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Building inspectors ensure construction meets standards 
Health, safety and adherence to 

the National Building Code will 
bless a new home with a Capital 
Regional District (CRD) occu
pancy permit. 

Building, plumbing, wood heating are three main areas he said. 
"When we are on site doing 

inspections we have few com
plaints." 

Homes that have met a lengthy 
list of health and safety standards 
can obtain a temporary occupan
cy permit. But to obtain the final 
permit, all code specifications 
must be reached. 

Tom Woods, a building inspec
tor at the Salt Spring office, said 
occupants whose homes have met 
health and safety standards can 
live under a temporary occupancy 
permit for some time. Eventually, 
however, they are notified that 
unless a final inspection on their 
houSe takes place within a speci
fied time, a "notice on title" will 
be placed on their borne. 

Effectively, this notice, which 

is removed once a final occupan
cy permit is issued, warns a 
potential buyer of the permit sta
tus. 

Although most structures with
in the CRD need to be inspected, 
there are a few exceptions. 

Any building with a square 
footage of less than 100 feet does 
not require building permits. 
Sheds and workshops often fall 
into this category. 

Exceptions to this rule include 
structures less than 100 square 
feet attached to a house. These 
must be inspected. 

A new house will undergo 
numerous inspections before 
being issued an occupancy per
mit. The three main areas of 
inspection include building, 

plumbing and woodstove and 
fireplace. The local inspection 
office has also recently taken on 
inspection of water lines. 

Under the "building" category, 
inspectors look at lhe foundation, 
footings and s lab. Framing is 
inspected, as is drainage around 
the house a nd insulation. All 
must meet building code require
ments. 

Stucco requires three or four 
inspections, Woods said, and the 
building inspector also checks the 
plumbing. Woodstoves must be 
CSA (Canadian Standards 
Association) approved, and fire
places must meet safety and 
health requirements. 

The local office took on 
inspection of water lines about 

six months ago in an effort to 
"ensure the homeowner is sup
plied with good water for a while 
and that there won't be problems 
down the· road," Woods said. He 
noted that the water districts' 
jurisdiction for water lines ends at 
the road. 

Inspectors ensure the water 
lines are surrounded by adequate 
bedding sand and there are no 
jagged rocks in close vicinity. 

"The reason we are here is to 
ensure the homeowner has a qual
ity home," Woods said. "And 
more and more people are look
ing at us from that perspective." 

Woods said some people think 
he and other inspectors receive a 
lot of "flack" from home 
builders. But this is not the case, 

People, he said, are glad to 
know their homes meet the neces
sary requirements. 

TIDBITS 
Any building with 
a square footage 
of less than 100 
feet does not 

require building 
permits. 

How high is your home's humidity? 
Best level is between 30, 55 per cent NEW HOMES 

AND (SOP) Here are some guidelines 
from experts regarding humidify
ing homes. 

• Measure the humidity in the 
house with a humidity meter, 
available at hardware stores. The 
recommended level is between 30 
and 55 per cent. When humidity is 
too high there can be increased 
microbe buildup. 

• Mites, which can trigger asth
matic bouts, thrive in over-mois
turized air. Cockroaches, associat
ed with asthm~ also favour mois
ture. High humidity can create 
condensation on cooled surfaces, 
such as windows and poorly insu
lated walls. 

• Low humidity dries skin, 
nose , throat and eyes and can 
cause he~daches. Dry air also 
mcreases static electricity. 

If you choose not to buy a 
humidifier you can use one of the 
following methods to moisturize 
interiors: 

• Use a hot steam vapourizer, the 
type usually used in children's 
rooms. But they need a watchful eye 
- they don't hold much water and 
most don't have automatic shut-offs. 

• Leave the bathroom door open 
when showering or bathing to 
allow the vapour to escape to 
other rooms. 

• Bring a kettle to a boil and let 
it simmer as steam pou~s out of 
the spout. If the kettle doesn't 
have an automatic shutoff, use a 
timer to remind you that it's 

steaming away. 
Here are some precautions to 

take if you have a humidifier: 
• Change the water every 24 

hours to avoid stagnation. 
• Don't allow water to stand 

unused - dump it out until the 
humidifier is ready to be refilled. 

• Scour and scrub the water 
tank, inside of the cabinet and fil
ter with a solution of javel water; 
rinse well with hot water and let 
dry thoroughly before starting it 
up again; be sure to remove all the 
odor of the javel solution. 

• The same cleanliness applies 
to the ultrasonic humidifier, the 
type that sends out a spray of cold 
water. The health-protection 
branch of Health and Welfare 
C n da W'lrtS 'I a"nst u ing L1p 

water because it leads to the 
machine emitting a high concen
tration of particles that can be 
breathed by humans. 

These particles can cause a 
white coating to settle on furniture 
but they also might cause discom
fort and respiratory problems for 
some people. 

Use only de-ionized, distilled 
or demineralized water. Avoid 

If you can dream it, 
we can design it. 

Any size, any site, anywhere. That's the beauty of 
Lindal. Years of custom design experience trans
late into beautiful homes, each one a reflection of 
its owner's dreams. And, as your local Lindal deal
er, we can guide your project from start to finish. 
Bring us your ideas today. We'll sweat the details. 

ALindal Cedar Homes 
Independently distributed by: 

Dean Developments Ltd. 
2110 Henry Ave., Sidney, B.C. 

656-0915 or after hours 658-8445 

operating ultrasonic humidifiers in 
bedrooms at night to further redua: 
the number of breathable particles. 
The best place to keep these 
humidifiers is in a more central 
area o( the home such as a hallway. 

COftAGES 
Built to Completion and Lock-Up Stage 

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING • SUSPENDED CEILINGS 

• Don't use any form of germi
cide in the water of any humidifier 
because their vapours, when 
breathed, can cause additional 
problems. 'RELAWNEY CON,RAC,ING 
Daniadown ED ARMSTRONG 537-5229 

BEDDING 
HOME IMPROVEMEN,. - NICE A YEAR 

FROM DRin'WOOD PUBLISHING! 
c--J_ -ron's GRACE PT. SQ. ona 537-4014 

Q. What can you do about 
a problem septic system? 

A. Choose a WHITE WATER MECHANICAL SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM. 

• B.C. Government-certified. 
• Treats residential sewage, using aeration and natural bacteria already present: aerobic 

action speeds breakdown of sewage, making it odour-free and safe for release into environment. 
* Simple construction and operation: no moving parts in buried plant; serviceable 

components (compressor & controls) mounted in home or garage; quiet, economical 
operation uses less power than 60-watt light bulb. 

* Low initial cost and low maintenance, warranties; compressor- 5 years, tank- 10 years. 

WIDTEW ATER is designed specifically for problem areas: 
* Where percolation is limited, wHITEWATER can reduce field size requirements by up 

to 50%. 
• Where present field is marginally efficient, WHITEWATER can reduce demands on 

an over-burdened field. 

WHITEWATER can be customized to specific needs. 
Call your local distributor, Gulf Islands Septic Ltd. at 653-4013 . 

.. ---~----------------- clip and save -----------------~----

SEPTIC SYSTEM MAINTENANCE TIPS 
(published again, in response to numerous requests) 

1. Clear trees, brambles, shrubs from septic field & tank areas; roots can clog pipes. 
2. Don't overload system; space laundry loads throughout the week. 
3. Don't flush personal hygiene products: panty liners, sanitary napkins, plastic tampon 

applicators, disposable diapers, baby wipes, paper towels, facial tissues or condoms 
will plug tank and lines. 

4. Check tank sludge: if crust depth is over 10", it is time to pump. A neglected tank will 
compost and endanger the septic field. 

5. Buying or selling property? Before signing a contract, have the septic system checked to 
avoid expensive repairs later. Record location, condition and date of service for future 
reference. 

6. Can't find your tank? We can, with radiosonde "sewer sleuth". 

Be a good neighbour - maintain your septic system. 

For more information, call: GULF ISLANDS SEPTIC LTD. 653-4013 
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION: Local carpenter works on a log 
home on Salt Spring. If homeowners don't wish to do their 
own bu lding or renovations, there are local contractors who 
can take care of every building need. "'-llrDomcu....a, 

GULF ISLANDS FLOOR 
INSTALLATIONS 

[IJ 

Carpet and Vinyl 
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 

WE ALSO DO 
CUSTOM CARPET BINDING 

AND BORDER WORK 

§J}Iut.~ Carp~t and Vinyl 
Reparrs 

For Free Estimates and 
Prompt Service 

Call: 537-9150 
Message: 537-1733 

IAN BRIERLEY 
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(SOP) A house is not only a person's home, it's 
also in most cases a major fmancial investment. And 
in order to keep its value, a house must be main
tained. If you've been putting off maintenance pro
jects because of the heat and humidity of summer, the 
cool, dry days of fall are a good time to catch up. 

• Do fall pruning and lawn care. Spread mulch on 
flower beds. 

House exterior 
• Clean gutters. Refasten loose gutter brackets. 

Check for missing strainers. 
This list is a generalized one in that it does not con

tain every maintenance item, and you may fmd that 
some of the items don't apply to your house. Still, it's 
a good place to start, and you should expand it to 
meet your needs. 

• Downspout sections should be properly installed, 
with upper section fitting into lower section. 

• Check TV antenna for sturdiness. Antenna should 
not be attached to chimney. 

• Trim tree limbs away from roof. 

Grounds 
• Check visually for loose shingles, flashing. 

• Check and repair concrete walkways. 
• Install storm windows. Remove debris from win

dowsills. Repair damaged putty. 
• Seal driveway. A black surface helps melt ice 

and snow. 
• Drain external hose bibs and leave hose bibs 

open. 

Take time to plan before renovating 
(SOP) Renovating or luxury 

upgrading means making a change 
you're going to live with, and one 
thing is certain: your enjoyment of 
the experience, and the new space, 
will be doubled if you do it right. 

Understand the value of your 
property, both the building and 
the location. Think clearly about 
what you want from the change, 
and get some expert advice on 
how to make it effectively. Plan 
around your existing layout, 
unless you're altering it complete-

ly, and make certain that the new 
elements are well integrated into 
your home. Opt for quality, and 
you'll get the products and the 
services that make all the differ
ence. 

The kitchen is a key space in the 
home, one many choose to reno
vate first, or replace entirely. The 
spectacular choice offered by the 
leading kitchen design firms 
makes the decision difficult, and 
yet finally so easy to give in to. 
Changes elsewhere are hard to 

resist once the kitchen has been 
revived, and each of l.he.'it: c<m ura
matically alter the layout - anti 
l.he value - of your home. Take 
the time to look around at thl! 
extensive range of interior design 
ideas, exterior additions, air condi
tioning and heating systems, fire
places, doors, windows - in 
short, everything involved in 
improving your home, from the 
fountlation up to the roof. Make <Ul 
inve..,tment !.hat's sure to pay back 
your time and effort. 

~Home fJJemdl-
Sale prices in effect Sept. 20 - Oct. 7, 199 

BEAun-TONE INTERIOR 

I.AFEJC ACRYLIC 
SEMI·GLOSS 
Dries to o scrubbable medium gloss ~n
ish. Durable, dirt and stain resistant. For 
use in kitchen, bathrooms, utility rooms, 
etc. Soap and waler cleon·up. 
1853·603/ J.99 I stJS/ 569 

SUPER BEAun-TONE EXTERIOR 

ACRYLIC SILK 
SIDING & FRIM 
PAINF 
Fast drying to silk-like ~nish. Mildew 
and stain resistant with mini mol surface 
dirt collection. for use on aluminum, 
steel, vinyl or wood. 1859-607/62.5/812/652 

FREE PAINT RECYCUNG AND COLLfCTION PROGRAM 
All post consumer pamts regardless of brand may be returned to Mouats 
Home Hardware for storage and recycling anytime during regular busi
ness hours, Monday-Saturday 8:30am-5:30pm. Paints must be in original 
containers with original manufacturers labels intact. Sorry, we cannot 
accept paints in other types of containers. NOTE: We do not charge any 
Eco fees on our products to pay for this service. 

HOME 
5 PC. BRUSH 
SirS 
Includes 1", 1.5", 2H, 2.5• 
and 3" brushes. Available 
in pure bris~e or polyester. 

'-----'----~ 9803 064/616 

BEAun-TONE INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
I.AFEJC PRIMER 
UNDERCOAF 
A vinyl acrylic high hiding primer for 
use on interior or exterior non·stoining 
wood or on previously pointed surfaces. 
Top coot with one of our quality Beouti· 
Tone points. 1850-704·21 

If YOU Ali lOT WllflED Wll1t THE PBroiiWKE 
Of THIS PlOOUG AIIO MDING YOU HAVE fOl. 

LOWID THE WB.IMSlltKilOIIS, IE1\JU THE 
UNUSED POOIOI Wll1t 11001 Of ftiiOIASl 101 
AJU IOIIMO OllfPOOJIOO 011'111000. IHll 

Gu.wmi DOEIIOTWDE THE COST Of WOUI 
IN THE APIIK.ITIOI Of AMY PAINT 01 SlAIN 

WAI'Eil SEAL 
11Nr FREE 
ROLLER HFILI.S 

PACKOF4 

HOME PREMIUM 
MASKING rAPE 
18mm x 55 M rolls. 

