at Ful
ford elementary for a soc
cer practice. More than a 
dozen kids involved in the 
session walked to the school 
together. 

"All these children were 
walking up this incredibly 
busy road by themselves in 
the dark," said Gunn. "Par
ents are incredulous and dis
mayed that something like 
this could happen." 

"I always understood that 
the bus driver had to assume 
responsibility to get the kids 
safely home." 

Gunn had unwittingly 
driven past the abandoned 
bus, but had no idea of the · 
situation at the time. 

"I felt really bad," he said. 
"Ifl had known, I would have 
pulled over and given rides 
to as many kids as I could. 
But I didn't know until later 
that there was a problem." 

Gunn said that his son had 
grumbled in the past about 
the bus driver stopping by 
the side of the road on the 
way to school to try to estab
lish calm on the bus. 

"I think he wanted the 
kids to follow pretty strict 
rules and the approach didn't 
seem to be working." 

BUS "STOP" A2 

WAITING FOR SANTA: Hannah Fraser is t he picture of Christfl1as as she waits 
to sit on Sant a's knee, ho lding a bouquet of sparkling seasonal greenery. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Salt Spring cyclist faces long road to recovery 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftw ood Edit or 

A Salt Spring cyclist 
recovering in Victoria Gen
eral Hospital after being hit 
by a vehicle last month sends 
messages of gratitude and 
caution to fellow islanders. 

John Wakefield, who 
works at ArtSpring, orga
nized the 2006 Canadian 
Cancer Society "Relay for 
Life" and was the former 

executive director of Cycling 
B.C., told the Driftwood Fri
day he feels fortunate to be 
alive and part of a supportive 
Salt Spring community. But 
he fears for other pedestrians 
and cyclists who may not 
be so lucky on dark island 
roads. 

"Drivers need to keep 
their eyes open on the road 
and slow down," he said. "I 
ride my bike for my health 

and for the environment and 
I take every precaution. This 
incident should not have 
happened." 

A cycling commuter wear
ing reflective clothing and 
with lights on his backpack 
and bike, Wakefield was 
stationary on the shoulder 
of Upper Ganges Road, just 
before it becomes Robin
son Road. He was waiting 
for traffic to pass when he 

GANGES 
10% off!~~!~,~!~ VJLLAGE MARKET 

was struck from behind by 
a vehicle. 

"I was just slammed," he 
said. 

Wakefield suffered mul
tiple pelvic fractures with 
severe injuries to his sacrum 
and lower back. He also dis
located his left sacroiliac 
(SI) joint and his left fibula 
was- fractured. 

"For about 30 seconds 
[after being hit] I thought I 

was going to be paralyzed 
because I didn't feel my legs. 
The pain was intense." 

Fortunately, he said, a local 
paramedic just off shift came 
upon the scene, followed by 
Salt Spring Fire Rescue per
sonnel, on-duty paramedics 
andRCMP. 

Unfortunately, the cloud 
ceiling was too low to allow 
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M·ake blackouts a 
thing of the past 

CRD elects new board chair for 2007 
\ 

Langford councillor Denise Black
well is the new chair of the Capital 
Regional District (CRD) after her 
name was drawn to break a tie vote last 
Wednesday. 

According to a CRD press release, 
"the result came· after two tied votes of 
the CRD Board between Denise Black
well and the current board ·chair Alan 
Lowe. A tie breaker was held, by draw-

ing a name between the two candidates, 
confirming Blackwell's appointment." 

Esquimalt mayor Chris Clements 
was elected vice chair and there were 
no other nominees for this position. 

TIME HEIGHT 
m It 

03:34 1.8 5.9 
11:23 3.3 10.8 
19:12 1.6 5.2 

14 01:58 2.2 7.2 
TH 04:20 2.2 7.2 

11:42 3.3 10.8 
19:36 1.3 4.3 

15 03:46 2.6 8.5 
FR 05:38 2.5 8.2 

12:01 3.2 10.5 
20:02 1.0 3.3 
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TIME HEIGHT 
m It 

17 05:12 3.1 10.2 
su 08:29 3.0 9.8 

12:42 3.2 10.5 
20:58 0.6 2.0 

18 05:47 3.3 10.8 
MO 09:46 3.1 10.2 

13:06 3.2 10.5 
21:29 0.4 1.3 

19 06:22 3.5 11.5 
TU 10:53 3.2 10.5 

13:34 3.2 10.5 
22:03 0.2 0.7 
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"I think we're very lucky that every
one got home safely in the end." 

SD64 officials were reluctant to give 
details about the circumstances that 
led up to the incident and subsequent 
consequences for the driver, who they 
would not identify. 

"This is a human resources incident 
and I am not willing to talk about the 
details at this point," said Scotvold. 

When questioned about the screen
ing policy in place for school bus driv
ers, he described a standard procedure. 

"We go through all the standard pro
cesses. They fill out a standard appli
cation, we do reference checks - it's 
very detailed." 

He also assured that safety training 
is a regular part of training with other 
courses offered at regular intervals. 

"We've had at least two sessions of 
conflict-resolution classes in the past 
few years," he explained. "There are 
also two sessions every -year with a 
safety consultant and these experts 
touch on dealing with children riding 
the school bus. In 2007 a course has 
been scheduled for conflict resolution 
for bus drivers." 

''I think we dodged a 
bullet here. It's amazing 
that no kid was hurt. II 

-Bill Miles 

"We have one of the best safety train
ing programs in the province." 

Scotvold could not say if this par
ticular driver had attended any behav
iour management or conflict resolution 
classes in his term on the job. 

Bill Miles, a former SD64 bus driver 
of 12 years, was astounded when he 
heard about the incident. 

"I was just floored - absolutely 
floored. It's totally inappropriate and 
outrageous," he said. 

"Sure, it [driving a bus] can be hard 
at times. But you pull over - get out 
- take a break. It is totally unaccept
able for any adult to abandon kids like 
that." 

"I think we dodged a bullet here. It's 
amazing that no kid was hurt.~' 

Miles felt that cutbacks in the district 
are creating undue hardships for drivers. 

"It's three hours a day- who's going 
t9 get by with that? There's cost cutting 

at every opportunity. As soon as the 
four-day week came in we took a 20 per 
cent pay cut." 

"It's driver responsibility, but it's a 
district responsibility too," he added. 
"I asked many times for a para pro
fessional to ride the bus and provide 
support with special needs students. A 
driver could have three special needs 
kids to deal with while driving this 10-
ton truck. They would never allow that 
in a classroom." · 

"They are scrambling all the time to 
fill the vacancies. And then something 
like this happens." 

Scotvold agrees it's difficult to keep a 
full slate of drivers. 

"We encounter real challenges to 
have adequate numbers of staff and 
spare drivers to cover all our routes at 
any given time," he said. 

Both Scotvold and Garner expressed 
apologies to all students and parents 
involved in this incident. 

"We're really sorry, for everyone's 
sake, that this happened," said Garner. 
"Something like this has never hap
pened before and hopefully will never 
happen again." 
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transport to Victoria by heli
copter, so he endured "a 
really difficult journey" to 
Vancouver Island via water 
taxi. 

"On Mortday [November 
27], I had surgery for the 
stabilizer bar . . . and the 
surgeon attempted to screw 
some bolts into place to sta
bilize my back near the SI 
joint, but they weren't suc
cessful," he said. 

"Drivers . . . need 
to slow down 

and be aware of 
all of their 

surroundings. II 
-John Wakefield 

Wakefield will be in Vic 
General until at least Thurs
day. Depending on what 
additional surgery, if any, is 
needed he will either stay 
there longer or be transferred 
to Lady Minto Hospital. 

"I'm looking at least 
another few weeks at Lady 
Minto, so I won't be home 
for Christmas, which is 
unfortunate." 

He tried using a wheel
chair last week, but could 
only stand the pain for a short 
time and has been ordered 
now to one to two weeks of 
complete bedrest. 

Wakefield's long-term 
prognosis is still too early to 
comment on but he is aware 
that it could be months 
before he is walking again. 

Friends and relatives have 
already volunteered to do 
renovations required to make 
his family's home wheelchair 
accessible. 

His wife Sheri is the 
school district's internation
al program student services 
coordinator, and they have 
three children. 

Wakefield has been im
pressed by both the on-scene 
response and overwhelming 
show of support from com
munity members since. 

"The response from peo
ple in the community has 
been just amazing ... It's 
just another reflection of 
how great our community 
is, all the way from the first 
responders to the well-wish
ers." 

"I just count my lucky 
stars," he said. 

Wakefield said he thinks 
the Driftwood's Be Safe Be 
Seen campaign is "great," 
but added his experience is 
proof that wearing reflective 
clothing or lights is still no 
guarantee of safety. 

"Drivers need to use their 
road sense," he said. "They 
need to slow down and be 
aware of all of their sur
roundings." 
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Police issue fraud 
scheme warnings 
for cheques, calls 

~ 
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Salt Spring RCMP have 
received complaints of two 
frauds that appear to be 
going around the island. 

"A business receives a 
cheque that far exceeds 
the cost of service and is 
requested to send back the 
difference," explains a press 
release. "If you do this you 
will find that the original 
cheque is a forgery and the 
business not only loses the 
money that it sent to the 
originator, but is stuck with 
bank fees." 

The second scheme 
involves people receiving an 
automated telephone call in 
which they are told they won 
a cruise and should press 
the number 9 on their phone 
keypad. 

IN MEMORY: Ahava Shira facilitates an annual 
candlelight vigil held in Centennial Park Wednesday 
evening to remember and pay tribute to the female 
engineering students killed in Quebec 17 years ago. 

"This apparently gives 
the people on the other end 
access to your phone infor
mation and they begin mak
ing long distance calls on 
your phone bill." Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Islander Cathie Cunning-

Trustees hope reform plan 
staves off incorporation moye 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Staff 

Islands Trust Council 
hopes efforts to give Salt 
Spring more representation 
will help diffuse the island's 
lingering pro-incorporation 
movement. 

"This will do nothing to 
put the wind back in their 
sails," said Denman Island 
trustee David Graham during 
the latest governance task 
force session held Friday in 
Victoria. "With all the things 
that we are doing, I hope the 
public gets that message." 

Salt Spring trustee George 
Ehring said the communi
ty's reaction will depend 
largely on how the Gover
nance Task Force (GTF) 
addresses concerns over the 
inequity between the taxes 
Salt Spring property owners 
pay to the Islands Trust and 
the services they receive in 
return. 

"I think there is a lot of 
goodwill in the community 
to see what will come of 
this," he told council mem
bers. "If nothing comes of 
this, then we will have a 
problem." 

The Islands Trust set up 
the GTF in April as a way to 
lobby the provincial govern
ment for legislative changes 
that would alter financial 
arrangements and political 
representation between the 
Salt Spring Island Local 

Trust Committee (LTC) and 
the Islands Trust. 

Among options consid
ered by the 13-member panel 
are increasing the number of 
trustees for more populated 
islands, integrating decision 
making between LTCs and 
the Capital Regional District 
(CRD) and increasing the 
number of executive com
mittee members. 

According to Ehring, any 
change to the status quo 
involves convincing the 
Ministry of Community Ser
vices to enact a significant 
legislative change. 

Before presenting its final 
case to the provincial gov
ernment, the GTF will hold a 
formal governance review. 

The Islands Trust has 
issued a Request for Propos
als (RFP) and is accepting 
applications until January 4, 
2007. 

The RFP requests bids on 
conducting a formal review 
to address "specific issues 
related to .local and regional 
governance." 

Costs for the $25,000 
review will be shared 
between the CRD, Islands 
Trust and provincial gov
ernment. A public consulta
tion period will follow the 
report's release in March 
2007. 

Trust vice-chair and 
North Pender Island trustee 
Gary Steeves said ensur-

ing the province receives a 
thorough report is the only 
way to convince the govern
ment to consider lygislative 
change. 

"It's important that people 
on all the islands know we 
haven't just thrown things up 
in the air and left it to Victo
ria," he said. 

Susan Russell, a founding 
member of the pro-incor
poration Islanders for Self
Government, said it is pre
mature to judge if any of the 
proposed governance chang
es will satisfy Salt Spring
ers' demands for increased 
representation at the Islands 
Trust. 

"I think they are awful
ly naive to think this will 
make people on Salt Spring 
happy," she said. "Don't get 
me wrong, this is a step in 
the right direction, but there 
needs to be more public 
input." 

For starters, she said, · 
trustees could consider hold
ing their public governance 
meetings on Salt Spring 
Island. 

"Holding meetings in Vic
toria at 8:30 a.m. on a week
day makes it difficult to get 
involved in the process," she 
said. 

More information about 
the Governance Task Force 
is available online by follow
ing the links at www.island
strust.bc.ca. . 

ON SALE NOW!! 
Hunter Douglas 
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• Woven Woods • Cellular Blinds 
• Wood Blinds • Roller Shades 

• Motorization 

ham was a victim- of the 
phone scam on Tuesday. 

She told the Driftwood she 
received a call with a record
ed message stating she had 
been "randomly selected for 
a free trip to the Bahamas, 
and for more information to 
press 9." 

Cunningham said she 
immediately realized it was 
a scam, but could see how 
others may be easily tricked 
into pressing "9 ." 

She said the call came 
from a Florida number: 407-
111-1110. 

For more information on 
frauds and scams, visit the 
RCMP website at http:// 
www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/scams/ 
index e.htm. 

It gives advice on what 
to do if you are the victim 
of a fraud or scam, either 
by phone, regular mail or e
mail contact. 

As an alternative, call the 
local RCMP detachment at 
537-5555. 
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Parking predicament stalls 
Murakami housing project 

Rocky Kinahan 
Administrative Assistant 

Martin Hoogerdyk 
Certified Financial Planner 

Tom & Leah Woods 

537-1730 
GRACE POINT SQUARE ·• 
mhoogerdyk@berkshire.ca 

By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Staff 

Construction on the 
Murakami Gardens afford
able housing project is slated 
to begin in January, but no 
one can live there until 22 
more parking spaces are 
found. 

Under the current site 
plan, parking is available for 
12 vehicles, but Salt Spring 
Island Official Commu
nity Plan (OCP) guidelines 
require 1.25 parking spaces 
be provided for each of the 
complex's 27 units. 

Speaking at the December 
5 Local Trust Committee at 
ArtSpring, Salt Spring trust
ee George Ehring said he 
could not risk turning down 
potential residents because 
they own a car. 

"I'm uneasy about this 
kind of situation." he said. 
"A car could be the hang-up 
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''Essentially, if 
they can't solve 

the problem, 
they've got a 

problem." 
- George Ehring 

.for someone on the waiting 
list because there aren't suf
ficient parking spaces." 

Trustees Ehring and 
Peter Lamb voted unani
mously to issue the project 
a development permit, but 
stipulated developers may 
only offer accommodation 
once sufficient parking is 
available. 

"Essentially, if they can't 
solve the problem, they've 
got a problem," Ehring said. 

Ganges ' noticeable sum
mer season parking crisis 
places an onus on trustees 

to ensure new projects don't 
aggravate the situation, he 
added. 

"We know the lengths 
business owners are going 
to to try and find additional 
parking for their staff and 
customers, so it's not good 
enough just to say 'go and 
park somewhere else,"' he 
said. "It's something we real
ly need to address." 

"I'm saying this so we are 
all clear we are going into 
this with our eyes open," 
Ehring added. "We are effec
tively saying if we cannot fix 
the parking problem things 
are going to get really messy 
and everybody is aware of 
this." 

Work on the Murakami 
Gardens project began in 
2005 after-Richard and Rose 
Murakami dedicated the 
former fish plant property 
at 167 Rainbow Road for 

use as an affordable housing 
complex. 

Rental of six studios, 14 
one-bedroom, five two~bed
room and two three-bed
room units will be adminis
tered through the Salt Spring 
Island Community Services 
Society. The property is set 
to undergo substantial reno
vations and landscaping 
beginning next month. 

Salt Spring trustees and 
affordable housing advocates 
applauded the move as the 
island's first tangible effort 
to provide accommodation 
for lower income families at 
risk of homelessness. 

"I really don't want to hold 
this project up and we are on 
record as supporting this," 
Ehring said. "I certainly hope 
we can find a way around the 
parking problem because it 
is such a hang-up for such a 
worthwhile project." 

Murakami parking solutions 
offered by project coordinator 

The Murakami Gardens 
project coordinator is confi
dent a solution to the parking 
conundrum exists. 

One option is to rezone 
a nearby Murakami-owned 
property to allow off-site 
parking, but Islands Trust 
staff are not certain the adja
cent property can accommo
date the 22 spaces required. 

Alternatively, said Janis 
Gauthier, she hopes the Salt 
Spring Local Trust Commit
tee (LTC) can reduce parking 
requirements or minimum 
lot sizes through a develop
ment variance permit. 

A survey found nearly 
half of the 50 people on the 
Murakami Gardens wait
ing list do not own a car or 
would be willing to forego 
ownership of one for a unit, 
she added. 

"Car ownership is expen
sive," Gauthier said after the 

meeting. 
"The target residents are 

people at risk of becoming 
homeless and many may 
not be able to own a car for 
whatever reason." 

