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Weather 
It's going to be a wet 
week with light rain 
forecast from today 
(Wednesday) right 
through the weekend. 
Highs to 13 C (except 
Saturday with highs to 
7 C); overnight lows to 
3 C tonight. 

S.S.I. HISTORICAL ARCHIVES 
129 MCPHILLIPS AVE. 

SALT SPRING ISLAND BC V8K 2T6 

MARKET DAY: Genevieve Price sets up on the opening day of the Saturday 
Market in the Park to sell her homemade skin care products. She and a horde of 
other vendors enjoyed brisk morning activity, but most people cleared out when 
the rain took over a few hours later. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Fire trustee 
results secret 
untilAGM 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 

Although organizers of the 
fire trustee election knew 456 
residents turned out to vote 
on Saturday and at a March 
16 advance poll, nobody had 
any idea who was elected 
until Tuesday night's annual 
general meeting. 

"How many elections do 
you know that take four days 
to complete?" asked candi
date Bruce Patterson over 
the phone on Monday. "If 
the results are very close and 
they needed to verify votes, 
we could wait even longer." 

According to Dan Lee, the 
Salt Spring Island Fire Pro
tection District board elec
tion committee chair, delayed 
release of results is just part 
of a process approved by the 
board a month before the 

election took place. fie said 
candidates were informed of 
the process in writing and it 
is no cause for alarm. 

Trustee elections tradition
ally occur on the same day as 
the AGM, but in a move to 
accommodate more voters, 
the board decided to hold 
the election on the preceding 
Saturday. 

Ironically, the weekend 
date did not have a positive 
effect on turnout, as this 
year's number is well below 
half of the 1,200 voters who 
turned out in 2004. 

Candidate Mary Gillies 
suspected th"e confusion 
could have stemmed fror1 
having the election on a holi
day weekend. She was not 
worried about the legitimacy 

FIRE ELECTION 2 

Vacation rental bylaws 
are back on Trust table 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

Debate about the future of tourist accommodation in re~i
dential areas is about to begin in earnest. 

Short-term vacation rental (STVR) discussions have raged 
on Salt Spring for the past three years, but with public hear
ings likely just around the corner, now is the time when they 
may really begin to "count." 

Two draft bylaws to amend the island's official community 
plan (OCP) and land use bylaw (LUB) are in line to receive 
first reading at Thursday's Salt Spring Local Trust Commit
tee (LTC) meeting. It begins at 3 p.m. at Meaden Hall. 
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'Tough to replace' Stan Lam retires Change 
clocks By SEAN MCINTYRE 

Staff Writer 
Neighbours, friends and 

competitors agree Stan Lam 
has become more than a store 
owner during the 22 years 
he's spent behind the counter 
of the Harbour Food Market 
in Ganges; he's become a 
symbol of what island life is 
all about. 

"He still maintains the 
old island ways," said Terry 

Owen of Teddy Bears Take
Out next door. "It's been 
great having him around and 
he will be missed dearly." 

Owen said it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to find 
people who really embrace 
what it is to be the owner
operator of a small business. 

Residents and store own
ers up and down the street 
echoed the same reaction 
upon hearing about Lam's 

decision to sell his and his 
wife Ying's store. New own
ers Young and Oukhec Yun, 
who Lam intends to train 
thoroughly, will take over 
the business on April2. 

From his post behind the 
counter of Harbour Food 
Market - better known as 
"Stan's" - Lam said he 
would no longer be work
ing 14-hour shifts. In his 
"retirement," he will only be 

around for six hours a day. 
"Stan has really worked 

hard to get where he is," said 
Owen. "He's there seven 
days a week and when you 
walk into the store you know 
who you are going to see. 
Every day he's ready to greet 
you with a smile and a quick 
line." 

Owen recalled Lam's plans 
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'BUDGET CAR SALES VICTORIA 

Growing daylight 
hours make their big
gest impact of the year 
this weekend when we 
return to Daylight Sav-
ings Time. · 

Clocks should be 
moved ahead by one 
hour as of2 a.m. on Sun
day, April 3. 

• No payments for 6 months • 30 day money back guarantee 
• No money down • 0°/o interest for one year 

Car and Truck Sales 2224 Douglas St., Victoria 1·866-955-5353 
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Bigfoot Organic Herb Farm 
You are invited to browse the display Herb gardens and see 
what the plants you purchase look like at maturity. We sell 
traditional and unique varieties of high quality Herb plants. 
Also available in our gift shop are many items naturally 
dried and preserved: jams, jellies, salsas, chutneys, etc. 

With 40 years of experience, we will happily share our gar
den knowledge to help you grow beautiful and tasty herbs. 
Bring your camera and kids as our Sasquatches, Baby 
Foot and Daddy Big Foot love to have their picture taken. 

Open 1 to 5 pm every day except Mondays, 
April to September or any time by appointment. 

104 Eagle Ridge Drive 
537-4466 • patorken@uniserve.com 

Built to last. 
Priced to sell. 

STIHL® 
See our flyer inside 

this week's Driftwood 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. 
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0120 8.5 
0620 10.2 
1400 1.6 
2230 10.2 
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0645 9.8 
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0105 10.8 
1700 2.0 

0155 10.8 
1810 2.3 

0240 10.8 
0850 8.2 
1125 8.5 
1915 2.6 

031510.8 
0910 7.5 
1320 8.5 
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STAN RETIRES 
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to begin the world's first 
owners' union. The idea was 
a running joke that sought 
to give lobbying power to 
owners who wanted to work 
more hours for less pay. 

Lam's work ethic also 
dictated certain rules in his 
shop. When a scruffY look
ing individual began reading 
a copy of the Driftwood in 
his store, Lam told him the 
shop was not a library and 
chased him away - only 
to later learn he had shooed 
away a dressed-down Robin 
Williams. 

Down the road, Tim 
O'Connor of Island Star 
Video said Lam was a great 
guy and that his shop was 
an ideal place to get smokes 
late at night. 

"The store has been a bea
con of the downtown core for 
such a long time," he said. 

Tanya Lester and her son 
Luke have rented their apart
ment above Teddy Bears 
from Lam for the past six 
years. Lester said her land
lord has always treated her 
fairly. 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

"A lot of people on Salt 
Spring see rental properties 
as a good way to earn extra 
income and pay little atten
tion to the people's needs," 
she said. "Legally he's been 
allowed to raise the rent by 
six per cent each year, but 
for the first four . years he 
never touched it." 

RETIRING WITH A SMILE: After 22 years, Stan Lam will no longer be entertaining 
and inspiring customers from behind his counter at Harbour Food Market. He 
will be helping the new owners during a transition period. Photo by sean Mcintyre 

Lester explained how 
she and Lam entered into 
a "gentleman's agreement" 
over the apartment when she 
first arrived. She said there 
remained few people who 
believed in the power of a 
handshake and a promise. 

From her living room win
dow, Lester said she could 
get to know everybody on 
the island just by watch-

ing people go in and out of 
Lam's store. 

"I think 90 per cent of the 
people on the island would 
back me up if I said that 
Stan was one of the favourite 
people on the island," she 
said. "People could go into 
his store in a bad mood and 
he would always get them 
laughing." 

Lester said Lam's contri
bution to the community far 

FIRE ELECTION 
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of the results but remained 
anxious to find out how she 
did. 

"It is very unusual to wait 
so long," she said. 

"The process itself is good, 
that is not the issue. The issue 
is the time it is taking. It is a 
frustrating experience." 

Because election results 
would remain undisclosed 
until Tuesday's AGM, the 
election has also raised con
cerns that candidates and 
scrutineers were not allowed 

to be present while the votes 
were counted. 

"It seems rather unortho
dox," said Patterson. "I've 
never seen an election where 
scrutineers are not allowed to 
be present during the count
ing of the ballots." 

Scrutineers representing 
individual candidates were 
on hand at the polls to ensure 
voting takes place according 
to regulations. 

Provincial returning offi-

surpassed his endless jokes 
and unforgettable smile, but 
also included a strong work 
ethic, sense of social respon
sibility, respect for those 
around him and persever
ance in the face of adversity. 

She described an incident 
that occurred in July 2003 
when Lam fell down a flight 
of stairs. 

He then spent nine weeks 
at G.F. Strong rehab centre in 
Vancouver recovering from a 

cer Thomas Moore, a depu
ty and eight staff members 
were on hand to count bal
lots that were subsequently 
put in a sealed envelope and 
held until Tuesday night. 

Gillies expressed little con
cern about the ballot issue 
but said this was yet another 
example of where the elec
tion procedure requires more 
fine-tuning. 

"I would have thought it 
would be better to have the 

NOTICE TO THE RATEPAYERS OF 
THE NORTH SALT SPRING WATERWORKS DISTRICT 

THE ELECTION OF ONE TRUSTEE 

Notice is hereby given that at the Annual General Meeting, to be held 
on April 26, 2005, one trustee is to be elected to serve for a period of 
three years. Nominations of candidates for this position must be made 
in writing, duly signed, seconded, with signature of agreement by the 
nominee, and delivered to the District Office, 761 Upper Ganges Road, 
at or before 12:00 noon, April 6, 2005. 

NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FROM THE FLOOR 

To be eligible a nominee must be a Canadian Citizen, 18 years of age 
or older, an owner, or spouse of an owner of land in the Improvement 
District, and entitled to be registered as a voter under the Elections Act. 

Nomination forms are available at the District Office. 

Trevor Hutton 

spinal cord injury. 
Lester said he worked 

hard to get back on his feet 
to make a full recovery and 
turned a tragic event into an 
example of how people can 
rehabilitate themselves. 

All agreed that whether 
Lam was busy inspiring oth
ers to overcome obstacles 
or simply providing a place 
to pick up some milk at 10 
p.m., his role in the commu
nity is irreplaceable. 

scrutineers present while the 
votes were counted," she said. 
"I'm sure the people present 
were ethically competent but 
this is just another unusual 
thing that is not in line with 
things people expect when it 
comes to elections." 

Although election results 
came in after the Driftwood 
went to press on Tuesday 
evening, they will be avail
able on the paper's website at 
www. gulfislands.net by early 
Wednesday afternoon. 

MORE 
TRAFFIC FOR 

YOUR WEBSITE! 

Call Kelly 
for advertising 

rates & 
information 

537-9933 
www.gulfislands.net 

"Perfect for B&Bs 
and Recreation Outfits!" 



.L ... ,A...J .... '-' .......,- ~ .L .lr... .£. 

EASTER SERVICE: A handful of people keep dry under the shelter in Centennial Park as they attend a 7 
a.m. "sunrise" service in honour of Easter last Sunday morning. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

vACATION 8ENTALS 
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As of Monday, trustee 
Eric Booth was not predict
ing whether the LTC would 
give the bylaws first read
ing and send them to public 
hearing. 

"I would hope so, but I 
don't know. I think we're 
close but !-just don't know. 
We '11 see how it goes on 
Thursday." 

While previous drafts of 
bylaws 395-396 could have 
affected rental of seasonal 
cottages for affordable hous
ing purposes, minimum lot 
sizes for cottages, and bed 
and breakfast operations in 
a significant way, the latest 
versions return to the eye of 
the accommodation storm 
-STVRs. 

In general terms, the pro
posals would: 

• let the Trust Committee 
set growth limits for tourist 
accommodation and monitor 
the number of units as they 
come on stream; 

• allow operation of sea
sonal cottages for STVR 
use, through issuing of tem
porary use permits (TUPs), 
if a permanent resident also 
lives on the property; 

• allow permanent resi
dents to rent their homes 
for "a single time period" 
of "not more than 60 con
tinuous days" each year, 
provided a ''Notification of 
Commercial Guest Accom
modation Use by a Per
manent Resident" form is 
completed and given to the 
Islands Trust office; 

•remove seasonal cottages 
from B&B (or home-based 
business) use; 

• reduce campground den
sity on large properties, with 
the maximum 50-site provi
sion maintained for Agricul
tural Land Reserve lands. 

The bylaws also propose 
that seasonal cottage STVR 
permits not be issued for 
properties with shared wells 
or driveways, or those locat
ed within OCP Watershed 
designations. 

A proposal to establish 
TUPs for B&Bs did not sur
vive the latest draft bylaw. 

Plans to use TUPS for con
verting seasonal cottages to 
affordable housing use were 
also dropped, in light of the 
LTC's new community hous
ing task force now looking at 
broader housing issues. 

A suggestion to increase 
the minimum lot size of 
properties that may contain 
a seasonal cottage is also 
missing from the new LUB 
bylaw. 

Changes were proposed 
by trustees at last month's 
LTC meeting. 

Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce members will be 
among those attending the 
Thursday LTC gathering. 

Chamber president Peter 
Allan said he had not thor
oughly canvassed his board 
or membership about the 
tourist accommodation 
issue, but felt the process 
could have been improved. 

"We believe the whole 
process should have been 
informed by a tourism advi
sory committee - the one 
that has been called for in 
the OCP. That committee 
would be the one to look at 
the whole spectrum of tour
ism accommodation and 
the planning for tourism at 
large." 

Trustee Booth said the 
Salt Spring LTC did receive 
some Trust Council budget 
money for tourism planning 
this year "so I guess that will 
be one of the things we will 
be proceeding on as soon as 
we can get everything else 
[done]." 

Rental of residential
zoned properties for STVR 
use is not currently legal on 
Salt Spring, although the 
practice was allowed to exist 
until early 2002. 

That's when the LTC 
announced its decision to 
proactively enforce the bylaw 
and shut down STVRs. 

Resulting controversy led 
to newly elected trustees 
Kimberly Lineger and Eric 
Booth promising to revisit 
the issue. 

An ad hoc resource sub
committee has studied the 
subject and made recom
mendations, as did the Advi
sory Planning Commission 
and LTC. 

Draft bylaws 395-96 are 
available through the Gan
ges Trust office and will be 
at the Thursday meeting. 

~~ SALTSSPRING 

i~•INI TO GE 
537-5888 

VANCOUVER 

ClA$$/FIED 
IIOTl/NE.* 

53?-!J!J33 

NATURAL GOODNESS 
«D 

EMbE BAkERY 

This week at Embe we are 
featuring our delicious 

Apple and Juicy Blueberry 
Turnovers, our decadent 
Copenhagens and our 
outrageously healthy 

Oatbran Bread. 
Apple & Blueberry 
Turnovers 
Reg. $1.70 •••••• Now $1.25ea 
Copenhagens 
Reg. $1.90 ••••••••• Now $1.50 
Oatbran Bread 
Reg. $2.30/loaf ... Now $1.7 Shoaf 

You can reach us 24 hrs/day at 

537-5611 
or drop by at the foot of the hill. 

New Hours: 
Open Monday - Saturday: 

4:30am 'ti/5:30 pm 
Sundays: 6:30am-4:30pm 

Fly with the professionals to downtown Vancouver 
or Richmond, whichever is more convenient for you. 

Book, Board and Fly ... It's that simple! 
s74 S69 

O~t! WAY PlO$ CiSl Oft!! '¥1/11.'1 I' LV£ GS1 

250-537-5525 or 1-800-665-0212 

Income Tax 
CANADIAN & AMERICAN 

PERSONAL & CORPORATE TAX PREPARATION 

James T. Fogarty 
TAX ACCOUNTANT 

653-4692 
by appointment 

Fogarty Accounting & Tax Services Ud. 

DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30am /11:30 am* /4:30pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am /12:00 pm* I 5:00 pm 
• except Montague Harbour and Mine(s Bay 

a ::.t. 1.1.:: 

Your name will be entered in a monthly draw 
for a return trip for one to Vancouver. 

(COME TO THE SS AIR OFFICE TO ENTER) 
161 LOWER GANGES RD. (Near Ganges Marina) 

Twice daily to 
Downtown Vancouver 

Departing Ganges 
7:40am, 4:00pm 
Departing Vancouver 
8:45am, 5:15pm 
And three times daily to 
Vancouver airport 

SALTSPRINGAIR 
book online: www.saltspringair.com or give us a call 537-9880 

IJ7Tl HARBOUR AIR 
~SEAPLANES 
YOUR SEAPLANE PROFESSIONALS 

www.harbour-air.com 
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Published by The Driftwood in 
time for Mother's Day. 

