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Weather
Rain is in the fore-
cast for today 
(Wednesday), but the 
sun is expected to 
shine for the rest of 
the week — even as 
temperatures drop. 
Highs to 5 C (today); 
overnight lows to -6 C 
(Saturday).
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Soccer 
player eyes 
Europe
Keeper Braden 
Dragomir hopes to 
take his soccer skills 
overseas. Page A26

• Thrifty Foods
• Ganges 

Pharmasave
• Remax Realty

• Ganges Village 
Market

• The Vitamin Shop
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BUDGET CAR SALES VICTORIA

Car and Truck Sales

OVER 100 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM
• No payments for 6 months  •  30 day money back guarantee

• No money down  •  0% interest for one year

2224 Douglas St., Victoria 1-866-955-5353
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Gulf Islands

Be Safe. Be Seen. Page A32 Great Kids of the Gulf Islands Page B1

SNOW CASTLE: Last weekend’s snowfall may have created havoc for homeowners across the island, but 
it didn’t cause trouble for everyone. Here, Trevor Clemente and Ryland Shields hang out in an igloo made by 
Jim and Leah Shields at their north end home. Photo by Derrick Lundy

Heros
shine
in the
snow
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
and GAIL SJUBERG
Staff Writers

Islanders were left freez-
ing in the dark during a bliz-
zard that ravaged Salt Spring 
this week. But the storm 
shone a light on community 
spirit in countless tales of 
assistance.

“This is a time when 
people pull together,” said 
Mount Maxwell resident 
John Gossett.

He heard approximately 
50 calls over the weekend 
from islanders calling for 
help because his telephone 
has the same number as the 
old B.C. Hydro hot line.

“We field calls and refer 
them to the new B.C. Hydro 
phone number,” Gossett 
said.

He hasn’t bothered to 
change his number, even 
with the inconvenience.

“People want to talk to 
someone on the island and 
they’re not. They’re talking 
to a 1-800 number some-
where. It’s probably in India 
or something.”

Gossett even took it upon 
himself to help one elderly 
couple when he heard their 
story.

“They left a desperate 
message that they’re old and 
they don’t have any power 
and they’re running out of 
propane.”

Gossett went to deliv-
er propane but found he’d 
brought the wrong type.

“They appreciated seeing 
someone coming up their 
driveway — knowing they 
weren’t alone in it.”

Some 10,250 residences, 
services and businesses in the 
southern Gulf Islands (6,800 
on Salt Spring) lost power 
at various points, essentially 
everyone in the area, said Ted 
Olynyk, B.C. Hydro com-
munity relations manager for 
the Vancouver Island region.

Emergency centre activated

Tsunami relief events set to carry on

By SUSAN LUNDY
Staff Writer

An elderly man rescued 
from his freezing cold home 
Monday was shaking so 
badly he couldn’t tie his own 
shoes.

“We found him lying on 
his bed under about eight 
blankets, just shivering,” says 
Per Svendsen, one of dozens 
of volunteers helping people 
affected by the weather. “It 
was colder inside his house 
than out.”

Like hundreds of other 
islanders, the Vesuvius Bay 
man had been without power 

for three days. Rescuers said 
there was no evidence he 
had eaten recently, and he 
had fallen and was “limping 
badly.”

But a call to a friend 
secured him a spot for the 
night Monday, and “he’s nice 
and warm and taken care of 
now,” Svendsen said.

The man was just one of 
numerous people helped 
through the Emergency 
Operations Centre (EOC), 
activated by the Provincial 
Emergency Program (PEP), 
and running on Salt Spring 
since Saturday night.

“Our aim has been to meet 
people’s needs by keeping 
them in their homes,” noted 
Chuck Hamilton, EOC coor-
dinator. 

To this end, an army of 
volunteers — headed up by 
search and rescue personnel 
— spent several days driving 
four-by-fours and, in some 
cases, hiking into homes all 
over the island with items 
such as food, prescription 
medicine and fuel for gen-
erators. In one case, volun-
teers delivered oxygen to an 
elderly man who was run-
ning out.

“We’re encouraging peo-
ple to check on their neigh-
bours,” Hamilton said. “I 
have no doubt there’s people 
out there who don’t have 
community members, fam-
ily or neighbours checking 
on them, or who are fiercely 
independent — and we’ll 
never hear about them.

“I don’t think it’s melodra-
matic to say people could die 
out there.”

Salt Spring firefighters were 
also working around the clock, 
with several even sleeping in 
the Ganges fire hall. 

EMERGENCY CENTRE A3

POWER OUTAGES A2

Bad weather wreaked havoc on 
some tsunami relief fundraising plans, 
but other events are moving ahead as 
planned. 

Blue Horse Folk Art Gallery had to 
postpone a multi-artist fundraising sale 
set for Sunday, but a new date of Janu-
ary 23 — also a Sunday — has been set.

A Salt Spring emergency services boot 
drive fundraiser was also cancelled.

However, the January 13-18 Island 
Artists for Tsunami Victims event is 
ready for unveiling in the Bateman gal-
lery at ArtSpring.

Key organizer Nicola Wheston said 
artist and community support for the 

all-original art sale has been fantastic. 
“Thank-you guys, you have been 

amazing,” she said Tuesday.
Relief fundraising has been tak-

ing place throughout the island, from 
school kids collecting funds to the Sea 
Gypsies Relief Fund at Island Savings, 

TSUNAMI RELIEF A2
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T he Local

Gasoline Alley  537-9463

The Local Liquor Store 
Gasoline Alley   537-9463
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“We appreciate people’s 
patience. We realize it’s a 
frustrating situation to not 
have power for an extend-
ed period,” Olynyk said. 
And thousands of shiver-
ing islanders, who received 
54 centimetres (21 inches) 
of snow or more starting 
Thursday, went days without 
power.

“Our crews are work-
ing very hard. It’s a major 
incident for us and Mother 
Nature is letting us know 
who is in charge.”

The hardest hit areas on 
Salt Spring were Sunset 
Drive, Southey Point Road, 
Beaver Point, Isabella Point 
and the Musgrave area.

“The Musgrave area they 
are saying is quite bad and 
unfortunately it might be a 
couple more days before they 
can attend to that because of 
the extensive damage in the 
area,” said Olynyk.

As of Tuesday some 175 
households at Musgrave, 
Mount Tuam and other iso-
lated areas still didn’t have 
power, Olynyk said.

“What we’re f ighting 

against now is the volume of 
outages.”

There may be other out-
ages that B.C. Hydro is 
unaware of, he said.

“If people don’t call into 
the 1-888-POWER ON line, 
we don’t know about it.”

B.C. Hydro estimates 
some 75,000 - 100,000 cus-
tomers lost power on Van-
couver Island and the Gulf 
Islands when snow blanketed 
the region. Earlier reports of 
210,000 outages on Vancou-
ver Island included multiple 
outages at the same location, 
Olynyk noted.

Nine extra crews (of three 
or four workers per crew) 
were brought from Vancou-
ver Island and the Lower 
Mainland to bolster the 
two local crews, said Bob 
Washbern, Duncan and Gulf 
Islands f ield manager for 
B.C. Hydro.

“We really appreciate their 
efforts. They are profession-
als and things like this really 
bring it out.”

Washbern hoped to restore 
power to most homes in the 
region by Wednesday.

Acland Road residents 
Steve and Trudy Lynch went 
74 hours without power dur-
ing sub-zero temperatures, 
but felt fortunate compared 
to others around them.

“We had a propane stove 
so we were still able to cook,” 
said Trudy Lynch. “But 
someone with just electric-
ity, what would they do?”

Bullock Lake farmer John 
Fulker gained a “heroic” 
reputation after he ploughed 
local roads with his tractor 
and checked in on elderly 
neighbours.

“John is probably the hero 
in our neighbourhood,” said 
Roland Cook.

“We have a neighbour up 
on Dover Place and she is in 
a wheelchair and is without 
power so John went up and 
got water to her and that sort 
of thing.”

Eunice Venables, high up 
on Armand Way, was grate-
ful for the Peterson family in 
their neighbourhood. 

“We’re on Day 5 without 
power,” she said Tuesday. “It 
went out at 2:20 on Friday,” 
said Venables. 

While the couple has a 
woodstove, they’ve had no 
water from the well and her 
husband Jack is temporarily 
disabled after having a knee 
replaced on December 20. 

Ed and Lois Peterson have 
been indispensable, she 
said. 

“I don’t know where we’d 
be without them.”

They’ve brought water, 
ploughed out the driveway 
and delivered food. 

“We have to melt snow 
for the toilets,” said Ven-
ables, adding that a poten-
tial Driftwood contest would 
be answering the question: 
“How many roasting pans of 
snow does it take to fill up 
the back of a toilet tank?”

Residents around Chan-
nel Ridge offered similar 
thanks to Bryce Chapman, 
who ploughed their roads, 
while people in the Shepherd 
Hills neighbourhood called 
the Driftwood to thank Andy 
Hickman.

“I’m the only guy up here 
with a tractor and a back-
hoe,” said Hickman.

“If there’s snow, we always 
get it up here. We’ve got two 
and a half feet with three-
foot drifts.”

He laughed about his 
assistance.

“Most of them are my 
friends and they don’t get 
helped first. There’s an order 
to this. The paying custom-
ers get helped first.”

And Hickman’s not the 
only one helping his neigh-
bours, he said.

“We’re all in the same 
boat.”

Salt Spring Fire Depart-
ment captain Jamie Holmes 
put the whole ordeal into 
perspective.

“Some people are com-
plaining they have been out 
of power for a long time, but 
I think Hydro has done an 
incredible job. If they hadn’t 
brought in those extra crews, 
people would be looking at 
more than a week before 
their power was back on.” 

Holmes was impressed by 
all the people involved in 
helping others on the island.

“It’s very impressive. 
That’s why everyone loves 
living on Salt Spring.”

POWER OUTAGES: Throughout the islands
From Page A1

with money helping the Sea 
Gypsy Village on Phuket 
Island in Thailand rebuild its 
fishing fleet. 

Islanders Tom and Deb-
bie Cairns were living in the 
area when the December 26 
tsunami hit, and have been 
helping out since. 

With other Salt Spring 
residents they initiated the 
Sea Gypsies fund.

Another fundraiser is a 
January 22 musical night at 
Fulford Hall.

“Use of the Fulford Hall 
has been donated for the 
evening of January 22,” said 
David Walker, one of the 
event’s organizers.  

“A number of local musi-
cians have donated their per-
formances, and it should be 
a wonderful night.” 

Artists confirmed to play 
are the Sundogs, Jaime RT, 
Jack and Lefty, Under The 
Sun and Donnie McDougall 
(of Guess Who fame), to 
name a few.

Use of a sound system, 
lights and the technical 
expertise required to run 
them for the night is gener-
ously being donated by Greg 
Pauker of Sculptor Systems.

Admission to the show 
will be by donation. A Red 
Cross representative will 
attend as well. 

“I still could use a hand 
with some of the details, 
which would include food 
for the event, particularly for 

the participants, some help 
with the door and setting 
up and putting away after-
wards,” said Walker. 

A Thailand Relief cabaret, 
auction and dance at Beaver 
Point Hall on Saturday, Janu-
ary 29. 

Interchill Records DJs and 
fire spinners from the Play 
Poi Studio in Vancouver are 
on the entertainment bill, 
with a goods and services 
auction also planned.

TSUNAMI RELIEF: Ongoing
From Page A1

Fulford home still hosting hummers
For Shelli Robertson in Fulford Har-

bour, one proverbial sign of spring 
never really leaves her and husband 
Don’s property.

And even through this week’s snow 
and freezing temperatures, Anna’s 
hummingbirds are still buzzing around 
her feeder.

“They’ve been here all through the 

snow,” said Robertson Tuesday.
Last week she reported having hum-

mingbirds of either the Rufus or Anna’s 
variety at different times of the year.

“Last January 21, I put out my hum-
mingbird feeder and on the 25th I had a 
hummingbird.” 

And for the past two months, her 
feeder has been regularly visited by the 

Anna’s hummingbird.
Robertson’s experience suggests 

islanders can keep feeders filled through 
the winter.

“I made sure there was fresh [sugar 
water] out here.”

A hummingbird survey conducted in 
late January of 2004 found only four of 
the birds at that time. 
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North End Fitness
Health Club
537-5217

Join North End Fitness today and receive 
75% off the Registration Fee.
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Now you can have them for lunch

People say
OUR BURGERS ARE THE BEST

BIG NEW Menus

FAST & AFFORDABLE BREAKFAST
Breaky Buns $4.00
Standard Breakfast $5.00
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New menus at the Tree House – 
both locations
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Bellavance is back...Greg that is!
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EYE ON THE ISLAND: Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) coordinator Chuck 
Hamilton, left, and volunteer Bob Fenske check the map at the centre’s base, 
located in the basement of the government building. Photo by Derrick Lundy

They responded to a phe-
nomenal 40 calls from Fri-
day through Tuesday morn-
ing — mainly to deal with 
medical emergencies and 
hazardous power lines. 

Fire department vehicles 
are better equipped to deal 
with the snow than ambu-
lances, noted f ire captain 
Jamie Holmes.

“Every time the ambu-
lance goes out we’ve been 
going out. The ambulance 
goes as far as it can and then 
we’ll grab the attendants and 
drive them into the patient 
and then drive them all out 
again,” he said.

“Knock on wood, we 
haven’t had any fire calls so 
far.”

“We’ve had to pull a few 
people out that were out of 
power for three days and 
didn’t have a woodstove or 
anything. One person hadn’t 
eaten in two days.” 

Firefighters also helped a 
pregnant woman on Caprice 
Heights get off the mountain.

Set in motion by Emer-
gency Social Services head 
Kimberly Lineger, the EOC 
was initially established in 
the Ganges firehall Saturday. 
On Sunday it moved to its 
regular location in the gov-
ernment building basement.

Creation of the EOC 
released provincial funds 
for food and other necessi-
ties, and activated the EOC 
phone line, which is listed 
on the first page of the Salt 
Spring Lions Directory. 

Normally, a caller dialling 
537-1220 gets a recorded 
message. But once the EOC 
is activated, the number rings 
through to the centre, which 
provides 24-hour contact for 
people in crisis situations.

On Monday afternoon, 
volunteer coordinator Mar-
guerite Lee, Hamilton and a 
handful of other volunteers 
were manning the centre, 
answering the phone, track-
ing weather and road condi-
tions, updating Hydro out-
ages, sending food to emer-
gency workers (who had no 
time to stop for meals), and 
organizing drivers to aid 
people all over the island.

“It’s quiet between mid-
night and 6 a.m.,” said Lee, 
noting that otherwise the 

EMERGENCY CENTRE: 24-hour contact
From Page A1

centre is non-stop busy.
A boil water advisory for 

the Fulford and North Salt 
Spring Waterworks Districts 
added work to the volunteers’ 
slates as they attempted to get 
out that information to neigh-
bourhoods that didn’t have 
access to phone and/or hydro.

“We’ve been taking calls 
from family members from 
all over concerned about rela-
tives here,” Lee said. “Those 
are the calls we’re sending 
search and rescue out on 
— they’re checking on the 
status of these people.”

The EOC also f ielded 
calls from dozens of people 
volunteering to help, and 
organized the distribution of 
food bank items from the 
Community Centre to regu-
lar clients on Tuesday.

“We’re also feeding vol-
unteers — approximately 
15 to 20 people per shift — 
who can’t go and get regular 
meals,” noted Lee. 

As well, the centre orga-
nized food for a relief centre 
established first at Ganges 
United Church and then at 
Community Gospel Chapel.

Numerous other activities 
— like organizing a driver to 
retrieve new chains for the 

two ambulances and obtain-
ing sandbags for the island 
in case flooding occurs later 
in the week — also kept vol-
unteers busy on Monday.

Although the EOC stag-
es simulated emergencies 
several times a year, a real 
situation is a useful way to 
test the system in the event 
of a larger disaster on Salt 
Spring, noted RCMP Sgt. 
Mike Giles.

“It gets all the volunteers 
out and in place.”

Both Hamilton and Lee 
were impressed with the 
way in which various island 
services worked together 
through the crisis.

And  i s l ande r s  were 
extremely grateful for the 
help, Lee added.

EOC workers were unclear 
Monday as to how many 
days the centre would be in 
operation. 

“It could be 24 hours; it 
could be 72,” said Hamil-
ton. “It all depends on the 
weather.” 

Need help? 
Islanders are encouraged to call 

the EOC at 537-1220
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Districts
warned
to boil
water
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Many islanders will still 
need to boil water for a few 
days following a massive 
power outage that disabled 
treatment systems around 
Salt Spring.

“The [boil water] advisory 
will be in force until we get 
the go ahead from the health 
department,” said North 
Salt Spring Water District 
(NSSWD) general manager 
Trevor Hutton.

NSSWD lost power at 
Maxwell Lake and crews 
were not able to get to the 
system until mid-day Sun-
day, he said.

“Although the water kept 
flowing, because it’s a grav-
ity system, there was no 
chlorine being injected.”

The Vancouver Island 
Health Authority (VIHA) 
ordered boil-water adviso-
ries for some 800 customers 
who use water from Maxwell 
Lake and another 86 custom-
ers in the Fulford Water Dis-
trict who were also affected 
by outages.

“They like two or three 
consecutive samples with a 
negative result. We’re moni-
toring the system and as 
soon as that comes through, 
they’ll lift the boil order.”

Customers in affected area 
should boil water for one 
minute before activities such 
as drinking, brushing teeth 
or washing vegetables, he 
said.

“We phoned as many as 
we could yesterday. I’m sure 
we missed some.”

NSSWD also hoped to 
notify customers through 
Salt Spring Cable and the 
Emergency Operations Cen-
tre.

The advisory could be 
lifted as soon as Thursday 
or a day or two longer, Hut-
ton said.

“Fortunately Maxwell 
Lake is a good source and 
it’s winter so the bacteria is 
not too active.”

The water supply at Saint 
Mary Lake was unaffected, 
he said.

Power outages did not 
affect water systems moni-
tored by the Capital Regional 
District (CRD) at the Fern-
wood, Highlands and Cedars 
of Tuam areas, said local 
CRD wastewater/waterworks 
operator Robert Lannan.

“We’re in pretty good 
shape,” Lannan said.

ROAD BLOCK: A hydro crew tackles the first of two trees to fall within a few 
metres of each other on Cusheon Lake Road. The first, above, toppled over late 
Friday afternoon, while the second hit mid-afternoon Sunday. Photo contributed

Blizzard slams records
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

The World Wrestling Fed-
eration could learn a few 
tricks from Gulf Islands 
weather this week.

A burly Arctic cold front 
was dragged to the coast by 
an insidious low-pressure 
Pacif ic ridge to bury Salt 
Spring and the other Gulf 
Islands with snow starting 
on Thursday night.

“That was a shoving 
match between two air mass-
es,” said Environment Can-
ada outreach worker Anne 
McCarthy.

Salt Spring was socked 
with some 54.6 centimetres 
(21.3 inches) of snow at 
sea level between Thursday 
night and Saturday, reported 
islander Robert Aston.

“The snowfall was almost 
continuous, which is unusu-
al,” said Aston, who has kept 
Gulf Islands weather records 
for 39 years.

He recorded 29.7 cm 
(11.58 ins) of snow on Sat-
urday and another 24.9 cm 
(9.71 ins) on Sunday.

“Forty years ago there was 
a 35.5-inch snowfall (90.17 
cm) [starting on Decem-
ber 15, 1964] which was 
a record. We busted that 
in 1996, absolutely totally, 
and this is the biggest since 
then,” Aston said.

Informal reports from 
callers to the Driftwood at 
higher elevations even sug-
gested 75 to 90 cms (29 to 35 
ins) of flakes hit the mat over 
the weekend.

“Normally, our weather 
pattern features storms and 
winds coming in from the 
west. The west may be cold 
but it’s warm in relation to 
Fort Nelson,” said McCar-
thy.

Usually masses of cold air 
from the north trickle out to 
the coast without incident 
due to prevailing on-shore 
winds, she said.

“But if you put a low pres-
sure to the west of Vancou-
ver Island and you’ve got a 
high in the Interior, you’ve 
got the equivalent of a vacu-
um cleaner off-shore. It just 
sucks it out.”

Coastal topography fun-
nelled high winds south 
west through Howe Sound to 
pick up moisture on Georgia 
Strait, she said.

“In this case and most 
cases when we get snow, we 
generally end up with mois-
ture spinning around that 
low off-shore and whacking 
us.”

Consequently, the Gulf 
Islands and the east coast 
of Vancouver Island were 
the hardest hit areas by the 

storm, she said.
Victoria Airport recorded 

24 cms (9.36 ins) of snow 
on January 8 and another 
12 cm (4.68 ins) on January 
8. Nanaimo reported 50 cm 
(19.5 ins) and an unofficial 
report in Shawnigan Lake 
gave 60 cm (23.5 ins), she 
said.

But Tofino was unscathed 
and Comox Airport recorded 
only 6 cm (2.34 ins) of snow, 
she said.

Average precipitation for 
Victoria Airport is 122 mil-
limetres (4.88 ins) of rain 
with 15 cm (5.8 ins) of snow 
in January, she said.

It snowed 25 cm (9.79 ins) 
over the month of January 
2004, January 1982 had a 
total of 65.7 cm (25.6 ins) 
snowfall over the month 
and few can forget the great 
dump of 1996 when the Gulf 
Islands received 133.9 cm 
(52 ins) between December 
28 and 30.

While snowfall in January 
is a given and tools for pre-
diction have improved tre-
mendously in recent years, 
long-range forecasting is 
still an exceptionally tricky 
business, she said.

“You have to wait until 
you see the whites of its eyes 
to predict accurately.”

Recorded weather fore-
casts can be found by calling 
Environment Canada (250-
363-6717) or by checking 
their website (www.weather-
office.ec.gc.ca).

The federal government 
agency also provides a pay 
service to talk with forecast-
ers (1-900-565-5555).



N E W S B E A TGULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2005 ▲ A5

�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

Ad worked on by S.P.

� � � � ��������� �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � ����� � � � � � � � ������ � � � �

��������������
�� � � � � � � � � ��� �

�����������
��������������������

�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

Ad worked on by S.P.

��������������������������
�����������

��������������������

��������

������������������������ �������������������������������

����� ����������

���������� ����� ��������� ������� ���� �������
��������������������������������������������������
���������� ��� �������������� ���� ��� �����

���������������������������������������������������������
������� ��������������������� �����������������������������

�
��������������������
� ���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������

���������������������������
�����������
� ���������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������

����������������� ��������
������������������������ ������������������������������

�������������������������
����������������

�����������������������
������

������
�������������������

����������������������

��

�������������������
�������

�������������������
�������������������

������������
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

�����������
������������
������

���������
�����������
���������
����������
���������

������������
������
���������
��

����������
���������
�������
�����

�������������������
������������������
����������

�����������������������������������������
���������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������

������ ��������
������ ��������
���������������

���������������
���������

�

���������������
���������
�������

������������

������������
��������

������������������������������������

�����������������
�����������������������������

�������

������������

�������������������
�������������

�
��� �������� �������� ����� ����� ����� ��������
������� ����������� ������� ����� ��� ���������
��������� ����� ���� ����� ������� ����� ���
����������� ����� ��� ����� ��� ������ ����� ������
��������� ��� ������� ��� ������ ���� ������
����� ������ ��������� ��� �������� ��� ������
��������������������

�������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������

���������������������������

�

��������
��������������������

��������

������
�������������������

��������

�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

��������������
����������������

������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

��� ���������� �������� �����������
� ���������������� ��������������� �������������

�������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

��������������������������
��������������������������

��������������������
��������������������������

Local woman helps fuel road battle

HOT ROD: Hydro worker Mark Haston uses a hot stick to remove a wire which fell 
on this car parked at the top of a Cusheon Lake Road home on Sunday. The owner 
of the car was seconds away from getting into it when the wire fell, sending up 
an arc of flames. The family dog, which was in the car, survived the ordeal.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

One wom-
an’s baking 
has carried 
weary snow-
r e m o v a l 
c r e w s 
through the 
biggest bliz-
zard of the 
decade.

Wo r k e r s 
clearing island roads around 
the clock since Thursday 
thank islander Rita Dods for 
baking up a storm to keep 
them going during the snow-
fall.

“She’s an amazing woman 
I think,” said road-mainte-
nance technician Jim Buck-
ley of Main Road South 
Island Contracting Compa-
ny. “There’s not many people 
like her.”

Ever since the snow began, 
Buckley’s been grading Salt 
Spring roads during 12-hour 
graveyard shifts and he’s 
found another mountain of 
cakes, cookies, muffins and 
sandwiches left at the Main 
Road office by Dods.

“Everybody’s wolfing it 
down,” Buckley said.

“She’s like mom to all of 
the crew,” said road foreman 
John Charlton.

“If you’ve seen the waist-
lines on some of the guys, 
you can see we are being 
rather well fed,” Charlton 
said.

“We really want to thank 
Rita and make sure some 
attention is brought to her 
thoughtfulness.”

But the goodies have been 
put to work during 54 centi-
metres of continuous snow-
falls over January 6-8.

“We did the best we could 
to keep the main roads 
open during the thick of the 
onslaught,” said Charlton.

“We had a lot of trouble 
with downed trees and power 
lines. The Hydro boys need a 
lot of credit for the amount of 
effort they’ve had to put out.”

Main Road has been oper-
ating a grader and three plow 
trucks around the clock since 
the snow began Thursday. 
Ron Spencer was also con-
tracted to help clear areas 
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All Day BRUNCH & BENNIES

FAST & AFFORDABLE LUNCH
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Big Sandwich & Cup of Homemade 
Soup $7.95 [Half size $5.95]

Saturday & Sunday in 
Fulford & Ganges

BREAKFAST All Day Every Day
8am - 2pm
Tree House Café - Ganges only

Now you can have them for lunch

People say
OUR BURGERS ARE THE BEST

Bring 3 friends with you on your birthday 
and you eat for free.
                                      [bring your ID].

EAT FOR Free ON YOUR BIRTHDAY

of the south island with his 
grader, Charlton noted.

“It’s been heart-wrench-
ing to hear the stories on the 
message machine. I’ve talk-
ed to a lot of seniors who live 
in remote spots who’ve been 
without heat and power and 
need their medications . . . It 
just goes on and on.”

Main Road employees also 
took a toll from the storm 
from downed trees and lost 
power, he said.

“I really want to give them 
all a pat on the back for a 
great effort.”

A falling tree even smashed 
a carport, camper and power 
at Gordon McPhee’s house 
on Friday, Charlton said.

“He carried on working 
12-hour shifts all through 
the weekend without dealing 
with his own troubles.”

But Charlton regrets they 
weren’t able to clear as much 
as they’d like and some high-
er-elevation roads still hadn’t 
been cleared adequately as 
of Monday night, he said.

“We thought the snow had 
ended and then we got a sec-
ond dump. It was about 24 
inches on Wilkie Way and 
it’s compacted down.”

He’s heard reports of four-
foot drifts.

Crews were back doing 
second gradings of Trinco-
mali Heights, Wilkie Way 

and Mount Belcher Heights 
on Monday night.

Road-maintenance work-
ers received kudos from 
school-bus supervisor Ken 
Garner of the Gulf Islands 
School District.

“The night shift called 
me at 4:30 a.m. Friday so I 
could get a good jump at it,” 
Garner said. “They are our 
eyes. We don’t know what 
the roads look like.”

Buses didn’t run Friday 
due to adverse driving con-
ditions but they were out on 
main routes Monday and 
Tuesday.

Everything went smoothly, 
thanks to Main Road’s work, 
he said.

“The hardest part was get-
ting out of the yard.”

Charlton has been happy 
with new equipment and 
management discretion 
under Main Road since the 
company assumed the South 
Islands contract from JJM 
Maintenance Ltd. in Sep-
tember.

“They have demonstrated 
to us that their main focus is 
winter maintenance.”

And Charlton believes 
Main Road has weathered 
the first major test of their 
10-year contract.

“They want to make a 
good impression. Unfortu-
nately the first bout of bad 

weather that hit us was a real 
challenge.”

But the work isn’t over. 
More snow was predicted at 
press time Tuesday, Charlton 
noted.

“ I hope we get a reprieve 
because it will tighten every-
thing up and make it really 
diff icult to f inish off the 
clean up.”

Rita Dods
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Some steps being taken towards safer 
walking corridors throughout Ganges
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer
Second of two parts

Government representa-
tives have been scratching 
their heads to find cost-effec-
tive safety improvements for 
pedestrians on Salt Spring.

But in the meantime, 
islanders can do their part 
to be seen and stay safe on 
local roads to prevent fur-
ther deaths and injuries, said 
RCMP Sgt. Mike Giles.

“A, put yourself on the 
correct side of the road so 
you can see oncoming traffic 
and take evasive action your-
self, and B, give the drivers 
the best chance to see you 
with reflective clothing and 
flashing lights.”

He’s impressed by new 
LED technology for walking 
safety.

“It’s not like the old lights 
of yesteryear where you’d 
have to put in a set of AA 
batteries every week. These 
LED ones literally last for 
months.”

RCMP constables were 
recently issued flashing LED 
lights for their epaulets, 
Giles said.

“It gives you that one 
added measure of protec-
tion.”

His biggest wish is for 
sidewalks and better light-
ing, but those items are 
expensive, he said.

“Certainly, we are not 
going to get sidewalks every-
where on Salt Spring.”

Prompted by concerns of 
pedestrian safety in Ganges, 
ICBC is conducting a review 
of Lower Ganges Road 

B E  
S A F E

BE 
SEEN

around the area where 88-
year-old Norman Zacherias 
was killed last month.

