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{the question} 

WHAT MAKES A KID GREAT? 
{the issue} 

We asked island kids: What makes a kid great? 

Aidan Holmes, 1 0 
Listening to your mom 
and probably helping 
out around the house 
when you get the 
chance. 

Nathan Minvielle, 7 
Doing homework and 
finishing all the chores. 
I take care of the 
animals. 

Someone who always 
stays out of trouble and 
does well in school. 

Danielle Topaz, 13 
If you keep smiling, 
people around you will 
probably notice and 
maybe feel better. 

--".----Erica Rimmer, 13 
A good sense of 
humour and being 
easy-going. 

~-----------~------~-~--~~---~-----------~------

INSIGHTFUL YOUTH DESERVE 
COMMUNI1Y'S EAR AND SUPPORT 

Just as the first two editions of Great 
Kids spread the glowing word 
about young people in the Gulf 
Islands, the third one does the same 

as another school year unfolds. 
Gulf Islands Secondary School will 

still be basking in news of its record 
number of provincial scholarship winners 
from June (25), the Gulf Islands School 
of the Performing Arts begins its second 
year, and many other community and 
school-based programs are getting started 
for another season. 

Sure to be in the thick of activities 
are the kids -featured in these pages: Kate 

Hosie, Ayase Kaye, Brendan Nickerson 
and James Thiebault from Salt Spring, 
Jasmine Dine from Pender Island and 
Jacob Schweda from Mayne. 

Britta Rustad, born and raised on Salt 
Spring, is already into her first year of 
post-secondary studies in Idaho, and set to 
play soccer with the University of Idaho 
Vandals. 

More than one is passionate about 
social activism and politics; they've 
undertaken fundraisers and organization 
of events; several are musicians or pursue 
other creative arts; while sports brings out 
the best in others. 

Driftwood staff are always impressed 
by the positive and articulate nature of 
the Grea(Kids subjects and other youths 
interviewed throughout the year, but 
those traits are so pervasive they are not a 
surprise to encounter. 

Youth in the Gulflslands have 
valuable experiences, insights and advice 
to share with all of us, and we can learn 
plenty from them. 

We urge you to read all of the stories 
in this issue and think about the important 
role of youth in your community, and to 
do what you can to support them on their 
journey to adulthood. 

ARE A PART 
SPRING A GR 

pte.~sed to offer the G.I.S.S. library a surn of 
to assist in purchasing reference source$ 

tile current and future students of our UIA ... .r 
Secondary High School. 

ISLAND REALTOR FOR THE 
Gold Award, 2004 & RE/MAX Chairman's 
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James Thiebault has the world in his hands as he plans to form a new political party that will introduce drastic reforms and reinstate 
trust and respect. 

Youth v s trust, respect and sharing power 
By SEAN MCIVTYRE 

Staff Writer 

When James Thiebault looks out at the world, 
he doesn't just shake his head and walk away 
-he's too busy planning for. change. 

While he admits most people his age have 
little time for the finer points of politics, James, 
14, says the only way to reinvigorate the political 
process is to get involved and speak out. 

"~fthe system doesn't work, ignoring it prob
ably won't help make it any better," he said in an 
interview just before his graduation ceremony at 
Phoenix Elementary this summer. 

By forming a new political party, James hopes 
to introduce drastic reforms and reinstate trust 
and respect, concepts he feels are sorely lacking 
in today's political world. 

"I don't agree with most of the other parties," 
he said. 

"A lot of politicians seem interested in their 
own gain and not about the people. They seem 
really self-centred." 

In an era marked by incessant reports of pub
lic apathy and record-low voter participation, 
the Gulf Islands Secondary School student's 
vision seeks to get people back into the voting 
booth. 

At first glance, James' goal may appear simi
lar to those of any idealistic youth, but a glance 
at the budding politician's track record reveals 
he may be the real deaL 

Just this spring, James was the only Canadian 
selected to attend a Youth Summit in Washing
ton, D.C. 

On top of visiting the usual sites like the 
Smithsonian, monuments, memorials and the 
White House, he was able to get an inside look 
at the American political machine and meet 
a whole bunch of interesting teens along the 
way. 

"I learned a lot more about U.S. politics and 
the way they influence the world," he said. 

"I also saw many identities and lifestyles I 
never really knew about." 

James began his quest to better understand 
his neighbours and work on his budding diplo-

macy skills at the 2001 United Nations-spon
sored International Children's Conference in 
Victoria. 

"That really helped me learn more about other 
places in the world and how to work with other 
people," he said. 

"Even though we live so far away from each 
other, we all really have a lot in common." 

He still speaks with some kids he's met along 
the way and the information helps build his po
litical platform. 

The amount of interest he witnessed from 
youth at the conference has led him to push for a 
lower voting age. 

He also thinks proportional representation is 
an issue whose time has come. 

As for the idea that "power corrupts," 
James remains more than willing to share the 
benefits bestowed upon him when he assumes 
control. 

"The power won't be too much for me," he 
said. "I'll always remember to try and put what 
the people want before my own visions." 

VILLAGE MARKET 
Applauds all the GREAT KIDS 

Name: James Thiebault 
Age: 14 / Grade: 9 
Lived on SSI: Three years 
Parents: Sylvie and Jeremy 
Siblings: None 
Likes: Video games and stick 
juggling 
Dislikes: Raisins, baseball, 
George Bush 
Favourite subject: Social 
Studies 
Favourite book: Foundation by 
Isaac Asimov 
Favourite movie: Action-ad
venture movies 
Favourite TV show: Family 
Guy 
Favourite music: Rock 
Favourite hang-out: SS Coffee 
Co. 
Future ambition: To become 
a politician and start my own 
party 

OF SALT SPRING ISLAND 
... role models for all of us! 



Full name: Jacob Michael 
Schweda 
Age: 16/ Grade: 11 
Lived on Mayne Is.: 4.5 years 
Parents: Leslie, Doug, Pierre 
and Brucie· 
Siblings: Mark, Claire and 
Anna 
Likes: Music, badminton, tan· 
guages, kayaking and politics 
Dislikes: Negativity and intoler
ance 
Favourite subject: Band and 
Sciences Humaines 
Least favourite subject: Plan
ning 10 
Favourite book: Les Mis· 
erables by Victor Hugo 
Favourite movie: Schindler's List 
Favourite TV show: The 
Simpsons 
Favourite music: Tchaikovsky 
Favourite hangout: SS Coffee 
Future ambition: Polttics 

I've~been 
interested in repre
senting people that 

are like minded. 

,. 
/: 
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Being positive is key lor young Mayne activist 
By llriTCIIll ~ 

Staff Writer 

Sixteen-year-old Jacob Schweda isn't waiting 
for a better world to materialize. 

"I see things around that I could change and 
I think I have the power to change them and l 
think it's my responsibility to at least try to 
change them," he said. 

For the Grade 11 student at Gulf Islands Sec
ondary School (GISS), a fascination for politics 
has manifested itself in action. 

"How we govern ourselves represents what 
we think of ourselves and what we consider our 
society to be," Jacob said. 

Last year he helped form the Gay Straight 
Alliance (GSA), in order to educate his fellow 
students. 

"We've been fighting for more tolerance and 
less homophobia in the school system." 

And so far, differences of opinion have been 
fairly civilized, he said. 

"Having negative opinions come out has not 
necessarily been a bad thing because it's shown 
us how much work we have to do." 

Jacob looks back at several successes in the 
GSA's first year. 

"I feel like now the students know there are 
other students in the school who are gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, et cetera. And it opens up an entirely 
new way of thinking to those students. 

"Even if it doesn't happen right away, it's be
coming less and less alright to use sexual orien
tation as an insult." 

Jacob has been an activist of one kind or an
other for as long as he can remember. 

"The reasons or causes that I've been active 
for have changed over time, but I've always been 
interested in representing people that are like 
minded." 

Jacob spoke on behalf of students during the 
school board vote on the four-day week last 
year and also worked as a youth counsellor with 
SWOVA (Salt Spring Women Opposed to Vio
lence and Abuse). 

"Something that has inspired activism from 
me and helped me hone my speaking skills has 
been SWOVA," he said. "It also introduced me 
to the world of organized activism." 

He also served as an elections officer on 
Mayne Island during the last federal election. 

"It woke me up to the actual world of politics. 
Though it can be dreary at times, it's a very im
portant process." 

And Jacob participated in student government 
at GISS during Grade 9. 

"That got my feet wet in terms of high-school 
politics," he said. 

Jacob even began an environmental group 
with a friend when he was in elementary school · 
on Mayne Island. 

"We were actually sent to the International 
Children's Conference on the Environment rep
resenting the islands [at the University of Victo
ria in 2002]. Basically that gave us the inspira
tion to begin an environmental group." 

As part of the Mayne-based group, Jacob 
supported recycling, encouraged islanders not 
to idle vehicles, investigated more efficient 
school heating systems and tried to reduce use 

PHOTO BY JOHN CAMERON 

Jacob gets his ear tugged by a friend as they travelled in Europe on a high school trip 
earlier this year. 

of bleached paper in the school. 
As a keen student of languages, he's been in 

French Immersion since Kindergarten in Ed
monton (with a brief middle-school break on 
Mayne) and he wants to expand his ability to 
converse with different cultures. 

"I want to learn German, Italian, Spanish and 
as many Romance languages as I can." 

Other hobbies include kayaking and playing 
music. 

"It's an amazing experience to be self-driven 
in a kayak." 

Jacob plays saxophone and bass clarinet, and 
he's a jazz fan who participated in the experi-

mental Band on the Boat program that saw Gulf 
Islands students attend music lessons on B.C. 
Ferries in 2003. 

Perhaps it's that blend of Gulf Islands calm, 
jazzy individuality, an ear for different voices 
and a sense of self-driven determination that 
have helped Jacob to become such an articulate 
and keen young activist. 

"On the issue of homophobia, we have en
countered some different opinions and different 
viewpoints and that taught me to be very posi
tive in what I say. I've discovered being negative 
doesn't get you nearly as far as being positive 
does." 

, , 

... alwaYS grfat! 
GASOLIN[ ALL[Y - TU[SDAY to SATURDAY - ORD[RS 537-4890 
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Kate Hosie feeds a Dock of ewes at her 20-acre Salt Spring Island home. The young farmer has numerous types of animals in her care. 

13-yea farmer shares proud bounty 
By NITCHB.l SIIBIRIII 
Staff Writer 

K
ate Hosie has attracted attention around 
the island as a skilled athlete, a keen 
student and a community-minded fund 
raiser - but her real passion is farm
ing. 

"I just love animals and I want to take after 
my grandparents," Kate said. "It gives me an
other excuse to be outside." 

She keeps her eye on a flock of ewes on a 20-
acre field along Sunset Drive that once belonged 
to her mother's parents (Norman and Carolyn 
Mouat) and her great grandparents before them. 
And Kate feels a proud connection to land that 
has been in her family for generations. 

Her five rabbits live in her family's old sheep 
barn. And she has a coop for 12 meat chickens and 
half a dozen egg layers out back beside the barn. 

"This was my grandma's sheep bam," Kate 
said. "In lambing season she'd be here from 6 
a.m. until 11 p.m. and she'd feed them at night 
because they wouldn't lamb on a full stomach. I 
thought that was pretty smart because then you 
wouldn't have to be there at 2 a.m. for lambing." 

Just like her grandparents' farm, all the ani-

mals have to earn their keep (mostly as food 
stuffs), Kate said. 

But she admits she has a soft spot. 
"I have the rabbits for love- that's their pur

pose." 
She's so keen on spending time with animals, 

she even started getting her school work done 
early so she wouldn't get behind if there was a 
"farm crisis." 

"My dad said he should quit work and go to 
school two days a week and take care of animals. 
But I told him, 'Don't do it. Taking care of ani
mals is a full-time job."' 

But farming hasn't got in the way of academic 
or athletic achievements. Kate made the honour 
roll this year and attended the mid-island cham
pionships with both winning volleyball and bas
ketball teams from Salt Spring Island Middle 
School. 

Just like the way Kate is attached to her ani
mals, she's also closely tied to her family. 

"If anything happens, there's a dinner. And 
there's a lot of birthdays." 

With a large, closely-knit family, it's tough to 
even keep track of everybody, she said. 

"I've got 20 cousins and I don't want to get 
started on second cousins. I'm just not going to 
go there." 

One of her favourite hobbies is playing crib 
with her grandpa, she said. 

"I've only skunked him once since I was six 
years old. He's pretty good." 

And she's followed a family tradition to get 
involved in the community - like her mother 
Karen, who's coached numerous volleyball and 
basketball teams. 

"My mom organizes a lot of things, so I 
thought I'd try." 

Earlier this year, Kate put together a raffle 
fundraiser for the local4-H club during Ruckle 
Park Day. 

"I was really lucky with my connection to 
Slegg Lumber, who donated this marvellous 
wheelbarrow. When I told people the wheelbar
row was included in the prizes, they said, 'I'll 
buy a bunch of tickets."' 

And back in 2003, she even shaved her head 
as a fundraiser for Cops for Cancer and raised 
$1,625.27. 

"I have a friend who's had cancer three times 
and survived every time. That inspired me to do 
that for her." 

Gardening, beading and hanging out at the 
beach with friends count among Kate's other 
pastimes. But if you visit the Hosie household, 
you'll probably find Kate out in her sheep field. 

"I just love animals and I love to be outside." 
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Hosie 
Age: 13.5/ Grade: 8 
Lived on 551: 13.5 years 
Parents: Karen and Tom 
Siblings: Molly and Anna 
Likes: Fresh fruit 
Dislikes: Socks with sandals 
Favourite subjects: Math & 
P.E. 
Least favourite subject: Fine 
Arts 
Favourite book: Harris and 
Me by Gary Paulsen 
Favourite movie: Dirty Daoc .. 
ing: Havana Nights 
Favourite TV show: No TV 
Favourite music: Country 
Favourite hangout: Grand· 
rna's beach and her sheep field 
Future ambition: .Architectural 
engineer and weekend ch~f, 
but once she has a family: stay
at-home mom and farmer 

ljustlove 
animals and I love 

to be outside. 

We're proud to employ all these great Island kids! 
Nicholas Bowen 

Tobin Eyles 
Shawn lee 
Emily little 

Ryan Mcleod 

Colby Sawchuk 
Clayton Stewart 

Hannah Gummeson 
Victoria Budd 
Kerry Finer 

Aaron Poole 
Aaron Hansen 

Boris Sipone-Puharich 
Uamjohnson 
Ryfawn Hoban 

FOODSTM 
Proudly supporting our community 



Full name: Britta Quinn 
Rustad 
Age: 18/ Grade: First-year 
university 
Lived on SSI: 18 years 
Parents' names: Robert 
Rustad, Nancy Macdonald 
Siblings' names: Clare, Harley 
Likes: Sports, travelling, hik· 
ing, running, reading 
Dislikes: Not meeting my own 
standard$, missing out on 
things, laziness, pessimists 
Favourite subjects: Geogra· 
phy, History, Biology 
LeaJt favourite subjects: 
Anything to do with computers 
Favourite author: Roald Dahl 
Favourite movies: The Uon 
King, Downfall, ihe Count of 
Monte Cristo 
Favourite TV show: Alias 
Favourite music: All kinds, the 
Beatles, Bob Marley, U2 
Favourite hangout: Ruckle 
Park, the lakes, beaches and 
mountains 
Future ambition: To travel, 
and then to .make a career out 
of doing something for people 
who need it 

There's so many 
other things I still 
want to do outside 

of soccer. 
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~!tJiring soccer star aursues balance 
I Staf!Writer 

S
alt Spring's Britta Rustad might excel 
at soccer, but that won't keep her away 
from other interests. 

She's an elite-level athlete who also 
plays music, works with youth and hit 

top marks in school as. a Grade 12 French Immer
sion student at Gulf Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) last year. 

"It runs in the family to be a bit of a perfec
tionist. And it's not something you take on and 
say, 'Oh, I want to be one too.' It's definitely ge

l netic or something," Britta laughed. 
In Grade 12 at GISS- while playing soccer 

with her school team, the Nanaimo women's pre
mier team and the Vancouver Whitecaps reserves 
team- she wrote seven provincial exams, played 
in band and also pursued volleyball, basketball, 
cross country running, and track and field. 

"It's good to do both individual and team 
sports because they definitely bring out different 
things in a person," she said. 

Even in music, she took an eclectic approach 
1 - playing piano, flute and trombone at differ

ent points in school. And she applies lessons she 
learned from music to the soccer field. 

"It's amazing how much music helps. They 
say the Brazilians on the field play to music and 
it's true. Everything's got a rhythm I guess." 

Earlier this summer, she worked with youth at 
the University of Idaho (classes started on Au
gust 22), and she's following a rigourous training 
schedule two to six hours a day. 

"We're out there every day with two-hour 
practices, the weight room and everything." 

But U.S. colleges treat athletes like royalty, 
she said. 

"Everything is set out for you." 
She had other offers at schools in places like 

Boston and Oregon, but she selected a mid-sized 
college in Moscow, Idaho. 

"They're sort of in a growth phase, which is 
what I wanted. They're not already the best team 
in the nation where it would be hard to get play
ing time." 

But it's hard to imagine Britta struggling for a 
spot on the field. 

As an attacking and defending midfielder, she 
moved from Metro level in Nanaimo (starting in 
Grade 7) to play with the top-level women's pre
mier team when she was still in Grade 1 0 and the 
youngest player in the league. 

"We actually made it to the provincial semi
finals two years in a row." 

Recently she also played a brief stint on the 
professional level with the Whitecaps. 

"I had to stop doing it because it was too much 
with school." 

She'd like to get back into professional soc
cer in the future. But in the meantime, Britta 
will play in Hawaii, California, Louisiana, Utah, 
Montana and Washington with the University of 
Idaho Vandals. 

PHOTOS BY JOHN CAMERON 
And that's only one thing on her plate. 
"There's so many other things I still want to do 

outside of soccer." 

Britta Rustad goes all out in her quest for the baH during high school soccer games. 

We are proud to support island kids 
through our sponsorship of: 

ISLAND SOCCERl8ASKET8ALL 
£ 8ASE8AL TEAMS 

and the 
SKATE BOARD PARK 

~.,. d PI d 537-5564 
YY Jft SOr ~WOO Rainbow Rd. 

) 
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Persistence propels Brendan's success 
By IVITCIII.l SIIIUIIII 

Staff Writer 

Easy-going islander Brendan Nickerson sug
gests that persistence is the key to his accom
plishments. 

For two years in a row, Brendan scored fifth 
place in provincial swimming championships 
and won bronze medals with his regional relay 
team, after spending nine years with the Salt 
Spring Stingrays swim club. 

"It takes a while to get good at something. If 
you think you're good at something, stick with 
it," he advises. 

Brendan didn't start getting good results 
at swim meets until four or five years ago, he 
said. 

"I used to just hope I'd get to the finals." 
Now he usually places first or second in re

gional races. His specialty isihe individual med
ley event - which requires a mix of different 
swimming strokes. 

"I'm not really good at one stroke, but I've 
got the endurance part." 

He had a lot of fun competing among 1,500 
swimmers at the provincials in Richmond on 
August 20-21. 

Along with islanders James Cameron, Isaac 
Raddysh and Brandon Shaw, he formed "Team 
Friendship" for a bid to the finals in the relay. 

"We had a Shaolin-style showdown for eighth 
place. We had to do a swim-off when we tied the 
other team by the millisecond." 

In the end, they lost the event but probably had 
more fun with their cheering antics, he said. 

Competitive swimming takes a major com
mitment, he said. 

"I get up at 4 a.m. or 5.am. and go to the pool 
for 5:45a.m." 

During the summer, he swims twice a day for 
an hour and a half at each practice session. 

He also helps coach a younger group, so he 
ends up at the pool from 4 to 8 p.m. each day. 

"Summer went by too fast. I spent too many 
hours at the pool." 

Yet one of his favourite recreations is still hit
ting the rope swing at St. Mary Lake. 

Outside of swimming, he also made the hon
.. our roll at Gulflslands Secondary School. 

-"I didn't get anA in French. That was the only 
blemish on my Grade 9 report card." 

But Brendan made up for his disappoint
ment in French by completing both Grade 9 and 
Grade 10 math courses last year, along with one 
ofhis friends. 

"We thought it was going too slow." 
So they pursued a self-guided computer math 

program. 
"I've always been good at math- ever since 

they started giving letter grades in Grade 5. 
Back then, it was the only subject I was consis
tently good at." 

Brendan also enjoys basketball, volleyball 
and soccer, but doesn't play on any community 
teams. 

"I'm not into contact sports. I bruise too eas
ily." 

Outside of school and swimming, he likes 
video games- with a particular interest in role
playing g~es -on top of the usual "shooters" 
and "racers." 

"I play maybe four or five hours a day if I'm 
feeling bored." 

But computers are still a relatively new part 

PHOTO BY MITCHELL SHERRIN/GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Aside from competmve swimming, math and computers, Brendan Nickerson enjoys the 
rope swing at St. Mary Lake. 

of his life, he said. 
"We didn't have a computer until I was in 

Grade 7. Until then, I had to do all my school 
work by hand." 

Now, he's combined his ability in mathemat
ics with an interest in technology to pursue 
computer programming and design computer 

graphics (a program that allows modelling with 
polygons). 

And in the future, he hopes to attend the Art 
Institute of Vancouver with an aim to pursue 
video-game design. 

Odds are that Brendan will probably stick 
with it. 

Full name: Brendan Kieren 
Nickerson 
Age: 15/Grade; 10 
Uved on SSI: 11 years 
Parents: Marcus Nickerson 
and Jeannie Paynter 
Siblings: Evan 
Likes: Basketball, swimming, 
video games, St. Mary's rope 
swing, roller coasters and 
blueberry waffles 
Dislikes: Brussels sprouts, 
dust, carob chips, quadratic 
equations and factoring 
Favourite subject Design, 
comptrtetgraphics and fllath 
Least favourite subjecf: 
Languages 
.Favourite book: The Straight 
Dope by Cecil Adams 
FaVourite movie: Star Wars 
Episode IU 
Favourite TV show: Saturday 
Night live 
Favourite hangout: Island Star 
Video 
Future ambition: Video game 
designer or information tecbnol· 
ogy professional 

Webadtodoa 
swim..offwhenwe 

tied tlte other team 
bythe.IDllliseeQnd. 

PTOWN 
104 Lower Ganges Rd. 

537-5534 
372 Lower Ganges Rd 

538-0323 



lYase 
K•l 
Stats 
Name: Ayase Kay·Aronoff 
Age: 14/ Grade: 9 
Lived on SSI: 14 years 
Parents' names: Beverly and 
Michael 
Siblings: Nigel, Dan 
Likes: Chocolate, shop· 
ping wHh friends, studying 
Japanese 
Dislikes: Cracking knuckles, 
choosing between friends and 
squid 
Favourite subject: Acting 
Favourite book: Howl's Mov
ing Castle by Diana Wynne 
Jones 
Favourite movie: Pirates of 
the Caribbean 
Favourite TV show: Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer 
Favourite music: Punk rock 
and reggae 
Favourite hang-out: Harlan's 
Chocolates or Luigi's Pizzeria 
Future ambition: Anything 
involving theatre or creative 
writing ~ 

When you're an ac
tor you have to work 
withwha·tou've 

of 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 7, 2005 • SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD • 87 

Freedom of creative writing lets Ayase 
By SEAN MCMYRE 

Staff Writer 

For a great kid like Ayase Kay, 
even boredom can be inspiring. 

In fact, she prefers nothing more 
than a blank sheet of paper. 

"The best thing about writing is 
the very beginning when you just 
sit down and say, 'Okay, what are 
we going to do?"' 

For many an aspiring writer, 
few things are more intimidating 
than pressure to fill an empty page. 
While the young scribe's inner voice 
can often be muted by myriad ideas 
whirling about, the blank sheet of 
paper only helps Ayase focus her 
inspiration. 

In an interview this summer, the 
modest 14-year-old Gulf Islands 
Secondary School student said she 
isn't really sporty and usually loses 
anything she tries to collect, but 
said she finds solace in letting her 
imagination run wild. 

It's this inspiration that led her 
to co-write a play called Mythica 
along with longtime friend Simon 
Henson, who is also a founder and 
administrator of Stagecoach per
forming arts school. The play start
ed out as a whim, but ended up at
tracting praise from large audiences 
who filled ArtSpring at the end of 
April. 

Ayase, who also played a lead
ing role in the production, said she 
has never been so nervous before a 
show. 

"I just got a nudge from some
body and then I was out on stage 
and in my own world," she said. "I 
just went out and did it." 

Despite the tears and butterflies, 
everything wrapped up nicely with 
standing ovations and promising 
reviews. 

She explained the response has 
encouraged her to keep on going, 
even if the process of completing 
everything on time may be hair
raising. 

"It's a lot of hard work, but it's 
your time to shine," she said. "It 
doesn't come around that often, but 
when it does you have to really en
joy it." 

Having tried her hand at acting 
with Stagecoach Theatre's produc
tion of The Jungle Book, and last 
year's Fiddler on the Roof show, Ay
ase is convinced writing is her thing. 
Once she gets comfortable in Grade 
9 this year, she plans to start writ
ing again and hopes to get involved 
with the high school:s Gulf Islands 
School of the Performing Arts. 

"Of course there's room to be cre
ative in acting and writing, but be
ing a writer provides me with more 
freedom," she said. "When you're 
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Ayasa Kay took a lead role In 1118 Stagecoach School or Perlo..- Arts production or Mythlca - a 
play she co-wrote which played at ArtSprlng In Aprl. 

an actor you have to work with 
what you've got, but when you're a 
writer you can do anything." 

This flexibility fits perfectly with 
Ayase's desire to create storylines 
that are both original and insight
ful. 

She has always been drawn to the 
fictional because it offers so much 
potential for exploration. 

"You can write about what hap-

pens in the physical world or you 
can write about something that's 
never existed before," she said. 
"I've always liked to write about 
things that require more imagina
tion." 

Ayase said she hasn't yet set her 
sights on Hollywood since she feels 
community theatre offers more 
room for experimentation and fun. 
Working with friends adds a new 

dimension to the play and offers ac
tors a chance to see one another in 
an entirely new light, she said. 

As a new school year gets under
way, Ayase will be getting used to 
her new role as a GISS student and 
the return of some butterflies. 

"I will be a small actor on a big
ger stage," she said. "I'll be one of 
the youngest people and probably 
end up feeling very small." 

You are the future -
We appreciate your achievements 

along the path of your life. 
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Jasmine ready to e e excning paths 
By SEAN MCMYRE 

Staff Writer 

Jasmine Michelle Dine is living proof that 
standing out from the crowd can sometimes 
mean just being open to new experiences. 

Of course, being an accomplished musician 
and actively involved in her community helps 
too, but it is Jasmine's open mind and inspiring 
perspective that sets her apart. 

"There are so many people who are caught up 
in their own world and they can't look outside 
the box," she said. "I'm sometimes guilty of it 
too and this is something I really don't like about 
myself." 

' Jasmine said she is always trying new things, 
no matter how strange they may seem. 

When her father helped organize a firefight
ing camp for teenagers on Pender Island this past 
spring, Jasmine admitted she only joined after 
a big push from her family, but said the event 
turned out to be a fantastic experience. 

"It was one of the things that really added to 
my life in the past year because it was so com
pletely outside of what I usually do," she said. 
"I figured I might as well try it because it's not 
going to hurt me." 

Despite the intense physical pain brought 
about by early morning alarms, carrying heavy 
loads and a rigourous training schedule, the ex
perience gave her a glimpse of something she 
had never really considered the least bit interest
mg. 

"Once people overcome their doubts and 
preconceptions about doing something a little 
different, a whole new world can open up," she 
said. 

Jasmine spent most of her youth being 
schooled at home and only began attending 
school as a Grade 9 student at Gulf Islands Sec
ondary School (GISS). 

She said being home-schooled offered her a 
different perspective on gaining knowledge. 

Learning, she said, became a natural part of 
growing up that always extended beyond regular 
school hours. 

"Home-schooling is not necessarily the best 
thing for everybody, but I think it was the best 
thing for me," she said. "When I was at home, I 
learned to love things in an independent way and 
so I was able to do whatever." 

Now that she's in high school, Jasmine has 
noticed some difficulties faced by teachers and 
students alike. 

Since everyone teaches and learns in a differ
ent way, it's often difficult to ensure students are 
always on the same page, she said. 

In the end, the entire learning process comes 
down to a big game of respect between students 
and teachers. 

"A lot of people will take advantage of trust 
they are given and so many teachers are forced 
to be not so trusting. 

"It has to work both ways," she said. "Teenag
ers get so defensive about not being treated like 
an adult, but sometimes teenagers don't act like 
adults." 

Jasmine's openness to learn and an awesome 
cast of GISS music teachers are helping her de
velop as a musician by exploring different styles 
and instruments. 

"I've been able to grow so much," she said. "I 

PHOTO BY MITCHELL SHERRIN/GULFISLANDSDRIFTWOOD 

Jasmine Dine loves playing the violin and singing, and makes time lor both, among other 
activmes, when she's not on a ferry or water taxi. 

play the violin all the time and being able to now 
learn about jazz music and singing is great." 

Jasmine has started writing music, was select
ed to play with the 1 00-member Greater Victoria 
Youth Orchestra and judged the best vocalist in 
Grade 10. 

With the end of high school in sight, Jasmine 
has already decided she will attend university, 

where she hopes to continue soaking up as much 
information as possible. 

"To me university is about broadening your 
education, not necessarily about getting a job," 
she said. "It obviously helps, but I really want 
to go to university because I love learning and 
just want to be in that kind of environment so 
badly." 

STUDENTS 
BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL 

Buy One Month at North End Fitness 
and Get the Second Month for Half Price! 

Only for Saltspring Students 
and Only till September 30! 
Moka House 537-5217 

Name: Jasmine Michelle Dine 
Age: 17 I Grade: 11 
lived on Pender Island: 7 
years 
Parents: Kelly and Mike 
Siblings: Mackenzie and Cole 
Likes: Music, literature, 
reading, writing, outdoors and 
dancing 
Dislikes: Closed-minded 
people and heavy metal 
Favourite subject: Music 
Favourite book: The Last Days 
of Socrates by Plato 
Favourite movie: The new 
Phantom of the Opera 
Favourite TV show: No TV 
Favourite music: Depends on 
time, place and mood 
Favourite hang-out A beach, 
any beach 
Ambition: Going to university 
and keeping options open 

Once people overcome 
their doubts 

. .. about doing 
something a little 

different, a whole new 
world can open up. 

.......... 


