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Arlene for Mortgages 
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Province cools off ferry strike 

Weather 
Sunny skies today 
(Wednesday) and 
tomorrow are forecast 
to turn to rain by 
Friday and right 
through the weekend. 
Highs to 7 C most 
days; overnight lows 
to 1 C Thursday. 

Hardware 
Sales & Service 

~~ 537-1950 

'magen 

By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Striking ferry workers 
were ordered back to work 
Tuesday afternoon after a 
whirlwind of job action saw 
tempers flare over disrupted 
transportation services. 

"We are seeing a lot of 
hostility developing and 
government does not want 
ferry workers or travellers 
put at risk," said Labour 
Minister Graham Bruce in a 
press release Tuesday. 

Consequently, the gov
ernment imposed an 80-day 
cooling -- off period and 
appointed mediator Vince 
Re ady with authority to 
help the two parties collle 

FERRY STRIKE: Ferry worker Derek Sweet on strike 
at the Fulford ferry terminal Monday morning. 

to an agreement. 
"He is well respected by 

both parties. They both 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

agreed to him. By employ
ing through the ministry 
and making him a special 

Council dumps tax equity 
model; Booth leaves table 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Staff Writer 

At its quarterly meeting 
in Victoria last week, 
Islands Trust Council 
rejected a proposal that 
could have seen Salt Spring 
property owners pay a 
lower rate of property tax 
than people on some other 
Trust area islands. 

And Salt Spring trustee 
Eric Booth says he won't 
return to the Trust Council 
table until tax equity is 
accepted by the Trust-wide 
governing body. 

Trustees' chief objection 
to the concept was fear of 
eroding the Trust area's 
federated nature and ser
vices for the less populated 

islands without the "richer" 
islands' subsidies. 

In explaining his position 
Thursday, Saturna trustee 
Tom Johnstone said that 
when the Islands Trust was· 
created in the 1970s, the 
islands were envisioned "as 
a string of pearls . 

TAX EQUITY A3 

mediator, I think there's a 
better opportunity to reach 
success," Bruce told the 
Globe and Mail Tuesday. 

The cooling-off period 
was implemented Tuesday 
afternoon under the recent
ly updated Railway and 
Ferries Bargaining 
Assistance Act and orders 
the company to resume nor
mal operations and bans all 
further job action. , 

"He had been very clear 
all along that they would 
put the public interests 
first," said ministry 
spokesperson Betty 
Nicholson. 

The minister had met 
with the two parties over 

the past two weeks and 
found very little progress in 
negotiations, said 
Nicholson. 

"Nearly 300 issues were 
on the table and there was 
very little movement." 

Essential service levels 
were not followed on 
Monday or Tuesday after 
job action began .and tem
pers began to flare in con
frontations at terminals, she 
said. 

During an interview 
Tuesday morning, B.C. 
Ferry and Marine Workers 
(BCFMWU) local president 
Alan Layard indicated there 

FERRY STRIKE A2 

Santa ship sails Saturday 
Santa and more than a handful of helpers set sail for 

the Gulf Islands Saturday. 
The Lions Club's International Christmas Ship visits 

the San Juan and Gulf Islands for the 53rd time on 
December 13. 

The boat is scheduled to arrive at the Ganges Coast 
Guard dock on Salt Spring at 6 p.m. 

Everyone is invited to welcome Santa Claus and crew. 
Fireworks will signal the vessel's arrival in Ganges 

Harbour. 
Santa will greet people at Greenwoods and Lady 

Minto, and also hand out goody bags to children and sit 
for photos at Salt Spring Elementary School from 6:30-8 
p.m. 
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· NATURAL' GooDNess 
c. FERRY STRIKE STRIKING BACK: Ferry 

workers set up picket 
lines at the Fulford f~rry 
terminal Monday morn-EMbE BAkERY 

This week at Embe we are 
featuring our wholesome multi
grain bread which is chock-full 
of seeds and grains. We also 
have our delicious ham & swiss 
cheese croissant and our sinful 
copenhagens. 

Dec. 10th-16th 
Multi bread 

reg $2.40 ••.•.• $1.75/l.oaf 

Ham&swiss cheese croissants 
reg $1.95 ....•. $1.50/each 

Copenhagens 
reg $1.75 ..•.•• $1.40/each 

You can find these and many 
more specially prepared treats at 
our Bakery at the foot of the hill, 

or by reserving your order at 

537-5611 
Open: Mon ·Sat. 4:30am ·5:30pm 

Open Sundays till Xmas 6:00 am4:30 pm 
P.S. We have lots of w & holiday treats. 

GOT SOMETHING 
TO SELL? 
Driftwood 
Classifieds 
537-9925 
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had been no problems on 
Salt-Spring based sail
ings. 

"The public has been 
extremely supportive." 

And Layard hadn't 
heard any reports of diffi
culties on Gulf Islands 
vessels or Outer Islands 
terminals. 

"Yesterday went as well 
as can be expected." 

BCFMWU president 
Jackie Miller was unable 
to respond to Driftwood 
calls about the govern
ment announcement 
before press time. 

"We just heard it too," 
said union spokesman Del 
Phillips. 

Miller had previously 
criticized Bruce and pre
mier Gordon Campbell for 
interfering with the 
Labour Relations Board 
and the bargaining process 
by threatening a cooling
off period last month. 

"Either we have a 
democratic society with 
free collective bargaining 
and an LRB that oversees 
all of that, or we have a 
dictatorship in Victoria 
where they determine 
everything," Miller said 
on November 4. 

In response to a local 
union perspective, Layard 
was also unable to com
ment on the government 
order without union 
instruction. 

"We haven't had a 

chance to digest it." 
Fulford businessman 

Bruce . Patterson believes 
islanders enjoy a unique 
situation that reduces the 
chances of ugly disputes 
between travellers and ferry 
workers like those that 
occurred at mainland terrni
nals . 

"It's easy to 'flip out' at 
some B .C. ferry worker 
that you don't know." 

But islanders all benefit 
from ferry employees who 
live in the community, he 
said. 

"Therefore we're a lot 
more understanding and 
compassionate of their situ- . 
ation." 

Patterson's General Store 
was affected by job action 
Monday when a fuel deliv
ery was cancelled by a 
delayed dangerous cargo 
sailing. 

"It was one of the glitch
es on the first day of the 
strike." 

Mouat's Trading 
Comp.any general manager 
Kevin Bell said the strike 
hadn ' t caused inconve
nience to the local hard
ware store as of Tuesday 
morning but he was con
cerned about the ability of 
smaller and time-sensitive 
businesses to stay supplied 
in the wake of a strike. 

"Lettuce can't wait but a 
chainsaw blade can." 

Thrifty Foods owner 
operator Dan Lee con
firmed that the supermarket· 
receives approximately 90 
deliveries per week. 

The store carries a one 

and a half day inventory of 
fresh produce and two 
weeks of grocery-shelf 
items, so he doesn't antici
pate any problems with job 
actions. 

"It could be worse. We 
might not be getting any 
deliveries." 

Mike Tyson at Ganges 
Village Market was similar
ly unconcerned about the 
possibility of a strike when 
he was contacted Tuesday 
morning. 

"It's really business as 
usual." 

Even if job action had 
maintained essential service 
levels on the island, the 
supermarket would have 
been fine, he said. 

"We ad'!pt and take it 
from there." 

But Windsor Plywood 
manager Ken Marr believed 
that the union wasn't win
ning public popularity with 
the strike. 

"The biggest problem 
was not doing what they 
said they were going to do." 

Union plans . changed 

Family Dentistry On Scott Point 

Dr. Helen Johnston 

404 Scott Point Drive 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
V8K 2R2 

Tel: (250) 537-4059 
Fax: (250) 537-4079 

helennjohnston@ saltspring.com 

constantly through Sunday, 
Monday and Tuesday, he 
noted. 

"If they are going to be 
as unpredictable as they 
have been, they haven't got 
a hope of public support." 

The job action began 
Sunday with removal of 
shipboard catering and gift 
shop services. B.C. Ferries 
responded by locking out 
cashiers and catering staff 
and replacing them with 
casual workers . 

The union then initiated a 
full strike Monday that 
invoked essential service 
levels with the exception of 
routes based in Prince 
Rupert, Port Hardy and 
Brentwood Bay. 

The full strike caused 
delays on many major 
routes Monday and 
Tuesday morning. But as of 
9 p.m. Monday, the union 
lifted job action on all 
routes except those con
necting Vancouver Island to 
the mainland and Langdale 
to Powell River. 

i n g . Photo by Derrick Lundy 
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~as follows: .m;m ., "' · " • 

FOR THE 
RECORD 

Santa Claus flew into 
Ganges Harbour on 
November 29 courtesy of 
Salt Spring Air and owner
pilot .St. Clair McColl. 
Incorrect information 
appeared in last week's 
paper. 

• Greenwoods resident 
Helen Hinkel was also 
incorrectly identified in a 
photo on Page 4. 

DILATES: A thin~ing exercise conditioning system thdt utilizes 
hdnds-on lnstrudion to trdin the dbdomen dOd lower OOC~ to 
support the spine cmd improve posture. Pildtes strengthens dOd 
tones muscles, dS well ds providing flexibility dnd ooldnce. 

GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH 
INTRODUCTORY PRIVATE MAT AND EQUIPMENT SESSIONS: 

3 SESSIONS FOR $.99.00 

Public Information-
/ 

Meeting & Open House 
Channel Ridge 

Development Proposal 
• December 13, 2003, 12 noon - 2 pm 

• Multi-purpose Room, Gulf Islands Secondary School, 232 Rainbow Road 

Drop in any time between 12 noon and 2 prri to get background information on the 
Channel Ridge Properties development application. There will be a 20-minute 
presentation at 12:30 pm and you will have the opportunity to meet informally with 
members of the Channel Ridge Properties Ltd. Project Team, to see plans and draw
ings and to hear about Salt Spring Island's newest village, as envisioned in the 
Official Community Plan. 

Co-sponsored by Islands Trust & Channel Ridge Properties Ltd. 

For further information, contact Deborah Polka, APR at 604/517-1339 or 
dfolka@epiccentral.com. • 
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Islands Trust Council agrees to seek increased powers 
Trust Council members 

may have rejected a pro
posed tax equity plan at their 
December 3-5 meeting in 
Victoria, but voted to pursue 
acquiring -a few new powers 
for the Islands Trust. 

Those were: transferring 
subdivision approval author
ity from the Ministry of 
Transportation; taking on 
some decisions now made 
by the Agricultural Land 
Commission (ALC); and 

pursuing a transfer of build
ing inspection services from 
regional districts, in whole 
or in part. 

Acquiring subdivision 
authority was most warmly 
welcomed by staff and 
trustees. 

"Logistically, I believe this 
makes a lot of sense," said 
Wayne Quin, the Trust 's 
director of local planning 
services .. "I think there's a 
very natural fit under the 

land-use approvals func
tion." 

The three changes are 
what formally remains of the 
Trust's Local Governance 
Renewal proposal, reported 
Trust executive director 
Gordon Mcintosh in intro
ducing the topic to council 
Thursday. 

He said the Trust had 
examined the concept of 
using community commis
sions to merge some region-

TAX EQUITY: Concept rejected 
From Page 1 

Destruction of one [pearl] 
wrecks the whole string." 

Removing the existing 
subsidy to islands with a 
small tax base would ren
der them unable to do work 
on their community plans, 
land use bylaws and bylaw 
enforcement, said 
Joqnstone, who also chairs 
council's financial planning 
committee (FPC). At a 
November 4 meeting, .that 
committee recommended 
against adopting a staff
drafted tax equity model 
that could have seen Salt 
Spring taxpayers contribute 
$460,000 less in taxes next 
year. That sum is viewed as 
a "subsidy" for other 
islands' local planning 
activities . 

Salt Spring property 
taxes provided $1.32 mil
lion of the $3.2-millioQ 
total in 2003, on a $3.8-
million budget. 

"I moved the motion," 
said Trust chair David 
Essig "because, in essence, 
[the proposed model] 
would erode the confedera
tion principle on which we 
are based." 

Booth countered that the 
"federation" notion is . 
unfairly raised by oppo
nents of tax equity. 

"In any other federation 
I'm aware of, there is a 

-degree of taxation with rep
resentation. In March I 
suggested it be done on a 
population basis and was 
overwhelmingly rejected. I 
find myself in a federation 
that doesn't have a sense of 
democracy or fairness." 

Alluding to how Salt 
Spring property assess
ments have risen more 
quickly than those on other 
islands in recent years, 
Booth noted, "Tax equity 
has come up because of the 
degree of scale . Things 
have gotten more and more 
out of adjustment." 

Council had agreed to 
consider a "differentiated 
tax rate" as part of its 
Local Governance Renewal 
initiative. 

' 

Eric Booth 
Speaking with emotion 

after Johnstone made his 
pitch Thursday morning, 
Salt Spring trustee 
Kimberly Lineger said , 
''I'm faced with incorpora
tion on niy island and this 
just pushes it ahead. 

"You stand to lose $1.1 
million if we incorporate, 
and we're talking about 
half a million dollars," she 
added. "Give me a break." 

Booth left the council 
meeting following the local 
governance session 
Thursday and did not 
return for remaining busi
ness that day or Friday. 

Booth told the Driftwood 
he does not plan to attend 
future Trust Council meet
ings until tax equity is 
accepted, and will ask that 
his expense allotment for 
Trust Council be redirected 
to the Salt Spring Local 
Trust Committee "where it 
will actually do Salt Spring 
some good." 

Under terms of the 
Community Charter, Booth 
could be disqualified from 
office if he misses four 
consecutive council meet
ings without being 
excused. 

Despite rejecting the 
"equalization" model in 
question , trustees voted in 
two different motions to 
continue exploring other 

remedies for the financial 
imbalance. 

Gambier-Keats trustee 
Kim Benson put forth an 
alternate proposal for dis
cussion purposes only, she 
said, to show the door is 
not closed to other ideas. 

"I'd like to look at this 
on an 'island taxpayer' 
basis," she said: 

With the average levy for 
local planning services 
being $120 Trust-wide but 
$170 on Salt Spring, that 
$50 difference could be 
reduced by half, for exam
ple, to bring it closer to the 
average. 

Hornby trustee Tony Law 
was among those urging 
more work on alternate 
financial arra ngements. 
Island communitie~ had a 
history of looking out for 
each other, he said, and 
Salt Spring now had a diffi
culty that the whole Trust 
area must deal with. 

"This model would have 
presented other problems," 
he said, "but in rejecting 
this particular model I want 
us to continue in problem
solving mode." 

Even if all trustees 
except Booth and Lineger 
ultimately voted to look for 
alternate models, ·so me 
trustees spoke strongly 
against addi:ng it to the task 
list , and did not want to 
acknowledge threats of Salt 
Spring incorporation. 

''I'm not in any way, 
shape or form intimidated 

· by the critical mass of Salt 
Spring;" commented North 
Pender trustee Em Round. 

Round 's colleague 
Wayne Wright said the 
model should be rejected 
because the Trust area is in 
a "constant state of flux" 
and faces different budget 
demands each year, which 
makes changing the finan
cial formula impractical. 

He also suggested Salt 
Spring residents needed to 
appreciate the value of hav
ing their own full-service 
Trust office. 

Johnstone said he didn't 

Need Help Navigating The Markets? 
' 

R. joni Ganderton 
Investment Advisor 

Difficult markets may require a new investment approach. 

Your objectives for investing are unique to you-- but an objective that we all share 
is a desire to see results. 

Call me to talk about getting results. 

R. joni Ganderton,MBA,CFP 
Investment Advisor 
537-1654 
joni.ganderton@nbpcd.com 

BMO e Nesbitt Burns• 
A member of BMO Financial Group 

· "BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)" is a registered trade-mark of Bank ofMontreal, used 
under licence. "Nesbitt Burns" is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns 
Corporation Limited, used under licence. Member CIPF. 

al district and Trust decision
making, but found it con
tained problems that would 
make it undemocratic and a 
case of elected officials 
"serving two masters." 

Alternatively, Mcintosh 
said, coordinated land-use 
planning service agreements 
could be created between 
regional districts and the 
Trust through the Regional 
Growth Strategy Act, and 
more protqcol agreements 

think the FPC would have 
time to look at other 
options in time for the next 
council meeting. 

Lineger told the 
Driftwood Tuesday that 
she was not feeling opti
mistic about tax equity 
being successful. 

"I don't think there's a 
will on behalf of the 
trustees ... but I'm willing 
to keep an open mind and 
see where they go and I 
guess the February FPC 
meeting will be the telling 
tale as to whether it makes 
it on the agenda or not, or 
whether those who are 
vehemently opposed will 
have it removed from the 
agenda. Right now I don't 
feel too hopeful." 

Lineger also speculated 
that if a change is not 
effected soon, 1t probably 
won't happen. 

"The closer we get to an 
election the less likely any 
real change will happen in 
that direction because 
nobody is going to want to 
put a tax increase on their 
island , no matter how 
small it's going to be." 