Deadline is April20 

Dat~: Sunday April3, 2005 
Tim~: 10:00 a.m. -IZ:OO noon 
Wh~r~: SSTRA Riding Ar~na 

Do you like horses 
ilnd hilve one hour 
per week you could 
volunteer to tile 
flilinl>ow riders? 

The Salt Spring Therapeutic 
Riding Association is looking for 
voluntms to help as side-walkers, 
and is offering an introductory 
workshop for those interested in 
becoming involved with this year's · 
riding program. Join us on Sunday 
April3 or call for more information. 

1860 fulford-Ganql's Rd. 

Contact: 
Liz And•rson 
Phone: 653-4979 
[-Mail: Zrainbow@telus.net 
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Irrigation proposal causes 
PARC and library spray 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

A humble irrigation plan 
threatened to germinate a 
minor turf war between the 
local library board and the 
_park commission over use of 
Peace Park. 

Concerned about the 
impending dry season, 
islander Lawrie Neish had 
sent a letter to the Park and 
Recreation Commission 
(PARC) suggesting a water
ing system be installed to 
serve ArtSpring and the 
neighbouring Peace Park. 

"Both parks are well used 
by members of the public 
and I like to think they are 
a modest beneficial amenity 
for the island," he wrote. 

Neish volunteered labour, 
submitted a detailed plan and 
asked for financial assistance 
of $2,200 for materials. 

He even hinted at the pos
sibility of using reclaimed 
water from Ganges sewer 
to irrigate the park. And if 
reclaimed water could not 

be used, he had made an 
arrangement with the Island 
Arts Centre Society to pro
vide a connection of Art
Spring water, he said. 

PARC members, also com
munity-minded volunteers, 
were poised to approve the 
apple-pie plan at their public 
meeting on March 21. 

But commissioners bris
tled with territorial concern 
when Capital Regional Dis
trict (CRD) director Gary 
Holman noted that the Salt 
Spring Public Library Asso
ciation board is considering 
Peace Park as a possible new 
home. 

"It's a community park 
under our jurisdiction," said 
PARC operations manager 
Dave Gibbon. "We have not 
had any communication." 

PARC chair Bill Cur
tin objected to the library 
proposal to use Peace Park 
on the grounds that the site 
might not be suitable. 

"Peace Park isn't big 
enough and there is no park
ing there," Curtin said. 

Holman noted that if the 
library could relocate, its 
existing site could be used 
for parking. 

"It's our park, so we have 
some say," noted commis
sioner Brian Little. 

PARC moved to proceed 
with the irrigation plan, 
subject to recommendations 
from its finance committee. 

Volunteer library chair 
Garth Hendren doesn't 
believe the two groups are at 
risk of a "turf war" because 
the library doesn't even 
know if it could feasibly 
move to Peace Park. 

"It was not a property we 
were considering. It was 
brought to our attention by 
the [library board's] long
term planning committee." 

While vegetation requires 
nurturing at Peace Park and 
green spaces need preser
vation through PARC, the 
library needs transplanting 
to a larger location in the vil
lage core, as stipulated in the 
Salt Spring Island Official 
Community Plan. 

"We will continue to 

pursue our due diligence 
because we have so few 
choices that we must do it," 
Hendren said. 

And as an elected offi
cial involved with both the 
library and PARC, Holman 
offered harmonious sugges
tions. 

The library board is look
ing at several alternatives for 
relocation, including Peace 
Park and the Rainbow Road 
recreation facility, he said. 

"We're checking out the 
Peace Park site to see if it's 
even feasible, never mind 
all of the administrative and 
community issues that it 
raises." 

And he noted that the irri
gation plan for green spaces 
at Peace Park and ArtSpring 
could probably proceed, 
perhaps in a modified form, 
whether or not the library 
moves there. 

"Regardless of which way 
the library decides to go on 
that site, I think we can make 
sure we're not going to have 
wasted time and expenses," 
said Holman. 

Fulford trail plans now back on track 
Parks and Recreation 

Commission (PARC) offi
cials insist plans to construct 
a trail along Fulford Harbour 
were not motivated by last 
summer's Freedom Camp 
settlement, but are designed 
to provide recreational 
opportunities for visitors and 
island residents alike. 

An article published in the 
Driftwood on March 9 ruf
fled the feathers of individu
als involved with the project 
by stating construction of 
the trail had been suspended 
in response to increasing 

access to affordable housing 
on the island. 

"Plans to build a hous
ing project did not mean 
abandoning a trail idea for 
Fulford," said Salt Spring 
regional director Gary Hol
man. 

"Both PARC and the South 
Salt Spring Island Prop
erty Owners and Residents 
Association are interested 
in building and developing 
a traiL" 

PARC's Urban Corridor 
Trail Group (UCTG) is 
assigned the task of look-

CR..Dl CAPITAL 
REGIONAL 
DISTRICT 

Regional Parks 

Help Determine the Future 
Strategic Directions of CRD Parks 

This ·is an important and exciting time for Capital Regional 
District Parks. Over the past five years, your regional parks and 
trails system has grown by nearly 2,000 hectares. It is now time 
to take stock and think about the next five years. 

In June 2005, CAD Parks will host a workshop to help shape 
the direction of CAD Parks for the next five years. The workshop 
will bring together municipal officials, volunteers, representatives 
of park and trail user groups and members-at-large from the 
general public. 

If you would like to be one of the members-at-large, please 
submit a letter of application by 4:30 pm Monday, April11, 
2005. Tell us what special insights you can offer, and what 
your interests are in regional parks and trails. If you have any 
questions, please contact CAD Parks. 

CRD Parks 
490 Atkins Avenue, Victoria BC V9B 2Z8 

Tel: (250) 478-3344 Fax: (250) 478·5416 
www.crd.bc.ca/parks 

NEW STOCK 
2002 FORD RANGER EDGE, 6 CYL. AUTO $15,995 
2001 NISSAN SE,rrRA, 4 CYL, 5 SPEED, 40K $1(},995 
~~PODGE CARAVAN tOADEI), 23,000KM < $11,995 
aoo6 <lMC JIMMY LOADED, 99,000KM $15,995 
1998 CHEVY $-10 •EX CRD" MINT $7,995 
1998 CHEVY ASTRO CARGO VAN, 76,000KM $11,995 
1$$9 TOYOTA TERCEL 5 SPEED, 4 CYI- $4,995 
2004 (;HEVY IM~, LOADE~;28K $15,995 

CASH FOR CARS! car. buyer on duty 

ing into the viability of 
developing recreational 
trails throughout the island. 
UTCG member Howard Fry 
said his group had just begun 
looking into building a trail 
between Fulford and Drum
mond Park but had yet to 
reach any conclusions. 

According to Fry, creation 
of a trail would open up pub
lic access along the beach 
and be very convenient for 
visitors arriving at Fulford 
Harbour. 

Holman agreed the ratio
nale behind the decision is 

Mafalda Hoogerdyk 

Access Canada's 
Top Insurance Firms 

• Life Insurance 
• Critical Illness 
• Long Term Care 
• Disability 
• Office Overhead 

537-1730 
mafalda@oceanswestinsurance.ca 

Phone: Loaded, mint 

about more than the build
ing Of a trail, but also about 
securing public acc.ess to the 
beach. 

Safety concerns caused by 
erosion and traffic along Isa
bella Point Road were raised 
as factors limiting public 
access to the water. 

"In the summer, public use 
of the trail was being pre
cluded," said Holman. 

"PARC has a long-stand
ing objective of securing 
access to salt and fresh water 
beaches. This is an example 
of when the community is 
asking them to do this." 

Holman said it was not 
at all clear whether the trail 
would be completed, but 
insisted that building what 
had been referred to as "a 
trail to nowhere" did not 
entail the project was a waste 
of time but rather a work in 
progress. 

"We've got lots of trails 
to nowhere that we are still 
working on completing," he 
said. 

"Just because you can't 
corpplete it in the first year 
doesn't mean that you don't 
start on it and that the idea 
isn't a valid one." 
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Budgets 
detailed 
for trio 

Three members of the 
public got their money 's 
worth when they attended 
a joint Islands Trust-Capi
tal Regional District (CRD) 
meeting on budgets. 

Carol Dodd, Garth Hen
dren and John Neville 
achieved a one-to-one ratio 
with elected officials at the 
March 18 meeting at Lions 
Hall. 

Trustees Eric ,Booth and 
Kimberly Lineger reported 
on happenings at the Trust 
Council meeting on Pend
er Island the week before, 
where the 2005-06 Trust 
budget was passed. 

Council decided to endorse 
a $4.3-milliol) budget with 
an increase in property tax 
revenue of 5.06 per cent. 

That will cost Trust area 
residential property owners 
an extra $2.93 per $100,000 
of assessed property value 
over last year's level. 

Booth said Salt Spring's 
traditional "overpayment" 
of taxes for Trust services 
would increase by $115,000 
this year, noting that his 
island's tax equity concerns 
have not been dealt with by 
council to date. 

"If we overpaid by 
$453,000 last year and we're 
J.lOW paying $115,00 more, 
then we're gomg the wrong 
way on tax equity." 

Regional director Gary 
Holman outlined implica
tions for Salt Spring in the 
CRD's 2005-06 budget. 

As he reported publicly 
earlier this year, when tax 
increases approved by last 
November's pool referen
dum are removed from cal
culations, the rest of the hike 
is only three per cent. 

The increase is attributed 
to the fact that Salt Spring 
assessments grew more 
than the average through
out the CRD and because 
of an additional $18,000 in 
funding for the region-wide 
CREST emergency response 
program. 

Figures also exclude 
increases for specific CRD 
water and sewer services. 

Boaters 
caught 
in wind 

Ganges Coast Guard offi
cer in charge Dan Harvey 
said high winds and the holi
day weekend meant trouble 
for many sailors throughout 
the Gulf Islands. 

"It was the weekend and 
everyone thought they could 
catch the wind, but some just 
caught too much." 

Ganges Coast Guard units 
were called to three sepa
rate incidents at Tseyhum 
Harbour, Montague Harbour 
and John Pass. 

Harvey said the incidents 
involved vessels running 
aground and he reminded 
sailors to check the tides and 
attempt transit 'on a slack 
tide. 
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HOME TURF: Members of the Ganges Coast Guard 
return to Ganges Harbour after tending to one of 
several boating mishaps this weekend. Coast guard 
units were called to incidents at Tseyhum Harbour, 
Montague Harbour and John Pass. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

St. Mary residents 
get 'neighbourly' 

The St. Mary Highlands 
Neighbourhood Associa
tion is the latest residents 
group to form on Salt Spring 
Island. 

A recent inaugural meet
ing at Central Hall saw a 
group of enthusiastic resi
dents launch the new asso
ciation, which according to 
a press release "will work in 
the best interests of all who 
enjoy living in this delight
ful area, and to follow island 
developments." 

The meeting provided 
local background informa
tion, an update on relevant 
island affairs, shared infor
mation on other similar 
island associations and for
malized the residents group. 

The neighbourhood area 
includes Ensilwood, Le 
Page, Southbank, Fairway 
Drive and crescent, Tiin.co
mali, Lawnhill and the 1381 
to 1475 block of North End 
Road. 

Residents from these 
addresses are encouraged to 
join the association. 

At the inaugural meeting, 
the following people agreed 

to serve on the initial exec
utive: Victoria Olchowecki, 
Harold Brochmann, Ron 
Shepherd, Josephine Book
er, Bill Wakefield, Karen 
Hudson and John Jeffer
son. 

Residents are welcome to 
attend the monthly execu
tive meetings by contacting 
a member of the executive. 

Samantha Beare will serve 
as the liaison with the newly 
formed Salt Spring Neigh
bourhoods Coalition, con
sisting of several island resi
dents associations. 

The local group will 
address residents ' concerns 
regarding services and the 
infrastructure of the area 
such as road conditions and 
traffic, water supply and 
security issues. 

The association plans to 
be pro-active in neighbour
hood development activities 
and social events, such as a 
"broom pull and barbecue." 
Volunteers are needed to 
organize events. 

For further information, to 
join or volunteer, call Harold 
at 537-5073. 

Artists and Photographers 
CALL FOR ENTRIES: 

The Island Illustrators Society and the Victoria 
Tall Ships Society is accepting applications from 
artists and photographers residing in the Vancouver 
Island and Gulf Island area to participate in recording 
the Victoria Tall Ships Festival which will be held in 
Victoria BC. June 23 - 26. 2005. 

For more information or to download the entry form 
see: www. tallshipsvictoria.ca 

Deadline April30, 2005 

Your local ~
cleaner. 
L ISLANDS 

'ertic 
(7867) OR VISIT 
DSSEPTIC.COM 
HING • HYDRO-VAC SERVICE 

Bookkeeping Services 
· Recapture your creative energy and freedom 

to focus on your craft. Be con~dent that all the 
paperwork is done properly and on time. 

QuickBooks Setup, Training 
and Support 

Become self-sufficient-and confident with your accounting 
system through,personalized tutoring and ongoing support. 

David Waddington 537-0854 
Certified Intuit Advisor Specializing in Small Business 

·~ + PJ>koo 
Defining Senior Living 
on Salt Spring Island 

Heritage Place Seniors Residence will open Balsam House for occupancy on 
June 1, 2005. The village of 5 residences on the beautiful sunny 2 Y2 acre site will 
be completed over the next 18 months. All 5 wheelchair accessible residences 
will be linked by a covered walkway. Each residence will feature 9 patio suites 
rotating around a common area consisting of a kitchen, where the evening meal 
will be prepared, dining room and lounge. A Resident Homemaker residing in a 
private apartment on the second floor of each residence will provide the House 
services. There are several models of suite from which to choose including 
Studios, One Bedroom, and One Bedroom and Den units. 

\ 

The monthly rent includes: 
Evening meal Weekly housekeeping 
Weekly linen laundry Emergency response system 

All utilities except \telephone 

The philosophy of Heritage Place is to encourage the independence and good 
health of Island seniors in a dignified, secure, and beautiful environment. 

For more information and a tour of Balsam House, contact: 
Donna Regen at 537-1201 

Don't miss ~ out-
reserve or place your name on the waiting list now! 

\ 

An informal information meeting '~ill be held at the 
Seniors Centre, 379 Lower Ganges Rd. 

(across from Ganges Village Market, next door, to Heritage Place): 

Thursday, April14, 2005, at\2 p.m. 
Refreshments will be serve~ 

Guest Speaker - \ 
Steve Somerset from BMO Nesbitt Burns, SSI 

'How I Can Afford Heritage Place' 
A Tour of Balsam House will follow 

Everyone welcome 
\ 

CANADA POSTES OPEN 
Bam-9pm 

DAILY 
POST CANADA 

POSTAL OUTLET 
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ICheck0utourCLASSIFIEDSPageB1BI Hand-over of student info to 
private company questioned 

OuR STRATEGY HAs AvERAGED 18%* 
ANOTHER REASON WHY WE THINK YOUR STRATEGY SHOULD BE OUR STRATEGY 

If you have at least $250,000 in your investment portfolio, then you 

will benefit from reading the current issue of Portfolio Strategy 

Quarterly. Since its inception in 1984, our Strategy Focus List 

has earned an 18% annual compound return -the S&P/TSX has 

managed just 9.7%. Portfolio Strategy Quarterly reveals our opinion 

on the Canadian economy, interest rates, equities & bonds. Most 
importantly, it provides a practical framework for the management 
of individual portfolios. 

Contact our team today for your free copy and put its disciplined 
insights to work on your portfolio. 