“We’ll be coming up with 
a list of potential measures 
to improve visibility at that 
particular location,” said 
ICBC spokesperson Doug 
Henderson.

Suggestions from the 
road-safety study might 
include ways to the make 
sightlines more visible for 
the intersection and pedes-
trian crosswalk at Crofton 
Road, he said.

“There aren’t any deci-
sions at this point.”

There were 12 collisions 
between 1999 and 2003 on 
Lower Ganges Road in the 
vicinity of Ganges Village 
Market Centre and Upper 
Ganges Centre, Henderson 
said.

Those collisions includ-
ed eight injuries, with one 
cyclist and one pedestrian 
struck, he said.

“The high number of inju-
ries is why we continue to 
take a closer look.”

ICBC is involved in engi-
neering safer roads in an 
effort to reduce costly insur-
ance claims, Henderson 
said.

“We recognize that by 
making intersections or cer-
tain stretches of road safer, 
we can reduce the number 
of collisions and ultimately 
save policy holders money.”

But improvements must 
be cost effective, he said.

“For every dollar we 
invest, we need to see a 3-1 
return on our investment.”

MOT hopes to improve 
road safety along Lower 
Ganges but the ministry is 
waiting for the ICBC study 

to hear recommendations.
“We recognize it’s a con-

gested area and we’d like to 
do what we can,” said MOT 
area manager Greg Galpin.

The province plans to 
upgrade the pedestrian 
crossing at Crofton Road but 
it’s waiting for warmer, drier 
weather to use thermoplastic 
paint.

MOT is also concerned 
about safety on Rainbow 
Road near the crossing at 
Lower Ganges Road.

“We might  do some 
improvements at that inter-
section.”

The ministry already 
added and moved signs 
along Rainbow to draw more 
attention to the school zone. 
Now MOT might move the 
crosswalk to the other side of 
the road, he said.

“We’ll do anything minor 
we can do, short of traffic 
lights.”

Pedestrian traffic volumes 
wouldn’t likely be sufficient 
for a controlled crossing at 
any location on the island, 
he said.

“You need pretty high vol-
ume and pretty high pedes-
trian counts to warrant those 
types of expenditures.”

The province would also 
consider traffic volumes and 
pedestrian volumes before 
installing crosswalks at other 
locations on the island, he 
said.

But MOT could improve 
sightlines, widen shoulders 
or add designated turn-
ing lanes to some areas to 
improve road safety.

“Sidewalks are not a man-
date of our ministry. The 
only sidewalks we have are 
on bridges.”

Existing sidewalks in 
Ganges were built on pri-
vate property under a special 
agreement with MOT and 
they are maintained by indi-
vidual property owners.

“It is a little unusual. It’s 
not like a typical municipal-

ity,” said Islands Trust head 
planner John Gauld.

The off icial community 
plan (OCP) also provides for 
a walkway system in Gan-
ges, Gauld said.

“The Trust is asking for 
sidewalks as part of devel-
opment approval. It would 
be provided by the owners,” 
Gauld said.

According to the OCP, the 
Ganges core area is delin-
eated by Seaview and Atkins 
Roads along the Lower Gan-
ges Road corridor, he said.

“Hopefully, through co-
operation, we can improve 
pedestrian safety and conve-
nient pedestrian facilities.”

A recent proposal by Salt 
Spring’s Capital Regional 
District (CRD) director Gary 
Holman would see future 
sidewalks created under a 
new transportation commis-
sion.

“CRD staff are currently 
working on an establishment 
bylaw [for the transportation 
commission],” he said.

Under the current frag-
mented system of local gov-
ernment, all agencies need to 
co-operate to provide better 
pedestrian services, he said.

“The idea is to get people 
walking instead of taking 
cars. The biggest bang for 
the buck is around the vil-
lage.”

The CRD is also looking 
at community trail networks 
through the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission, Holman 
said.

“We’ve got a trail network 
for Ganges and the idea is to 
start attracting more atten-
tion to it.”

MOT, PARC and the CRD 
have been talking about ways 
to find partners to complete 
gaps in the trail system, said 
Holman.

“The shortest-term effort 
is to get MOT out there to 
paint more crosswalks and 
put up more lighting, partic-
ularly in that area where the 
accident occurred,” he said.
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Fire chief points out exit routes
No road will take you to 

the freeway on Salt Spring 
but islanders will still get 
some signs to direct them to 
major routes.

Up to $2,000 is available 
from the Ministry of Trans-
portation to purchase “No 
Through Road” signs for 
the island, said Salt Spring 
Fire Department chief Dave 
Enfield.

“I pursued it after coming 
back from [the wildfire in] 
Kelowna and noticed that all 
their roads are signed where 
here we’ve got nothing.”

Since islanders navigat-
ing potholes might even 
need help to find the main 
road, tourists could have an 
even tougher time, since 
island roads can inexpli-
cably change names up to 
three times without warn-
ing.

“We double or triple or 
population come summer-
time,” Enfield said.

If the island faced an emer-
gency, he doesn’t want to see 
tourists driving up roads like 
Reynolds, Mount Maxwell 
or Charlesworth in search 

of a main thoroughfare, he 
said.

“If you’ve got people that 
have to evacuate, they know 
they’re not turning down [a 
dead end].”

The fire department is cur-
rently conducting an assess-
ment of local roads, he said.

“We were just going 
through it yesterday and 
we’re going to put it on a 
map and go from there.”

The signage campaign is 
an on-going process that will 
be developed progressively, 
he said.
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WHITE WHARF: Centennial Wharf in Ganges is 
blanketed in snow as at least 21 inches fell in vari-
ous parts of Salt Spring over  the weekend. While 
the white stuff looked pretty, it caused havoc among 
drivers who ventured onto the roads, and for home-
owners who lost power as snow-laden trees fell on 
wires. Photo by Derrick Lundy

KFAC plans five-day 
tactics with regular 
meeting schedule

The Keep Five Alive 
Coalition (KFAC) will start 
meeting regularly at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
this month.

“It’s a good opportunity 
for people who want to be 
more involved to come,” 
said KFAC member Mona 
Fertig.

The coalition has been 
working to restore a f ive-
day school week on the Gulf 
Islands.

“We want to be more pub-
lic,” Fertig said.

“We hope to see teachers 
and CUPE workers, as well 
as parents, students and com-
munity members attend.”

The group was holding 
meetings at different loca-
tions on an irregular sched-
ule, she said.

“We thought we should set 
dates so people could plan 
ahead,” Fertig said. “It’s also 
better for our planning.”

KFAC is currently prepar-
ing for several initiatives. 
Next on its agenda is a Janu-
ary 17 trip to the B.C. legis-
lature with a petition.

Members of KFAC will 
also meet with school dis-
trict trustees and senior 
administrators at 1 p.m. on 
January 18 to hear responses 
about KFAC’s budgetary 
questions.

KFAC will meet at GISS 
in Room N108 from 7-9 
p.m. every second Thursday 
starting with January 13.

“Our meetings will be 
informative, quick as pos-
sible and you will meet a 
great bunch of people,” said 
Fertig.



By AARON 
SIGURGEIRSON

It is my opinion that Daria 
Zovi has suffered an injus-
tice with regards to the In 
Response letter written by 
Norm and Diane Elliott. 
Therefore I feel compelled 
to come to her defence.

I am a member of the Nor-
ton Neighbourhood Asso-
ciation for which Daria was 
speaking when she wrote In 
Response piece in the Drift-
wood on December 22.

In the Ellliotts’ piece I read 
that “much of ” the research 
Daria has done is “just plain 
wrong.” 

From this I must assume 
the Islands Trust and other 
government agencies must 
also be wrong as I know 
Daria got the information 
from them in the first place. 

The Elliotts claim it “is 
not agricultural land and has 

very poor agricultural capa-
bility.”

According to the Islands 
Trust zoning map the land in 
question is zoned Agricul-
ture 1 that means it is agri-
cultural land. 

According to the B.C. 
Agricultural Land Commis-
sion, this land has Class 2 
capability, the second high-
est in B.C.

The acronym NIMBY 
comes up in the Elliotts’ 
letter, however; the Nor-
ton Neighbourhood Asso-
ciation has many members 
who live elsewhere on the 
island. 

It is not just a NIMBY 
issue. We are attempting to 
keep our island rural, to hold 

onto our farm land and our 
rural lifestyles.

I have spoken to many, 
many people about this 
recently and each and every 
one of these people said 
something along the lines 
of “nobody would want it in 
their back yard!” 

There are other more sus-
tainable affordable housing 
models that could be used 
for this very real issue in our 
community. 

It is my understanding 
that it is extremely difficult 
to obtain rezoning, with the 
exception of that land that 
is being rezoned for seniors 
housing, or for the seeming-
ly magical phrase “afford-
able housing.” 

At this moment the com-
munity housing task force is 
working to clearly and con-
cisely define what is afford-
able housing. 

It is not just a catch 
phrase to garner support and 
achieve rezoning; it is a real 
problem that must be seri-
ously thought through.

 Why don’t we wait to see 
what the task force comes 
up with before we rush 
headlong into rezoning our 
agricultural land base and 
destroying rural neighbour-
hoods? 

Once it’s gone, no amount 
of rezoning will get that 
back.

When my family and I 
were considering moving 
back to Canada from Scot-
land we decided to come 
back to Salt Spring Island, 
a place where I have lived 
on and off since I was two 
years old. 

We rented a house across 
the road from the proposed 
development and when a 
house came up for sale in the 

neighbourhood we bought 
it because it is a lovely rural 
setting with houses on half-
acre pieces of land with 
some agricultural land close 
by.

The development was not 
advertised at the time we 
bought. If it was, we prob-
ably would not have chosen 
to live here. 

We do not want to live in 
a subdivision in Nanaimo, 
though we could have eas-
ily afforded a much bigger 
home there and had all the 
amenities a city can offer. 
We chose the rural setting 
because we like it. 

A subdivision of this type 
belongs in the suburbs of 
a city, not on Salt Spring 
Island.

The writer is a Kings Lane 
resident.
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City subdivision doesn’t belong on rural island
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Hardships 
made bearable 

Tales of heroism, kindness and strife appear in these pages this week, 
as islanders faced the largest snowfall and most persistent power outages 
seen in years.

Those who saw their electrical service restored quickly or nearby roads 
cleared of snow without much of a wait will feel well served by the high-
ways contractor Main Road and B.C. Hydro. 

Others have expressed frustration at how long they had to wait for 
either service to come their way, and will no doubt pass out failing grades 
as a result.

But the challenges of dealing with what amounts to a natural disaster 
are both substantial and complex, and we may never know what could 
have been done better or sooner, if anything.

For some people, having access to accurate information about how 
long their electrical service will be out would no doubt have eased the 
stress. 

While the idea of an information line like the one created by B.C. 
Hydro is appreciated, if it cannot deliver reasonably accurate estimates of 
power restoration times, then it’s basically a useless service.

People lacking electricity or cleared roads still need to plan their lives, 
and being provided with accurate information would go a long way 
towards helping them do so. 

It would be less cruel for the Hydro message to claim no estimate is 
truly available, than to pump out dates and times that are continually 
passed without lights coming on. 

Thankfully, Salt Spring’s emergency services system, many volunteers 
and countless helpful individuals made the perils and hardship more 
bearable.

Islanders can be thankful for both the official and unofficial ways that 
assistance is so easily provided. 

And crews from Hydro, Main Road and all emergency services deserve 
great praise for the incredibly hard work and long hours they’ve put in 
since Thursday.

While a few days of snow, cold temperatures and no electricity is noth-
ing like the Asian tsunami disaster, it has given some islanders a scant 
taste of suffering that may hopefully inspire them and others to donate 
even more to people suffering on the other side of the world — both in 
the short and long term.

I N  
RESPONSE

Trincomali dwellers should adopt Trincamolee 
By KEITH LIGHT

My name is Keith Light. I’m 
over on Pender, and I have been 
closely following the tsunami 
disaster in Asia. 

From the moment I saw the 
first pictures on Sunday, Decem-
ber 26, I had a very bad feeling 
about it. 

There were not many details, 
and pictures were scant at best, 
but I could tell, from the reports, 
that if it was that bad in the areas 
that had reported, and those were 
very few, I knew it was going to 
be horrible. 

The next day I called the Cana-
dian Red Cross, and donated 
$1,000.

Later that day, I heard that 

Canadians had donated half a 
million dollars. 

Now it’s closer to $80 million. 
People want to help. 

Since then, I have even been 
considering going there to help 
rebuild dwellings. I didn’t men-
tion that I am a builder, with 
more than 30 years’ experience 
in building, renovation and home 
repair. 

A few days later, on CBC, I 
saw that Squamish had decided 
to sponsor one town, I think in 
Sri Lanka. I thought to myself, 

“that’s one hell of a good idea.” 
I saw the wisdom in getting 

their citizens connected to one 
place. A real focus. A real tan-
gible, hands-on way of making 
a huge difference to a village or 
town.

“Adopting” a whole village 
could really draw a community 
together, and give that village or 
town a dedicated Western com-
munity fighting and working for 
them. 

Later, I saw that there is a town 
or small city (not sure which), on 
the east coast of Sri Lanka, called 
Trincamolee. 

The proverbial light bulb 
flashed on in my head. 

As most know, that is close to 

the same name as a main chan-
nel that runs through our south-
ern Gulf Islands, connecting just 
about all of them.

I thought this would be so 
amazing if we, the southern Gulf 
Islands, could take on this town 
called Trincamolee, and throw 
all our mighty talent and energy 
together. 

We, collectively, with all our 
Trusts, our many environmental 
and community organizations, 
our schools, fire stations, para-
medics and police, could do won-
ders.

I suppose this may have been 
thought of already. There may 
be something on the go, as far 
as that goes. I haven’t heard of 

anything, though. I believe that 
this would be embraced by all 
islanders. It may even spark other 
communities to do the same.

I have fundraised in the Koote-
nays before, but nothing close to 
this scale. I would, however, be 
willing to put out my phone num-
ber as an initial contact person, 
and get this rolling.

Of course the press would be 
an integral part, initially getting 
the word out, and doing articles, 
etc. It wouldn’t take long for it to 
explode around the islands.

My phone number is 629-
9939.

The writer is a Pender Island 
resident.

V I E W  
POINT

Your 
letters are 
welcome

Letters to the edi-
tor are welcome, 
but writers are 
requested to keep 
their submissions 
to 400 words or 
less. Letters may be 
edited for brevity, 
legality and taste. 
Writers are also 
asked to furnish a 
telephone number 
where they may be 
reached during the 
day, and to sign 
their letters with 
their full name. 
Thank you letters 
will not normally be 
considered for pub-
lication.
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The start of anoth-
er year always thrusts 
me into a reflective 
mood, and this year 
I feel more fortunate 
than ever.

My most pressing 
hardship is that I’ll 
be trudging up and 
down our long, steep driveway 
until the snow melts.

Recent tsunami and earthquake 
devastation in poor regions of the 
world just adds to the sense of 
being perched high among the 
privileged.

I’ve always hated how it seems 
the most horrible things happen 
to those least able to absorb more 
suffering, and how the weak are 
so easily hurt.

It’s often made me want to give 
a leg up to the underdog; to make 
sure the stragglers don’t get too 
far behind; to seek balance when 
power streaks off too far in one 
direction.

In part I owe this perspective to 
a girl named Lorraine Burns. She 
taught me everything I cared to 
know about underdogs, injustice 
and prejudice.

She was the only fully First 
Nations kid at Courtenay Elemen-
tary, and was in my class for six 

of seven grades spent there. Lor-
raine was adopted or in a foster 
family and at some point her last 
name became Jacobson.

Everything I remember about 
Lorraine is embossed with emo-
tion: she’s laughing or crying or 
angry or humiliated, but mostly 
she likes to smile and laugh and 
be included. 

She’s got these beautiful, see-
right-through-you eyes and knows 
how to connect with people, if 
only they would let her.

Some time after Lorraine’s 
tragic death at the age of 40 in 
March of 2003, I dug up my class 
pictures from the ‘70s, wanting to 
look at those eyes again; to see if 
what I remembered could be vali-
dated by the photos.

She was safely there, alive, 
looking so sweet and happy in a 
velvetine and lace-collar dress in 
Miss Dennis’ Grade 1 class, all 
the way up to Grade 7, with the 
charming Mr. Philippsen as our 

teacher. A fine man he was — as 
was the progressive Mr. Chown 
in Grade 5. (My 1973 diary notes 
that he owned a Toyota and wore 
a seatbelt!)

I so clearly remember Mr. 
Chown one day telling Lorraine 
she should be proud of her heri-
tage; that “some people would 
give their left arm to be native.” 

In seeking the class pictures, I 
was driven by a suspicion I would 
see something amiss. And I did. 
It’s in the Grade 4 picture, with 
Lorraine seated on the far end 
of the front-row bench. Every-
one’s hands are dutifully clasped 
together and the photographer has 
said the magic word to make us all 
beam. Every single kid — except 
Lorraine — is smiling.

Our teacher (who shall remain 
nameless) is hovering over Lor-
raine and has her left index finger 
lightly pressed against the girl’s 
shoulder. 

It was a simple gesture caught 
by the camera, but I know it’s 
significant. 

Besides the poor treatment 
heaped upon her by many class-
mates, Lorraine was not treated 
equally by at least one of our 
teachers, and it was not fair.

I remember my friend and I 

attempting some remediation that 
year by making Lorraine a beaded 
necklace. She responded immedi-
ately by giving us a pretty velvet 
choker, which I still possess.

Lorraine disappeared from 
school and daily view after Grade 
9.

Then I saw her on TV about 
10 years ago. She was organiz-
ing a benefit or something simi-
lar for a disadvantaged group or 
family, and she was connected 
to the native friendship centre in 
Comox.

Regardless of Mr. Chown’s 
advice, she had obviously chosen 
to reconnect to her heritage as an 
adult.

She had also moved to the 
Whe-La-La-U reserve on Cormo-
rant Island when she was shot by 
a police officer responding to a 
complaint of a domestic dispute. 

The incident and the ensuing 
inquest conclusion — that the 
officer had no choice but to shoot 
when Lorraine refused to obey 
commands to drop a knife and 
kept moving towards the officer 
— made the news for the requisite 
few days.

I don’t have an opinion about 
whether or not the officer should 
have pulled the trigger on Lor-

raine. I don’t have enough infor-
mation and doubt if more details 
would lead me to a conclusion 
about his decision. It’s just sad.

One of the saddest things is 
this: If you bet money on who — 
out of all the kids in those classes 
— would be most likely to die too 
young, violently, she would have 
been the one to pick.

Lorraine had two children, 
aged 11 and nine when she died. 
According to news stories, their 
father had also died not long 
before.

In one media article, the aunt of 
a 29-year-old Victoria native man 
who died of asphyxiation while in 
police custody in 1999 was asked 
for her view of Lorraine’s death.

When Yvon Gesinghaus said, “I 
fear for the family of this young 
woman and pray they’ll get bet-
ter treatment than we did,” she 
was referring to whether or not 
they would be granted an inquest, 
which did occur.

But when I first read it, I imag-
ined Gesinghaus talking about 
Lorraine’s two kids.

So I’ll rephrase it my way. I 
hope they get better treatment 
from their community as children 
than Lorraine did from hers. 

I expect they will.

Norma’s 
farewell

In February of 1998, I 
was gifted with the position 
of youth alcohol and drug 
outreach worker with Salt 
Spring island Community 
Services.

It has been during this 
time that I was able to con-
nect with the island youth. 
In these connections, this is 
what I learned:

• The island youth are 
amazing and brilliant.

• That I will never grow 
old as long as I continue to 
connect with these young 
people and their vibrant 
energy.

• That our youth truly 
are our messengers of the 
future and that it is up to us 
to ensure these messages are 
not all bad.

• That in listening to their 
words I receive the messag-
es they have of this present 
moment.

• That the island youth 
are so very courageous and 

demonstrate this bravery on 
a daily basis.

• That laughter and silli-
ness helps get us through the 
rough spots.

But most of all, I have 
learned that they take care of 
each other with such com-
passion, love and forgive-
ness.

Today, I want to thank all 
these young people for giv-
ing me these messages that 
I will carry with me, but 
most of all for trusting in me 
enough to share them. 

Today, I want you to know 
that I too am off on a new 
journey and will be leaving 
Salt Spring as of January 27. 
The hardest part of making 
this decision to leave was that 
in doing this I would have to 
forfeit my daily encounters 
with the youth on Salt Spring. 
However, each day you have 
taught me about taking leaps 
forward and today I will hon-
our your courage by taking a 
leap as well. 

So, it is to the island youth 
that I will say “bye for now.” 
I look forward to witnessing 

your many continued suc-
cesses and need you to know 
that I will be cheerleading 
you all the way. 

Thank you all for being 
such a special part of my 
journey, but most of all, 
thank you for being just who 
you are!

To the community, I thank 
you for all that you have 
given Kelly and myself. In 
our departure we urge you 
all to continue to support our 
young people and to take 
the time to stop and listen 
to their words as they have a 
message for each and every 
one of us.
NORMA J. THOMPSON,
Youth alcohol & 
drug outreach worker

Clarify 
contract

The recent, and fortunate-
ly rare, heavy snowfall has 
revealed some gross inad-
equacies in the snow clear-
ance service being provided 
to the island.

Coming to Salt Spring 

from Montreal 12 years ago, 
we were pleasantly surprised 
by the prompt and frequent 
service provided for even 
our little dead-end street, 
Rourke Road. This is no lon-
ger the case.

It is now three days since 
the first snowflakes started 
to fall and the road remains 
virtually impassable. There 
are hydro wires down at the 
end of the street — leaving 
seven homes without power 
for three days — a 4x4 is in 
the ditch as a result of a des-
perate attempt to get up the 
hill. . Hydro and TV cable 
crews are reluctant to come 
in to fix the problems.

One resident hired a front-
end loader to tow their car to 
Beddis Road in order to get 
necessary medication from 
town.

Telephone calls around 
the island reveal a similar 
situation for people living 
on minor roads. Nothing has 
been done to remove snow 
except in cases where there 
are police, ferry or water-
works employees in the area. 

Maybe that is coincidence, 
except for the fact that we 
did get better service on 
Rourke when we had an aux-
iliary RCMP officer living 
on the street.

From safety consider-
ations alone, this situation is 
completely unacceptable. It 
should be mandatory to have 
access to all areas, within a 
reasonable amount of time 
after a snowfall, for medi-
cal emergencies, fire or acci-
dent. 

Mail delivery is another 
less important issue. One 
has to wonder how lack of 
access might affect property 
insurance.

A new company, Main 
Road Contracting, is now 
responsible for snow clear-
ance. The name itself would 
suggest, maybe incorrectly, 
that they are only respon-
sible for clearing the main 
arteries. 

Perhaps Mr. Greg Galpin, 
the Ministry of Transporta-
tion area manager, would 
like to clarify the terms of 
their contract. He has not 

returned calls. For exam-
ple, who is responsible for 
clearing large trees fallen 
across the road, such as hap-
pened on the south end of 
the island, obstructing hydro 
crews from repair work?

Another question. How is 
it that snowplows were seen 
in Ganges area going again 
over roads which had already 
been cleared, when there are 
so many other roads needing 
attention?

Finally, I cannot help ques-
tioning what value we are 
getting for the anticipated 
$800+ Rural tax portion of 
our 2005 property tax bill, a 
large portion of which goes 
to road maintenance. 

The shor t por tion of 
Rourke where, for some 
inconceivable reason, re-
paving ended last year, is 
like a Fallujah street after a 
mortar attack. 

But that’s a different 
story.
DEREK EMMERSON,
Rourke Road

Letters to the Editor

School injustice recalled after native woman’s death 
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OTHERWISE
BY GAIL SJUBERG
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Dangerous 
spot

This morning as I drove 
down Whims Road in the 
snowy icy driving condi-
tions, there were kids wait-
ing for the bus right at the 
end of Whims and North 
End roads.

I asked them to move away 
in case someone was unable 
to stop. The reaction was, 
“I’m waiting for the bus.”

Suggesting there would 
be no need for the bus if 
someone was unable to stop 
prompted the reaction of “no 
one has slid through during 
this snow.”

I actually called the school 
board office about a month 
ago, suggesting it was a very 
dangerous spot for the kids 
and was told there was a ditch 
so they had to wait there. So 
far I can’t find a ditch on that 
side of the road.

It’s not just snow or ice 
that makes it dangerous If 
someone loses their brakes it 
would wipe out 10-15 kids. 
Do you really want your 
child in that danger? 

I ask all parents to assess 
the situation where their chil-
dren are standing waiting for 
the bus and do something. 
My child is grown, but don’t 
you want yours to as well?
CAROL MILLER, 
Maliview Drive

Find Punky
My mother’s little dog, 

Punky, went missing on 
Salt Spring on December 
27, while they were visiting 
from Parksville. 

We have put up flyers and 
placed ads. Now I am try-
ing a letter to the editor too, 
because everybody reads 
them. A woman called say-
ing she was sure she saw him 
on January 5 but didn’t see a 
notice until the next day.

Punky is a 15-year-old 
male Shitzu-poodle cross 
with an apricot-cream coat. 
He is partly blind and partly 
deaf.

Our first reported sight-

ing was that he had a “fright” 
with a car on Sunset at Moun-
tain Park Drive on Decem-
ber 27. The last reported 
sighting was January 5 on 
North Beach Road, north of 
Fernwood. He was apparent-
ly in good condition, played 
with a dog in a yard and then 
followed someone walking 
towards Fernwood who said 
he was not her dog.

We would like to hear from 
anyone with any news (good 
or bad) about Punky. Please 
call me at 537-1883. 
SHERI NIELSON,
Sunset Drive

Community 
spirit

It is all too frequently that 
we throw bricks on these 
pages at those with whom 
we disagree. But it is the 
warmth of the community 
spirit that should really get 
us thrashing at our typewrit-
ers.

The community spirit is 
alive and well on Channel 
Ridge although we, as home-
owners, continue to express 
our concerns and our wishes 
loudly and frequently to the 
owners of the development. 
In the summer we cordon off 
a street and have community 
barbeques and at Christmas 
we have a community tree 
decorating hot chocolate 
party. 

These are merely the 
superficial manifestations of 
the community spirit, which 
is evident in so many other 
ways on Salt Spring. The 
snows of 2005 brought us 
together again.

It  was l ike a family 
reunion on Sunday with all 
the neighbours peering out 
of their lairs and attempting 
to free their homes from the 
grip of winter and to shovel 
veins of a path or a driveway 
through the near impossible 
snowfall of over two feet. 

There are many of us 
whom our good doctors have 
prohibited from shovelling, 
so we provided the chorus of 
support for those who were 

hard at it. 
At the point of near-des-

peration from the impossible 
task at hand, the oh-so-wel-
come sound of the develop-
ment owner, who is a part of 
our community, coming to 
the rescue with his back hoe, 
highlighted the strength of 
the spirit in this community 
. . . the one we call Channel 
Ridge and the one we call 
Salt Spring Island.
JIM GANDERTON, 
Channel Ridge

Peace lost
I would like to take issue 

with the statement made in 
the Elliotts’ In Response 
column last week that Nor-
ton Mews would be of low 
impact and environmentally 
friendly. 

The main entrance is 
directly across the street 
from me on Norton Road 
and I am conservatively esti-
mating at least 50 cars per 
day will be going through 
that gate when the develop-
ment is completed — over 
and above a steady flow of 
noisy and polluting, light to 
heavy-duty diesel trucks and 
equipment during construc-
tion. 

This is mainly because 
the development is targetted 
towards working-class peo-
ple who will be making at 
least one return trip per day 
and more in double-income 
families. 

With this, of course, is 
going to come a significant 
increase in noise levels, air 
pollution and jeopardized 
safety while walking on our 
road.  

Also, an omission was 
made when it was stated that 
within 1,000 feet of Norton 
Mews are 200 homes. 

What was omitted was 
that these are mostly retire-
ment homes, which means 
that the morning or after-
noon rush-hour traffic factor 
doesn’t apply! Retirees in 
this neighbourhood can walk 
to most of the services they 
require. 

Since I have lived at this 
address for 30 years now and 
don’t really want to leave, 
I have compromised and 
come up with what would 
be acceptable to me in my 
retirement years. 

If the main entrance to 
Norton Mews was relocated 
to the corner of Scarff Lane 
and Norton Road, it would 
be the least obtrusive to the 
present residents and half of 
the traffic flow would then be 
diverted down Scarff Lane. 

I could also tolerate this 
impact if the density level of 
the housing were kept to the 
initial 15-unit recommen-
dation of the Islands Trust 
planner. 

If this does not happen, I 
see no option but to leave, 
as I definitely did not build 
my home here to see peace 
and tranquillity lost to traffic 
madness.

Life is just too short at this 
point to waste it complain-
ing when it seems as though 
nobody is listening. The 
other three pensioners on 
this road are faced with this 
same disagreeable option 
that those unsympathetic to 
a long-time resident’s plight 
might utter: “If you don’t 
like it you can leave.” 
MIKE  SHPELEY,
Norton Road

No gas plant
I and all my friends and 

relatives say no to the pro-
posed gas-fired plant at Duke 
Point. 

The greenhouse gases 
will be equivalent to put-
ting 40,000 more cars on our 
roads in B.C.

Alternative energies don’t 
produce greenhouse gases 
and do create more jobs than 
the dying fossil fuel indus-
try.

What will it take to make 
us all aware of nature’s power 
since the recent horrendous 
earthquake and tsunami in 
Asia?
VIRGINIA NEWMAN,
Quebec Drive

More letters

Land trust group looked at many
options before buying Horel Road
By MAGGIE SCHUBART

Some considera t ions 
recent ly  expressed  by 
Andrea Collins regarding 
the proposal to build eight 
small homes (700 square 
feet) on a five-acre lot on 
Horel Road prompt some 
clarifying thoughts from the 
applicants seeking approval 
for this project.  