Lineger said she was 
also upset that no one from 
the FPC contacted her or 
Booth to advise them of 
the outcome of the com
mittee's November 4 deci
sion. 

Both Salt Spring trustees 
are members of the com
mittee but were unable to 
attend the meeting . 

Essig apologized for the 
lack of contact, noting it 
was· "an· oversigh-t." He 
also said the two trustees 
could have contacted either 
Trust staff or another com
mittee member to learn the 
outcome, rather than hear
ing about it from a third 
party. 

with other government agen
cies could be drafted. 

Other governance issues 
can eventually be dealt with 
through Community Charter 
implementation, he said. 

More information about 
impacts of accepting the 
three new powers will be 
presented at the Trust 
Council meeting on Hornby 
Island in March. 

.DEPARTS VANCOUVER AIRPORT 
7:30 am I 11 :30 am I 3:30 pm 

DEPARTS GANGES 
. AND THE GULF ISLANDS 

8:00 am I 12:00 pm I 4:00 pm 

Are you or a loved 
one ''downsizing'': 
Whether leaving your home for an apartment, townhouse, or 

assisted living, you face a quandary about what to,do with the 
things you love. If you're not ready to abruptly dispose of the 

treasures and mem,ories that are part of your life -

CONSIDER STORAGE 

uwhen convenience and security matter, 
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Are you living on 
from your investments~ 

Brad Bench -
manufoctured on-site by Gabriel Ross 

J~~~~ .. 
589 A Bay Street in Victoria 

Phone 250-384-2554 I www.gabrielross.ca 

20°/o down Holds your Purchase 
· 'til March 31 /04 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. 

DEC 0755 11.5 ·~ 
10 1325 9.8 ~ 14 0135 2.3 
WE 1520 10.2 ~ SU 1010 11.5 

2340 1.3 
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Clark applauds local educators 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Education mm1ster 
Christy Clark received a 
crash course in local fund
ing issues when she called 

-Gulf Islands School District 
board chair May McKenzie 
to an impromptu meeting 
Thursday. 

"I have no idea what her 
agenda was because I didn't 
give her a chance to speak," 
said McKenzie. 

The board chair cheerful
ly steamrollered over the 
education minister with 
local success stories, sup
ported by data from the dis
trict accountability contract, 
annual improvement model 
and provincial examination 
results. 

"Then I nailed her," she 
said. 

"I told her that the change 
in funding formula had real
ly blind-sided us and that 
it's really inequitable." 

McKenzie -gaye a presen
t<ition outlining how the 
ministry planned to recon
figure rural-district funding_ 
formulas to favour larger 
districts over smaller dis
tricts, such as Revelstoke 

and the Gulflslands. 
"This is· going to cause a 

funding shortfall of more 
than $600,000 for 2005-
2006. That's five per cent of 
our budget. I explained that 
this is a huge amount for a 
small district." 

Conversely, New 
Westminster and West 
Vancouver districts stand to 
benefit from the funding
formula change, she noted. 

"It doesn't make any 
sense. They are not rurally 
dispersed districts ." 

The Gulf Islands district 
had previously attempted to 
get a rationale from the 
ministry finance department 
without results, she said. 

McKenzie also asked 
about delays for a plan to 
increase internet band-width 
for Outer Islands schools. 

"I explained all the things 
we would be able to do on 
the Outer Islands." 

Increased band-width 
could expand services for 
secondary learning centres 
and generate offshore rev
enue through new pro
grams, McKenzie said. 

"She thought it was all 
fantastic." 

During an interview 
Tuesday, Clark agreed that 
the meeting had a positive 
tone. 

"We had a chance to t~llk 
about some of the amazing 
things your district is 
doing." 

Clark was particularly 
impressed by innovative 
revenue-generating ideas, 
such as a tentative district 
plan to open a school in 
eastern Europe. 

"Some really tremendous 
work is being done." 

Clark also applauded 
exemplary test results for 
local students. 

"Gulf Islands kids have 
some of the highest achieve
ment results in the province 
and because B.C. kids per
form at levels among the 
best students in the world, 
it's quite an incredible state
ment for a rural district." 

The two elected officials 
also discussed how they 
could "minimize the impact 
of an anticipated funding 
crunch,"-Clark said. 

"We will see if there's a 
way to 'tweak' the formula 
so that it's not inequitable." 

The education minister 

also recognized the advan
tages a broad-band Internet 
connection could provide 
for the Outer Islands. 

"It wa.s such a pleasure to 
meet with a board chair 
who has so much enthusi
asm and a vision for the 
future." 

And Clark commended 
the "intellectually vigorous" 
community of islanders for 
supporting local education. 

"It's no secret that the 
Gulf Islands are filled with 
people who have three or 
four degrees and who are 
deeply interested in learn
ing." 

Gulf Islands School 
District secretary treasurer 
Rod Scotvold had not yet 
heard from the ministry 
regarding funding changes 
on Tuesday. 

"Any news would be well 
received," he said. 

Deputy education minis
ter Emery Dosdall had been 
scheduled to meet with 
local administrators to dis
cuss the district account
ability contract Wednesday 
but the meeting was can
celled this week, Scotvold 
said. 

Crofton mill extends public input time 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Concerned islanders and 
NorskeCanada workers are 
both requesting extensions 
to collect public input 
regarding an alternative 
fuels trial at . the Crofton 
pulp mill. 

Provincial regulators 
will now just need to set a 
new time period. 

The company requested 
a seven-week extension 
from its current December 
13 deadline to hear sub
missions regarding a 30-
month trial to burn coal, 
railway ties and shredded 
tires in the Crofton mill as 
alternative accelerant 
fuels, instead of the bunker 
C oil and natural gas cur
rently used. 

"An extension to the per
mitting process ensures the 
community has ample time 
to consider and comment 
on the information we've 
already shared with them," 
said Crofton Division 
environment director 
Graham Kissack. 

"It's important that peo
ple know we're listen~ng . 
Requesting an extension to 

the consultation by almost 
two months helps ensure 
that the process is fair and 
transparent." 

The Crofton Airshed 
Citizens Group (CACG), 
formed in response to the 
NorskeCanada proposal, is 
concerned that burning the 
alternative fuels will 
rele;:tse a range of emis
sions harmful to human 
health. 

"The people who will 
have to breathe the emis
sions from these sub
st'ances have not been 
given enough information 
or time to comment on this 
proposal," said Jan Slakov 
in a CACG press release. 

According to the CACG, 
an independent analysis 
co nducted by Stantec 
Consulting for the town 
council of Campbell River 
found alternative fuel tests 
at NorskeCanada's Elk 
Falls mill incomplete. 

"We are asking for a 
three-month delay in this 
proposal so that more 
information on health risks 
can be presented," she 
said. 

But during an interview 

Tuesday, Slakov indicated 
that any extension would 
be an improvement. 

"We really wanted one 
more month but that's cer
tainly better than nothing." 

She believes that 
islanders need to educate 
themselves about the issue. 

"I'm just learning and 
I'm sure that 's true for 
many people in our 
group." 

Kissack hopes local citi
zens will be heartened that 
the company is listening to 
their concerns. 

"At the end of the day, 
people might not agree 
with what we want to do. 
In the meantime I want 
everyone to come to their 
own conclusions." 

The company shared its 
plans to test alternative 
accelerant fuels in its 
wood-waste power boiler 
to reduce energy costs and 
improve air emissions at a 
November 27 open house. 

"Crofton Division has to 
see evidence to show that 
alternative-fuels are a fit 
for the company. If we saw 
significant material 
changes in our emissions, 
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we'd suspend the trial," 
Kissack told open house 
guests. 

Both NorskeCanada and 
Ministry of Water, Land 
and Air Protection 
(MWLAP) officials noted 
that previous trials indicat
ed the alternative fueis will 
improve emissions while 
saving money in operating 
costs. 

"We would like to antic
ipate improvements from 
the discharge ," said 
MWLAP pollution control 
officer Bernard Bintner. 

The MWLAP regional 
manager will make a deci
sion on consultation exten
sions, Bintner said. 

"We've never said we 
wouldn't accept input after 
the regulated 30-day peri
od." 

The ministry is still 
evaluating the technical 
merits of the proposal, he 
said. 

The CACG plans to hold 
another meeting at 5:45 
p.m. Thursday at the 
Crofton Community 
Centre. For more informa
tion about the CACG, con
tact Slakov at 537-5251. 
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VIGIL: Brooke Shergold and Jenna McBride hold 
candles and say a few words at an annual candle
light vigil - held this year in the United Church 
meadow - in honour of a national day of remem
brance and action on violence against women. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Metchosin soil bylaw 
lauded in quarry battle 

The Stewart Road 
Residents Association 
(SRRA) is hoping a soil 
removal bylaw and court 
case can help regulate quar
ry operations on Salt Spring 
and in the rest of the Trust 
area. 

SRRA director Rosey 
Brenan and lawyer Murray 
Rankin outlined 
Metchosin's Bylaw 402, 
which regulates commer
cial-level soil and rock 
removal and its impacts, at 
Islands Trust Council at its 
quarterly meeting in 
Victoria. 

The bylaw was upheld in 
a recent court decision, said 
Brenan. 

"We really believe this 
could be a tool for you," she 
told the meeting. 

Rankin, who is working 
on behalf of the SRRA, said 
the law "is a cost-free way 
to do the right thing." 

Later in the meeting , 
trustees passed a Kimberly 
Lineger motion that a soil 
removal template bylaw be 
created by the Trust, which 

local Trust committees 
could adopt if they wish. 

Some trustees commend
ed the SRRA on its solu
tion-oriented presentation. 

SRRA members have also 
been regularly attending Salt 
Spring Local Trust 
Committee (LTC) meetings 
to provide updates on their 
work and press for more 
LTC involvement in their 
opposition to the Salt Spring 
Rock Products proposed 
quarry on Jasper Way. 

Islanders and 
officials dissect 
slaughter rules 
By MITCHELL SHERRIN 
Staff Writer 

Some 45 island farmers 
corralled provincial offi
cials into reconsidering 
new meat-inspection stan
dards during an information 
meeting at the Salt Spring 
Farmers' Institute 
Thursday. 

But Ministry of Health 
officials believe that small
scale meat producers can 
adapt to the regulations. 

"It's a real threat to the 
family farm," said Farmers' 
Institute director Tony 
Threlfall. 

The chief concern of 
local producers is that pro
posed meat-inspection reg
ulations will prove too cost
ly to implement, he said. 

"The economics of it will 
put them out of business. 
Why would you bother 
doing it if you're losing 
money at it? Most of them 
are losing money now. 
They don ' t need to lose 
more." 

Meat going into a com
mercial establishment is 
already being inspected 
under the current system, 
he noted. 

"What they have to rec
ognize first is that these 
foods are not going into the 
food chain. It 's a very local 
type of thing. No supermar
ket from Campbell River is 
going to come to Salt 
Spring and buy lamb and 
put it in their store without 
being inspected." 

Threlfall agreed that 
farmers wouldn't have to 
take their anill)als off island 
for inspection if there was 
an approved abattoir on the 
island. But he questioned 
whether the volume would 
be sufficient to support a 
lbcal business. 

"I don't think farm-gate 
sales were even considered. 
I doubt they even realized 

· what farm-gate sales even 
meant." 

Consequently, local 
farmers asked for an exten
sion on public input and 
recommended a special 
classification for farm-gate 
sales that would require dif
ferent standards under the 
new meat-inspection plan. 

"The most logical and 
practical solution is to 
come up with a third desig
nated class, which would 
be farm-gate sales. Our job 
would be to make that 
case." 

Local farmers aim to pre
sent their plan in writing to 
Health Services Minister 
Colin Hansen, Agriculture 
Minister John Van Dongen 
and every applicable MLA. 

"People just turning their 
minds to it might not see 
the potential," said Health 
Protection Planning 
Division execqtive director · 
Kersteen Johnston. 

"The point we're trying 
to make to folks is that the 
new regulations can apply 
quite nicely to small 
slaughterhouses." 

And contrary to the view 
of local farmers ," she 
believes that the new regu
lations were aimed at farm
gate sales. 

"We were hoping that 
this was targetted to the 
smaller guys," said 
Johnston. 

"What's important is the 
quality and safety of the 
product." 

The next step will be for 
provincial representatives 
to report to their ministers, 
she said. 

The time frame for public 
input has been extended to 
January 30. 
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Islands Trust given A+ and D- grades 
Islands Trust Council members 

landed at two ends of a grading spec
trum during presentations to council 
in Victoria Friday. 

Trust executive director Gordon 
Mcintosh, who stepped down from 
fhe position earlier this year after 12 
years of service, bestowed an A+ on 
the group during his last report as the 
Trust's top bureaucrat. 

Kathy Dunster, a Bowen resident 
who recently completed a term on 
the Trust Fund Board, gave trustees a 
"D-" for not minding the Trust pre
serve and protect mandate. 

She spoke during the delegations 
portion of the meeting, with the New 
VI TV station filming her presentation. 

"There is no one in the organiza
tion as a whole who has regard for 
the mandate," she said. 

Each property is looked at individ
ually by Trust planners and trustees, 
she said, so that "bit by bit you are 
paving over paradise." 

Dunster had several suggestions 

for remedying the situation. They 
were for all trustees to resign or 
reform; all planners resign; hire an 
environmental protection officer, her
itage protection officer and a social 
and cultural fabric protection officer; 
use existing legislation to appoint an 
ecological advisory committee; have 
someone look at applications from a 
Trust-wide perspective; refer all 
applications to other islands' local 
Trust committees; use a checklist for 
the mandate when processing appli
cations; and put a moratorium on 
development until creeks are proper
ly mapped on all islands. 

"Resign or reform," she conclud
ed. "Because we're getting fed up 
with it." 

Mcintosh addressed council later, 
gave advice of a different flavour 
and praised the current state of the 
Islands Trust in talking about "the 
three Cs" of "communities, confi
dence and communications." 

Referring to his speech not being a 

TV media event like Dunster's criti- said. 
cal presentation, he said, "Where are Mcintosh also said he was delight
the cameras when there 's really good ed with progress made in the Trust's 
stuff? It just sucks." endeavours to ppt out a "consistent 

Rather than trying to "strategically message" to its constituents and 
deal with" the provincial government being able to communicate the work 
or get it to respect the Trust , it does - even if people may not 
Mcintosh said trustees needed to care. 
turn to their communities, as they He also challenged trustees to 
have been doing through · a "find some new signature pieces" to 
"Sustaining the Islands" outreach raise the Trust's profile, like the Gulf 

· program for the past few years. Islands National Park or Natural 
"My thought, as I leave, is that it's Area Protection Tax Exemption 

all about community building. The strategy. 
focus should shift from the province, "Governance renewal isn't it," he 
because that's not where it 's at. said, referring to a proposal to 
They're not paying 95 per cent of the increase local government effective
taxes," he said. , ness for some Trust area islands, 

"Our survival is really with the which he has worked on for the past 
communities we work with." two years. 

.On confidence, he said, the Trust "Those are my Cs - and that's 
has come a long way in the past 12 not a grade," he said in conclusion. 
years, and that reflects in· staff and "You're all A+ in my mind." 
trustee pride in the organization. Mcintosh . was given a standing 

"All of our staff are dam proud of ovation by trustees and staff at the 
being part of the Islands Trust," he meeting. 

Engineer urges revolt against Coastal Ferry Act 
A B.C. Ferries marine 

engineer appealed to Islands 
Trust Council Friday to help 
see parts of the Coastal 
Ferry Act (CFA) repealed. 

Contracting out of ser
vices, an absence of public 
input mechanisms, and elim
ination of cross-system sub
sidies were three critical 
areas cited by David Gray, 

who is c~ilcerned about a 
lack of public understanding 
of CPA implications .. 

"What I feel is important 
and not happening is that the 
public doesn't truly under
stand what the long-term · 
implications of the act are .. 
. the dismantling of a ferry 
system." · 

He told those attending 

the Victoria meeting that 
while major changes and 
efficiencies could definitely 
be made to B .C. Ferries 
operations, it is "a valuable 
public transportation infras
tructure" that doesn't need to 
be dismantled. 

In contrast, he said, people 
should consider a future 
under the CFA, when 15 dif-
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ferent ferry operators could 
be providing services, main
tenance is scaled down and 
there are no back -up vessels. 

"What happens when a 
ship breaks down? There 
will be no elasticity in the 
system." . 

Kim Benson, a vice-chair 
on the Tru.st executive and 
Gambier trustee, spoke on 
behalf of Keats Island resi: 
dents who now have a pri
vate ferry operator and no 
way to get information about 
the contract or to make com
plaints. 

"We 're twisting in the 
wind and our community 
members don't know who to 
write to," she said. 

Others commented on 
how ferry advisory commit
tees cannot take on the lob
bying role Gray suggested is 
needed. 

Saturna tru stee Brian 
Hollingshead said tho se 
committees were constituted 
to provide route-specific 
advice to B.C. Ferries and 
their members are not sup
posed to publicly criticize 
the ferry corporation. 