PACKOF6 

Penetrates deep into the surface to establish 
o moisture barrier. protects surfoce from 
splitting, swelling and warping. Dries clear. 
ideal lOr wood, concrete, masonry and 
brick. Bonus 4.54litre size. 9802-500 
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Efficient wood heating comfortable, cost-effective 
. Using "':ood as ~ ~eat source can reduce storage space. shell surrounding the inner fire chamber. A p· Ia 

btlls for. 011, electnctty' propane or natural benefit of this t of stove is the cooler out- . . rrep ces . . 
gas, but 1t can be costly to install and requires Wood space heaters 'd tal rfype th 1 fr th . The tradttlonal open fireplace 1s mherent-st e me su ace at resu ts om e arr 1 · ffi · ., F' · 
extra effort for operation and maintenance Wood space heaters are the most common t, akin 't _., d hildr Y me ICient 10r two reasons. rrst, 1t con-

0 
. . t f db . l' . movemen m g t scuer aroun c en. sumes masst've am ts f . 

nee mstalled and working efficiently ype o woo - ummg app tances mstalled Ai t' ht . d h . oun o warm room au , . r tg ness m woo space eaters IS d · · Th' · h' 
wood heat can be a comfortable and cost-effec- dunng the past several years. These are . rtant beca . all be fir 1 unng operation. IS au, w 1ch has 
. th . fr din d . th tmpo use Jt ows tter e contra . already bee h ted b th h ' . 

tJve me od of heatJng your home, whether it ee-stan g ev1ces at are attached to a n . ea Y e ouse s pnmary 
be the primary 0~ auxiliary heat source. vertical chimney by a smok~ or flue~~· Pellet burning stoves heat ~ource, ts drawn ~rough the fireplace 

A wood-heating system has three campo- Spaces heaters are descnbed as htghly A few stoves with automatic fuelling sys- opemng and up the chimney. Second, most 
nents - the appliance, the venting system effi~ient" and installation in most homes is terns are now on the market. Wood pellets open firepl~ces are built against an outside 
and the fuel supply. stratghtforward. are fed by auger to the combustion grate wall, allowmg much of the heat to. be trans-

Appliances can range in size and price "~on trolled combustion" or airtight from a small hopper attached to the stove. ferred to the masonry and lost putstde. 
(from a few hundred to thousands of dol- design ~eaters are most <:<>mmon today. In Operation of the auger is controlled by ther- Heat-circukzting fireplace fonns 
lar!>). To be effective, it should be designed these, au flow, combustiOn and therefore mostat. These appliances require little main-
to allow controlled wood combustion. the rate of heat output can be regulated. tenance other than ash removal, and they 

The venting system, which pulls combus- There are two common types. A radiant provide efficient combustion. 

Heat forms are prefabricated shells used 
as liners for masonry fireplaces. They are of 
double-wall construction to allow move
ment between panels. This movement picks 
up heat that might otherwise be lost through 
the chimney. A blower fan can assist natural 
convection of room air through this cavity. 
Although more usable heat is produced, the 
improvement is not considered significant. 

tion air in over the wood and exhausts waste heater transfers heat to the surrounding 
products outside the house, is as important space by direct radiation from its hot sur-
as the heating appliance. Chimneys must be faces. In a circulating heater, the bot surface 
designed properly and cleaned regularly. is encased in a metal shell with air vents at 

Quality wood is also important, and those the top and bottom. Air circulates by natural 
planning to heat with wood should ensure convection or with the aid of a fan. 
they have a reliable source, plus adequate Circulating space beaters have a metal 

Proper fuel combustion 
essential in wood heat 

If the fire is not h?t enough, your woodstove is not working efficiently. 
. Wh:n a well-destgned wood heater is provided with enough combus

tiOn atr to create a hot fue, two benefits result. 

Cookstoves 
Although designed primarily for cooking, 

cookstoves also provide some space heating. 
Most currently on the market allow con
trolled combustion. Most have ovens, and hot 
water reservoirs are available as an option. 

r First,. most of. the tars and gases will be burned, leaving little to con
dense m ~e chtmney. Second, the chimney lining wiiJ be kept at a tem
perature htgh enough to minimize the build-up of creosote. 
Severa~ si~ns w.ill indicate to the homeowner v.hether or not proper 

combustion tS takmg place. Excessive smoking is a sign that much of the 
wood' s energy is being wasted up the chimney. 

For All The Clothing You Really Need 
If~ chimney develops creosote deposits quickly, one or more of the fol

lowmg may be responsible. 
• The wood may have a high moisture content, which consumes heat 

energy and inhibits combustion of the volatile matter. 
• The !ate of combustion may be too slow, causing a smoldering, 

smoky fire. 
:The applian~ may.~ poorly designed and unable to burn. wood efficiently. 

The gases m the chtmney are too cool; too much heat tS being extracted 
from the flue gases before they reach the chimney, or the liner is uninsulat
ed and the gases are cooling excessively before they reach the top, or both. 

Keep your 
chimney clean 

Before firing up the fireplace for 
the first time, make sure your chim
ney is ready for safe operation. 

Oleck the clean-out pit for debris 
or signs of erosion, such as crumbling 
bricks or mortar. Look up the chim
ney for obstructions, such as rubble or 
a bird's nest If your chimney is clean, 
you should be able to see daylight 

Look for creosote, too, which 
can build up in your flue and 
ignite by heat - the first fire of 
the year could be the trigger. 

If you notice any obstructions, 
or if your chimney lining is black 
or tar-like, it's time to call a chim
ney sweep. 

(!,.;ctc~t- f 
r~· 

Interior 
Painters 

Specializing in: 
decorative painting for walls, 
doors, floors. furniture etc. 

For free consultation call: 
NICOLA 537-4922 

YVONNE 537-5396 

a 
KODIAK LEE 

Stormrider 
BOOTS 
$10oFF Quilted 

Flannel Shirts Jackets 
ANY REGULAR PRICE 

t£ATHER BOOTS 
IN STOCK ~9~ ~9~ 

m·4xl 

lrlilHM WORK 
STONEWASH SOCKS 

JEAN$ 3-PAIRPAcK 

Company 
JEANS 
Easy fit or straight leg 

~49! 9!~ack 34~! 
, , ~ USeO UNDER UCENCE ffiOil WORK WORlD E~PAISfS lNC 
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Primary use of wood 
e · surance costs 

An efficient "ood-heating ~ s
tem may reduce home\lwner 
beating bills, but it could cause 
their insurance costs to soar. 

Accordmg to Nancy Holt
Stefancsik at Island Savings 
Insurance, a home where wood is 
the primary heat source will be 
urcharged 40 to 50 per cent, 

depending on the insurance com
pan). 

Companies are less strict about 
pellet stoves, Holt-Stefancsik says, 
but owners still have to meet strict 
requirements. Houses where wood 
b a secondary heat source will not 
be surcharged and will pay only 
the basic rate. 

To obtain insurance, however, 
"oodstoves must be approved by 
the building inspector and meet 

Canadian Standard A ociation 
(CSA) . r Underwriters 
Laboratories of Canada (ULC) 
requirements. 

Houses with electric heat as the 
main source pay a basic insurance 
fee. Houses heated by oil are not 
surcharged, unless the oil tank is 
in the dwelling. If this is the case, 
Holt-Stefancsik says, many com
panies will not even write up the 
insurance. 

The presence of smoke detec
tors is also an important part of 
obtaining insurance. According to 
the wording in the insurance 
agreement, homeowners have to 
take all necessary precautions to 
prevent fire. This, Holt-Stefancsik 
says, translates into installing 
smoke detectors. 

Building your dream home is one of the most important 
investments you'll ever make. 

Come visit our Show Home, then get the highest quality 
prefabricated home of your life. 

594-1777 
VISIT OUR SHOW HOME AT ... 

14n1 -64th Ave., Surrey, B.C., V3S 1X6 
Mon.- Fri. 9-5:30 I Sat. & Sun. 10- 4 

SEND s7.0° FOR CATALOGUE 

EFFICIENT HEATING: Tara 
Martin of the Home Design 
Centre loads fuel into a pel
let-burning heater.Photobyo.rodlundy 

Sharon$ 
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With over 21 years 
experience on the Gulf 
Islands, I will work with 
you to steer your project 
from idea to reality. 
Projects may vary from 
simple additions and 
renovations to new 
houses and commercial 
development. Full 
personal service is 
provided with free initial 
consultation. 

Jonathan P.M. Yardley 
o;p. Nril. (Btnn.) MAIBC, t.IRAIC, BIIJA 

1121 beaver pt. rd ., 
salt spring island, b.c. 
VSK 1X2 tel. (604) 537-2831 
tlx (004) 653-9)31 at (004) 246-7431 

GRACE PT. SQ. 537-4014 member of the architectural institute of british columbia 

Dedicated to excellence 
Whether vacation cabins or large estates, our service 
is friendly and professional. Many complete projects 
on Salt Spring, Pender, Satuma and Parker Island. 

~ 
CONSTRUCTION 

LTD. 
Box 392, 

Ganges, B.C. 
V8K 2W1 

Manber Boulder 

Planning to build on 
"Our Island" or 
"Your Island"? 

Call for our portfolio 
or an appointment: 
Tel/Fax 537·1603 

MEDITTERANEAN CORK 
Th1s ages old product is regaining a position of popularity in today's homes. Warm 
and comfortable underfoot, this environmentally friendly product is available in both 
natural and custom colours. Easy to install yourself. Prices start at $5.30 sq. ft. 
Professional installation available. 

is still our specialty and we carry an excellent 
selection from major manufacturers including: 
• Wool berbers, sisals and plushes from 

Australian and New Zealand, plushes and 
textured plushes from Crossley Carpets, 
Imperial, Richmond, Eldorado and more. 
Affordably priced, starting at under 
$10.00 sq_ yd. 

RUGS 
Our area rugs are sure to 
enhance your tile and hard
wood floor and make beauti
ful accents to carpeted areas. 
Choose from Tribal Persians, 
Tibetan, Chinese hooked and 
more. We also carry underpads 

· to keep them in place_ 

SPECIAL 
OFFER! 

Receive a FREE ''Glide and Guard'' 
with any floorcovering purchase 

over $950.00, while quantities last. 
*This unique product protects your floors 
when you move your kitchen appliances. 
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Pellet-burning wood heaters 
can go 40 hours on load of fuel 

~ 
$~9/J~ 

537-2979 

A burst of enthusiasm that dom
inated the market for pellet stoves 
over the past two years seems to 
have slowed. 

Donna Martin at the Home 
Design Centre believes some 
potential buyers are now looking 
beyond the huge convenience of 
pellet stoves and "rethinking the 
inconvenience." 

Pellet stoves arc much easier to 
operate than woodstoves. Owners 
load them once a day or less, set 
the heat level, and forget about 
them. 

The hopper holds 40 pounds or 
more of pellets which burn at a 
rate of one pound per hour on a 
low setting. 

"It's really great for families 
who work," Martin noted. "And 
we have a lot of satisfied cus
tomers." 

The heat level is set on a scale 
of one to five, depending on the 
size of the house and the outside 
temperature. Pellets come in 40-
pound bags. Stove owners usually 
order one ton of pellets (50 bags) 
at a time, paying $200. 

Martin says the cost of pellets is 
comparative to wood which now 

54 \IE 
ON QUAUTY SOUD PINE 

·~ 

Example of our 
hand-painted dressers 

Come see our large 
selection of affordable 

quality solid pine 
furniture. Tables, chairs, 

armoirs, wardrobes, 
bookcases, beds, 
desks, bunk-beds, 

dressers, jelly cabinets 
and computer tables. 

INSTANT FURNISHING 

0 1845 West 4th Ave. 
West of Burrard 

Vancouver 
Since 1967 

Green building - parking at rear 

731-4173 

TIDBIT$ 
Pellet stoves are 

composed of eight 
basic parts. The 

hopper holds the 
pellets; the auger 

provides the 
combustion area 
with a cont rolled 
amount of pellets. 

runs at about $130-$140 a cord. A 
ton of pellets is basically equiva
lent to a cord and a half of fire
wood. 

T he converter, which usually 
runs off a car battery and only 
draws a small amount of power, is 
nonetheless time limited. 

"The pellets are eac;ier than fire
wood," Martin said, "but the fire 
is more mechanical." 

Pellet stoves are composed of 
eight basic parts. The hopper 
holds the pellets; the auger pro
vides the combustion area with a 
controlled amount of pellets. 

" We care about your home from start to finish" 

At the outset, pellet stoves co t 
more than woodstoves, ranging 
from $1,700 to $2,800. As Martin 
notes. they are more complicated 

In the ''combustion air" compo
nent, fresh air enters the stove 
from the rear and is directed to the 
base of the grate to give the fire a 
constant supply of oxygen. The 
convection fan draws in air which 
is pre-heated through the air jacket 
and eventually super-heated as it 
exits the heat exchanger tubes to 
give maximum heat output. 

• ' r 

Owners load them 
once a day or less, 
set the heat level, 
and forget about 

them. 

to build than woodstoves, with 
two fans and a computer board. 

The big disadvantage to pellet 
stoves, Martin said, is their depen
dence on electricity. Many people 
are looking to wood or pellets as a 
back-up to electrical heat. But pel
lets stoves won't work "'hen the 
power is out unless owners pur
chase a power converter. 

Remaining exhaust gases -
those not expended in the initial 
burning process - are forced out 
the rear of the stove by the exhaust 
fan. 

The burn pot holds the pellets 
and allows interaction with the 
combustion air for the high burn
ing efficiency. 

Finally, an eac;ily removable ash 
pan allows leftover ash to be 
thrown out without creating a 
mess. · 

USE OUR 
IMAGINATION 

Merit Kitchens 
Our kirdwm don't ju~t rook. Thl'\' siz:ll·. 

THE POSSffiiiJTIES 
ARE ENDLESS! 

VISIT OUR 
SHOWROOM 

at 
THE HOME DESIGN 

CENTRE 

Traditional & Contemporary 
Designing 

• Stained • Bevelled 

• Sand Carved • Leaded 

• Etched • Laminated 

• Indoor & Outdoor 

• Architectural Lighting 

JERRY RINGROSE 1-604-537-9705 

MAKE YOUR 
NEXT KITCHEN 

YOUR BEST! 
CAll CHRIS 537-9222 
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Incandescent light bulbs are 
least expensive, least efficient 

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE 
AT THE FALL FAIR 

Saturday & Sunday Sept. 23 & 24 

POLAR BEAR 
A few intelligent lighting choic

e~ around the house can conserve 
energy (and money) with no risk 
of inconvemence or eye strain. In 
mo~t cases, it is just a matter of 
choosing the right bulbs. 

Here is a look at two common 
bulbs (professionals call them 
lamps). 

The familiar pear-shaped bulb 
that has come down from Thomas 
Edison is far and away the most 
popular. 

But though incandescent bulbs 
ha\ e their place in an energy-effi
cient lighting plan, it is only a lim
Ited one. 

Least expensive in terms of ini
tial price. they are often the least 
economical overall. They have the 
hortest lifespan and require the 

most electricity to produce a given 
amount of lisrht. 

Use them~ m closets, hallways 
and other areas where light is 
needed only occasionally and for 
short periods, where a light must 
tum on instantly and where tem
perature extremes or other factors 
prohibit other types of lighting. 

Some incandescent bu lbs are 
more economical than others. 
Low-watt bulbs tend to last 
longer, but high-watt bulbs gener
al!) produce Hght more efficiently. 

For example, the most common 
l)pe of 100-watt bulb produces as 
much light as two 60-watt bulbs, 
which consume 20 per cent more 
electricitv. 

The 100-watt bulb lasts only 
three-quarters as long as the 60-wdtt 
bulbs: 750 hours as against 1.000 
hours. on average. But since one 
bulb co ts les!> than two, a single 
100-wan bulb is a better buy, assum
ing you need that amount of light 

L. ng-life or miser lamps usually 
give off less light than ordinary 
bulbs. The secret is a heftier filament, 
the wire coil inside that becomes 
white-hot and gives off the light 

In an ordinary incandescent 
bulb, the tungsten filament gradu
ally evaporates; a longer or thicker 
filament lasts longer but needs 

more energy to heat, reducing the 
amou nt of light it can produce 
from 11 given amount of electricity. 

The lower wattage of miser lamps 
simply means lower light output, 
though with greater efficiency. 

For example, a 55-watt miser 
bulb gives off more light than a 60-
wan bulb would if it consumed only 
55 watts, but not as much as the 60-
watt bulb gives off at full power. 

Tungsten-halogen lamps: 
Although they too have a filament, 
these bulbs use halogen gas inside a 
quartz-glass capsule. (They are some
times called quartz-halogen lamps.) 

The gas causes the evaporating 
tungsten to be redeposited on the 
filament, prolonging its life and 
allowing higher temperatures. 

Halogen bulbs can cost three 
times as much as ordinary bulbs, 
but last at least three times longer 
and produce light more efficiently 
than even miser lamps. 

They generate about 10 per cent 
more light per watt than ordinary 
incandescent bulbs, and at the end 
of their lives are only about 10 per 
cent dimmer than when new; ordi
nary bulbs typically grow 25 per 
cent dimmer with age. And their 
light can be focused more precise
ly than that of incandescent bulbs. 

Halogen bulbs save money in 
another way. Their light is whiter 
than that of an ordinary bulb, so 
less light is needed to provide ade
quate lighting. 

Halogen lighting is best u ed 
where its brightness and focu are 
most needed. A stralegically placed 
floor or desk lamp with a 20-watt 
halogen bulb will provide more 
effective light for reading, sewing 
or typing than hundreds of watts of 
unfocused incandescent back
ground light, and at a fraction of the 
electrical consumption and cost. 

Although many varieties of 
halogen lamps are made for track 
lighting (to take advantag e of 
halogen lig ht 's controllable beam 
and superior colour rendition), a 
halogen b ulb that resembles an 
ordinary incandescent bulb can be 

Now is a good time for 
servicing air conditioners 

Now is a good time to service air-conditioning equipment. Room air
conditioners seldom need more than minor maintenance to make sure the 
filter is clean and the drain tube, if there is one, is unblocked. In the cool
er seasons, cleaning the fllter monthly helps keep the appliance at maxi
mum efficiency. 

With central air conditioners, the outdoor unit should be cleaned 
before starting by spraying it with a garden hose and examining it for 
obstructions like leaves. Avoid hard spraying, which can bend the con
denser fins. If the unit is greasy or extremely dirty, have a professional 
clean it. On some models, the motors should be lubricated and the ftlter 
cleaned or changed. • -------, 
I 9ArC/At 0~ I 
I ~ I 
I OFF I 
I DRAPERY CLEANING I 

(cleaned and pressed) I Don't have any drapes?... I 
••• Save 20°/o on blankets & comforters I IN EFFECT SEPTEMBER 20-0CTOBER 31/95 I 

SALl ~l'l{lNl.j 
Linen & Dry Cleaners Ltd. 

116 Hereford Ave., Ganges, 537-2241 / or drop off at Sargeant's Mercantile at Fulford Marina - ----- -

installed in many ordinary fix
tures, providing brighter (though 
not necessarily more) light while 
consuming less electricity. 

Halogen bulbs can also be oper
ated with conventional dimmers, 
but unless the lamps are operated at 
full brightness for at least an hour 
at a time about once a week, the fil
ament will not be renewed and the 
bulb's life will be shortened. 

Like ordinary bulbs, halogen 
lamps can bum out prematurely if 
household voltage is too high. 

If your incandescent bulbs often 
bum out, have the electricity sup
plier check the household voltage. 

You may be able to reduce prema
ture losses of bulbs by switching to 
bulbs designed for 130-volt current, 
available through lighting suppliers. 

Kitchen 
STUFF 

Sha.-""*' 's GRACE PT SQ. 
""" 537-4014 

WATER DISTILLERS 
Made in Western Canada 

Call .A-111 
Rhonda 

( 604) 653-4580 

D i a n e 
H a rris 
Des ign 

dip. arch. tech. 

• new construction 

• renovations 

• alterations 

170 thomas road 
salt spring island 

b.c. V8K 1R2 

phone & facs mile 

537-4677 

We'U expertly clean your Oriental rug. 
Call us Ul on your carpc:: 

8. REYNOLDS The Cleaning Specialists 
537-4274 or 653-4201 

into a 
guest r m with a 

)ed System. 
designed and 

._,.~Lu:1~u as a wall unit 
many f i n i sh 

torage op tions, 
phy Bed s t i lt 

~._.O!I!IM,.__,...;,C,Q;rt essly into place . 

· OF CANAJ)A· 

ana1man A"Venue 
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SAVING WATER: Lil Savage demonstrates the 
aerator installed on a faucet through the BC 
21 Power Smart program. The Savages' Salt 

Spring home is one of many that have 
enrolled for energy savings. 
Photo by Dt<rck Lundy 

Homeowners take 
advantage of savings 

Installation of a few gadgets ing showerheads which work in 
around the house can save close to the same way as the aerators. 
57,000 litres of water plus $50 Double-glazed windows, which 
worth of electricity each year. the Savage5' house has, were rec-

And some 16,000 homes in the ommended, along with insulation 
Vancouver Island-Gulf Islands around each door. The workers 
region will receive these gadgets installed insulation, or weather-
free through the BC 21 Power stripping, around the front door. 
Smart program. With a budget of They also recommended the 
$20 million ($15 million from BC Savages obtain special fluorescent 
21 and $5 million provided by light bulbs. According to Power 
various utility companies), the Smart literature, compact fluores-
province-wide program has target- cent bulbs use 75 per cent less ener-
~u ~. , AJ 11 ur uc:c: m!OlaHa- gy than mcande cent bulb , and 
tion of water and energy-saving provide the same amount of light 
devices. "A 15-watt compact fluorescent 

Bill and Lil Savage's Frazier lamp produces the same amount 
Road home is one of _____ of light as a 60-watt 
46 houses on Salt incandescent bulb. In 
Spnng to have so tar A total of 203 addition, the com-
,b· .ined the service. island homes pact fluorescents last 
A total of 203 island 10 times longer than 
homes have enrolled have enrolled in incandescents. They 
in the program, but cost more initially, 
there is room for the program, but the energy sav-
more. but there is ings soon outweigh 

The Savages regis- the higher cost" 
tered for the program room for more. "I was surprised at 
late last June after all the things they 
reading about it in a newspaper. did," Lil Savage said. The Savages 

"The program offered to show built their home only six years ago 
ways of saving water and electrici- and many energy-saving devices 
ty," Lil Savage said. "We're on a - such as double-glazed win-
\\Cll, so we're always interested in dows - were already incorporat-
saving water." ed. 

Two workers from the program They are certain that anyone 
arrived on July 31 to install the enrolling an older home in the 
devices- "one did the work; one Power Smart program would see 
did the talking," Lil Savage said. large savings. 
"They went over all the steps with Bernice Cooper, the field coor-
us." dinator for the program, said reg-

The first installation was a istrations for the free installations 
bright silver, insulating reflective got off to a slow start. Now, how-
blanket on the hot water tank. ever, "they are coming along." 
According to Power Smart statis- The program has been under way 
tics, this blanket can save up to since last February. 
200 kilowatt hours of electricity A chart provided by Cooper 
and about $12 per year. indicates the maximum potential 

The workers also recommended annual savings if all BC 21 Power 

I 

GULF ISLANDS DRJFlWOOD 

SUSPENDED CEILINGS 
Ideal for concealing pipes, ductlng, wires, etc. 

ftELAWNEY CON-rJIACiriNG 
ED ARMSTRONG 537-5229 

Tom 
Volquardsen 
537-5188 

P.O. Box 385 
Ganges, S.S.I. 

V8K2Wl 

Wallpapering 
&i 

Painting 
SPECIAL EFFECTS 

Marbelizing & Graining 

ALL PAINTS ARE 
NOT CREATED 

EQUAL! 

"Quality that makes 
the difference" 

PLANNING 
RENO ORA 

NEW HOME? 
We offer FREE 

computer design service 

THE KITCHEN 
MAGICIAN 
AT CALYPSO 

WALLPAPER 
SALE 

30% 
OFF 

all books until 
Nov. 30, '95 

the Savages install insulating cov- Smart products and measures are 
ers on the hot water pipes leading installed. 
to and from the hot water heater. The electrical savings - based 

Gadgets were placed on both on installation of the hot water 
the Savages' toilets to reduce the tank blanket, six feet of pipe insu-

cERAMIC ~I 
TILE ·~ 

WOOD 
FLOORS AND 

VALUE TO 
YOUR HOME amount of water used during lation, two toilet reducers, two 

flushing. showerheads, three aerators, 
The workers checked on the weatherstripping one door and 

house's level of insulation and draftproofing three areas -
found it adequate. They then amounts to 856 kilowatt hours per 
installed special aerators on a11 the year, or about $51.36. Gas savings 
water faucets. By decreasing the for the same installations would be 
spray, these devices can save up to about $18.73 per year. In addition, 
40 per cent on water consumption the devices could save 56,731 
without noticeably changing the litres of water annually. 
water flow. " It reaJly is incredible savings," 

Because the Savages have a 
hand-held shower. the worker:-. 
were unahle to install energy-sav-

Cooper said. 
To register for the program, call 

1-800-463-9090. 

Attractive and durable 
surfaces for k i tchen, 
baths, countertops, 

hallways, entrance ways 
and .•. ? 

The roof you can 
walk, sit, play, eat 
and relax on and 

under! 
ASK FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 

We have an excellent 
selection of both 

unfinished and prefinished 
hardwoods to choose from 

Professional installation 
and finishing available. 
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Do-it-yourselfers: don't forget 
maintenance of power tools 

(SOP) Most home power tools note the positions of all parts. 
are used just occasionally, and To be sure of reassembling the 
years may elapse before problems items. correctly, set them down in 
develop. But to prevent an electric the order they were removed. You 
drill from quitting when the user is might even consider sketching, 
atop a ladder or a circular saw photographing or videotaping the 
from being halted by a sheet of disassembly. 
plyv•ood, here are a few mainte- Inspecting just the switch and 
nance hints. power cord may be accomplished 

Alv•ays be sure the tool receives on some tools simply by removing 
full power. Use an adequate exten- screws from the handle to separate 
ion cord, with 12-gauge wires. its halves or by removing a cover 

Do not use a cord with smaller 14- from the end or top of the tool. 
gauge wires, even if it is labelled Use a small paintbrush or an old 
heavy-duty. Never use an ordinary toothbrush to clean dust. Next, 
hou ehold extension cord. inspect the individual wires of the 
Inadequate power causes motor cord and those attached to the 
pons to overheat, eventually ruin- switch for looseness, breaks or 
~them. bums. 

Avoid coiling extension cords Renewing faulty connections is 
too tightly when usually sufficient 

oring. That strains --------- - for loose or dam
the coverings. If you have been aged wiring, but 
Avoid wrapping the burned terminals 
cord tightly around using a tool fairly may call for new 
the tool. Instead, often for more switches. A dam-
gather cords loosely aged cord has to be 
m coils about a foot than two years, replaced with a new 
in diameter and fas- one or reconnected 
ten them with inspect the after severing it 
garbage-bag ties or brushes that below the damaged 

t rubber bands. area. 
After each day' s supply power to Before discon-

u e , wipe power the motor. necting a switch or 
tool free of as cord, sketch all 
rnudl dust as possi- wires and their ter-
ble. Dust build-up, especially on minals. If the wires are secured 
av. , sanders and routers, con- with screws or connectors, loosen-

tnoute:. to overheating by prevent- ing the screws or separating the 
1ng cooling air from reaching connectors ·' II free t em 
motor parts and S\\itches. Many To release wire entering pw b-
profe ional u e compressed air in sod.:ets in the sv.itch, try insert-
to blow away dust. If a compres- ing one end of a sturdy paper clip 
or 1 handy, blow air into the into the switch alongside the v.ire 

mtdt>~: ''~' ning v. bile the tool is or into a slor next to t.he ope rung. 
running. Pre s on the paper clip while tug-

If you have been using a tool ging the wire. If that does not 
ta~r., Oi&en for more than two work, tr) prying t.he core of the 
years, in~;pect the brushe:. that sup- sv.ucn, \\hich contairu the w1res, 
ply power to the motor. On most aom ·he shell. As a la<;t re ort, 
tools. the brushes can be reached take the tool to a repair store. 
b) removing two slotted plugs Cleaning a badly clogged tool 
oppc•site each other near one end and performing other maintenance 
of the motor. requires exposing the motor and 

Loosen the plugs by turning sometimes other parts. Proceed 
them counterclockwise with a slowly and carefully. With the 
crewdriver. Release the plugs motor exposed, gently brush away 
lowly, as most brushes are dust and rotate the motor shaft. If 
pring-loaded and can pop out. If it does not tum freely, lubricate 

\\hat appears to be a paper disk is the ends with one or two drops of 
beneath a plug, withdraw it care- lightweight household oil. 
fully with tweezers. A spring- Avoid spilling oil on the slotted 
loaded brush pushes against it copper cylinder, the commutator, 

Brushes on electric motors are or the motor shaft. Also avoid 
small blocks of carbon. Because touching them with your fingers, 
they rub against a rotating part of which transfers oils. But if the 
the motor called the commutator, commutator is blackened from 
they wear down. If a brush has contact with the brushes, clean it 
worn unevenly or is shorter than for better contact. 
its width, replace both brushes. Slide the shaft out of the motor, 

Also replace the brushes if one if possible, and polish the commu-
or both is pitted or a spring is tator gently with 220 or 600-grit 
damaged. Reinstall serviceable 
brushes by putting them back in 
their original positions. 

If a switch has malfunctioned, if 
the cord is damaged or if dust has 
clogged a tool, disassemble and 
repair it. That is not difficult, pro
vided you proceed slowly and 

+ Granite Stone IJI:Ovides more natural 
appearance and contour. 

+ 4 to 5 ton base racks for permanent 
storm protection. 

+ We arro!l{Je for aU government 
approvals and pennib. 

Wool 
Sha-ri'H1 's GRACE PT. SQ. 

IVIJ 537-4014 

+ Crushed rack and filter fabric behind 
prevent wash-out. 

+ No road access required • all work 
done from barges. 

CAu. Us ToDAY FOR A FREE QUOTA1ION! 

Wcsrview Dredging (1m) Lid. 
MARINE ROCK .. 
RETAINING WALLS 

Ph: (604))276-0054 • Fax: (604) 276-0474 
c/o 12631 Vulcan Way Richmond B.C. V6V 1V6 

sandpaper. Brush all particles and 
clean the grooves, as that grit can 
cause a short-circuit. Reassemble 
the motor. 

Clean internal gears on drills 
and regrease them by filling the 
gear case halfway with white 
(lithium) grease or a kind recom
mended by the manufacturer. 
Lightly oil the jaws or chuck. On 
belt sanders and some orbital 
sanders, replace the drive belt if it 
is worn, remove the fan cover and 
clean the fan. 

On saws, be sure all fasteners 
are tight and blade guards work 
smoothly. Clean saws thoroughly 
and service the drive gear as for 
drills. To prevent overheating, use 
a sharp saw blade. 

• Ready Mixed Concrete • Bagged Cement 
• Reinforcing Steel • Scaffold Rental 
• Concrete Products • Washed Gravel 
• Drain Rock • Parking Curbs 

GULF COAST MATERIALS 
537-2611 Fax 537-2181 

FRASER'S Thimble 175 Arbutus Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. 
fann VSK 1A3 (604) 537-5788 OPEN DAILY 1Dam-4:30pm 

ABLE TO STAY 
OUT OF HOT WATEL 

Once you've experienced the relaxing and rejuvenating 
Ultra Hydro-Thermo Massage Tub! 

This is not a jacuzzi or a hot tub. The tub has 34 to 70 massaging 
air jets that provide a mini workout for the skin and an acupres
sure treatment for the entire body. You can control the intensity of 
the jets and the temperature of the water. The entire system is com
pletely hygienic, therefore, no chemicals, such as chlorine need to 
be added. All the used bath water simply goes down the drain 
after each use. The tub is also designed to work in combination 
with herb and aroma oil therapy without hurting or clogging the 
tub's mechanisms. 

The Ultra Hydro-Thermo Massage Tubs 
start at $1,270 for 34 air jets ranging to $2,690 

with 70 jets and are available in a variety of decorative colours. 

Call 
Salty Springs Spa 

Authorized Ultra Bath Dealer 
for the best massage a bath can give! 

537·4111 
1460 N. Beach Road 

Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 1 J4 
bans 

••If.-~ ... ... ~ 



B 10 • Wednesday, September 20, 1995 

KNOCKDOWN 

PREHUNG 
MAHOGANY 
INTERIOR DOORS 

#1 QUALITY! 
MACHINED FOR 
HINGES & LOCK 

CIW Hinges & Jamb 
Some assembly required. 

2 PANEL 
9 LITE DOOR 
EXTERNAL GRID 
Let's in more natural light! 
Attractive styling! 

2'8" x 6'8" x 1 3/4" or 3'0" 

#2 GRADE 

WOODEN 
SCREEN 
DOORS 

Each 

Hurry, while quantities last... 
'cause when they're gone, 
they're gone! 

Includes Hardware 

GAINSBOROUGH 
DECORATIVE 

R HARDWARE 
fine quality door furniture 

Elegant porcelain door knobs, wardrobe 
knobs and cupboard knobs are accent
ed with backplates in gold tone 'The 
Gainsborough porcelain is specially 
designed and formulated for strength 
and durability, and is virtually "wear
proof'. Come in and see for yourself! 

~ 

This attractive incin
erator kit last a life
time. Comes com-

plete with all materi
als, including steel 

bar grate, burn 
screen and instruc

tions for easy 
assembly! 

INCINERATOR 
KIT 
Convenient ash pit open
ing for easy cleaning 

8 
Each 

GUlF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

No llore 
Awkward 

Mitre Cuts! 
Achieve a 
whole new 
look with 

corner 
mouldings. 

CORNER 

MOULDINGS 
If you thought there is no alternative to standard cor
ners for your baseboards and casings, we've got 
good news for you. And if you think you have to make 
difficult mitre cuts, we've got GREAT news for you! 
Now you can soften the look in your home with Soft 
Comers. These mouldings and accessories are avail
able in many profile styles and wood species. 

RANGER MEDIUM DENSITY FIBREBOARD 

ARCHITECTURAL MOULDINGS 
Featured below are only 3 of the many profiles available! 
Finishing is easier than ordinary wood and the results are far 

better. These mouldings won't warp, cup, twist , split-out or 
shrink. There are no knots to seal or cracks to tiD. 1fiEM{X}Il 

MDF#325 
Crowns delineate the 
transition from wall to 
ceiling. 

Un. Ft. 

Casings provide the deco
rative and protective trim 
around windows and 

doors. Un. Ft. 

MDF#356 
2 1/4" 

\\. •"' ,,j 
Baseboards define the 
junction of floor and wall. 

MDF#623 
3 1/4" 
Un. Ft. 

TOP LINE LATEX ~ 

INTERIOR PAINT GE~~ 
Top quality ... hundreds of pastel shades 
to choose from! Pastel Colours 

SEMI-GLOSS 
& EGG SHELL 
*5~10&,~10 

BREEZE 
FLAT LATEX 

C.G.C. DRYWALL FILLER "PAINTER'S POLY" 
CLEAR POLY 
DROP SHEET 

Available in 2 sizes ... 
Now only ... 

1/2" X 4' X 8' 
DRYWALL 
CASH & CARRY ONLY 

Hurry. while stocks last/ 

I 
Protect your car
pet and furnish
Ings. 
500 sq. ft. Roll 
UGHTWEIGHT 

2 & 3 STEP WOODEN 

LADDER 
For f!NerY home or oflicel Sturdy 
construction. 

2STEP 

3STEP 
1 
218 

8 
Each 
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INSULATION 
Contains 40" 
Recycled Bottle Gla .. 

R-20 X 15" 
Covers 48.95 
sq. It 

8 
Each 

Hiking Boots or a Den 
Sh. F EE 

BATHROOM/ 
KITCHEN 
TILE 
PANELS 
An easy to do yourself 
improvement project. A 
beautiful panel alternative 
to ceramic tile! 

"Hurry in for 
best selection! 

"SOME ITEMS 
MAYBE CASH 
AND CARRY' 

PINE PACKAGE N1 
PANELLING 
Select Tight Knot 
7/16" X 6" Pickwik 
14.675 bundle 

---.-FREE Denim 
Shirt with 
$120 purchase 
eFREE 
Wolverine 
Hiking Boats 
with $240 pur
BEU~e Fall 
Comfort display for complete details. Each vHASEI 

DOOR 

SWEEPS 
Keep the draft out! 
Installs at the bot
tom of the door to 
stop drafts 

Home 
Improvement 
Priced at... 

Home 
lmpt01181T1efll 

Priced at-

ZINC 
STRIPS 
50' ROLL 

Simply fasten to the peak of 1488 your roof. Continuous leeching 
action of zinc with rain water is 
effective in controlling moss. Roll 

ALL WEATHER 
0 F PATCH 

"RUBBERWOOD" 
PREFINISHED LAMINATED 
HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 
SPECIAl PURCI-iASE! 

Sq. ft. 

SILVERBALLI HARDWOOD 
"Hard" Sllverballi Is used for general ., ., 
carpentry, boat bulldlng(planklng), both 1 X 12 
interior and exterior house building, fur-
niture and cabinet work. If you've never 
seen it ... come check It out1 s HASE! 

PRE-FINISHED WHITE SHELVING 
We stock aA the hardware & brackets to make shefving a snapl 

Texture Fresh is not a roll
on texture, but a specially 
formulated paint. A quality 
product that comes to your 
from the same people who 
manufacture ceiling tex
tures for builders and con
tractors. 

12" X 96" 

At last. •. A product 
that makes stained 
and discoloured tex
tured ceilings and 
ceiling tiles bright as 
new ••• 

TEXTURE 
FRESH 

stores in com
munities across 

West em 

VARATHANE 
ELITE 
DIAMOND 
FINISH 
Low odour, fast drying, water 
clean-up. Never yellows. 50% 
harder than conventional interior 
clear wood finishes. 

8 
3.78 L 

• serv1ce ••• 
WINDSOR STYLE! 
INFORMATIONAL PAMPHLETS 
& PRODUCT GUIDE 
We produce our own literature. We have pamphlets 
covering many different types of projects, and of 
course they are complimentary! 

NEED DELIVERY??? 
Drive a small care? No Problem ... for a slight addi
tional charge, we deliver just askl 

EXPERT ADVICE 
Our people are experts, so if you're having a prob
lem with your project or just need a little advice, ask 
us. 

DOOR SHOP SERVICES 
Complete door services, including prehanging, 
drilling and mortising for hinges and knobs, and 
installing glass lites are available. 

HOURS: 
MONDAY- FRIDAY 
7:00am - 5:30pm 

SATURDAY 
8:00am - 5:30pm 

CLOSED SUNDAYS 

166 RAINBOW ROAD 
SALT SPRING •5 -5564 

, o, A r, t f, n 1 r 

(j I 0 : \ 
' 
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Clean home or workplace important for health 
A Salt Spring Island cleaning 

professional says the amount of 
time people spend indoors war
rants special attention to the clean
liness of their homes. 

Dave Thatcher of Gulf Island5 
Carpet, Upholstery and Drapery 
Care says the average North 
American spends 90 per cent of 
his time indoors. Sixty per cent of 
that total occurs in the home, five 
per cent in transit, and 30 per cent 
at the workplace. 

''As a cleaning professional for 
the past 20 years," Thatcher says, 
"I've watched with interest as con
cern for the indoor environment 
has grown." 

Thatcher notes tllat although 
islanders breathe fairly clean air, 
we now reside in an environment 
where our air. soil and food con
tain a "daunting array of toxins, 
carcinogens and particulate mat
ter, making health more challeng
ing to maintain." 

Thatcher ha<; several recommen
dations as "we enter the cooler 
seasons of the year , to make 
indoor time more healthy and 
comfortable." 

• Clean the furnace and its 
intake manifold. Dust, dust mites, 
hair, fleas, antigens and micro
scopic particulate matter get 
trapped in these filters. If not 
cleaned, Thatcher says, they pre
sent a perfect breeding ground for 
disease. 

" You may want to vacuum or 
change your furnace filter once or 
twice through the winter season as 
well," he add!. 

WE BUILD 
*Sun Decks 
* Sun Rooms 
*Carports 
*Garages 
* Renovations 
*Painting & 

Decorating 

Have us build you 
a sun room for 
your house. We 
draw plans to 

your instructions, 
supply labour and 

materials and 
guarantee 

satisfaction. 

UNICORN CONSTRUCTION 
Call 537-2732 

• Clean the kitchen exhaust fil
ter and fan . This is often a recircu
lating rather than exhausting sys
tem , Thatcher notes. Greases, 
cooking fats and residues contain 
carcinogens. Cleaning this system 
helps it function properly. 

• Clean the bathroom exhaust 
fan: a dusty, damp environment 
p ro motes grow th o f mould, 
mildew and mites. 

We reside in an 
environment which 
contains a daunting 

array of toxins. 

• Clean the carpeting. By far the 
lar_gest air filter in most homes is 
carpeting, Thatcher says. Food 
particles, hair, fur, mites all live in 
carpe ting and the "best way to 
remove them is with a powerful, 
truck-mounted carpet c leaning 
p lant." 

''A clean carpet not only looks 
good and is much healthier, it lasts 
longer too." 

Thatcher says it IS important 
that carpet cleaning products do 
not leave a sticky residue. 

Drying a carpet should never 

take longer than 24 hours and 
often it will be dry in one quarter 
of that time. If drying takes longer, 
it means the carpet backing got 
wet during cleaning. This could 
result in the formation of mould, 
mildew and bacteria. 

• Buy a good entry mat and 
keep it clean. Some 85 per cent of 
carpeting soiling comes from dirt 
tracked through the front door. 