Salt Spring Community 
Housing and Land Trust 
Society (SSCHLTS) direc-
tors are sympathetic to the 
woes of the residents of 
Cusheon Lake watershed. 
Under no circumstances 
would they wish to com-
pound the problems of these, 
our fellow islanders. 

SSCHLTS’ aim is to pro-
vide modest but attractive 
shelter for working people 
so they can build equity in 
a beginning home that will 
help them qualify for a mort-
gage when they are ready for 
a more elaborate residence.

We are a non-profit soci-
ety, but for-profit builders 
and lending institutions 
will benefit when our cli-
ents move on. The need for 
decent, reasonably-priced, 

year-round rental housing is 
also urgent. Our community 
has lost many skilled people 
who couldn’t pay the prices 
here and have found some-
thing that fits their budget on 
Vancouver Island.

The Horel Road land was 
not the first that SSCHLTS 
tried to purchase. In each 
of four previous attempts, 
a variety of obstacles from 
NIMBY to inadequate perc 
quashed the deal.  

The Horel Road land has 
been logged and appeared 
quite derelict. Our directors 
organized a work party to 
make it look presentable, 
which we hoped would be 
the first step towards creat-
ing a harmonious enclave 
that would welcome resi-
dents who would care for 
their environment as well as 
the wider community.  

Since the SSCHLT society 
would be the owner of the 
land in perpetuity, a properly 

designed and maintained 
septic system would be a 
given. Since residents of a 
nearby mobile home park 
have managed access to 
schools and shopping, and 
since we have a resourceful 
group working to improve 
public transportation, those 
needs seemed solvable.

Though our community 
plan was thoroughly and 
patiently produced with 
broad citizen participation, 
circumstances here have 
been changing. Absentee 
owners and part-time resi-
dents were relatively rare. 
Islanders were water-con-
scious, sewer-conscious, 
environment-conscious. 
They still are.

We must surely be able to 
reconcile problems that have 
become acute with occasion-
al exceptions to regulations.  

Some folks worry about 
creating precedents, but 
precedents have been creep-
ing in that will bring about a 
ghetto for the rich.

Ms. Collins has made some 
plausible suggestions about 
alternate sites. SSCHLTS 
has explored several of 

these possibilities: Some of 
them are not for sale. The 
Catholic diocese property 
and the school district lands 
could serve, but the process 
involved puts them several 
years in the future.  

The Norton Road project 
is its own self; as I have said, 
there is a place for profit-
producing housing.  

The legal complications 
attendant on the Swanson’s 
Pond area ruled it out for 
SSCHLTS.

Through the efforts of 
the Copper Kettle Soci-
ety, islanders are becoming 
aware that there are perfectly 
respectable people sleep-
ing in the woods. Most of 
us remember the occupation 
of the vacant Woodwards 
building in Vancouver. Salt 
Spring can be spared those 
tensions.  

SSCHLTS has received 
some generous donations 
to get started. Gifts of land, 
labour or money will receive 
a heartfelt thank you and a 
tax receipt. 

The writer is a member of 
the SSCHLTS board.

I N  
RESPONSE
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Start The New 
Year Right

SHOP & SAVE
AT SIDNEY SUPER FOODS
The Best in Quality, Service 

and Low, Low Prices!
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Ad worked on by KS

ROSES

RANTS &RANTS ROSESTo all those making deci-
sions affecting Salt Spring, 
where maximizing profit is 
the only motive, I hope you 
got to see the Newman pro-
duction of Scrooge before 
Christmas. If not, then per-
haps next year you will. It 
will be the best $15 you ever 
spend. Harry Burton

A raving rant to “she up 
there who must be obeyed,” 
and snow white roses to the 
hydro crews who are dis-
obeying her. Conhor Vane-
Hunt (pp Horace Rumpole, 
QC) 

To Chef Ilyes of the Tree 
House South who spoiled 
us with a fabulous Tunisian 
feast with 11 menu choices 
— thanks for the hard work 
and we hope you get to smell 
the fabulous roses we all 
offer to you. HB

To the fabulous youth on 
Salt Spring, continue doing 
the great things you are 
doing and success will be 
yours. Don’t ever give up. 
HB

I would like to thank all the 
members and staff of Curves, 
and the ladies of Community 
Gospel Chapel for the won-
derful baby shower they had 
for me. We appreciate all the 
love and support you have 
given us. B & S

A big bouquet of stone 
roses to A and L for shovel-
ling us out. H

Roses and a hot toddy to 
Bryce Chapman who, with-
out being asked, dug out 
many driveways on Chan-
nel Ridge, and wouldn’t take 
even a coffee for his efforts.

A huge bunch of roses 
to Steven Marleau and his 
assistant Lyle Brown. They 
washed all the dishes from 
the potluck lunch after the 
New Year’s Day Sock and 
Toque Golf Tournament. 
Last year it seemed to take 
us ages — they did it lickety 
split. It’s good to see that all 
the training I gave Steve 23 
years ago hasn’t been forgot-
ten. JB

Dozens of joyous red 
roses to all the Salt Spring 
merchants who contributed 

turkeys, hams, salmon, sal-
ads, buns, vegetables, fruit 
cake, tarts, egg nog, juice 
and coffee; to all the vol-
unteer cooks who roasted 
and baked and steamed and 
served; to all the musicians 
who played and sang; to the 
Reverend Ruth Cairns for 
leading us in saying grace; 
to everyone who came and 
shared Christmas dinner on 
December 25; and the big-
gest, most joyous, reddest 
rose of all to Gary Fletcher, 
chief cook, bottle washer 
and all-around organizer. 
Salt Spring United Church

Bunches of rose-shaped 
balloons to Michele Severn, 
Arlene Montalbetti, and let’s 
not forget Marilyn Lundy 
(careful what you wish for), 
who were put to work on 
New Year’s Eve blowing up 
balloons at the Dollar Store. 
This was another reminder 
of why we chose to do busi-
ness on Salt Spring. May 
2005 be filled with roses and 
no thorns. I, L and V

Roses to Gil Marcotte for 
driving us in the bad weath-
er. B&A L

There are not enough 
roses in the world to properly 
thank Christine at Pharma-
save and the nurses at Lady 
Minto for helping engineer 
and pull off what was for our 
family a miracle of the best 
kind. It was because of your 
kindness and thoughtfulness 
that our daughter was able 
to spend this time with us. 
So straight from our hearts, 
we wish you an especially 
happy and healthy New Year. 
We are two grateful parents. 
A and P

A thousand roses to the 
ladies of the snow shovel 
brigade who have been dis-
playing their talents in and 
around the Brinkworthy 
community. Many thanks.

A huge bouquet of roses 
to Steve Mueller for clearing 
your neighbours’ driveways.

Huge baskets of roses to 
Mike Best and Daniel Borth-

wick for picking up and 
delivering the staff of Lady 
Minto Hospital to and from 
work safely during the recent 
snowfall. We couldn’t have 
managed without your help!

Roses to neighbour Brian 
Dawes who flashed up his 
truck last Friday and winched 
my car out of a ditch where it 
was a definite hazard to navi-
gation. DM

Roses to Andrea at Bow 
Wow & Co. for her sweep-
ing, gardening and snow 
shoveling that helps keep our 
storefront clean, clear and 
beautiful. From the staff at 
the Driftwood.

A robust rose of winter 
to our special Emergency 
preparedness people, like 
Marguerite and Betty, who 
have been calling through-
out our island to help those 
without power, transporta-
tion, food, water etc., etc. 
What valuable volunteers 
you are.

A huge bucket of roses to 
the Hydro crew for work-
ing so hard to keep us all 
with power. As well, to the 
Highways crew who work 
night and day ploughing and 
clearing our roads so we all 
can get around safely. You all 
do an awesome job with the 
limited resources available 
to you and are definitely not 
appreciated enough. Thank 
you for all you do. 

A bouquet of flashing red 
and white roses from the 
ambulance crew to Tim and 
John of Island Star Video and 
Henry Baade. Henry tried to 
buy us a DVD player to keep 
us entertained between calls, 
and Tim and John insisted on 
donating it instead. Thanks, 
guys!

Two hampers full of long-
stemmed roses to Cathy 
Stringer and Melanie Mor-
ris, co-ordinator and man-
ager, respectively, of the Salt 
Spring Island Food Bank. 
Your hard work and dedi-
cation is much appreciated. 
Thank you very much from 
the volunteers and clients.

Roses to the Raven Street 
Market Cafe for staying open 
on Monday, their regular 
day off, so they could sup-
ply hot coffee and comfort 
to all their neighbours who 
were still waiting for power. 
Thanks from Fernwood.

A huge bouquet to Donn 
and Maddy Tar ris, and 
Henry and Linda Schwagly, 
who brought us in from the 
cold. The warmth of their 
friendship will stay with us 
always. Jack ‘n’ Lefty
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Ad worked on by S.P.
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All Day BRUNCH & BENNIES
Saturday & Sunday in 
Fulford & Ganges

BREAKFAST All Day Every Day
8am - 2pm
Tree House Café - Ganges only

Now you can have them for lunch

People say
OUR BURGERS ARE THE BEST BIG NEW Menus

FAST & AFFORDABLE BREAKFAST
Breaky Buns $4.00
Standard Breakfast $5.00

����������������

����������������

New menus at the Tree House – 
both locations

SNOWBOUND: Phillip Sauriol flies over a make 
shift ramp as he enjoys the snow Monday afternoon.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

CLASSIFIED 
HOTLINE:

CALL  
537-9933



N E W S B E A TA12 ▲  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2005 GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

������
�������
�����

�������
��������
������ ������

������

������������������
��

��������

�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

�������������
�����������
����

������������������������������

��������������
������������������������

��������������
����������������������

������������

�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

��������������
�������������

�������������
�������������

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

��������������������
����������������������
��������������������
���������������
����������������������������
��������������������������
����������������

���������������������������������
��������������������

����������������������������
���������������������������������������

Ferries sewage won’t be curtailed
with 2005 Queen of Nanaimo refit
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Environmental groups are 
making a stink about sewage 
dumped from local vessels 
after B.C. Ferries cancelled 
plans to install a wastewater 
treatment plant aboard the 
Queen of Nanaimo.

“What comes out of our 
ferries and other vessels is 
one more thing that has a 
cumulative effect on our 
marine life,” said Howard 
Breen, coordinator of the 
B.C. Environmental Net-
work.

“You can imagine the 
uproar if sludge was put on 
our parks or on our moun-
tainsides. But it’s seen as 
treated when it goes into the 
ocean and yet the nutrient 
loading, the heavy metals, 
none of that is removed and 
nor is the pathogens.”

B.C. Ferries initially dis-
cussed installing a sewage 
treatment plant as part of a 
mid-life refit for the Queen 
of Nanaimo set this spring. 
But those plans were dis-
continued during financial 
negotiations.

“It’s all for tourism dollars 
but we may be killing the 
goose that lays the golden 
egg,” Breen said.

While most B.C. Ferries 
have waste-treatment sys-
tems, many ferries may be 
simply discharging in the 
middle of Georgia Strait, he 
said.

Breen didn’t have statis-
tics on B.C. Ferries wastewa-
ter but he noted that a cruise 
ship with 3,500 passengers 
and crew aboard discharges 
approximately one million 
litres of black water and grey 
water in one week, he said.

“It’s really comparing 
apples and oranges,” he 
noted.

But Canadian waste-treat-
ment technology is avail-
able through companies 
like Hydroxyl Systems Inc., 
which provided previous 
facilities for B.C. Ferries, he 
said.

“There is not a govern-
ment in Canada that doesn’t 
thump its chest in respect to 
advancing green technolo-
gies, but at the same time 
they are not offering incen-
tives to adopt them or put-
ting disincentives in place 
not to.”

It took the Canadian gov-
ernment mere weeks to intro-
duce security legislation, but 
environmental protection 
will wait until at least 2006, 
with plans for an additional 
f ive-year implementation 
period, he said.

“The 2006 date is not cast 
in concrete. Anything could 
happen, especially given the 
incredible influence of the 
cruise ship lobby.”

He wonders how many 
shellfish poisonings it will 
take before new legislation 
in the Canada Shipping Act 
will restrict marine discharg-
es.

“People in some agencies 
believe that Georgia Strait is 
a sacrifice zone.”

E-coli and other patho-
gens can survive for up to 
two days in our cold climate, 
he said.

“That means people are at 
risk, as well as our very trea-
sured marine mammals.”

Ferries and cruise ships 
are the only point source 
discharging pathogens and 
harmful nutrients into some 
ecosystems, he said.

“If our government can’t 
set the standard, how can rec-
reational boaters be expected 
to hold and use pump-out 
facilities?”

There are 11 no-discharge 
zones for boaters around 
B.C. waters, including Vic-
toria and Nanaimo harbours, 
he noted.

“Cruise ships are required 
to make discharges four miles 
from shore, but one wonders 
what they are doing on these 
shorter ferry routes.”

Legislation introduced in 
Alaska in 2002 prevents ves-
sel waste offloading of any 
kind, and Alaska State Fer-

ries were given a three-year 
grace period to meet legisla-
tion.

“Whether it be a large 
ferry or a ‘megaship’ dis-
charging black water and 
grey water, it strikes me as 
unacceptable in 2004 that 
we should wait any longer to 
contend with it.”

Of 36 vessels in the B.C. 
Ferries fleet, four have hold-
ing tanks and only five don’t 
have any waste-treatment 
system, said Deborah Mar-
shall, B.C. Ferries director of 
media relations.

“At this point we are not 
legally required to do so but 
we do provide primary and 
secondary treatment on most 
of our ships,” Marshall said.

“We are actively pursing 
to upgrade our vessels as our 
commitment to be a good 
corporate citizen.”

Among vessels serving the 
Gulf Islands, all have waste-
treatment plants except the 
Queen of Nanaimo and the 
Tachek, which have holding 
tanks, she said.

“All of our existing vessels 
do have to be compliant by 
2011 and we are working on 
a plan for that right now with 
the vessels that are outstand-
ing. We hope to have that 
developed within a year.”

Marshall couldn’t give 
a f inancial estimate about 
the Queen of Nanaimo refit 
scheduled for this spring, but 
she said, “It’s certainly quite 
a bit more substantial than 
the usual refit work that we 
do.”

She said B.C. Ferries 
had discussed installing a 
waste-treatment system with 
Hydroxyl, which has pro-
vided 10 other systems since 
1998.

“We were looking at 
installing a sewage-treat-
ment plant as part of this 
project but we weren’t able 
to come to mutually-accept-
able terms with the party we 
were negotiating with so we 
are just not going to proceed 
at this time.”

Hydroxyl representatives 
declined to comment on the 
issue.

Marshall confirmed that 
several other waste-treat-
ment companies had provid-
ed systems for B.C. Ferries 
vessels but they were not in 
consideration for the Queen 
of Nanaimo refit.

Vessels with holding tanks 
like the Nanaimo discharge 
sewage at “appropriate plac-
es” in open water away from 
land, she said.

“Right now there aren’t 
any regulations about that.”

Georgia Strait Alliance’s 
green boating coordinator 
Sarah Verstegen encourages 
B.C. Ferries to set a good 
example.

“I would be looking for 
B.C. Ferries to be a good 
corporate citizen regardless 
of when the deadline is in 
place.”

And she’d be happy to 
trumpet the company’s envi-
ronmental leadership if it 
installed a waste-treatment 
system ahead of the dead-
line.

“But they’ll probably turn 
around, look at the bottom 
line and say, ‘Nah, we’re not 
doing this.’”

Verstegen noted that while 
the city of Victoria discharg-
es far more sewage than the 
B.C. Ferries fleet, the ships 
shouldn’t be ignored.

“I think we should do 
the easy stuff as well, even 
though it’s smaller. You have 
to work from a lot of dif-
ferent directions and nibble 
away at it.”

She believes that while 
B.C. Ferries had started to 
upgrade fleet waste systems, 
it is now trying to save money 
by waiting for required legis-
lation.

“The reality is that how-
ever much sewage the Queen 
of Nanaimo discharges will 
continue to be discharged for 
that entire period until they 
come into compliance. So 
we would like to see them do 
it sooner than later.”

PACK ATTACK: The Driftwood photographer becomes the focus of a snowball fight as he checks out snow 
activity at Salt Spring Island Middle School on Monday. Photo by Derrick Lundy

Letter to 
the editor?

Press release? 
What’s On

calendar event?
Send it to 

news@gulfislands.net.

�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

Ad worked on by S.P.



THIS 
WEEK’S
MOVIES

what’s on
YOUR TELEVIS ION GUIDE

PULL OUT & SAVE

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD  PAGE A13 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2005

������������������������������������������������������� �������������������������������������������
�������� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����� ���� ���� ���� ����
���������� ���� ��������� ��������� ����� �������� ��������� �������� �������� ��������� ����� �������� �������� ���������� �������� �������� ������� ���������
���������� ��� ��������������� �������� ��������������� ��������������� ���������� ���������������
�� � � ������ ������������� ��������� �������� ����� ���������������� ���������������� ����������������� ����������������� �������������������
���������� ����� ���������������� �������������� �������� ��������� ���������������� ����� ������������������ ��������� ���������
���������� ��� ��������� �������� �������������� ������������������� ����������������� ����������� ������������� �������� �������� �����������������
���������� ��������������������� �������������� ��������� �������� �������� ������� ��������� �������� �������������������������� ���������
�������������������������� ������������������� ������������ �������� ������� ����� ������������������� ��������� �����������������
���������� ����� �������� ��������� �������� ������� �������������� �������� ������� �������� ������ ���������� �������� ��������� �������� ������� ��������
���������� ���� ������������������� ����� ����������������� �������� �������� �������� ����������������� ��������� ������������������ ��������
���������� ����� �������� �������� ���������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� ������� ����� ��������
���������� ����� ������������������ ������ �������� ������������������������ ��������� ������ �������� �������������������������������������� ������
������������������������ �������� �������� ������������ ��������������� ������ �������� ��������� �������� ��������� ������� ��������
���������� ����� ���������� �������� ���� �������� �������� ��������� �������� �������� �������� ��������� ��������� ��������������������
���������� ���� �������� �������� �������� ����������������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������������������������������������� ���������������������
���������� ���� ���������� �������� ��������� ����������� ���������� �������� �������� ����������� ���������� ���������� �������� ����������� ��������� ��������� �������� ���������
���������� ���� ������������ ������������������ ����������������������� �������� ������������������� �������������������� ������������ ������������������
���������� ���� ������������� �������� �������� �������� ������� �������� �������� �������������������������� ������ �������� ���������� �������� ��������
���������� ���� ��������������� ��������������� ��������������� ��������������� ��������������� �������� �������� ��������� �������� ������������������
�� � � ����� �������������������� ������������� ������ ������ ������� ��������� ������������������� �������� �������� ������������������� ���������� ��������
�� � � ����� �������� ���������������������������� ��������������� ������������������� ������ �������� �������� �����������������
���������� ����� ������������������ �������������� �������� �������� ��������� ��������� �������������� �������������� ��������������� ������
���������� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��������� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �������� ��������� ����� ��������
���������� ����� ��������������� ���������������� ������������������� ����������������� ����� ��������� ������������������� ������������������ ������ ��������
���������� ����� ����������������� �������������� ��������� ������������ ���������������� ����������������� ����������������� ����������
���������� ������� ��������������� ����� �������� ������� �������� ��������� �������� �������� �������� ���������� ����������� ��������
�

������������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������
����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����
���������� ���� �������� ������ �������������� ����� �������� ��������� ���������� ����������������� ����������������� ������������������ ��������������
���������� ��� ������������ ���������������������������������� ����������������������������� �������������������������������� ���������������������������
�� � � ������ ������������� ������������� ������� ��������� �������� ����������������������������������� ����� ����������
���������� ����� �������������� ���������� ����� ����� �������� ����������������������� �������������� ������������ ����� ����������
���������� ��� ������������������ �������� �������� ��������� �������� ���� ������� ��������� �������� �������� ��������� �������
���������� �������������� �������� ����������������� ����� ������ ������� ����� ������������ �������� ����� �����
������������������������������ ����� ��������� ����� ��� ��������� ������������� �������������� ������������������� �����
���������� ����� ������� ��������� ������� ��������� ����� ��������� ������� ���������������� ���������������������� ����� ���������
���������� ���� ���������� ��������� �������� ������ �������� ������� ��������� ���������� ���������������� ������� ������� ������������������ �������� �������
���������� ����� ������� ��������������������� ������� �������� �������� ������� ������� ������� �������� �������������������� �������������� ��������� �������
���������� ����� ��������� ���������������� ����� �������� �������� ��������� ����������������������������������������������� �����
��������������������������� ������ ���������������������������������������������� ������������ ���������� �������������������������������������
���������� ����� ���� ����������������������������������� ��������������� ���� ����������������������������������� �������������
���������� ���� ��������� ���������������������������� ��������� ������������������ ��������� ��������� ���������
���������� ���� ����������� ��������� ��������� �������� �������� �������� ��������� ������� ������� ������� ���������������������������� ���������������������
���������� ���� ����������������� ����������������� ����������������� ���������� ���������������� ����������������� ����������������� ����������
���������� ���� ������������������ �������������������������������� ������������� �������� ����������������� ������������������ �������������
���������� ���� �������� ������� ������������������ ���������������������������������� ��������������� ��������������� ���������������
�� � � ����� ������ �������� �������� �������� ������� ������� ����� ����� ���������������� ����������� ����� ��������� ��������� �������
�� � � ����� ���������������� ������� ���������� ������� ������ ��������� ������� ����������������������������������������������� ������� ��������� ��������
���������� ����� ������ ������� ������� ��������� �������� �������� �������� �������� ����� ������� ���������� ���������� �������� ���������
���������� ����� ������������������������������������ ������������������ ������������� ������������������ ������������������ ������������� ������������������
���������� ����� ����� ����� ���������� ����� ����� ��� ������� ����������� ������� ��������� �������� ����� ��������
���������� ����� ��������������� ������������ ����� ����� �������� �������� ����� ������ ���������� ����� ���������
���������� ������������������������ ������ ������� ����������� ������������������ ����������� ������ ������� ����������� �����������

���������������������
�����������������������������
���������������������������

���������������
�����������������������������

�����������
�����������

��������

�����������������������������

����������������
���������������

���������
���������

����

"The best selelction of draught beer on Salt Spring."
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Salt Spring Driftwood: Main Movie Breakout for 
Jan 12, 2005 to Jan 18, 2005

WEDNESDAY, JAN 12
7:00 PM

3\ ++ Living In Fear (2001, Mystery) 
A man is met with hostility when he returns for 
the reading of his father’s will. Marcia Cross, 
Katherine Helmond (1h30)

8:00 PM
f\ +++ ... All the Marbles (aka The 
California Dolls) (1981, Comedy) A manager 
of a ladies tag-team wrestling combo will do anything 
to be great. Peter Falk, Vicki Frederick (2h30)

8:30 PM
3\ +++ Confessions of a Dangerous 
Mind (2002, Drama) A look at game show 
impresario Chuck Barris’ claims of a double life as a 
CIA operative. Sam Rockwell, Drew Barrymore 
(2h)

9:00 PM
4\ Home Team (1999, Suspense) A soccer 
coach learns what life is really about as poor kids fight 
to keep their home. Steve Guttenberg, Derek 
Lebrero (2h)
e\ + Riding in Cars With Boys (2001, 
Comedy/Drama) A young woman struggles to 
finish school after becoming a mother at the age of 
16. Drew Barrymore, Steve Zahn (2h30)
o\ ++ Hook (1991, Fantasy) A grown-up 
Peter Pan must return to Neverland to rescue his 
kids from Captain Hook. Robin Williams, Dustin 
Hoffman (2h20)

10:00 PM
r\ +++ Bed and Board (1970, Drama) A 
married man expecting a child begins a love affair with 
one of his coworkers. Antoine Doinel, Jacques 
Tati (2h)

10:30 PM
3\ + Sol Goode (2001, Comedy) A 
charismatic hustler tries to change his ways and win 
over his best friend. Balthazar Getty, Katharine 
Towne (1h45)

THURSDAY, JAN 13
6:00 PM

r\ ++ Virgin and the Gypsy (1970, 
Drama) An innocent country girl engages in 
a romance with a handsome gypsy. Joanna 
Shimkus, Franco Nero (2h)

7:00 PM
3\ ++++ The Barbarian Invasions 
(2003, Comedy/Drama) Friends, family and 
former lovers gather round a dying man for laughter 
and remembrance. Remy Girard, Stéphane 
Rousseau (2h)

8:00 PM
f\ +++ Night and the City (1992, 
Action) A boxing promoter does what it takes to 
become famous but eventually finds only trouble. 
Robert De Niro, Jessica Lange (2h)

9:00 PM
3\ ++ Jeepers Creepers 2 (2003, 
Horror) A basketball team’s bus is attacked by a 
flesh-eating beast that attacks every 23 years. Ray 
Wise, Jonathan Breck (2h)
e\ ++++ The Sixth Sense (1999, 
Thriller) A psychologist tries to help a young boy 
who is haunted by ghosts that want his help. Bruce 
Willis, Haley Joel Osment (2h)
o\ The Naked Gun: From The Files Of 
Police Squad! (1988) An incompetent lieutenant 
must prevent the murder of Queen Elizabeth II. 
Leslie Nielsen, Priscilla Presley (1h30)
l\ +++ A Man Called Peter (1955, 
Biography) The story of Scottish-born Presbyterian 
minister and world-renowned author Peter Marshall. 
Richard Todd, Jean Peters (2h)

10:00 PM
r\ +++ Lost in Yonkers (1993, Comedy/
Drama) A struggling widower leaves his two sons 
with his German mother so he can earn a living. 
Richard Dreyfuss, Irene Worth (2h15)

11:00 PM
3\ +++ Cold Mountain (2003, 
Romance) A wounded Civil War soldier heads for 
North Carolina to reunite with the woman he loves. 
Nicole Kidman, Jude Law (2h45)

FRIDAY, JAN 14
6:00 PM

r\ +++ By Dawn's Early Light (1990, 
Thriller) Political and military conflicts arise as the 
east and west prepare for a nuclear war. Powers 
Boothe, Rebecca De Mornay (2h)
t\ Hitler: The Rise of Evil (2003, War) 
Explores Adolf Hitler’s rise to power in Germany 
during the years prior to World War II. Robert 
Carlyle, Stockard Channing (2h)

7:00 PM
3\ ++ The Perfect Score (2004, 
Comedy) Six high school seniors decide to steal 
the answers to their upcoming SAT tests. Scarlett 
Johansson, Erika Christensen (1h30)
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FRIDAY, JAN 14
7:30 PM

o\ Just For Kicks (2003, Comedy) A 
once-pathetic Terrier team rises to greatness under 
Coach Rudy’s tutelage. Tom Arnold, Cole 
Sprouse (1h30)

8:00 PM
q\ ++++ The Bridge On the River 
Kwai (1957, War) A ruthless Japanese 
commander orders British POWs to build a bridge 
over the river Kwai. William Holden, Alec 
Guinness (3h)
f\ +++ Perry Mason Returns (1985, 
Mystery) A lawyer steps down from a judgeship 
to defend his one time secretary, Della Street. 
Raymond Burr, Barbara Hale (2h)

8:30 PM
3\ + Catch That Kid (2004, Adventure) 
A girl and her friends rob her mother’s bank in order 
to pay for her father’s operation. Kristen Stewart, 
Corbin Bleu (1h30)

9:00 PM
e\ +++ Beverly Hills Cop (1984, 
Comedy) A Detroit police officer goes to Los 
Angeles to track down his best friend’s killer. Eddie 
Murphy, Judge Reinhold (2h)
o\ +++ The Three Musketeers (1993, 
Adventure) The Musketeers fight a corrupt 
Cardinal who wants the power of the throne for 
himself. Tim Curry, Chris O’Donnell (2h15)
p\ ++ Clear and Present Danger 
(1994, Thriller) A strike force is sent in when an 
agent is assigned to investigate Colombian drug 
cartels. Harrison Ford, Willem Dafoe (3h)

9:30 PM
9\\ ++++ Birdman of Alcatraz (1962, 
Biography) A surly convicted murderer redeems 
himself when he becomes a renowned bird expert. 
Burt Lancaster, Karl Malden (2h30)

9:45 PM
r\ ++ Maslin Beach (1998, Comedy) 
Follow the stories of a range of characters on South 
Australia’s famous nude beach. Michael Allen, 
Eliza Lovell (1h45)

10:00 PM
3\ +++ Terminator 3: Rise of the 
Machines (2003, Action) A deadly Terminatrix 
arrives to kill teenagers destined to save the world 
from machines. Arnold Schwarzenegger, Nick 
Stahl (2h)
t\ Hitler: The Rise of Evil (2003, War) 
Explores Adolf Hitler’s rise to power in Germany 
during the years prior to World War II. Robert 
Carlyle, Stockard Channing (2h)

11:15 PM
o\ ++ Back to the Beach (1987, 
Comedy) While visiting their daughter, Frankie 
and Annette return to the beaches of Los Angeles. 
Frankie Avalon, Annette Funicello (1h30)

SATURDAY, JAN 15
6:00 PM

t\ +++ Sleepers (1996, Thriller) Four 
young men who were abused as boys seek revenge 
years later. Brad Pitt, Kevin Bacon (3h)

7:00 PM
2\ +++ The Iron Giant (1999, 
Animated) The story of a 1950s boy who 
befriends an innocent iron giant visitor from outer 
space. Voices of Jennifer Aniston, Vin Diesel 
(2h)
3\ ++ Welcome To Mooseport (2004, 
Comedy) A local man takes on a former U.S. 
president in a small town’s mayoral race. Ray 
Romano, Gene Hackman (2h)

7:30 PM
0\ C't'à ton tour, Laura Cadieux (1998, 
Comédie) Une journée dans la vie de femmes 
obèses qui se réunissent chaque semaine. Ginette 
Reno, Pierrette Robitaille (2h)

8:00 PM
4\ ++ Little Men (1997, Drama) The tale 
of two kids, one the recipient of a kind benefactor 
and the other on the run. Mariel Hemingway, 
Chris Sarandon (2h)
f\ +++ Lethal Weapon 2 (1989, 
Action) Detectives Riggs and Murtaugh are once 
again on the trail of South African drug dealers. Mel 
Gibson, Danny Glover (2h30)

9:00 PM
2\ ++++ Star Wars: A New Hope 
(1977, Sci-Fi) Dark times fall upon a galactic 
empire when a rebel princess is captured by the dark 
side. Mark Hamill, Harrison Ford (2h)
3\ ++ Paycheck (2003, Sci-Fi) After his 
memory is erased, an engineer tries to recall his past 
and escape police. Ben Affleck, Uma Thurman 
(2h)
e\ + Second Skin (2000, Thriller) A 
man running away from his past falls for a woman 
with secrets of her own. Peter Fonda, Angus 
MacFadyen (2h)
r\ ++ 10 (1979, Comedy) The pursuit of 
a beautiful girl by a composer takes him to a luxury 
Mexican hotel. Dudley Moore, Bo Derek 
(2h15)
t\ +++ Sleepers (1996, Thriller) Four 
young men who were abused as boys seek revenge 
years later. Brad Pitt, Kevin Bacon (3h)
o\ ++ Weekend at Bernie's II (1993, 
Comedy) Two men use a corpse to frantically track 
down hidden money in order to clear their names. 
Andrew McCarthy, Jonathan Silverman 

10:30 PM
o\ +++ Everyone Says I Love You 
(1996, Musical) The misadventures of an upper-
class Manhattan family, at home, in Venice and Paris. 
Julia Roberts, Goldie Hawn (1h40)

11:00 PM
2\ ++++ Godzilla (1954, Sci-Fi) A 
prehistoric reptile invades downtown Tokyo after 
being revived by nuclear testing. Akira Takarada, 
Kin Sugai (2h)
3\ ++ Ned Kelly (1970, Biography) 
The story of the legendary 19th-century Australian 
outlaw, whose story outgrew his life. Mick Jagger, 
Sue Lloyd (2h)
0\ +++ Permis de tuer (1989, Histoire 
policière) Un agent secret recherche un trafiquant 
de drogue qui a attaqué un couple d’amis. Timothy 
Dalton, Carey Lowell (2h50)

11:15 PM
r\ ++ A Dangerous Woman (1993, 
Drama) A woman’s inability to lie brings her into 
conflict with the people in her life. Debra Winger, 
Barbara Hershey (2h)

SUNDAY, JAN 16
6:00 PM

3\ +++ The Butterfly Effect (2004, 
Sci-Fi) In an attempt to cure his blackouts, a 
student projects back to childhood traumas. Ashton 
Kutcher, Melora Walters (2h)
r\ +++ A Walk in the Clouds (1995, 
Romance) A disillusioned World War II soldier 
gallantly offers to help an unwed pregnant girl. 
Keanu Reeves, Aitana Sanchez-Gijon (2h)
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GISS dancers get jazzy for performance

READY TO DANCE: Gulf Islands Secondary School 
Grades 11 and 12 dancers prepare for their end-of-
semester performance, set for ArtSpring on January 
19 and 20.

johncameron.ca

Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) dancers are 
set for a jazz extravaganza at 
their end-of-semester dance 
performance next week.