According to Gauthier, 
the cost of buying land to 
satisfy parking rules could 
reduce the number of units 
that can be provided. Local 
governments are often waiv
ing those requirements for 
housing projects on Vancou
ver Island and in the Lower 
Mainland, she said. 

"A lot of jurisdictions are 
finding it's a concession they 
can live with." 

Project proponents are 
exploring a full range of 
options, including a car
sharing program to bring 
down the number of required 
spaces. 

Since the Rainbow Road 
building is so close to servic-

es and amenities, she added, 
it offers a perfect opportu
nity to reduce the number of 
vehicles in Ganges. 

"We want a pedestrian
friendly core and want to 
make reducing the number 
of vehicles in the downtown 
core a priority," she said. 
"We want to work within 
that vision." 

Gauthier said she plans to 
make more details available 
before the LTC's next meet
ing on January 11 , 2007. 

"The entire group is taking 
this issue very seriously. We 
have to weigh the needs of 
the potential residents with 
realities of the neighbour
hood," she said. "There are 
a number of avenues being 
explored. that can provide a 
workable solution. What we 
don't want is having to pro
vide parking that doesn't get 
used." 

Ferries holiday schedule announced 
Islanders planning to travel between Salt 

Spring and Vancouver Islands on Christmas 
Day and New Year's Day should be aware of 
schedule changes. 

On December 25, 2006 and January 1, 
2007, service between Fulford Harbour 
and Swartz Bay will begin with the 7:50 
a.m. morning departure from Fulford Har
bour. The 6: 15 a.m. sailing from Fulford 
Harbour and 7 a.m. from Swartz Bay are 
cancelled. 

All other sailings between Fulford Har
bour and Swartz Bay will continue on the 
regular Monday schedule. 

As usual, fewer sailings also take place 
between Vesuvius Bay and Crofton. Service 
begins from Vesuvius at 9 a.m. and ends with 
the 5 p.m. sailing. Crofton sailings start at 
10:10 a.m., with the last departure at 5:30 
p.m. from Crofton. 

No dangerous cargo sailings run on those 
two days. 

We offer you our best rate 
..•• the~time! 

Posted GIC rates as of December 12, 2006 
ISCU 

··2.25% 
BMO 
2.25% 

CIBC 
2.15% 
2.15% 
2.25% 

Our Rates 
3.80% 
3.90% 
3.90°At 
3.900/o 

+ 
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PARC· sells off 
tennis structure 

Bookkeeping, Payroll and 
Tax Services 

David Waddington 
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor 

INTO THE LIGHT: Ella Fisher, left, helps Chloe 
Haigh light a candle as the Salt Spring Centre Scl}ool 
holds its annual Advent ceremony, welcoming the 
light in the darkest time of year. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Salt Spring's Parks and 
Recreation Commission 
(PARC) bid farewell to a big 
headache on Tuesday, but 
said goodbye to a bundle of 
money at the same time. 

The Cover-All fabric-cov
ered structure once intended 
for use as an indoor facil
ity on the island was trans
ported to its new owner, the 
Greater Vancouver Regional 
District. 

PARC accepted an offer of 
$100,700 for the structure, 
which PARC paid $278,000 
for in February of this year. 

While disappointed about 
the loss of funds, PARC chair 
Rosemary Trump and mem
ber Peter Lake said the com
mission felt it made sense 
to take the offer now rather 
than wait for the possibility 
of getting more money for 
it later. 

"We started off with a 
first offer of $65,000," noted 
Lake, who handled the 12 or 
13 inquiries received. 

Unfortunately, some inter
ested groups needed a vari
ance or other form of local 
government approval before 
projects could proceed. 

Lake said PARC had to 
determine "do we act and 
take the bird in .the hand 
or wait around and wait 
around?" 

Trump reiterated that it 
still made more sense to take 
the smaller loss than spend 
$1.1-million putting the 
structure on Rainbow Road. 

Capital Regional District 
(CRD) regional director 

Friday boats hit Long Harbour 
earlier with schedule change 

Salt Spring accommoda
tions providers should be 
pleased with a B.C. Ferries 
plan that makes way-late 
Friday night arrivals from 
the mainland a thing of the 
past during the "shoulder 
season." 

"After much struggling 
we have a decent schedule 
for the Friday night sailing," 
said Bob Jones, chair of the 
Salt Spring Ferry Advisory 
Committee last week. 

At present the non-sum
mer schedule sees the Queen 
of Nanaimo leave Tsawwas
sen on Friday nights at 6:30 
p.m., with passenger delivery 
to Galiano, Pender, Mayne 
and Saturna (via transfer) 
by 9:30 p.m. It then returns 
to Tsawwassen to pick up 
Salt Spring-bound passen
gers for departure at l 0:25 
and scheduled arrival on Salt 
Spring at 11 :50 p.m. 

However, the ferry often 
arrives later than that. Even 
if it's on time it means tour
ists arrive at their accom
modations spots well after 

midnight. 
The new proposal for the 

shoulder season - April 6-
June 27, 2007- would see 
the ferry leave Tsawwassen 
at 4:10p.m. on Fridays, for 
service to Mayne, Pender 
and Saturna (via transfer), 
before returning to Tsaw

. was sen to pick up Galiano 
and Salt Spring-bound trav-
ellers. 

An 8:15 p.m. depar
ture would get travellers to 
Galiano by 9:10p.m. and 
Salt Spring at 10:05 p.m. 

"We start earlier in the 
afternoon but you end up in 
Long Harbour at 10:05," said 
Jones. "This is the culmina
tion of a four-year struggle," 
he added. 

Although representatives 
from some other southern 
Gulf Islands were initially 
opposed to the change when 
it was suggested earlier this 
year, Jones said ferry offi
cials pretty much demanded 
that it be made to work. 

A B.C. Ferries Power
Point presentation lists the 

change's pros as: 
• Earlier arrival times for 

Pender, Mayne, Saturna and 
Salt Spring 

• Increases capacity avail
able for all islands 

• Decreased travel time for 
Pender, Mayne and Saturna 

• Minimal transfer wait for 
Satuma (10 minutes vs. one 
hour) 

• Improved on-time per
formance 

• No impact on Route 5 
• All ports maintain their 

Tsawwassen connection on 
Route 9 

• Better traffic manage
ment at Tsawwassen, with 
no additional terminal costs 

Cons listed are: 
• First departure time of 

4:10p.m. may be too early 
for travellers to Pender, 
Mayne and Satuma 

• Later arrival time for 
Galiano travellers 

• Sailing time increases 
overtime for Route 9 by 35 
minutes and Route SA by 20 
minutes 

Gary Holman agreed. 
"The way I look at it is that 

essentially it was a terrible 
decision and the only worse 
decision would have been to 
proceed with a $1.1-million 
tennis facility. You make the 
decision you think is the best 
at the time, and if we decid
ed to go ahead [with the 
project] we wouldn't have 
to deal with selling a used 
tennis structure . . . but we 
wouldn't have to spend $1.1 
million on a tennis structure. 
We felt it was getting out of 
hand and we couldn't sup
port it." 

Holman also repeated 
his past statements that the 
financial loss from the epi
sode would be dealt with. 

"Any shortfall is going to 
be taken into account next 
budget year in terms of the 
[PARC] commission's req
uisition and in terms of my 
own salary." 

CRD staff will also be 
involved in doing a review 
of the process that led to the 
Cover-All purchase, he said. 

A new air supported tennis 
bubble is slated to replace 
the old one at Portlock Park, 
using funds collected by the 
Salt Spring Tennis Associa
tion from rental fees over 
the years. 

However, PARC still needs 
a variance from a Salt Spring 
Island Local Trust Commit
tee Board of Variance that 
required a Thetis Island 
appoinJee before being cre
ated and able to consider 
PARC's request. 

-.fl!Rners 
' ~ Medls you would make .. 

if you had the time! 

Check our website 
for our 

weekly menus or our 
selection at Jana's Bake Shop 

Christine Godlonton 

537-0867 
www. dinnersreadyonsaltspring. com 

QuickBooks Setup and Training 
Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support 

537-0854 
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Advertising 
Deadlines 

Please note: 
the Driftwood office 

will be closed 
Monday December 25 
Tuesday December 26 

FOR THE WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 27 ISSUE: 

Display deadline: Wednesday Dec. 20, 4 pm 

Classified deadline: Thursday, Dec. 21, 4 pm 

Too Late Too Classify: Friday, Dec. 22, 10 am 

The Driftwood is open 
Wednesday, December 27 
to Friday, December 29 

8:3o·am-4:30 pm 

SAM ANDERSON AlllhoriziKJ Ktmnfy for 
AEG, ASKO, BOSCH, 

DCS, DACOR. DANBY. 
DIMPlEX. ELECTROLUX, 
FABER, FISHER PYKELl, 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service 
on all Makes and Models 

Hot Water Tank & Appliance Installation 

EMERGENCY SERVICE fax: 537"1100 ~ 
24 hour. 7 day tel: 537·5268 

pager: 538·9000 

124 LAWNHILL DRIVE, 
SALT SPRING ISLAND, BC, VSK 1 M9 SAM ANDERSON 

Agrichern 
Analytical 
soil plant water testing 

409 Stewart Rd 
Salt Spring, B.C. 
info@agrichem.ca 
www.agrichem.ca 

-

FRIGIDAIRE, GE, 
GAGGENEAU, HOTPOINT, 

INGLIS, KENMORE, 
KITCHENAID, LG, 

MARVELLE, MIELE, 
SUBZERO, 

ULTRALINE, THERMADOR, 
VIKING, WEST KING, 

WHIRLPOOL 

538·1712 

Thank you 
Salt Spring 

$10 
WATER TESTING 

TO SHOW OUR 
APPRECIATION, 
WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER>> 

for Total Coliforms & E. coli 
for the remainder of 2006 

1 & $25 off our testing packages. 

L_" .. "_oo:.eros_:~~~r;m:.per~. 

• 

"'-l'l' 



A6 • WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2006 NEWS BEAT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

~Tis ·the Season •.• Local curriculum reform explored 
at Ottawa educators' conference 

Automatic ~
Home Standby Generator 

SECURITY & SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
-quiet -clean -sale -convenient 

• High efficiency wood, gas fireplaces & stoves 
• Heat pumps • Furnaces 

By STACY 
CARDIGAN SMITH 
Driftwood Staff 

Potential reforms to the 
School District 64 (SD 64) 
curriculum were on the 
agenda in Ottawa last week 
as superintendent Jeff Hop
kins met with representatives 
from the Canadian Coun
cil on Learning (CCL) and 
John Abbott of 21st Century 
Learning. 

The CCL is a non-profit 
corporation that supports 
research to improve learn
ing in Canada. 21st Century 
Learning is an organization 
led by Abbott that fosters 
new approaches to learning 
in Canada and the United 
Kingdom. CCL has support
ed the work of 21st Century 
in Canada since September 
2005. 

Hopkins began to discuss 
with community members 
the possibility of systemic 
reforms that would favour 
global sustainability issues 
in the curriculum. 

extensive discussions with 
both the education ministry 
and the public. 

Hopkins said Abbott will 
return to the island in Febru
ary or March for an extended 
period of time to work with 
different groups. 

• Power generators • Gas piping 

• 

Hopkins shared details 
about the experience at 
last Wednesday's school 
board meeting, stating that 
although nothing has been 
set in stone , many par
ties, including himself, are 
intrigued by the local district 
and the possibilities here. 

The meeting was also 
attended by other superin
tendents from across Cana
da, and representatives from 
provincial education minis
tries, including Saskatche
wan and New Brunswick. 

Hopkins said he has been 
fascinated with Abbott's 
work since attending a lec
ture by the acclaimed educa
tionalist a few years ago. 

After becoming SD64 
superintendent in August, 
Hopkins worked to bring 
Abbott to the island. 

According to Hopkins, 
Abbott "fell in love with this 
school district," and particu
larly with the open-minded
ness of the people, when he 
gave a lecture on Salt Spring 
in November. 

After Abbott's visit , 

One example would be 
changing the current out
come-based high-school 
curriculum towards cogni
tive apprenticeship, a type of 
learning that allows students 
to develop a part of their own 
curriculum. 

"[It is] sort of like an 
individualized program of 
study," said Hopkins. "This 
is not a new idea, but it 
hasn't really been done in a 
large-scale way." 

But "making changes is 
tricky," said Hopkins. "I 
always feel that I'm being 
evasive [when I talk about 
potential changes], but it's 
so f illed with educational 
jargon." 

Hopkins said these chang
es will not happen without 

He added other districts, 
like #71 in the Comox Val
ley, are looking at similar 
changes, but might have a 
harder time initiating them 
because of their large size. 

"As they say, small ships 
can turn easily," said Hop
kins of SD64. 

Hopkins will meet with 
a ministry representative 
on Friday to further discuss 
potential changes and "what 
leeway we can have as a dis
trict to pursue these things." 

Although initial reforms 
will not require much from 
the ministry, further changes 
might eventually demand 
some "flexibility" on their 
behalf, said Hopkins. 

organif ·c bedding • nat~ra1 
mattt-esses . .. . .. bags• bamboo bah] 
clothing • sfl ~r raaios • recyclea 

tlassware.• o. rganic cotton towels • tree~ 
ee journals • aromatherapy · • bamboo 

owls .•. and so much more 

High winds force Monday road detours 
Winds reaching speeds of up to 100 

kilometres per hour sent trees crashing 
onto roads and power lines across the 
island Monday evening. 

sure of Trincomali Heights in the eve
ning. 

In addition to driving rain and heavy 
winds, several volunteers had to con
tend with verbal abuse from drivers 
forced to detour or wait in line, accord
ing to deputy fire chief Dan Akerman. 

notify emergency services by calling 
9-1-1," he said. 

By Tuesday morning, he said, hydro 
crews had managed to restore power to 
the majority of the 2,603 customers left 
without power after Monday's storm. 
Six crews continued attempts to recon
nect the remaining 700 customers. 

Salt Spring Fire and Rescue crews 
were called to the 1200 block of Ful
ford-Ganges Road at 4:30p.m. where 
a set of power lines fell across the 
road. 

Firefighters closed the road in both 
directions for nearly five hours while 
they awaited BC Hydro crews and 
helped clear debris from the scene. 
Traffic was rerouted along Stewart 
Road until9 p.m. 

"They're there to volunteer their time 
and their only concern is the public's 
safety," said Akerman. "They don't 
need that kind of thing." 

"Things aren't nearly as bad consid
ering the state of what happened on 
Vancouver Island," Olynyk said, adding 
that 90,000 customers there spent most 
of Monday evening without power. 

BC Hydro Vancouver Island spokes
person Ted Olynyk said drivers should 
not drive over or approach fallen lines 
under any circumstances. 

Another set of lines caused the clo- "Stay back at least 10 metres and 

With wet and windy weather forecast 
until the end of the week, BC Hydro's 
task is unlikely· to get easier, he said. 

()4} ith our MOBILE SERVICE, we 
can deliver the same great product as any 
other store, with less overhead. The result; 
SAVE MONEY without sacrificing 
quality. Choose Saffron's knowledgeable, 
professional staff to provide you with a 
personal interior decor consultation and 
estimate in your own home. We specialize 
in custom work, drapery, bedding and 
carry a wide selection of Hunter Douglas 
products. 

Contractors form united front 
through creation of new group 

Island contractors hope a 
newly formed citizens group 
will raise awareness about 
the consequences of the 
Islands Trust's proposed soil 
removal bylaw. 

The group's 70 members 
are concerned a fee-based 
permitting system to limit 
the amount of soil, dirt and 
rock individuals may remove 
from their property will have 
a crushing impact on the 
island's economy. 

Speaking to trustees and 
audience members at last 
week's Local Trust Commit
tee (LTC) meeting at Art
Spring, the Salt Spring Con
tractors Association spokes
person Ron Spencer said 
interested parties formed the 
group after trustees gave the 
proposed soil removal bylaw 
first reading at an LTC in 
November. 

Spencer said contractors 
were "shocked into action" 
when trustees elected to for
ward the proposed bylaw 
to the Islands Trust's Advi
sory Planning Commission 
(APC) before scheduling 
a public hearing in early 
2007. 

He said costs for permits 
and geotechnical surveys 
required under the proposed 
bylaw stand to impact island 
property owners and taxpay
ers more than the group's 
members. 

"Contractors don't really 
lose out at all," he said. 

Ensuring the proposed 
bylaws are adequately 
enforced, Spencer added, 
will likely require more tax 
revenue for additional bylaw 
enforcement officers. 

Permit costs and surveys 
called for by the bylaw will 

likely be passed on to the 
consumer, he said. 

Trustee& George Ehring 
and Peter Lamb said pre
vious meetings with the 
group assured them the 
association will help cre
ate a "fair and enforceable" 
bylaw. 

"This opens up the lines of 
communication and will help 
everyone keep in touch more 
regularly," Ehring said. 

Bylaw proponents such as 
Salt Spring Island Conser
vancy and the Stewart Road 
Residents Association main
tain proposed bylaws 418 
and 419 are required to limit 
and monitor the amount of 
aggregate removed from 
island properties. 

Aggregate is required by 
island home builders for 
foundations, infill and the 
construction of driveways. 

