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Islanders cope with near record snowfall 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Staff 

Three days after the 
island's first snowstorm of 
the season, Salt Springers 
are still clearing away the 
debris and trying to keep 
themselves warm until the 
cool weather dissipates later 
this week. 

According to B.C. Hydro 
spokesperson Ted Olynyk, it 
could be several days before 
power is restored to many 
outlying areas on the island, 
some of which have been 
without heat, water and elec
tricity since Saturday after
noon. 

"Salt Spring Island is a 
real mess, as many of you 
will already know," Olynyk 
said Tuesday. 

In many areas, impass
able roads have forced hydro 
crews to scout parts of the 
island on foot. 

'"Needless to say, that 
takes a while," Olynyk said. 
"We appreciate people's 
patience." 

At its peak, the storm left 
90,000 customers in the 
Lower Mainland and Van
couver Island in the black. 

As of Tuesday at noon, 
nearly 5,000 households 
remained in the dark in the 
neighbouring Gulf Islands 
alone as South and North 
Pender, Saturna, Denman 
and Hornby islands and 
Galiano's north end were 
entirely cut off. 

Because outages on Salt 
Spring are intermittent and 
scattered, it is difficult to 
estimate the precise number 
of people affected, Olynyk 
said. 

Since high demand frqm 
people heating their homes 
with electricity places addi
tional strain on the system," 
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SNOW MAN: Harbour Authority Manager Bart Terwiel shovels snow at Centennial Dock in Ganges Har
bour. He described his attempts to keep the area clear as giving a "red carpet" to Hydro workers needing to 
aCCeSS their boatS. ' Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Olynyk said, customers with 
power are asked to use it 
sparingly. He asked people to 
leave a small light on so that 
power crews could more eas
ily outline impacted areas. 

People are also reminded 
to keep at least 1 0 metres 
away from downed power 
lines until a B.C. Hydro crew 
or qualified electrician is 
contacted, he added. 

Willie Waddell didn't even 

flinch when the lights went 
out on Sunday afternoon, but 
reconsidered when two large 
trees grazed the side of her 
Don Ore Road home. 

"I'm really a well pre
pared person and could last 
out here for ages so that 
wasn't my biggest concern," 
she said. "When I heard the 
crash is when things got dif
ficult." 

Until her power was 

restored on Tuesday morn
ing, the 71-year-old spent 
the rest of the time "huddled 
in the middle of her living 
room like a fugitive." 

She said she was unwill
ing to sleep upstairs out of 
fear more trees would come 
down as the snow continued 
to pile up. 

In spite of the cold, Wad
dell spent the time looking 
through old pictures, includ-

ing some from the Christ
mas of 1996 when a similar 
storm stranded travellers and 
islanders and knocked out 
power. 

In the 26 years she has 
lived on Salt Spring, Wad
dell, said, she can only 
remember two or three simi
lar storms. 

"The important thing is 
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Winter squall leaves few residents untouched 
By SEAN MCINTYRE enacted a demanding toll. So far, of the week. to get forgotten during the summer 
Driftwood Staff volunteers at the United Church are Congregation volunteers are on months. 

Heavy snow and plunging tern- their only recourse. site to provide assistance between 6 "It's been another year and we still 
peratures continue to put the island's "Unless there is an emergency p.m. and 8 a.m., while others work haven't solved the problem," said 
emergency response measures to the declared on the island, this is it," from home to ensure a steady supply Grant. 
test- and with the forecast caJiing said United Church Minister Ruth of hot dinners and breakfasts. Aside from the food bank, the 
for more snow little relief is in sight. Cairns. "There are people living Cairns said the response has been United Church's In From the Cold 

Even before the first snowflakes pretty rough." strong but could not confirm what program and the Copper Kettle soci-
began to fall on Saturday evening, Cairns said one visitor came in would happen if cold and snowy ety, he said, the island has no other 
eight people had already lined up in after the tent he was living in col- conditions persist. resources for the island's homeless 
front of the United Church in Gan- lapsed under the heavy wet snow. "Getting help is always a concern," population. 
ges for a hot meal and warm place As of Tuesday morning, the Unit- she said. For Salt Spring Island residents 
to sleep. ed Church had provided food and For Community Services Society forced to contend with power out-

For the island's homeless, many shelter for 23 visitors since Saturday director Rob Grant, making sure Salt ages, water shortages and a lack of 
living in tents scattered throughout night. Cairns said she expects the Spring's homeless are kept warm 
the woods, the heavy snowfall has need to persist at least until the end is a perennial concern that seems 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE A3 

GANGES 
10% off!~~~!?!~ \fiLLAGE MARKET 

Frico's Spice 

GOUDA CHEESE 

$148
/100g 



A2 • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2006 NEWS BEAT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

School business co. opens books 
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3.5 11.5 
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2.6 8.5 
2.2 7.2 
3.4 11.2 
0.7 2.3 
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TIME 
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13:43 
21:32 

04 05:56 3.5 11.5 
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22:12 -0.0 0.0 

05 06:44 3.6 11.8 
TU 11:09 3.1 10.2 

14:52 3.4 11.2 
22:53 0.0 0.0 

By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Staff 

School District No. 64 
Business Company will open 
its doors and its books to the 
public during the entity's 
first-ever public annual gen
eral meeting on December 6. 

The AGM follows from 
recommendations included in 
a provincially-initiated per
formance report on the prov
ince's 14 business companies 
conducted over the summer 
and released in September. 

According to School Dis
trict Business Entity Review 
author Doug Hibbins, stron
ger transparency, account
ability and governance are 
needed for districts to better 
serve the public interest. 

"The need for school dis
trict business companies to 
inform their shareholders 
and the publics they serve 
about the general activities 
and performance of the busi
ness entity is similar to the 
requirement of a publicly 
traded company to inform its 
shareholders and potential 
investors about the business 

activities of the company," 
Hibbins writes. 

Based on the recommen
dations, directors must pro
vide the public with at least 
an annual report and audited 
financial statements. 

' May McKenzie, who 
chairs both the school board 
and the business company, 
said the AGM gives people 
an opportunity to question 
company board members. 

However, she added, 
because business company 
information has always been 
provided to the public at 
monthly school board meet
ings, it is unlikely new mea
sures will represent a dra
matic shift. 

"I don't know if it will 
change all that much," McK
enzie said. "It gives people 
with an interest in what's 
going on an opportunity to 
attend." 

McKenzie said board 
members will discuss how 
they plan to comply with the 
report's seven other recom
mendations, including the 
election of board members 
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SNOW STORM 
From Page A1 

to keep in touch with every
body by phone," she said. 
"You've got to see the sunny 
side." 

According to weathlr 
observer Banana Joe Clem
ente, snowfall varies from 
eight centimetres at Grace 
Point to well over 30 ems at 
higher elevations. He esti
mated the weekend's snow
fall as the most significant 
since 1996. 

Despite the dropping 
mercury, he added, the low 
temperature of -5.1 C mea
sured outside his north end 
home early Tuesday morn
ing didn't come close to the 
record low of -10 C recorded 
at St. Mary Lake in Novem
ber 1985. 

FellQw weather observer 
Robert Aston recorded two 
periods of snow from his 
Douglas Road home. As 
of Sunday at 4 p.m., Aston 
said, 11.43 ems had accu
mulated outside his home. 
By the same time on Mon
day, another 10.16 ems had 
fallen. 

For island residents able 
to escape their homes and 
hit the roads, things haven't 
proven any easier. Salt Spring 
Island's tow truck operators 
had little time to chat about 
the number of calls they've 
fielded from people stuck in 
snowbanks and ditches since 
the weekend. 

Drew Clarke from Blue 
Angel Towing found himself 
snowbound and unable to 
leave his dii.veway on Mount 
Belcher. 

To make things worse, he's 
been without power since 
Saturday afternoon and his 
phone has been ringing off 
the hook. 

"My truck's a toboggan 
and I've got no time," he 
said. 

According to the Salt 
Spring RCMP, the safest 
thing to do is stay put. People 
who must travel are advised 
to top up vehicle fluids, drive 
defensively and give them
selves additional time to get 
where they are going. 

"On Lee's Hill there are 
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Custom Flooring 
Specializing in custom Wide Plank 

Clear Douglas Fir 

• Brand name flooring available 
• Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock 

1-800-667-2275 
#5- 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC 

unaffiliated with the school 
district. 

Hibbins' report said ensur
ing a majority of directors 
remain unaffiliated with the 
day-to-day operation of the 
school district gives compa
nies a considerable advan
tage. 

"In those cases where a 
school board has appointed 
strong business leaders from 
outside the education system 
to the board of its business 
company, the shareholder has 
benefitted from the business 
acumen and experience of the 
individuals," the report states. 

Pender Island school trust
ee Pete Williams and Gulf 
Islands School District sec
retary-treasurer Rod Scot
void join McKenzie as the 
company's three board mem
bers. 

While board members are 
considering two new mem
bers, McKenzie said, a final 
decision is not expected until 
early 2007. 

The provincial government 
permitted school districts to 
establish business companies 

four, Upper Ganges has five, 
Vesuvius Bay has one and 
another near Mobrae and one 
up on Canvasback Place," 
said Danny Willis, outlin
ing the most recent vehicle 
mishaps. 

"There's a lot of them, but 
the good news is there's been 
no reported injuries." 

Those who have managed 
to make it all the way into 
town usually stock up on 
the essentials, according to 
David Griffiths, store man
ager at Mouat's Trading. 

"At the moment, I've had 
to disappoint a lot of people 
today," he said. "They've 
finally managed to get out 
of their driveways and into 
town and I've got to turn 
them back." 

Propane, butane, road salt, 
shovels, batteries, heat tapes 
for pipes, camping gear 
and propane stoves have all 
flown off the shelves since 
the snow began. 

Griffiths said he is taking 
orders for the next shipment 
and expects to have more 

Are you living on income, 
from your investments? 
Are they tax efficient? 
Call a trusted local Professional 

More daily flights home from the Mainland 
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Ganges and Vancouver Airport 
• Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane 

fleet in Canada 
• Free parking and free shuttle bus to 

main YVR terminal and bus exchange 
• Frequent flyer discount 
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through the School Amend
ment Act in 2002. Compa
nies are intended to provide 
individual districts with 
additional leeway to develop 
entrepreneurial activities to 
provide additional funding 
for school activities and pro
grams. 

Critics like British Colum
bia Teachers' Federation 
president Jinny Sims fear 
increasing involvement in 
the private sector compro
mises the publicly funded 
education system. 

School District No. 64 
ventures include the lucra
tive international program, 
a private pre-school located 
in Poland and Netschool, 
an online learning program 
aimed at English as a Second 
Language students. 

Despite running a $62,000 
deficit in 2004, board offi
cials state the business com
pany's long-term prospects 
are positive. 

The AGM is at the school 
board office in Ganges on 
Wednesday, December 6 at 
11 a.m. 

supplies on Thursday. 
Ganges Village Market 

manager Mike Tyson said he 
has noticed a high demand 
for anything and everything 
storm related. 

"Batteries, water, emer
gency candles and road salt 
have all been going," he said. 
"We've had to bump up all 
our orders, but things are 
still getting through." 

Following ·district-wide 
school closures Monday, 
Gulf Islands Secondary 
School vice-principal Lyall 
Ruehlen said 215 of the 
school's 580 students were 
back at it on Tuesday. 

"Most of the staff are in 
and we are up and running," 
he said. "We're doing a lot of 
review work." 

He said school buses con
tinue to operate along major 
roads. Parents with questions 
about further closures can 
telephone the school after 
7:45 a.m. or listen to CBC 
AM and FM, CJSU 89.7, or 
A Channel Victoria for fur
ther closure information. 

BERKSHIRE 
.SECUIUTID INC:. 

Martin J. Hoogerdyk, CFP 
lnveslm$111 Advisor 

Rocky Kinahan 
Administrative Assistant 

537·1730 . 
GRACE POINT SQUARE 

mhoogerdyk@beri<shire.ca 



REACHING OUT: Salt Spring volunteer Uri Cogan talks on a radio as he mans the 
Emergency Operations Centre in Ganges. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
From Page A1 

heat, the situation is equally 
grim. 

Staff at the emergency 
operations centre set up in the 
Ganges fireball have spent 
the past three days working 
to make sure all island resi
dents can still access basic 
supplies such as food, water 
and medication. 

Members of the emergen
cy po_d program continue to 
scour their neighbourhoods 
to make sure everyone is 
accounted for and surviving 
the foul weather. 

Emergency Social Servic
es director Kimberly Lineger 
said people must be certain 
they have enough supplies to 
last them at least a week. 

"Don't just sit there and 
Stfffer on your own," she 
said, adding people with any 

-concerns should contact the 
emergency response centre 
at 537-1220. 

Lineger said additional 
volunteers have been recruit
ed to help pick up and deliver 
supplies to the snowbound. 

"Most of the people who 
are in neighbourhood pods 
have got in touch with their 
contacts and people are man
aging," Lineger said. 

"It's important to encour
age people to keep doing 
what they've been doing. 
Don't assume that because 
you've checked they are still 
alright." 

With the hospital get-

''It's important to 
encourage people 

to keep doing 
what they've 
been doing. 

Don't assume 
that because 

you've checked 
they are still 

alright." 
-Kimberly 

Lineger 

ting near capacity, Lineger 
said her biggest concern is 
that those in need of medi
cal treatment would have no 
place to go. 

Overcrowding at Lady 
Minto Hospital during a 
January 2005 snowstorm 
led emergency personnel to 
open an evacuation centre as 
a precaution. 

"This is a situation because 
people are cold and seniors 
are struggling as they are 
coming into the hospital," 
she said. 

"We're basically stepping 
in and helping out wherever 
we can by connecting people 
with services, so those peo
ple can actually go home," 
said Lineger. 

Salt Spring Fire and Res
cue chief Dave Enfield con-

firmed the department had 
attended nearly 25 calls 
from people with medical 
concerns, an unusually high 
number for a four-day peri
od. 

Lineger said people unable 
or unwilling to return home 
are being put up in local 
hotels. 

Volunteer Ground Search 
and Rescue (GSAR) crews, 
she said, are on standby for 
all incoming calls to the 
EOC. 

GSAR coordinator Chuck 
Hamilton said he and 11 
other members have spent the 
past several days attempting 
to access the island's more 
isolated residences. 

Volunteers equipped with 
four-wheel drive vehicles are 
also tasked with ensuring 
emergency personnel from 
Lady _Minto Hospital get to 
and from work. 

He said the south end's 
smaller and less travelled 
roads are particularly hard 
hit with downed trees and 
power-lines. 

As temperatures warm up 
by the end of the week, he 
said, residents can expect 
heavy wet snow to bring 
down even more. 

"It's difficult to describe 
all the situations we've seen," 
said Hamilton. "There are all 
sorts of cases out there that 
we as more able-bodied peo
ple tend to forget about." 

Important numbers 
Emergency Operations Centre 
537-1220 

To help out with the United Church 
relief efforts: 

Tom Mitchell 653-4353 
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The new British Columbia Building Code (BCBC) and 
British Columbia Fire Code (BCFC) are based on the 2005 
National Building and Fire Code of Canada and will come 
into effect on December 15, 2006. 

New code requirements apply to all buildings constructed 
on or after December 15, 2006. 

Education and training are available through the Home 
Owner Protection Office Building Smart Seminars and 
Building Insight No.2 Bulletin. 

Copies of the new 2006 BCBC and BCFC are available 
in print, cd rom and on-line subscriptions through the 
Queens Printer, Victoria, BC. Publ_ic libraries may also 
have reference copies available or you can contact the 
Capital Regional District building inspection office in your 
area. 

CRD Building Inspection Offices 
Victoria: 360-3230 Pender Island: 629-3424 
Sooke: 642-1500 Salt Spring Island: 537-2711 
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Builders brace for permit fee increase 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Staff 

Contractors and do-it
yourselfers can expect 
higher permit fees as Capi
tal Regional District (CRD) 
board members plan to 
amend the building regula
tion bylaw on December 6. 

Under the new fee struc
ture, permitting costs for 
projects between $6,000 and 
$200,000 will increase 40 per 
cent. Costs to secure permits 
for projects under $5,000 
will remain unchanged. 

For every $1,000 of con
struction cost in excess of 
$200,000, builders will be 
required to pay an additional 

$10 for their building permit. 
According to CRD senior 

building inspector Robert 
Gutierrez, it's only natural 
that CRD building permit 
fees follow the trend of ris
ing costs elsewhere in the 
construction industry. 

Current permit values, he 
said, are based on 1999 lev
els. High demand and costs 
over the past seven years 
means the department has 
had to hire new employees 
to help process additional 
applications throughout the 
CRD and Salt Spring is no 
exception. Over the past five 
years, Gutierrez said, the 
number of employees in the 

CRD Salt Spring office has 
gone from two to six. 

"This has been going on for 
a while," he said. "Salt Spring 
is a busy place. Construction 
has always been there and it 
doesn't look like it is slowing 
down based on the number of 
permits issued." 

Under the new fee struc
ture, obtaining a permit for a 
$100,000 structure will now 
cost $2,500, up from roughly 
$1,750. 

Ian Wilson, co-owner of 
Salt Spring's Wilco Con
struction called the increase 
"quite significant." He 
hadn't heard of the proposed 
increases and said he sus-

pected other industry mem
bers hadn't either. 

Since most projects under
way run well beyond the 
$5 ,000 mark, he said, the 
CRD 's decision to leave the 
under-$5,000 rate unchanged 
is little consolation. 

According to Gutierrez, 
the CRD received a single 
phone call and an e-mail 
about the amendment in 
response to advertisements 
about it. 

More information about 
the bylaw is available at 
www.crd. bc.ca/bylaws/ 
buildingregulationse_/ or by 
contacting Gutierrez in Vic
toria at 1-866-475-1581. 

Light-up heralds Christmas season start 
The Christmas season offi

cially lands on Salt Spring 
this weekend as businesses 
light up their store fronts and 
Santa flies in for a visit with 
the kids. 

And although weekend 
weather looked question
able as the Driftwood went 
to press Tuesday, forecasts 
pointed to warmer days 
ahead and temperatures were 
expected to rise by Friday. 