“The senior dance class 
has been busy tappin’ their 
toes, swinging their hips, 
turning ‘round and hop-
pin’ high in preparation for 
Jazzifyin,” said GISS dance 
teacher Sonia Langer.

The show runs at Art-
Spring on Wednesday and 
Thursday, January 19-20, at 
7:30 p.m.

The 20 Grade 11 and 12 
students have been study-
ing the roots and origins of 
jazz music and dance, said 
Langer. As a result, they will 
dazzle the audience with the 
Charleston from the 1920s, 
the shim sham from the 
1930s, swing dance from the 
1940s and some funky, swin-
gin’ grooves from the 1950s.  

The show will also give 
the audience a chance to 
enjoy ballet, hip hop and 
contemporary choreography. 
Tickets are $8 for students 
and $10 for adults.

Tea leaf class warms up ‘seers’
How does sharing a hot 

cup of tea in a warm atmo-
sphere with the opportunity 
to hone your intuitive skills 
sound right about now?

During the oh-so-cold 
month of January, islanders 
have the rare opportunity to 
learn how to read tea leaves 
right on Salt Spring Island.

Local tea leaf reader Tanya 
Lester, who usually teaches 
the Art of Tea Leaf Read-
ing at Saanich Common-
wealth Place, has responded 
to requests for an on-island 
workshop, which will be held 
on January 16 and 23 from 1 
to 4 p.m. on both Sundays.

“Amazing magic takes 
place,” said Lester, in refer-
ence to her experience as a 
workshop facilitator. “I do 
everything in my psychic 
power to make it interest-
ing, informative and easy 
for participants to make the 
leap into the seer’s world. 
Those present can feel it in 
the energy of the space that 
we work in. It is an invigo-
rating and delightful natural 
high.”

Lester has about a decade 
of tea leaf reading experi-
ence.

She reads for people from 
many parts of the world 

and from absolutely every 
walk of life. She read radio 
announcer Bill Richardson’s 
cup on CBC Radio. She met 
Goldie Hawn and read her 
son’s leaves at the Ganges 
Market a few years ago. 

She is also a published 
author with over a decade of 
experience teaching writing 
courses.

The workshop costs only 
$50 and takes place at Les-
ter’s Ganges space. To reg-
ister, to get directions on 
the workshop location and 
for more information, call 
Tanya at 538-0086 or e-mail 
t_lester@yahoo.com.

Snow-buried shows rescheduled
Weather has postponed two high school 

performances that were set to hit the Art-
Spring stage this week. 

The Gulf Islands Secondary School music 
program concert was supposed to run tonight 

(Wednesday), with the Grade 9-10 drama 
department play building show scheduled 
for Thursday.  The musical evening has been 
bumped to Monday, January 24, and the 
drama event is now on the 27th.
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SPRING 2005 COURSE CALENDAR

1.   ACADEMIC
SPR.05.01 Introduction to Chaucer: First Fragment 
of Canterbury Tales. 
A discussion of the first fragment of the 
Canterbury Tales. (I.E. The General Prologue 
and tales of the Knight, Miller, Reeve and 
Cook) will be covered.  The text will be in 
Middle English, a version of our modern 
language which students will find both easy 
and delightful to learn to read. The class will 
take a seminar/discussion format in which all 
views and opinions will be welcome.
SCHEDULING: 6 Tuesdays - Feb. 8 to Mar. 15 - 7 to 
9 pm.
LOCATION: Mormon Church. 
COST: $90.95 + book purchase $15.00 (payable 
to the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR:  John Mills is a Professor Emeritus 
of SFU’s English Department, where he 
concentrated on the medieval period. John 
has also published many novels and essay 
collections as well as reviews and scholarly 
essays.

SPR.05.02 Invisible History: First Nations in the Gulf 
Islands. 
A six-part introduction to First Nations’ culture 
and history in the Southern Gulf Islands. 
Topics will include creation stories, spirituality, 
language, technology and history based on 
historical documents, archaeology and First 
Nations’ oral history.
SCHEDULING:  6 Tuesdays - Feb. 8 to Mar. 15 - 7 
to 9 pm.
LOCATION: ArtSpring: Guild Room.
COST: $96.30. 
INSTRUCTOR: Chris Arnett is an artist, author and 
musician who has lived on Salt Spring Island 
for over 16 years. Chris has authored and co-
authored several books and articles on British 
Columbian history including “The Terror of the 
Coast: Land Alienation and Colonial War on 
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands, 1849-
1863” (Talonbooks, Burnaby 1999). In 2000-
2001 Chris taught full-time in the First Nations 
Studies Department at Malaspina University 
College in Nanaimo, and continues to work 
with local First Nations on a variety of research 
topics pertaining to history and culture. 

2.  THE ARTS

SPR.05.03 Life Drawing.
This course will offer instruction in clearly 
seeing what you are looking at and transposing 
this to a one-dimensional surface by drawing 
accurately. It will help you to think visually. 
The fundamentals of drawing the human form 
will be explored including proportion anatomy 
and foreshortening. Drawing boards will be 
available for purchase.
SCHEDULING: 6 Wednesdays - Feb. 23 to April 13 
(no classes March 16 & 23) - 7 to 9 pm.
LOCATION: ArtSpring, Bateman Gallery.
COST:    $149.80  (includes model costs).
TOOLS: 2,4 & 6 B pencils, white drawing paper, 
11x14 or 14x17, drawing board.
INSTRUCTOR: Charles Breth is a well-known artist 
and teacher with a solid background education 
in the arts. 

SPR.05.04 Inside Out – Double Walled Basket.
This basket is adapted from an original 
Cherokee design where two baskets are woven 
as one unit.  The inner basket is woven first 
and then its spokes are rolled over and an 
outer basket is woven making it double-walled!  
There will be many colours of reed available to 
create striking patterns using different weaves.  
While some experience is helpful, beginners 
are welcome.
SCHEDULING: Sat. and Sun. - February 19 and 20 
- 10 am to 5 pm.
LOCATION: SS Elementary School Community 
Room.
COST:  $112.50 + $40.00 (for materials payable 
to the Instructor at start of course).
TOOLS: Scissors and/or diagonal cutting clippers 
for reed, small needle nose or round nose 
pliers, small awl, measuring tape, clothes pegs, 
bucket, towel, pencil (instructor will have extras 
of all of these).
INSTRUCTOR: Donna Cochran is a basket maker 
and basketry teacher whose passion for 
basketry evolved over 20 years of international 
development work throughout Africa, the 
Middle East and Latin America.  Since moving 
to Salt Spring in 1995, she has been exploring 
traditional and contemporary basketry 
techniques, teaching workshops and exhibiting, 
and is a founding member of the Salt Spring 
Basketry Guild.

SPR.05.05 Market Basket. 
This is a beautiful and useful basket for you - a 
classic rectangular splint woven Market Basket 
with wooden handle, measuring 10” x 15”. 
Great for shopping, carrying garden produce or 
garden tools, etc. Participants will use flat and 
flat/oval reed to weave this very sturdy basket. 
Decorative elements like twill weave will be 
introduced. For beginner and intermediate 
basket makers.
SCHEDULING: Sunday - April 10 - 9:30 am to 5 pm.
LOCATION: SS Elementary School, Community 
Room.
COSTS: $80.25 + $35.00 (for materials payable 
to the Instructor at start of course).
TOOL LIST: Sturdy scissors, old towel, spray bottle 
and measuring tape.
INSTRUCTOR: Joan Carrigan discovered basketry in 
1991 and has since studied with numerous 
outstanding basket makers, acquiring a broadly 
based knowledge of basketry techniques and 
materials. She teaches extensively, exhibits 
her work in international juried shows and is a 
founding member of the SSI Basketry Guild.

SPR.05.06  1.   Decorative Capitals. 
Called “versals”, these were used historically to 
mark the beginning of verses. The letter is set 
in a square that is then decorated with inks or 
watercolours. Make a card for Valentine’s Day!  

SPR.05.06  2:   Monoline Calligraphy on Rice Paper.
Combine the transparency of rice paper with 
metallic inks and watercolours to produce an 
ethereal haiku.  Write out a haiku and then 
paint a backing to produce letters that “float 
above” the colourful background. Bring a 
notebook for both classes.
SCHEDULING 1: Saturday - Feb. 5 - 10 am to 4 pm.
SCHEDULING 2: Saturday - Feb 19 - 10 am to 4pm.
LOCATION: Mormon Church Small Room.
COST:  $101.65 + $15.00 (for both courses, 
materials payable to the Instructor at start of 
course).
INSTRUCTOR: Delaine Faulkner (see below)
Tools: notebook, pencil, eraser, waterproof pen, 
inks, gel pens, watercolours.

SPR.05. 07 Calligraphy: Condensed Italics. 
The italic form of script is graceful, legible and 
useful for many purposes and this course will 
give a basic understanding of its forms along 
with variations. There will be examples provided 
of both historic and modern usages to inspire 
your own work. Bring a notebook. Paper, liners, 
pen nib and holder will be provided, along with 
example sheets.
SCHEDULING:  6 Wednesdays - Feb. 23 to Apr. 6 
(no class Mar. 23) - 7 to 9 pm.
LOCATION: ArtSpring, Conference Room.
COST:    $112.35  + $20.00 (for materials 
payable to the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR: Delaine Faulkner – A local islander, 
Delaine has been practicing calligraphy for 
over 25 years and has attended international 
calligraphy conventions. She teaches locally.

3. COMPUTERS
SPR.05.08 Excel 1.
“Help, my Accounts are a Mess!” Family 
finances, bank accounts, investments, income 
tax returns, collections and ideas, are all daily 
facts of our lives and can be efficiently and 
easily tracked.  You will learn to perform the 
basics of Excel, such as entering and editing 
information, performing basic calculations 
and functions, formatting spreadsheets and 
managing data.  
SCHEDULING: 6 Mondays - Feb. 7 to Mar. 14 - 7 
to 9 pm.
LOCATION: GISS Computer Lab.
COST:   $149.80 + $15.00 (for materials 
payable to the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR: Philip Benson (see below).

SPR.05.09 Word 1 and II.
Learn at Your Own Pace! Would you describe 
your learning of Word as ‘trial and error’? If 
you want to learn the right way, or if you have 
had experience or training, this course will 
add to your knowledge.  Rather than teaching 
to the class as a whole, Philip will teach 
the individual; thus, the class size is small.  
He will provide one-on-one instruction to 
accommodate each learner’s particular needs 
and level of experience.  This course offers 
principles of word-processing that are involved 
in creating, editing, printing, storing text, and 
more.  You will get plenty of practice and 
encouragement!  
SCHEDULING: 6 Wednesdays, Feb. 9 to Mar. 16 - 7 
to 9 pm.
LOCATION: GISS Computer Lab.
COST:   $149.80 + $15.00 (for materials 
payable to the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR: Philip Benson (see below). 

SPR.05.10 Access. 
This course is for complete beginners. When 
confidence is gained using a simple database 
the learner will be taught how to create a 
database from scratch.  You will create and 
work with tables and forms, then learn how to 
extract and sort information using queries.
SCHEDULING: 6 Thursdays - Feb. 10 to Mar .17 - 7 
to 9 pm.
LOCATION: GISS Computer Lab.
COST: $149.80 + $15.00 (for materials payable 
to the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR: Philip Benson: A recent addition 
to Salt Spring, Philip brings from England a 
wealth of knowledge and experience in both 
teaching and computer skills.

SPR.05.11 Photoshop. 
Demystifying digital photography and imaging 
in Adobe Photoshop.  Learn comprehensive 
techniques and solutions including input 
and output formats, hardware (cameras and 
scanners), application overview, profession-
specific techniques and tutorials.
SCHEDULING: 6 Tuesdays, Feb. 15 to Mar. 29 (no 
class Mar. 22) - 7 to 9 pm.
LOCATION: GISS Computer Lab.
COST:  $149.80 + $2.00 (for instructional CD 
payable to the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR: Andrew Poystila, who is new to Salt 
Spring, brings 16 years of production design 
and a vast skill, set in multi-media production, 
from broadcast animation to corporate 
presentations and marketing deliveries.

4.  HEALTH AND WELLNESS
SPR.05.12 Creating Intimacy. 
Identify elements needed to create lasting 
intimacy in all relationships. We will look 
at relationship patterns, core beliefs, paths 
through conflict and disowned parts in 
relationships. Lecture and interactive format. 
Bring a notebook.
SCHEDULING: Saturday - Feb. 5 - 10 am to 4 pm.
LOCATION: Baptist Church, Lower Level.
COST:  $80.25 + $5.00 (for materials payable to 
the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTORS:  Sharon Bronstein MSW, and Alan 
Caplan MA are registered clinical counsellors. 
Sharon has been a therapist for 24 years and 
has trained counsellors. Alan works in Nanaimo 
specializing in work with men’s issues. Together, 
they lead relationship workshops. 

SPR.05.13 Support & Strength:  Women’s Group. 
From time immemorial women have sat 
together in circle. In this women’s group, using 
expressive art therapy, discussion and process 
you will be introduced to different ways of 
exploring who we are as women. Confidentiality 
will be observed to ensure a safe environment.
SCHEDULING: 6 Wednesdays - Feb. 9 to Mar. 16 - 1 
to 3 pm. 
LOCATION: Mormon Church. 
COST:  $85.60 + $5.00 (for materials payable to 
the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTORS: Sharon Bronstein, MSW, has been 
a therapist for 24 years and enjoys using 
expressive arts in her workshops. Oni Freeman, 
MFT, is an experienced and licensed therapist 
who specializes in women’s groups and sand-
play therapy.

5.   HOUSE AND HOME
SPR.05.14 Bed and Breakfast Primer.
Do you have what it takes? The course is 
intended for a general audience of islanders 
contemplating opening their homes to 

tourist accommodation. It is intended to 
provide a “heads up” on the expectations of 
professionals in the industry and the various 
administrative and legal considerations with 
which an individual must be familiar.
SCHEDULING: 2 Wednesdays – Mar. 9 & 16 – 7 to 
10 pm.
LOCATION: Harbour House, Blue Room.
COST:   $64.20  + $3.00 (for materials payable 
to the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR:  Ralph and/or Lynn Bischoff are 
successful B& B owners and operators, familiar 
with all licensing, accreditations, by-laws, fire 
regulations, tax implications, insurance and 
ways to finance a business.

SPR.05.15 Indigenous Plants and their Uses.
Discover wild plants found on Salt Spring for 
herbal and culinary uses.  Wander with Dan 
through the gardens at the Salt Spring Centre.  
Bring a notebook and a small plastic bag for 
samples and rain gear if necessary.
SCHEDULING: Saturday – April 9 – noon to 3 pm.
LOCATION: Salt Spring Centre, 355 Blackburn Rd. 
COST:  $32.10. 
INSTRUCTORS:  Dan Jason – A 28 year resident 
of Salt Spring. Dan, whose interest began in 
early childhood, has owned and operated Salt 
Spring Seeds for the past 20 years.  Dan has 
authored many books including a B.C. best-
seller – “Some Useful Wild Plants.”
 

SPR.05.16 Upholstery.
Foot Stool – Trash to Treasure. How many of 
you have a raggedy footstool that just needs a 
little fabric, a little time, a little energy, a little 
know-how, and a few tools to transform it into 
a beautiful piece of furniture?  Maybe you 
just have a wooden box that would pass for a 
footstool with some fabric and feet?
SCHEDULING:  3 Sundays – Feb. 13 to 27 – 9 am 
to noon.
LOCATION: Instructor’s home.
COST:  $80.25 + $7.00 for materials + cost 
for chosen material (will vary) payable to the 
Instructor.
INSTRUCTOR: Cayt McGuire:  Cayt’s first job 
when she arrived on Salt Spring in 1984 
was as a helper to Master Woodworker, Iltyd 
Perkins, where she learned the basics of 
furniture construction and finishing, as well as 
traditional rushing, caning, and weaving chair 
seats. Having worked with fabric for most of 
her life, and having learned to work with wood 
more recently, the jump to upholstering and 
repairing furniture, was a very small one…. “It’s 
like making designer clothes for your furniture.”

SPR.05.17 Year Round Harvest. 
Are you sick of well-travelled, unripe vegetables 
at exorbitant winter prices? Make the most of 
your garden and savour home grown fruits and 
veggies all year. Learn what varieties of more 
than 30 winter-hardy veggies to grow. Work on 
your own planting plan that suits your tastes 
and space and much more!
SCHEDULING: Saturday – Mar. 19 – 9:30 am to 
4:30 pm.
LOCATION: Harbour House Blue Room

COST:  $69.55 + $15.00 (for course manual 
payable to the Instructor at start of course). 
INSTRUCTOR: Linda Gilkeson Ph.D. An avid 
gardener all her life, Linda earned her Ph.D. 
in entomology and worked for a company 
rearing beneficial insects. She developed the 
“Year Round Harvest” course to spread the 
word on simple ways to have fresh produce all 
year.  Currently Linda is the President of the SS 
Garden Club.

6.  KIDS’ STUFF
SPR.05.18 Easter Bread Basket. 
(For ages 8 to 13 years.) Create an Easter 
basket from bread dough and then bake it in 
a wood fired oven.  Great for Easter eggs! One 
adult needed to help and fun for all. Bring a 
metal bowl, 12” or less in diameter and an 
apron!
SCHEDULING: Sunday - Mar. 13 - 1 to 4 pm.
LOCATION:  Instructor’s home.
COST:    $42.80 + $5.00 (for materials payable 
to the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR:  Heather Campbell.  Salt Spring’s 
well-known “Bread Lady” has been baking 
organic artisan breads in a wood fired oven 
since 1996.

7.   LANGUAGES
SPR.05.19 Conversational French.
An intermediate course for those who wish 
to improve their skills in French.  Come and 
converse with other classmates and the 
instructor. Topics discussed might be travel, 
home, what you love the most in your life: art, 
gardening, languages, French videos, sports 
and life on Salt Spring.
SCHEDULING: 6 Saturdays - Feb. 5 to Mar. 12 -  
10 am to noon.
LOCATION: Mormon Church.
COST:  $107.00.  
INSTRUCTOR: Nathalie Carles was born in Lyon, 
France and lived for many years in Paris.  
She taught French in an English School in 
Switzerland and speaks clear international 
French.

SPR.05.20 Advanced Introduction to Spanish.
For those that have taken the introductory 
course with Javiera or for folks who have “un 
poco de Espanol.” She teaches in a creative 
way to add to your confidence with the 
language.
SCHEDULING:  10 Saturdays - Feb. 12 to Apr. 16 
- 10 am to noon.
LOCATION: Baptist Church, Lower Level.
COST:  $139.10  + $10.00 (for materials and 
coffee payable to the Instructor at start of 
course).
INSTRUCTOR:  Javiera Lara-Faure: (see below).

SPR.05.21 Introduction to Spanish for the Novice.
This course is a repeat of last fall’s very 
popular course.  You already know many 
Spanish words.  Come and find out more. 
This course is 10 weeks and will build your 
vocabulary in a creative way to help you travel, 
shop for groceries or trinkets and sight see in a 
Spanish speaking country.
SCHEDULING:  10 Saturdays - Feb. 12 to Apr. 16 
- 1 to 3 pm. 
LOCATION: Baptist Church, Lower Level.
COST:  $139.10 + $10.00 (for materials and 
coffee payable to the Instructor at start of 
course).

INSTRUCTOR:  Javiera Lara-Faure: Born in Chile, 
Spanish is her first language and she has 
travelled in many Spanish-speaking countries.  
Javiera has lived on Salt Spring for the last four 
years, is a Spanish tutor and uses a creative 
model to teach.

8.   LEISURE
SPR.05.22 Intermediate Bridge. 
A detailed course. George will start with 
Stayman and work up to more sophisticated 
systems. He will also stress the theory and 
play of defence along with “lead directing” 
signals as well as squeeze plays and end 
runs. Students will play  “Swiss Teams” 
again - perhaps the most fun part of bridge 
competition.
SCHEDULING: 8 Thursdays, Feb. 10 to Apr. 7,  
(no class Feb. 17) - 7 to 9 pm.
LOCATION: OAP Hall, Fulford Hall.
COST: $85.60 + $5.00 (for materials payable to 
the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR:  George Laundry. An experienced 
bridge teacher, George has been a long-time 
bridge master and tournament “junkie” at the 
national level. NOTE: Please be prepared to 
find a spare if you miss a session.

SPR.05.23 Cookery. Dim Sum.
These are small snacks usually containing 
meat, often cooked by steaming or stir-frying.  
Students will participate in the making of these 
snacks and will finish the day with a hearty 
meal. They will be given recipes for each of the 
8 courses and information in general about 
Chinese cooking techniques and ingredients. 
Help welcome in the Chinese New Year of the 
rooster! Please bring an apron, notebook and 
an appetite!
SCHEDULING:   Saturday - Feb. 5 - 1 to 4 pm.
LOCATION:  Instructor’s  home.

COST:  $64.20 + $10.00 (for groceries payable 
to the Instructor at start of course).
INSTRUCTOR:  Susan Paynter is a retired Home 
Economics teacher and has spent her 
career introducing students to the pleasure 
of preparing and eating food from different 
cultures and encourages students to 
participate.

SPR.05.24 Cookery. Elegant Cakes and Decorations. 
Decorate cakes different ways: 1) a German 
Chocolate cake with toffee pecan coconut 
boiled icing. 2) Sachertorte with an apricot 
filling and a glossy chocolate ganache and 
gold leaf.  3) classic Black Forest Cake, and 4) 
a Genoese sponge used for Victoria Sponge. 
Please bring an apron and notebook.
SCHEDULING:  Saturday - Feb. 26 - 1 to 4 pm.
LOCATION: Lisa Lloyd’s Barn, 190 Reynolds Road.
COST: $69.55 + $13.00 (for groceries and 
recipes payable to the Instructor at start of 
course).
INSTRUCTOR:  Chef Jonn Ashlie: A long time 
resident, Jonn is a well-known chef and caterer.  
He studied culinary arts in Scotland and enjoys 
creating new recipes for excellent and frugal 
menus.

SPR.05.25 Mah Jong.
The favourite game of the Chinese, blending 
memory, skill and strategy. No partner to 
disappoint, no critics, and a wonderful way to 
keep the brain active and enjoy a game with 
friends. You will learn basic skills, rituals and 
etiquette and how to play and score games. 
Handouts. Optional purchase of Mah Jong 
book $21.00. Please bring Mah Jong if you 
have it.
SCHEDULING:  4 Wednesdays - Feb. 2 to 23  - 7 to 
9 pm.
LOCATION: Seniors for Seniors.
COST:   $70.62 + $.25 (for materials payable to 
the Instructor at start of course). 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mary Lauzon, a resident of SSI since 
1991, has instructed Mah Jong at Seniors for 
Seniors since 1992.

SPR.05.26 Woodworking: the Basics. 
Make a blanket box or toy chest and learn tool 
skills: measuring, cutting, joinery, adornments 
and finishes. You will also learn about safety 
and use sophisticated tools. Please bring 
cordless drill/screwdriver if you have one and a 
measuring tape.
SCHEDULING:  7 Mondays - Feb. 7 to Apr. 4 (no 
class date(s) TBA) - 7 to 9 pm.
LOCATION: SIMS Woodworking Shop.
COST:  $139.10 + $20.00 to $70.00 depending 
on wood chosen (payable to the Instructor at 
start of course). 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mitch Howard works with wood as 
a hobbyist and teaches safe woodworking to 
students at the Middle School. 

INFORMATION LOCATIONS:
• January 21 & 22 

(Friday and Saturday)  
Community Room,  

Salt Spring Elementary School, 
10am to 4pm

•  Phone-In – 537-0037 
• January 24 to 31 (Daily pickup)

•  Driftwood Registration Form 
• Any time until January 31 (Daily pickup)

Registrations will be taken on a first come/paid first served basis.
All costs include GST.  

 We accept Cheques, Cash and Salt Spring Dollars.
A limited amount of financial aid is available.   

For more information please leave a message at 537-0037.

P R E S E N T E D  B Y :

Salt Spring Island
Society for Community Education

Box 329, Ganges, SSI, 
BC, V8K 2V9 

(250-537-0037)

Place this form together with a cheque for the total amount in a sealed envelope and either mail to Box 329, Ganges, SSI, V8K 2V9 or drop it into the Community 
Education Box at Salt Spring Books.

COURSE #         COURSE NAME                COST:

SPR. 05
SPR. 05
SPR. 05
SPR. 05
SPR. 05

TOTAL COST:

I would like to register for a Spring 2005 Course with 
SSI Community Education (537-0037).
Name (Last name first):______________________
________________________________________
Address: _________________________________ 
V8K ____________________________________  
Phone: __________________________________
Make cheque out to: Community Education   
THANKS!

• Binders
Driftwood Desk, Library,  

PARC Desk, School Board Office, 
and Salt  Spring Books  
(all binders will contain  

registration forms, envelopes 
and instructions).

• Online:
www.crd.bc.ca.ssiparc

• Posters
various bulletin boards
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HARBOUR HOUSE
Licensed Liquor Store

Great parking, prices, selection and staff
Open Daily 9am - 11pm

537-1919
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Actors test limits with GISS monologues
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Drama students at Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) are taking risks with 
demanding psychologi-
cal monologues during an 
upcoming performance on 
January 21-22.

“I’m wondering who 
might come to see this,” said 
GISS drama teacher Jason 
Donaldson. “It’s sort of 
exciting.”

Three students from the 
Gulf Islands School of Per-
forming Arts (GISPA) will 
offer works by contempo-
rary Canadian playwrights 
for The Susan Smith Tapes 
with Monologues.

“We can do the riskier 
things to raise the bar intel-
lectually,” Donaldson said.

These avant-garde works 
are more commonly per-
formed in venues like met-
ropolitan arts clubs, fringe 
festivals and theatre-col-
lege campuses than at high 
schools.

“It’s about one young 
actor and her art,” Donald-
son said.

With a major school pro-
duction out of the way, he’s 
enjoying the freedom to pro-
mote alternative works that 
are not hampered by large-
scale budgets or providing an 
optimum number of roles.

