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WAXING POETIC: Among the entertainers at 
Saturday's Aurora literary magazine launch were, 

from left, singer Steve Melanson, poet Gemma-Rose 
D' Attilio, and musician/actor/director Geoffrey 

Davidson. The evening attracted a t?oisterous and 
enthusiastic crowd to the Core Inn. PhotosbyDerricklundy 

By ANASTACIA WILDE 
Driftwood Contributor 

The fragrance of scented flow
ers and undulating flickers of 
translucent light intensified an 
intimate evening of poetry and 
song Saturday night, as the Core 
Inn celebrated the launch of 
Aurora, a lite rary magazine 
published by Salt Spring youth. 

More than 50 people gathered 
to hear the emerging young artists 
who transformed the youth centre 
into a literary cafe with a distinct 
European flair. Original artwork 
draped the walls and the smell of 
hyacinth blossoms filled the air 
with memories fresh from the 
garden. 

A small but potent stage was 
crafted against a stunning back
drop quilt which adorned the 
seemingly endless lineup of 
teenage poets and musicians who 
shared their creative outbursts 
and courageously splayed them
selves wide open. 

Reciting poetry publicly for the 
first time, 1 0-year-old Kyla 
McColm displayed a calm 
demeanor - as if the newly
discovered stage were a second 
home. The youngest reader of the 
eve ning , she composed the 
following poem when she was 
eight, and has been writing poetry 
since she was seven. · 

"Thoughts passing through the 
grass/swift and soft/rippling the 
dream grass/touched by the 
angels of the imagination." 

Event organizers and magazine 
creators Leah McColm and 
Candace Buckler were the 
dynamic duo that breathed life 
into Aurora. The poetry e~ent was 
sponsored by Adrian du Plessis 

. and TSUNAMI, a non-profit society 
that promotes and fosters the 
development of unsung - often 
teenage - art ists and musicians. 

Young poets 
and musicians 

celebrate 
literary launch 

"Writing poetry is a good way 
of releasing stuff," said 18-year 
old McColm, whose descriptive 
hand gestures and vocal grace 
made her a pleasure to behold as 
she read her expressive verse . 
"Teenagers have a lot to say, they 
just need a place to do it." 

Her publishing partner and 
writer extraordinaire Candace 
Buckler is a rare bundle of 
articulate joy; exuding a light
hearted and witty character 
clearly present in her wordsmith 
capacities. 

Buckler's vision for Aurora? 
"I hope we go international," 

she said. "Why not reach for the 
stars?" And why not? Once these 
visionaries unravel the mysteries 

of website design they plan to 
enter the cyberspace of the 
Internet and push Salt Spring 
poetry into the far reaches of the 
globe. 

Seventeen-year old poet 
Gemma-Rose D' Attilio was 
"totally exhilarated" and raved 
that poetry night was "so awe
some" she's eager to see it 
repeated monthly. 

"There are lots of professional 
poets here on Salt Spring, but we 
(teenagers) don't get a lot of 
opportunity to read." 

True enough - we (adults) 
could be quieter and listen. 

Steve Melanson was a bit of a 
stage hog but his original, quirky 
guitar licks and vocal experi-

mentation worked to his advan
tage. He worked the audience 
with his claim to modesty, but 
with the stage presence of a 
talking teddy bear, this guy made 
one heck of a stand up comic. He 
improvised what he couldn't 
remember and yapped incessantly 
until the emcee literally pulled 
him out of the spotlight. 

In a dramatic reading of The 
Pot Poem, Khalina Demandre 
unfurled her journey to quit 
smoking pot with the following 
startling realizations: 

"There's still one thing I 
haven't defeated/Marijuana, 
when I was eleven I first was 
greeted/! keep on smoken the 

Aurora magazine sells out 
The first print-run of Aurora, a literary magazine 

for young writers, sold out before it received its 
officiai launch Saturday night. 

A second, "hot-off-the-press" batch arrived just 
in time for the party at the Core Inn. 

Conceived, edited and produced by Salt Spring 
young adults Candace Buckler and Leah McColm, 
with special support from Adrian du Plessis of 

TSUNAMI and Carolyn Gibson of et cetera, 
Aurora's fust edition contains poetry, prose and 
artwork by 19 different contributors, and some 
quotes on writing from established literary voices . 

It sells for $2 and should be available at etcetera, 
Volume II, Stuff ' n' Nonsense and Roasting Co. in 
Fulford. 

PUBLISHED BY DriftWood YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER 

weed/as if it will fill some 
hidden need/with it now I can no 
longer succeed." 

Geoffrey Davidson seemed to 
have a crush on Bob Dylan and 
kept forgetting to tune his guitar 
until he hit stage. He played 
some impressive originals, 
though, and hi s lyrics perked up 
the audience sonar antennae. 

" Do you know your ABCs?/ 
hell, I don't even know my 123s 
/where did our innocence go?/It 
must have left with Marilyn 
Monroe." 

Interviewing these intrepid 
teenage poets I relearned some 
basic life rules: 

A) There are no rules, we 
make them up as we go along. 

B) All the months are squished 
together, you never know when 
the next one is coming. 

C) There's a lot of learning in 
being quiet and listening to other 
people. 

D) There's a time to throw 
caution to the wind. 

E) A lot of life happens before 
16. 

If you exposed your artistic 
privates and I failed to mention 
your name, rank or ser ial 
number, please have mercy. I ran 
out of paper toward the end of 
the gig and my shredded napkin 
scribblings fell illegibly short. 