(Any changes to the week
end activities will be posted 
on the Driftwood website at 
www. gulfislands.net.) 

The annual Driftwood
sponsored Light-up week
end kicks-off Friday night 
as judges view business 
storefronts, seeking the win
ners in several categories, 
including best use of lights, 
best use of materials, most 
creative and best all-round 
entries. 

This year's theme is "A 
Salt Spring Island Christ
mas" and islanders are 
encouraged to join the fun 
by strolling around town and 
checking out the windows. 

The following day, Santa 

makes his annual appearance 
at the Bank of Montreal after 
flying into Ganges Harbour 
via Salt Spring Air. 

Santa is scheduled to arrive 
at 1 p.m. Saturday and make 
his way to the bank, where 
he will visit with children 
and hand out candy canes 
and oranges. 

The Driftwood will take 
free photos of kids with 
Santa. 

The Christmas season gets 
another boost this week with 
the annual publication of the 
Driftwood songbook avail-

able in this edition. 
The book includes the 

words to dozens of Christ
mas carols, as well as a 
feature story on the Ful
ford Hall and Beaver Point 
Hall Christmas craft fairs 
(note the fairs have been 
postponed one week until 
December 8,9 and 1 0), a 
barbecue turkey recipe and a 
story on Wintercraft partici
pant Lisa Cherneff. 

In other Driftwood-related 
Christmas events, entries 
for the annual story-writing 
contest are due this Friday. 

Craft fairs postponed; Crowe carries on 
A longstanding craft fair tradition is 

being snapped by the cold spell as the 
Beaver Point and Fulford Hall Christ
mas craft fairs have been postponed by 
a week from their original December 
1-3 dates. 

Both will now run beginning on 
the evening of Friday, December 8, 
through Sunday afternoon, December 
10, with the same originally advertised 
hours. 

Adrian du Plessis, promoter of the 
Allison Crowe concert set for Art
Spring on Friday, December 1, consid
ered postponement due to weather, but 
decided against it. 

"But for all those who have tickets 
and for obvious reasons cannot make 
it to the show, we will either trade the 
tickets in for one of Allison's CDs or 
will honour those tickets for the next 
visit by Allison." 

Du Plessis said he didn't want any
one to risk injury by coming out to the 
concert in bad weather if they already 
had tickets in hand. 

With this arrangement, he said, "One 
way or another people can enjoy their 
Allison Crowe music- either in public 
or in private." 

The concert, a fundraiser for the Salt 
Spring SPCA, also features islander 
Billie Woods and other musicians. 

er you our: best rate Islander matches Core Inn sum 
•••• the prst__time! 

Posted GtC rates as of November 28. 2006 
lSCU BMO CIBC Our Rates 

30day _ 2.25% 2.25% 2.15% 3.80% 
60day 2.25% 2.25% 2 .. 15% 4.00% 
·90day 2.25% 2.35% 2.25% 4.05% 
120 day 3.90°A, 

58g BAY STREET, VICTORIA 7250.384.2554 
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The Core Inn's financial 
plight received welcome 
aid last week when islander 
Susan Bloom matched the 
total raised at a Novem
ber 18 "For the Kids" auc
tion-dance fundraiser and 
pledged four years of addi
tional support. 

In congratulating the 
group on raising $10,725 at 
the event, she said, "I would 
like to match that amount 
and re-establish my continu-

ing support of the Core Inn 
by pledging an additional 
$40,000 over the next four 
years." 

Bloom was one of the 
original donors who helped 
with the purchase and estab
lishment of the Core Inn sev
eral years ago. 

"I would like to congratu
late [Core Inn coordinator] 
Trish Nobile, all the young 
people and ·supporters for 
their tireless care and dedica-

tion to this worthwhile proj
ect," she wrote in a Novem
ber 24 letter. 

Nobile was deeply moved 
by Bloom's donation, as 
well as other expressions of 
support for the youth centre 
that she's received since the 
fundraiser. 

In particular, members of 
the Salt Spring Rotary Club 
and individual business own
ers have stepped forward 
with offers to help. 

SAM ANDERSON Authorized Ktlmmfy for 
AEG, ASKO, BOSCH, 
DCS,DACO~DANBY. 

DIMPLEX, ELECTROLUX, 
FABER, FISHER PYKELL, 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

Prompt, Reliable and Professional Service 
on all Make and Models 

HotWaterTank & Appliance Installation 
---- - ---- - ------ -- - .-.- ------ - - -- ------------

tel: 537·5268 
24 hour - 7 day 

EMERGENCY SERVICE fax: 537"11 OO 
pager: 538·9000 

124 LAWNHILL DRIVE, 
SALT SPRING ISLAND, BC, VSK 1 M9 SAM ANDERSON 

FRIGIDAIRE, GE, 
GAGGENEAU, HOTPOINT. 

INGLIS, KENMORE, 
KITCHENAID, LG, 

MARVELLE, MAYTAG, 
MIELE, SUB ZERO, 

ULTRALINE, THERMADOR, 
VIKING, WEST KING, 

WHIRLPOOL 

TROUBLED BY 
UNSIGHTLY SMALL LEG VEINS? 



Bookkeeping, Payroll and 
Tax Services 

David Waddington 
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor 

Quick Books Setup and Training 
Personalized Tutoring • Ongoing Support 

537-0854 
Specailizing In Small Business 

ICBC CLAIMS -
PERSONAL INJURY 

• 25 years successfully representing injured persons 
• NO FEE until you collect 

• Free confidential consultation 

PAUL B. JOYCE 
SNOW CRAWL: Traffic was crawling up and down Ganges Hill late Sunday morning as highways crews 
attempted to clear the snow, and cars turned around after travelling part of the way up. Here, cars back up 
behind the plow as it gets stuck on a particularly steep part oft he hill. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Barrister & Solicitor 
{250) 537-4413 (24 hours) 

Father of accident victim 
applauds crosswalk action 
By STACY 
CARDIGAN SMITH 
Driftwood Staff 

The Coins for Crosswalks 
campaign is welcome news 
for the father of a Pender 
Island girl who was hit while 
crossing Lower Ganges Road 
on November 30 last year. 

Bob Funk's daughter 
Nadia, along with her friend 
Liane Lafrance, were struck 
in the crosswalk at Rainbow 
Road on their way to the 
water taxi dock. 

Although initially unaware 
of the new project, he was 
enthusiastic once learning 
about the situation. 

He applauded the work of 
MLA Murray Coell and that 
of the Salt Spring Chamber 
of Commerce in securing the 
funding for half the cost of 
installing a new pedestrian 
controlled crosswalk at the 
intersection his daughter 
was struck. 

"I think it's a very positive 
move and I'm very happy to 
hear that Mr. Coell and the 
Minister ofTransport (Kevin 

Falcon) have taken the initia
tive to do something, and I'd 
like to thank them for their 
attention to the situation 
and efforts," said Funk, who 
pressured officials to make 
safety improvements in the 
area. "It restores my faith in 
our government at that level 
to take action when the citi
zens [are vocal about their 
concerns]." 

Funk thanked community 
members for their support 
and said he will make a Coins 
for Crosswalks contribution 
himself. Funds will be used 
to purchase and install some 
kind of pedestrian-activated 
lighting system at the Rain
bow-Lower Ganges intersec
tion. The Ministry of Trans
portation has agreed to pay 
half the cost, with the com
munity charged with raising 
the rest. 

However, Funk also real
izes this is just the first step 
to making Salt Spring streets 
safer. 

"As a builder, I can appre
ciate that they're taking a 

closer look at their infra
structure. I look forward 
to further [improvements], 
perhaps sidewalks ... Side
walks and walkways at the 
moment are inadequate, so 
if they would take it a little 
further, I would consider that 
to be the next step." 

According to Funk, his 
daughter continues to feel 
pain in her knee, which was 
injured when she was struck 
by the vehicle. Her ability 
to work and play sports has 
been affected as a result, he 
said, as she cannot stand for 
long periods of time. 

Nadia underwent a mag
netic resonance imaging 
(MRI) scan at Victoria Gen
eral Hospital on Friday and 
is currently awaiting results. 

Salt Spt:ing Chamber of 
Commerce representatives 
Perry Ruehlen and Peter 
McCully met with MOT 
officials Tuesday morning to 
learn about lighting options 
for the intersection. Specif
ic costs are expected from 
MOT next week. 

THE CEDARWOOD INN & SUITES 
9522 Loch side Drive, Sidney BC VSL 1 NS 
www. thecedarwood.ca 
info@thecedarwood.ca 

reservations 250 656-5551 
toll free 1-877-656-5551 

fax 250 656-1551 

• Executive suites feature firepl.irt~,anJ! 
jetted bath tubs 

• Enquire about our off-season weekly 
and monthly rates 

Agrichem 
Analytical 
soil -plant water testing 

409 Stewart Rd 
Salt Spring_, B.C. 
info@agrichem.ca 
www.agrichem.ca 

538·1712 

Thank you 
Salt Spring 
TO SHOW OUR 
APPRECIATION, 
WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER>> 

$10 
WATER TESTING 

for Total Coliforms & E. coli 
for the remainder of 2006 

& $25 off our testing packages. 
Offer ends Dec. 31, 2006, limit two tests per household, 

regular price $35 per test. 

Open your hearts ••• 
open your doors 

Quality Homestays Needed 
The International Education 

Department is looking for quality 
homestays for the 2006-2007 school 
year. We are welcoming students 
from all over the globe, boys and girls, 
ranging in ages from 12-18. We have 
short term programs as well as full 
year programs. These students want 
to feel a part of a family - perhaps 
yours would be the perfect fit? 

If you are interested in receiving 
an information package and an 
application form - please contact 

- Sheri at swakefield@saltspring.com 
or call 537-9944 (218). Students 
are being placed on an ongoing 
basis. 

A homestay family could be one 
person or ten -young or retired. 
We believe that a good homestay 
is the most important part of a 
successful student exchange. If a 
student is happy in their homestay 
then they are successful within 
the school and the community. 
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Committee kicks off watershed planning 

Saturday 
December 9th 

10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
no appointment necessary 

·~ 
LOWER MALL 

ONLY 

$15 per 
photo 

net proceeds to 
Salt Spring S.P.C.A. 

BONUS 
Your pet picture will also be published in 

the Driftwood, Wednesday Dec. 13th 

By ROB WILTZEN 
Driftwood Contributor 

The steering committee 
for the newly formed St. 
Mary Lake watershed plan
ning process was introduced 
to a full house at a public 
meeting at Community Gos
pel Chapel last Tuesday eve
rung. 

The CQmmittee's man
date is to work on plans for 
addressing St. Mary Lake 
water quality issues, and to 
facilitate public input into 
the process for watershed 
planning. 

Central to water protection 
issues is the future of devel
opment within the water
shed. Current zoning allows 
for significant development 
in the lake's watershed. 

Although no analysis 
has been done for St. Mary 
Lake, the present zoning in 
the Cusheon Lake watershed 
on Salt Spring allows for 
double the present density, 
pointed out regional director 
Gary Holman at the meet
ing. 

"Removing development 
zoning is very controversial 
and there is, currently, resort 
development potential that 
is not yet fully built out," 
said islands trustee George 

Ehring. The official com
munity plan review process 
has several focus groups 
addressing this issue, which 
will direct the approach that 
the Islands Trust will take, 
he explained. 

Blue-green algae blooms 
have dominated St. Mary 
Lake over past summers, 
raising concerns of cyano
bacteria in drinking water 
supplies. 

Cyanobacteria is a com
mon occurrence in fresh 
water and causes blue-green 
algae blooms under certain 
conditions. 

According to the Health 
Canada website, there is a 
generalconsensusthat30-50 
per cent of the blooms are 
harmless. 

The presence of even one 
toxic species of the bacteria, 
however, is dangerous. 

Cyanobacterial toxins can 
attack the liver, the nervous 
system or cause skin irri
tation with children being 
more susceptible to health 
effects. 

Boiling water does not 
remove the toxins and there 
is no obvious way to discern 
whether a particular bloom 
is toxic or not. 

"There is no mystery to 

~ 'T'Qrlll 7\TAVRA Rond LePaae 
~ .1. I 'lJ'.I. 1. ".L TJL Salt Spnng R;;alf.l" 

· - e-mail: /omal (t.u)slandnet.wm 53 7_55]5 
~ 

SUNNY BUILDING LOT 
Snort stroll to Be~~is Beacn, new 

septic, stu~io & 200 amp service in. 

• presented by: • 

Bosle}!'s+ 
PET FOOD PLUS 

I . 

DriftWootl 

Q1} ith our MOBILE SERVICE, we 
can deliver the same great product as any 
other store, with less overhead. The result; 
SAVE MONEY without sacrificing 
quality. Choose Saffron's knowledgeable, 
professional staff to provide you with a 
personal interior decor consultation and 
estimate in your own home. We specialize 
in custom work, drapery, bedding and 
carry a wide selection of Hunter Douglas 
products. 

orders over $1.000 

the cause," said Carol Kelly, 
an aquatic microbiology pro
fessor addressing the forum. 
"It is well known that excess 
phosphorous is the cause of 
this problem in lakes". 

Less well established, 
however, is how best to miti
gate the incoming load of 
phosphorous into the lake. 

A watershed is defined as 
the area encompassing the 
full land area draining into 
the lake. 

The St. Mary watershed 
is home to a wide diversity 
of land uses, including resi
dential areas, farms , roads 
and natural areas. 

Septic fields, fertilizers 
and increased erosion play 
major roles in raising phos
phorous levels. 

The result is a lake that has 
elevated levels of phospho
rous many times beyond the 
BC Guidelines for drinking 
water of 10 micrograms per 
litre. St. Mary Lake displays 
levels of 60-100 micrograms 
per litre with drinking water 
from the lake kept to safe 
levels through treatment 
involving increased chlorine 
usage, Kelly said. 

With no single exist
ing government program to 
address the issues and a col-

lage of overlapping regula
tory jurisdictions between 
federal, provincial and local 
authorities, the steering 
committee was formed with 
the objective to restore and 
protect sources of water and 
to minimize the phospho
rous inputs. 

"It is much better to reduce 
the inputs than to put all the 
efforts into remediation," 
said Dr. Rick Nordin, from 
the University of Victoria, 
who has studied St. Mary 
Lake for several decades and 
authored a study of the lake 
in 1983. 

"There are various lake 
restoration technologies 
besides aeration, but it's 
better to reduce fertilizers, 
address septic maintenance 
issues and reduce runoff to 
the lake." 

Even with an effective pro
gram to reduce phosphorous 
inputs to the lake, however, 
restoration is required to 
remediate the historical load 
on the lake that creates con
ditions conducive to algae 
blooms. 

The steering committee 
will undertake the techni
cal background work and 
then invite public input to a 
future meeting. 

Fi~e department kept 
busy during blizzard 

Fire crews braved snowy road conditions Sunday evening 
after reports of a chimney fire on Meyer Road deep in the 
south end. 

Crews dispatched to the scene had to contend with blizzard 
conditions and more than 10 centimetres of snow that had 
piled up within the previous 12 hours. 

Salt Spring Fire and Rescue chief Dave Enfield credited 
the efforts of road clearing crews that helped pave the way 
for emergency crews to access the site so quickly. 

"Luckily we got there in time and there was no major dam
age," he said. 

"That's got to be one of the hardest places to reach under 
those conditions." 

When you need a lawyer 
for quality representation ••• 

Call Keith' Olh{er, BSc, LLB 

Litigation: 
• Civil and Criminal 
• Estate and Will disputes 
• Real Estate Claims 
• Construction, lien claims 

Since 1980, 
at a// levels of Court 

SAFFRON 
Wmdow Fashion &Drapery 

www.saffronwindow~.com 

HunterDouglas 
window fashions 

TOLL EBEE: 1-877-744-2~?? OR 744-?~?~ 
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Performers and Jade Bell create 
'natural high' at education event 

"t' f "t' f "t' f "d ' 1 s un ... 1 s ree ... 1 s r1 ay. 

By DAWN HAGE 
Driftwood Staff 

The youth of Salt Spring 
performed like winners to 
an audience of about 200 
in ArtSpring on Thursday 
night, inspiring hope for a 
drug-free future in our com
munity. 

Anti-drug advocate Jade 
Bell was the keynote speak
er at the the Salt Spring 
Island Community Services 
(SSICS) presentation called 
Strength of the Human Spir
it; A celebration of island 
youth. 

After an introduction 
by Carolyn Flam, SSICS 
event organizer, the evening 
began with a Prayer for the 
Universe by Suynana and 
Jalquin' Sha'e. 

Aaron Ableman appeared 
next, with a rap-like piece 
involving spoken word, 
singing and a pre-recorded 
accompaniment. 

He spoke to the "incred
ible opportunity we have to 
offer all those around us the 
gift of truth through.creative 
expression." 

''I fled from the 
pain and loss ... 

drank and did any 
drug I could get 

my hands on ... I 
hid from my 

feelings.'' 
-Jade Bell 

Next on the program was 
a delightful trio of pieces 
by Ainu Yasue and Willem 
Burnaby, who performed 
two piano duets and a tra
ditional African drumming 
piece from West Guinea. 

High-tech computers and 
monitors were set up next to 
prepare for Jade Bell's much 
anticipated presentation. He 
appeared in a brown suit and 
cap and was wheeled to cen
tre stage amidst prolonged 
applause. 

An enormous screen was 
lowered as lights dimmed for 
a video presentation. 

The poignant video 
described Bell's life before 
and after his drug overdose 
on August 28, 1997, which 
rendered him blind, para
lyzed and unable to speak or 
walk. "Alive, yet dead," Bell 
wondered why he had sur
vived. After a painful year 

Jade Bell: spokesperson 
for alcohol and drug 
abuse education. 

of rehab, in which there was 
almost no improvement, he 
begged his caregiver to "let 
me go." But, he slowly began 
to uncover a reason for his 
existence - that "his life 
had been spared for a pur
pose." 

That purpose is to share 
his anti-drug message with 
the hope that amongst the 
thousands of youth that he 
touches, there will be one 
that hears his message and 
changes the course of his 
life. After the video, Bell 
presented a pre-recorded 
speech before taking ques
tions from the audience. 