“Look what we can get 
away with.”

The drama 9/10 class also 
plans to hold a low-cost play 
building exercise at Art-
Spring, likely on January 27. 
(An original January 13 date 
is being rescheduled.)

Pandora Morgan will 
headline the upcoming 
monologue event with an 
edgy 40-minute piece about 
an imprisoned mother who 

explains in a video letter to 
the American public why she 
drowned her children.

“She’s telling her story to 
Oprah and Jerry Springer to 
set the record straight,” Don-
aldson said.

Toronto-based poet R.M. 
Vaughn’s 1998-play titled 
The Susan Smith Tapes 
recounts a true story from 
the U.S. in the 1990s.

“Somehow we feel com-
passion for this character 
who is naïve or ignorant,” 
Donaldson said.

He’s been incredibly 
impressed by Morgan’s work 
on the project.

“It honestly puts the hair 
on my neck on end.”

She was off book with a 
fully developed understand-
ing of the character before 
he even started direction, he 
said.

“The character just really 
intrigued me, so I did a lot 
of research on my own on 
the real Susan Smith,” said 
Morgan.

The Grade 10 student 
looked at several plays before 

she settled on her pick.
“I try to look for stuff that 

will be challenging to me.”
Morgan was intrigued by 

playing a real person who 
was psychologically twisted 
but also a mother.

“I like trying to figure out 
people and figure out what 
happened to them so I can 
actually become that char-
acter.”

Due to a strong back-
ground in community the-
atre and acting workshops, 
Morgan is not daunted by 
the thought of an extended 
monologue.

“I figure it’s where I want 
to go with my life so I might 
as well challenge myself.”

The monologue event will 
open with two other shorter 
pieces: one five-minute seg-
ment from Goodnight Des-
demona (Good Morning 
Juliet), performed by Sarah 
Penhale, and another 10-
minute selection from Shy-
lock, performed by Jordan 
Roper.

Shylock is an award-win-
ning play from B.C. writer 

Mark Leiren-Young about a 
Jewish actor who finds him-
self condemned by his own 
community for his portrayal 
of Shakespeare’s notorious 
Jew.

“It’s about anti-Semitism 
in Shakespeare’s work,” said 
Donaldson.

Ann Marie MacDonald’s 
Goodnight  Desdemona 
(1988) is about a universi-
ty student who learns she’s 
been ghost-writing for her 
professor.

“She finally comes into 
her own and has an epipha-
ny about what she has been 
doing,” Donaldson said.

The role demonstrates 
phenomenal range for Pen-
hale, who is naturally soft-
spoken and recently played a 
go-getter in the Real Inspec-
tor Hound, he said.

“She is so moldable as an 
actor.”

The Susan Smith Tapes 
with Monologues will be 
held in the GISS Drama 
Room at 7 p.m. on January 
21-22. 

Tickets are $5.

Original art sale boosts tsunami relief
For art appreciators wanting to aid tsunami victims, an 

incredible opportunity to purchase fine original art works 
unfolds this week.

Island Artists for Tsunami Victims features work from Salt 
Spring’s top artists, with 100 per cent of sale proceeds being 
given to the Canadian Red Cross.

The exhibition and sale opens Thursday, January 13 at 
ArtSpring, with a reception from 6 to 9 p.m.

It runs daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18.

Nicola Wheston has been blown away by the generosity 
and co-operation she’s received in putting the show together. 

“All the artists, all the galleries and the businesses who 
have donated — they’re amazing. It has heartened me incred-
ibly.”

Organizers stress the event is not an auction, and all works 
will be priced. 

Participating are Jack Avison, Eric Klemm, Birgit Bate-
man, Anni Knoop, Robert Bateman, Michael Levy, Charles 
Breth, John MacDonald, David Borrowman, Peter MacFar-
lane, Jill Louise Campbell, Thomas McPhee, Simon Camp-
ing, Patricia Murphy-MacDonald, Ron Crawford, Morley 
Myers, Jerry Davidson, Helen Ormiston Smith, Margaret 
Day, Osman Phillips, Diana Dean, Nicola Prinsen, Lynn 
Demers, Karen Reiss, John Denniston, Bill Rhodes, Stefanie 
Denz, Michael Robb, Janet Dwyer, Kathy Robertson, Carol 
Evans, Ron Smith, Joanne Evans, Ian Thomas, Steven Fried-
man, Diana Lynn Thompson, Howard Fry, Rachel Vadebon-
coeur, Ben Goodman, Barbara Watson, Donna Hall, Ron 
Watts and Nicola Wheston.

Jambanja at SOLID dance
Snow-chilled islanders can get some warmth flooding 

back into their toes with the fabulous Zimbabwean band 
Jambanja on Saturday night. 

The highly acclaimed Victoria-based group blends African 
rhythms and funk for high-spirited, danceable grooves. 

Presented by SOLID, the Salt Spring Organization for Life 
Improvement and Development, the event is a benefit for aid 
work that SOLID is doing in Africa. 

Members of the local non-governmental organization are 
headed to South Africa and Lesotho to work on grassroots 
projects such as building community gardens, assisting 
in health clinics and working in orphanages with AIDS 
orphans. 

The January 15 family dance is open to all for a suggested 
donation of $12. Doors are at 7:30 p.m. and the music starts 
at 8:30. 

For more information, contact SOLID at 537-8735 or visit 
the website at www.solidsaltspring.com.

Letter to the editor? Press release? 
What’s On calendar event? 

Send it to news@gulfislands.net.
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SUNDAY, JAN 16
6:00 PM

t\ ++ Legends of the Fall (1994, 
Drama) Three brothers who were raised by their 
father all fall in love with the same woman. Brad 
Pitt, Sir Anthony Hopkins (3h)

8:00 PM
2\ +++ The Hamburg Cell (2004, 
True) A look at the young men in Hamburg, 
Germany, who took part in the September 11 
attacks. Karim Saleh, Kamel (2h)
r\ ++++ Coming Home (1978, 
Drama) A Marine’s wife falls in love with an 
injured veteran during her husband’s absence. 
Jane Fonda, John Voight (2h30)
f\ +++ Lethal Weapon 3 (1992, 
Action) Two detectives attempt to stop a gang of 
hoodlums who are selling armour-piercing bullets. 
Mel Gibson, Danny Glover (2h30)

9:00 PM
4\ +++ What Women Want (2000, 
Comedy) A chauvinistic executive gains the 
ability to hear what women are really thinking. Mel 
Gibson, Helen Hunt (2h30)
e\ + The Scorpion King (2002, Action) 
In ancient times, a warrior sets out to stop an evil 
swordsman from taking over the land. The Rock, 
Kelly Hu (2h)
t\ ++ Legends of the Fall (1994, 
Drama) Three brothers who were raised by their 
father all fall in love with the same woman. Brad 
Pitt, Sir Anthony Hopkins (3h)
o\ +++ Chariots of Fire (1981, Sport) 
Two very different men are trained to represent 
their country in the 1924 Olympics. Ben Cross, 
Ian Charleson (2h)
p\ ++ Windtalkers (2002, War) Nicolas 
Cage, Adam Beach (3h)

10:00 PM
3\ +++ 50 First Dates (2004, 
Romance) A veterinarian falls for a woman 
with short-term memory loss and sets out to win 
her over. Adam Sandler, Drew Barrymore 
(1h45)

10:30 PM
r\ +++ Born on the Fourth of July 
(1989, Biography) The story of Ron Kovic, a 
Vietnam vet who became an anti-war spokesman 
after his return. Tom Cruise, Willem Dafoe 
(3h)

11:00 PM
o\ +++ Ladyhawke (1985, 
Adventure) A thief befriends a mysterious 
knight, who must break a curse placed on him 
and his lover. Michelle Pfeiffer, Matthew 
Broderick (2h5)

11:35 PM
0\ Les derniers jours (1998, 
Documentaire) Nous fait partager les 
douloureux souvenirs de cinq juifs hongrois 
internés en 1944. (1h55)

11:45 PM
3\ ++ Buffalo Soldiers (1997, 
Adventure) A semi factual tale of the legendary 
African American Calvary Corp. and their mission. 
Danny Glover, Bob Gunton (1h45)

MONDAY, JAN 17
8:00 PM

f\ +++ Morning Glory (1993, Drama) 
An ex-convict who’s on parole is accused of 
murdering a woman in the town where he works. 
Christopher Reeve, Deborah Raffin (2h)

9:00 PM
o\ ++++ Moonstruck (1987, 
Romance) A woman tries to mend the feud 
between her fiancé and his brother by inviting him 
to their wedding. Cher, Nicolas Cage (1h30)

9:35 PM
3\ ++ Ned Kelly (1970, Biography) 
The story of the legendary 19th-century Australian 
outlaw, whose story outgrew his life. Mick 
Jagger, Sue Lloyd (1h55)

11:30 PM
3\ ++ Miranda (2002, Romance) A 
librarian begins an affair with a mysterious woman 
who walks into his library. Christina Ricci, John 
Simm (1h45)

TUESDAY, JAN 18
6:00 PM

r\ ++ Abba (1979, Docu-Drama) A 
rookie DJ is sent on his first assignment to follow 
ABBA on the road. Robert Hughes, Anni-Frid 
Lyngstad (2h)

8:00 PM
4\ +++ I Am Sam (2001, Drama) An 
intellectually-challenged father is suddenly forced 
to fight for custody of his child. Sean Penn, 
Michelle Pfeiffer (3h)
f\ +++ Miracle Mile (1989, 
Suspense) A musician picks up a ringing pay 
phone and learns that a nuclear war is about 
to begin. Mare Winningham, Anthony 
Edwards (2h)

9:00 PM
e\ + Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo 
(1999, Comedy) A fish-tank cleaner finds 
himself working as a gigolo for women with special 
needs. Rob Schneider, Norm McDonald 
(2h)
o\ +++ Mr. Destiny (1990, Comedy) 
A man’s life is altered when he is given a chance to 
relive a moment from his past. James Belushi, 
Linda Hamilton (1h30)
l\ +++ The Innocents (1961, Horror) 
The governess of two children becomes convinced 
that the house and grounds are haunted. 
Deborah Kerr, Michael Redgrave (2h)

10:00 PM
3\ ++ Anger Management (2003, 
Comedy) A mild-mannered man is ordered to 
see an unusual anger management specialist. 
Adam Sandler, Jack Nicholson (1h45)
r\ ++ Mr. Rock 'N Roll: The Alan 
Freed Story (1999, Drama) The story of 
legendary disc jockey Alan Freed, who introduced 
rock ‘n roll to the world. Judd Nelson, Paula 
Abdul (1h45)

11:45 PM
3\ ++ Paycheck (2003, Sci-Fi) After 
his memory is erased, an engineer tries to recall 
his past and escape police. Ben Affleck, Uma 
Thurman (2h)
r\ ++ Alive and Kicking (1996, 
Drama) A passionate young dancer re-examines 
his life and career when faced with death. Jason 
Flemyng, Antony Sher (1h45)

To advertise in  
the Gulf Islands 

Driftwood  
call Peter or Rick  

at 537-9933.



�������
������������������

����������������������

����������������������
������������������
�������������������

���������������������

���������������������

���������������������
�������

���������
����������������������
����������������������
�������
�����������������������������
������������
����������

���������������������������

�

���������������������
������������������
�������������

��������

������
������������
���������������������������������

��������������������������

���������������������������

january13
live entertainment

Simply Organic.
Barry Valentine organ re-
cital, followed by muffin 
and coffee, at All Saints, 
10:10 am
Wednesday Night Live!
Open stage at Moby’s, 
9 pm

other activities

Acupuncture De-Tox. 
Wednesdays at Commu-
nity Services, 7-9 pm

SSI Historical Society. 
Please note: Mouat  
Family Forum is  
cancelled. 

live entertainment

Jam Open Mike.
Fulford Inn.

other activities

Karaoke.
With hosts Tom Hooper 
and Matt Johnson. 
Shipstones, 7 pm

Business Breakfast 
Club.
Meets at Raven Street 
Cafe, 8 am 

KFAC.
Meets at GISS Room 
N108, 7-9 pm

Women’s Basketball.
Thursdays at GISS, 
6:30-8 pm.

live entertainment

Sundogs.
Roots rockabilly & coun-
try swing at The Local, 
7:30 pm.
Interchill Records DJs.
Stirred not Shaken 
sophisticated lounge 
music. Shipstones,  
7:30 pm

other activities

Rollerblading to Music.
Fridays at Fulford Hall, 
7:30-9 pm

GI Abbatoir Feasibility 
Study.
Farmers Institute open 
house, 1-4 pm, with 
meeting at 7:30 pm

live entertainment

Allison Dunn. 
Shipstones, 7:30 pm
Kiltlifters.
At Anise, 9 pm
Jambanja.
Zimbabwean band at 
Beaver Point Hall for 
SOLID fundraiser. 8:30 
p.m.

other activities

Bugs: The Good, the 
Bad and the Beautiful.
SSI Conservancy talk by 
Linda Gilkeson. Lions 
Hall, 7 pm

Tsunami Victims  
Fundraiser.
Treatments at 8 Branch-
es. Book appointments 
at 538-1701.

live entertainment

Vintage Lounge with DJ 
Matt J.
Rare & classic jazz, soul 
& R&B. Shipstones,  
7 pm

Georgia Basin Beat  
Collective. 
Sunday Dinner Jazz at 
Moby’s, 7 pm

other activities

Tea Leaf Reading Work-
shop. 
With Tanya Lester, 1-4 
pm. 538-0086.

other activities

The Clinic.
Planned Parenthood 
services at #102-340 
Lower Ganges Rd. on 
Mondays, 4:30-6:30 pm

Women’s Basketball.
Mondays at SIMS,  
7-8:30 pm

other activities

SSI Prostate Cancer 
Support Group.
Meets at Farmers  
Institute, 1:30 pm

wed.
january12 january14 january15 january16 january17 january18

thurs. fri. sat. sun. mon. tues.

cinema

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events — Held over! 
The first of three novellas in the series by Daniel Handler are 
telescoped into a story starring Jim Carrey as Count Olaf, the 
comic villain of many disguises, who pursues the poor, orphaned 
Baudelaire children, bent on capturing their family fortune. Meryl 
Streep plays Aunt Josephine. Best family film of 2004.

cable TV
SSTV Cable Channel 12 runs continuously for 24 hours begin-
ning at 5 p.m. on Saturday, January 15. (Note the return to 
Saturdays in January.)
Since last week’s show couldn’t run because of the weather, it’s 
being offered this week instead.See Fall Fair 2004 (Part Two). 
Islanders of all ages having fun in the warm golden days of 
late summer at the grounds of the Farmers Institute. Featuring 
music, sheep dog demonstrations, the Hoof and Woof chal-
lenge and the biggest and the best from Salt Spring’s farms 
and gardens. 

exhibitions
•  Island Artists for Tsunami Victims show and sale at 

Bateman Gallery at ArtSpring. Thurs., Jan. 13 to Tues., Jan. 
18, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Reception runs Thursday night from 
6-9 p.m. Sale of all original art works by top island artists 
benefits the Red Cross. 

•  Salt Spring Painters Guild members show portrait works and 
more in the lobby at ArtSpring.

• Gene Grooms has portraits hanging at Barb’s Buns. 
•  Nature Photography by Theresa Mackey is at Moby’s Pub 

through January 15.
107 2nd St. Duncan
1-800-593-5303

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30
Sun 11-4

UNCLE ALBERT’S FURNITURE
A better night’s sleep, no springs attached!

1-800-887-4321
www.tempurcanada.com

Squeeze Me!Squeeze Me!

The only mattress
recognized by NASA
and certified by the
Space Foundation

Tempur is sold in over 50 countries
worldwide, with hundreds of

dealers across Canada.
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What’s On This Week
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"Salt Spring’s Outdoor 
Adventure, Gear & Clothing Co."

“HIT THE SLOPES LAUGHING” 
SALE

Clothes to Keep You Warm and Dry
�� 15 - 50% off All Jackets & Snow Pants
 �� 15% off Goggles, Toques, Neck Tubes, & Gloves 
 ���10% - 25% off Winter Underwear

163 Fulford-Ganges Rd 537-2553 / 537-2571 • OPEN Monday - Saturday 10 - 5

Quality Merchanside by North Face, Sierra Design, 
Orage, O’Neill, Cross, Misty Mtn....
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��Tuesdays Wing Nite:
     10 Tasty Flavours!  20¢

��Wednesdays Pizza Madness:
      You can't beat the taste!
        You can't beat the price! 
                 $2.95
                 Reggae with "DJ Sirbasa"

���Thursdays Prawn Night 35¢ &  
Open Mike with Randall Raymond!

����Sunday, Jan. 12 @ 6pm 
Snowman's special Jam with  
The Barley Bros. Weather permitting
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Ad worked on by S.P.

BIG AL  
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“ A N G E L ” 
A R T :  S a l t 
Spring Middle 
School Grade 8 
student James 
Cameron wears 
shorts to play 
in the snow 
Monday. Here, 
he makes  a 
s n o w  a n g e l 
on the school 
grounds.

Photo by Derrick Lundy

News readers don’t always tell it like it is
S o  D a n 

Rather, ven-
erable CBS 
news anchor-
man is going 
to hang up his 
headphones 
in March. 

And you 
would think from the news 
coverage that a king was 
abdicating, a literary giant 
had gone mute or possibly a 
pope had passed.

The man reads to us, for 
heaven’s sake. He puts on 
makeup, straightens his tie, 
sits behind a desk and recites 
off a teleprompter while 
pretending to look us in the 
eye.

This is not brain surgery. It 
is not even bricklaying. And 
yet Dan Rather in particular 
and news anchormen in gen-
eral are accorded a status in 
modern culture just slightly 
below that of basketball wiz-
ards and Hollywood hunks.  

What is it  about the 
anchorman? 

Why do TV networks 
line up to shower them with 
gobs of dough, drape them 
in Armani and Hugo Boss 
and altogether treat them 
like demi-gods — all for 
doing what our moms and 
dads used to do for free 
— namely, read us to sleep 
at night?

Actually, I do TV news 
anchors a disservice. They 

not only have to read well, 
they have to look like a Ken 
doll while doing it.

Good looks were not 
a requirement in the radio 
business, where I spent my 
career. A radio newsman 
could look like Gollum as 
long as he had a good voice 
and didn’t trip over his 
tongue.

And it’s no longer entirely 
true that we worship at these 
guys’ clay feet.

Ted Baxter changed all 
that.

The genial dope on the 
Mary Tyler Moore show who 
managed to mangle every 
newscast that long-suffer-
ing Murray Slaughter wrote 
for him, set the mold for the 
popular stereotype of news 
anchors. He had the big hair. 
He had the big voice. He had 
the big ego.

And he was major league 
dumb.

And Ted Baxter begat 
Jim Dial of Murphy Brown 
and Bill McNeal of News-
Radio and Kent Brockman 
of The Simpsons and, most 
recently Anchorman’s Ron 

Burgundy.
Buffoonish blow-dried 

bubbleheads to a man.
There are a lot of theories 

about why we love to laugh 
at anchors. Adam McKay, 
the guy who co-wrote and 
directed the movie Anchor-
man, says, “Ultimately it’s 
just about the hair.” 

Well, I dunno about that. 
Admittedly Ted Koppel’s 
hair is a wonder to behold. 
It looks like some bizarre 
sculpted shrub in the process 
of eating his face. And then 
there’s CTV’s Craig Oliver, 
whose hair tone shimmers 
between green and orange. 
And Peter Mansbridge, who 
is rapidly running out of any-
thing to comb. 

I don’t think it’s the hair. 
I think it’s the fact that news 
anchors are authority figures 
and, as such, always good for 
a giggle.

And let’s face it: they ask 
for it. 

They look preposterously 
pompous, sitting all puffed 
up behind their desk with 
their solemn owl eyes and 
their chins tucked into their 
shirt collars to make their 
voices deeper.

Pompous? You bet. Listen 
— the most famous North 
American newscaster of the 
20th century, Walter Cronkite, 
actually had the cojones to 
end each newscast by inton-
ing biblically “and that’s the 

way it is . . . . ” 
No Walter, that’s not The 

Way It Is. 
That’s the way one TV 

producer and a couple of 
cameramen plus a script-
writer agreed to say it was, 
based on the people they’d 
talked to and the film foot-
age they’d managed to slap 
together over the previous 
24 hours.

Luckily we don’t have 
to work to hard at pricking 
anchormen’s ego balloons 
— they do a perfectly good 
job of it themselves.

Such as the radio news-
caster who legendarily 
signed of a national broad-
cast with the words: “And 
that was the news from the 
Canadian Broadcorping 
Castration.”

And my favourite: back in 
1965 when the famous Black 
Muslim leader Malcolm X 
was assassinated, I happened 
to be in the control room 
during a radio broadcast in 
Toronto. 

Suddenly an out-of-breath 
news announcer burst into 
the studio, shouldered the 
show host away from the 
microphone and breathless-
ly told the nation: “This is 
an urgent bulletin from the 
CBC newsroom in Toronto. 
Malcolm 10 is dead.”

Sorry, Walter, but I was 
there. 

And that’s the way it was.

WIT &        
WHIMSY

WITH ARTHUR BLACK

See a great photo in the Driftwood?  
You can order reprints. in 4x6, 5x7 or 8x10 sizes.

Call 537-9933 to order your reprint today!
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Frank Moher playwriting 
course now taking names 

Island writers wanting the 
benefit of tuition from the 
internationally known Frank 
Moher can attend a play-
writing workshop in Febru-
ary. 

But if they want to take 
advantage of the half-price 
offer,  they should call 
Yvonne Adalian at 653-0033 
to reserve a spot by January 
15.

The February 12-13 work-
shop is part of Graffiti The-
atre’s new play development 
program on the island. 

“It is a unique chance for 
writers to receive profes-
sional guidelines as to how 
to go about writing a play, or 
how to complete a play that 
they have already started,” 
said Graffiti’s artistic direc-
tor Adalian.

“If there is sufficient tal-
ent and interest, new plays 
will have the opportunity of 

receiving rehearsed public 
readings before going on to 
workshopped productions.”

Moher’s plays have been 
produced in Canada, the 
U.S.A., New Zealand and 
Japan, and he is a well-
known dramaturg and teach-
er of playwriting. 

His play Odd Jobs has 
been produced throughout 
North America as well as 
abroad; he was a f inalist 
for the Governor General’s 
Award and winner of a Los 
Angeles Dramalogue Award 
for Writing. 

The Third Ascent and 
Supreme Dream (the latter 
written with Rhonda Trodd) 
both toured nationally, and 
Frank has twice won Edmon-
ton’s Sterling Award for Out-
standing New Play. 

His latest script, Big 
Baby, was part of the 2002 
New Play Festival at Van-

couver’s Playwrights The-
atre Centre. 

As a director-dramaturg, 
he has worked at the Nation-
al Arts Centre, the Banff 
Centre, Workshop West 
Theatre and TheatreOne, 
and conducted workshops 
for Theatre B.C., the Alberta 
Playwrights Network, the 
Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild 
and the Manitoba Associa-
tion of Playwrights, among 
other organizations. 

Most recently he directed 
the premiere of Laura Cran-
mer’s DP’s Colonial Cabaret, 
with music by Sandy Sco-
field for The Limpfish Col-
lective on Vancouver Island. 

Moher teaches in the 
Department of Creative 
Writing and Journalism at 
Malaspina University-Col-
lege in Nanaimo and is artis-
tic producer of Western Edge 
Theatre. 

Book pursues De Courcy treasure 
By SEAN MCINTYRE
Special to the Driftwood

The story of Brother XII 
has intrigued historians with 
tales of black magic, hid-
den treasure and free love for 
nearly a century. 

Now, a Victoria writer 
hopes to get children inter-
ested in this unbelievable 
tale of a Gulf Islands reli-
gious eccentric.

Brother XII, originally 
known as Edward Arthur 
Wilson, is described by 
biographer John Oliphant as 
“one of the most remarkable 
religious figures in modern 
times.”

Oliphant explains how 
Wilson managed to enslave 
hundreds of followers on De 
Courcy Island during the 
1920s. Many gave up every-
thing to follow Wilson from 
his native England, while 
others came from points 
scattered throughout North 
America.

Wilson’s disciples believed 
they were bound to become 
members of a new race of 
humans. By setting up a spir-
itual base in the Gulf Islands, 

W i l s o n 
had them 
believe they 
could avoid 
the impend-
ing destruc-
tion of civi-
lization.

S e v e r a l 
years after 
its founding, it would be Wil-
son’s Aquarian Foundation 
itself that would crumble. 
In 1932, Wilson’s uncon-
trollable greed and prurient 
antics caused a mutiny and, 
after setting it on fire, he fled 
the commune along with 
the money and valuables of 
those who had placed their 
faith in him.

Author Philip Symons’ 
new rendition, entitled 
Brother XII’s Letter, skips 
over many of the more sala-
cious details of the cult 
leader’s reign and, instead, 
focusses on the commune’s 
legendary treasure which is 
rumoured to remain in the 
area.

“Because Brother XII was 
a rather nefarious character,” 
he said, “I neglected many of 

the details and used his story 
as the basis for a new story.”

The new tale begins when 
three young children meet 
Brigadier George Vaughan-
Thompson, who lives on an 
island where Brother XII 
had set up what he hoped 
would become the spiritual 
centre of the world.

“The brigadier asks them 
if they would like to camp 
on his property,” Symons 
explained. “When the kids 
unexpectedly say ‘yes,’ the 
brigadier wonders how he is 
going to entertain them dur-
ing their stay.”

Mr. George, as he is 
known to the children, hands 
the kids Brother XII’s letter. 
This turns out to be a trea-
sure map and the adventure 
begins.

Symons is adamant about 
the importance of teaching 
children to appreciate local 
history at an early age. He 
hopes his new book will act 
as a starting point for fur-
ther exploration of the area’s 
past.

“When I was a boy, I hated 
history because it just didn’t 

click. Now I think history 
can be so fascinating,” he 
said. “I’ve tried to combine 
history with other elements 
like sailing, biology and art 
to make it more interest-
ing.”

The book’s historical roots 
run beyond Brother XII as 
the Vaughan-Thompson 
character is based on the late 
Brigadier Miles Smeeton, a 
world-renowned sailor who 
once lived on Salt Spring 
Island.

Symons grew up in Vic-
toria and developed fond 
memories of the Gulf Islands 
after spending numerous 
summers cruising the region 
with his family. He and his 
wife may be spotted plying 
local waters in their small 
sloop throughout the sum-
mer. 

As for f inding any lost 
treasure, Symons laughed 
and said, “The only treasure 
I’d be seeking is the fun and 
adventure of sailing through 
such a beautiful area.”

Brother XII’s Letter is 
published by Ruddy Duck 
Press of Victoria.
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Workshops look at
brain, body health 

Brain fitness and mind-
body work that helps people 
take charge of their health 
will be explored in two 
workshops on Salt Spring 
this month. 

Former island resident 
Ariadne Sawyer, M.A., pres-
ents a Memory Skills and 
Brain Fitness Workshop, and 
Take Charge of Your Health 
at Central Hall on Saturday, 
January 22.

The first session runs from 
1-2:30 p.m., with the second 
from 3-4:30 p.m.

The memory skills/brain 
fitness session covers various 
types of memory, including 
intelligent memory, memory 
systems for names and faces 
and other systems, organi-
zation and tips to keep your 
brain fit and healthy at any 
age. Sawyer’s mother Madge 
Kimball of Salt Spring will 
assist with the “Link Sys-
tem.”

The Take Charge of Your 
Health workshop presents “the 
great resource of mind-body 
work, the placebo effect and 
creating an ecological internal 
healing environment to deal 
with health issues,” explains 
Sawyer. “It is designed to 
work with any program that 
you are doing with your health 
practitioner.”

“I am so happy to bring 
this information to the Salt 
Spring community who has 
been so gracious to me and 
my family,” said Sawyer. 
“In my opinion, the material 
contained in the workshops 
is of vital importance and I 

am making the commitment 
to bring it to Salt Spring and 
other areas of B.C. at an 
affordable price.”

Workshop cost is $12, or 
$10 for those who pre-reg-
ister.  Sawyer is a speaker, 
consultant and coach who 
has done extensive research 
on the brain. 

She combines innovative 
strategies with information 
to create unique and enter-
taining workshops, on-line 
coaching and classes. She 
works with companies, gov-
ernments, groups and indi-
viduals.

People should call Madge 
Kimball to register: 537–
2919.

The 2004 Massey Lecturer 
Ronald Wright revisits the 
themes of A Short History of 
Progress when he speaks at 
Lions Hall next Friday night.

Ancient Mistakes: Lessons 
of the Land in the Americas 
will make special reference 
to the white settlers and 
conquerers and their rela-
tionship with the aboriginal 
people here.

According to a press 
release, Wright will discuss 
the Europeans’ disdain for 
the “savages” they believed 
had little knowledge to share, 
and those who later went “to 
the opposite extreme, ideal-
izing native people as ‘noble 
savages’ blessed with ancient 
virtues lost to Europeans.

“The Noble Savage is still 
among us today — viewed 
as a primordial environmen-

talist who supposedly did no 
harm to the natural world. 

Ronald Wright suggests 
that such myths dehumanize 
native people and hinder us 
from learning the truth about 
their societies. 

In reality, American civi-
lizations, like others around 
the world, deeply affected 
natural systems for both bet-
ter and worse; and we can 
learn from their mistakes as 
well as their successes.” 

Wright is a prize-winning 
novelist, historian and essay-
ist. His books include the 
number-one bestsellers Time 
Among the Maya, and Sto-
len Continents. 