In closing, I would like to 
impress upon the innocent of 
heart this case of literary 
drunkenness that befell me soon 
after my encounte r with several 
spunky teenage poets . 

I had the di stinct feeling 
Saturday night I ha d been 
contagiously possessed by their 
potent prose, prolific poetry and 
magnanimous music . 

I shed a deep and hearty laugh, 
for I know the Age of Aquarius is 
at last upon us . 
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Stump Stomp aims to push fund over the top 
The Salt 

Spring Island 
Conservancy will 
try to push the 
May Day fund
raising campaign 
over the top this 
Saturday night 
with a "Stump 
Stomp" auction, 
barbecue and 
bam dance at the 
Farmers Institute. 

BARN DANCE: From left, 
Fiona Flook, Samantha Beare, 
Stomping Sally and lan Beare 
hang out in the Centennial 
Park market to promote 
Saturday's Stump Stomp 
event. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

tROSSWORD ANSWERS 
FROM PAGE 87 

Beginning at 
5:30 p.m. with a 
s ilent auction, 
dinner features a 
barbecue of 
lamb, pork and 
possibly chicken. 
The live auction, 
led by Arvid 
Chalmers, begins 

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK? 

Contamination can occur without 
changes in colour or taste. 

$25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours 
Be Safe • Test Annually! 

at 7 p.m., followed by live enter
tainment. The last segment of the 
evening is a caller leading the bam 
dance. Live entertainment will be 
provided by Black Velvet, along 
with the Wrangellian Gumboot 
Ensemble. 

More than 100 items have been 
collected for auction or raffle, 
including a gorgeous, hand-built 
cedar lapstrake rowboat, a kayak, 
sailing charters, hand-made cloth
ing and furniture, folk art and 
quilts, firewood and split rails, 
1 ,300 gallons of water, original 
works by some of Salt Spring's 
finest artists and craftspeople, 
organic fowl and produce, a box of 
Cuban cigars, and a pair of hand
painted gumboots. 

pulling, haircutting and dog 
grooming. 

RESEARCH 

A special return engagement by 
musical sawyer Doug Cameron 
and his singing cows, coming all 
the way from Vancouver, is also 
planned. Bam dance music will be 
provided by Jane Squier, fiddle; 
Carol Wright, banjo; Bru-ce 
Pearson, mandolin; Rowan 
Rowell, guitar; and Jordy Sharp, 
bass. 

A huge range of services is also 
on offer, including psychic read
ings, arborist advice, yoga classes, 
a feng shui audit, hauling, broom 

Advertising and an early poster 
pegged admission at $15, but the 
Conservancy has since dropped it 
to only $5, "to conserve money 
for the auction," said Fiona 
Flook. 

Dinner is $10. Tickets for both 
parts of the night are on sale at 
Patterson's, et cetera, the Save 
Salt Spring information centre 
over Barb's Bun, and at the door. 
All proceeds will go towards the 
acquisition of Texada lands. 

For more information, call 
Flook at 653-9202. 

10115-C McDonald Park Rd. 
Sidney, B.C. V8L 3X9 

Come in now and see 

"THE FIREBIRD" 
egg/music box 

FROM 

The House of 

IGOR FABERGE 

Alex Mitchell book launch Saturday 
It's not yet time for most roses to bloom- but a lit

erary rose will open wide Saturday at the official 
Mitchell will, be available for personal adoration and 

signing of books at Salt .Spring Books (formerly 
release of Alex Mitchell's first bQok. _ . . , , .Isl.and Books ~Ius) beginning.at lO .a.m: • .. · -_ . . . 

A Rose Every Friday is a compilation of Mitchell's 
hilarious, touchi'ng and intelligent columns published 
in the Driftwood over the past four years, plus related 
lettyrs, photos and articles. 

Designed apd ptjnted by Salt Spring's BarnyaFd 
Grafix, the cover features a stunning photo of Mitchell 
and his late wife Avril in their younger days. 

Mitchell's close friend Bevan Wrate contributed 
illustrations. 

Mitchell says that "in a final attempt to enter heav
en" he is donating profits from A Rose Every Friday 
to the Salt Spring Alzheimer's Society. 

Big band sounds at dance 
Since Salt Spring has proven it 

knows how to swing at past 
dances, another Swing Shift 
fundraising dance for the high 
school music program is on tap 
next Saturday night. 

Sounds of the Big Band kicks 
off at Fulford Hall at 8 p.m. with 
the awarding-winning GISS Jazz 
Band, directed by Bruce Smith. 

Swing Shift will then take the stage 
with big band jazz and swing tunes 
from the 1930s, '40s and '50s written 
by composers such as Jimmy Dorsey, 
Glenn Miller and Artie Shaw. 

People can dance or relax in the 

cabaret-style atmosphere, enjoying 
refreshments and desserts, and watch
ing the dancers bum up the floor. 

Band members Ted Hickford, 
Conrad Koke, Sandy Curtis, Jan 
McPherson, Bruce Smith and 
Kevin Vine are se t to perform 
solos, and dynamic vocalists Sue 
Newman and Kevin Wilkie will 
also be part of the show. 

Tickets are $12 at Acoustic 
Planet, Mouat's ticket office and 
the door until 8 p.m. only. 

Proceeds benefit the GISS music 
program, helping students attend 
festivals in Vancouver and Toronto. 

4~~'" plus tax 

132 Lower Ganges Road 537-1097 

OUR CONVENIENT. 
BANK MACHINE WILL 

MAKE YOU SMILE TOO! 