Bell's method of commu
nication involves striking 
points of a device located 
on both sides of his head 
enabling him to punch out 
Morse code symbols that 
the computer interprets as 
letters and eventually words 
and sentences. 

"I'm probably the only 
public speaker who doesn't 
speak," quipped Bell. 

He stressed how drug 
addiction can target anyone, 
regardless of age, gender and 
socio-economic situation. 
He described a past filled 
with loss, suicides, car acci
dents, cancer and crime. 

"I fled from the pain and 
loss . . . drank and did any 
drug I could get my hands on 
... I hid from my feelings." 

"I didn't cry, I got high." 
He described how his 

outward appearance belied 
his drug habit - at 21 he 
worked out, started to body 
build, snowboarded, wrote 
and played music and ate 
healthy foods. In the mean-

time he was "consuming 
unimaginable amounts of 
alcohol and drugs." 

"They used to call me hell 
on wheels, now I'm wheeling 
in this hell," droned the com
puter voice, heartbreaking in 
its matter-of-fact delivery of 
Bell's devastating life story. 

His presentation ended 
with a plea for addicts to 
recognize their addiction 
- to be honest with them
selves. 

"Who gets more respect," 
he asked. "The person con
trolled by drugs or the per
son drugs have no control 
over?'' 

"There are two ways, two 
roads, two choices, two sto
ries." 

Prolonged and heart
felt applause followed his 
speech. Bell also answered 
questions and audience 
members were invited to the 
stage to shake Bell's hand 
or give him a hug. A lineup 
snaked out of the hall. 

After the break, audi
ence members were treated 
to three more terrific per
formances by island youth. 
Grade 5 student Naeco Palm 
performed a short, beauti
fully flowing piano composi
tion titled Water Ballet. 

This was followed by 
three songs by newly formed 
band CKRAGS. The band, 
comprised entirely of 13-
year-old musicians, included 
Arlo Bryn-Thorn, keyboard, 
Clayton Upex, drums, Geof
frey McFarlane and Rylan 
Gajek, guitar and Kristy 
Kramer> bass. 

They began with an 
upbeat version of Carlos 
Santana's Evil Ways, where 
Bryn-Thorn sang lead with 
a seemingly effortless light, 
clear tenor. 

The Beatles' Twist and 
Shout followed with gutsy 
vocals by Upex, who had 
the perfect raunchy and full
throated interpretation of the 
classic dance tune. The set 
ended with an original com
position Blackbird in a Sky 
of Crows, which displayed 
the vocal prowess of Gajek 
and McFarlane. This band 
was pure fun. 

The final presentation was 
a youth jazz septet called 
Revolutionnes. Comprised 
of Aaron Trory, bass, Nico 
Hook-Neilson, guitar, Eryn 
Kreiger, trumpet, Ryder 
Bergerud, tenor sax, Silk-

CI2.D I CAPITAL 
REGIONAL 
DISTRICT 

Planning & Protective Services 

GANGES VILLAGE TRANSPORTATION 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Request for Proposals for Consulting Services 

The Capital Regional District (CAD) requests proposals from qualified proponents to 
develop and recommend a transportation management concept plan for the Ganges 
Village area, Salt Spring Island. 

Proposal documents can be viewed or obtained from the CAD Planning and 
Protective Services department. Proposals must be submitted no later that 12 noon 
on December 22, 2006. For information and/or enquiries on this project, please 
contact the Senior Transportation Planner at (250) 360-3052. 

CAD Planning & Protective Services 
625 Fisgard Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 2S6 
Email: regionalplanning@crd.bc.ca 

en Conradi, piano, Erisa 
Ogawa, flute and Ben Hunter, 
drums, the band opened with 
a tongue-in-cheek original 
ballad called Funkenstein 
and led by Trory on electric 
bass. 

Mister PC followed, a 
romp in the blues tradition 
that allowed soloists to shine 
and displayed the individu
al and group talents of this 
newly formed jazz combo. 

The final number was Her
bie Hancock's Chameleon, a 
jazz classic that set the audi
ence stomping their feet and 
provided a perfect close to 
the evening. 

Flam called all performers 
to the stage for a final curtain 
call. Clearly high from their 
performances and the elec
tric energy in the hall, it was 
a visual demonstration of the 
power of creativity, music 
and youth. 

Who needs drugs, they 
seemed to say, when we can 
come together and do this? 

Available every Friday 
all over Salt Spring 

Volunteer Salt Spring 
CELEBRATES INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER DAY 

DECEMBER 5TH 

Volunteer Salt Spring invites you 
to visit their display at the Island Savings Credit Union 

on December 5th from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Volunteers will demonstrate how the new 
Volunteer Salt Spring website works, and how you can 

choose the right volunteer opportunity for you. 
Organizations looking for volunteers 

are also encouraged to visit the display. 

www.volunteersaltspring.com 
''your .9~ to lff)Uuttur~ o~sab Spr~" 

If it's in the store 

IT'S ON SALEI 

£"£1\y-rttlNG' 
s1'0R£ VIIO£t 1. f\.ooi\St 

Momet~ etotltJalt eo. 
7 days a week 537-5551 



AS • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2006 GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

OPINION \ 

f iM!aA-
, 

~ WHERE'S " p 

<l THE DOG? 
II 

6 

b c & 

0 

. 
0 

v 

u . ' 

GULF ISLANDSooti 
Y OUR COMMUNITY NEW S PAPER SINCE 1960 

President frank Rtcharas 
Publisher Penny Sakamoto 
Managing Editor Gail Sjuberg 
Advertising Manager Peter McCully 
Advertising Rick MacKinnon, Tracy Stibbards, Andrea Rabinovitch 
Editorial: Sean Mdntyre, Susan Lundy, Stacy Cardigan Smith, 

Photographer 
Accounting/Circulation 
Production Manager 
Production 

Dawn Hage, Elizabeth Nolan 
Derrick Lundy 
Claudia French, Eva Kuhn, Brett MacDougall 
Lorraine Sullivan 
Kaye Segee, Stacy Cardigan Smith, Nick Sullivan 

" 

" " .. I> 7f/IIJ.Iks IZ4 
, Sll 

., 
"' 

"' 6 
0 t> 

" 
, (j 

~ 

" • " 
6 I> 

I> " 0 0 

(} p. ~ (7 

~ .. , .. .. 
0 

0 

"· .. 
17 # I> 

"' t.> (/ 
II 

I> 

" 
(7 

I " 

~ 

&0 " 

Published every Wednesday by Driftwood Publishing Ltd. 
328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3 

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday 
Phone: 250-537-9933 Fax: 250-537-2613 Toll-free: 1-877-537-9934 
E-mail: driftwood@gulfislands.net, website: www.gulfislands.net 

Yearly Subsaiption Rates 
In the Gulf Islands $50.83* Elsewhere in Canada $85.60* 
6 months elsewhere in Canada $58.85* Outside Canada $179.00 
*Includes GST 
This newspaper acknowledges the financial support of the 
Government of Canada, through the Publications Assistance 
Program (PAP), toward its mailing costs. \ _,, 
Publications Mail Registration No. 08149 =t 
International Standard Serial Number 1198-7782 L~~ 

~ 

Canadian Community Newspapers Association 
zcg~A 

B.C. & Yukon Community Newspapers Association, B.C. Press Council 

Letters to the Editor 

\ 

On a roll 
What a difference a substantial pledge can make to a struggling · 

but full-of-life non-profit society. 
Long-time Core Inn Youth Project Society coordinator Irish 

Nobile was blown away last week when she received notice that 
a generous islander intended to match the $10,725 raised at a 
November 18 For the Kids fundraiser, and contribute an additional 
$40,000 over the next four years. 

Normally a behind-the-scenes philanthropist, in this case Susan 
Bloom was willing to make her contribution public in hopes of 
keeping the youth centre's funding needs in the public eye. She 
deserves much respect for her community rnindedness. 

Nobile was also extremely grateful to volunteer extraordinaire 
Cherie Geauvreau of the Copper Kettle society, who stepped in to 
spearhead the event. 

Geauvreau, in turn, was amazed at the generosity of numerous 
contributors who were happy to donate to the cause. 

It's a classic case of goodness begetting more goodness. 
The Core Inn in its rejuvenated form has become a truly "hap

pening place" filled with youth whenever it's open - especially 
those of middle school age. _ 

It would be tragic if the community could not build on the 
momentum created by both the fundraiser and Bloom's assis
tance. 

Except for interim grants for staffing purposes, the society has 
been entirely self-supporting over the years, notes Nobile. 

Despite perpetual funding challenges, and then the setback 
from the fire of 2004, the Core Inn dream and vision continues to 
thrive. 

And while Core Inn society members are definitely concerned 
about eliminating the substantial debt arising from post-fire reno
vation costs, it is long-term maintenance of the youth centre they 
consider more important. 

That's why Nobile was also heartened to be recently approached 
by businesspeople and Rotary Club members wanting to help in 
ways that will sustain the building and ensure its programs grow. 

Anyone wanting more information on how to keep things rolling 
for the Core Inn is urged to call Nobile at 537-4167. 

Options 
Re: Rainbow Road light 

in the works (November 22 
front-page Driftwood arti
cle). 

It seems to me that putting 
three-way stops at the inter
sections near the hospital, 
Rqbinson at Long Harbour, 
Lower Ganges at Robinson, 
Rainbow at Lower Ganges 

· and McPhillips at Lower 
Ganges, along with lower
ing the posted speed limit 
in the associated areas to 30 
or 40 kilometres per hour 
would cost nowhere near the 
$45,000 to $60,000 and have 
a far better result than put
ting in one pedestrian light. 
Doing this shouldn't ruffle 
anyone's feathers if opposed 
to traffic lights. 

I also have to say, follow
ing the accident that hap
pened on Robinson Road 
last week, that sent John 
Wakefield to hospital with a 
severely broken pelvis after 
being hit by a truck while 
standing at the side of the 
road, I am disgusted at how 
we use a lack of money as 
an excuse for not putting up 
proper streetlights so that 

drivers can see what lies at 
the sides of our roads, or 
building proper sidewalks so 
that folks have somewhere 
safer to walk or stand. Appar
ently, we also have no official 
service for removing broken 
glass from our roadways fol
lowing an accident, which I 
did the next day rather than 
have it remain there to cause 
another accident. 

I encourage readers to 
explore how public infra
structure, which would 
include streetlights, along 
with education, health care 
and ferries , can and should 
be funded entirely through 
Bank of Canada-created 
money at no cost to Cana
dian citizens. 
DONN TARRIS, 
Salt Spring 

Letters to the editor 
are welcome, but writ
ers are requested to 
keep their submissions 
to 400 words or less. 
Letters may be edited 
for brevity, legality 
and taste. Writers are 
also asked to furnish 
a telephone number 
where they may be 
reached during the 
day, and to sign their 
letters with their full 
name. 

Parenting and children's exposure to media in troubled times 
By USHA RAUTENBACH 

When the highly televised Gulf 
War pegan in 1991, I had no tele
vision. I was teaching a primary 
class at the Salt Spring Centre 
School, and they were proving 
difficult to settle. I asked "What's 
going on?" 

The question on so many of 
their minds that morning was put 
by a seven-year-old: "When do we 
go get our uniforms?" School uni
forms? Not at the Centre School! 
What could they be talking about, 
I wondered. 

Before school that January 
morning, radios were tuned to 
the news. The United Nations 
had elected to use force - for 
only the third time in its history 
- against the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, if their resolutions were 
not complied with. George Bush 
senior had little interest in diplo
macy to avert Saddam Hussein's 
threatened Mother Of All Battles. 
The deadline had arrived. The 
media were fully prepared, and in 
position, to report history in the 
making, in detail, and on site. 

That morning, the children told 
me that the man on the radio -
some even knew his name, Brian 
Mulroney - had told them they 
must stop fighting each other, 
because Canada Is Now At War. 
All Canadians must help. 

The impact this announcement 

IN 
DEPTH 

had on the children was eye-open
ing. Parents, glued to radios and 
television sets as the Gulf War 
loomed, assumed that what they 
were paying close attention to 
would "go over their children's 
heads." No such luck. 

That children will focus on the 
media is no surprise to me now, 
though it was a learning experi
ence for me then. 

I discovered that morning that 
almost all the children were in a 
state of personal crisis. They were 
not talking to adults. They told me 
"adults didn't want to talk about 
it" with them. Firstly, their par
ents were intently focussed on the 
"news," and emotionally affected 
by it, so of course their children 
were on the alert. Secondly, much 
use was made, on television, of 
colourful animation; highly attrac
tive to the child's eye. 

I remember so clearly one of 
the boys describing to me his pre
paredness. Before going to sleep 
at night, he wrapped himself 
in his duvet and hid under the 
bed. Why? So the Smart Bombs 
wouldn't get him- he was none 
too sure they couldn't get through 
his duvet too, since they could 

come in through closed windows 
and doors, and they could find 
you, wherever you hid; they were 
"smart." Some children knew that 
bombs could come into you and 
explode there. They didn't want 
bombs exploding in them. 

Bubbling over with being "in the 
know," they taught me more than I 
cared to know they knew. Inform
ing me of the developments in the 
international situation, broadcast 
with barely suppressed excite
ment by journalists conveying the 
importance of their news, these 
five, six, seven and eight-year
olds educated me about Stealth 
planes and Scud missiles, Daisy 
Cutters (horrific!) and Patriot mis
siles. They scrambled over each 
other to convey every unbearable 
detail, described all too clearly 
to them, by screens I was frankly 
glad I had not been exposed to. 
This was an unwelcome lesson 
in the efficacy of visual aids in 
enhancing the language arts of 
young children. 

I returned to the question of uni
forms. Reassurance was so neces
sary, I was deeply shocked. It is 
not in childhood that we acquire 
the ability to let things go over 
our heads. Adults learn to dis
criminate between what to focus 
on, and what we need not pay 
attention to. But a child's world 
view and understanding is lim-

ited, though keen, far more keen 
than most adults. Especially when 
their security is in doubt. 

I quickly assured them I wasn't 
about to let them get out of doing 
their school work by signing up 
to serve Canada, by going off to 
"kill people dead." Even if they 
wanted to do what "the man" had 
told them to, the uniforms would 
be too big for them. I assured 
them, that whatever words "the 
man" had used, he did not mean 
all Canadians, only grown-ups. 
And their parents would not be 
going off to get uniforms and 
be "killed dead" either, because 
armies only use soldiers who have 
practised a lot; their parents didn't 
know how to be soldiers. 

The next fear to alleviate was 
the chance of they themselves 
being "killed dead" on home turf. 
Children's brains are designed 
to put two and two together, and 
that's what they will do, when the 
adults will not engage in explana
tions of why they are emanating 
intense distress. 

I asked where they thought this 
war was happening. They all knew 
- it was The Gulf War. Yes, but 
where was it happening? I asked. 
"In the Gulf, don't you know?" 
Right here, where we are, in the 
Gulf Islands . . . Children are not 
inattentive. 

So I took them on an imagi-

nary journey to Kuwait, requiring 
much telephoning to book airline 
tickets and hotels to sleep in, and 
soon had them bored, relieved 
and settled for a stint of the day's 
work. 

After school that day I did a lot 
of telephoning to parents. 

In 2006 I am still without a 
television, but can imagine cur
rent coverage of war (and global 
warming) is enough to give chil
dren dire concerns about their 
future. If you are feeling intensely 
yourself, please don't leave your 
children to work out alone how to 
be brave and confident enough to 
deal with today. 

First, find out what their cur
rent understanding is. There is no 
need to tell them what they do not 
know. If they already know enough 
to distress them, just alleviate any 
misconceptions and put the news 
in perspective, emphasizing what 
needs to be done today, here and 
now. During the 1991 Gulf War, 
I found one long chat that first 
morning did not put an end to 
their nervous fearfulness. It resur
faced daily. From that day I knew 
the media gets through to chil
dren. As adults we need to check 
in. We have a duty to give them a 
better perspective. 

The writer is a retired school 
teacher living on Salt Spring. 
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We asked: What do you like best about the winter weather? 

Nirmal Dryden 
What I like best is that its 
pretty and that it slows us all 
down. 

Chantelle Goeujon 
When you go into town its 
like a magical north pole 
village. 

Letters to the Editor 

Bob Kirkpatrick Rob MacDonald 
Its refreshing and we know Its exactly what we need. 
its not here for good. 

Dave Mcleod 
The chaos. 

Tampering 
It is so important that 

we all realize the power of 
greenhouse gases and also 
consider the unbelievably 
small amounts of these gases 
in the atmosphere. 

trial revolutions and our 
population explosions. 

What is the scenario for 
disaster? The existing tiny 
amounts of greenhouse gases 
in the atmosphere allow the 
small additions of gases from 
human activities to loom 
very large - large enough 
to contribute significantly to 
climate warming. The situa
tion is comparable to a cup 
of water looming large to a 
teapot of water but not to a 
swimming pool of water. 

average temperature over a 
temperature with no green
house gases. 

those many members of the 
community whose generos
ity helped put our campaign 
"over the top." 

way to prepare an applica
tion requesting a $2,000,000 
federal-provincial infra
structure grant to be applied 
to the costs of constructing a 
new building. 

tributors to the recently 
concluded land acquisition 
campaign. Although that 
campaign is now over, we 
respectfully suggest, as they 
consider their end-of-year 
charitable giving, that others 
might wish to consider mak
ing a donation in support of 
the library's current work 
in the community. Such tax 
deductible contributions, 
made out to the Salt Spring 
Public Library, should either 
be dropped off at the library 
or mailed to the Salt Spring 
Island Library Association, 
129 McPhillips Avenue, 
Ganges, B.C., V8K 2T6. 
DAVID BORROWMAN, 
DUNCAN HEPBURN, 

Oxygen and nitrogen make 
up 99 per cent of our earth's 
atmosphere. This leaves only 
a tiny window of one per 
cent for all of the remain
ing gases, which include the 
greenhouse gases. 

This rise has been very 
welcome and has made Earth 
very livable, but with a little 
more heating, 2 to 6 degrees, 
the planet becomes unlivable 
for many species, with pos
sibly our own included. 