The latter work, a history 
of the Americas, won the 
Gordon Montador Award 
and was chosen a book of the 
year by the Independent and 

Sunday Times newspapers.
His first novel, A Scien-

tific Romance, won Britain’s 
David Higham Prize for Fic-
tion and was a Globe and 
Mail, Sunday Times, and 
New York Times book of the 
year.

Wright is also a frequent 
contributor to the Times Lit-
erary Supplement, and has 
written and presented docu-
mentaries for radio and tele-
vision in Canada, Britain, 
and the United States.

In November 2004 he gave 
the CBC Massey Lectures, A 
Short History of Progress. 

The January 21 event 
begins at 7 p.m.

It is co-sponsored by the 
Salt Spring Islanders for 
Justice and Reconciliation 
group and the Salt Spring 
Conservancy.

Ancient mistakes revisited
in Jan. 21 Ron Wright talk

SNOW MOBILE: Peter Taschuk uses a shovel to find his car Monday as he digs 
out for the first time since snow started falling Thursday night. Photo by Derrick Lundy
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Ganges United Church: faith journey

SONGSTERS: United Church choir members, clockwise from bottom left, Shelagh 
Tulloch, Alan Clews, Janette Grey, Denis Russell and Sam Peebles enjoy a moment 
as they break from singing. Photo by Derrick Lundy

By PAT BARCLAY
Special to the Driftwood

I moved to Salt Spring 
with my husband in Decem-
ber 1992. Though we were 
both originally from the West 
— Paul was born and raised 
in Calgary and I grew up in 
Victoria — we had spent the 
previous 26 years in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario.  

Funny, but living in Thun-
der Bay turned out to be 
good preparation for life on 
an island, because Thunder 
Bay is so geographically 
isolated, it’s like an island 
itself.  

Our only real moment of 
doubt about leaving there 
came the night after we’d 
signed the agreement-of-
purchase-and-sale for our 
new home.  

“Oh, no,” said my husband 
suddenly, “we forgot to ask 
if there’s a Chinese restau-
rant on Salt Spring!”

A phone call to our patient 
realtor soon settled that 
question, but it surprises me 
now to think that in 1992, 
neither of us gave a thought 
to what kind of spiritual food 
we might find on the island.  

To borrow a line from 
Lewis Carroll’s The Walrus 
and the Carpenter: “And this 
was odd, because it was the 
middle of the night” — the 
dark night of the soul, that is, 
for us both.

Four years earlier, Paul 
had been diagnosed with 
leukemia and given a year 
to live, with the possibility 
of up to four years depend-

ing on response to treatment. 
Though by December of 
1992 he was in full remis-
sion and thus able and keen 
to make the move to Salt 
Spring, we both knew the 
imminence of death could 
reappear at any time. 

Luckily, by the time it did 
in the summer of 1996, we 
had found a spiritual home 
at the United Church in Gan-
ges.

It is now perfectly clear to 
me that one of the amenities 
of life on Salt Spring Island 
is attending this particular 
church. 

But I came to this under-
standing slowly, beginning 
with the day my daughter 
Kirsty and I met with Rev. 
Barry Cook to plan Paul’s 
memorial service. (Dr. Cook 
and his wife, Rev. Sharon 
Cook, shared joint ministry 
of the church at the time.)

Our conversation was 
going so well that I got up 
the nerve to ask if by any 
chance we might be able to 
include Paul’s favourite song 
in the service.

“What is it?” asked Barry 
warily.  

When we told him Home 
on the Range, he replied 
with a peerless mixture of 
tact and strategy that perhaps 
we should discuss this with 
Shirley Bunyan, the church 
organist. 

Shirley’s solution was to 
refuse gently and then, to 
our surprise and delight, sail 
briskly into the post-service 
reception with a fistful of 
copies of this classic cowboy 
song, then sit down at the 
piano and lead us through 
all four verses — a cathartic 

experience for every relative 
and old friend present if ever 
there were one.

Following the Cooks’ ten-
ure at the church came the 
incomparable Rohana Laing, 
whose strong yet gentle pres-
ence and powerful sermons 
never failed to impress. 

Still, however, my aware-
ness of the church’s place in 
our island community was 
largely limited to my own 
personal experience of it. 

I appreciated the ambience 
of the building itself and the 
beauty of its stained-glass 
windows, the friendliness of 
the congregation, the many-
voiced choir under Shirley’s 
able direction, and especially 
the messages from the pulpit 
conceived in mind and heart 
and delivered straight from 
the shoulder.

Until recently, however, 
my knowlege of United 
Church history and beliefs 
was quite limited. 

I suspect, in fact, that I 
liked it that way because the 
less I knew about them, the 
safer I felt from possible dis-
illusionment. But then along 
came the new Creed, which, 
though written in 1968, is 
still not often used in our 
services today. 

Though considered a work 
in progress, its eloquence is 
extraordinary, and it refers to 
social justice.  

It includes the words: 
“We are called . . . to seek 
justice.” Seeking justice, it 
turns out, is at the heart of 
the United Church of Cana-
da’s ever-evolving mission. 
No one knows this better 
than the Rev. Ruth Cairns, 
who became our minister a 

year ago last fall. 
Subtly but determinedly, 

Ruth is succeeding in mak-
ing her influence felt.

“Trained around social 
justice and having worked 
with Open Door, commu-
nity kitchen and community 
outreach,” Ruth points out 
that part of the very founda-
tion of the United Church 
is social justice, making it 
a different church from any 
other.  

Later this month, for 
example, the Victoria Pres-
bytery is organizing a meet-
ing to discuss gambling in 
B.C.  

The plan is to invite other 
churches and faith com-
munities to help develop a 
common front against this 
“serious social pathology,” 
and provide a perspective 
on the issue of gambling to 
all political parties before 
the provincial election next 
May.

Here on Salt Spring, the 
United Church’s Christmas 
activities evoked an enthusi-
astic response from the com-
munity. 

There was standing room 
only at the evening carol ser-
vice on December 24, and 
some 40 volunteers helped 
serve 100 people dinner at 
noon on Christmas Day.  

If it did the heart good to 
participate in these worth-
while but fleeting occasions, 
surely it makes sense to con-
sider this: when we become 
a regular part of a vibrant 
church community, our con-
nection, both to the wider 
community and to our own 
spiritual growth, is hugely 
enhanced.



Meet Salt Spring’s health care providers
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ACUPUNCTURE
MASSAGE THERAPY

INFRARED SAUNA
REFLEXOLOGY

SHIATSU
ENERGY WORK
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538-1701 - www.8branches.ca

Skin Sensations Day Spa

Located right on the waterfront in downtown Ganges, Skin 
Sensations is a beautifully appointed Day Spa and Healing 
Arts Centre. Certified aestheticians and body workers offer 

treatments in a quiet, relaxing atmosphere that features beautiful 
ocean views. It’s a wonderful place to unwind and let go of stress.

Skin Sensations Day Spa offers traditional aesthetic treatments as 
well as an array of healing body treatments, including Soma work, 
Acupuncture, and Massage. In business on Salt Spring for over eight 
years, the spa has a great reputation for all of its aesthetic services: 
facials, manicures, hydrotherapy treatments, and especially pedicures 
(which are the best, bar none). These services are offered to anyone 
who wishes to feel and look his or her best; clients are happy to come 
away with a new outlook on life and themselves.

One unique service Skin Sensations offers is the Vichy shower. 
With multiple showerheads delivering warm, soothing water at 
once, a Vichy experience can be likened to lying under a tropical 
waterfall. This special treatment is incorporated into many wraps and 
exfoliations at the spa.

Skin Sensations takes pride in the high quality skin care products 
it carries. Many aesthetic and body care treatments feature a product 
that is based on coastal seaweed harvested sustainably near Sooke. 
Another line of natural skin care products, Beginnings, comes from 
Vancouver. Germany’s Gehwol foot care products are also featured. 
Even the nail polish carried at Skin Sensations is special as it contains 
no thauline or formaldehyde.

We would like to emphasize that we are wholly committed to 
serving islanders’ needs. We offer many discounts to islanders and 
also have many monthly specials all through the fall and winter. We 
also offer senior foot care for a very reasonable price. We contribute 
to many on-island charities and raffles and highly value all our island 
friends. For a relaxing, stress-releasing break, call Skin Sensations 
and enjoy your treatment by the sea.

Skin Sensations Day Spa
2102-115 Fulford Ganges Rd. (in Grace Point Square)

537-8807 • spa@ssisland.com
www.skinsensations.com

To your  
Health
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Salt Spring keeper Dragomir seeks 
sponsors for European soccer play
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Local keeper Braden Dragomir has 
his sights set on soccer in Europe after 
a successful season in net for the Uni-
versity of Maine.

“I got to start this season, which for 
a freshman is pretty rare,” Dragomir 
said.

He’s pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
in athletic training at the University 
of Maine at Presque Isle, working on 
campus and playing NCAA Division-3 
soccer.

“It came down to Presque Isle or 
Bethel College in Kansas,” Dragomir 
said. “I decided I’d rather be closer to 
the coast. I didn’t want to be in Kan-
sas.”

The 18-year old applied for schol-
arships at approximately 80 schools 
before he utilized the services of Uni-
versity Prospects to create an applica-
tion package that was sent to hundreds 
of U.S. colleges.

“I tried to do it myself but it was a lot 
of work.”

The small east-coast public college 
reminds him of home and the school 
community has been friendly, he said.

“I’ve never been on a team that’s so 
close off the field. It’s almost like we’re 
brothers.”

Playing with the Presque Isle Owls, 
he started in 15 out of 18 games last 
season and earned rookie of the year 
from his university along with nomina-
tions for the conference and All-State.

“I’ll get the results of the votes in late 
April,” he said.

The Owls didn’t make the playoffs 

this season but Dragomir’s statistics 
hoot for themselves. He made 237 
saves, netted a .927 save percentage 
and had a 1.82 goals-against average.

“It’s a very different game on the east 
coast,” he said.

While islanders shoot at every oppor-
tunity, east coast players work on set 
plays in a more passive style, he said.

“It’s slower and less intense, but just 
as physical.”

Dragomir missed two games with 
a concussion after he was kicked in 
the head while he was simultaneously 
recovering from a knee injury.

The 18-game season was compressed 
into eight gruelling weeks, he said.

“Being a goalie, if you have a bad 
game, you don’t have much time to 
recover.”

Now that the regular season’s 
wrapped up, Dragomir is playing inter-
mural indoor soccer and weight train-
ing.

“Right now in Maine it’s so cold we 
can’t go outside.”

He’s also gunning for a program that 
will see him play for Maine with the 
Dutch Soccer Academy in Europe this 
spring.

“We’ll be playing some pretty high-
level teams.”

The eight-day trip will give him an 
opportunity to experience play in soc-
cer-focussed countries and expose him 
to scouts for semi-professional teams 
in the United Kingdom and the Nether-
lands, he said.

Dragomir earned a spot on the team 
but he needs to raise $2,100 US to pay 
for the program. Looking around the 
island, Dragomir has found sponsor-
ship from Windsor Plywood ($200), 
Salt Spring Sports Traders ($100) and 
Island Star Video ($20).

If anyone else would like to spon-
sor him, they can contact the Drag-
omir family (537-4923) or call 
Braden directly in Maine at (207) 
760-2103.

Braden Dragomir

High turn-out for Hot Rum sailing event
By BOB JONES
Special to the Driftwood

What a fantastic and unex-
pected start to 2005! 

At 8 a.m. on January 1, 
it was a dull, grey morning 
with little wind and a light 
snow falling. 

I think most of us were 
heading to our boats more in 
hope than anger. 

At the skippers’ meet-
ing, more and more skip-
pers and crew arrived at the 
head of the dock and a wind 
started to fill in from the 
northwest.

A course that would see us 
back at the clubhouse soon 
after noon was called for and 
so we elected to use Wel-
bury Spar, Horda Shoal and 
home.  

Fifteen boats crossed the 
line at 10:30 a.m., many with 

spinnakers flying and some 
with spinnakers needing 
crew training. 

The wind improved as we 
reached Second Sister and 
the wind was such that the 
brave could hold onto the 
big sail for a reach to Wel-
bury. 

Final Dash and Alacri-
ty were in close company 
and leading the pack at 6.8 
knots.

Sheets were eased a little 
for the leg to Horda Shoal 
and Final Dash roared past 
Alacrity to execute a flaw-
less spinnaker take down 
and jibe round the mark 
onto the windward leg 
home.  

The fleet was stretched out 
by this time and we noticed 
both Fandango and West-

wind having their moments 
with reaching spinnakers. 

Catdancer, with a cast of 
thousands, and Deryn Mor 
single-handing were both 
having a good race holding 
off larger vessels. 

With her late start, Elec-
tra started to work her way 
through the fleet.

We had four new racers 
out today and we truly hope 
that they enjoyed themselves 
and will try again. 

They were Tara’s Wisper, 
a cal 27 sailed by Mario; 
Madrigal, sailed by Brian 
and Julie (the former crew 
of Westwind); Blue Peter, 
sailed by Derek and Jennifer 
Barrio; Khadine, sailed by 
Jon and Jennifer Healey; and 
the truly stately Atkins Clare 
de Lune, sailed by Jim and 
Randy, but on this occasion 

guest skippered by Stuart 
Farson.

It was a grand beat up the 
harbour, the snow had ceased 
and the wind held. 

Final Dash was able to 
hold off Alacrity to take line 
honours. 

There were also close fin-
ishes between Electra and 
Fandango plus Aqila Mia 
and Soul Dancer.

Most boats were home 
by 12:30 p.m. and we all 
proceeded to the clubhouse 
where the “Hot Rum” lunch 
was getting under way. 

It was an excellent meal 
put on by Arlene Dashwood 
and her fine band of help-
ers, which really completed 
what was a grand day on the 
water with the best turn-out 
of boats that we have seen 
for a long time.

Week’s top bowlers named
High scores in bowl-

ing league play before the 
Christmas break were:

Monday, December 13, 
Circus League: Doreen 
Hewitt, 245; Don McMa-
hon, 206; Lance Leask, 216; 
Connie Hardy, 209.

Wednesday, December 15 
Special Olympics: Jimmy 
Beck, 158; Mahjor Bains, 
169; Carlos Manzano 140, 
170; Dominic George, 169, 
151.

Monday, December 20 
Circus League: Doreen 
Hewitt, 205, 220; Connie 
Hardy, 208, 250-633; Don 
McMahon 209, 201; Ken 

Stark, 210.
Wednesday, December 22 

Special Olympics: Carlos 
Manzano, 156; Jason New-
port 172; Jimmy Beck, 188.

In Special Olympics play 
on December 28, high scores 
came from Jimmy Beck, 161; 
Mahjor Bains, 206; Joanne 
Sandberg, 142; and Carlos 
Manzano, 172.

On Wednesday, January 5, 
Jason Newport played a 213 
game.

H I G H
ROLLERS
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE
ACUPUNCTURE & HERBS
Free 15 min Consultation

7A - 121 McPhillips Avenue 537-5233

• Arthritic Pain
• Chronic Conditions
• Facial Rejuvenation

ERNA ROBERTSON R.TCM.P.
REGISTERED ACUPUNCTURIST,
REGISTERED TCM HERBALIST

ESCAPE WATER TORTURE
CALL US.

catchline is different than on insert

RIDING HIGH: Sheylon Young makes the moves at the Kanaka Road skatepark 
while fellow skateboarders look on. johncameron.ca

Family works out for kicks
By MITCHELL SHERRIN
Staff Writer

Island families are get-
ting their kicks from a new 
Olympic Taekwondo club 
that begins a second session 
on Salt Spring next week.

Outreach Martial Arts 
Centre of Ladysmith opened 
a local school in September 
after requests from islander 
Wendy Charlton.

“Our son has been involved 
in Taekwondo since he was 
five or six,” said Charlton.

“One of the things we 
promised him when we 
moved here from Vancou-
ver is that he could continue 
Taekwondo.”

After driving Troy to class-
es in Duncan two to three 
times per week, she pleaded 
with grand master Kim Teh 
and he agreed to start a Salt 
Spring school, she said.

Now that classes are run-
ning on the island, the whole 
Charlton family has joined, 
she said.

“It’s great. We all know 
we’re going so there is not 
even a question of, ‘Oh, I’m 
not going to go today.’”

And the novice members 
of the Charlton family were 
promoted to yellow belts 

after 12 weeks of classes.
“I think it’s a great work-

out.”
Charlton also f inds that 

the martial art builds confi-
dence and flexibility, and it 
has self-defence elements.

Troy Charlton is a more 
advanced red-belt student 
and is particularly keen on 
the sparring component of 
classes, she said.

“I don’t know if he likes 
the discipline but I like the 
discipline. It’s very respect-
ful, she said. 

“If there’s any goof ing 
around, boy, you’re doing 10 
push-ups.”

Classes are taught by Teh 
(a seventh-degree black belt), 
with assistance from black 
belts Sam Udahl and Paul 
Ingvallsen (of Salt Spring).

“ M y s e l f ,  I ’ve  b e e n 
involved with Taekwondo 
since 1963, so I’ve been 
doing it for a long time,” Teh 
said.

He has operated a Tae-
kwondo school in B.C. for 
14 years, and also opened 
affiliated schools in Victo-
ria and Nelson, besides his 
home school in Ladysmith.

“We’re basically a martial 
art that has become a sport,” 

he said.
The 2,000-year-old Kore-

an martial art has been mod-
ified for modern times and 
it was adopted for the 2000 
Summer Olympics in Syd-
ney, Australia.

“It’s a dynamic sport 
because you are upgrading 
all the time.”

Some 60-million people 
practise Taekwondo world-
wide, said Teh.

“We want to promote Tae-
kwondo to the younger gen-
eration from the grassroots 
level.”

Adults can also gain assets 
from the cardio-vascular 
exercise, flexibility training 
and self-defence skills dur-
ing Taekwondo classes, he 
said.

The martial art involves a 
lot of kicks and leg action.

“The whole family can 
kick together and stay 
together,” said Teh.

Local Taekwondo classes 
run Fridays from 3:30 to 
5:30 p.m. at Lions Hall and 
start January 21. To register, 
call Wendy (537-1348).

Please note the original 
start date has been bumped 
ahead by a week due to the 
inclement weather.

Weather stuffs 
soccer practices

W h e t h e r  t h e  i s l a n d 
receives sun, snow or rain, 
local soccer will likely be 
cancelled this weekend.

“Now the public knows 
why we need a turf pitch,” 
said Salt Spring Island Youth 
Soccer Association technical 
director Sue Spencer.

All soccer fields are cur-
rently closed and will remain 
closed this weekend due to 
heavy saturation, even if the 
snow is cleared, Spencer 
said.

But U5 to U10 mini pro-
gram teams postponed from 
an indoor practice at the high 
school Saturday might still 
get to practise this week.

“We are trying to get 
something happening.”

Currently, gym space is 
hard to find for indoor prac-
tices, she said.

Individual teams will be 
contacted when they learn 
more about gym availability 
on Thursday.

Locals dig Groundhog bonspiel
Islanders can don toques 

and brush up on their curling 
skills for the Third Annual 
Groundhog Day Bonspiel set 
for February 12.

“The emphasis is on fun,” 
said event organizer Jim 
Pasuta.

Last year, 10 teams of 
islanders hurried over to the 
Duncan Curling Club for a 
day of fun and mayhem, and 
Pasuta expects more of the 
same.

“It’s become a tradition.”
A local team comprised of 

Doug Peck, Murray Smith 
and Betty Smith won the 
event last year after they 
beat the reigning champions 
— Dagwood Diners.

“They better come back, 
they have the trophy.”

For an entry fee of $40 
per person, players receive 
transportation, ice rental, 
lunch and even a prize, Pasu-
ta said.

“We’ll make sure if there’s 
32 people, there will be 32 
prizes.”

The event is open to nov-

ices and briar veterans alike, 
as long as they are from the 
island, he said.

“We’ve never had a ringer 
team.”

Players will catch the 8 
a.m. ferry to Crofton and 
return on the 8:10 p.m. ferry. 
He advises interested teams 
to register soon.

“Last year it was fully 
booked.”

Registration deadline is 
February 1. For more infor-
mation, contact Jim at 537-
9995.
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Notices
6 DEATHS

KAISER, GERTRUDE Isobel 
(née Parnell). Gertrude was born 
in Yorkton, Saskatchewan on Oc-
tober 9, 1911 and passed away 
peacefully in Lady Minto Hospital 
on December 25, 2004. She was 
predeceased by her husband 
Jack in 1999 after 65 years of 
marriage. She is survived by one 
daughter, Glenda, son-in-law Al-
len Larsen and grandsons Ro-
land and Adrien. Gertrude will be 
greatly missed by her family and 
by her many friends and neigh-
bours in Victoria where she lived 
for 60 years. The family would 
like to thank the wonderful staff 
at Greenwoods where she was a 
lively and cheerful presence for 
the last nine months of her life, 
as well as Dr. Woodley and the 
nurses and staff at Lady Minto, 
who treated us with great sensi-
tivity and kindness. At Gertrude’s 
request, there will be no funeral 
service. She wishes your “loving 
thoughts only”.
TIMMERMANS, HUIGERIENA 
Eliesabeth - has gone home to 
be with her Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ on Monday, Janu-
ary 10, 2005. Born November 25, 
1922 in Rotterdam, Netherlands 
and immigrated to Canada in 
1955. Rene is survived by sons 
John, Mitchell and Brian Tim-
mermans and daughter Connie 
Quinton and 11 grandchildren, 
her two sisters Hannie Verbrugge 
and Trudie Hoek. Rene was pre-
deceased by her husband Pieter 
Timmermans and son John Peter. 
Rene loved to sing and share the 
love of Jesus. The family would 
like to extend their thanks to the 
staff at Lady Minto Hospital for 
the care they gave their mother. 
A memorial service will be held 
at the Rock Pentecostal Church 
on Sunday, January 16.

 8 CARD OF THANKS
THANK YOU to Tracy & Andrew 
Little of Ganges Floor Coverings 
for donating a beautiful piece of 
carpeting for our circle time area. 
Many Thanks, Little Red School 
House.

 20 COMING EVENTS
FOR A complete calendar of 
coming events check the Drift-
wood Community Calendar, in 
our office in the  Upper Ganges 
Centre, 328 Lower Ganges 
Road, or on our website at www.
gulfislands.net. Use the calendar 
for event planning and to make 
sure your date doesn’t conflict 
with someone else’s.
CREATIVE WATERCOLOUR 
classes.  Waterfront studio, new 
6 week sessions. Beginner starts 
Feb 15.  Intermediate Feb 17. 
Limited space, mornings. Email 
libby@saltspring.com.

20 COMING EVENTS
SSI ROWING CLUB public info. 
meeting. Come out and hear what 
we’re all about. 7 pm, Wednes-
day, (postponed to) January 19, 
Middle School Library.
PAINTING CLASSES (water 
colour or acrylics): new  sessions 
starting in Jan. Beginners & in-
termediates welcome.  Call Val 
Konig 537-9531.
COLLAGE WORKSHOP with 
Bly Kaye, Saturday, January 15, 
10 am - 3 pm, $30, at the Barn, 
190 Reynolds Rd. 653-4453, 
gbkaye@saltspring.com.
LIVE DRAWING with Stefanie 
Denz. In Ganges Jan. 14 to Feb. 
25, 10:30 am to 12 pm. $15/class 
or $95 for all 7 classes. 653-2018.
FAMILY PLACE is closed for 
renovations. Re-opening Jan. 17. 
Rug huggers will continue Mon-
day Jan17, 11 - 1 for parents & 
babies 17 mos. and under. Coats 
for kids may be picked up at SSI 
Community Services building.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Business Breakfast Club. Thurs-
day, January 13, 8 am. Raven 
Street Cafe. 537-4223 for more 
information.

20 COMING EVENTS
KEEP FIVE Alive Coalition meet-
ings. Starting Jan.13 Thurs. 7-9 
pm GISS, Rm #N108. Every 2nd 
Thursday. Working to restore the 5-
day school week. Join us. Info: 537-
4155 or keepfivealive@telus.net.
YOU ARE invited to a “Bon Voy-
age to Afghanistan” Party for 
Bonnie Dalziel, hosted by the 
Voice of Women. Sunday, Jan. 
23, 2-4 pm, Lion’s Hall - Drake 
Rd. Refreshments. Entry by do-
nation ($5 suggested).

See a great 
photo in the 
Driftwood?

Call today to 
order your 

reprint! 

537-9933
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Hot Glass Beads
Avanti Glass Studio
Classes, Workshops

Torch Rentals, 
Glass Sales

and introducing

“The Crazy Bead Club”
2nd Friday every month

7-10 pm
Jan. 14, Feb. 11, Mar. 11

Free to watch, 
experienced

can buy glass and  
show off your skills!

Call Valla 
for details.
537-9476
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537-9933



20 COMING EVENTS

25 EDUCATION
BE AN INTERIOR DECORA-
TOR with our unique home-study 
course. Call for your free brochure. 
1-800-267-1829. www.sheffield-
school.ca. Sheffield School of 
Interior Design, Ottawa ON.
YOUR FUTURE IN HOSPITAL-
ITY Are you a people person? 
Prepare for a career in the 
world’s fastest growing industry. 
Home-study courses for tour-
ism/hospitality jobs. World recog-
nized certification, full academic 
support. Financial assistance 
may be available. Ample sudsy 
allowances for working students. 
1-888-303-4678; www.pdit.ca.
A NEW CAREER? Train to be an 
Apartment/ Condominium Man-
ager. Many jobs! Job placement 
assistance. All areas. Govern-
ment registered program. Infor-
mation/brochure: 604-681-5456 / 
1-800-665-8339. www.RMTI.ca.

 26 LEGAL
STUDENTS, FORMER students 
or other persons having suffered 
accident or injury, or anyone wit-
nessing or having knowledge or 
same, with regards to the former 
“pond” at Gulf Islands Second-
ary School please contact Dept. 
C c/o Driftwood Publishing, 328 
Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring 
Island, BC, V8K 2V3.

29 LOST AND FOUND
LOST: CANNON 35 mm camera 
with leather case within the last 2 
or 3 months. Don’t know where or 
when. Reward. Jim 537-2135.
LOST WHILE visiting SSI. Punky, 
15 yr. old male Shitzu-poodle X. 
Apricot-cream coat. Partly deaf, 
partly blind. Had a fright with a 
car on Mon. Dec. 27 at Mtn Park 
& Sunset. Needs his medication. 
Reward. 537-1883.
LOST JAN 3? Gold earring, or-
nate design. Much sentimental 
value. Possibly lost at car wash. 
Reward. 537-5659.
FOUND KEYS  in front of Gan-
ges Garment Co. Owner may 
claim at The Driftwood.
LOST: ONE tire chain between 
town & Long Harbour. If found 
please call RCMP detachment 
537-5555.

 32 MEETINGS
MEETING - BOARD of Directors 
of Central Community Hall, Tues-
day, January 18, 2005, 7 p.m. 
Public welcome.

 34 NOTICES
THE DRIFTWOOD’S annual 
Wedding Planner is being pre-
pared and we are looking for 
interesting and historic wedding 
photographs from our readers. 
This special issue is published in 
February and original photos will 
be returned. We are looking for 
original wedding photos of good 
quality from eras gone by. Hippy 
wedding in the 60s? Slicked back 
hair in the 50s? War time bride? 
Disco couple in the 80s? We 
want your photo! Please submit 
with pertinent information by 
January 21 to The Driftwood, 328 
Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring 
Island, BC. V8K 2V3.
IF YOUR Driftwood subscription 
label has the date highlighted, 
now is the time to renew!
STUFF & NONSENSE is open 
Monday - Saturday, 9 - 5. Sun-
day, 10 - 5. April Cornell ladies 
wear 40% off. Table cloths 25% 
off. Elita warmwear 25% off. Cal-
endars 40% off. 653-4620 Fulford 
Village.
FAMILY PLACE & S.S. Dryclean-
ers are collecting Coats For Kids. 
Please drop off coats for children 
age 0 - 12 at Salt Spring Dry-
cleaners or Family Place. Thank 
You. Family Place 537-9176.
SEWING MACHINE Repair. Drop 
off at Salt Spring Dry Cleaning at 
116 Hereford Ave. 537-2241. 
Local agent for Sawyer Sewing 
Centre of Victoria.

 34 NOTICES

40 PERSONALS
LIFEMATES THE RELATION-
SHIP PEOPLE. Single? Meet 
your mate, guaranteed! Call 
Canada’s largest and leading 
relationship company today at: 1-
888-54MATES (62837) or visit us 
at www.lifematescanada.com.
EXPERT PSYCHICS... Try us 
first! Your future revealed by your 
personal psychic. Accurate & 
genuine readings. Call 24 hrs 1-
900-561-2100. $2.95/min. 18+

Employment
50 BUSINESS OPP

$1.00 STORES. North America’s 
largest developer. Complete turn-
key from $69,000. CDN. 1-800-
558-1898; www.dollarstoreser-
vicesofcanada.com.

 55 HELP WANTED
CONVEYANCING SECRETARY 
required for busy solicitor’s prac-
tice. Resumes in confidence to: Ian 
H. Clement, 1-105 Rainbow Rd., 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V5.
REGULAR PART-TIME technical 
work on Salt Spring Island. Must 
be physically fit, have a current 
BC DL & ability to competently 
drive a 4X4. Approx. 1/2 day per 
week. Previous knowledge of 
electronics an asset. Please reply 
to Dept. D, c/o Driftwood Publish-
ing, 328 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt 
Spring Island, BC, V8K 2V3.
PHARMASAVE REQUIRES a 
cashier supervisor. Experience 
an asset but not essential. Please 
submit resume to Gary Utter at 
downtown Pharmasave.