Radko La mac, B.A. Econ., CIM, Investment Advisor 
(250) 655-2888. 1 888-773-4477 
E-mail: radko.lamac@rbc.com 
"Managing Wealth .•• with Discipline" 

Rczyal Victorian 
Socie!J? Fashion Show 

Join us for a delightful Fashion Show from the 
Victorian era while enjoying complimentary 
Aftemoon Tea. Commentary and background piano 
music provided by the Royal Victorian Fashion 

·· Society. Reproduction of costumes during the reign 
of Queen Victoria. 

RSVP to: 655-0849 

By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

An "Orwellian" computer 
program could be watching 
over Gulf Islands families 
now that the school district 
has embraced the new B.C. 
Electronic Student Informa
tion System (BCESIS). 

BCESIS first appeared 
publicly in the shortfall 
column of the Gulf Isfands 
School District's preliminary 
2005-06 budget on March 9. 

Listed as a "provincial 
initiative," district secre
tary-treasurer Rod Scotvold 
included the $30,000 BCE
SlS with increased costs for 
teacher salaries, benefits, 
supplies and services total-

AMICAAT 

BEECHWOOD VILLAGE 

~315 Mills Road 

Sidney, BC 

250.655-0849 

Full service rental 
retirement suites 

Elegant dining 

Wellness & Vitality·u~ ~ 
fitness programs :; 

"' "' 

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

March 2 to March 30, 2005 · 

Where: Southern Gulf Islands, Gabriola Island, 
Thetis Island and Mudge Island 

The snowstorm of this past winter has required us to do some 
vegetation management work that is beyond our regularly 
scheduled preventative maintenance work. We'll be doing some tree 
pruning and removal on the Gulf Islands over the next couple of 
months. We need to do this work to ensure your safety and to 
make sure your electric service remains reliable. 

Hazard trees are a major cause of accidents involving power lines. 
They are also by far the most common cause of power interruptions. 
Unhealthy trees become a hazard when they are no longer stable. 
Unstable trees may fall onto power lines, endangering people and 
animals. Even healthy trees become hazardous when they grow into 
power lines. Healthy trees can simply be pruned, but trees with 
inner rot need to be completely removed. 

Any trees that are removed will be recycled as wood chips, firewood 
or raw logs. 

If you have trees on your property that concern you with regards to 
proximity to power lines, please do not hesitate to call us to discuss 
their pruning or removal. 

For more information, please contact Judy Hopewell at 
250 755-4792 in our regional vegetation maintenance office. 

BChgdro 

ling $130,000. 
According to the Minis

try of Education website, the~ 
program is voluntary and 43 
districts have subscribed, but 
Scotvold said otherwise. 

"The bottom line is that 
by three years down the line, 
if you're not in, you'll be 
forced in. It's not voluntary 
at all," he said. 

However, Salt Spring 
Island Middle School 
(SIMS) secretary Judy 
Boylan is still trying to fig
ure out why BCESIS will 
replace the existing informa
tion system at her school. 

"I can see advantages for 
the high school," Boylan 
said. "It looks like this one 
will answer a lot of their 
problems." 

But SIMS and elementary 
schools don't have prob
lems with program conflicts 
between scheduling and 
recording marks, she said. 

"The system we have 
works great . . . district sec
retaries chose this one." 

The current Turbo-School 
information system from 
Vancouver costs the district 
$450 per school, which is 
less than $2 per student at 

SIMS with their 330 attend
ees, she said. 

But at a price tag of 
$30,000, BCESIS translates 
to almost $20 per student 
(with 1,500 students in the 
district). 

Yet BCESIS may have 
other community impacts, 
apart from economic ones. 

In a report to Teachers' 
Newsmagazine, B.C. Teach
ers' Federation president 
Larry Kuehn expressed con
cern about intelligence ser
vices accessing information 
since BCESIS is managed 
by a private Ontario com-

. pany called Administrative 
Assistants Ltd. 

"It is almost Orwellian 
in the degree to which it 
makes possible surveillance 
by those with access to the 
data," Kuehn wrote. 

BCESIS performs rou
tine administrative functions 
such as student admissions, 
registration, course manage
ment, scheduling, attendance 
tracking, special education 
management, incident man
agement and report cards, 
states the education minis
try. 

"Schools will use the Pro-

vincial Learning Network to 
access student performance 
information and results 
from one location, improv
ing student achievement by 
ensuring educational goals 
are being met," reports the 
ministry. 

Kuehn wonders how much 
monitoring will be required 
to assure compliance. 

"BCESIS has been created 
by stealth. Work has been 
going on for an extended 
time, with little consultation 
at any level. It was viewed as 
a technology project rather 
than a social-educational 
issue about what informa
tion is important." 

And Kuehn argues that the 
scope of data collection will 
erode teachers' professional 
discretion by centralizing 
and enhancing the impor
tance of quantitative data. 

"The aim of the project is 
to have a common system on 
demographics and outcome 
information to ensure that 
what happens in every class
room is aligned and compli
ant with the government's 
education objectives and the 
district accountability con
tracts." 

Bubbles set to clean water 
Tiny bubbles could pro

vide cleaner water and 
reduce chlorination for 
island water districts man
aged by the Capital Regional 
District (CRD). 

The CRD is currently con
ducting three weeks of pilot 
tests of Diffused-Air Flota
tion (DAF) water treatment 
at Burgoyne Bay. 

"Right now, it looks very 
promising," said CRD man
ager of operations and local 
services Jim McFarland. 

"It provides a high level 
of treatment at a reasonable 
cost. And it also makes a rel
atively small footprint." 

DAF methods provide a 

much higher level of treat
ing drinking water to remove 
organic material, he said. 

"There are not many appli
cations of this technology in 
B.C. for drinking water. It's a 
newer technology." 

Current systems use sand 
and activated carbon filtra
tion while DAF injects water 
with microscopic bubbles, 
he said. 
· "They float contaminants 

out of the water and they get 
skimmed off." 

Since the DAF process is 
more efficient at removing 
organics, water treatment 
will require less chlorination 
as a result, he said. 

"Principal disinfection 
will still be done with ultra
violet light," he noted. 

CRD received a grant to 
use DAF technology in Bed
dis and Fulford water dis
tricts, he said. 

"We are also testing it on 
St. Mary Lake water, too." 

The CRD made an appli
cation to upgrade water 
treatment for Highlands dis
trict, which uses St. Mary 
water, and North Salt Spring 
Waterworks was invited to 
observe the process, he said. 

"Once the facility is 
designed, built and installed, 
plus improvements, I would 
say it will be next spring 
before it's all done." 

Vehicle thefts spark investigation 
RCMP officers are cur

rently investigating the theft 
of various belongings from 
two vehicles on Park Drive. 

The incidents occurred 
sometime between 7 p.m. on 
Friday, March 25 and 9 a.m. 
Saturday. 

During the same time, 
five vehicles along Rainbow 
Road were also damaged. 
Windows were smashed on 
some of the vehicles to gain 
entry. 

Anyone with information 

9 11 
FILE 

regarding these incidents 
is asked to contact the Salt 
Spring RCMP at 537-5555. 

Vehicle owners are 
reminded to ensure their 
vehicles are locked and that 
valuables are not left inside. 

Fire news 
Salt Spring fire crews were 

called to the scene of a tree 
fire on the morning of Sat
urday, March 26 after high 
winds blew the tree against 
a hydro line. 

The fire was sparked when 
a branch touching the line in 
the 1300-block of the Ful
ford-Ganges Road caused 
a short circuit, according 
to assistant chief Arjuna 
George. 

The telephone pole sus
tained limited damage. 

IIIEI:Hil 
Ask Any Pro!"' ., 
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-~"' .. i 
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CHAINSAWS STRINGTRIMMERS 

from $29999 from $21999 

Every Echo product is certified under the new CEPA 
2005 Standard and every Echo is certified at the 

maximum 300-hour EDP (Engine Durability Period). 

• ... 
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Busy CRD bumps pool costs 
Shovels haven't even bro

ken earth to start building 
an indoor pool at Rainbow 
Road, but project costs are 
already climbing. 

PARC had initially hoped 
Environmental Services 
department staff from the 
Capital Regional District 
(CRD) would take on con
tract administration of the 
project as a cost-saving mea
sure, but that plan has fallen 
through. 

MARKET START: Crowds of people drop by the opening day of the Saturday 
market in Centennial Park- even as rain clouds form above them. The day was 
Ultimately ShOrtened due tO rain. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

The commission recently 
learned that CRD staff can
not assist the project "due to 
other commitments" and so 
re-tendered expressions of 
interest to the same profes
sionals who had responded 
previously. 

PARC received proposals 

Chlorine-free? The niyth and facts 
This is the third of a series 

of articles where PARC is 
examining some ofthe deci
sions to be made and factors 
to be considered in the initial 
design phase of the indoor 
pool. 

One of the more compli
cated decisions PARC will 
make is in the choosing of 
the sanitization system for 
the new pool. 

Factors that will be con
sidered are: capital cost, 
materials maintenance cost, 
maintenance man-hours and 
general health concerns. 

Public pools in British 
Columbia cannot be "chlo
rine-free." 

The Public Health Act 
mandates that a certain level 
of chlorine, expressed in 
parts per million, must be 
maintained in the pool. 

All water treatment sys
tems utilize chlorine to some 
degree. 

The effects of odor and 
eye burning are largely the 
result of pool chemistry with 
the variables of ventilation, 

PARC 
BRIEFS 

pH, water circulation and 
treatment, chlorination and 
bather load all at play. 

There are four main tech
nologies that PARC will ask 
our engineering consultants 
to research and cost out: 
"conventional" chlorine 
treatment; ozone treatment; 
ultra-violet treatment and 
salt-water treatment. 

This week and next we 
will briefly examine these 
four sanitization technolo
gies. 

We know that conven
tional chlorine treatment has 
the lowest capital cost. It is 
an entrenched technology 
widely used in North Amer
ica and was first adopted at 
the turn of the century. 

It is still the reigning 
champion of disinfection 
and has many supporters in 
the chemical and swimming 

Join us for a presentation & panel discussion on 

US-CANADA 

TAX & ESTATE PLANNING 

This is your opportunity to hear about 
common cross border pitfalls and the 

planning techniques used to avoid them. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2005 
2-4PM 

ARTSPRING CENTRE 
100 Jackson Ave, Ganges 

Presenters: 
ANGUS IZARD, CA CGA CFP 

Senior Manager - Tax, KPMG 

MARK HORNE, BA LLB 

Senior Partner, Home Coupar 

If you would like to attend, please RSVP 
to Ann McPhee (250) 537-8605 

HOSTED BY: 

BMO E) Harris Private Banking· 

~":'= HARRIS fte PRIVATE BANKN 

pool industries. 
Another option is a salt

water pool. Salt-water pools 
are not chlorine-free pools. 
A salt-water pool is simply 
one that utilizes a chlorine 
generator. 

A chlorine generator's 
main function is to produce 
chlorine for the pool so you 
do not have to buy it, store it 
or handle it. 

The secret is keeping the 
cell free of calcium and min
eral deposits. 

The cell itself is made up 
of precious metals and it 
must be maintained so it can 
continue to make chlorine. 

Through the process of 
electrolysis, water passing 
over the chlorine generator 
cell produces chlorine that is 
instantaneously transformed 
into hypochlorous acid. 

When any type of chlo
rine is added to water it will 
always produce the same 
thing -hypochlorous acid. 

It does not matter if it is 
sodium hypochlorite (liquid 
chlorine), tri-chlor and di-

chlor or lithium based, cal
hypo or even chlorine gas 
- it all makes hypochlorous 
acid. 

Hypochlorous acid is the 
active sanitizer; it is what 
kills algae, bacteria and other 
harmful stuff in the water. 

Its effectiveness is total
ly predicated on balanced 
water conditions and, more 
importantly, proper pH. 

So, with a salt water sys
tem or chlorine generator, 
you still must maintain your 
water balance (pool chemis
try) properly. 

As long as you do this, a 
chlorine generator may be a 
good choice. 

Next week the Pool Beat 
article will briefly discuss 
ultra-violet and ozone treat
ments systems. 

PARC invites your 
input. Please write to us at 
PARC, 145 Vesuvius Bay 
Road, SSI, V8K 2M3 or 
parc@saltspring.com. 

Previous articles in this 
series are on the PARC web
site \VWw.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc/. 

ANNOUNC(M(Nl 

Russ Crouse and everyone at Roya~ LePage Salt Spring 
Realty is pleased to welcome Simone Lamers to the 
Royal LePage team. 

Simone and her family moved to SSI 10 years ago from 
Vancouver. You may know her through her work in music 
as a Jazz and R&B vocalist. 

Simone has had extensive experience in public relations 
and sales and is eager to put her skills into Real Estate. 

You can reach Simone at 250-537-6786 or at the office 
at 250-537-5515. 

Royal LePage is Canada's leading real estate services 
organization, with over 11,000 employees and 
representatives in residential, commercial, and franchise 
offices across Canada. International affiliates further 
augment the network. Royal LePage Salt Spring Realty 
has been serving the Real Estate needs of Salt Spring 
and the outer Gulf Islands since 1928. See our listings 
on the Internet at www.saltspringrealty.com. 

---llllllllllllllllllllll Salt Spring Realty 
ROYAL LEPAGE Grace Point Square 

1111111111111111111111 537-5515 

from Tony Leaver, Bill John- ager Dave Gibbon, the con
son, Liberty Contract Man- tract administrator will liaise 
agement and Ehrler, Limou
sin and Associates prior to a 
March 11 deadline. · 

On April 7, a PARC inter
view team will meet the four 
applicants bidding for the 
contract. ' 

Using a firm outside the 
CRD is expected to cost con
siderably more. 

According to a staff report 
by PARC operations man-

with design teams, maintain 
contact with the general 
contractor, monitor reports 
on progress and costs, and 
act as the project manager's 
"eyes and ears on the site." 