Strangely, the major green
house gases such as carbon 
dioxide (now 0.038 percent) 
and methane (0.00016 per
cent) occupy only a tiny cor
ner of this one per cent win
dow. These tiny amounts set 
the stage for disaster when 
fossil fuel-burning societ
ies like ours show up in the 
world's history and proceed 
to unlock vast quantities of 
buried carbon. This activity 
has flowed from our indus-

We are now well down 
this climate-warming road, 
so it is crucial that we reduce 
greenhouse gases now, but 
instead we are increasing 
them under the obfuscations 
of the powerful fossil fuel 
industry. 

It is extremely difficult to 
comprehend that such a min
ute portion ofthe atmosphere 
has such enormous power 
over the world's climates, so 
we continue to tamper blind
ly with the atmosphere - to 
our peril. 
GORDON BARNES, 
Salt Spring 

Library 
support 

At the time of the Novem
ber 2005 referendum, the 
library board indicated 
it would attempt to raise 
$250,000 from the commu
nity. This would be done, 
the board said, to make cer
tain the proposed purchase 
of the adjoining property 
would in no way adversely 
affect the library's operating 
budget. Almost one year to 
the day after that successful 
referendum, we were able 
to announce that this admit
tedly ambitious fundraising 
goal had been reached. 

The success of the land 
acquisition campaign is a 
significant achievement, but 
now the library board moves 
on to other challenges in its 
efforts to construct a new 
library in the Ganges core. 
Efforts are already under-

At the same time, plan
ning is also taking place for 
a second referendum, most 
likely to be held either in the 
fall of 2007 or the spring of 
2008. That referendum will 
provide the Salt Spring com
munity with the opportunity 
to indicate if it is indeed 
willing to pass a tax levy to 
pay for construction costs 
over and above those cov
ered by that infrastructure 
grant. Salt Spring residents 
will be kept fully informed 
as the library board and its 
planning committee contin
ue their work, and there will 
be ample opportunity for 
community input into this 
exciting project. 

PAT BYRNE, 
STAN SHAPIRO, Through the ages·the great 

power of tiny quantities of 
greenhouse gases has been 
demonstrated by a rise of 33 
degrees Celsius (59 degrees 
Fahrenheit) in the world's 

The joint Salt Spring 
Library Board/Friends of 
the Library Land Acquisi
tion Fundraising Com
mittee wishes to thank all 

We are most grateful to 
the more than 325 con-

LYDA SMITH, 
TILLY CRAWLEY 
SSI Library Association 

MORE LETTERS A10 

Humanity can be measured by its treatment of pets 
My editor won't allow me to 

write more than one story a year 
about dogs. That's probably a 
good thing. My canine admiration 
is borderline effusive. Turns out, I 
am not alone. 

It seems cats and dogs have 
become a global alternative to 
children and partners. As that 
huge demographic known as the 
"baby boomer generation" works 
its way through the '50s and into 
the '60s, the kids have left home, 
and with a near 60 per cent North 
American divorce rate, many 
spouses have also seen the back 
side of the door. Single house
holds are as common as brass 
poles in Vegas. Many turn to pets 
for companionship and to give 
their lives a sense of purpose. 

Just how much of a sense of 
purpose became painfully clear to 
Chinese officials this week, when 
they began to enforce an edict 
banning all dogs over 35 centi
meters ( 14 inches) at the shoulder 
within the city limits of Beijing. 
There were reports in the media 
and on the internet of dogs being 
ripped out of owners' arms and 
clubbed to death, under the guise 
of rabies control. The response 
was huge and immediate. Angry 
dog owners began protesting in 
Tiananmen Square (yes, THAT 
Tiananmen Square) before police 
were called in to disperse the 

HEAD TO HEAD 
BY PETER VINCENT 

crowd. And the worldwide protest 
continues. 

In the U.S., 39 per cent of 
households own at least one dog, 
totalling 65 million. In Canada 
it is estimated that one in four 
households has a dog. On Salt 
Spring, there are over 1400 dogs 
licensed, equalling the number of 
Salt Spring children registered in 
our schools. Think about that for 
a moment. 

All things canine is big busi
ness, and permeates every cor
ner of our world. There are dog 
movies, dog hotels, dog walking 
services, dog massage therapists, 
mediums who will translate your 
dog's bark. Dog doctors now do 
hip replacements, kidney dialysis, 
and dental braces. Doggy cancer 
treatments that routinely run up to 
$5,000 per month. 

We have TV shows like "The 
Dog Whisperer," who will cor
rect bad behaviour. We watch the 
annual Westminster Dog Show, 
which has pretty much attained 
cult status. 

Go down to Mouat's, Foxglove 
or Bow Wow & Company, and 

pick up bejewelled 
leashes, Burberry rain 
macs, polar fleece 
coats, toys, treats and 
breath lozenges - all 
to keep the tail wag
ging. 

Indeed, if extraterres
trials are eyeing our planet, watch
ing us scamper after our pets, 
scooping up their droppings, mak
ing them meals, brushing and blow 
drying them, they would have a bit 
of trouble ascertaining who was 
actually in charge down here. 

I admit to having two dogs, 
with a third Monday to Friday 
- doggy daycare. Barely a step 
is made without some consider
ation to this entourage. There are 
dog walks and feeding schedules 
embedded in my day-timer. Road 
trips must involve pet friendly 
hotels. Longer trips mean entrust
ing my charges to a trustworthy 
friend with a flexible schedule 
willing to house sit. I have given 
up entirely on my car's interior. 

In truth, I probably treat my 
dogs better than most of my 
human contacts. And not just my 
own dogs. I always have a pocket 
full of dog treats. It always breaks 
my heart to see a dog shivering 
outside on a short leash, or swel
tering in a hot car, or being yanked 
around and generally abused 
by some psychotic kid with self 

esteem issues. 
Sadly, anyone can get their hands 

on a dog. The first dog I owned was 
a young female bull terrier. The 
original owner was a 12-year-old 
boy, who had locked the dog in 
a closet for days on end, starved 
it, burnt it with cigarettes, and 
jammed a fork in her left ear, ren
dering her partially deaf. If he had 
done that to his sister or his brother, 
he would have been put away. 

His parents returned the dog to 
the kennel, mumbling that their 
son was going through "one of 
those stages." The kennel was 
poised to euthanize the dog. It 
was my incredible good fortune 
to happen to show up that day, and 
quickly spirited her off. After all 
the dog had been through, it was 
the gentlest, most endearing dog I 
have ever had under my roof. We 
have a lot to learn from dogs. 

Everyone has stories. It is said 
that you can measure a nation by 
the way it treats its poor. I think 
that you can measure a person's 
humanity by the way he or she 
treats their pets. Women are buy
ing teacup dogs as the latest fash
ion accessory made popular by 
the likes of Paris Hilton. Young 
men continue to parade pit bulls 
as some twisted reflection of their 
own manhood. These are both 
pretty reprehensible reasons to 
own a dog. And at the end of the 

day, it is always the dogs that pay 
the price. 

In the U.S., eight to 10-million 
cats and dogs end up at the SPCA. 
Five million never make it out. 
Even with the BC SPCA's "no
kill" policy, around 74 dogs were 
put down in B.C. in 2003 (the lat
est year for statistics I could find). 
Over 60 per cent of these were 
killed for "behavioural problems." 
Read "irresponsible owners." 

The BC SPCA has been going 
through its own hard times recent
ly. Internal power struggles and 
alleged corporate malfeasance 
have cost the society $10 million 
since 2000. 

Our own branch is in a per
petual money crunch. This past 
Saturday, they held their annual 
auction. As luck would have it, 
it was a miserable, snowy, dan
gerous night to be out. Never
theless, 70 brave souls made it 
to the event, which raised about 
$6,000 - laudable, but still short 
of expectations. 

Now I know this tiwe of year 
is a tough time for struggling 
families, and there are many out
stretched hands. But try to set 
aside a few dollars for our local 
SPCA. They could really use it. 
Better yet, volunteer. 

And stick a couple of dog treats 
in your raincoat pocket. Make a 
tail wag this Christmas. 
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ISLANDS TRUST 
GALIANO ISLAND 

LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE is hereby given that the Galiano Island Local Trust Committee will hold a public hearing 

within a Local Trust Committee meeting on the following proposed bylaws: 
• Bylaw No. 189- cited as "Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw 127, 1999, Amendment No.6, 2005". 
• Bylaw No. 194- cited as "Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995, 

Amendment No. 1, 2006". 
• Bylaw No. 195- cited as as "Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw 127, 1999, Amendment No.1, 2006". 

for the purpose of allowing the public to make representations to the Local Trust Committee 
respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaws at 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, December 13,2006 
at the South Community Hall, 141 Sturdies Bay Road, Galiano Island. A community information 
meeting will be held at 1:00PM before the start of the public hearing to allow the public to receive 
information and ask any questions about the bylaws. · 

At the public hearing all persons who believe that their interest in property is affected by the 
proposed bylaws shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present written 
submissions respecting matters contained in the proposed bylaws. 
Bylaw No.189- cited as "Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw 127, 1999,Amendment No.6, 2005". 

In general terms, the purpose ofproposed Bylaw No. 189 is to rezone lands legally described as 
District Lot 72, except that part in Plan VIP75373 and Lot 15, District Lot 71 and 77, Plan VIP61007, 
all of Galiano Island, Cowichan District from Forest 1 zone (F 1) to Rural Residential zone (RR) 
and Heritage Forest zone (FH) as shown on the following map. As part of the rezoning, a covenant 
to manage lands in accordance with sustainable forest practices and prohibiting subdivision of the 
land will be considered for the area proposed to be zoned Heritage Forest zone (FH) prior to any 
consideration of final adoption of the bylaw 

Bylaw No. 194- cited as "Galiano Island Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108, 1995, 
Amendment No.1, 2006". 

In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 194 is to change the designation oflands 
legally described as Lot A, District Lot 89, Plan 12139, Galiano Island, Cowichan District from the 
Visitor Accommodation (VA) designation to the Small Lot Residential (SLR) designation as shown 
on the following map: 

Bylaw No.195- cited as "Galiano Island Land Use Bylaw 127, 1999,Amendment No.1, 2006". 
In general terms, the purpose of Proposed Bylaw No. 195 is to change the zoning of lands legally 

described as Lot A, District Lot 89, Plan 12139, Galiano Island, Cowichan District from Commercial 
4 (C4) Zone to Small Lot Residential (SLR) Zone. The location ofthe property is identified on the 
above map referenced with Bylaw 194. 

A copy of the proposed bylaws and any background material that may be considered by the Trust 
Committee in respect of the proposed bylaws may be inspected at the Islands Trust Office, #200 
- 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. between the hours of 8:30a.m. and 4:30p.m., Monday to Friday, 
inclusive, excluding statutory holidays, commencing November 29, 2006. 

For the convenience of the public only, and not to satisfy Section 892(2) (e) of the Local 
Government Act, additional copies of the proposed bylaws may be inspected at various Notice Boards 
on Galiano Island, B.C., commencing November 30. 2006 and can also be viewed on the World Wide 
Web at the following URL: http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca and selecting http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ 
ltc/gllbylaws.cfm 

Written submissions may be delivered to: 
1. the office of the Islands Trust by mail at #200- 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8, or by 

Fax (250) 405-5155, prior to 4:30p.m., December 12, 2006; 
2. after 4:30p.m., December 12, 2006 to the Trust Committee at the Public Hearing at 1:00 p.m., 

Wednesday, December 13, 2006. 
All applications are available for review by the public. Written comments made in response to this 

notice will also be available for public review. 
Those persons who chose to make their written submissions by email prior to the time and date 

above provided ought to require confirmation of receipt on their email and in any event the risk that 
an email is not received lies with the sender. Email submissions should be sent to grichardson@ 
islandstrust.bc.ca. 

Inquiries regarding the proposed bylaws may be directed to the Islands Trust Office, Island Planner, 
at (250) 405-5157 or, for Toll Free access, request a transfer via Enquiry BC: In Vancouver 660-2421 
and elsewhere in BC 1-800-663-7867. 

NO REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE GALIANO ISLAND LOCAL 
TRUST COMMITTEE AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

Kathy Jones 
Deputy Secretary 

More letters 
Kidlit Booklift 

The Writers' Union of 
Canada is organizing a 
Booklift for the Nyaka 
AIDS Orphans School in 
Uganda. 

This school's founder is 
Jackson Kaguri, and it is 
connected with the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation. 

They are looking for 
commercially published 
children's literature appro
priate for ages five to 17, 
as well as books with let
ters, words and numbers 
for younger children. 

Unused books and books 
in excellent condition 
would be fantastic since 
these children have never 
had anything "new" in their 
lives! Christmas is cele
brated there, so Christmas 
books would be welcome, 
as well as books and stories 
on the children's favourite 
subjects: children, flowers, 
butterflies, soccer, houses, 
the sun, the moon, cows, 
goats, cars, friends, going 
to school, and fantasy sto-
ries. 

For more information, go 
to: www.nyakaschool.org 
or Google: Nyaka AIDS 
Orphans' School, or email: 
info@writersunionofCan
ada.ca or zocosmo14@ 
hotmail.com. 

Books can be sent to 
Attention of G. Z. Garnett, 
Writers' Union of Canada, 
200 Richmond St. E. Suite 
200, Toronto, Ontario, 
M5C 1Pl. 

Please spread the word 
to other Salt Spring and 
B.C. writers. 
If we send the books 

now, they may arrive for 
the holidays, which would 
be great. Thank you! 
RACHEL JACOBSON, 
Salt Spring 

Policy? 
I am writing to strongly 

complain about Thrifty 
Foods' decision to discon
tinue the Community Chest 
donations program at its 

Salt Spring Island store. 
When the store opened 

here, many locals refused 
to shop there because the 
"Save-A-Tape" program 
at its rival, Ganges Village 
Market was such a use
ful and important way for 
shoppers to contribute to 
charities in our commu
nity. 

I believe it was in 
response to this fact that 
the Salt Spring Branch 
instituted the Community 
Chest system, whereby one 
had only to tell the cashier 
the number of the charity 
to which one wanted their 
total credited and a por
tion of that total would be 
donated to said charity by 
your store. 

After that, we began 
shopping at Thrifty Foods 
with a clear conscience. 

Now I find that Thrifty's 
has discontinued this pro
gram, replacing it with 
the "Smile Card" system, 
which requires the shop
per to apply to the char
ity they want to support 
and be issued a blue plastic 
card to be scanned through 
the register or the purchase 
will not be counted. 

There are several things 
wrong with this system. 

1. Not every local group 
is able to issue the cards, 
leaving some of the more 
marginal groups without 
support. 

2. I often change which 
charity I choose to sup
port on any given day. One 
week, it's the Scouts, the 
next week the SPCA, etc. 
How many cards will I 
have to clutter up my lim
ited wallet space with? 

3. Only locals in the 
know, and dedicated ones 
at that, will now be con
tributing to the coffers of 
their favourite groups with 
their purchases. 

It is highly unlikely that 
occasional visitors or tour
ists will apply for these 
cards, even if they know 

about the program. 
I believe this is a shabby 

and underhanded way of 
Thrifty Foods trying to opt 
out of local charitable con
tributions altogether. 

Was it just too success
ful? 

Did it take too much out 
of the store's bottom line? 
I know that other Thrifty 
stores don't have this pro
gram, because when I have 
shopped at their Sidney 
and Victoria stores, the 
cashiers had no idea what 
I was talking about when 
I asked where their Com
munity Chest numbers list 
was, because they don't do 
that there. 

So I will no longer be 
doing any shopping at all 
at Thrifty Foods, on or off 
Salt Spring Island. 

I'm back at the GVM for 
all my grocery needs, which 
has continued its Save-A
Tape program unchanged. 
This is a loss to me as well 
as to the store. 

We have a very large 
family, including eight chil
dren and their spouses and 
21 grandchildren, and we 
spend quite a lot of money 
in local grocery stores. 

I will miss shopping at 
Thrifty's. 

I have come to appreci
ate the quality and variety 
of the foods offered there, 
but unless it goes back to 
the previous Community 
Chest numbers program, 
myself, my husband, or any 
of our many relatives will 
not be seen in their stores 
again. 

I hope that other readers 
will feel inspired to follow 
our example. 

I also hope Thrifty's will 
reconsider this ill-advised 
policy change decision and 
re-institute the charitable 
contributions system it had 
previously. 
DENISE 
MCCANN .BACHMAN, 
Salt Spring 

Salt Spring Island's 
Certified Orthodontic Specialist. 

DR. VOHN ROSANG 

Creating 6eautijuf smifes. 

Ph: 655-7007 • 212-9764 Fifth St., Sidney (M-F*) • www.islandorthodontics.ca 

Now open select Fridays to accommodate Gulf Island school schedules. 
Also available select Frida sat Or. Lorraine Machell's 'Cree honse' dental clinic. all "i] -"i 
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What's inside culture? Looking for 
perspective in Quebec and Uganda 
By SIENA ANSTIS 
Driftwood Contributor 

I believe I can vouch for 
many Montrealers who have 
moved here from the West 
Coast and are wondering: 
what's up with the weather? 

In dumbfounded confu
sion, I have been watching 
snow reports on the West 
Coast trump the non-exis
tent snow reports on the East 
Coast with +4 outside and a 
light rain. 

When I came to Montreal, 
the summer was still in full 
swing\ yet I denied this by 
wearing sweaters and fall 
clothing in belief that Mon
treal was cold - all year 
long. Truth be told, after a 
freak wet snow before Hal
loween, the weather has been 
bizarre; if it's not raining, 
humid and overcast, it's +2, 
crystal clear and blindingly 
bright with sunshine, and this 
leaves me wondering, where 
is the Montreal I fantasized? 

When you first come to a 
new city, you become nearly 
high off the change (if not the 
fumes). The air is thick with 
excitement and the down
town sector is awash with 
people shopping, working 
and rushing. After a while, 
this effect wears off and 
you're left with what you do 
as a daily routine and the 
responsibilities you carry. 

As many university stu
dents probably feel, I find 
myself drawn out thin 
across the city rushing from 
metro station to metro sta
tion, printing assignments, 
writing articles, conducting 
interviews, attending two
day conferences, snagging 
free meals from a boyfriend's 
kind offer or a friend's treat 
- and that's when it hits 
me: 

Canadian culture, when 
you have drawn yourself 
so thin across a city, can 
become bland and lost 
within the mounds of chores 
and duties you hold. I find 
myself walking in the streets 
and realizing that people are 
not always smiling at you. 
Actually, most are staring 
straight ahead at their next 
task in line. 