55 HELP WANTED
FREE 128 page “Career Oppor-
tunities” Guide. Earn more!! Get 
promoted!! Train at home for a 
payrai$e-new career-top paying 
job. Call Granton Institute at 1-
800-361-1971 for FREE Guide. 
www.grantoninstitute.com
CLASSIFIED ADS WORK —
you’re reading them now! Place 
a 25-word classified in 109 BC & 
Yukon newspapers for only $360. 
Call this newspaper for details, 
or phone 1-866-669-9222. www.
communityclassifieds.ca
OILFIELD SERVICES. Ma-
ture/motivated field salespeople 
with extensive contacts are re-
quired to procure work projects 
in Western Canada relating to 
slashing, brush-clearing, vegeta-
tion management, forestry and 
reclamation. Base salary with 
commission potential. Email to: 
mark@altecconstruction.com.
CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNI-
TIES FLORIDA. Due to extreme 
damage caused by Hurricane 
Charley, we require all trades 
ASAP. For contract information 
and to register, call Jim Landry: 
902-443-7432. Call between 
10am-6pm Atlantic time. 
PHONE DISCONNECTED? 
Lowest rates only $38./month 
(outside Lower Mainland). Get 
connected by Easy Reconnect 
and enjoy your savings. You’ll 
thank us later. 1-877-446-5877.
CHEAP TELEPHONE RECON-
NECT - Ring in the New Year! Only 
$24.95 for your first month + con-
nection! Calling cards available. 
Call Phone Factory toll-free 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca.
PHONE DISCONNECTED? Need 
service? $25 first month. Unlimited 
local calling, no credit checks, no 
deposit. Long distance: 4.5¢/min-
ute anywhere in Canada & US. 
1-866-709-0075. 
RETAIL FLOORING SALES. Ex-
perienced only need apply. Area 
booming. Earn 50K to 80K. Call 
Ed, 604-820-1456. Atlanta Car-
pets, Mission, BC. 
WORK FROM HOME on your 
computer. Full or part-time. No ex-
perience required. Start today. Visit 
our website now. www.MyHomeP-
CJob.com. Code: A1

 60 WORK WANTED
GARBAGE GURU & Strong 
Woman Hauling Father & Daugh-
ter team. Total cleanup + demo-
lition and hauling. Vanessa or 
David 537-1984.
IF IT NEEDS to be done and you 
don’t want to do it - from reno to 
gardening. Call Shale of Produc-
tive Paws at 653-4726.
NEW EARTH landscaping, gar-
dening, yard maintenance, etc. 
Reasonable, negotiable rates. 
Island references. Call 653-4968.

Services
 114 CHILD CARE

GRAMMA’S HOUSE overnight 
childcare - for parents with atypi-
cal working hours or just needing 
a night off. Comming April 2005! 
http://saltspringislandchildcare.
blogspot.com or call 537-4433 to 
reserve your child in advance.

 116 CLEANING
PROFESSIONAL CLEANER will 
make your home sparkle again! 
Housecleaning @ $13/hr. Seniors’ 
discount. References. Leave mes-
sage for Jody 538-0229.

 117 COMMUNITY SERVICES
SALT SPRING Mood Disorder 
Association meets every 2 weeks 
on Tuesdays for family & patient 
support and education. Please 
call Pam 537-2186 for details.
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS - 
537-5664.
ALANON/ALATEEN A program 
for family and friends of alcohol-
ics. For further information call  
537-2941, 653-4288 or 537-
4909.
ADULT CHILDREN Anonymous. 
For healing from any dysfunc-
tional family background. Sat-
urday afternoons. 537-4315 for 
information.
FAMILIES OF Schizophrenics 
meet in homes for mutual sup-
port. Call 537-2543.
CRISIS LINE for Salt Spring - 
toll-free 1-877-435-7544.

117 COMMUNITY SERVICES
DRESSINGS FREE to cancer 
patients by the Order of the East-
ern Star. Contact Ida McManus, 
537-5423.

127 FINANCIAL SERVICES
BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? 
Bankruptcy? No problem. You 
work—you drive. Apply online 
www.dreamcatcher-loans.com or 
call toll-free 1-800-648-8418.
SECOND CHANCE FINANCE. 
We say yes to poor credit and 
bankrupts. Select from over 450 
cars, trucks, 4x4s, vans. Call 
Marty 604-552-4554. 
DEBT STRESS? We can help 
you avoid bankruptcy through 
debt consolidation. Achieve 
peace of mind. Visit us online at: 
mydebtsolution.com or call toll-
free:1-877-556-3500.  
PAY $0 TAX IN 2004. Get it all 
back. www.unusedrrsploans.ca. 
1-800-480-0012. RRSP loans 
at 4.25% - 6.25% loan interest, 
from 1-10 years and deferral up 
to 180 days.
INCOME TAX PROBLEMS? Have 
you been audited, reassessed 
or disallowed certain claims by 
Canada Revenue Agency? Call 
R.G. Allen & Co. Ltd. @ 1-250-
542-0295; 28 yrs income tax ex-
perience; 8 1/2 yrs with Revenue 
Canada. r.gallen@shaw.ca.

 127.1 GARBAGE
GARBAGE GURU & Strong 
Woman Hauling Father & Daugh-
ter team. Total demolition, clean-
up and hauling. Vanessa or David 
537-1984.

 142 MUSICAL SERVICES
HARD-DRIVING ROCK 'n' roll, 
tender ballads, sweet blues and 
upbeat reggae music for your 
birthday party, wedding recep-
tion or any excuse you may 
have to get friends together and 
dance. DNA is a six-piece Salt 
Spring band with lots of experi-
ence, good musical variety and 
professional sound, lights and 
effects. For bookings, call Dave: 
538-0300.

 148 PETS/LIVESTOCK
HORSE RIDING lessons, begin-
ners through advanced dres-
sage.  For more information call 
Ann 653-4184.

156 RENTALS

Merchandise
 302 APPLIANCES

WASHER/DRYER, works great 
$100. 537-9966.

310 BUILDING SUPPLIES
FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Durable, dependable, pre-en-
gineered, all-steel structures. 
Custom-made to suit your needs 
and requirements. Factory-direct, 
affordable prices. Call 1-800-668-
8653 ext. 536 for free brochure.
STEEL BUILDING SALE! Rock 
bottom prices! Final clearance. 
Beat next price increase. Go di-
rect/save. 25x30. 30x40. 40x80. 
50x90. Many others. Pioneer 1-
800-668-5422. Since 1980.

 310 BUILDING SUPPLIES

322 COMPUTERS
COMPUTER PROBLEMS? Set-
ups, Installing Software, Tutoring, 
Internet. Troubleshooting. Yes, we 
make house calls days/evenings/ 
wkends. $25/hr. Over 20 years 
exp. Phone Robert. 537-2888. 
Arvana Consulting.
CALL BOB McIvor for hardware, 
software and networking support.  
We do housecalls. 537-2827 or 
(cell) 701-8022. Please go and 
back-up your important data 
now!
LASER PRINTER - Magicolor 
2300DL Minolta Network Colour 
Laser Printer. 4ppm colour, 
16ppm b&w. Interfaces: Ethernet, 
10/100 Base TX, USB, Parallel. 
High resolution. $375. 653-9883. 
EVERYONE’S APPROVED*! Get 
a fully-loaded MDG Computer 
with an Intel 2.8Ghz CPU starting 
from 73 cents/day or $799**! In-
cludes everything you need: free 
printer/ scanner/copier, free soft-
ware, 17” perfectly flat monitor, 
Windows XP (Bank Acct Req** 
Plus S/H & tax) 1-800-236-2504.
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See a great 
photo in the 
Driftwood?

Call today to 
order your 

reprint!

537-9933
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Home ❖  Sweet ❖   Home Call 537-9933 for details

204 ARCHITECTS

Home ❖ 

 Sweet ❖  

 Home
A HANDY GUIDE TO SERVICES FOR HOME & GARDEN
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220 CONCRETE

222 CONTRACTORS

225 DESIGNERS

236 FIREWOOD

291 UPHOLSTERY
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 330 FOOD PRODUCTS

335 FURNITURE
IKEA FUTON sofa bed. Frame 
and mattress. Makes a double 
bed, chaise lounge and sofa. Like 
new. $150. 653-9883.

 340 GARAGE SALES
LIONS GARAGE Sale: Fridays 
& Saturdays only 10-12.  Many 
household items. Note: We no lon-
ger offer pickups. We do not accept 
appliances. Drop offs accepted only 
on Fri & Sat morning. Please no 
garbage!! 103 Bonnet Ave.

343 HEALTH SUPPLIES
DRUG/ALCOHOL Help a loved one 
who’s losing everything to drugs or 
alcohol. 75% success rate, 100% 
natural. www.narconon.ca, 1-877-
782-7409.

 350 MISC. FOR SALE
EXPERT WATCH repairs by 
certified watchmaker.  Located 
between Crofton and Duncan.  
Serving the Cowichan Valley over 
25 years.  Call L.D. Frank - Jew-
eller and Watchmaker 250-748-
6058 (Duncan).  Saturday pick-
up & delivery on Salt Spring.
REFLECTIVE DRIVEWAY Num-
bers. Any style, easy to read re-
flective numbers made to fit your 
existing carved wood or painted 
house sign. Reasonably priced & 
ideal for multi-property driveways. 
Also new driveway markers with 
large 4” letters. Call 537-1833.
EXPERT CLOCK repair and res-
toration - antiques my specialty. 
Free estimates, reasonable rates. 
Free house calls for shut-ins and 
heavy clocks.  Mark’s Clock-
works, 537-5061.
STORAGE TANKS: water, septic, 
sewage-holding (polyethylene). 
Ecological Systems: sewage-
treatment plants, effluent filters. 
Visa, Mastercard, American 
Express accepted. GIS Sales & 
Rentals 653-4013.
SALT SPRING Vacuum - Large 
selection of bags and belts. On-
island service work. New and 
used vacuums for sale. Also, 
sales & installation of built-in 
vacuums 537-0066.
SSI ANTIQUES and Architectural 
Salvage now featuring second 
dealer on site. Fine porcelains 
and collectibles. New items every 
week. Fine antiques bought and 
sold. Now open every Saturday 
10 - 3 or by appointment. Mer-
chants Mews Unit 21-315 Upper 
Ganges Rd., 537-7861.
USED HOT tub: round, 4 seater, 
cedar skirted, rebuilt spa pack. 
Good condition, 1 year warranty. 
$2100. 537-5147.
PIES FOR sale - pork, turkey, 
salmon, fruit pies, tarts, cabbage 
rolls. Call Annette at 537-2208.
DCP DESIGNS: 20% Winter Sale 
on wool coats and hats now at 
the Waterfront Gallery.
REGAL CATALOGUE sales, 
photocopies, rubber stamps, ad-
dress labels, nametags, laminat-
ing, customer office orders - call 
Dawn at et cetera 537-5115. 
CANON BJC-80 portable colour 
printer/scanner, build-in infrared 
port, cordless double jet PC/
printer $180. Telus/Sanyo duo 
mode PCS digital cell phone 
SCP-4500 with operating manual 
$75. Wooden drafting table $80. 
1920 Canadiana drop leave table 
- Bakalite handles on cutlery 
drawers $180. Please call 537-
0866.
DOUBLE BED, clean and com-
fortable $100. Microwave and 
stand $50. 537-4123.
GOING DOWNTOWN Vancou-
ver? Why fly to Richmond? Fly 
Salt Spring Air to Downtown 
Vancouver or Airport. 537-9880, 
www.saltspringair.com.
ELECTRIC HOSPITAL bed, no 
rails, $500. Phone Vicki 653-
9115.
WASHER & DRYER $75 ea. 
Small freezer, air hockey table 
$50. Weights & weight bench 
$50. Wine making supplies 537-
4248.
CARESEAT/STROLLER combo 
(6 - 20 lbs.), baby bassinet, 
Pioneer 200 watt speakers, IKEA 
futon, double box spring, 18 K 
diamond ring. All new and beauti-
ful! 538-0277.
90 FT +/- ALUMINUM deck rail-
ing $250. Beige toilet, tub, sink 
w./vanity & fixtures. $75. 537-
9318.

350 MISC. FOR SALE
WHITE FRIDGE & self clean 
range $50 ea. 4 swivel bar stools 
$60. 537-9318.
SAWMILLS from $3,495.00 -Lum-
berMate-2000 & LumberLite-24. 
Norwood Industries also manufac-
tures utility ATV attachments, log 
skidders, board edgers and for-
estry equipment. www.norwood-
industries.com - Free Information: 
1-800-566-6899 Ext. 400 OT.

 351 MISC. WANTED
WANTED: BABY items: crib & 
mat, pram-type stroller, three 
wheel running stroller. Good and 
sturdy. 653-9560.
WANTED: 24” ELECTRIC 
STOVE, prefer white, & small pro-
pane fireplace. Call 537-5825.

 370 PETS/LIVESTOCK
RIPLEES RANCH Super Premi-
um pet foods, grooming products. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Home 
delivery. Gulf Islands Pet Sup-
plies, Authorized Distributor. Call 
Janine at 653-2095.
FREE TO loving home that will 
take both. 15 year pure bred, stan-
dard bred gelding, and 20 year 
Arab mare. Easy keepers. Tack at 
great price. 250-539-9818.

 379 FREE/RECYCLABLES
THIS COLUMN is designed for 
free recyclable items only (no 
animals). There is no charge to 
place items in this column. Ads 
can be submitted in person at 
the Driftwood office (328 Lower 
Ganges Road) by normal dead-
line (Monday 4 pm.) or by phone 
537-9933, fax 537-2613 or email 
driftwood@gulfislands.net. 
SALT SPRING Island Recycle 
Depot is located at 349 Rain-
bow Rd. We are open Tuesday 
through Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm. 
This service is operated by Salt 
Spring Island Community Ser-
vices. Please call The Recycle 
Depot at 537-1200, or Commu-
nity Services at 537-9971 for in-
formation on materials accepted 
for recycling.
IF THE LADY who bought the knit-
ted  doll at the garage sale Thurs-
day, Dec. 30   phones 537-1230, 
she can have her special hat.
UPRIGHT PIANO, you move 
when the snow melts. 653-4573.
SEAFOAM GREEN sofa bed, us-
able but not perfect. 537-9318.

 390 WEBSITES
SALT SPRING Music is on the 
Internet at www.saltspringmusic.
com. Hear song samples before 
you buy. Pay by cheque or credit 
card. More than 40 CDs avail-
able.

Real Estate
 460 WANTED TO BUY

SALT SPRING NEWLYWEDS 
hoping to stay & raise family. 
Pre-approved for mortgage up to 
$200,000. Not fussy. Please call 
537-8478.

 490 WEBSITES
REAL ESTATE listings for the 
Gulf Islands are viewable any-
where in the world with Internet 
access. www.gulfislands.net

Rentals
 500 APT/SUITES FOR RENT

2 OR 3 BEDROOM suite, fur-
nished, avail for rent immed. 
N/S, N/P, oceanview. $900/mo. 
537-4111.
GROUND FLOOR 2 bdrm. suite 
near Beddis Beach. Suit mature 
single or couple. N/S. $600 + utili-
ties. Call Judith 604-291-9033 or 
Joan 538-1877.
SPACIOUS MODERN apartment, 
1 or 2 adults, close to ocean, 
$750 month. 537-9754.
EXECUTIVE 1 BEDROOM, large 
living room. View of Fulford Har-
bour. Hot tub, wood stove, pet 
welcome. $825 includes utilities. 
Lease. 653-9966.
VESUVIUS, PRIVATE entry 700 
sq. ft. includes utilities. Smoke 
free. No dogs. 537-9427.
LONG TERM, comfortable, large 
one bedroom ground floor apart-
ment, 2km from Ganges. $700/
month including utilities. Recently 
renovated. Washer and Dryer. 
Separate entrance and parking. 
N/S, N/P. Available Jan 1. Contact 
537-8824.

 510 COMMERCIAL SPACE
COMMERCIAL STOREFRONT 
available Jan. 1, 2005, 1170 sq. 
ft. Call Allan Bruce, Creekhouse 
Realty. 537-5553.

 520 HOUSES FOR RENT
LAKE VIEW 2 bedroom house on 
Woodland Dr. New wood stove, 
four appliances, no dogs, no 
smokers please. Best suited for 2 
adults, $825/mo. call Don or Noni 
at 537-9517.
RENT REDUCTION for the right 
tenant, 2 bedroom, 5 appliances, 
carport, garden courtyard, N/S, 
N/P, $800 includes utilities. 226 
Maliview, available immediately. 
537-5771.
LONG TERM, 3 bedrooms, 1 
bath. Large fenced yard, house 
in good repair. Includes: washer, 
dryer, stove, fridge, carport, shed. 
N/S, no dogs, cats o.k. Avail. Jan. 
21, $1000/mo. Bob 653-4513. 
References required.
FULLY FURNISHED 1 & 2 bed-
room cottages on St. Mary Lake, 
$550 - $650 plus hydro. N/S, N/P, 
Oct. 1 - March 31. 537-2585.
3 BEDRM RANCHER in Ganges, 
availble Feb. 1. 4 years old, dou-
ble-car heated garage, min 1 year 
lease, N/S N/P, 127 Woodhall Pl. 
Call Calgary 403-242-2001 or 
Victoria 250-381-6200.
IMMEDIATELY - 3 bedroom, 1 
bath, large living room. 5 ap-
pliances. New home, centrally 
located. $975/mo. No dogs. Call 
537-4996.
CLEAN BRIGHT, 2 bdrm. New 
galley kitchen, on quiet acre, 
Vesuvius area, w/d, long term 
$950. 537-8393.
1 BDRM COTTAGE in Ganges, 
W/D, cat OK, N/S, long term, 
available Jan. 15, $700 plus util. 
References please. 537-2728.
A SPECIAL house: beautiful 3++ 
bdrm with large deck & garage  
on 3/4 acre near Ganges. ADSL, 
long term lease, $1250.  N/S, 
refs. 537-5912.
VERY NICE family home, 3 bed-
room, 2 bathroom. Tidal water-
front, close to town, lease, $1300/
mo. Available Feb. 1. 653-9206.

520 HOUSES FOR RENT
CRAFTED 1 BEDROOM cot-
tage with amazing views, close 
to town, on acreage, wood stove,  
$850. Lease, references, N/S.  
long term. 537-5912.
DELUXE OCEANVIEW ‘Bayside’ 
townhome, 2 bedrooms, 2-1/2 
bathrooms, wood & slate floors. 
$1200/mo. Available immedi-
ately. Call Kelly Regen 537-1201 
(pager).
COZY, CLEAN 2 bdrm., 1 bath, on 
small lot. Newer appl., W/D, ocean 
view, close to town, beach access, 
lg. garage/workshop w/office, 
$1000 + util., Feb. 1. 537-5659.
600 SQ. FT. CABIN on 12 acre 
oceanfront farm, lots of windows 
- sunshine, $600/mo. plus utili-
ties, N/S, N/P. 537-9880.
FULFORD WATERFRONT, s/w 
exposure, lge. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
2000 sq. ft., slate, hardwood, 
stone f/p, skylights, decks, gour-
met kitchen/granite, sub zero 
fridge. $1850/mo. 831-588-9576.
OCEANVIEW CUSTOM home, 
near Beddis Beach, lge 3 bdrm, 
2-1/2 bath, 2200 sq ft, hardwood 
floors, skylights, stone f/p, +2 
woodburning f/p, 2 dens, decks, 
+ studio space on 3/4 acre. 
$1450/mo  831-471-1977.
COZY 2 BEDROOM mobile 
home, covered enclosed deck, 
small garden, cat o.k., in Cedar-
view Park. Avail. now. $425. 537-
2310 and 537-0612.
ST. MARY LAKE, one bedroom, 
wood heat, shared property, suits 
1 or 2 quiet adults, N/S, no dogs. 
References, long term, $720 + 
util. 537-5681.
SEMI WATERFRONT house 
(Fernwood). 4 BR, rec room, 
W.D., DW, airtight. Feb. 1. No 
pets, refs. req’d. $1300 per mo. 
Phone 537-0909.
2 BDRM COTTAGE, long-term, 
close to Ganges, private. Wood 
heat/electric,  garden plot avail-
able. Suitable for single or couple. 
No dogs, cat OK. Reference re-
quired. $775, includes yard care. 
Please call 604-731-9910.

520 HOUSES FOR RENT

530 SHARED ACCOMMODATION
HOUSEMATE WANTED on 
Galiano. Large family home with 
500 sq ft workshop/studio, dark-
room, horsebarn. Suit creative, 
musical, mainly vegetarian non-
smoker. 539-9866. Avail. immed. 
SHARED ACCOMMODATION 
near Ganges: clean,  furnished 
room, shared kitchen/bathroom, 
laundry. $325 inclusive. Page: 1-
800-691-9366 (not pay-phone).
ROOM FOR  rent, great shared 
house, close to Ganges. Private 
bath available. Quiet grownups 
only, N/S, no partiers. 537-4433.

 540 WANTED/RENTALS
PROFESSIONAL COUPLE with 
well behaved medium dog wish 
to lease long term house on Salt 
Spring Island. 2-3 bedrooms and 
two baths preferred, garage, and 
view of water or harbour. Fur-
nished O.K. or we can furnish. 
Satellite TV and Internet access 
a plus. We are boaters so near 
water preferred. Please respond 
to: kandwrichards@earthlink.net
OUR RENTAL house has sold! 3 
bdrm sought by Feb. 1, long term, 
family incl. local professional, 
exc. island references, N/S, N/P, 
landscaping incl. 538-1907. Still 
looking!!

Accommodation
 615 HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
RENT AN Islander’s 1 BR condo 
in the Ptarmigan Ridge complex 
at Mount Washington. Drive in, 
ski out, sleeps 4. Call Pam at 
Peak Accommodations, 866-826-
7325, or e-mail info@peakaccom.
com, and ask for Unit 210. 
TIMESHARE RESALES –RiiStro-
man.com–Since 1979. Buy-sell-
rent-exchange. Worldwide selec-
tion. Call now! 1-800-201-0864. 
ALL INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS 
...Cheapest airfares and package 
prices in Canada. Discounted 
cruises, hotels, cars. Book online 
now and save. www.canadatrav-
els.com or Call toll-free: 1-800-
563-5722.
GULF ISLANDS GETAWAY. 
Rooms and cabins at beautiful 
west coast waterfront retreat. 
Private, exclusive, and tranquil. 
Daily and weekly rates with most 
rooms starting at $100 per night 
(double occupancy). Family ac-
commodation/rates available. 
Convenient ferry access. Call 
Clam Bay Farm, 1-250-629-6313. 
www.clambay.com. 

 690 WEBSITES
ACCOMMODATION INFORMA-
TION for the Gulf Islands is a 
mouse-click away. www.gulfis-
lands.net

Transportation
 805 AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

805 AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

822 CAMPERS & TRAILERS
IMPORT CAMPER. 1977 Pa-
poose, 7.6 ft, fridge, stove, fur-
nace, new RV battery, sleeps, 
4, no leaks, in good condition. 
Fits mid-sized truck incl Dakota. 
$1600 OBO. Call 538-0052.  

823 CARGO TRAILERS

 825 CARS, SALES
1988 MERCEDES 300 SE, 
beautiful, shiny black, fully load-
ed, leather interior, low mileage, 
great condition, $10,600 obo, 
537-4608.
1992 SUBARU LOYALE, 4 dr. 
sdn., only 138K, auto, am/fm/
cass., P/W, P/L, well serviced, 
complete records. $3800 firm. 
537-4710.
1987 HONDA CIVIC H/B, 5 
spd., am/fm/cd, well serviced, 
12 yr. family car, $1200 firm. 
537-4710.

845 RV SALES
OVER 200 NEW & used mo-
torhomes, diesel pushers, 5th 
wheels, trailers, vans, campers. 
Total RV Centre. Special RV fi-
nancing. Since 1984. Voyager RV 
- Hwy 97, Winfield, BC. 1-800-
668-1447. www.voyagerRV.ca

 850 TIRES
www.discounttires-autorepairs.
com. Guaranteed tires from $10. 
2920 Jacklin (Langford). 1-888-
383-1050.

 855 TRUCKS/4X4S
1992 TAHOE BLAZER, 4 wheel 
drive, less than 100,000 kms., 
auto, power everything, air condi-
tioned, $7500. 537-9507.
1993 F250 4X4, extended cab, 
captain’s seat, air cond. Cruise 
control, headache rack, new  
master cylinder, $10,900. 537-
0881.
1973 FORD, 1 ton dump truck, 
double ram hydraulics, good 
390 engine, other custom fea-
tures. Can handle 5 ton pay load. 
$2000 obo. Call 537-4346 or see 
at Murakami’s.
JEEP GRAND Wagoneer, 1987. 
Yes, the “Woody” is for sale! 
Great shape. Now $4000 obo. 
Call Peter 653-0007 or  view at 
Tread Shed.
1984 LANDROVER 4X4. Excel-
lent utility, farm, island runabout 
vehicle. Aluminum body, rebuilt 
engine, hardtop & soft top. 
Great in the snow! $7500. (250) 
537-1807.

$0 DOWN OAC. Guaranteed 
credit approvals. Trucks, 4x4s, 
crew cabs, diesels, sport utilities, 
cars & vans. Repos, broken leas-
es, heavy duty equipment. Take 
over payments. Free delivery. Call 
Lawrence Siccia, BC’s largest fi-
nance broker. 1-800-993-3673. 
Vancouver 604-327-6377.

 856 BUSES, VANS
1998 PLYMOUTH VOYAGER. 
New tires, new battery, new wind-
shield. 110,000km. Very clean. 
$8500 obo. 537-1856.
DODGE RAM Camper Van. 
Stove, fridge. View at Murakami’s. 
Perfect Winter home. Phone Ce-
leste 537-2444 and leave mes-
sage. 
1994 MAZDA  MPV 7-passenger 
mini van. $5200. 220,000 km, V6, 
well maintained & good body. Ex-
cellent condition. 537-4536.
1992 MAZDA MPV 7 pass, 
180,000 kms., V6, F.W.D., P.W. 
tint, 2 extra Blizzak snows, $5000 
obo. 537-4190 after 6 p.m.

 900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
GOTTA SELL your car, truck, 
boat, RV, trailer or motorcycle? 
Advertise it in the Driftwood for 
8 weeks at only $29.95. (private 
party ads, 20 words, 1 vehicle 
per special, must be prepaid.) 
Call 537-9933 for details.
PLEASE NOTE: Too Late to 
Classify ads are accepted until 
12:00pm Tuesday at the rate of 
$11.25 for 20 words or less and 
36 cents for each additional word. 
The Driftwood cannot be respon-
sible for errors or omissions as 
these ads may not be proof read 
because of time constraint.
GARBAGE GURU & Strong 
Woman Hauling Father & Daugh-
ter team. Total  cleanup & demo-
lition and hauling. Vanessa or 
David 537-1984.
JANUARY SPECIAL. One month 
free  Internet Service, includes 
dial-up from $11.95 and ADSL 
from $29.95. www.saltspringin-
ternet.com. Call Barb for details, 
538-0052.   
SUMMERSIDE (FORMERLY 
Atkins Common) Adult pool 
memberships available to public. 
Single/couple $100/$175. Pay-
able in advance with 3 month 
minimum. Call Royal Property 
Mgt 537-5577.
WANTED TO rent: one open room 
cabin or suite; private, quiet. Cov-
ered storage. One well-mannered 
spayed cat. Approx. $500, utilities 
included. Wonderful references. 
Skye Wolfe, 537-9809.
WHAT BUGS you? Find out at 
the SSI Conservancy slide show 
& talk. “Bugs: The Good, The Bad 
and The Beautiful” Saturday Jan. 
15, 7 pm, Lion’s Hall.
SHAKES N SHINGLES.  #1's, 
#2's, & #3's.  18" & 24".  Tapers, 
resawns, barns & Sidewall Per-
fections.  $85 to $225 a square,  
tax  included.  CSA APPROVED. 
Warranteed.  Phone 653-4458. 
THE SPCA is at full capacity 
and urgently seeking homes for 
awesome cats of all varieties. If 
you have room in your life for a 
fabulous feline companion or two, 
please come and meet them. 
Mon. - Fri. 11 - 4. 537-1442 or 
537-2123.
WANTED: RETIRED person 
with mechanical experience to 
volunteer part time to help other 
volunteers in the maintenance & 
modification of some very inter-
esting machinery. 537-4895.
FULL CIRCLE Coaching & Pi-
lates. New Session! January 10. 
Registration: Rheona Severson 
537-5309, rheona@saltspring.
com.
FOUND: SHORT haired female 
apricot tabby with zigzag tail. 
Downtown area. Please call 537-
2123.
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Call The Driftwood today
to order your photo reprint!