Following interviews with 
the candidates, PARC could 
report its decision as soon 
as April 11 or at the regular 
meeting on April 25, Gibbon 
said. 

~~~WES~=~~~ 
HARDWOOD ll~~ 
Custom Flooring 
Specializing in custom Wide Plank 

Clear Douglas Fir 

• Brand name flooring available 
, • Over 50 Hardwood & Softwood species in stock 

1-800-667-2275 
#5- 10189 McDonald Park Road, Sidney, BC 

et cdelu:t 
(SALT SPRING BOOK & STATIONERY) 

162 Robinson Rd. (by appointment) 
Monday- Saturday 537-5115 

No Bfesse 06[ige 
One .fine ~ when I was out wafkirl!l 

There were two oli£ men impeding trajjtc, 
In, as it was, their customary spot, 

Delighting in the passers -6y ant! speaking 
To those wfw wouUC not. 

Now one caffetf himseff]esus, the other Got!. 
Tftey spoke to a ftuo/ wfw said go get a jo6. 

Now it's not mudi I know, 6ut you sfwuli! have 
Seen the pain in their face. 

Tftey wanted no more tfum to share this pfact. 
So Jesus ant! Got! pr~ for the Uufy's safe return 

Aru{ a cfumce of her grace maybe to earn. 
· But the sky grew cfark ant! coli£ when the Uufy came 6y; 

Then Jesus turnet! to Got! ant! saiL{. 
«There 6ut for your grace go I. • 

Aru{ so gave his 6fessif1!1 no-6fesse o6Cige 
Because ignorance is a gijt from Got! you see. RMC 

What's the buzz? 
* ~ 

-· ~ 
Old Salty & Burt's Bees 

20% off Sale 
and free produet samples 

Why buy ... 
#1 It has no chemical content 
#2 It is not expensive 
#3 You will look & feel better 

Now hurry down and let us show you! 
March 30 - April 3 

7 days a week 537-5551 
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WHILE WALKING DOWN THE STREET 
ONE DAY. FAST EDDIE WAS UNEXPECTEDLY 

HIT BY THE DREADED FLU BUG 

In the dark 
Eligible Salt Spring property owners and taxpayers cast votes for 

two fire board trustee positions on March 19 and 26, but you won't 
find out who won the election in this edition of the Driftwood. 

That's because the present board voted in advance to not release 
the election results until the annual general meeting of the Salt 
Spring Island Fire Protection District held last night (Tuesday) 
-past our deadline. 
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Traditionally, trustee elections, if required, have been held 
in conjunction with the AGM. Until last year, few citizens not 
involved in running the department cared enough to turn up to 
vote, and nobody complained about the process. 

Then public interest in fire district operations ignited with the 
Jeff Outerbridge and Bruce Patterson dismissals, which was 
reflected in community participation in both last year's January 
by-election and April.AGM. 

Because elections and results have gone hand in hand at past 
AGMs, it's easy to understand why the board may have decided to 
maintain that tradition. 

However, a broader democratic tradition is for voters to be 
informed of election results as soon as possible after ballots are 
counted. 

We're confident nothing untoward has occurred in the ballot 
tabulation process, especially with returning officer Tom Moore in 
charge, but there's still something unsettling about keeping results 
a secret for three days - even if current board members them
selves are also among the ignorant. 

Despite the organizational "upgrades" that have taken place with 
the fire district board in the past year, no one could blame the public 
for feeling uneasy about this odd procedure being employed. Just 
over one year ago, this same organization did not know how to run 
a by-election. Deficiencies ranged from the advertising of incor
rect voting eligibility requirements to the wrong name appearing 
on a ballot and no screening provided for voters. 

To help eliminate any residue of public distrust from that period, 
the fire board should have ensured nothing odd arose this time 
out. 

For election results, check our website at www.gulfislands.net, 
give us a call - or contact one of the current fire trustees. 

Letters to the Editor 
Lamentation 

Cynical politics usually cause 
me to lament. 

Lamentation lies somewhere 
between sorrow and despair. It is 
a form of protest, a recognition 
of imminent danger in the face of 

"Women's centre nets funding." 
While these projects probably 

deserve funding, the timing of the 
government's action smells of cyn
ical politics. 

environment and maintaining our 
world-class provincial parks. The 
2001 minimum wage was lowered, 
increasing the ranks of the working 
poor. 

in order to balance the budget -
after they had squandered one and 
one half billion dollars in an irre
sponsible tax rebate. The ideology 
of unrestrained market economics 
prevailed over common sense and 
social justice. But now, with an 
election coming, this government 
miraculously has money for high
profile popular causes. 

or seeking the well-being of the 
general population - I lament 
the consequent demoralization of 
society and the destruction of my 
country. 

- what appears to be an intractable 
evil. 

And lamentation is the emotion 

But if we, the electorate, can 
ourselves avoid becoming cyni
cal about politics, the solution to 
finding better government is in our 
hands. 

-1 felt when I read the titles of three 
news items in the March 23 Drift
wood: "$2 million pump pool," 
"Fish plant nets seed money," 

During the first three years of its 
mandate, the B.C. Liberal govern
ment stripped away every dollar 
it could from needy folk of the 
province and from essential public 
servtces. 

Adequate funds were denied 
for public welfare, education and 
health care, and for protecting the 

Contradicting election promises, 
this government sold into corpo
rate pockets, at unreported (bar
gain?) prices, public assets in B.C. 
Rail, B.C. Ferries and B.C. Hydro, 
which had been created by public 
money. To justify this subterfuge, 
we were told that the province 
needed to exercise fiscal restraint 

When politics become a means 
to gain and hold power without 
regard to fundamental moral stan
dards - such as telling the truth, 

BOB WILD, 
Hedger Road 
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Trustees' unorthodox process led to tax levy qualms 
ByTONYLAW 

·Salt Spring trustee Eric 
Booth wonders about the 
"courage" of trustees who 
spoke against, but then 
voted for, his motion for 
Islands Trust Council to 
approve a special tax levy 
for Salt Spring Island. 
(March 16 View Point.) 

I am a trustee from Hom
by Island and I would like 
to provide another perspec
tive on what happened. 

When a decision item 
comes before council, trust
ees have a responsibility to 
raise any questions, con
cerns or doubts while also 
keeping an open mind and 
remaining amenable to per
suasion. Council wanted to 
do a careful job of consid
ering, for the first time in 
Trust history, a proposal for 
a special tax requisition for 
one particular island. This 
was made difficult because 
the Salt Spring trustees had 
followed neither the letter 
nor the spirit of a council 
policy on special tax lev
ies which they had voted to 
support in December (and 
which was circulated to all 
trustees in January). 

This policy is to ensure 

IN 
RESPONSE 
that council has the oppor
tunity to review a properly 
developed proposal and 
to consider including it in 
the proposed budget. Not 
a scrap of paper describing 
the proposed program was 
presented for council's con
sideration. 

The Financial Planning 
Committee met in January 
and again right before the 
council meeting to final
ize the proposed budget. I 
recall that at both meetings 
the chair provided an oppor
tunity for us to discuss the 
funding for local planning 
program items. Kimberly 
Lineger, of all trustees, is 
in the best position to have 
an understanding of these 
as she is chair of the Local 
Planning Committee. 

At the January meeting, 
staff made it clear to us 
that the proposed reduction 
from $12,000 to $8,000 in 
the allocation for "Com
munity Viz" would still 
likely address the program 

goals for this planning 
tool. (There was a sense by 
staff that the software costs 
would not be as high as pre
viously anticipated.) 

Those meetings would 
have been a good time for 
Eric and Kimberly, who are 
both members of the Finan
cial Planning Committee, 
to provide information on 
what they wanted for Salt 
Spring. Neither of them 
said a word about this when 
these opportunities were 
presented. If they had made 
a case, I see little reason 
why the committee would 
have not included the small 
additional requirements 
in the budget. As it was, it 
became clear at the March 
council meeting that the 
trustees had still not fully 
articulated their needs, even 
to their own planning staff. 

Council policy requires 
that "the Local Trust Com
mittee must solicit feed
back from the public in the 
local Trust area, minimally 
through a mechanism of 
advertising and otherwise 
advising the public of the 
purpose and cost of the 
proposed special requisi-

tion" and that any feedback 
received "must be consid
ered by the Islands Trust 
Council prior to approving 
a tax levy." The Salt Spring 
Local Trust Committee did 
not formalize its proposal 
until the council meeting 
was well underway. They 
used a voting mechanism 
that is generally restricted to 
routine matters and which 
is not appropriate for politi
cal decisions that should be 
made in public. 

Kimberly then stated 
that I was being "unfair" 
in wondering whether the 
Salt' Spring community had 
been sufficiently consulted. 

I was one of the few 
trustees to vote in favour of 
Eric's 23'd-hour motion to 
add his proposed expendi
ture to the finalized budget 
proposal, but I did so a little 
uneasily because, while it 
sounded good, I had still 
not seen anything on paper. 
I can understand why other 
trustees voted against it. 

When we came to vote on 
the special levy there was 
indeed unanimous support 
for what Eric refers to as 
"Salt Spring's inherent right 

to tax itself." My sense is 
that most trustees were left 
feeling quite uncomfortable 
about an extremely off-the
cuff process that need not 
have been that way. 

When trustees sit around 
the council table we have 
an over-riding collective 
responsibility to carry out 
our mandate to preserve 
and protect the whole of 
the Trust area. In my eight 
years as a trustee there has 
always been a willingness 
to consider the particular 
needs of particular islands. 
During this term there has 
been a strong focus upon 
Salt Spring, both because 
of its planning challenges 
and because of the tax sit
uation. I see an on-going 
commitment to address 
the latter issue through the 
evolving Resource Allo
cation Model, which will 
be the subject of a special 
session at the June council 
meeting. I believe council 
needs to move diligently in 
figuring how to simultane
ously allocate resources in a 
way that better reflects con
tributions from particular 
islands while also ensuring 

that we are carrying out our 
mandate for all the islands 
in the Trust area. 

In the meantime, Salt 
Spring has been allocated 
three quarters of the money 
budgeted for local planning 
projects and also has the 
significant non-monetary 
value of a well-staffed, on
island office - an object 
of envy for those of us on 
outlying islands! 

I have always taken an 
interest in Salt Spring issues 
and I have offered personal 
support to both Eric and 
Kimberley in bringing con
cerns forward. I will con
tinue to do so, but this will 
be in spite of, rather than 
because of, the approaches 
taken by the Salt Spring 
trustees. 

Most of us strive to be 
respectful and collegial, 
which I believe is ultimately 
the most effective approach 
to resolving challenging 
issues. I am among those 
trustees who left the March 
Council meeting feeling 
misled and manipulated. 

The writer is a Hornby 
Island trustee and long
time Trust Council member. 
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We asked: Do you think Canada should try to improve relations with the United States? 

Kelly Woodward 
I think the US. should try 
to improve relations with 
Canada and the rest of the 
world. 

Bill Gouth 
Canada should avoid joining 
the world corporation that is 
currently dominated by the 
United States. 

Myles Raposo 
They shouldn't because the 
US. has some bad ideas and 
will drag us into a war. 

Alex Lord 
Canada should not try to 
improve relations unless we 
can influence their policies. 

Darren Linnell 
They could without sacrificing 
our own autonomy. It :S always 
good to maintain relations, 
but if we lose what Canada is 
about it is not a good idea. 

Letters to the Editor 
Good 
decision 

I want to compli
ment PARC on the positive 
position its members have 
taken with regard to the 
$2-million grant recently 
received. 

By applying all of these 
funds to reduce the cap
ital borrowing for the 
pool, PARCis demonstrating 
good stewardship of taxpay
ers' funds and a commitment 
to the principles voiced early 
on in the pool debate with 
respect to how these funds 
would be used if received. 

I am sure PARC will 
be subjected to a lot of pres
sure to allocate some or all 
of these funds to additional 
spending on the pool "wish 
list." This would be a grave 
mistake. Judging by the text 
in the recent Driftwood, I 
gather PARC'S position is 
not to bow to this pressure. 

With PARC'S commit
ment to apply all of the 
$2,000,000 to reduce the 
capital borrowing, everyone 
wins: Those in favour of the 
pool still get their basic pool. 
Those-against the pool get 
tax relief. 

A good decision. 
BEN GOODMAN, 
Salt Spring 

Keep quality 
Let not any serious attempt 

to determine the appropri
ate level and type of tourist 
accommodations be branded 
anti-tourist. 

I, for one, believe our 
community is enriched by 
the shops and activities that 
are made possible by tour
ists. Restricting the number 
of tourist accommodations 
is being explored by our cur
rent trustees. Doing so is 
essential to assure that the 
tourists who do visit have a 
high-quality experience. 

Our island has a limited 
ability to supply water, cope 
with fire, natural destructive 
events (such as earthquakes) 
and medical emergencies, 
as well as limited parking 
and limited funding for road 
maintenance. The welfare 
of the entire community 
depends on these services 
not becoming overburdened. 
MAXINE LEICHTER, 
Salt Spring 

All voices 
Regarding the "Candidates 

take on BC-STV" article in 
the March 23 issue. 

I think it is very telling 
that the Liberal (Murray 
Coell) and NDP (Christine 
Hunt) candidates are not 
willing to make their posi-

tion on · BC-STV known. 
They do not want to appear 
"political" and yet they are 
clearly motivated by poli
tics in remaining "mum." Is 
there a concern votes may be 
lost by taking a position for 
or against BC-STV? Both 
parties, in fact, have clearly 
benefited from the First Past 
the Post system. 

I admire Green candidate 
Ken Rouleau's position on 
BC-STV He wants to see a 
revived interest in democra
cy; he wants to bring young 
people into the political pro
cess; he wants to empower 
them; he wants to help them 
feel proud of their democrat
ic inheritance. 

I, for one, plan to vote Yes 
for BC-STV If we miss this 
opportunity we may not have 
it again for another genera
tion! How much of the eli
gible population will be vot
ing then? Thirty per cent? 
It's time that the voices of 
all British Columbians were 
heard in the Legislature. 
JAY O'SCALLEIGH, 
Ganges 

New math 
More and more people 

cannot afford to take part 
in our society, while those 
at the top get ever wealthier. 
Yet I saw the other day that 
during 2005 upper manage
ment incomes are expected 

to increase by 30 per cent, 
while middle management 
anticipate a 10 per cent 
increase. 

Our provincial Liber
al masters have decreed a 
total wage freeze for many 
workers, and an unfortunate 
group of health workers even 
had their incomes cut by 15 
per cent. This pattern may 
seem acceptable to those of 
us who somehow feel that 
wealthy people deserye big
ger raises. But what might be 
the long-term result of this 
escalating inequity? 

If the above percentages 
hold over the next 20 years, 
upper management incomes 
will reach $65 million per 
year, while middle managers 
will make close to $1 mil
lion. Lower salaries will be 
relatively unchanged, while 
health workers could have 
been beaten down to $1,300 
per year! 

I did not try to include top 
CEOs' in my calculations. 
Their salaries and bonuses 
are already in the millions, 
so I don't think my calcula
tor has enough digits to fore
cast their 2025 earnings! 

Isn't it about time we 
consider giving the least 
paid the largest percentage 
increases? 
TOM WRIGHT, 
Mt. Belcher Heights 

Power check 
I disapprove of much that 

the Campbell Liberal gov
ernment has done in the last 
four years. Even more, I dis
approve of the absolute exer
cise of power it used with 
its overwhelming number of 
seats in the legislature. The 
popular vote did not warrant 
this distortion of democracy. 

I will give Premier Gor
don Campbell credit for two 
very positive steps toward 
improving democracy in 
B.C. in the future. 

The first step was the fixed 
four-year election date. This 
should give opposition par
ties a better chance to pre
pare for elections. 

The second step was the 
creation of the Citizens' 
Assembly to study, to travel 
and to listen to pubic opin
ion at meetings held around 
the province. The Citizens' 
Assembly arrived finally at 
an 80 per cent majority deci
sion to recommend the Sin
gle Transferable Vote (STV) 
for the referendum in May 
2005. This gives all voters a 
chance to approve a voting 
method that will provide a 
larger number of indepen
dent MLAs to hold in check 
the extreme left-wing - or 
right-wing - legislation 
that B.C. has suffered from 
in the past. 

The Knowledge Network 

broadcast in early March is 
an excellent TV program 
on the Citizens' Assembly. 
For more information, go 
to www.citizensassembly. 
bc.ca. 

There was wasted skilled 
labour ·and money on the 
Fast Ferries by the left. There 
is the export of good jobs 
and money on the Gernian
built ferries by the right. As 
the Irish might say: '"Tis 
surely enough of this tipsy 
stagger in a bungling British 
Columbia." 
RON STACEY, 
Quebec Drive 

Co-operate 
In the recent meetings 

between President Bush, 
Prime Minister Martin and 
President Fox, there was 
mention many times of 
"competition" - competi
tion with China, competi
tion with India etc, etc. It 
seems that the "C" words 
- capitalism and competi
tion - are forefront in the 
lexicon of these so-called 
leaders. 

I would like to suggest 
another "C" word that, in my 
view, would make the world 
a better place. That word is 
"co-operation." 
BRIAN FINNEMORE, 
Fulford Harbour 
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'Fringe sport' of squash deserves Salt Spring court 
I think Salt Spring's young 

squash phenom should be tested 
for steroids. 

Never mind that Kristen Iver
son is only 14 years old. Nobody 
should be capable of winning the 
B.C. Junior Open Squash Cham
pionship without a squash court 
to practise on every day. It would 
be like me attempting to summit 
Everest with only Mount Erskine 
to practice on. My hat goes off 
to her. 

If you only have a vague con
cept of squash, you are not alone. 
It has always been one of those 
"fringe sports" carried on sports 
specialty channels as filler, usu
ally at 3 in the morning, right 
after the Australian indoor lawn 
bowling championships. 

There were TV problems. The 
courts were badly lit and the cam
eras would have to try to follow 
around a tiny black ball travel
ling at speeds of over 100 miles 
per hour through a dirty, sweat-

HEAD TO HEAD 
BY PETER VINCENT 

streaked piece of half-inch thick 
glass. Squash players have this 
revolting habit of drying off their 
sweaty palms by sliding them 
down the glass. Yuk. 

Anyway, a few years ago, tele
vision producers started to make 
changes. The major tournaments 
are now widely covered, and tech
nical changes to the ball and the 
court mean that you can sit in 
your La-Z-Boy and actually fol
low the game. 

And what a game. From a fit
ness standpoint, there is nothing 
that comes close. A typical male 
will burn about 900 calories an 
hour playing squash. 

By comparison, swimming laps 
in a pool will burn about 530 calo-

ries an hour, kayaking, 
only about 400. Even 
intense sexual activity 
only burns 114 calo
ries an hour ... hardly 
worth the effort. 

I first took up squash 
in Victoria, in another 

life, on doctor's orders. I was a 
pack-a-day country club lay-about 
tipping the Toledos at 220 pounds 
-heading straight toward hyper
tension and an early grave. 

About two years later, I was a 
svelte, non-smoking 170 pounds. 
Since embarking on my Salt 
Spring, life-without-squash exis
tence, the pounds have started 
creeping back and once again 
I am beginning to bear a strik-

-ing resemblance to the Pillsbury 
Dough Boy. Squash works. 

Squash is fast, intense and cere
bral. Forbes Magazine recently
crowned squash Number One as 
the healthiest sport out there. Ten
nis Industry Magazine reported 

that squash is the ONLY racquet 
sport that is growing in the United 
States. I can understand why. 

You can get in and out in an 
hour, burn a ton of calories, 
relieve all that tension and satisfy 
that razor-sharp competitive edge 
lurking inside us all. 

With all that going for it and a 
B.C. junior champion right here 
on the island, why isn't it in the 
plans at the new swimming pool 
complex? 

The courts are cheap to build, 
extremely low maintenance and 
would provide a year-round source 
of income for the complex. 

For a little more money, squash 
courts can be designed to accom
modate racquetball and "Wally 
ball" - a kind of poor cousin to 
volleyball. And let's not forget 
league play and regional tourna
ments. 

So where is the down side? 
Squash courts would provide 
diversity to the pool complex and 

a great source of revenue with 
very little cost. 

It would also give some sol
ace for many of those land-based 
taxpayers who voted "no" in the 
swimming pool referendum. 

Every four or five years, there 
seems to be a push by one group 
or another to build squash courts 
here on the island, and every four 
or five years, the concept is led 
down a darkened alley and quietly 
strangled. 

It will happen again unless Salt 
Springers show the PARC office 
that they would support it. Give 
them a phone call. 

At the risk of sounding overly 
partisan, there is a sign-up sheet 
at North End Fitness. 

It won't cost you anything to 
add your name to it, and it may 
well go a long way in helping 
athletes like Kristen IVerson make 
a significant mark in the squash 
world. 
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More letters 
Same level 

I couldn't agree more with 
Catherine Brannan (March 
16 letter) and her regrets 
about voting for Gary Hol
man, her perception of his 
lack of impartiality and 
his failure to represent the 
community as opposed to 
the CRD and its agenda. 

Islanders were told we 
needed Blue Boxes on Salt 
Spring. 

Whose initiative was this? 
This was voted down by the 
committee, but it never goes 
away. 

When Blue Box was voted 
down, the new agenda was 
to privatize the recycle depot 
or put the contract out to ten
der. 

Whose initiative is that? I 
have never heard anyone on 
this island complain about 
the recycle centre, how it has 
operated or the need to put 
private contractors in busi
ness. 

Notice there is no agenda 
to privatize CRD building 
inspection services. 

Unlike the recycle depot, 
the building inspection ser
vice is a goldmine that pipes 
your money directly to CRD _ 
Victoria. Don't expect to see 
any CRD privatizing initia
tives in this area. 

Salt Springers should 
know that the land on which 
the Community Services
operated recycle depot sits 
was donated to the provincial 
government in good faith, by 
the Mouats, to be used for 
community services. 

Locals put in their time. 
Improvements and buildings 
were put in place by the local 

Community Services recycle 
depot. 

After paying the prince
ly sum of one dollar, the 
CRD believes that "our" 
community recycle centre is 
now their private resource 
to be disposed of as they 
please. Failing to get the 
Blue Box program in, they 
want to privatize or shut 
down our centre and sell 
the resources to a short list 
of private interests. Their 
problem is to herd along the 
committee members, who 
aren't dumb, or don't repre
sent special interests. 

If you lived in Sidney or 
Saanich, you could load your 
pickup with washers, dryers, 
fridges, stoves, lawnmow
ers, scrap iron, batteries, hot 
water tanks and haul it all 
to CRD Hartland and recy
cle the lot for three bucks. 

Because the CRD is sys
tematically underfunding 
Salt Spring, we are forced 
to pay $25 an appliance and 
extra for scrap metal. 

Salt Springers pay as 
much or more in taxes and 
fees than anyone in the Capi
tal Regional District and we 
are entitled to the same level 
of services. 

I would like to pose the 
initiative that the committee 
vote to return the centre and 
increase the funding to the 
Community Services recycle 
centre to harmonize services 
on Salt Spring in line with 
those offered in Sidney and 
Saanich. 

Let the special inter
ests start their own recycle 
centres in properly zoned 
areas with their own money. 
TOM PICKETT, 
Lee Road 

Hat's off 
Thank you so much for the 

wonderful coverage given to 
Island Comfort Quilts First 
Annual Community Quilt
ing Bee. The full page was 
great and your kind editorial 
words are much appreciated. 

I must point out, how
ever, that an undertaking 
of this size is not accom
plished alone. While I will 
take credit for borrowing the 
idea from a national com
fort quilts organization and 
inviting others to join me 
in creating an ·island group, 
the hard work of organizing 
the bee was shared by those 
10 other committee mem
bers. Marguerite Lee, Gwen 
Denluck, Karen Tottman, 
Louise Doucet, Bev Cart
wright, Sherrill Adshead, 
Donna Spur, Debbie Cade, 
my cousin Elizabeth Lee and 
my sister Lynn Brand. My 
hats off to them all! 
CAROL SIMPSON, 
Frazier Road 

Real cost 
This time next year it 

appears that Salt Spring will 
have a year-round swimming 
pool. That will be wonderful 
for kids and seniors and for 
everyone in between. 

After four years of not lis
tening and not caring, our 
MLA, Murray Coell present
ed us with $2 million. Nice 
work! This comes from the 
$218 million that the Camp
bell government put aside to 
buy our vote. They took that 
money from those of us with 
incomes under $100,000 
- by cutting needed public 
services to average families, 

SSFC V~eer Ht~-~UJ~tr Re/f' 
SSFC Board of Directors: 

Kathleen Horsdal, Karen Dakin, Bill Henderson, Valdy, Donn Tarris, 
John & Patricia Flannagan, Harry Burton, Gary McNutt, Harry Warner 

Bar: Scotty McNutt, Gary McNutt, Fraser, Jane, Leslie, Ghislaine 

Flowers: Everlasting Summer, Ma~cia, Erin 

La Press: The Driftwood, Gail Sjuberg 

Setup: Patricia & John Flannagan, Debbie & Harry Burton, 
Scotty McNutt, Donna & Paul Way, Michael Lowell, Elke Frederking, 

Ian Ludtke, Susanna Kong, Lee Middleton 

GOW STAR** Season Ticket holders who always help with baU 
cleanup: Deb Stevensen, Mary Anne McLaughlin + others 

Technical • Sound, Lights: Valdy, Bill Henderson, Greg Pauker, 
Harry Burton, Kim Hunter, Doug Motherwell, Sabine, Harry Warner 

Promotion Design: (posters,tickets,passes) Tarris Innovations 
Copy Service: Apple Photo 

Door: Maddy Tarris, Ellie Casey, Donna 'Way 
Posting Posters: Sabine Georgy 

Ticket sellers: Acoustic Planet, Stuff n' Nonsense, Salt Spring Books 
Others: Brian Finnemore, Greyse & Annie, Jim & Noni Fogarty, The 
Fulford Community Hall, David Borrowman, Rick Neufeld, Daphne 

Bed & Breakfast: especially Liz & Oleh • Seraphim B&B, 
Anchor Point B&B 

CD & T-sbirt Sales: Patricia & John Flannagan 
Webmaster: http://www.saltspringfolkdub.ca, Donn Tarris 

Financial/Accountant: Karen Dakin CGA 
Booking/Promotion/Administration: Kathleen Horsdal 

Performers: At the 'Gumboot Gala', a SSFC fundraiser for the '05/ '06 
season, all _performers donated their wondrous talents! 

seniors and the most vulner
able in our society. 

Thanks to Campbell's bro
ken promises, seniors have 
lost their home support, 
people on very low incomes 
are now trapped in grinding 
poverty, Medicare and Phar
macare charges ballooned, 
parents and kids are now 
faced with a four-day school 
week, and youth face a mini
mum wage of $6 an hour. Is 
that fair? 

I am glad for the people 
who will be able to enjoy 
the pool; however, it will not 
stop us from thinking about 
what it cost. 

I, for one, will give my 
support to Salt Spring's New 
Democrat candidate Chris
tine Hunt. She cares. 

And don't forget to hug 
John, Mary, Carol, Peter, 
Frances, Will and the rest for 
providing us with a swim
ming pool through the cuts 
to their jobs and income. 
IRENE WRIGHT, 
Mt. Belcher Heights 

Out of svnc· 
We will soon be giving all 

our attention to our upcom
ing provincial election with 
its two votes, one on STV 

But something transpired 
at the recent Conservative 
Party convention that is 
worthy of note and leads to 
yet another comment on the 
issue of same-sex marriage. 

Some delegates and most 
pundits were surprised that 
at least 25 and some say as 
high as 30 per cent of the 
delegates voted against the 
resolution affirming the "tra
ditional" definition of mar
riage. 

More than 25 per cent of 
delegates yet only four of the 
99 Conservative MPs have 
said they will support the 
full equality of gays and les
bians. Are another 20 MPs 
out of sync with their party's 
grassroots? 

EASTER EGGS: Joshua Barnes is getting ready for 
Easter by colouring eggs (and fingers) at Fables Cot
tage on Saturday. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

The Roman Catholic Arch
bishop of Toronto, Cardinal 
Ambrosia, got it right when 
he said, "If this [same-sex 
marriage] bill passes parlia
ment it will say that sexual 
relations of gays and lesbi
ans are the moral equivalent 
of sexual relations of hetero
sexuals." 

Right on, Cardinal. It will 
and they are! 
JACK C. HALLAM, 
North End Road 

More than 
just two 

Saturday, March 12, 2005 
was a great day! More than 
100 Salt Spring Island-

ers came together with true 
Islander spirit and created 
quilts for those suffering 
life-threatening situations. 

This happened because a 
group of dedicated people 
worked hard at fundraising, 
awareness raising and plan
ning. 

A much larger group 
donated funds, fabric and 
their time to make it hap
pen. 

I may be part of the com
mittee but on March the 
12th I was in hospital and 
my group of "helpers" had 
to step in at the last minute. 

If it had not been for 
Angela Thomas, Bev Cart
wright, Alice Richards, Dora 

HOME FOR SALE 

• 3 Bedroom, 2 bathroom, 
2level home 

• Walk to beautiful white shell 
sandy, Beddis beach =..,.:===;:;;;;=;;;:::;;:=.mi&ii!i!ll: 

• Private, fully fenced 0.79 Acre lot 
• Carport with storage and large paved area 
• Incredible rock gardens and greenhouse 
• Studio with sleeping loft 
• Peekaboo views of ocean 
• Lots of sunshine 
• Covered veranda around home 
• Unique design in cedar and pine $435,000 

£'1 I. L~ ..1:..1~ = IO'GD A...DDfil:N~NT 

Reynolds and Shannon Lee 
doing the shopping, set up 
and preparation, there would 
have been no lunch or coffee 
breaks that day. From what I 
heard they did a great job! 

It has been a fantastic 
experience working with my 
sister Carol Simpson on this 
project, but believe me an 
undertaking of this size takes 
more than two. 

Thank you so much for all 
your kind words and your 
prayers regarding my health 
situation. 
LYNN BRAND, 
Salt Spring 

MORE LETTERS A 11 

is a 
94Jetcome OOafjon 

COMMUNITY 

LeBorgne 
who will bring gifts & greetings 
along with helpful information 
about your new community! 

www. welcomewagon.ca 
537-8464 ..... 

U/ELCOME,.. 
'"1A/AGON 
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RANT 
RANTS 

Rants to people who leave 
used condoms in public 
places where children play. 
Shame on you! It could end 
up in some kid's mouth. 
Nancy Wigen 

ROcfEcf 
A lovely rose to the com

munity spirited person (or 
people) who repaired and 
painted the school bus shel
ter on Cedar Lane. It looks 
great! JA 

More letters 
Memorials 

About four years ago my 
job started taking me to Van
couver Island three days a 
week. It was then that I start
ed seeing a picture, a small 
cross, candles, flowers and 
notes along the roadside. 

Even in the city streets 
next to a light stand or a 
boulevard I first took it as a 
reminder that an automobile 
can be dangerous. 

Then, as I kept passing by 
again and again, I would see 
people standing there. Fresh 
flowers would be placed, 
there would be balloons, a 
Christmas tree or a stuffed 
animal. 

I realized then that a 
person had taken their last 
breath then;:. The last thing 
they saw was that spot and 
there they went to be with 
our maker. 

We need to be reminded 
that a life suddenly ended 
there. Sixteen months ago 
it happened to us. We know 
that our son's spirit is not 
there, as we know that his 
spirit is with God. Please, 
when you see a memorial, 
look at your speedometer. 

Are you speeding? Is your 
vehicle in good mainte
nance? Should you be behind 
the wheel at all? 

Yes, it can also just be an 
accident. 

So please, respect road
side memorials and remem
ber, people's lives have been 
changed forever. It's all part 
of grieving. 
DUANE, LEAH, DUSTINE 
and EMILY LITTLE, 
Salt Spring 

Housing 
dreams 

When a friend congratu
lated me last week on the 
progress that was finally 
happening on affordable 
housing, I was mystified 
(having not yet read the 
Driftwood.) However, when 
I saw the front page, there 
it was: "Fish plant nets seed 
money." 

The congratulations go to 
Richard Murakami. His aim 
to make it a "break even" 
project should inspire other 
local employers to meaning
ful efforts to provide modest 
wage earners with a decent 
place to live here on Salt 
Spring. 

As I understand it, the fish 
plant enterprise will provide 
rental housing. 

This is one aspect of our 
problem. Housing whose 
rental will accumulate a 
nest-egg for occupants to 
apply towards a future more 
commodious home has been 
the objective of the Salt 
Spring Community Housing 
and Land Trust Society, and 
continues to be our aim in 

spite of many frustrations. 
Meanwhile, we commend 

Richard Murakami for his 
community consciousness 
while we strive to fulfill our 
complementary dream. 
MAGGIE SCHUBART, 
Salt Spring 

Free 
education 

I am suffering from "Post 
Film Festival Syndrome." I 
bought seed potatoes, two 
apple trees and a load of soil 
after seeing The End of Sub
urbia film. 

I wrote a letter to Washing
ton, D.C to save the caribou 
after viewing Being Cari
bou, but I am definitely still 
feeling depressed. 

What I am regretting the 
most is that my generation 
has lived what the rest of the 
world would call "decadent
ly," behaving as if the world's 
resources were unlimited, 
and have left the planet in 
sad shape for the next gen
erations to come. 

This myth that the earth 
can tolerate "steady growth 
forever" is just that, a myth 
- a myth that is leading to 
disaster. 

Moaning and groaning 
about the polluted water and 
air, loss of our soil, effects 
of global warming, oceans 
depleted of wild fish, dis
appearing habitat for all 
earth's creatures and the 
extinction of some of those 
creatures will not help. We 
have to take responsibility 
for the detrimental effects 
of our lifestyle and help the 
future generation with their 
monumental task of chang
ing things around. 

I hear from friends that 
the "next generation will 
solve the environmental 
problems" or even "technol
ogy will solve" them. As if 
miraculously this will hap
pen. This is wishful thinking 
and frankly a cop out. 

Why should the next gen
eration do a better job then 
we have? They are the ones 
who have grown up in front 
of the TV, video games and 
mostly in cities. They are 
less connected to the natu
ral world then we are. Why 
should the next generation 
be any better at living more 
lightly, unless we model the 
behaviors necessary for cop
ing with what the future will 
bring. 

If our generation gives up, 
then why should the next 
do anything else? We must 
remain and act hopeful, we 
must take responsibility for 
our actions and we must 
keep working our buns off 
looking for solutions as long 
as we are around. This is the 
only way to keep hope alive 
in the hearts of those who 

OPINION WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 2005 ..o. Aft 

A rose to everyone who 
was so helpful when I locked 
my keys in my car following 
Sid Filkow's performance on 
Saturday. GB 

Roses to Dan for helping 
us out at our fuel shortage 
and delivering Nan and babe 
safely. VJD 

will never again have it as 
easy as we have. 

We need to offer free edu
cation to any student who 
qualifies for post secondary 
education. The next genera
tion and generations to come 
are going to need to be the 
best educated, the best skilled 
and the most adaptable. They 
will be coping with things 
we can't even imagine. They 
are going to have to solve a 
litany of technical problems, 
medical . problems, farming 
problems, engineering prob
lems, international relation 
problems and social prob
lems, to name a few. 

We have to believe there 
is going to be a future. We 
have to put everything we 
have into helping solve the 
problems we have caused 
and we have to support the 
future generations to con
tinue on with the work. We 
must make this commitment 
to the future. It is our obliga
tion. 

Free education for the 
future sake must become a 
reality. It is the least we can 
do. If you agree, let your pol
iticians know how you feel. 
JEAN GELWICKS, 
Salt Spring 

50th party 
West Vernon Elementary 

School in Vernon, B.C., is 
enthusiastic about its upcom
ing 50th anniversary celebra
tions on May 13, 2005. 

West Vernon's students, 
teachers, and parents invite 
all former students and staff 
members to a "1955 school 
day" on May 13. The cel
ebrations will start off with 
a pancake breakfast in the 
gym followed by a Power
Point "remember when" 
photo presentation and the 
sealing of a time capsule. 

West Vernon also invites 
past students and staff mem
bers to send e-mail mes
sages to gravesl@sd22.bc.ca 
(Linda Graves is our proud 
principal) telling us where 
you live now, what jobs 
you've had since you left the 
school, and/or a memory or 
two. We have also created a 
legacy fund so we can use 
the accruing interest to fund 
opportunities for needy but 
deserving West Vernon stu
dents. 
SUE KERSHAW, 
Vernon, B.C. 

UMBRELLA STREET: Alston Bonamis is happy in 
the rain- not only does his colourful umbrella keep 
him dry, it surrounds him with happy-looking Sesame 
Street characters. More rain is forecast for the week
end. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

POTTERY SALE 
Assorted colours 

Large - set of 3 $3997 

Medium- set of 3 S1997 

The Living Word 
Luke24:6&7 

He is rwt here; he has risen! 
Remember how he told you, 

while he was still with you iri 
Galilee: the Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful 

men, be crucified and on the 
third day be raised again. 

WINSOME WHITE 
Please Read: ISAIAH 53:7-13 & 

MATIHEW 17:22&23 
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Quality 
Doesn't Cost .•• 

•t r ... 1 pays. 
Fine cookware & accessories. 

Available at 

In support of the four-day school week 
learning occurs outside of the classroom too 

Love My Kitchen 
~Hc::::>P 

'7 --4.._ ___ ..... ~ 
140 Fulford Ganges 

537-5882 

By SUSAN LUNDY 
Sitting at my desk at the 

Driftwood recently, I over
heard two of my colleagues 
calculating school district 
enrolment estimates for next 
year. 

"Don't forget to subtract 

@BC MARIJl!_~~~'":~!!, 
The BC Marijuana Party 

Seeks Candidates For 
2005 Election 

Contact Kirk Tousaw 
Phone:604-684-7076 
Email: bcmp2005@yahoo.ca 

www.bcmarijuanaparty.com 

When you are thinking 
of buying or selling ... 

RF/Mfl( 
tstanding Agents 

Outstanding Results. 
sm 

my two kids if we return to a 
IN five-day week," I half-joked. 

I feel strongly about this 

DEPTH issue, so I'm about to ven-
ture onto dangerous ground 
and explore the other side of 

daughter put 23 hours into the four-day/five-day school 
week debate. a project over one weekend 

The fact is, I love it; my (thankfully, it was a three-
kids love it; most of my day weekend.) 
friends and their kids love it As a university student, 
- although we're all fright- my homework load might 
ened to admit it amidst the have been that intense. But 
highly charged and emotion- I honestly don't remember 
al opposition to it. being really stressed-out 

I sincerely understand the about homework in high 
reasoning of those people school, let alone Grade 6. 
who oppose the four-day Everything is so different 
week. If my circumstances out there compared to when 
were different - if my 11-
and 13-year-old kids were 

we were .kids. Our children 

younger or perhaps older have information at their fin-

- I might have a problem gertips and are pretty savvy 

with it too. when it comes to finding it. 

But there are usually two The things they need to learn 
compelling sides to every in a much-changed world 
debate and it's time we con- are different than what we 
sider the other side of this needed to learn. 
one. Life is faster; choices are 

I have no qualifications more complex and, in many 
to argue whether or not the cases, kids are as stressed-
four-day school week is out as adults. 
adversely affecting our kids' Maybe a three-day week-
education. end offers a necessary and 

But as a mom, I have healthy respite in an other-
made some observations wise chaotic world. over the past few years that Maybe in 20 years, educa-cause me to wonder if our 
kids are actually doing too tors and health officials will 

much ·schoolwork, and if be laudit).g our school district 

we've forgotten about all the for aiding in the development 
learning that goes on outside of a generation of kids who 
the classroom. learned the importance of 

From the start of Grade 6 having "down" time in their 
(four-day or five-day week), lives; kids whose health is 
my kids have spent hours statistically better than oth-
and hours on homework each ers because they have fewer 
week. Often they start it the stress-related illnesses. 
minute they get home from Maybe these kids will be 
school and work until bed- well-rounded, happy, sue-
time. This year, my Grade 6 cessful adults because the 

Your security is our #1 priority. 

lessons they learned in their (meditation and other forms 
outside-of-school activities of enforced relaxation), but 
actually proved more valu- seem to ignore it with our 
able than those learned sit- kids. 
ting in a classroom of same- They are busy, busy, busy. 
age students with hugely Over the last few years -
diverse needs. before the four-day school 

On a recent weekend, my week was implemented 

younger daughter embarked - I looked at my tired kids 

on a time-consuming project at least once a month and 

that focused on the history decided to keep them home 

of scuba diving. It proved from school so they could 

somewhat more interesting 
catch up on sleep. With the 

than it sounded, yet I was 
four-day school week, this 

left wondering about its rei-
has happened just once since 
September. 

evance in her life (other than Friday is a day to sleep in, 
yet another exercise in learn- rejuvenate, eat a hot lunch 
ing how to learn). and get a jump on home-

She spent the following work. It's a day to schedule 
weekend on the soccer field off-island appointments. For 
and I started thinking about those who can manage it, 
the life lessons she was accu- Friday is another family day. 
mulating there: team-work; I honestly recognize the 
sportsmanship; how to lose, hassle an additional day off 
learn from it and move on; presents for working parents 
how to win graciously; how of young children. 
to eat healthy food; how lack I remember scrambling 
of sleep and poor nutrition for childcare on Pro-D days, 
affects the body ... the list holidays and early dismissal 
goes on. days. I'm certain I pulled 

At her piano lesson, she at my hair and cursed the 
learns the beauty of music; school district. Yet, there 
when she goes off on an were no lasting scars that I 
excursion with friends, she can see and, in retrospect, 
learns how to interact with that period of my life went 
others. by really fast. 

The point is lots of crucial As far as academic learn-
learning goes on outside the ing goes, I guess we won't 
classroom. know the effects of the four-

And sometimes, a break day week for several years. 
from learning is good too. But as for a healthy solution 
Years ago I read an author's to busy lives, it has to receive 
lament that kids don't have some kudos. 
time anymore to just lie Now if only we could 
in the grass and watch the move to a four-day work 
clouds go by. week .... 

The comment stuck with 
me because it's sad and true. The writer is the Drift-
We have recognized ·the wood's layout editor and 
need for adult "down" time mother of two. 

Togethe~ we can make your travel experience more secure and hassle-free .. 

•••• 

For the latest information on how to pack for your next trip, 
visit our Web site at www.catsa-acsta.gc.ca or call 1-888-294-2202 

Canadian Air Transport 
Security Authority 

Administration t:anadienne 
de Ia sOrete du transport aerien Canada 
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SPECIAL 
BLUEBERRIES 

1 gal 
a\\\1 S7oo 

CAMAS 
Plant this great native bulb 

now for a lovely spring 
display of sky blue flowers 

4"pot $350 

VVL.LII'IL.o;l L..#I""\1 1 IYII""\1 ' '-11 JU1 '-VVJ - ......... 

SPECIAL 
RHODODENDRONS 

Huge selection of 
budded 3 gallon Rhodos 

a\\\1 S25°0 EACH 

2 gallon 
GRAFTED 
JAPANESE 
. MAPLES 
a\\\1 s2aoo 

· Huge selection of 
Upright, Weeping, 

Red and Green 
Leafed varieties 

Hours: 9:00am - 4:30pm daily 
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BC-STV vote aims to bring 
election reform to the people 

Reform can occur 
without major change 
By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 

Former "career public 
servant" and NDP depu
ty minister Bob Plecas of 
Victoria may share Brenda 
Guiled's level of enthusi
asm, but said awareqess 
and idealism have existed 
within the current First Past 
the Post (FPTP) system 
without incident. 

requires more attention. 
"We are a disparate 

group of people who can 
only agree on one thing, 
that we don't want BC
STV," said Plecas. "None 
of us are wealthy people 
and we've had to pool our 
resources. Other than that, 
we have no source of public 
funding." 

By SEAN MCINTYRE 
Staff Writer 

The opening pages of a 
booklet published by the Cit
izens' Assembly on electoral 
reform make it clear the 11-
month-long mission of the 
160-member group was no 
small task. 

"We are here to invent a 
new way to engage citizens in 
the practice of democracy," 
it reads. "The members of 
the Citizens' Assembly feel 
exceptionally honoured to 
have been given this historic 
opportunity to serve British 
Columbians on a matter so 
central to our democracy." 

For a task laden with 
such importance, calling the 
results of a February lpsos
Reid Poll disappointing 
seems an understatement. 

Of the 50 per cent of peo
ple who had heard of BC
STV, more than 60 per cent 
said they knew "very little" 
or "nothing" about the spe
cifics of electoral reform. 

This means only 20 per 
cent of those questioned 
knew about the issue and felt 
confident enough to speak 
on it. Hardly an impressive 
statistic for an issue deemed 
"central to our democracy." 

As the May 17 referendum 
date nears, statistics like 
these are causing concern. 
MLA Murray Coell said 
he is quite surprised by the 
lack of interest, but admitted 
there was still time for things 
to pick up. 

He said people will 
undoubtedly learn more 
about how BC-STV could 

BAYSIDE 

change the way candidates 
are elected in the weeks 
before the public is asked 
to vote. 

Despite the grim findings, 
many involved with the "yes" 
campaign have managed 
to find a glimmer of hope 
amidst the gloomy land
scape of electoral reform. 
Most people who have heard 
of BC-STV and understand 
the issue are in favour of the 
plan to adopt a more propor
tional electoral system. 

It is this sense of "an 
informed vote is a yes vote" 
that has kept people like Salt 
Spring's Brenda Guiled on a 
mission to get the word out 
to young and old, both on 
and off island. Her strong 
belief in the potential of BC
STV to produce significant 

The secoru:l phase of Bayside townhomes on Salt Spring is a fusion of west coast wood aru:l glass 
aru:l streamlined sophistication. Beautifully designed for the active discerning buyer who is not 
willing to compromise on quality at all, Bayside is ideally located for those who want a village 
pedestrian lifestyle. The theatre, a latte, the library aru:l shopping are just arouru:l the corner. 
Enquire about moorage for your boat at the marina just across the road. Located at the head of 
Ganges Harbour, Bayside is a short walk from the float plane terminal aru:l Vancouver is just a 
20 minute flight away. A perfect low maintenance pied-a-terre or a spicy new permanent home 
awaits you at Bayside! 

1593 or l647 sq. ft.; each with 3 bedrooms aru:l 3 bathrooms; 4 way split level; skylights; 
exposed beams; solid wood aru:l slate floors; granite counter tops; interior 
garage; 50 year concrete tile roof; imaginative landscaping with water 
feature. Incomparable! 

Priced at $445,000 and $455,000 + GST 

.For a brochure and tour, contact 
Donna Regen at Pager J .. soo .. 5J7 .. J201 

change has led her to Gulf 
Islands Secondary School 
where she plans to launch a 
mock BC-STV election. 

"The meetings we've had 
have been pretty grey haired 
and fairly left leaning. It is 
important to get younger 
people involved because 
it is their future at stake," 
she said. "Whether they can 
vote or not, it's worth giving 
them a heads up on electoral 
reform." 

Members of the public 
will be invited to observe 
the process firsthand where 
Guiled hopes much of the 
confusion surrounding the 
proposed system will be 
addressed. 

"Everyone says it's so 
complicated, it isn't. I don't 
mean anything against the 
students, but if they can 
do it, we all can," she said. 
"There is nothing more to 
the system than some basic 
arithmetic. There is the addi
tion and subtraction of frac
tions but this is surely not 
rocket science." 

In addition to staging the 
election on Salt Spring, she 
hopes to start similar pro
grams at the University of 
Victoria and in Quesnel. 

Guiled believes younger 
people are more likely to 
accept change and scoffs at 
the preconception that they 
are less likely to care about 
politics. She said exposing 
them to the political process 
at a younger age increases 
the chances of their remain
ing involved later in life. 

"I see this as a big step. All 
I can do is all I can do," she 
said. "You have to give them 
the option because I really 
want the next generations to 
hang on to the idealism and 
awareness that they seem to 
have." 

Plecas said many voters 
may be duped into thinking 
the May 17 BC-STV refer
endum is a rare chance to -
enact change. 

He pointed to referen
dums, recalls, fixed voting 
dates and a ban on advertis
ing as significant reforms 
that prove change is not 
unheard of in B.C. 

"People may think this is 
a referendum about elec
toral reform, but it isn't," he 
said. "This is not the begin
ning of electoral reform, 
nor is it the end." 

Plecas said he wants to 
participate in discussions 
alongside members of the 
yes side to provide audi
ences with an alternate 
view, but that requires an 
audience willing to listen. 

He feels people are just 
too busy to deal with the 
issue and the lack of inter
est could indicate their 
belief that this is not a nec
essary step. 

"Debate is a healthy part 
of any democracy, but most 
people just don't seem to 
give a damn," he said. "The 
average person has more on 
their plate than worrying 
about something like this." 

Like Guiled, Plecas 
and other members of the 
KNOW-STY group rely 
on very little outside help 
and devote considerable
amounts of their time to 
inform British Columbi
ans about an issue they feel 

Plecas mentioned the Cit
izens' Assembly's informa
tion centre and colour bro
chure delivered throughout 
the province as examples 
of clear "yes side" advan
tages. 

Citizens' Assembly 
member Wendy Bergurud, 
on the other hand, said her 
group feels disappointed 
they've received little sup
port to inform people about 
the issue. Only four people 
in Victoria are left to deal 
with telephone calls from 
people all over the country. 
She does not blame people 
for not getting involved, 
but rather the media and 
government for not inform
ing people. 

Bergerud acknowledged 
government was under 
pressure to remain separate 
from the process but said 
it could have arranged an 
independent body respon
sible for spreading the 
information after so much 
time and money went into 
collecting it. 

"This is the first time this 
has been done and it seems 
as though the government 
did not think through the 
public information phase 
of the plan," she said. "It's 
a no-win situation. If gov
ernment gives money they 
appear to support it and if 
they don't provide money, 
the independent nature of 
the project is preserved, but 
there is no way to spread 
the word." 

Calling All Cooks! 
Send us your favorite recipes for 
Salt Spring's Community Cookbook. 
Published by The Driftwood in time for Mother's Day. 

• Just submit your recipe 
with a comment or two 
about why it's special 
to your family. 

• We'll compile as many 
as we can in a keepsake 
cookbook to be distributed 
with The Driftwood in May. 

• All contributors will be 
entered in a draw for two 
$50.00 gift certificates . 

• We're sure this cookbook 
will win a special place in 
your kitchen! 

328 Lower Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island • 537-9933 
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Board 
of Directors 

President 
Peter Allan 
Salt Spring 
Kayak & Cycle 
6534222 
sskayak@sattspring.com 

V-President 
1burism 
Kevin Bell 
Mouat's Trading 
537-5593 
kevin@mouatstrading.oom 

V-President 
Business 
Arlene 
Dashwood 
Ocean Cottage 
537-5050 

V-President 
Finance 
Nancy Simms 
Entropic Fine Art 
Gallery 
537-8580 

Director 
John Cade 
Royal LePage 
537-7547 
john@ 
gulfislandsproperty.com 

Director 
Kevin Kinnear 
Island Savings 
Credit Union 
537-5587 
kkinnear@iscu.com 

Director 
Steve Knight 
The Local 
537-9463 
steve@thelocal.ca 

Director, 
Past President 
Tony Richards 
Driftwood Publishing 
5374583 

Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce 
121 Lower Ganges Rd. 
Salt Spring Island, 
BC VSK 2T1 
p 537-4223 
F 537-4276 
chamber@saltspring.com 
www.sattspringtoday.com 
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What the Chamber 
can do for you 
Established in 1948, the 
Salt Spring Island Chamber 
of Commerce has effec
tively served the business 
community and residents 
of Salt Spring. We work 
to provide Islanders with a 
community where citizens 
can enjoy life while earning 
a living. 
A membership in the Cham
ber of Commerce has great 
potential to be more than a 
piece of paper - it is your 
opportunity to reach out to 
others and achieve great 
things. For example: 
• you don't buy a newspa

per, you buy the news 
• you don't buy eyeglasses, 

you buy vision 
Likewise, you don't just 
buy a membership in the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
you buy into a cooperative 
community where people 
share their abilities with 
one another helping each 
other achieve goals that you 
cannot reach on your own. 
Your support and member
ship can make a difference 
to you, your business and 
your community. 
"What can my membership 
'DO' for me?" 
This is one of the most fre
quently asked questions we 
receive at the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
The simple answer is ....... . 
Nothing. Yes, that's correct. 
On its own your member
ship is just a piece of paper 
with your company name 
and the Chamber of Com
merce ,logo on it. It does not 
"DO" anything. However, 
when we start to look at 
the ways in which you can 
"USE" your Chamber of 
Cornn1erce membership to 
benefit your company and 
our community, the oppor
tunities become a lot more 
apparent. 
So let's take that same ques
tion, and ask it just a little 
bit differently ....... . 
"How can I "USE" my 
Membership to access pro
grams and services which 
will benefit my company 
and our community?" 
There are five core activities 
that the Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce of
fer to its members: 

Advocacy & Support 
The Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce has 
teamed up with business as
sociations and other Cham
bers of Commerce to work 
with local, provincial and 
federal govemment bodies 
to find solutions to issues 
that negatively affect busi
ness and/or our communi
ty. To be "THE VOICE" of 
business on Salt Spring, the 
Chamber needs businesses 
to join and give us "THE 
WORDS"! 

Business Promotion 
On average, over 43,000 
people walk through the 
doors of the Salt Spring 
Visitor Information Centre 
each year. As a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce 
you can display your busi
ness brochure and/or busi
ness card at the centre to 
capture the attention of this 
consumer group! Many 
visitors to Salt Spring Is
land eventually become 
our community's new resi
dents, and many of these 
folks use the Visitor Infor
mation Centre/Chamber of 
Commerce office as their 
first reference. Displaying 
your business brochure at 
the Information Centre can 
be beneficial even if your 
business is not directly de
pendent on the tourism in
dustry. 

Advertising Opportunities 
Every year the Chamber of 
Commerce prints 60,000 
copies of the "Star of the 
Gulf Islands", a brochure 
featuring local businesses, 
special attractions along 
with a detailed map of the 
Island. Throughout the 
year, the Chamber of Com
merce also provides coop
erative advertising opportu
nities in many publications, 
allowing our members ad
vertising at significant dis
counted rates. 

Networking Opportunities 
The Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce 
hosts monthly Business 
Breakfast Club Meetings 
annually. The meetings 
allow members the op
portunity to share ideas 

Student assists Chamber 
Calendar 

What's Up 
April 4th 
Board meeting 

April 14th 
Business Breakfast 
Club Bam - TEA 

New 
Members 

Arbutus Point 

Oceanfront B&B 

537-9510 

Waterfront Cottage 

537-4939 

Island Farmers Institute 

537-4755 

Student Julien LeCief is assisting in day to day operations 
at the SaH Spring Chamber of Commerce as part of his 
work experience program while attending Haute Ecole 
Charteroi-Europe. He is studying for a Bachelor's Degree 
in Public Relations. LeCief lives in Belgium. 

Henry Joseph· Re/Max 

537-9980 

Cable Creek Cottage 

653-4207 

and business information 
and to connect with oth
ers. Typically, we host a 
guest speaker or provide 
a presentation that has an 
educational component to 
it. Business after business 
mixers also occur through
out the year. 

Benefit Plan Discounts 
Your membership -gives 
you access to over 13 dif
ferent benefit plans via the 
British Columbia and Ca
nadian Chambers of Com
merce, including: 
• Group Insurance Plan 
• Merchant Services - Mo

neris Solutions (Master
Card) & TD Canada Trust 
(Visa) 

• Cellular Phone Plan -
Rogers AT&T 

• Long Distance Phone 
Plans- Navigata 

• Fuel Savings - Shell, 
Mohawk, Husky, Esso & 
Petro-Canada 

• Payroll Services - Pay
-works 
•Small Business Services
TVS (credit checks, etc.) 

Take advantage of one or 

two of the above programs 
each year and save the full 
cost of your annual mem
bership! 
To join or renew your 
membership, please con
tact Perry at the Chamber 
office at: 
121 Lower Ganges Road 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
V8K2Tl 
(250) 537-4223 
chamber@saltspringtoday.com. 

Cats Nest Properties 

537-1149 

Cottage of Tranquility 

538-5522 

Enchanted Cottage 

653-9895 

gmc Great un1e Box comoanv 
~ 

Creativity and Expertise .. 
offering you cost effective packaging 

Andrew Kulas 
2665 Bridge St. 
Victoria 

solutions 
• Kraft & White Stock Boxes 
·• Custom Boxes & Packaging 
• Protective Packaging 
• Sales Boosting Displays 

Tel: 1-800-661-5100 
web: www.greatlittlebox.com 

HOT TUBS 
• Repair & Maintenance! 

·Inspection with Free Estimate 

Now Open on Salt Spring 
l206A Grace Point Square (by appointment) 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
1005 Membership Rates 

0 

• Hot Tub Covers 
• Chemistry · Filters · Supplies 

• Ports in stock for oil makes & models 
We sell and install hot tubs 

Gulf Island Pool & Spa 
Servicing oil the Gulf Islands since 1999 

We finance up to 6 months
1 

no interest 
on new ond ~~~ed hot tuDs "OA(' 

Limited Offer 
Prime Minus 

.80010 
(tenns & conditions may apply) 

Maycock & Mots 
"Your Island Mortgage 

Specialists" 

Business (0-9 employees) 

Tourist Accommodation 
(I 0 + employees) 

Home Based Business 

Second Business 

Associate Members 

Non Profit Organizations 

$210.00 

$250.00 

$130.00 

$90.00 

$90.00 

$90.00 

Perry Ruehlin, Manager 
537-4223 • chamber@saltspring.com 



SPOR TION 

Calm defence 
helps FC nail 
Ladysln.ith win 

Young guards on defence 
earned a 2-0 win for Salt 
Spring FC's Division-1 men 
at Portlock Park on Sunday. 

"Defensively, we prob
ably played one of our stron
gest games," said FC player 
coach Jesse Fisher. 

FC pulled out the older 
veterans and put young play
ers on defence, he said. 

" It was a quiet, smooth 
transition from defence 
to offence, something we 
haven't had all year." 

Fisher described the move 
as an evolution for the team. 

"If we don't put our young 
people in important posi
tions, our old people are just 
getting older. If we don't 
make that transition, we're 
not going to become a better 
team in the future." 

Chris Langdon stood out 
while playing a different spot 
- centre back, Fisher said. 

"He was probably one of 
the best players out there. 
Our whole defensive line 
played really well - calm, 
moved the ball nicely, pro
vided lots of usable balls for 
the forwards." 

Salt Spring had a lot of 
shots and opportunities, so 

ANOTHER WORLD 1S 
NOT ONLY ?OSSlBL£, 

SHE IS ON H"ER W .A.Y. 

ON A. Q\JI"ET DA-Y, I 
CAN HEA-R HER 

BREA.TIDNG. 
AltUNDHATI ROY 

the score could have easily 
been 6-0, but Ladysmith had 
a good goalie, who made a 
lot of saves, Fisher said. 

"They played well, but 
once they were down two, 
they were done." 

Mark Nor dine scored 
the game winner during a 
scramble in front of the net 
after a corner kick in the first 
half. 

"It was a bit of a scramble 
and everybody got a piece of 
it. But it was pure determi
nation that put the ball into 
the back of the net." 

And new FC player Mason 
Scott scored a goal in his 
first game with the team. 

"We signed him and he 
scored our second goal. He 
had a good debut." 

Currently tied for fourth 
place in the division with 
Bays White, Salt Spring has 
two home games remaining 
in the season. If they can 
nudge ahead of Bays, they 
will earn a berth in the pro
vincials. 

"It looks okay as long 
as we take care of our own 
business." 

FC will play Powell River 
Villa at Portlock Park at 
noon on Sunday. 

E\l'ERYTHING ORGANIC rot morningside road 
A..,L THE TIM-c •• Y' 1• 1 IU!fordbtrbour,saltJt>rinsisland 
OL """ vm a J o , 6 J J • • 4 r • 

6:20am 
8:00am' 
10:00am 
12:00 noon 
2:00pm 
4:00pm 
6:00pm 
8:00pm 

-·-.:. 

'except Sun 

7:10am' 
9:00am 
11:00am 
1:00pm 
3:00pm 
5:00pm 
7:00pm 
9:00pm 

MAKING THE LEAP: Asher Squire jumps for the 
Frisbee as he joins others in a game of Ultimate on a 
field in Ganges. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

~ s 0 R ENs F N FIN F II 0 M F s I 
...... ··························································· . . ............................................ ! 

"w w.su m mersidcsa 1 tspri ng.com 

CROSSING TIME: 20 MINUTES 
YEAR-ROUND SCHEDULE 

LEAVE VESUVIUS BAY LEAVE CROFTON 
• 7:00 am u 4:00 pm *7:30 am 
x 8:00 am 5:00 pm 8:30 am 

9:00 am 6:00 pm # 9:30 am 
10:00am 7:00pm 11:10am 
11:40 am 8:40pm 12:10 pm 

n 12:40 pm . 9:40pm 1:10pm 
1:40pm +10:35 pm 2:15pm 
3:00 pm 3:30 pm 

4:30pm 
5:30pm 
6:30pm 
8:10pm 
9:10pm 

10:05 pm 
+11 :05 pm 

u Wed. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailing. No passengers. 
n The Mon. & Thurs. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings. No passengers. 

'Free flowing' 
Williams conquers 
historic rowing race 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Undaunted by a near miss at the 2004 Olympics in Ath
ens, Barney Williams credits a unique kind of teamwork 
after his rowing crew won the 2005 Oxford-Cambridge 
Boat Race on Sunday. 

"You just have no idea how things are going to turn out. 
And it's fabulous when things turn out the way you want 
them to do," Williams said during a Driftwood interview on 
Monday. 

Dubbed a "lovable loser" by the British media after the 
Canadian men's four crew missed Olympic gold by 0.08 
seconds in Athens, Salt Spring's Williams (age 28) helped 
his Oxford teammates celebrate a massive victory in the 
famous duel on the River Thames. 

"History goes back a long way and it's been 13 years 
since Oxford has won by open water- a significant domi
nant margin. This was just the kind of victory that everyone 
had been waiting for." 

Watched by a crowd of 400,000, Oxford beat Cambridge 
by two boat lengths over a 6.8-kilometre course that ran 16 
minutes, 42 seconds. But the Oxford crew realized their win 
long before it was over, Williams said. 

"For most of us, it happened 12 or 13 minutes into the 
race. No one has ever come back from open-water down," 
Williams said. "We really embraced that and just savoured 
that. We kept powering away and didn't settle for that 
margin, but the rowing was effortless after that. There was 