• Keep window coverings and 
upholstery clean. These are the 
next two largest air filters in the 
home. Vacuuming and dusting 
will remove most of the dust from 
window coverings, but Thatcher 
recommends professional cleaning 
twice a year, especially for those 
who heat with wood or oil. 

• Clean mattresses. 
"I have regularly cleaned and 

sanitized mattresses in hospitals, 
care homes, motels, hotels and 
many homes," Thatcher says. 
"Mites feed on sloughed off skin 
cells - and we spend about one
third of our lives in our beds. A 
little imagination quickly reveals 
the wisdom of cleaning your mat
tress occasionally." 

• Regularly change the vacuum 
cleaner bag and filter. Many peo
ple who suffer from asthma have 
installed a home \"3cuum system 
which exhatL'-ts the vacuumed air 

outdoors. 
• Never bleach with ammonia. 

Many die each year from chlorine 
gas poisoning. 

• Another important area, 
Thatcher says, is that of disposal. 

"Many tend to have an 'out-of
sight, out-of-mind ' attitude to 
waste," Thatcher says. " Paint, 
thinners, pesticides, oil - flush it 
down the toilet , pour it in a 
drainage ditch or down a storm 
sewer, and we don ' t see it any-

Ill Wa l lpaper c:l 
~ 0 (11 Sharons ., 

"0 0. 
~ 
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0 GRACE PT. SQ. ., 
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more. Obviously the story doesn' t 
end there." 

Thatcher notes that many peo
ple on Salt Spring have septic sys
tems, a "delicately balanced, bio
logically active waste digesting 
system which can be destroyed if 
such toxic waste is added." 

Thatcher recommends adding 
new bacteria to septic systems at 
least annually and have them pro
fes sionally pumped out when 
needed. 

POLYETHYLENE QUALITY GUARANTEED 

WATER/CHEMICAL TANKS 

VER'nCAL TANKS 
(Above GI'OIIld) 

0 
BOX TANKS 

TAPER TANKS D (OpenTop) 

CONE BOTTOMS 

SUPERTANKSTM 

SATURNA 

Modd110. 

YW110 
YW250 
VW400 
YW480 
YW520 
YWSOO 
YW960 
YW1200 
YW 1280 
YW 1950 

Modd110. 

Box200 

Mod<'IIW. 

11200 
11400 
11500 
1T 1400 

Moddno. 

CB600 
CB920 
CB 1080 

Model no. 

STC 1250 

Mod~IIW. 

CIS725 
CIS 880 

Imp galwn DllfiLruiOIIS 

110 30"Dia X 53"H 
250 47"DHI X 47"H 
400 47"Dia X 71"H 
480 71 "Dia X 44"H 
520 47"Din X 90"H 
800 71"Dia X 67"H 
960 7l"Din X 79"H 

1200 9l"Dia X 63"H 
1280 71"Din X 103"H 
1950 91"Dia X 92"H 

lmp.galwn Diln<'ruions 

200 2S"H X 49.5"L X 45"W 

200 45"Dia x 50"H 
400 58"Dia X 54"H 
500 64"Dia X 55"H 

1400 93"Din X 88"H 

lmp.gallon Dim~ruioru 

600 71"Dia x 74"H 
900 71"Dia X 92"H 

1080 71"Dia x 104"H 

/mp.galwn Dimeruions 

1250 63"H X 100"L X 83"W 

lmp.galwn Dlm<'ruions 

725 75"Dia X 78"H 

880 75"Dia x 86"H 

SEPTIC TANKS 

SUPERTANKSllll 

SATURNA TANKS 

PUMPOUT TANKS 

~ 

Mod~IIW. 

STS 1100 
STS IIOOS 

Model no. 

SEP640 
SEP780 

Mod<'IIW. 

P/Out250 

DISTRIBUTION BOXES Modet no. 

D/Box 843 

We can aolve 
all your water 
atorage 
problema ... 
call ua today! 

lmp.gallon DitMnsiDfiS 

1100 63"H x 100"Lx 83"W 
llOO 63"H X IOO"L X 83"W 

lmp.galwn Dimensioru 

640 75"Dia x 78"H 
780 75"Dia X 86"H 

lmp.galwn DitMIISIOIU 

250 40"0ia X 74"L X 48"H 

lmp.gallon Dim~ruions 

6 16"H x 30"Lx 18.5"W 

IsLES WEST WATER SERVICES 
Bob Ellison "We're your water experts" 653-4513 
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Environment: Contaminated Extremely High 
Outside Cold Weather Humidity LOURIM 

&CO Day Care Center 

Nursing Homes 

Residence: 
(2 persons. non-smoking) 

(2 persons, with smoking) 

(young children) 

(young children w/pets) 

Office Building: 
(ground noor) 

(higher floors) 

Food Service 
Establishments 

Commercial: 
(retail shops, banks) 

Normal 

2wks 

1 mo 

6-12 mos 

4 mos 

6 mos 

3-6 mos 

3-6 mos 

6-12 mos 

1 mo 

3-6 mas 

(From US. EPA Letter. January. 1989) 

Dusty 

1 wk 

1 mo 

2 mos 

2 mos 

1 mo 

1 mo 

1-4 mos 

2-6 mos 

1 wk 

1 mo 

Carpets need cleaning 
more than you think 

Carpet stains are better left alone than scrubbed, spread or treated with 
the wrong home solution. says longtime Salt Spring carpet cleaner Bernie 
Reynolds. 

" I've seen blood stains that probably started at four or five inches end 
up two feet wide," Reynolds says. 

The trick with stains is to contain them and then to treat them with the 
correct solution. 

Keep the stain as small as possible, Reynolds says: "try to bring it into 
the centre and absorb it up with a paper towel or something." 

Treating a stain with the wrong solution can be equally damaging. For 
example, blood on the carpet should not be scrubbed with hot soapy water. 
This will only set the stain. Rey ooids recommends cold water and ammonia. 

"Try to keep it (the stain) as damp as possible," he add!>, "When it 
dries it might be too late." And then call in a professional. 

Reynolds says carpet cleaning technology is improving all the time and 
carpet cleaning professionals can remove most stains. He notes that urine 
and coffee stains are the most challenging to remove. 

And how often should homeowners clean their carpets? 
Probably more often than they do, Reynolds says. "People don't go out 

and buy lino for their kitchen floors and then only wash it once a year!" 
With the price of carpet cleaning on the decrease, he adds, people can 

now afford to have their carpets cleaned more often. 

-Quality insulation keeps the 
cold outside - where it belongs! 

• BLOWN INSULATION 
• FIBERGLASS BATTS 

uwe re-fit old homes with insulationn 

Climates 

2wks 

1 mo 

4-6 mos 

3mos 

3mos 

2mos 

2-6 mos 

3-9 mos 

2 wks 

2 mas 

Biogenic 

1 wk 

1 wk 

4-6 mos 

4 mos 

3mos 

2mos 

2-6 mos 

3-9 mos 

2wks 

2 mos 

RENOVATIONS 
MICHAEL LOURIM 

537-9960 

BEAT THE WINTER RUSH 

% 
OFF 

Annual Furnace Conditioning 
If booked before October 15, 1995 

John or Chris Cottrell 

J & A OIL BURNER SERVICE 537·9314 

ON•THlE•SPOT 
CARPJET•SlER ICE 

When accidents happen, call on us! 
Steam Cleaning • Stain Protection • Deoderizing 

Fr~ estimates cheerfully given. Call us in on your carpet! 

B. REYNOLDS The Cleaning Specialists 
537-4274 or 653-4201 

""E GUAR 4 NTEE IT! 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

SIDING • DECKING • TIMBERS & POSTS 
CLEARS • FENCING • SHORTS 

CUSTOM MILLING (odd sizes not a problem) 

OPEN MON. -FRI 8:00-4:30 

DELUXE CONTRAcnNG SAWMILL 
Jones Road off Fulford Ganges Rd. (Look for the sign) in the Fulford Valley 

MILL 653·2345 RES./FAX 653·4110 / 537·911~ 

... 
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Light, colour and a variety of 
forms reflect the timeless art of 
architectural glass, says Salt 
Spring glass artist Jerry Ringrose. 

While new technology permits 
new freedoms in many areas of 
his art, he says, modern concerns 
such as safety codes, structural 
requirements and energy efficien
cy add to its everyday challenges. 

But with a renewed interest in 
the art form over the past two 
decades, Ringrose believes, "it's 
an appropriate time for more 
architects and designers to join 
with glass artists in exploring the 
use of space: light and colour -
the elements that make their 
mutual work live and breathe." 

A glass artist for over 20 years, 
Ringrose has amassed a portfolio 
of work that employs a variety of 
techniques used in many different 
forms. His work ranges from 

small glass sculptures to walls of 
glass. He displays a passion for 
glass and an eagerness to discuss 
projects, regardless of their com
plexity. 

"Through this work," he says, 
"beauty may have function and 
function may have beauty; or the 
function might simply be beauty 
because these objects give a lus
tre and human-scale resonance to 
our environment." 

While stained glass was once 
primarily an ecclesiastical medi
um, Ringrose says, there has 
recently been a "virtual explosion 
of interest" in exploring its secu
lar uses. 

"Not content with merely new 
uses for an ancient art form, 
many glass artists are simultane
ously charting virgin territory in 
technique." 

Some artists are now working 

Embarrassinent of riches 
in products for home 

(SOP) The watchwords for 
1996 are elegance, simplicity, 
romance, international flare, tra
dition - all trends that have 
been on the drawing board for 
some time now, and that applies 
to interior design and fashion 
alike. 

Take wood for example. This 
season's wood furniture, often 
in light pale tones, lets ' the 
beauty of the natural grain 
shine through a silky finish. 
Many pieces feature delicate, 
refined details - elegantly 
Hmmed handles with the 
designer look in matching 
wood, wrought iron or alu
minum, for instance. 
Decorative touches abound. 
Silhouettes a.re a delightful 
blend of city and country. New 
styles borrow from the past 
without wallowing in nostalgia. 

When it comes to contempo
rary, angles are softer, and the 
look is more austere. Curves are 
everywhere, and chair and table 
legs are asymmetrical - a dar
ing touch that really makes a 
statement. 

In upholstered furniture, 
relaxed elegance is the name of 
the game. Profiles are lower, 
arms ampler, with cushier dou
ble cushions for added comfort, 
and subtle plays and interplays 
to highlight the lines of the 
piece. 

Manufacturers from this sec
lor of the furniture trade are 
making a foray into the recliner 

market, showing selected mod
els with discreet built-in reclin
er mechanisms. 

Wrought iron, which has been 
making a slow but steady incur
sion into the marketplace, is 
now a full-fledged trend. 

Several collections feature 
baker's shelves in wrought iron. 
Raffia is new this year, and so 
is aluminum, both playing sup
porting roles as decorative 
accents, handles, and so on. 

In the world o( lighting, halo
gen has nearly disappeared and 
incandescent seems to be what's 
turning everyone on. 

Shapes and materials are right 
in step with trends in home fur
nishings - lots of pale woods, 
wrought iron and painted, tex
tured or unfinished metal. 

Chandeliers, lampshades cov
ered in fabric, wallpaper or nat
ural colours and sensuous asym
metrical lines are the big trends 
in lighting. 

The home theatre and home 
office are becoming an integral 
part of everyday life for more 
and more people. Manufacturers 
are giving free rein to their 
imaginations when it comes to 
designs for business and plea
sure, with attention to aesthetics 
plus practicality on both fronts. 

Consumers face an embar
rassment of riches to choose 
from this year, with new prod
ucts to meet every need and 
provide all the comforts of 
home. 

ACCENT ELECTRIC 
Andre 537-2156 

370 Stark Rd., Ganges B.C. VSK 1M4 

in etched and sandblasted glass, 
others assemble intricate, mosaic
like designs in brilliant colours, 
and some are working on "textur
al and perceptual contrasts" in a 
wide range of glass panels. 

Glass artists create windows 
and lamps, glass walls, glass fur
niture, free-standing glass panels 
and screens, glass tiles, glass 
columns, window and door lights, 
shower enclosures, indoor and 
outdoor lighting. 

"It's almost as difficult to 
define the qualities and character
istics of contemporary architec
tural glass," Ringrose says, "as it 
is to explain the nature of con
temporary painting." 

But the work of glass artists, he 
adds, "reflects the shifting, time
less qualities of light to give 
depth and resonance to their 
work." 

QUilts 
~- ~-wol'tn 's GRACE PT. SQ. ona,v 537-4014 

Watch the Driftwood for our 

1995 Fall/Winter Issue of the 
Gulf lslander ... COMING SOON! 

Allen 
Jury 
Designer 

GULF ISLANDS DRIFTWOOD 

MURAKAMI 
AUTO BODY 

• ICBC Repairs 

• ICBC Windshield 
replacement 

• Quality Repairs 

191 Rainbow Road, Ganges 

537-2239 

-~~(~;;;' 

IMPROVE YOURSELF! Twice a year with Driftwood Publishing. 

HALLMAN 
LANDSCAPE 
ASSOCIATES 
Landscape and Garden Design, 

Construction, Planning & Irrigation 

COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 

111 Rainbow Road, Salt Spring Island V8K 2V5 

(604) 537-9316 Fax (604) 537-9343 

A well thought out and 
well executed design is 
by definition efficient 
and economical. 
A well managed project 
will be completed on 
time and for the 
expected cost. 

30 years experience in all aspects of planning, 
design and construction of unique residential. 
commercial and institutional projects: architec
ture, interiors, furniture, project management, 
scheduling, cost control ... 
537-9631 

SAFE 
DRINKING WATER 

Delivered right to your door 
3 or 5 gallon bottles delivered every 

Tuesday or Thursday 

Coolers, countertop crocks, crock 
stands & bottle pumps 

SALES & RENTALS 

Water purified by o~one .r. 
reverse osmos1s · · · · 
-no start up fee . . · , 

-no contracts to sign · · 

Also available at CVM, Fernwood 
Seaside Market, Vesuvius Store 

CALL TODAY 

537-9826 
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As there seems to be no safe level for lead, 
getting it out of the home is advisable 

Federal laws have virtually elim
inated lead from paint and gasoline, 
but many homes are still loaded 
with it. Once inhaled or ingested, 
lead circulates in the bloodstream, 
accumulating in bone. Scientists 
are discovering there is no such 
thing as a safe lead level. 