SAFFRON HunterDouglas 
Wmdow Fashion&Drnpery 

www.saffronwindows.com 

window fashions 

* Free installation on orders over $1,000 TOLL FREE: 1-877-744-2522 OR 744-2523 
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DANCE MOVES: Hannah Everest and Chloe Melious perform Ghetto at last 
week's dinner theatre production staged by GISPA (Gulf Islands School of Per
forming Arts) at the high school. Photo by John Cameron 

Mayne will face water crisis 
An Islands Trust water 

report released last week 
predicts the use of non-pota
ble water will increase by 
between 20 and 25 per cent 
on Mayne Island in the next 
30 years. 

"As the demand for water 
increases on the Gulflslands, 
adequate water supply and 
more storage capacity will 
be key factors in meeting our 
water needs," said Kim Ben
son, chair of Islands Trust 
Council in a press release 
issued Friday. 

"Rainwater can be a big 
part of the solution." 

Benson said the water 
report will help trustees and 
planners determine which 
new policies to introduce 

to avoid a water-shortage 
crisis. She added that pub
lic education to encourage 
water conservation and rain 
water harvesting should be 
a priority. 

The report also estimates 
that potable year -round house
hold water use will decrease 
by 1 0 per cent on Mayne 
Island due to low water use 
fixtures and appliances and 
through increasing water con
servation awareness. 

The report was commis
sioned earlier this year and 
made possible by a pro
vincial government grant. 
It is the result of a project 
to assess the supply and 
demand elements for rain
water harvesting by looking 

Virus-like outbreak 
litnits hospital access 

Officials at Lady Minto 
Hospital are restricting 
access to the extended care 
unit (ECU) after a gastro
intestinal outbreak affected 
five of the ward's 29 patients 
earlier this week. 

"This is the time of year 
when Norwal virus becomes 
a concern and we are tak
ing no chances," said Bill 
Relph, the hospital's man
ager of patient-client care. 
"We'd rather play it safe than 
be sorry." 

Relph said the hospital 
instituted the restriction on 
Sunday afternoon after sev
eral patients reported severe 
cases of diarrhea, nausea and 
vomiting. 

On Monday Relph said 
he expected test results con-

firming the source of the ill
ness by mid-week. 

At that point, he said, hos
pital staff will have a better 
idea how to respond. 

In spite of the restrictions 
to ECU access, the hospital 
is still accepting patients and 
allowing visitors to its acute 
care side. 

''We haven't had to send 
anybody home," he said. 

Aside from asking hospi
tal staff and visitors to pay 
additional attention to hand 
washing, everything else 
is normal at the facility, he 
said. 

ECU staff have been asked 
to wear disposable masks 
and gloves in an effort to 
contain any potential viral 
outbreak. 

at typical Gulf Islands roof
tops and water consumption 
patterns. 

A second grant will fund 
another study to provide rec
ommendations on how to 
implement the findings in 
the rainwater report. Grants 
for the projects total $15,000 
and are provided through 
the Ministry of Community 
Services under the Local 
Government Grants Act for 
infrastructure planning. 

The report, titled Rainwa
ter Availability and House
hold Water Consumption for 
Mayne Island, is available 
on the Islands Trust website 
at www.islandstrust.bc.ca 
unde,r Mayne Island Local 
Trust Area. 

.c. I"\. 1 

Transport 
dilutes 
sewage 
rules 

Less than six months after 
Transport Canada announced 
plans to implement stringent 
sewage standards for plea
sure craft operators, the end 
result is looking more like a 
drop in the bucket. 

Tom Morris, Transport 
Canada's marine safety divi
sion manager for environmen
tal protection, said the pub
lic made it clear regulations 
would have a serious impact 
on recreational boaters across 
the country during a 90-day 
public comment period. 

Due to a lack of shore
based facilities in Canadian 
waters, Transport Canada
is reviewing regulations 
requiring that all sewage be 
dumped at recognized sites. 

Under the new regula
tions, boaters will be permit
ted to discharge untreated 
sewage in areas where no 
such facilities exist. 

According to Morris, the 
proposed regulations should 
provide sufficient incentives 
that fixed or mobile pump
out stations would be avail
able by the time enforcement 
is expected to begin in 2010. 

Transport Canada has 
also decreased the minimum 
discharge distance from the 
shore from 12 to three nauti
cal miles. 

For more information, 
contact Morris at (613) 991-
3170 or morrist@tc.gc.ca. 

STUDY AND WORK 
CLOSE TO HOME 
Coming to a Community Near You 

To become a 
Community Health Worker 

Be eligible for a job paying nearly $20/hr 

Call today 604-877-0690 
DRAKE MEDOX COLLEGE I www.bcdrakemedox.ca I 
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OPINION GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

0 Polls like him 
HE WOULDN'T GO UP 

WITHOUT A PARACHUTE \ 

At first glance it would be easy to wonder if the Liberal Party of 
Canada made the right decision in choosing Stephane Dion as their 
new leader. 

' ,, 
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They picked another Liberal leader from Quebec yet perceived 
as unpopular in that province, and one who doesn't exactly sweep 
people off their feet with wily rhetoric and florid tone - at least 
in English. 
, But about 10 days after the deed was done, polls indicated Cana
dians were warming up in response to what they've seen and heard 
so far. An Ipsos-Reid poll conducted for CanWest News Service 
and Global TV between December 5-7 found Liberal popularity 
had jumped seven percentage points from the previous month, up 
to 38 per cent, compared to 32 per cent for Conservatives (a drop 
of five per cent), 19 for the NDP (two per cent drop) and 11 per 
cent for the Bloc Quebecois (unchanged). 

The poll showed that the Liberals would be supported by 39 per 
cent of B.C. voters if an election was held today, with the Conser
vatives gaining 26 per cent and the NDP 24 per cent in our prov
ince. Liberal support is running at 45 per cent in Ontario (35 per 
cent for Conservatives), and 30 per cent in Quebec, compared with 
43 per cent for the Bloc and 18 per cent for Conservatives. 

While it's still mighty early in Dian's career as Liberal leader, 
his choice could even signal a welcome change in political percep
tions, where the public tunes in to substance and integrity, rather 
than emotionally responding to so-called "charisma." 

Meaningful task 
Once again the eyes of Salt Spring Island local government pun

dits will be on the Islands Trust as it hires a consultant to undertake 
"a focused governance review to address specific issues related to 
local and regional governance in the Islands Trust area." 

Trust committee size, representation at Trust Council and coor
dination with regional districts are three topics included in the 
review. At this point it's hard to see how those basic issues can 
tackle the governance challenges of our growing community. 

But all could become clear by the time a draft report is due in 
April of 2007. 

Land bank housing expands through support, vision 
By ANDREW LEWIS 

VIEW 
POINT 

totalling $329,650. However, what 
has really made this possible is the 
vision and tenacity ofNeddy Har
ris and a core group of eager staff 
and volunteers. 

such a wage be found, it is dif
ficult to find a job that regularly 
provides 40 hours per week. Busi
nesses that do pay decent, living 
wages often offer part-time work. 

December is the second birthday 
for the creation of the Salt Spring 
Island Land Bank Society (the 
Land Bank). It is time to celebrate 
and thank our community for sup
porting us and to share the latest 
news of our progress with you. 

The Land Bank's role is to 
help provide desperately needed 
affordable housing on the island. 
Resolving this urgent need on Salt 
Spring will not happen overnight, 
but recognizing the need and mak
ing the first positive steps with 
the cooperation of the Islands 
Trust, local business, community 
groups and individuals has been 
an affirming experience - a sign 
of hope ~d worth celebrating. 

tion and is beginning to emerge 
from years of neglect to shine in 
all its 1912 glory! 

measurably. This year the Land 
Bank purchased the new Transi
tion House for men, fondly known 
as Grandma's House. We are proud 
to be partnered with the Victoria 
Human Exchange Society in the 
running of this house, which is 
now fully operational, serving four 
tenants. We have had to upgrade 
the septic system and we are apply
ing for grants to upgrade the win
dows and insulation, ensuring the 
occupants are as warm, safe and 
secure as they would be at their 
own grandmother's house. 

The Land Bank has just com
pleted a housing survey for Salt 
Spring. Some of the results show 
that 20-25 per cent of our popula
tion are renters, forced to move 
on a regular basis, unable to buy a 
home. A review of the Driftwood 
ads recently indicated that $750/ 
month is a mid-range rent for a 
one-bedroom unit. Affordability is 
often quoted as being 30 per cent 
of an individual's income. 

With your support and the hard 
work of volunteers, the Land Bank 
has made a tremendous start, 
helping develop real solutions to 
our housing crisis. Your continued 
support will ensure our first small 
steps will grow. 

You may recall in our first year 
the Land Bank purchased the 
"Dean Road House." This is now 
home to eight working islanders, 
has undergone extensive renova-

Efforts have been made to 
honour the exterior architecture. 
Two new bathrooms have been 
added, so that the house now has 
three altogether, and innovative 
water conservation technologies 
are being employed. The house 
had virtually no insulation and the 
roof leaked badly when the Land 
Bank bought it in July 2005. This 
has now been fixed and house
mates who have been in residence 
during past winters are delighted 
with improvements. Sound barrier 
insulation has been added between 
all the rooms, increasing privacy 

To make this remarkable prog
ress possible in two short years, 
the Land Bank has received grants 
and donations from CMHC, Vic
toria Foundation, Salt Spring 
Foundation, VanCity, CRD, Real 
Estate Foundation, Regional 
Housing Trust Fund, Slegg Lum
ber, Windsor Plywood, and many 
individual community donations, 

For $750 to be "affordable," 
therefore, an income is required 
of $2,500/month: 40 hours per 
week@ $15.63 per hour multiplied 
by four weeks. 

It is difficult for ordinary work
ing folk to secure a job that pays 
$15.63/hr on Salt Spring; should 

We are a registered charity, so 
any donation you c.an offer now 
will receive a tax receipt for 2006. 
You can mail a cheque payable to 
The Salt Spring Island Land Bank 
Society to 1115 Beaver Point 
Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C., 
V8K 1X2, or for more informa
tion download the brochure from 
www.andrewlewis.ca/landbank 

The writer is the chair of the Salt 
Spring Island Land Bank Society. 

SPCA provides safe haven for animals in need of homes 
By JENA PEORI We have adopted out two facilities because we do have improved and stronger cru- well as with what we are. 

To begin I would like to IN cats positive for FIV, sev- the financial resources avail- elty laws. Over the last year Caring for 30-50 cats at 
thank Peter Vincent and all eral senior cats aged 15-18, able to us. We do respond to we have been participating one time takes a lot of time, 
SPCA supporters for being DEPTH a three-legged cat and a cruelty complaints concern- in the End Animal Cruelty emotional energy and perse-
there for us through thick one-eyed cat (both rescued ing all domestic animals, Campaign. Locally we were verance. Luckily, the shelter 
and thin. Indeed, the us does after being hit by cars). In including dogs. A new policy able to get 600 action letters has a team of wonderful vol-
not really include me, but the homes for dozens of orphaned my three years at the shelter concerning dogs allows us signed. unteers. 
thousands of homeless and and feral kittens that come we have never ·euthanized to accept dogs people wish There are other things that As I sit here and finish 
abused animals that the B.C. into our care every year. We a cat for having an upper to surrender here on Salt we could be doing. We sim- writing this letter I share 
SPCA does help every year. nurse back to health dozens respiratory Infection. In fact Spring and transfer them to ply do not have the people my desk with Senior Migel. 
These animals are grateful of kittens and cats that come we have managed to adopt another BCSPCA animal power. I can assure every- Senior is dying. He has a 
for a safe haven while they into our care in poor health. out all cats needing homes, shelter on Vancouver Island one that shelter volunteers tumour in his kidneys and 
wait for a permanent home. We groom, we feed, and we even transferring cats in that houses dogs. and myself all give every- sadly there is nothing that we 

In response to Lyn Mac- love. I am the only paid staff from other, more populated Unfortunately, the law is thing that we can. It's true can do for him beside pro-
Donald's letter last week, I'd at our local shelter. shelters. not black and white concern- we mainly deal with cats. vide him with a warm bed, 
like to clarify what services The Salt Spring shelter We run a spay/neuter pro- ing dogs on chains. We can- The cats need us. We are lots of food and love in his 
and programs the Salt Spring only euthanizes animals that gram. Not only are all kit- not take a dog away from a doing what we can and we last few weeks. Senior is just 
branch of the BCSPCA does are very, very ill. In each tens, cats and rabbits spayed person just because they are are proud of it. one of about 200 cats that 
offer. Our local animal shel- individual case we not only or neutered prior to adop- housed outside on a chain. If anyone would like to have past through our local 
ter houses and re-homes examine all medical possi- tion, low-income pet owners We must act in accordance come on down to our shelter shelter this year. Gratefully, 
175-225 cats per year and bilities but we consider the can apply for financial help with the criminal code and and meet us and the animals here at Qur Salt Spring shel-
eight to 15 rabbits per year. physical, mental and emo- if they cannot afford to spay before we seize any animal needing homes we would be ter we are able to find homes 
That in itself is no easy task. tional well-being of the ani- or neuter their pet. The sub- we must convince a judge to happy to show· you around for all our cats or provide a 

It takes dozens of volun- mal in our care. Last year we sidy is used for cats, dogs issue a warrant and follow and introduce ourselves. warm and loving home until 
teers to do countless hours had to euthanize 12 animals, and rabbits. the letter of the law. Better yet if you would like it too is their time. 
of scooping and organizing. 10 cats and two rabbits. All We do not house dogs At a provincial level, we to volunteer, give us a call. 
We do endless laulldrY and of them had serious medical because we do not have the are activelv lobJ:lYing th_e We would ove helo with The writer is suuervisor. of 
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We asked: Has the election of Stephane Dian helped the Liberal party? 

Brook Holdack Charles Hingston Maureen Neff Lori Russell 
Nobody has made me happy 
so far. That s why I stay away 
from politics. 

Graham Wiseman 
Its a fresh start with fresh 
ideas. Who knows if that will 
be enough? 

Its still too soon to tell. It will It can only get better. 
take more than one person to 

I think they ought to do better 
because they sure can 't do 
any worse. change my view of the whole 

party. 

Letters to the Editor 
Welcome Alliance will be prepared to Debate to do ANYTHING for this 

consider the unique position community. That they are 
new group of Salt Spring among the issue so generous to local groups 

Congratulations to the islands - a much larger and It's no surprise really, but demonstrates beyond a 
Gulf Islands Alliance on more diverse population, an our MP Gary Lunn voted doubt their commitment to 
the formation of a group for increasing level of develop- in favour of reopening the and support of Salt Spring 
citizens concerned with the ment and a disproportionate debate on same-sex mar- Island and all its residents. 
preservation of the southern level of taxation to support riage. It is beyond comprehension 

the aims of the Trust. Gulf Islands. Perhaps they will be able Happily, the motion was that anyone would complain 
This group will be a valu- defeated and we don't have about their generosity. They 

able addition to the groups to help our group, Islanders to waste any more time dis- give and give - to many 
already existing to support for Self-Government (www. cussing something that's charities and organizations. 

islandgov.org), convince the the "preserve and protect" 
different levels of govern- already been decided. Thrifty's also has the 

goals of the Islands Trust 
ment that it is time to bring Wouldn't it be nice if he right to alter its method of 

Act, like the Salt Spring 
local control and governance was willing to debate issues supporting various groups, 

Conservancy, the water 
to Salt Spring, under the that should be priorities, and any individual wishing 

council and others. like climate change, the war to support a group not on 
The Islands Trust is doing continuing protection of the 

in Afghanistan, and health Thrifty's list is free to do so 
Islands Trust. the very best job it can do 

Perhaps they will be able care? by any means convenient to 
in protecting our way of 

to advocate for municipal BRIAN SMALLSHAW, that donor. 
life, considering that it was Bay Ridge Place JANE HORSBURGH, 
formed by the provincial status for Salt Spring Island. Brinkworthy 
government in 197 4, at a Local municipal government Unquestioned 
time when Salt Spring was could prove to be the best 

generositYe Favourite 
considerably smaller than it way to slow the growth on 
is now. And, unlike now, at our island, and protect the Concerning Smi e Cards store 
that time the B.C. govern- values we cherish about this versus Community Chest I am writing in response to 
ment provided a sustainable special island. donations; some of the previ- letters submitted by Denise 
level of financing to meet the SUSAN RUSSELL, ous pieces in the Driftwood Bachman, condemning the 
object of the Trust. Islanders for miss the point entirely. changes to the Community 

Hopefully the Gulflslands Self-Government Thrifty's is not obligated Chest program. 