When it comes to finding a 
job, employers are hesitant to 
hire you on the spot (a great 
change from finding work on 
Salt Spring or Victoria) and 
a promise to call you back is 
repeatedly forgotten. 

When it comes to meeting 

LETTERS 
HOME 

new people, you'd best run in 
the same circles or find some 
similar interests, or contacts 
fade quickly. 

All this self-reflection, 
mixed up with final-exam 
stress, an overload of assign
ments and staying in the city 
away from family for Christ
mas, can put any gregarious 
human into a rut, which risks 
completely shutting out city 
charm. This brings me, oddly 
enough, back to the weather. 
Montrealers seem to strive 
off the first few months of 
winter when the snow is fall
ing, white and soft; when the 
bright eastern sun comes out 
and freezes the world into 
a dry bliss; when the ponds 
are open for skating; when 
children can play in the last 
few minutes between school 
and night throwing snow
balls and rolling snowmen; 
and when cramped students 
can drag their snowboards 
to a nearby hill and go for a 
quick ride before hitting the 
books. 

What happens when cli
mate change throws off the 
world weather patterns and 
leaves some of us newbies 
to the east expectant and 
scrambling for insane ice 
storms and meters of snow? 

I decided to make one 
life change amongst all 
this blandness that I've 
been inflicting on myself 
(no fault, but my own). I'm 
heading off to Uganda in 
July for two months to work 
up north where a passing 20-
year war has left children 
orphaned, violence common 
and housing scarce. Through 
Concordia, I will be build
ing new homes for returning 
villagers and be taking care 
of orphaned children with 
another organization called 
SOS Kinderdorf. 

Though I believe Cana
dian culture lacks vibrancy 
and intensity (at least in the 
fog I find myself), I believe 
that in Uganda I will be 
given the perspective prob
ably every North American 
human needs in terms of 
colour, family, opportunity 
and hope. 

On a closing note, with 
less morbidity than the grey 
commercialized Christmas 
we have in full swing in 

Delicious treats for gifts and guests. 
Great stocking stuffers 

• Ambrosial SSI roasted garlic 
• Salsa in mild, medium and wasabi 
• Salt Spring spirited wild 

blackberry jam 
• Lime ice wine marmalade 
• "Hot" roasted garlic jalapeno jelly 
• 28 flavours of chutneys, pickles, diet jams 

and jellies Jf!* 

* ~ ··~ 

Montreal, Quebec families 
have shown me a thing or 
two about unity. Though 
divorce might be just as 
rampant in this eastern prov
ince as in any, there is some
thing about extensive fam
ily gatherings, cheese and 
wine, which brings heartfelt 
nostalgia and appreciation 
for large group activities to 
mind. 

The culture Quebeckers 
have partially created and 
partially imported from 
Europe is vivid in these gath
erings. A boyfriend recently 
took me to dinner with his 
extended family, and I was 
amazed by the respect for 
the elderly, the grandmother 
described as the "most pow
erful woman of the family," 
and the ultimate joviality 
they all shared. 

I hope that Uganda will 
show me this same unity over 
in another continent and per
haps lend an answer or two 
to depression and suicide in 
North America - without a 
family, where's the glue? 

Another friend of mine, 

an Ethiopian girl studying 
journalism, brought me over 
to her parents' house where 
I was immediately asked 
questions and plied with a 
delicious meal (this reminds 
me of my own mother at 
home). She takes every Fri
day night off to hang out 
with her family and sisters 
- so perhaps keeping the 
old and the young around is 
beneficial to health of heart, 
body and the mind. 

Although the city of Mon
treal is a beautiful partici
pant amongst cities of this 
planet, streets and stores can 
only offer so much stimula
tion. It's the people I've been 
meeting (some brief, some 
not) who have been offer
ing windows into a different 
lifestyle which I hope to rec
reate for my own extended 
family. 

The writer, who grew up 
on Salt Spring Island, is 
studying journalism and 
anthropology at Concordia 
University in Montreal. 
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This holiday season, give her a gift she'll really LOVE: 

NEW STOCK 

FROM JiRri5 
& INDIA ) 

Sweet Lingerie, Designer Jeans, 
Fabulous Shoes, Gorgeous Tops, Scarves, 
Jewelry, Perfumes and more 

Men receive 15% off on Men's Night Dec. 6 th. 

~Tis the Season ... 
At t. ~; u oma ac y .. ~ .. -· 

Home Standby Generator 

SECURITY & SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
- quiet - clean - sale - convenient 

• High efficiency wood, gas fireplaces & stoves 
• Heat pumps • Furnaces 

• Power generators • Gas piping 

• 

$489/month 
for 39 months ·=$& DoWn Payment $3,900 
Ratm 4,91)0 

$689/month 
for 36 months 
Monthly Payment: $699 
"(~: 36.f1101JtnS 
Down Payment $4,950 
Rate:3.9% 

·~---- ·~--·-· - ' ~ ~ 

*includes the standardized national freight & POl charge of$1 ,495 {Including floor mats, wheel lock nuts & fuel) and based on a MINI Financial Services 'Low Kilometre I' Lease. Offer excludes retailer ad

ministration fee {where applicable), PPSA registration fees and all applicable taxes extra. These lease offers are effective untu November 30 2006. See MINI VIctoria for more details. 
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Home Catering Service 

Meals you would make 

Looking for direction on the freeway 
.. .if you had the time! 

Stress free entertaining! 
Parties from 2·200 ... 

we can help. 

THIS WEEK'S 
MENU 

Roast beef with red wine 
gravy, mashed potato 

OR 
Stir-fry prawns with 
broccoli & carrots 

OR 
Brown sugar & 
black pepper 

marinated salmon 
OR 

Cider marinated pork loin, 
sauteed apples, 
roasted potato 

OR 
Turkey breast stuffed with 

mushrooms, wild rice 
OR 

Baked pasta with 
mascarpone, 

roasted tomatoes and 
chicken 

OR 
Spaghetti with 
meat sauce 

! s7oo PER MEAL 
~ Order only as many 
\ as you need. 

Christine Godlonton 
537..0867 

www.dinaersraadyonsallspiillf.com 

By SUSAN LUNDY 
Driftwood Staff 

In every story I look for 
a little humour, a lesson, or 
perhaps a thread of evidence 
that no matter how bad it 
gets, a greater force is help
ing me get on life's freeway, 
heading in the right direc
tion. 

Sometimes that thread is 
buried with the needle in the 
haystack - or with the cleat 
in the sports bag if, like me, 
you're a sports parent. 

I'm also a broke sports 
parent so it's with some 
reluctance and a stretch of 
justification last weekend 
that I agree to book a hotel 
in Burnaby for two nights to 
accommodate Sierra's soccer 
try-out from 6-8 p.m. Friday, 
Danica's try-out from 8-10 
p.m. Saturday and Sierra's 
game in Burnaby on Sunday. 
It will be a family bonding 
time, we'll do a little city 
shopping and I'll take them 
to my favourite sushi spot on 
Broadway .... 

But Danica's 15 and when 
something comes up for her 
to stay in Victoria Friday 
night I agree to pick her up 
in Tsawwassen on Saturday. 
Sierra and I will take the 1 
p.m. sailing Friday in lots of 
time to get to the hotel and 
then the field. 

Except that the 1 p.m. is 
overloaded, sticking us on 
the 3 p.m. ferry and launch
ing a mad drive through rush
hour traffic to some obscure 
turf field at the far end of 
Burnaby. We get lost (16th 
Street is NOT the same as 
16th Avenue), Sierra learns 

some new vocabulary, and 
I develop a stress twitch in 
my eye. 

We only make it to the 
field because I have a cell 
phone and a friend on the 
other side of the world who 
has access to a computer and 
map. But we're 20 minutes 
late, Sierra misses the warm
up and with 36 girls at the 
try-out she gets about 35 
minutes of playing time. An 
expensive 35 minutes. 

We only make 
it to the field 

because I have a 
cell phone and 
a friend on the 

other side of the 
world who has 

access to a 
computer and 

map. 

Luckily, I have map-quest 
directions from field to hotel. 
Unluckily, the roads don't 
match the directions: like the 
intersection that says Cari
boo Road on all four street 
signs. Luckily, we merge 
nicely onto the freeway. 
Unluckily, we merge in the 
wrong direction. 

I take the first exit off the 
freeway, drive for a block 
or two and by cursing and 
making a few random turns, 
I actually re-find the field. So 
we start again - 20 minutes 
later - this time making the 
correct tum onto the freeway. 

Once at the hotel, I stay 
up forever humouring my 
daughter by watching The 
Simpsons and South Park, 
both of which normally make 
me cranky. However, I am 
determined: We Will Have A 
Good Time (WWHAGT). 

Day two. Weave through 
traffic to my favourite sec
ond-hand store, but Sierra, 
being 13, needs American 
Eagle or Bluenotes or Some
thing Trendy to replace 
her lost sweat shirt. So -
remembering WWHAGT
I say "fine, we'll go to Sushi 
Bang and then. find a mall 
in Richmond on 'our way to 
pick up Danica." 

More grey hairs and a fast
er eye twitch as the snowfall 
starts and I grit my teeth to 
Cambie and Broadway, park, 
get sushi, place the bag and 
my wallet on the hood of the 
car while I go through the 
unfamiliar city motions of 
unlocking doors. 

Grab the sushi but leave 
the wallet on the hood - a 
fact I don't discover until I 
have driven all around Rich
mond, finally finding a mall 
but no parking, finally find
ing a second mall, parking, 
and realizing everyone in 
the mall is Asian except us 
- and everyone has a wallet 
except me. 

As we drive back on to 
Highway Whatever, I'm try
ing to figure out how we'll 
get home without a credit 
card, debit card, cash or ID. 

At Tsawwassen the snow 
continues to blur visibility as 
I cancel my credit card and 
the nice lady seems more 

Lov your W 11-being, Build your B nes! 

concerned with how to get 
me a new card so I can keep 
cranking up my debt than 
how I'm going to get back 
on the ferry. 

Drive without incident 
- other than slow-mov
ing, snow-wary Stones-con
cert-traffic - back to see 
if my wallet is lying hidden 
on the ground. Wishful, but 
not practical thinking. Then, 
more eye twitching through 
snowy city traffic back to 
Burnaby, a rock in my stom
ach thinking about the pend
ing drive to North Vancouver 
for Danica's soccer try-out. 

Waiting at the 323rd red 
light, we call our home 
voicemail- and there's that 
thread - a Mr. Shen tells 
me in accented English that 
he has my wallet, it's in safe 
hands and looks like noth
ing's missing. Traffic is mov
ing so slow, I could probably 
get out and kiss the ground. I 
love Mr. Shen. 

Unfortunately, I discover 
at the hotel, he lives on Bur
rard in the bowels of Van
couver and I have neither 
time nor desire to drive all 
the way back. 

Five minutes before Dani
ca and I leave for North Van
couver, the try-out is can
celled. Five minutes later, 
Sierra's game is cancelled. 

I should have just taken a 
bucket of money and flushed 
it down the toilet - at least 
then I wouldn't have devel
oped the eye twitch. 

No, girls, we can't leave 
now and get our money 
back. But, we could leave 
now, catch the late ferry back 

Dr matic N w ci ntific Breakthroughs Discov r th 
with am Graci . nd Dr. Carolyn DeM reo M.D. 

~uesday, December 5, 7:00 - 8:30pm 
ArtSpring Theatre, 100 Jackson Ave., Salt Spring Island 
Complimentary organic "fingerfoodu and beverag buffet by Natureworks. 

Meet Sam Graci, formulator of the original and research-proven 
greens+ and Dr. Carolyn DeMarco M.D., authors of the NEW book 
- The Bone-Building Solution. 

Don't miss this exclusive opportunity to learn: 
• Nutrition beyond Calcium 
• The "Silent Epidemic" in men 
• Simple strategies for improving bone health in your teens, 

20s, 30s, 40s, 50s and beyond 
• The Secrets to Youthful Posture and Fluid Movement for a Lifetime 

Join us for Sam's and Dr. DeMarco's most motivational lecture yet. 
Seminar to be followed by book-signing with 100% of the proceeds 
from the sale of the The Bone-Building Solution ($20 including taxes) 
to benefit the Salt Spring Island Food Bank. 

Brought to you by: 

The Se.:ret• to Yo111hfu! Pmtur~ and 
flutd Movement for al1fetlffit! 

The Bone
, Bu·d:ng 

OUtiOn 

In~ 't~dOi', <! ~r <to1 "IJ )l'~lu tltot'd ~o ;(110,., 'tJ ;J("\o~rlt 
II ttt:at :)"(~Lp\.>HHI~ \lfllh ~HV!U~hPI!l rt'~ul(~ 

Sae+S · 
natu rewO?ks 
ltruJ f~Wk- v~E'Wvevt+at"'(Y wve~ 

Our Total Quality Obligation guarantees your 
satisfaction - or your money back. 

www.genuinehealth.com 1 877 500 7888 

116 lower ganges road salt spring island british columbia VBK 258 
tel 250 537 2325 fax 250 537 2380 

f/1 For a healthier, vibrant life - naturally GENUlt-.'E 
HEALTH 

to Salt Spring and at least I 
could work for a few hours 
to start paying back the mce 
lady at MasterCard. But no 
time to get wallet. 

So we make a wild dash, 
pack everything up and pray 
that in this blizzard we can: 
a) find our way; b) avoid any 
accident (no drivers' licence 
or BCAA card); c) pool 
enough cash to get on the 
boat. 

We make it with lots of 
time to spare and actually 
have a little fun hanging out 
in the line-up and listening 
to the radio. 

Finally hit home some
time after 11 p.m., fall into 
bed, wake up to thick snow, 
lose power, make a treacher
ous drive into town so I can 
work, drive home in the dark, 
power still out, find a few 
random candles, adjust to 
life without radio, MSN and 
e-mail, burn the last piece 
of wood and cuddle into bed 
under three blankets, wear
ing socks and gloves. 

''I'm sorry it was such a 
disastrous weekend," I mur
mur as we're falling asleep. 

"I had fun," says Sierra. 
"And I'll never forget it." 

The lesson? The moral? 
The thread? Despite it all, 
I discovered saints like Mr. 
Shen still exist and, ultimate
ly - although sports parents 
ride a roller coaster - at 
least we're riding it with our 
kids. ' 

We created some mem
ories and spent an entire 
weekend together. I guess 
we're going the right way on 
the freeway. 
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SNOWFALL FUN: Aaron and Christopher Hoffman take full advantage of Sunday's snowfall as they slide 
down the hill on Broadwell Road. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Tips to avoid accidents 
Salt Spring's RCMP mem

bers are urging greater care 
on local roads, whether or 
not it's snowing. 

"At Salt Spring detach
ment we have noticed an 
increase in motor vehicle 
incidents in the last few 
weeks," said Cpl. Dave Vol
ler on Tuesday. 

"Although drivers are 
unable to mitigate all the 
risks faced with driving 
there are a number of steps 
we can take to assist in 
arriving safely at our desti
nations." 

1. Ensure your vehicle is 
in good mechanical condi
tion. A qualified mechanic 
can assist in this, however, 
there are a few things anyone 
can do. 

• New wiper blades- to 
provide a streak-free view 
of the road, which is espe
cially helpful while driving 
on poorly lit roads on rainy 
nights. 

• Check windshield wash
er fluid levels and make sure 
the container is full. 

• Tires - ensure they are 
in good repair. Winter tires 
are recommended. They 
should have sufficient tread 
to hold the vehicle on the 
road and provide traction 
during adverse conditions, 
such as rain, fallen leaves, 
ice and snow. 

• Headlamps and tail-lamps 
- A quick walk around the 
vehicle will ensure all are 
operating correctly. The fine 

. for only having one head
lamp alight is $81 payable to 
the provincial coffers, so fix 
the light before you meet a 
policeman on the roadside. 

2. Allow yourself a little 
more time to travel, espe
cially when heading to ferry 
terminals. 

3. Leave more room 
between your vehicle and the 
vehicle ypu are following. 
This allows for greater stop-

ping distance and time. 
4. Drive according to the 

conditions. Just because 
there are prescribed speed 
limits it does not mean you 
have to drive that speed. 

As we have experienced 
over the last couple of days, 
we are now dealing with 
frosty/icy road conditions, as 
well as a significant amount 
of snow. Failing to drive rel
ative to conditions can result 
in a $167 fine. 

"Again," said Voller, 
"that's money that can be 
spent elsewhere, especially 
at this time of year." 

"Driving in a defensive 
manner will also assist in 
reducing the possibility of 
meeting your local ICBC 
agent," he adds. 

Pedestrians and cyclists 
should also make an effort to 
ensure they are seen during 
this time of year. Reflective 
clothing and blinking lights 
can be tremendously helpful. 

Classifieds? 
see page B18 

SALT SPRING ISLAND FIRE DEPARTMENT 
/; •!' •• iii\ c~- •' ' ~

,- ~ 

>~ V -~~ \ " /1 //' ' 

We are in great need of gifts 
for children ages 8-14 years of age. 

We will accept cash, new or gently used items. 
Te guarantee distribution, donations should be 

dropped off at the Fire Hall by 
DECEMBER 15 

Patterson's Store 
North Salt Spring 

Water District 
West of the Moon 

Red Ginger 
Ganges Village 

Market 

FIRE HALL OPEN HOUSE: 
DROP OFF: 

10am • 4pm 
Friday, Dec. 1 

Saturday, Dec. 2 
Sunday, Dec. 3 
Friday, Dec. 8 

Saturday Dec. 9 
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Beacon Inn 

at Sidney 
The area's only 5-star Canada Select Accommodation 

***** 
GIFT SHOPPING? 
CATCHNG AN EARLY FLIGHT? 
JUST NEED A GETAWAY? 

BOOK AND STAY BEFORE DEC. 21 
AND RECEIVE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING DISCOUNTS. 

1 night stay 20% OFF 
2 night stay 50% OFF the second night 
3 ni~~~ stay 100% OFF the third night 

9724 3rd St., Sidney 11.877.420.5499 1 www.beaconinns.com 
... - AU4£M! 1 

Many bouquets of Roses 
to Rick and the employees of 
Ganges Village Market who 
so generously and enthusi
astically supplied and helped 
with everything necessary 
for a successful day of sell
ing raffle tickets. Thank you 
for your constant support of 
our school and community. 
From all the students and 
families of Phoenix Elemen
tary School 

A cord of roses to Drew 

90DAY 
CONVERTIBLE 

TERM DEPOSIT* 

RANT 
Clarke for his generous 
donation of firewood to our 
wood raffle. Your gift and 
support means so much to 
all of us at Phoenix Elemen
tary School. Thank you! 

A fragrant rose to each of 
the good drivers who stop 

for me at the seldom used 
and therefore barely noticed 
crosswalk by Pioneer Vil
lage. I use it almost every 
day as it is my shortest route 
to the village. Thank you all! 
Margaret Spencer 

A beautiful dogwood tree 
for Drs. Malcolm and Har
old Bond and for Nora and 
Stephanie - for your wis
dom and kindness. My sin
cere thanks, Hannah Brown 

Roses to whomever cre
ated the new Salt Spring 
Crossword puzzle in TGIF. 
I have had a lot of fun trying 
to figure it out, although I 
have to admit I did cheat a 
little. Keep it up, it is great. 
CF 

A dozen roses (and a few 
beers if we see you again!) 
for the three extremely help
ful individuals that helped 
our white Mazda RX7 up 
Ganges Hill on Sunday, 
November 26. Your ambi
tion and patience that you 
had for us will never be 
forgotten. I think the one 
guy (who wore a Christ
mas Santa hat) was named 
Mike and that's all we know. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIF1WOOD 

Again, we both want to 
give you our best and we 
will never forget you. Joe 
Lachmund & Lee Stempski 
(from Victoria) 

Dozens of the sweetest 
smelling roses for Gran
Gran, our angel, without 
whom we could not have 
done it . . . huge bunches 
of heartwarming roses go 
to Terry, Maggie, Heather 
and Jackie for their caring 
and professional support, 
for which we are so deeply 
grateful. Additional roses 
in a variety of colours go 

. out to our "transportation 
crew," the wonderful staff 
at Lady Minto, and to Steve 
and Mikey and family 
for being such wonderful 
neighbours. Wow. We thank 
you. Jekka & Jordan and 
AmmaLisa 

To Marti, a big snow
covered bouquet of roses 
for your patience and kind
ness in helping me navigate 
Dukes Road and make it to 
the ferry on time. Joan on 
Seymour Heights 

Right now at Island Savings, you get it all - high returns, total flexibility, and 
the satisfaction of knowing you are supporting local businesses and events. 

More letters 

Simply choose the NEW 90-day convertible term deposit, only from 
Island Savings. You'll earn an impressive 4.25%t. And, if rates go up, you 
can convert to any non-redeemable term deposit of equal or greater term. 
Come in and find out more today. Because it's good to be here. 

Waiting for 
a response 

On behalf of the over 400 
people on Salt Spring Island 
who signed the GLOSSI 
petition to protect the cur
rent Civil Marriage Act from 
being reopened, I am sorry to 
report that our own MP, Gary 
Lunn, has yet to respond to 
our petition, despite an indi
cation that he would. 

.4~ ',. 
ISLAND SAVINGS 

IT'S GOOD TO BE HERe.•• 

' On a minimum new deposit of $10,000. For lower deposit amounts 4.00% interest rate applies. *Each 'Separate Deposit' as defined by Regulations is 
guaranteed up to $1 00,000 by the Credit Union Insurance Corporation. Interest rates subject to change without notice. 

Many of the signers felt 
that having the government 
bring up this divisive issue 
again is a colossal waste of 
Parliament's time and tax
payers' money. 

BRENTWOOD 544-4041 CEDAR 722-7073 CHEMAINUS 246-3273 DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON OPENING SOON DUNCAN 746-4171 We hope that Gary will 
consider all of his constit
uep.ts, particularly those 
whose daily lives would 

LADYSMITH 245-0456 lAKE COWICHAN 749-6631 MAYFAIR MALL 385-4476 Mill BAY 743-5534 SALT SPRING 537-5587 

SHAWNIGAN 743-5395 WEST SHORE 474-7262 WOOOGROVE CENTRE 390-7070 www.ISCU.com 

Shopping list: ......................... 
0 1 bunch Swiss chard 
0 1 can watercress 
ORedonion 
0 Beet root 
0 Dried cranberries 
0 Pumpkin seeds 
0 Feta cheese 
0 Pecan halves 
0 Maple syrup 

(or brown sugar) 
0 Butter 

THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET CARAMELIZED PECAN GREENS 
Short cuts to cooking for one or two@ with Sarah Lynn, 2006 
Chard: Part of the human diet for thousands of years, chard, together with beets and spinach, is a member of the 
goosefoot family {Chenopodiaceae), so-named because the shape of the leaves resembles the shape of a goose's 
foot. The name chard comes from the Latin cardus meaning thistle. Cardus was rendered in French as carde 
and evolved in English to become chard. Chard today is commonly referred to as Swiss chard in North America 

• because of its extensive cultivation in Switzerland. However, it is also widespread in the Mediterranean basin and 
particularly popular in the Provence and Rhone Valley regions of France. Swiss chard is also called silver beet, spinach beet, Sicilian beet, 
leaf beet, sea kale beet, white beet, strawberry spinach, and Roman kale. Unlike its beet cousins, the root of chard is inedible. Chard is 
prized for its large leaves and crunchy stalks. The two main types found in most supermarkets are the red chard and the green. The red 
has a red stem and dark green leaves with deep red veins. The green has lighter green leaves and a white stalk. Red and green chard 
both have a slightly meatier texture and earthier flavor than spinach. The red variety has the stronger flavor. A general rule of thumb 
when cooking chard is to treat the leaves as you would spinach and the stalks as you would asparagus. Chard leaves or chard stalks 
can be boiled, steamed, braised, and sauteed.ln addition to serving as a side dish, Swiss chard can be incorporated into stuffings, pasta 
sauces, pestos, soups, salads and other preparations. ............................................................................. ~ .......... . 
Finely slice and chop one bunch of chard, (The best way to do this is to cut the stems off and chop them separately- Then stack the leaves on top 
of each other, roll them up, and cut them into thin slivers which you can chop more easily than whole leaves.) Drain & slice 1 can watercress. Finely 
sliver about 114 cup red onion. 1 cup beet root, cooked, drained & sliced in slivers. Add 1/4 cup dried cranberries, 1/4 cup pumpkin seeds. & 
1/4 cup of crumbled feta cheese. Set aside. Put 112 cup pecan halves into a frying pan, add 1 tablespoon of maple syrup (or brown sugar) and 
1 tablespoon of butter. Toss all ingredients together in a large bowl & serve with a dressing or vinaigrette of your choice. 

Come and try this wonderful dtsh at ...... • This Thursday 1 :00 - 5:30 pm 
THE GANGES VILLAGE MARKET •This Friday 11 .00 am_ S·OO pm 
FOOD DEMONSTRATION . . . 

GANGES 
VILLAGE MARKET 

be directly affected by any 
potential changes to this bill, 
and not simply listen to the 
fears of groups with reli
gious or ideological opposi
tion to equal marriage. 

Over 12,000 same-sex 
couples across Canada have 
now entered into marriages, 
with no negative social reper
cussions. On the contrary, 
providing equal status and 
legal stability for committed, 
same-sex families benefits 
all of Canadian society. 

We urge people to con
tact MP Lunn to voice their 
opposition to reopening this 
debate, which is scheduled 
for December 4. Contact 
information: Phone: 613-
996-1119 (Ottawa); 250-
656-2320 (B.C.) or via e
mail: lunnmp@garylunn. 
com (Ottawa); lunng@parl. 
gc.ca (B.C.) 
DAVID RUMSEY, 
President, 
Gays and Lesbians 
of Salt Spring Island 
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Islander's film debuts at Whistler IS years of 
By STACY 
CARDIGAN SMITH 
Driftwood Staff 

When Gulf Islands Sec
ondary School alumnus 
Liam Walsh started filming 
his documentary, he had lit
tle experience with a camera 
and even worse equipment: 
his first camera had no view 
finder and a battery life of 
only 15 minutes. 

approximately $30,000, to 
the education he would have 
received if he attended a col
lege or university. 

Walsh did take classes at 
the Gulf Islands Film and 
Television School (GIFTS) 
on Galiano. 

"It was awesome for 
inspiring you," he said of his 
GIFTS experience. "Photo
guerilla style." 

Walsh had close to 100 
hours of footage, so editing 
was quite a daunting task. 

Real [state Dependability 

ZS years of 
Island Life 

carolfOWLES SALT SPRING REALTY • 537-5515 
_ ,.,....,,... www.carolfowles.com 
ROYAllEPAGE 
-'"'"'llll'~• www.mls.ca • email: cfowles@saltspring.com 

the Friends 
of the Salt Spring Island 

Public Library Association 

Four years later, 26-year
old Walsh has finished his 
video, a piece which profiles 
snowboarders Crispin Lip
scomb and Dan Raymond 
as they work their way from 
snowboard instructors in 
Whistler to Olympic ath
letes. 

The documentary, titled 
The Pipe Dream, follows the 
athletes as they pursue their 
dreams. But the title can also 
be applied to Walsh's jour
ney. 

Liam Walsh, left, is seen with Crispin Lipscomb and 
Dan Raymond, the subjects of his documentary The 
Pipe Dream, which debuts at the Whistler Film Festi
val on Sunday. PhotocourtesyofPiqueMagazine 

He enlisted the help of 
Gemini-award winning edi
tor Stuart de Jong to cut the 
version of The Pipe Dream 
that will debut at the film 
festival this weekend. 

Walsh was also able to get 
some help from editors at 
CBC. 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

Wednesday, December 6 - 4:00 p.m. 

"I found a huge parallel 
between what I was trying to 
do and what my characters 
were trying to do," he said. 

The film is not a collec
tion of sweet snow-boarding 
tricks caught on tape. 

Rather, it follows Lip
scomb and Raymond as they 
develop and compete as both 
athletes and individuals. 

The film ends at the 2006 
Winter Olympic games in 
Torino, but "it's not about 
the Olympics, it's about the 
journey to get there," said 
Walsh. 

However, Walsh's experi-

ence at the Olympics does 
make an interesting story. 

"When we got there, it 
was so disorganized ... there 
were supposed to be tickets 
to be realized [to me, but] 
they were an hour late," he 
said. 

Walsh ended up sneaking 
up the mountain in order to 
get a few shots of Lipscomb 
and Raymond competing, 
even though he was unable 
to use the footage due to 
copyright laws. 

Lipscomb placed 11th 
in the halfpipe and Ray
mond qualified, but in the 
end missed placing by a few 
points. 

Walsh's documentary 

0 mandala PREFABRICATED ROUND HOMES 
c , , , o "' " o "' , , un1que des1gns • healthy • susta1nable 

1-866-352-5503 • 250-352-5582 
www . mandaI a hom e s. com 

ell 

The Flu Shot 
·WHO NEEDS IT? 

.•• YOU DO! 
"The flu shot is your best defense 

against influenza:' 

UPTOWN: 
Dec. 6 Wednesday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Dec. 8 Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Dec. 11 Monday 1 0 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Dec. l6 Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

DOWNTOWN: 
Dec. 13 Wednesday 1 0 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Please call us soon to schedule an appointment 
at the store of your choice! (Fee for this year $25) 

Live well with 

·~:tJ:~t/4®» 
DOWNTOWN 537-5534 
104 Lower Ganges Rd. 

UPTOWN LOCATION 538-0323 
372 Lower Ganges Rd. 

OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6/ SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5 

makes its debut on Sunday at 
the Whistler Film Festival. 

"I'm excited, but ... I'm 
learning my film is more 
about the journey," he said 
of the upcoming premier. 

"At first you think, 'I'll just 
go film stuff,' but I was so 
naive. If I knew what I was 
getting myself into was this 
huge, I probably wouldn't 
have done it." 

Walsh compares the proj- . 
ect, which he financed entire
ly on his own to the tune of 

"It was like a therapy ses
sion for film makers," he said 
of the experience. 

CBC has since expressed 
interest in producing another 
version of the film. 

Walsh is thankful for all 
the help he received dur
ing the entire process, and 
thanks the community of 
Salt Spring, where he grew 
up and returned for a num
ber of summers. 

He is considering showing 
the film on the island come 
spring. 

Rental 
Assistance 
Program 

United Church 

1. Full reports on fund raising 
and library plans to date with 
Library Board Chair, Duncan Hepburn 
and Chief Librarian, Marilyn Ming 

2. Friends activities past, present and future 

3. Election of Friends Board members 

ALL WELCOME 

Is your family paying too· much rent? If you have lived in B.C. for the 

past 12 months and have a household income below $20,000, the new 

Rental Assistance Program could help your family. The Province of British 

Columbia now provides direct cash assistance to eligible low-income 

working families with children under the age of 19. Assistance will be 

paid directly to eligible households to assist their monthly rent payments 

in the private housing market. 

The Rental Assistance Program was recently announced as part of 

the Provincial Housing Strategy- Housing Matters BC. 

To find out if you are eligible, 

contact BC Housing at 

604-433-2218 in the Lower 

Mainland or 1-800-257-7756 

elsewhere in B.C. 

Offering B.C. families more 
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ORGANIC 
~TURKEYS, FRESH 

GEESE&DUCK 
......,;,...__Please order early • Organic Meat 

Great selection 
of Gourmet Gift ideas 

ADMIRAL'S SPECIALTY FOODS & 
SUSHI BAR 

NEWS BEAT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Lions' Santa ship sails again 
It doesn't get much more On Galiano, Santa is 

West Coast than seeing greeted with a giant bon-
Santa ride into town on the fire. On Mayne Island, local 
back of a killer whale and Lions dress up as reindeer 
that's exactly what holiday and pull Santa up to the 
merrymakers of all ages island's community hall. 
can expect when Mr. Claus Here on Salt Spring, vis-
sails into Ganges Harbour iting Lions spend the better 
next weekend. part of their "international 

According to Don Cun- meeting" looking for ways 
ningham, the event's Salt to swipe anything they can 
Spring coordinator, island- get their hands on during 
ers will be treated to an their visit to thelocal Lions' 
impressive fireworks dis- clubhouse. 
play when the distinguished "Over the years they've 
guest and his entourage managed to take quite a few 
arrive aboard the 110-foot pieces of paraphernalia," 
Victoria Star at approxi- Cunningham said. "They've 
mately6:30p.m.onDecem- Santa walks with -children taken gavels ~d ~number 
ber 9. f h. h. t I t , of small toy hons. 

Once in port Santa and rom IS s IP a as years Thanks to the enthusi-' event Photo by Dernck Lundy 
a contingent of no fewer · as tic · support from mem-
than 50 elves will visit Salt bers and business owners 
Spring Elementary School toys and loot bags. The island on both sides of the bor-
and the Greenwoods elder- marks the midway point of der, the event has grown by 
care facility before meeting the ship's two-day trip. leaps and bounds over the 
up with local Lions for their Over the years, Cunning- past half century, Cunning
annual international meet- ham said, islanders living ham said. 
ing. along the route have devel- "What started out as a 

Along the way, visitors oped a set of unique tradi- small effort by local fire 
will distribute roughly 200 tions. departments has turned into 

a major international event," 
he said. 

In recent years, the pr9,ject 
has received attention from 
media in Washington State, 
including a Bellingham 
radio station's live on-ship 
broadcast. Financial support 
and participants now come 
from as far afield as Chilli
wack and Tacoma. 

Cunningham said the 
event's popularity means 
Lions members from the 
United States and Canada 
must sign up at least eight 
months in advance if they 
want to book a spot. 

Even security concerns 
arising after the World Trade 
Centre attack and seasick
ness wrought from a bad 
sou' easter haven't prevented 
crew members and passen
gers from spreading holiday 
cheer to the islands. 

"There have been more 
than a few wild crossings 
but Santa and the elves 
always make it," Cunning
ham said. 

Join a Conversation On 
Health in Victoria 

What is it all about? 
Everyone has opinions on health care. 
The Conversation On Health is an 
unprecedented year-long opportunity 
for you to provide your views directly 
to the Province, and to discuss with 
other British Columbians how we can 
improve and renew B.C.'s public health 
care system. 

Your feedback will help set the 
direction the Province takes to 
strengthen our public health care 
system for today and tomorrow 
within the Canada Health Act. 

Why is it important? 
Our health system faces real 
challenges. Our population is 
aging and growing, and the costs 
of expanded health services, new 
treatments and new technologies 
are rapidly rising. 

These pressures are threatening the 
sustainability of our health care system 
for our kids and future generations. 

How can I participate? 
Sign up for a regional forum in 
Victoria. Simply visit the Conversation 
On Health online or call toll-free to 
request a spot. Pre-registration is 
required. To ensure a meaningful 
dialogue, participation will be limited 
at each forum and !" 

registrants will be randomly selected 
for the forum within their health 
service delivery area. 

All participants will receive an 
information package prior to the 

session. Funding is available to 
help offset the cost of travel 
within the health region. 

Together, we can keep 
improving B.C.'s health 
services and be sure they're 
there for our kids. 

To request a spot or for a list of forum locations in each of B.C.'s 16 Health Service Delivery Areas, 
call toll-free 1-866-884-2055 Monday to Friday, 8 am to 8 pm, or visit www.gov.bc.ca online. 

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

The Best Place on Earth 

Conversation 
On Health 
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Bring back the bow and arrow 
What's·On? 

seepageB16 
I'm listening to the radio 

rightnow.Reportsofattacks 
in Lebanon: rocket assaults, 
missile strikes, fighter 
planes, bombers; all the 
apparatus of war. Millions 
and millions of dollars worth 
of war machinery. Already 
dozens of real people killed 
and missing . . . it's called, 
I believe, "collateral dam
age." 

or 
CURMUIXJEON 

No more collateral damage. 
Just bruises aplenty and here 
and there a busted arm or 
leg. 