no tension. There was no anxiety. It was free flowing. It was 
fantastic." 

Marked by a crew of heavyweights in the racing world 
-both in stature and size, with members averaging 98.5 
kilograms or 21 7 pounds - Oxford posted the third fastest 
time in 151 years of the annual event. 

"Luckily, my experiences last swnmer in the men's four 
taught me that everything doesn't come down to everyone 
doing things one way," he said. "It comes down to everyone 
enjoying the way they are doing things." 

Breaking from tradition, crew members each took an 
individual approach to pre-race preparations, he said. 

"Some people would say, 'There's cracks in their armour. 
They're not putting up a unified front.' But it's all how you 
approach it." 

But Williams brought a different approach. 
"If you respect people's individuality, then that's just as 

good as doing everything the exact same way because that's 
going to be a lot more fun than conforming to one way of 
doing things." 

Since everyone had input on their training, they had no 
doubts when it came to race day, he said. 

"It boiled down to an extremely confident group of guys 
who were really looking forward to the experience." 

And now that Williams has been studying law at Oxford, 
he's found a refreshing view of the sport he's pursued over 
the last eight years. 

"Rowing is almost a break for me from studies and the 
pressures of academics. It's completely changed my phi
losophy toward rowing. Instead of a required element, it's 
almost a privilege to go out and row." 

The Canadian men's four was nominated for a Canadian 
Sport Award with winners announced Tuesday night in 
Toronto and Williams will also come to Victoria for Cana
dian National Team trials in June. 

#Mon., Wed. & Thurs. sailings will be re laced by dan erou::;;.s =...;,;,;;;;i "-'=·~~""""'-'-'-•--



Salt Spring takes the 
One Tonne Challenge 

Grow More Food 
Tune Up For Top Pertol'lnance r.:-tea"e the tat at l\o~e\ 

· " .·$, 

Peter Allen, President SSt Ch 
checks tire Pressures for bett arnJ:e,r o~~?mmerce, 

~itchell ;..no, {)1\I\V'O"d R~' ,;des • 
bi')'de \nto towt'· · · f b" 
()the< oplioos: f.\imi..,. ooe '"~ 10 

"" ' 
cawool'\\1\. ~o% nome. or ,.all<i\1%· 

Diana Morris Knox, Artist, grows vegetables and fruit 
in her back yard garden amidst ornamentals. 
Other options: Buy locally grown organic food, raise your 
own chickens, share with neighbours, friends, and family. 

Other options· ~ er ''!e e,oency. 
~Void idling, pl~n ~~ppt0'J: Vehtc/e fully tuned, 
oent Vehicle. rc ase a more fuel-effi-

f.netgite '{out tteno"ation 

. 55\ one 1onne cna\\en~e 
£\\labeth \Nh\dte£ C,u\de \of \-\ouses ad"isot, 
,.seatche! ao oet """""'cit%'eeo.Ol· Gel 
w\th b\owet doot. see ad"\~e on \nsu\at\on, 
t.netGuide \ot \-\oUSt~ and neat\n~ S'lstetnS· 
windows, dtatt-ytoo '~i mentis?~ e'kempt 
£net%'{ Stat heatlt\~]~/t~et'&'fStafO.Ua\\t\ed.htrfl """""".te"·~?":oc.ca .• S"'art with dt'l \\teWood 
Qth t opt,ons: Butn h '" . 

The Power of Youth 

GISS Leadership Group . .. . 
IS organmng a 

nwalk to School Day" 
to celebrate Earth Day 

onApril22. 
Students: stay tuned for IliON ~ls. 

Check out the Salt Spring 
Energy Strategy at 

www.saltspring-onetonnechallenge.org 

Contacts: 
Elizabeth White 537-2616 

Marion Pape 537-4567 

Solar Energy is Hot 

Marion Pope SSt One To h 
dries laundry ~n a solar drv~noer Cl athllenge Coordinator, Othe t. . .,, , co esfine r 

0
P 

10
ns: PassiVe solar cJ, • • 

Photo•oltaic Panels llli d e518Jt SOlar Water heat..., 
•nd Biofuets. ' m generators, m•cro-hY<Iro, ./ 

awl• g.ott. not f,,es; be •• eoefll'l m.set· 

An Earth Festival Society·lntitiative 

~In\\ vanCity 1+1 Environment 
Canada 

Funded by: 

~ ...:J·-----~ 
ecO~CTION 

CRD 
Islands Trust 

CAPITAL 
REGIONAL 
DISTRICT· 
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Trail, nature club expects busy month 

CUTTING YOUR HEATING COSTS WITH: 

LENNOX. 
Heating/Air Conditioning 

The Energy Savers 

We are now· lENNOX. 
the local dealer for .iiiiiiiiii--.,;;;,;;.o;;;.;.; 

ONE LESS THING TO WORRY ABOUT 

"The Leader in ColdCiimate rM 

Geothermal Technology" 

Van Unen • 538-0100 

After the cancellation in 
March, there will be an April 
social event at the United 
Church, which will be on 
Thursday, April 28 at 7:30 
p.m. Del from the Duncan 
Hikers will give a talk about 
some Vancouver Island hik
ing trails. 

The trail coordinators are 
requesting support on Thurs
day, April 7, and on Mon
day, April 18 for clean-up 
of some of our island trails. 
Again, the focus will be 
salal, broom and branches 
on the various trails. Lop
pers, clippers, grass shears 
and weed eaters will be the 
tools of choice. 

Club members who have 
not yet volunteered should 
contact George at 537-5774 
or Owen at 537-9107. 

We can then decide how 
many workers should be 
allocated to each area. It has 
been suggested that each of 
us might carry a pair of hand 
clippers when we go on a 
walk or hike and we could 
spend I 0 minutes or so clip
ping back foliage, which is 

Hindle 

encroaching upon a route. 
This should reduce the need 
for major clean-up excur
sions. 

Spring trip to Quadra 
Island (May 25 to 28): There 
is one room with three dou
ble beds left. Those inter
ested, contact the Lodge at 
1-800-665-7745. 

Booking and trip informa
tion is in the Cobbler's box 
and on the website (http:// 
sal tspring. gu1fislands. com/ 
!thompson/). 

There will be a trip to 
Prevost Island, open to ram
blers, walkers and hikers, on 
April26. 

A separate ramble/walk 
and a walk/hike will be orga
nized. Departure is 9 a.m. 
from the Ganges water taxi 
dock, and return from Pre
vost Island at 3 p.m. The 
cost for the water taxi will 
be $12/person. Participation 
is on a first come and paid, 
first served basis. Contact 
Fred Powell (537-4739) for 
registration before April 20. 
Cancellation will be seven 
days. 

Following is the remain
der of the April schedule for 
all three groups: 

Ramblers 
APRIL 5: A ramble in the 

Churchill Road area with 
Mickey Lyytikainen leading. 
Meet at Centennial Park at 
lOa.m. 

APRIL 12: By popular 
demand, we will ramble 
through the wild flowers at 
Lake Cowichan Ecological 
Reserve, with Jean Holm
es leading. Stop at March 
Meadows Coffee Shop on 
the way in for a coffee and 
then eat our lunches in the 
park, and loop around past 
St. Peter's Churchyard on the 
way home. Meet at Portlock 
Park at 9:15. 

APRIL 19. Tony and Eva 
Pedersen will lead a ramble 
at the little red schoolhouse. 
Meet at Centennial Park at 
10 a.m., or Beaver Point Hall 
at 10:20. 

APRIL 26. The Trail and 
Nature Club is visiting Pre
vost Island, and Ramblers are 
included. Prior arrangements 
(Fred Powell, 537-4739) are 
required, see above. Water 
taxi departure at 9 a.m. 

Walkers 
APRIL 5: Join Brian Rad

ford for a moderate walk 
around Mt. Maxwell. There 
will be some steep sections. 
Meeting at ArtSpring at 1 0 
a.m., the south-enders can 
meet at Seymour Heights 
and Armand Way at 10:15 
a.m. 

APRIL 12: John Meyers 

will lead us on a moderate 
walk in the Spindrift area. 
Please meet at ArtSpring at 
lOa.m. 

APRIL 19: John Flanna
gan will lead us on a popu
lar, moderate walk through 
the ecological reserve to the 
waterfall on Mountain Road. 
Meet at ArtSpring at 10 a.m. 
and the south-enders meet at 
Drummond Park 10:15 a.m. 

APRIL 26: Join Janet 
Andersen on an off-island 
trip to the western end of 
the Cowichan River footpath 
(from Skutz Falls to Marie 
Canyon). This is a 10-km 
walk with two steep sec
tions. Meet at Portlock Park 
at 8:30 a.m. to catch the 9 
a.m. Vesuvius ferry. 

Alternatively you may 
want to join the Prevost 
Island trip, see above. Prior 
arrangements are required. 

Hikers 
APRIL 5: Bob Food will 

guide us on a moderate hike 
in the Sheppard Hills. Meet 
atArtSpring at 9:45a.m. 

APRIL 12: Jean Gelwick 
and Peter Lamb will lead 
us on a mystery hike in the 
north end of the island. Meet 
at 9:45 at ArtSpring. 

APRIL 19: Simon Rook 
will lead a moderate hike 
off-island to Mount Tzou
halem. Meet at Portlock 
Park at 8:30 a.m. for the 9 
a.m. Vesuvius ferry. 

APRIL 26: See above for 
the Prevost Island hike. Prior 
arrangements are required. 
Departure from the dock at 
9a.m. 

Murphy aces tourney 
Easter brought baskets of 

aces to Mouat Park during 
the Random Doubles Disc
Golf Tournament on Sun
day. 

As part of the winning duo 
that captured a 38 (16 under 
par) with teammate Braeden 
Simmonds, Gordon Murphy 
aced hole#l5 with "portal 
power," he said. 

Joah Chlopan aced hole 
#5 as part of a 41 he carded 
with Eric Vanderwekken. 

And Darryl (last name 
unreported) aced #4 during 
a 42 he clinched with Gary 
Railer. 

Ted Hickford and Jason 
Dyck tied Scott Chapman, 
playing solitary California 
style, for second place when 
both teams scored 40. 

DISC 
SPIN 

A subsequent skins game 
saw Murphy ace hole # 13 
and win a total of eight skins, 
Fritz Arnold won six skins 
and Simmonds won four. 

"I was putting like a fiend," 
Murphy said. 

Golfers should check ferry 
schedules for a two-day tour
nament to wrap up the Duck 
Golf Winter Tournament 
Series on Pender Island this 
weekend. 

A local ladder tournament 
will commence immediately 
after the Pender event, Mur
phy said. 

tax•talk 
a public service of H&R Block-

Q. Last year, I took two one-day courses at a 
local community college. Each cost $75. I 
was told that I cannot claim them because 
tuition fees must be over $100. Is this 
correct? 

A. It is true that you cannot claim tuition 
fees unless they exceed $100, but this 
applies to the total fees paid to the same 
institution, not to each individual fee. 
Because your total tuition fees add up 
to $150, you are allowed to claim them. 
However, if you paid $75 to each of two 
different institutions, you would not be 
able to do so. 

Above Barb's Buns 
SA-121 McPhillips Ave. 

CALL 538·0919 
H&R BLOCK 

Drop by for a discussion on taxes and a cup of coffee. 
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HOCKEY TIME AT PORTLOCK: A group of women enjoy a little street hockey 
in a paved area of Portlock Park. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Div. 5 team's treasure hunt 
stumped with default loss 

Easter-egg hunts may 
have cost Salt Spring FC's 
Division-S men, who took 
a loss by default when they 
couldn't find enough players 
to fill a basket on Sunday. 

Div. 5 's player-coach-man
ager Chris Griffiths found 
himself at Juan de Fuca 
Field with only fellow play
ers Martin Thorn and Robin 
Doobinen at game time. 

"I was pretty disappoint
ed," Griffiths said. "I was 

expecting between eight and 
nine people." 

Noah Copping arrived 
half an hour later, but it was 
too little, too late; the ref
eree had already awarded the 
match to Juan de Fuca. 

"We ended up having a 
nice friendly match with 
mixed teams," Griffiths said. 
"They're a great bunch of 
guys." 

Griffiths doesn't know 
what happened to the rest 

of the team, but he knows 
core players Zoltan Kodaly, 
Colin McDougall and Jude 
Shugar had been called up 
to the Division-! team for 
the match against Lady
smith. 

Though Salt Spring's Div.5 
men are currently ranked 
fifth with only one game 
remaining against Sooke, 
they will be redelegated to 
Division 6 if they default the 
final match. 

Fulford ball park lease signed 
Bats will continue to swing at the Fulford 

Ball Park for the next three seasons, thanks 
to a new three-year lease. 

During a public meeting on March 21, the 
Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) 
approved a three-year lease with property 
owner James Akerman for $27,888.80. . 

Annual rent for 2005 is $8,846.25 with 
five per cent increases in 2006 and 2007. 

But negotiations were discontinued over 
right of first refusal (in the event the property 
is offered for sale) and application of rental 
payments to the purchase price, reported 
operations and project manager Dave Gib
bon. 

Negotiations proved too cumbersome for 
conclusion of negotiations in a timely fash
ion, he said. 

Calling all grandparents! 
A special spring celebration In the 
April 27 edition of The Ortftwood 
Photos and payment of t9.99 (plus .70 &ST) 
must be received In our office~ no later than 
Monday~ April 18th. 
All grandklds featured will be entered 
in a random draw for. 
• one of two ~125.00 term deposHs In the 

grandchild's name from Island Savings 
(some conditions apply) 

• ~75.00 gift certificate to &anges &arrnent 
Company 
for Oshkosh brand clothes up to size 6X. 

"ISLAND SAVINGS 

Skaters seek lights, fountain, 
sign and landscaping funds 

Park commissioners sent 
skaters back to the ramps 
after a delegation made 
a pitch for $15,000 to add 
lights, a sign, landscaping 
and a fountain to the Kanaka 
Road Skatepark. 

poles with lights ($11 ,500), 
a vandal-resistant fountain 
($3,200) and basic landscap
ing. 

"We'd also like to erect 
a sign to thank people who 
helped make this park pos
sible," said Millerd. 

facilities that will be run by 
community groups, noted 
commission chair Bill Cur
tin. 

Commissioners also 
directed skatepark delegates 
to seek lighting funding from 
BC Hydro's community rela
tions department before pro
ceeding with a request for 
PARC funding. 

"It's swarming with kids," 
said Salt Spring Skate
park Society member John 
Millerd at last Monday's 
Parks and Recreation Com
mission (PARC) public 
meeting. 

He also suggested hiring a 
student for skatepark super
vision in the summer. 

"I think it's a bad prec
edent," commented commis
sioner Peter Lake. 

"If you can exhaust that 
first, the amount may be well 
down," said commissioner 
Brian Little. "We just have a few things 

to do to finish it." 
He gave examples of local 

soccer and swim clubs that 
could make similar claims 
for support. 

And they encouraged the 
skaters to seek more commu
nity support before applying 
for PARC funds. 

Fellow skatepark member 
Stefan Getz presented PARC 
with a plan to install three PARC policy is to provide 

I 
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0 blankets, comforters, 200A quilts, duvets. 

0 f f draperies & bedspreads 

The best quality 
window cleaning 
tools in stock. 

, .· Ends April 30 
Great deals on used ·· 
andnevJvacuums 

1 carpet cleaner reqtals 
,floor squbbers ' polisher r~n~al§ 
We-~ the Gti.sW,ers w \ 
your tough deaning pioblems 

SALT SPRING --
Linen & Dr cleaners 

116 HEREFORD AVE., GANGES, 537-2241 \-(1.-:-; -.,_~~;:;:.:.:.:.:..:~~-.....;.... __ .... 

Hi h k an ____,..--, ou 
from Harbour Food Market 

We, the lam family, would like to say thanks to 
all our customers and friends. Stan and Ying are 
not really retiring, but just planning a change to 
their daily routine. We don't want to say goodbye, 
because that would make us sad. For that reason, 
we are staying on the island. By the w~y, Stan is 
accepting job offers, good pay, no work. Please call. 

We would like to welcome the Yun family, Young 
and Oukhec, their 13-year-old daughter Bona, and 
11-year-old son Kyle. Please provide them with the 
same support that you have given us over the last 22 
years. We wish the Yun family success and happiness 
in their future on this beautiful island. 

Thanks to all the people who we have worked 
with, good times and bad. All is a great memory. 
Especially thanks to Rebecca. We don't know how 
she put up with us for just about 4 years. Good luck 
in your future. Hi Doc! 

Harbour Food Market will be closed Friday, April 
Fool's Day, for the transition. The store will be open 
starting Saturday, April 2nd, and continuing on and 
on. Sorry for the inconvenience, but the store will get 
better and better. 

The Lam family, . 
Stan, Ying, Eva, Ray, Irene, Yvonne and# 1 grandson Ethan .;.>.. 
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This 
Saturday 
April 2nd 

Watch for great latvn 
cials in effect for one day onl~!~ 

ISit our new ''Orchid House'' 

EOXGLOVE ~~~SUPPLY, 
·"-~""-· of Atkins Rd. & Lower Ganges Rd. 

~"1],.;, ~~]J:·~~·~ 10 AM .. 4 PM 
Demonstrations 10 am ... 4 pm 

Specials All Day Water Garden Garden Moss& All Outdoor 
MIRACLEGRO AGRICO BONE MEAL • Design Philosophy Hanging Baskets Pottery 
1.71 kg pail. ~ 2 kg. $ 99 Reg $14.99 .... Sale Reg $5.99 ...... Sale 3 • Construction "101" & Planters 20°/o off • Maintenance with with & Special SAFER'S ROSE EVERGR02KG with Chris Chris & Marilyn CARE KIT RHODOORVEG Scott Stevenson Clearance Styles 
Reg$14.99 .... Sale ~OR FRUIT $ 

lOam & lpm 12pm&3pm 11am &2pm up to 35o/o off Reg $5.99 ...... Sale 399 

Join us for coffee & donuts 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

SSI 
4--H 

Group 
11am, 3pm 