First, in my mind, we direct inquiries to Thrifty's 
must not forget how gener- to answer my questions. It is 
ous Thrifty's has been to any their prerogative to organize 
charity that has approached the donations to the commu-
them over their many years nity in any way they see fit. 
of operation. It is their I have applied to the new 
choice to do this, and there program as the director of 
is no one on this island who one of the Community Chest 
has not benefitted. beneficiaries. I think it will 

This amount of money, benefit our organization even 
given to the charity of our more, since a five per cent 
choice, with every pur- donation based on purchases 
chase we made, was given is very substantial. It may 
by Thrifty's to the registered not be as easy for the public 
groups, not by us! These to respond or to support as 
funds came from their bot- many causes this way, again, 
tom line, not from our pock- nothing is stopping any of us 
ets directly. from getting involved sup-

There is nothing stopping porting our own causes. 
any of us from supporting the Third, I have received 
causes we like, by directly nothing but good service 
donating our time or money. and a great selection of 
Second, there has been a lot food products over the years 
of confusion about the new and shall continue to shop 
Smile Card program. The wholeheartedly at my favou-
timing for implementation rite grocery store. 
was unfortunate, but this MARSHA GOLDBERG, 
store was the last holdout for Salt Spring 
the new program; it is chain 
wide. I, for one, made some MORE LETTERS A 10 

Winter vacations to Mexico worth the risk of violence 
I would like to 

issue a special Salt 

Spring travel a~visory HEAD TO HEAD 
to those planmng on 
spending a sun-soaked 
month on the beaches 

BY PETER VINCENT 

of Mexico this winter. 
Be careful. Be very, very careful. 

I am not the first to issue this 
travel advisory. Our own fed
eral government has issued dire 
warnings, citing such niceties as 
random shootings of Canadians, 
kidnappings, sexual assaults and, 
of course, robberies. They advise 
not going out after dark, stick
ing to the main toll roads and 
only taking a cab which has been 
phoned in from your hotel, where 
you can verify the driver's name 
and the taxi's licence plate. 

The United States has issued a 
similar warning, advising citizens 
to avoid Oaxaca at all costs. The 
U.S. has also begun construction of 
a towering security fence running 
along the border of Mexico and 
California, Arizona and New Mex
ico. The Great Wall of America. 

What's going on down there? 
Plenty. First, the drug wars have 
spun out of control. The police 
and the army seem powerless to 
do anything about it. Powerless, 
or bought off, or cowed into sub
mission by the drug cartels. 

Those groups are tearing a page 

out of the Al Qaeda handbook, 
decapitating their competitors and 
tossing the heads onto crowded 
dance floors in tourist towns. Per
formance theatre. A father learned 
of his son's murder on local televi
sion, and was compelled to iden
tify the body, contained in five 
plastic garbage bags. 

Mexico is rapidly closing in on 
2,000 murders for the year. In the 
border town of Nuevo Laredo, 
there have been dozens of U.S. 
tourists kidnapped. Two dozen 
remain unresolved. Have you 
heard of the term "express kid
nap?" That's when a taxi picks 
you up, then promptly picks up a 
gun-totin' accomplice, who forc
es you to drain your account at 
a nearby ATM, then dumps you 
curbside. A real growth industry 
in Mexico City. 

But let's leave the colourful 
world of narco terrorism and law
lessness for a moment, and talk 
politics. Past president Vincente 
Fox's hand-picked candidate Feli
pe Calderon won by the slimmest 
of margins in the recent federal 
elections, prompting the opposi-

tion party to cry foul. There is 
rioting in the streets of Oaxaca. 
A journalist recording the fracas 
was shot dead by police. Mexico 
is now listed as the second most 
dangerous place on the planet for 
journalists, just behind Iraq~ 

Mr. Calderon's hurried inaugu
ration featured politicians engag
ing in fist fights and tossed chairs, 
all witnessed by a wide-eyed Ste
phen Harper, who later described 
the circus as "interesting." The 
man has a gift for the understate
ment. Outside, riot police, four 
deep, were being pelted by water 
balloons filled with paint. 

Yet despite the chaos and vio
lence, Canadians go down there in 
droves. Last year, about 800,000 
Canadians visited Mexico and 
spent over $900 million. We still 
harbour an irrational expectation 
of safety, particularly in the tourist 
centres on the coast. Is it justified? 

The last time I was in Puerto 
Vallarta, there were no beggars 
on the streets. There were army 
choppers buzzing over the para
sails. There were open-top jeeps 
patrolling the streets with military 
guys draped over the roll bars 
brandishing AK47 assault rifles. 
But there were no beggars on the 
streets. Beggars make the tour
ists uncomfortable. I wonder how 
this popular resort town would 

look without this continual police 
presence? 

With all this fire power, are 
tourists safe? Sadly, no. Just this 
spring, an elderly Canadian cou
ple had their throats neatly slit 
in their hotel room at an upscale 
resort just outside of Cancun. The 
Mexican authorities tried to pin it 
on two vacationing women from 
Thunder Bay. Oddly enough, a 
hotel employee, who was seen 
in the victims' company - an 
employee with elite military train
ing - hasn't shown up for work 
since the incident. Hmmrn. 

How safe are we, when the 
police, the government, the taxi 
drivers and the hotel employees 
are all in the same bed? But it's 
"Happy Hour." When something 
is morally taxing, we in North 
America tend to put on the Ray
Bans, take another sip, and look 
the other way. 

So what about the $900 mil
lion that we spend on tequila and 
blankets and cheap souvenirs? 
Are we helping to prop up this 
crumbling, third-world-style 
economy? You bet your ass we 
are. We continue to go down there 
because it's cheap and it's hot, as 
opposed to, say Hawaii, which is 
expensive and hot. Or even Costa 
Rica or Cuba, which is a teeny 
bit more expensive and hot. This 

week, Travel Zoo was advertis
ing a seven-day all-inclusive trip, 
including air, to Puerto Vallarta 
from Edmonton for $497. Cheap 
and hot. 

But things are changing. 
Thanks to NAFTA, large cor
porations are opening up manu
facturing plants just south of the 
U.S. border. There is a burgeon
ing middle class emerging in 
Mexico. The Mexican economy 
rose 4.6 per cent in the third quar
ter of this year alone. The busiest 
Wal-Marts are on the border and 
open 24/7. 

As any economist will tell you, 
the secret to stability is a strong 
middle class. When you fork over 
a few pesos to the street vendor 
in Malaque, you are in a sense 
pulling up everyone by the boot 
straps, just a little. 

So do you or don't you? Do you 
help lurch the country forward 
one peso at a time, or do you pun
ish the fledgling government by 
taking your flip-flops to anoth
er country? Do you feel lucky, 
punk? 

In my opinion, go for it. Last
ing change is slow and gradual, 
not short and violent. Keep going 
down there and keep transform
ing Malaque. A thousand-mile 
journey begins with one step. 

petevinc@telus.net 
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* lUe are opt!l 
Cafe · weaends! 

• Hydraulic hoses 
• Complete automotive repairs 

• Electronic engine analysis 
• Tune ups • Oil changes 
• Four wheel drive service 

• Suspension shocks and struts 
• Fuel injection 

for appointment 

538-8585 

More letters 
Telus storv 

I would like to thank the 
Salt Spring Chamber of Com
merce, the Driftwood and 
the office of our local MLA, 
Murray Coell, for patiently 
listening to my Telus experi
ence arising from the snow
storm. 

If(as I suspect) any ofyou 
had a part in the subsequent 
speedy restoration of my 
phone service, an extra spe
cial thank you! 

Like everyone else in this 
area, I have a snowstorm 
story. Fortunately I lost hydro 
for only a few hours, but my 
phone and cable internet/tele
vision stayed off. 

On November 28, 2006, 
when the phone had remained 
off for 24 hours, I walked 
to a neighbour's home and 
called Telus repair service. 
They booked me for repair on 
January 17, 2007, which is a 
time lapse of seven and a half 
weeks, or a total of 55 days. 

At first I was incredulous, 
and then I was mad. My busi
ness is home based: I would 
not be able to contact my 
students or clients for nearly 
two months. And what if I 
had an emergency situation? 
My home is in a "dead" area 
for cell phones, so that is not 
an option. I live on a main 
road and the problem is on 
the main road, not on private 
property, so access is not a 
problem. 

the date for repair. The Telus 
customer relations manager 
thar I spoke to confirmed the 
January 17 date scheduled for 
repair. However, he agreed 
that it was a long time to wait, 
decided to investigate the 
issue and said he would get 
back to me in 24 hours. 

In the intervening 24 hours 
I talked to various people and 
ljstened to their Telus ser
vice connection difficulties. 
It seemed that many other 
Salt Spring residents had 
been getting the Telus "wait 
patiently and we'll be there in 
January" story as well. Sub
sequently I decided to call 
the Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce, the Driftwood, 
and finally, Mr. Coell's office. 
Everyone listened and sym
pathized, and Mr. Co ell's 
office staff decided to inquire 
directly to Telus. 

Yes, the story ends happily. 
The Telus supervisor called 
me within 24 hours, and gave 
me my new date of reconnec
tion: December 8. However, 
on December 2, two days 
after my phone calls to vari
ous offices, the Telus truck 
rumbled up, the worker clam
bered out and I was recon
nected. 

formerly of Studio 1 03 and Bristol Cutters 
I then decided to call a 

Telus customer relations 
manager, to double-check 

Total days without a phone: 
five. In the end, I received 
very good service, in fact bet
ter than the service one can 
generally expect from Telus 
even in the best of weathers! 
This time, I received two calls 
from Tetus, one automated 
and one personal after my 
reconnection to see if I was 
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satisfied with my repair ser
vice. This is a first! 

My issue with Telus is in 
no way intended as a criticism 
of the technicians, servicemen 
or repair crews. I think we all 
need to give a huge cheer to 
all the crews: hydro, cable and 
telephone, who continue to 
work hard to repair the ser
vices that we need, expect, and 
pay for. I hope that Telus con
tinues to reflect a far greater 
concern for timely repair and 
connection service, not just 
for one mouthy complainant, 
but for all. 

For readers' information: 
On page 10 of the Tel us 
phone book, in the purple 
section near the front, are 
phone, fax numbers and e
mail and regular addresses 
for Telus customer relations 
managers and the CRTC that 
is responsible for the regu
lation of telecommunication 
companies. I hope that this 
information helps you as 
much as it did me. 
LYNN REGAN, 
Fulford-Ganges Road 

Rosy picture 
This report from Venezuela 

needs a photo with a sea of 
happy faces to accompany 
it! What has happened at this 
stage in Venezuela is above 
all a human transformation 
on an enormous scale. 

The change is related to a 
number of factors, with edu
cation at the top of the list. 
To make it all possible a good 
portion of the country's oil 
revenues are being invested 
in the social programs. 

One fellow in our Global 
Exchange Tour opened our 
final discussion by saying 
"We're witnessing the joy of 
emancipation." 

Another added he'd never 
"felt so optimistic about the 
power of community." Many 
were most impressed by 
people everywhere who felt 
empowered enough to want 
to share their stories with us. 
"People will never go back to 
not thinking for themselves," 
one woman added. 

The 62 per cent ofVenezu
elans who re-elected Hugo 
Chavez in the December 3 
election did so because they 
have a new life in which they 
are participating members 
of society for the first time. 
Of that 62 per cent, a high 
percentage are women, as 
they are the ones who have 
profited most from the new 
opportunities. They fill the 
education classes and are 
themselves the teachers. 

However, they were accom-

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

panied in their voting prefer
ence by all the co-op members, 
the micro loans recipients, 
those who reduce their food 
costs by a half by shopping 
at the government "Mision 
Mercal" stores, those availing 
themselves of the free health 
services offered by Mision 
Barrio Adentro (with the 
Cuban doctors), those who 
have been given title to their 
land in the countryside and 
the shanty-towns, and above 
all all those who have gained 
a voice in the decisions that 
affect their lives in the thou
sands of municipal councils 
which now have a direct line 
to the national government. 

The huge surprise in the 
elections was that none of the 
opposition plans for protest 
materialized and many people 
went home to begin consuming 
the stocks of food and water 
they had put away. Even more 
surprising was the concilia
tory message that arrived from 
the U.S. An historical turn
ing point seems to have been 
reached - at least for now. 

We gained many insights 
into how this awakening of 
society has happened during 
the 10 days of our visit, but 
two experiences stand out 
for me: The first is the visit 
we had with a group of very 
dedicated teachers, working 
on all of levels of the educa
tion misiones. Understand
ing their level of commitment 
we were surprised to hear 
that they were working for 
slightly less than half of mini
mum wage. This revolution is 
being led by an army of vol
unteers! We experienced the 
same level of commitment 
in the co-ops we visited, with 
members taking great pride 
in explaining their progress in 
co-operative, non-hierarchi
cal working structures. 

This rosy picture is not the 
whole story but it does seem 
to be the basis of a power
ful force that will allow the 
Chavez government to turn 
its attention to the major 
problems of unemployment, 
corruption and street crime, 
an inheritance from previous 
times. This "force" is also 
being exported from Venezu
ela to the newly formed South 
American community. 

The Bolivarian dream of a 
union of the people of Latin 
America has been re-awak
ened and this time, in spite of 
an infinity of complications, 
it looks like a healthy birthing 
procedure is underway. 
SHEILA REID, 
Global Exchange Tour, 
Salt Spring 
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When you need a lawyer 
for quality representation •.. 

Call Keith Oliver, BSc. LLB 

litigation: 
• Civil and Criminal 
• Estate and Will disputes 
• Real Estate Claims 
• Construction, Lien claims 

Since 1980, 
at a// levels of Court 
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More letters 
Change for 
the better 

It is human nature to resist 
change. However, once in a 
while we have to sit back and 
look at the benefits. 

Although Thrifty Foods 
has cancelled its Commu
nity Chest program which 
had donated one per cent to 
community groups, the com
pany now offers a five per 
cent donation to participat
ing community groups in the 
Smile Card Program. 

In applying for this new 
program, I have found Thrifty 
Foods extremely profession
al, helpful and prompt in the 
application process. 

Thrifty Foods, along with 
many other island business
es, always step up to the plate 
to support local initiatives. 
Whenever we approach them 
for support, Thrifty Foods 
has always responded gener
ously. 

It is through the spirit 
of community that Thrifty 
Foods and GVM offer 
these programs - there are 
many other grocery stores 
throughout B.C. that do not 
give back to their local com
munities. 

We should be proud as 
islanders that we have such 
giving, community minded 
businesses operating on our 
island. Sometimes, change is 
for the better! 
PERRY RUEHLEN, 
Executive director, 
SSI Chamber of 
Commerce 

Gift market 
extended 

Thank you to everybody 
who came to the Alterna
tive Gift Market on Saturday, . 
December 9 at Winterfest. 

Our class raised lots of 
money for people around the 
world who need help. People 
purchased donations to char
ities as Christmas gifts, such 
as buying a goat for a family 
in need in Ethiopia. 

You have another oppor
tunity to donate money for 
people in need. Come to 
Fables Cottage on Saturday, 
December 16, between 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m. You can buy 

Over20 
Canadian 

Artists 

a present for your friends, 
family or neighbours and 
feel good about the gift you 
are giving. 

Along with your donation 
you get a colourful card with 
information on the charity 
you donated to. 

We hope to see you there! 
GRADE 3, 4, 5 Class, 
Salt Spring Centre School 

Donate as 
you choose 

Denise Bachman is con
fused. (Last two issues of the 
Driftwood.) 

She seems to think that the 
money she gives Thrifty's . 
for groceries is still hers to 
direct to her choice of chari
ties under her terms. It isn't. 
It is Thrifty's money to keep 
or to donate how and where 
the owners choose. 

If Ms. Bachman wants her 
charity dollars to go to spe
cific charities with no strings 
attached, then she is free to 
make her own donations, and 
I'm sure Thrifty's will not try 
to tell her how to do that. 

We should all be very 
grateful for the community 
contributions Thrifty's and 
many other businesses have 
made and continue to make 
and they deserve our con
tinuing support rather than 
backhanded criticisms. 

Don't look gift horses in 
the mouth. 
ANDREW OKULITCH, 
Salt Spring 

Puzzling and 
disappointing 

Okay - define "worthy" 
as an indicator of which 
groups deserve money and 
which do not. 

Thrifty Foods keeps 
using that word. Could its 
staff please tell me in plain 
language how they decide 
which groups meet that cri
teria and what exactly it is? 
And while you're at it, please 
define what "as many groups 
as possible" means. 1? 3? 5? 
What is the cut-off point? 

I know you don't have to 
donate any money at all, of 
course I do, I was simply 
pointing out that since we 
have a choice on Salt Spring, 
many shoppers prefer the 
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more open system of giving 
their till receipts to which
ever group they, the shopper, 
decides is "worthy," not only 
those groups which an off
island corporation decides is 
most deserving of our dona
tions. 

We want to make the 
choice, not have you make 
it for us. And we want the 
choice to be totally open, not 
have a prescribed, limited 
list of those charities that 
have managed to come up 
with a limited "project" that 
Thrifty's will fund, with, I 
do have to point out, money 
that is spent in its stores by 
we shoppers. It's true that 
Thrifty's is under no obliga
tion to donate anything at all, 
just as we are under no obli
gation to shop in its stores. 

For better or worse, we have 
become used to the system 
first started by the Ganges 
Village Market, whereby a 
portion of our till receipts go 
to the charity of our choice. 
It was very simple and still 
is: we put our till receipt in 
the cubby hole for the char
ity we want to support and 
that charity is responsible for 
totalling up the receipts they 
get every month. Then the 

store donates one per cent of 
that total to the charity. 

It may not mean huge 
money for the group but it 
is simplicity itself. They use 
the money however they see 
fit, and it's a way for each 
of us to support those local 
groups which we each per
sonally hold most dear, 
whether they have an official 
Revenue Canada charity sta
tus designation or not. 

Thrifty's has always been 
quick to respond to the com
munity in which it operates, 
and has always been very 
generous with the support 
dollars. That's one of the rea
sons I find this change puz
zling and disappointing. 

It still remains the truth 
that this change will make 
finding operating money dif
ficult for organizations that 
often operate near or below 
the red line, or those that 
have been unable to pass the 
federal government's strict 
guidelines for receiving 
charitable status, of which 
we have, on our idiosyncrat
ic little island, quite a few. 
DENISE MCCANN 
BACHMAN, 
Salt Spring 
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carolfOWLES SALT SPRING REALTY • 537-5515 
_ ,Ill!_,.,. www.carolfowles.com 
ROYAL LEPAGE _ ,...,,. .... , www.mls.ca • email: cfowles@saltspring.com 

Delicious treats for gifts and guests. 
Great stocking stuffers 

• Ambrosial SSI roasted garlic 
• Salsa in mild, medium and wasabi 
• Salt Spring spirited wild 

blackberry jam 
• lime ice wine marmalade 
• "Hot" roasted garlic jalapeno jelly 
• 28 flavours of chutneys, pickles, diet jams 

and jellies .ilf" 
·~· . '~ ~~· k ~ . '1., l l.t: 
~--' - -"' --~ ' • l -• /~- . : 

104 E~gle Ridge D.i; nv····· f··.:.;· ... ] 
\ or 1:\ fi• .· .~· 

Hatiex castle, Vicfu!Jcr * 53:].-4:4~6l \I, .... "#' 
- ,., 

Stock No. 2128 2006 BMW M Roadster, lnterlagos Blue with Black Napa Leather 
Premium Package 
List Price: $75,895* Selling Price: $65,888 

Stock No. 2101 2006 BMW M Roadster, Titanium Silver with Carbon Black Leather 
Premium Package, Navigation Package 
List Price: $77,695* Selling Price: $67,888 

Stock No. 2057 2006 BMW M Roadster, Black Sapphire Metallic with Black Napa Leather 
Premium Package, Madeira Walnut Hi-Gloss Trim 
List Price: $74,795* Selling Price: $64,888 
•Includes freight and POL For more information, please contact VICtoria BMW. Offer expires December 31,2006. 
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Saunas Christmas Special· 
Saunas $2600 Incl. deliv. & install. 

Far Infrared Saunas 2 person 
• Detoxify liver & kidneys , CD stereo , 120 volts 

• Relieve muscle & joint pain , Lights , Digital controller 
•Improve skin tone & elasticity , Fir Tongue & groove 

• Boost immunity 

Gulfl~d I & Spa 
100 TwlnHower Way, Salt Spring Island 537·5147 

email: holger@hermann.ca 

0 mandala PREFABRICATED ROUND HOMES 
c u , , o M " o M , , un1que des1gns • healthy • sustmnable 

~ 
www.mandalahomes com 

aJ 'T'Q1.t4' 7\TAVRA'T'l'T Rond LePage 
, ',. .1111 -'- I JJ'I. 1 "" I • L 5)a/t :<..iJring Rea/~1' 
~~ e-mail: tu111ws(~L,i~t1allilnet com 537_5515 
- ~ 

SOUl" {NO R{TR{AT 
Lovely character 3· ~edroom south end home 
on sunny 2.4 acres w/valley view. Mix of log 
& frame, metal roof, concrete foundations. 

Included is almost finished 500 sq.ft. studio. 
~ $459,000 HLS XJJ 

OPINION GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

All WRAPPED 
UP:Isabel Rose 
Galea shows off 
some Christmas 
present orna
ments for sale at 
the annual Beaver 
Point Christmas 
Craft Fair. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Caribou threatened by wolves, says expert 
By ARTHUR T. BERGERUD 

I was distressed by the 
article by David Suzuki in 
the December 6 Driftwood, 
with the inflammatory title 
With a License to Kill, in 
which he berates the need 
for wolf management to save 
the threatened woodland car
ibou of B.C. 

Atthe last North American 
Caribou Workshop (April 
2006) I and my coworkers 
gave a presentation entitled 
The Coming Extinction of 
Woodland Caribou from Wolf 
Predation. Global warming 
has allowed moose to extend 
their range northwards; wolf 
numbers subsequently are 
increasing and caribou herds 
are going extinct as wolf 
densities increase. Only wolf 
reductions or moose reduc
tions willJ>rovide the envi
ronment for the caribou to 
persist. Caribou herds need 
to be composed of at least 
12-15 per cent calves at one 
year of age in order not to 

· decline in numbers and not 
move towards extinction. 

Generally, 80-90 per cent 
of the females give birth to a 
single calf in the mountains 
ofB.C., but commonly 70-90 
per cent of these calves have 

IN 
'RESPONSE 
died as early as the fall when 
they are only six months of 
age, mostly from predation 
- wolves and bears. Hence 
the new generation of calves 
is commonly as low as five 
per cent, which is not enough 
to balance the natural annual 
mortality of adults. 

Reduction of wolves dra
matically improves calf 
survival and populations 
increase . Some examples 
of the percentage of calves 
before and after wolf num
bers were reduced: 

Bathurst/Beverley herd 
(NWT): 1950-60s - six to 
seven per cent before, and 20 
to 25 per cent after; 

Delta Herd (Alaska): 
1970s - one to nine per 
cent before, and 20 ·to 25 per 
cent after; 

40 Mile Herd (Alaska -
Yukon): 1950s and 1980s 
- five per cent before, after 
22 to 30 per cent after; 

Nelchina Herd (Alaska) : 
1960s - five to eight per 
cent before, imd 24 per cent 
after; 

All these dedicated-individuals make 
our schools wonderful places to learn. 

Congratulations from the 
Board of School Trustees! 

NAME YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

Marianne Allan 25 
Jud Bolan 25 

John Cameron 25 
Eleanor Cocker 25 
Ma~orie Jones 25 

Joyce Weir 25 
Robin Andison 20 
Carole E les 20 
Tom Graham 20 
Sandra Locke 20 

Kathi Tamashiro 20 
Mar aret Allison 15 

15 
15 
15 

Jeanne Crerar 15 
Gl nis Finer 15 

Rineke Jonker 15 
Olive Mann 15 

Susan Garside 10 
Maurice Last 10 
Marie Mullen 10 
Carol Arnold 5 

Ghislaine Barre de St. Venant 5 
Boe Beardsmore 5 

Christianne Bevan 5 
Tiffany Curran 5 

M lene Dammei-Sherrin 5 
Ann Donahue 5 

Stefan Fedorowich 5 
John Finer 5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

Horse ranch (B.C.): 1980s 
- six to eight per cent before, 
and 20 per cent after; 

Finlayson Herd (Yukon): 
1980-90s - less than 10 per 
cent before, and over 18 per 
cent after. 

At present, wolf manage
ment projects are taking 
place in Alaska, the Yukon, 
Alberta and Quebec. Recent
ly biologists in the Yukon 
felt it was necessary to save 
a herd from extinction by 
capturing them. Female cari
bou were captured in three 
springs and released inside a 
predator-proof fence to give 
birth. Three weeks after par
turition these females and 
calves were released back 
to the wild. When these 
radio-collared females were 
relocated in the autumn in 
the wild, 75 per cent of the 
released calves were still 
alive, whereas for those 
calves that were born from 
females not captured and 
had remained exposed to 
wolf and bear predation only 
13 to 32 per cent were still 
alive. This experiment was 
terribly expensive and is 
not financially feasible as a 
management tool to save the 
many herds moving down 
towards extinction. 

My professional life has 
been to study caribou for 
the past 50 years and I have 
researched herds in Alaska, 
British Columbia, the North
west Territories, Ontario , 
Quebec, Newfoundland and 
Labrador and have published 
48 peer-reviewed research 
articles on caribou. Research 
findings I have published on 
the predation of wolves on 
caribou in B.C. can be found 

'· • 
Monday • Saturday 

8:30am - 5:30 pm 

Sunday Dec. 24th 
9:30am- 5pm 

in the scientific peer-reviewed 
journal, The Canadian Journal 
of Zoology Volume 62: 1566-
1575, Volume 64: 1414-1529, 
Volume 65: 1597-1606, and 
Volume 76: 1551-1569. This 
journal attracts researchers 
from all over the world. 

I have been involved with 
one herd in Ontario from 
1974 to 2001 that resides in 
a national park where there is 
no poaching and the habitat is 
a pristine wilderness. There 
are now about nine caribou 
left and double that number of 
wolves, hunting approximate
ly 500 moose, where once 
there was only caribou and no 
moose. The caribou will be 
gone soon. It is heartbreaking 
to me to see herd after herd 
going extinct from predation. 

More parks is not the 
answer. In Ontario the extinc
tion has proceeded halfway 
north across the province. 
In B.C., several herds are 
endangered. 

Suzuki is misinformed or 
possibly biased in regard to 
predator management; both 
the predator and prey have to 
be managed to avoid extinc
tion for both species in this 
changing world. Caribou are 
not declining from poach
ing or habitat; it is predation 
from an increasing prey bio
mass (moose) that permits 
too many wolves and too few 
caribou calves to survive . 
The caribou biologists of 
Canada and Alaska recog
nize this fact. We have done 
our biology; the research 
findings and published lit
erature are there to see. 

The writer is a caribou 
biologist who lives on Salt 
Spring Island. 

Monday Dec. 25th ClOSED 

Tuesday Dec. 26th ClOSED 

... to give our staff and their families 
an opportunity to celebrate the 
season 

Wednesday Dec. 27th 
8:30am - 5:30pm 

Monday Jan. 1st CLOSED 

~_QUAT'S ~ BEDBATH& 
-~ ~ flOivlE_~!}M 

+ 
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We're giving away the ultimate 
Christmas Gift ... 

$1000.00 in travel dollars! 

• Bring someone home to Salt Spring 
• Treat yourself to a trip! 
• Treat someone else 
Trip provided by The Driftwood and Uniglobe 
(arrangements must be made with Uniglobe) 

• Plus two cash prizes of $250.00 (Salt Spring Currency) 

• Weekly prizes of Salt Spring product baskets! 

Dri.ftWOo_cl 

Gift with Purchase 
Our gift to you ... 

with your $25 purchase 
of cosmetics or 

fragrances ... receive 

c:i~i=t ;p_3 .9 l -i ~ .. ·. • ,; 

a set of glass candle 
holders with tealights. 

Live well with 
DOWNTOWN 537-5534 
104 Lower Ganges Rd. 

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 
372 Lower Ganges Rd . 

. • ~ .. • . • OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6/ SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5 

• Shop at any of the • • • participating businesses 
: ·in the Driftwood Gift Guide :Ill and enter to win. 
• . . CONTEST CLOSES 
• FRIDAY DECEMBER 22 

U\11\LDBE. ~· ~ .. ... 

All natural, island made, no filler, artificial flavours or colours 
Salt Spring's only store featuring locally made chocolates and home made Gelato! 

537-4434 

~ 

Great Locally Made Gifts 

Lots of Stocking Stuffers 

Gift Baskets starting under $15.00 

Pints of Gelato $5.00 

Gelato Gift Books · 
Special Holiday Sale 

5 Gelatos for the price of 4 

~ 
!!!lllri.l! 

~ 



eclectic, 

tasteful, fun 
from 

our cottage 
to your home 

cottage, home and garden 
134 Hereford Ave., Salt Spring Island 

5381975 

Complete 
Skateboards 
starting @ $40 
C)~ 

+ 
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YEAR END CHRISTMAS 
BLOWOUT SALE 

mens and womens 
fashion clothing 

nows what ah 

FOR ALL THE 
IN YOUR LIF,E! 

Sweet Lingerie, Designer Jeans, Betts, 
Fabulous Shoes, Gorgeous Tops, Sc:arves, 
Jewelry, Perfumes and more ... 

104·149 Fulford Gange• Rd. (in Ga101ino Alley) 
(2.50) 537·1234 

want ..... ..... 

'kgJI'. 
,-

************************************* 
iC * t 20°/ooff ART SUPPLY SETS ~ 
~ ~ , • "· , i ,. ~~ ,~LJ, ...._ 

~ l ,_,··:y-:'1 . .. ,. . . .,.. .. ·./" ': · . N~EW * 
..., -~ • " . r u~ """-..,... ~ , '""'"" ~~ -~ - •T - , ;, _ ....,...-

+c :;· '\ .... :/"" . it I L; * +c '· . ' . ' ,, * 
ie e ·.· . ·. .~ .:· . ..+." t .. i • Puzzles and * iC 11'~· ( t .•• , ... I' . G * 
·iC , ~ · · ,..,,.., dtJ . • , ames 
iC 
iC 
iC 
iC 
iC ,.,. 

• Chinese silk items 

• Leather goods ,.. . 
* • Stocking stuffers ~ 

* * Salt Spring Books i 
104 MCPHILLIPS AVE. • 537-2812 ****$ 

This gift delivers 
52. weeks a year 

As a Christmas bonus, 
here's a discount 

when you renew by 
December 29. 
· 1 year subscription: 

SAVE $5.00 
$4 7.50- $5.00 = $42.50 + GST $2.55 = $45.05 

• 2 year subscription: 
SAVE $10.00 

$95.00- $10.00 = $85.00 + GST $5.10 = $90.10 

~ 
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RANT 
RANTS 

To the owner of a tan, 
short haired dog on the upper 
side of Eagle Ridge Road 
for letting your dog run out 
onto the road - growling 
and barking. I like to walk 
with my dog (leashed) and 
since she has been attacked 
(unprovoked) several 
times I'm a little leery of 
some dogs. This is not the 
first time w_e've had to turn 
around because of this dog. 
F. Wolfe-Milner 

ROcfEcf 
Sweetly scented roses for 

Rick Gilleland, who came 
to the rescue when we had a 
water emergency. You have 
no idea how much it was 
appreciated. Cathie, Ursula 
and Lily 

A huge bunch of red 
roses to Vick and Huey at 
the Upper Centre Store for 
taking care of my husband 
when he had a seizure on. 
December 3. Your care and 
quick thinking are extremely 
appreciated. SP 

A big bouquet of roses and 
poinsettias to Thrifty's for 
-~heir lovely thank-you lunch 
for~ the Sendial volunteers, 
;With additional floral appre
ciation to Calvin's for mak
ing; the..occasion..deiicioutl 
memorable. 

To Larry Quesnel: a 
bucket full of roses on your 
trusty John Deere tractor. 
You cheerfully ploughed our 
driveways, as well as the cul
de-sac on Don Ore Road, 
after the "big storm." Thank 
you, Larry! SM 

Big bouquet to the staff 
and students at SS Elemen
tary, especially Miss T and 
the Grade 4/5 class. Thank 
you for welcoming me into 
your school, classrooms and 
lives! Many fond memories. 
Miss Mackenzie 

A huge bouquet of snow
proof roses to the Long Har-

MORE 
.LEnERS 
OCP Shuffle 

Conform, conform 
and do the dance, 
all be lulled · 
into the trance. 
Put your houses 
in a row, 
We will tell you 
where they go. 
Tax your car, 
tax your dog, 
tax you for 
a place to jog. 
Tax your income, 
tax your pleasure 
tax you when 
you are at leisure. 
Tax you on that 
which. delights, 
tax you on 
the stars at night. 
And when you vote 
you can be sure of it 
They might be different 

faces 
but you get the same old 

sh**. 
DREW CLARKE, 
Mt. Belcher 

hour Road mail carrier. You 
delivered a thank you letter 
from someone who only ever 
knew my first name and the 
road I live on. In spite of 
snow drifts and the Christ
mas rush, you took the trou
ble to get a letter to "Laura, 
Long Harbour, Salt Spring 
Island" straight to the right 
mailbox! Wow! Laura S. 

Roses and chocolates to 
the Highway and B.C. Hydro 
crews who cleaned up the 
mess on Cranberry, Toynbee, 
Shepherd Hills and Wright 
Road. The Cranberry Valley 
Community (Marie Beau
doin) 

A big bouquet of thanks to 
the Mouat's "Fishing Lady" 
for helping me fan my flame 
again. · 

To SWOVA's staff and 
board for doing great work 
in our schools and for host
ing the December 6 vigil 
once again. Keep your spirits 
up. Help is on the way. 

A perfect white rose to the 
memory of May Heathcote, 
who gave us-·a Melody of 
Love. 

Sung to the tune of Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing: 

Hark the diesel snow 
plows sing/Glory to bare 
dirt again/Peace on earth and' 
weather mild/Bob and Bob 
have plowed for miles/Joyful 
all we neighbours rise/ West 
~le;-Sun -Eagle"'give~higli 
fives/Thank you for hero
ic deeds/Roads all clear in 
time of need! Written by Bill 
Johnson 

I feel that the friendly, 
helpful employees of B.C. 
Ferries always deserve 
roses for the extra services 
they offer to anyone with 
any kind of dilemma. This 
time, however, I would like 
to offer a virtual bouquet to 
the charming young man on 
the Vesuvius ferry and to 
his cooperative colleagues, 
who arranged for someone 
to fetch my ski pole from 
Lito's Cafe in Crofton, bring 
it back to our side and leave 
it near their hut where I easi
ly picked it up. What's more, 

""'' -v r 1 1 ~ 1 v 1 ~ 

they also retrieved a pair of 
gloves that another member 
of our party had left in the 
cafe. Now that's fine, friend
ly service! Andrea Rankin. 