Another great thing about 
this plan is that governments, 
i.e., taxpayers, might save 
billions of dollars, would, in 
fact, avoid blowing up, burn
ing and otherwise destroying 
millions and millions of dol
lars worth of what, in effect, 
is short-lived junk as soon 
as it comes off the assembly 
line. Do the math. 

WITH RICHARD MOSES 

I've written before about 
this, always asking the ques
tion: where do all these mil
lions of dollars worth of war 
machinery come from? Cer
tainly not the Middle East. 
In Oman I was on a freighter 
docked just behind a ship 
loaded to the gunnels with 
arms and with a machine 
gun-toting hotshot up on the 
bridge to make sure we kept 
our distance. 

No, most of the stuff of 
mass murder comes from 
here: from the U.S., from 
England, perhaps even from 
our own Canada. It is manu-

factured and sold to the high
est bidder, no matter who, no 
matter where. It's business; it 
makes huge profits. 

Our media observe and 
report on the activities of 
the killers and the killed as 
if there were nothing to be 
done to stop it. On the other 
hand, when a toddler plays 
with a knife, we simply take 
it away. I have a new idea. 
Why don't we just take the 
weapons away from the ado
lescents playing with them? 

Hah! I hear you holler. Are 
you kidding? How do we 
persuade the arms makers 
to give up those millions of 
dollars in careless profit? 

Here's the idea: obvi
ously the businesses mak
ing the profits don't really 

' "t' f "t' f "t' f "d I 1 s un ... 1 s ree ... 1 s r1 ay. 

Available all over Salt Spring 
every Friday 

See no evil. 
Speak no evil. 

no evil. 

Fact: 
If you or family members are compensating for 
a loved one's hearing loss, you're not exactly 
doing them any good. Encourage - or even take 
them - for a hearing checkup, and everyone will 
see and hear an improvement in their daily lives. 

Now that's worth speaking about. • ~·· 
unitron 

hearing 

care where the money comes 
from. So, what if it came 
from governments? Already 
governments pay farmers not 
to grow wheat; why not pay 
the armourers not to pro
duce arms? The bottom line 
is sustained, the profits roll 
in, the labourer continues to 
be worthy of his hire: there 
are simply no more weapons · 
of destruction to be had. 

Israelis would once again 
have to fight with sling 
shots; the cudgel would 
stage a comeback. Oil would 
be saved by the boatload; no 
more fighter planes, no more 
bombers, no more missiles. 

I guess the question is: how 
serious is the world about 
really stopping armed con
flict? The evidence proves 
the answer: not particularly. 

Plus, the news would 
become drab indeed: "In 
Lebanon today, the clash of 
swords and shields could be 
heard for several hundred 
yards as the two armies met 
head on .... " 

N()W tJf t.ua.~ 
Sfgtl:. P1Wt 

t?prber stwp 
for appointment 

538-8585 
formerly of Studio l 03 and Bristol Cutters 

,, " .. ~1!;:.""~""" ·-~ ~ ~ ... ~~,..,~~~foii~~~~w.' ,~.~_,~e"~ 

Why are so many kids 
still waiting ... 

Last spring the BC government promised big improvements for students. 

Unfortunately, the government didn't provide the funding. 

And now teachers, school boards, and parents are reporting the problems: 

• 3,000 classes with over 30 students 

• librarians and specialist teachers cut because school 
boards didn't get funding to reduce class size 

• students with special needs still not getting the 
help and attention they need. 

Wait lists for special needs assessment are growing in many districts- and 
some children have even had their special needs designation removed. 

All students lose out when classes are too large and the special needs of 
our students aren't met. 

If BC is doing so well, 
why isn't the funding there to help these kids? 

liji•,.j;fij.ii;iTEACHERS CARE.j 
~::t•-.t 

A message from BC teachers t~tl bctf.ca 
~~ 
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Perry Ruehlen, Executive Director 
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY: 

Holiday shopping Salt Spring style 
Submitted by Perry Ruehlen, 
Executive Director, Salt Spring 
Island Chamber of Commerce 

Here are some sug
gestions on how to 
make your Christmas 
shopping experience a 
little less stressful this 
season. 

On the first day of 
Christmasmytruelove 
sent to me, a piece of 
local art. 

On the second day 
of Christmas my true 
love sent to me, two 
fabric gift bags, and a 
piece of local art. 

(Handmade fabric 
gift bags make beau
tiful, personal and 
unique gift wraps. 
They are re-usable and 
can be made entirely 
of recycled materials. 
You can also wrap gifts 
in scarves, tea towels, 
etc.) 

On the third day 
of Christmas my 
true love sent to 
me, three strings of 
LED lights, two fabric 
gift bags, and a piece 
of local art. 

(LED (Light Emit
ting Diode) holiday 
lights have operating 
lifetimes more than 
30 times longer than 
traditional miniature 
lights and use about 90 
per cent less energy.) 

Photo by Peter McCully 

On the fourth day of 
Christmas my true love 
sent to me, four tickets 
to an ArtSpring perfor
mance, three .strings of 
LED lights, two fabric 
gift bags, and a piece 
of local art 

(Think of gifts 
that don't have to be 
wrapped at all: such as 

SANTA CLAUS makes an unexpected visit to Perry Reuhlen at the Ganges 
location of the Visitor Information Centre. The Chamber will host an ap
preciation luncheon Monday, December 11 for its 46 volunteers who assist 
Perry in helping visitors and organizing Chamber activities. 

tickets to concerts or gift certificates to local 
stores.) -

...Five pieces oflocally made pottery 

... Six free range turkeys 

... Seven bars of handmade soaps 
... Eight potted flowers 
The gift of a potted flower or plant will go on 

giving all year round! For that matter, if you want 
a real Christmas tree, why not use a potted one, 
and then plant it in your yard in the spring? 

... Nine varieties oflocal cheese 

... Ten novels by local authors 

... Eleven Salt Spring Dollars 
On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love 

sent to me, twelve bottles of local spirits, eleven 
Salt Spring Dollars, ten local novels, eight pot
ted flowers, seven bars of handmade soap, six 
free range turkeys, five pieces of local pottery, 
four tickets to an ArtSpring performance, three 
strings of LED lights, two fabric gift bags, and a 
piece of local art. 

Happy Holidays and remember to shop locally! 

121 Lower Ganges Rd. 
537-4223 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Calendar 
What's Up 

November 30 
Monthly Women in Business 
Luncheon 
Cancelled due to weather 

December4 
Monthly Board Meeting 

December 5 
International Volunteer Day 

December 11 
Annual Visitor Centre 
Volunteer Appreciation 
Luncheon 
Harbour House Hotell1:45 

December 14 
Monthly Business 
Breakfast Club 
Location TEA 8:00 am 
$5 

New 
Members 

Allan Bruce & Mike Hardy 
- Creekhouse Realty 

Bank of Montreal 
Birds Eye View B&B 
Fresh Front 
Linda Matteson-Reynolds 

Photography 
Permasteel Group 
Spencer's Excavating Ltd 
Woodward Murphy & Clement 
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Opposition snowballs FC squad 
Salt Spring FC players 

remain hopeful they can 
salvage what's left of their 
2006-07 season despite suf
fering a 7-1 defeat to the 
second-place Gordon Head 
Titans at Portlock Park on 
Saturday afternoon. 

"It was a bad game alto
gether," said team spokes
person and player Jordon 
Morrison. "They just kept 
scoring and scoring.' 

FC's Jeremy Morrison 
received a red card early in 
the game, but the team man
aged to come out of the first 
half down by only a single 
goal. 

By continuing their unre
lenting assault, the Titans 
eventually wore down the 
hometown favourites and 
scored six second-half 
goals. 

A late goal scored on a 
25-yard free kick by Dave 
McColl wiped out the 
Titans' hopes of a shutout 
and prevented a full-fledged 
blowout. 

"We left our keeper out 
to dry," said Jordon Mor
rison. "He didn't have many 
chances." 

The defeat leaves FC 
in eighth position in the 
Vancouver Island Soccer 
League's first division with 
seven points and a record of 
2-9-1. 

The match marked the first 
time FC players used the 2-
3-5 formation. According to 
Morrison, the early red card 
forced them into a 2-3-4 and 
everything went downhill 
from there. 

"The new formation 
seemed to work well for the 
first five or six minutes," he 
said. "Everything seemed to 
fall apart after the red card." 

Morrison said the team's 
troubles stemmed mainly 
from the early ejection rather 
than the new style of play or 

CATCHING AIR: Two players go for the ball in FC soccer action against Gordon 
Head at Portlock Park last Saturday. Photo by John Cameron 

the foul weather conditions. 
He said the referee's deci

sion to eject the FC player 
after a questionable tackle 
just goes to show how incon
sistent officials have been 
this season. 

"One week it could be 
red, the next it'll be yellow," 

he said. 
As rain turned to sleet 

and sleet became snow, even 
the weather failed to make 
things any easier for FC. 

As FC players regroup 
for their next match against 
Sooke Celtic, slated for 2:15 
p.m. on Saturday afternoon 

at Portlock Park, Morrison 
said the team is ready to pick 
up the pieces but also open 
to other options. 

"I hope it's cancelled so
we can take a break," he 
said. "We have a lot of miss
ing players and could use the 
time" 

Senior girls give their all in wild-card playoff 
The Gulf Islands Second

ary School (GISS) senior 
girls volleyball squad served 
up what would prove their 
last spike of the season at 
a wild-card tournament in 
Surrey over the weekend. 

"All matches were basi
cally a handful of points 
apart, so it was a really close 
tournament," said coach 
John Bergsma. "No team 
was really better than any 
other or really worse than 
any other. It was the small 

mistakes that made the dif
ference." 

GISS players were up 
against some tough com
petition as the tournament 
brought together teams from 
Revelstoke , Surrey and 
North Vancouver, all vying 
for the final available spot 
in proyincial championships 
held later this week. 

The Scorpions failed to 
score a single victory dur
ing round-robin play, finish
ing with a 0-3 tournament 

record. 
"All the games could have 

gone either way," he said. "I 
guess you could say we gave 
everybody a pretty good 
scare. The girls had a good 
run throughout." 

Bergsma said each player 
put forward their best effort 
and the team deserves to 
stand proud in spite of the 
result. 

This weekend's loss marks 
the second consecutive year 
the senior girls team missed 

the provincial finals by only 
one position. 

Adding to the team's disap
pointment is the prospect of 
having to start from scratch 
with a new roster next year, 
Bergsma added. 

"This is a graduation year 
and many of the players will 
be moving on," he said, add
ing 13 of the team's 15 play
ers will leave the team. "As it 
is, next year remains uncer
tain. We're basically going to 
have a whole new team." 

~u•r-coast 

MATERIALS 
will be off loading the gravel barge 
Wednesday, November 29, 2006 

SORRY FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE THIS MAY CAUSE 

(Sports Schedule) 
MEN'S SOCCER 

Salt Spring Div. 1 FC vs. 
Sooke Celtic 

Saturday, Dec. 2 • 2:15 p.m. 
Portlock Park 

Salt Spring Old Boys vs. 
Prospect Lake Lakers 

Sunday, Dec. 3 •10:15 a.m. 
GISS 

tt} 

WEATHER AND FIELD CONDITIONS PERMITTING! 

All events subject to change 

MT. WASHINGTON IS OPEN!!'! 
Free day lift ticket with 

the purchase of any 
Rossignol Snowboard 

GEAR UP!! 
Boards, boots, bindings, bags, 
goggles, helmets, accessories 

Jackets, pants, base layers, 
toques, socks, gloves, more! 

MT. WASHINGTON LIFT TICKETS FOR SALE. 

CROSSING TIME: 35 MINS 
CHECK WWW.BCFERRIES.CA FOR LATEST SCHEDULES 

IN EFFECT SEPT. 24, 2006 TO JUNE 26, 2007 

Depart Fulford Harbour I Depart Swartz Bay 

6: 15 am exc~l Dec b, Jan 1 
7:50am exce~l~un 
9:50am 

11:50 am 
1:50pm 
3:50pm 
5:50pm 
7:50pm 

7:00am exc~l~un&Oe:13)an l 
9:00am 

11:00 am 
1:00pm 
3:00pm 
5:00pm 
7:00pm 
9:00pm 

On Dec. 25 & Jan 1 only, service begins with a 7:50 am departure 

The Right Part for YourHonda .. .ls From Honda 
DISCOVERY 

Honda 
Just North of Duncan on the Island Highway 

1-800-673-9276 
Monday - Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am - 4:30pm 

www.discoveryhonda.com 

2003 Civic Air Filter 

2003 Civic Cabin Air Filter 

2003 Civic Oil Filter 

Other Retailers Discovery Honda 
$26.65 - $30.39 $21.98 
$42.67 - $84.42 $34.96 
$8.99 - $13.49 $8.18 
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Dreaming of a GREEN Cbristalas? 
SbopECO! 

HaC 
HEMP a COMPANY 

MERCHANTS: FAX THIS ENTRY TO THE DRIFTWOOD 

Business: _________________ _ 

Contact Name: -----------------------------------------
Contact Phone Number: ----------------------------------
Business address to be judged: __________ _ 

FAX to The Driftwood 537-2613 by Thursday Nov. 30, noon. 

KARATE MASTERS: Nick Honour and Sam Besley showed off the results of 
their hard work as members of the Salt Spring Karate Club participated in team 
katas at a November 20 event. The club now has five black belts, who gave inspi
rational demonstrations in advance katas and weapons to 35 club members at 
the same time. Photo contributed 

November date offers 
no easy bridge hands 
By JILL EVANS 
Driftwood Contributor 

We've probably all heard 
that verse by Thomas Hood 
which ends" . .. No fruit, no 
flowers, no leaves, no birds! 
-No-vember!" 

Well, there were no easy 
hands to bid or play on 
November 13. 

It was an ominous date 
too, so lots of partnerships 
went down lots, and those 
who avoided such disasters 
emerged victorious. 

It was apparently a no
brainer for Bob Morrisette 
and Ron Hall who came first, 
and there were no flies on 
Boodie Arnott and Glen
da Kaiser, just one point 
behind. 

BRIDGE 
TRICKS 

No problem either for 
Patricia Hewett and Jean 
Elder, only one point short 
in third place, leaving the 
rest pondering unlucky 
numbers. 

On November 20 there 
was supposedly a new moon 
but there was no evidence of 
it through the clouds. 

It was the day after the 
Grey Cup victory for B.C. 
and the winners at duplicate 
bridge were George and Flo 
Laundry, but - no cup for 
them unless there was one at 

home containing Earl Grey 
tea. 

Bob Morrisette and wel
come newcomer Sandy 
Thompson (no novice) were 
second. 

Repeating their previous 
week's placement in third 
were Patricia Hewett and 
Jean Elder. 

For the rest, it would not 
be accurate to say there was 
" ... No warmth, no cheer
fulness, no healthful ease . 
. . ." because, win or lose, a 
good time was had by all. 

Would you like to join the 
fun? 

Please call George Laun
dry at 653-9095 or e-mail 
pastorale@saltspring.com. 

TUESDAYS ARE 1 0°/o OFF DAYS 
UNIVERSITY WOMEN'S 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON & AUCTION 
Sat., Dec. 2, 11:30 a.m. 

(some restrictions apply) 

MONDAYS ARE DOUBLE COUPON VALUE DAYS 

Harbour House Hotel 
$20 -- call 537-4581 

Fundraiser to support education of overseas girls 

GANGES 

VJLLAGE MARKET 
"100% Island Owned and Operated" 

Do you want a truly clean burning home heating oil? 

EXCLUSIVELY FROM 

COLUMBidt FUELS 
AN ISLAND COMPANY 

The choice is simple 
Columbia Fuels is proud to introduce BioHeat™ to the Gulf Islands- our new 
fuel blend of ultra low sulphur heating oil and North American grown biofuel 
that burns as clean as natural gas, but is much safer for your home, and best 
of all, with one simple phone call you can start using it at no addjfjonal cost. 

If you would like to contact us, you can 
call our BioHeatTM team directly at 

1-877-500-4810 (4246) 

or register online at 
www.b;oheat.ca 
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Jumping to her own beat 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Driftwood Staff 

A Salt Spring Island rider 
is keeping pace with the 
world's best equestrians in 
her quest to compete in the 
2008 Beijing Olympics. 

At 24 years old, Indiana 
Fedoriuk has spent the past 
four years in England where 
she trains and competes in 
three-day eventing, a presti
gious and demanding event 
often referred to as the tri
athlon of the equestrian 
world. 

''This is the only 
event where you 

can perform a 
little bit of 

everything and 
the end result is 
very rewarding." 

-Indiana 
Fedoriuk 

"It's definitely a big game 
over there," she said in an 
interview while on a visit 
back to Canada last week. 
"It's like competing .on an 
entirely different level 
because the sport has been 
around for so long." 

Eventing comprises three 
components: dressage, 
cross-country racing and 
show jumping. 

For Fedoriuk, three-day 
eventing remains captivating 
since it gives her a chance 
to appreciate the full range 
of everything the equestrian 
world has to offer. 

From the attention to detail 
and discipline of dressage to 
cross country's hair-raising 
four-foot jumps across water 
hazards and over hedges 
in the cross, Fedoriuk said, 
eventing allows her to per-

,~B!Jiner's 
,,~ueady 

Meals you would make .. 
if you had the time! 

Check our website 
for our 

weekly menus or our 
selection at Jana's Bake Shop 

Christine Godlonton 
537·0867 

www. d i nnersrea dyonsa ltspri ng. com 

form a variety of skills. 
"This is the only event 

where you can perform a 
little bit of everything and 
the end result is very reward
ing," she said. 

Though eventing first 
appeared as an Olympic 
sport in 1912, women were 
not permitted to compete 
until1964. 

Today, equestrian events 
are the only Olympic sports 
in which men and women 
compete together. 

additional help. 
Government funding, if it 

exists at all, she said, tends 
to come up short for interna
tional competitors looking to 
move up the ranks. 

"For so many young riders 
the financial reasons prove 
so difficult," she said. 

"Unless you can pay your 
way to do it full time, rid-

. ers have a very hard time. 
Many girls want to get to the 
Olympics, but getting there 
is a different matter." 

After years spent training 
on Salt Spring with noted 
instructor Angela Tucker, 
Fedoriuk decided to turn 
things up a notch and took to 
the international stage. 