"We need an advocacy 
group separate from the 
[ferry workers'] union," he 
observed. 

Gray said he was cam
paigning against the CFA on 
principle, not because he's 
concerned about his own 
long-term job security, espe
cially since he is in high 
demand as a marine engi
neer. 

"I'm not doing this to save 
my bacon, I'm doing it on 
the principle of preserving a 
system that works well." 

He urged creation of 
groups outside the union and 
present ferry-related bodies 
to investigate the new ferry 
act and press for changes. 

Gray also noted his pre
sentation to Trust Council 
had nothing to do with cur
rent strike action or contract 
negotiations. 

The CFA was brought in 
by the provincial govern
ment this spring , with 
sweeping changes to former 
Crown corporation structure 
of the ferry transportation 
system. 

Salt Spring's Adams 
takes on top Trust post 
_ Linda Adams is the Islands Trust's new chief adrni~/tra-
tive officer. / 

Adams, of Salt Spring, was the successful replacement 
for Gordon Mcintosh, -who resigned from the position 
after 12 years to pursue other career interests. 

Adams has been part of Trust upper management for the 
past two years as director of Trust area services. · 

Before that she was regional planning manager on SaiL 
Spring for nine years, and has been an IslandsliUs~ploy-
ee since 1991. · 

Some staffing re-organization will also occur, said Adams, 
with her previous position not being filled. 
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NON-CONFORMING: CRD building inspector Darryl Janyk, right, hands 
Shasta Coffey a ticket for this gingerbread house, prohibiting occupancy until it 
acquires necessary permits. The house, created by Carmen, can be seen at Barb's 
BUnS. Photo by Derrick Lundy 

Political parties' merger 
brings cheers and jeers 
By CAREY RUDISILL 
Staff Writer 

Saanich-Gulf Islands MP 
Gary Lunn was celebrating 
the merging of the 
Canadian Alliance and 
Progress ive Conservative 
(PC) parties that occurred 
over the weekend, while a 
Salt Spring PC member 
expressed reservations. 

Lunn said a more open 
political atmosphere will 
result from the change. 

"There was a huge outcry 
to create a single alternative 
to the Liberals ," said the 
Canadian Alliance MP 
Monday. 

He said that was demon
strated by the two parties' 
end result : a 95 per cent 
merger approval vote from 
Canadian Alliance· mem
bers and a 90 per cent nod 
fromPCs . 

"When you end up with a 
one-party state, govern
ments do whatever they 
want. You end up with a 
dictatorship and that's what 
we 've seen for the last 10 
years - a government 
that's abused taxpayers ' 
dollars and funnelled off 
money to their own 
friends," ·Lunn said. 

"Today, you're going to 
see a single alternative to 
the currynt government. I 
think Canadians are going 
to be excited about a gov-

ernment that ' s going to 
respect their money and be 
more interested in the 
Canadian individual and 
taxpayer rather than their 
own friends." 

Local PC riding president 
Phyllis Bolton disagreed, 
stating that Canadians are 
wary of parties that are too 
right-wing. 

"Canadians vote for a 
centred party - one in the 
centre of the political spec
trum. Any party moving 
over to the right· will get the 
support of Bay Street but 
they won' t get the support 
of the people . They ' re 
going much too far right 
and have very little in the 
way of a social con
science." 

Bolton has been involved 
with the PC Party for over 
seven years and is in her 
fifth year as an executive 
committee member for the 
Saanich-Gulf Islands rid
ing. 
. Lunn is in his second 
term as Saanich-Gulf 
Islands MP. 

Bolton said the local vot
ing numbers clearly show 
residents ' concern about the 
plan. 

" Our riding came out 
well in that there were 37 
votes in favour of the merg
er and 20 against," she said. 
"The constitution calls for a 

two-thirds vote in order to 
change the constitution . So, 
in our dding they didn ' t get 
the two-thirds vote, but they 
did across the country." 

The movement towards a 
merger also changed mem
bership numbers in the 
local Saanich-Gulf Islands 
riding. 

"One of the most inter
esting things is that the PC 
party left its membership 
open for Alliance members 
to join until the 15th of 
November. Our member
ship more than doubled 
during that time to over 
400 members ," Bolton 
said. 

The added number of 
Alliance members in the 
PC Party "skewed" the 
national results, she said. 

"We didn't expect the 
·people who were not in 
favour of the merger to 
have much of an opportuni
ty to elect delegates 
because of the high recent 
influx of Canadian Alliance 
members into the PC party. 
It affected the outcome 
markedly." 

Bolton includes herself as 
one of many residents 
against the merger. 

''I'm certainly among the 
people saddened by the way 
in which the party has 
ended and how the merger 
went through," she said. 

Dewar assists in quad crash 
Two local men are likely 

thankful that tow truck driv
er Ron Dewar was a light 
sleeper on Saturday, 
December6. 

The two men ~ere riding 
a four-wheel all-terrain vehi
cle (ATV) at 2:30 a.m. when 
they sustained serious 
injuries from a collision on 
Eagle Ridge Drive. 

Dewar said visiting guests 
heard the all-terrain vehicle 
pass his house. 

"It was quiet - then 
crunch," he said. 

Dewar headed out with a 
flashlight and the hope that 
no one was badly injured. 

When Dewar found the 
two men at the end of a 
driveway, he knew some
thing was wrong. 

"They way they were lay
ing, I knew it was serious," 
he said. 

The ATV had gone over 
an embankment, and Dewar 
retrieved it the following 
day. 

"There wasn ' t too much 
damage [to it] . Nobody was 
talking about how it hap
pened;' he said. 

Local firefighters , police 
and ambulance were also on 

RCMP 
REPORT 
the scene, as well as people 
from a Christmas party at a 
nearby house. 

"People at the scene were 
really good," Dewar said . 
"Everyone did the right 
thing - got blankets. 
Nobody tried moving any of 
the people." 

RCMP Sergeant Giles 
said Dewar was an essential 
person at the scene. 

"He was tremendous in 
debriefing our constables. 
He's a good asset to have :__ 
tow truck drivers know a lot 
about how accidents happen 
and what to do." 

Fire chief Dave Enfield 
also called to thank Dewar 
for his work on Saturday 
morning. 

In a press release, Giles 
said the accident is under 
investigation and alcohol 
was believed to have been a 
factor in the incident. 

" It was an unlicensed 
quad," he said. "They were 
using the vehicle on the road 
and were involved in an 
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Sweating for equity 
Islands Trust Council's rejection Friday of an initial proposal to 

bring some equity to the amount of property taxes each Trust area 
island pays could be viewed as dismissing a !egitimate Salt Spring 
concern. 

Some trustees even relied on questionable logic in raising the spec
tre of smaller islands being left "unprotected" if the subsidy from 
Salt Spring and other more affluent islands was reduced. No one is 
suggesting that re-allocated funds not be replaced - only that prop
erty owners on the less populated islands should pay more taxes to 
the Trust for the services they receive. That's admittedly an unpopu
lar message for politicians to bring to any constituents. 

Trustees dismissed one tax equity formula presented and voted to 
look for alternatives that might achieve a similar goal, but finding 
agreement won't be easy, and certainly not without some old-fash
ioned alliance and relationship building on the part of Salt Spring 
trustees Eric Booth and Kimberly Lineger, and those from other 
islands who said last week they are willing to support a change. 

Despite council's agreement to explore alternatives, trustee Booth 
has declared he will not attend Trust Council meetings until tax equi
ty is accepted. But without his input and working with others on a 
solution, it's doubtful the problem can be solved. 

We urge Booth to not abandon the ship after a relatively short trial 
run in Trust Council seas. 

Just as Salt Spring voters deserve some consideration for tax equi
ty, they should also have Booth's voice and vote at council, since he 
was elected to provide both. 

For incorporation supporters, including Booth, Trust Council 's 
decision provides igniting fluid to push for another referendum - as 
does the fact the much-touted local governance renewal proposal has 
been reduced to a shadow of its original promise. 

If islanders want to revisit incorporation, it should be for the right 
reason. Having optimally effective local government for a communi
ty the size of Salt Spring - which would cost taxpayers more than 
they now pay - should still be considered paramount over whether 
Salt Spring property owners pay X -more dollars per year more than 
their counterparts on Saturna to be part of the Islands Trust. 

It's not too soon to start revisiting ·our governance options, but the 
pursuit of tax equity should continue for a bit longer at the council 
level, and with Booth sitting at the table. 

Ferry system worth preserving needs public aid 
By DAVID GRAY 
I am a marine engineer, and have 

been working for B.C. Ferries for 
the past 13 years. _ 

During my career, I have seen 
many changes in management at 
B.C. ·Ferries. Each time, I have had 
a glimmer of hope that finally 
something was going to be done to 
rein in the wastefulness of the cur
rent system. In one case, an entire 
crew was brought in on overtime, 
to hear a five-minute speech about 
how things would change, when 
they never did. All along, B .C . 
Ferries employees have screamed 
for change that ha.S never occurred. 

B.C. Ferry employees possess a 
wealth of technical expertise, 
which is seldom used in the plan
ning and management process. 
Management has failed to manage 
effectively, and employees feel 
they have little chance of effecting 

VIEW 
POINT 

positive change. In purchasing, 
B.C. Ferries has long been consid
ered a "golden goose," regularly 
paying inflated rates for goods and 
services, with little accountability. 

My point is that there are a myri
ad ways to improve on operational 
and administrative costs, to make 
the existing ferry system more effi
cient, while preserving the benefits 
of the system and keeping it whole. 
The problem is, of course, the 
Coastal Ferry Act. 

The Coastal Ferry Act takes B.C. 
Ferries in a direction away from 
that of a public transportation 
infrastructure, and into the domain 
of a user-pay, for-profit service. It 

discards the advantages to the pub
lic of having an integrated service, 
in favour of the simplicity of 
offloading responsibilities for ser
vice to private operators, with B.C. 
Ferry Services Inc. ultimately 
becoming the service integrator. 
This is their vision, and the Coast 
Ferry Act enables it. 

While some of you may feel that 
the B.C. Ferry and Marine Workers 
Union (BCFMWU) preaches 
gloom and doom regarding the 
potential of this act, one must ask 
oneself why this potential exists. 

Why is it that the act so clearly 
and prematurely defines the path to 
dismantling the system? The stated 
goal is complete deregulation of 
each route, once sufficient compe
tition exists. B.C. Ferry Services 
even has the right to sell our ships, 
provided they receive the expected 
rubber-stamp approval from 

Victoria. 
The writers of the act defy the 

principles that form the foundation 
of what the public feels is impor
tant, in favour of a future service 
rationale based on revenue. 

It is my opinion that this system 
is worth preserving, the public 
wants it preserved, and it is feasible 
to preserve, as it is. 

The integrated ferry system is 
elastic and can accommodate mul
tiple ship movements, breakdowns 
and staffing crises, with a mini
mum disruption to the public 
because it is whole, yet fluid. 

Ferry workers are offering their 
support and technical knowledge of 
the inner workings of the ferry sys
tem to the Islands Trust and Coastal 
Council. We wish to work together 
in a complementary fashion , to · 
address the serious concerns we all 
have about the direction that our 

ferry service is headed. 
We wish to work with the 

Islands Trust and our communities 
to find constructive solutions to the 
problems facing the system. 

Together we can ensure that the 
interests of the public are protected, 
by lobbying to repeal sections of 
the act which force the system to 
be tom apart, if someone else can 
do it more cheaply. . 

The government should repeal 
sections of the Coastal Ferry Act 
which do not reflect the public will, 
like the elimination of the principle 
of cross subsidy. 

And, above all, it should include 
a new section in the act enshrining 
the right to public advocacy input, 
beyond ferry advisory commi~s. 

The writer is a marine engineer 
who presented the above piece to 
lslaruls Trust Council Friday. 

Ahhh . The sights and 
sounds of the holiday season. 
TV, radio and newspapers 
ooze with ads reminding us 
of the true meaning of 
Christmas. Money. 

'Tis the Season to give useless stuff Christmas presents! That's not 
only galling, it's stupid. Spend 
money on a gift that may or 
not be a gift. Odds are five to 
one that you've spent your 
money to buy someone a 
worthless piece of paper! Spend, spend, spend. Buy, 

buy, buy. We're urged to 
spend money on ourselves 
and on others; decorations for 
our homes and our bodies; 
festive foods and drinks. And 
of course you recall the most 
famous con-job of all: Gifts. 

Gifts for friends and gifts 
for family; gifts for the letter
carrier and gifts for the teach
er; gifts for Dick and gifts for 
Jane; gifts for the little boy 
who lives down the lane. 

Bah Humbug! The com
mercialization of Christmas 
is so entrenched in North 
American society that the 
majority of people believe 
that's what the season is all 
about. 

Surveys show that most 
individuals spend more of 

their money 
a t 
Christmas 
than at any 
other time. 
w h y ? 
Becau se 

ISlE SAY! 
WITH JOHN POTTINGER 

we've been 
hooked. We load up on all that 
Christmas stuff - especially 
gifts -,- because we think that's 
what Christmas is about. 

Most folks mouth all the 
right words at this time of 
year: "Christmas is a time to 
be with family and friends; to 
reflect on peace and good
will." Yah right. If we really 
placed those sentiments at the 
heart of our Christmas activi
ties, we wouldn't spend atl 
that money on "stuff." 

We may indeed get together 
with our loved ones during the 
season, but what do most of us 
do when we get together? We 

exchange gifts. Lots of gifts. 
And we shouldn't even call 

them gifts . Using more 
appropriate words would 
force us· to examine our 
motives. If, instead of "gifts" 
we said we were exchanging 
tokens, or icons - or even 
logos - we might look at 
our behaviour more closely. 

The vast majority of us suc
cumbed long ago to the perva
sive seduction of the commer
cial message of Christmas. 

Christmas in North America 
is a gigantic Shop-vac, sucking 
up clumps of money from 
every comer of every house. 

Very few of us oppose or 
reject this notion of Christmas. 
If we did, we'd stop- or at 
least greatly red,uce - the 
amount of stuff we buy during 
the Christmas season. 

And much of it is useless 
stuff. The combination of use
less stuff and bad taste in 
advertising has reached an all
time low (though, given the 
level of intellect of 'so many 
consumers, I'm sure there 's 
room to plummet further). 

I have an unopened pack
age with a kid's toy in it. I 
found it in a store's toy depart
ment, hanging on a display 
rack and I had to buy it. Why? 
I figured no one would believe 
what was written on the pack
age unless they saw it for 
themselves. The package cone 
tains a miniature snowboard, 
complete with a famous brand 
name and the likeness of some 

snowboarding hero painted on 
it. Written on the package are 
these words: "Scream and 
throw a fit until your Mom 
buys it for you!" 

It's even scarier when you 
realize that's not an uncommon 
description of an American 
mother and child interacting. 

To see some incredible 
examples of bad taste in gifts 
with a religious theme, have a 
look at this website: ship-of
fools.comlkitschmas. You'll 
find gems like the "Crucifix 
Phone Cover," the "Frisbee of 
Faith;' and (my vote for tacki
est) the "Jesus Ashtray." 
Halleluiah! Even some 
Cluistian Churches have seen 
the light of commercialism 
and are following its path. 

The BC Lottery folks are 
running TV and radio ads 
telling us that we should give 
scratch-and-win tickets as 

"Sorry, mom I was hoping 
I'd bought you a house but I 
guess you got bugger all." 

If the gifts we gave at 
Christmas were truly gifts 
from the heart, we'd spend a 
lot less money and be far less 
stressed. (And the landfills 
wouldn ' t be growing as 
quickly.) 

We often worry about 
whether our gift is "right" for 
the recipient. If, instead, we 
gave a gift that meant some
thing to us, the stress would be 
completely absent. More than 
likely we'd have made, or 
grown, or baked the gift. Or
better still - it might be an 
item we've had for years, and 
we cherish it enough to pass it 
on. Now that's a gift. 
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We asked: What will you remember about Jean Chretien? 

Adam Hinds 
He was a fun puppet. 

Uncia Ritchie 
I have never been prouder of 
a Canadian prime minister 
than when he refused to go 
to war with Iraq. 

Erin Butler 
Mostly, he stayed the hell 
out of the way, which is 
what most people want in a 
leader. 

Chrissie Wolanski 
Him punching out that pro
tester - that was his reac
tion to freedom of speech. 

- Terri McEwen 
When I saw him talk on TV 
he seemed like he could 
have a heart. 

Letters to the Editor 
Own services 

Community Services on 
Salt Spring Island belong to 
this community. They are 
yours and mine. 

Right now we are at great 
risk of losing these services. 
The Campbell government is 
serious about meeting its 
financial targets . Our ser
vices might be taken away 
from us., or be contracted out 
to an agency that could pro
vide services at a lower cost. 

The people who deliver 
these services are your 
neighbours . We live and 
work here in the community 
we all love. We raise our 
families here, pay taxes and 
spend our money here all 
yearlong. 

I am one of these workers. 
My fellow workers and I 
love this community and we 
love the people we serve. We 
are the front line workers 
who provide direct care to 
the vulnerable people on this 
island. 