A bouquet of snowgroves 
to Marek at Harlan's for 
allowing us to be kids in his 
candy store. We acknowl
edge your fundraising efforts 
with the gingerbread house 
creations and will have fond 
memories of how sweet it 
was. T&H 

Abundance was the theme 
for the upstairs kitchen at 
the Fulford Hall Christmas 
Craft Fair this year. Thanks 
to the volunteers, runners 
and dishwashers- it was! 
Namaste, Joy 

Copper-dusted roses to 
the Salt Spring Folk Club, 
members and patrons for all 
your community spirit and 
support. Thank you from 
Copper Kettle Community 
Partnership. 

Noel, Noelle! Christmas 
roses to Salt Spring Sing
ers, truly a community choir, 
and to my alto anonymous 
support system of Sharon, 
Carole, Judy, Mary, Debra, 
Nancy, Audrey and Sue. How 
does the line go? "I couldn't 
have done it without you." 
Catherine 

Fire engine red roses to 
thevolunteedire department 
*peb6nne1 who were out in 
Monday's storm making sure 
we were safe and an extra 
field of them to the volun
teers who made sure our 
road was safe on Trincomali 
Heights. Susan Marshall 

Bouquets of lovely roses 
to all those who have been 
helping with our Mercer Per
formance Gallery as we nav
igate our zoning and other 
issues. Special mention to 
Matt at Thunderbird Gallery, 
Gail and Ed Peekeekoot, 
Purusha, CRD staff, George 
Ehring and Islands Trust 
staff. Sincerely, Donn and 
Maddy at the Mercer Perfor
mance Gallery. 

0~ ... ! e .. ~~J-9---:'~ 
Merry Christmas U 

from 
Fraser's Thimble Farms 

GIVE A 
•• • 

~!X!~G ~~!! # 
Coral Bark Maples Witch Hazels ~~ 
Beautiful red-coloured bark G t l t. rea se ec ton 

Holly Bushes of fruit, nut & 
Magnolias flowering trees 

10°/o OFF 
ceramic pots and ga'rden cement 

statues and ornaments 

·cuT CH'RISTMAS TREES 

• , FRASER'S THIMBLE FARMS 
.. ~ _ 175 Arbutus Road 
a~ 537-5788 
~ \\ Open 9am - 4:30pm daily 

<?Jf\l 0 ... 

-----~ 

••• 
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Shopping list: ......................... 
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET CRANBERRY RELISH 
Short cuts to cooking for one or two© with Sarah Lynn, 2006 , 

01 onion 
0 1 tart apple 
01 orange 
0 Cracked black pepper 
0 Pumpkin pie spice 
0 Dried raisins 
0 Orange juice 
0 Balsamic vinegar 
0 Fresh ginger 
0 Fresh whole cranberri~s 
0 Sugar 
(Optional-add chopped 
nuts of your choice) 

Cranberries: Cranberries belong to the family Ericaceae (Heather) which includes other plants such as blueberries, 
huckleberries and gooseberries. Although they can be found growing wild in many parts of the northern hemisphere, it 
is the cultivated large-berried variety, vaccinium macrocarpon which is the JllOSt widely eaten today. Cranberries were 
well known to Native North Americans long before Europeans arrived ana. were considered a symbol of peace, used as 
food, as medicine and as a dye. The English word cranberry probably derives from a shortened version of crane berry. 
When the vines bloom in late spring, the flowers' light pink petals twist back and resemble the head and bill of a crane. 

Also European settlers observed cranes eating the berries which grew in bogs where the cranes nested. (Another theory suggests that the 
word comes from the French. canneberge or shore reed, the name given to the plant by French colonists in eastern Canada.) The botanical 
name vaccinium comes from the Latin vacca, meaning cow because cows seem to be fond of them. It wasn't until the 1800s that people began 
farming cranberries. At first growers would pick the cranberries by hand and they developed efficient dry harvesting techniques. Then came a 
revolutionary idea called wet harvesting--the bog is flooded with water and the cranberries float to the surface, where they are easily scooped 
up. By the 1820s commercial cultivation was well under way in North America and the fruit were being exported to Europe. Cranberry sauce was 
first commercially tinned in 1912. Cultivated today in five American states and in British Columbia and Quebec, some cranberry bogs are more 
than 100 years old and still producing. Cranberries complement many a meal and provide eye appeal whether served as a condiment or relish; 
in a salad; with goat cheese and a good wine; to add flavor to brie rounds; baked in a filo pastry; or topping a cheese cake,. Here is a relish with 
which to impress your guests and treat yourself at the same time. This much requested recipe is a relish you will use all year long. .....•....•...•....••..•.....••....•.........••..••.....................•........••..... 
In a medium saucepan, bring to a boil 1/2 cup orange juice & 1 bag fresh cranberries. Cook for five minutes. Mash with a potato 
masher. Add 1/2 of an onion minced. 1 peeled & diced tart apple. 1 zested orange. 1 cup dried raisins. 1/4 cup balsamic vinegar. 
1/4 teaspoon grated fresh ginger. 1 cup sugar. 1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice & 1/4 teaspoon cracked black pepper. Cover and 
simmer over moderate heat, stirring occasionally, until the liquid has thickened and the fruit is tender--about 10 minutes. Chill and serve . . 

Come and try this wonderful dish at ............ • This Thursday 1 :00 - 5:30 pm 
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET .........- •This Friday 11:00 am-6:00pm 
FOOD DEMONSTRATION 

GANGES 
VILLAGE MARKET 
ii(IJ,Zi..ZE.i .. Z Z &2-L 11 i&f.T.&AI.Iflitli.tlil.l.t.i.J 
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District and education ministry 
at odds over Hibbins report 
on school business companies 
By STACY 
CARDIGAN SMITH and 
GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

The School District 64 
business company hosted its 
first public annual general 
meeting on Wednesday, but 
there was little public inter
est and no printed public 
information. 

Only three people attend
ed the hour-long meeting 
and the agenda and accom
panying documents were not 
available. 

The meeting was made 
public based on recommen
dations in Doug Hibbins' 
recent School District Busi
ness Entity Review, commis
sioned by the Ministry of 
Education. 

But the school board must 
approve the documents 
before they can be made pub
lic, so they won't be available 
to the public until the next 
school board meeting, said 
business company director 
and school board chair May 
McKenzie on Sunday. 

Hibbins' recommenda
tions, along with the busi
ness company's compliance 
with them, were topics of 
discussion at the meeting. 

The School District 64 
Business Company was 
incorporated in 2003 after 
the province enacted the 
School Amendment Act 
2002, giving school boards 
the ability to form business 
companies to raise revenue 
for their districts. 

Hibbins' report, published 
in July, reviewed and made 
suggestions to the province's 
14 district business compa
nies. 

In October, the minis
try accepted eight of the 
nine recommendations and 
issued a press release stat
ing business companies will 
have to "comply with tough 
new rules that will improve 
accountability and transpar
ency." 

As of yet the ministry has 

May McKenzie 

not passed any legislation 
requiring them to do so. 
· "It's not a big deal, [The 
report] is pretty low on their 
priority list with school fees 
and things like that," said 
McKenzie after Wednesday's 
meeting. 

Although the board agreed 
with many of the recommen
dations, McKenzie said they 
intend to challenge a few, 
namely the three-month time 
limit to issue an annual report 
and hold a public AGM from 
the end of the fiscal year, 
and the requirement that a 
majority of the directors be 
independent from the school 
board. 

It was suggested that a 
four-month time limit to 
issue a report and hold an 
AGM is more realistic, and 
that most company directors 
be school board representa
tives. 

"It is difficult to find peo
ple who are interested and 
have a little [free time]," said 
McKenzie of sourcing com
munity members for direc
tors. 

Current business company 
directors are McKenzie (also 
school board chair), Terry 
Corcoran (also district direc
tor of instruction), Rod Scot
void (also district secretary 
treasurer), and Pete Williams 
(also board trustee). 

Trustee Charles Hingston 

also expressed some disap
pointment with the paper's 
overall tone, and described 
Hibbins as a man "who had 
an axe to grind." 

The Hibbins report was 
also a topic of discussion at 
a Saturday Innovation Acad
emy organized by the B.C. 
School Trustees' Associa
tion. 

Gulflslands school trust
ees Pete Williams, Susanne 
Middleditch, Bonnie Mac
Gillivray and Mike Kray
enhoff attended the event, 
where they also had a 
chance to discuss the report 
and other issues with Edu
cation Minister Shirley 
Bond. 

"We asked her what she 
was going to do about the 
[Hibbins] recommendations 
and she said she had decided 
she would accept eight of the 
nine - the ninth one was 
around capital acquisitions," 
said MacGillivray. 

"I asked her if before she 
actually accepts the recom
mendations if we could have 
some input because there are 
some things we would like 
to talk to her about. She was 
receptive to that Jdea and 
said we could write a letter 
telling our point of view and 
ideas about the recommen
dations." 

MacGillivray said most of 
the questions trustees posed 
to Bond were related to their 
districts' capital improve
ment projects. 

"She had said in an earlier 
speech to the group that she 
was going to review every 
capital project on the books 
in the province." 

However, MacGilli
vray said that when Gulf 
Islands trustees asked if 
they could save money by 
combining two future proj
ects for Salt Spring Island 
Middle School - a seismic 
upgrade and general reno
vation- that Bond said the 
request should also be made 
in writing. 

CR.D I 
CAPITAL 
REGIONAL 
DISTRICT 

Dog Licencing Fee Increase - Jan 1, 2007 
Bylaw No.321 0 

Effective Jan 1st 2007, the fees for licensing dogs 
will increase by five dollars ($5) to: 

Female Dog (not spayed) $30.00 

Female Dog (spayed) $20.00 

Male Dog (not neutered) $30.00 

Male Dog (neutered) $20.00 

Dogs licensed before Dec. 31st, 2006 
will receive a $5 discount on the 2006 rate: 

Female Dog (not spayed) $25.00 

Female Dog (spayed) $15.00 

Male Dog (not neutered) $25.00 

Male Dog (neutered) $15.00 

LICENCES MAY BE OBTAINED AT: 
CAD Building Inspection Office, Gulf Island Veterinary, Salt Spring Veterinary 

Patterson's Market, Foxglove, Bow Wow 
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Thank you Salt Spring & the 
many part time islanders for • SHOP. your support. 

Running out of time and energy in this busy season? 
Our freezer is stocked with pies, tarts and 
Dinner's Ready appetizers and meals. 

One litre jars of our fabulous veggie mincemeat 
for those inspired home bakers are available. 

For the baking-challenged, we have 
dark fruitcakes and shortbread. 

Give the Gift of World Beat Music 
We have a great selection. Putumayo World Music COs, 
including Christmas favourites. 
To place an order call 537-0029 

Holiday Schedule: 
CHRISTMAS FUN: Children at a Salt Spring Daycare Christmas event are mesmerized by the entertainment 
at Meaden Hall last week. Photo byDerrick lundy 

Closed from Dec. 21, re-opening Jan. 8,2007. 

Wishing y~u Gl sweet & bGlppy h~lidGly 
-from Jana, Marcus, Christine, Daniel & Meghan. PULL .OUT 
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Win a Cute Cuddly Plush 
Coleman Snowman! 

You've Got a Friend at Bosley's! 

Get out your colouring kits and add a 
splash of colour and imagination to the 
cartoon. Bring in your work of art 
to any Bosley's Pet Food Plus location 
for a chance to win. Contest closes 
Dec. 22nd. 2006. Winner wilt be 
randomly drawn Dec. 24th, 2006. 

Saltspring 
I 06 Fullford-Ganges Rd. 

250.537.555 I 

Cusheon watershed faces murky 
future even with action: report 

By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Staff 

A group of Salt Spring 
Island scientists and volun
teers is urging more local, 
regional and provincial gov
ernment action to protect the 
island's drinking water. 

"We are edging towards 
a very bad situation," said 
John Sprague during a pre
sentation made to the Local 
Trust Committee at Art
Spring on December 5 . 

·Sprague presented a list 
of recommendations from 
members of the Cusheon 
Lake Steering Commit
tee , which has spent the 
past six years studying the 
sources and consequences 
of Cusheon Lake 's elevated 
phosphorous levels. 

Current levels, Sprague 
said, are 70 per cent higher 
than provincial standards, 
placing the lake at a greater 
risk of experiencing poten
tially dangerous cyanobacte
ria outbreaks. 

Research indicates toxins 
released by algal blooms 
during the outbreaks are 
harmful to the brain and 
liver, he said. Because these 
toxins are stored in body tis
sue, Sprague added, levels 
increase with exposure over 
time. 

Not only do high phospho
rous levels compromise the 
health of humans and ani
mals living in the watershed, 
Sprague said, they also affect 
the island's drinking water 
supply and increase treat
ment costs. 

"The inability to reduce 

''Salt Spring 
Island is a very 
green place but 
it is not green in 

this respect." 
- John Sprague 

phosphorous loading in 
Cusheon Lake is a severe 
problem that needs be 
addressed by the island's 
politicians without delay," 
he told trustees and audience 
members. 

By contrast, urban areas 
implement regulations ban
ning all recreation and settle
ment in watershed areas. 

He said the inability of 
Salt Spring politicians to 
enact regulations that pre
vent phosphorous loading is 
a stain on the island's reputa
tion as an area that places the 
environment first. 

"Salt Spring Island is a 
very green place but it is 
not green in this respect," he 
said. "The committee mem
bers have really been pretty 
horrified to see what's going 
on as part of our despon
dency." 

Sprague said more strin
gent regulations are needed 
to protect shoreline vegeta
tion and forested areas within 
the watershed's boundaries. 
Additional education must 
be provided to inform water
shed residents how they can 
limit their impact. 

"Over these past years it 
became increasingly evident 
the volunteer committee was 

Month after month of seasonal bouquets ... a 
beautiful bouquet of fresh cut flowers delivered 
to the door of the person you love and care about. 

You can expect flowers full of colour, scent and 
personality - freesias, tulips, lilies, iris, roses, larkspur 
and tuberose. All will arrive mid-month in time fer holidays 
and special dates such as Christmas, Valentine's Day, Easter 
and Mother's Day. A note with your personal message will 
accompany each bouquet. 

Available for 1 month, 3 months, 6 months or 1 year. 

F I Owe rs Beth Cherneff 
a~e537~9252• 

by Arrangement 
www.flowersbyarrangement.ca 

520 LONG HARBOUR RD. 
Open 10am - 5pm 

not going to be able to rem
edy the watershed situation 
and we think this is a won
derful opportunity to show 
leadership," he told trustees. 

Trustees Peter Lamb and 
George Ehring agreed to for
ward the 14 pages of recom
mendations to various focus 
groups in the ongoing offi
cial community plan review 
process . 

The Capital Regional 
District (CRD) is work
ing toward implementing 
an onsite monitoring and 
management plan for septic 
fields in designated areas. 

"This is an original pro
posal to ensure septic tanks 
in sensitive areas are work
ing properly," said Gary Hen
dren, the CRD 's coordinator 
of local services. "We're not 
there yet but that 's what we 
want to do." 

According to the steering 
committee's report, poorly 
maintained septic tanks 
account for 22 per cent of 
all phosphorous entering 
Cusheon Lake. 

Sprague spoke highly 
of the CRD's initiative to 
impose new septic field 
standards, but added broad
er measures are needed to 
counteract the phosphorous 
threat. 

"This needs to get done 
not with the idea of pro
hibiting everything in the 
drainage area but with the 
idea of people getting some 
instruction on how to do 
things without destroying 
the natural habitat," Sprague 
said. 

+ 
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* / 9£S ... 
Cafe we ore open! 

The perfect little getaway starts at just $69. * 

SNOOZING ON THE JOB: Jon Rubatscher takes a breather during the Men a Ia Mode Ssplash fundraiser 
held last Thursday at the Harbour House. Organizers estimate nearly $1,000 was raised and are already plan
ning next year's event. Photo by Alice Richards 

It's value season at Accent Inns - the 
perfect time to escape to your favourite 
BC destination. Enjoy the best of 
the season: the sights, the sports, the 
shopping - or just kick back and relax. 
At the end of your perfect day, your 

spotlessly dean room, comfyt:f 
bed and our friendly staff will be ·• • 

H 
Accent 
Inns~ 

quality when! It counts 

School district business company 
reports a near 'break-even' year 

waiting for you. See you soon! • 1-800-663-0298 
accentinns.com 

Canadlan owned .nd oper•ted. 

• Rates vary by ~tion.../Ja$t:d on dCJublt OCC4lpancy. Valtd wcekmds only to March 31, 2007. 

Victoria • Vancouver • Kamloops • Kelowna 

By STACY 
CARDIGAN SMITH 
Driftwood Staff 

Preliminary reports at 
Wednesday's school district 
business company annual 
general meeting show the 
business company lost less 
money this fiscal year com
pared to last. 

School board secretary 
treasurer and business com
pany director Ron Scotvold 
told the board the company's 
revenue for the 2005/2006 
fiscal year ending June 30, 
2006 was $745,298. 

The year's expenditures 
totalled $745,483, meaning 
the business company saw a 
loss of$185. 

The 2004/2005 loss was 
close to $188,600. 

The accumulated deficit 
for the year was $188,591, 
$185 higher than the 

2004/2005 fiscal year. 
The business company's 

profit-loss statements do not 
reflect deferred expendi
tures for the Cultural Mosaic 
online program and Polish 
preschool totalling $230,000, 
Scotvold said. 

Further information on the 
business company's financial 
standing will be available at 
nexr month's school board 
meeting. (See related story 
in this issue.) 

The business company's 
current and future business 
plans continue to revolve 
around three initiatives: the 
international student pro
gram, the online education 
course and the elementary 
school in Poland. 

Increased provincial, 
national and international 
competition for international 

Alliance group forms 
to preserve, protect 

Defenders of the Islands 
Trust used last week's quar
terly Trust Council meeting 
in Victoria to launch a grass
roots group to help promote 
the regional government 
body's preserve and protect 
mandate 

"We want to ensure the 
full implementation of the 
Islands Trust mandate to keep 
our fragile island ecosystems 
intact and our rural commu
nities small and diverse," said 
Christine Torgrimson, chair 
of the Gulf Islands Alliance. 
"Our aim is to better inform 
ourselves and the public to 
support measures that coun
ter the growing threats to our 
islands." 

Torgrimson said the group 
did not form in response 
to renewed efforts by Salt 
Spring's Islanders for Self 
Government to bring atten
tion to tax inequity between 
Salt Spring Island and the 
Islands Trust. 

A doubling of the Trust 
area's population since the 
1960s along with increased 
industry, development and 
tourism, she said, has· led 

concerned citizens to pull 
together in defence of the 
islands' "fragile and special 
nature." 

Ongoing discussions over 
the Salt Spring Official 
Community Plan review and 
the Trust's Governance Task 
Force makes this an oppor
tune time to support the 
Islands Trust, she noted. 

"In recent years, the prov
ince has unfortunately refused 
to provide the resources and 
legislative tools that the Trust 
needs to do its job thorough
ly," she said. 

Funding cuts and increased 
reliance on tax revenue from 
Gulf Islands residents, she 
added, jeopardize the Islands 
Trust's ability to safeguard 
the region. 

"We have recognized that 
we can be far more effec
tive by getting together as an 
inter-island force, learning 
from each other, finding the 
best solutions and bolstering 
the efforts of the Trust," she 
said. 

For more information, 
contact Torgrimson at 538-
0199. 

students means it is harder 
to attract students to the dis
trict, said Scotvold. 

"It's a really competitive 
marketplace," he said, not
ing that tuition for schools 
in Nova Scotia is typically 
between $7,000 and $8,000 
annually, compared to 
$10,000 to $11,000 per year 
in B.C. 

tor Terry Corcoran. 
The online education 

course will hit shelves as 
early as January, said Scot
void. 

The Cultural Mosaic pro
gram is designed for use by 
international and English 
as a Second Language stu
dents. 

Open 
Noon to 5pm 

Open 
Noon to 5pm 

,:.-'\ - I ->"'\ ' liil 
Thurs 21st 

Open 
Noonto5pm 

Fri 22nd 

Open 
Noon to 5pm 

Open 
Noonto5pm 

CLOSED CLOSED According to Scotvold, 
the costs for the interna
tional student program were 
$700,000, and it generated 
a total of $745,000. But 
the program is expected to 
remain profitable, with the 
number of international stu
dents estimated at 65 next 
year. 

It will initially be avail
able in Japanese and Korean, 
but additional languages can 
easily be added, said Scot
void. • .,.~ .:.. • f f • (.-e ,"- • ,...,. -r- ' ~ t' 

At the preschool in Poland, 
enrollment reached 32 stu
dents in September, the 
point the business company 
expected enrollment to be at 
last year, said Corcoran. 

Tues 261h 

Open 
Noon to 5pm 

Wed 271h 

Open 
Noon to 5pm 

"We could fill it all with 
students from Germany, but 
we're trying to keep it very 
multi-cultural," added direc-

He said this number is 
expected to increase to 34 
for January, and between 
40 and 45 for the following 
September. 

Catering & Private 
Chef Service Available 

( 

0) . t .'' '; 1f"'i3f:Z6ft! . 
efllioliz~ ~e1!1/u 

FROM DECEMBER 13TH TO DECEMBER 23RD 

Sweet Potato & Yam Soup 4. 99 

Organic Baby Spinach w/ Mandarins, 
Almonds & Goat Cheese 7. 99 

drizzled with a cranberry vinaigrette 

Escargots a Ia Bourguignon 8. 99 
cooked in demi-glaze & garlic butter, served 

over a herbed bun 

Thai Sea Scallop & Prawn Won Tons 8. 99 
with cilantro oil & lotus root 

Pork Tenderloin Forestiere 22.99 
topped with a brandy infused 

wild mushroom sauce 

Thai Green Curry Chicken I 8. 99 
with pineapple & mandarins 

Roasted Duck Breast 2 I. 99 
with a port demi glaze & bing cherries 

The Traditional Canadian 
Turkey Dinner I9.99 
with all the trimmings 

Calvin's Famous Swiss Apple Fritters 
with Kirsch 7.25 

English Rum & Raisin Bread Pudding 6. 99 
served with raspberry coulis 

& warm vanilla sauce 

Jill Louise Campbel original TIBET exhibit on display 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
Hermann, Rene and Staff 

133 LOWER GANGES ROAD • CALL FOR RESERVATION 538-5551 \ 
~ --tf .... ~ . ........_._ ... -tf--~·· 0'" -~~0.. >-~d. 
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Library lending gets personal with expert loan system 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Staff 

Salt Spring's public library is set 
to give a whole new meaning to 
hands-on learning when it launches 
Canada's first "living library" ser
vice. 

Beginning next month, patrons 
will be able to check out a real live 
expert with no more than a library 
card. 

"This is a way to access the vast 
amount of knowledge and skills 
found on the island," said Garth 
Hendren, the Salt Spring Public 
Library living library coordinator. 

Living loans will be available 
for a predetermined amount of 
time and are not allowed out of the 
library. Borrowers can, however, 
rest assured they will not need to 
worry about restacking their loan 
or paying late fees. 

CHECK ME OUT: Volunteer Gary Maclellan is looking forward 
to the Salt Spring Library's "living library" program slated to 
begin in January. Photo by sean Mcintyre 

The "living library" campaign 
began in Denmark as a way to 
bring people in touch with minor
ity groups. Since its origins three 
years ago, the service has grown to 
include information about anything 

people are willing to talk about. 
Programs have taken root in 

Sweden and the Netherlands but, 
Hendren said, this may be the first 
living library in North America. 

Prices Effective DEC.13-DEC. 19,2006 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES 

SIDNEY 

FRESH CUT OLYMPIC SMOKED BONELESS 

Beef 1 98 Whole 1 
Short Rib 4.37kg 1 lb Toupie Ham 4.37kg 1 

Since early 2006, a library in 
Almelo, Netherlands has offered 
members access to a recovering 
drug addict, a soldier, a devout 
Chri,stian, an HIV-positive man, a 

SIDEKICKS GOLDEN BOY MR. NODDLES LAKELAND 

physically handicapped woman, a 
collection of artists and a homo
sexual Muslim. 

While the Salt Spring version 
may lack the eclecticism of its pre
decessors, Hendren is convinced 
the new resources will give island 
residents a fresh local perspective. 

A book or website on gardening 
may give people the basics, he said, 
but a gardener can tell you exactly 
what is required to make a go of it 
on the island. 

As people grow more educated, 
Hendren said, an increasing amount 
of knowledge is readily available, 
but it remains largely inaccessible 
except to close friends and family. 

Two individuals have signed on 
since Hendren began recruiting 
earlier this month. Interviews will 
continue into January. 

Salt Spring jack-of-all-trades 
Harry Warner said he didn't even 
think twice before signing on with 
the project. 

"I taught at university for years 
· and every once in a while I long for 

an audience," he said. 

People interested in learning 
more about mathematics, music, 
basket weaving or beekeeping can 
check him out in the new year. 

Warner said he anticipates the 
project will succeed given the num
ber 'ofknowledgeable people living 
on the island. 

"Salt Spring could be and should 
be a centre of learning," he said. 

Contractor Geoff Swift said he 
signed up to give something back 
to the community. 

"I think it's a wonderul idea," 
he said. 

Hendren said the library remains 
on the lookout for "volunteer 
experts on a range of topics rang
ing from aardvarks to zamacueca 
and things in between such as sky 
diving, gay culture, nuns and per
fumers." 

He refused to comment on the 
possibility of fines for misplaced, 
damaged or stolen resources. 

For more information on the Salt 
Spring living library project, con
tact Hendren at ghendren@salt
spring.com. 