Play our 
Second Chance Draw 

fora $25.00 
T ........ Gift Certificate 

awarded every 
1st and 1_ •.... ,. ,,, 

We never lower our standards. 

656·1334 
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A METHOD OF MADNESS: Magnificent sets and costumes are 
one of the many attractions at Stagecoach Theatre School's 
presentation of Alice. Seen here are, at far right, Linzi Adams 
as the Queen, dressed in a glitter of silky colours and, above 

(from left) Mamata Kreisler-Rock as the Mad Hatter, March 
Hare Ali Mclean and Dormouse Adrian Cocking in a creative 
set. The show continues to run at ArtSpring this weekend. 

Wonderland is wonderful 
in Stagecoach Theatre show 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
Driftwood Staff 

_Wow. 
Stagecoach Theatre School's 

Alice is a symphony for the senses 
with dazzling costumes and frol
icsome props, catchy, tongue
twisting tunes, and a clever script. 

It is also an expose of youth tal
ent that fairly dances across the 
stage, manifesting itself in the 
comic abilities of several young 
actors and sheer skill in others. 

Tl,le script,.gleaned from Lewis 
Carroll's Alice In Wonderland by 
director Margaret Jardine and fel
low Stagecoach teacher Lynda 
Jensen, is snappy and humorous, 
with the pun-filled lines in several 
scenes drawing appreciative laugh
ter from the opening night audi- • 
ence. 

Ramesh Meyers' simple, sweet 
original music - which he per
formed live with Gary Lundy -
bridged the scenes and created a 
harmonic backdrop. 

Having watched an Alice 
rehearsal just two weeks ago, I 
was impressed with the some
times subtle, other times dramat
ic fine-tuning which has taken 
place under Jardine's skillful 
direction. 

Small variations in hand ges
tures and line delivery added a 
new refinement to the show, and 
several actors who were "good" 
two weeks ago suddenly blos
somed into attention-commanding 
characters with new-found stage 
presence. 

These included Mamata 
Kreisler-Rock, whose wild-eyed, 
crazed Mad Hatter was the talk of 
intermission, and Natalia Day, 
who played to perfection the slow
talking, pun-riddled Mock Turtle. 
Day also shone in her solos, 
demonstrating a lovely, full-bodied 
singing voice. 

Adrian Cocking delivered a 
majestic king and Eben Finer mas
tered his gleaming-golden 
Gryphon character. 

The Gryphon's spun-gold cos
tume was just one example of the 
breath-taking attire in Alice. 
Designed and created by several of 
the actors with a little help from 
Jensen, plus mask-making guid
ance from Kathleen Measures, the 
costumes combined with the set to 
provide a visual feast. 

The Queen, deftly played by 
Linzi Adams, swept onto stage in 
rich purples and reds; the Duchess 
(an expressive Meaghen Toole) 
was wrapped in an aura of silky 

hues, and Ali McLean's caterpillar 
was something to behold. 

I also loved the evidence of 
fresh and vivid imagination in set 
and prop design - done by stu
dents under the guidance of 
Simon Henson and Leslie Corry. 
Take the table created for the Mad 
Hatter's tea party which slopes 
downward, adding to the insanity 
of the scene. 

The tea party was definitely a 
highlight of the show, carried by 
the Mad Hatter's raving madness, 
McLean's clear and clever March 
Hare, a dozing dormouse 
(Cocking) and, of course, the con
fident and skillful portrayal of 
Alice by Metta McLeod. 

McLeod has a remarkable ability 
to step onto stage and become 
another character. She furrows her 
brow as Alice; tilts her head as 
Alice; breathes as Alice. 

And although many comic char
acters kept the audience laughing, 
no one quite poked at the funny 
bone like Boyd Sloan as the White 
Rabbit and manic Cheshire Cat. 

While an integral part of the 

play itself, Sloan was also used for 
comic purposes in set changes 
which took on lives of their own. 

For example, the Mock Turtle 
scene was wrapped up with a hilar
ious set change by Toole and 
Heather Meek (who also played 
the Mouse and the "pepper-spray
ing" Cook). 

Seeking, as a reviewer must, to 
criticize, I'm hard-pressed to find 
fault with anything in the produc
tion except, perhaps, some of the 
singing, which suffers-a .bit front 
lack of development; maturity- and . 
confidence in the young actors' 
voices. 

Alice isn't a show that will move 
you to . tears or have you gripping 
your chair with suspense. But it 
will fill you with wonder and tickle 
your senses. 

And bring your children! With 
an early start time (7:30p.m.) and 
quick intermission, you can take in 
the show and have the kids in bed 
by 9:30. 

Bravo to Stagecoach Theatre. 
May you live a long life on Salt 
Spring. 

Sooke & Electoral Area Parks and Recreation Commission 

CALL TO ARTISTS 
SEAPARC COMMUNITY RECREATION 

AND AQUATIC COMPLEX 
is projected to open in September 2000 and will be 
graced with art representative of the history and 

natural surroundings of the area it serves. 
The Commission's Public Art Committee 

Invites Submissions ... 
from artists interested in participating in the 
proposals for the building's artwork - proposals 
which are designed to feature art in harmony with 
the fine architecture of the new structure and in 
keeping with the theme: 

"Where the Rainforest Meets the Sea" 
This invitation is open to all artists resident within 
the Capital Regional District. Artists registering their 
intent to prepare a submission will be invited to 
attend an informational tour of the complex on 
Saturday, May 13. Tours will be undertaken for pre
registered artists only. 

Tour registration will close Monday, May 8'h. 
Submission forms with further information 
including sizes of the artworks required will be 
provided to pre-registered artists at the time of the 
informational tours. Please call 642-6312 for a list of 
outlets in your area where the registration forms can 
be picked up. 

Photos by Derrick Lundy 

Gulf Islands 
Community Arts Council 

BURS .... S 2(MM) 
Music, Visual & Perfonning Arts 

This year the Council is offering the following award: 

1. To a student presently attending a post secondary 

institution & planning to re-enroll this fall $1000 

Application forms and information are available from the 
GICAC, 114 Rainbow Rd., S.S.I., B.C. V8K 2V5 or call653-9392 
or email gicac@gulfislands.com. Portfolios, tapes, videos, etc will 
be: required for jury. Deadline is June 16, 2000. 



r~ndition · ..... .... .. . . .•.. \ .. • .... . ··•·· .. ·.•.· ..•. · . ·.· · 
ArtSpring, Friday-Sunday, April .. 21 . . qp 
the 21st and 22nd; with a -2 p.m. matinee on ~he 
23rd . Tickets are $12 .for adults, $6 for · 
children/students, and av?ilable at West of~.the 
-Moon and Acoustic Plane( ·· ·· 

muSic 
• Wednesday Night LIVE! at Moby's, hosteo by 

Charles Wilton, April19, 9 p.m. · 
• Ray Bonneville - roots/blues/groove - 2000 

Juno award winner from Montreal. Wheelhouse 
Room, Harbour House Hotel, Thursday, April20, 
9 p.m. (Doors open at 8 p.m.) Tickets $) 0 in 
advance at the Harbour House and $12 at the 
door. Info: Dave Roland, 653-4279. 

_ ~~BtinO$· .\ ...... . 
• .• Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee will 

meet at Lions Hall on Wednesday, April }19 at 
1:30 p.m. 

• Beddis and Cusheon Lake A'rea Residents' 
Association annual general meeting, Salt Spring 
Seniors Centre, Wednesday, April 26, 7:30 p.m. 

activities 
• Men's Breakfast - meal and discussion, United 

Church _lower hall, Thursday, .April 20, 8 -10 a.m. 
• Community Meditation ..:... Rohana Laing will 

lead an Easter meditation, United Church, upper 
hall, Thursday, April 20, 11 :30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Bingo at Meaden Hall, Thursday, April 19, 7 
p.m. Early birds, ?:30. 

• Star Voyage 2000 - Astronomy student lendur 

APPLE COPY CENTRE 
Now open in the premises formerly 

occupied by KIS Office Seroices 

121 McPhill ips Ave. 537·4243 

mon APRIL24 wed ·APRI 
• Bacara agm 

sun APRIL30 

• David French Trio 
• Wild Wood Walk 

Ganges Auto Marine 
# 3 - 290 Park Dr :siji 
~.~~~g~~J-~~~~:~ · ==:WECIAIIST l:t"}i~ff.jl 



OF· LOCAL E~E~NTS 
ltl cultural events. To have, your event listed~here "please ca'll ' 
at-the Driftwood by,noon Monday preceding publication·~ ~," 

sat APRIL22 

• Alice 

• Stump Stomp Barn Dance 

• Peter Rabbit at the library 

• Alex Mitchell book launch 

APRIL 26 fri APRIL28 

ll • Playback Theatre 

• A Guide to Mourning 

• World Development Tea 

• Harpist Caroline MacKay 

tues MAY2 .. 

• tdtl~r. 
OVE, SEE SURROUNDING INFORMATION. 

AUCEIN 
WONDERlAND 

Stage Coach Theatre 
Saturday April 22, 7:30pm 

ARTSPRING 
"Proudly supporting our community" 

~~- Tallft FOODS ~ - · - •. ' . .. · -' · ' •. · ( .· .. ' :· ... •· .. · .. • .... '11111· ..__., 
..t"OOO-:, W \: n ever luwe r our s tandards. .._, 

Jus t o u r prices."~"M 537- 1522 

SPINNERS & WEAVERS 
Guild Room ArtSpring 

10:30 ·NOON 
THURSDAY APR. 20 

"Proudly supporting our community" 

~ 'riiBJR'Y ~- ~~ ~ ~~=<~~ ~,.~ 
..t''oooS w~ n e v e r lower o ur standards. lilt 

Jus t u ur price s .n .. t 537-1522 
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more information. 

• Songwriting Workshop - bring an original song 
to Allowed Sound Studio and be met with open 
ears, energetic response and respectful feedback. 

"" Monday, April24 (and every other Monday), 7:30 
p.m. Info: Ramesh Meyers, 537-2294 
/creatiQg@ saltspring.com. 

cable tv 
• The lex-Files continues. It's a collage of scenes 

from the first town hall meetings to recent 
blocades and protests; a modest record of 
remarkable moments in our community's efforts to 
stand up for the preservation and protection of the 
Texada lands. See and listen to the thoughts, 
feelings and actions of people who care and live 
by the motto: "Those who do not create the future 
they want must endure the future they get." 
(Draper L. Kaufman, Jr.) 
Tex-Files is followed by the award-winning 
Rediscovery: The Eagle's Gift, the story of 
native and non-native youth who embark on a 
rugged journey of self-discovery as they explore 
the rp~gnificent wilderness and Haida India 
tr~ditions of the Haida Gwaii. The Redis~overy 
S8ci~ty's youth program enriches Jhe lives of 
many· young people WhO are at oddS 'With 
themselves, their home life and the law. Join in 
the adventure and emotion of a six-day expedition 
along the rugged west coast as they explore 
ancient villages and burial grounds and go 
through the 24-hour "Solo" - being alone in the 
wilderness with only two matches and a raw 
pott;Ito. Haida Elders play a key role in passing on 
th~ir .,_~ulture and bring dignity an~ wisgom to the , 

'Jilrjlj':~rich is. narrated by the later greatCanadian 
andHaida artist Bill Reid. -
Runs Monday, April 24 at 7 p;m. on cable 

channel12. cinema 
• The Third Miracle - Agnieszaka Holland directs 

this film about wavering faith, with Ed,, ~arris as_a 
Cat .. ~olic priest who investigates tales of a 
blee,ding statue in an inn,er.;.yity Chicago 

"¢·q~i.~Q~8~[hopg. A rp;n!;Qt,ip ~hrJil~f; 1c>i ' _ 
• Mis~i()n to Mars - Gary Sini,se, .J im Robbins 

' and Kirfl Delaney star in Brian ,qe Palma's space 
epic that chronicles a rescue mission to Mars that 
was launched to investigate a disaster involving 
the first manned mission to the red planet. 

ans&c~·· .... 
• Diana Dean Studio is having a pre-season show 

and sale of small oil paintings ang drawings. At 
her studio, 135 Northview, through Monday, 
April24, 

• Alliance of Salt Spring Artists members group 
show on the theme of Trees is on display in the 
non-gallery areas of ArtSpring. 

• Rachel Vadeboncouer and Osmond Phillips 
are showing a collection of photographs and 
photo/paint collages titled Intricate Rock 
Formations at Moby's during April. 

~xcluding March 23) at the 
!from 9:30 to 10:30. For tots 
~rs (approximately); bring 
fjingle or drum. $2·. Info: 

• Friday night roller~bl~diQg at J:ulford Hall, every Leslie DeAthe, 537-0884, for info. 

• , Work by ceramic artist Denys James is at Bristol 
Hair Cutter Co. until April 24. 

w1a · 
trary- with Jean Voaden, 
0-10:30 a.m., for kids aged 

- Story time with Susan 
~ trom 10-11 a.m. 
IS with Shauna Grylls, at 
;every Thursday from 3-4 

nours are Monday through 
to· noon. Info: Family Place, 
by appointment. 

~~\)~~·, 
" HAIR DRESSER 

EXTRAORDINAIRE" 
127 Langley Road 

Vesuvius 
Salt Spring Isla nd 
British Columbia 

537-5002 

Friday, 7:3Q to 10 p:m. $2 for kids, $4 for adults. • lntro to Ashtanga Yoga drop-in crass _ Salt • Ja~queline Hooker is exhibiting watercolours 
Spring Centre, Saturday, April 22 and every unt1l May 18 at Sweet Arts Cafe. · ·for .. seniors· 

• Bingo for seniors in the OAP end of-Fulford Hall, 
every Friday from 2 to 4 p.m. 

~ Seniors Sing-along at Salt Spring -Seniors takes 
place·eve.rv Thursday at 2 p.m. 

health 
• Nia Fitness Dance classes on Thursday, April 

20 and Saturday, April 22 at 9:15 a.m. at All 
Saints By-the-Sea, and at North End Fitness on 
Tuesday, April 25 at 7 p.m. Drop-in, $8. Call 

FREE 
f£aster 'Bunny Coffectib(ef 

With every $20.00 purchase. 
This Thursday, Friday, Saturday only. 

WHILE QUANTTTIES LASTI 

DOLLAR STORE 
plus a whole lot more! 

1 GANGES VILLAGE MALL • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 537·2480 
~~---~~--~~-~---

Satdrday, 9:30-11 a.m. Free. : • Adrien Town's paintings in oil, watercolour and 
acrylic are at Roasting Co. in Ganges. 

wolt<shoPs 
• Argentinean Tango Workshops with Senor 

Miguel Pia - At Lions Hall: for beginners, F~iday, 
April 21, 7-9 p.m.; dance, demo, 9 to midnight. 
Three more sessions, Saturday, April 22, 11 :30 
a.m. to 1 p.m.; 1 :30-3; 3:30-5 p.m. Registration 
and info: Margie Korrison, 537-2707. 

• Lantern Making Workshop, in preparation for 
the April 30 Wild Woods Walk. Saturday, April 
22. Call Wendi at 537-1541 to register and for 

SPECIAL ORDER CAKES! 
For Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc ... 

Mon. - Sat. 7:30am - 5:30pm I Sun. 7:30am - 4:00pm 

378 LOWER GANGES RD. , GVM CENTRE 

• Acrylic on board paintings, Pages from a Diary, by 
Margie Korrison can be seen at Luigi's pizzeria. 

• Talon's Restaurant is showcasing a selection of 
paintings by Diana Dean. 

galleries 
• Spring Show - Ewart Gallery of Fine Arts, 175 

Salt Spring Way, opens Satur-day, April 22, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Show continues until May 30. Info: 
537-2313. 
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'Intelligent' Graffiti play puts a twist on death 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
,Driftwood Staff 

Death may be inevitable and 
un iversal , but i n the hands of 
Ca nadian pl aywright Eugene 
Stickland and Graffiti Theatre, it's 
also hilarious. 

A Guide to Mourning opens 
April 27 at ArtSpring, directed by 
Tony Bancroft, chair of the theatre 
department at Malaspina 
University College in Nanaimo. 

It features a cast of favourite 
Salt Spring actors, who are having 
a riot with Bancroft in rehearsals 
and immersing themselves in what 
sounds like a supremely crafted 
play. 

Action centres on a family of 
three middle-aged siblings (played 
by Patrick Cassidy, Siobhan 
Sintzel and James Wilkinson) and 
their mother (Yvonne Adalian) 
who have gathered after the sud
den death of the father. 

As Bancroft explains, the sib
lings have not regularly been in 
touch with each other, and the par
ents are the only thing they really 
had in common as adults. Meeting 
under emotionally charged cir
cumstances, the buried landmines 
of their childhood are triggered -
for extremely funny and poignant 
results. 

"The situation seems to cause 
them to regress and they become a 
bit like kids in some respects," 
says Bancroft. 

At the same time, the father's 
life sinks to the bottom of the pri
ority list. 

Cast members are finding much 
to relate to, say Adalian and 
Bancroft. 

"We find in rehearsal that every
body can relate to something in 
this play," says Bancroft. 

"Every experience I've had of 
this sort has been similar to what 
happens in th~ play." 

Adalian agrees that the subject 
has prompted a great deal of dis
cussion . The actors have also 
found themselves cracking up dur
ing rehearsal as certain things, 
often about family dynamics, 
strike them. 

"You only laugh because it's 
true," she notes. 

The comedy of A Guide to 
Mourning may shine on its own, 
but it illuminates serious mes
sages, too - like how our society 
is unprepared to handle death and 
grief, lacking the rituals of other 
cultures. 

Students 
vote for 
writers 

Student voting for the Red 
Cedar Book Award Program is set 
for Thursday at Salt Spring Island 
Middle School (SIMS). 

The award goes to authors who 
receive the most votes from stu
dents across B.C. who have read 
their work. The program encour
ages children to read from a wide 
selection of books. 

Voting will take place on Salt 
Spring because this year's annual 
banquet takes place in Kamloops 
and few locals are able to attend. 

All students from the local ele
mentary, middle and Fernwood 
schools as well as from Pender are 
encouraged to attend the formal 
vote starting at 12:30 p.m. 

At 1 p.m. members of the local 
lODE will present their annual 
book donation to SIMS, and at 
1:30 p.m. author Dayle Gaetz will 
speak to the students about the 
writing life. She was nominated 
for the Red Cedar Award last year. 

Adalian, like Bancroft, has 
become a true Stickland fan. 

"He's . a find for me. I just want 
to read more of his writing ... " 

Bancroft describes Stickland's 
writing in A Guide to Mourning as 
"extraordinary" and "intelligent." 

"One of the beauties (of his writ
ing) is that it can mean different 
things to different people." 

He concludes: "It really is an 
exceptionally well-written 
Canadian play." 

Bancroft cast the play in 
February. Some of the island's best 
known actors are in it. Besides 
Adalian, Cassidy, Wilkinson and 
Sintzel, there's Vaughn Fulford and 
Stewart Katz. 

Bancroft founded the theatre 
department at Malaspina in 1977 
and has been there ever since, 
describing the university college as 
a wonderful place to work. He has 
also been able to do freelance 
directing jobs during non-teaching 
periods. 

Stickland is playwright in resi
dence at Alberta Theatre Projects 
(ATP). 

He has written about 10 plays 
since 1984, including Some 
Assembly Required, which was a 
Governor General's Award finalist, 
the Hockey Pool, Dinner Party and 
Sitting on Paradise. 

A Guide to Mourning premiered 

at ATP in 1998, did a popular run 
at the Belfry in Victoria last year, 
and at Theatre Network in Alberta 
already this year. It has also been 
workshopped at MCC Theatre in 
New York City. 

Bancroft came to be guest direc
tor for A Guide to Mourning 
through his connections with 
Adalian and Graffiti co-director 
Mandy Spottiswoode. 

They had talked about Bancroft 
directing Quills last year, but he 
was unavailable then. Then they 
found A Guide to Mourning and 
were thrilled with the script. 

Bancroft, a Gabriola Island resi
dent for many years, now lives on 
his dream boat, a William Atkin
designed wooden schooner. In 
between rehearsals, he can be 
found on the boat marking his stu
dents ' year-end papers, or explor
ing Salt Spring on his bike. 

Having just finished an exhaust
ing original musical adaptation of 
a Brecht play, he finds his Graffiti 
job "a great breath of fresh air." 

"It's just a lot of fun to work 
with these people and do this 
play." 

A Guide to Mourning runs April 
27-29, and May 3-6 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets cost $13 on April 27 and 
May 3, and $16 otherwise. They're 
on sale through the ArtSpring box 
office, 537-2102. 

Graffiti Theatre presents ... 

GUide 

Bpm at Artspring • rldcels $16 at Artspring • Special ticket price $13 on April 27 & May 3 
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HE'S DEAD: The 
father of the family 
has died, and the sib
lings and mother are 
looking into the cas
ket. From left, James 
Wilkinson, Patrick 
Cassidy, Yvonne 
Adalian and Siobhan 
Sintzel are part of 
the cast of Graffiti 
Theatre's comedy 
called A Guide to 
Mourning. It opens 
at ArtSpring next 
week. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 
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Information centre show 
depicts kids' love of trees 

The Southwest Salt Spring Lands Fundraising and Information Centre 
above Barb's Buns and Mobile Market is benefiting from the creativity 
and intelligence of school children. 

This time it has taken the form of 10 paintings created by a Grade 3-4 
class at Salt Spring Centre School 

"Trees are the main beauty source of this island," said nine-year-old 
Alex Corley, one of two students selected to attend the centre while the 
paintings were hung Friday. 

Concerning Texada Land Corporation's (TLC) clear-cutting, Corley 
made it clear that he is not against logging. 

"But I don't like the idea of clear-cutting," said Corley. "Just cutting 
down trees here and there, I don't really mind." 

Eight-year-old Danica Lundy is concerned about the kind of trees that 
may be in jeopardy due to the logging. 

"There's Garry oaks in that area and they'r~-y~_ry -rare t~S!es," said ! 
Lundy. ~··· · 

She also is opposed to the number of trees that TLC is removing. 
"It's very important that trees are here because we breathe oxygen and 

they give us stuff that go into our bodies." 
Art teacher Sharada Filkow said the focus of the art project was to 

explore what the students love about trees. The class went out to play in 
the woods and sketch trees before completing the project back in the 
school room. 

Artist uses mind's eye 
in first solo .showing 

For her first solo show of watercolours, Jacqueline Hooker forgoes the 
·detailed images of Salt Spring's land and seascapes for a more impres
sionistic view of the island. 

Impressions of Salt Spring is now on at Sweet Arts Patisserie and Cafe 
and will continue until May 18. 

While an avid photographer, Hooker says her watercolour repertoire is 
never drawn from one particular image. 

"Many of the paintings I do are images from my memory and may 
not be of any particular place on the island. This makes it difficult to 
answer when people want to know the location of the image," the artist 
said. · 

A transplanted American who studied art at the University of 
California, Hooker arrived in Canada in 1972. She took painting work
shops while raising her two sons and working as a computer-software 
specialist. 

She came to Salt Spring in 1994 and co-owned and operated Parkside 
News and Island Books Plus before devoting herself fulltime to her 
painting. 

Hastings House 
RELAIS & CHATEAUX 

CJfJpnng cfine O(f}znzng 
Five Splendiq Courses only $75.00 
Gulf Island Residents $59.00 until May 31 

Diruier at 7:00, Cocktails at 6:00p.m. 
Reservati oris .250-537-2362 I 800-661-9255 
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TREE PAINTERS: Student 
Alex Corley and classroom 
teacher Mitchell Sherrin 
stand in front of paintings in 
a student art show focussing 
on trees, now on display at 
the Southwest Salt Spring 
Lands Fundraising and 
Information Centre. The art
work was created by eight- to 
1 0-year-olds under the guid
ance of art teacher Sharada 
Filkow at Salt Spring Centre 
School. 

Photo by Derrick Lundy 

SALE: ATTRACTIVE 
FAMILY HOME 
in Vesuvius on .81 acre. 

3 bdrm, including large master 
bedroom, 2 1/2 bath with 4 pc. 
ensuite. Sunny kitchen w/breakfast 
area. Separate dining room & lounge 
with cozy airtight fireplace, track & 
pot lights. Large deck, circular drive, 
double garage, separate fenced 
veggie garden. Walking distance to 2 
beaches. $235,000. 537-1206 

Starchoice 
Satellite TV 
Promotions 

NEW LOW PRICE 

from $299°0 

"Free equipment exchange of 
Expressview & Grey Market systems" 

- HDTV - DOLBY DIGITAL 
- $100.00 FREE PROGRAMMING 

- INTERNET - S. VIDEO 

0 Satellite TV 
0 Home Theatre 
0 Multi-Room Audio 
0 Automated Lighting 
0 Surveillance Systems 
0 Cable I Tel I Security 
TV's I VCR's I DVD's I HDTV 

Projectors I Plasma Screens 

(@uantum 
Systems Design Ltd. 

Custom Audio & Video 

537-9844 

HIGH TECH VEHICLES DESERVE HIGH TECH EQUIPMENT 
• state of the art laser alignment 

ACROSS 
1. Black widow's home 
4. Mauna_ 
7. Parrotfish milieu 

11. Range component 
13. Rita Hayworth film 
15. Patriot Nathan 
16. Violent anger 
17. Gun used to time 

fastballs 
18. " .. . pudding_ the 

eating" (2 wds.) 
19. Those in 

mid-proposal? 
21. _Carlo 
23. Speedy aircraft 
24. Positive reply 
25. Modernize 
26. Outcome 
27. Fax 
28. Ship's letters 

. 31. "Abraham, Martin 
and John" singer 

33. The King of Babalu 
34. Campus gp. 
35. Forest frond 
36. Blood channel 
37. Merely 
38. Arabic letters 
39. Uses a shovel 
40. Prudent 
41. "Come_My 

·House" 
42. Connecticut's Ivy 

League school 
43. Knots Landing role 
44. Reproduction 

45. _ Buddhism 
46. Roll of money 
49. Portly 
51. Delay 
5~. Airline offering 

sometimes 
54. The Main_ 
56. Miss Havisham, to 

Estella 
57. "Nothing can need 

_"(George 
Herbert) 

58. Eats 
59. Dancer's movement 
60. "_ fair in love and 

war" 
61. Magazine staffers: 

abbr. 
62. Alte 

DOWN 
1. Toils 
2. Cowgirl Dale 
3. Generate 
4. Falsifiers 
5. Automotive pioneer 
6. Birthplace of Oral 