I am urging all citizens of 
Salt Spring to get involved, 
ask questions and take own
ership for the services on 
this island. The clock is tick
ing, my friends. 
DENISE QUARRINGTON, 
Vesuvius Bay Road 

Crofton 
comment 

As reported in last week's 
Driftwood,-NorskeCanada 
has applied to the Ministry 
of Water, Land and Air 
Protection (MWLAP) for 
permission to burn coal, cre
osoted railway ties and 
shredded tires for a 30-
month trial period in one of 
its Crofton hog fuel boilers. 

The cut-off date for public 
input is December 13. 

We need to find out more 
about the potential impact of 
this trial before it goes 
ahead. Results from earlier 
trials with coal and shredded 
tires at NorskeCanada's 
plants in Elk Falls and Port 
Alberni are controversial. 
The company maintains that 
the test results demonstrate 
that emissions are generally 
improved, whereas indepen
dent experts have described 
'the data as incomplete or 
misleading. 

At last week's local Trust 
committee meeting, the 
trustees agreed to submit a 
letter to MWLAP asking for 
an extension to the public 
input deadline, and for 
NorskeCanada to hold a well
publicized public meeting. 
But the ministry also needs to 
hear from the public. 

Please send comments 
about the NorskeCanada 
Crofton Alternative Fuels 
Trial, before December 13, 
to: 

Bernard Bintner, 
MWLAP, N anaimo office, 
fax: 250-751-3.103 ; 
bemard.bintner@ gems3.gov. 
bc.ca. 
ELIZABETH WHITE, 
Vesuvius Bay Road 

Pound foolish 
Regarding the November 

26 Ministry of 
Transportation (MOT) wish 
list article: 

Bicycle paths? Of course 
there should be bike paths! 

With the increasing num
ber of cyclists, visitors and 
locals, it is more important 
than ever to ensure safety on 
our roads. 

MOT should be looking 
ahead and building for the 
future needs of this commu
nity. It will never cost less 
than it will cost right now to 
put a bike lane with the 
proper fog lines along 
Stewart Road when the 
heavy equipment is already 
being used on the road. It is 
highly unlikely MOT would 
come back in the foreseeable 
future to rebuild the road to 
accommodate bike paths. 

"Breaking the bank" and 
"Ouch that hurt" comments 

from Mr. Webb in the article 
cannot excuse paving the 
road to a good-enough-for
now standard. We need bicy
cle lanes and this should be 
the standard when upgrading 
our roads. 

These are our tax dollars 
- and the wide-shoulders 
will protect the road from 
erosion along the edges. 

It is penny-wise and 
pound foolish to let this 
opportunity pass. 
MARGARETHA NORDINE 
and CARA JOY HUGHES, 
Salt Spring 

Stats 
I can't help but grimace 

when I see yet another 
SWOVA back-patting article 
spouting self-serving statis
tics on male violence 
towards women (December 
3 Driftwood) when in fact all 
reports for the past 20 years 
show that women are equal
ly as violent. 

No doubt these kind of 
media-generated stats help 
this group of male bashers 
bank yet !mother ton of gov
ernment funds to promote 
their ongoing propaganda 
machine. 

Any and all domestic vio
lence is unacceptable and for 
once I would like groups like 
SWOVA (and there many of 

them out there) to tell it as it 
really is. 
MIKE GLUSS, 
Salt Spring 

Don't sign 
This letter is a reply to the 

letter titled Opposed in the 
December 3 Driftwood. 

Currently the Gulf Islands 
Community Arts Council 
(GICAC) receives $3,300 
from the CRD, through 
PARC, for arts education 
spent only in schools on Salt 
Spring. This grant is 
matched by the GICAC so 
that about $6,000 is used to 
support artists chosen by 
teachers to share their arts 
and skills with Salt Spring 
students from kindergarten 
to Grade 12. Children, 
artists, teachers and parents 
have been excited and 
inspired by the performances 
and art created, including 
dance, theatre, music, pup
petry, animation, clay work, 
felt work, basketry, flower 
pounding, silk screening, 
paper making, painting and 
printing. 

The counter-petition , 
regarding a proposed CRD 
bylaw puts into place more 
direct funding for the arts to 
GICAC and ArtSpring rather 
than channelling the money 
through PARC. The bylaw is 

drafted in a similar fashion 
to other CRD funding 
bylaws. Although the maxi
mum allowable requisition 
can increase over time as 
population and . assessed 
property values increase, 
there is still a control on the 
funds. Both organizations 
must apply each year to the 
CRD director for the amount 
of money they would like to 
"draw down." · 

In the _past, other groups 
have not drawn down the full 
amount available. . 
. The counter-petition pro
cess is a legitimate first step 
in a process, used because it 

- is a far less expensive alter
native than a full referen
dum. It is an open democrat
ic process, advertised in the 
Driftwood and with forms 
readily available at the CRD 
offices m Ganges and 
Victoria. 

The arts on Salt Spring are 
an important and integral 
part of our vibrant communi
ty. I urge you to show your 
support for the arts on Salt 
Spring and particularly your 
support for arts education for 
our children. Please do not 
sign the counter-petition. 
LORNA CAMMAERT, 
GICAC chair 

MORE LETIERS A10 

Sablefin image could use a bit of lipstick 
In his more colourful 

moments, my father always 
marches out the following 
truism: "Son, you can slide 
farther on bullshit than you 
can on salt." 

Gidon Minkoff and the 
rest of the principal players 
in the Sablefin Hatcheries 
saga would be well advised 
to cut that out and stick it 
to their Frigidaire , and 
repeat it, mantra-like, ' three 
times before breakfast. 

In the p·ast year, 
Sablefin has managed to 
annoy just about everyone 
on Salt Spring. The anti
fish farming lobby views 
'this new technology as a 
threat to their livelihood, 
fearing great quantities of 
sablefish (also known as 
black cod) will saturate 
the market, bringing down 
the current world price of 

around 
$3 per 
pound 
down 
to who 
knows 
where. 

PERSONALLY 
SPEAKING 

BY PETER VINCENT 

Environmentalists see 
the whole operation as · a 
death knell to the tombolo 
that connects the finger of 
rock and scrub pines to the 
rest of Salt Spring, and the 
20-year lease pretty much 
shelves any plans to pur
chase the hook for what 
would amount to a phe
nomenal park. 

First Nations protection 
groups have been forced to 
relocate buried ancestors 
that have been unearthed as 
the project advances, since 
the provincial government 
approved Sablefin 
Hatcheries to go right 

ahead on this registered 
archeological site. 

And huge numbers of just 
plain folks, from Maricaibo 
to Maliview, are upset for a 
whole litany of reasons, 
from the ethics of fish farm
ing to the decided lack of 
aesthetic planning that has 
gone into this project. 

The Sablefin hatchery 
boys have brought most of 
this bad blood on all by 
th~.<mselves by not letting 
anyone onto the property 
for a little look. Dr. 
Minkoff claims to be the 
only one to have raised 
?lack cod in captivity to 

commercially viable levels. 
He has the secret, and he 
doesn't want anyone else to 
know . . . proprietary 
knowledge. 

And so no one gets to go 
in. Commercial spies and 
saboteurs are everywhere 
you know. Of course, all this 
cloak and dagger stuff 
breed§ suspicion and distnJst 
amongst us local hayseeds. 

Given the animosity of 
the anti fish-farming 
groups, it is partially under
standable why Minkoff 
doesn ' t want a lot ,of 
"guests ." Why provide 
them with an opportunity 
to find additional public 
battle lines? Maybe they 
will find a spotted owl or a 
little newt under a leaf and 
start an entirely new skir
mish. Why invite the 
enemy into your bed? 

But how about that curb
side appeal? The site looks 
like the Korean demilita
rized zone. The entrance, or 
"checkpoint Charlie," con
sists of metal gates topped 
with barbed wire, secured 
by giant padlocks and a 
hand-painted "Hardhat" 
sign. There are four 20-
foot-high dirt berms appar
ently built to block out 
industrial spies armed with 
Nikons. With the addition 
of a couple of gun towers 
and a pack of gnashing 
Rottweilers, the Gulag 
decor would be complete. 

So here 's the deal. 
Without getting into the 
pros and cons of fish farm
ing and digging up old 
Indian graves , Sablefin 
needs to spend a little time 
and money on local public 
relations. Let some of us in. 

Personally, I don't care 
how much water goes 
through the tanks, at what 
temperature and speed, or 
how many nitrogen pellets 
go into 10 pounds of fish 
food ... I'm just curious. 
What's going on? Hire a 
suit with a clipboard to 
walk us through. Handpick 
a dozen locals from all 
sides of the fence and open 
the doors. And spend a 
couple of bucks on the· 
entrance. Plant a few trees, 
some bamboo, get some 
grass going on the giant 
berms. Replace the stalag 
entrance with some brick 
work and wrought iron. 

Put some lipstick on that 
pig and see who will buy it. 
Make it look like you give 
a damn. You may be sur
prised at the reception. 

pvincent@ saltspring. com 
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More letters 
Feathered 
nests 

To better appreciate the 
financial incentives under
lying vacation rentals, I did 
some research on the inter
net. 

Looking at 50+ rentals, 
taken in order as found on 
the net, two facts stood out. 
First, rents ranged from 
$800 to $4,000 a week for 
an average of $1,600 per 
week. Second, all were 
apparently available at ~my 

time, meaning the owners 
had another domicile to 
which to vacate should a 
client call. 

The sum of $1,600 is 
roughly the monthly pay
ment on a $250,000 mort
gage. A vacation rental unit 
in this situation would pay 
its mortgage in 12 weeks 
i.e. over the summer. 

Rentals during the shoul
der seasons and selected 
hoildays would be just 
gravy. If the vacation rental 
is a second or investment 
property, the interest is tax 
deductible to boot. 

Considering that most 
people work from 9 to 5 to 
pay their mortgage, if they 
can get one , a vacation 
rental is obviously a sweet 
deal for those with the 
income, the equity and the 
ability to move out when 
clients call. 

Properties on Salt Spring 
that have been in the "fami
ly" for years can be mort
gaged to buy other property 
here or elsewhere. Because 

the rents are so lucrative, 
one vacation rental can be 
leveraged to buy another as 
some owners have discov
ered. Need I say that long
term rentals are not nearly 
so seductive a proposition. 

The claim that vacation 
rentals are "mortgage 
helpers" that have no effect 
on house prices deserves a 
second look. 

"Mortgage helper" 
sounds so innocuous, con
juring up an image of the 
poor fisherman's widow 
with infant at breast taking 
in boarders to retain her 
modest but ever-so-dear 
home. 

However, as used by 
ASTAR, the vacation rental 
lobby group, "mortage 
helper" is no more than an 
attempt to disguise what is 
attractively profitable. 

Prices depend on supply 
and demand . Houses that 
pay for themselves will 
obviously increase demand. 
At the same time, they 
decrease the housing supply 
because they are being used 
by transients. Prices will go 
up , inevitably squeezing 
those who simply want a 
home. · 

ASTAR claims 70 per 
cent of vacation rentals are 
island owned. 

This cannot be verified, 
because ASTAR conceals 
its membership, but even if 
true, it does not tell us how 
many -are, in fact , second 
properties. ASTAR admits 
its members are often "in 
transition" to Salt Spring 
and owning two properties 
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makes the move so much 
more pleasant. 

Most people simply want 
a place to live. ASTAR is 
asking us to feel sorry for a 
select few who are willing 
to act illegally to feather 
their nests . 

In a recent article, The 
Economist magazine point
ed out that low interest 
rates have led to much 
speculation, particularly in 
"buying to let." 

Vacation rentals are a 
good deal for a few people 
but force up taxes for other 
owners and price the less 
well-off out of the market. 
Maintain the current bylaw 
prohibiting vacation rental 
use. 
CHARlES BRETH, 
Harbourside Place 

Godsend 
What's the world coming 

to? That's the very same 
question I asked myself, but 
for the opposite reason, after 
reading the. Rants and Roses 
column last week regarding 
our Lady Minto Hospital 

.. Thrift Shop's prices . . 
· As a long-time customer, 

I feel our LMH Thrift Shop 
is nothing short of amazing, 
and I can ' t believe that 
someone would give them 
heck over their prices, 
which are still probably the 
lowest thrift store prices in 
all of B.C. 

Keep in mirid that the 
LMH Thrift Shop's main 
mandate is to raise funds 
for our hospital. I happen to 
be on a very low fixed 
income. Speaking for 

ANGE:L OF HAPPINESS 

Dancing through _life with laughter 

ANGE:L OF THE: GARDE:N 

l3ring forth a ga rden of 

love and beaut~ 

20°/o for Christmas giving 
off our entire stock 
Dec 10-14 

myseu? _i~ is not their One-sided 
responsibility to clothe me 
for next to nothing, and yet 
they do. 

Where else would I find 
racks jammed with clothing 
at prices of $1.50 for shirts, 
pants, skirts; winter coats 
for $5; children ' s clothing 
at 50 cents and find an 
Oprahj s Book Club paper
back , for 50 cents that 
would set me back $2.0 plus 
tax to purchase new! Not to 
mention the regular $3 bag 
sales. · 

I feel very strongly that if 
the LMH Thrift Shop can 
ask and get $40 for an item, 
all the more power to them! 
There is something there for 
everyone and every budget. 

I have accepted the fact 
that being low income , and 
dressing in Gap and Gucci 
don't go hand in hand and I 
am so grateful to have 
somewhere to shop for the 
basic $5 items I really need. 

So what if I never have a 
designer wardrobe and 
home furnishings? With a 
little creativity and the 
many inexpensive items I 

I lodge the strongest of 
protests against the gender 
profiling in Lorna 
Cammaert and SWOVA's 
December 3 article head
lined "Violence vigil set for 
Saturday." 

The story singles out ·one 
and only one identifiable 
group - males - for 
blame and shaming in 
SWOVA'S one-sided cam
paign against societal vio
lence. 

It further promotes an 
easy attitude that it would 
be only normal and under
standable to respond with 
rage and violence towards 
males. 

It 's absolutely unaccept
able to target men with hate 
crimes, and that the 
Driftwood, which would 
normally reject articles 
trashing identifiable groups 
such as homosexuals , peo
ples of colour or religions 
etc., feels comfortable pub
lishing this type of ideritifi
able group vilification is a 
sad departure from journal

can afford at the Thrift Men and women of good 
Shop, I can dress sharply h t d 'th t 1 

istic integrity. 

and feel proud of my ear an WI rna ure ' an-
d h ·· .. ~ guage need to speak up for 

appearance an my orne. ·a . sensible approach 
I cannot stress enough . . . 

h . t t f d ' f addressmg all vwlence by ow Impor an un mg or . . . . both sexes m society. 
our hospital Is. . TOM VIKANDER, 

We_ all_need to thmk_of Ganges 
the big picture and realize • 
what it means_ for us to have Working 
our own hospital and the h d 
funding provided from the a r 
LMH Thrift Shop. The board of the Salt 

One day it might be your Spring Skatepark Society 
turn to need and benefit would like to thank Bill 
from the extra bed , the Henderson , Kathleen 
blanket warmer and the Horsdal, Stringband and the 
operating equipment. Salt Spring Folk Club 

Having to go off-island board for inviting us to 
for treatment for ourselves solicit their audience for 
and our loved ones would money to help re-build the 
soon amount to a small for- ramps that were recently 
tune in ferry, ga s and destroyed by arson. 
accommodation expenses. We heard some great 

There's no worse feeling music and we met a lot of 
than being_ sick and far wonderful and sympathetic 
away from home. people at the November 24 

Hats off to our Lady event. 
Minto Hospital Thrift Shop Donations ·to the tune of 
and volunteers for all that $350 were made! This 
you do and provide. You are money will go a long way 
truly a community-minded to restoring the damaged 
godsend! apparatus . Thank you to 
BARBARA TURNER, everyone who contributed 
Salt Spring with funds or spirit towards 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

supporting a terrific group 
of young community mem
bers, who are working hard 
on something that is very 
important to them. 
BRUCE RUDDEll, for 
Salt Spring Skatepark 
Society 

Crisis help 
During the coming fes

tive season, the reality for 
some people is that 
Christmas is not a joyous 
occasion. 

For many, the pressures 
to have a "happy holiday" 
magnify feelings of loneli
ness and/or depressions. 

The NEED crisis and 
Information Line is a good 
place to talk about these 
challenges. We also have a 
list of the resources avail
able to get tangible help at 
this time of the year. 

For emotional support, 
crisis intervention and com
munity resources , people 
can call 386-6323, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. 

The youth line is avail
able from 4 to 10 p .m . 
every day. 1 

PAM PREWETT, 
Manager'·ot Volunteer 
Services, NEED Crisis 
and Information Line 

Exporting 
For your readers' infor

mation , whenever the 
provincial Liberals priva
tize a function that was pre
viously operated by the 
government, like the B.C. 
Ferries, the Jederal tax poli
cy comes into effect. 

Using the ferry service as 
an example, there is now 
GST and excise tax pay
ments to be paid by the new 
private corporation. These 
tax payments must amount 
to a few million dollars 
each year. 

Those who support the 
direction the government is 
taking will have no problem 
with the money leaving 
B.C. , but I for one am not 
happy about the exporting 
of these dollars to Ottawa. 

No wonder Paul Martin 
has fallen in love with 
B.C. 
BOB RITCHIE, 
Qualicum Beach 

who will bring gifts & greetings 
along with helpful information 

about your new community 

537-5071 

'W~~COME • 
. ·~AGON 

SINCE 193 0 
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THE FINEST BELGIAN CHOCOLATE 

~UN<S 

A $35 purchase of cosmetics or fragr~nces 
and you receive either a salad server 
set or a cake serving set. 

DOWNTOWN UPTOWN 
537-5534 538-0323 

104 Lower Ganges Rd. 372 Lower Ganges Rd. 

OPEN MON.-SAT, 9-6 I SUN & HOLIDAY MON. 11-5 

Shop at any of the participating 
businesses in the 

Driftwood Gift Guide and 
fill out a ballot to win! 

The draw will be made Tuesday 
December 23rd after 1 pm. 

Ballots are available at all 
Holiday Gift Guide Businesses. 

Please, one ballot, per person, per visit. 
Employees of the participating stores and 
Driftwood not eligible to win. 

Assorted 
Party frays 
$1.50-$2.50 

-· . 
ChristtMas 
Wrappit1g 

Paper 
Jutttbo t.f' 

Roll 
$3.00/roll 

ChristtMas 
Crackers 

Peluxe Pesigt1s 
6 pk. $5.001 pkg 

·An Joxed 
ChristtMas Cards 

~4-.00/box 



eas 
at 

~ahitn~'s ~ookslfop 
Fine old and 

nearly-new books 

Grace Pt. Square 
538-0025 

.. Where your Christmas dollar goes further, 

.~ Jtflnfu£rs & ~in£ 
/, , Don't forget to book your 

·stmas Arrangements 
EARLY! -

a nay 
Bac ' 

Every Song Tells A Story 
on DVD & CD 

A great Salt Spring Gift! 

SALTSP lNG 
mUSIC om OPEN 24n 

www.saltspringmusic.com 

Introduce music into your· life 
... Elevate the body & the soul! 

I 

/ . -



S.S.I. GOLF CLUB SALE ENDS 
DEC.24/03 

FREE CHRISTMAS GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE OVER $50.00 

Christmas 
Sa{e 

MANY IN-STORE SPECIALS AS WELL/ 

Hours: 9am- 5pm, 7 days a week I 537-2121 
Season's Greetings 

from staJf & members of SS Golf & Country Club 

GIFT IDEAS YULE LOVE! 
LIGHTHOUSES CANADIAN ICOM FOR 
Collect all12 CHRISTMAS 
only $49.95 ea .---------. 

each comes with 
a certificate of 

authenticity 

BC MINIATURE 
LIGHTHOUSES 

starting at 
$289.95 

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT 122 Upper Ga.nges Rd. at the head of Ganges Harbour S37 4202 Mon. • Fr1. 8:30am· 5pml Sat. 8:30am ·1 pm • 

The Local -
Licensed Liquor Store 

Chriatmaa Gift Ideas 

on the water at G ne 
open 7 days a week 11 am-11 pm 

'fHE fEsrtVE SEAS-ON IS A ffME Of 
BEAUTY. Br<fGHf LIGHfS AND SONG. 
A ffME iO CELEB~ A IE 'fHE JOY Of 

LifE. LOVE & fr<!ENOSHIP! 

.JI~~-~~ WHY NOf CHOOSE A Glff fi?OM fHE MANY fre'EASWES 
Af ISLAND ESCAPADES "UNUMifEO" 

· Holiday Specials: 

25% off all M!STY MTN. Jackets-
Salt Spring Island's Waterproof shells, Fleece-lined & 

Outdoor &ear. Sportswear Cvclinn J'ackets too! . 
and Adventure Co. ' ·":I 

$ Girl . ~~ 15% off Hoodies, FOX, DAKINE, ~A .. 
CEI?flfiCA'fES fl. 10% off Carabeener Insulated 

& KAYAK IOUI?S all Water Bottles & Candle Lnn-r·prn<: 

163 Fulford Ganges Rd. (across from Radio Shack) Sale ends 

537·2553 www.islandescapades.com Dec. 17th 

Deluxe 
Bath Linen · 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 8:30-5:30 
SHOP SUNDAYS 9:00-5:30 

537-5551 
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Perfect timing for Christmas 

from $28.99 
• traditional fruit 

• time for rea 
Naturally Delicious 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

for Christmas 
DVD Digital Theatre _ 
, System $499.99 

Plrlli 
Micro Component 
System $199.99 

.. 

Panasonic. 
Our Latest Audio 

Component Package 
$349.99 

Plrl3 
ompact Component 
System $329.99 

FREE DELIVERY AND SET UP 

RadioShack® Mon.- sat. 10-s:ao pm 

-~-. >-;;; - ,,1,62 :EU LFOR ti~,GANG ES-;ROAD·;·~£537: ~4522;:;~ 
~ - ... --~~"1{?~ '-. • ~" •• • ~ •• ~ • •.,." ... :: '"X"'"".Ai:l'f ~~·'"f':i.-.-,.,..,,j.-:5 "..!;."~~ ... ·~. :.:"~A~M!tb'~~·"II:~'~~~\%'~··<..-;G'~~ 

Fresh is what we're famous forr 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD OPINION WEDNESDAY, DECEMBERJ O, 2003 .o.A15 

Name: NOEL HANCOCK 
537/538/653: 514 (cell) 
Occupation(s): Former 
architect. 
Hobbies: Thinking, 
design, c9ndles. 
Home finished/unfin
ished: Typica l cabin. 
Favourite people: Tala 
and Myf (son and daugh
ter). 
Favourite read: Jose 

-Saramago "The Cave. " 
Best thing about 551: 
Arriving and being 
allowed to stay. 
Worst thing about 551: 

D ERRI CK'S 

The difficu lty of leaving. 
Best place to kiss on 
551?:1t hasn't happened 
yet but next year is leap 
year - so ... . 

ISLAND PICS 

RAN 
· Rants to the person who 

screams dowh Booth Canal 
· in his f?oat twice daiJy_ at ~ 
'high 'tide. Doesn' t he realize 
that the some of the wild
fowl here are endangered? 
We have-been privileged this 
year to have a mating pair of 
trumpeter swans staying 
with us and going house-to
hou se for free handouts . 
Since his last escapade, we 
haven' t seen them for three 
days . Smarten up ... have 
some respect for this fragile 
eco-system before it 's too 
late. 

Rants to the individuals 
who stole our green 
Coleman canoe off our 
property. Being new to the 
island we were under the 
impression that this is a 
more secure place to live 
than the city. We.lmow bet
ter now, and will make sure 
everything is safely locked 
up. 

A big bouquet of roses to 
the Salt Spring Island Lions 
Club for its generous dona
tion of gift certificates to the 
food bank. 

A belated bouquet of tan- · 
gerine and lemon-scented 
roses and a goldfish bowl 
with three -fish for Kathy 
Page' s hard work as last 

year's Ssplash president. little gift of goodies for 
everyone. 

Roses to Dawn Luk~r. and 
her ~arvellous staff: ·
Kirsten, Carolyn, Maddie 
and Sue, who gave us all 
such wonderful service for 
so many years. Et cetera was 

I have lots of roses to 
give: to Drs. Reznick, 
Crossland and MacPhail and 
the nurses at Lady Minto 
(especially Carol Diotch); 
Dr. Milton and everyone at 
the vet clinic ; my dear 
friends for their support; the 
ladies at the Ganges Village 
Market post office; my 
neighbours; last but not 
least, my wonderful family. 
God bless you all. JJ. 

a vibrant hub in our active 
community. We miss you 
already. Spindrift at Welbury 
Point. 

Roses to the Hydro crew 
for doing such a fantastic job 
of decorating their building. 
What a fabulous display. 
Thanks, guys! TL 

Roses to the two Thrifty 
Foods employees who were 
so concerned when my hus
band disappeared from the 
car. JA. 

Roses to all the volunteers 
who p ut on the recent 
GLOSS! dance. It was very 
well organized, a great 
venue, great music and great 
to see so many of our 
friends. (Looked like great 
munchies, too, but we didn't 
indulge!) I hope this 
becomes an annual, if not a 
bi-annual event. JE 

Hundreds of roses to the 
many, many pcuple in the 
Lions· who made such a suc
cess of the Christmas dinner 
,for singles. It was not only a 
wonderful dinner, but there 
was the raffle of the lovely 
centerpieces, and the fantas
tic poem by Susan Lundy. 
Then Santa came in with a 

Thanks, Claudia, for redi
recting clients after Telus 
changed my phone number 
without telling me. Garden 
Wizardry. 

Roses to the person who 
found my wallet and left it 
and the credit cards on a 
post for me to see. I hope 
you enjoy spending the $80 
cash - a nice Christmas 
present! PD 

No amount of roses could 
possibly express just how 
thankful and appreciative I 

. am for the love and support I 
have been shown since my 
injury in March - to every
one at West of the Moon, 
especially Mark and Carin 
Perrins, David, Janthra and 
Nicky Beneteau , Lee and 
Mary Ann McColl, the 
women's soccer team, the 
Moby's gang, all of my dear 
friends and this amazing 
community as a whole. I am 
so grateful. Sue. 

.~ 

•• 
'i!~ by P/>e?WtJI 

Princeee Package - deluxe manicure & pedicure, 
eoothing 2 hour t reatment $60 

Complete with Princess Bell! 

Gift Certificates available at the 
TreeHouse Cafe Ganges. Mon. - Fri. or call Penny 538-0307 

More letters 
Trusting 

In watching unfolding 
events regarding the B.C. 
Ferries strike, I have been 
struck by how little cover
age the individual worker's 
standpoint is getting. 

Every major article has 
comments from passengers 
and the CEO, David Hahn, 
but often no comments from 
the union or the workers. Is 
it so difficult to find just one 
B.C. Ferries worker and ask 
them what they think? 

Is the media followi ng 
along with the negative spin 
that B.C. Ferries Services is 
attempting? Firstly in a poll 
they asked the public if they 
agreed with many contract 
points, including the over
time issue, with a simple 
choice of yes or no. Never 
before has the general pub
lic been asked its opinion of 
the B .C. Ferries' union 
agreement. 

The average person in 
B.C. knows little or nothing 
about the details of this 
labour contract to have a 

www.meritfurnitureduncan.com 

FURNITURE 
APPLIANCES 
MATTRESSES. 

clear opinion, so it is diffi
cult to believe B.C. Ferries 
management when they then 
referred to the poll as a mea

. sure of public support 
regarding wage reductions 
and the like. 

And secondly, Hahn broke 
the media black-out agreed 
upon by the union and fer
ries, before negotiations had 
even begun, to tell us all 
about the management's side 
of the coin. If he has nothing 
to sell, why has he tried for 
fust knock at the door? 

I have heard many other 
negative comments from 
Hahn, including his most 
recent quote regarding the 
union's commitment to full 
service on all routes from 
December 19-29: "I don't 
know if we can trust them." 

But we do trust them? 

Every day we trust the ferry 
workers in B.C. with our lives 
when we go on board. As a 
Salt Spring Island resident, I 
know that in the case of a fire, 
a gasoline spill or a dead bat
tery, that there is someone 
there to help me. And I know 
that I want that person to have 
the training and experience to 
help me. I doubt they will 
want to for less than a decent 
wage, especially as it takes 
eight to 10 years of being on 
call every day year-round to 
get a regular position on the 
ferries. 

However, Hahn himself 
has been out inspecting the 
fleet. So having tieen on 
board, he obviously trusts 
the union, .at least with his 
life. 
TINA KEMPLING, 
Salt Spring 

Onl' 2 weeks 
to go! 
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State of denial shaken by NorskeCanada open house 
By MICHAEL ABLE MAN 

Years ago, while 
researching our move to 
Salt Spring, we queried a 
number of people on the 
island about emissions 
from the Crofton mill. 

The response was com
monly "you should have 
seen it 10 years ago" or 
"they 've really cleaned up 
their act" or "it 's one of the 
cleanest pulp mills 
around." 
. In fact, few people could 

tell me what the mill was 
putting out, and most folks 
preferred to believe .that 
they were somehow not 
affected by it. 

After moving here we 
created our own form of 
denial, imagining Stuart 
Channel as some sort of 
ocean barrier keeping us 
safe and separate from the 
mill. 

Last week I attended the 
open house in Crofton 

l v i\NAUA uH. 'M' OR 'A' BEEF 
Beef Rib 
Grilling Steak 14.57kg 

LILYDALE 2 IN BAG 1 48 
Frying Chicken 3.26kg 1 1 

MITCHELL GOURMET SMOKED BONELESS 3 62 
Ham or Black Forest 7.9sk9 1 . 1 

IN 
DEPTH 

sponsored by the N orske 
corporation to sell us on 
the idea of converting to 
what they call "alternative" 
fuels for use in their boil
ers. 

It was a well-orchestrat
ed event with cookies and 
quiches and little triangular 
sandwiches presented on 
doilies, slick .colour dis
plays describing the stellar 
social, environmental and 
community record of the 
mill, and a full set of pan
els explaining all of the 
benefits that burning tires, 
railroad ties and coal will 
bring us. 

When we began asking 
questions, however, the 
colour pictures and fairy
tale story began to unravel. 

We discovered that while 

this is being sold to us as 
some sort of environmental 
decision, the fuel conver
sion proposal is all about 
money - $3 million dol
lars in fuel savings per year 
- and, as some believe, 
the first step towards the 
construction of a power 
substation at the mill. 

We discovered that there 
is no appropriate format for 
public input on this issue, 
that the time frame for pub
lic input was already 
almost over, and that there 
is no government regula
tion, only guidelines, with 
little government money or 
staff available for monitor
ing or o,versight. 

After the meeting, sever
al of us began the rather 
awkward process of 
researching something we 
knew nothing about. 

There is plenty of anec
dotal evidence from resi
dents of Crofton and 

See Annie our Deli Manager 
··for all your 

Holiday 
Entertainment 

Platters 

2.181b 
CENTRE CUT 

Pork 
Loin Chops s.s7!11g 

BONELESS CENTRE CUT PORK 

Loin Chops 
or Butterfly a.n kg 

CENTRE CUT 

Pork Loin Roast a.s5!11g 

2.98 

FRESH 3 98 
Pork Spareribs a.n111g • 

+dep 

beyond; of kids on the 
playing fields at Crofton 
schools regularly experi
encing acute respiratory 
distress, of high cancer 
rates in the region, of dirty 
tactics on the part of the 
mill in timing more toxic 
releases at nighttime and 
on weekends, but without 
well-researched, scientific 
data I began to feel a bit 
unsure and somewhat hys
terical. 

So when an official from 
the ministry that oversees 
the mill privately told me 
that "there are catastrophic 
problems" with it , I was 
concerned. 

When we discovered an 
independent air quality 
study revealing that 
Crofton regularly exceeds 
acceptable emission limits, 
I was worried. 

When the November 27 
national report showed that 
the N orske corporation 
operates three of the top 1 0 
highest polluting facilities 
in the entire country, and 
that pulp and paper mills 
are the worst polluters of 
dioxins and furans , I got 
angry. . 

I came home witn some 
souvenirs from my trip to 
the Norske open house. 
Along with the sandwiches 
and drinks, company staff 
were giving out three-ring 
binders chock full of 
"data," and tables were 
laden with colour 
brochures describing the 
pulp and paper process. 

My favourite item from 
my trip to Crofton was a 
four-colour booklet titled 
NorskeCanada 2003 
Accountability Reports, 
written for the company's 
shareholders. 

On the cover is a beauti
ful scene, photographed in 
golden evening light, of a 
young blond girl dancing in 
a pristine field of waist
high grass. Beneath her are 
the words "what's right." 

Inside the cover, CEO 
Russel Homer presents his 

ideas of "what's right" with 
a portrait of the company 
that uses words like hon
esty, leadership , values , 
principles and responsibili
ty sprinkled liberally 
throughout every para
graph. 

There was no question 
mark after the words 
"what's right" on the cover 
of that report, but I would 
like to add one, and offer 
Nors'ke some of my own 
thoughts and answers. 

"What's right" is that in 
Norway, the country your 
company originated from, 
your Canadian facilities as 
they are currently operated 
would never be able to 
open their doors due to 
strict health and environ
mental regulations. 

"What's right" is that this 
is not, as one of your com
pany staff presented it , 
about making a choice 
between jobs and human or 
environmental health - no 
one should ever be asked to 
make that choice. 

"What's right" is that 
dioxins and furans and the 
long list of other dangerous 
substances being emitted 
by your facilities should 
never be produced in the 
first place, let alone spewed 
into the air that our chil
dren breathe. 

"What's right" is that it 
is the birthright of every 
living thing to have access 
to good food , pure water 
and clean air. 

The week and a half 
since my "awakening" has 
been difficult, not just 
because of what I learned 
about the mill, but because 
I realized that our govern
ment is somewhat complic
it in their activities and that 
to forge a change we can 
only rely on the organized 
actions of folks like you 
and me. 

I also realized how 
much work we have to do 
to clean up our own act, at 
least those of us who bum 
wood for heat, drive auto-

mobiles, read newspapers 
and use paper. ' 

But what I realized is our 
biggest obstacle is our col
lective denial in the face of 
w~at appears to be over
whelming odds. 

For the moment I have 
been shaken out of that 
denial to help mobilize 
what must become a monu
mental action involving 
everyone who drinks water 
and breathes air. I believe 
that includes all of us . 

As I looked again at the 
beautiful little girl dancing 
blissfully in the field on the 
cover of the Norske report, 
I thought about my own 
two boys, 22 years old and 
two years old. 

We try to make healthy 
choices for them by grow
ing our own food, filtering 
our drinking water, guiding 
and guarding them in any 
way that we can. 

But there is no choice 
when it comes to the air 
that we breathe. 

At the moment that 
choice is being made for 
us, by others, somewhere 
else, whose priorities are 
often not life, but profit. 

It is time to reclaim those 
choices and return them to 
their rightful place; to our 
families and our neighbour
hoods and to the communi
ties in which we live. , 

To get involved: michae
labl@ aol.com or 
elizwhite@saltspring.com 
537-2616 or write or call 
Bernard Bintner at the 
Ministry of Water, Land , 
and Air Protection (250) 
751-3125 , Bernard.bint
ner@ gems3 .gov.bc.ca aqd 
request a response. · 

Mi chae l Ableman is a · 
Salt Spring farmer, educa
tor, author and founder and 
executive dire ctor of the 
Center for Urban 
A g ri culture at Fairvi ew 
Gardens, based on one of 
the oldest organic farms in 
California. 

e Loca 

LIQUOR STORE 
537-WINE (9463) 
9 am- 11 pm 7 days/wk 

LOl5 OF 
PARKING 
ElfHER SIDE! 

11 am- 11 pm 
7 days/wk 
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Tax equity frustration continues 
By ERIC BOOTH 
Islands Trustee 

The outgoing executive 
director of the Islands 
Trust, Gordon Mcintosh, 
finished his last day on the 
job Friday at Trust Council. 

When he spoke to coun
cil two days earlier, his 
remarks left little doubt as 
to the fate of the long-antic
ipated Islands Trust gover
nance renewal proposal. 

"Trust governance 
renewal is all but dead ," 
said Mcintosh, who, for the · 
past 12 years, has headed 
up the Islands Trust in 
Victoria. 

Over the past year, the 
Trust has been looking at 
local government options. 
Now, having examined the 
allowed possibilities, 
Mcintosh intimated that if a 
community like Salt 
Spring, having exhausted 
all other avenues, feels the 
need or wants the harmony 
of combined services, nec
essary for good future plan
ning, and the tools to 
proactively plan, it should 
become a municipality. 

With regard to the con
cept of "community com
missions," one of the other 
government options consid
ered, Mcintosh said, "The 
concept . of community 
commissions is fraught 
with danger and violates 
fundamental democratic 
principles." 

The final blow for Trust 
governance renewal, how
ever, was council's decision 
on Thursday to axe the tax 
equity/fairness proposal. 
The proposal would have 
seen over $460,000 in "dis
cretionary spending" allot
ted to Salt Spring. Although 
it was a watered down ver
sion of my proposal in 
March, I was prepared, as a 
compromise, to support it. 

Pron-ouncements were 
made around the table that 
tax equity threatened the 
"destruction" of the very 
nature of the federation of 

"TRUSTEE 
REPORT 
the Trust. I pointed out that 
in any other existing feder
ation on the planet, there 
was at least taxation with 
representation and that the 
weighted voting system (I 
had also proposed last 
March) bad been rejected 
out of hand. Having obvi
ously not moved council an 
inch, a new motion was 
then introduced that effec
tively killed the tax equity 
proposal. It passed 23 to 
two, the two being 
Kimberly and myself. 

The proceedings remind
ed me of B.C. trying to get 
a fair shake from Ottawa: 
Following the decision, I 
felt I could no longer be 
part of the charade, and 
could no longer in good 
conscience sit at the Trust 
Council table. I packed up 
my briefcase and left in 
quiet protest. 

For the last year I have 
heard loud ·protests around 
the council table that any 

· change to the current tax 
levies amount to an attack 
against the Trust itself. And 
yet, such emotionally 
charged accusations fail to 
meet any logical or critical 
analysis. 

Bottom line? Tax equity 
would mean a tax increase, 
on some of the islands, 
ranging from less than one 
per cent to four per cent of 
overall annual taxes. That's 
right -just one to four per 
cent. 

Instead, Salt Spring con" 
tinues to overpay or subsi
dize over $600,000 per 
year. The tax equity pro
posal that was killed would 
have seen Salt Spring's 
annual contribution to the 
operation of the Trust man
date itself at 60 ver cerit 
more than the amount dedi
cated in our 2002 taxes. 
And yet, that evidently was 

not even enough for coun
cil. 

Given these fig ure s, to 
suggest that the continued 
existence of the Trust 
depends upon Salt Spring 
continuing to pay more 
than its fair share is self
serving, misleading and, 
frankly, ludicrous. In fact, 
Salt Spring taxpayers are 
subsidizing development on 
other islands. 

It was brought out during 
discu ssion that the Trust 
currently runs an estimated 
deficit in cost recovery 
from development (rezon
ings, subdivisions, develop
ment permits, etc.) to the 
tune of about $850,000 per 
year. Where does · the 
majority of the tax revenue 
come from to offset that 
deficit? Your pockets. 

It's taken me nearly a 
year to better understand 
the operation of the Trust 
and, while I may be a slow 
learner, I am appalled at the 
lack of accountability and 
creativity displayed by the 
members of previous Trust 
councils. Why has such a 

_ deficit approach to develop
ment been allowed to con
tinue? Why has neither the 
council, nor staff, pointed it 
out, discussed it and set 
about a plan to correct it? 

The only reasonable 
explanation is that as long 
as Salt Spring keeps pick
ing up the lion 's share of 
development costs for other 
communities, why worry? 
Keep the Trust annual bud-

l .. y 

get increases below five per 
cent and no one will com
plain. Run a zero increase 
budget in an election year 
and, hey, everyone gets re
elected (almost). 

No other Islands Trust 
community faces the vol
ume or breadth of chal
lenges we do. We paid $1.3 
million this year and we 
will pay more in 2004. I 
have never asked for Salt 
Spring to pay anything 
other than its fair share. It 
is unfortunate that the sense 
of fairness is not shared by 
other members of this "fed
eration." 

At the end of the day, the 
only substantial part of 
Trust governance renewal 
that council -could actually · 
have effected was discard
ed. 

As I feel I have been left 
no other choice, I will not 
be attending any further 
Trust Council . meetings 
until such time as tax equi
ty is accepted. I will be for
warding a request to coun
cil to have the amount allo
cated to me, for expenses 
for future councils (food, 
hotel, travel, etc.), redirect
ed to our local Trust com
mittee budget, where it will 
actually do Salt Spring 
some good. 

In the meantime, J will 
continue to work in the best 
interests of my community 
and focus my attention to 
resolving the numerous 
local issues we face. 

PAUL B. JOYCE 
Barrister & Solicitor 

•REAL ESTATE & MORTGAGES• 

•ICBC & PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS• 

•WILLS & ESTATES • OTHER LEGAL SERVICES• . 

265 Don Ore Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2H5 

Tel: 537-4413 · . Fax: 537-5120 

EXTENDED SHOPPING "HOURS 
AT THE DUNCAN MALL 

MON-FRI 

SAT 

9:00AM 
9:30AM 

9:00PM 
5:30PM 

11 :00AM- 5:00PM 

TIL CHRISTMAS 

PICTURES WITH SANTA 
DEC 11 11AM-1PM I 5rM-7PM 
DEC 12 11 AM-hM I 5rM-7PM 
DEC 13 11AM-5PM 
DEC 14 12NOON•4:30rM 
DEC 15 11 AM-1 PM I 3rM-5rM 
DEC 16 11AM-2rM I 5rM-7rM 
DEC 17 11 AM-3rM I 4rM-7 PM 

,.., 
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FAST CAT SELLS FAIRIES: Salt Spring artisan 
Kay Catlin hangs out with two of her "B.C. Fairies" 
as she sells her wares at the annual Fulford Hall 
Christmas Craft Fa ire. PhotobyDerr;cuundy 
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Latest CBC news too late for fools 
There are more things in 

heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in 

your philosophy. 
Hamlet, Act 1, Scene 5 

Shakespeare got that 
right. Every passing day of 
life 's cavalcade brings 
weirdness undreamed of to 
the eyes and ears of this bit 
player. Why, just last week I 
read in the paper that the 
Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation, my old Alma 
Mater, has hired a public 
relations firm. 

An American public rela
tions firm, 'Edelman 
Worldwide by name. Their 
other clients include Kraft 
Foods, the GAP and 
Kentucky Fried Chicken. 

They're also the folks that 
helped re-gloss the Exxon 
image after the Exxon 
Valdez dumped several mil
lion barrels of crude oil onto 
the shores and beaches of 
Alaska a few years back. 

I must confess I found the 
story passing strange. Why 
would the CBC, Canada's 
paramount communications 
company, feel the need to 
hire an American communi
cations company for any-

thing? 
"We are 

involved in 
a lot of dif
ferent 
issues, 
some criti-

WIT& 
WI-ITMSY 

WITH ARTHUR BLACK 

cisms , 
some on a pro-active basis 
and ... like any other busi
ness we want to make sure 
we 're presenting ourselves 
in the best way possible," 
said CBC spokeswoman 
Ruth-Ellen Soles, not alto
gether helpfully. 

I've read that explanation 
a half-dozen times and it's 
still about as clear as a Paul 
Martin soliloquy. But if I'm 
not reading too much into it, 
I think Ms. Soles may be 
hinting that the CBC needs 
help in the image depart
ment. 

Perhaps Ms . Soles is 
right. There was another 
item in the paper recently 
showing a photograph of the 
brand new · lobby of the 
CBC 's headquarters in 
Ottawa. The lobby floor fea
tures a huge map of Canada 
painstakingly inlaid in finest 
Precambrian granite. 

Sort of. 
Actually, the map 

includes the U.S . state of 
' Alaska - which would be a 

nice hands-across-the-bor
der gesture but for the fact 
that the map does not 
include the rather substantial 
Queen Charlotte Islands. It 
also performs a little cos
metic surgery on Vancouver 
Island, transforming it into a 
perky little peninsula jutting 
out of the mainland. A West 
Coast Viagra-ized counter-

, weight to America's droopy 
east coast Sunshine State, as 
it were. 

Now it must be said that 
the CBC is not responsible 
for this bit of geographical 
revisionism - they merely 
rent the building from a pri
vate company. But you 'd 
think somebody might have 
noticed before they signed 
the lease. Maybe that's how 
the PR flacks will earn their 
keep - by picking up on 
tiny things like that. 

Too bad the trouble-shoot-

ing firm wasn ' t around for 
CBC's darkest hour, public 
relations-wise. That would 
be in 1995 when Perrin 
Beatty took over as presi
dent of the CBC. Mister 
Beatty was a tad light in the 
saddle for this job - for any 
job really. He was first elect
ed as an MP at 22 and never 
has got his nails dirty with 
actual, you know, work. 

Still, he was eager to 
make a good impression, so 
he invited a Globe and Mail 
reporter to his office one 
day. Beatty explained to the 
reporter that he was a real 
"techno-junkie" and, to 
prove it, he played one of 
his prized CDs. The record
ing was pretty awful in 
terms of quality, but it was 
unmistakably Chopin's 
Minute Waltz. And the bad 
quality was excusable 
because, as Beatty proudly 
explained, this was the old
est known recording in the 
world, from 184 7. And the 
pianist was Frederic Chopin 
himself. 

Incredible! The rest of the 
world believed that Thomas 
Edison made the first phono
graphic recording - anq not 
until some 30 years later. 

Beatty smiled tolerantly 
and told of how, in 1990, 
construction workers in the 
town of Nohant, France had 
dug up a steel box contain
ing a glass cylinder. Buried 
with it was a letter from one 
Hippolyte Sot, a French 
inventor. The letter 
explained how Monsieur Sot 
had perfected a primitive 
method of recording sound, 
and tried it out on his neigh
bour, Monsieur Chopin. 

It was a wonderful story 
and the Globe gave it lots of 
ink. 

Unfortunately, there were 
one or two moth holes in the 
CBC president's wardrobe. 
There never was a French 
inventor by the name of 
Hippolyte Sot. 

"Sot" is , however, a 
French word , meaning 
"fool." The record label the 
"historic" CD was published 
under was XOHA- which 
is an anagram for HOAX. 

And the number stamped 
on the CD? 010491. 

Which translates as April 
Fool's Day, 1991. 

I don' t think even the spin 
doctors at Edelman 
Worldwide could have done 
much with that one. 

More internet ADSL ports planned for Salt Spring 
Telus made a recent bid to 

aid faster service by opening 
up more high -speed or 
ADSL (asymmetric digital 

Gift certificates now available! 

Acupuncture without the needles 

• Neck pain • Shoulder pain 
• Sports Injuries • Sleep disorders 
• TMJ • Sciatica 
• Migr9ine headaches and more 

Now Located at 

Gulf Clinic 
241 Lower Ganges Rd 
(across from Kingfisher) 

subscriber line) ports for 
internet service providers on 
Salt Spring Island. 

Telus media relations offi
cer Karen Dosanjh said 
Ganges · was ADSL-enabled 
in 2002 and Fulford resi
dents can now access the 
service. 

Dosanjh couldn't provide 
specific numbers. 

"As far as the number of 
ports, there will be an ade
quate number of ports made 
available. We have a capaci
ty management team in 
place that will manage 
demand and port usage," she 

said. "There may be cases 
where we have sold-out 
ports in a matter of days 
because of the demand but 
we will do our best to 
respond as quickly as possi
ble to ensure service in those 
instances." 

Salt Spring Internet ser
vice provider Barbara 
McCully received 35 of the 
newly available ports for the 
Ganges area and five for 
Fulford. 

She currently has 26 peo
ple living outside the 
Ganges area on a waiting 
list. 

Tony Spina 
MASTER HAIRSTYLIST 

653-2301 
MOBILE FULL SERVICE 

HAIRSTYLING FOR THE 

WHOLE FAMILY 

"In the comfort 
of your own home" 

"As of November 28-
six of the 35 ports are spo
ken for," McCully said. 

Telus' opening of more 
ports on Salt Spring was 
good news for McCully. 

"I hope Telus is ab le to 
upgrade the lines so that 
other people wishing to 
receive ADSL have tha t 
option. It would be such a 
benefit for people who work 
at home and even people 
who work just outside the 
Ganges area who use com
puters frequently. They must 
find it difficult at times." 

Salt Spring Internet has 

been in operation since 
September. 

Imagen Communications, 
another island internet ser
vice provider, was unavail
able for comment before 
press time. 

Bill Wadsworth, owne~ of 
Gulf Islands Wireles s 
Network, offers high-speed 
services to most of the east
ern side of Salt Spring 
Island, including Fulford. 

Wadsworth plans to have 
Ganges on-line by mid
December, followed by the 
St. Mary Lake and Vesuvius 
areas in the near future . 

Dr. Teresa Strukoff, B.Sc., N.D. 
NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIAN 

• Clinical Nutrition 
• Botanica l Medicine 
• Homeopathy 
• Chinese Medicine & Acupuncture 
• Lifestyle Counseling 

The Sa lt Spring Health Centre 
130 McPhillips Ave. 

Sa lt Spring Island, BC 

To book an appointment phone: 537-322 0 I tstrukoff@hotmail.com 

SAL1:\tll!ilt\S,RII~~I;.;Cf~t~,~~#SJiiiii~GEBS~@~ SAY 
We asked: What does your upcoming Christmas Concert "Upon This Night" mean to you? 

Steve Coopman 
I look forward to sharing 
this Christmas Concert with 
all the talented students of 
the Middle School Honour 
Choir. 

Christina Pitbnan _ Irene Tongue Sharon Coopman Gordon Jarvis 
Our main work, the stunning This is my first year, both on I enjoy singing with such a 
John Rutter "Gloria", is a the Island, and in the la~ge choir at Chri~tmas. 
magical work which . . It ts wondeiful to smg 

b d
. ll h d Smgers. I really enJOY the somewhere other than in . . em o tes a t e won ers of ) . . 

Brass Ensemble zs gomg to Ch . carols that dzrector, Mztch the shower. 

It puts me in the Christmas 
Mood. Singing with our 
star-studded Christmas 

b . . rzstmas. R d h l d every excztmg. owar , as se ecte . . 

DEC 12 & 13 • 8PM ·~. DEc· 14 • 2PM at AR_TSPRING 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD NEWS BEAT WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 10, 2003 •A19 

PRINTING WIZARD: Salt Spring's Peter Haase demonstrates the art of letter 
press as (m)Other T0ngue Press holds an open house at its Fulford-Ganges Road 
location last Saturday. . PhotobyDerr;ck Lundy 

Ambulance tnoved during reno 
Residents wondering if 

local ambulance crews were 
vacationing at the Seabreeze 
Inne can lay the speculation 
to rest. 

Salt Spring's ambulance 
service relocated to the 
motel up the hill while the 
Ganges station underwent 

renovations . B.C . 
Ambulance Service superin
tendent Ken Bowes said the 
station needed work. 

"It's an older building and 
needs some work. I don't 
know the extent of what 
they're doing," he said. 

He said the crew has been 

out of the building for about 
a month and will be back 
soon. 

"I anticipate that they'll be 
. back within a week." 

The B .C. Building 
Corporation acts as the ser
vice's agent and looks after 
its facilities. 

Car enthusiasts rewarded 
Twenty-year-old Salt Spring entrepreneur 

Brian Walker, along with his team of 
employees from Duncan car-styling shop· 
Loaded Customs, brought home awards at a 
Vancouver car show last week. 

The third place award was for best glow 
off. · 

According to a pres ~ release, the shop 
entered a 1995 Civic HB that had a full body 
and interior conversion. 

Loaded Customs won two first place 
awards and one third at the November 29 
show sponsored by Kuhmo Tires, Kenwood 
and TYC, which included over 200 entries. 

Loaded Customs is in its sixth month of 
operation and is owned and operated by 
youths from Salt Spring and Duncan, includ
ing previous ~alt Spring resident Orion 
Gabriel Rodgers and Matt DeLange of 
Duncan. 

The first place awards were for best audio 
install and best Civic HB 1992-1995 models .. 

Food hampers deadline looms 
Families wanting to receive 

a Christmas food hamper 
should watch the calendar 
since the last day to register at 
Communi ty Services is 
Tuesday, December 16. 

Food bank coordinator 

Cathy Stringer said ham
pers will be dropped off on 
Monday, December 22 and 
people are asked to be at 
home. 

"We're not going to leave 
hampers on door steps. If they 

miss the day, they're responsi
ble for pick -up;' she said. 

If people miss the delivery 
they can pick up baskets at 
Community Services at 268 
Fulford-Ganges Road on 
December 23-24. 

South-end group elects new board 
At its November 26 annu

al general meeting, South 
Salt Spring Property Owners 
and Residents Association 
changed its representatives, 
but not its goals. 

Joan Ingram took on the 
president's job and Johan 
Gerritsen is the new vice
president. 

Get Prepared 
for 

Christmas! 

Phone today 
We'll be 

there 
tomorrow! 

Serving Salt Spring Island 
SINCE 1964 

653-4201 

~-
REYNOLDS 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Mary Gillies will act as 
secretary and Jim Fogarty as 
treasurer. 

Members at large 
include Gladys Campbell , 
Duncan Hepburn and Stan 
Shapiro. · 

Ingram said the meeting 
went well. 

"There was a good turn-

out," she said . . 
The group became a soci

ety in 1994, but has been 
operating as an association 
for over two decades, cover
ing south-end issues such as 
parking in Fulford. 

After a period of relative 
dormancy, it was revived this 
year. 

SS currency idea duplicated 
By CAREY RUDISILL 
Staff Writer 

Oceanside Dollars have 
emerged to help fundraise 
for environmental, business 
and cultu ral projects on 
Vancouver Island, following 
initiation of Salt Spring 
Dollars in 2001. 

Salt Spring Island 
Monetary Foundation 
(SSIMF) board president 
Bob McGinn said the group 
isn ' t surprised to see local 
currency emerge in the com
munities of Parksville, 
Qualicum Beach, Errington 
and Nanoose Bay. 

"We actually helped them. 
We assisted them somewhat 
in a consultation capacity," 
McGinn said. 

The non-profit Oceanside 
Dollars Monetary 
Foundation president Glen 
Jamieson stated in a recent 
newspaper attide that he ~ · 
"shamelessly stole the idea" 
from the SSIMF. 

The group first 
approached SSIMF for 
advice in 2002. 

McGinn said he doesn' t 
see the duplication as a bad 
thing. 

"It ' s a compliment that 
they're wanting to do that
that other people think 
we've got a good idea. I 
hope it works for them; it's 
working well on Salt 
Spring." 

There are currently 
$75,000-$80,000 SS Dollars 
in circulation. 

SSIMF struggled with 
public concerns about its 
operations in the past and 
has continued to debate 

what projects future profits 
will sponsor. 

The organization was 
founded in July 2001 as a 
non-profit society. 
According to the group ' s 
website, its purposes are to 

design, issue and maintain a 
local currency for the island 
with the goal to raise funds 
for worthwhile community 
projects while promoting 
local commerce and good
will. 

2004 SUBARU IMPREZA TS 
all-wheel drive 
2.5 litre 4 cylinder 
engine 

4-wheel disc brakes keyless entry 
air conditioning CD player 
ABS brakes full power group 

from $28 '995. OO + Freight and POl. 

Come in for your test drive today! 

~• Nanaimo 
IIISUBARU, 
DllllfU •Y WHU'S JM51DE' 

tpmnasaleslitthreepointmotors. ~om 

250-753-1444 
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Dedicated volunteer takes climbers .to new heights 
By CAREY RUDISILL 
Staff Writer 

On Friday, a mini-van and 
truckful of young children 
waited impatiently outside 
The Wall climbing gym. 

A small white car turned 
into the parking lot. This 
could be the one, they 
thought, and the group start
ed herding towards the door 
of the small building. 

"You 're late," one of the 
group members said to vol
unteer Nigel Elliott as he got 
out of the car. 

Elliott apologized. 
It was 6:33 p.m., and he 

was three minutes late. 
But Elliott didn't mind the 

group ' s impatient enthusi
asm. In fact, he shared it. 

Climbing at The Wall 
since this spring, Elliott 
admitted he has caught the 
climbing "bug." 

His girlfriend Charlotte 
Curtis worked at The Wall as 
its summer program director. 

"I wanted to leave it as her 
thing," he said. 

Things didn't turn out as 
planned. 

"It went from trying it 
once," he said. 

The sentence trailed off -
with an unspoken "to this." 

Elliott now fills a gap by 
volunteering for all three 
nights The Wall is open , 
with his friend Dave 
Melanson also there most of 
the time. 

"All the people who set 
this up and ran this for the 
last couple of years are in 
need of'a break," said Elliott. 
"We were in danger of clos
ing down;' he said. 

On a busy Friday night, 
Elliott and Melanson 
manned The Wall , fitting 

9i.11Jz4&~ 
Phone/Fax 538-1685 
Cellular 537-6941 

journeyman Painters • Uncompromising Quality • Honest Pricing • Free Estimates 

SAUNDERS 
SUZUKI 

1784 Island Hwy. Victoria 
Across from J.D.F. Rec Centre 
\ 

Toll FrP.P. 1-888-898-9911 47 4-2211 _nl !)Q~? 

child after child with har
ness, helmet and shoes. 

Elliott brings his gear with 
him each night, knowing that 
in most cases he won't get 
climbing himself until hours 
later. 

The two volunteers didn't 
end up climbing until after 
everyone else had left at 
closing. 

"At 9:30, we gently usher 
them out and then we start to 
climb," Elliott said. "Many 
times we're the only adults. 
It's chaos with all the little 
guys. There's always some
one tugging at your leg say
ing 'belay me, belay me."' 

On Sunday night, Jimi 
Hendrix played on Elliott's 
tape player as the second 
group of children filed into 
the building. 

Parent David McLeod 
stayed behind to encourage 
his children Logan and 
Dylan as they scaled differ
ent routes. 

Elliott was glad to see 
him. 

"We're not a baby-sitting 
service but half of our time 
is spent baby-sitting and get
ting them ready to climb," he 
said. 

The Wall's policy is that 
parents must remain behind 
with children under the age 
of 10. In the past, however, 
some parents arrived and 
said they'd be back in three 
hours. -

Elliott prepared each child 
for a route while others wait
ed for their turn. Bending 
down to seven-year-old Sage 
Bauer's height, he pulled a 
rope through Sage's harness. 
As he tigh tened a knot , 
Elliott listed off key words 
from climbing to falling. -

Bauer nodded, looking up 
at the wall with an exasper-

YEAR-ROUND SCHEDULE 

LEAVE VESUVIUS BAY 
• 7:00 am u 4:00 pm *7:30 am 
x 8:00 am 5:00 pm 8:30 am 

9:00 am 6:00 pm # 9:30 am 
10:00 am 7:00pm 11 :10 am 
11 :40 am 8:40 pm 12:10 noon 

n 12:40 pm 9:40pm 1:10pm 
1:40pm +10:35 pm 2:15pm 
3:00 pm 3:30 pm 

4:30pm 
5:30pm 
6:30pm 
8:10pm 
9:10pm 

10:05 pm 
+11 :05 pm 

u Wed. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailing. No passengers. 
n The Mon. & Thurs. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings. No passengers. 

# Mon., Wed. & Thurs. sailings will be replaced by dangerous cargo sailings. No passengers. 
• Daily except Saturdays. 'Daily except Saturdays & Sundays. + Saturdays only. x Daily except 

Economica/4 cyl., 
5 spd., ale, am/fm 

stereo radio, 
ps, pdf, tilt. 

$14,995 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
YOUR NEXT NEW OR USED 

VEHICLE! 

VALUED 
VOLUNTEER: 
Above, Nigel 
Elliott inches 
up the wall to 
the left of 
Jack Rosen 
during a 
November 
climbing 
marathon. At 
left, Elliott 
helps Sage 
Bauer ready 
for a climb-at 
The Wall facil
ity on Sunday. 
PhotOs by Carey Rudisill 

ated look as if he wanted to 
say, "I''m ready." 

Sam Ellison also walked 
in , eager for a night of 
climbing. 

Seeing Dylan and Logan 
McLeod waiting, Ellison set 
his own gear down and read
ied them first. 

"I had hoped to climb 
tonight," he said. 

There's an undertone of 
the same impatience voiced 
by the Friday night crowd in 
Ellison 's sentence but he 
spent the evening helping 
each child find a route to 
their liking. 

"I volunteered here in the 
past before my son was 
born," he said. 

ElJiott was glad for the 
extra pair of hands on both 
Friday and Sunday, but plaris 
to keep filling the gap. 

He has only missed one 
night since he decided to 
volunteer all the evenings 
The Wall was open. 

"It was Halloween night," 
he said. 

People don ' t need to 
worry about whether some
one will be there to unlock 
the door. 

"In September, I figured 
no one else was doing it so I 
stepped up . "The Wall is 
guaranteed to be open. I' ll 
be there," Elliott said. 

He added that he wouldn' t 
mind some company. 

"If there were more volun
teers , we could be open 
more nights and perhaps 
have a night for adults and 
one for kids," he said. 

The Wall, located behind 
Salt Spring Commu nity 
Services on Fulfdrd-Ganges 
Ro ad, i s open Thursday, 
Friday and Sunday from 
6:30-9:30 p.m. 

'PASSIONATE FOOD 
FOR 

COM'P ASSI.ON ATE 
'PEOPLE 

mt'ERYTHING ORGANIC 
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Juniors defeat Shawnigan in season opener 
Gulf Islands Secondary 

School (GISS) junior girls 
basketball players discov
ered the advantage of start
ing strong in a December 4 
victory at Shawnigan Lake 
school. 

In the fir st quarter, the 
Scorpions pummelled 
Shawnigan by a 19-2 score, 
with the game ending 52-17 

HIGH 
ROLLERS 

Following are high scores 
in bowling league play at 
Kings Lane Recreation last 
week. 

Circus League: Don 
McMahon, Fred Broadbent, 
224. 

Tuesday Morning 
Seniors : Stan Sage, 
293/603; Marg Baker, 224; 
John Pringle, 207. 

Special Olympics : Terry 
Swing, 144 ; Carlos 
Manzano , 142; Stuart 
Elliott, 148 ; Gloria Dale, 
156; Jimmy Beck, 163; 
Jason Newport, 226. 

in GISS ' favour. 
Coach Jim Barclay said 

the team started the game on 
the right foot. 

"We came out strong dur
ing the first [quarter]," he 
said. "Emma Rimmer, Molly 
Hosie and Val Harkema were 
successful at finding the 
hoop , scoring 36 of the 
team's 52 points. Michelle 

McBride did some excellent 
rebounding but failed to put 
the ball in the hoop." 

Daniela Benloulou scored 
a basket and a foul shot in 
the first quarter and 
Cassandra Storey and 
Caitlyn Hilyer each scored a 
basket. 

I n the second period, 
Jess Wilson scored a bas-

Senior boys bounce 
in honte turf gantes 

At their Tuesday December 2 home game, the Gulf Islands 
Secondary School (GISS) senior boys basketball team found 
home court worked to their advantage. 

The Scorpions finished the game 58-44 against Shawnigan 
Lake, with GISS leading 16-9 after the first quarter. 

Scorers included Jeremy Byron with two baskets, Paul 
Hannah with one, Jesse Hranchuk with a basket, Bryan 
Hunsberger with two baskets and two foul shots, and Ryan 
O'Donnell with a basket. 

In the second quarter, the Scorpions continued to lead 36-
21 thanks to scoring efforts by Gordie Akerman, Russ Bath, 
John Buttery, Hunsberger, Hranchuk and O'Donnell. 

Play in the third quarter ended with GISS ahead 48-33, 
and the final quarter saw the Scorpions score one less point 
than Shawnigan- 10 versus 11- with Joah Chlopan also 
getting on the scoreboard. 

The boys team plays Chemainus on December 9 at GISS. 

ket. Ho sie an d Harkema 
each scored two baskets. 
Benloulou earned a basket 
off a fo ul shot. The team's 
scoring continued in the 
third quarter. Benloulou 
scored one basket and 
Hosie and Rimmer both 
scored two baskets . In the 
final q uarter, Harkema 
and Ho sie potted two 

while Mc B ride scored 
one. 

Barclay emphasized the 
cohesive ·work demonstrated 
by the team. 

"The team played strong 
offensively and defensively." 

Thursday was the team's 
first league game of the sea
son. 

Create what matters most! 
• Integrate life & work 
• Cope with stress and anxiety 
• Make transitions with ease 
• Start new projects and succeed · 
• Feel whole, relaxed, and authentic 

Autographed books & 
coaching gift certificates make great gifts! 

GARAGE SALE? 
Use the Driftwood garage sale kit 

537-9933 

FOR LEASE NOW! ... 

I • (• 

PARK PLACE VILLAGE 
APJACENT TO &AN&ES VILLAGE MARKET 

"WHERE ISLANDERS SHOP". 

Busy central corner location (where Laurie's Recycling now operates) 

CHOICE SPACES STILL AVAILABLE- DO NOT BE DISAPPOINTED- RESERVE NOW! 
• EASY PARKING • NO INTERNAL STAIRS 
• HANDICAPPED PARKING FOR EACH LEVEL • PARKING ON BOTH LEVELS 
• ACTUAL GEOGRAPHIC CENTER OF UPPER • FLEXIBLE SPACE 

VILLAGE SHOPPING AREA • FASTEST GROWTH AREA 
• SURROUNDED BY TOWN HOMES/CONDOS • EASY ACCESS 
• FAIR MARKET RENTALS • OCCUPANCY MAY/JUNE 
• DEVELOPMENT PERMIT/ZONING IN PLACE 

... looking for insurance office, legal office, real estate office, restaurant, 
catering, stationery and copy service or your idea! 

AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT CONTACT AL NOW AT 
537·2308, FAX AT 537·2364 E MAIL AT parkplacevillage@saltspring.com 

Locally 
owned and 
operated 

BUILDING SUPPLY 
ON 

SALTSPRING ... 

Windsor 
PJ~wood 

Phone: 

537·5564 
FAX: 537 ·1207 

EXPERT ADVICE & TOP 
QUALITY SERVICE! 

• Doors and Windows • 
• Mouldings • Paints & Stains • 
• Power Tools • Dock Floats • 

• Hardwood & Laminate Flooring • 
• Lumber • 

• Roof Trusses • Plywood • 
• Insulation • Door shop on-site • 
• Engineered Wood Products • 

~ And much more! • 

"Always a 
pleasure to 
serve our 

community!" 
STORE HOURS: 

Monday-Saturday 7am - 5:30pm 
Closed Sunday 
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CAR & LIGHT TRUCK · 
I U13s tie come-from-behind game 

--- ~~~~ll!!!!!!l!!!!l! L . , 

Warm Up At The Cafe>·: 
This Holiday Season. 

,,y,,,. 
tggnog & Gingerbread Lattes- $3.7Q}t''-c 

Freshly Roasted Holiday Blend Coffee 
\ ~oz. bag- $7.85 • 14 oz. bag-$ 1 1 

)=~ Homemade Ever-changing So 
with Focaccia Bread - $3. 

WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
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SOCCER 
KICKS 

• "Excitement," "s us
pense" and "endurance" 
were used to described a 
come-from-behind soccer 
match between Salt 
Spring United U13 boy 's 
team and the "Tedford 
Doors" at Portlock Park. 

The island team fought 
back from a 2-0 deficit to 
tie up the match. 

Salt Spring started the 
game with only 10 players 
and was quickly down 
two goals . But the local 
squad had the confidence 
to keep trying. 

Cayce Fedberg played 
with skill and determina
tion to score':the first,, goal. 
Then Julian Smith waited 
for the right moment to 
pl ace an accurate shot 
into the Doors' goal 
beyond the · reach of the 
goalie: . 

Roy Banks-Bywater and 
Stuart Garside dug deep 
and displayed extra effort 
throughout the game. 

Several shot s did not 
quite hit the mesh at the 
back of the goal. One hit 
the top cross bar and 
looked as if it h ad gone 
in, but was not counted. 

The team wants to 
thank Sue Spencer for her 
time and effort. Her 
excellent support and 
coaching is beginning to 
show within the team. 

ON TARGET: At left, Cayce Fedberg 
leads a comeback with one of two 
late goals in boys' U13 soccer action 
last weekend. Above, fellow player 
Jasper Snow Rosen follows his shot 
in, but Langford's keeper has this one 
in his sights. Photoscontributed 

very hard both as -
defensive and mid
field wing. 

• After a three
week layoff and 
down in streng th , it 
was the kind of game 
that one had to see to 
truly appreciate the 
effort by the Salt 
Spring Strikers 
against the visiting 
Gorge FC. 

Using Sue 
Spencer's new 4-2-3-
1 system, the U15 
bo ys adapted with 
flair to the change , ri] 

CLASSIFIED HOTLINE: 537·9933 

The boys' next game 
will be on-island this 
Saturday. 

• After a two-week hia
tus , the U14 Salt Spring 
United Boys team played 

GOING TO GREAT LEG LENGTHS: A Gorge 
player and Salt Spring's Tavis Morton fight for the ball 
as the U15 boys play to a tie at Portlock Park on 
Saturday. Photo contributed 

which seemed tailor-made 
to their style of play. 

Each position had a new 
role added and outside 
back Marshall Barter had 
the opponents scrambling 
to cover his overlapping 
runs and sharp crosses, 
while attacking midfield
ers Ru s ty Fedberg, OJ 
Lake and Tavis Morton 
fired on all cylinders at 
FC's keeper. 

GO cnnuc=ltS Go! ~ Jl~~ d7) ~e'll al~ays 
.., ~ anake a save! 

S37-SS64 
I ~ -

RK Name G ASS TP DF 28.Newton Norma 126 201 327 31 56.Warnir Amanda 140 171 311 29 82.Mackinnon Baldy 114 176 290 29 
1.McMahon Don 144 211 355 47 29.Cummlngs Paul 112 214 326 29 57.Tamboline Tina 122 185 307 30 83.Cunningham Jean 128 161 289 26 
2.ByronNicola 136 217 353 30 30.LynchTrudy 112 213 325 23 58.Musse11Byron 118 188 306 25 84.Temme1Max 124 165 289 36 
3.Huser Ange!a · 122 230 352 30 31.Gillham Jerome 121 204 325 28, 59.Byron Regan 129 177 306 31 85.Mullan Erin 114 174 288 17 
4.HardyConme 138 213 351 37 32.BuckleyJim 114 211 ·325 24 60.CalberryR. 127 178 305 32 86.AndersonCaroline 111 177 288 36 
5.Jason Chris 135 212 347 28 33.Langdon Jack 132 193 325 21 61.Doerksen Hank 106 198 304 24 87.leask Lance 125 158 283 27 

Gorge Canadian on home 
turf this weekend, beating 
them 2-1 to secure third 
place in the division. 

The local team's first 
goal occurred well into 
the first half when Hugh 
Finer made a. quick pass 
to Liam John ston , who 
then set it up for Colby 
Little to land a low ball to 
the righ t-h and corner of 
the net from the top of the 
18-yard box. 

6.Mussell Dorelhy 134 213 347 38 34.Jarvis Gordon 128 196 324 34 62.Spencer Peter 135 169 304 23 88.Radford Brian 100 183 283 24 
....,_ • ?.Sanderson Robert 134 212 346 38 35.Campbell Faedra 137 186 323 26 63.Reinholdt Kim 124 179 303 29 89.Hrtchcock Bill 113 168 _281 14 

8.Johnson Cam 158 188 346 29 36.Anderson Dennis 123 200 323 34 64.Forsyth Deb 125 178 303 31 90.Reynolds Paul 115 163 278 27 

The second goal was 
scored from an excellent 
pass, again by Finer, this 
time to Jesson 
Motherwell, who landed a 
high shot on goal from the 
top of the 18 into the 
right-hand co,rner of the 
net. 

When Gorge broke into 
the Strikers ' territory they 
had to contend with the 
double-teaming of defend
ing midfielders Bob Byron 
and Gilbert Comeau and 
the determined play of 
centre backs Eland 
Bronstein and Alex 
Hannah. This defensive 
play limited the. opponents 
to only one shot on goal in 
the first half. 

Although Gorge FC 
opened the second half 
with an early goal, the 
Strikers continued to keep 
the opponents pressed 
into their half while work
ing the possession game 
to create the opening on 
net. 

9.Mara Kathy 131 215 346 36 37.Redden Charlene 140 182 322 25 65.Rompain Kerry 126 176 302 21 91.Broadbenl Fred 112 162 274 21 
10.Eyles Evan 150 196 346 29 38.Dunbar Bruce 129 192 321 34 66.Morris Liam 122 179 301 35 92.Macdonald Bob 128 146 274 26 
11.Lynch Kevin 125 218 343 28 39.Hoban Rypawn 121 198 319 34 67.Mussell Patricia 129 171 300 31 93.AeicheleJeff 100 171 271 25 
12.HardyMike 135 202 · 337 25 40.Hilchcoci<Dorothy 110 207 317 26 68.GillhamJeffrey 100 198 298 24 94.BakerBrent 109 161 270 27 
13.BatemanJohn 141 196 337 27 41 .MisanchukTerry 138 179 317 31 69.Guedes Doug 113 185 298 30 95.CharleboisJason 114 156 270 27 
14.Aibhoose Jack 150 187 337 32 42.Burns Marie 125 192 317 32 70.Misanchuk Tamara 139 158 297 24 96.Shaske Lucy 121 147 268 19 
15.Goldie Jim 128 209 337 34 43.McBride Richard 121 195 316 28 71 .Shantz Lorne 123 174 297 30 97.Cameron Lorna 109 159 268 25 
16.Lam Huy 140 196 336 28 44.Shaske Ed 134 182 316 18 72.Howe Scott 103 194 297 28 98.Forsyth Norm , 102 165 267 24 
17.MorrisonJoelle 135 201 336 29 45.StrohmieirMonica 129 187 316 26 73.VIIIadsenJeane 115 181 296 29 99.Sioan Randall 105 161 266 20 
18.Eyles Tobin 124 212 336 32 46.Lynch Seve 124 191 315 24 74.Tamboline Granl 119 176 295 28 100.Moban lind·E 107 158 265 22 
19.Temme1Wo~gang 122 213 335 28 47.Gosnei1Mairi 123 192 315 41 75.ShantzColleen 120 175 295 26 101 .CourlneyJohn 116 145 261 26 
20.DevereuxMark 116 218 334 33 48.BemiMike 129 186 315 29 76.RompainSheldon 118 177 295 25 102.MarleauGerry 110 141 251 30 
21.Tamboline Philip 127 206 333 39 49 Hardie Madeline 128 187 315 22 77.Nolan Elizabeth 109 185 294 34 103.Snetslnger Hannah 89 157 246 25 
22.Burns Lorne 120 211 331 24 50:Aibhoose Paul 138 176 314 27 78.1rwin-Campbell Ar 129 165 294 29 104.Christensen Nils 97 149 246 38 
23.Smith Donald 130 201 331 36 51.Funk Rainer 135 178 313 24 79.Mullan Pat . 114 178 292 19 105.Tantl Mary 95 148 243 30 
24.Steele Povene 132 198 330 35 52.Maclellan Gary 125 188 313 37 80.Newman Keith 121 171 292 31 106.Cottre11Tracey 107 134 241 26 
25.TambolineW 132 198 330 35 53.MillerdPeter 130 183 313 27 81 .ThomasAndrew 113 178 291 30 107.MarleauDeanna 82 157 239 18 
26.Buckley Arnold 132 195 327 24 54.Smith Shirley 125 187 312 29 
27.Laycock Robert 129 198 327 34 55.Aibhoose Sean 114 197 311 36 

5i I SUGG lUMB~R lTD. 

- Mon.-Fri. 7am- Spm I Sat. 8:30am- Spm I 804 Fulford Ganges 537-4978 

Finer had a very fast 
paced game up front, 
often winning the ball to 
make excellent passes in 
the offensive zone and 
showing good skill in ere~ 
ating and moving into 

. open space, 
Teammate Cameron 

Barter also fought hard 
for the ball , demonstrat
ing good speed and ball
handling skills. 

Johnston was solid in 
midfield with many good 
attempts of his own on 
goal, and excellent pas s
ing to the forward line . 
David Nix was fast and 
solid as sweeper, ensuring 
th e Canadians had few 
chances to shoot. 

Brandon Shaw made 
numerous stellar saves as 
goalie , Will Cornwall had 
some beautiful long kicks 
as the defensive wing, and 
Sebastian Banks worked 

After the 20-minute 
mark , Gorge started to 
break out of their end and 
return the pressure. If not 
for the performance of 
keeper Charlie Stimpson, 
the opponents would have 
added their insurance 
goal. 

Stopping both point 
blank and top corner 
shot s, Stimpson sh ut 
down the FC and quickly 
and effectively launched 
the Strikers' counter 
attack. 

With 10 minute s 
remaining, Fedberg set up 
Lake at the side of the 18-
yard box, and Lake made 
no mistake finding the 
back of the opponents ' net 
to draw the game even. 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD PHOTOS 

PETS IN 
PARADISE: 
Jena Peori and 
Santa pose for 
pictures with 

pets as part of 
an SPCA 

fundraiser held 
at Foxglove last 

weekend. 
Photos by Derrick. Lundy 

GENERAL 

VS auto, 
air conditioning, 
t ilt, cruise, power 
windows, power 

locks, stereo 
STK#34454A 

$9,995 

4 door, VS, auto, AJC, 
tilt, cruise, power 

windows, power locks, 
power mirrors, 

power seats 
STK#2339A 

$19,450 

4 door, auto, 
stereo 

STK#49773A 

$11,995 

1994 OLDS 
DELTA 88 

Fully optioned 
luxury car with 

burgundy exterior, 
cloth interior only 

95,000kms. 
STK#6599-A 

$8,995 

VS auto, AIC, tilt, 
cruise, pw, pi , ps, roof 

rack, 
aluminum wheels 

REDUCED 

4 door, V6, auto1 air condi
tioning, tilt, crutse, power 

windows, power locks, 
power seat, rear spoiler, 

alum. wheels 

STK#2352A 

1995 OLDS 
CUTLASS SUPREME 

4 door, VS auto, air 
conditioning, tilt, 

cruise, power windows, 
power locks. 

4 door, V6, auto, AIC, 
tilt, cruise, power win

dows, power locks, 
CD player, rear spoiler, 

alum. wheels. 

STK#0696C 

4 door, VS, auto, 
tilt, cruise, power 
windows, power 

locks, stereo 

DAN 
EASTON 
SALES 

MANAGER 

BILL 
SHORTER 

SALES 
MANAGER 

STEVE 
AYDON 
SALES 

JERRY 
DEOL 

SALES 

MORGAN 
HARRISON 

SALES 

1995 CHEVY 1/2 
TON EX·CAB 4X4 

Burgundy/silver 
2 tone on 

grey bucket 
seats, auto, 350 

beige exterior 
on beige cloth 

interior, power seat, VS, 
power, c ruise, etc. 

2 door, 5 speed, A/C, 
tilt, cruise, power 

windows, power locks, 
power sunroof, 

CD player, rear spoiler, 
alum. wheels. 

4 door, V6,auto,AIC, tilt, 
cruise, power 

windows, power locks, 
power seats, 
alum. wheels 

STK#2352A 

$19,995 

KEN 
MCLEAN 
SALES 

cruise, power 
windows, power 

locks, CD 

STK#D2405A 

$20,900 

DAVE 
PEARS 
SALES 

JAKE 
TEUFEL 
SALES 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10,2003 .o.A23 

Up to 48 months on 2004s. Up to 60 months on 2003s. 
On virtually all models. 

1995 FORD 
WINDSTAR VAN EX 

VS, auto, air 
conditioning, 

tilt, cruise, 
power locks, 

power windows 
STK#45396A 

$9,995 

auto, AIC, low, low 
kms, burgundy on 

beige cloth, 

V6 auto, air 
conditioning, tilt, 

cruise, power 
windows, power locks, 

cooler, CD stereo 
STK#02416B 

$19,995 

8 passenger 

4 door, V6, auto, A/C, 
tilt, cruise, power 

windows, power locks, 
power seat, CD player, 

rear spoiler, alum. wheels 

4 door, auto, 
A/C, tilt, cruise 

4 door, V6 auto, air 
conditioning, tilt, 

cruise, power 
windows, power 

locks, CD 

STK#02407A 

$20,900 

ROB 
EASTMAN 

SALES 

ROSS 
MCCAULEY 
BUSINESS 
MANAGER 

KIM 
MACLEAN 
BUSINESS 
MANAGER 

2001 CHEVROLET 
BWER 

2 door, 4x4, V6 auto, 
air conditin ing, tilt, 

cruise, power 
windows, power locks, 

CD stereo 

LS, 4 door, 4 cyl, auto, 
A/C. tilt, cruise, 
power windows, 

power lock, CD stereo, 
lowkms 

STK#06016A 

$11,995 

Se-1, 3 to 
choose from, 
low, low kms. 

Starting at 

$18,995 
2003 CHEVY 

TRAILBWER 
Extended Lt, DVD 

entertainment 
centre, only 
14,000kms 

STK#2381B 

$36,995 

6300 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan Sales/Service 250 7 46 7131 J Parts 250 7 46 4466 
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SPINACH BOWL 

Mouth-watering t~pinach dip combined with a 
fret~hly baked t~ourdough bread bowl and lot.:~ of 

' bread on the t!We for dipping. 
Served with fruh chopped regetabfu. 

Definitely a hit at any party. 

FRUIT AND CHEESE 

Alex CampbeLL Signature Seriu ageo white 
Cheddar, Bourdin chee.Je, goat cheue, Brie 

chee.1e, and Dutch .Jmokeo Gouda cheue 
,mrrounded by fre.Jh .Jea.:JonaL fruit.J. Our "Going 

Cracker7' tray pairt~ perfectLy with thu one. 

A oelicioUtJ a.:Jtfortment of our fruhut .Jea.:Jonal 
vegetablu, .Jerred with a generoUtf portum of oip. 

It'.J a mUtJt-have for any event. 

EARLY RISER 

Fruh bagfU topped with Winnipeg cream cheue, 
herb and .1pice cream chee.Je, ra.:~pberry jam, 

mefontJ, t~trawberrie.J, grapu d other a.:J.Jorted. 
fruit<!. DeaL for tho.Je earLy morning meeting.J. 

BREAD AND CRACKER 

Fre.1hLy baked .Jourdough baguette .1Lice.1 with 
a.J.Jorted cracker.J and other fruhLy baked 

bread.J. With our Bordeaux or Chardonnay 
tray, it maku an unbeatable combination. 

JUMBO SEAFOOD DIP - --

lmmitation crab, cocktail t~auce and cream 
cheue are t~ure to pleae the t~eafooo lorer at your 
ne.:t:t party. Our "Going Cracker.1" tray i.J great 

with thi.J one. 

A defection of popular .Jandwichu, incLuding 
ham, turkey, roa.:~t beef, egg .1afad and vegetablet! 
on fre.Jh whole wheat and white bread.J .Jurround 

a tub of crup pickle" and-oLivu 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

CHEESES FROM AROUND 
THE WORLD 

Fine international cheue like Dani.Jh Cream 
Havarti, New Zealand Eoam, Swi.lt~ Em mental, 

AUtJtrian Smoke(} Gruyere and Canadian 
Meoium Cheooar .:~urrouno a Dani.Jh cream 

cheue ball. Garni.lheo with plump, juicy grapu. 

A fruh a.:J.Jortment of our finut .Jea.JonaL fruitt~ 
make up thu healthy, re/ruhing platter. JUtJt 
add chocoLate or your favourite fruit dip for an 

unforgettable party tray everyone wiLL Love. 

FOODSTM TO ORDER 
CALL 

537-1522 Fresh is what we're famous for! 