Sidlwj'~ #I 
Told Uatue S&vte 

SAKATA 

Rice Crackers *Potatoes Sultana Kimchi Noodles Margarine 

~~~~'.~.4'5.00 lilU&I ... 
11 
.............. 1.18 ~:~~~-~-~214.00 ~:.~~ ................... •83 1lb... .............. 

312.00 ................ 2.55 ?o~g~~g~~213.00 

KELLOGG'S TWO SC010PSI 

Cranberry 

Cr~-~~~--3.98 
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Tech program gives students the wheel 
Gulf Islands Secondary 

School (GISS) tech stu
dents are prepared to shift 
into high gear after unveiling 
their custom built go-kart at 
Salt Spring Auto Parts last 
week. 

Budding mechanics and 
full-time Grade 12 students 
Myles Teagle, Tyler Massey, 
Stephen Portingale and Mike 
Windsor had some doubts 
about how the kart would 
perform on the island's 
snowy backroads last week, 
but were convinced it's a job 
well done. 

While it certainly isn't the 
sweetest looking ride in town, 
Windsor said, the kart's top 
speed of 80 kilometres per 
hour guarantees the vehicle 
will get you where you want 
to go. 

"It just started out as some
thing to do," Windsor said. 
"I started out helping my dad 
change the oil in his car and 
have always been interested 
in this kind of work." 

Aside from learning how 
to modify a collection of 
ancient components to make 
a fully functioning vehicle, 
Massey picked up a few 
practical mechanical tips as 
well. 

GISS tech students get 
their start with woodwork
ing tools before moving on 
to welding and engine repair, 
depending on their skills and 
interests. 

The step from birdhouses 
to go-karts may not always 
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DRIVERS READY: Tyler Massey, Ronn Edmonds, Mike Windsor and Myles 
Teagle are set to roll _with their new set of wheels. Photo by sean Mcintyre 

be an easy one, but teacher 
Ronn Edmonds said these 
four students show it can be 
done. 

For Edmonds, giving stu
dents access to real-life skills 
in the classroom helps them 
out down the line. 

"Knowledgeable trades
people are in greater demand 
than ever," he said. "It's com
forting to know that GISS 
is developing and training 
inspired mechanical minds 
for our future work force." 

When asked about their 

plans for the future, the 
group's eyes fall upon a 
seemingly forgotten 1985-
era Ford Mustang sitting in 
front of the auto parts store. 

"That's our next project," 
said Windsor. "We're going 
to build a race car." 

RCMP hope to halt D&D tally What's On? 
seepageB16 

By STACY 
CARDIGAN SMITH 
Driftwood Staff 

Holiday celebrations and 
spiked eggnog go hand in 
hand, but unfortunately they 
often lead to holiday drink
ing and driving. 

As of December I, Salt 
Spring RCMP have once 
again increased check stops 
to catch those who have had 
one too many before getting 
behind the wheel. 

"We always increase our 
vigilance in the holiday sea
son," said Salt Spring RCMP 
Sgt. Danny Willis. 

ers had been charged with 
impaired driving and 85 had 
received 24-hour driving 
suspensions as of November 
28, said Sgt. Roger Plamon
don. 

According to stats released 
by Insurance Corporation of 
British Columbia (ICBC), 
there were almost 370 
reported crashes in Sooke 
and 380 in Salt Spring in 
2005. Of those, 19 in Sooke 
were alcohol-related, com
pared to 16 on Salt Spring. 

ICBC does not release sta
tistics on fatalities for small
er communities in order to 
protect the anonymity of the 
deceased's family. 

mately 3,400 people injured 
and 127 people killed in alco
hol-related crashes in BC. 
Alcohol was a contributing 
factor in 28 per cent of all 
fatalities in 2005," said ICBC 
senior communications spe
cialist Kate Best via e-mail. 

"Drinking and driving is a 
problem, one that we would 
like to eliminate because it 
costs too many lives," said 
Sgt. Willis. 

The only safe amount of 
alcohol to consume before 
getting behind the wheel is 
none. This holiday season, 
islanders should ensure they 
have a designated driver or 
call a cab. 
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"In the past month Salt 
Spring Island has seen three 
serious collisions where 
speed and alcohol were fac
tors. The more serious inju- 
ries were compounded by 
the driver not wearing a seat
belt," said Willis. 

Salt Spring RCMP records 
on file with the Driftwood 
indicate that 89 people were 
charged with impaired driv
ing and 85 who were given 
24-hour driving suspensions 
in 2004. In Sooke, those 
numbers were 52 and 138, 
respectively. 

According to ICBC stats: 
• Alcohol was a contribut

ing factor in over 28 per cent 
of all police-reported motor 
vehicle fatal collisions. 

TALK TO YOUR PUBUC HEALTH ""'"'"f!~. 
Go to www.bccdc.org for more information NURSE OR FAMILY DOCTOR . hea~b~ 

However, Salt Spring 
seems to be at par with other 
communities of similar size 
as far as drinking and driv
ing frequency is concerned. 

As of November 27, Salt 
Spring RCMP had charged 
26 people with impaired 
driving and 44 had received 
24-hour driving suspen
sions. 

In the similarly-sized com
munity of Sooke, 24 driv-

"The fact that we pick up 
as many [impaired drivers] 
as we do demonstrates that 
it is an issue, and we know 
that we're only picking up a 
fraction [of these drivers]," 
said Willis. 

"According to current 
provincial police statistics, 
in 2005 there were approxi-

t;weth,94t 
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115 MCPHILLIPS AVE., 
(door by the mural) 

• 127 people were killed 
in alcohol-related collisions, 
up from 102 in 2004. 

• Approximately 3,400 
people were injured, up from 
3,200 iri 2004. 

• 62 per cent of all fatali
ties and injuries in alcohol
related incidents occurred 
on a weekend (Friday, Satur
day and Sunday). 

• The peak hours for alco
hol-related fatal collisions 
are 6 p.m. - 3 a.m. 

• Round trip to Victoria 
• Parking downtown 
• Tall hazelnut lotte 

Receive a voucher 
for a free medium 
organic Barb's Blend 
coffee with each 
purchase. 

$38.00 
$4.00 
$4.50 

.<.-



A24 • WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2006 

In th~ H~alth fi~ld? 

Tracy Stibbards 

Adv~rtis~ h~r~! 
limited space available 
for upcoming editions 
of this weekly feature. 

Popular with readers • Great Rate 
• We'll tell your story 

~ -
ContactTracy at The Driftwood 

537-9933 

! Christmas Gift Certificates available for i 
psychiq readings and therapy sessio~. 
Ask Dr. Geri about the Holiday Spe.cials ' 

Open Sat./Sun./Mon. 
537-1820 • 1206C Grace Point Square 

A Day Spa Gift Card 
' will make their 
holidays sparkle! 

Office: 250 537 4728 Cell: 250 537 6129 
Arbutus Therapy Centre, #5 - 121 McPhillips Ave. 

Email: tomburton64@hotmail.com 

The 21st Century 
Way to Detox 

Your Body 
Reducing Toxins May Help: 
•Arthritis 
•Circulation 

,. 

•Skin Problems M~Will 

• Liver Function 
•Kidney Function 
• General Metabolism 
• Lactic Acid Reduction 
• Menstrual Pain - PMS 
•Heavy Metal Intoxication 

PRODUCT INFO & SESSIONS 
Toll Free 1.888.370.1818 

250.370.1818 

Christmas has 
come a little early to 
North End Fitness! 
We just took delivery 
of an Apex 
Equip .ment 
Inner/Outer Thigh 
machine. This heavy 
duty adjustable 
hydraulic based 
machine is exclusive
ly designed to work 
one of the biggest 

problem areas for women - the inner and outter 
thighs, or adductor and abductor muscles. And 
because it is adjustable, it will prove very effec
tive to any fitness level. We have found a private 
little area in our back stretching room for this 
new piece of equipment. Come on up and check 
out this little Christmas delivery! 

We also have the best infrared sauna in 
town- featuring a very private, quiet room with 
changing area and private shower. Right now, 
North End Fitness is offering a Christmas 
Infrared pak- five infrared sessions in a special 
gift box for $69.95. 

If you are planning on going south this 
winter, we are also offering a Christmas Sunbed 
pak - 15 full. sunbed sessions for only $69.95. 
That's enough to get you a nice base tan before 
hitting the beaches at Malaque! Or if you suffer 
from SADS (seasonal affective disorder) you 
may find some relief in the tanning booth. 

And of course we are offering our tradi
tional Nmih End Fit Kit! Two full months' mem
bership, an infrared session, five sunbed ses
sions, an aerobics pass, two personal training 
sessions, and a fitness body composition profile 
all for $79.95. That's $79.95 for a package that 
retails for over $175.00! Men')' Christmas! 

~THE 
'\JATEHOUSE 

190 Re!::fnolds Road 

FALL CLASSES 
Yoga, Meditation, Nia & Capoeria 

653-4308 for schedule and information 
Buy your organic vegetables & eggs too! 

. .MOlliLE l-!4S$A(jt; 
~ . ..;;;;.),' ~ 

Providing deep tissue 
and relaxation massage for 

you in your home 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

RON PELTIER 
Cerli~ed Massage Professional 

653-4008 

Come J{ope !Furst 

Hawaiian Hot Stone & 
Lomi Lomi Massage 

$5 ojfthru]an~ 31,2007 
A Great Gijt Idea 

Serene South-End 6y tfte Sea 
348 Rofand Road 

Certified BodywOJ'ker 
since 1982 

Vibrational Science 

. A.t:T. n -Thi one-stoP shOp for ev~rvone ~ 
~ . Of'l. Q9Ur list. Give s~methin~ healthy , 
thiS cbl-istmas! We have plenty of natural . 

healing gifts to choole from. 
.~ "'l}e(!ll!Jg ~/J~ Pl8Qet qne per~on 0.! (I ti!J1~: 

LOCATED AT GAOGES HARBOUR PLACE 
www.aromacrystalcom • (250) 538-1833 

+ 
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UP AND AWAY: Kayla Gromme sinks another basket as Gulf Islands Secondary 
School senior girls slam Shawnigan Lake in their home opener 70-13. 

Photo by John Cameron 

Senior girls off to flying 
start in basketball action 

The Gulflslands Secondary School (GISS) 
senior girls basketball team is looking for
ward to a promising season after finishing 
their opening week with a 2-2 record. 

Player Kristi Lee said "everything went 
just right" during their 65-55 victory against 
8th-ranked St. Michael's on Saturday. 

Not only did the team manage to get an 
early lead, the Scorpions also maintained 
their momentum for the full game, Lee said. 

She said a 26-point game from veteran 
Kayla Gromme alongside equally strong per
formances from Molly Hosie, Avery Brown, 
Sammy Bird and Amanda Hoy helped keep 
the team ahead. 

"They all had great performance and really 
kept us in it," Lee said. 

The victory followed a 91-41loss to Lam
brick Park earlier on Saturday. 

According to Lee, the loss to third-ranked 

Lambrick Park proved more educational 
than anything else. 

"We played really strong in that game, but 
the strength didn't last," Lee said. 

"We knew what they were doing but 
couldn't stop them. I think we can do better 
than we did." 

Earlier in the week, the senior girls man
aged to bounce back with a convincing 66-
11 win against Shawnigan Lake after los
ing their season opener to Woodlands on 
Wednesday. 

"Let's just say we lost that one," Lee said. 
"They're a strong team and we tried to stay 

in it." 
Lee said the team's solid debut leaves 

players with much to look forward to ahead 
of this weekend's 32-team tournament in 
Victoria. 

Senior 
boys hit 
courts 
with 
a bang 

The Gulf Islands Second
ary School (GISS) senior 
boys basketball team got its 
season off on the right foot 
by finishing first at a week
end tournament in Campbell 
River. 

"We showed everyone that 
we definitely belong among 
the top [Vancouver] Island 
teams," said team spokes
person Kirby Garside. "We 
showed we're going to make 
it tough for them." 

The Scorpions were unde
feated through their three 
scheduled matches against 
Timberline, Enver Creek and 
Woodlands. The boys out
scored their opponents 227 
to 163. 

"It was a pretty good start 
but we still have to learn 
from our mistakes," Garside 
said. "We had some ups and 
downs but are pretty solid as 
a team." 

Solid performances by 
Martin Lannan and Eland 
Bronstein earned them first 
and second starting all-star 
awards. 

Jordan Borth capped off a 
stellar tournament by single
handedly scoring 3 7 points 
in the team's 75-55 victory 
agairist Woodlands. 

Garside said the team 
needs to work at keeping its 
opponents off the scoreboard 
if they plan to keep the win
ning streak alive. 

In GISS junior basketball 
action, the Scorpions lost 
a nail-biting home opener 
by a single point to Frances 
Kelsey Secondary last week. 

Player Stewart Garside 
said the team just couldn't 
get back into the game after 
losing the lead early on. 

"It was a bit of a slow 
start but we started feeling 
more comfortable later in 
the game," he said. 

The junior Scorpions made 
up a six-point deficit within 
the last minute despite com
ing up short of the victory. 

"I think we'll do well this 
year," he said. "We just need 
a few more practices togeth
er as a team." 

Pick it up 
every Friday 

';;'ifiii.i/MiltA 

not sure 
what to buy? 

Golf Lesson 
Christmas Special 

Three 45 minute golf lessons $100.00 
No expiry date (One 45 minute lesson $45 rttgf.illlf} 

"i"tMERRY 

(SP.Qrts ~Ch8dul~) 
GISS BASKETBALL 

Fri.-Sat., Dec. 15-16 
Sr. Boys play exhibition games both days 

GISS gym • 5 p.m. 

MEN'S SOCCER 
Salt Spring Div. 1 FC vs. Alberni Athletics 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Portlock Park • 2:15p.m. 

SS Old Boys vs. Fernwood Dragons 
Sunday, Dec. 17 

GISS •10:15 a.m. 

All events subject to change 

MT. WASHINGTON IS OPENI!! 
Free day lift ticket with 

the purchase of any 
Rossignol Snowboard 

GEAR UP!! 
Boards, boots, bindings, bags, 
goggles, helmets, accessories 

Jackets, pants; base layers, 
toques, socks, gloves, more! 

MT. WASHINGTON UFTnCKETS FOR SALE. 

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS 
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES 

IN EFFECT SEPT. 24, 2006 TO JUNE 26, 2007 

Depart Fulford Harbour I Depart Swartz Bay 

6:15 am e~t Decl), Jan 1 
7:50 am exce~! )IJ!l 
9:50am 

11:50 am 
1:50pm 
3:50pm 
5:50pm 
7:50pm 

7:00 am exce~l )un & Dec l~, Jan 1 
9:00am 

11:00 am 
t:OO pm 
3:00pm 
5:00pm 
7:00pm 
9:00pm 

On Dec. 25 & Jan 1 only, service begins with a 7:50 am departure 

"SHEEP" ISLAND FUEL 
we're still the Hsheepist!" 

Operating hours: 

PATTERSON MARKET LTD. 
Mon. thru Fri. 8 am - 6 pm I Sat. 9 am - 6 pm 
Sun. 9:30 am - 5 pm I Closed Stat. Holidays 
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HoWe ·Memorial Multi-court 
on agenda for PAC meeting 

An update on the Howe Memorial Multi
court at Gulf Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) will be the chief topic at the next 
high school Parent Advisory Council (PAC) 
meeting. 

''Project coordinators will be there to tell 
us how things are going at the site by the 
high school and there will be some creative 
ideas for how we can help in the next stage," 
said PAC chair Therin Gower. 

The group meets on Wednesday, Decem
ber 13 in the GISS library at 7:30p.m. (not 7 
p.m. as previously announced). 

"Anyone interested in furthering the leg
acy of Nairn Howe should come to learn 
more." 

FC gets a breakin 1-0win 
It wasn't pretty, but Salt 

Spring FC Division- I men 
finally put the brakes on a 
four-game losing streak by 
defeating Lakehill at the 
University of Victoria on 
Saturday afternoon. 

"Everybody played a 
strong game," said team 
spokesperson and player Jor
don Morrison. 

Players had little time left 
to score as they spent most 
of the game fending off driv
ing rain and cool conditions. 
The match marked both 
teams' return to the field 
after snowy weather forced 
the cancellation of games 
earlier this month. 

Teams remained locked in 
a scoreless draw until a late
game bounce gave visiting 
Salt Spring the lead. 

The lone goal, scored on 
his own net by a Lakehill 
defender, followed an FC 
comer-kick with less than 10 
minutes remaining in regula
tion time. 

Despite claims the ball 
entered the net off the head 
of FC's Harrison Jason, 
officials insisted a Lakehill 
player was responsible. 

Either way, Morrison said, 
a strong offensive push late 
in the game caused enough 
traffic in front of the oppos
ing keeper to force the 
play. 

FC remains 15 points 
behind top-ranked Gorge 
with four regular season 
games remaining. 

Morrison said it felt great 
to get back on the winning 
track, especially after being 

outscored 16 to two during 
the last four games. 

"If we could've scored 
earlier, it would have been 
a_ different game," he said. 
"We had a ton of corner
kicks, one after the other, 
and just couldn't score." 

He credited FC's strong 
defensive stand with keeping 
the team's chances alive. 

Keeper Jonathan McDon
ald played well throughout 
the match and saved the day 
with a last-minute "miracle 
stop," Morrison said. 

"That was a big one," he 
said. "That goal would've 
killed us." 

Salt Spring FC will try to 
keep its "Yinning streak alive 
when it hosts the Alberni 
Athletics at Portlock Park on 
Saturday at 2:15. 

NATURA ALLERGIES & CHRONIC 

MEDICA 
Drug Free I h 

Heat 

537-2202 

CONDITIONS 
Natural Medicine can help! 

Lali Formaggia 
D. TCM, R Acupuncturist, NAET Therapist 

A PEEK INTO THE FUTURE: Tema Dawn reads tarot cards at the annual Bea
ver Point Christmas Craft Fair. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Quarterback throws the distance 
An all-star quarterback 

from Salt Spring Island is 
showing aspiring players 
how to play the game after 
being honoured at an awards 
ceremony in Victoria early 
last week. 

After a successful season 
playing with the Bantam 
division Victoria Warriors, 
Graham Meek took home 
awards for the best offensive 
player and the league's most 
valuable player. 

Best of all, Meek is cur
rently being scouted by the 
Victoria Rebels, one of the 

top-ranked teams in the 
region. 

Meek, 18, has played 
with Gulf Islands Second
ary School (GISS) football 
teams for the past three 
years, and began under 
coach Doug Mitchell. After 
graduating from GISS last 
year he decided to continue 
his budding football career. 

Meek's mother, . Gayle 
LeBlanc, said once her son 
became involved in the GISS 
football program, little could 
be done to change his mind 
about the sport. 

She is confident Meek's 
success can help others fol
low in his path. 

"This is proof that play
ers on Salt Spring can take 
football to another level," 
she said. "There may not be 
many players on the team 
but there are places to go 
when it's over. They are get
ting good coaching and great 
exposure here." 

Meek still lives on Salt 
Spring Island but commutes 
to Victoria three times a 
week to attend practices and 
games . . 

Jr. boys take come from behind ·victory 
Gulf Islands Secondary School (GISS) 

junior boys basketball players came from 
behind Monday to beat Shawnigan Lake 50-
45 at home. 

Down by eight points, the squad fought 
back in the second half for a well-deserved 
victory. 

"They had a really strong half, moved the 
ball really fast and came back and won it by 
five in the second," said coach Tom Upex. 

Dylan Marsden had an exceptionally 
strong game and scored 20 points. 

Upex also made note of play by Chris 
Howe, Stuart Garside and Jake Upex. 

Monday's game was the second of the 
season. 

The boys lost their first game by only a 
single point. 

Basketball action resumes in January after 
the Christmas break. 

ESCAPE WATER TORTURE. 
CALL US. 

5" CONTINUOUS GUTTERS 
SOFFITS • GUTTER GUARDS 

250.537.1501 

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
is a 

OOelcome OOafjon 
COMMUNITY 



1!1.2_ 
1-.ri 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD SPORTS & RECREATION WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 13, 2006 • AZ1 

Island-created HangBoard gives head-first thrill 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
Driftwood Staff 

A new snow sport that 
sends pilots hurtling head
first down the ski slopes has 
its roots on Salt Spring -
and two local youths are now 
the world's first pro hang
boarders. 

Twenty-year-old Mira 
Mackey, a former Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
student, became one of the 
first people to test pilot the 
HangBoard last winter. 

"I said 'you want me to do 
what?' . . . I thought it was 
pretty wild- it looked total
ly different than anything I'd 
ever seen," she recalls. 

But she says the "rush" 
and "exhilaration" of hang
boarding quickly turned her 
into a fan. 

"It reminds me of tobog
ganing head first: it's the 
same excitement, but on a 
toboggan you don't stop, on 
a HangBoard you do." 

Hangboarding combines 
elements of hang-gliding, 
snowboarding and mountain 
biking. 

The rig attaches to a stan
dard snowboard and ~e pilot, 
wearing a harness, hangs 
from a T-shaped bar. Arms 
push against handlebars in 
front and feet clamp into 
stirrups at the back to work 
rudders, which also function 
as brakes. Like hang-glid
ing, most steering is done by 
weight shifting. 

The new sport is the brain
child of Salt Spring inventor, 
skier, hang-glider and heli
copter pilot Don Arney, who 
is most famous for his inven
tion of the Bambi Bucket, 
used in 95 countries for heli
copter fire-fighting. 

"Ideas usually come in 
a flash," Arney said. "[For 
the HangBoard] I had a sud
den image of a person flying 
low over the snow head first. 
With this vision came a feel
ing of tremendous excite
ment and exhilaration." 

Arney has a number of 
patents under his name, is 
a recipient of the Ernest C. 
Manning Award for design 
innovation, and is listed in 
the B.C. Almanac Book of 
Greatest British Columbi
ans. 

Following that flash of an 
idea five years ago, Arney 
put together a development 
team that took the Hang
Board from its "primitive" 
first prototype to today 's 
sleek version that weighs 
about 11 kg and folds up to 
fit in roof-top ski carriers 
and gondolas. 

Canadian snowboarding 
and mountain bike champi
on Everest Macdonald, who 
is also an architect based in 
the Gulf Islands, came on 
board in the early days to 
help perfect the HangBoard. 
And through her, Arney 
met yet another islander -
Charles Buchwald - who 
also became critical to the 
team . 
. Buchwald, an award

winning designer of tools, 
clothing and software, has 
worked on projects for Dis
ney, BMW and Pillsbury. He 
currently heads up Peregrine 
New Media on Salt Spring 
and is a former ski instruc
tor. 

Buchwald's skill is to take 
a raw idea and turn it into a 
consumer product. 

He describes the first 
HangBoard prototype as 
"pretty rough looking." He 

.. 'I ......... -

Dan Fogarty 

Don Arney 

Mira Mackey, 
Charles Buchwald 

collaborated with the rest 
of the development team 
to make it work and look 
better, and has also created 
the HangBoard website and 
coordinated publicity. 

Rounding out the Salt 
Spring-strong HangBoard 
Snoflight Inc. is former GISS 
student Dan Fogarty, who 
worked alongside Mackey 
last year as a test pilot. 

"I was thrilled to be try
ing something no one else in 
the world was doing," said 
Fogarty, a UBC student, soc
cer player and snowboarder, 
who recently took up ski
diving as well. 

Involved in the over 1,100 
test runs done at Mount 
Washington last winter, 
Fogarty says the new sport 
"reinvents the mountain . . 
. Flying down the ski slopes 
so close to the snow gives a 
totally fresh perspective on 
the terrain." 

He thinks people who 
don't ski or snowboard 
will enjoy hangboarding 
because "the learning curve 
is mellow" and the rudders 
and brakes give instant con
trol. 

Fogarty also feels confi
dent that hangboarding is 
safe. Not one injury occurred 
during the 1, 1 00 runs last 
year, he says, and compared 
to snowboarding, "that's 
almost unthinkable." 

"You can easily turn either 
way to avoid others and if 
you slam on the brakes you 
slow down quickly." 

But the development 
potential is there too, he 
adds, noting that last year 
he and Mackey took their 
HangBoards into deep pow
der and moguls, over jumps 
and through terrain parks. 
Some of their more dra
matic tricks included mul-

f • \' '!". • 1i ; • 

tiple-linked, flat 360-degree 
spins, jumps and backwards 
slides. 

For Mackey - a year
round athlete, who plays 
soccer and has won skate
boarding competitions- the 
potential for cross-training 
excites her. 

While skiing and snow
boarding develop the lower 
body, hangboarding gives an 
upper body work -out. 

"To arrive at a mountain 
with a hangboard, snow
board and skis would make 
me very, very happy," she 
says. 

Islanders interested in try
ing out the HangBoard can 
sign up for a free demo at 
Mount Washington at www. 
hangboard.ca. The public 
demos start January 2, and 
run all season. 

In the meantime, Salt 
Spring's pro hangboarders 
are looking forward to their 
winter in the snow. 

' 

SNOW FLYING: Former Gulf Islands Secondary School student Mira Mackey flies 
down a ski run at Mt. Washington during last year's test-piloting of the Salt 
Spring-created Hang Board. Photo contributed 

*Open Monday,- Saturday 7:00am ts:~opm 
(Sun. 1o:ooa~1 ·/3:00pl11) 

All proceeds to the 1st Ganges Scouts 
* Local trees from on-island .supplier 
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