Lead can cause high blood pres
sure, anemia stomach disorders, 
brain damage and more. In large 
doses or over a prolonged period, 
it can even be fatal. Children are 
particularly vulnerable. Because 
of metabolic differences, they 
absorb lead faster than adults do. 
Low-level exposures can cause 
learning disabilities, behaviour 
problems and stunted growth. 

So it is recommended that you 
clean up hidden lead in your home. 

Paint 
Until I976, paints contained as 

much as 40 per cent lead by 
weight. If your home was painted 
before then, chances are it's 
loaded with lead. Intact paint 
poses no immediate danger, but 
crumbling paint may be eaten by 
children. Depending on the paint's 
lead content, as little as half a tea
spoon of paint chips can make a 
youngster seriously ill. 

The safest solution is to have the 

paint removed by professionals. If 
you must do the job yourself, keep 
the dust under control (sanding 
creates a toxic powder). Seal the 
room. Mop up with damp rags 
(vacuuming can recirculate fine 
lead particles). Don't use a heat 
gun, which would release a lead 
vapour. All children and pregnant 
women should stay out until 
removal and cleanup are finished. 

Soil 
Your yard may have elevated lev

els of lead, particularly if decades of 
paint have flaked off your home's 
exterior. Leaded exhaust from cars 
and nearby factories may also have 
accumulated over time. 

Protect your kids by providing a 
play area with clean sand. Make 
sure they wash their hands before 
eating. Better yet, excavate and 
replace contaminated soil with new 
topsoil, or grow a ground cover. 

Water 
Some old homes have lead pipes; 

others have copper pipes joined by 
lead solder. Supply lines may have 
lead pipes or solders. If your taps 
have been off for more than six 
hours, lead may have leached into 
the water inside them. Before draw
ing '-'<Clter for drinking or cooking, 

run the cold water until it is at its 
coldest (to avoid waste, save this 
water for plants or for washing). 

Always use cold water for cook
ing. Any lead in your pipes will 
dissolve more easily in hot water. 

Food 
While lead solder is no longer 

used in most tin cans made in 
North America, it can still turn up 
in some imported foods. To 
reduce the possibility of lead 
leaching into your food, remove 
food from cans as soon as you 
open them. 

Dish ware 
Some china, porcelain and 

earthenware dishes contain lead 
in their glazes. When glazes are 
properly formulated and the 
dishware is fired at high temper
atures in commercial kilns, it 
should be safe. 

Countries such as Canada, the 

TOwels 
Sha-r"'n 's GRACE PT. SQ. 

'" 537-4014 

United States, Britain and Japan 
have strict manufacturing codes. 
Others do not. Be especially careful 
of handmade pottery from China, 
Korea, Mexico, Spain and Italy. 

Lead crystal is safe for occa
sional use, but don't store bever
ages in a crystal decanter. 

A laboratory test can tell you 
how much lead is in your water. 
For more information, contact the 
provincial environment depart
ment or Enquiry Centre, 
Environment Canada, 35I Blvd. 
St-Joseph, 1st Fir., Hull, Que. 
KIA OH3; 8I9-997-2800. Or: 
Environmental Health Directorate, 
Health Protection Branch, Health 
and Welfare Canada, Ottawa KIA 
OL2; 6I3-954-0291. 

•Interior 
Architecture • 

Designer: J . Nesbitt BA. MA, DIP. of LD. 

537-0717 

NEED A CHANGE OF CQWUR? 
CALL 

Chameleon 
We have what it takes 
to brighten'your life! 

CALL ,FO~ FREf; ESTIMATES 

Debra 537-5899 Jen 537-2979 

Here is advice to consider 
for a room full of books 

ISLAND MARINE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
We supply & install Here is so me. .1u \ ;ce for the 

room ded1cated to the collection of 
books. 

1. Whether the space is grand or 
cozy, the feeling you are after is 
one of being enveloped by books. 

'l Cu. tom-built or ready-made 
bou ~c.. es? t.Jp to you or ) our 
designer, but the) hould echo the 
architectural elements of the room. 
Chair rails or molded cornices 
continued onto unadorned shelves 
will give the room unity. 

3. Speaking of shelves, too 
many is the better part of valour; 
your collection of books will 
immediately expand to fill them. 

4. Tranquillity is the object, and 
only you know whether that 
means matte-white walls and ceil
ings or crimson lacquer, forest
green, or brown the shade of a 
great Havana cigar. 

5. If you want to make your 
library multi -use, a dining room 

Up to 25°/o off all drapery fabrics 

Up to 50°/o off all blends 

Specialists In: 
Drapes & Slipcovers 

We also carry all styles of blinds, 
wallpaper & upholstery. 

In-home service consultation 

Over 31 years 10 business 

382·6323 
2030 Douglas St., Victoria 

seems its natural soulmate. 
6. Whether you have room for 

multitudes of furniture or just one 
piece, don't neglea something to 
put your feet up on. 

7. Even if chandeliers ilrip from 
the ceiling. you still neetl a lamp 
l , !'-.hiiK! hght onto tlx! fl'lgc 

. It )'our collectmn 1!'-. not va.'t 
enough to cataloglk!, org<UJize it the 
way your mind wmks. If L'lwrence 
Durrell's Alexandria Quartet 
makes you reach for a guidebook 
to Egypt. they belong together. 

9. Remember: Foolish consis
tency is the hobgoblin of interior 
design - a touch of eclecticism 
and a spark of humour can mark 
the difference between a model 
room and one to live in. 

IO. Don't obsess over the fact 
that after hours of ruthless pruning 
you can't give away more than five 
books. There are people who can; 
but who would want to know them? 

• ALUIVIINUNI RANIPS • 

• NIOORING BUOYS • 
• DIVING SERVICE • 
• FLOATS / DOCKS • 

• PILE DRIVING • 

Office Phone 604-537-9710 Fax 604-537-1725 
"Serving the Gulf Islands from the Gulf Islands" 

DAVE RAYMENT & ROSS WALKER 
Locally owned & operated 

,-----Steam Way-----, 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning The Healthy 

\ I 

~~~ _....._, 
Just Got Better ... 
At Gulf Islands Carpet & Upholstery Care 
we share your concern for the outdoor 
environment of Salt Spring Island and 

And We've 
Got It! 

the indoor health of you and your family.~ '(l~tr 

For a FREE, no obligation estimate 
Call: Gulf Islands Carpet & 
Upholstery Care, Dave Thatcher 
A Salt Spring Island Business ~ ,..r .. 

Hemecare Pre rem™ 537-4944 ~ '-IJ 
(\.~~~ ~ 

----------------------------------,. --------CARPET : UPHOLSTERY : VEHICLE 1 Complimentary 
CLEANING 1 CLEANING 1 CLEANING 1 copy of my book 

20% Discount ! 20% Discount ! 20% Discount ! EARTHRISE 

-
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Considering amount of time spent in bed, 
extra care should be taken in buying one 

SAVE THOUSANDS!! 

(SOP) In a lifetime, you log 
more than 220,000 hours in bed, 
so a good mattress and foundation 
can make the difference between a 
bounce in your stt!p or an ache in 
your back. lt's tough to get a good 
night's sleep on a bad mattress. 

Atler eight to 10 years of night
~~ use, even the best bed should be 
considered for retirement. 

Is your mattress uneven? Does 
1t sag or sway? Is the cover soiled, 
~tained, or tom? Are you and your 
partner fighting over territory? If 
-..o, it's time for a new sleep set. 

The single most important crite
ria in bu} ing a mattress is to find 
nne that you and your partner find 
comfortable. 

Don't be embarrassed and don't 
just perch on the mattress edge. 
Wear comfortable clothes, take 
) our partner along, and put mat
tresses to the test by lying down 
on each one, and tossing and turn
ing like you normally would at 
night. Do you both have adequate 
sleep space? If not, consider a 
larger mattress. 

Shop when you're rested and 
unhurried. If }OU shop, let's say, at 
the end of the day when you're 
tired and worn out, anything will 
feel good. 

Look for comfort, support, and 
adequate sleeping space. A good 
mattress and foundation will gen
tly support your spine in the same 
shape as good standing posture. 
Don't rely on labels, either, since 
one manufacturer's "firm" mat
tress may feel harder than anoth
er's "extra firm." The bottom line: 
Buy the best sleep set you can 
afford; the quality determines 
longevity. 

The foundation -
or the box spring -
is considered your 

bed's shock absorber 
and is as important 
as a good mattress. 

Here are a few basics to consid
er before you shop: 

1. Inner-spring bedding, offer
ing support with tempered steel 
coils encased in cushioned uphol
stery, is the most popular. High 
coil count doesn't automatically 
correlate to quality, but, at a mini
mum, a full-size mattress should 
have more than 300 coils, a queen-

Einstein liked 10 hours, 
Shaw needed only 5 

Here is an A-to-Z look at sleep 
styles of the famous, infamous 
and historical: 

• Albert Einstein was a "long" 
'>leeper. usually logging 10 hours 
or slt:ep a night. 

• Burt Reynolds likes to take a 
hot bath to help himself fall 
asleep at night. 

• Charles Dickens rearranged 
every bedroom be stayed in so 
the head of his bed faced north. 

• Dolly Parton "counts her 
blessings" in order to relax and 
fall asleep at night. 

• Ed Asner says "sex is a good 
relaxant." 

• Aorence Nightingale insis ted 
on having very clean sheets on 
her patients' beds. 

• George Bernard Shaw need
ed only about five hours of sleep 
a night to feel rested. 

• Hugh Hefner directs the 
Playboy empire from his bed
room. 

• Italians say "bed is the best 
medicine." 

• Joyce Brothers always trav
els with her own pillow. 

• King Tut slept on a bed made 
of ebony and gold. 

• Louis XIV of France had 413 
beds and routinely held court 
from his bed. 

• Mark Twain said, "If you 
can't sleep, try lying on the end 
of the bed, then you might drop 
off." 

• Nero, Emperor of Rome, 
used precious stones said to have 
beneficial powers to adorn his 

bed. 
• Orycteropus tubulidentatus 

(aardvarks), according to legend, 
are instrumental in scooping up 
coarse sand which is then m gi
cally sifted by the sandman each 
night. 

• Pavarotti won't sleep on any
thing smaller than a king-sized 
bed. 

• Queen Esther's bed, a pile of 
cushions o n t he floor, was 
described as luxur ious in the 
Bible. 

• Ronald Reagan likes to take 
two-hour-long daily naps. 

Storm in' Norman 
Schwarzkopf sleeps with a Bible 
at his bedside. 

• Thomas Edison said, "Most 
people overeat 100 per cent and 
oversleep 100 per cent." 

• Ulysses S. Grant, a "con
firmed believer in sleep," insist
ed on getting a good night's 
s leep especially on the eve of 
battle. 

• Vanna White's idea of relax
ing is cuddl ing in her bed with 
her two cats and watching TV. 

• W.C. Fields once observed 
that the best way to get a good 
night's sleep is to go to bed. 

• Xerxes, King of Persia, was 
the first to have pillows and rugs 
on his bed (519-465 BC). 

• Yoko Ono and John Lennon 
held a press conference for peace 
from their bed. 

• Zebras in a herd never all 
sleep at the same time; one 
always stands guard. 

LLAGEL~ 
WHERE WE TREAT YOU FARE! 

*In fact we will pay it* 
*For house lighting package min. order $600 

Village Lights will reimburse the cost of ferry fare between 
Vesuvius and Crofton (receipt required) 

748 3828 Easy to locate on James Street 
• across from the Cowichan High School, Duncan 

9- 5 Monda -Frida I 9- 4 Saturda 

size more than 375, and a king
size more than 450. The lower the 
gauge number of the coil wire, the 
thicker and ·more durable it will 
be. 

2. In foam mattresses, new 
high-resilience polyurethanes 
(synthetic rubber) are among the 
highest performers. Look for a 
minimum foam density of two 
pounds per cubic foot; the higher 
the number, the better the foam. 

3. A flotation bed, or water bed, 
can be a conventional "hardside" 
model with the vinyl water mat
tress, liner, and heater in a rigid 
frame, or the newer "softside" 
type with water-filled cylinders or 
b ladders inside a conventional
looking mattress. 

You'll want to consider, too, the 
pros and cons of waveless versus 
full-motion features. 

Be sure that the mattress vinyl is 
a minimum of 20 millimetres in 
thickness, and check the seam 
durability. 

4. The foundation - or the box 
spring- is considered your bed's 
shock absorber and is as important 
as a good mattress. Always pur
chase ·the mattress and box spring 
together. 

5. Choose a reputable store or 

Grandma's 
CORNER 

Sha...-~ 's GRACE PT. SQ. 
lVI. 537-4014 

POP FLUSH 
• Save 40"/o - 60"/o of 
water per flush. Endorsed 
by B.C.'s POWER SMART 
B.C. 21 PROGRAM 
Bulk prices available 

CEDAR HOME KITS 
$27 • $37 sq. ft. 

bedding manufacturer if you are 
considering alternative sleepers, 
such as air-supported beds, elec
tric adjustable beds, and Japanese
style futons. 

85 Standard rnodeU 400-SOOOsq. ft. 
or your cuslom plan. 

SPEO.WZING IN POST & IWI D£SIGIIS 
FuU color plan boolc S 12 • V15G 
Island shelling cwws CMJ.ilable 

6. Special orders can be accom
modated by retailers and major 
bedding manufacturers. 

Special requests might include 
custom-size sets and conventional 
mattresses to fit "hardside" water 
beds for customers who want to 
replace a water mattress and still 
use their original bedroom furni
ture. 

B.C. toll free 1-SQ0-663-5693 
f . SHIPPED WORLDWIDE 

L)JNWDDD HOMES 
8250 RNw Road, Della, B.C., Canodo VAG ll5 

(604)946-5421 

BBSLBYKOSB 
CONSTRUCTION 

FINE COMPANY 
FOR YOUR HOME 

Custom Home Builder 
19 years experience 

RON BESLEY 653-9160 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

SHOWER MATE 
ALL BRASS SHOWER 
HEAD 
• Designed to reduce 
shower water used by 
50"/o with NO adverse 
effect on water pressure! 

Conventl0081 The Shower Mate. 
Shower Head High Efficiency 

WaterSawlg 
t> '\) Shower Head 

thiS arron ol 
hotwibirsaved 
per rTW1<Jte - . 

~7!- ~4!- 6 gals 
per m111ute 

1.8 gals 
per monute 

Easy tD install, compatible IMth Crane/Arilerican Starr/arc/ and CJther fixt2Jres 
Razorback series made in Canada 

Add $3 for shipping/volume discount available/Money order-immediate delivery/Cheque allows 3 wks deltvery 

To order or receive more information call 271-6107 pager 645·1129 

Errigal Enterprises Ltd.114so King Road, Richmond, e.c. V7A 3es 

STREAMLINE 
PLUMBING 
*bonded gas fitter * commercial & residential 
* pumps * hot water tanks * fire sprinklers 

* infloor heating 

Specializing in Water Treatment 

OVER 14 YEARS OF 
SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST 

"We guarantee it" 

Call 

653·2026 or 653-2027 
JAY BOURDIN 
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Building a cottage? There are rules you should know 
"Intent" and "size" are the oper

ative words in cottage construc
tion in the Gulf Islands - two 
words that many cottage builders 
have sought to redefine. 

Islanders have been so success
ful in stretching Islands Trust cot-. 
tage regulations that the Trust 
decided to amend its cottage 
bylaw last year. 

According to Trust zoning, 
parcels of land must be over three 
acres in size to allow construction 
of both a house and cottage. This 
is the one cottage regulation that is 
not usually tampered with, says 
Trust senior planner Linda 
Adams. As for the rest .... 

Under the original intent of the 
bylaw, cottages are to be seasonal, 
used for recreational purposes only. 
In other words, cottages are to house 
visiting friends and relatives for a 
few months each year. Legally, they 
are not to be rented year round. 

"That was the original intent of 
the bylaw," Adams says. "But we all 
know it's not being used that way." 

Adams says she advises people 
at the beginning of construction 
that legally the cottage should be a 
guest cabin only. 

Enforcement of Trust bylaws is 
done on a complaint basis . 
Therefore, unless a neighbour 
complains about a bylaw infrac
tion, the Trust will not seek to 
enforce it. 

"It ' s an awkward situation,'' 
Adams says. "There is a bylaw 
that is being broken." 

The issue was referred to the 
housing and accommodation task 
force, which examined the situa
tion and made recommend~tt O'ls 

to the Trust T'l<=} are under con
sider 1 ·1 ~ part of the review of 
tl> .munity plan. 

Other commo n infractions of 
the cottage bylaw were dealt with 

in a 1994 bylaw amendment, 
which ensures cottage builders do 
not exceed the allowed size of 602 
square feet. 

Islanders have been creative in 
their attempts to get around the 
allowed size and construct cot
tages with a lot more living space. 

Adams says the Trust works 
closely with the building inspec
tion office which "interprets 
(Trust) bylaws on our behalf." If 
the building situation is complicat
ed, the inspection office brings it 
to the Trust. In recent years, the 
Trust has seen numerous cottage 
construction projects that stretched 
the wording of the former bylaw 
to build living spaces up to double 
the allowed size. 

Unless a neighbour 
complains, the Trust 

will not seek to 
enforce it. 

"Essentially, you then have two 
houses on the property." 

Adams says this causes concern 
for several reasons. First, subdi
vided properties have only to 
prove potable water for one resi
dence. Two single-dwelling hous
es on one property can quickly 
gouge into the neighbourhood 
water supply. 

And increasing the density in 
this way can "change demograph
ics dramatically," Adams adds, 
making planning difficult for 
police, water districts, hospitals, 
and school districts. 

One part of the bylaw amend
ment adds the sentence, "A season
al cottage hall not have a basement 
or an attached garage or carport." 

Cottage basements had bt.-come a 
huge problem for the Trust. As 

Adams noted, a basement is defined 
as having no more than six feet 
above ground. On a sloping proper
ty, the basement might be four feet 
above ground at one point, and 
eight feet above ground at another 
point, for an average of six feet. 

"Basements were not consid
ered part of the floor measure
ment," Adams says, "so we were 
seeing a lot of seasonal cottages 
with 602 square feet up, and 602 
square feet down." 

The amended bylaw also spells 
out the definition of "floor area." 
It states : "Floor area means the 
sum of all areas of the several 
floors of a building, including all 
areas which are intended to be fin
ished, insulated or heated and used 
for human occupancy in lofts, 
half-storeys and penthouses." 

Adams says some people were 
building upper rooms, calling 
them "attics," and not including 
them in the total square footage. 

" If they have windows in them 
and room to walk around," Adams 
notes, it's obvious they are being 
used for more than attic storage. 

The changed bylaw further 
states: "Floor area is measured 
from the exterior faces of the 
walls and windows ... " 

Adams says some builders were 
constructing huge bay windows, 
with floor areas as large as small 
rooms, calling them "windows," 
and excluding them from the total 
square footage. 

The amended bylaw further 

clarifies that the seasonal cottage 
must be a "detached structure." 

Under existing regulations, 
property owners are allowed 2, 700 
square feet of accessory buildings, 
Adams says. Some creative cot
tage builders were attempting to 
combine this allowed accessory 
square footage with the cottage 

square footage, constructing a 
3,200-square-foot building, and 
claiming that only 602 square feet 
was for residential use. 

"The intent of the (amended 
bylaw) was to bring them back 
down to what they were intended 
to be." And that is seasonal, sepa
rate, 602-square-foot guest houses. 
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~ 
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• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 
• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• TOP QUALITY WORKWOMANSHIP 
• PROMPT CLEAN SERVICE 
• SPRAY, ROLLER & BRUSH 

for a free estimate caJ/: 

Deb 537-5899 
(Wisteria Guest House) 

architect 
residential 

designs for 
the gulf 
islands 

new homes, 
additions & 

renovations 

denms moore 
B.Arch M A I 8 C 

victoria 472-1858 
salt spring 537-2836 

LET US DO YOUR DIR1Y WORK! 

POWER WASIHNG 
• Slippery decks • Siding • Roofs • 

Old tires, soft drink cans are 
materials of choice for couple 

~~~~~----~ ~~~-=~~ 
• Driveways • Concrete • 

• \\.et Sandblasting • 
• Preparation for staining or painting • 

A Nanaimo couple is putting a 
refreshing spin on recycling by 
building their new home out of old 
automobile tires and soft drink cans. 

Bernie Wylie and his wife, 
Dianne, who have four children, 
were hoping to complete the six
month project by summer's end. 

The rubber-encased adobe 
bricks of the bearing walls were 
made by pounding soil into used 
tires, which are then covered with 
mud plaster and finished with a 
watertight rubber membrane, so 
that the tires aren' t visible. 

Most of the building is covered 
with earth to make it look built 
right into the side of a slope. The 
entire south wall is made up of 
windows to let the sun in. 

Interior partition walls will be 

FALL SALE 

Window 
Blinds 

50% below retail 
Sept. 20- Oct. 20/95 

• Vertical 
• Venetian 

• Roller 
Aluminum • Wood 

SHOP AT HOME 
CALL 

The Blinds Ciuys 
537-1737 

built out of used aluminum pop 
cans, with driftwood from the 
beach used to make most of the 
furniture. 

Wylie estimates the house will 
cost no more than $20,000 to 
build. 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Call 

B. REYNOI.DS 
65~201or537~4 

BUILD YOUR OWN HOME 
WITH A "PACIFIC" PREFABRICATED MATERIALS PACKAGE 

VINYL SIDING 
(OR YOUR CHOICE 
OF FINISH) 

ENGINEERED ROOF TRUSSES 
112" FIR PLYWOOD SHEATHING 

QUALITY CONTROLlED 
SUPER JOIST FLOOR SYSTEM 
518"T&G. FIR PLYWOOD SUB FLOOR 

PREASSEMBLED EXTERIOR WALLS 
2x6@ 16'oc. 3.8" SHEATHING APPLIED 

TOP QUALITY VINYL WINDOWS 
INSTALLED IN WALL PANELS 
3/4" AIR SPACE IN THERMAL 
UNITS ·LIFETIME WARRANTY 

Your home to 
"lock-up" in a 

few days 
on your prepared 

foundation 

PREASSEMBLED INTERIOR PARTTTION WALlS & STAIRS •INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DOORS SUPPUED •INSULATION TO CODE 

TOLL FREE 1•800•667•3511 PACIFIC 
3730 TRANS CANADA HIGHWAY, COBBLE HILL, BRmsH coLUMBIA voR 1 LO H 0 Af E S 
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Seniors: consider improvements for safety's sake 
(SOP) Many seniors fear the 

thought of old age so much that 
they resist making modifications 
to their home that could prevent 
accidents or even save their lives. 

Experts find that it is a hard sell 
to convince the graying generation 
while they are fit that it is in their 
best interest to make inexpensive 
adjustments in their homes. It 
doesn_'t make sense to wait until 
something serious happens that 
could render them weak, feeble 
and dependent on others. 

Rosetta, a feisty 74-year-old, 
didn't put off making slight but 
critical adjustments to her home 
two years ago. 

"I did it while I was well but 
was having difficulties getting out 
of the tub," she said. 

"I used to hold on to the soap 
dish and a towel rod, which I 
knew would be ripped out of the 
wall if I slipped," she said. 

So rather than see herself go 
skidding across a slippery tub, she 
had a set of grab bars installed on 
the bathroom wall and placed a 
nonskid rug in the tub. Now, after 
a recent mishap, she's thankful for 
having made the additions. 

"I pulled a ligament in my leg 

while vacationing and needed 
assistance getting in and out of the 
tub, but once I was home I was 
able to manage perfectly on my 
own," she said. 

Rosetta, with the help of a 
trained adviser, has made other 
adjustments to her apartment, all 
of which are inconspicuous and 
make good sense regardless of the 
age factor. 

Rosetta, a feisty 74-
year-old, didn't put 

off making slight but 
critical adjustments 

to her home two 
years ago. 

Like her, most seniors lead 
independent, active lives in their 
own homes; but a slip on a loose 
rug or tripping over an electrical 
cord can change it all in a matter 
of seconds. 

Most people don't perceive 
themselves as frail and think that 
nothing can happen to them in 
their own homes, but falls are the 

leading factor in reducing an older 
person's independence. 

Every year, one out of three 
people over 65 will fall at least 
once, says a safety guide for 
seniors, and the results can be cat
astrophic. 

The tragedy is that two-thirds of 
deaths caused by accidental falls 
are preventable. 

The precautions to take in a 
home are so basic and practical 
that most seniors can detect the 
weak spots by walking around 
their household. 

It's just a matter of clearing 
everything out of the way that 
might make you fall. 

In addition to the changes 
Rosetta made in her bathroom, 
here are some of the ways she has 
made home a safe haven: 

• All floor mats and area rugs 
are taped to the floor to prevent 
sliding. 

• She has switched to a step 
stool that has a handrail she can 
grab in case she gets dizzy while 
reaching into a high cabinet. 

• All electrical cords from 
phones and lamps are tucked out 
of harm's way under rugs or furni
ture. 

Looking for quality in ne·w sofa? 
Here are some things to consider -

(SOP) To make sure of the good 
quality of the sofa you are pur
chasing, here are some useful 
hints: 

1. Make sure that you have the 
correct measurements of the room 
you are purchasing the sofa for or 
else bring along a small plan and 
also samples of the colours of 
) our wallpaper, your curtams and 
so on. This will prevent unpleas
ant surprises such as a couch that 
is too big or more particularly, a 
mismatch of colours. 

2. Do not be too hasty when the 
colour of a certain fabric seems 
alluring. The upholstery of a sofa 
is like makeup or like a garment. 
Remember that the same fabric 
can be used for two sofas of dif
ferent quality. 

The sales staff should inform 
you about the quality of the frame, 
springs, foam, the method used for 
manufacturing the framework and 
how well it has been padded . 
before it was upholstered. 

Should you not be able to obtain 
an answer, change salesperson or 

change store! A good salesperson 
should know the products being 
sold and should know how to pro
pose the one you really need. 

3. Trying out the armchair or 
sofa for a few seconds in the store 
is not enough. You should sit in 
dilierent positions, lie down to find 

Cushions covered by 
polyester or Dacron 

will provide excellent 
comfort and will 
retain their shape 
for a long time. 

out if the texture of the fabric is to 
your liking, check the stitches and 
how parallel the arms and back are. 

Have your partner or someone 
from your household come along 
to help you. 

According to the specialists, a 
hardwood frame is best reinforced 
with glue, wooden dowels ~nd 

401 ROBINSON RD. 

screws. 
4. Check the resilience of the 

cushions - the best are made of 
high-density rubber foam with 
down - by sinking in your hand 
to see how quickly the cushion 
will regain its original shape. 

Cushions covered by polyester 
ur Dacron will provide excellent 
u •ml< n and v.lll n:tam lhclf 'hape 
for a long time. 

5. Make sure that the fabric has 
already been treated with some 
sort of stain guard. Better quality 
fabrics will have already been 
treated at the factory. 

You should know that there are 
various natural fibres on the mar
ket such as cotton, silk, wool and 
canvas; synthetic fibres such as 
acrylic, nylon, polyester, rayon , 
and microfibres; and mixed fibres 
such as polyester with cotton. 

6. Never wash cushion covers 
that have a zipper as they might 
shrink or the colours may fade. 

Always ask for the help of spe
cialists to have your sofas cleaned, 
sparing you nasty surprises. 

• ROOF FLASHING • DECK FLASHING 
• WINDOW FLASHING etc. 

If it can be bent on a break we will bend it for you, 
or have it sent off to be bent. 

ie: heavy metals, aluminum etc. 
Phone, fax, message 537-2084 

shop 537·2278 
Hours: (at moment) 6am-7:30am and Spm-10pm 

during the day phone first 537-2278 

• A small night light was 
installed in the hallway at floor 
level in case of a nighttime trip to 
the bathroom or kitchen. 

• To prevent having to run from 
room tQ room when the phone 
rings, Rosetta has installed four 
inexpensive phones throughout 
the apartment. 

Most people, not just seniors, 
are so accustomed to their person
al environments that it can be dif
ficult to spot an accident waiting 
to happen. 

Help is available on two levels. 
There is a series of handbooks 
with checklisL-; pointing out where 
perils lurk. Or a health-care work
er will make a home call to alert 
the resident to the pitfalls and 
show how they can he remedied. 

Here are some other suggestions 
for changes that can he made by 

VILlA GEL~ 
Decorative and functional 

lighting from Village Lights 
in Duncan 748-3828 

almost anyone and will help to 
keep homes from being hazardous 
to your health: 

• Get rid of clutter. 
• Keep stairs well lit and in 

good condition, and apply non kid 
treads to them. 

• Have shelves and closet rods 
within easy reach. 

• Make sure temperature con
trols on stoves are easy to read. 

• Avoid cooking while wearing 
garments that have long, loose 
sleeves, which could be ignited if 
they come too close to a stove 
burner. 

• Use heat-resistant mitts and 
pot holders when handling hot 
pots and pans. 

• Make sure light switches are 
installed near doorways. 

• Keep hot and cold faucets 
clearly marked. 

!!~!9 
Sha'W"I'Ht 's GRACE PT. SQ. 

IV,. 537-40 14 

Fully stocked sheet metal shop, custom fabricating & weld1ng 

INSTALLATION 
Heat pumps, oil, propane and 

electric/wood combination furnaces 

RESIDENTIAUCOMMERCIAUINDUSTRIAL 
1·800·240·2665 

1 OSSA Canada Ave., Duncan 

f .-,-
AK20 

A Quality Start 
Deserves a Quality Finish 

sikkens 
Sikkens offels a complete line of pofessolllll 
Interior and exterior Wood Fin>shtng 
Products, designed to protect, enhance 
and preserve the natural beauty of your 
wood. 

• RENT FROM US • 
ALL YOUR EQUIPMENT RENTAL NEEDS, 

FROM THE "DO-IT-YOURSELF" HOMEOWNER 
TO THE PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTOR. 

Monday - Friday 8-5:30 
Saturday 9-4 

Sunday and Holidays 10.4 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

537-2877 
FAX 537-5504 

364 LOWER GANGES RD. (NEXT TO GVM) 
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Black spots decorating bathroom walls? 
They'll wash off with bleach solution 

We have a number of problems and laundry areas because of 
with our bathroom, which contains the moisture left by running 
a combination bathtub/shower, . water. 
sink and toilet. The plaster is It can be removed by scrub
cracked in some ----------- bing with a 
places and seems Mould loves strong solution of 
to be flaking off. household bleach 
In several places kitchens. bath- mixed with 
itbulges-near water. If you 
the shower head, rooms and laundry decide to wash 
for instance. areas because of off the mould, 

As well, there you should wear 
are a number of the moisture left rubber gloves. 
black spots all The golden-
over the place by running water. brown spots you 
and on the ceil- describe are 
ing there are a number of gold- probably just accumulated dirt 
en-brown drips forming. and grease. When the moisture 

Can you tell us what causes released into the air by a shower 
these problems and what we hits the ceiling, it dissolves the 
should do about them? grease and dirt and then forms 

The black spots are mould, 
airborne spores which flourish 
in moist, warm conditions . 
Mould feeds on almost any
thing given the right conditions 
- paper, leather, paint, plastic 
and wood are some of its foods. 
It loves kitchens, bathrooms 

drips. Periodic wall and ceiling 
washing should stop this prob
lem. 

Your plaster problems are 
caused by excessive humidity in 
the bathroom. If you owned the 
apartment or if the problem 
occurred in your own home, it 
would be worthwhile to install a 

Shopping for a sofa bed 
1. Choose a spring mattress for 

your sofa bed. A foam mattress 
does not recover its original shape 
as easily as a spring mattress 
would. You are almost sure to find 
a spring mattress in a good quality 
sofa bed. 

2. Make sure that the seats and 
backs of your sofa bed are in 
goose feather or down, for maxi
mum comfort. You should select a 
mattress that is firm or extra finn. 

3. The structure should ideally be 
made of hardwood to prevent a 
weakening of the framework. Your 
sofa bed might cost a little bit more 
but it will last close to 20 years. 

4. You will find an increasingly 
wider choice of sofa beds; they 
come with one (armchair), two 
(love seat), and three (sofa) seats. 

5. Do not attempt to save on the 
comfort of the mattress by want
ing to save a few pennies. When 
the sofa bed is closed shut, the 
seats are directly in contact with 

the mattress that will now support 
them. Should it be of inferior qual
ity, it will affect the comfort of the 
seat. Clearly, the better the mat
tress, the better the seat's comfort. 

6. lbe mist."'O(.-eption that a sofa 
red ts of le.'~ quaJity than a regu
lar ont! no longer !'itant.ls. 
Nowadays, a sofa bed will not 
have a metal bar running through 
iL' middle a' this ba.-. hccn replacelJ 
by a canvas web, keeping the mat
tress comtOrt.able as it ages. 

A sofa bed is no longer looked 
upon as a piece of furniture to be 
used only temporanl): it fulfils 
both of its functions equally well, 
providing comfort as a sofa by day 
and a bed by night. 

7. You could always opt for a 
sofa bed with legs, on wheels, or 
legs in the front and wheels at the 
rear. The latter is highly favoured 
as it offers stability and mobility. 

Mobility is a definite advantage 
when moving it about. 

Come talk to us! We'll be happy to 
help you with all your decorating 
needs: drapery & upholstery fab
rics, micro , mini, vertical, pleated 
and wood blinds, wallpaper, 
custom draperies and more. 
Upholstery seNice available. 

Visit us in store or shop at home! 

[siANDEiiDRAPERY 
&~~~~7-5837 

vent to the exterior, which would repair compound can be used to 
void humidity to the great out- replace the damaged plaster. 
doors. The bulging plaster is another 

As this is not the case, you type of problem. This usually 
should leave the window open stems from a water leak. Before 
slightly during the winter and trying to have it repaired, you 
wide open in the summer. This should check with your landlord 
should help the bathroom dry out to make sure that the leak has 
more rapidly. When no one is been fixed. If it hasn't, then any 
using the bathroom, the door repair you make will soon need 
should be kept open to ventilate to be repeated. 
the room. To repair the bulge, dig out all 

The plaster that appears to be loose and rotten plaster, then use 
flaking off is the -=..c=----------- a stiff patching 
finish coa.t of It would be compound to fill 
plaster applied to worthwhile to the hole. The 
a plaster-on-lath patch should be 
construction. In install a vent to the levelled with the 
this method, gen- xt . h"ch ld surrounding area 
erally not in use e er1or, W I WOU and sanded 
now, rough plas- void humidity to smooth. 
ter was applied to Before repaint-
lath - small the outdoors. ing, all the walls 
strips of wood or should be lightly 
a metal mesh- and then fin- sanded to provide a slightly 
ished with a coat of fine fmish- rough surface for fresh paint to 
ing plaster. adhere to. Then the bathroom 

This is a relatively simple should be wiped down and paint-
repair. To start, r !move all the ed with an alkyd paint contain-
loose plaster. Then any plaster ing a fungicide. 

WE DO CONCRE7E ... 
• Foundations • Footings • Walls 

ftiELAWNEY CONftiACTING 
ED ARMSTRONG 537-5229 

Count on our excellent track record for removing -· 
difficult soil and stains in a flash! 

Carpeting • Area Rugs • Upnolstery 
Call us in on your carpet! 

8. REYNOLDS The Cleaning Specialists 
537-4274 or 653-4201 

KEVIN C. MARKS 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

LET'S GET 
STARTED! 

Bring your sketches and 
ideas and together we'll 
design (or upgrade) your 

dream home. Through the 
use of computer-aided 
drafting, we'll quickly 
produce the working 

drawings you'll take to 
your contractor. 

CALL 

HELSET DESIGN 
537·1037 

Ask for Jim 
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Water consumption reduced by 40-60% 
with new toilet tank units at local hotel 

Water hogs at the Tides Inn are 
hogging a lot less water these 
days thanks to a new conserva
tion system. 

The Ganges restaurant and inn 
purchased 10 Water Hog toilet 
reduction units last month from 
Errigal Enterprises, a Richmond
based company specializing in 
water conservation products. 

At a cost of $29.95 each, the 
units are installed in the toilet 
tank, reducing the total water 
used during flushing by 40 to 60 

per cent. 
Tides Inn manager Peter 

Clarke said he heard of the prod
uct through "word of mouth." In 
addition to installing the units on 
10 toilets at the inn, he has also 
equipped his home with Water 
Hogs. 

Although the inn has not 
received a water bill since the 
product was instalJed last month, 
Clarke says: "I have no hesitation 
in predicting the savings wilJ be 
substantial" 

In addition to saving water 
each time the toilet is flushed, it 
also limits the amount of water 
flooding into a septic system, 
Clarke points out. 

Joe Patterson at Errigal 
Enterprises says the Water Hog 
was designed by an Ontario 
plumber and is now being used 
extensively in that province. It 
was introduced in B.C. last June. 

Patterson is also launching the 
Shower Mate, an alJ brass shower 
head designed to reduce shower 

water used by 50 per cent without 
adversely effecting water pres
sure. This product offers water 
flow rates of less than two gal
lons per minute compared to a 
typical rate of six. 

"Considering that 80 per cent 
of all domestic water is used in 
the bathroom, 50 per cent water 
savings can be substantial," 
Patterson says. 

Clarke says the Tides Inn will 
be installing Shower Mates as 
soon as they are available. 

Ugly gaps, gaping cracks or drafty basements? 
Here are some tips on doing a good caulking job 

not be painted. (SOP) There's nothing like caulk when it 
comes to leaky gutters, drafty basements, ugly 
gaps in woodwork, cracks in concrete, tile trou
bles and more. 

A proper caulking job keeps the heat or air
conditioning in and damp and insects out all 
year long. The trick is to give your home a 
proper caulking job in the first place. 

Latex and acrylic caulk adhere best to porous 
surfaces such as wood and concrete. They 
clean up with water and last for 10, 15, 25 
years or more depending on quality. 

Here are some hints that may help. 

Specialty caulks include urethane, used by 
professionals on masonry and concrete; butyl; 
and roof cement, a sticky, asphalt-based 
caulk. 

1. Choose your caulk carefully. There are 
three kinds: 

SiJicone is best on metal, glass, tile, plastics 
and other smooth non-porous materials. It 
comes in several colours since it generally can-

2. Prepare the surface. Before you caulk, the 
place you're caulking should be dry and free of 
grease and old hardened caulk. If the hole is 
very deep, fill it in with loose fibreglass or 
plastic foam rods. 

Moisture in the crawlspace? 
Moisture build-up in a crawlspace - assuming it is not the result of 

water seepage - is normally caused by subsurface water. Even when 
the ground in the crawlspace seems dry and dusty, moisture can accu
mulate in the area as a result of capillary action. Capillary rise occurs 
in nearly alJ crawlspaces built in areas where the soil is clay or silt. 

As much as 18 gallons of water per day can evaporate into a crawl
space under a 1,000-square-foot house. 

I thi i the source of moisture it can be controlled by covering the 
ground with a vapour barrier (4-mil polyethylene). The interior joints 
should be overlapped by a minimum of six inches, and the perimeter 
edges should be turned up onto the walls of the crawlspace. 

Another possible source of moisture into a cold crawlspace is from 
the warm house above. Excessive moisture inside (high water vapour 
pressure) can travel downward through the floor into the cold crawl
space (low water vapour pressure) and condense on the cold surface. 
To prevent this, you can install a vapour barrier between the overhead 
floor joists in the crawlspace. 
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3. Apply yourself to learning how to apply it. 
The best caulk bead should have an hourglass 
shape and be about half as thick as the space it 
breaches. It should stick to the sides but not the 
back of the crack so it can stretch. 

Many homeowners find a caulk gun can be 
right on target when it comes to helping them 
apply caulk properly. 

Gun angle is important. Too low an angle 
produces a lumpy, irregular bead, too steep and 
the tip scrapes caulk out of the joint. 

4. Big beads are best. Be sure to leave a hefty 
bead so the caulk isn't pulled away as the 
underlying material expands and contracts. 

ANDREW LEW I~-.. 

GMIDEn o DESIGn 

Ponds, 

patios 

and 

pergola& 

a specialty. 

653-4710 

TIDBIT$ 
As much as 18 

gallons of water per 
day can evaporate 
into a crawlspace 

under a 1 ,000-square
foot house. 

Our prices are competitive, call for a free estimate, 
and ask about our repeat business specials. 

• Carpet Cleaning TilE 
High Traffic Areas Only ORIGINAL 
One Room or the Complete House TRUCK MOUNTED 

Will it affect your electrical service? Let us know 
what you're doing before you begin and avoid 
unnecessary extra costs. 

• Furniture Cleaning STEAM 
Sofas, Chairs, Loveseats CLEANERS! 

• Carpet & Upholstery Guarding 

24 HR. WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-UP 

653-4201 or 537-4274 
-25 Years Experience-

We can help you save $$$ with Power Smart choices. 
Call or drop into your local BC Hydro office in 
Ganges. 

500 Lower Ganges Rd. 537-9914 