With well over 300 event
ing events held within a 
two-hour drive of her home, 
Fedoriuk said, the move 
across the Atlantic was the 
only way to make any prog
ress. 

For more information 
on three-day eventing and 
Indiana Fedoriuk's Olympic 
quest, follow her on the web 
at www.britisheventing.com 
or contact her by e-mail at 
indiana_fedoriuk@hotmail. 
co.uk 

UP AND AWAY: Indiana Fedoriuk makes the jump as she trains for her run at 
the Beijing Olympics in 2008 in three-day eventing. Photo contributed 

Competing in anywhere 
from 15 to 20 events each 
year on three or four differ
ent horses gives her access 
to year-round training and 
events alongside other racers 
from around the globe. 

Eventing competitions 
such as those held each year 
at Badminton and Burghley 
can attract -upwards of 
250,000 spectators. 

More publicity, television 
coverage and a deep-rooted 
seat in English history mean 
major corporate and indi
vidual sponsors are also in 
greater supply. 

Human Will 

HELLY HANSEN 
MEN'S & LADIES 
DOWN VESTS 
& JACKETS 

Thursday Nov. 30 to 
Saturday Dec. 2 

And with yearly costs aver
aging upwards of $10,000, 
having a number of sponsors 
is definitely an added bonus. 

Though Fedoriuk has the 
committed support from a 
small group of sponsors, she 
remains on the lookout for 

Grace Point Sq. 537-8999 

Helly Hansen is the Protective and Enabling Layer 
between Human Will & Nature's Forces 

" ISLAND SAVINGS 

>>"Safe bet. 
Boasting some of the world's most advanced automotive safeguards, the $mart fortwo features the tridl.on safety <::ell and a 
sophisticated crash manageme11t system that includes. £ront a.nd side air bags, ele<;tronic stal:lilit.y program (esp~J and .1\aS, 
The result is a car that not only gets you wherever you )leed. to be, but one that does so without gambling with your safety. 

»smart fortwo coupe or cabriolet cili, starting from $16,700.* 

Three Point Motors Victoria Ltd. 
2546 Government Street, Victoria, BC (250) 385-6737 

www.threepointmotors.com • email: threepoint@threepointmotors.com 

Three Point Motors Nanaimo Ltd. 
303Termlnal Ave., Nanaimo, BC (250) 753-1444 

www.threepointnanaimo.com • email: tpmna@threepointmotors.com 

thesmart.ca 
.~· 

c~smart 
open your mind. 

Engine.e.red to protect: 

the tridion safety cell. 

-.!. 
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YOKO STILL 
NEEDS A HOME 

She is a young healthy 
Turkish Angora cat. 
She is affectionate & 
enjoys laps but needs 
to be the only cat 
in the house. Other 
cats agitate Yoko, so 

December outings maintained 
by island's trail and nature club 

you can image how she is at the shelter. She is 
frustrated & miserable. Please come meet this 
gorgeous gal today. 

537-2123 

~ GULFISLANDS 
~SEPTIC LTD. RON' 

"Islanders serving Islanders" 

• Septic tank pump-outs 
• Electronic tank-locating 

•Inspections, repairs 
• Emergency service 

WE WELCOME VISA • MASTERCARD 
• AMERICAN EXPRESS 

PH: 653·4013 
292 ARMAND WAY, 

SALT SPRING ISLAND, B.C., VBK 286 

& Finishing Carpentry 
20 yrs. on SaltSpring 

537-9847 

Prices Effective NOV.29·DEC. 5, 2006 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES 

SIDNEY 

The Christmas Luncheon lands.com/lthompson/ you 
will be held at the Legion on will find more_ details on our 
December 12 at noon. activities. 

Doors will be open at For 2007, scheduled activ-
11:30 a.m. ities will start again on Janu-

Get your tickets ($1 7) ary 9. 
before December 6 from Following is the Decem-
your coordinators or from ber schedule: 
Saltspring Soapworks. IDKERS 

Pre-luncheon walks will DECEMBER 5: Lynn 
be organized to wet the Thompson will lead a new 
appetite. moderate hike from Crofton 

The AGM will be on Janu- to the Lenora/Mount Sicker 
ary 25, 2007 at the Legion. Railway and Mount Rich-

The annual fees for the ards. 
2006/07 season are still due We will walk on the ferry, 
($17 /person/year, but $20 so meet at Portlock Park to 
after 31 December). carpool to Vesuvius at 8:30 

Please leave your cheque or join at the ferry. 
at the Cobbler's Box or pres- DECEMBER 12: Kees 
ent it to our membership sec- Visser will lead a short mod-
retary Barry Spence (537- erate hike on the slopes of 
2332). Mount Maxwell from Sey-

At htm://saltspring.gylfis- mour Heights to a number of 

3199 
TETLEY TEA KRAFT 

Tzatziki 1 39 Pepper Jack 20% Herbal 2o-24's 2.18 Marmalade 
Dip per 100g .................. ~..... 1 Cheese Random cut...... . ~~e~kout Orange Pekoe 144's 5. 45 soomL 2129 

viewpoints. an easy urban walk. Meet 
Meet to carpool at Art- at the Legion parking lot at 

Spring at 9:45 or join at 10 a.m. 
Dukes Road/Fulford-Gan- RAMBLERS 
ges Road junction at 10 a.m. DECEMBER 5: Kay and 
We will finish at 11 :30 at the John Mowbray will lead a 
latest to be on time for the ramble around a south end 
luncheon. farm. Meet at Centennial 

WALKERS Park at 10 a.m. or join at 
DECEMBER 5: Nieke Beaver Point Hall at 10:20. 

Visser will lead us on a mod- DECEMBER 12: We will 
erate walk through the paths meet at the Legion parking 
in 80 acres above Mereside lot at 10:30 a.m. for a ramble 
Road. around to be back for the 

Meet at Art Spring at 10 luncheon at 11:30. 
a.m. or at "the old quarry" NEW MEMBERS 
at the bottom of Mereside Interested in joining us? 
Road at 10:15. Contact Barry Spence, who 

Don't forget lunch and handles membership duties, 
a pair of clippers for a few at 537-2332 or group presi-
minutes of trail clean up. dent Ron Hall at 538-0046, 

DECEMBER 12: Nancy or come on Tuesdays to the 
Holcroft will prepare you for meeting point for the activity 
your Christmas lunch with you are interested in. 

FRESH BREADED FRESH 

~:~~ets s.25kg .............. 2~381b ~~~:n~7okg .......................... 1~68~b 

Organic 
12·Grain 680g 

FRESH BREAD 

173 
OROWEAT 

215100 Extra Crisp 1 99 
English Muffins s·s 1 

.... EMPEROR CHINESE T LEMONS T ALL SEASON JUMBO T CALIFORNIA T B.C. GROWN T LARGE GREEN ~ 
MANDARINS WHITE MUSHROOMS HEAD LETTUCE RUSSET POTATOES PEPPERS 

~ 51bbox 4.29 ~ 3'89¢ ..........._ 5.49kg2.491b ..........._ ea 79¢ ~ 101bbag 2.29 ..........._ 1.96kg .88¢1b ~ 

KRAFT 
Mayonnaise 
950ml... .... .. .... ... 3.98 

DAIRY 

SEGEL 
Soft 

........ .... ........... 83 ~~~.~.~-~~.~~ 4.19 
~~~~NPie 2oo9 ... .......... .... ..... .. ........... ....... ...... . 89 Highli~;;Rs~l~ ~~a:~~~~.~ .. ~~~.~~~···· · · 4. 99 

0
Kra,ft FShredCdhed Cheese 4009 .. .... ........ . 

5
5· 

9
9

9
9 Ch~eK;~Portions 1109 .. .. .......... .. ........ 3. 29 

MCCAIN 1 39 COUNTRY CREAM 5 99 0 0 eta eese 400g.... ................ ........ • 2% OR FAT FREE 2 97 Hash Browns 1kg .............. .. ................ .. • Ice Cream 1.89L...................... .. ......... .... .. • Nail Chi 22sg ............. ... .. .. ............. 1.99 Island Farms .............. • 
ROBIN HOOD OLD DUTCH 

MCVITIES ~ 

*Digestives 
*Hobnobs · 

1L 
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X -country runners brave the elements 
April Goebl and Lowell Rackliffe 

endured near freezing conditions at the 
Gunner Shaw Cross Country Race at 
Thetis Lake last weekend. 

and the last 100 metres was run through warm-up prior to the Canadian Cross 
the frigid waters ofThetis Lake. Country Championships in Vancouver 

Salt Spring Grade 12 student Rock- on December 2. 

Race organizers proudly advertise 
the event as a "10-kilometre race with 
many tough hills, roots, rocks, stumps, 
puddles, branches, boulders - no 
whining." 

liffe finished first out of 16 runners in Goebl was a sprinter and high jumper 
his age category and 15th out of 369 with the former Salt Spring Track and 
participants in the race. Field Club and is currently attending 

"Lowell could be heard yelping and UVic. She finished 21st out of31 runners 
howling at the beginning of the race in her age category and 279th overall. 
- obviously a race perfectly suited to Photos of the Gunner Shaw race can 

In fact, said spectator Jim Proctor, 
some of the puddles were waist deep 

his character," joked Procter. be viewed at the Harriers Running Club 
The event marked Rackliffe's last website at http://pih.bc.ca. 

U12 soccer girls play 
to tnystery 3-2 finish 

Salt Spring's U12 girls had 
a day out in Victoria after 
three weeks of soccer frus
trated by the weather. 

The island squad charged 
into the opposition, time and 
again coming within a whis
ker of taking the lead through 
shots by Olivia Kornelsen 
and Brenna Mcintyre. 

Zorah Wiltzen was buzz
ing around like a bee as the 
girls had 70 per cent posses
sion and kept the pressure on 
Prospect Lake. So how come 
at half time Salt Spring was 
down by 1-0? Life can be 
cruel! · 

Hailey Brown had a great 
shot saved as the second half 
got underway, but soon Pros
pect Lake was up 2-0 after 

SOCCER 
KICKS 

another breakaway goal. 
Salt Spring sent in wave 

after wave of attack and was 
at last rewarded when Becky 
Steel scored after a great run 
by Jasmine Cooper. Now this 
was turning into a thriller 
rather than a mystery! 

Prospect Lake scored again 
- 3-1. Becky Steel ran half 
the length_ of the field, past 
three defenders and shot into 
the corner of the net - 3-2! 
But before there could be 
any more twists to the plot 
the referee blew for time. A 
great game! 

Dragons face forfeit 
and season frustration 

The Salt Spring Island Dragons soccer team may be forced 
to forfeit up to four games after yet another of its matches 
was postponed due to the weekend's foul weather. 

"At this point we haven't played a game in over a month," 
said team manager and player Joanne O'Connor. "We're hop
ing to get on the field sometime soon." 

O'Connor said the team had to cancel three home games 
earlier this season after visiting teams failed to turn up due to 
scheduling conflicts. 

League officials had initially scheduled the missed games 
to be made up at the end of the year. 

"We have a pretty busy schedule with cup games and don't 
have the time to fit them in," she said. " It seems we may have 
to forfeit." 

Despite the cancellations, the Dragons have had one of 
their best seasons in the Lower Island Women's Soccer 
Association's third division. The team's next match is sched
u1ed for 3 p.m. Sunday afternoon at Salt Spring's lower high 
school field. 

ESCAPE WATER TORTURE. 
CALL US. 

~· 
~ 

s• CONTINUOUS GUTTERS 
SOFFITS • GUTTER GUARDS 

250.537.1501 

Pick it up 
every Friday 

Specializing in 
women's groups and 

sandplay therapy 

537-7476 
roni@saltspringwireless.com 

SALT SPRING WOODWORKS 
125 Churchill 537-9606 Open Thurs- Mon 

FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS IN WOOD 

w ... 

HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATES 

Ganges Massage Therapy 
Relexology • Reiki • Hot Stones 

Stewart Katz, R.M.T., Julie Howard 
537-9433 

Maxine Olynyck 653-9489 

1 · 128 HEREFORD STREET 
• }'·-~~--·"-~ ~ - · --- ~--~----'( \11\ 

Tracy Stibbards 
sales representative 

250·537 ·9933 
tstibbards@gulfislands.net 

Computerized Bookkeeping 

Software Support & Training 
Custom Database Software 
Development 

Have a special need that packaged 
software won't handle? 

f.:...,c,.,..· >.,..·c~:.""'.£""':;;•~=·?;.""'·!~"""5>;;..,_ ",...,,,.,..,.x.,., .,.,.,..,., 

Gary Maclellan 537-0611 
Maclellan.Associates@yahoo.ca 

/11/ufo©)-Jvcl 

~ 

The new 2007 Forester Columbia Edition is loaded with $1500 in added value that you don't pay for. 
It comes with a power moon roof with sunshade, heated seats. 16' aluminum alloy 12-spoke wheels. and 
more. This includes a $500 voucher for Columbia Sportswear redeemable at Sport Chek and Sports Experts. 
So if you want to head into the mountains with mountains of free stuff, get your Columbia Edition today. 

BC is Suban 0(4293). 

.J" 
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ACCORD COUPEORSEOANSE 
In Coupe or Sedan, be handsomely rewarded. Not only do 
these stylish Accords deliver performance and luxury, they 
also offer phenomenal value. • Power Moonroof • A/C with 
Air Filtration •16" Alloy Wheels • 6-Disc In-Dash CD Changer 
with Illuminated Steering Wheel-Mounted Controls • Remote 
Entry System ... and more. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
~,,,,,. . 
www.bchonda . com 

LEASE FOR LEASE APR 

$298~3.9% 
PER MONTH Rl<l48 MONTHS ON APPf«MDCREOIT\\ffil $3,791 OOWN. 

FREIGHT & POE rm:WOEO. TAXES EXTRA. 
SO SECURITY DEPOSIT /S27,810 MSRP" 

CIVIC COUPE OR SEDAN DX-G 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

FIT ox 
The latest development in driving fun. With seating for 
5, Fit handles loads of fun with handy fold-flat seats, 
awesome fuel efficiency, an audio jack for your MP3 player 
and more! • 60/40 Split 2nd Row Magic Seat'" • Driver & 
Passenger Front & Side Airbags (SRS) and Side Curtain 
Airbags • Power Windows ... and more. 

LEASE FOR LEASE APR 

$188~5.9% 
PERMONTHIOR60MONTHSONAPPf«MDCREOITWITli$l,m OOWNON 

AflPR<NEO CREDIT. FREIGHT & POE INQUD£0. TAXES EXTRA. 
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT /$16,205 MSRP' 

LEASEFOR LEASE APR 

Canada's best selling car. Years of award-winning engineering 
in one incredibly exciting package •1.8L 140hp SOHUVTE<:® 
Engine • Driver & Passenger Front & Side Airbags (SRS) and 
Side Curtain Airbags • Power Windows & Door Mirrors • Air 
Conditioning with AirRltration • Programmable Automatic 
Door Locks with Remote Entry ... and more. 

$218~4.9% 
PER MONTH fOR 48 MONTHS ON APPf«MDCREOIT\\1TH $3.287 (SEOAH) / $3-'36 (COUP!) 

OONN. FR£1GHT& POE I~WDED. TAXES EXTRA. 
SO SECURITY DEPOSIT 

S20,405 MSRP'(SEDAN) / S20,65_5 MSRP'(COUPE) 

DISCOVERY HONDA - VANCOUVER ISLAND•S LARGEST HONDA DEALER! 
TOLL FREE 1·800-673-9276 

Trans Canada Hwy, Duncan - across from the Forest Museum 
HONDA 

Lease and finance offers are from Honda Canada Finance Inc., on approved credit. Based on a 2007 Fit DX, model GD3727E I Civic Coupe DX·G, model FG1137E /2007 Civic Sedan DX-G, model FA1537EX /2007 Accord Coupe SE, model CM7167J I 2007 Accord Sedan SE, model CM5577J. Lease for 
60 I 48 I 48 I 48 I 48 months at $188.00 I $218.00 I $218.00 I $298.00 I $298.00 per month plus applicable taxes with 120,000 km I 96,000 I 96,000 I 96,000 I 96,000 km allowance (12¢/km exceeding allowance). $2,748.65 I $3,436.36 I $3,287.10 I $3,791.49 I $3,791.49 down payment or 
equivalent trade acceptable to dealer. Initiation payment of $3,318.42/ $4,129.43/$3,960.77 I $4,621.12/$4,621.12 includes down payment, first monthly payment, security depos~ of $0, freight and P.D.E. and taxes. Total freight and P.D.E. is $1,225.00 I $1,225.00 I $1,225.00 I $1,310.00/$1,310.00. 
Total lease obligation is $15,852.37 1$15,707.41 1$15,538.74/$20,447.901$20,447.90. Taxes, license and insurance are extra. Option to purchase at lease end for $5,093.20 I $9,520.70 I $9,398.20 I $12,720.00 I $12,720.00 plus taxes. Rt I Civic I Accord leases calculated with interest rate of 
5.9%/4.9% /4.9% /3.9%/3.9%. 4.9% purchase financing is available on 2007 Rts for up to 60 months /3.9% on 2007 Civics for up to 36 months (except Si and Hybrid) /3.9% on 2007 Accords for up to 60 months. Representative finance example based on· a 2007 Rt DX, model GD3727E /2007 
Civic Sedan DX-G, model FA1537EX: $16,205.00 I $20,405.00 ~t 4.9%/3.9% per annum equals $305.07 I $601.53 per month based on a 60-month /36-month term. C.O.B. is $2,098.96/$1,250.07 for a total obligation of $18,303.96/$21,655.07. t.Gas card offers vary by model. $125.00 I $500.00 
I $750.00 gas card is available on 2007 Rt I 2007 Civic (except Si and Hybrid) I 2007 Accord. Offers valid on new 2007 models from November 1st, 2006 through November 30th, 2006 at participating dealers only. See participating dealer for details. Offers subject to change by manufacturer at any 
time. May not be combined with any other promotion. *MSRP includes freight and P.D.E. of $1,225.00 I $1,225.00 I $1,225.00 I $1,310.00 I $1,310.00. Capitalized fees and taxes extra. Dealer may sell/lease for less. 

DISCOVERY 
Honda 