537-9933
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Coming soon:

Logomania

Tide Book

��������������������
��������

������������������
�����������������������
�������������������������������
��������������������
�����������������������
����������������

��������������������������������������

����������
�����������

����������������
������������
���������������������
��������

����������
�������
��������������������

������������������
����������

825 CARS, SALES
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THE GANGES 
FAERIE 

MINI SHUTTLE
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Cell: 537-6758 

Pager: 538-9007 
Home: 537-5305
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 900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
1987 NISSAN MAXIMA, runs, needs a 
little work to be a good Island car. $500 
obo. 537-4171.
EXPERIENCED AND reliable interior 
painter, any size project, reasonable, 
responsible and friendly. Call Japhy 
653-0073.
FOUND: DOLL dressed in blue flannel. 
Contact Nature Works at 537-2325.
WANTED: CREW for 45 ft. ketch for 
passage from Trinidad to Victoria. Leav-
ing mid-March. Some passage-making 
experience essential. Alan Montrichard 
537-4510.
TIME FLIES  and so should you. Salt 
Spring Air: 2 flights daily to downtown 
Vancouver and Airport. 537-9880, www.
saltspringair.com.
FUNDRAISER RESCHEDULED to Jan. 
23. Blue Horse Fundraiser for Tsunami 
Relief, Sunday Jan 23, 10 - 7. 175 North 
View Dr.
ENVIRONMENTAL FARM Planning 
Workshop, Saturday, January 22. See 
details in “coming events” or contact 
Sheri Nielson. 537-1883.
SALT SPRING Historical Society meet-
ing, Jan. 12/05 has been cancelled.
KIDS YOGA  with Donna at Ganges 
Yoga Studio starting Thursday Jan. 13, 
3:45 - 4:30 pm. 5 classes for $40. Par-
ents welcome! Call 537-2444.
PRE-INVENTORY SALE. The House-
ware’s Store. Save up to 50% off.
YOGA SCHEDULE posted on www.
gangesyogastudio.com
TAEKWONDO POSTPONEMENT 
- Due to the weather, Olympic Tae-
kwondo class scheduled Jan. 14 now 
moved to Fri., Jan. 21, 3:30 - 5:30 pm, 
Lions Club.
PRE-INVENTORY SALE. Home Hard-
ware. Save up to 50% off.
BELLY DANCING. New class with Ori-
ana!  Thursday Jan. 13, 7 - 8:15 pm in 
Studio Be. Call Ganges Yoga Studio 
537-2444.

 900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
$70 CAR & driver, $10 ferry food, $18 
for all day parking...Flying over the is-
lands... Priceless! Saltspring Air, 537-
9880, www.saltspringair.com.
10% OFF all books at Coastal Currents. 
From Wed. Jan. 12 to Tue. Jan.18. Also 
30% off all Christmas stock. 
1975 CHEVY 1 TON, new  tires, 4 
speed, standard, flat deck, overweight 
springs, $2000. 537-1984.
NIA — FUN-FILLED barefoot boogie. 
New class times in Studio Be! Tuesdays 
9 - 10:15 am, Fridays 11 am - 12:15 pm. 
Call 537-2444.
THIS WEEK’S winners of LED flashers 
from the Driftwood are Ryder Bergerud, 
Michael Elsser, Maggie O’Scalleigh, 
Deanna Marleau and Lynn Stewart. En-
ter to win by filling out a ballot at Mouats 
Home Hardware or Sports Traders. Re-
member - be safe, be seen!
BEGINNERS YOGA. Pre-register $66/6 
wks. Wednesdays 5:30 - 6:30 pm. Jan 
19 - Feb 23. Ganges Yoga Studio, 537-
2444.
GALAXY WASHER & dryer. Both nearly 
new - perfect condition, $190 each. You 
pick up. 537-9889.
FREE - 19” TV and VCR, both working, 
with remotes. 537-9889.
PRE-INVENTORY SALE. Bed, Bath & 
Hardware. Save up to 50% off.
YOGA  DISCOUNTED specials. Pre-
register $75/8 wks. Drop in $10. Tues-
days 7:30 - 8:30 am or Wednesdays 
6:30 - 7:45 pm. Starting Jan. 11 at Gan-
ges Yoga Studio. Call 537-2444.
HONDA EM5000SX Generator, electric 
start, good shape, $1750. Delta 14” drill 
press, $200. 537-2820.
NEW PAINTER in town. Now is a great 
time to paint your home. Call Bob at 
538-8442.
HOBBYIST LOOKING for old tube test 
equipment, tube stereos, old amps - No 
TVs. Will pick up. Call Donn at 537-
5931. 

Crossword Puzzle not available this week.

Answers to last week’s crossword:

 900 TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
MANY PEOPLE came to this land be-
cause it was free. The natives never 
believed anyone could own land. World 
wars were fought to protect our freedom. 
On Jan. 13, David Arthur Johnson will 
be sentenced for sleeping outside St. 
Anne’s Academy. He has been arrested 
21 times for this same action. David 
refuses to use money. If he goes to jail 
he will fast. The land is no longer free, 
the people are no longer free, the poor 
serve the rich, and the rich serve them-
selves. Shebib 537-1984.
PILATES & BODY BALL. New classes 
with Shannon at Ganges Yoga Studio. 
Mondays and Wednesdays starting Jan. 
10. Info and register call 537-2444.
SPIRITED RHYTHMS with  Jambanja, 
Zimbabwean dance band! SOLID ben-
efit for African grassroots projects; Sat., 
Jan. 15, Beaver Pt. Hall. All ages family 
fun. $12 donation. Info 537-8735.  
ONE DUPLEX unit for rent, in Ganges, 
$450/month. Available Feb. 1. 537-7195.
SALE, SALE, sale - coming soon @ 
West of the Moon. Thu. Jan. 20 to Sun. 
Jan. 23. 3rd annual ‘Support the Food-
bank’ store wide sale. 15% off or 25% off 
with a donation. See next weeks ad in 
the Coming Events Section.

Letter to the editor?
Press release? 

What’s On calendar event?

Send it to news@gulfislands.net.

Classified Hotline
537-9933

This Week’s
 Horoscope 

by Michael O’Connor

2005 is off to a dramatic start. 
Natural disasters are stirring 
fears and apocalyptic imagina-
tions. These tests to our collective 
sense of humanity may be just 
the beginning. This is a time of 
initiation on both personal and 
especially on collective levels. 
This is the curve in the road that 
we have been expecting. The 
birth of a new humanity certainly 
has its share of pain. People are 
increasingly suspicious of the 
intentions and actions of govern-
mental authorities. Consequently, 
other organizations, especially 
humanitarian groups, are rising to 
the occasion and demonstrating 
their sincere intentions. Aquarius 
is about people power and Moth-
er Nature is helping us to com-
bine our efforts. As the Sun enters 
Aquarius this week, we have even 
more reason to reflect and to act 
upon cooperative efforts. This is 
the need of the times and the 
hope of future generations.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
Re-discovering who you are and where 
you best fit at this stage of your journey 
continues in the spotlight. Your mood 
is pragmatic and ambitious. At best, a 
creative and strategic attitude prevails. 
Alternatively, you may be the source of 
friction and frustration for others in as 
much as you are pushing too hard. You 
are open to fairness, however, and as 
long on others are playing fair you will 
too. Assert your personal ambitions 
and rights fairly.

Taurus (Apr 21 – May 20)
A rather deep soul searching time is 
upon you. The more conscious you are 
of this fact the better. Whatever is hap-
pening in your life, the plot, setting and 
perhaps especially the players, are 
not the source of this process. Such 
event oriented perspectives belie inner 
evolutionary processes. Claiming per-
sonal responsibility without blame of 
self or others is the foundation of per-
sonal power. Lay claim to this power 
and you will feel respect coming from 
within and from without.

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 20)
Questions about the reality of illusion 
and the illusion of reality are teeter-
tottering in your mind. Letting go of 
what seems to constitute security and 
trusting in your own center of power 
and awareness is the goal now. This is 
where true friendship shines brightest. 
Being one’s own best friend reflects 
the fact that the primary relationship is 
with oneself. Let go of any judgemental 
attitudes and choose to trust in the 
natural flow that is unfolding now.

Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 21)
Managing your affairs on relationship 
fronts is now in focus. There are some 
important decisions to make and you 
do well to be open and perhaps heed 
the advice of others. Overconfidence 
could cause you more trouble than it is 
worth now. Tough negotiations require 
an empathetic approach. This means 
truly hearing what others need and 
want. However, it may not be easy to 
take decisive action yet. Deliberate 
until you feel clear.

Leo (Jul 22 – Aug 22)
You are in the mood to create a new 
sense of order and a healthy routine. 
Practical considerations are a chal-
lenge to more playful and adventur-
ous aspirations. Health concerns and 
issues may be on the top of your list. 
You are in a good position to multi- 
task. However, try to avoid scattering 
your energies and focus. Take some 
time to brainstorm for ideas. Follow the 
guidance of your higher will and mind 
rather than forcing situations.

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 21)
Playing with new ideas and enter-
taining new prospects is keeping you 
busy now. Associations of one kind 
or another require your full attention. 

Expanding your scope of contacts will 
bring emotional, material and spiritual 
gains. Accepting changes is neces-
sary for your health and well being. 
However, there may be a few frustrat-
ing delays challenging your personal 
agenda. Flow with the outer reality and 
play more for overall balance.

Libra (Sep 22 – Oct 21)
Asserting your sense of authority and 
leadership both at home and in public 
spheres is the call now. Organizing 
and planning events is a source of 
creating stimulus. Taking a leadership 
role when necessary and yielding to 
the authority of others as necessary 
should feel natural for you. Trust that 
you are establishing a solid foundation 
even if you are not sure of the direction 
yet. Anchor in your center and expand 
your potential in the world.

Scorpio (Oct 22 – Nov 21)
Tending to an array of errands and 
responsibilities finds your juggling a 
variety of details and directions. The 
time has come to assert the next stage 
of your plan. You are ambitious to go 
big. A deep feeling of confidence is 
welling up from within to support your 
goals. Do not let the limiting perspec-
tives of reality coming from others 
to block your progress. Winners are 
dreamers who bring their visions into 
reality beyond all odds. 
 
Sagittarius (Nov 21 – Dec 20)
Fortifying your overall foundation 
continues. Creative thinking, strategic 
planning and deliberate follow through 
are necessary for success. Pioneering 
energies are available to support your 
cause now so do not scatter your ener-
gies. Balancing your talk with realistic 
walk will win the confidences of others. 
Sometimes it is about what you know, 
at others it is about whom you know 
and increasingly it is about who you 
are. Break through your conditioning 
and be real now.
 
Capricorn (Dec 21 – Jan 19)
Taking new initiatives implies decisive 
action. Directing your own energies 
rather than trying to manage others 
too much will bring the results you 
seek. Clearing beliefs and habits within 
will open doors without. This is a good 
time to entertain new business pros-
pects. The time has come to take a few 
more risks. However, avoid making 
long-term commitments just now. Per-
sonal projects will prove more fulfilling.

Aquarius (Jan 20- Feb 19)
A dreamy, idealistic and perhaps 
visionary mood continues to stir your 
imagination. You are increasingly 
aware of the imbalance and injus-
tice in the world and dream of doing 
something about it. However, you may 
feel overwhelmed by the scope. Join-
ing with others for the sake of larger 
causes will bring you peace of mind. 
The world is changing and people 
power is rising to counter institutional 
corruption and selfish private interests. 
For now, rest and retreat.

Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
Merging your talents, visions and ener-
gies with those of others is keeping 
you busy now. You are in a good posi-
tion to make a lot happen in a short 
amount of time. This is a call for disci-
pline and some measure of executive 
power. Breaking through old limitations 
requires focus, awareness and dedi-
cation. As long as you are ready and 
willing to flow with change and stay 
on top of things you will be successful. 
Cooperatives will work best.
 

Michael O’Connor, Sunstar Astrology
Sessions by Phone or in Person
(250)352-2936
www.sunstarastrology.com

* Gift Certificates * STAR Reports*
* Affirmation * Inspiration 
* Vision  * Strategy *

HOROSCOPE BROUGHT TO YOU BY...

a r v i d @ s a l t s p r i n g . c om

537•5568

Arvid 
Chalmers

Ltd.
Real Estate
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Ad worked on by S.P.
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BREAKFAST All Day Every Day
8am - 2pm
Tree House Café - Ganges only

Now you can have them for lunch

People say
OUR BURGERS ARE THE BEST

BIG NEW Menus

FAST & AFFORDABLE BREAKFAST
Breaky Buns $4.00
Standard Breakfast $5.00

����������������

����������������

New menus at the Tree House – 
both locations
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Copper Kettle seeking solutions for island homeless
If the Copper Kettle Soci-

ety ran Salt Spring Island, 
homelessness and lack of 
decent shelter would no lon-
ger be an issue.

Its members are working 
on specif ic solutions and 
want to form a partnership 
with any other groups or 
individuals who can help.

“The generosity is there, 
the spirit of giving is now 
here,” said Copper Kettle 
dynamo Cherie Geauvreau. 

“We have so much brains and 
we have so much knowledge 
and experience in this com-
munity it’s unbelievable.”

Geauvreau estimates about 
50 people on Salt Spring 
are homeless. She said four 
more people lost their shel-
ter last week.

Copper Kettle has been 
able to help several people 
by providing sleeping bags, 
tents, tarps and other “camp-

ing” supplies. A Capital 
Regional District grant-in-
aid assisted the purchase of 
needed items.

But the society really 
wants to f ind long-term, 
secure shelter for these indi-
viduals, many of whom work 
at the lower-paying jobs on 
the island.

“We need to address 
the problem of homeless-
ness,” said Geauvreau. “We 
do it with what we have at 

hand. We have housing in 
our community that can be 
purchased. Copper Kettle is 
willing to do this . . . to be 
the transparent organization 
where people come first.”

Geauvreau explained that 
the Copper Kettle group 
hopes to purchase a 3,800-
square-foot home on Stark 
Road, which could be trans-
formed into a rooming house 
with the collection of indi-

vidually affordable rents 
covering the mortgage and 
administration costs. Rents 
could also held build a fund 
to buy even more housing.

“We want to be the com-
munity partnership that 
invites the community in to 
look at a whole new way of 
looking at housing — keep-
ing it in perpetuity. We need 
to not only help put a roof 
over their heads, we need to 

give them tenure.”
Copper Kettle also wants 

to open a day shelter, so 
homeless people can have 
access to a cup of coffee 
and some food, shower and 
laundry facilities, pick up 
their mail or work on their 
resumes.

Anyone wanting more 
information or to help 
should call Geauvreau at 
537-1027.

Fulford shelter investigated
A south end emergency shelter spot was 

being arranged as the Driftwood went to 
press Tuesday afternoon.

According to Ken Rouleau of StarBooks,  
the Fulford Hall or Fulford Inn were being 
investigated as options, in case more bad 
weather caused further power outages or 
isolation. 

Bruce Patterson and Ken Lee were desig-
nated organizers for the effort, he said.

People should call the emergency opera-

tions centre at 537-1220 for more informa-
tion.

Rouleau said volunteers to relocate people 
may also be needed. 

“As a nice coming together of community, 
some of the homeless who have been down 
at the [StarBooks] store and [United] church 
are now being contracted to clear the town 
drainages so to avoid flooding in Ganges and 
snow-plough the areas most in need of clear-
ing. Everyone helping everyone.”
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Since our first Great Kids edition hit the 
streets last September, we’ve been looking 
forward to the next one — and this is it. 

Not only was the positive feedback enough 
to tell us that Great Kids was a winning 
concept for readers, but there’s something 
especially rewarding about putting the 
spotlight on a diverse collection of youth. 

Good news stories and tidbits about 
young islanders involved in sports, the arts, 
academics and community groups can always 
be found in the Driftwood. 

But Great Kids lets us get to know the 
people behind those one-paragraph mentions 
in a drama review or fundraising promotion. 

While Great Kids was initiated last fall to 
highlight middle and high school-aged youth 
and their pursuits, this time we decided to 
seek out a representative of the younger set. 
Grade 5 student Elizabeth Anderson stepped 
into that spot with real poise and charm.

Driftwood staff also enjoyed interviewing, 
photographing and writing about soccer 
player Cardin Davis, musician Zoë Guigueno, 
equestrienne Alexa Hardy, actor Kevin Parr, 
global awareness activist Morgan Smith and 
football player Mike Windsor. 

As you will read, there’s much more to the 
seven participants than the nouns preceding 
their names, but it’s those primary passions 

that brought them to our attention in the first 
place.

We even cast the net beyond Salt Spring 
and met a young woman from Mayne Island 
(Guigueno) and another from Galiano 
(Smith), for a chance to highlight inter-island 
connections and the wider Gulf Islands 
community.

Great Kids sponsors who bought an ad for 
each page deserve thanks for making this 
section possible. 

Please feel free to suggest names for our 
next edition!

Gail Sjuberg — Driftwood editor 

GULF ISLANDS KIDS: STILL MORE 
GREAT STORIES TO TELL

{we asked} 

WHAT’S GREAT ABOUT BEING 
A KID IN THE GULF ISLANDS?

 Morgan Smith          2
 

Elizabeth Anderson 3

Zoë Guigueno 4

Cardin Davis 5

Kevin Parr 6

Alexa Hardy 7

Mike Windsor 8

{inside today’s issue} 

THE KIDS

Paris Haase

Everybody knows you. If 
you have a good reputa-
tion, people trust you.‘‘

Elan Squire

What I could say is 
cliche: this place is 
beautiful and really nice 
to grow up in.‘‘

Ayla Lundy

There’s nothing to do 
so you’re forced to be-
come awesome friends 
with everyone.

Tammy Dean

You get a lot more 
opportunities and it’s 
amazingly beautiful. ‘‘

Niamh Plunkett

That you’re not exposed  
to the harsh “stuph” 
that happens in the city 
— like drugs, gangs, 
etc. I went to Vancouver 
for two weekends and it 
was disgusting.

‘‘
Elizabeth Anderson
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By MITCHELL SHERRIN

Morgan Smith might dance in a 
small community, but she has 
her eye on the big picture.

The Galiano-based Grade 12 
student loves to dance, but she 

also finds expression in encouraging friends to 
help others in need.

“There are so many people who want to give, 
but sometimes there is no opportunity,” Morgan 
said.

So she formed the Global Awareness program 
at Gulf Islands Secondary School (GISS) this 
year.

“I love it. It’s like a little mini dream of what 
I want to do in the future.”

As a director of the student-led program, 
she facilitates meetings and helps organize 
fundraisers for people in developing nations.

“The money we raise goes toward sending 
orphans in Rwanda to school.”

For every $50 collected by GISS students 
who sell muffins or return pop bottles, a child 
in Rwanda can attend school for a year, Morgan 
said.

“I put energy into this because there is so 
much need beyond us,” she said.

Morgan participated in a similar program 
in Squamish before she moved to Galiano in 
Grade 9.

“In Grade 12, I realized this is my last year, 
so I have to do it and I started it in September.”

Fellow GISS students encouraged her to form 
the Global Awareness program when she asked 
if there would be interest in the concept.

“Some people find it hard to take a leadership 
role, but I just fall into it.”

In addition to the recycling program and the 
muffin fundraiser, the 30-member group also 
started a coin drive, called Change for Change, 
and collected school supplies to help students 
in Rwanda.

“Even if it’s a pencil from each person, it 
means the world.”

The Global Awareness program is just one 
example of Morgan’s inclination to fill a niche 
that suits her interests.

When she moved to Galiano, she was 
disappointed to find no dance classes on the 
island.

“There wasn’t an opportunity for kids to take 
dance so I decided to create that.”

Morgan has studied ballet since the age of 
three and other dance styles since Grade 6. 
Last year, she provided two ballet classes for 
children and a jazz/hip-hop class for kids and 
adults.

“This year, I’m not doing that because I’m 
too busy but I hope to teach dance again in the 
summer.”

But Morgan is involved with dance as part 
of the Gulf Islands School of Performing Arts 
(GISPA), which provides six hours of instruction 
per week outside of regular school hours.

On top of school and Global Awareness 
commitments, Morgan is also a member of the 
SWOVA Youth Team.

She acknowledges her life is pretty busy.
“It can be so stressful at times. There’s times 

when I think I need to drop everything. But I’ll 
pull through.”

She relies on friends to help her stay relaxed 
and her family rents a house on Salt Spring, so 
Morgan and her brother travel less during the 
school week.

“Coming home to Galiano on the weekends 
is kind of like a little escape from the busyness 
of Salt Spring.”

Morgan is thinking about attending U.B.C. 
to study psychology or youth counselling next 
year. But, after living in France for three months 

last year, she’d like to try a university exchange 
abroad. “I have the travel bug now.”

For future career plans, Morgan is interested 
in psychology, teaching or child and youth 
work.

She recognizes she’s got tricky steps to take 
if she wants to accomplish everything on her 
list.

“I’m kind of ambitious. There’s lots of things 
I want to do.”

Morgan 
Smith
Morgan Morgan 

Stats

‘‘
‘‘

Some people find it 
hard to take a 

leadership role, but 
I just fall into it.

Morgan Smith
GREAT KID

Galiano teen builds global connections

Grade 12 student Morgan Smith stands in front of her Global Awareness program board 
at Gulf Islands Secondary School.

PHOTO BY DERRICK LUNDY/GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD
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Age: 17
Grade: 12
Lived on Galiano Island: 
4 years
Parents’ names: Shelley and 
David Smith
Siblings’ names: Bonn, 
Tara, Brooke
Likes: Dance, friends, travel
Dislikes: Exams
Favourite subjects: Dance, Peer 
Counselling
Least favourite subjects: 
Science, Math
Favourite book or author: 
Stuart McLean’s Vinyl Café series
Favourite movies: Dirty Dancing, 
Spider Man II, Beyond Borders
Favourite TV show: Friends
Favourite music: Everything
Favourite island hangout: 
Boating on the water
Future ambition: Work with youth
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By GAIL SJUBERG

Even though Elizabeth Anderson isn’t 
yet 11 years old, she’s already packed 
a bundle of positive experiences into 
her life on Salt Spring.

Islanders might know Elizabeth 
from her six years with Guiding groups, regular 
attendance at Community Gospel Chapel or 
through baseball and softball play on minor 
league association teams.

She’s an enthusiastic member of Salt Spring 
Elementary School’s Spirits leadership group 
and volunteers at the local Food Bank.

“I like helping out with the Food Bank, doing 
the Christmas baskets and sorting out the food,” 
says Elizabeth.

This year she and younger sister Christina 
took on a special assignment, scooting around 
gathering up the needed items for several 
baskets.

At school, the Spirits group for Grade 5 
students is tailor made for community-minded 
kids like Elizabeth.

“We get together and help kids on the 
playground if they need ice or help with stuff,” 
she explains.

“We organize special days, like Crazy Head 
Day . . . and Ice Cream Day.”

They deliver the school’s recyclables to the 
island’s depot, with Elizabeth’s mom Angela 
Anderson doing the driving, and raise funds for 
Salt Spring Elementary (SSE).

Elizabeth also likes playing basketball at 
SSE and baseball in the spring. Last season 
she was part of a winning Mouat’s Trading-
sponsored girls softball team that faced 
squads from Duncan, Chemainus and Salt 
Spring. 

Elizabeth’s mom Angela notes that her 
daughter enthusiastically pursues sports even 
though a heel problem has caused substantial 
pain at times in the past few years.

(In true active kid fashion, she has also 
endured sprained and broken wrists and had a 
stint on crutches.)

At Community Gospel, it’s Elizabeth’s job to 
help set up Communion, along with her Nana 
and Papa, Carole and Ben Martens.

Elizabeth talks with ease about all of her 
activities, but it’s the involvement with first 
Sparks, then Brownies and now Guides that 
ignites the most animated details.

Her blue sash is crowded with service and 
interest badges, along with a cluster of “thank-
you” badges marking Guides’ assistance at 
special events like the Lions Club’s Christmas 
dinner for seniors.

“We helped out with the Santa Claus visit, 
the World Development Tea — and we sell lots 
of cookies!” says Elizabeth.

“We go to camp and learn about nature and 
trees, and we sleep in tents . . . We had to cook 
our own meals. We cooked eggs and toast over 
a fire, and the toast got kind of burnt.”

She and Christina also attend the Boys and 
Girls Club on Fridays at the Pentecostal Church 
with Reverend Jim Cornock and group leader 
Robin Rudolph.

A summertime Christian family camp at 
Cowichan River is another favourite activity.

Elizabeth’s dad Brien Anderson suffered a 
workplace back injury just before she was born, 
so she’s had the not usual experience of living 

with a disability in the family. 
But Elizabeth has taken it all in stride, says 

mom.
“She’s always had a really positive outlook.”

When asked about some of daughter’s other 
attributes, Angela replies: “She has a great 
sense of humour . . . She’s very responsible . . . 
There’s definitely no hesitation to help out.”

Elizabeth
Anderson

Positive outlook shines on this young life

PHOTO BY GAIL SJUBERG/GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

Active in numerous island activities, Elizabeth Anderson is a proud member of the Girl 
Guides of Canada. She’s seen here with some of her badges.
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I like helping out 
with the Food 

Bank, doing the 
Christmas baskets 
and sorting out the 

food.

Elizabeth Anderson
GREAT KID

Age: 10 & 3/4
Grade: 5
Lived on Salt Spring: 
10 & 3/4 years
Parents’ names: Angela and Brien 
Anderson
Sibling’s name: Christina
Likes: Baseball, basketball, camp, 
Guides, church, Salt Spring Spirits
Dislikes: Nothing
Favourite subject: Art
Least favourite subject: 
Spelling
Favourite book or author: 
Roald Dahl’s BFG
Favourite movies: Freaky Friday, 
Finding Nemo
Favourite TV show: 
That’s So Raven
Favourite music: Hilary Duff
Favourite Salt Spring hang-
out: Home
Future ambition: Singer
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Zoë 
Guigueno
ZZ ëë

Stats
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Music has taken 
over this year, but I 

want to keep 
writing.

Zoë  Guigueno
GREAT KID
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PHOTO BY MITCHELL SHERRIN/GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD

By MITCHELL SHERRIN

Zoë Guigueno has numerous passions. 
Some interests are fleeting charms like 
stints of juggling or knitting, but a few 
strands remain constant.

“Music? I’ll never be able to use it 
up and move on from it,” she said.

An accomplished singer, bassist and 
saxophonist, Guigueno is currently a member 
of five music groups.

“A few people light up the room each year 
and you know when she walks in the room; it’s 
positive ‘mojo,’” said Gulf Islands Secondary 
School (GISS) music teacher Bruce Smith.

Zoë sings in the jazz choir and plays bass 
in the jazz band and jazz combo as a Grade 
12 student in the new Gulf Islands School of 
Performing Arts (GISPA) that started at GISS 
this year.

But out in the community, the 16-year-old 
also plays saxophone in the Salt Spring Concert 
Band and demonstrates the range of her talents 
in an enchanting Mayne-Island-based trio of 
young artists called Bell Jar.

“We play a lot of Celtic and folk, along with 
all the jazz.”

Her favourite music for the moment is jazz 
flavoured by Chet Baker, Charles Mingus and 
Phil Woods. But she also appreciates Celtic 
conjurings by Marc Atkinson of The Bills and 
good old folk by Joni Mitchell.

Along with her interest in music, Zoë is 
also drawn to reading and writing. She even 
published a 50-page book when she was nine.

“My dad’s a writer and I’m really inspired by 
him,” she said. 

“Whenever I ask him a question about 
anything, it turns into a two-hour lecture. He’s a 
wealth of knowledge.”

Zoë’s mom also owns a bookstore on Mayne 
to add to the literary influences.

“Music has taken over this year but I want to 
keep writing.”

A reading club at GISS has pushed her to 
investigate classics and a recent read of Jane 
Eyre inspired tears, she said.

TV is just not her cup of tea.
“I can’t stand it. It’s such a waste of time.”
And she’s not inclined to dress up either.
“My friends have pinned me down to put 

make up on me for a party or something. I can’t 
stand it.”

Her idea of a good time is jamming, cycling 
or swimming on Mayne Island.

“I get really energetic when I’m around my 
friends doing music or tromping through the 
woods.”

She’s very attached to her island home.
“I feel really fortunate to live where I’ve got 

such great friends and a supportive family.”
And Zoë is also appreciative of support from 

a second family on Salt Spring.
“I’ve boarded with the Bird family since 

Grade 7,” she said. “Without them, I wouldn’t be 
able to be part of any extracurricular activities.”

But after a recent visit to Montreal, she’d like 
to go to McGill University next year.

“It took my breath away. It’s really beautiful 
and the programs sound good.”

Since she is a French Immersion student, it 

would help develop her language skills, she 
noted.

“I want to move there and become totally 
bilingual.”

But she would probably be equally happy at 
UVic, she said.

“It’s close to home. I’d feel comfortable there 
and I’d know people there.”

For a summer job, she’s worked in the gift 
shop at the Mayne Island Glass Foundry over 
the last few years.

“I’ve learned a lot of stuff,” she said. 
“When I’m not busy, I work with glass.”
Even though Zoë might seem like an 

overachiever by skipping a grade in school, 
writing novels before puberty and challenging 
herself with practice for five music groups, she 
revealed a secret indulgence.

“When I don’t have to be anywhere, I sleep 
till noon or one o’clock and I’m a heavy sleeper 
too.”

Mayne Island musician shows her ‘mojo’

Age: 16
Grade: 12
Lived on Mayne Island: 16 
years
Parents’ names: Yvette 
Guigueno, Terry Glavin
Siblings’ names: 
Eamonn, Conall
Likes: Music, swimming, writing
Dislikes: Dressing up, TV, mornings, 
shopping, non-recyclers, non-composters
Favourite subject: English
Least favourite subjects: 
Geography, Math
Favourite book or author: 
Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre 
Favourite movie: Anne of 
Green Gables
Favourite TV show: Doesn’t 
watch TV
Favourite music: Jazz, 
folk, Celtic
Favourite Mayne hangout: 
Ag Hall, the Iredales’ place
Future ambition: Bassist and 
writer

Zoë Guigueno, seen here with the bass she plays in the high school jazz band and jazz combo, 
is an accomplished musician who also sings in the choir and plays the saxophone.

����
�������������

�

��������������������������������������������������

�����
�������
�������

��������������������������������

��������������
����������������
�����������������
����������������

������������
��������������
������������
�����������

�������������
�����������������
����������������
�������������������

�������������
�������������
�������������
���������������

���������������
������������
�������������

��������������
��������������
���������������




