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Ministry announces mediation 
By VALORIE LENNOX 
Driftwood Staff 

Islanders involved in the 
South"ern Gulf Islands Ferry 
Advisory Committee are adopting 
a wait-and-see attitude over two 
changes announced last week, one 
by the province and one by the 
ferry corporation. 

On Friday, B.C. Ferries presi
dent Tom Ward announced that 
the corporation would be split in 
two, with major routes like those 
linking Vancouver Island with the 
Lower Mainland forming one 
business unit, and minor routes, 
like those in the Gulf Islands, 
forming the second. 

"B.C. Ferries essentially runs 
two kinds of services,'' Ward 
noted in a memo announcing the 
change. Major traffic routes have 
high volume traffic while minor 
routes are focussed on serving 
island communities year-round, he 
summarized. 

He predicted splitting the ser
vices will allow each to be man
aged independently. Ward noted 
he is committed to cutting $15 
million from B.C. Ferries costs 
and increasing revenue by at least 
$10 million over the next four 
years. 

He also stressed the need for 
long-term and predictable finan
cial support from the provincial 
government 

The Gulf Islands will be part of 
the new inter-island services unit, 
to be headed by current vice-presi
dent for finance Glen Brown. The 
changes take effect January 8. 

McNair 
artwork 
on .front l,,f 

Salt Spring teen Kate 
McNair is the Driftwood's 
Christmas cover artist this 
year. 

The 16-year-old Gulf 
Islands Secondary School stu
d.ent produced the art that 
appears this week on Page 1. 
Her work was selected from a 
field of several dozen submis
sions by art students of teacher 
Sandra Locke. 

It's the second time 
McNair's work has appeared 
on the cover of the Driftwood's 
Christmas issue. The first time 
was two years ago. 

~ We live on the preuiest Island ~ 
with the neatest town -full of 
beautiful festive lights, carol 
music in the air, interesting 
shops, within walking distance ~ 
of banks, coffee shops, cafe, 
parking, friendly familiar 
smiling faces everywhere, pi!4S 

~ the opportunity for an "Ocean ~ 
Cruise" every time you leave the 
Island. So let's make 1998 the 
best year yet! 

MERRY QIRISTMAS 
to you and yours ~ 

MARY SMALL 
~ 537-5176 

~21 

"If this is a start of the rational
ization - the downsizing - of 
the ferry corporation management, 
I'm all for it," Drew Thorburn, 
chairman of the Salt Spring 
Advisory Transportation 
Committee, said Friday. 

Fellow committee member Ken 
Lee said be had been impressed by 
new president Ward. 

"If this is his idea, let's give it a 
chance. If it isn't his idea, it's re
arranging the deck chairs on the 
Titanic." 

A day earlier, Minister 
Responsible for B.C. Ferries Dan 
MiJier announced the appointment 
of Saturna resident John Fryer as a 
mediator to meet with island rep
resentatives from B.C. Ferries' 
advisory committees. 

Lee was surprised by the 
announcement, pointing out that 
the advisory groups had not real
ized they needed a mediator. 

"What's the purpose of a media
tor if we don't see ourselves in 
conflict?" be asked Friday, 
terming the move "the worst kind 
of political cop-out." 

Thorburn, who initially 
described the mediator's appoint
ment as Miller saving face, was 
among those who met with Fryer 
in Nanaimo S~turday. 
Approximately 30 representatives 
from different advisory groups 
were at the meeting. 

Also present was fellow Salt 
Spring transportation committee 
member Neville Atkinson, who 
chaired the meeting. Advisory 
committee members agreed at the 

outset that their most important 
objective was to force a retraction 
of the fare increases announced by 
the provincial government on 
November 14. 

"We were adamant that the fares 
had to be rolled back," Thorburn 
said~ 

Thorburn said Fryer's mandate 
appeared t~ be explaining the gov~ 
eroment position - the need for 
more money - to ferry users and 
to take the ferry users' position 
back to the government. . 

"He was there to tell the minis
ter what it was that we wanted and 
why we were angry," Thorburn 
said. 

He noted that advisory commit
tee members were angry because 
they had been asked for their input 
on fare increases and had strongly 
opposed them. 

The subsequent implementation 
of fare increases by the govern
ment destroyed the credibility of 
the advisory committee process, 
Thorburn pointed out. An adviso
ry committee whose advice is 
ignored is not functioning as an 
advisory committee, he explained. 

Instead of increasing fares, 
Thorburn suspects the ferry corpo
ration could increase revenue by 
improving services so more users 
take the ferry. Advisory committee 
members had planned another 
meeting for Monday in Vancouver 
but decided not to proceed until a 
response has been received from 
Miller. 

"The ball is in the minister's 
court," Thorburn concluded. 

CRD directors back 
Booth ferry motion 

Capital Regional District (CRD) • reinstate traditiomil subsidies to 
directors backed calls for subsidized the system following a complete 
ferry service and recognition of fer- overhaul of the corporate structure. 
ries as part of the provincial highway Directors also demanded that 
system Wednesday, unanimously B.C. Premier Glen Clark, Minister 
approving a motion by Salt Spring Responsible for B.C. Ferries Dan 
regional director Kellie Booth. Mille r and Finance Minister 

The motion noted that ferries are Andrew Petter meet immediately 
an integral part of the transportation with elected representatives from 
link and highways system within the communities served by B.C. Ferries 
province and called on the provin- to discuss the future direction of the 
cial government, the ferry corpora- government and the B.C. Ferry 
tion and communities connected by Corporation. 
ferry service to: Director Frank Leonard of 

• establish a meaningful consulta- Saanich noted the Association of 
tion process; Vancouver Island Municipalities 

• conduct an independent audit of (A VIM) l!ad approved a similar res-
the ferry corporation; olution as have the Comox-

• recognize the ferry system as the Strathcona and Campbell River 
provincial highway to each commu- regional districts. Leonard is the 
nity; CRD representative on the AVIM. 

Santa is pleased to 
announce the winners 

in Mouat's draw! 

1ST PRIZE- The Dinosaur 

Penny Dale 

3RD PRIZE- Dig a Dinosaur 

Kathy Hafting 

The Wildlife Centre 

537 0777 

Select the 
investment that's 

right for you! 
Call me Today! 

Martin Hoogerdyk CFP 

~•w 
Certified Financial PlannerT11 

537-1730 
!\!\! 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

__ _._,· . ~~ 

~~nv~ 
7i'/~R~ 

SCHIDULI & CHARftR 
SIAPLANIS 

We fly more oftbe Islands to 
Vancouver than atl)lonel 

Flights fro• $56+ GST 

DEPART , DEPART 
GANGES lVANCOUVER 

HARBOUR l AIRPORT 
8:00 am 1 9:00 am 
12 noon ~ 1 :00 pm 
3:00 pm ' 4:00 pm 

1·800-665-2359 
or 537-9359 

FOR RESERVATIONS 
OR OTHER INFORMATION 

Ganges Village Mall 

DA.ILY MONDAY 

BURGER NITEI PIZZA PARTY! 
1 med. Bacon Double 
Cheese Burger Pizzo FOR ONLY 

~~~ed. 2 Topping $16!~ 
PIZZO TAX 

2med. 
Canadian Pizzas or FOR ONLY 

~~n Veggie Pizzas $1695 
or 1 of each 7%1 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

RIB FEST! 
1 rock of BBQ Ribs 

PASTA NIGHT! 

sjO~ 
1 med. FOR ONLY 

~r~~n~~::a $1895 ~;:~~i, 
2 green salads 'ifl Fettuccini 
PLEASE NOTE WE Will BE CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY AND NEW YEAR'S EVE. 

We wish every one a very 

MERRY C HRisTMAS & H APPY NEw YEAR. 

Tide Tables 
AT FULFORD HARBOUR 

Pacific Standard Time - measured in feet 
sponsored by Harbours End Marine & Equipment Ltd. 
DEC 0240 8.4 28 0545 10.6 
24 0550 8.0 su 1000 9.3 
WE 1210 10.6 1415 10.4 

1955 4.1 2200 1.4 
25 0345 9.1 29 0620 10.9 
TH 0705 8.6 MO 1050 9.2 

1235 10.5 1455 10.3 
2025 3.3 2240 1.1 

26 0430 9.7 30 0655 11 .1 
FR 0810 9.0 TU 1140 9.1 

1305 10.4 1540 10.2 
2055 2.6 2320 1.0 

27 0510 10.2 31 0725 11.3 
SA 0910 9.2 WE 1230 8.9 

1340 10.4 1625 10.0 
2125 1.9 

:Merry Cliristmas to 5![[{! 
WE WILL BE CLOSED FROM 

DEC. 22 THRU JAN 4 
Re Opening Monday January 5th, 1998 

HARBOURS END MARINE & EQUIPMENT 
122 Upper Ganges Rd. at Mon.- Fri. 8:30 - 5:00 537 .4202 
the head of Ganges Harbour Sat. 9:00 • ·1 :00 · ... 
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Islanders protest ferry fares at 
Boston Tea Party styled event 
By VALORIE LENNOX 
Driftwood Staff 

It was co ld, it was wet but 
islanders still worked up a good 
head of steam Friday at the Salt 
Spring "tea party" protest over the 
hike in ferry fares. 

Despite chilly temperatures and 
steady rain, approximately 120 
islanders gathered at the Fulford 
ferry terminal for the protest, orga
nized by the Salt Spring Advisory 
Transportation Committee and the 
Salt Spring Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Handling the bullhorn was trans
portation committee member Ken 
Lee, resplendent in the 18th-century 
frock coat and tri -cornered hat 
which he donned for his role as 
Phineas Fulford, an import from the 
original Boston Tea Party on 
December 16, 1776. 

Obviously practised in protesting 
arbitrary regulations, he led the 
crowd in chants against "King Glen 
(Clark)" and "Lord (Dan) Miller." 

He also observed that the "time 
machine" which brought hi m to 
1997, disguised as Eric Booth's pig 
farm truck, made a mis-turn and 
originally dumped the travellers in 
the year 2001. By then, Lee-er 
Phineas said, only four people still 
rode the Gulf Islands ferry routes 
and B.C. Ferries, attempting to 
break even, had raised the fares to 
$250,000 per round trip for car and 
driver. 

Salt Spring's Raging Grannies 
continued the barbed tone of the 
protest with two numbers, Barnacle 
Dan the Pirate, aimed at Minister 
Responsible for B.C. Ferries Dan 
Miller, and My Daughter Lies Over 
the Ocean, the lament of a family 
divided by the high cost of ferry 

fares. 
Artist Robert Bateman said he 

believed islanders received wonder
ful service from the ferry staff but he 
said the protest was directed against 
the management and the govern
ment's mistaken priorities. The ferry 
system is part of the province's 
transportation system, he said, a 
position stressed by signs and many 
of the speakers. 

Salt Spring Trust Committee 
member David Borrowman said the 
ferry corporation's plans would 
transform Fulford, extending the ter
minal parking lot all the way up the 
Fulford bill. He also praised the 
work and expertise of the Southern 
Gulf Islands Ferry Advisory 
Committee. 

"You need to have your ferries 
serve you at reasonable cost," said 
Doug Symonds, ferry critic for the 
LiberaJ opposition. 

He called for an audit of B.C. 
Ferries as a way to get the ferry cor
poration on a strong fiscal footing. 

He pointed out the government is 
using B.C. Ferries as a way to try 
and build ferries for worldwide 
sales. 

Symonds also criticized the tim
ing of the fare increase, announced 
November 14, noting that the Gulf 
Islands ferry advisory committee 
was close to making its final recom
mendation on ferry service when the 
increase was announced. 

Paul Reitsman, Liberal deputy 
critic for small business, tourism 
and culture, arrived on the 1:15 p.m. 
sailing from Swartz Bay in time to 
speak to the protesters. He noted 
that mile zero of the Trans Canada 
Highway still starts at Beacon Hill 
Park in Victoria, proving the ferries 
are part of the transportation net-

· work. 
He also criticized the previous 

day's announcement that John Fryer 
had been appointed as a mediator 
between ferries advisory groups and 
Miller. "John Fryer's appointment 
has the same credibility and useful
ness as asking Colonel Saunders to 
be speaker at a chicken convention," 
he said. 

Salt Spring regional director 
Kellie Booth raised three points. She 
noted B.C. Premier Glen Clark 
argues for equality for all provinces 
when dealing with the federal gov
ernment but does not offer the same 
equality when banding out subsidies 
to transportation systems. She cited 
the high financial support given by 
the province to public transit. 

The uncertainty over government 
subsidization of B.C. Ferries is 
harming the economic base of 
coastal communities, she said. 

She also questioned Fryer's 
appointment, noting that both sides 
of a dispute usually agree on media
tion and on a mediator but in this 
case, both were chosen by the gov
ernment. 

Salt Spring Chamber manager 
Melva Geldreich called for a B.C. 
Ferries audit and a reversal of the 
fare increase, noting "transportation 
costs for islanders have increased 
without a clear explanation as to 
why the corporation has managed to 
get itself into this grave financial sit
uation." 

The highlight of the protest was 
reached as the Skeena Queen turned 
into the terminal, at which point 
"Phineas," shouting the historic "no 
taxation without representation," led 
the protesters to the dock and tossed 
a case of "tea" - environmentally
sound leaves - into the harbour. 

TEA TOSSING: Islanders 
o bjecting t o fe rry f are 
increases drew on the leg
endary Bost on Tea Party of 
221 years ago as inspi ration 
f or Salt Spring's demonstra
tion Friday. Backed by pro
testers, Phineas Fulford (aka 
Salt Spring Advisory 
Transportatio n Committee 
member Ken Lee) prepares to 
hurl a case of "tea" off the 
Fulford t erminal ramp. 

Pho10 by v.~or .. Ltnno>< 
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Miller 
relents 
on fares 

B.C. Ferrin rolled back the 
price of commuter tickets Tuesday 
on small Inter-island routes, 
includin& the Gulf I.slands, to the 
ratc!l in effect before th~ 
November 14 price increase. 

Dan Miller, minister responsible 
for B.C. Ferries, also announced a 
fteeze 04 rates effective for aU of 
1998. He said the decision was 
prompted by r~comrnendations 
from mediator John Fryer. follow· 
lng a mectin&& with B.C. Ferries 
advisory group members Saturday. 

The roll-back applies ooly to 
commuter ticket'!. Fue in¥reases 
on individually purchased ticket$ 
still apply. Miller said tho roll-back 
would mitigate the impact of the 
fare increases on Jslan<l residents 
who must rcplarly UK ferries. 

Drlftnet is 
the online 

version of the 
Driftwood! 

Check It out at 
http://www.gulflslands.net 

VIEW residence approx. 2500 sq. ft . living; 2 bdrms., 2 
bthrms., den/office area; ground floor with VIEW inlaw/guest 
suite, bdrm. kit., bthrm., living & laundry; SHORELINE acces· 
sible, MOORAGE by buoy or SAILING CLUB within yards; 
GOOD VALUE FOR PERSONAL or INVESTMENT: . ,. 
OFFERED @ $329,000 

. . . . ... . ..................................... ................. . • Wrilimere SALT SPRING REALTY 
(250) 537-5515 Ho Ho ... J have_ other 
1_800_

53 7 _4905 
waterfronts avazlable. 

1101 • 149 Fulford Ganges Road, GIL MOUAT 
Salt Island, B.C. V8K 2T9 537-4900 24 HRS. 

DEC. 27- 31 

OFF 
All G4 ~ r:t ~ Stc4. 

SAL T S PRING 

S9APW61\K~ 
Mouat's Dockside • Tel 537-2701 

http://www.gulfislancis.net
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Tug-of-war for Jesus 
Seventeen-month-old Abby O'Donnell grabs baby Jesus from 
the manger at a Salt Spring churches' Christmas pageant held 
Sunday evening at the Baptist Church. Joseph, Aaro n Kyle, 
wants Jesus back in t he manger, and a tug-of-war occurs in 
front of much laughter from the audience. Ultimately, Abby 
landed on her back, sti ll clutching Jesus, and calling for her 
mother. Pl>o!ObyOtrrl(lctundy 

Legalities prevent Trust 
from acting on garbage 

Garbage issues are piling up for Salt SpringTrust Committee members 
but a legal tangle is preventing them from taking action. 

Islands Trustee David Borrowman said complaints have been received 
about transfer stations operating off Blackburn Road and Lee's Hill. 

Legal action initiated over the Blackburn Road operation, which is in a 
watershed, has now been suspended on the advice of Trust lawyers. 

As a result, Borrowman said trustees feel it is difficult to act on a com
plaint about a second garbage operation in the south end. 

"The problem we face is treating all of them equally," be said. 
He feels it is clear that the island does need a transfer station for 

garbage. "We are working actively with the Capital Regional District to 
identify properties on which a transfer station could operate," 
Borrowman said. 

If a .suitable site is found, he suggested, it could be shared by any 
garbage operation on the island. 

GIANT 
BOXING DAY 

·SALE 

25°/ooFF 
Books and Calendars 

(in stock) 
. llf"" .... -... "•• ~ .. ,,{' 
; 1 Island 
11 I~ooks \ 
; ~ Plus ! 
:~ I 

1-<' 

NEWS BEAT GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

Final1997 CRD grants allocated 
The remaining Capital Regional 

District (CRD) grants-in-aid for 
1997, totalling $23,500, were . 
approved at last Wednesday's 
board meeting. 

The Gulf Islands Community 
Arts Council was given $5,000 
for the purchase of chairs which 
will form part of a community 
chair inventory for arts, cultural 
and community events held in 
Mahon Hall and other island loca
tions. 

The Salt Spring Island Amateur 
Radio Society received $8,500 for 
the purchase of communications 
equipment which will be used in 

three emergency reception centres 
in island schools. Some of the 
money will also pay for modifica
tions and enhancements to the 
communications system at the 
Salt Sprin.g Island emergency 
operations centre. 

For the Salt Spring Island 
Search and Rescue Society, 
$5,000 has been allocated for the 
purchase of communications, 
climbing and safety equipment. 

The remaining $5,000 was allo
cated through recommendations 
from the Salt Spring Island Parks, 
Arts and Recreation Commission. 

These included $1,000 to the 

Salt Spring Island Skateboarders 
Association towards construction 
of a mini-ramp; $2,000 to replace 
and renew sports equipment for 
the Salt Spring Track and Field 
Club; $500 to the Fulford School 
Parents Advisory Council to assist 
with extraordinary transportation 
costs for th.e students' annual 
swimming program; and $1,500 
to the 1slands Farmers Institute 
towards a new poultry building. 

Grant applications for 1988 will 
be considered by the grants com
mittee e.arly in the new year, Salt 
Spring regional director Kellie 
Booth said. 

"flowers 

l9-ver lhe past year we 
have had the privile8e to serve 
many new and o ld friends. 

Your lhou8hts and wishes, your 
passions and deli8ht£ are the 
special sentiments we translate 
into our floral desi8ns. 

A 
by " 

rrangement 
5etb Cbemeff 

537-9252 

Peter Lamb Anne Watson 

~nkyouand 
feliz Navidad 

Merry Christmas to you all! 

"Arnie" 

GULF ISlANDS REALlY LTD. 
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Island youth mourning his loss 
after $5,000 racing bike stolen 
A Christmas Grinch entered a 

Mobrae Avenue carport Sunday 
night and stole the pride and 
joy of a 14-year-old island 
youth. 

Garrett Rice and his sister 
spent Monday searching the 
island for a sign of his bright 
red 1994 Honda 125 moto cross 
racing bike. 

The bike, which cannot be 
insured, is worth about $5,000. 

"He is absolutely devastat-

ed,'' said Garrett's father, Peter 
Rice. 

Rice told the Driftwood his 
son bought the bike from the 
Spencer family last Christmas 
and completely rebuilt it- "he 
knows every single nut and bolt 
on that bike." 

Recently, he spent a $200 
Christmas gift to put a new 
chain and sprockets on the bike. 

" It bas been a rite of passage 
for him," Rice said. "It has 

turned him from a boy into a 
man.'' 

After rebuilding the bike, 
Garrett spent the summer par
ticipating in Vancouver Island 
Moto Cross Association races, 
placing seventh out of 21 
youths in his category. 

Rice says the bike should be 
easy to spot if it is still on the 
island. I t has the number 55 
painted in bright red in three 
different spots. 

Grinches steal Santas 
~ ~~U!iUU~!i ~ 

~r.rrtiugs ., 
It won't be hard for St. ~ick to 

determine who's naughty and nice 
among the group of thieves that stole 
two decorative Santas this weekend. 

Swanson Road resident Barbara 
Pellerin said her three-foot tall, red and 
white Santa disappeared from her 
flower bed beside the house for the 
first time last week. 

lt was recovered by local police 
from the roof-top of Gulf Islands 
Secondary School where a Ouistmas 
scene made from stolen items had 
been created. 

When Pellerin went to the high 
school to retrieve the Santa, she says, 
the students shouted "where are you 
going with our Santa?'' 

Pellerin says she would have gladly 
lent it to them for a few.days if they 
bad asked to bonow it 

Santa was put back in the garden, 
but on Saturday night the PeUerins 
heard a car and kids outside her home 
during the night, and knew exactly 
what had once again been stolen. 

The thief also "stomped the shit" out 
of the Pellerins flower garden with its 

Mirror 
taken 

The Community Centre wants its 
mirror back. ' 

Salt Spring Community Services 
was the target of a thkf last 
Thursday night when a large mirror 
was taken from its driveway on 
Ganges Hill. 

The mirror was placed on a blind 
comer as an aid to motorists entering 
or exiting the centre's parking lot. 

Executive director Jane Parlee 
said the mirror, which measures 
three to four feet across, is worth 
about $300. She said if the thief 
returns the mirror by leaving it at the 
back door, no questions will be 
asked. 

F I .R E 
CALLS 

Santa doesn't like to be singed, 
so Salt Spring fire chief Les Wagg 
is warning islanders to keep their 
chimneys clean following two 
chimney fires last week. 

Firefighters were called to a 
chimney fire on Quarry Drive at 
10:43 a.m. Friday and to another 
chimney fire on Seaview Avenue 
at 9:05 a.m. Monday. There was 
no damage from either fire. 

Wagg also warns people to be 
cautious about burning Christmas 
wrapping paper in wood stoves or 
fireplaces. 

800 bulbs in "their size 10-11 boots." 
The Pellerins had lent out an identi

cal Santa Oause to a single mother and 
one-year-old child on Rainbow Road. 
It was also stolen, this time ripped in 
half with the stomach, light and exten
sion cord still left on the deck. 

"I t really makes me wonder," 
Pellerin says. "They were there for 
everyone on the block to enjoy." 

from all the staff at 

~ SALlY SPRINGS ~ 
SPA RESORT 

'1/'-...t 
CAll US ABOUf OUR 

Spa packages, 
Aromatherapy Massages, 

Herbal Wraps, 
Romantic Getaways, 

Islander's special rates. 

't!!.t 
Watch for the 

grand opening of our 
~ NEW facility in 1998! 

CAU. 537-4111 
for details 

. .... ........ ... ... ... . ........ ... .. ......... .•......... ... .......•... . • . . . . 

#2-111 Robinson Rd. 537-2876 

Now have gift certificates to fill those 
hard to find stocking stuffers. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
to all our valued customers . . 

from Susan, Patrick & Richie : 

THE TREAD SHED TIRE SALE EXTENDED TILL DEC. 31/97 

BRIAN LERCHER 
Barrister & Solicitor 

Assault nets $300 fine 
A 25-year-old former island 

man was fined $300 after being 
found guilty of assau lting a 
police officer. 

Joh n Bruce Quesnel of 
Victoria pleaded not guilty to 
the offence which occurred 
January 6 at the Harbour House 
Hotel. 

His trial took place at 
. Western Communities 

Provincial Court on December 
18. 

The offence occurred when 
Ganges RCMP were called to 
ass ist the B .C . Ambu lance 
Se rvice with a report of an 
unconscious ma n at the 
Harbour House Hotel at 
approximately 1:45 a.m. 

When pol.ice and ambulance 
personnel arrived, pol ice say 
the man became extremely 
combative and increasingly vio
lent. He eventually spat at one 
of the police officers. · 

13c5f Wifhts fortli/f 
J-lolidalf feason 
and a jJTOf/JfTOUf 

j/euJ ljeat 
from 'JO"rfriends 

I ~ 

HARBOUR AIR SEAPLANES 
537·5525 

1•800•665•0212 
"Your local airline for over 14 years". 

~l\rgeants 
"Free - Milk - For - A - Y ear!"™ 

SAVE RECEIPTS • EARN FREE MILK! ALL IN·STORE & GAS PURCHASES COUNT! NOT A CONTEST. EVERYONE CAN QUALIFY 

l'](::rcaf\'\\~ FREE PIZZA! (OPEN xMAs & BOXING DAY tOAM- 6PM> ld REDEEM GAS RECEIPTS FOR FREE GO~.~~.::.~~~;~~~~:.~:::~.:;.~~. ?.~!~!:s & FREE RECEIPT·SAVER ENVELOPE! 

~ aEJ •• Sargeant's MercanWe (Fernwood) I.tmtted, 321. Fernwood Road, Phone 537·2451 
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Honouring the solstice 
Anastacia Wilde, left, and Diana Lindley carry all life as they participate in a solstice wa lk 
a prayer flag of world unity which recognizes from Fulford to Vesuvius on Sunday. 

Plloto by O.,r11ck Lundy 

Salt Spring writer acquiring fame 
for book self-published last year 

Between promotional talk 
shows and a trip abroad, a Salt 
Spring writer has had an "awe
some year" following publication 
of her book last December. 

Sheri Nielson's self-published 
Everybody's Foodsafe Kitchen 
now has sales in England, 
Scotland, Ireland , Australia, 
South Africa, almost all of the 
Amedcan states and across 
Canada. 

"I truly believe this book is 
going to end up in everybody's 
kitchen right next to the Joy of 
Cooking," Nielson says. 

This year, she adds, "We man
aged to get accepted in 29 
Chapter's Stores across Canada 
and they act as order centres for 
Coles and Smithbooks, so people 
in {110St large centres have access 
to the book." 

Everybody's Foodsafe Kitchen, 
available in many island stores, 
retails for $15.95 here, and $18 
elsewhere. The book is a step-by
step guide to the safe preparation 
of food. 

"We've had an awesome year," 
says Nielson. 

Part of the " awesome" has 
included te levi sion and radio 
appearances, a le tter from 
American President Bill Clinton, 
plus a trip to the United K-ingdom 
with Everybody's Kitchen 
Ventures Ltd. 's marketing direc
tor, Rich Bahry, last May. 

While in the UK - which, she 
notes, has had several serious 
food-borne illness outbreaks in 
the past year - Nielson taped a 
BBC Radio Scotland interview 
which aired in June. 

"They talked about doing a live 
call-in show which would have 

~~u; 
for 20 of service! 

MELANIE GAINES, 
From the Board of Trustees 
and the Administration of 

School District #64 

had me trying to understand ques
tions from people with Scottish 
accents at around 2 a.m. our 
time," sbe says. "I'll tackle that 
one in the new year when we start 
the next phase of our marketing 
effort in the UK." 

Nielson appeared last year as a 
keynote speaker for severa l 
British Columbia associations, 
and two national conventions. She 
has also appeared as a guest on 
several radio shows. 

"The call-in ones have had the 
lines jammed which is a good 
sign of interest." 

Lately, she adds, many people 
have expressed interest in the safe 
preparation of Christmas dinners. 
Today (Wednesday), she is sched
uled for a live call-in show in 
Halifax. 

"I get to do that at 4 a.m. our 
time." 

Nielson's first live call-in tele
vision appearance occurred in 

August when she was seen on the 
"nerve-racking but fun" Tyabji 
Show. 

Last June, Nielson and Bahry 
were accepted as presenters at the 
Food Safety Education 
Conference in Washington, D.C. 
sponsored under Clinton's Food 
Safety Initi ative and at which 
Hillary Clinton was one of the 
speakers. 

"I signed a book to her and the 
President and gave it to the secret 
service agents," Nielson says. "I 
guess they passed it on to her 
because about two weeks later I 
got a letter from the White House 
with thanks and best wishes, 
signed by Bill Clinton himself." 

In the upcoming year, Nielson 
says, her company will be moving 
its marketing focus to the United 
States. It has recently signed up 
with Amazon Books on the 
Internet and is building a "world 
class" web site. 

for over 11 years now 

Shell Canada 
has helped bring the Christmas Ship. 

to the islands by generously donating 
over 5000 gallons of fuel. 

We would just like to say 

THANK YOU! 
Bellingham and 

Salt Spring Lions Club 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

from 

The Haircutting Place 
May the hair be with you at this special time 

and in the coming year 

Christmas 
fortlie 
Is[and 

DECEMBER24 
St, Mary's, Fulford at 6 pm 
All Saints', Ganges at 8 pm 
St. Mark's, Central at 11 pm 

DECEMBER25 
All Saints', Ganges at lOam 

Jlt.[[ Saints', St. Marts ana St. Mary's are 
Cliristian Cliurclies of tlie .'JI.n.g[ican fJ'raaition 

Wur prescription for a happy holiday season 

includes generous measures of goodwill and 

cheer along with a healthy dose 

of gratitude from us. We're really thankful for 

your confidence and support. 
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Take a dip in Salt Spring's 'Hawaiian' waters 
If you co uldn ' t get ai rline 

tickets to Hawaii this winter, 
fret not --:- Hawaii is coming to 
Salt Spring January 1. 

Give thanks to El Nino and 
the local Chamber of 
Commerce, which is sponsoring 
the 19th annual Vesuvius Bay 
Polar Bear Swim on New 
Year's Day. 

Jan McPherson, Me lva 
Geldreich and their helpers 
have planned an event-filled, 
Hawaiian-themed day. First off 
they enticed Arthur Black to 
provide an El Nino " diatribe" 
on the beach and propel the 
polar bears into the water with 
the "countdown to splash
down." 

Then th ey organized a 
pineapple pancake brunch at 
Beachcomber Motel at 770 
Vesuvius Bay Road, with fruit 
punch, hot chocolate and Salt 
Spring Roasting Company's 
special El Nino Blend coffee. 

They are also sending every
one deep into closets to find 
"their most wildly vivacious 
Hawaiian shirt .. " If it has been 
sitting there untouched for 
years, "now is the time to wear 
it," says McPherson. 

And since the resulting 
brightness could hurt the eyes 
or cause sunburn from the 
reflection, Geldreich advises 
sunglasses and UV-45-rated 
suntan lotion will be in order. 

The water is f ive degrees 
warmer than usual, they note. 
Swimmers are encouraged to 
find the pelican colony off 
Vesuvius Point, or seek out the 
marlin and sunfish rumoured to 
be cruising around the island's 
western shores. 

Another rumour is that Don 
Ho will make an appearance, 
and that a hot tub might be 

available fo r post-swim relax
ation. · 

If the chance to dress up 
funny and prove the Gulf 
Islands are really the Hawaiian 
Islands of Canada is not enough 
to get people out on New Year's 
Day, then the Mount Tuam-high 
pile of prizes should do the 
trick. · 

Merchant support for the 
polar bear swim gets stronger 
each year, and there is more 
children's prizes this year, 
including a child's photo album 
from West of the Moon and gift 
certificates from Kings Lan e 
Recreation. 

The Mouat's stores, Flowers 
and Wine, Kanaka Restaurant, 
D ares to be Different 
Restaurant, Imagen 
Communications, Thrifty 
Foods, The Wine Ce llar, 
Vesuvius Inn , Westel 
Communications and the Wine 
Cellar are a few of prize 

donors. 
There will be prizes for the 

best male and female in 
Hawa i ian dress, the oldest, 
youngest, first in, last out, best 
Outer Islands resident entry, 
best shiverer, best dancer "and 
anything else we can think of." 

The brunch begins at 11 a.m. 
at the motel. At 12:15 p.m. the 
bathers will form a parade 
walking from the Beachcomber 
to Vesuvius Bay. The deep 
plunge takes place at 12:30. 
After the swim, people will 
return to the Beachcomber to 
change, warm up with a hot 
drink and collect their prizes. 

Island Paddlers and Coast 
Guard will also be part of the 
fun, and any boaters are wel
come to spectate from off
shore. 

•<Too Cool" polar bear swim 
t-shirts are also available from 
the Chamber of Commerce 
office for $8. 

EL NINO GIRLS: If t his picture 
was in co lour, our readers 
wou ld need sunglasses. But 
accord ing t o Polar Bear Swim 
organizers Jan McPherson, left, 
and Melva Geldreich, who are 
holding a souvenir swim t-shirt, 
islanders should bring t heir 
shades and loudest Hawaiian 
shi rts and costumes to the 
January 1 event at Vesuvius 
Beach. This year's swim has a 
Hawaiian theme, thanks to the 
balmy blessings of El Nino. 

Photo by Gall Sjuberg 

DOROTHY KYLE 
Best Wishes from the 

Board of Trustees and the 
Administration of 
School District #64 

on your Retirement! 

&rY 
Ql GONG THERAPY 

With SHERAB CHANG 
For Information/Appointment Call 

(250) 653-9609 

INITIAL SESSION FREE 

A SPECIAL PLACE ON THE WATERFRONT 

This almost· new private and sunn1,1 waterfront home has been 
beoutifull1,1 sited to enjo1,1 the wonderful views down Sonsum 
Narrows. From the moment I,JOU enter the home 'till the moment 
you shut your eyes. the view surrounds you. 

This home has been very well built and features hardwood 
floors, skylights. floor to ceiling windows, generous sized main 
bedroom, luxurious bathroom and a worm woodstove. 

Early CRD budget hikes taxes 
There is a well protected deck to enjoy the outdoors or for eat

Ing breakfast, lunch, dinner and entertaining friends. 

. Asking $479,000 MLS 
The 1998 provision budget and 

a host of appointments to Salt 
Spring committees were both 
approved at last Wednesday's 
Capital Regional District (CRD) 
board meeting. 

The provisional budget for the 
entire CRD is up 4.39 per cent, to 
$57.6 million from $55.2 million 
in 1997. 

If approved in its present form, 
the provisional budget would 
bump the tax requisition from 
Salt Spring by 4.99 per cent to 
$1.58 million from $1.51 million 
in 1997. The increase in taxes for 
an average residential property is 
projected at $13. 

On the Outer Gulf Islands, this 
budget would increase the requi
sition by 4.18 per cent to 
$910,957 from the 1997 requisi
tion of $874,405. That would add 
$5.74 to the tax bill of the aver
age residential property. 

However, approval of the pro
visional budget is just the first 
step in the CRD budget process. 
The budget has yet to be dis
cussed by directors and changes 
are likely before it receives final 
approval next spring. 

Also at the CRD meeting: 
• Bill Puckering, Dave Howell 

and Jim Helsel were appointed to 
the Salt Spring Island Liquid 
Waste Dis posal Local Services 
Committee. 

Re-appointed to the 
Fernwood Water Local Services 
Committee were Dr. Ladishav 

Antonik, Robert Trump and 
David Spencer. 

• Pat McGee was appointed to 
the Salt Spring Island Emergency 
Services Commission as a repre
sentative of the Search and 

Rescue Society. His term expires 
October 31, 1999. 

Donald Archer, Bill 
Puckering and Tom Toynbee 
were re-appointed to the Ganges 
Sewer Local Services Committee. 

Invest In BC 
AndAdd75% 
ToYourRRSP 
Tax Savings* 

Find out how at a FREE SEMINAR 
with Ann Grainger, Working Opportunity Fund 

and Carol Burbidge, Investment Advisor . 
at ISLAND SAVINGS 

Wednesday, January 7, 1998 
Noon or 7:00pm 

Seating is limited, so reserve early. Cal1537-8868. 
Refreshments will be served 

HENRI PROCTER 
537-5577 (off) 

ISlANDS REALlY LID 
163 Fulford-Gaftgu Rd., Salt Sprl~~g lslond, B.C. VBK m 
Phon•: 537-5577 Fox 537-5576 

For every dollar invested 
you wnl receive: 

1 sc 
Provio<ial 

Tax Credil 
1 sc 

Fed~rol 
Tax Credit 

40C 
Approximate 

Tax Saving 
wilh RRSP 
conlribulion * 

30C 
Net Cost of lnveslment 
alter above Tax Savings* 

WOF 
*Based 00 0 subsa1ltion of $3,500 by 0 quolivi¥J 8( resident wiJb 1997 1llxlille irKOOle ol owroximotely $35,000. The eqliloleot 
1o10l10X ~ per ddior illYesled ore ~oxirootett 56< oo IOxoble iocomes ol $15,000 cnl opproxinotely 7 6< oo toxobht il<omes of 
$60,(XX). Note: Amoulls wilhlrown ITool on RRSP ore roxoble when wirhdrnwn. This odvermement ~ nolo solidtotion 01 on offer to sell 
seruri!ies of Worung Opporn.jry Fvnd ([V(() ltd. The offer is mode solely by o prospedUS wtlidl conlllils full detois of the olferi!J. 

WORKING 
OPPORTUNITY 

FUND 

PACKAGE STAM PS SPEC IAL 

10 X 45< = $4.28 pk I 25 X 45C = ~0.68 pk W~~KlY lOW CO~T ~P~CIAI5 VIDEO RENTAL SPECIAL 

99( -1.99- 2.99 OUR POST OFFICE IS ALWAYS OPEN! 
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OPINION 
GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Miller finds 
a smoke screen 

Maybe it 's the downsized 90s version of a royal commission, a 
favourite ploy of governments faced with sticky questions best 

deferred. 
That's the only logical explanation for Thursday's highly political 

appointment of mediator John Fryer to deal with those citizens 
protesting last month's increase in ferry fares. 

What needed mediating? The government made a decision. 
Significant numbers of the governed objected to that decision. As 
unhappy governed folk are wont to do, they made their objections • 
known. Some passed motions of censure while others painted signs 
and wrote songs and took their protest to ferry terminals and to the 
stairs of the provincial legislature, garnering a certain amount of press 
and air time in the process. 

Surely Dan Miller, the minister who appointed the mediator, has 
heard of this concept before. It 's called democracy and is based on 
the notion that the government is, above all, a servant of the governed 
and therefore open to censure for mistakes. 

So why did Miller call in a mediator? A mediator is someone both 
sides in a dispute call in to help facilitate communication when talks 
breakdown. 

But the islanders upset about fare increases were communicating 
just fine. Some were downright eloquent, outlining the impact of the 
increases on small ferries-dependent communities. Others were witty, 
producing the kind of sound bites and photo ops that make govern
ments squirm. 

Likewise, those volunteers on B.C. Ferries advisory committees 
who withdrew their services to protest the fare hike also clearly stated 
why they were taking that action: by ignoring their advice, the gov
ernment had undercut the credibility of their advisory role. No lack of 
communication there. 

Miller himself was communicating fluently, although his admission 
to media that he would not give in to islanders just before meeting 
with said islanders was, perhaps, better left unsaid. 

The choice of John Fryer as mediator has its merits. He knows gov
ernment, having headed the B.C. Government & Service Employees 
Union before his retirement. He also knows islands and their associ
ated transportation challenges, being a resident of Satuma. 

But again we have to ask: why a mediator? 
The word from a meeting including islanders and the mediator on 

Saturday is that Fryer's job is to explain the government position to 
islan'd protesters, find out why islanders are unhappy and relay that 
information back to Miller. 

If Miller had listened to the advisory group recommendations in 
October, to the advisory committee representatives at their December 
3 meeting in his office and to the protesters outside his office 
December 9, he wouldn't need Fryer. 

He would know why islanders and advisory group members were 
upset by the second set of ferry fare increases in a year, increases 
arbitrarily approved by government despite the ongoing efforts of the 
advisory groups to find other solutions for B.C. Ferries' sinking 
finances. 

Appointing Fryer is nothing more than a smoke screen for Miller's 
own inability to communicate effectively with ferry users. Nothing 
illustrates the lack of government consultation more clearly than the 
appointment itself: suddenly, ferry advisory committee members who 
had already delivered their message to Miller discovered they had 
been booked by government into a meeting with a mediator. 

The move has given Miller a way to sidestep the ferry issue, at least 
for a few days. It's in mediation, he can say - and did say when 
asked if the government planned to roll back the fare increases. This 
is typical of a real 90s phenomenon: the paucity of leadership at all 
levels of government. 

But Miller can' t hide behind a mediator forever. He's called the 
tune and sooner or later, he will have to face the music. 

Community spirit 
W e hope the provincial government admires Salt Spring's transi

tion house as much as we do. Drawing on a tradition of island 
community spirit, the house has operated since June 1995 on a mix of 
donations, volunteer help and the occasional government grant. 

A new initiative is the opening of a thrift shop to provide ongoing 
funding for the facility. 

We hope the government's $80,000 grant, announced last week, 
means permanent funding won't be far behind. 

But we also hope the initiative shown so far continues, as a model 
of islanders helping each other. 

SO, n.IE CONCWSION OF YOUR 
S .. YEAR STUDY JS THAT 

WE'VE BEEN DOING IT RlGHT 
ALL AlONG ? 

P~IFrwo<\ 1' 

One true call of Christmas is 
'song of dedication to Greater' 

BySHERAB Greater is there. Then I have the 
I call this Ramblings of a 

Buddhist at Christmas Time. 
I used this title to attract atten

tion, not because I wanted to label 
myself or expound any great undis· 
covered wisdom, but more as an 

VIEW 
POINT 

opportunity to act out of wisdom 
rather than just reacting from a con
ditioning that has existed for God 
knows how long. 

exercise in piecing my own unique puzzle together to 
rediscover the context of Oui.stmas and in the process 
share what little I have learned with someone else. 

Christmas is an odd time here in an environment 
where it is becoming incorrect to sing devotional car~ 
ols to the greatness of Christ. Sure it's excusable to lis
ten to the Messiah on the radio under the pretense that 
it is nice music, and it 's okay to teach our children 
Away in a Manger because we learned it ourselves as 
kids, but it is not popular to believe the story of Christ. 

When I met my guru, I asked him about the con
nectedness of the teachings of Christ and the teachings 
of Buddhism. He couldn' t answer 
my question the way I hoped he 
would because he had insufficient 
knowledge of Christianity to dis-

When one dedicates an action, it 
no longer becomes part of the sel£ 

It becomes detached from the usual self-consumed 
nature that imprisons us in our own egos. There is 
freedom in dedication that exists nowhere else. I don't 
refer to surface religiousness that builds the ego by 
congratulating itself on its beautiful piety. That is onJy 
more ignorance. I am talking about intention, with 
acknowledgment of present imperfections. I am talk
ing about taking refuge in that which is Greater and 
letting it become our teacher and guide. 

Many people in our culture fear the word "guru." 
But the meaning of guru is "the one who removes the 
darkness." The darkness of our deluded selfish nature, 

the weUspring of sin that keeps us 
firmly trapped within a prison we 
may not even be aware of as exist
ing. The guru of Christmas in our 

cuss it. However, be told me that 
everyone must find their own way. With selfless 

culture is Christ and if the veil of 
darkness can be removed, then 
under it is unchanging purity of 
light Our own light is God's ligllt: 

Find their own way? To what? 
Why go to church? Why pursue any 
spiritual path at all? To answer these 
questions one only needs to exam
ine themselves at Christmas time. 

intention take 
refuge in Our spirit which cries out for union 

with God. compassion ... Yes, we do need to be saved 
Whether we are religious or not, 

why do we attach so much impor· 
tance to the season? Why is this 
season so discouraging for so many 
people? Isn ' t it because their past experience has 
taught them that the surface layers of Christmas cele
brations alone do not give them what they really want; 
the longing we all have to connect with something 
which is meaningful, whether it be the love of the 
Divine or family and friends? 

It is the voice of compassion that calls to us all. This 
is the one true song of Christmas. It soars clear and 
strong but only to those with the humility to listen. It is 
a song of dedication to the Greater; dedication to com
passion. 

It is easy to speak of these things but difficult to live 
them. Be that as it may, within my own imperfections 
I can still choose to dedicate each moment to that 
which is greater, that is, when I remember that the 

from sin, from our own selfish 
natures, so with selfless intention 
cling to the guru which is manifest 
compassion and you will find free-

dom - the freedom to be released from selfishness so 
you may live and breathe for the benefit of others 
onJy, being completely content, no matter what your 
circumstances may be. This is what the great teachers 
call detachment. This is yoga. This is why we worship 
Christ. This is the Bodhisattva. It is the love of God 
working through us. This is the onJy freedom. 

So I ask everyone this Christmas to contemplate the 
qualities of Christ this Christmas and meditate on the 
wonder of COI.•passion. With selfless intention take 
refuge in compassion, "The One Who Removes 
Darkness" and you will find the spirit of Christmas 
there. 

The writer is a Salt Spring resident. 
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SALT~SRRII\l~SAYS 
We Asked: What is Santa'sfavourite part of Christmas? 

Joss Krayenhoff, 12 
Giving away the presents to 
other people. 

Helena Bryn-Mcleod, 7 
Delivering the presents 
because he likes children. 

Letters to the Editor 
Share paper 

The inflation rate for November 
was 0.9 percent. As there has been 
no response to my earlier requests 
to explain your 25 percent increase 
in price, I have some suggestions. 

In true Salt Spring fashion we 
readers should purchase a 
Driftwood jointly with a neighbour. 
The cost comes down 50 percent 
and each household has several 
days to read it. With reduced sales 
it might · persuade you not to 
assume that your readers have no 
recourse but to pay up - and up. 

Secondly, as you will not do so, 
your readers can come up with the 
top 10 reasons for the Driftwood's 
25 perceQt jump in ,_price. Should 
they include: 

The publisher wants a bigger 
holiday? 

Spring residents how responsible 
trustees are with taxpayers dollars." 

He could, but will he? When he 
wrote the Driftwood recently to 
refute my allegation that $250,000 
had been spent on the OCP so far, 
he failed to reveal the true amount. 
Even though he claimed to know 
the "smack dab" cost! So you be 
the judge. 

• Why the panic to give first 
reading to our OCP before it got to 
the public and without a public 
meeting? 

• And last but far from least, the 
Trust has asked for a legal defence 
fund for bylaw enforcement but 
hasn't even shown us, much less 
discussed, infractions or fines. 

I think it would be' responsible to 
publish the full list of bylaw infrac
tions and fines proposed before the 

Ezra Fulford, 10 
Hand-picking what he is going 
to put in his own stocking. 

Trust makes it law, so the public 
can make comment, don't you? It 
would also be responsible to tell us 
now what the true cost of our OCP 
is and why the rush? 

They have eliminated the public 
process step of "comment and 
meeting" and forged ahead with 
first reading knowing full well no 
one has seen it, much less read it or 
discussed it. Frankly that worries 
me, as do the Trust's "teeny 
weeny" public notice ads. 

Mr. Borrowman recently referred 
to the Islands Trust as a "federa
tion." Empire Looks more like it. 

l am sure we all await his next 
revealing letter on behalf or our Islands 
1iust We deserve ronsultation and full 
disclosure, not secret~ J 

DREW CLARKE, 
Ganges 

Alexa Hardy, 6 
Bringing all the toys to the 
children. 

Short memories 
I'm not sure the B.C. Ferry 

Corporation should be the target as 
much as Premier Clark and the 
NDP. 

It would be interesting to note 
how many of the protesters will be 
willing to work on the next provin
cial election to Salt Spring get the 
boot they deserve. 

As a political junkie, I've 
become acutely aware of how short 
people's memories are at election 
time. 
MARY COOPER, 
Mayne Island 

Use energy 
When 1 submitted a letter a cou

ple of weeks ago concerning Bob 
Simoll$, I received an overwhelm-
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Patrice Bowler, 7 
Delivering the presents 
because he really loves the 
children. 

ing response from you. 
I failed, however, to mention the 

ongoing importance of continued 
prayer. I would Like to stress the 
importance of mass prayer, visual
ization or meditation every Sunday 
at noon for one minute. Let's use 
time as a means of coinciding a 
"tsunami" of positive prayer for 
our friend Bob. · 

It does make a difference; so 
let's utilize this spiritual energy that 
is especially in our hearts at this 
time of year and pass it on to Bob 
Simons. 

I can't think of a better "stocking 
stuffer." Can you? 
D.L MARSHALL. 
Salt Spring 

MORE LETTERS 10 

The public is too dumb to 
notice? 

With profound apologies to 
Isaiah, indeed, "Are we all like 
sheep"? 

The real economic impact of price hikes 
ELSPETH THOMSON, 
Salt Sp ring 

Trust empire 
Several issues of Driftwood this 

month contain heavy news of the 
Trust's power-drive. While most of 
us thought the "scribes in the 
tower" were busy on our mysteri
ous OCP, in fact the Trust has been 
far more ambitious. 

• They tried and failed to give 
the Trust executive the power of 
"resolution without meeting/' the 
implication of which was the 
potential abuse of public process, 
that's all. Municipal Affairs tripped 
them up. 

• The Trust is eager to extend 
Trust authority 1000 feet out to sea, 
but the mandate says they are to 
deal with "land use planning and 
zoning." No mention of the sea, 
federal turf. 

• They are pushing for control 
over private forest - your forest, 
your land. 

• And mapping, to better keep an 
eye on us, along with aerial photos 
every so often. 

• The Trust bas agreed to ask for 
authority to spend your property 
tax dollars to buy land for the Trust 
Fund Board. I can't bear to think 
where that could lead but it smells 
of tax increases ad infinitum. 

• They want to use property 
taxes to reward those who covenant 
their land. Those who don't but 
who may be equally good stewards 
will surely pay more and more. 

Our trustee Dav.id Borrowman 
was quoted in the December 17 
Driftwood as being in support of 
the property acquisition power, 
adding that, "He could tell Salt 

By MIKE BEST 
Blithely we roll a long, an 

island economy, with idyllic 
sunrises and sunsets, sailboats 
in the bay, strong industry prod
ded along by increases in 
tourism when up steps that ugly 
term: economic displacement. 

Economic displacement is the 
effect or consequence of a price 
hike on other areas of the econ
omy. Fo r example, did you 
know that as recently as five 
years ago, a tank of petrol on 
Salt Spring Island cost the same 
as a tank of petrol in Victoria or 
Vancouver? And when Thrifty's 
opened to much fanfare, every
one thought that grocery prices 
would come into line now that 
we had two "major" grocery 
stores on the island which 
would compete with each other. 

The other day I purchased 
groceries in Victoria - the 
usual kind of thing: tea, milk, 
cheese, eggs, potatoes, fruit, 
canned sauces, meat, etc. -
what we economists call a "typ
ical basket of goods." The cost: 
$27.45. 

Then the light bulb went on: 
why don't I purchase the same 
basket when I return to Salt 
Spring and see if the latest ferry 
fare hike has bad any impact. 
The cost of the same basket of 
goods on Salt Spring: $32.17. 
Somehow it did not surprise me 
that shopping for groceries on 
Salt Spring cost me 17 per cent 
more than in Victoria. 

The reason I wasn' t too sur
prised was that I had gassed up 
in Duncan the week before for 
49e a litre and when I checked 

IN 
DEPTH 

prices on Salt Spring, petrol was 
63e, which is a whopping 29 
per cent difference. 

Now normally, these kinds of 
things might not bug me. I 
mean, for example, if wages on 
Salt Spring were 29 per. cent 
higher than anywhere else, I 
could live with this. But this 
economic displacement is lead
ing to substitution of inferior 
goods, reduction of services and 
demand and, in the long run, the 
economic impact is extremely 
negative for anyone trying to 
make a living on Sal.t Spring or 
the other Gulf Islands. 

This is like paying a substan
tially higher personal tax rate 
than anyone else i n Bri t ish 
Columbia, and with effective 
taxes at 81 per cent for some 
people in British Columbia, 
there isn't much room for more. 
(Source: Economics report, 
Toronto Dominion Economics 
Monthly, September 1997, 
demonstrates that the personal 
tax rate for "high income" indi
viduals living in B.C. is 81 per 
cent, the highest of all 
provinces.) 

So why can't Premier Clark 
and Tom Ward understand the 
true impact of ferry fare hikes? 
Like any economic equation, if 
demand and supply are at equi
librium and the price increases, 
fewer cars and passengers will 

take the ferry, in order to main
tain equilibrium. 

The ferry corporation is biting 
the hand that feeds it. Reduced 
numbers may force certain 
routes out of existence, which 
may lead to job reductions and 
negatively impact Gulf Islands 
residents who work for the fer
ries. Second, restricted service 
and higher cost reduces ease of 
doing business for aU of us. 

Third, businesses fee l the 
impact. Tourism is reduced and 
for some that is their bread and 
butter. Any check of the statis
tics this summer will show 
reduced B&B visits, reduced 
store sales and Jower restaurant 
revenue. (Source: Salt Spring 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Fourth, substitution comes 
into play. More people take float 
planes, prices for which are 
starting to look mighty reason
able by comparison to ferries . 
But th~t means more float plane 
flights out of Ganges Harbour 
and the economic externalities 
of noise pollution and reduced 
safety that goes with it. 

Anyone who works in 
Victoria and has to take the fer
ries regardless of price (an 
inelastic demand curve) will 
reduce expenditures in other 
areas in order to pay the higher 
fares. So young Johnny gets 
slightly less for Christmas, or 
there are fewer desserts Qn the 
dinner table, less pub-hopping 
or movie-going. All of these 
substitution effects impact 
island businesses. 

The ferry corporation has 
already proven to us they can't 

do math. Someone announced 
that price hikes will average 20 
per cent a year, doubling the 
ferry fares in five years. Aahh, 
hello? Is anyone home? Does 
anyone remember compound
ing? 

Let me spell it out: if the fare 
today is $10, a hike of 20 per 
cent now puts it at $12. Then a 
20 per cent hike on the new 
amount each year gives us 
$14.40, $17.28, $20.74 and 
$24.88 in five years time. Over 
five years this is a fare increase 
of 2.48 times, not a doubling of 
fares as the fe rry corporation 
would like us to believe. 

It is bad enough for the ferry 
corporation to try to snow us 
about the fare hikes, but to 
ignore the other economic fac
tors affecting islanders such as 
displacement, externalities and 
substitution is just too much. 

Join the protest. Make the 
brass answer for its attempt to 
ruin our lives. Either charge all 
of B.C. 's inland communities 
that currently enjoy free ferry 
service as part of the highways 
transportation network, or give 
us a break. We work, live, eat, 
sleep and contribute taxes just 
like the rest of B.C. It is time to 
be treated with equality. 

The author has an economics 
degree from Stanford 
University, an MBA from Yale 
University, performs economic 
research for brokerage firms 
and teaches for the UVTC 
Fa culty of Business. More 
importantly, he is an island resi
dent. 
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Clark compared 
to other premiers 

VICTORIA - At least once a year, preferably around 
Christmas, I do a one-on-one interview with the premier. Last 
Wednesday, Glen Clark was the seventh premier sitting across 
from me, participating in my journalistic Christmas tradition. 

These Christmas interviews are always published in question
and-answer form, because I think it's only fair to give the pre
mier one chance a 
year to talk about 
his job and his 
views on topics that 
happen to make his 
life miserable at the 
time , without me 

CAPITAL 
COMMENT 

HUBERT BEYER 

interpreting what he say.s. The latest interview will be appearing 
in this newspaper shortly. 

Sitting there with Clark in the west wing of the Parliament 
Building, I couldn't help but compare this premier with the six 
others that went before him. 

For one thing, 1Ie's the youngest of the lot. lf he were intro
duced to me as the doctor about to perform open-heart surgery 
on me, I'd ask him for his driver's licence. 

And even though he is, next to W.A.C. Bennett of long ago, 
the most consummate of politicians to occupy the premier's 
office, he manages to look and act like a happy-go-lucky whip
persnapper. 

Those who confuse appearances with the man, however, do so 
at grave risk. That boyish grin and ready laughter hide the occa
sional arrogance, a mind like a steel trap and a determination 
that will stop short of nothing to achieve whatever goal he has. 

The fo regoing also pretty much describes the late W.A.C. 
Bennett. Age and political philosophy mark the only real differ
ences between the two. There was one other difference: Bennett 
could get quite emotional. I can 't picture Clark with tears in his 
eyes, not in public. 

Dave Barrett was a different kind of p remier. With a back
ground in social work, Barrett showed much more compassion 
than Clark does for those at the bottom rung of the economic 
ladder. He would, for instance, never have cut benefits for single 
welfare recipients by $50. . 

Then there was Bill Bennett. H aving Jived in the shadow of 
his father all his life, it took him a while to feel comfortable in 
his job-a§ premier. Most people considered Bennett aloof. I've 
seen him in situations where he s,howed more kindness and com
pass ion than most of the premiers that came before or after him . 

Bill Vander Zalm. Now there was a strange guy. Blessed with 
an all-encompassing ignorance of what our parliamentary sys
tem is and should be he simply failed to understand that he 
couldn't ram his views down every British Columbian 's throat. 

On a personal basis, he was the nicest guy you could ever 
hope to meet. I'll never forget Vander Zalm dashing from office 
to office in the Parliament Building on Christmas Eve, deliver
ing poinsettias. The look on the faces of NDP caucus staff was 
priceless. 

There isn't much to say about Rita Johnston. She became pre
mier when Vander Zalm resigned and promptly lost the next 
election to Mike Harcourt 's NDP. Forever ingrained in my mind 
will be her shouting at the top of her lungs into the TV cameras 
after the Socred convention that confirmed her as leader: "Mike 
Harcourt, you will never be premier." 

Well, Harcourt did become premier, and of all the premiers I 
have interviewed and written about, Harcourt was, without a . 
doubt, the most 4ecent person to hold that job. I'm not implying 
that the others were rascals. I'm just saying Harcourt wasn't cut 
out for politics. Going for the jugular to Harcourt meant saying, 
"You're not being very nice." 

It somehow seems almost fitting that Harcourt had to leave 
office for something he had nothing to with -the Nanaimo 
Commonwealth Holdings Society scandal. 

And that brings us back to " the Glenster," as one of Clark's 
previous press secretaries referred to him when talking to 
reporters. · 

I hear people say things like "there's no way he can win 
another term" and I reply, don' t underestimate Clark. Remember 
that steel-trap mind. Remember that determination which stops 
short of nothing. 

Beyer can be reached at: tel: (250) 920-9300; fax: (250) 385-
6783; e-mail: hubert@coolcom.com 

OPINION 

MORE 
LEIIERS 
Glorious 

The December 14 evening perfor
mance by the Salt Spring .Singers can 
only be described ~ "glorious!" 

Thank you for a conce.rt that was 
both a joy to listen to and beautiful to 
see. 

I w~ tnily "blessed in the spirit". 
KATHRYN LANDRY. 
Salt Spring 

Pension review 
British pensjoners will be glad to 

know that the new Labour govern
ment h~ begun an extensive review. 
of pensions in Britain. The Canadian 
Alliance of British Pensioners has 
already made its submission on behalf 
of 430,00) ''frozen" pensioners living 
in most Commonwealth countries, 
and some others. 

For those who doubt the affordabil
ity of Britain changing its discrimina
tory practice, the cost is estimated at 
£255 million. This represents less than 
1/4 per cent of the total estimated 
annual expenditures of social security 
related costs, or about 3/4 of 1 per cent 
of the U .K budget for state pensions. 

A separate study on health care 
costs estimates that the 430,000 
''frozen" expatriates are saving Britain 
£645 million annually. Any U.K. pen
sioner or future pensioner who should 
benefit from a change in pension poli
cy might want to support the 
Canadian Alliance of British 
Pensioners by membership ($15) or 
donations. The B.C. address is P.O. 
Box 2224, Vancouver, B.C. V6B 
3W2. 
MARY C. WIWAMSON, 
North End Road 

Preoarenow 
- Et ~~h~ been good to us so far, 
but we still have5everal rnontfis'to go 
Wltil it's over. 

I would like to hear from our elect
ed officials about what we can expect 
and what we should be doing to pre
pare for any eventuality. How can we 
best protect our homes? What should 
we have on hand in case of emer
gency? Where can we obtain life jack
ets, and what about flood insurance? 

Nothing is more important than 
planning and preparation, and now is 
not too soon to begin. 
JUDY MOSCOVITZ. 
Brinkworthy Road 

Ordinarv people 
Did Dan M'nler really refer to 

islanders protesting ferry fare raises as 
"rich, pampered whiners?". 

Very foolish of him if he did. 
Certainly the islands have their share 
of wealthy residents -they also have 
retirees on minimal pensio~ welfare 
recipients, struggling small business 
owners and the working poor. For all 
these people the ferry is their highway. 

Our elected officials would be well 
advised to attempt to conceal the feel
ings of disdain and contempt they 
often show for those they love to refer 
to as "the ordinary people" and to 
remember they serve only at our 
behest. Now voted in they can just ~ 
easily be voted out. 
JOYCE WEBB, 
Menhinick Drive 

~ SE4~ 
POULTRY 

SPECIAL TIES 
Taking orders for 

HOLIDAY BIRDS 
free range turkey, geese, 
quail, pheasant & duck. 

ORDER NOW 
SUSHI TRAYS 

for entertaining! 
Do you need 

oriental condiments? 
Don't forget 

FR-range chickens and 
KRW low cholesterol 

turkey products. 
WE HAVE AN ARRAY OF 

HOUDAY GIFTS AND GOURMET 
STOCKING STUFFERS. 

Mon.·Sat. 9-6 
21 McPhillips • 537·5081 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD · 

To all our "deer" 
customers 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
from 

LEISURE TIME 
HOTTUB& 

TENT 

15~F 40~F 
AI regular AI Christmas 
stock liems stock items 

(except Magic Ca-ds) 

---HOUDAY HOURS----. 
MONDAY 

Dec. 29 9:30 -5:00 
TUESDAY 

Dec. 30 9:30 - 5:00 
WEDNESDAY 

Dec. 31 9:30 - 5:00 

THURSDAY 
Jan. 1 dosed 

FRIDAY 
Jan. 2 9:30 · 5:00 

SATURDAY 
Jan. 3 9:30 · 4:00 

SEAHORSE 
HOBBIES 

113 MCPHILLIPS AVENUE, GANGES • 537·5596 

mailto:hubert@coolcom.com
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Price rise not based on whim 
By TONY RICHARDS 
Driftwood Staff 

What is the business of a news
paper? Most newspaper readers 
probably don 't see it as anything 
more than putting words and pic
tures on paper. 

And to many reporters and edi
tors that's about all it is. I know 
because that's where I began, writ
ing stories and taking photographs 
for the Sidney Review at the age of 
15. 

However, in the ensuing 30 
years I've learned there's more. 
Way more. Some things I 've 
learned the hard way. Like the 
importance of having enough cash 
in the bank to pay your employees 
when they expect it. We've never 
missed a payroll in my 18 years at 
the Driftwood but there were a 
couple of close calls in the early 
days. 

Selling advertising is about as 
far removed as you can get from 
gathering and writing news stories. 
(At some papers there is an ugly 
tension between the editorial and 
advertising departments.) But I've 
learned to sell ads too, and not 
without some occasional misfor
tune. 

Rita Dods will cheerfully relate 

the taJe of NationaJ SpLit Pea Soup 
Week, an event which had ready
made ad slicks to go with it. I sold 
the ad to Rita, who was operating 
Rita's Inn (now the Tides Inn) at 
the time, and she proceeded to pre
pare huge pots fu ll of split pea 
soup. Unfortunately, when the 
paper came out that Wednesday 
the ad announcing this great deal 
- all the soup you could eat for a 
super low price - neglected to say 
which restaurant was offering it. 

I ate a lot of soup that week. 
Before I digress any further, I'll 

get to the point. We market, manu
facture and distribute a product 
every week, on time and (usually) 
on budget. We do it with a very 
close watch on costs. And that 
means carefully controlling our 
prices so we can be competitive 
and yet show a profit at the end of 
the year. A newspaper is a unique 
product but the act of publishing 
one is a business venture like any 
other. 

Last month we raised the single
copy price of the newspaper by 25 
per cent. SUbscription prices went 
up by the same amount. The 
increase made the cost of a single 
copy higher than that of an organic 
tomato, four lemons or a litre of 

eggnog. 
It aJso made it possible for us to 

ipcrease by 10 per cent the amount 
of space devoted each week to edi
torial content. The extra revenue 
pays for that content, along with 
the additional time required in both 
editorial and production depart
ments to edit, design and Jay out 
pages. It also cove rs the not
insignificant cost of printing the 
extra pages. 

The increase also enables us to 
meet increased distribution costs 
and avoid seeking more revenue 
from our advertisers, without 
whom there would be no newspa
per. 

We don't raise prices on a whim. 
Budgeting and planning the 
November increase took place 
over nearly six months. There was 
concern all aJong that resistance to 
the new price would burt circula
tion. But in the end it carne down 
to one factor: a better product 

The additional revenue would 
enable us to drop the ratio of 
advertising to editorial, a cheering 
prospect to anyone with a back
ground in the editorial side. In 
essence it means we can put more 
words and more pictures on paper. 
And that's our business. 

Royal Canadian Le~gJ:.o:n:--------~~=-=:::~~J 
McColl's Shell Service 

Hayward's Funeral Services 

Windsor Plywood 

Island Savings Credit Union 

Bank of Montreal 

Ganges Village Market 

SS Roasting Co. 

Island Books Plus 

School District #64 

SS Collateral 

Ingles Restaurant 

Golden Island Restaurant 

Mouats Trading Co. 

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 

Thrifty Foods 

SS Insurance Agencies 

Loomis Courier Service 

Pharmasave 

Foxglove Farm & Garden Supply 

Kanaka Restaurant 

Liquor store 

Moka Coffee House 

THE WINNER OF THE 1997 CHRISTMAS TREE: ANGELA ANDERSON 

Children visit 
hospita• 

Salt Spring Daycare children 
entertain patients at Lady 
Minto Hospital 's extended 
care unit during a visit last 
Wednesday. The children 
sang and presented 
Christmas cards to patients. 

PhoiO by Tony IV<Ntds 
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~~ba 
for 20 of service! 

RICHARD TALLBOY, 
From the Board of Trustees 
and the Administration of 

School District #64 

Our spirits are lifted 
by thoughts of our 

customers. We thank 
you for the privilege 

of serving you. 

~{5~ 
&-~JV'ew-J/emc-

to all our island friends from the gang at 

CROnON 
AUTO SERVICE 

246-3115 

FROM OUR 
YOUNGER GENERATION! 

We wish you peace, hope and joy 
for the new year. 

From our employees 
and their families to you and yours -

A~~~~ 
ana~~ ./l£m ryeap./ 

Foxglove Farm 6 Garden 
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE' UNTIL 4PM 

CLOSED DEC. 25 & 26 
Re-opening Saturday Dec. 27/9-5:30 
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Christmas provides link 
between family, friends 

Christmas was always a feast of plenty. 
The weeks before Christmas were a period of expectation. Then 

came Christmas Day, with its bright lights, gifts from Santa and gifts 
from uncles and atints whose name rarely occurred at other times of 
the year. While the day was marked by the joy of receiving, 'it was 
also a day of freedom. We could eat ourselves sick, though we rarely 
did. There were few 
restraints placed upon 
us for Christmas. 

The day com
menced with atten

TO BE 
FRANK 

dance at church. Even FRAN K RICHARDS 
that was a novelty 
because we would be 
a larger group than usual. We had our grandparents and other relatives 
to stay for the holiday and they could not all fit in the family car, so 
we usually walked. The weather could prove a problem but we were 
like the courageous American mailman who would brave blizzards 
and rain, ice and snow, gales and thunder to get his job done. 

Next on the great program of the day was breakfast. In my child
hood home we always had a pork pie for breakfast on December 25. 
That was a tradition in the Haskew family and my mother would have 
shuddered to offer any other festive meal. 

After breakfast and after all was cleared away and cleaned up we 
would address the collection of parcels. Christmas dinner followed 
gift unwrapping, for we usually ate the annual turkey at midday. 

The afternoon was devoted to sleeping off the large meal or playing 
with the toys that had appeared that morning. 

By Boxing Day the atmosphere had changed. It was still Christmas, 
but a lagging facsimile of the day before. The decorations were no 
longer bright and sparkling. But the holiday persisted and we included 
it in the annual festivity. Not that we had much choice in the matter. 

That was Christmas, that was. 
Christmas was a church event and one for which we might have 

been practising for weeks if we were called on to take part. Christmas 
was also a family event when relatives would arrive from distant parts 
of the country. 

I was a Christmas boy. I probably took it all for granted because it 
was an event and a season that had been important long before I was. 

Looking back, l can see that Christmas was the link with family and 
friends as well as the occasion to see the small crib and statuary that 
represented the Nativity at Bethlehem. 

The accompaniment to C~ristmas was played out on phonograph in 
the traditional Christmas carols and every child knew the tunes of the 
more favoured hymns. 

I grew up with Christmas. Write me down as a Christmas boy. I 
rejoiced in every aspect of the festive season. And I still do. 

I am fully aware that such an admission is probably politically 
incorrect, but I'd far sooner enjoy my Christmas than struggle through 
a political correctness which is neither correct nor political. 

And I nearly forgot! Have a Merry Christmas! 

Stockpiling land 
Of course I'd trust my best friend with my wife and my cheque

book! That's easy; I have no wife and my chequebook is slim and, 
apart from me, myself, who is this guy, my best friend? 

The future of my life and my chequebook would ever be in jeop
ardy if the Islands Trust or any other well-meaning body were autho
rized to spend public money which it doesn't have to buy property 
which it may or not need and charge it against my future tax liability 
which I can't afford. 

I'm not so sure that I can afford the likely costs of financing educa
tion. And a new level of levies looms as the province finds a strange 
lack of loose change in its left pants pocket and is proposing that I 
reach deep into mine to pay for the privilege of maintaining ferry links 
with the outside world. 

I feel deeply for the lands which might be lost for lack of a tax fund 
taken from my savings but at this stage of my short life I would vote 
against any further encroachments on my future commitments. I 
would abandon my wife, or her heiresses or successors, I would con
sign my tissue-paper chequebook to the flames and I would shoot my 
best friend, whoever he might be, rather than have some other guy 
dreaming beautiful dreams at my expense. 

ln fact, if I want any beautiful dreams I'd sooner dream them for 
myself! 

._/[ JhceaC: 
{1/u~l{Yl.· 

BASIC COMPUTER TRAINING 
Per hour $25.00 10 hours $200.00 

Call Robert 537-2888 
Arvana Consultin g Services 

Consultants and Counselors for business and individuals • 
• Bus.iness • Busmess Plans • Computer Tutoring • Stress 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

North Galiano hosts service 
Coloured lights glowed on a 

beautifully-shaped fir tree in a cor
ner of the hall; poinsettias, strategi
cally placed, extending the red, 
green and white Christmas theme. 

Julie Pearson's paper doves filled 
the ceiling. The Galiano Singers, 13 
strong, carolled beautifully. The 
occasion was the North Galiano 
Christmas service of lessons and 
carols, held here on the afternoon of 
December 14. With Reverend 
Margaret Edgar in charge and six 
readers to assist, the story of the 
birth of Christ unfolded - a re-cre
ation of tinles past, of love and joy. 

From the piano David Clothier 
directed the choir in the singing of 
familiar carols, filling the small hall 
with glorious sound. Past Three 
O'clock, the Renaissance carol was 
sung. 

The Angel Gabriel, a duet sung 
by choir members Bev Yeomans 
and Marion Williams, followed the 
seven lessons. 

During the social hour after the 
service, Trish Cowperthwaite's 
table of goodies became the centre 
of attention. Donated white gifts 
and money went to Saint 
Margaret's for its Christmas cheer 
hampers and general relief work. 

Christmas weather 
The winter jasmine blooms, the 

snowdrops show through the fallen 
leaves and still a few roses bloom 
and the geraniums show bright 
colour in their pots on the deck. 
This is certainly a contrast to the 
weather we had at Christmas in 
1996! 

The Bellingham Lions Club 
Santa Ship, formerly operated by 
the Bellingham Jaycees and Sea 
Scouts, came as scheduled, bring
ing happiness to young and old. 
The school concert also charmed 
everyone who made it to its 6:30 
p.m. start at the South Hall. 

Only Santa's appearance at the 
annual North Galiano children's 
party was a no-show. Was it the 
warm weather and lack of snow 
which caused the cancellation of 
this happy event? Whatever the rea
son, it did not happen this 
December and that is a shame. 

Christmas activities 
A Christmas Eve communion 

service will be held in Saint 
Margaret's Church on Burrill Road 
at 11 p.m. on December 24. All are 

~·~:$ ·~\·· ·. It's 
~~41 .. .. Time 
~-~> 1i ~,. 0 

WINTERIZE 
LUBE& OIL 

INCLUDES: 
• 5L 10W30 Oil 
• Oil Filter 
• Safety Inspection 
• By appt. only 

Please allow 1/2 hr. 
for service 

RADIATOR 

95 
MOST 

CARS&Lt 
TRUCKS 

FLUSH & CHECK 
Includes: 
• Anti freeze & flush chemical 
• Radiator flush • Pressure test system 
• 15 pt. safety inspection 

ill'= illb 
$44.95 $51.95 

~ 

$58.95 
SAVE 25% NOW 

ON WINTER TIRES 

HAROLD HARKEMA 
REPAIRS 

537-4559 
M-F 8-Spm • 427 Fulford Ganges Rd. 

welcome. 
• Galiano's annual 

bird count takes place 
on Saturday, 
December 27, from 
first light to noon. 
The purpose of the 

GALIANO 
NOTES 

WITH ALISTAIR ROSS 

count is to determine how many 
bird species are over-wintering on 
the island, and to estimate the size 
of the total winter bird population 
each year. The count is carried on 
by volunteers situated in as many 

areas of the island as is possible. 
Coordinator Mike Hoebel, 

always anxious for the best cover
age, would be pleased to have your 
help. Over SO have helped in past 
counts. Phone him at 539-2003. 

CHRISTMAS IS 
LOOKING GOOD 

Richard & Wendy at 
Gulf Islands Optical 
would like to wish 

all their valued customers a 
Very Merry Christmas 

and 
Prosperous New 

We've been burning the candle at both ends .to get ready 
for Christmas. and now that it's here we'd like to say 

"thanks", to all of you who've helped light up our lives 
throughout the yearl 

Martin Hoogerdyk CFP 
and Family 

(etcetera!) 

you a ltJERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

dawn, jim, kirsten, kris, elizabeth, carolyn, tara, mattie, sue, coral 
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Christmas: sacred and festive SWEET 
TIDINGS 
OF JOY 

Christmas represents a signifi
cant yearly milestone and affords 
the opportunity of marking our 
journey. 

December 25, a day of celebra
tion, is also a time tinged with nos
talgia, for following close on the 
heels of this holiday, another year 
will be rolled up and a new one 
spread out in its place. Cluistrnas of 
1997 is especially momentous, for 
with the coming new year we real
ize that a new millennium is at our 
doors, a rare chronological event 
witnessed by human beings only 
once every 30 generations. 
Whoever said "May you live in 
exciting times!"surely spoke of 
moderns, for we do live in an era 
that is still fraught with dangers on 
many fronts, but one that is also 
ripe with undreamt-of possibilities 
for the planet and its people. 

The cosy indoors beckons at 
Christmas, at least in northern 
climes. As the year winds down, it 
can also be a time for journeying 
into inner space and gathering our
selves to the comfort of our own 
private thoughts and recollections. 

In Dickensonian fash ion 
(Charles Dickens, A Christmas 
Carol, 1843), I like to view 
Christmas as an opportunity for 
holding up the mirror of our own 
inner world and personal history, a 
mirror in which to conjure up the 
"the ghost of Christmas past," "the 
ghost of Christmas present" and 
"the ghost of Christmas future." 
This is an enticing experiment. 
What do you see? 

My own mirror casts back reflec
tions that are still clear, although 
frosted along the edges. The spirit 
of Christmas past lives on into the 
present but was (is) a spirit blown 
by happy fates, bestowing the 
blessings of a carefree childhood 
and gusty youth. 

The ghost of Christmas present 
is thankfully a blithe spirit this year. 
The ghost of Christmas futu re I 
face with the same confidence 
expressed in a lovely phrase from 
the Quran: "And surely the future 
shall be brighter for thee than the 
past" (113:4). 

For Christi ans, Chris tmas 
(=Christ's mass) is, of course, a 
solemn and sacred yet joyous day 
he(alding the birth of the Messiah 
and Saviour. At its origins, 
Christian ity " was born and 
preached first in cultures in which 
feasts and celebrations were an 
organic and essential part of the 
whole world-view and way of life." 
(Alexande r Schmemann , 
Sacraments and Orthodoxy). 

Thus bas the Christmas season 

Here's hoping your 
season is filled with fun 

and tradition. 
Thank you all for 

making our year such 
a good one. 

~p~ 

PATTERSON 
MARKET LTD. 

Fulford Harbour 

continued until today, 
blending the natural
istic rituals of its pre
Christian past and the 
divine event of the 
Nativity. However, 
today, Chris tmas 
th reatens to be 

PILGRIMS 
NOTES May you and yours 

share all the joys of the 
holiday season, and may 
you have a new year filled 

with blessings and 
happiness! 

WITH JACK McLEAN 

engulfed by another ghost - the 
prodigal spirit of crass commercial
ism. 

In point of historical fact - and 
the scriptural literalists are pleased 
about this - Christ was not born 
on December 25. Church history 
records that in 440 CE (common 
era), ecclesiastical leaders wisely 
chose December 25 as the birthday 
of Jesus in the hope of winning 
over those recalcitrant Christians 
who had steadfastly refused to 
abandon the celebration of the feast 
day of the Sol Invictus (the invinci
ble sun), the Persian sun god 
Mith ras, widely worshipped 
throughout the Roman Empire. The 
feast of the Sol lnvictus marked the 
end of the long and dreary, winter 
solstice of December 21 and the 
return of the light. In ancient 
Britain, long before the coming of 
Christianity, December 25 was cel
ebrated by the Angles as Modra 
Nibt (Mother's Night), duri ng 
which the ladies kept long vigils. 

The Star of Bethlehem that her
alded Christ's birth is, however, 
historically accurate as the astro
nomical record indicates. Werner 
Keller in The Bible as His tory 
(1956) writes that the messianic 
star was a "conjunction" of Saturn 
and Jupiter in the constellation of 

Pisces. The conjunction, viewed 
from Earth, gave to these two plan
ets in their "close encounter" the 
appearance of a single, very bright 
star. There were actually three con
junctions: May 29, .October 3 and 
December 4. Take your pick for the 
date of Christ's birth. 

There is, of course, a celebra
tion of the pagan spirit in the non
religious festive aspects of 
Christmas. Loaded with pejorative 
connotations, the word pagan (Lat. 
Paganus= peasant) originally 
referred to country folk whose 
pre-Christian nature religions 
invoked spirit powers, practised 
ceremonies and rituals connected 
with the land and its produce, paid 
homage to the four elements and 
the seasons on which their health 
and their very lives depended, as 
indeed ours does today. The 
pagan/festive and sacred elements 
of yuletide correspond to celebra
tory and devotional moods or "felt 
needs" operating in different but 
not mutually-exclusive regions of 
the soul. Festive food, song and 
dance, laug hter and gaiety all 
express the pagan within, that is, 
the natural elements of the soul. 

So keep "rockin ' around the 
Christmas tree." Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 

Your friendship and patron
age is greatly appreciated! 

Happy Holidays from 
all of us at 

537-4211 
~-' in the • of Ganges 

across from 
Mouats 

simpler times of slower paces 
People met with smiling faces, 
Greeting friends while children played, 
And for a Meny Christmas prayed. 

May the holiday season bring you 
and your family happiness and joy! 

TO ALL 
FRIENDS & 
CUSTOMERS 

RUTH & TOM 
VOLQUARDSE~ 

537,5188 

,....---------HOLIDAY HOURS--------...., 
MOUATS CLOTHING CO. 

Closed Dec. 25 & 26 
-OPEN

Dec.27,28, 29, 30,31 
9:30-5:30 

SHOP SUNDAY DEC. 2811·4 

SALTY SHOP 
Closed Dec. 25 & 26 

-OPEN
Dec. 27,28, 29, 30, 31 

8:30-5:30 
SHOP SUNDAY DEC. 2811-4 

HOME HARDWARE 
Closed Dec. 25 & 26 

-OPEN
Dec. 27, 29, 30, 31 

8:30-5:30 
CLOSED SUN. DEC. 28 

ALL STORES CLOSED JANUARY 1, 1998 
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Born in Los Angeles, 
Virginia Newman moved 
with her husband Ray 
Newman to Salt Spring in 
1970 as a statement of 
protest against the Vietnam 
War. Since then, this mother 
of five has been busy with 
numerous causes and activi
ties. She was the director of 
Continuing Educat ion, 
played in a Dixie band, and 
currently works for the NDP, 
sings with the Raging 
Grannies and heads V and R 
Productions with Ray. 

Photo by Oerr!O< Lundy 

Christmas builds community 
Christmas comes to Saturna the 

same as it does to any other place on 
Earth, but what makes Christmas 
here memorable? 

Perhaps it is the festivities unique 
to our island. 

Every year the school Christmas 
concert is expected to be one of the 
community highlights. It features 
elementary school children who 
learn early to stand on the stage in 
front of a room full of family, neigh
bours and friends, and perform to the 
solid encouragement of a communi
ty. 

The candlelight dinner has its 
roots in the school Christmas con, 
cert. Early in Saturna life the con
cert was combined with a potluck 
dinner but in the mid-1960s the 
growing population of the island 
overwhelmed the capacity of the 
hall and the two events were sepa
rated. 

The dinner got its name from the 
first event when the power failed. 
Wood stoves were found to roast the 
turkeys and the show went on by 
candlelight. The tradition continues 
but now, usually, the candlelight is 
only for ambiance. 

The Santa ship never came to a 
land-locked prairie town or a moun
tain community. This island tradition 
was started by the Jaycees to give a 
helpful hand to children who might 
not otherwise have bad a happy holi
day. It continues under the arm of the 
Lions Club as a community and 
island tradition. Adults enjoy this 
visit as much as the children. 

Christmas now comes to St. 
Christopher's Church closer to 
December 25. For many years the 
church met only once a month and 
Christmas was celebrated whenever 
the itinerant minister from Pender 
Island could get to Saturna. Now, 
thanks to friends with boats, water 
taxis and ferries, the congregation 

meets for an advent -----------r--7 ......,.-1 
service, a Christmas 
carol service and a 
Christmas Eve cele
bration which moves 
to the tiny, original 
church building in 
Winter Cove. 

SATURNA 
NOTES 

WITH GAIL TRAFFORD 

On Christmas Eve, those living in 
or near Lyall Harbour can expect to 
be serenaded by carollers who ride, 
drive and walk door-to-door just for 
the joy of being together and cele
brating the season in song. Everyone 
of every age is welcome to join the 
fun. Using candles and lanterns to 
light song sheets, the carollers 
brighten the homes and hearts of 
those they visit. _ 

The family party and open house 
is one of the nicest traditions of the 
Christmas season. This happens in 
many communities but a small iso
lated island accentuates the impor
tance of neighbourliness. Satuma is 
a tight-knit community but newcom
ers are welcomed. 

Christmas shopping is often done 
at the craft fair or the galleries. There 
is a special feeling that comes with 
rubbing elbows with the artist who 
created your gift. This helps to builds 
a sense of community. 

Although seasonal events are 
unique to every place on the globe 
there is more than this about island 
living to set it apart. Island living is 
an all or nothing affair. Isolation 
forces choices that others may not 
have to face. 

It is ciifficult, if not impossible, to 
drop in on family or friends who live 
off-island and still have an island 
Christmas. Many islanders choose to 
go away for the season and spend 
quality time with loved ones who 
live in other places. Some choose to 
stay at home for Christmas even 
though it means missing celebrations 
with loved ones afar. 

Friends who Live away from the 
island may find it difficult to under
stand the rushed bello when an 
islander drops by during a frenzy of 
shopping and errands in the city. But 
consider it a huge compliment if that 
happens. It is most difficult to 
arrange off-island social events 
around ferry and work schedules and 
fit them in with necessary city activi
ty. 

For those who choose to stay, the 
island becomes like a family. We're 
all on this rock together and in spite 
of the divisions that naturally occur 
when people are too close together, 
Saturna is a strong community. That 
is what really makes Satuma unique. 
To everyone a merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 

!Y/~~ua 
for 20 years of service! 

ANNA THOMAS, 
From the Board of Trustees 
and the Administration of 

School District #64 

IF You oR YouR SPousE TuRiV 69, 70 oR 71 YEARs 

OF AGE THIS YEAR, \VE SHOULD TALK. 

C ALL ME To SEE How REc ENT LEGISLATION 

A FFECTS YouR RETIREMENT. 

DoN BuLL 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR 

748- 8138 
OR 

1 800 667-2821 
MIDlAND WALWYN 
BLUE CHIP THINKING"' 

TM BLUE CHIP THINKING is a trademark of Midland Walwyn Capital Inc. 
Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. 

DR. RON REZNICK 
and.,his staff 

would like to wish their patients 
a Happy arld Healthy 

Holiday Season 
and all the best in 1998! 

][ 1nt 1r lht <e 

]f-3( <0> llti<dltat y 
lLlF <at cdl lt. tt lL <0> lrll 

We're taking time 
to say thanks for your patronage. 
We're pleased to have you as customers 
and proud to call you our friends. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

..({l,oi/JSllllt(Picture Framing 

~t:tfl/1 ~ppe ~ery~ 
We will Jan 12th, 1998 

Peace, j oy, Love 
May all your prayers be answered 

this holiday season. 
1bank you so much for 

brightening our year with your visits. 

From the 

MURAKAMI FAMILY 
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Christmas bears 
Santa's Workshop's Bob Appleton, right, "serves" Ganges 
liquor store manager Brian Gooding last week amidst a clutch 
of teddy bears. Customers can purchase one bear for $1 0; a 
second then goes to a local charity. Appleton picked up 96 
bears to give to needy children. Photabyrony~W>a.rds 

A rose every Friday 
marks special love 
By ALEX MITCHELL 
Driftwood Contributor 

When I first met my lady, 50 years 
ago, she was playing Gershwin on a 
baby grand piano. 

She was wearing black, a coral 
necklace and had an aristocratic 
mien which held me, a peasant from 
long ago, in absolute awe. 

How to woo this lady? r bought 
her a red rose and won her heart. 1 
have been a rose person ever since. 

Every subsequent Friday for half a 
century 1 gave her a rose. I usually 
bought them but in times of eco
nomic depression I stole them. 
Public parks, cemeteries, funeral 
parlours, elderly lady gardeners, but 
without fail, every Friday 1 came up 
with arose. 

lt worked and my love life didn't 
suffer. Roses became an integral part 
of my life and when my father died l 
reverently placed a rose on top of his 
grave. It was a symbol of the love 
we had for each other and which we 
could never ever put into words. 

My sons either married or 
enjoined with significant others but a 
wonderful thing happened. Every 

SENIORS 
SCENE 

Friday they brought home a red rose 
to their ladies. 

I know this is true because my 
granddaughter told me so, and she 
never lies, especially so close to 
Christmas. 

Every Friday I take a rose to Avril 
in Lady Minto and, although 1 am 
gradually losing her, I know she 
recalls that New Year's Eve when 
we fell in love with the help of 
Gershwin and flowers. 

Robert Bums, the Scottish poet, 
was in my class in Grade 5 and he 
put it rather well. "My love is like a 
red, red rose," he used to say, "and to 
be with her 1' d walk J 0,000 miles." 

Not a bad sentiment if you wish to 
woo a fair lady. 

Thn thousand miles is not too fea
sible with my failing knees, but a 
stroll to Flowers and Wine is a won
derful alternative. 

Rather than embracing seals or 
trees, why not hug a rose? 

Here's hoping lots of merriment is in-store for you 
and your loved ones this year. 

We really appreciate your shopping here! 
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DmYouHEAR 
ABOUT THE ONE 
THAT GoT AWAY? 
Opportunities come in all sizes. The assets that 
you've accumulated within your RRSP/ RRIF may represent your 
biggest opportunity to realize a retirement savings plan equal to your 
ambition. U you hold your savings within a conventional RRSP I RRlF 
you may be limiting your growth to fixed rate, fixed term invest
ments. 
The Nesbitt Burns Self-Directed RRSP / RRIF is your opportunity to 
plan the growth and security of your retirement savings. Customized 
to your needs, and with the flexibility to meet the challenge of new 
market conditions, your personalized RRSP /RRlF can grow to be as 

big as your dreams. 
Steve Somerset 
Investment Advisor 

537-1654 

Call us today, so that years 
from now you won't be mea
suring the difference between 
where you are and where you 
could have been. 

NESBITT BURNS 
',1( I''' I j :• G' • 'r.· 1 ''It' 1 (.ir(JUP () ( J; !lllf 

LEDGE POWER 

From left: Linda Pickell, Tao Kimball, Valorie Lennox, Gail Sjuberg. Jeff Outerbridge, Susan Lundy, Robin Richards, 
Derrick Lundy, Claudia French, Damaris Rumsby, Rita Bowes and Lorraine Sullivan. Foreground: Tony and Alice Richards 

TO OUR READERS! 
... from the front-line staff of Claudia, Linda and Rita who 

answer your phone calls and greet you at the front counter; 
from the sales department's Jeff and Damaris 

who take care of your advertising requirements; 
from Susan, Gail and Valorie, the scribblers in editorial 

who write and edit the stories you read; from 
the production department's Lorraine and Robin 

who design and build the advertising; 
from driver Tao who delivers the finished product; 
and from Tony and Alice at Driftwood Publishing, 

who are proud to be part of a fine team. 
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The good night 
before Christmas 

FAMILY . 
MAITERS 

WITH SUSAN LUNDY 

'fi':as the night before Christmas 
and all through the bedroom 

was complete chaos and utter bedlam. 

Ma in her 'kerchief tried to pull in the reins 
while sugar coursed through the children :s- veins. 
Tbe stockings were hung with moderate care

only one eggnog stain and a tiny tear. 
Five cookies set out with Santa's snack 
were gently nibbled and put right back. 

Tbe carpet was tangled with tinsel and cat hair, 
a forgotten candy cane stuck fast to a chair. 

But finally the moon rose over the lawn. 
7be children slowed and slatted to yawn. 
Once tucked in bed, the coast was clear. 
And Ma brought out the Christmas gear. 

Boxes, bows, ribbons and bags, 
wrapping paper, tape, Christmas tags. 
It covers the table, the carpet, he-r toes. 

Wrap, wrap, snip, snip, on and on it goes. 

Ma peeks at the clock and then looks away. 
It:s- getting late, tomorrow's a big day. 
Finally the boxes are under the tree, 

Ma 's so tired she can hardly see. 
It's time for bed, yes it's really near. 

Then in walks dad, wanting his Christmas chee1: 
An hour later Ma'sfinally in bed, 

sugar plums bump and crash in her head. 

7be-n there's a cry, a shriek, a scream. 
It's two o'clock, one's having a bad dream. 
Ma pulls herself up, stumbles into the nigh~ 

pats a small back until all is all right. 
Tben back to sleep, no more than an hour, 

the other child calls, her belly is "sour. " 
But left the first bed just a little too soon
she had to pee and missed the bathroom. 

Then it was quiet all through the house 
·till the dog started scratching, the cat found a mouse. 

And now dawn's fingers stretched across the sky, 
Tbe children stirred and started to sigh. 

"Wake up, wake up, " they bounced on the bed. 
Ma lifted her eyes, they felt like lead. 

She grabbed those girls and snuggled in close. 
Tbe-y fell back to sleep until the sun rose! 

What better gift than an hour's shut eye; 
it adds new meaning to St. Nick's cry-

"Happy Christmas to all, "and he's so right 
when he adds "and to all a very good night." 

Four dogs 
find island 
homes 

While some cou ld maintain 
that Salt Spring is going to the 
dogs, it is more accurate to say 
the dogs are going to Salt 
Spring. 

Four dogs slated for destruc
tion in Prince George have been 
matched with Salt Spring homes 
fol lowing a story in the 
December 3 D riftwood about 
dogs in Prince George needing 
homes, reports Cathie Newman, 
president of the Salt Spring 
Society for Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (SPCA). 

One terrier -poodle c ross , a 
pureb red fema le springer 
spaniel, a lab-border collie cross 
and a small husky have either 
arrived or will be arriving on 
Salt Spr ing shortl y, Newman 
said. 

The Prince George dog pound 
only allows 72 hours before dogs 
are euthanized so the communi
ty's SPCA has been desperately 
seeking alternate homes for the 
animals. Former Pender Islander 
Gayle Burandt, who lives on Salt 
Spring during the summer, sent 
an appeal to the is land for 
homes. 

At one point, many dogs were 
sent to Victoria but Newman 
notes that city is now having dif
ficulty placing all of its home
less dogs, so the appeal was 
made to Salt Spring residents. 
Air B.C. donates the shipping of 
the dogs and also returns the 
travel cages to Prince George 
free of charge. 

Newman hopes inte rest jn 
adopting dqgs will continue. 
"We' re hoping we'll get a few 
more dogs in good homes here." 

/?7/uu~~t>a 
for over 20 of service! 

DONNA McWHIRTER, 
From the Board of Trustees 
and the Administration of 

School District #64 

We're taking a few days off. 
But we'll be keeping your holidays 

warm and bright. 
Over the holiday season, our B.C. Hydro offices will be 
closed on the following days: 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25TH; fRIDAY, DECEMIER 26TH 
THURSDAY, JAJIUARY 1ST 

To make sure you continue to enjoy uninterrupted service 
during this time, our Emergency and Maintenance crews will 
be on standby 24 hours a day as usual. For assistance, please 
call the B.C. Hydro Emergency Electric number in your local 
telephone directory or 1-800-567-5885 or 537-9966. 

We hope you have the happiest of holiday seasons and a 
safe New Year. 

BChyd~o 

-, , c. 

. /woodwind Instrument Maker 
~ • Repairs and overhauls 
- ,-.~ • Buy and sell used instruments • 

.1. • Flute lessons: 
improve your tone by listening and by 
learning the right breathing technique 

• Marcel Moyse exercises 
• Taffanel@ Gaubert Flute Method 
• Duets 

LET' S PLAY! 653-9351 

ufi£RRY ~HRIS1MAS 
We wisfi you a. safe 

ana fiapp!:J fio{Ufay season! 
NORM, DEB, GRANT 

AND BRANDl FORSYTH 

•··•••·· ·••·· ······· ·· ······· ··· ····· ·· ··••• · ··· ·········•• 
SALT SPRING SALVAGE 
A SECOND :a.&ND STORE 

401 Robinson Road 537-o&95 

efta CREEK HOUSE REALlY LTD. 
I h~ I ult uool-1 ""'!!'"' l~ u.oc l . '>.oil '>poonJ.: hl .uu l. II.( . \ XI-. ! I X 3.\7·33:'.' 
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Bob Patterson remembered: 
honest, caring, hardworking 

Gulf Coast A, 
MA1ER1a1 S .... 

will be off loading the gravel barge 
on Wednesday, January 7th. 

-

A quiet and unassuming man 
who filled each day of his 81 years 
with activity is how the Patterson 
family remembers father and grand
father Robert (Bob) Patterson, who 
passed away December 16. 

"That was one of Dad's character
istics, he liked simple, hard work," 
son Bruce recalled. 

Other characteristics included 
honesty, a belief in community ser
vice and a love of the ocean and the 
island community in which be spent 
most of his I if e. 

Bob's honesty was so well estab
lished that it became a bit of a 
byword in Fulford. Bruce recalls 
hearing that someone could drop a 
$1 bill in Patterson's Store, return a 
year later and have the $1 handed to 
them. 

Bruce recalls as a teenager going 
out with his father one njght to 
repair a line in the Fulford 
Waterworks District. Bob was one 
of the volunteer trustees, whose 
position meant serving as the unpaid 
repair crew. 

After the last of the ferry traffic 
had passed over the road, the volun
teers worked through the night, 
using picks and shovels to dig up 
the road, find the leak in the line, 
repair it and then fill in the road 
again. 

They returned home at 5 a.m., 
Bruce recalls. His father caught two 
hours of sleep and then went to 
work at the store. 

Bob was on the school board for 
two terms and was also a volunteer 
fireman for 23 years, staying active 
long past the usual retirement age 
since there were few firefighters on 
the south end of the island For sev
eral years the fire truck was stored 
in the Pattersons' garage, across 
from the store. 

When there was a fire, the opera
tor would call the store and Bob 
would run to the fire truck and tum 
on the siren to alert Fred Hollings, 
the other firefighter in Fulford. 

(The truck once proved irre
sistable to a very young Bruce, who 
climbed in and turned on the siren. 
"Big trouble for that one," he said.) 

Devotion to his family was anofu. 
er trait. Elaine Fraser remembers her 
father coming at midnight in his 16-
foot wooden boat to pick her up from 
her nursing shift at the hospital in 
Victoria to bring her home for a visit. 

That boat, the "Pud" was built in 
the 1930s, owned by Bob for more 
than 40 years and used by the family 
for countless fishing and camping 

To all my friends 
at Brinkworthy and 

on Salt Spring. 
May God bless you. all 

throughout the holidays! 

DORIS DELONG 

Bob Patterson 

trips. After his lung cancer was 
diagnosed, Bob gave the boat to 
Morley Myers with the understand
ing it would be restored and pre
served. Myers finished the restora
tion in mjd-August and Bob was 
able to see it. 

'That was. Dad's biggest thrill in 
the last year of his life,'' Bruce said. 

Bob built his family's first home 
by taking apart an old house on the 
family property in Beaver Point and 
moving the materials to Fulford for 
reconstruction. Decades later he still 
had a hammer in his hand, spending 
two days helping replace a roof on a 
family cottage last summer. 

Always active, be enjoyed fish
ing, gardening and chopping wood. 
He was in such good physical shape 
at 80 that he out-lasted granddaugh
ter Valerie Campbell and a group of 
20-somethffig friends during a hike 
through the snow. "Honestly, we 
couldn't keep up," Campbell said. 

He was past 60 when he tried 
water-skiing fo r the first time, 

despite an inability to swim. ''He'd 
try anything once,'' Bruce said 

Anything included learning to 
care for himself to the extent of 
maldng jam, pies, bread and can
ning after his wife Nan died in 
November 1995 after 53 years of 
marriage. 

For himself, Bob asked his family 
to keep any memorial tributes to a 
minimum, Bruce said. "Even in hls 
last days, his primary concern was 
for us." 

Although the family will be hold
ing a quiet, memorial service, they 
have received so many requests 
from the community for a chance to 
honour Bob's memory that they will 
be holding a gathering this Sunday, 
December 28, from 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m. at the Fulford Commuruty 
Hall. Friends are invited to drop by 
the OAPO room to share memories 
and stories with the family. 

"He's going to be really, really 
missed,'' daughter Gladys Campbell 
said. 

SORRY FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE THIS MAY CAUSE 

I ' 

7~j_w~~ 
Our sincere appreciation for your support 

during 1997, and a special thank-you 
to the volunteers who have helped us raise funds 

during the year. 

We wish you a happy and healthy New Year. 

Christmas from the Crew 

M the New Year bri---- the best to you! 

http://islands.com
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CUT FROM CANADA 'A' GRADES, ROASTS OR 

Top Sirloin 
Steak 5.69kg 

THRIFTY, REG OR 1% SALT 298 
Sliced ea 
Side Bacon 500g 

MAMA ROSA'S, PEPPERONI, HAWAIIAN OR 399 
14" ea Deluxe Pizza 680g 

F~~ssh 228 Sl!ced 
Hash Browns 568g ea Olives 
-::-:c:-:-:=:A~~E ~=:--:=A'n:::==-FRO-=i~=-=Nh~:..::.....=.::~:.:::::2....-.==---5~8~ 398m! 

Game Hen 5.69kg 

Service Deli 
SCHNEIDER'S, SLICED OR SHAVED 

Black Forest or sAL1J.'&;t 

Old Fashioned Ham 

BARNACLE BILLS, GREAT FOR SALADS 

Imitation Flaked Crab Meat 
FROZEN, COOK BEFORE SERVING 

Icelandic Scallops 
CHILEAN FROZEN, HAND PEELED TINE LOBSTER TAILS 
Cooked Lagostinas 
TREASURE ISLAND 

Smoked Salmon Lox 
OCEAN TO OCEAN 

pkg· 

Shrimp Ring with Sauce 10 oz 

AA 

Energizer. 
Batteries a·s 

GULF ISLANDS 

Customer Service S 

s:~~SkECTED 179 ii 
Crackers 225-300g J1 
UNCLE BEN S CLASSIC lh 129 

NAL 

Pasta 13M52g ct 
NALLEY'S 119 HEir 

Chip Dip 225g J: 
139 UNCLE BE~S • 129 

Classic R1ce 17M80g ·V· 

469 UNCLE BENS 419 ISU 

Converted Rice 2kg E 
I 

599 BITELIF! SELECTED 1 59 R 
Cr•sps 16~250g c 

· 149C~ 
urt 750g 1 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

537-1522 

ASSORTED 
Tropicana 
Juice1.89L 
NALLEY'S 
Thin 'N' Crispy 
Chips 170g -

HEINZ 
J.omato 
Juice1.36L 

·V·S Juice 136L 

99~ 
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PRICES IN EFFECT 
TM DEC. 24th to DEC. 31st 

E i::J 

Hass 
Avacados 
Produce Partners- ~ 

Guacamole Mix 2sg 99 ea 

SUNKIST 101100 
Lemons , 
Liines 611°0 

·s9~ irOCCORIOie 15oz 29! 
LAS VEGAS, US. #1 , 

t----------4----------1 

218 crest 89~ Hot House ISLAND FARMS TRADITIONAL 

Nog 2L Toothpaste 75ml Tomatoes 
t-------=-------+-----=----~---1 

12G;~in 119 H~ggi;; 
Bread 454g Diapers 36-ao·· 1388 

WHITE oR 100% WHOLE WHEAT 

~i-i-~-c-HE-ESE~~~2~6-9~:-i-~~~-~-C-O_h_O_I~4~6~9Dinner 
Crackers 450g Beer 12pk ~~: Buns 
MCLAREN'S 
Imperial 
Cheese2sog 
PHILADELPHIA 
Cream Cheese 

ip Dip 227g 

• UIC81.89L 

SELECTED 

299 Bick's Dill 
Pickles1L 

68~ 

188 SALT SPRING ONLY, BRACH'S 

Chocolate 
Mint Patties 

Bulk Values 

FOLEY'S 

Chocolate Covered 
Almonds 



20 • WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1997 

AR T S & 

No humbugs here: 
Newman's Scrooge 
is a crowd-pleaser 
By SUSAN LUNDY 
Driftwood Staff 

Bring on the superlatives! 
Christmas with Scrooge was an 
excellent example of community 
theatre topped with first-rate acting, 
costwnes and choreography. 

The Ne\vman family's adaptation 
of Charles Dickens' A Christmas 
Carol served all the favourite Dickens 
lines spiced with the Newman touch 
in dance, song and music, and 
dished-up with lots of humour. 

With original music and story 
adaptation by Ray and Virginia 
~ewman, Christmas with Scrooge 
has become an island tradition with 
its origins in a similar Newman pre
sentation - Christmas Madness -
first staged in 1971. 

The show was directed by Vuginja 
and daughter Sue Newman and also 
featured the acting talents of Sue's 
offspring Patrice Bowler (rmy Tun) 
and Lauren Bowler, Spanish dancer 
extraordinaire. 

Staged Friday to Sunday at Mahon 
Hall, the presentation felt like a fes
tive family affair. Christmas greenery 
decorated the hall starting with a 
glimmering tree near the entrance
way and moving along with dressed
up ceiling and walls and a brightly-lit 
tree on stage. 

With the decorated hall plus an 
invitation to join carollers in the 
singing of Joy to The \\k>rld, the audi
ence was drawn into the presentation. 
The production also used each of the 
three aisles for actor entrances: a tact 
that further contnbuted to the homey 
sense of belonging to the show. 

Having diligently refused to watch 
any televised production of A 
Christmas Carol other than the 
Alastair Sim version, and having 
been too busy with small children to 
take in the Newman Christmas show 
in any of the last few years, I 
approached the production as a 
Ouistmas With Scrooge virgin. 

I left Mabon Hall feeling wonder
fully entertained by a cast of "friends 
and family" - even though I actual
ly knew only a handful of the actors 
- and warmly touched by the many 
familiar faces in the audience who lin-

gered after the production to share 
coffee and snacks and seasclnal good 
wishes. 1t was a true community 
event 

lfighlighting the show was the 
crotchety and cleverly-aged Vaughn 
Fulford who portrayed the infamous 
Scrooge with enough cantankerous 
''bah humbugs" to meet even Alastair 
Sim's approval, I'm sure. His dour 
description of carollers as a "bunch of 
goofers" provided a little island 
flavour, and Fulford threw himself 
into the role with sufficient fervour to 
awe and even scare a few of·the front 
row children. 

Reid Collins excelled in the Iole of 
Marley's Ghost and again in the 
small-but-memorable part of 
Butterworth, the butler, seen dancing 
the polka with a tray of drinks. 

The Newman show really strutted 
its stuff at the Fezziwig party which 
gave rise to several entertaining musi
cal numbers, including some ball
room dancing and a lively perfor
mance by the aforementioned 
Spanish dancers. 

A show within the show- featur
ing a dog trainer (Korena Vme who 
played a number of roles) and her 
spotty dogs leaping through a tinsel
covered hula hoop - perhaps took 
the Fezziwig celebration a bit too far, 
but the children at Sunday's matinee 
loved it. 

Show-stealing Debbi Toole also 
appeared at the Fezziwig party as the 
shimmering and diamond-glazed 
French primadonna Madame Pomrne 
de Terre. Toole paraded across the 
stage trilling operatic intonations and 
sending gullible men swooning in her 
wake. It was a classy act 

The show also included a number 
of clear and well-versed children. 
Especially appealing was Patrice 
Bowler who portrayed a very sweet 
TmyT!m. 

Virginia Newman aptly handled 
the many musical numbers on the 
piano and the sets and costumes were 
superb. 

It was a grand and festive family 
affair- an event that will undoubt
edly become one of my fami ly's 
Ouistmas traditions. 

51. :J{igfit Out!! 
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THE VESUVIUS. INN 
presents 

A BOXING DAY 
BASH 

witfi 
Three Ch6rd Sloth 

ana specia{ guest 

Gary Preston 
8PM I DEC. 26TH 

WE'RE NOT JUST AT THE END OF THE ROAD 
WE'RE WHERE THE TRADITION BEGINS 

The 
Vesuvius 
Irm 
537·2312 

N M E N T 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

CHRISTMAS TRADITION: 
Above, t he Ghost of 
Christmas Present (Rachel 
Jacobson) confronts Ebenezer 
Scrooge (Vaughn Fulford), 
while at left, a Fezziwig party 
enterta iner (Debbi Toole) 
at tracts t he attent ion of 
party-goer Mart in Thorn in 
t he annual prod uction of 
Christmas with Scrooge. 

Pholos by Oe<rid< tundy 

NEW YEAR'S EVE BASH 

,, lrtf~K&lf~ f, 
Dining Spm • 1 1 pm • Dancing 1 Opm • 2am 
CHAMPAGN PARTY FAVOURS & FUN 

~~~~11!!!1!111!1 
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Early gifts 
Shei la Ball, left, and f riend 
Kelly Kerr hold some early 
Christmas gifts, a stuffed bear 
and a stuffed pig. Sheila and 
Kelly coerced a Driftwood 
photog rapher into t aking 
thei r photo at Salt Spring 
Middle School last week. 

Photo by Tony Roch>rds 

Wrath reunites on New Year's 
The Grapes of Wrath will grace 

the stage at the Harbour House on 
New Year's Eve. 

The band recorded four albums 
between 1984 and their last per
formance together in 1992, and 
each release went either gold or 
platinum. These men do rock and 
roll the right way. Their savoir 
faire in the studio is second only 
to the incredible chemistry they 
create on stage, so prepare for the 
party of the year. 

Tom Hooper and Kevin Kane 
have remained active since the 
split in 1992: Kane went solo with 
his wicked guitar while Hooper 
founded Ginger here on the old 
Salty Dog. 

This event is real news within 
the music industry, but the band 
has chosen to keep it quiet 
because they may decide not to 
make this reunion permanent yet. 

This one act is well worth the 
modest $30 ticket price, but you 
get much more. Three Chord 
Sloth kicks off the evening's 
entertainment with the blues, Salt 
Spring style, including drums 
from the amazing Jeromv Jarvis. 

The Grapes of Wrath will be 
followed by another renowned 
group of former Salt Spring musi
cians called Pine Cone Fight, as 
well as a visit from The Cranberry 
Hill Gang. 

Tickets are still available at the 
front desk of the Harbour House 
HoteL 

• It seems every musician on 
the island played this past week
end. Gene Grooms was hot at the 
Harbour House with Kenny 
Pres ton on drums, Ron 
Lukawitski on six string bass, 
Neil Taylor on guitar and Phil 
Newns on keys. These guys are 

Autumn Special 
Salt Spring residents only
From now 'til Dec. 15, enjoy 
TWO five course dinners for 

$89.00 
($130 value) 

Nightly at 7 p.m. 

Reservations required 

537-2362 

serious professionals 
with a flare for 
funky syncopation 
and the ability to 
flavour cover tunes 
with serious style. 
The evening includ-

MUSIC 
WITH KERRY ROTH 

ed several sneak previews of 
Grooms' upcoming release Blues 
for the Nineties, and by this week
end's indications the CD will be 
popular long after the '90s are 
merely a memory. 

• Moby's was cozy on Sa~rday 
afternoon as a real who's who of 
island musicians shared their 
Christmas cheer at the Barley 
Brothers' -hosted Musical Craft 
Faire. We arrived to the sound of 
Canadian folk-hero Valdy's often 
humorous and always life-affirm
ing songs, and were delighted to 
hear members of the audience 
singing along. 

The Stack Sisters, Cathy and 
Jane, sang a set of songs with the 
finest harmonies you will hear 
anywhere in the world today. 
Their voices are clear, their lyrics 
are cool, and their notes are true 
without exception. These two are 
one of Salt Spring's many amaz
ing musical treasures. 

Triskele Celtic Band enter
tained next with a lengthy set of 
Celtic songs ranging from the 
popular Mary Mack to several 
lively toe-tapping jigs. Carol 

Young was right on the money 
with the pennywhistle in the 
Swallowtail J ig. Scotland the 
Brave is an "imitation bagpipe 
song" which sounds like a march
ing bagpipe band approaching, 
playing to a crescendo and march
ing away. 

Dave Roland introduced 
Richard Cross as a sensitive 
singer-songwriter de-sensitized, 
but whatever you call him his set 
was delightful. His latest release 
True World Planet Temple is, 
according to the wizard of the stu
dio Paul Brousseau, the finest 
techn.ical work ever recorded on 
this island. Cross pia yeo ·a set cut 
short by the restrictions of time, 
but still the audience witnessed a 
rare public performance as 
Brousseau joined and played a 
mean flute for the last song. 

The show continued for several 
hours, but unfortunately we were 
not witness to the rest. The 
grapevine says we missed a great 
show at Beaver Point HaU, too, as 
the Carrot Revolution and many 
others celebrated the winter sol
stice. 

~-
Brinq in 

th€N€WV€ar 
AT THE 

HARBOUR HOUS£ 

Bistro 
A HvE: coursE: dinn£r will bE: sE:rvE:d. 
Part4 favours & a toast at midniqht. 

Sinqinq & dancinq to 

Murra4 AndE:rson. 
• 

All this for $Lt0.00/ pE:rson. 

Co.n tor more intormction 
R£S£RVA~SR£QU~£0 

Call th£ Bistro 
537·lt700 

WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 24, 1997 .t. Z1 

THREE·COURSE 
PRIME RIB 
DINNER 
including soup, salad, 
and yorkshire pudding ...................... .. 

IN THE RESTAURANT & PUB 

WELCOME THE NEW YEAR WITH 

"Ted Cook and the Cranberry Hm Band" 
RESERVATIONS ARE RECOMMENDED 

DECEMBER 27 - 3 1 I 1997 

25~, 40% 
O~F 

All Regular 
Merchandise 

All Christmas 
Merchandise 

CLOSED JANUARY THRU FEBRUARY '98 

Mon·Sat 
10·5 122 Lower Ganges Rd. 537·9896 

Wednesday December 31st 

& LOBS .. -1-ER 
DINNER 

INCLUDES: 
French onion soup or 
Caesar salad, New York steak, 
lobster baked in brandy sauce, 
baked potato or rice and fresh 
veggie , tea or coffee person 

Jea~ u~UW& and9'l«pA9'JV'ew-_vea,-
Ur aft ffOUJ' CU8Lonler8; iUu{foen:k 

CHINESE FOOD 
Eat 1n or toke out 

10% OFF FOR TAKE OUT 

DIM SUM· 10 items 
Every Saturday & Sunday 

11AM · 2PM 
aoseo JAN. 1·25 1 RE.oPENING JAN. 26 

132l.owerGonges Rood • 537·1097 • Sun.·Thurs. 10:30-8:30fri. &Sot. 10:30 · 9 
J 
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Music 
• Hastings House - Simone 
Grasky performs mellow jazz 
before dinner on Wednesday, 
December 24. 
• Harbour House Wheelhouse 
Pub - Country Music with 
Kenny Byron and the Tragically 
Hick on Friday and Saturday, 
December 26 and 27. 
• Vesuvius Inn - Boxing Day 
Bash with T hree Chord Sloth, 
and special guest Gary Preston, 
December 26, 8 p.m. 
• Alfresco Restaurant -
B arrington Pe rry plays piano 
every Saturday evening starting 
at 6:30p.m. 
• Moby 's Marine Pub -
Sunday Dinner Jazz with the Ray 
and Lloyd Quartet, December 28, 
7p.m. 
• Salt Spring Roasting Co. -
Sunday Brunch Mus ic Menu 
music from noon to 3 p.m. 
December 28: Peeter Prince and 
The Little Earthquakes. 
• Salt Spring Roasting Co. -
Every Tuesday evening is the 
Celtic Music Circle from 6:30 to 
9p.m. 

Cinema 
• Flubber - A Disney remake 
on their 1961 comedy in which 
an eccentric scientist (this time 
played by Robin Williams) 
invents a new substance he can't 
control. Imagine visually daz
zling antics of the green goo and 
imagine a shape-shifting blob of 
lime green Jello. Sounds like fun 
to me! Playing Saturday and 
Thesday, December 27 and 30, at 
7 p.m., and Sunday and Monday, 
December 28 and 29, at 4 p.m. 
All seats $4. 1 hour, 30 minutes. 
Rated General. Cinema Central. 
• Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evil - Clint 
E astwood's handsomely evoca
tive adaptation of John Berendt's 
bestseller about the impact of a 
murder on the colourful denizens 
of Savannah Georgia is a skillful
ly crafted black comedy. Features 
fine performances by John 
Cusack, Kevin Spacey, and Lady 
Chablis, a drag queen who plays 
herself. Playing Saturday and 
Tuesday, December 27 and 30, at 
9 p.m., and Sunday and Monday, 
December 28 and 29, at 7:30 
p.m. 2 hours, 30 minutes. Rated 
PG, some violence and coarse 
language. Cinema Central. 

ARTS & 

Family 
• Pre-School Storytime - Mary 
Hawkins Library, every Monday 
at 10 a.m. The more the merrier! 
• Storytime a t West of the 
Moon - Every Tuesday morn
ing. Ages 2 to 3, 9:30 to •l 0 a.m.; 
ages 3 to 5, 10 to 10}0 a.m. Join 
us! 

New Year's lve 
• Moby's Marine Pub - New 
Year 's Eve B ash with the Bill 
Hilly Band. Dining 5 p.m. to 11 
p.m. Dancing 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Champagne, party favours and 
fun. December 31. 
• Harbour House Wheelhouse 
Pub - New Year's Eve Charity 
Concert with the Grapes of 
Wrath , warmed up by Three 
Chord Sloth. Also performing are 
Pine Cone Fight and The 
Cranbe rry Hill Gang. Party 
favours and champagne at mid
night. Tickets $30 per person, 
available at the front desk. 
December 31. 
• Harbour Ho u se Bistro -
Five-course dinner, party favours 
and a toast at midnight. Also, 
singing and dancing to Murray 
Anderson . $40 per person, 
December 31. 
• Legion New Year's Eve Party 
- Dance to the country music of 
Kenny Byron and The Tragically 
Hick. Cold buffet 10 p.m. 
Champagne at midnight. Tickets 
$10 per person (in advance only), 
at the bar. Doors open at 8:30 · 
p.m., December 31. 
• F ulford Inn- New Year's 
Eve three-course prime rib din
ner, and entertainment and danc
ing with Ted Cook and the 
Cranberry Hill Band, December 
31. 
• Pomodori Restaurant - New 
Year's Eve bash. Sing and dance 
to the mu s ic of Derek Duffy, 
December 31. 
• A lfresco Restaurant - New 
Year's Eve dinner, with 
Barrington Perry playing piano. 
$35 per person, reservations rec
ommended. December 31. 
• Seacou r t Restaurant - A 
Year to Celebrate, a New Year's 
Eve celebratio n. Five-course 
gourmet dinner with matching 
wines, champagne at the begin
ning and end, and the music of 
Anthony Prosk. $98 per couple. 
December 31. 

PECEMBER 30 
Steel 
Conspiracy Theory 

Give the Gift of Entertainment this holiday 
a video or certificate 

make the stuffer ... 

I~L~ND ~T~~ VID~O 
~ large selection of new releases 
't vcr rentals 
't video games and machines 
• open 7 days a week 
1S6C Fulford Ganges Rd. 

~~~,·~~~i~0~~~a~d~r~~~ 53 7 • 44 7 7 
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'Moving, tender' diva gives 
All Saints recital in January 

If the name Tamara Hummel is 
not known to Gulf Islands music 
lovers, it likely will be after 
January 11. 

That's the day the aspiring diva, 
who is said to be making "a mete
oric rise in the opera world," gives 
a recital on Salt Spring at All 
Saints By-the-Sea Anglican 
Church at 2:30p.m. 

The 25-year-old Hummel, a 
native of Aldergrove, has sung 
with the Vancouver Cantata 
Singers and the Vancouver Opera 
Chorus and was involved with the 
Academy's Opera Program. 

Lloyd Dykk, Vancouver Sun 
music critic, wrote of her perfor
mances: "Her sorrow was human 
and statuesque at the same time. 
She was moving, tender, her 
singing shaded and silky with lega
to, lighting on high B-flats that her 
range encompassed naturally." 

For the Salt Spring recital, 
Hummel will perform works by 
Schubert, Debussy, Rossini, 
Strauss and Rodgers & 
Hammerstein. 

She will be accompanied by the 
well-known Robert Holliston of 
the Victoria Conse.rvatory of 
Music. 

In 1996, after only two years of 
studying opera, Hummel was a 
scholarship winner of the Johann 
Strauss Foundation for study at the 
Mozarteum in Salzburg and a first
place winner in the Metropolitan 
Opera National Council auditions. 
She currently resides in New York 
City where she is pursuing her 
final year of graduate studies at the 
Manhattan School of Music. 

Tickets for the Hummel concert 
are $12 and available at et cetera, 
Sharon's, Ron Watson at 537-2103 
or at the door. Light refreshments 
will be served during intermission. 

Anyway 
you say it ... 

We wish you 
the best! 

HOURS: 24 Dec. closed @1 pm 
25 Dec. closed / 26 Dec. closed 
27 Dec. open 10-2 

U\llLDIE. 
Travel 

537·5523 
in " Creekhouse" 

The recital is being presented by 
the Joha1m Strauss Foundation as a 
service to the community, and is 
produced by the foundation's 
Clauss Andress. 

The Salt Spring-based registered 
charity was established in 1985 to 
support musical education in B.C. 
and give scholarship support to 
young B.C. musicians who wish to 
further their advanced music stud
ies in the cultural environment of 
Austria. An annual fund raising 
event in Victoria combines this 
charitable purpose with the enjoy
ment of music and dance in a typi
cal Viennese atmosphere. 

Donations for scholarship pur
poses are welcomed at Box 681, 
Salt Spring Island, V8K 2W3, by 
phoning 537-2559 or at the door. Tamara Hummel 

~GU~HOU~: 
Dinner 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

OPEN 
YEAR roUND 

Two privote dining rooms, 
woodbumlnq fireploces in both. 
They ore ovoiloble for lunch or 

dinner functions by reservotion only. 
In-house cotering ovoiloble. 

FROM. EVERYONE 
AT 

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL 
NEW YEAR'S EVE BASHI 

Sing & d\3nce to live music by 
Dere~ Duffy 

,riCl)gi . j 
; \:tAl~ 
~ARD,WALK CAFE 

To boo~ pteose C\311 Ml~ono ot 
537-2247 

Thdnk You. 

CLOSED 

Cfhe 3oftann Strauss (foundation 
presents: 

TAMARA 
HUMMEL 

Soprano 

~ 

ROBERT 
HOLLISTON 

IN CONCERT 

AT 

Piano 

All Saints By-the-Sea 
I 

January 11 , 1998 • 2:30pm J 

Tickets: $12.00 
Available from etcetera, Sharon's 

and at the door 

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED 
DURING THE INfERMISSION 

Produced by: 
CLAUS ANDRESS 
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ON STAGE: Sugar plum fairies, from left, 
Helena Bryn Mcleod, Amber Seguin and 
Jenna Watson Brawn enthrall the audience at 
Salt Spring Centre School's Nut~racker. Above 
right, f lowers Emily McPhee and Justine 
Watkins watch the show from their positions 

in the choi r, while at right main characters, 
from left, Raizy Marmorstein (Fritz), Lea la 
Gauthier (Uncle DrQsselmier), Metta Mcleod 
(Clara) and Sada Keel (Nutcracker) take their 
final bows. P1101o. byo..ncuundy 

Centre school serves up colour 
and confidence in Nutcracker 
By GAIL SJUBERG 
Driftwood Staff 

Attending a live performance of 
The Nutcracker Suite ballet is a 
well-starred item on my Jist of 
things to do when my daughter is 
old enough to truly enjoy it with 
me. 

Until then, Salt Spring Centre 
School's production of the 
Nutcracker youth musical at 
Fulford Hall last Wednesday did 
the trick for both of us. 

There was energetic choral 
singing, elegant and athletic danc
ing, humourous lines and confi
dent acting; a bright and shiny set, 
and creative costumes. 

For a bonus we got to chuckle 
over a persnickety half of a 
Fulford Hall stage curtain, which 
wasn't always ready to open on 
cue. However, the wrestling with 
the unyielding maroon opponent 
added to the production's charac-
ter. -

As most people know, 
Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker Suite is 
best known as a ballet based on 
the story of a girl who takes a 
magical dream trip courtesy of a 
nutcracker shaped like a toy sol
dier. (Russian nutcrackers are 
often shaped like human heads, 
my music history textbook 
reveals.) 

From risers on the floor, the 
choir of almost 50 children pro
pelled a strong, united sound into 
the hall, and didn' t let its opening 
enthusiasm sag as various groups 
departed to do their on-stage 
dances. Collectively its members 
made an intriguing sight: some 
dressed as fairies , others as 
Russian, Arabian or Chinese char
acters, soldiers, flowers and rats 
- the latter complete with mis
chievous-looking, cone-shaped 
noses and stiff whiskers. 

This seems to be an ideal musi
cal play for a multi-aged cast of 
young people. As choir members 
they are involved for the whole 
show, and then experience the 

PARTY 
ANIMAL?· 

Check out the 
WHAT'S ON 

calendar of events 
in the Arts & 

Entertainment section 
of the Driftwood. 

excitement of doing their smaller 
group scenes. 

When the children were doing 
their group dances, I perceived a 
lovely sense of cooperation. lf 
someone in a troupe hesitated for 
a second, another child gently 
reminded them of their next move, 
or gave an outstretched hand to 
bring them into a circle or line. 

.•• even the 
young.est in the 
audience were 

entertained 
throughout. 

The main· actors did exception
ally well, speaking and moving 
with confidence. There was Metta 
McLeod as Clara, Sada Keel play
ing the Nutcracker, Leala Gauthier 
as Uncle Drosselmier and Raizy 
Marmorstein as Clara's brother 
Fritz: 

Dawn Hage played masterful 
piano throughout the musical. I 
almost fell over when I saw her 
there. To my knowledge, since 
December 10 this musician and 
mother of two has played 

ROBIN WILLIAMS 

FLU BIER 

Christmas carols for two pre
school classes; sang, played trum
pet and narrated a story for the 
Thned Air Christmas concert; per
formed at the Salt Spring Centre 
winter fair on Saturday; and pro
vided the music for the 
Nutcracker. (That's probably not 
all of her Christmas musical activ
ity, either.) 

The hall felt festive with strings 
of fir and cedar and decorated 
angels hanging overhead, and the 
hum and hurried steps of excited 
children. 

Then there's the ultimate proof 
of a successful production - even 
the youngest in the audience were 
entertained throughout. The 
Nutcracker was an excellent intro
duction to theatre for my 
preschool-aged daughter, who sat 
gripped by the action and music 
for the entire show. 

"That was a neat play, Mom," 
she announced as we walked to 
our car. " I liked how there was 
something different every time the 
curtain opened." She might be 
similarly impressed by the ballet 
version one of these years, but I'll 
bet we will always remember our 
first live Nutcracker from Salt 
Spring Centre School. 

'9Jew.Wn ~ rrJ~ 
fu»n~at 

~~~~~~t~~ 
DINNER ....... .Tues.-Thurs. 5-10 

Fri.-Sat. 5-11; Sun. 5-9 

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
$5.75 

Closed Mondays 
Upper Ganges Centre, Ganges 537-2535 

t.~\v YEAR'S 
~DINNER at 

Wednesday, December 31 
Entertainment by 

Barrington Perry on piano 
- Fruits of the sea in puff pastry 
- 2 soups in 1 bowl; butternut squash 

& mussel bisque 
- Veal sweetbreads In tawny port and 
green peppercorn sauce 

- Wild mushroom terrlne 

- Live Atlantic lobster with papaya, 
saffron and champagne sauce 

-Hickory-smoked veal loin chop with 
blackberry balsamic sauce 

• Pesto crusted rack of lamb with fresh 
rosemary, Dljon mustard and 
Clzano sauce. 

- Trio of vegetarian flans 

- Tiramlsu 
- Blackberry creme brulee 
• Trio of sorbettos - mango, raspberry and 

strawberry 
- Belgian chocolate truffle torte 

coffee, tea ~ 
.·!' $35.00 per person ,... P. 

0-q Reservations please: 53 7-5979 J 
.dJ rrv v .1). (LAST YEAR WAS I> 
~. ~ o.- SOLD OUT QUICKLY/) •.: ~C • 
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New 
Year's 
bashes 
planned 

Elegant dinners, excellent music, 
dancing and toasts to 1998 are some 
of the options for New Year's Eve 
celebrants on Salt Spring. 

At Moby's Pub islanders can ring 
in the new year with the Bill Hilly 
Band, a five-member Victoria group 
that plays sophisticated, yet "down 
home," acoustic music which has 
made them an in-demand entertain
ment commodity. 

Promotional material states: '"Their 
rich four and five-part harmonies 
have had audiences swooning from 
Copenhagen to Courtenay. Whether 
they play oldtime fiddle tunes, blue
grass, klezmer, Gypsy swing or mari
achi, when they hit the stage, the joint 
is jumpin' and the dancers are 
bumpin'." 

Dinner will be served from 5 to 11 
p.m., with dancing from 10 p.m. to 2 
a.m. 

Kenny Byron and the Tragically 
Hick are celebrating their first 
anniversary and the new year with a 
performance at the Legion. The party 
includes a cold buffet at 10 p.m. and 
champagne at midnight. Advance 
tickets only from the Legion are $10. 

The Fulford Inn's New Year's cel
ebration includes a three-course 
prime rib dinner, with Yorkshire pud
ding, soup and salad, served in the 
restaurant or pub. Ted Cook and the 
Cranberry Hill Gang are providing 
the entertainment. 

At Pomodori Restaurant, people 
are invited to welcome the new· year 
by singing and dancing to the music 
of the multi-tf!Iented Derek Duffy. 

The Cranberry Hill Gang are also 
scheduled to make an appearance at 
the Harbour House Hotel with 
recording artists The Grapes of 
Wrath and locally-rooted Pine Cone 
Fight and Three Chord Sloth. 
· (See Kerry Roth's music column 

this week for more details on the 
Harbour House event) 

Tickets are $30 per person and 
available at the Harbour House Hotel 
front desk or by calling the hotel at 
537-5571. Price includes party 
favours and champagne at midnight. 

At the Harbour House Bistro, a 
five-course dinner, party favours and 
a toast at midnight is planned, along 
with singing and dancing to Murray 
Anderson on the piano. Cost is $40 
per person. 

Alfresco Restaurant is also serving 
up a special New Year's Eve dinner, 
for $35, with Barrington Perry play
ing piano. Reservations are recom
mended. A five-course gourmet din
ner with matching wi nes and 
champagne, at $98 per couple, is 
set fo r Seacourt Restaurant. 
Anthony Pros k, who has just 
released a CD called Gulf Islands 
Suite, will provide the music. 

.?/?uutL ~oa 
for 20 of service! 

CHARLES NELKEN, 
From the Board of Trustees 
and the Administration of 

School District #64 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

Crafter 
Island musician Peeter Prince performs at Moby's Pub Saturday 
night as the pub presents a musical craft fair throughout the 
afternoon and evening. P~>o•obyOt<ncHundy 

Country music on tap 
There'll be lots of country music 

on Salt Spring during the Christmas 
season. 

Kenny Byron and The Tragically 
Hick are playing in the Wheelhouse 
Pub in the Harbour House Hotel this 
weekend, and at the Legion on New 
Year's Eve. 

The Salt Spring band, which 
recently celebrated its first anniver
sary, plays a mix of old country and 
new, from Hank Williams to George 
Strait. The group also draws on the 
music of bands such as Prairie 
Oyster, the Mavericks and Lone Star. 

Lead singer and guitarist Ken 
Byron formed the band in the fall of 

1996. He called on his brother Darrel 
Byron, a singer-guitarist with many 
years of performing experience, lead 
guitarist .Paul Smith and keyboard 
player Tony Richards to join him. 
Drummer Mike Stefancsik and bass 
guitarist Dave Bartle joined the band 
a few months later. 

The Tragically Hick has played for 
several dances at the Legion in the 
past year and for some private par
ties. The band plans to make a 
recording in the coming year. 

The Tragically Hick will play at 
the Harbour House on Friday and 
Saturday, and at the Legion next 
Wednesday. 

~<&~~~ 
FROM THE STAFF & MANAGEMENT 

THE WHEELHOUSE PUB 
IS OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY 4PM - 8PM 

*Off l 'Jies Available* 
•••••••••••••••••••••• 

BOXING DAY & SAt DEC. 27 

"THE TRAGICALLY HICK" , . 

··············~~····'· ' P~T YO~R ,NEW YE~R'S EYE TIX NOW! 
• Thre-e Chord/ Slotll 

• THE GRAPES OF WRATH • 
lffJ~~E BY: PINE CONE FIGHT # ~ 

Tickets available at the front desk 

/Itt~ fw,o;elftirJ' M tk t~fltvrd'tt ~at tk 

HARBOUR HOUSE 
537-5571 

Jl!kw~~e/' 
~lucist:ma~and tire~ 

that; a6ound& dul«i'l!f tlreseasml/ 6e

withJ-OW 
alt tluv>qgh tire~! 

REJMAX of Salt Spring 
Salt Spring l si, BC 

V8K 2T2 

Tom Navratil 
(250) 537-9977 

AT THE 

Cold Buffet Champagne 
1 OPM at midnight 

~ .. 0 00 o~;~k~;:0$0;;; 0~~;0;;:~~ .. 00 

J;
\ .. ~~~.~~.~~.~~.~.~~~:.~.~~.~~~.~~~. 

• • Doors open at 

" ' ~ ~ 8:30pm • ·~ 1!117 MEMBERS & GUESTS WELCOME 

·~ y~ iff r5elelnwM-' 
AT THE 

tfeacotnq;, 
Chef Larry Lee is teaming up with wine consultant Steve Coopman 

to present the first in a series of Jive course wine dinners. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE MENU 
- 1997 

HORS D'OEUVRES 
served with Vernay Brut Premium French Sparkling Wine 

SOUP CELESTINE 
chicken broth with julienne vegetables, garnished with julienne crepes 

served with Vernay Brut Premium French Sparkling wine 

TEA-SMOKED DUCK CONFIT 
seroed with mixed greens and a warm tarragon-cranberry vinaigrette 

served with Calona Vineyards Artist Series Gewurztraminer 1995 

FRESH FRUIT ICE CASSATA 

CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF ROULADE 
stuffed with cognac pate and Chanterelle mushrooms 

garnished with a fine herb Chardonnay glaze 
served with Columbia Crest Merlot 

CAFE DIABLO 

FRUIT AND NUT BRIE 
baked brie encrusted with toasted ground brazil nuts 

served with pineapple-apricot coulis 
served with Quinta Do Crasto Vintage 1985 Port 

MIDNIGHT 
toast to 1998 with Domaine Mumms Cuvee Napa Brut Prestige . 

Seating is limited 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED BY MONDAY DEC. 29 

$98/ couple plus taxes 
Doors open 7pm I Hors d' oeuvres 7:30pm I Dinner served 8pm 

ENTERTAINMENT BY ANTHONY PROSK 

SEA COURT 
RESTAURANT 

537-4611 



Christmas 
in the 
woods 
By JENNA WATSON BRAWN 
Age6 
Salt Spring Centre School 
First place 

One day there was an elf and he 
was lonely. 

He was so little, he could fit into 
Santa's pocket! One day Santa 
was looking for the little elf but 
the elf was at the Christmas store. 
He went to buy some Christmas 
lights and decorations for the tree. 
He was so excited that be bought 
candy and junk food. Santa did not 
allow junk food at the North Pole. 
It was so good he stayed at the 
store until the evening, then he 
decided to stay overnight. 

He saw a fairy in the store at 
night. The fairy told the elf that he 
should go home because it was 
Christmas Day! He jumped up and 
dropped all of his things and ran 
out to the sleigh. He was so rusjled 
that he jumped right out of his 
shoes! He jumped into the sled 
j ust in time to help Santa deliver 
the presents. 

Christmas 
By DANICA LUNDY 
Age6 
Salt Spring Centre School 
Second place 

Jane and Michael were so excited 
that in two days it was Christmas. 

Jane was more excited than 
Michael because it was her birthday 
and she was tu rning 8. I t was 
Christmas Eve, we were so busy! 

Tomorrow is Christmas. 
"Santa Claus has been he re," 

exclaimed Jane . "Look in ou r 
stockings." 

"Wow, look at mine." 
"Tune to have breakfast" 
"Oh mom, we want to unwrap 

our presents." 
" You can upwrap your presents 

now." 
"Mine is special," said Jane. "It's 

Purrla." 

ChristJtDas 
Creations 

READY FOR JUDGING: Preparing to judge 
Christmas stories are, from left, Ken 
Kennings, Olive Clayton, Don Boyes, coordi
nator Alex Mitchell, Betty Poole, Norma 
Selig and Dan Davies of Salt Spring. Absent 

w as Lewis Pitman. The judges sifted 
through 85 entries before choosing the 
w inners of the Driftwood 's annual 
Christmas story contest. The winning entries 
are being published this week. 

Pf1oto by Tony Rlchatds 

Christmas story winners named 
Winners of the Driftwood 's annual Christmas 

story contest are published in this week's paper. 
Judges read entries from 85 local youngsters, 

and awarded prizes to 10 of them. 
T he winners in each of the five age g roups 

were: 
• 5 and 6: Jenna Watson Brawn, first; Danica 

Lundy, second. 
• 7 and 8: Pandora Morgan, first; Catlin Hilyer, 

second. 
• 9 and 10: Noah McColl, first; Alicia Coelho, 

second. 
• 11 and 12: Danika Surm, first; Mason Bennett, 

second. 
• 14-17: Patrick Callas, first; Matthew King, 

second. 
Winners receive cash prizes ranging from $25 to 

$50. 
The judges also awarded honourable mention to 

several youthful writers whom they felt deserved 
special recognition for their work. 

They were Salt Spring Centre School students 
Heather MacDonald, 6, Sofia Dammei-Sherrin, 
Dustin McRobb, Sarah McCormick, Arlo Bryn
Thorn, Liam Budd and Tilly Morgan, all aged 4. 

Judging was coordinated again this year by 
Driftwood columnist Alex Mitchell. Judges were 
Betty Poole, Olive Clayton, Dan Davies, Don 
Boyes, Norma Se lig, Lewis Pitman and Ken 
Kennings. 

Elves Dori't Have Small Ears 
By PANDORA MORGAN 
Age8 
Fulford Elementary School 
First place 

'Tw as th e ni g.ht b e f o re 
C hr istm as w hen a ll thro ug h 
the house, noth ing was st ir
ring, not even an elf . The c hil
dren were sleeping but in the 
morning something was 
wrong. Santa bad not come! 
People were in a panic a ll over 
the world! 

When three kids went to 

schoo l everything seemed sad, 
esp ecia lly Elizabeth the ir g ym 
teacher. She was so sad s he was 
too late for school. The k ids' 
names were Mar y, Joan a nd 
Em ily. Elizabeth was M ary's 
mo th e r. They we re all i n 
kindergarten and had short hair. 
Joan and Em ily came over to 
M ary's all the time. 

As far as J oan and Emily 
were concerned, Mary's mother 
Elizabeth was an elf because 
she wore red and green all the 

time and a funny little hat. She 
also had little beady twinkling 
eyes . Mary di do ' t agree with 
the other s . "Elves don 't have 
small ears," she said. 

Joan and E mily teased her 
and to ld all t he ot her k ids, 
"Mary's got an elf mo t her, 
Mary's got an elf m other l" 
Soon all the kids laughed at 
her. 

Soon Elizabeth called every
one into the gym. The room 
was filled with presents and 

the re was one BIG present as 
big as a full grown man. The 
label o n it said "To the Whole 
W ide World." They opened it 
and were s u rprised. It was 
Santa. 

"Merry Christmas!" he said. 
"T he re indee r ra n away so I 
cou ldn 't br ing yo ur present s 
but now they are bac k on 
schedule. So dig for you r pre
sents." So they did. 

Mary thought maybe having 
an elf mom isn't so bad. 

The Disaster Christmas 
By CATLIN HILYER 
Age8 
Fulford Elementary School 
Second place 

There was once an elf family. There was a 
mother, a father, a big brother, a big sister 
and a little sister. 

I am the little one. My name is Small One 
because 1 am too small to do anything. My 
father's name is Big Elf because he is the 
biggest. My mother's name is Medium Elf. 
And my brother and sister's name is Weirdo 
Elf (well, that is just what I call them 
because they always act weird .). This is a 
story about my family and our wacky 
Christmas last year. Here is my story. 

It was December when everything was a 
bustle. Mother was cooking, father was out 
shopping for everyone. And us kids were 
writing to Santa. This is .what my letter said 

Dear Santa Claus, 
I would like a new cap, a radio, and a new 

scarf. 
From, 
Small One 

My Jetter was always short, because I did 
not want to be greedy. But my brother's and 
sister's were always very long. 

Well, let's get to a different subject. After 

that we decorated the tree. One hour later, 
the tree was beautiful and the n T just thought 
that I had fo rgotten to put cookies out for 
Santa. 

Up at the North Pole, things weren't so 
jolly. Santa lost all his reindeer. The presents 
were going to be late and the elves were on 
vacation. ft was a DISASTER!!! 

So, Santa phoned up the elf family to see if 
they would mind helping. They said yes. So 
they got .a ride to the North Pole, but their 
train was cancelled! So they could not go. 
Christmas would be cancelled. But there was 
a plane going soon and they could catch it. 
So they caught it and they saved Christmas. 
And the elves had a good Christmas. 

The 
Month 
of Love 
By Danika Surm 
Age12 
Mayne Island School 
First place 

Wearily I trudged home from 
school. Another day had gone by 
with everyone preparing for the 
Christmas concert. 

The choir was singing The Lord 
is Our Shepherd in anticipation of 
the yearly Christmas ritual. My best 
friend, Aja, was playing the lead 
angel and in her sequined costume I 
envied her more than anyone could 
guess. My parents being very strict 
Jews, I was not allowed to partici
pate in the preparations for 
Christmas. At horne, the house was 
bustling with getting ready for 
Chanukah, but to me, the excite
ment seemed dulled and rather lone
ly. 

I kicked at a clump of snow that 
lay in my path and threaded my way 
around puddles of slush. Angrily I 
buried my hands in my pockets. 

Lights fl ickered in my window. 
and the silhouette of my mother 
d rew me towards the door. Our 
menorah gleamed on the windowsill 
and all the brightly coloured can
dles, standing tall and perfect, ready 
to be burned, reminded me that 
nothing had changed. Tomorrow I 
would light the first candle, say the 
traditional prayers, share presents, 
and play games. 

Nothing excited me - not the 
thought of seeing my relatives, nor 
the excitement of receiving presents. 
I' d been robbed of my traditions, all 
because of my new awareness of 
other peoples' beliefs. I wanted to 
celebrate Christmas too! 

During lunch the next afternoon I 
shoved myself into the cafeteria 
line-up. As we were jostled forward, 
I tried to make myself heard over 
the sea of students. I soon became 
hoarse and had to wait for another 
opportunity to speak with Aja . 
Finally the time arose, and nervous
ly fearing that she would think less 
of me, I asked her the question. 

As I nibbled on my fingernails, I 
asked. "Aja ... " Stumbling over the 
words I tried hard to explain my 
jealousy, my longing to be like her. 

"Aja, what is Christmas like?" 
I could tell she was taken aback 

and I realized that our friendship 
had really not gone much further 
than school and occasional phone 
conversations. Her response was 
slow in corning, but that was just 
Aja. 

"The smell of Christmas comes 
first. The scent of cookies filling the 
house and cakes and candies cover
ing the counters and empty shelves. 
Mysterious packages loom under 
beds and in cupboards. The house is 
decorated with boughs of cedar, 
holly and mistletoe and the tree, 
covered with tinsel, angels and 
ornaments, is the masterpiece of all 
masterpieces. But really, the best 
fee ling is the closeness of being 
with your parents, siblings and rela
tives." 

I let her words wash over me, like 
reassuring waves. Cultures are not 
that different, we all share the best 
celebration, the celebration of love, 
unity, and friendship. 

That evening I lit the first candle 
and with a new reverence whispered 
a little prayer. "Merry Christmas and 
Merry Chanukah, loved ones," I 
said. My parents looked up and 
smiled. 

"Merry season," they answered. 
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The Christmas Basket ~<You; 
for 20 of service! 

By MATTHEW KING 
Agel5 
Gulf Islands Secondary School 
Second place 

One recent Christmas my Dad 
was telling a story about how dif
ficult things were for families 
when he was a teenager. 

she suggested that he could go 
and help deliver baskets. My Dad 
wasn't too thrilled with the idea 
but since he was going to be able 
to drive the old Buick he would 
go. 

The roads were not too snowy 
that Saturday afternoon. My Dad 
said that he trav-
elled several 
streets delivering 

was glad that he hadn 't seen any 
of his friends. 

"The last house should be just 
over on the next street," he said 
to himself. As he drove down the 
narrow street, he couldn ' t read 
the numbers on the houses. 
Finally he saw it. The house was 

clean but in 
very poor 
shape. The 

playing when their mother carne 
to the door. 

"Merry Christmas, here is a 
basket fo r you from the food 
bank,'' my Dad said. 

She looked surprised and said, 
"Thank you." 

The children were now hang
ing on to her skirts. My Dad 
turned and walked down the 
front steps in his cozy sheepskin 

Many of the families could not 
afford to buy presents or have a 
Christmas meal. The food bank 
was busy preparing baskets of 
food and small gifts for people 
who were less fortunate. 

However, there were so many 
baskets to deliver that the people 
in charge didn't know how they 
were going to make the deadline 
of Christmas Eve. An appeal was 
read on the radio for any volun
teers who had a car and some 
spare time to come to the down
town office. My Dad was only 18 
at the time but his Dad had an 
old Buick that he loved to drive. 
Apparently his Mom was tired of 
him hanging around the house so 

baskets. It was 
tedious work and 
he wasn't too 
pleased that his 
Mom had talked 
him into spending 
his Saturd ay 
afternoon this 
way. 

, He had just 
received the 

best Christmas 

front step 
was starting 
to pull away. 

H e 
knocked on 
the door and 
waited. He 
knocked 

jacket. -' 
The next thing that my Dad 

heard was the voice of the little 
boy. 

"Was that Jesus mommy?" he 
asked. 

DOUG SMITH, 
From the Board of Trustees 
and the Administration of 

Scho.ol District #64 

present ever. My Dad said that he stopped 
dead in his tracks. He cou ldn't 
believe what he had just heard. 
He had just received the best 
Christmas present ever. Smiling 
he walked the rest of the way to 
the old Buick with a bounce in 
his step. The joy that comes from 
giving and helping had filled his 
heart. 

PARTY ANIMAL? 
· The sun was 
beginning to set. 
The streets were a little harder to 
find. Not all of the house num
bers were visible. He had just 
one last basket to deliver and 
then this chore would be over. He 

again. A 
young, tired 
woman 

answered the door. Two small 
children were on the floor near 
the wood stove. They were shab
bily dressed and playing with an 
old wooden spool. They stopped 

Check out the 
WHAT'S ON 

calendar of events 
in the Arts & 

Entertainment section of 
the Driftwood. 

Ann Meets Santa Claus Salt Spring Is1and Community Services 
' 268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 

BY ALICIA COELHO 
Age9 
Fulford Elementary Sclwol 
Second place 

It was the night before Cluistmas 
and all the children were asleep. 

Nobody was awake except Saint 
Nick who was going from one house 
to another. At the hour of midnight 
he was stopping at Ann and Pete's 
house. Ann woke suddenly and got 
up and ran into Pete's room. She 
said, "I heard something on the roof." 

"There's nothing on the roof," 
said Pete, "go back to bed little sis
ter." 

"My name is not little sister," she 
said, "my name is Ann but you're 
too dumb to know that." 

Just then Dad came downstairs. 
"Why are you two fighting on 
Christmas Eve?" he asked 

"It was her fault," said Pete. 
"But I beard something on the 

roof," said Ann. 
"Now, now," said Dad, "get back 

into your rooms and go to sleep." 
''Night night kids," he said as he 

shut the door. 
Meanwhile Santa Claus was in the 

living room thinking about if he 
should give Ann and Pete a present. 

He decided that he would and just as 
be was about to put the present 
under the tree, one of the reindeer 
stamped a hoof really hard and Ann 
woke up again. 

She went into the living room and 
saw all the presents on the floor. She 
looked toward the chimney and saw 
Santa Oaus. She walked over to him 
to see if he really was Santa or if she 
was just seeing things. But it was 
true! Santa thought that she might 
put him in a zoo so he picked her up 
and went up the chimney, got into 
his sled and took off to the North 
Pole. Before Ann knew what had 
happened to her, Santa had carried 
her into his house and dropped her 
on the floor. Ann picked herself up 
and looked around. 

"Where am I?" she asked. 
"You are in my house," said 

Santa. 
"Why did you take me with you?" 

asked Ann. 
"Because no child has ever seen 

me even though I go to their houses 
every year. When you saw me I 
didn't know if you would be bad or 
good to me so I took you with me." 

"Does that mean that I don't get 
any presents?" exclaimed Ann. 

wishes to express thanks to all the merchants 
and individuals who \\'ere so generous 

in their support of the 

CHRISTMAS CHAFf FAIR 
AND RAFFLE: 

Robert Bateman 
Fulford OAP 

Fulford Inn 

Ganges Village Market 

Ganges Payless 

Harbour House Hotel 

Hastings House 

Meg Buckley Pottery 

Lightning Press 

Moby's Marine Pub 

Mouat's Trading Company 

O.G.J.F.A.* 

Patterson's Market 

Slegg's Lumber 

The Haircutting Place 

Thrifty Foods 

Lynn & Drew Thornburn 
*Ometeppe Gulf Islands Friendship 

We wish to thank as well · A Thousand Words 
Picture Framing, The Driftwood, 

The Dog Star Market, and tile many, many 
volunteers who donated their time and 

food items· especially the members of the 
OAP and the young women from the 

SS Soccer Association. 

And to the many vendors: 
Thank-you all for your participation 

and co-operation. 
We hope to see you all 

neA-t year. 

"No, no," replied Santa, "you will 
get presents. Would you like a cup of 
Coke?" asked Santa. 

"Okay," said Ann. 
Santa then gave her some pre

sents. 
"Wow," said Ann, "but I would 

like to spend Christmas with my 
family." 

"Well,'' said Santa, "if you don't 
tell anybody about your visit." 

"I promise I won't," said Ann. 
So Santa took Ann back home. 
"Wake up honey," said Dad, 

"come and open your presents." 
"Okay,'' said Ann. 
Dad looked at her and said, ''Why 

do you have such a big smile on 
your face?" 

Mom replied, "Why, because it's 
Christmas!" 

537·9971 . 
. ALL OF OUR SERVICES ARE FREE 

* 24 HR. CRISIS LINE: Dial 0 and ask for ZENITH 2262 (no charge). 
Caller is connected with the Need Crisis Centre in Victoria. 

* EMERGENCY FOOD BANK: Open Tuesday 11-3. 
* COUNSELLING SERVICES: Crisis and short-term counselling provided 

by Community Workers. 
* ALCOHOL & DRUG PROGRAM: Prevention & treatment service is free 

and confidential. 
* FAMILY PLACE: DROP IN · for parents & children under6yrs. Mon ·Thurs 

9:30·12 noon. RUG HUGGERS • drop in program for new parents, Fridays 
11am-1pm Oncludes light lunch). CLOTHING EXCHANGE -open daily. 

* COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS: "Belly Talk" is a new group for pregnant 
women, which meets Monday 7:30pm in the Family Place. Come & share your 
hopes, fears, joys & complaints about your pregnancy & up-coming motherhood 
with other pregnant women. For more info call Jules Atkins at 653-4533. 

* RECYCLE DEPOT: Open Tuesday · Saturday from 10:00am·5pm, 
349 Rainbow Rd., 537-1200. CLOSED DEC. 24·27 & JAN. 1. 

* COMMUNITY WB.LNESS PROGRAMS COORDINATOR: Cal Sharon GloYer 81537-4607. 

* CLIMBING WALL HOURS: Thurs. & Fri. 6:30 • 9:30pm. 
Full equipment chg. $2.50. CLUB NIGHT: Sunday 6:30·9:30pm. 

JAN. 8 & 9: Cinderella & The Three Bears, a musical • £11'£/W' SATURDAY 
pantomime. Activity Centre, a Core Inn Benefit • Book Sale, downstairs at library, 1 Oam-12:30pm. 
Production, 8pm. 

JAN. 10 & 11: Cinderella & The Three Bears, a musical £11'£/W' MONDAY 
pantomime. Activity Centre, a Core Inn Benefit • Free blood pressure clinic, Seniors for Seniors 10.12noon (last Mon. ea. mo.) 
Production, 2pm. . Adult 22 rifle shooting, SSI Rod & Gun Club, 7-9pm. 

WERY WEDNESDAY ·Taoist Tai Chi, for Seniors, Lower Central Hall, 10am. 
• Seniors & Alzheimers support group, Seniors for Seniors bldg. 11 am • OAPO #32 carpet bowling, Lower Central Hall, 1:30pm. 
·Archery Shooting, SSI Rod & Gun Club, 7pm. • Reader's Theatre, Croftonbrook Hall, 10am 
• Stamp Collectors all ages, Seniors For Seniors, 10am. . Spanish conversation group, Seniors for Seniors, 10am·noon 
·Cancer Support Group, Croflonbrook 1 oam. -12 noon (every 3rd Wed.) 
·Core-Inn Committee Meetings, Core-Inn on McPhillips, 4:30-6pm. (not last Monday of the mo.) 
• Special Olympics Bowling, Bowling Alley, 10am-11 am. • SS Weavers & Spiller,@ F~'lns.to use the iMwy, 10'.30crn (evety 2rxl Tlus.) 
• O.A.P.O. Leonie tea & video, Lower Central Hall, 1:30 (except 2nd Wed.) • SSI Buddhist med~ation group, 135 McPhillips Ave., 7:30pm. 
·Therapeutic Touch Practioners group, SeniOIS for Seniors, • Bandemonium, Meaden Hall, the Legion, 7·9pm. 
7pm (every 1st Wed.) • Hand gun. SSI Rod & Gun Club, 7pm 

• Drop in centre for people with mental health concems, basement • Carpet bowling, OAP Fulford hall, 2pm. 
of SSI Community Centre, 3:30-5:30pm. Drop · .__people with -~ ... ~• health basement of 

• SSI Painters' Guild meetings, Hart Bradley Hall, 9:30-noon • In centre lUI """""' concerns, 
WEIW' TNVR91JAY . SSt Community Centre, 3:~5:30pm. 
. Parkinsons Support Gr., Croftonbrook, 2pm ,(second Thurs. o1 the mo.) • Alblmn session, Reader's Theatre, Croftonbrook HaR, 10.12. 
·Luncheon, Seniors for Seniors, 12 noon. ·Children's storytime, Mary Hawkins Ubrary, 1 Dam. 
·Chess Club, Seniors for Seniors Bldg., 7pm. • Drawirg dass,library, 1:15-3:15. 
• Rea00g Clt.tl klr 7-12 yea1 olds,lbary, 1:~2:30, Jilf 1 ().Aug. 14. • Health & rlilition klr famies, FaJTiY P1a:e 9:~ 12pm (3rd Mon. ea mo. 
. Scottish Country Dancers, Anglican ChiXCh Hall, 6pm. 
• SSI WeaNers' Guild, Baptist Church, 10:30-1 :00 WEIW' TVE9QIIY 
WEIW' FRIDAY · Duplicate Bridge, Meaden Hall at the Legion, 7pm. 
• Fulford OAP #170, bingo 2:00pm. ·Seniors choir practices, Seniors !Of Seniors, 10:30am. 
G aft Sen. tor Sen' 1 30pm Mah J 12 30pm • Target Archery, FuHord Hall, 4:30-6. Archery lessons 3:30-4:30. · ames emoon, tors IOfS, : , ongg : . 

. Drop in centre tor people with mental health concerns, basement of • Adun small bore, SSI Rod & Gun Club, 7 -9pm 
SSI Community Centre, 3:~5:~. • Plcmed Pa'erllood.anc. ss Heath Uri! behirxl u.tt t.trto Hosp. 4::m:x,m. 

·A Course in Miracles, stlKly group, 552 Rainbow Rd. NA. 10.11 :30. • French conversation, Croflonbrook, 10:15am • 11 :45am. 

To have your no charge event listed here free, just drop it off to the Driftwood office by noon Friday! 
YOUR COMMUNITY CALENDAR IS SPONSORED BY: 

MON.-FRI. 9-4 
320 UPPER GANGES RD. 

537-4422 
Your On Island Printer 

" Quality and Service Make the Difference" 
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A Bitter-Sweet Christmas Tale 
By PATRICK CALLAS 
Age17 
Gulf Islands Secondary School 
First place 

Nestled in the mountains of 
Salt Spring Island was a regular 
one-story house made from pale 
wood and faded red brick. In this 
house lived one Christopher 
Pearson, an average man with 
thinning mahogany hair, a sag
ging stomach and beige-framed 
spectacles perched on the bridge 
of his nose. 

Since the age of nine 
Christopher had wanted to be a 
doctor or perhaps a famous ,astro
naut. However, his lack of self
confidence landed him a boring 
governmental office job. A dreary 
five-day work week from nine in 

' the ~<?,rning ~ntil five ~t n!~.!Jt 
consumed Chnsfopher's tune. 

On weekends, Christopher 
would stock up on food supplies 
and spend the rest of his free time 
sipping coffee, while reading the 
newspaper and watching the 
world go by. 

Christopher despised winter 
time most of all. lt was bitterly 
cold in the morning and his worn
down car's engine took half-of
forever to start. The thought of 
the occasional flurry, stranding 
Christopher at home, worried 
him. The short bleak days made 
Christopher even more depressed 
than usual. 

Nevertheless, all the minor irri
tations couldn't compare to the 
utter annoyance Christopher felt 
towards the commercialization of 
Christmas. The media was always 
bombarded with Christmas pro
motions. As early as October, 
department stores and television 
stat ions fired their Christmas 
advert isement arsenal into the 
unsuspecting public. 
Commercials flaunted obnoxious 
ultimatums like "Buy our product 
to make the holidays special!" or 
"Buy our merchandise - it will 
bring Christmas cheer!" or even 
worse, "You want your kids to 
love you on Christmas day? Then 
buy this phenomenal toy!" 

Christopher thought that every 

WILSON 
YOtll GILF ISI.ANOS 

CONNECT1011 

-* ' 
JFid~ere 
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Ph: (250) 537-5515 
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1-800-286·9375 

time he got a Christmas flyer, a 
Christmas coupon or any other 
Christmas dribble, he would go 
bright red in the face, shake like 
an earthquake and then explode, 
but he never did. 

This particular day Christopher 
had finished all his officially 
tedious governmental paperwork 
ahead of schedule so he decided 
to leave early. As Christopher sat 
in his frigid car waiting for the 
windows to defrost, he suddenly 
remembered he needed to pick up 
some milk at the supermarket. 

Several minutes later, 
Christopher was parked in front 
of the supermarket. Christopher 
stepped out of his car, paused a 
second to shiver in the icy Arctic 
air, and then proceeded to the 
establishment. Christopher tilted 

"lifs . hea(f"dow'tilfe" avoid 'flie s ight 
of the bright rainbow of 
Christmas lights and the array of 
Christmas paraphernalia that 
adorned the store's outer and 
inner walls. As Christopher 
entered the supermarket, an 
employee dressed in a ridiculous 
elf costume greeted him cheerily 
with free samples. Christopher 
just pushed past the elf employee 
and darted straight for the milk 
cooler. Thoughts of malice and ill 
will towards the goofy elf invad
ed Christopher's bitter mind. 

As Christopher reached for a 
carton of milk on the cooler shelf, 
a sharp shooting pain ran up his 
left arm like a bolt of lightning 

and Christopher tumbled to the 
ground grasping his chest. Then 
all Christopher could hear was 
the pounding of blood in his 
veins and blurry, distorted voices. 
In a dizzied ecstasy, Christopher 
was floating above what resem
bled his body. Concerned people 
were gathered in a pack around 
Christopher's body and the elf 
employee was there barking com
mands. 

Promptly the elf, a fair-haired, 
pleasant-looking young woman, 
straddled Christopher's limp 
body and began compressing his 
chest. Christopher recognized this 
as CPR and the next thing he 
knew everything went black, 
actually more of a smeared dark 
red and green colour. Christol?her 
could perceive some form of 
Cnristmas melody' ni&ed 'up with 
a howling siren. 

Christopher awoke groggy
headed in a soft hospital bed. 
Shortly after that, a slightly stout, 
middle-aged nurse entered the 
room. The nurse took his pulse 
and then wrote on a chart that 
was sitting at the food of the bed. 
Suddenly something miraculous 
dawned on Chris - instilling joy 
in other people's lives is the most 
wondrous gift one can give. 

Without another thought, Chris 
blurted out in a faint voice, 
"Merry Christmas! Merry 
Christmas and God bless us all!" 

The nurse just nodded her head 
passively and smiled. 

Joan Denise Lesley Janet 

SALT SPRING 
PHYSIOTHERAPY 

CLINIC 
Open Monday to Friday . 

l• • ~ ~~ Evemngs and Saturdays, to serve you better~ .. ~ 

RECYCLING 
DEPOT 

Salt Spring school HOLIDAY 
SCHEDULE singers 

Grade one students at Salt 
Spring Elementary School 
sing with enthusiasm at the 
school's Christmas pageant 
held last Tuesday evening for 
family and friends. 

PLEASE NOTE: the depot is 
always closed Sundays and 
Mondays. As well, it will be 
closed: Dec. 24th, 25th, 26th 
& 27th. We will be closed 
Jan. 1st also. The depot staff 
wish you all happy and safe 
holidays. 

Here's hoping the 
holidays are filled with the 

best of everything 
for all our friends and 

neighbours, everywhere. -

We appreciate your 
patronage and sincerely 

look forward to seeing you 
in the future. · 

Happy Holidays! 

~OUR~ 
HOUDAY 
SCHEDUII 

•. 

The Driftwood office 
will .close at 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 24 

and reopen at 8 a.m. on 
Monday, Dec. 29. 

• 
On New Year's Eve, 

Wednesday, Dec. 31 , the office 
will close at 3 p.m. 

and reopen at 8 a.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 2. 

Upper Ganges Centre 537-9933 
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Freckles' Christmas 
By Mason Bennett 
Age 12 
Salt Spring Centre School 
Second place 

Everybody is always crazy 
at this time of year and 1 don't 
get why. Maybe it is because 
their brains get f rozen but I 
doubt it. I just think that they 
are crazy! 

"Freckles, come here! " 
I barked at whoever it was, 

to say, "you are breaking my 
train of thought." 

Oh, but of cou rse, I ca n· 
understand them but th ey 
can't understa nd me and if I 
don 't listen to them I get a 
"train in g sessio n. " I trotted 
off. On my way I picked up 
my stuffed bear, probably the 
only one who didn ' t tell me 
what to do. 

"Hi Freckles, guess what we 
are going to do today? We are 
going to get some Christmas 
presents." 

It was Maso n. He is okay. 
He is the only one who lets me 
sleep on his bed. He clipped 
th e leash to my colla r. I hate 
the leash! First of all, it is not 
very long so when I try to run, 
they yell at me and yank on 
the leash. 

Angelica was dancing 
around yelling, " It 's almost 
Christmas, it's almost 
Christmas!" 

"What is Christmas?" I won
dered. Then a thought came to 
my mind ; maybe it ' s 
Christmas that makes them go 
crazy. 

Mason pulled the leash to 
get me to go to the car. Oh , 
how I love the car! I especially 
like sticking my head out the 
window of the car and having 

the wind go through my fur. 
When we arrived back home 

it was almost dark. Then we 
went down to do the horses, 
came back up and ate dinner. 
Well, I had the regular lams 
puppy food. lt starts to get a 
little disgusting after a while. 
After dinner was f inished, 
Peter, the one who playfights 
with me, hung some big wool
ly things next to the fire. 

Pete r started to read a story. 
All that T got out of the book 
was "and all through the house 
not a creature was stirring, not 
even a mouse." 

Later, when I was sleeping 
on Mason's bed, I got woken 
up by a so und on th e roof. 
Quickly but carefully I got off 
Mason's bed to .go and see 
what was there. I saw nothing 
at first but then saw something 
in the fireplace. I started to 
growl but then whoever was 
the re threw me a bone and I 
stopped . 

When I looked up, I saw a 
fat man in a red suit carrying a 
big b ag with boxes inside. 
Maybe it was full of bones and 
treats for m e! I jumped up on 
the fat man, hoping to get my 
treats . 

The fa t man said, " Down 
gi rl , down," just like every
body else. 

Being well trained, I lay 
down and watched him put all 
the boxes under the tree. 

The next morning everyone 
was pulling the boxes out from 
under the tree . Everything 
became clear to me. I finally 
understood why everyone was 
so crazy at this time of year. 

But th e rest is my little 
secret. 

· ' I 

ByNoahMcCoiiFrom Emy 
I ~ 

Age9 
Fulford Elementary School 
First place 

Hello, my name is Emy. I am 36 em. tall and I'm 638 years old and 
I'm an elf, an undercover elf and my duty is to see who is good and bad 
on the wonderful Island of Salt Spring. I'm very glad with what I see. 

But I must remind you that the best child on this Christmas Eve will 
be going to the North Pole. There Santa will talk to them and ask them 
if he or she will want to be an elf. If she or he didn't want to be an elf 
then Santa would take him or her home in his sleigh. 

If you would like to be an elf you take the royal test of the elves, 
which is: you have to wrap 10 presents in 10 minutes and make three 
toy trains in 15 minutes using magic that will be shown by the head elf 
called Huke. 

Then you have the final test called the Champ. There y~u have to 
decide what kind of elf y,ou want to be. You could be an undercover elf, 
a toy maker and Santa;s helpers. I only know what the undercover elf 
training is like but that is top secret. 

If you pass all your tests you get an elf award and are called an elf. If 
you fail your test you go home with Santa. 

You may be wondering why you got this letter. It's because you have 
been chosen to come to the North Pole on Christmas Eve. I myself will 
take you. Meet me on the north end anywhere. I will fmd you. 

Signed, 
Santa 
and Rudolph too. 

STORIES 

and 
iff !IIOJfw'rJtt-f 'o$ 

To all our clients, 
customers and friends, 

hove a nice safe holiday, 
drive safely and make that 

one for the road 

JOHN PAUL 
PAINTING 

537-2732 

-, ~ASON'S 
U REETINGS 

Hope your holiday 
is filled 

with many wonderful 
surprises. 

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
Wed. Dec. 24, 1 Oam-4pm 

CLOSED: 
Dec. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 & 

Jan. 1 
Of) EN 

Dec. 30, 31, Jan 2 & 3 
SALE DAYS 
10am-5pm 

up to 30% off 

#3203 Grace Point Square 
(upper level) 537-8999 

Seniors! Save 40% • 
Midweek Get-A-W 
Beach Acres1 Parksville on Vancouver 
Stay in Beach Acres Resort's cozy forest cottages or 
spacious townhouses located on 23 forested acres by 
th.t! sea. 
Now's the chance for the fall, winter or 
spring getaway you deserve- in peaceful, warm 
Parksville. You'll want to come 
back again. And at our special 
prices, ic will be easily afiordable. 
Each vacation home features: Two 
bedrooms, equipped kitchen, 
colour cable Tv; phone, frreplace, 
partial housekeeping service. 
Resort features: large indoor 
swimming pool, swirl pool, sauna, 3 tennis courts. 
Maclure House restaurant. Six golf courses nearby 
1.5 hours from Victoria, 2 hours from 
Pacific Rim National Park 

Ask About our Weekly or Monthly Rates. 
.(*40% savings Sunday through Thursday 
excluding July, August and Holiday 
seasons for couples where one or more 
are 55 years or over.) 

1-800-663-7309 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

~Oet.: 
Good health, good:f 

friends ... all the best 
to you and the ones 

you love. 

JULIETTE'S 
HAIR 

STUDIO 



GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

RATES 
Regular 

Classifieds 
20 .words or less 

$8.50 
Additional words 

25¢ each 
3 for 2 

Run your ad for 2 weeks 
get a third week FREE! 

Private party, 
merchandise ads only. 

Sorry, no refunds, no changes. 
Discount Thursday: 

20% off Regular 
JCI<iSSifie<js placOO in I"\\r."nnl 

Thursday (cash or 
debit only, please) 

Too late to classify 
20 words or less 

$10.50 
Additional words 

35¢ each 
May only be placed 

between 2 p.m . Monday 
and noon Tuesday 

preceding publication 

Display 
Classifieds 

$10.75 
per column inch 

(minimum size one inch) 
Border: Add $2 

Frequency discounts 
available 

Network 
Classifieds 

Your ad runs in 100 
community newspapers 

in B.C. and Yukon 
25 words or tess 

$290 

• We can accept payment 
by cash, direct debit, 
Mastercard or Visa. 

• Classifieds are prepaid 
unless you have an 
advertising account. 

PLACING 
ANAD 

• In person at our office at 
328 Lower Ganges Road, 
Ganges 

• By telephone, 
250-537-9933, or fax, 250-
537-2613 

• By email to 
driftwood@gulfislands.com 

• By post to Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Road, 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
VBK2V3. 

CATEGORIES 
Announcements 

Employment 
Business Services 

Merchandise 
Real Estate 

Rentals 

POLICIES 
Please check your ad after 

the first insertion. 
Should an error appear in 

an advertisement, Driftwood 
Publishing Ltd. is only liable 
for the amount paid for the 
space occupied by the por
tion of the advertisment in 
which the error occurred. 
Driftwood Publishing Ltd. 

will accept responsibility for 
only one incorrect insertion. 

5 BIRTHS 
MEGAN & KATIE Watt are 
delighted to announce the long 
overdue but safe arrival of our 
mother, Maggie Ramsey, as 
one of B.C.'s first Registered 
Midwives. The birth was nearly 
complicated by a diagnosis of 
red tape dystocia, but hard 
work, heavy breathing and posi
tive visualization finally resulted 
in a homebirth right here on 
Salt . Spring . Proud but 
exhausted husband Jake and 
parents Les & Sue Ramsey are 
thrilled that she has finally got a 
real job. 
AUNABETH WELCOMES her 
baby sister Mariah Lavender, 
November 21 , 1997. Ships of 
wild roses to all who were there 
for us! Way to go Ellen Ross 
Maclean. Yours forever, 
shocked out and mellowed, W. 
Yule tidings. 

6 DEATHS 
PATTERSON, ROBERT (Bob) 
M.: May 14, 1916- December 
16, 1997. Passed away at 
home following several months 
battling lung cancer which was 
directly the result of exposure to 
asbestos while working as a 
shipbuilder in Victoria during 
WWII. Predeceased by Nancy, 
his wife of 53 years, in 1995. 
Bob will be deeply missed but 
warmly remembered by his son 
Bruce, daughters and sons-in· 
law Gladys & John Campbell, 
Elaine & Dan Fraser, and 
grandchildren Sarah, Gordon, 
and Kaitlin Fraser. Valerie, 
Patricia, and Suzanne 
Campbell and Suzanne's hus
band Paul Hartwig. Bob lived 
most of his 81 years on Salt 
Spring Island where he 
attended school at the Beaver 
Point (Uttle Red Schoolhouse). 
He completed high school in 
Victoria at Vic High. He has 
been a very active member of 
the Fulford Harbour/Beaver 
Point communities and repre
sented the South Salt Spring 
Island Area as a trustee for sev
eral years on the Gulf Island 
School Board, was a member 
of the Salt Spring Island 
Volunteer Fire Dept. for 23 
years, was a member of the 
Fulford Waterworks Committee 
for many years, as well as sup
porting and participating in 
many community events and 
organizations over the years. 
Bob retired from the family gen
eral store in Fulford in 1985 and 
has enjoyed his retirement 
years actively pursuing his life· 
long interests of gardening, 
boating, and travelling. Most of 
all, Bob enjoyed the time spent 
with family and will be remem
bered by them and by others 
who knew him as a very kind, 
considerate and modest man. 
Members of Bob's family would 
very much llke to thank Dr. 
David Woodley for his consider
ate care and community home 
care nurse Sharon Armstrong 
for her many hours of tremen
dous and compassionate sup
port. Friends from the commu
nity are invited to share memo
ries and stories with the family 
at the OAP Room in the Fulford 
Community Hall on Sunday, 
December 28 from 1 :30 - 4:30 
p.m. At Bob's request. a private 
family memorial service will be 
held in lieu of a funeral. For 
those wishing to make dona
tions in Bob's memory, the fam
ily has requested they be 
directed to "The palliative care 
program," c/o Lady Minto 
Hospital, 135 Crofton Road, 
Salt Spring Island, B.C., VSK 
1T1 . 

8 CARDS OF THANKS 
SALT SPRING Island 
Community Services is grateful 
for the tremendous volunteer 
effort of Bob Appleton and Judy 
Willett who again this year dedi
cated countless hours to 
Santa's Workshop preparing 
toys and gifts for approximately 
150 children. Thanks also are 
extended to the hundreds of 
people who donated toys to 
Santa's Workshop. 

CLASSIFIEDS WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1997 • :z9 

Deadline: 2 p.m. Monday 

8 CARDS OF THANKS 
SALT SPRING Island 
Community Services wishes to 
extend special thanks to the 
members of the Salt Spring 
Island Ambulance Paramedics 
who carried out the Food Drive 
for the Christmas Food Hamper 
Project. We would also like to 
thank Thrifty Foods for their 
support of this initiative. 
SALT SPRING Island 
Community Services wishes to 
thank the volunteers, donors, 
merchants, businesses, 
churches, schools, and all other 
individuals and groups on Salt 
Spring Island who so gener
ously contributed time, food , 
money and good will to the 
Christmas Hamper Project. We 
wish all of you, and the recipi
ents of the food hampers, a joy
ful and peaceful Christmas. 
SPECIAL THANKS to Cedric 
Barker of Barker Photo Studios 
for his continued work in taking 
photo~Jraphs of employees 
receivmg special recognition 
from School District 64. 

GISS SCORPIONS SENIOR 
BOYS SOCCER TEAM 
would like to thank the 

following for their generous 
donations: 

D. Barnes Clayworts 
Barb's Buns 

M. & S. Bond 
Creekhouse Realty 

Ganges VIllage Market 
Hastings House 

HMS Ganges lODE 
Island Star VIdeo 

J. Langdon Logging ltd. 
Mouat's Home Hardware 

McColl's Shell 
Rainbow Rentals 

Sea Court Restaurant 
Studio 103 

Thrifty Foods 
Bill Wilkinson 
Work World 

We apologize if 11e ha~ forgotten anyone. 
Our trip to the provincials 

was a great success • 
3rd place In the province! 

008152 

TRANSITIONS 
THRIFT STORE 
The Board of the Gulf 

Islands Women's 
Resource Network wishes 
to thank all the donors and 

hard-working volunteers 
who made the launch .of 
Transitions Thrift Store 

such a success. 

A big thank you to: Eve 
and Ted Hinds, Mary 
Koroscil, John Fraser 

(Plumbing) , Pat Hafting, 
Jeremy Milsom of SALT 

SPRING LINEN AND 
DRYCLEANERS,Art 
Thompson of SEARS 

Canada and Sears Stores 
(Victoria & Coquitlam) , 

Paul Hayward of CENtRE 
TO CENTRt (Alton, Ont.), 

Heather and John 
Martin-McNab. 

Also, lots of thanks to: 
Ray Newman, Pat Barnes, 

Susan Baldwin, Anna 
Klenman, Keith Shantz, 

McColl's Shell, Sheri 
Berkowitz, Tim Arnott, 
Bruce Comba, Lucille 

Adderley, Bev Brown, Lee 
Evans, Art and Lou 

Rumsey, Barb's Buns, SSI 
Roasting Co., Ora Mae 
Guinness, Marguerite 

Scandiffio, Arleen 
Dashwood of Burritt Bros., 

Dave Moore of Windsor 
Plywood, Lorna Heywood, 

Adam Hinds and 
Nausheen Bashir, HEART 

and Baron Fowler, Jan 
Jang, Nirmal Dryden, Kate 
Dryden, Ann Pyke and the 
C.A.C. Many thanks to the 
above who helped us get 

started. And thanks to 
those who have joined us 
to run the store. Happy 

Holidays! 

*REDUCE* 
• REUSE * 

* RECYCLE * 

8 CARDS OF THANKS 

JrLL 
LOUISE 
CAMPBELL 
f i n e a 1 

would like to thank 
WomenofNote 

and 
Alan Moberg 

for the wonderfill 
entertainment tlley 

provided at the Gallery!s 
Christmas open house! 

TrtJIIsitiotJ 
Hou.~e 

- New.5-
Although we still have not 
received core funding, we 

have received one time assis
tance to help in the operation 
of the TRANSITION HOUSEl 

THE GULF ISLANDS 
WOMEN'S RESOURCE NET
WORK would like to thank Sue 

Hammell and her staff at the 
Ministry of Women's Equality 
as well as our MLA Murray 

Coell for their hard work and 
support. 

The Board would also like to 
thank the men, women, vari

ous churches and service 
clubs for your generous dona

tions of money, time and 
encouragement. This on

going support from the com-
munity is pulling us through. 

May this Holiday Season be 
one of peace, joy and friend-

ship for all. 
Kerry Chalmers, Chair, 
Gulf Islands Women's ~! 
Resource Network . ... 

011/52 

9 SEASONAL GREETINGS 

THANK YOU ALL! 
11le Lady Minto GuH Islands 

Hospital Foundation 
would like to thank the fol

lowing Salt Spnng busi
nesses and individuals for 

their · 
generous donations towards 

our recent "Dime Sale" 
raffle: 

Lorraine Campbell, 
Creekside Fish & Poultry, 

Karen Davies, 
Vivian Dawson, 

Lois Deschamps, 
Gordon English, 

Foxglove Nursery, 
Glenn Hewitson, 
Donald Longley, 

Mlxmasters, 
Gil Mouat, 
Mouat's, 

Mulligan's, 
Salt Spring Soapworks, 

Skin Sensations, 
Island Star Video, 
Dorothy Thorson, 

Mary Walker, 
Work World. 

We would also like to thank the 
Ganges Village Market for 

providing space for our display, 
and all those members of the 
community who helped out 

with this very successful 

Don't know what to buy 
that special someone 
who has everything? 

A Driftwood 
subscription 

is the answer!!! 
CALL NOW! 

537-9933 

10 CELEBRATIONS 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the following winners of the 
Salt Spring Island Judo Club 

raffle {draw Dec. 17/97). 
1st prize: oil painting by 

Nicola Wheston, winner Boris 
Puharlch. 2nd prize: Raku 

pottery cat bowl by Lee Sollitt, 
winner Sandy McNeil. 

3rd prize: 1 cord seasoned 
firewood by Rick Laing, 

winner Colin Bath. 
Merry Christmas and thank 

you to everyone for your 
continued support. The 

Salt Spring Island Judo Club. 
010152 

11 COMING EVENTS 
PLANNING AN event? Check 
the Community Calendar for a 
schedule of community events 
and avoid double-booking. 
Located at the Driftwood Office, 
328 Lower Ganges Rd. 
CAROLE MATTHEWS Psychic 
taking appointments month of 
December, 537-2031. Join 
Carole on the Messenger Files 
radio show, AM 900, Saturday, 
7 - 9 p.m. Call 1-888-594-8255. 
THE CLIMBING Wall will be 
closed for Christmas holidays 
starting Thursday, December 
25 till Sunday, January 4, re
opening January 8. Thanks to 
all who took part in the Everest 
Climb. It was a great success. 
A MIDWINTER MATINEE. 
Strauss Foundation Scholarship 
winning soprano sings about 
love - Schubert to Rogers and 
Hammerstein. Jan. 11 - 2:30 
p.m., All Saints By-the-Sea. 
Tickets $12.00 at etcetera and 
Sharon's. Further info: Claus 
Andress, 537-5483. 
WATCH FOR your PARC 
Winter Program brochure com
ing to you the first week in 
January 1998. It will be mailed 
directly to you and available at 
the PARC office, Chamber of 
Commerce, Patterson's Store, 
and the Core Inn. Registration 
will start on January 5, 1998. 
Happy Holidays! 
5 DAY AFTER Christmas Sale
December 27 - 31. 25% off 
regular merchandise, 40% off 
Christmas merchandise. 
Closed January thru February. 
Stone Walrus Gallery, 122 
Lower Ganges Road. 

COUNTRY 
MUSIC 

h 
:J: WEEK· 

on Salt Spring! 

Dance to the music of 

Kenny Byron 
and the 

Tragically Hick 
• This Friday & Saturday 

Dec. 26 & 27, in the 
Harbour House . 

Wheelhouse Pub ; 

• New Year's Eve at the 
Legion (advance tickets 

$10 at the Legion). 
f. 
~ Salt Spring's own co11ntry 

music band! 

011152 

..u.t..f.·~·~,Jt T'ai 
~~:a a~ 

~~~:c Chi 
T'al Chi Classes 

BEGINNERS & ON-GOING 
Thurs. 9:30·1 0:30 om. 

at Central Hall 
Thurs. 7-8pm SS Elem. School 

Orca Room 
J ST CLASS FREE 

For more info, call Tao at 

537-4487 
011/tfn 

This Par>er is 
1 00% recyclable 

[?t)l~~= l. 

11 COMING EVENTS 

Restaurant 
House Piccolo's 

Menu Gourmand 
(For New Year's Eve 

and January 1st) 

Gruyere Gratinated 
Onion Bisque Proven~e 

*** 
Chilled Langustine And 

Spinach Timbale 
Orange-Ginger Vinaigrette 

*** 
Charbroiled OstTich Filet 

Mango Coulis And 
Rosemary Cream 

$42/person 
Incl. Tax 

The 
Full Dinner Menu 

Also Atlailable 
()pen Six Nights A Week 

Cl.osed Tuesdays And 
24th & 25th 

Restaurant 
House Piccolo 

108 Hereford A11enue 
537-1844 

011/52 

Salt Spring Centre School 
will have a few openings in 
January. SSCS is a small, 

creative independent school 
which teaches the BC cur-

riculum in multi-grade 
classes of 12. The school 
welcomes family input and 
participation, teaches prob-

lem-solving skills, and 
includes enrichment courses 
in the arts, french and com· 

puter technology. Call Mitch 
Howard, Administrator, or 

office manager Leah Young at 
537-9130. 

SSIUnited 
Church 

·· nu Hereford Ave.J 
ltwftes you to 1helr 
CHRISfMAS 

SERVICES 
Wed. Pee.!+ 
Clirlstus Eve' 

Cattdlellght Service 
of Lasotts S. Carols 

7:00pttt 
fhcndav Pee. Z5 

Chl1stusPay 
Service wtth Holy 

Cottttttutdott 
lO:OOatM 

Scmday Pee. ZJ 
SUrlday service 

tO:OOattt 

S¥::Jatt.+ 
Epip ttY Service 

tO:OOatM 

011/51 

011152 

WANTED ADS REA.LL Y 
WORK FOR YOUI 

Try our special oHer: 

"Buy 2 ads. ge1 one free' 
Private puty merchandise ads only 

Vis.a/MC/Cash 
537-9933 

mailto:driftwood@gulfislands.com


H • WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1997 

11 COMING EVENTS 

Market 
in the Park 

Seasonal Permit Holders 
must renew as of 

VVed.Jan. 7/98, and 
before Jan. 31/98. · 

Previous Day Vendors 
with seniority may apply 

as of Feb. 2/98 to 
Feb. 27/98 for space, 

if available. 
Must apply in person at 
the Parks, Arts & Rec, 
Portlock Park Office. 

011/01 

~~~ 
NOR'fll END 

GOES 
AEI\f)BIC! 

Run Jump Sm!lt~ Hop 
Dox Str.tr:lt /,.Qu9lt 
St.p Pump ~.,. 
5W.af ~lp Kk:~ Play 
A//IIIN:/.,. OM rtXJf In 

t'nnoi!M Al!.yl 
Wall fo Wall /tf!rrorsl 

SfHV1!1 Floor/ 
TMD.dl~ 

TM 1Jaf Sount/1 
TM Auf Prlcal 

E~W~~k~ 
Loolc for 6rantl 

Optm/"9 Januory II 
for information, prices and 
schedule phone or visit 
North End Fitness 
537-5217 

lmm@m 
Special 

Christmas 
Present idea 
fr om Parks & 
Recreation! 

Punch Cards or books of 
10 for any of our fitness 

classes, $35 each. 

•Pump Primers 
with Catherine 

•Step 'n' Strength 
with Brenda 
•Prime Time 

with Rosemary & lla-Mae 
•Step 'n' Tone 
with Damaris 

•Total Body Conditioning 
with Betty-Lou 

ALL CLASSES START 
THE FIRST WEEK IN 

JANUARY. 

VVatch for our brochure in 
the mail or 

Call the PARC Office at 
537-4448 for 

more information. 

14 COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

. . 
CRISIS LINE for Salt Spring -
toll-free 1-888-324-3299. 

DRESSINGS FREE to cancer 
patients by the Order of the 
Eastern Star. Contact Dee 
Roberts, 653-4655. 

FAMILIES OF Schizophrenics 
meet in homes for mutual sup
port. Call 537-9237 or 537-
5264. 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 
- Are you having a problem 
controlling your eating? If you're 
interested in helping yourself, 
we're interested in helping you. 
Info. call537-5607. 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS • 
Meetings 8 p .m. Thursday, in 
back of et cetera building, off 
Rainbow Road. 

ADVERTISING DOESN'T 

COST- IT PAYS! 
Call Jeff or Damaris 

537-9933 

14 COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

ALCOHOUCS 
ANONYMOUS 

SERVICES MEETINGS 
Salt Spring 537-2270 

Galiano 

Pender 

539·2222 

629-6946 

Women's only · 
Thursday nigh~ 5:15 p.m. 
Please cdl537-1733 or 537-2993. 
Alanon/ Alateen · 
A program for family and 
friends of alcoholics. 
For further information cal l 
653·4288 or 653-2030. 

Overeolers Anonymous 
Are you having a problem con
trolling your eating? If you're 
interested in helping yourself, 
we're interested in helping you. 
lnfo ......................... 537·5607 

SALT SPRING ISLAND 
FOUNDATION 
"CATCH THE 

ISLAND SPIRIT" 
Donations of cash, property 
or life insurance now or 
through your estate will help 
enrich the lives of Salt Spring 
Islanders for generations to 
come. "In Memoriam" gifts will 
be acknowledged with a card. 
Include names and 
addresses of recipient, next 
of k in and donor for tax 
receipt. Scholarships, land for 
parks, and relief of hardship 
are but a few directions in 
which your foundation serves 
the community. Please mail 
donations and requests for 
information to The Salt Spring 
Island Foundation, #2 - 110 
Purvis Lane, Salt Spring 
Island, V8K 2S5 or call Bob 
Rush at 537-2501. 

014/alt/ev/tfn 

17 EDUCATION 
NCCP THEORY 1 Classes. 
Time of classes to suit each 
coach. Cost $40.00 Instructor 
experienced in many sports. 
Will instruct to needs of each 
coach. Instructor will make it 
relevant, fun and easy. Phone 
537-2781 Betty. 

A NEW Career? Trained apart
ment/condominium managers 
needed - all areas. We can train 
you right now! Free job place
ment assistance. For informa
tion/brochure call 681 -5456, 1-
800-665-8339. 

23 IN MEMORIAM 

The Canadian Cancer 
Society appreciates your 

generous support. 
Please send name of 

deceased, name/address 
of next of kin and 

name/address of donor for 
tax receipt (VISA/MC 

accepted) to: 
Canadian Cancer Society 
207 - 225 Canada Ave, 
Duncan, B.C. V9L H 6 

or 1-800-663-2524 

E"~ 
023/ttn 

Ha)'Y!ard's 
Funeral Service 
320 Upper Ganges Rd. 
Serving the Gulf Islands 

Since 1867 

Marge & Scotty Dickson 

Don Goodman (Goody) 
Licensed Funeral Directors 

We honour all Memorial 

Society Contracts 

24 hr. service 
537-1022 

29 LOST AND FOUND 

MISSING: LIGHT coloured 
female Golden Retriever from 
Weston Lake area. If anyone 
has seen this dog please call 
653-9912. 

CLASSIFIE.DS 
29 LOST AND FOUND 

FOUND: CHILD'S bicycle on 
Lee's Road, Thursday, 
December 18. 653-9188. 

FOUND: SMALL female calico 
manx Cat. Meyer Road area. 
653-9755. 

FOUND: FLUFFY tabby cat on 
Lee's Hill. Black & White short 
haired female found on Byron 
Road. Fluffy grey & white tabby 
cat found at Walker's Hook 
wearing a pale blue collar. 
S.P.C.A. 537-2123. 

PRESCRIPTION SUN
GLASSES found at Island Car 
Wash, Monday, December 22. 
Owner may claim at The 
Driftwood. 

34 NOTICES/ PERSONAL 
SCHOOL IN MELAQUE, 
Mexico. Kate Holmes will teach 
students wishing to keep up 
with core subjects. November -
April. Info: 604-274-7213. 

35 NOTICES/ 
COMMERCIAL 

We've got: 
10 lads a chopping 
9l.adies cleaning 

8 pajnters painting 
7 waiters waiting 
6 haulers hauling 

5 strong backs 
4 guys with hammers 

3 skilled typists 
2 handy persons 

And a lot more 
besides that! 

CaD when UJ1 need us: 

Picture 
These Savings! 

... REPRINT ... 
Every Wednesday 
30$ ea. 

.5" X 7" 
Enlargemen~ 

99$ 
AiiPtE 
PHOTO 

1 05 Hereford Ave. 
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30 

537-9917 
035/52 

TAXI 
537·3030 

Silver Shadow Taxi will be 
on duty throughout the 

Christmas Holiday season, 
maintaining its 24 hours, 
365 days a year service. 

Jana, Jerry, George and 
Paul wish all their cus
tomers a very Merry 

Christmas and a happy 
and prosperous new year. 

/k')l~rv:;· 0 0 ,o 

\t i1o ··v,s *" .~ tl 

:.f CHRISTMAS HOURS • 

' Dec. 24 Christmas Eve \ " ' . 
~ Closed al 5pm ·r 
~ DEC. 25 Christmas Day Closed 

~j. DEC. 26 Boxing Day Closed "b 
J~ DEC. 31 New Year's Eve Jfj• 
.•'· Dinner 5 - 11 pm ufl\ 

~ 
Dancing 9pm - 2am \ii' 

., JAN. 1198 New Year's Day ~" 
Brunch 11am-3pm c. 

iY JAN. 1198 New Year's Day o 
•' :1.• 
"~ 1 1am-midnight ' ~ 

.. , ~f10C~Y . 
(l)fl ~ marine pub .·, ft., Lt-- · ·~, , " ~·~ •o oO 

Reduce Reuse Recycle 

35 NOTICES/ 
COMMERCIAL 

o'atet<_.f:Qo~ l:
gatLeu~ 

6,,.,/t,,.., u. _ 9ki C .. .ji. 

-is h-ere! 

Ver 

too ! A-te 

t o fin~ the 
!<i,h-t 9ift 

next to the Post Office 
open Mon-Sat from 10 to 5 

Sun from 12 to 5 
537-4525 

40 PERSONALS 
MATCHMAKER'S IS local, fun, 
low-priced and has all ages. 
Meet someone special. 
wkm@knet.kootenay.net Toll
free 1-888-368-3373. 
PSYCHIC SECRETS! Unlock 
your potential. Honest, accurate 
answers by Canada's most 
gifted Psychics. Live & 
Personal. 1-900-451-3778, 
24hrs. 18+ $2.99 per min. 
I.C.C. 

42 TRAVEL 

U\IIUDBE. 
Travel 

156 Fulford Ganges Rd. 
(in Creekhouse) 

537-5523 

7~-
HOLIDA Y LEFTOVERS?!? 
If you're in the mood for 
a quick holiday ... register 
with us (name & possible 
destination) ••. have your 

bag packed. 

We will watch for last 
minute holiday "leftovers". 

Call u• flr•t at 
THE TRAVEL SHOP 

537-9911 
M-F 9am-4:30 • Sat 9am.-2 

50 BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

GOVERNMENT FUNDS. 
Government assistance pro
grams information available. 
For your new or existing busi
ness. Take advantage of the 
government grants and loans. 
Call1 -800-505-8866. 

CHRISTIAN BUSINESS: up to 
81% profit for you or your min
istry. No inventory. t1ome 
based servicing Christian 
Market. Complete training and 
support. Select territories 1-
800-663-7326. 

INTERNET EXPLOSION! $186 
Billion by 2000. Revolutionary 
system. Seize itl Apply now for 
the world's fastest growing 
Internet Franchise. Investment 
required. 1-888-678-7588 . 

$110,000+/YR POTENTIAL. 
Moooo-ve inon this proven cash 
cow. Progressive multi-media 

• franchise system makes money 
24 hours/day. Low investment, 
low overhead. Immediate cash 
flow. 1-888-889-1010. 

50 BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

KWIK KERB - Own your own 
business. Part-time or Full-time 
installing on-site, continuous 
concrete·, landscape edging, 
total equipment, proven system, 
training. 1·800-667 -KERB. 

INCREASE YOUR 1 998 
Income! Invest in a prime loca
tion Eagle Vending Route. Earn 
cash up to 24hrs/day! Minimum 
20% return on investment guar
anteed. Financing available. 
Phone Eagle Profit Systems 1-
800-387-2274 (Dept 168). 
WCB ACCREDITED/GSA 
Standard. Occupational Scuba 
Courses: New legislation took 
effect 01/01/97 which requires 
trade certification for commer
cial scuba. We offer: Working 
D iver 's Upgrade & Basic 
Occupational Scuba. For more 
information call us Toll-free: 1-
888-356-2288. Nordlys Diving 
Ltd. 

55 HELP WANTED 
LOSE WEIGHT fast and safely. 
Make a head start on New 
Year's. Call Geoff, 537-1456 or 
1-801-323-1703. 

EXPERIENCED LEGAL secre
tary required In the New Year. 
Reply in writing with resume to 
Dept. M, c/o The Driftwood, 
328 Lower Ganges Road, Salt 
Spring Island, V8K 2V3. 

SOMEONE TO Chop/split sea
soned arbutus rounds. 537-
9558. 
HOUSEKEEPER, FULL 
time/part time. Apply in person 
at the Fulford Inn. 

PERMANENT PART time (2 
days/week) Office Staff 
Qualifications: Computer 
Bookkeeping experience, 
accounts payable, receivable 
and payroll, as well as above 
average typing skills. 
Successful candidate will be 
organized, able to work well on 
own and have excellent "people 
skills." Wage: $ 13.00/hour. 
Current staff will be considered 
for this position. Applications 
accepted until January 7, 1998 
at Dept. 0, c/o Gulf Islands 
Driftwood, 328 Lower Ganges 
Rd., Salt Spring Island, B.C., 
V8K2V3. 
MAC PROGRAMMER. Must 
have C+ or Frontier program
ming experience on Macintosh. 
Post-secondary programming 
education a necessity. 
Experience w/SQL an asset. 
250-537-4312, fax 250-537-
4353, e-mail: 
ccsmith@pinc.com. 

SSI Employment Services 
537-4662 

Are you unemployed? We hove 
o variety of programs ovoiloble to help 

you find work ond achieve finonciol 
independence. No charge for this ser· 

vice. Coli 537-4662 to receive 
help with your job seorch. locoted in 

the lancer Building ot 
#204- 321 Lower Ganges Rd. 

60 WORK WANTED 
ADDITIONS, RENOVATIONS, 
finish carpentry. Need help 
building your new home? Call 
Steve 537-5345. 35 years build
ing on Salt Spring. 

WORLD FAMOUS on Salt 
Spring for exceptional renova
tions. Call Peter Blackmore for 
advice and estimates to 
improve your home. 537-4382. 

TRUSTWORTHY, RELIABLE 
lady with much experience and 
references will clean and treat 
your home as my own. Please 
call 537-5305. 

THE JOB Line. Yard mainte
nance, painting, house clean
ing. Reliable, quick and eco
nomical. $8/hour. Call Brad 
White at 537-9525. 

100 ACCOUNTING 

John T. McMullan 
Public Accountant 
iso-1 Fulford Ganges Rd. 

537 -1550 
100/alt.ew 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

105 ARCHITECTS 

Jonathan Yardley 
Ar.chitect 
Providing full architectural 
services. Initial consultation 
free 

1 121 Beaver Point Road 
Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
V8K 1X2 
Ph: 653-4931 Fax: 653-9931 
Cel: 537-7631 

106 ARCHITECTURAL 
DESIGNERS 

LET•s GET 
STARTED! 

Bring your sketches & ideas 
and together we'll design (or 
upgrade) your dream home. 
Through the use of computer
aided drafting, we'll quickly 
produce the working draw
ings you'll take to your con
tractor. 

CALL 
HELSET DESIGN 

537-1037 
ask for .Jim ,_, 

11 0 AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIRS 

AIR MILES 
are here! 4-, __ 

§PAY LESS 
We value the islandTM 

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIRS 

Unleaded Fuels • Diesel 
Tires • Batteries • Accessories 
537-4554 or 537-9300 

Monday--Saturday 8 am-7 pm 
Sunday 9 am-6 pm 

Corner of Rainbow Rd. and Jackson Ave. 
110/lln 

PROM PT, PROH:SSIONAL 
SI-:RVtc:l-: 

DON IRWIN 
COLLISION LTD. 

• Certified Body Men 
• Expert Body & Frame Work 
• Custom Painting 
• Glass Work 
• ICBC Claims 
• Rust Check Service 

537-2513 
115 Desmond Cresc. Gan 

131 CLEANING SERVICES 

GULF ISLAND 

WINDOW 
CLEANERS 

JANITOR SERVICE 

* 
Carpets Steam 

Cleaned 
* 

We also offer 
CARPET GUARD 

TREATMENT 
537·9841 ...... 

134 CONCRETE 

.GULF 
tifirCOAST 

MATERIALS 
Serving the Gulf Islands 

Salt Spring, Galiano, 
Mayne, Penders 

* READY MIX 
* VVASHED GRAVEL 
* REINFORCED STEEL 
* BAGGED CEMENT 
* SEPTIC TANKS 
* SCAFFOLDING RENTAL 

537-2611 
Rainbow Road ,....,., 

Driftwood is OnLin e! 
Check it out at : 

httP:/ / www .2ulfislands.net 

mailto:wkm@knet.kootenay.net
http://
http://nds.net


GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

137 CONTRACTORS 

UNICORN 
CONSTRUCTION 

Remodel, Repair, 
Renovate ... most of. all, 

Reliable! ~ 
537-2732 :J?T 

137153 

137!lfn 

WALTER HUSER 
&SONS 

Construction Ltd. 
Residential & Commercial 
Personalized service from 

plans to completion 

537-5247 - 537-5092 
Salt Spring Island m••• 

v~ 
c(1~~ 

(11ft0) w.. 
"QUAUTY HOMES 
OF DISTINCTION" 

231 Saltspring Way, 

Salt Spring Is., BC. V8K 2G6 
Serving Salt Spring for 32 years 

Telephone 
537-5463 

m"'" 

LANCER 
CONTRACTING 

LTD. 
•CUSTOM HOMES 
•RENOVATIONS 
•COMMERCIAL 

Over 25 years on S.S.I. 

653-4437 
Perry Booth 

137}150 

143 DRAPERIES 

THE BliNDS GUYS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

AND 
INSTALLATION 

Vertical • Roller • Venetian 
Pleated • Cellular • Screen 

537-1737 
143/tfn 

146 DRYWALL 

SALT SPRING INTERIORS 

DRYWALL 
Sen,lng the Gulf 
Islands since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 

• Orywalling with machines 
• Insulating & vapour barrier 
• Texture ceilings & walls 
• Vinyl board & steel studding 
• Priming of wallboard 

FREE ESTIMATES 
on renovations 
and new work 

537-2590 
eel: 537-7046 
Brian Little 

141l/02 

SAVE 'TIL THE COWS 
COME HOME! 

Buy two classifieds and get a 
third one free! 

Private party merchandise ads; 
cash only. 

For further details call 

537-9933 

148 ELECTRICAL 

ACCENT 
ELECTRIC Lm. 

ANDRE 537-2156 
COMMITMENT IS THE 

PRICELESS INGREDIENT! ...... 
151 EYEGLASSES 

Islands 
Optical 

Tuesday-Friday 
10:00-5:00 

Closed Saturdays 
323 Lower Ganges Road 

(La1 .cer Building) 

RI•.:HARD WEATHERALL 
(Optician) 

537-2648 Office 
537-5294 Residence

161112 

152 FIREWOOD 
WOOD: CUT, split and deliv
ered to your specifications. Get 
ready for winter now! Please 
call Walter. 653·4877. 

KONIG & SON 
FIREWOOD 

Serving Salt Spring 1 S years 
Competitive & Relrable 

FIREWOOD LOGS WANTED 
(win compensate owner) 

537-9531 
152mn 

HONEST OL'S 
FIREWOOD 

•GUARANTEED CORD 
Cut, Split & delivered 

• Cedar fence roils 

537-4161 

1631NSURANCE 

Salt Spring 
Insurance 
AQencies 

(T972) Ltd. 

Motor Vehicle Office 

152/lfn 

All Classes Of Insurance 
OFFICE HOURS: 
9:00a.m.-4:30p.m. 
Monday - Fr iday 

537-5527 
Fax 537-9700 

115 Fullord·Ganges Rd., Ste 11114 
Salt Spring Island. V8K 219,.,.,., 

165 LAWYERS 
MAJOR ICBC Injury Claims. 
We take the fear out of ICBC. 
Joel A. Wener, Trial Lawyer for 
28 years. Call free 1-800·665-
1138. Contingency fees. Simon, 
Wener & Adler. 

174 MOVING & STORAGE 

SALT SPRING 
MINI STORAGE 

SAFE, CONVENIENT 
& ECONOMICAL 

RATES FROM $49/MONTH 
features: 

• Electronic access 
• Security monitoring 
• Climate controlled 
• One level loading 
• 8 affordable sizes 

LEGALLY ZONED 
AND INSURED 

SAFER THAN ANY 
OLD BARN! 

537·5888 
347 Upper Ganges Rd. 

53 
FAX 250-537-2613 

CLASSIFIEDS 
183 PAINTING 

TOM 

VOLQUARDSEf1!1 537·5188 
P.O. Box385 
Ganges Post Office 
SSI, BC VBK 2W1 
Wall papering 
& painting 

195 PLUMBING 

FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUM.BING 

a nd PROPANE 
FITTING NEEDS 

CALL. •• 

"Lee the Plumber" 
• 24 HOUR 

EMERGENCY SERVICE • 

Tel. 5:37-1068 
New and old conatruotlon 

196 PRINTERS 

f'OR FRJNTING 
I MAGESBTTING 
AND D ESIGN 

Where 
Imagination 
rtlns Wild ' 

T: 537·1897 
203 RENTALS 

PARTYTIME RENTALS- We 
rent dishes, glassware, cutlery, 
linen, tables, chairs, assorted 
party supplies. 537-4241/days, 
537-4577 (evenings.) 

231 TREE SERVICE 

239 UPHOLSTERY 

325 Rainbow Rd. 

537-4369 

~ 
f_;U\NDER{)RAPERY 
&~PH01STERY 

Call for 

an appointment 

537·5837 

241 VACUUM SYSTEMS 

1fACUUM 
• Guaranteed Service 
• New & Used Models 

• Commercial & 
Residential Vacuums 

• Bags & Belts 

302 APPLIANCES 
18 CU. FT., SIDE by side, G.E. 
fridge, 8 years old, runs per
fectly, off white, $250 obo, 653-
9141. 
WASHER & DRYER pair of 
Maytags, good working condi 
tion. $300. 537-0636. 
QUALITY APPLIANCES avail· 
able at Sandpiper Supply, 
located in the Home Design 
Centre , 320 Upper Ganges 
Road. Kitchen Aid, Whirlpool, 
Hotpoint, G.E., Maytag, Dacor, 
Sub Zero and morel Free deliv
ery to your home. Call Dave or 
Mary-Anne at 537·5035. 

31 0 BUILDING SUPPLIES 
ATTENTION WATER 
Systems. For Sale. - 30 only 
20ft. lengths of 4 inch PVC 160 
p.s.i. potable approved pipe. 
Located on Galiano. For further 
info. Phone 539-2444. 

POST/BEAM DRY timber. 
Cancelled church project; 3" to 
24" widths, 4' to 33' lengths. Big 
selection all sizes. 1-250-652-
8059. 

DoN
1
T MISS 

OuR GIANT 

3DAY 
Year End Sale 

Mon.·Fri. 
7am- 5:30pm 

Sat. Sam-5:30pm 
166 Rainbow Ad. 

537-5564 
Fax 537-1 207 

Windsor Pl)'wood 
310/tfn 

315 CARS & TRUCKS 

92 ISUZU SPACE Cab, good 
shape, $9,500. obo. Phone 
537-1599. 

1984 FORD E-150 ECONO
LINE Van. Good working condi
tion. New shock absorbers , 
radiator, front brake pads . 
$2200 obo. 537-1414. 

91 FIREFLY, LADY driven, in 
great condition, asking $3,500. 
obo. Must see. Call Valerie at 
537-4906. 

1981 CHEV 3/ 4 TON heavy 
duty c/w 4 speed transmission. 
Ready to go. $1 ,200. Set of 4 
steel belted 70Rx14 Snow tires 
like new $150. Cal l Jim 537-
2154. 

1989 JEEP CHEROKEE 
Limited, 4 x 4, loaded, leather. 
537-4846. 

1990 DODGE SHADOW 2.5 
litres, 4 door, excellent condi· 
iton. Reduced to $2,995. obo. 
Call Orval, 537-4011. 

1970 JEEP WAGONEER 350, 
very good shape, winch, air 
shocks. Too much to l ist. 
Sacrifice $3950. Call Randy, 
537-9402, 

FOR SALE: 1972 VW Van, pop 
top, camperized, good mechan
ical condition, good tires. $2100 
obo. 653·9729. 

1994 FORD F150 2-WHEEL 
drive, 5 speed, dark blue. Nioe 
condition. $10,500. 537-9467 
after 5 p.m. __ 

1985 GMC SAFARI CARGO 
van, V6, great shape. $3800. 
537-7138 anyti_m_e. ___ _ 

NEW & USED* Car/ Truck 
Financing. No turn downs! 
Good credit, bad credit, no 
credit, even bankrupt. No one 
walks away, everyone drives 
away! Minimum $1 ,500. down. 
Laura 1-888-514-1293. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1997 • :J1 

315 CARS & TRUCKS 

RARE FIND 
1980 Ford Thunderbird. 

Immaculate-condition, 351 
Windsor engine and only 

90,000kms. Near spotless 
interior/exterior as well as 

new Michellin tires, shocks, 
battery, over $2500 invested 

not including $900 stereo. 
Beautiful car! $4,000. 

Ask for Ryan, 653-4601 

315152 

CARS FOR SALE 
Heritage Rentals 

537·4225 Days 
1983 Cavalier 4dr. sedan: 4 cyl. auto

matic, good lnlnSJX>rtatton .. .$1 I 50. 
1985 Ford Tempo 4dr sedan, 4 

cyl, aulomatic, air conditioning, 
power w~indows.... . ..... $1650. 

1985 M quis 4dr 
sedan, a ~····· · · .... $1750. 

1987 Aries ~ tomatic, 
new brak ... . ......... $1750. 

1989 Ford empo 4 dr sedan, air 
conditioning, aulom tic .. $3250. 

1986 Chry , loaded. 
............... $2050. 

1988 Mercury Sable 4dr. sedan, 
loaded ............................ $4350. 

1986 Olds 88, luxury ........ $1750. 

1994 Ford Aerostar XLT, 
exlended, loaded ................. $14,250. 

1994 Pontiac Sunrunner 4x4, 
auto, am/fm radio ....... $13,250. 

1988 Dodge Cargo Van, 1 ton, 
heavy duty ..................... $2750. 

1993 Mercury Topaz, 4dr. air 
. ...................................... $75'00. 
CALL ALEC EVENINGS 

537-2581 
315Mn 

322 COMPUTERS 
TRIBAL DRUM Computers -
your community computer store 
featuring a full selection of com
puters, printers, software, plus 
service and repai rs. Next to 
Driftwood. 537·0099. 

IMAGEN IS your local source 
for computers, cellular, satellite 
dishes and Internet access at 
discount prices. 537-1950. 

BOOKKEEPING TRAINING -
MYOB accounting software. Do 
your own books on the easiest 
system on the market. IBM or 
MAC. Bookkeeping & Internet 
services also available. 
Specializing in B & B and farm 
businesses. Cal l Ron at 537-
2068. 

COMPUTER PROBLEMS? 
Set-ups, installing software, 
tutoring, Internet. Your place or 
ours. Yes, we make house 
calls. $25 per hour, 10 hours for 
$200. Phone Robert, 537-2888. 

329 FARM ITEMS 
HAY FOR sale at Camp Narnia: 
mulch $1.00/bale , bedding 
$1.50/bale, $20 minimum, 
phone 653-4364. 

335 FURNITURE 
I 

LOVELY 2 YEAR old (three or 
four seater) Couch - Cloth pat· 
terns of blues, tans and 
creams. $375.. Phone 
Carolynn 537-2682. 

The Pine Factory 
Vancouver Island's largest 
selection of quality pine furniture. 
Bedrooms, dining rooms, TV 
centres, bookcases, bunkbeds, 
futons, computer desks, and 
much·more. 

5201 Trans Canada Highway 
1 km South of Duncan 
1-888-301-0051 (toll free) 

340 GARAGE SALES 
LIONS GARAGE Sale, 103 
Bonnet Ave. Every Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday. 10 am. - 12 
noon. Come & browse, we just 
may have it. New merchandise 
arriving daily. Good, clean mer
chandise wanted . Call 537-
2000 for pick-up or info. 

350 MISC. FOR SALE 
ADDRESS LABELS , rubber 
stamps, made to order - et 
cetera on Hereford. 537-5115. 

STORAGE TANKS 
Polyethylene water storage, 
septic. Whitewater Mechanical 
Sewage Treatment Sfstem for 
d ifficult areas. Gul Islands 
Septic. 653·4013. 

SNOWBOARD, used for two 
seasons, new $800, ask ing 
$375. 653-2322. 

350 MISC. FOR SALE 
12' x 16' CABIN. PLUMBED, 
wired and drywalled. Kitchen 
sink, shower, toilet, laundry tub, 
cabinets, shake roof, cedar sid
ing. $7000 obo. Moved to your 
location. 653·9739, leave mes
sage. 
DREAMING OF A warm 
Christmas? Give an attractive, 
island crafted, natural heat 
pack. Soothes arthritis, 
stressed muscles, winter chills. 
25% of proceeds to Salt Spring 
S.P.C.A. Call Leisure Thyme, 
537-5198. 
MAYTAG WASHER, Admiral 
dryer, $600/ pair. Two twin mat
tresses, like new. Kitchen 
dinette suite. Queen size box 
spring & mattress. Too many 
renovation items to list. 537-
1957. 

5 DISC, AM/FM, double cas· 
sette stereo with speakers, 
$200. Men's size 10 Doc 
Marten boots, bought too big, 
barely worn, $90. Clarinet, $200 
obo. Large dog house, $75. 
653-4601. 
WOOD LATHE, 37" stock, 12" 
swing, variable speed. Never 
used. Was $180, now $100. 
Two wood stoves. 537·4452. 

ANTIQUE 3-DRAWER dresser 
with mirror, $125. Filing cabi
nets, $10 each. Electric lawn
mower, $25. Aluminum steplad
der, $20. Wine-barrel planter, 
$25. Double futon frame, $60. 
Wicker c lothes hamper, $10. 
Cotton deck chairs, set of four, 
$20. Large assortment of 
houseplants. Bookshelf. Please 
phone 537-8330. 

PANASONIC MICROWAVE for 
sale, $100. 537·2092. 

AFTER ·CHRISTMAS SALE -
5 DAYS - December 27 - 31 . 
25% off regular merchandise, 
40% off Christmas merchan
dise. Closed January thru 
February. Stone Walrus 
Gallery, 122 Lower Gange~ 
Road. 

THE GREAT GANGES Junk 
Co. wishes all its customers 
and friends a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. We 
thank you for your patronage 
during our first 4 months of 
business and we look forward 
to serving you again with many 
interesting second hand items 
and antiques. Holiday hours : 
Closed December 25 & 26 and 
Jan 1 . Otherwise business as 
usual. 120 B Hereford Avenue. 
537-4507. 
MOVING: FREEZER, 27"w x 
35"h X 62" I, $125, you move. 
Tony Little's Gazelle Glider and 
video, $175.537-1195. 

WHY SETILE for Vin Ordinaire 
when you can order award win· 
ning Summerhill Estate 
Winery's 100% natural wines 
and Pyramid aged 
Champagnes with no sulfites 
added! Find out why we are the 
talk of N. America. 1-800·667-
3538. 

FRASER'S 
THIMBLE FARMS 
175 ARBUTUS ;\J~ 
537-5788 ... 
7 days a week -.I 
10am-4:30pm ~ 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS& 

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! 

PLEASE NOTE: 
We will be closed 

Dec. 25 to Jan. 2, 1998. 

~ ~~~f.:is 
I BUY& ~·;AVE 
~ 9818, 4ch St., Sidney 

~ We invite you ro 

i B;;;;u;G 
~- s~!c~~ J Continu.es Sat. and next 
t\~ week, 9-5. 
~~ J 
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350 MISC. FOR SALE 

The 
North End Fitness 

fit Kit 

$59.951 

. . 
James 

Mitchell . 
Trucking .. 

Small & Large 
Projects 

***** All refuse 
conscientiously 

removed 

153-9849 . 
We also sell steel 

• • • 

18" SATELLITES 
.d: Sales and 
~ Installation 
SY'Aifl~ 

-· , ExpreuVu 

Msll ;·a. d!Sll 
-~~;*O • c At'~ e:~~'t~: 
Systems from $399.001 

Free Site SWvey 
TRUE NORTH SATELUJES 

537·9189 

Programming From 
$14.99/mo. 

FROM COMPANIES YOU KNOW 
SEE US FOR DETAILS 

RadioShack ASC 
Quadratic Solutions Inc. 

537·4522 

370 PETS/LIVESTOCK 
GOOD LOCAL grass hay for 
sale, $3 per bale. 537-2282. 
HEREFORD CATTLE for sale. 
Registered, high quality. Camp 
Narnia. 653·4364. 
GERMAN SHORTHAIR Pointer 
pups ready for good homes! 
$500 includes CKC papers, 
vaccinations and tattoos. Great 
with kids. 537-5963. 
AKITA/ SHEPHERD CROSS 
young, 2 plus years, neutered 
male, quiet, affectionate and 
gentle. Free to a good home. 
S.P.C.A. 537-2123. 

• I would like to thank all my 4 
legged friends and their 
owners for keeping me in 
business over the past 1 0 
years. I would also like to 
say that all your thoughful 
gifts .. md well wishes are truly 
appreciated and heartfelt. 
May you and your pet have 
a Happy, Healthy 1998. 

Sincerely, Andrea Sowden 

375 RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLES 

TRIANGLE R.V. CENTRE 
offers excellent highway expo
sure for your consignment vehi· 
cle. Also parts, service, 
propane, sanitation and 24 hour 
car and R.V. wash. Vancouver 
Island's only complete R.V. 
centre. Triangle Homes Ltd., 
Sidney. Your first R.V. centre 
off the ferry. 656·1122. DL 
5916. 
CAMPER FOR import pick-up, 
4 hydraulic jacks, sink, stove, 
ice box, sleeps 4, clean N/S 
with side mirrors. $1,200. obo. 
Phone 537·4959, leave mes· 
sage please. 

379 FREE/RECYCLABLE$ 
SALT SPRING Island Recycle 
Depot is located at 349 
Rambow Rd . We are open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 
am to 5 pm. This service is 
operated by Salt Spring Island 
Community Services. Please 
call the recycle depot at 537· 
1200, or community seNices at 
537·9971 for information on 
materials accepted for recy
cling. 
THIS COLUMN is designed for 
free recyclable items only (no 
animals). There is no charge to 
place items in this column. Ads 
must be submitted in person at 
the Driftwood office (328 Lower 
Ganges Road) by normal dead· 
line (Monday 2 pm.). 
RECYCLE YOUR old 
Christmas tree by bringing it to 
the recycling depot anytime 

. (Tuesdays through Saturdays) 
until January 10. There they will 
be chipped at no charge. 
MOFFAT FRIDGE, 24" x 57", 
clean and working. 537·5667. 
COUCH & CHAIR. Harvest 
gold electric stove, works fine. 
537-9327. 

Recycling Depot 
~ Holiday Schedule 
~~ t} 

Please note: the depot is 
always closed Sundays 

and Mondays. As well , it 
will be closed: December 

24, 25, 26 and 27. We 
will be closed Jan. 1 also. 
The depot staff wish you 

all happy and safe 
holidays. 

fJ)li 
IJC.i U t ttUitl IOH • tlt 

SJGHTFIRST • 
A LIONS 0 PROJICT 

RECYCLE YOUR 
OLD GLASSES 
Your old prescription 
lenses can be a gift of 
sight Boxes located at: 

• Pharmasave 
• Bank of Montreal 

• Bank of Commerce 
• Island Sovings Credit 

Union 
• Gulf Islands Optical 

,,_ 

385 WANTED 
WE BUY furniture, everyday or 
antique, plus a wide assortment 
of items. Call us. The Great 
Ganges Junk Co., 537-4507. 
WANTED: ARBUTUS 
branches, all sizes. 537·8342 or 
537-0710. 

( Real Estall ) 

I 

410 REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 

3.5+ SUNNY ACRES with small 
home on N.E. corner of Long 
Harbour & Upper Ganges 
Roads, 800 metres north of 
Ganges. $357,500. 537-5976. 
B&B POTENTIAL? 
Meandering garden paths, and 
pond with bridge on flat. 2.74 
acres. Pasture, barn with 
power and water. Country style 
3 bedroom, 2 bathrooms , full 
basement home. More info 
Rick, 537-1440. 
NEEDREVENUE to relocate 
family members? Try 5% down 
CMHC on SxS duplex. Very 
well maintained. $236,000. 
Call Jean at Re/Max. 537· 
9977. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
410 REAL ESTATE 

FOR SALE 

61 SMALL AND Large 
Acreages, beside the 
Thompson River, West of 
Kamloops. Financing available. 
Phone: (604)606·7900, Fax: 
(604)606·7901 . 
sales@niho .. com. Internet: 
www.niho.com 

450 MOBILE HOMES 
MANUFACTURED HOMES. 
Delivered and set on your site. 
Low maintenance and afford· 
ably priced. 14' · wide from 
$46,900. Doubles from 
$59,900. 537·5779 or Fred at 1· 
800·826·3888. 
DOUBLE WIDE mobile home 
located in Cedarview. 4 appli
ances, covered parking, sun 
deck_, fenced garden area, 
$26,500. 653·4154. 
QUALITY MANUFACTURED 
Homes Ltd. Ask about our used 
single and double wides. "We 
SeNe· We Deliver". 1-800-667· 
1533, DL#6813. 

(_R___,en~tals __ ) 
51 0 COMMERCIAL SPACE 
PRIME DOWNTOWN Office 
space for rent with large private 
deck over looking Ganges 
Harbour. To view call 537· 
5669. 
RETAIL SPACE for rent at 
Fulford Harbour Marina. Large 
1800 sq. ft. oceanfront space 
with deck. Could be two units. 
660 sq. ft. space with ocean 
view. Can Wed. · Sun., 9 · 5 at 
653·4467. 
PRIME RETAIL store available 
subject to purchase of lease
hold improvements and equip· 
ment. To view please call John 
at 537·1550 or 537·1633. 
MCPHILLIPS AVE. 760 sq. ft. 
retail space downtown. 
Available January 1, 1998. Call 
537-2015 for information. 

OFFICE 
SPACE 

AT 
UPPER GANGES CENTRE 

•Second Level 
(has chairlift) 

• Air Conditioned 
• Low Rates 

Call Ron 
537-5521 

510Mn 

520 HOUSES FOR RENT 
SPACIOUS 1 BEDROOM 
ocean view home with gourmet 
kitchen. private, near Fulford 
Harbour and suitable for 1 or 2 
quiet adults. $750/ month. 653· 
4386. 
LARGE 3 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 
baths, ocean view, Duplex. W 
& D, on Maliview. Long term. 
$750. 537·4413. 
1 BEDROOM A-FRAME cabin 
for rent Jan. 1/98. $525 per 
month, water included. 537· 
5515, ask for Myles at 
Windermere Salt Spring Realty. 
2 BEDROOM DUPLEX with big 
back yard and a space for a 
vegetable garden , available 
January 1, 1998, $700 plus utili· 
ties, long term. Phone 537· 
4998 days and 537-2837 
nights. 
3 BEDROOM VESUVIUS, sea 
view, available January 1 or 
15. No dogs! N/S. Garage, air· 
tight, 5 appl., references 
needed. $900 + utilities. Dick 
537·5553/ 537-2236 eves. 
PRIVATE, BEAUTIFUL, 3 bed· 
room home with fabulous ocean 
views on large acreage . 
Available .now. Long term 
lease, $950imonth. Call 537· 
4621 , leave message. 
OCEAN VIEW, large 3 bed· 
room home, very clean, private 
and sunny, close to Ganges 
and beach. Available January 
1 or 15 . N/S, N/P, references . 
$900/month. Call evenings, 
604·531·6770. 
2 BEDROOM GUEST house . 
$625 includes hydro. Long 
term, walk to town. Pat, 537· 
1263. 
CUTE ONE bedroom home on 
waterfront with white picket 
fence available for February 1. 
$81 0/month. Call Walter to 
view, 653-4877, messages. 
LONG TERM. 2 bedroom, 
Vesuvius Home. Fireplace, 
W/D. Available immediately. 
Reduced rent for good tenants. 
537·91 00. 

520 HOUSES FOR RENT 
COZV 3 BEDROOM Bungalow 
with spectacular view, located 
on secluded acreage minutes 
from Ganges. 1 1/2 bathrooms, 
fireplace. deck, garage, W/D. 
$850. per month. 380·8023 until 
January 2. 537 ·9525 weekdays 
after January 4. 
LONG TERM, bright, sunny 1 
bedroom & loft, 3 appliances, 
for quiet persons. No pets 
please. $625 + util ities. 653· 
4500. 
LONG TERM, Cusheon Lake 
area, clean, bright, 2 bedroom, 
2 bathrooms, double carport. 
Electric heat & fireplace. 4 appli
ances. No dogs please. $725 + 
utilities. 653-4500. 
LONG TERM, brand new 2 bed· 
room, 2 bathroom, on large 
property, 6 appliances, electric 
& wood heat. Large pond & 
waterfall (not suitable for chil· 
dren) $750 + utilities. No pets 
please. 653·4500. 
NEAR NEW, upper duplex, 
large deck & ocean view, 2 bed· 
rooms, electric heat & fireplace. 
Mud room. No pets please. 
$625 + utilities. 653-4500. 
1 MONTH RENT Free, long 
term, 3 bedroom 2 bathroom, 
ocean view, duplex. Children 
welcome, no pets please. $700 
+ utilities. 653·4500. 
SMALL CABIN for rent. Kitchen, 
bathroom, living/sleeping area, 
ocean view. Available Jan. 1. 
$400/month. Call Gayle, 537· 
1432. 
FURNISHED 2 BEDROOM 
house, 1 1/2 bathrooms. 
Available January 15. $695 per 
month. Phone 537-5202. 
FOR RENT: 1/2 duplex in 
Ganges, $525/mo. plus utilities, 
N/S, N/P, WID hook-up. Call 
John, 537 ·5017 and leave a 
message. 

Island 
Explorer Property 

Management Limited 
537-4722 

1-8()()..800-9492 

~ 
• 2br. N/S, N/P, Walker 

Hook, $675/mo. 
• 2br. 5 acres, view, 
Sunset Drive, $650. 

• 3br. suite, close to town, 
$650. 

• 2br. North Beach, semi 
waterfront, $750, N/S. 

• 3br. close to town, N/S, 
N/P, $825. 

530 SHARED 
ACCOMMODATION 

DELUXE FURNISHED Room 
with private bath (2 beds). 
Condo behind GVM. $385. per 
month plus utilities. Available 
January '98. 537·9467. 

ers for only $290. 

(up to 25 ds), call 

GUL DS 

FAX 250-537-2613 

DEATHS 
MAYO: JAMES William "Jim" 
Mayo of Red Deer, passed 
away at the Red Deer Regional 
Hospital, on Sunday, December 
21, 1997 at the age of 91 years. 
Jim was born on June 3, 1906 
at Hamilton, Ontario. His career 
in management saw him trans
fer to many areas of Canada. 
On October 25, 1933 Jim was 
united in marriage to Margaret 
Milne, at Edmonton. During 
World War 11. Jim enlisted in 
1942, and seNed four years in 
England , as an officer in the 
R.C.A.F. In 1968, he and 
Margaret retired to Salt Spring 
Island, British Colucnbia. In the 
following years, Jim was active 
in the community and seNed as 
president of the Royal 
Canadian Legion, as well as 
president of the Salt Spring 
Island Golf Course. He seNed 
as a Grand Officer of the Order 
of the Eastern Star, and was an 
active Shriner. Jim and 
Margaret also enl'oyed square 
dancing and traveling. In 1994, 
Jim and Margaret moved back 
to Red Deer to be close to their 
family. He is survived by his 
loving wife Ma{garet, of sixty· 
four years ; his son, Robert 
Mayo, his wife Betty and their 
three sons, Jim (Nicole), John 
(Alexis) and Don (Beth), all of 
Toronto, Ontario; his daughter, 
Sandra, her husband Bruce 
Handley of Red Deer and their 
two daughters, Cheryl (Marty) 
of Red Deer and Stacey (Dean) 
of Vancouver; and stx great 
grandchildren. Funeral SeNices 
were held at the Eventide 
Funeral Chapel, Red Deer, on 
Wednesday, December 24, 
1997 at 11:00 a .m. with the 
Reverend Joel Den Haan offici· 
ating. Interment followed in the 
Alto-Reste Memorial Gardens. 
Arrangements in care of 
Eventide Funeral Chapels , 
4820 • 45 Street, Red Deer. 
Phone 347·2222. 

I TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY 

PLEASE NOTE: Too Late to 
Classify ads are accepted only 
after 2:00pm Monday and 
before 12:00pm Tuesday at the 
rate of $10.50 for 20 words or 
less and 35 cents for each addi· 
tional word. They are accepted 
on a first come first served 
basis and are printed only if 
space permits. The Driftwood 
cannot be responsible for errors 
ot omissions as these ads may 
not be proof read because of 
time constraint. 
5 DAY AFTER Christmas Sale • 
December 27 • 31 . 25% off 
regular merchandise, 40% off 
Christmas merchandise. 
c·losed January thru February. 
Stone Walrus Gallery, 122 
Lower Ganges Road. 
CHRISTMAS BUNNIES: Snow 
white dwarf Rabbits. 2 months 
old. $5.00 each. 537-5159. 
TAXI 537 -3030 • SILVER 
Shadow Taxi will be on duty 
throughout the Christmas holi· 
day season, maintaining its 24 
hours, 365 days a year seNice. 
Jana, Jerry, George & Paul 
wish our customers a Merry 
Christmas and Happy & 
Prosperous New Year. 
NEW YEAR'S Babysitting avail· 
able. Over-nights welcome. 
Phone 537·4776. 
CHRISTMAS KAYAKS , 
matched pair of Necky Kyooks 
complete with: paddles, skirts, 
and life jackets and in perfect 
condition, $2400. 537·2840. 
FOR RENT: cozy townhouse. 2 
bedroom with fireplace, 
washer/dryer, no pets, $850 per 
month. Available February 1. 
Contact Alane, 537-4266. 
$500 REWARD FOR the return 
of one red and white 1994 
Honda Motocross bike, racing 
plate #55 stolen Sunday night 
from Mobrae, Ave. Salt Spring 
Island. Another $500 is offered 
for information leading to arrest 
and conviction of the thief. Call 
537-1923. All calls confidential. 
DEJA VU DOWNSTAIRS 
Mouat's Mall, rent a dress or 
Tux for New Year's Eve. Open 
10 • 5, December 30 & 31 . 537· 
8806 
AVAILABLE JANUARY first 
1998. Cozy cabin, quiet, north 
end. Garden, pond, ducks, out· 
house. $400/ month. 537·1677. 
Merry Xmas S.S.I. 
JUDITH & JULIE of Skin 
Sensations wish you and yours 
a very Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year, and wish 
to remind you that this is your 
last chance to purchase our half 
day spa special (manicure, 
pedicure, facial, bodywork and 
lunch at $99.95) . We will be 
open until 4 pm Christmas eve. 
537-8807. 21 02 Grace Point 
Square. Still lots of stocking 
stutters! 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY 
SEASIDE KITCHEN in 
Vesuvius will be closed 
December 29 to January 11. 
Reopening January 12. Happy 
Holidays everyone. 
BLACKBIRD HOME & Garden 
year end sale begins on 
Saturday, December 27. All 
stock on sale, 25 - 40% off. 
Soap, candles, books, baskets, 
cards, collectibles, plants. (Sale 
does not apply to consignment 
items). Open Saturday, 
December 27 to Wednesday 
December 31. Closed January 
1, reopening January 2. 10 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Fulford Village. 653· 
9113. 

Gulf 
Islands 
Online 

YOUR COMMUNITY WEBSITE 

0 Driftnet 
0Local 

Information 

0 What's On 

0Weather 

Submit your letters, 

viewpoints, or just 

browse news stories, 

all from the. comfort 

of your computer! 

Find us 
on the 

Internet 
at: 

http://www. 

gulfislands.net 

For advertising or 

other information, 

e-mail to: 

driftwood@gulfislands.net 

or phone 

250-537-9933 

Salt Spring Island, 

B.C. VBK lVl 

mailto:sales@niho.com
http://www.niho.com
mailto:driftwood@gulfislands.net


GULF ISLANDS DRIFlWOOD 

THE 
GRAPEVINE 
BY STEVE COOPMAN 

Otampagne has been referred to 
as the wine a young man drinks on 
the evening of his first mistake. 

For most of us it is the wine of 
celebration, but is also one of the 
most versatile of wines. Tony 
Aspler, wine columnist for the 
Toronto Star, relates the story of ask
ing AJain de Vogue, chairman of 
Veuve Clicquot-Ponsardin, "When 
is the best time to drink cham
pagne?" 

His reply was, "Before, during 
and after." I presume he was refer
ring to a meal, but since champagne 
is also known as the wine of lovers, 
you never know. 

The popularity of champagne has 
spawned a plethora of sparkling 
wines from all over the wild, many 
of them wonderful, quite a number 
on the level of ''pop." With the holi
days at hand it is a good time to look 
at a few of those available at our 
local outlets. 

But first a little information about 
the "champagne method" How do 
they get it to ticlde your nose? First, 
an ordinary still white wine is made 
(a classic wine for champagne is a 
blend of Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, 
and Pinot Meunier grapes). 

After the first fermentation of the 
grape juice is complete, a little yeast 
and sugar is added and the bottle is 
capped and a second fermentation 
takes place in the bottle. This creates 
carbon dioxide which cannot 
escape, hence the fizz. 

Then, to get rid of the sediment of 
dead yeast cells, the bottles are over 
many days gently shaken and 
moved from the horizontal to the 
vertical, neck down. The sediment 
now rests against the cap, so the 
neck of the bottle is frozen in a vat 
of super-cooled brine, the cap is 
removed and out pops the plug of 
frozen sediment. The bottle is then 
topped up and corked and allowed 
to age further. It's the labour-inten
sive method of removing sediment, 
a process called "riddling" that 
makes champagne so expensive, but 
it is worth it. 

A good champagne has a refresh
ing crispness, imparted to it by the 
Chardonnay grapes, plus a more 
earthy, full-bodied quality that it gets 
from the red grape varieties includ
ed in the classic blend. 

Now let's look at the bubbles you 
may want to try this coming week. 

At the lower end of the price 
scale, Veuve Du Vemay, Blanc de 

OOe thank you 
for your patronage 
and hope you will 
be surrounded 
by good fortune, 
good friends and 
good health 
throughout this 
festive season. 

DICK 
TRORY 

~CJIR CREEK HOUSE 
REALTY LTD. 

164 Fulrord-Ganges Rd. 
Salt Spring Island, BC 

Blancs, Brut French sparkling wine 
at $11.35 is outstanding value. The 
Blanc de Blanc designation means 
that this is a wine made exclusively 
from Chardonnay grapes, making it 
a fresh, light wine perfect to start off 
an evening, or to have at lunch or 
even breakfast. Why not? The 
"Brut" description signifies a dry 
wine. With champagne it means that 
less than 15 grams/litre of sugar has 
been added in the final stage of top
ping up the bottle after.. the sediment 
has been removed. 

In the middle price range we have 
a local wine that is getting lots of 
attention. Cipes Brut from 
Summerhill Estate winery in 
Kelowna costs $19.95 and is a 
sparkling wine using 100 per cent 
Riesling grapes. According to the 
winery, this wine has a fruity, light 
quality that makes it perfect for all 
occasions. For those of you who 
find wine difficult to drink because 
of the sulfites, Cipes is not only 
made from organically-grown 
grapes, but no sulfites have been 
added, and to give a little of that 
west coast quality, it states on the 
bottle that this wine is pyramid 
aged. · 

For a classic '1Champagne" 
champagne you have to pay a little 
more and for me, Veuve Clicquot 
Ponsardin Brut is worth the $45.95 
price tag. If you buy this wine, open 
it as a good champagne should be 
opened: without spilling a drop. The 
cork should be removed with just a 
kiss of a sigh, the wine should be 
poured carefully into champagne 
flutes so that you can delight in the 
multitude of long-lasting, tiny bub
bles. Notice, as the wine warms up, 
the complex flavours created by 
mixing the three different grape 
varieties as well as blending the 
wines from a number of different 
vintages. (Most champagne is non
vintage, only in great years do the 
good houses bottle a vintage wine). 
If you taste carefully you will detect 
a chalky quality that is a hallmark of 
the soil that underlies Champagne. 

I hope everyone has a happy holi
day and a joyous New Year. I'll be 
ringing in '98 hosting a special cele
bration at Seacourt Restaurant For 
me there is no better evening than 
one spent eating good food and 
drinking good wine with people 
who share a like enjoyment, and 
when there's dancing to be had then 
life is perfect. 

anew 
baby? 

It's time to call your Welcome 
Wagon hostess. She will bring 
congratulations & gifts for the 
family and the NEW BABVI 

./ _ 
• : j v' . 

· lGlll/ 

_~kOm~Oll 
SINCE UQO 

Jill Urquhart 
537-5431 
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MAD HATIERS'? Hoping to get Gulf Islands 
Secondary's ban on wearing hats in the class
room removed through a fundraising effort 

are student council members, from left, Chris 
Coulter, Matt Hayes and Matt Gee. 

Students working on hat ban 
Opposition to the "no-hat" rule 

at Gulf Islands Secondary School 
(GISS) has been transformed into 
a student council fundraiser by the 
efforts of three student council 
members. 

But Matt Gee, Chris Coulter 
and Matt Hayes are aiming for 
more than the two-week event 
which has been authorized for 
early next year. Their goal is elim
ination of the school's regulation 
on hats, which allows hats to be 
worn in the hall but not in the 
classroom. 

Gee and Hayes are co-presi
dents of the students council but 
the fundraising idea came from 
Coulter. He proposed that students 
pay a minor amount for a weekly 
licence to wear a hat in class, with 
the money going to the grad fund, 
to the students council or shared 
between both. 

Gee and Hayes picked up on the 

idea and the trio bas pitched it at a 
school policy meeting - "the 
reception to that wasn't so great," 
Gee notes - and then to a staff 
meeting on December 5 and to a 
GISS parents advisory council 
meeting on December 10. 

"It was generally well received 
at the PAC meeting," Hayes 
reported. He estimates 35 per cent 
of the student population would 
like to wear hats in class. 

So far, the youths have received 
permission to sell the hat-wearing 
licences for two weeks in January, 
both as a fundraiser and as a test 
of the idea. They hope the policy 
on hats will eventually be abol
ished. 

Not because Gee, Hayes or 
Coulter wear hats but because they 
believe the policy creates prob
lems for students and teachers. 

Gee suspects the policy reflects 
the old tradition of removing hats 

upon entering a home as a sign of 
respect. · 

But Hayes points out respect 
should be earned and not regu
lated. Moreover, he notes, the 
hat issue has become a bone of 
contention in classrooms. Some 
students refuse to take off their 
hats when entering the class
room and if a teacher tries to 
enforce the rule, the situation 
turns into a debate which dis
rupts the class. 

Hayes feels some students are 
tired of hats being an. issue in the 
middle of their classes. He is also 
unhappy that hats are often confis
cated. 

"My personal foremost hatred is 
that teachers have the right to take 
someone's hat and keep it indefi
nitely. I believe it 's called theft," 
he said. 

GISS principal Eric McMahon 
could not be reached for comment. 

Party out of bounds to Driftwood reporter 
Is a journalist a spectre at the feast? 
Organizers of the pre-Christmas get-together for 

members of the Southern Gulf Island Ferry Advisory 
Committee seemed to feel that way after Salt Spring 
member Ken Lee suggested Driftwood reporter 
VaJorie Lennox be included in the gathering. Lennox 
has covered every meeting of the full committee since 
the process started three years ago. 

But organizers felt the presence of the press might 

deter participants from participating, specifically from 
singing some of the tongue-in-cheek songs reportedly 
be~g prepared to take a jab or two at the ferry corpo
ration. 

Lee reports that some of the B.C. Ferries' staff, 
including planning services manager Ian Curtin, have 
hitherto hidden musical talent and bad formed their 
own performance group. 

The two-hour open house was held last Wednesday. 
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Good form 
Jim Duffy, left, and Rod 
Sheeter try out some karate 
moves as the local club finish
es up the last practice prior to 
the Christmas break. The class 
is led by Pat Byron and takes 
pl ace in the Salt Spring 
Elementary School gym. 

·-

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK? 

Contamination can occur without 
changes in colour or taste. 

m $25.00 per test • Results in 24 hours 
Be Safe • Test Annually! 
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10115-C McDonald Park Rd. 
Sidney, S.C. VSL 3X9 656-1334 
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+ INSULATION 

Deadstop stays in garbage can 
while Slugs battle it out for a tie 

+NEW VINYL WINDOWS 
+NEW INSULATED DOORS + VENTILAnON & DRAFT PROOFING 
wa Vinyltell ,.. New & Renovation 
,.. 11IEilMOPaOOF ,.. WifUlows 

•••••••••••••••••••••• •••• ••• ••••••••• ••••••• 
+ Quality Installation 
• French Doors 

• 6 colours of vinyl windows 

By JIM BlACK and 
ANDY NAUMANN 
Driftwood Contributors 

The last time the Salt Spring 
Slugs took on the Sidney Blues, 
we crushed them by a score of 
16-5. 

It has to be noted, unfortu 
nately, that in that game their 
netminder didn't show up until 
the third period. At ou r game 
two weekends ago, he was there 
right from the start and playing 
pretty well too . Back in our 
zone Topping was once again 
between the pipes and looking 
as solid as ever. 

The only unfortunate thing 
that the Slugs had to deal with 
was that Dead stop somehow 
managed to get back into the 
lineup . T he reason he missed 
the last game, as we found out, 
was that he had been arrested 
for impersonating Santa Claus. 
But he was released when his 
lawyer successfully argued that 
he much more closely resembles 
Burl Ives than old Saint Nick. 
· In spite of this, the Slugs real
ly came out flying in this game. 
Right from the opening face-off 
the Slugs took co ntrol of the 
match and h ad a numbe r of 
good scoring chances, only to 
be stymied by the netminder. 

Back in our own zone, 
Topping was making short work 
of any shots coming his way 
and things were looking good 
fo r the lads in this one, until 

HIGH 
ROLLERS 

SLUG 
TRAIL 

Deadstop actually made a good 
pla y. With one of the Blues 
bearing down o n him in the 
Slugs zone, Deadstop managed 
to poke-check the puck away 
from him in an uncharacteristic 
display of hockey s kill. 
Unfortunately for the Slugs, 
whi le Deadstop was busy pat
ting himself o n the bac k for 
this, a second Blues player 
picked up the loose puck and 
snapped it past a screened 
Topping. 

Deadstop, fu lly expecting the 
wrath of his teammates, volun
tarily went and found a garbage 
can and jumped in it for the 
remainder of the period. Now 
that he was out of the way the 
boys got back to work and con
tinued to press the Blues for the 
rest of the first period and most 
of the second, but still couldn't 
beat the Blues netminder, so we 
went into the third still trailing 
by a score of 1-0. 

In the third pe riod things 
finally started going our way. 
Right off the bat the S lu gs 
opened the scoring when Paddy 
Akerman s topped a c lea ring 
pass in the Blues zone and fed a 
pass to Brant Weni nger, who 
wasted no time getting the Slugs 
on the score sheet. Shortly after 

High bowling scores from only one 
league at Kings Lane Recreation were 
reported this week. 

rn the Tuesday afternoon seniors 
league, high scorers were Deke 
Noonan, 243; Vanda Winstone, 213; 
and June Webb, 216. 
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and staff 

that Andy Naumann and 
Mcintyre set up a perfect give 
and go in front of the Blues net. 
First Naumann slid it over to 
Mac, who waited for the netmin
der to make hi s move before 
feeding it back to Naumann who 
had a wide open net yawning 
right in front of him. 

This gave the Slugs a much
needed confidence booster so 
much so that they even let 
Deadstop back in the game. He 
didn't let them down, at least 
for a while, and even managed 
to get a shot on net, although it 
posed no threat to the netmin
der. 

It wasn't until halfway 
through the final period when 
the Slugs were ki lling off a 
penalty tha t two mistakes at 
once cost us the victory. First 
we put Deadstop out to kill a 
penalty and at the exact same 
time as he got caught up in the 
p lay, hi s defensive partner 
Rodney Challborn caught a rut 
and fell down, allowing a two
man breakaway on poor old 
Topper. He made a terrific effort 
to stop the play but they man
aged to just squeeze it past him. 

The Slugs didn't let this one 
bother them too much, they just 
kept on taking the play to the 
Blues, but in spite of a number 
of good chances, they couldn 't 
get another one past their net
minder and had to settle for a 
tie. 

~ 
~ 
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Improvements 

• Metal insulated doors 

Ho111et?::l 
Soluti~nsL.::l) 

3740 Trans Canada Highway, Cobble Hill, S.c. VOR 1LO 
Victoria: (250) 995-2425 I Duncan {250) 743-4474 

Fax: (250) 743-9969 

1~ ;\ppteciatio~ 
FOR YOUR PATRONAGE 

1is lhe season to be jolly 
To deck lhe halls with boughs of holly 

And so we feel we're right on cue 
By sending our best to you! 

The Staff at 

PAnERSON MARKET LTD. 
Frank, Sheri, Graham, Jesse, Segovia, Erin, Anna & Sarah 

Sincere best wishes and a round of 
good cheer to all the great folks who 

stopped by this year. 

REGULAR HOURS 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON: 

Saturday & Wednesday 8am - 5pm 
Corner of Park Drive and 

Lower Ganges Rd. (next to GYM) 

J~ f51uv8lnla& &, 
f/laPfw~ur J/ewc. to-Jtlt! 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL RECYCLING EFFORTS! 
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Santa visited island three times 
Thirty-five years ago 
• Santa was dropping by Salt 

Spring three times in the days 
before Christmas. First, he was to 
fly into Ganges for the Lions 
Club Christmas carol singing on 
December 22 at 2:30 p.m. in 
Ganges. Next he was on the 
Jaycee Christmas ship from 
Bellingham, due at Ganges at 
9:30 a.m. December 23. Finally, 
he was expected to sneak back on 
the island sometime overnight 
December 24 to ensure a merry 
Christmas morning for island 
children. 

Thirty years ago · 
• Salt Spring ratepayers 

approved three referenda, one for 
six classrooms at Gulf Islands 
Secondary School, one for 
improved dormitory facilities and 
one for a teacherage on Pender 
Island. All three had been defeat
ed in two previous votes. The 
fina l vote was 70 per cent in 
favour of the classrooms, 67 per 
cent backing the improved dormi
tory and 62 per cent supporting 
the teacherage. 

Twenty-five years ago 
• Salt Spring voters approved 

two referenda, oqe for a $50,000 

DOWN THE 
YEARS 

/Workshops 
537·2068 

INGRID DERINGER, M.A. activity centre for Ganges as part 
of a new elementary school gym
nasium and one for an increase in 
the mill rate for recreation. The 
activity centre referendum had 
been defeated a year earlier but 
gained 68 per cent approval while 
the recreation referendum was 
backed by 71 per cent of voters. 

Gulf Islands School Board and 
Charles Hingston of Salt Spring 
was chosen vice-chairman at the 
board's December meeting. 
Before retiring to Pender in 
1976, Zacharias had been a 
school principal for 32 of his 35 
years in the Saskatchewan educa
tion system. DRIFTWOOD CLASSIFIEOS 

Ten years ago 537-9933 
• Regional status for the Islands 

Trust was the recommendation of 
an all- party review committee of 
the provincial legislature. The 
committee's report said the Trust 
area should be reorganized as a 
regional district with the islands 
excluded from current regional 
di stricts . Committee members 
also agreed the Trust should 
retain its preserve and protect 
mandate. 

r"Coffipany &,l:g~ 

: BID & BRmf}lf: Twenty years ago 
• No further accesses to beach 

or lake were to be allowed on Salt 
Spring until the Salt Spring Trust 
Committee drafted a regulatory 
bylaw governing such accesses. 
The Ministry of Highways had 
also ruled that Maycock Road 
could not be used as a recreation
al access to St. Mary Lake. Both 
decis ions followed a meeting 
wjth Minister of Municipal 
Affairs Hugh Curtis by island res
idents concerned about recre
ational use of lakes which also 
supply water to residents. 

Five years ago 

~ 

I 
I 

Fifteen years ago 
• Pender trustee John Zacharias 

was chosen new chairman of the 

• A proposal for a 24-unit 
affordable housing complex on 
land owned by the Catholic 
Church was put before the 
Advisory Planning Commission 
by the Salt Spring Island 
Community Services Society. 
The society had received applica
tions from 130 people in need of 
subsidized housing. 

I Fax (ZSO) S374323 , I 
101 Bittancourt Road , 

I Salt $pring~~ BC, V8lt 2tif:l ..._ ____ _ 

WEWlSHYOUA 

AND A HAPpY NEW YEAR 
From all of us to all of you, go our best wishes 
and heartfelt thanks this holiday season. It,s 

alU?ays a pleasure to serve you! 

.--------------HOLIDAY HOURS----------------. 
Dec. 24 

Regular hours 
Dec. 25 & 26 Dec. 27, 29, 30 & 31 

Closed Regular hours 
Jan.t 
Closed 

Re-Opening: 
Thurs. Jan. 2 
Regular hours 

~ w•r.· A.. PI d ~~~~-~.-~· i":~ ~~~2 L-~~~ _,~ . J ~ 1n1Qor ~woo 
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DRIFTWOOD ONLINE 
Check it out at 

http://www.gulfislands.net 

, 

http://www.gulfislands.net
http://www.Wlndsorflywood.com
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WUGE 
~~Your Food Store,, 

1 00% SALTSPRING ISLAND OWNED AND OPERATED 

HOUDAY HOURS 

EFFECT ::::v,•v 8AM • 9PM ~ . -. . . . . 
day .. .. . Sam- 6pm ~ 

- All adver6sed items, 
while stock lasts 

SORRY NO RAJNCHECKS 

Saturday 
27th 

Sunday ~onday 

28th 29th 

Christmas Day . . closed : 
Day .. ... closed 1998 TELEPHONE BOOKS 

CUT FROM "CANADA" ~~~ •low salt 

ARE AVAILABLE AT 
GANGES VIllAGE MARKET 

GRADE~~ BEEF Sliced Side 358 
T·Bone or Bacon l SOO~m l vANcouvER ISlAND ,_ 

Porterhouse --- - ---
2
-

38
- Fresh Oysters~ ~~-

SEAFOOD fresh or frozen 

Steaks. P~7fy Sticks I !OO~L~ml JANoRfrozen !1oograml 88 
BBQ Salmon Tips • 

48 
•pepperoni •summer •salami 

OCEAN JEWEL Frozen 898 
AusTRAUAN FRESH AusT1U\UAN FREsH AusTRAuAN FREsH Shrimp Rings 3k12 gram L b L L b R k DOUBLE LOIN p g 
.!~hort cu~g am ac 5 Lamb Chops IQF Frozen 

398 798 798 Black l 11b bog I 1298 
.__ _____ __Js.nkg lb 17.s9ks · lb lb Tiger Prawns lb 

BEST GOURMET 
''COLUMBIAN" 

Coffee~ 
BECEL 

DOVE 2 ply white 

Bathroom~ 
Tissue 24 ;;t~ 
UMIT 2 PKGS PER FAMILY ORDER 

SUNRYPE BLUE LABEL CAMPBELLS 

GARDEN FRESH 
SPECIAL 

WASHINGTON 
SNOBOY 

Russet 
Potatoes 

Soft 907~bm 
Margarine 

"pure clear" 

,1e Juil8 [I§ 
Tomato Soup 
2 284~~ .• 

*Regular• light 

SCHNEIDERS 
MEDIUM r-60-0-----., 
CHEDDAR gl:'k 

Cheese 
McCORMICK$ 

CANDIES 

6 PKGS PER FAMILY ORDER I 

DELl SPECIAL FLORAL SP-ECIAL BULK FOOD SAVINGS 

CANADIAN MADE 
CHRISTMAS Tropical 

Plants 
DAN-D-PAK 

Pistachios Double Brie 
Cheese I BIG 10'1 POT I l 400~~m I 

EVERY MONDAY 
DOUBLE COUPON DAY 

Double the coupon value on all manufacturers' coupons 
except free good coupon offers and advertised specials. 
Coupon value must not exceed value of product 

We now accept for your convenience 
MASTERCARD, INTERACT CARD 

AND VISA CARD 

10% OFF 
TUESDAY 

All items except Ruid milk products, eggs, 
buHer, cigoreHes & tobacco products 

. 
All ADYIIIISED 

SHCIALS 
nLISIOCI 

WIS ~ 
PIOIIE 

537-4144 

~ 
J , .. 
f 
I 