Roberts 
7. Endangered animal, 

for short 
8. "It is the _, and 

Juliet the sun!" 
9. Writer Wiesel 

10. Boggy area 
12. Born, society-style 
13. Von Stroheim film 
14. Georgia's neighbor 

20. Singer Loretta 
22. Type of job 
25. E)reathers 
26. Geologic time 

divisions 
27. Twilled fabric 
28. Large coffeepots 
29. Shopper motivator 
30. Pen full of oink? 
31. Actor Jones 
32. The Joy of Cooking 

author Rombauer 
33. Antimacassar 
34. Shiny sandwich wrap 
35. Polly Holliday role 
36. Conformed 
40. Waste not, _ not 
42. One of "three little 

words" 
43. Sleeveless garments 
44. Nat King and Natalie 
45. Zip codes' 

predecessors 
46. "_ God I Were 

a Tender Apple 
Blossom" 

47. Hall played by 
Keaton 

48. Inhibit 
49. Directive to a broker 
50. Follow secretly 
51 . Hang fire 
52. Idea lacking 

substance 
53. Farm sound 
55. Voltaire's life 

Co{ourju{ t£aster 
!f{owers 
---ce&· 

rrufips • f£cuacforian 1\9ses • :Freesia 
• Orcliids • :Fragrant Li[ies & more 

WE DELIVEQ 

"flowers by Arran8ement" 
Beth Cherneff 537-9252 
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Spirit of Ray Newman 
alive at Moby's event Book Release 

& Signing It's been almost a year since Ray 
Newman died, but his memory 
returns to one of his old playing 
fields- Moby's- on Sunday. 

Ray Newman Night will feature 
Gary Lundy on piano, Ian Van 
Wyck on bass, Doug Rhodes on 
drums and Bonnie Sprinkle on 
horns. It will also include high
lights of family members and other 
friends, sharing stories and tunes. 

It runs from 8 to 11 p.m. 
According to his daughter Sue 

Newman, Ray had "two lifetimes 
of a musical life" - one in south
ern California where he and his 
wife Virginia began raising their 
young family, playing music and 
doing shows. 

Di sagree ing with the political 
climate of the U.S. brought them 
to Salt Spring 30 years ago, and a 
love for the history, people and 
environment kept them here. 

Music and kids seemed to propel 
them into a niche that was appreci
ated by many, with their early 
shows yi e lding "cas ts of thou
sands" as a testimony, says Sue. 

They nurtured interest in enter
tainment, extended fa milies and 
model airplanes , and both were 

Spring 
woods 
walk set 

Lantern-lit spring " woods 
walks" and the Hallowe'en 
lantern parade have become Salt 
Spring tradjtions, thanks to Wendi 
Gilson's Art and Garlic 
Productions. 

This year's Wild Wood Walk in 
Mouat' s Park is set for Sunday, 
April 30, with everyone meeting 
at the park maypole at 8 p.m. 

Gilson says that "stories, music 
and poetry loosely based around 
the themes of Robin Hood, the 
wild, wild wood and the tradition
al ri tes of spring" will be per
formed by different people as the 
parade makes its way through the 
park. 

The event is free. 
People can attend a lantern

making workshop on April 22. 
Call Gilson at 537-1541 to regis
ter. 

The following instructions pro
vided by Gilson could also be 
used. 

Materials needed are framing 
material (split bamboo, willow, 
wire), tissue paper, white glue, 
masking tape, hot glue, clothes
pins to use as clamps, strong, 
hardware cloth or chicken wire or 
a small tin can for candle holder, 
and a brush for glue. 

Instructions: 
Make a simple box lantern with a 

cross bar at the bottom for the can
dle holder or a more elaborate shape 
by making a one-dimensional struc
ture with your framing material and 
filling it out with circles. 

(To make a star, create two flat 
stars, then have it "pop out" by 
using short sticks at all the inside 
joints.) 

Pu t in your candle holder 
before you start the papering and 
make sure it is securely attached 
with at least four inches of space 
all around. 

Paint the frame with white glue 
watered dow n by half and place 
the tissue paper on in sections. As 
you work, paint the tissue paper 
with the white glue so that all the 
tissue paper is wet. 

Add pressed flow ers, leaves, 
nhntn~ P t r 

heavily involved with the local dis
armament group as well as other 
social and political issues. 

Sue says, "Whether it was writ
ing shows and music or playing 
them, entertaining was a lifestyle." 

Groups included Madness Inc., 
The Ray and Ginny Duo, Loyal 
Central S.S. Temperance and 
Dixieland Jazz Ensemble, Second 
Wind, the Ray and Gary Quartet, 
Active P.A.S .S. and the Newman 
Family Players, and they all let the 
Newman family and cohorts "do 
their thing." 

A memorial fund was set up in 
Newman's name , to be used in 
ushering others in the direction of 
their choice, and this year its first 
destination will be toward the 
purchase of new instruments for 
jazz music at Gulf Islands 
Secondary. 

People should be on the lookout 
for a CD called The Best of 
Second Wind, with sale proceeds 
going to the Ray Newman trust 
fund. 

Moby 's has kicked off the latest 
fund contribution with a donation 
of $200. Sue thanks everyone who 
supports the gift of music. 

Salt Spring Books 
(formerly Island Books Plus) 

Saturday April 22 
10:00 a.m. 

In a final attempt to ente r 
heaven he is donating profits 
from the sale of his book to 
the Alzheimer's Society on 
Salt Spring Island. 

Please indulge him! 

SPRING INVE 

featuring: Pacific 
~•ENERGY. 

'SAlT SPRING HOME 
'DESIGN CENTRE 
320 Upper Ganges Road at Robinson Rd. • 537·2111 
Mon. · Fri. 9am·5pm, Sat. 10 • 4 
ulsland Owned and Operated For Over 10 Years" 
* Limited stock for a limited time. 
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